

































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































was willing to pay such a fantastic price for a completed reconstruction, as very few collec-
tors have any interest in buying a completely reconstructed plate, but would much prefer to
reconstruct such themselves. Rust was then, and has in a number of other past instances %
been a sucker in my opinion. Though of course your research work was essential to that
reconstruction in the ultimate sale, | don't believe anyone other than Rust would have paid
one-third what he did for it. | am very sure that that is a very isolated instance, that

will not happen again, regardless of whether you might relinquish some of your pla+ing(!2n£/
material fto someone else for purpases of reconstructing the Plate.

My feeling in the matter is that it is a shame to allow this plating material to
go unused and be kept completely out of circulation indefinitely, as | am sure no-one will
come along who would be willing to pay any significant price for such material, which means
you will merely hold it ad infinitum. Also, | realized | was probably requesting a special
favor asking for The privilege of photographing it with the payment of only $100 or $200.
Possibly | was being unduly forward in proposing such a favor on your part. HoweVer, |
guess | felt that certain favors | had done you, such as originally referring Rust to you
(he had never heard of you until | urged him to get in touch with you) had probably netted
you far more Than The value you have set on the 12¢ 1851 Plating material. | fully realize
that these are not necessarily comparable situations, as the 12¢ 1851 material represents
a fremendous amount of work on your part, which certainly should have some value attached
to it, while my referring Rust to you was merely a gesture and a favor to you both, which
costT me nothing. | did realize, and in fact hoped you might be able to do some business with
him, as | am sure you have. |f you should later feel that you would be willing to either
sell your original material or allow it to be photographed for a modest charge, | would con-
sider such a personal favor. However, | do understand your feelings with respect to this
materjal, and shall understand if you do not wish to do that.

~ | thank you for your prompt return and commeats on the I¢ 1851. | am!sorry that
you: did not feel enough of the design showed for you to determine visually whether it is a
Type |11 or a Type llla, and that it will therefore be necessary to plate it in"order to

determine what type that plate position produced originally. Since under a strong glass

the break at The boitom appears to me to be quite a definite and large one, | can easily
sell the stamp with a clear conscience as a Type Ill, so don't believe it would be worth the
cost or effort to attempt to plate it to determine whaf the position produced originally.
From our past leffers on this typing subject, | bétieve we both understand and respect the
other's viewpoint with respect to calling items Type Il1's or Type Illa's.

With best regards,

i

Jack L. h::w%?h.

‘//
JEM: fc

P.S. Enclosed is a cover with a #64 Pink, which is one of the deepest shades | have ever
had, Though possibly This is due a bit to The stamp being slightly dtained. However, | feel it
might possibly be the "Pigeon Blood", so | am sending it along for your opinion in that regard.
| realize your reply will be delayed by virtue of your being out of town, but there is no hurry

i I

'3 ‘!70,'000 Cor Yle 7ot /857 Ca—jpaw7 Couw_,
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Jark . Molesmorth
P]’\ila‘celic Dealer ancl Brol(er

102 Beacon Street
Boston 16, Massachusetts

February 27, 1957

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook
P.0. Box 31

33 North Ft. Thomas Avenue
Fort Thomas, Ky.

Dear Stan,

| trust by now you have the letters which | sent along for Jessup. Do you think
he has much influence on Foundation plicy?

Enclosed is my check for $8.00 to cover your authentication of the two covers
submitted last week. Your assistance on them is greatly appreciated. Regarding your
feeling that you do not believe a 10¢ 1847 used abroad is especially rare, | have yet
To find a single example of that in any of fthe larger collections that have been sold
in This country during the last 5 to 10 years. Neither Moody nor Meroni had one, as
you suggest, though | have not had time to check the Green sales. However, with
Caspary, Moody, and Meroni lacking such a cover, it would appear to me that it must be
rare. Would you agree? |f you do, a write-up of that cover in your Service would
probably be interesting to your subscribers, and you have my permission to include it.

| appreciate your suggestion that | might send that cover to Emmerson Krug, but
| frankly doubt he would care to pay the price | must secure for it, namely $500, |f
you feel he might, | would be glad to try it on him affer | hear from a couple of my
regular customers whom | wish to give a chance at it.

Regarding the P.F., | was most interested in your comments concerning John Bofer,
who | know only casually tThrough the mail and have always considered fairly well
qualified in the U.S. Local field. Would you consider him adequate in that area?
Even if he is, quite possibly he does go info other areas where his knowledge is in-
complete, and contributes his share of erroneous advice to the final P.F. opinion.
Mrs. Dale said she would be out of the country until the l|atter part of February,
so | have not yet received a reply to my latest communications.

Enclosed are two rather interesting items on which | would appreciate your opinion.
The first is a 5¢ 1847 in a BrilliarntBrown-Orange shade. | presume this is not the
Red-Orange, but believe it should be the next step down, and still a very rare shade,
However, when dipping it in fluid it gives a very odd appearance which makes me wonder
a bit as to it s soundness or authenticity. Your comments on it will be greatly appre-
ciated. The other item is a 3¢ 1851 with Chicago P.tﬁ‘, which | consider to be 100%
genuine, | have a sale for it, but the buyer would |ike to have it authenticated. |
believe he wanted a P.F. certificate, but | wrote him indicating that such was not
worth the paper it was prinfted on in an-item of this nature, and hope he will accept
my recommendation that you pass on it rather than the P.F.

Lobking forward to your reply on the enclosed,
With best regards,

et
HEM: fc Jas . Molesworth.



March 1, 1957,

Mr, Jack E, Molesworth,
102 Beacon St.,
Boston, Mass.

Dear Jack?

Yours of the 27th received with the Chicago perf cover and the 5¢ '47
of f-cover copy. Also your check for $8,00 for which kindly accept my thanks,

Re =« your query about Jessup, He is a very close friend of Mrs, Dale
and I think she has a high regard for his opinion on matters pertaining to
the F,F, I will forward the correspondence to him,

Regarding 1847 covers used abroad., I have quite a record made over the
years of such 5¢ and 10¢ covers prior to the Treaty period 5¢ was rdquired
on distances of 300 miles or lessand 10¢ on greater distances., Because of
this, covers with the 5¢ are perhaps not as rare as those with the 10¢,
I have records of covers to England, France, Holland, Belgium, Germany, China,
Cuba, etec, I enclose a photograph which you may keep of a cover similar to
yours, Note Lot 86 Waterhouse Sale, June 27th, 1955, I note that you are
asking $500 for your cover, which in my opinion is excessive, however, Emmerson
Krug likes such items and you might submit it to him,

Re - your quefy about Boker. I may have him wrong but I don't think that
he is very heavy and certainly not of the calibre to serve on an expert committee,
but he has plenty of company.

Re -~ the two items which you enclosed and which I return herewith, First,
the 5¢ '47, this is indeed a most unusual shade and before finally passing on
it I would like to consult a very close friend regarding it. I, therefore, ask
your permission to do so and if agreeable you can return it to me., Fegarding the
Chicago perf cover. I have epdorsed this on the back and my fee is $4,00, This
cover was Lot #40 in a H, R, Harmer Sale last October 15th and sold at £78,00,
You will note that my endorsement states that it is the second earliest 12} perf
known. No doubt your eclient will be interested in this feature. The great, majority
of such covers, according to my records, show uses in the last part of 1856, I
doubt if the P,F, ecould have given your client this datae.

With kindest regards -

Sincerely yours,
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Dr. Dinsmore Alter,
% Griffith Observatory,
P,04Box 277 Los Feliz Sta,,
Los Angeles, Calif,

Deaér Dr. Alter:

{1 Herewith the 1¢ off cover Chicago perforation. In my opinion,
/the stamp is genuine, that is, I do not believe that this was an imperf
with a Chicago postmark which some faker faked,

I found that I had a record of the stamp as it was submitted to
me by Harmer Rooke & Co, on Sept. 25, 1940, I was unable to lay hands on
the report that I made at that time but I feel sure it was favorable, I
encloce a photo that I made at that time for my records, It was again
submitted to me by Maurice C, Blake of Boston on Jan, 8, 1941 and I appar-
ently authenticated it for him, It seems odd that I did not sigm it on
the back at that time but the reason may have been that I made no charge.
At any rate, I have signed it as a "Chicago Perf" and I am charging you a
fee of $5.,00 for the examination and authentication, Genuine copies of the
1¢ Chicago perf are really rare and I have had very few submitted to me
over the past thirty yesrs, I feel that $150,00 is not an excessive price
but this is just for your information, The copy does appear to be sound
and exceptionally fine,

We hait a very pleasant trip to Dallas and were charmed wit.h our
new daughter, She more than exceeded cur expectations,

No, I do not believe that you sent me reprints of your latest re-
search work, What has always bothered me is - What does the other side of
the moon look like? In one of our weekly magazines I noted an article that
man may someday have this age-old question answered,

Mrs. Ashbrook joins me in kindest regards,

Cordially yours,



William 0. Bilden
Philatclic Dealer

200 KASOTA BUILDING
MINNEAPOLIS 1, MINN.

TELEPHONE FE. 2-6055

Aug. 5, 1957

Dear Stan,

I have yours of the 2nd. I agree with you that the wording in the laws and
regulations of the Post Office Dept. often are very indefinite. I am enclosing a
"choice™" cover that I. just got in this p@rning from BEurope. This is not what we would
call a superb cover, but to me it is very interesting and I am sure that it will be
of interest to you. Too many collectors are being carried away by the condition angle
and loose sight of the postal history viewpoint. I like a cover for the story it
tells or its unusual aspects. The enclosed cover has both. No doubt there was a pair
of #2 and a #1 for a twenty five cehskrak cents rate( double 10¢ rate plus) 5¢ shore
to ship rate) Am I right? The cover was forwarded from London to Italy and no doubt
the forwarder agent, Heath & Co. tore off the stamps before forwarding, & superb example
of of official or semi®official vandalism. You will notice that the foreign markings
nicely tie all of the spaces where the stamps were removed, leaving not doubt that the
stamps were torn off in London before forwarding to Italy. You will also note that
the address is in care of Heath & Co. and also via Royal Mail Steamer, both being
crossed out. Although written from New Orleans, why the Mobile postmark? 1Is this
s0 it could catch a British steamer from there?

Cordially yours,




Aug. 8) 1957,

Mr, William O, Bilden,
200 Kasota Bldg.,
Minneapolis 1, Minn,

Dear Bill:

Yours of the 5th received with the 18,7 cover which I am returning herewith,
I agree 1007 that far ‘oo many collectors demamd condition rather than postal history.
They would derive far more from philately if, in collecting covnrs, they would not
put condition at the head of the list but rather; the rare ﬁgual, whether it be
a postal marking, a postal rate, or of historie connection as w as many other such
features, Like you, I like a cover for the story behind it, Knowing what it is all
about adds so much more interest,

Your cover wag actually a letter to Heath & Co,, of Lendon, with instructions
to forward it on to Genoa, As such, the rate to Great Britain was prepaid at the
single £ oz, of 24¢ - by two 10¢ 1847 plus a 5¢ '47 - thus 1i¢ overpay, Heath & Co, re-
moved the U, S, stamps and sent it on its way "Via French" mail (thru Calais) to Italy,
Re = the foreign markings. I suppose the British forwarded it unpaid and debited
France with a shilling three pence, See "1/3" in upper right corner, It looks like the
French debited Genoa, with "24" decimes, Note what looks like "9N," I may be wrong on
this as it is a bit out of my field, -

The letter originated at New Orleans but was mailed as a "Way Letter" into
Mobile, It could be that the overpay of 1¢ paid the Way fee, thus a "prepaid Way fee"
into Mobile, You have seen covers with a 3¢ '51 and "Due Way 1" postmerked at lMobile,
This went by the "Great Mail" to New York and thence t?m by a Cunard mail ship,
How do I know? There is no New York that I can detect, nor no "British Packet," but
under the Calais postmark is a red "19," This was applied at New York and was the U,S,
ceredit to Britain by a Cunard mail ship, Had it gone by American Pagket the credit
would have been "3," I have no idea as to the meaning of the black straisht-line mark~
ing over the 5¢ L7,

I am not sure whether the square (?) London postmark on face has "Paid" or not,
i.e., postage England to Genoa paid by Heath & Coy, I doubt it, Mail was required to go
by regular routes, This could not have been sent by ship from Mobile or New Orleans,
It had to go to Britain under the terms of the postal treaty and only thru New York qr
Boston, Under that treaty the rate was 24¢ - either paid in full - or unpaid - no
partial payment - all or none and no such a thing as 2 x 10¢ plus 5¢ shore-tos=ship,

Bill, would you have any objection if I used this in a Cervice Issue? lMany
thanks. s
With best wishes -
Cordially yours,



‘ Jack £. Molesworth ap.s

Spa
‘& Philatalie B i Biroker ‘t«;i
102 Bearon Street ;; ;_\:

Boston 16, Massachusetts . 0.C.XE.

September 4, 1957

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook
P.0. Box 3l

33 North Ft. Thomas Avenue
Fort Thomas, Kentucky.

Dear Stan,

My thanks for your August 30th note asking
to look at the "Hudson River Mail" cover again
if it is still available. | still have it on
hand, and am happy 1o enclose it for your re-
examination. | would be quite pleased if you
were able fTo prove that it is good.

Though | wish | could say that | have been
on vacation as you indicated, so far This summer
| have not had a chance to take more than a
couple of days off at a Time, as business has
never been more active in the summer months.
Also, it was necessary for my assistant and
secretary to take their vacations, which caused
things to pile up a bit while They were away,
that took a bit of time to catch up when They
returned. | did take a few individual days,
such as ftwo days at the A.P.S. Convention in
Tampa and two days the end of lasT week, when
| went up to Neéw Hampshire to play in a golf
tournament. | hope that | may be able o fake
a week or so some Time in the Fall.

With regards,

L=

Jackfé. Molesworth.,

s fic
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Mr, Jack E, Molesworth,
102 Beacon Street,
Boston 16, Mass,

Dear Jack:

Re - yours of the Lth, and the 5¢ 1856 herewith, What you saw in
the Hanus exhibit was probably a 5¢ 1856 trial coler proof on regular paper in
a shade very closely resembling the issued color., I suppose the A,P.S,
Comnmittee took a guess and thought your copy was the trial color, However, it
is not and if it is not, then it is no proof, Thus it has to be the issued
stamp and this leaves it to be "unused" or a "ecleaned copy," I only made a
superficial examination but I think it shows evidence of cleaning - the center
medallion is eertainly seuffed, I have a very fine "trial color” on "regular
paper" and I laid your copy side~by-side and can assure you it is not that
color, I really do not think it necessary to put you to the expense of making
a photo by ultra-violet = I am willing in this case to go along with the P,F,

I am returning your "Hudson Riv, Mail" cover, 1 suppose you read
my rvemarks in-my current Service Issue, There is no question but whot the pen
marks on this stanp resemble pen canceled stamps on other "Hudson Riv, Mail"
covers that are unguestionably genuine, It is unfortunste that there is no
evidence of year use., As I brou ht out in my remarks, so far as we know, the
mail agents on the steamboats did not use a eanceling device prior to lMay 18L9,
Your cover is m’i‘% therefore, eould this be June 7, 1849 and a stamp still
canceled by pen? e impression and shade cof the stamp indicates otherwise -
that is a use leter - at least 1850 - not 1849 much less 1848, The question,
therefore, arises could this use have teen June 7, 18507 We have no record of
pencanceled copies that late, Further, the "5" and "Paid" indicate a use without
stamps -~ I have no record of a cover with a stamp and a "5" and "Paid," Thus
there are features which indicate that this stamp was not used on this cover and
there are several features which indicéate it coudd have been a use in 1850 -
surely not in 1849 -~ positively not in 1848 and most unlikely in 1851, I am
mindful of the faet that if someone added this stamp to a stampless cover he was
extremely clever - He picked a pencanceld stamp with pen marks very similer to
stamps on genuine "Hudson Hiv, Mail" covers, also the extended pen marks on the
cover are rather econvineing to state the least,

With regards -
Sineerely yours,

P.S.--No fee on above,



CRESCENT ROAD
CONCORD, MASSACHUSETTS

July 28, 1957.

Mr. Stenley Be. Ashbrook,
P. 0. Box 31,

33 North Fort Thomas Avee,
Fort Thomas, Ky.

Dear Stanley:=-

I have delayed replying to your kind letter of the 5th
to look over what materisl I have, but was surprised to find that I have
nothing going abroad in the 1830s. Have also asked Willard Phippen to see
if he has any material of this nature, he will look but is doubtful that
he has.

My personal opinion, which is not worth much, is that the
. 1¢ charge was a charge for the Department to assume itself and not the
meiler of the letter. If it were otherwise, it would seem to me that such
en"ambiguous cleuse would have ocossioned sufficient trouble to be more
fully explained in subsequent regulations, which has not been done.

I am enclosing a cover with a 3¢ 1851 stamp,- I think of the
1852 shade, cancelled by "N. York Steamship" without any date, but with a
menuscript "Due 17", This puzzles me. The nearest that I cen come to an ex-
planation is that the letter originated, say in France, and was given to
someone on the ship to be mailed in New York, & bootleg letter, but that
somehow it was delivered by the ship to the New York Post Office and took
the 20¢ rate but the 3¢ stamp was honored. Against this is the belief that
no part payment was recognized and that this is not the type of cancellation
used on letters taking the 15¢ or 20¢ rate. Hope that you cen set me straight
on thise

Regerding your service, I would very much like to subseribe to it
and if you will let me know the cost, will be glad to send my check. I realize
that the material therein is not to be used in the Chatter or the Chroniclee.

I would like it only for my own informatione.

With best wishes,

Sincerely,



' Office Department

| from: STANLEY B. ASHBROOK
| P. O. Box 31

33.N_Ft. Thomas-Ave-—
FORT THOMAS, Ky,

One piece of ordinary mail addressec

ito ‘.Lgeﬁer lewning. .. |
Crescent Roaz
_(oneord. _Mass._ .

THIS RECEIPT DOES NOT PROVIDE FOR INi

U. 8. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFIOR 5—10325 ]




Auge 3, 1957.

Mr, Lester Downing,

Crescent Road,
Concord, lMass.

Dear Lester:

Yours of the 28th received with the 3¢ 1851 cover which I am returning
herewith, This "Ns YORK CTEAMSHIP" marking was used on mail brought into New
York by contraet mail ships from Panama, Havana or from certain Atlantic
coastal cities where one of the ships may have stopped enroute from Panama,
This could have been a double rate from California mailed direct to the ship -
that is 2 x 10 - (California rate 1851 - 1855 - single 6¢ paid - 10¢ unpaid -
Thus 20¢ due less 3¢ paid = 17¢ due), I agree that the use was probably 1852 or

posaibly 1853- RS — ST A A s PR i v

Further, I will hazard this guess = The writer was enroute to California
Via Panama, At Panama he mailed this letter to go back on the ship he (?) came
down on from New York, I have seen such covers with enclosures, This looks more
like a. male handwriting than female so perhaps it was to his wife - or to his
mother, This marking came into use as early as 1851 or 1850 -« offhand I forget,

& ain?orwa.fd:lng under separate covery, a sample copy of my "st. 1st
Service Issue in which I discussed a somewhat similar cover with "Due 4." The
owner sent it to me with the query = "Why Due 4 - I am gcomplet o I am

also including a photo print of the cover,

I believe the most faseinating feature of philately is to know as much as
possible about the items we collect, their background, cte,, etes, I like to make
covers talk to me - tell me their story - sounds kind of foolish to put it that
way but when I feel that I have correctly analysed a cover I sort of feel I have
made it tell me its story., I also believe & gy collectors miss this
féature entirely, d&on't you? LS

Re -~ the 1¢ to port postmasters. A good friend of mine down your way
raised a question re - the proper interpretation of Sec, 34 of the 1825 Act, It
has been my opinion that this was a charge against the general P,0,Department,
hence I wanted to give all the data I could lay hands on, I have even appealed
to Mr, Sumerfield, the present P,M,G,, for definite facts and he is having the *
subject investigated, You will note I further discussed certain features of the
subject in my current Service Issue,

Re = my Speeial Service. The subscription price is $100,00 per annum,
payable in advance on the lst of June of each year, I inaugurated the Service on
June lst, 1951, I furnishedetual photographs of items discussed and I cover
features of our postal history from the early days to along about 1880, I have
little interest beyond that period,

I limit the subscribers to a rather small number - At present only 32 -
hence I think the issues will always have value in the years to comey; I would
welcome you as a subscriber but if you feel the subscription is a bit more than



#2. m‘. Leatﬂ' Dwning - Augo 3’ 19570

the service would be worth to youy; don't hesitate to decline,
Have you seen Jean and Carroll of late?
With every good wish =
Cordially yours,



THUR RANDALL DAvIS ) -
6 BROOKS STREET J) 7 3 7'

WEST MEDFORD, MASS
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Feb, 18, 1957.

Dr. Arthur R, Davis,
76 Brooks Street,
West Medford, Mass.

Dear Arthur:
Thanks for yours of the 9th,

Sorry to learn you hav@ been ill, I trust you have fully recovered
by now, I got over my pneumonia then took down with "Shingles" - half-
way round my chest, I can hardly imagine anything more painful,

Re = that Baltimore "WAY 5" - We know it was used on the 1847 stamps
and on stampless covers = On the latter I have wondered if it meant just
due 5¢ or WAY and 5, Why not, if the Carrier was paid 1¢ at the Baltimore
Post Office? Do you know Michael Miller in Baltimore? If you have never
discussed this marking with him I will write him, Also Ferry Fuller
should have some ideas or perhaps facts,

Drop me a line and let me know how you are.

I have worn Mildred ragged this winter with all my pains and groans, so
tell Katherine she is lucky that you didn't have shingles, The devil him-
self invented thet painful jabbing = probably getting me in shape for things
to come,

With best to you both =

Cordially yours,



