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33N FE THOTISS AVES,

FORT THOMASuKY 81§

One piece of ordinary mail addresaéd,

Mr. Jack E. Molesworth

j02 Beacon Street

BOSTON (16) Mass.

THIS RECEIPT, WHICH MAY BE USED FOR DOMESTIC AND INTERNATIONAL MAIL,
DOES NOT PROVIDE FOR INDEMNIFICATION
PO 16—60310-1 POSTMASTER.



Allg. 20’ 1956'

My, Jack E, Molesworth,
102 Beacon Street,
Boston 16, Mass.

Dear Jack?

Yours of the 17th received, I agree with the remarks in the
first paragraph of your letter., I believe there is one person who should
own the Filstrup block, that is, if he has any intention of retaining his
whole collection of that stamp, Of course, if a person puts a eollection
together for resale then it might be a different story,.

Yes, I would like to know if the run-up bid was on the level,
I cannot imagine that two people were willing to pay such a price. I would
refuse to beliefeaanything in confirmation that such was the case, I do not
know the answer and don't care especially but I believe someone pulled the

old army game,

Re - the last paragraph. Jack, I have a Hanovia Lamp - It is a
large affair with a transformer and cost me $160,00, Do I put 3¢ 1861 under
this lamp to determine if they are pink, The answer is an emphatic NO, I
consider such stuff a lot of tommy-rot, It is my opinion that mueh of the
expertizing at the P,F, is done by Boggs. If I am right - then there is the

answer to many of the wrong certir%categ that are constantly being issued by
the Committee, Please keep the following strictly confidenmtial.

Several months ago Boggs sent me a photo of a cover to Cuatemala
with a 30¢ 1869 and asked my opinion, In reply I informed him that in my
opinion, the cover was a fake, that a 10¢ Bank Note had been removed and a 30¢
169 substitued, He replied that in his opinion I was wrong, that he considered
the cover genuine, Imaginel! I understand Herman Herst, Jr, is offering this
cover in a sale to come up in the near future with a P,F, certificate,

In the face of sueh %uff as this why should a person spend a life-
time meking an intensive Bay-by=day study of our postal history and postal mark-
ings -« stamps, etc.?

That Committee makes a joke of serious philateliec research work,

Re - the stamp you enclosed and which I return herewith, This is
a ROSE,

Note the enclosed., I see in the press that this crook recently
donated valuable phidatelic material to Boys Town.

With regards =
Sincerely yours,




August 17, 1956

Stan:

When the dummy mounting for Mr. Millard Mack's cover #14 was
being made it was compared with the paragraph in your letter to
him of Aug. 2, 1955, of which that page is enclosed. Data here -
.r happens not to agree with your interpretation; it shows the rate to
Italy by direct steamer to Germany was 1l4¢, and was 19¢ by Prussian
Closed Mail via England, Also the red British Transit postmark is
the same as is found on other covers carried by P.C.M.

The P.C.M. rate was higher because the service across England and
the North Sea or English Channel to Belgium was more expensive and
was faster. Yet in the last paragraph on the same page of your let-

9 ter you mention a 15¢ rate to Italy in "Closed Mail Via England" and
that "the 19¢ rate above was thru Hamburg and German mail and was
4¢ higher.n

I don't know what you mean by "Via North German Union." There was
a German=fustrian Postal Union and a North German Postal District,
y which appears on German stamps of 1868-69 as "Norddeutscher Postbe=-
zirk n

It is my understanding that the North German Lloyd and the Hamburg-
American Line ships did not unload mail in England, but carried it
to Bremen or Hamburg ndirect" - hence the lower rate.

It occurs to me therefore, that this letter did not leave New York
on the Hamburg steamer of October 26, 1869, but did go on another
ship which happened to leave New York on the same date, and that the
rate was 19¢ because the letter was in the P.C.M, via England.

Regarding the 3c plus 1¢ cover New York to Washington, with incor-
rect foreign mail postmark, the infereince I get¥is that the F.M.
postmark was applied incorrectly in the Carrier Dept. I would say not.
The F.M. postmark would not be in the Carrier Dept. because there
would be no use for it. After the letter left the Carrier Dept. it
got into the foreign mail by mistake and was struck with the F.M.
postmark in the Foreign Mail Dept. before the clerk noticed that it

"didn't belong."

Yes, there were red stamping pads in the pain section of the Phila-
delphia Post Office, and also in the Carrier Dept. But in my opinion
handstamps for marking unpaid postage rates on collect mail, either
incoming or outgoing, if both kinds were so marked, would be found
where they would be used, i.e., in the main post office and not in
the carrier dept. The facts do not eliminate the possibility of ac-
cidental or irregular use, as is shown by the N.Y. Wash. cover.

As covers with a WAY fee prepaid by stamp usually were not marked
WAY, unless they bear other evidence indicating WAY service, I am
obliged to assume that any which bear the postmark of a post office
where carrier service was in operation are 3¢ plus 1¢ carrier collec-
tion. The reason is being covered briefly in one paragraph in the
Carrier Book, so the reader may put eny cover in whichever class he

chooses.

*)LJnhﬁhww/Aégﬂﬁz; A?éfgg;i;zg%zy///



Aug. 25, 19560

Mr, Elliott Berry,
Box 333,
Westfieldy NedJ,

£ Elliotts
Replying to yours of the 17th, re - the Millard Mack cover

No. 14th, I do not know what your records show but I have the official
sailings and rates for October 1869 and they were as follows?

1 A ship of the Harmburg Line sailed on October 26, 1869 and was
. listed as follows, quotet "From New York by Hamburg Line Via Plymouth
. and Hamburg." The official rates were as followst

ITALY (Di!‘OCt closed mail Via England esssessescssss 15¢ per 0Ze
" Via North German Union direct ssessssscscses 1’#¢ 2 R
" " n it n (closed mail via
England cosnsrssene d9¢ M é 0Z e
g " French Mail 21¢ per % oz. = L2¢ per % oz,

I agsume that the writer overpais the rate and that the letter was sent direct
mail to }_ia_.gm? In the official list the Line is listed as the "Hamburg Line,"
At the moment I am not quite sure what the Company name was., There was only one

mail ship that sailed from New York on Tuesday Oct. 26, 1889, with U,S, mail for

Europe, As you are aware, mail for Europe was postmarked the date of departure,

I, therefore, assume that this letter was dispatched on that date,

The only photo of this cover that I can locate at the moment is the
illustration in the CGibson sale and it does not disclose all the markings,

I see no cause for argumemnt over the 3¢ plus 1¢ cover with the New
York foreign mail marking, Is it not sufficlent to conclude that the marking
was applied thru error? What does it matter how it got there?

Yours ete.,

PoSe==I have been up in Michigan all week, hence this tardy acknowledgement,



August 21, 1956

‘Stan:

Your letter of Sept. 18, 12955 to Mr. Mack is enclosed. I am
puzzled about the 10¢ 1869 on front cover to France, from San Fran-

cisco June 3, 1870.

The U.S. domestic rate S.F. to New York at that date was 3 cents.
Hence, if the 10¢ stamp paid postage only to the French mail ship,
the U.S. got 7 cents for putting the letter on that ship. But if
the letter had gone by U.S. mail ship, 10 cents would have paid the
postage across the U.S. and the Atlantic Ocean, to & port of arrival
in France, and only French internal postage would have been due.

The 16 decimes marking (nearlywu3l¢ U.S.) was the equivalent of the
rate for a half ounce letter at 15¢ per quarter ounce, and I suppose
8t represented the sea postage plus the French internal postage. It
brought the total postage up to 41 cents, which seems high. lipre
than ten years earlier letters were going for 15 cents and show no
decimes marking, i.e. 30¢ per half punce. Less than three years later
I note covwers up to 1/3rd punce going vie England for 16 cents, and
no decimes marking.

I

/:>7 Replying to yours of the 18th, I recall no insgtructions in the

PL&R regarding the color of ink to be used with handstamps for post-
marking domestic mail, and had no intention of inferring that they

did. Each post office had its own system - or lack of system - probably
according to the whim of the p.m. or the assistant p.m. or the chief
clerk. OSometimes a new postmaster way have made a change Jjust because
he had:authrqity to do so.

Here or there a pattern may appear. Probably there was a reason
beyond mere happenstance. The Philadelphia handstamps for & cents or
6 cents paid in cash may have been used at a certain window or by a
certain clerk as & means of identifying that class of meil, or the
clerk who took in the money. The "1 PAID" in blue may have been the
preference of the clerk who handled cash paid circulars.

uncertain

Sometimes such facts are useful, either in determining ,datess more
closely, or perhaps, as the English say, "spotting a wrong 'un." No
cleim is made that they have greater importance, regradless of how
interesting some collectors may find them.

As s

\

\ I do not question the cover, nor your solution. I just don't under-
stand why the rate should be so high, even if the letter weighed more
than a quarter ounce, as I suppose it did. \



L‘_.

Aug. 25, 1956,

Mr, Elliott Perry,

Box 333,
Westfield, N.J,

Elliotts
Upon our return today I found yours of the 2lst,

Re = my letter te Millard Mack of Sep, 18th, 1955 which you
enclosed and which I return herewith, I can assure you that the information
that I gave him is correct in every respect,

After Dec, 3lst, 1869 we had no treaty with France, Mail sent
from this country direct to France required the Ste ip Rate of 10¢ per
4 ounce, This rate applied whether the letter was earried by a U, S, meil
steamship or a French mail steamshid, In France such a letter was rated at’
8 decimes due if not over 74 grammes, and 16 decimes if not over 15 grammes,

I am sure Frank Hollowbush can show you a number of covers -
Car: ' % ships 3 fork in the first half of 1870 with the
0¢ steamhip rate as above as we es similar covers carried by U, S, mail
packets, If you would like to see photographs.of such covers I will be glad to
loan them to you from my files, By this I mean, not one tut a number, It has been
ny experience that t he French crooks have used such covers to fake, by removing
a 10¢ 1869 or a 10¢ Bank Note and substitubing a 30¢ 1869, They have menipulated
such covers in such a clever manner at times thet they appeared most convineing,
However, the inconsistency was a 30¢ rate in the Us S, direct to France with & decimes
due, but this in 999(?) cases out of a thousand apparently means absclutely nothing
to a U, S, collector, They go on the assumption that if a cover looks good it
certainly must be good, :

Re = color of postmark, It is my recollection that the U,S.=British
postal treaty was the first treaty that mentioned red markings for prepaid mail and
black for unpaid, This system was adopted Ly subsequent important treacties, but I
have never noticed any real evidence that the system of red and black was followed
on domestic mail, Naturally Jan, 1, 1856 was the dead=line so we only have to con-
sider the prior period,

Yours etc,,

PySe==le = the 10¢ steamship rate, For qxamplo consider the official table of
April 1870, To was listed as fiail - 10¢ per # oz, By Open Mail
Via England « 4¢ per § oz, This 10¢ steamhip rate applied to many countries - as’
for example Cuba = Also East Indies Via San Francisco = as well as China and Mexico
(Direct), etc,, ete, As you are aware it was a rate fixed by Confress.

Se
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Auge. 26, 1956.

Hl‘. Jack E. mmorth’
302 Beacon Ste,
Boston 16, lMass,

Dear Jack:

I wired you last night as fellows, quote:
"After a very thorough examination it is my opinion the
item is genuine and shows no evidence of cleaning in
other words an unused eighty six." (unguote)

Herewith the stamp, a 10¢ 1857, uncanceled,
Type IV, positicn 86ll, This position shows a secret mark
which I feel quite certain is unknown to any faker and
this copy shows that marking, I merely mention this fact
to show that I am quite positive that this is 86ll. I
made two exposures by ultrasviolet, prints herewith, which
speak for themselves,

My fee for this examination is $10,00,.
Sincerely yours,
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A.S. D. A A. P. S,

U.S. ENVELOPE SOCIETY
COLLECTORS CLUB OF N.Y.
U.S. CANCELLATION CLUB

3c 51-57 UNIT
R. I. PHILATELIC SOCIETY
NEW BEDFORD STAMP CLUB

August 24, 1956

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook
33 North Fort Thomas Avenue
Fort Thomas, Kentucky

Dear Mr. Ashbrook:

Please find enclosed two 3¢ 1869
covers from Atlantic, Iowa, one of which shows
the 3¢ bisected and used as 1¢.

I would value your opinion on these
and would ask that you sign the bisect if you
believe it to be genuine. As far as I know
they came out of original correspondence and
probably the cover is okay.

In this connection I have been mean-
ing to ask another question of you which has
to do with my auction catalogs. As you are
well aware, your name in phililately means a
great deal when it has been used to expertize
any item. There are many times when writing
an auctlon catalog I have wished that I felt
you would not be offended to have your name
mentioned as expertizer in the catalog itself.
Naturally, I would not do so without your ex-
press permission, and if you prefer will con-
tinue to merely say "Authenticated" without
using your name. However, I would much appre-
ciate it if you could see your way clear to al-
lowing me to use your name when the item bears
your signature or is accompanied by a letter
from you.

Trust you are having a very pleasant
summer. With my very best regards.

Sincerely yours,

~<—bQ/‘(N)_AL£Z Q - C \?(\U\Q’DQ—
()
Samuel C. Paige
SCP:HA



RECEIPT FOR CERTIFIED MAIL—15¢

SENT TO

MV‘ 51mue C :PaLQC_

POSTMARK
OR DATE

STREET AND NO,

45 Brompield 5= A4
Eoﬂo;v &) Moss i

N? 401683

If youwant a refurn receipt, check which

7¢ shows 31¢ shows to whom,
to whom when, and address
and when where delivered
delivered

Iyou want«re- g

stricted deljv-

N
ery, check here |

20¢ fee

POD Form 3800  Replaces previous editions of

July 1955 this form which MAY be used,



1.

-

Stick postage stamps to your letter to pay:

15-cent certified mail fee

First-class or airmail postage

Either return receipt fee (optional)

Restricted delivery fee (optional)

Special-delivery fee (optional)
If you want this receipt postmarked, stick the gummed stub
on the address side of the letter, leaving the receipt attached,
and present the letter to a postal employee.

. If you do not want this receipt postmarked, stick the

gummed stub on the address side of the letter, detach and
retain the receipt, and mail the letter.

. If you want a return receipt, write the certified-mail number

and your name and address on a return receipt card and at-
tach it to the back of the letter.
Save this receipt and present it if you make inquiry.

Y U. S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE  16—71547-2



A“&. 28’ 19560

m. Samuel C. Paige,
L5 Bromfield St"
Boston 8, lMass,

Dear lMr, Paige:

—~

Herewith the two covers as per yours of the 24th,

Regarding the one with the bisected 3¢ stamp, I suppose
this could be genuine, that is, that it went thru the mail as it
exists today, Howevery if it did I consider such things as fresks and
that they do not represent what they appear to be, viz., a provisional
use, I suppose by 1869 that there were many thousands of stamp collectors
and things like this were made, I do not approve of such material amd
prefer not to have my name associated in any way with such items, I
trust that you will appreciate my position.

Consider this item - If the writer had a 3¢ stamp ﬂﬁ:would she(?)
cut it in two and use it in this manner? Why didn't she use it without the
2¢ B,J.,? The P,M,G, issued an order in 1853 to postmasters not to recognize
for payment of postage any pieces of stamps or stamps cut out of stamped en=
velopes, I doubt if that order was ever reseisddd.,

Re = the use of my name in auction catalogues, I do resent such
use without my permission especlally when the use is by gyp concerns and I
enter a protest in such cases because on occasions they have used my name on
items that I never laid eyes upon.What can one do in such a case? If a valued
friend like Dan Kleeher would use my name I would consider it an honor and I
certainly would have no objection to such use by you,

With every good w:lsh%
Cordially yours,

(40-58)
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Ango 27’ 19560

f Mr, Samuel C, Paige,
45 Bromfield St.,
Boston 8, Mass,

Vear Mr, Paige:

' . I was away from home all of last week and found
yours of the 2lst with the eight covers on my return, I
regret to state that none of these are the M?_Q_Lhil. of
1836-1839 but just ordinary glow mail covers, believe all
mail to go by the "Fast Mail" had to be marked "EXPRESS MAIL,"
otherwise all mail went by the regular mail,

Incidentally; the Service was lnaugurated in
" November 1836 and was discontinued in June 1839,

! As ordinary stampless covers with no special
: featm'ea do you not agree that the enclosed lot has little
if any value?

Sincerely yours,

i
~
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August - 9, 19560

Mr, Edgar B, Jessup,
1475 Powell Sta,
Oakland, Calif,

Dear Edgars

Tle = yours of "Aug 1" mailed Aug. 21 and the 12¢ bisect.
This is a 12¢ bisect on a piece of cover, tied by a S.F.
pely of "JUN 1,* I do not recall how they arrived at the
n1853" use, iy records give no explanation on this point,
It came up in a sale by Harmer Rooke Jan, 13, 1953 and was
Lot 49, I have a regular photo of it, also 2 color slide.
It came up again in a sale by "STAMP AUCTION SFRVICE”"

(Henry Kuhlman June 6, 1956 as Lot 96), Henry stated it had

a P,F, certificate, I doubt if the PP, sent it to me, How
could they issue a certificate stating such a thing - & piece -
was gemuine? /s you are aware we have no record of a 12¢
bisect used from S,F. as early as June 1, 1853, Would you
like to see a print or my slide? Unless I have data to the

contrary my guess is that it could e good but not 1853.

Tours etc.,



