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�~�-�1�1�l�-�!�'�.� 
�a�r�.�a�r�.�~�.�l�!�-

3Jark 1£. flulrnwurtq 
Philatelic Dealer and Broker 

102 �~�e�a�r�l�l�l�t� �~�t�r�.�e�d� 

�~�1�l�5�t�o�l�t� 16, c®ta55arlpx5.ett5 

..• r . Sv\nley D . AshoroQk 
P.G. J.Jox 31 
33 Uorth Ft. TIIOLliis Ilvenue 
Fort Tho.n;;s, / entuckey 

Deir �3�t�~�n�,� 

August 17, 1956 

ar.;&.J'.. 
J'.-;lR-!,­

�~�-�~�-�"�'�·�l �) �l�.�f�f�i�'�-

•. ;my th;ml:s for your d iorts on the 5¢ L..5u block. P/lu:' .1ohloff 
i.'Jturnec, the l;ist selection I sent hin \n th COI.lf.1ent thilt hE' 'NilS out of 
the ."ilrKet :01:' il'l.hile • . I riil, not 1l1ention this bloc,( to hir.l, Lut Lelieve 
it Lligh t De '.'Iorth\\ttiJ. () tor you to do so if you. flppen to be cor-respond­
ing ,'Ii th 1l1in. I flgr �~�e� l0U, ... thilt • cnry Hill is the 10gic,1l person for-
thP. block ,nd it is il hell of ,I better �~�u�y� th;m ;1 11ULIocr of i �t�~�"�1�S� vhich 
he hilS Dough tilt '1uction r .:cr::ntly including his prize 'lep �c�o�~�e�r� Wd 'llso 

. -. 1 I" k :.v._ , severrtl 1 tel.ls tie bought In the CitSPi1 ry Sil e. 'lon t nmN hll r:.j hIll up 
on tile ,(lep cover but coulri prou;lbly find out ft'orn boL [,Ylo;m ,,\110 �~�t�t�e�n�.�i�e�r�J� 

Ulilt stile in .fly befJillf if you ,;emIr' Cilre to 11;,'11 0 lie ,.10 30. -,ob Lym,m :las 
seen this Dlock, but inrlicitted th;lt his '::urope; n custo, •. ers Hould not go 
for it riue to the pel cimcell;ltion I'hich . pp;lrr.:ntly is looked upon \.,ri th 
dUCt! oJ reCiter disf,lvor in Eu rope th,tn it is here. Un9 of his Custo ... (;;rs is 
the .:3wiss '1e;ller \,ho executed the unrJer bi'1 on the cover \.hicrl Hill �b�o�u�~�h�t� 

on 0eh;ilf of �~� client v,hose identity is undisclosed. 

enclosed is it �3�~� luol on \,hich I \voulri iippreci; .. te your opinion <lS to 
the possibility of its being a "pink". It rloesn' t see! .. to r.1e to quite 
h;we full enough color, yet it rioes h'lve rt pinlcish tint so I would : �p�p�r�~�­

ciilte your opInIon. IncirlenVilly , the custof.ler of mine �~�J�l�O� )UrChilseri the 
beiiutiful .. lint pink I sent you severill r"on tilS ilgo ;md �h�~�d� �~�u�r�n�e�a� �d�~�w�m� by 
the p. �r�. �) �~�,�n�e�n� in lew Yor:< ;..'ecently consulted with lJo99s ,,\ho showed hiLl 
the reterence copies in tile Luff collection ;-md together th =y put under tl-t_ 
ul trCi-vl01et lill p severill other copies of �p�i�n�l�~�s� ,,-,hich I hil �~� sent this 
custO .. lcr to trllce ,llong with hir.) for tnilt conference. The copies I sent 
hil .• \',hich in .. IY opinion \Jere IIOt ;IS nice iJS the one they turned dO\Jn Ci!l 
i{PP' r-ently COL1p;lr}rj very f;lvor;lbly VIi th the copy in the Luff T?fer.:mce 
collection im(l fluo.cr;:sced "ene S;lfile . TnE:.refore, flPP;lr-;ntly it is not ;\ 
�" �p�i�~�e�o�n� Llood" vJhich they ,Ire using for cO.,.pilrison. r ;Ithe.c-, their incon­
sistent opinions .IUSt be due to the couple1£? lilck of inrtert:nt phil:ltelic 
knowledge on the p,trt of th �~� people \\fIO ;.re renr:lering the!.l since I believe 
you will ; gree rendering ,m expert opinion solely bilsed or. COflp:lring fNery 
copy subr .. i tted \Ji th i\ reference copy; nrJ turnins it dO'.·Jn if it doesn' t 
:lppe;lr to be the SilLle is utterly �r�i�r�~�i�c�u�l�o�u�s �.� 
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Aug. 20, 1956. 

Mr. Jack E. Holesworth, 
102 Beacon Street , 

Boston 16, Hass . 

Dear Jack: 

Yours of the 17th received . I agree with the remarks in the 
first paragraph of your letter. I believe there is one person who should 
0\'111 the Filstrup block, that is, if he has any intention of retaining his 
whole collection of that stamp. Of course, if a person puts a collection 
together for resale then it might be a different story. 

Yes, I would like to know if the run-up bid was on the level . 
I cannot imagine that two people were willing to pay such a price. I would 
refuse to beliefe&anything in confirmation that such \'ias the case . I do not 
knovr the answer and don ' t care especially rut I believe soneone pulled the 
old ar~ game. 

Re - the last paragraph. Jack, I have a Hanovia Lamp - It is a 
large affair with a transformer and cost me $160. 00. Do I put 3¢ 1861 under 
this lamp to determine if they are pink. The answer is an emphatic "NO. I 
consider such stuff a lot of to~-rot . It is qy opinion that much of the 
expertizing at th e ~.F . is done by Boggs. If I am right - then there is the 
answer to JIJalV of the wrOng certificates that are constantly being issued by 
the Committee. Please keep the following strictly confidential. 

Several months ano Boggs sent me II photo of a cover to Guatemala 
with a 30¢ 1869 ani asked ~ opinion. In reP4r I informed him that in my 
opinion, the cover "ras a fake, that a 10¢ Bank Note had been removed and a 30¢ 
' 69 subst itued. He replied that in his opinion I was wrong, tm t he considered 
the cover genuine. Imagine I I I understand Herman Herst , Jr. is offering this 
cover in a sale to cone up in the near future with a P. F. certificate. 

q 
In the face or SUD ituff as this why should a person spend a life-

time llUlking an intensive fiay-by ay study of our postal history and postal mark­
ings - stamps, etc. ? 

That Committee makes a joke of serious philatelic research work . 

Re - the stamp you enclosed and which I return herm'lith. This is 
a~. 

Note the enclosed . I see in the press that this crook recently 
donated valuable pillatelic material to Boys T<M1l. 

rlith regards -
Sincerely yours , 



0' 

August 17, 1956 

Stan: 

Vfuen the dummy mounting for Mr. Millard Mack's cover #14 was 
being made it was compared with the paragraph in your letter to 
him of Aug. 2, 1955, of which that page is enclosed. Data here 
happens not to agree with your interpretation; it shows the rate to 
Italy by direct steamer to Germany was l4¢, and was 19¢ by Prussian 
Closed Mail via England. Also the red British Transit postmark is 
the same as is found on other covers carried by P.C.M. 

The P.C.M. rate was 'higher because the service across England and 
the North Sea or English Channel to Belgium was more expensive and 
was faster. Yet in the last paragraph on the same page of your let­
ter you mention a l5¢ rate to Italy in "Closed Mail Via England" and 
that "the 19¢ rate above was thru Hamburg and German mail and was 
4¢ higher." 

I don't know what you mean by TtVia North G-erman Union." There was 
a German-Austrian Postal Union and a North German Postal District, 
which appears on German stamps of 1868-69 as "Norddeutscher Postbe-­
zirk. " 

It is my understanding that the North German Lloyd and the Hamburg­
American Line ships did not unload mail in England, but carried it 
to Bremen or Hamburg "direct" - hence the lov.er rate. 

It occurs to me therefore, that this letter did not leave New York 
on the Hamburg steamer of October 26, 1869, but did go on another 
ship which happened to leave New York on the same date, and that the 
rate was 19¢ because the letter was in the P.C.M. via England. 

Regarding the 3c plus l¢ cover New York to Washington, with incor­
rect foreign mail postmark, the infere;lnce I get-tis that the F. M. 
postmark was applied incorrectly in the Carrier Dept. I would say not. 
The F.M. postmark would not be in the Carrier Dept. because there 
would be no use for it. After the letter left the Car r ier Dept. it 
got into the foreign mail by mistake and was struck with the F.M. 
postmark in the Foreign Mail Dept. before the clerk noticed that it 

"didn't be:I.ong." 

Yes, there were red stamping pads in the main section of the Phila­
delphia Post Office, and also in the Carrier Dept. But in my opinion 
handstamps for marking unpaid postage rates on coll ect mail, either 
incoming or outgoing, if both kinds were so marked, would be found 
where they would be used, i.e., in the main post office and not i n 
the carrier dept. The facts do not eliminate the possibility of ac­
cidental or irregular use, as is shmVll by the IiI . Y. Wa she cover. 

As covers with a WAY fee prepaid by stamp usually' were not mar ked 
WAY, unless they bear other evidence indicating WAY service, I am 
obl iged to assume that any which bear the postmark of a post office 
where carrier service was in oper ation are 3¢ plus l ¢ carrier collec­
tion. The reason is being covered briefly in one paragraph i n the 
Carrier Book, so the reader may put any cover in whichever class he 
chooses. 



Nr. Elliott f3erry .. 
Box 333, 

l'iestfield , N. J . 

... Elliott : 

Aug. 25, 1956. 

Replying to yours of the 17th, re - the Hillard ?hck cover 
No . 14th. I do not knOVl what your records show but I have tho official 
sailings and rates for October 1869 and they WC1'e as foll~'1a: 

A ship of the Hormburg Line sailed on October 26, 1869 and was 
listed as follows, quote: "From Uew York by Hamburg Line Via ~~outh 
and Hnmburg . lJ The official rates v/ere as follows: 

ITf~Y (Direct closed mail Via Enaland ••••• • •••••••• 15¢ per t oz . 
" Via I~orth Gerraan Union direct •••••••••••••• 14¢ " '2" 
II II II II "(closed mail via 

II ~ oz . ~1and ••••••••••• 19¢ 
II French Hail 2l¢ per ~ oz . - 42¢ per ~ oz! " 

I assume that the Joiter overpaid the rate and that the letter ",as sent by direct 
mail to Hamburg. In the official list the Line is li. ted as the "Hamburg Line . " 
At the moment I a.t:l not quite sure \-Ihat the Compal'\Y' ,,'lBJIle was. There was only one 
rnail ship that sailed from New York on Tuesday Oct . 26, 16a9, \-nth U. S. mail f or 
Europe. As you are awal'e, mail for Europe ~/as postmarked the dat e of dep:lrt ure. 
I .. therefore, assume that this letter was dispatched on that date. 

The only photo of this cover that I can locate at the moment is the 
illustration in the Gibson sale and it does not disclose all the nnrkings . 

I see no cause for argument over the 3¢ plus l¢ cover '\'lith the New 
York foreign nail nnrking . Is it not suffieient to conclude that the marking 
was applied thru error? \.nat does it matter hO\ol it got there? 

Yours etc. , 

P. S.-I have been up in Hichigan all ~/eek, hence this tard r acknCMledgenent. 



.... 

August 21, 1956 

'stan: 

Your letter of Sept. 18, 1955 to Mr. Mack is enclosed. I am 
puzzled about the 10¢ 1869 on front cover to France, from San Fran­
cisco June 3, 1870. 

The U.S. domestic rate S.F. to New York at that date was 3 cents. 
Hence, if the lO¢ stamp paid postage only to the French mail ship, 
the U. S. got 7 cents for putting the letter on that ship. But if 
the letter had gone by U.S. mail ship, 10 cents would have paid the 
postage across the U.S. and the Atlantic Ocean, to a port of arrival 
in France, and only French i n ternal postage would have been due • 

The 16 decimes marking (nearly~31¢ U.S.) was the equivalent of the 
~ate for a half ounce l e tter at 15¢ per quarter ounce, and I suppose 
.t represented the sea postage plus the French internal postage. It 
brought the total postage up to 41 cents, which seems high. More 
than ten years earlier letters were going for 15 cents and show no 
decimes marking, i.e. 30¢ per half punce. Less than three years later 
I note cobers up to 1/3rd punce going via England for 16 cents, and 
no decimes marking. 

~ Replying to yours of the 18th, I recall no insKtructions in the 
PL&R regarding the color of ink to be used with handstamps for post­
marking dome s tic mail, and had no i n tention of inferring that they 
did. Each post office had its ovm system - or lack of system - probably 
according to the whim of the p.m. or the assistant p.m. or· the chief 
clerk~ Sometimes a new postmaster may have made a change just because 
he had ~ aut~r~ity to do so. 

Here or there a pattern may appear. Probably there was a reason 
beyond mere happenstance. The Philadelp~~a handstamps for 3 cents or 
6 cents paid in cash may have been used at a certain window or by a 
certain clerk as a means of identifying that class of mail, or the 
clerk who took in the money. The "1 PAIDI! in blue may have been the 
preference of the clerk who handled cash paid circulars. 

uncertain 
Sometimes such facts are useful, either in determining~dates s more 

closely, or perhaps, as the English say, "spotting a wrong 'un.1! No 
clc..im is made that they have greater- importance, regradless of how 
interesting some collectors may find them. 

AS~7 

f I do not question tho cover, nor your solution. I just don't under­
stand why the rate should be so high, even if the letter weighed more 
than a quarter ounce, as I suppose it did. 



) 
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i Mr. Elliott Perry, 
Box 333, 

"/estfield., N. J . 

Elliott I 

Aug . 25, 1956. 

Upon our return today I found yours of the 21st . 

He - rtf:! lettf;r tc }.~ard fack of Sep. 1Bth" 1955 \'Jhich you 
enclosed and which I return hereuith, I can assure you thet the information 
that I gave him is correct in fNery respect. 

After Dec. 31st, 186ge had no treat.y with France. Hail sFnt 
from this country ~ct to Frnnce requit'ed the steamship Rate of 10¢ per 
~ ounce. This rate applied \mether the letter we. c8.rried by a U. S. rn.ai.1 
steamship or a French mail steamship. In France such a letter was rated at" 
e decimes due if not over 7/a gra.I!lI:lCS, and 16 dec:ines if not over 15 grllmInes. 

I am sure Frank Hollowbuah can shOl·r you a number of COV(;TS • 

carried by French lhil ships from !f€'ll York in the first half of 1870 with the 
10¢ steamship rate us above as \-lell as s:i..milar covers carried by U. S. mil 
packets. If you would 1ik to see phot06raphs~of such cover I l~111 be ~lad to 
loan them to you from r:ry filcs . By this I mean, not one tut a numbur. It huo b en 
rv experience that tho French crooks have used such COVErs to fake, by rCllloving 
a 10¢ 1869 or a 10¢ Bank Note and substituting a 30¢ 1869. They have manipulated 
such covers in such a clever manner at times that they appeared most convincing. 
However, the inconsistency \vas a 30¢ rate in the U. S. direct to Fr2.nce "lith 8 decimes 
due, but this in 999(?) cases out of a thousand apparently means absc1uGe1y nothL~ 
to a U. S. collector. They go on the assumption th .~ if a cov(;r looks good it 
certainly must be good . 

Re - color of postmnrk . It is ~ recollection th<It the U. S.-British 
postal treaty was the firot treaty that n:entioned ~ m,LkL"l[ S for prepairl rr'{li1 and 
black for unra:i.d. This system vias adopted by subsequent 1Jnpcrtant tre ties, but I 
have never noticed aI\V real evidence the-i:, the system of red and black \18S followed 
on domestic mail. Naturally Jan. 1, 1856 was the dead- line so we only have to con­
sider the prior period. 

Yours etc., 

P. S.--Re - the 10¢ steamship rate. For example , consider the o£fieial table of 
April 1870. To France was listed as By Direct nail - 10¢ per ! oz. By Open Mail 
Via Englam - l~¢ per i oz. This 10¢ steamship rate applied to Illt.'ln;y countries - as 
for example Cuba - Also East Indies Via San Fro..ncisco - as well as China and Nexico 
(Direct ) , etc., etc. As you are a.ware it wa.s a rate fixed by Confress. 

S. 



A.P .S . S .P .A. C .S .A. B.P .A. A.S .D.A. C .C .N.Y. 





Mr. Jack f. Molesworth 
102 Beacon Street 

BOSTON (/6) Mall# 

Re - ( 0 d ! ~!:J I 
-
J.f~ J \I" 
}JV)(, [J V) ce ted 
<g(0 L I 
--- -- . 



l·fr . Jack E. l~oles'l1orth , 
102 Beacon St., 

Boston 16, "hss. 

Dear Jack: 

Aug. 26~ 1956. 

I wired you last night as follows .. quote: 
IIAfter a v-ry thorough examination it is my opinion the 
item. is genuine and shot45 no evidence of cleaning in 
other words an unused eighty six .. " (UI1(uote) 

Uermdth the stamp, a 10¢ 1857, ]!!£8nceled, 
Type IV, positicn 86lJ.. This position shm-rs a secret mark 
which I feel quite certain is unknol\'Il to any frumr and 
this copy shOt<1s that marking. I m0r~ mention this fact 
to show that I am ouite positive that this is B611 . I 
made tuo ~"'(posuY'es by ultra-violet, 1 rints herewith, which 
speak for themselv6s. 

l.~ fee for this exa.nlnation is ~10.00. 

Sincerely yours .. 







Member 
A . S. D. A. A . P . S . 

U . S. ENVELOPE SOCIETY 
COLLECTORS CLUB OF N . Y . 

U . S . CANCELLATION CLUB 
3c 51-57 UNIT 

R. I. PHILATELIC SOCIETY 

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook 
33 North Fort Thomas Avenue 
Fort Th~mas, Kentucky 

Dear Mr. Ashbrook: 

August 24, 1956 

Please find enclosed two 3¢ 1869 
covers from Atlantic, Iowa, one of which shows 
the 3¢ bisected and used as 1¢. 

I would value your opinion on these 
and would ask that you sign the bisect if you 
believe it to be genuine. As far as I know 
they came out of original correspondence and 
probably the cover is okay. 

NEW BEDFORD STAMP CLUB In this connection I have been mean-
ing ~o ask another question of you which has 
to do with my auction catalogs. As you are 
well aware, your name in philately me.ans a 
great deal when it has been used to expertize 
any item. There are many times when writing 
an auction catalog I have wished thqt I felt 
you would not be offended to have your name 
mentioned as expertizer in the catalog itself. 
Naturally, I would not do so without your ex­
press permission, and if you prefer will con­
tinue to merely say "Authenticated" without 
using your name. However, I would much appre­
ciate it if you could see your way clear to al­
lowing me to use your name when the item bears 
your signature or is accompanied by a letter 
from you. 

Trust you are having a very pleasant 
summer. With my very best regards. 

SCP:HA 

Sincerely yours, 

~C?_y~ 
l+t'(\/ 

Samuel C. Paige 
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RECEIPT FOR CERTIFIED MAIL-15¢ 

CITY AND STATE 1\ ~ 

If you wFJn~~IS:;'!iPt. c~lk Whicrft~:~an~re-
D 7t shows D 3lt shows to whom., stricted deliv-

to whom. when, and address ery, check here 
and when where delivered D 
delivered lOt fee 

POD Form 3800 Replaces previous editions of 
July 1955 this form which MAY be used. 

POSTMARK 
OR DATE 



- r 

1. Stick postage stamps to your letter to pay: 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

IS-cent certified mail fee 
First-class or airmail postage 
Either return receipt fee (optional) 
Restricted delivery fee (optional) 
Special-delivery fee (optional) 

If you want this receipt postmarked, stick the gummed stub 
on the address side of the letter, leaving the receipt attached, 
and present the letter to a postal employee. 
If you do not want this receipt postmarked, stick the 
gummed stub on the address side of the letter, detach and 
retain the receipt, and mail the letter. 
If you want a return receipt, write the certified-mail number 
and your name and adJress on a return receipt card and at­
taah it to the back of the letter. 
Save this receipt and present it if you make inquiry. 

'* u. S. GOVERNMtN'T PRINTlrlG OFFICE 16-71547-2 



Mr. Samuel C. Paige, 
45 Bromfield St., 

Boston 8, I,ass . 

Dear Hr. Paige: 

Aug. 28~ 1956. 

Here\dth the two covers as per yours of the 24th. 

Regarding the one with the bisected 3¢ stamp. I suppose 
this could be genui'1.e" that is, that it went thru the mail as it 
exists today. However, if it did I consider such things as freaks and 
that they do not represent wh;:..t they appear to be, viz ., a provisional 
use. I suppose by 1869 that there were n1arv thousams of stamp collectors 
and things like this \"1ere made. I do not approve of such material ani 
prefer not to have my name a.ssociated in any way ,rlth such items. I 
truzt tha.t you will appreciate my position. 

Consider this item - Ii' the writer had a 3¢ stamp ~. \."ould she ( ?) 
cut it in tl .. ro and use it in this manner? \fuy didntt she use it \>rithout the 
2¢ D. J . ? The P . M. G. issued an order in 185.3 to postmasters not to recognize 
for payment of postaee any pieces of stamps or stamps cut out of stamped en­
vel opes. I doubt if that order was ever reselirlGcW. 

Re - the use of nv name in auction catalogues. I do resent such 
use without nw permission especially \"hen the use is by gyp concerns and I 
enter a protest in such cases because on occasions they have used '!D.Y' name on 
items that I never laid eyes upon. What can one do in such a case'? If' a. valued 
friend like Dan Kleeher would use 1'1\1 nane I \<lOuld consider it an honor and I 
certainly would have no objection to such use by you. 

Cordially yours, 
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1~. Samuel C. Paige, 
45 Bromfield St ., 

Boston 8, Hass . 

pear Hr. Paige: 

Aug. 27, 1956. 

I was avmy from hooe all of last leek and foum 
yours of the 21st with the eight covers on m:r :return. I 
regret to state that none of these f're the Exnress fail. of 
1836-1839 but just ordinary slow J"I-ail covers. I believe all 
mail to go by the "Fast Hail" had to be mc'lrked. "EXPRE.'-lS HAIL,f! 
otherwise all mail went by the regular 1!I8.il. 

Incidentaliy, the Service 'las inaugurated in 
liovember 1S36 am was discontinued in June 1S39. 

As ordinary stampless covers dth no special 
features do you not agree that the enclosed lot has little 
if any value? 

Sincerely yours • 

• 



--. 
mARCHANT 

CAL C U L AT 0 R S, INC, 

MEM'2, FROM OFF ICE OF GENERAL MANAGER 

TO~~ DATE ~ I ,(7 s"h 

~ 4 l7- tf ?r'-~ ~~ J ~~ "'-1 6 - a-.:.A ~ J 
t ~ ~ - ~ r-vv--,~/ 

~ iF'J' ~ I !>O J.-. ~ JY.e' v-e ~ 
~~#= fo-7/S7~ -
~~ kHC?.jJ~~~ 

r 



~ • . agar B. Jessup, 
JJ.75 Po"cll St., 

Oakland, Calif. 

Deer Edgar: 

l.ugust 29 J 1956. 

'"'e - Y" 5 of "flug 111 mailed Aug. 21 .md the 12 ,_ bisect. 
This is a 12¢ bisect on a piece of cover" tied b.y a S. F. 
p . m. of "JUt" 1 . 1: I d not recall h they arrived at the 
n~1I use. ,;y r cor s ive no explnna.tion on thin point . 
It ca:ne in a s<Jle by If.':rncr Rooke Jal1. 13.> 1953 and rs 
Lot 49. I have a re la~ photo of it, also a color ~lide . 
It Catl· up a'ain in a s~e by liST lJ1P AUC'!' _OU S V _CE ! 

(1: my KuhJ..mn June 6, 19~6 as Lot 96) . emy tatoo it had 
;2 .F. certific te. I d ubt if tho p. ;\ . f,erIt i to c . lio\i 
could the~' isSl e a certificate s:tnti g such a t ling - a_niece -
ras genuin? As you are a rnrc 'e have no record of a .l2¢ 

bis""ct used f • S. F. n cm'ly ~s J lnP 1 le53 . 'Jould you 
like to see a pr int or nu elide? trnl 55 I have data. to t e 
contrc...7!V' ess is th"'t i could ro good but noi.. Sll. 

Yours etc., 


