


































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































OF CARsON CITY

) (ORP&)&AYED

RYSTAL

CARSON CITY, MICHIGAN Tonia, Michigan.
May 11, 1956.

Dear Stan:

Of necessity, this will be a long winded letter and hope you will bear with me.

I'11 skip the details of the FIPEX Show. It was bigeger than ever and well run,
I thought had a good time but came back more tired than when I started, due
to no sleep. You were very wise in deciding not to attend - it would have been

most fatiguing and tiring.

‘ (a) Your letter of May 8th enclosing Stark cover #657 priced @ $L2.50 with
12¢ 1851 not tied. I cuite agree with your conclusion that this stamp was
never used on this cover. BEverything about the cover leads to this conclusion.
Your quartz lamp should clearly show pen marks you refer to. I sugsest it be

"~ withdrawn from sa amgved from cover and sold as an "off-cover" stamp. J

(b) Now to yours of April 25th enclosing the Stark cover #1761 which Fortegang
plated accurately as 85-86-87 R-3. My check enclosed for $50.00 (instead of
$10.00 as you sugzested) as I would like to have you sign same on back with
the plate positions which I'm sure you can now do. Please return Fortgang's
letter when returning the cover.

(c); Now for some items I picked up at New York. Here is a real curiosity!

Fo¥%d price current from Boston with a clear "BOSTON WAY 1 PAID" on a Plate One
Early 1¢ stamp and then open the circular and note the date - May 1 1851.

Sixty days before the stamps were first issued. How do you exvlain?

sugrestion is that the printer in error used "1851" wher=as it was really "1852."
You might want to write this up in your "Special Service" calling attention to how
someone might easily be fooled by such an error. Interesting anyway?

(d) Off cover single of Scott's #60 in nice condition. Please examine carefully
and if you agree it is the true "violet" Scott's No. 60, will you please sign
on the back and any comments you care to make will be appreciated.

(e) Small neat cover of the 104 perforated 1857 Type I. If OK, please sign
on back and return.

(f) Cover with 1¢ 1851 Type IV - position L1-R1L showing the "cracks" better
than any example I have ever seen, used with hor pair 3¢ 1851 on 34 stamped
envelope to California in 1856. The 1¢ shows part of the center line.
Unfortunately pen cancelled. Cost $20.00. Stan - shall I take this off the
cover and show as a single off cover or leave it on the cover? Please advise.
If you think I ought to leawve it on the cover, please sign the cover on the back
with usual comments.

() Cover with lovely sinegle position 99-R-7 with curl nicely tied. Thought you
would like to see this. Please sign on back. i

(h) And now to the best item of the bunch. Plate Five. Neinken and Fortgang
have completed all positions of the left pane with the exception of the missing
imprint position 61-L-5. They told me this was only position lacking and how

to identify it etc. I got this from Howard Lehman - Fortgang later checked it
very carefully at his home and it is positively 61-L-5 with imprint. Could not
of course be from Plate Seven as the last "i" of Cincinnati is missing on left
pane of Flate Seven. MNort was sure discusted with Howard Lehman (confidential)
when he learnad Howard had sold it to me for peanuts without letting Mort see it.
Of course Lehman had no idea what position it was. Stan - please photograph this
ind send prints to Neinken and Fortgang, and please sign on back when returning

o me.

I spent a great desl of time with Henry Hill of Minneapolis and enjoyed every
minute. Henry is a wonderful chap and the best company in the world. He helped
me mount and dismount my exhibit.




BRI oy (o
= — = OF CARsON CITY
TCORPO& TED

CARSON CITY, MICHIGAN
ot May 11 1956.

Henry has a wonderful showing of the 5¢ of 1856 and 1857.

Now the following is confidential and I want to make it clear that all T am
seeking is information. I will describe a lovely cover and would like to

have you explain to me something I don't understand about the rate markings

and as you know, as a protege of Harold Stark for many years, I thought I

knew something about rate markings to France from the U.S. before and after

the treaty that went iNto effect April 1, 1857. Harold tried to cet these
rates through my stupid head and of course your Special Service has many times
called attention to the rates, and I also have the Jaeger chart you sent me

and I thought I knew these rates by heart. Anyway - here goes. See sketch
attached. The cover in question was addressed to "Garnier - Nantes France
from New Orleans and has two clear twon cancels of New @rleans and "JUL 15 1857
which was after the treaty went into effect. These New Orleans town cancels
tie the vertical strip of three gorgeous 5¢ imperfs to the cover. In upver
right part of cover is the French receiving marking reading "ET UNIS SERV AM. A
HAVRE 6 JUL 57," in red. Why red I wonder? Mostly are in black. Now the
puzzling part to me! Also tying the strip to cover is the "NEW YORK JUN 22"
and the large mmeral "3" but in black. Why black, Stan? It ought to be in
red if the cover went paid and there is nothineg on the cover like "Short Paid"
or anything. I AM CONFUSED! On the back of this letter sheet, I have indicated
where this cover came from but vlease don't look at this until you have studied
the above and my attached sketch. Not for anything in the world would I even
intimate that I am puzzled about this cover - it would have to be genuine -

it was passed upon as genuine by all the outstanding experts of Europe. Only
you as far as I know have not passed on it. It was the sensation the FIPEX
show. Please - please - Stan - do not get my name mixed up as even not
understanding such a rate. I'm supposed to know better and no doubt you

can explain the rate to me.

Can you send me a list of prices realized at the Willy Belasse sale held
last March in Brussels? Would like to have one. Thanks.

Have not seen Rene in more than three weeks now. She is up fishing trout on
the Pere Marauette River and I plan to go up there tomorrow. Have talked with
her on phone. She fell in the first day and got rolled around and came home
and had a bone-cracker give her three treatments amd then went back, but this
was while I was in New York. My best to you and Mildred.

JGF/
Enc $50.00




See Lot #527 Belasse sale March 28 1956.



Yay 1k, 1956,

Mr, J, Gs Fleckenstein,
419 Union Street,
Ionia, Mich,

Dear Jack:

Yours of the 1lth did not arriv@ until today, It was nice to hear from you.
No doubt you had a fine time in New York and I was pleased to learn that you spent
a lot of time with Henry Hill, Of course, you know how much Mildred and I think
of him, He is a grand character,

Now for your letter, I am sure you have a copyy so I will reply in the same
order, viz:

(B) = Re = the 1¢ 1851 Plate 3 cover - ex=-Stark 85-86-B7R3, As requested, I
have signed it on the back and I am returning it herewith, also $10,00 betause I
cannot. accept any c@mmission on any Stark items that you wish to purchase, Further,
you cannot pay me any fee for authenticating any items or signing them for you, I
carefully checked the plating by Morris and it is correct, I have signed it on the
back and with it I return the Fortgang letter together with $10,00 in cash,

(A) Stark cover #657 - 12¢ '51 cover priced @ 42,50, I will send this up to
Ruth and cuote you and request her permission to withdraw it from sale, .Thanks.

(C) cover with 1¢ 1851 = Plate 1E - on eircular, dated % 1, 1851, This cover
was sent to me by Charlie Phillips back in 1935, Here is a p from my notes that

I made about it at that time (1935), also a tracing I'made of the Boston postmark,
Please return this slip as it is the only copy I have, Bear in mind that the printed
circular rate prior to July 1, 1851, was "one sheet -« 3¢ prepaid," There is not a
chance in the world that this use was May 1, 1851, The earliest lmown use of this
postmark is Nov, 8, 1851 in red, The earliest known use in black is May 19, 1852, If
your cover is May 1, 1852, it i1s the earliest known use in b » The latest known
use is Nov, 16, 1353, (Boston Bostal Markings by M, C, Blake = p,130 = marking 601 on
pe 131), I made a new photo and I may do as you suggest - use this in a Service
Issue, Thanks, The cover is returned herewith,

(D) 24¢ 1861, This wag 760, but it is a "washed out" and faded copy. As such,
I do not care to sign it, as I cannot explain on the back of the copy that it is a
true example of the #60, As it now is, it is too close to the red lilac for me to

‘imo

(E) Cover with 10¢ 1857 =« Type I, This is OK and I signed it on the back as
above,

(F) 1¢ 1851 = JIR1L erack, By all means leave this on the cover, The use
was Feb, 14, 1856 = late impression, also 1855 shade of the 3¢ 1851, A mighty nice
cover and a fine example of 41RlL., Don't disturb the cover in any way - is my advice.
Chepp @ $20,00, I signed it on the back,

(G) One Cent 1857 = Plate 7 = Shoulder curl, Jack this is a scarce item = darn
rare - cheap @ $15,00, I signed it on the back,



-

#2' lﬁ‘. JQ G. Fleck.astein - m ll}’ 1956.

(H) One Cent 1857 = Type V. Imprint, Quite some item, I made several good
photos and I will send prints to Mort and Morris and to you, I did not check the
plating but I note the "Cineinnati" and if Morris says it is I am sure he
is right, so I have signed it on the back as such, Of course, it was just an ime
print to Lehman and he thought he was obtaining a big price for it = far more than
Mort would pay hime

Re =~ the Klep cover = Garnier to Nantes = V,S. of 3 = 5¢ 1856 « note your
diagran -
New Orleans JUL 15, 1857
New York JAN 22
Havre JUL 6

Apparently the above are incorrect ang on the cover are no doubt =

New Orleans JUL 15 1857
New York JUL 22 (1857)
Havre AUG 6 57

Of course, a bl: New York on a 15¢ rate by Amer, Pkt direct to with a 3¢ debit
would be wrong, The New York postmark should be red and the "3" sh be at bot%om
with "PAID" .at tops Inasmuch as this was in the earﬁy days of the treaty the
could have made an error and used the wrong "3" stemper and also the wrong color of ink,
Again I repeat = a 15¢ rate, paid by Amer. Pkt, direct to Havre would mean a 3¢ credit
IN RED to France, had the letfier been entirely unpaid (single) there would have been a
debit of 12¢, Thus I repeat, if your diasgram is correct there is an error in
dates and an error in golor and TYPE of the New York stamper,

586 e = Re - prices, Although I requested a list of prices I have never
received one, At this writing I do not have a list but if I cannot obtain one from
Belasse I will borrow socmeone's catalogue and make a copy, This whole sale was most
unsatisfactory from a U, S, viewpoint, Hill thinks Belasse is a prince, but I think
he is a louse, Vhen and if I get a list I will send you a copy.

Be trust that Rene is perfectly OK, and suffered no 11l effects from her fishing
trip. :

If I have overlooked any points in your letter be sure and advise me,
With all good wishes to you both from Mildred and me,

As ever yours,
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Form 3813-P (4-54)

RECEIPT FOR INSURED PARCEL n, /G 2

W v delivery at

4 Wwé __________________
(Polt office of address) WRJTE PLAINLY
Poslage ............... cts.  Special b ﬁ ........... cls,
Insurance fee .?_Z__Q_-_ ts.  Return receipt ._......._2oo cls.
Special delivery .__________ cs.  Restricted,dfivery ... cls,
Fragils) 200 gyl Coigi Perishable ._........ % e
Other

endorsemen}y/.

SENDER.—Enter name and address of addressee on other sxde
and read information regarding endorsements and indemnity.

(State)

(Postmark of




SAVE THIS RECEIPT UNTIL PARCEL IS ACCOUNTED FOR
This receipt must be submitted to support any claim for LOSS. In case of

damage, spoiling, or partial loss, the wrapper bearing the insurance serial number
may be submitted for consideration as evidence of insurance if receipt is not available.

Unless specifically noted on receipt by postal employee, it is understood the
parcel contains nothmg of a fragile or perishable nature. In the absencN‘*vn-
dorsement on receipt, no indemnity will be paid for fragile or perishable matter’
not properly prepared for mailing.

Claim must be filed within 1 year from date of mailing.

SENDER—Enter below name and complete address of addressee. Show if
addressed in care of person, hotel, etcsy

INSURANCE COVERAGE IS AVAILABLE UP TO $200

GPO ¢9~—16-—63820-2



May 16, 1956.

Mrsfc. Dora J. Hanus,
' ReDy #1,
Berwick, Pa.

Dear Mrs, Hanus:

Herewith I am returning your 5¢ 1862 Red Brown cover to India
in 1864, I am pleased to state that in my opinion this cover is
genuine in every respect and I have endorsed it as such on the back,
I puess you thought it strange that there was a 5¢ stamp on such a letter,
but the explanation is that this was the "U,S, 5¢ ;ggg%" under the
terms of U,S,=British Postal Treaty of December 18L8, s 5¢ payment
has at times in the past been referred to as the "Ship to shore rate,” but
such a term is incorrect, It was not the U,S, domestic but the sum allotted
per % oz, under that Treaty for the internal, For example, the gingle or
halfeounce rate was 24¢ and was divided as follows:

U. S. Intel‘nal eown 5¢

Sea(Atlantic
Crossing) «es.l6¢
British Internal .. 25
2L

This letter was conveyed to Britain by a British mail steamer from New York
on Jlednesday, Feb, 24, 1864, It reached London on March 8th or more likely
was despatched from London on that date, Postage from the U,S, frontier

was collected at destination from the addressee of one shilling five pence =
as per the mamuscript marking on face of "§/5" - equivalent at that time of
approximately 34¢, hence the totel rate paid was 39¢ for the conveyance, I
believe it is a bit unusual to see covers going abroad with the U,S.-British
"Internal" paid by the 5¢ Fed Brown, There is nothing questionable about this
cover and it is quite a nice item.

Sincerely yours,



May 16, 1956.

To
Mrs. Ce Dora Je a,am,

ij.Ck’ Pa,

For authentication of
5¢ 1862 Red Brown
cover to India ssesvecsesesOsEBOOE S 35.00

RECEIVED {mmm

May 15, 1956.



May 16, 1956,

Mrs, C, Dora J. Hanus,
R.D. #l’
Berwick, Pa,

Dear Mrs, Hanus:

Thanks very much for yours of the lhth with check for 45,00,
Under separate cover I am today forwarding to you by insured book post,
the two (2) volumes of my study of the One Cent of 1851-1857., I am
sure you will find Vol. 2 contains a lot of data that will be of much
assistance to you., Both books are in excellent condition,

I am enclosing herewith a receipt for my fee on your 5¢ 1862 cover
to India as per separate letter, I trust thst my analysis of this
cover will prove interesting, If there are any points which are not
perfectly clear do not hesitate to advise me.

I was pleased to learn that you had a most enjoyable tire at the
Big Show, and that you met Henry Hill., I am sorry you did not meet Mr.
Paul Rohloff of Chicago who also specializes in the 5¢ 1847, the 5¢ 1856
and the 5¢ values of the 1861 and later issues, He is a very close friend
of mine.

It was quite a shock to me to learn of the sudden passing of my old
and valued friend Clarence Brazer, At this writing I have had no advice
as to what haprened = only that he had departed for a non-philatelic world,
I will miss him very much as I am sure you will also,.

With every good wish =

Cordially yours,
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ESTABLISHED 1928

STUITE 1020 COMMERCE BLDG. 922 WALNUT ST.
KANSAS CITY 6, MISSOURI

May 14, 1956

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook
Pa: 0, Box! 31
Fort Thomas, Kentucky

Dear Mr. Ashbrook:

I have your letter of May 4, and I appreciate your sending me the
colored slides, which I shall look at and either keep or return to

“you.

I enclose a five-cent 1847 cover on which I would like your opinion.

I have not heard from Bernard Harmer since I returned the Kalamazoo

cover. I agree with your idea that we may get better results using

honey rather than vinegar, and I hope your letter brings the desired
results.

The Fipex was a great show, especially for the dealers. Six or eight
dealers that I talked to at the exhibit reported that it was a buying
crowd, and the sales exceeded their expectations. The display covered
a great area, and almost wore me out. I was there part of three days,
and saw only a fraction of it. It was well set-up to handle such a
large crowd. I was disappointed in the number of frames displaying
19th Century U.S.

I met Mr. Bacher, of the Westminster Stamp Company, from London, and
visited with him for a while. He remembered my article "How Many 1847
Covers", and said that he knew of a collection in Scotland comprising
about 35 1847 covers which might be for sale. I am going to write him,
telling him what I am interested in insofar as postal history is con-
cerned on the '47s. It may be that some of the 35 covers will fit into

my collection.
’%

C. C. Hart

Sincere

CCH: jm
Enc.



May 15, 1956.

Mr, C. C, Hart,
Suite 1020, 922 Walmut St.,
Kansas City 6, Mo.

Dear lr, Hart:

. Yours of the lith received enclosing the 5¢ 18,7 cover with the

stamp, I doubt if anyone could state that this item is genuine
in every respect as there is little if any evidence on which to base
an opinion, In my humble opinion the only value this item has is in
the 5¢ '4,7 as an off-cover single and in the Bldod stamp, As I am no
authority on Locals I wouldn' know whether the latter was genuine or
otherwise, I sincerely regret my inability to lend you any assistance
on this cover which I am returning.

Up to this writing I have not had any further word from Bernard Harmer
but no doubt I will shortly, I am convinced that if he would advise the
attorneys for the Estate to make a refund that they would not hesitate to
do so, How could they refuse?

Confidential, Be careful of Bacher as he is, opinion, cuite a
slick article and out for all the U, S, dollars he can hands on, I
do not have any money transaetions with hinm,

With every good wish =«

Cordially yours,
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RECEIPT FOR CERTIFIED MAIL—15¢

SENT_JO POSTMARK

_({ni_L_.L_Lr%Lm_&‘m_ B T
STREET AND NO. - - h.
Sa , SSBIFS G

_Lausv e (=) KIFL ML)

A
Sl < | 920 / A
If you want a 7¢ shows 31¢ shows to whonft, {'fo' N / @y
return receipt, to whom when, and addres, ’:,',’} gy, TR ’-‘b &
check which and when where delivered "7 T ) /
delivered : LER (L%

POD Form 3800
Apr. 1955
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Stick postage stamps to your letter to pay:
15-cent certified mail fee
First-class or airmail postage
Either return receipt fee (optional)
Special-delivery fee (optional)

. If you want this receipt postmarked, stick the gummed stub

on the address side of the letter, leaving the receipt attached,
and present the letter to a postal employee.

If you do not want this receipt postmarked, stick the
gummed stub on the address side of the letter, detach and
retain the receipt, and mail the letter.

. If you want a return receipt, write the certified-mail number
‘and your name and address on a return receipt card and at-

tach it to the back of the letter.

. Save this receipt and present it if you make inquiry.

X U. 5. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE : 1955 16—71547-1



JEFFERSON STAMP CO., IN
A\

COL. L. J. HEYMAN. A. U. S. RETIRED
A. P. S.-8. P. A, ETC.

POSTAGE STAMPS FOR COLLECTORS

438 SO. 5t STREET

WARBASH 9939

LOUISVILLE 2, KENTUCKY May 8, 1956

Stanley Ashbroek
33 Fert Thomas Ave.,
Fert Themss, Ky

Dear Stanley.,

Missed you in New Vork. The Show was really wenderful
and serry that you werent there.

Lnelesed 1s a 1¢ 1851 which T wish yeu weuld help me eut
on.T cant quite make it eut. Plesse nete the "0" in ene.

Am encloesing postage for return and I de thank yeu fer
your many former kindness',

Best regards,
A Iiﬁygnce

%——v



el

Moy 11, 1956.

Col, L. J, Heyman,
1438 SO. 51.':1’! stn.
Louisville 2, Ky,

Dear L.J. :

"~ Herewith the One Cent 1851 as per yours of the
8th, This is a Type IV ctamp and one of the very
fine double transfers, If you care to have the ex~
act plate position I suggest that you refer to Vol, 1
of my One Cent book = Chapter on Plate One Late. I
1lustrated all of the 200 positions and I am sure you
would not have any trouble finding an illustration of
this position.

I found it impossible to attend Fipex but from
&reporbs it was an outstanding suceess from every
Ceo i

With best wishes -
Cordially yours,



May 18’ 1956¢

Hobbs Stamp cO.’
38 Park Row,
New York 38, N.Y,

Centlemen:

Yours of the 15th with check for £50,00 received.
Thanks very much,

Regarding the 1¢ 1857 that you enclosed and which
I am returning herewith, this is a Type II from Flate 2,
relief "A," There is nothing umusual about it in the
way of a variety. Because it is in such poor condition,
I do not believe it has very much value, hence I am
saving you the expense of returning it by registered mail,

I have been so busy I have not had time to attend

to those shebts on which you made me a bid but I will
. get around to it in due time,

Sincerely yours,



m 3817
. 8-53 i

" Post Office Departmert

Received from: STANLEY B. ASHBROOK
P. 0. Box 31
R e e e 33 NP Thomas Avs
FORT THOMES - K¥.

Llesn-r\l,

Ong piece of o rmry mail addressed
to ..L|O baolfambk sty

3% Park  Rlow
______ AewNorlc (DEY AN

THIS RECEIPT, WHJCH MAY BE USED FO MESTIC AND INTERNATIONAL MAIL,
OES NOT PROVIDE FOR INDEMNIFICATION
erPo  16—69310-1 POSTMASTER.




