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1'Jl' • D • N. I1cInroy , 
16003 - 15th Ave., S. \'7., 

Sgett1e 66, \vash. 

Dear :r.fr. l·ic Inroy: 

Feb. 7, 1956. 

I have your two letters of the J.st and 3rd, the latter with the 
three 10¢ green and the 5¢ 1847. Thanks very r.1Uc}. for your check for 
account of the 10¢ 1847 pair. 

No doubt by this time you have received the priCes of the sale 
and also copy of my Special Service for February ,,11th a partie'll write-up. 
Of course, the prices Here fantastic but this uaa a big nrone collection and 
naturally there was strone competition for 'I:,he eict.raordinary items [md t lis 
made buyers also run anuck on many rather ordinary iter!lS . In a sale "uch as 
this - a big name sale - buyers for sone reason or other Hill JXlY ten times or 
eVen more than uhat they would pay for the srme item at private sale. To some 
this might appear that the auction route is the best Wfly to sell a collection. 
It is if you are a Caspary but it is not. if you are just another John Smith 
vtith a tllenty- five thomJand dollar collect on. In such an unknO'.m name sale 
a seller can take a terrific beating and cone!'ally dop-s unless eVel"'Y item is 
sup r superb. 

We hear so nruch about the tremendous prices at the Caspary sale am 
personally, I believe such publicity is bad for the avocation and espeCially 
for dealers. What would the public think if any dealer put such prices 
on the material he had to offer? 

vIe are hopin. - the \'JOrst of our winter is over. the snow has dis-
flppeared and at noon today \'1e had q clear \'lith bright sunshine and a temper­
ature of 40. Naturally at this time of the year anything can happen over-night 
but lie are hoping the spring is not far removed . 

I am making a very careful exami tion of your three 10¢ and uill 
report later. IV preliminary examination indic[.:' €s all are genuine. Your 
5¢ '47 is an ink variety. It is not consistent. 

With reeards -

Cordially yours, 



3836 HILL TOP ROAD 
FORT WORTH 9, TEXAS 

February 7th,1956 

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook 
33 North Ft. Thomas Avenue 
Fort Thomas, Kentucky 

Dear Mr. Ashbrook: 

Here I come again for some help with my 
phi I ate I i c p rob I ems. 

I just recently bought a cover addressed 
to James Stuart, Fort Owen, Flat Head County, Washington 
Territory, via Walla Wal la, W.T. This cover has a 10i green 
Scott's number 58 affixed also the cover is postmarked Mount­
ain City, Colorado Territory, dated November I I, 1861. 

My problem is this, why the 10 cent rate? 
The cover had to go by express companies but wouldn't the 
rate sti I I be three cents as the distance to be carried was 
under 3000 mi les. 

Another thing, this is the only territorial 
cover that I have ever seen franked with Scott's number 58. 
It is true that doesn't mean too much as the only territorial 
covers that I have studied have been Colorado Territorial 
covers. How would you class the use of this stamp as to rarity 
on territorial covers? 

Any information that you can give me wi I I be 
appreciated so that I can give this cover the proper write-up. 

~;;~ 

f 

Lt. Col. Edward B. Murphy (Ret.) 



Lt . Col . Edw~rd B. Murphy (Ret ' d) 
3S36 Hill Tor Ji,...."c, 

Fort \;orth 9, r,eY..as . 

Dear Colonel: 

Feb. 9, 1956 . 

Be 1.. . to yours of the 7th, I run re-
luctant to expr GS an opinion on a coy r sig t-unseen 
but your 0UCr,y seems to be - 01 the 10¢ ate. 

The r te l!aS lO¢ f ."om po" to East 0 t e 
Rocky 10unt ins to pointo 1£:i of tbe 1 0 aiiW oni the 
rate °ts in effect until June 30, 1 63 incl siv • 

If you "culd care for me to e;ive the 
cover an exa.~.t:i..n:tior. I \till be lc'ld to do so . 

'"inc rely y'ou"'s, 





POD Form 3800 
Apr. 1955 

POSTMARK 
OR DATE 



1. Stick postage stamps to your letter to pay: 
IS-cent certified mail fee 
First-class or airmail postage 
Either return receipt fee (optional) 
Special-delivery fee (optional) 

2. If you want this receipt postmarked, stick the gummed .stub 
on the address side of the letter, leaving the receipt attached, 
and presen"t the letter t o a postal employee. . 

3. If you do not want this receipt postmarked, stick ' the 
gummed stub on the address side of the letter, detac~ and 
retain the receipt, and mail the letter. _. 

4. If you want. a return receipt. write the certified-mail number 
and your name and address on a return receipt card anG! at~ 
tach it to the back of the letter. 

5. Save this receipt and present it if you make inquiry. 
'* u. S. GOVERNMENT PRIMTl,HG OFFlcl : .11' 1,*""IM 1 



Lt . Col . Edw. B. l{urphy, 
3836 Hill Top Road, 

Fort \'{orth 9, Texas . 

Denr Colonel Hurphy: 

Feb. 15, 1956 . 

Herewith I am returninp your cover from lfountain City C.T. 
to Fort Owen ~~ . T. in November of 1861. 

The lO¢ Type I (#38) atamp is not tied to the cove~, h~nce 
there is no proof that it W'lS actually used on this cover. Ho ,!Ovf"r, I mn 
of the opinion it was . 

I note that I made a very silly error in ~ letter of the 9th. 
The fact is that the Act of Congress of Feb. 27, 1861 Sec . 14, modified the 
Act of Uarch 3, 1855 that required a lO~, rate of postage on letters conveyed 
in the mail from any point east of the Pockey l-buntains to any st~te or 
terrj.tory on the Pacifi~"and vice versa. J.V apologies for Ilty' statement . 

I note your cover is postmarked t-lov. ll, 1861. I really do not 
know \'1hat route this piece of mail traveled. I note it is your impression it 
,·u"s transmitt ed by an express COmparwl but there is no evidence of this and :it 
w(uld seem rather unusual to me if a letter deposited in the U . ~ . l~il wculd 
later be entrusted to some private compan;v for transmission. Inasmuch as the 
lal"ful rate was 3¢ in November it does seem odd that lO¢ waf paid on tl-}is letter . 
However, i t is possible the addressor \vaS not posted on the 3¢ rate. 

Because the rate is VJTong and b,,*'),use there is no evidence thrt the 
stamp was a ctually used on this cove~ I do not believe an;vone could certity that 
this cover i8 genuine, though as I stated, it could be. 

~iith regards -

Sincerr'ly yours , 



RECEIPT FOR CERTIFIED MAll-15¢ 
SENT TO _ 

Lr·GI. Edw.15. Mc.tk poy 
CITY AND STATE Te 
roll/- WOV t h (s )XC)~ 

lfyou want a 0 7¢ shows 
return receipt. to whom 
check which and when 

delivered 

POD Form 3800 
Apr. 1955 

O 31¢ shows to whom, 
when, and address 
w here delivered 



\ 
, .~ ' ~ 

1. Stick postage stamps to your letter to pay: 
IS-cent certified mail fee 
First-class or airmail postage 
Either return receipt fee (optional) 
Special-delivery fee (optional) 

2. If you want this receipt postmarked, stick the gummed stub 
on the address side of the letter, leaving the receipt attached, 
and present the letter to a postal employee. 

3. If you do not want this receipt postmarked, stick the 
gummed stub on the address side of the letter, detach and 
retain the receipt, and mail the letter. 

4. If you want. a return receipt, write the certified-mail number 
. and your name and address on a return receipt card and at­
tach it to the back of the letter. 

5. Save this receipt and present it if you make inquiry. '* u. S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE; tt55 1&---71547-1 



s (3 3~-b 1 
3836 HILL TOP ROAD 

FORT WORTH 9, TEXAS 

February 20, 1956 

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook 
33 North Ft. Thomas Avenue 
Fort Thomas, Ky. 

Dear Mr . Ashbrook: 

I have looked at several books, yours 
included, but can't find a postmark just I ike the one on 
the enclosed cover. No doubt it is very common, but there is 
several things I don't understand about the markings. 

Somewhere I have read that ship in the 
marking indicates the cover was brought into New York, either 
from abroad or another seaport by a Captain of a non-mai I 
carrying vessel and was depositied by him at the post office 
for which service he received two cents. What I don't under­
stand, did the post office apply the post mark and the "Due 
2" marking. If the post office did, why would they put a 
due 2 on the cover? 

Please straighten me out on this matter. 

Sincerely, 

~([)~ 
Lt. Col. Edward B Murphy (Ret.) 



.~-bl 

Dear Mr. Ashbrook: 

8/WdJ/ /3 cJlUJf;hY 
3836 HILL TOP ROAD 

FORT WORTH 9, TEXAS 

February 20, 1956 

want you to know that I appreciate your 
help in solving some of my phi latelic problems. 

Back in 1949 I carried on a I ittle correspon­
dence with Mr. Charles H. Greiner about the cover we have been corres­
ponding about. Mr. Greiner died several years ago and I lost track of 
the cover. 

I picked the cover up in Robert A. Siegel's 
sale February 1st. 1956. 

I had never seen the cover unti I I bought it 
but couldn't understand the ten cent rate as al I the covers that I have 
seen from Mountain City were either stamp less or had three cent stamps 
affixed. I assume the cover was genuine because I had other covers 
(one enclosed) which had the same kind of ki I ler on the stamps and 
several of them do not have the stamps tied the same as the ten cent cover. 
All the covers that have this type lo;;er are dated in 1862. I bel ieve 
al I my covers are genuine as they are tied in with sma I I lots of corres­
pondence and Dr. Chase is of the same opinion. 

I wrote Mr. Earl Antrim,who had an article in 
the American Phi latelist, dated April 1951, and within this article he 
had a cover illustrated that was addressed to Mr. Granvi I Ie Stuart. 
Mr. Antrim repl ied he bought his cover from Mr. Greiner. 

I know nothing about Mr. Greiner but bel ieve 
he was wei I known in Phi latel ic circles in the west. Do you know 
anything of this gentleman? 

As you say, there is no evidence that the 
stamp was actua I I Y used on th i s cover I but I be I i eve it was. If i 
can prove it is not genuine, I wi I I return it to Siegel. 

Is there any way to prove the ink on the 
stamp and the postmark are the same if they were the same, couldn't 
assume the cover was genuine? 

Your opinion wil I be appreciated. 

-d::;&'~ 
Lt. Col. Edward B. Murphy (Ret.) 



at-b! 
- 3836 HILL TOP ROAD 

FORT WORTH 9, TeXAS 

February 22, 1956 

Mr. Stanley 8. Ashbrook 
33 North Ft. Thomas Avenue 
Fort Thomas, Ky. 

Dear Mr. Ashbrook: 

have enclosed a letter from Art 
V. Farrel I that I received yesterday for you to read . 
This cover is really becoming a problem. 

What do you think of the idea of 
having the cover illustrated along with a write-up in 
the American Phi latel ist? It is possible someone could 
give the complete story about the cover. 

Of course I don't know if Charless Hahn, 
the editor of the A. P., would publ ish a short article 
about the cover, but I could ask him. Do you have any 
other ideas? 

Your suggestions wi I I be appreciated. 

Sincerely, 

~8~ 
Lt. Col. Edward 8 Murphy (Ret.) 



Lt . Col. F..chtard B. f.hrphy, 
3836 Hill Top Road, 

Fort iorth 9, Texas . 

DeCor Colonel: 

lhrch 4, 1956 . 

Upon my return yesterd~ from a little vacation of two l4eeks 
I found three letters from you of the 2otL, and 22nd, which accounts for this 
tardy acknowledgement . 

Re - yours of the 20th. I am returning herewith the 3¢ 1857 cover 
with the new York "3HlplI postmark . I can assure you that the cover is genuine 
in every respect and that I run quite familiar \'Jith tliis marking. It was applied 
to mail brought into the port of New York by a ship $ioh did not have a mail 
contract, (In such ;nail the ship Ha.S ent.itled to a ship fee of 2¢ . Inf'smuch DS 

this was not paid from the addressor it was collected from t 11e addr ssee, hence 
the "due 2, 11 a Ne~J' York mr'rking . These markinrs on a cover \"lith a 3¢ 1857 are 
far from common. 

;I!., 26 - yours of the 20th. Hert:J\tlith the tuo I·1cuntain City C. T. cov("rs . 
The. is no question but. '/hat the 3¢ 1861 cover is genuine and I am confident that 
the killer on the stamp is the same as on the 10¢ Type I t tamp, hence I am of the 
opinion that the ~over is undoubtedly genuine. I had no previous record of this 
"killer" and was pleased to see the 3¢ 1961 cove . The use of the IOi in ~Jovember 
and the use of the 3¢ in tho following February. These two covers make an ex­
trenely nice pair. 

Re - your query about the black inks . I Imou of no viEW' that one could 
be distinguished from the other, but perhaps if s~ples of each from the covers 
could be obtained a chemical analysis might prove something. 

I am returning the letter from Mr. Greiner dated Sep. 17, 19494 I 
find that I never had any correspondence with him. His lettcr is indeed very inter­
esting and is additional proof (in ll\V opinion) that your cover is genuine. He is 
correct in stating that a 10¢ ' 61 Type I is very rare on a Territorial. 

Re - your letter of t he 22nd. · I also return the letter from rt'tr. Farrell 
which is also inforI:k1.tive. Yes, I do think that you should "lTite an article about 
the cover and illustrate it together with an ill~~tration of the 3¢ ' 61 cover. I 
made photos of t he t\lO covers and I will supply you with prints mt you wOt:ld like 
to have them. Rather than the A. p. I suggest you publish the article in t1STAI4PS" 
where you \'Iould obtain a much larger c1r<Wl.ation. In add it ion, if you sent it to 
the A. P., it might not be published for a year or more. . I might be able to ~range 
an early publication in "STAHPS. " 

\'lith kindest regards -

Cordially yours, 



" 

Edward B. Murphy 
3836-Hill Top Road 
Fort Worth 9, Texa-s. 

Dear Mr. Murphy: 

Feb.17'1956 

5S21-Randolph Dr. 
Boise, Idaho 

Some time ago, Earl Antrim of Nampa handed me your letter of 

Feb. 6, thinking I could answer your question about Greiner's cover. 

I have seen the cover in question several years ago when he first acquired 

it along with others, some of which Earl and I bought of him. As I re-

member it is a nice cover, but didn't quite fit in with my Idaho collection. 

You have a questioh there about ~ow it was delivered. The Fort 

Owen, is I think the one which was in the Hellgate country at that time. As 

you probably know there was no Mail or Express route thro Idaho at that time, 

in fact there was no Idaho. Batchelder did operate in 1861 from the Hellgate 

Country to Walla Walla across the Bitterroot Mountains during the Summer, but 

by Nov. the passes would be almost impass~ble, but it could have been done, as 

those old boys sure didn't shy at hardship. However, I don't know how it could 

have reached Fort Owen via Walla Walla, unless it went to Frisco and via Steamer 

to Portland and thence to Walla Walla and across the Mountain. It would seem 

however if it had went this way it would surely have picked up some markings at 

Frisco or Portland. The only way it could have went West to Walla Walla would 

have reen by "Hip-pocket Mail" private person carried it there, and the same would 

apply if it went North or via Fort Laramie. 

I don't think I have answered your question very good, but if you 

ever find out I wish you would let me know, now you have me curious. 

Do you have any covers of Idaho? What are your interests in collect-

ing? Drop me a line. Sincerely, (signed Art V. Farrell 



Atlantic 4-1143 C.H.Greiner 
TEMPIE GIFT SHOP 

Greeting Cards - Gifts - Dirmerware 

Lt. Col. Edward B. Murphy, 
2640 Locust St., 
Denver 7, Colo. 

Dear Mr. Murphy: 

106 North Sunset Blvd. 
Temple City, California 

Sept 17, 1949 

It was kind of you to send me the 4 Colo. town covers. 

Hovrever, I do not collect Colorado except the R.R. items as formerly 

mentioned, so am returning your 4 covers herewith. 

Your cover wants are noted and I might say that I have a 

fine "Mountain City, C.T." cover. It is franked with a #5$-10 cent green. 

It is the only territorial that I have ever seen that has this S~ttts no. 

and as such is quite a rarity. It is addressed to James Stuart, at Fort Ovlens, 

Washington territory. It is marked "Via Walla Walla" and as such doubtlessly 

traveled over Batchelders Montana Express Lines operating on the Mullan Road 

between Walla Walla & Fort Benton. Hmlever this Company did not use a hand­

stamp. The Brothers Stewart (often spelled Stuart), James and Granville, are 

credited qy the Historian Bancroft as being the first to introduce commercial 

gold mining into Montana. The,y had a third brother working the gold fields of 

Colo in the early sixties and doubtlessly this cover was mailed qy him. I ob-

tained the cover from source, one of the descendants of the Stewart family. 

This cover is not for sale but I will trade it plus cash to you for 

a good Hinckley or Jones and Russell Express. 

With best wishes, 

(signed C.H.Greiner 

P.S.--Enclosed tracing of pm on the Mountain City cover. 



• 

3836 HILL TOP ROAD 
FORT WORTH 9, TEXAS 

March 16, 1956 

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook 
P. O. Box 31 
33 North Ft. Thomas Ave. 
Fort Thomas, Kentucky 

Dear Mr. Ashbrook: 

I have enclosed another Mountain 
City, C. T. Cover with a clear strike of the "ki I ler " 
used during the period 1861-1862 so that you may 
photograph the cover. 

There is also enclosed a stamped 
envelope to return the Mountain City Cover by Certi­
tied Mail. This cover "Certified" for a collection 
I am bui Iding. 

Sincerely, 

~Q3~ 



RECEIPT FOR CERTIFIED MAIL-15¢ 
SENT TO 

L~.LQl. fdWC2td f} MttVbht (1?et) 
STREET AND NO. I 
3~ab Hdl]Or f?oao{ 

11 you want.. 0 7¢ shows 0 3/¢ shows to whom, 
return receipt. to whom when, and addre8s 
check which and when where delivered 

delivered 

POD Form 3800 
Apr. 1955 

POSTMARK 
OR DATE 



1. 

... 
l-

2. 

3. 

4. 

S. 

Stick postage stamps to your letter to pay: 
IS-cent certified mail fee 
First-class or airmail postage 
Either return receipt fee (optional) 
Special-delivery fee (optional) 

If you want this receipt postmarked, stick the gummed stub 
on the address side of the letter, leaving the receipt attached, 
and present the letter to a postal employee. 
If you do not want this receipt postmarked, stick the 
gummed stub on the address side of the letter, detach and 
retain the receipt, and mail the letter. 
If you want. a return receipt. write the certified-mail number 
and your name and address on a return receipt card and at­
tach it to the back of the letter. 
Save this receipt and present it if you make inquiry. 

* u. S. GOVERNMENT 'RINTING OFFICE: 11$5 16-71547-1 



i1arch lS, 1956. 

Lt . Co1. Fdward B. lfurphy, 
3836 Hill Top Rond, 

Fort \'orth 9, Texas. 

Dear Colonel: 

Heradth I am retUTIling your 3¢ 1861 
l.fountain City C. T. cover. This is an 
excellent ex<lr.lp1e ot the cancela.tion. 

I am 'Hondering ,my this stump is in 
the 1~ er left copner. It looks a bit to 
me like it was originaihly in the upper 
right . \ihat do you think? 

Sincerely yours, 



1¢ 1857 - Type V 
Canceled b,y Philadelphia octagon 
post~ark of Jan. 21, lS57 . 

1) no One Cent. staops 'Here issued froIl perforated 
sheets befoTp July J.S5'l . 

2) 0 stamps :from this Type V plate \H:r"e issued before 
Noveober of 1857. 

3) I have no l'ecord of th';", type of octagon postnrrk used 
at Philadelphia before Oct~ber of 1859. 

4) ThC'refore, in cry opini.on" he postmark on t is struap 
';/::t11 an apparenfi uC'.te of J!Ul. 21 1 is fraudulent , 
and I suspect t e str: .e is froIl a .terf'eit statlper by 
Zareski of fh':'ch this i'" not the only example I have noted . 

FebruU17 11, 1956. 











! \ 

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook 
P.O. Box 31 
Fort Thomas, Kentucky. 

"'" 

744 BROAD STREET 

NEWARK 2, NEW JERSEY 

February 8th, 1956. 

/-"""-" This is in reply to your letter of February 6th. 

I The Confederate Post Office Departme nt overprint on a u.s. 3¢ sta r 

'

I die envelope, appears perfectly genuine to me. However, I don't consider 
the lack of the usual fourth line of the i mprint, naming some one of the 
post office divisions, particularly important. In fact, in this case 
t here a re some light ink marks which fall about in the usual loca tion of 
such a fourth line, and as most of the overp rin~ is somewhat smeary I L- think it might just be a poor strike and the fourth line failed to regis­

/ ter . 

( 
~lhen these overprinted envelopes were not si gned by the required 

official, but were used for personal business, theyvere not entitled to 
go through "free", but the use of a Confederate stamp was required to send 
them through the mails. This one, also addressed, evidently did not pass I 

through the mails at all, and may well have been carried and delivered by / 
a messenger. 

I am certainly interested to hear of a U.S. 5¢ 1847 indicating Con­
federate usaget I never saw it or heard of it, a nd I certainly would like 
to see ei ther it or a photograp h of it. 

Sorry to hear tha t nothing new has developed about that most de­
plora ble forged Ie tter whic 11 was sent out over your name. I think you can 
definitely eliminate Raynor Hubbell as connected with it in any way, as do­
ing such a thing would be entirely out of char a cter for him. Furthermore, 
in one or two recent letters he has expressed his deepest regret at the 
whole affair, to me. 

A's :!ilver 

MacB/HK 

i 



Feb. 6, 1956. 

J on . Van Dyk ;acEride" 
• '(1.;4 Broad St . > 

N<.?WUr.- 2, N. J. 

rae: 

Fle e not the enelos d COfl.fed coy r . This .. laS in I 

th Uichey c",llection f r years un I hn.ve neVtr (1Ue~tioned it 
t· oueh I do not 1 . 1111 th~t have ev -1' • een l!l1oth€r. 

I.c~t fall r. friend of .line submitted to th r . F. a 
....... _,,~y a dcu 1 c:ircle p . m. of 

! s thi 6Ulnit t to you or 
be glad to give you further 

Qet i1s if you re intcr~Lvea. ~ I c .sidcred it a Confederate use 
of :l 5¢ 1847 uring the Coni' d(;rc.cy. 

I nelose t~pcd adarcssed envelop for return. 

Jothing new on tl , forg d lett r . Som have Guvg t 
Hubbell but I refuse to b,elieve e auld do ouch a thing. Do you? 

YCUl'S to ., 


