


































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Edward B Muspy

3836 HILL TOP ROAD
FORT WORTH 9, TEXAS

February 7th, 1956

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook
33 North Ft. Thomas Avenue
Fort Thomas, Kentucky

Dear Mr, Ashbrook:

Here | come again for some help with my
philatelic problems.

| just recently bought a cover addressed
to James Stuart, Fort Owen, Flat Head County, Washington
Territory, via Walla Walla, W.T. This cover has a |0¢ green
Scott's number 58 affixed also the cover is postmarked Mount-
ain City, Colorado Téerritory, dated November 11, 1861.

My problem is this, why the |0 cent rate?
The cover had to go by express companies but wouldn't the
rate still be three cents as the distance to be carried was
under 3000 miles.

Another thing, this is the only territorial
cover that | have ever seen franked with Scott's number 58.
It is true that doesn't mean too much as the only territorial
covers that | have studied have been Colorado Territorial
covers. How would you class the use of this stamp as to rarity
on territorial covers?

Any information that you can give me will be
appreciated so that | can give this cover the proper write-up.

Sincerely,

Ehvad B

Lt. Col. Edward B. Murphy (Ret.)




&

Peb. 9. 1956.

Lt. Col. Edward B. Murphy (Ret'd)
3836 Hill Top Road,
Fort Worth 9‘ Tmﬁ.

Dear Colonel:

Replying to yours of the 7th, I am re-
luctant to express an opinion on a cover sight-unseen
but your cuery scems to be - Why the 10¢ rate,

The rate was 10¢ from points East of the
Rocky Mountains to points West of the mountains and the
rate was in effect until June 30, 1263 inclusive,

If you would care for me to give the
cover an examinatior I will be glad to do so.

Sincerely yours,
(3e-61)
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POSTMARK
OR DATE
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0 R H (9) Te | & 'S
If you want a 7¢ shows 31¢ shows to who; (o))
return receipt, to whom when, and addressg”,
check which 5n;1 whedn where delivered oA t} 4
elivere - 2
ﬁ"? G

POD Form 3800
Apr. 1955
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1. Stick postage stamps to your letter to pay:
15-cent certified mail fee
First-class or airmail postage
Either return receipt fee (optional)
Special-delivery fee (optional) .

2. If you want this receipt postmarked, stick the gummed .stub
on the address side of the letter, leaving the receipt attached,
and present the letter to a postal employee.

3. If you do not want this receipt postmarked, sttck the
gummed stub on the address side of the letter, detach and
retain the receipt, and mail the letter. b

4. If you want a return receipt, write the certified-mail number‘
‘and your name and address on a return receipt card and at- -
tach it to the back of the letter. .

5. Save this receipt and present it if you make i
X U. S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING ornc&xw



Feb, 15, 1956,

Lt. Col, Edw, B, Murphy,
3836 Hill Top Road,
Fort Worth 9, Texas.

Dear Coloriel Murphy:

Herewith I am returning your cover from Mountain City C.T.
to Fort Owen W,T. in November of 1861,

The 10¢ Type I (#38) stamp is not tied to the covef, hence
there is no proof that it was actually used on this cover, However, I am
of the opinion it was,

I note that I made a very silly error in my letter of the 9th,
The fact is that the Act of Congress of Feb. 27, 1861 Sec, 1, modified the
Act of March 3, 1855 that required a 10¢ rate of postage on letters conveyed
in the mail from any point east of the Fockey Mountains to any state or
territory on the Pacifi%and vice versa, My apologies for my statement,

I note your cover is postmarked Nov. 11, 1861, I really do not
know what route this piece of mail traveled, I note it is your impression it
was transmitted by an express company, but there is no evidence of this and it
would seem rather unmusual to me if a letter deposited in the U,S, Mail would
later be entrusted to some private company for transmission, Inasmuch as the
lawful rate was 3¢ in November it does seem odd that 10¢ was paid on this letter,
However, it is possible the addressor was not posted on the 3¢ rate,

Because the rate is wrong and bBsause there is no evidence that the
stamp was actually used on this cover I do not believe anyone could certify that
this cover is genuine, though as I stated, it could be,

With regards =

Sincercly yours,

(38-61)

L
L § .
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RECEIPT FOR CERTIFIED MAIL—15¢

SENT TO, —

Lt.(ol. Edw. B. ML]V bby

STREET AND NO. Een DY Rt =87
3736 Hill Tep Road .

CITY AND STATE vw
Fout Wovth (9) Jexas

If you want a 7¢ shows 31¢ shows to whom,

return receipt, to whom when, and address

check which ;:;;iv:,rhe? where delivered

POD Form 3800
Apr. 1955
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1. Stick postage stamps to your letter to pay:

15-cent certified mail fee

First-class or airmail postage

Either return receipt fee (optional)

Special-delivery fee (optional)
If you want this receipt postmarked, stick the gummed stub
on the address side of the letter, leaving the receipt attached,
and present the letter to a postal employee.
If you do not want this receipt postmarked, stick the
gummed stub on the address side of the letter, detach and
retain the receipt, and mail the letter.

. If you want a return receipt, write the certified-mail number
-and your name and address on a return receipt card and at-

tach it to the back of the letter.

. Save this receipt and present it if you make inquiry.

ﬁ U. S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE : 1955 16—71547-1



&S B 3 g Fé ’ Edvard B Murphy

3836 HILL TOP ROAD

e FORT WORTH 9, TEXAS

February 20, 1956

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook
33 North Ft. Thomas Avenue
Fort Thomas, Ky.

Dear Mr. Ashbrook:

| have looked at several books, yours
included, but can't find a postmark just like the one on
the enclosed cover. No doubt it is very common, but there is
several things | don't understand about the markings.

Somewhere | have read that ship in the
marking indicates the cover was brought into New York, either
from abroad or another seaport by a Captain of a non-mail
carrying vessel and was depositied by him at the post office
for which service he received two cents. What | don't under-
stand, did the post office apply the post mark and the "Due
2" marking. |f the post office did, why would they put a
due 2 on the cover?

Please straighten me out on this matter.
Sincerely,

L

Lt. Col. Edward B Murphy (Ret.)



(3% "'6 l Edward B Musphy

3836 HILL TOP ROAD
FORT WORTH 9, TEXAS

February 20, 1956

Dear Mr. Ashbrook:

| want you to know that | appreciate your
help in solving some of my philatelic problems.

Back in 1949 | carried on a |ittle correspon-
dence with Mr. Charles H., Greiner about the cover we have been corres-
ponding about. Mr. Greiner died several years ago and | lost track of
the cover.

| picked the cover up in Robert A. Siegel's
sale February Ist. 1956,

| had never seen the cover until | bought it
but couldn't understand the ten cent rate as all the covers that | have
seen from Mountain City were either stampless or had three cent: stamps
affixed., | assume the cover was genuine because | had other covers
(one enclosed) which had the same kind of killer on the stamps and
several of them do not have the stamps tied the same as the ten cent cover.
All the covers that have this type lo;;er are dated in 1862, | believe
all my covers are genuine as they are tied in with small lots of corres-

pondence and Dr. Chase is of the same opinion.

| wrote Mr. Earl| Antrim,who had an article in
the American Philatelist, dated April 1951, and within this article he
had a cover illustrated that was addressed to Mr. Granville Stuart.
Mr. Antrim replied he bought his cover from Mr. Greiner,

| know nothing about Mr. Greiner but believe
he was well known in Philatelic circles in the west. Do you know
anything of this gentleman?

As you say, there is no evidence that the
stamp was actually used on this cover, but | believe it was. |If i
can prove it is not genuine, | will refurn it fo Siegel.

Is there any way to prove the ink on the
stamp and the postmark are the same if they were the same, couldn't |
assume the cover was genuine?

Your opinion will be appreciated.

Sincerely,

ol B

Lt. Col. Edward B. Murphy (Ret.)



ag‘ ~6 , Cdward B Murphy

/— 3836 HILL TOP ROAD
FORT WORTH 9, TEXAS

February 22, 1956

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook
33 North Ft. Thomas Avenue
Fort Thomas, Ky.

Dear Mr. Ashbrook:

| have enclosed a letter from Art
V. Farrell that | received yesterday for you to read.
This cover is really becoming a problem.

What do you think of the idea of
having the cover illustrated along with a write-up in
the American Philatelist? [+ is possible someone could
give the complete story about the cover,

Of course | don't know if Charless Hahn,
the editor of the A. P., would publish a short article
about the cover, but | could ask him. Do you have any
other ideas?

Your suggestions will be appreciated.

Sincerely,

Cled Bt

Lt. Col. Edward B Murphy (Ret.)



March Ly 1956.

1t, Col, Edward B, Murphy,
3836 Hill Top Road,
Fort Worth 9, Texas,

Dear Colonel:

Upon my return yesterday from a little vacation of two weeks
I found three letters from you of the 20th, and 22nd, which accounts for this
tardy acknowledgement.

Re - yours of the 20th. I am returning herewith the 3¢ 1857 cover
with the New York "SHIP" postmark, I can assure you that the cover is genuine
in every respect and that I am quite familiar with tHis marking, It was applied
to mail brought into the port of New York by a ship which did not have a mail
contract, On such mail the ship was entitled to a ship fee of 2¢. Inasmuch as
this was not paid from the addressor it was collected from the addressee, hence
the "due 2," a New York markmg These markings on a cover with a 3¢ 1857 are
far from common,

3 ours of the 20th, Herewith the two Mountain City C,T. covers,
Th is no question but what the 3¢ 1861 cover is genuine and I am confident that
the er on the stamp is the same as on the 10¢ Type I stamp, hence I am of the
opinion that the cover is undoubtedly genuine. I had no previous record of this
"killer" and was pleased to see the 3¢ 186l cove 4 The use of the 10¢ in November
and the use of the 3¢ in the following February, These two covers make an ex—
tremely nice pair,

Re = your query about the black inks, I lnow of no way that one could
be distinguished from the other, but perhaps if samples of each from the covers
could be obtained a chemical analysis might prove something,

I am returning the letter from Mr, Greiner dated Sep. 17, 1949 I
find that I never had any correspondence with him, His letter is indeed very inter-
esting and is additional proof (in my opinion) that your cover is genuine, He is
correct in stating thet a 10¢ '61 Type I is very rare on a Territorial,

Re = your letter of the 22%.' I alsc return the letter from Mr, Farrell
which is also informative, Yes, I do t that you should write an article about
the cover and illustrate it together with an illustration of the 3¢ "6l cover. I
made photos of the two covers and I will supply you with prints &f you would like
to have them, Rather than the A.P, I suggest you publish the article in "STAMPS"
where you would obtain a much larger cireulation, In additiony if you sent it to
the A,P,, it might not be published for a year or more. I might be able to arrange
an early publication in "STAMPS,"

With kindest regards -
Cordially yours,



Feb,17'1956

5821-Randolph Dr,
Boise, Idaho

Edward B, Murphy
3836-Hill Top Road
Fort Worth 9, Texas.
Dear Mr, Murphy:
Some time ago, Earl Antrim of Nampa handed me your letter of
Feb. 6, thinking I could amswer your question about Greiner's cover,
I have seen the cover in question several years ago when he first acquired
it along with others, some of which Earl and I bought of him. As I re-
member it is a nice cover, but didn't quite fit in with my Idaho collection.
You have a guestion there about how it was delivered, The Fort
Owen, is I think the one which was in the Hellgate country at that time., As
you probably know there was no Mail or Express route thro Idaho at that time,
in fact there was no Idaho, Batchelder did operate in 1861 from the Hellgate
Country to Walla Walla across the Bitterroot Mountains during the Summer, but
by Nov, the passes would be almost impassable, but it could have been done, as
those old boys sure didn't shy at hardship, However, I don't know how it could
have reached Fort Owen via Walla Walla, unless it went to Frisco and via Steamer
to Portland and thence to Walla Walla and across the Mountain, It would seem
however if it had went this way it would surely have picked up some markings at
Frisco or Portland. The only way it could have went West to Walla Walla would
have been by "Hip-pocket Mail' private person carried it there, and the same would
apply if it went North or via Fort Laramie,
I don't think I have answered your question very good, but if you
ever find out I wish you would let me know, now you have me curious,.
Do you have any covers of Idaho? What are your interests in collect-

ing? Drop me a line, Sincerely, (signed Art V, Farrell



Atlantie 4-1143 C.H.Greiner
TEMPLE GIFT SHOP

Greeting Cards - Gifts - Dinnerware

106 North Sunset Blvd.
Temple City, California

Sept 17, 1949

It, Col, Edward B., Murphy,
2640 Locust St,,
Denver 7, Colo,
Dear Mr, Murphy:

It was kind of you to send me the 4 Colo, town covers,
However, I do not collect Colorado except the R,R, items as formerly
mentioned, so am returning your 4 covers herewith,

Your cover wants are noted and I might say that I have a
fine "Mountain City, C,T." cover, It is franked with a #58-10 cent green,
It is the only territorial that I have ever seen that has this Seott's no,
and as such is quite a rarity, It is addressed to James Siuart, at Fort Owens,
Washington territory, It is marked "Via Walla Walla" and as such doubtlessly
traveled over Batchelders Montana Express Lines operating on the Mullan Road
between Walla Walla & Foft Benton, However this Company did not use a hand-
stamp, The Brothers Stewart (often spelled Stuart), James and Granville, are
credited by the Historian Bancroft as being the first to introduce commercial
gold mining into Montana, They had a third brother working the gold fields of
Colo in the early sixties and doubtlessly this cover was mailed by him, I ob-
tained the cover from source, one of the descendents of the Stewart family,

This cover is not for sale but I will trade it plus cash to you for
a good Hinckley or Jones and Russell Express,

With best wishes,
(signed C,H,Greiner

P,S.=~Enclosed tracing of pm on the Mountain City cover,



Edward B (///mﬁ/y

3836 HILL TOP ROAD
FORT WORTH 9, TEXAS

March 16, 1956

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook
P.10. Box 3l

33 North Ft. Thomas Ave,
Fort Thomas, Kentucky

Dear Mr. Ashbrook:

| have enclosed another Mountain
City, C. T. Cover with a clear strike of the "killer"
used during the period 1861-1862 so that you may
photograph the cover.

There is also enclosed a stamped
envelope to return the Mountain City Cover by Certi-
fied Mail. This cover 'Certified” for a collection

| am building.

Sincerely,

Lhowd B




N? 511369

RECEIPT FOR CERTIFIED MAIL—15¢

SENT TO

STREET AND NO.

3436 Rl _]Bb f%oao

CITY AND STATE

J A
If you want a 7¢ shows 31¢ shows to whont;,
return receipt, to whom when, and address’ |
check which and when where delivered

delivered

POD Form 3800
Apr, 1955

LtCol. ward B Muybhy (Rep) |

fort Worth (Cn Texas\ 627 )3/



Stick postage stamps to your letter to pay:

15-cent certified mail fee

First-class or airmail postage

Either return receipt fee (optional)

Special-delivery fee (optional)
If you want this receipt postmarked, stick the gummed stub
on the address side of the letter, leaving the receipt attached,

and present the letter to a postal employee.

If you do not want this receipt postmarked, stick the
gummed stub on the address side of the letter, detach and
retain the receipt, and mail the letter.

. If you want a return receipt, write the certified-mail number
-and your name and address on a return receipt card and at-

tach it to the back of the letter.

. Save this receipt and present it if you make inquiry.

X U. S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE : 1955 16—71547-1




Mareh 18’ 19560

Lt.Col,Edward B, Murphy,
3836 Hill Top Road, |
Fort VWorth 9, Texas.

Dear Colonel:

Herewith I am returning your 3¢ 1861
Mountain City C.T. cover, This is an
excellent example of the cancelation,

I am wondering why this stamp is in
the lower left copner, It looks a bit to
me like it was originadly in the upper
right. What do you think?

Sincerely yourss




1¢ 1857 = Type V
Canceled by Philadelphia octagon

postmark of Jan, 21, 1€57.

1) No One Cent stamps were issued from perforated
sheets befor® July 1.857.

2) No stamps from this Type V plate were issued before
November of 1857.

3) I have no record of this type of octagon postmark used
at Philadelphia before October of 1859,

L) Therefore, in my opinion, the postmerk on this stamp
with an apparent date of Ji 21, 1 is fraudulent,

and I suspect the strike is froma erfeit stamper by
Zareski of which this is not the o example I have noted.

February 11, 1956,
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744 BROAD STREET

NEWARK 2, NEW JERSEY

February 8th, 1956.

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook
P.0. Bax 31
Fort Thomas, Kentucky.

De ar S tan: T A SRS IR RS e i NN e
\ yww””wfhis is in reply to your letter of February 6th.
f The Confederate Post Office Department overprint on a U.S. 3¢ star

/ die envelope, appears perfectly genuine to me. However, I don't consider
( the lack of the usual fourth line of the imprint, naming some one of the
post of fice divisions, particularly important. In fact, in this case
there are some light ink marks which fall about in the usual location of
such a fourth line, and as most of the overprint is somewhat smeary I
fi.think it might just be a poor strike.and the fourth line failed to regis-
' ¢ ter.

R
=

When these overprinted envelopes were not signed by the required
official, but were used for personal business, they were not entitled to
go through "free", but the use of a Confederate stamp was required to send

them through the mails. This one, also addressed, evidently did not pass
’ through the mails at all, and may well have been carried and delivered by
\ a mess eng e WA ! _J : T o L g e e —

o 5 i AR
s AR RS SR BIEL: .,

A —————

I am certalnly interested to hedar of ‘a U.S. 5¢ 1847 indicating Con-
) federate usagel! I never saw it or heard of it, and I certainly would like
to see either it or a photograph of it,

Sorry to hear that nothing new has developed about that most de-
plorable forged le tter which was ‘sent out over your name. I think you can
definitely eliminate Raynor Hubbell as comnected with it in any way, as do-
ing such a thing would be entirely out of character for him. Furthermore,
in one or two recent letters he has expressed his deepest regret at the
whole affair, to me.

As Hver

MacB/HK



Feb, 6, 1956,

ey Van Dyk MacBride,
4 thd Broad St,;
. g Nm 2, H.J.

“J‘ b 3 .
'éar}facx e 3 : - ST R T i

Plusi note the mclosed Confed owm 'l'hia was in ?

the Richey ccllection for years and I have never questioned it
lthaugm I dg nat rocall that I have ever seen mmshem

. . Last fall a friend oi‘ m:me tubnd.tm to the P.F.

i S¢ 18&.7 cover with the slamp & deutle eircle pem, of

* hugusta, Ga., period of l860-  Was this submitted to you or
. did Shenfield show it to you? ij.ﬂbegxadtggivemmm
¥ ’derbcih if are interesteds. 1 cqusidered 11‘. a Confederate use
1 during the Confoderaw. ' ' :

o < nclose stamped adurmod smrelo;pe ,t‘ar return,

- Nothing new on the foi'ged lettor. &m have sugge ted
1 but Iromgetobtlimhewould do awquthlng Do you?

B‘gardlo

Jours ctee,



