
























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Judg Hn!'Ty J . Letll , 
cdcrcl Bl • , 

Hop , Arkansns . 

Judee! 

July 15 1955. 

Here :ith I rctu.-nine the cov r contnined in 
yourr:: of the 16th, tog rth r with written opinion concerning 
sam . r on ch . gine you r:w uau.ol l' e of 5.00 for an it 
in this claQsification. 

It is too bad 1: e c ot h e tlo crooks uho make 
such a,r thia and rob collectors of thousands of dollnro 

annua.lly. 

One of the eatcat evils in the "mail auct· ons" or 
BOI=l d " ,btl Sales" thnt to outl'la.r<i appe ranee arc "auction 
sllles. II It ould be a miracle if enu1ne it :3 rr ever 
included in such ' snl s . I It is my beliei'thoy are tho channel 
thru which unethical mutern deol rs get rid of material that 
hns been returned to them a repaired, fraudulent, etC. , te. 

Do 'ou knon anything £:.bout the p:lrty \mo sem, this to 
you? It se 0 to ce that I recall that lot of fake r.lc.tcrial 

",--, .. ... " CDlIie out of Eugene, Orabon years a '0. I note tIl nan 
On Oregon is not nember of the A.P. S. or S. P. A. 

l'lith best -

Cordinlly yours 

(3 (0) 

.. , 



I .. 

To 
Judge Ham J . Lerdgy 

Hope, Ar!,. 

P.egnrdin.[; eOiT.r .. au elope subnitted for rrr::r opinion, 
\dth a 2¢ Confeder... Grc .... r. li ho aph of 1862, S.U. S. 
1'!o. 3) lit tiel ona postrn rk of Dec . . ,~(latter 
retouched) - l.ddre3sed to EI,IO (?) BARRCfl' E5 - JTORFOLK 
!... - stamp nth t '0 pen strokcs and to left of stBIlP 
II AID ?,IJ and at rieht bott.om of strunp lip JJb" and e.'Wel­
ope a.pparently sc!'!.t se " • It in my opiIuon t is cover 
is fraudulent, th!l.t is" that t is 2¢ sta.'!tp a.s not used 
origil1aliy on this COy • Further", the t'm "PAm 2 I and 
"l:!m" were not handstc:ped but al IIp.:lintines," and of 
course the in..l( of these pzrl.ntin[;s is not the'" e as t at 
cf the ichillond postmr:: • 

.. TAHLEY B. ASHBROOK 

JULY 18 1955 

.. , 

, 



HARRY J. LEMLEY 
DISTRICT .JUDGE 

UNITED STATES DISTRICT JUDGE' S CHAMBERS 

EASTERN AND WESTERN DISTRICTS OF ARKANSAS 

TEXARKANA,ARKANSAS 

July 29, 1955 

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook 
P. O. Box 31 
Fort Thomas, Kentucky 

Dear Mr. Ashbrook: 

You will be interested, I am sure, in reading 
the enclosed letters with reference to the 3¢ 1$57 
and 2¢ green Confederate fraudulent cover, which 
you recently examined for me . I, of course , am not 
letting Mr. Newson repay me for my expense in this 
matter . 

I am wondering if you know the Dr. Seron re­
ferred to in the notation on my letter to Academy 
Stamps, Inc . 

HJL:mc 
Encl. 

With kind personal regards, I am 



\ 

HARRY J. LEMLY 
DISTRICT .JUDGE 

UNITED STATES DISTRICT JUDGE'S CHAMBERS 

EASTERN AND WESTERN DISTRICTS OF ARKANSAS 

TEXARKANA, ARKANSAS 

July 20, 1955 

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook 
P. O. Box 31 
Fort Thomas, Ky. 

Dear Mr. Ashbrook: 

Please accept my thanks for your letter of July 
15 returning the envelope with a 2¢ Confederate green 
lithograph of 1862, together with your certificate 
to the effect that, in your opinion, it is fradulent. 
I herewith enclose my check for $5.21, to cover your 
charge, plus return postage. 

I do not know a thing about Mr. Newson of Eugene~ 
Oregon, who sent me this cover other than that this is 
the third consignment, I believe, that I have received 
from him of Arkansas and Confederate material. I am of 
the~nion that everything he has sent me, with possibly 
oneAexception, has been unquestionably genuine. In the 
lot with this cover, he sent me a front of an illustrated 
New Orleans cover franked with an unused Confederate No. 
1. I, of course, did not buy it but did not consider 
it a fake because it appeared to me that the stamp would 
not have been pasted on a mere front of a cover and then 
not cancelled at all, if it had been fraudulent. The 
price was very low. 

I collected Indian relics for twenty-odd years and 
have had a good deal of experience with frauds, but 
I believe the stamp business is worse than anything else 
I have ever run into. 

With kind personal regards, I am 

HJL:mc 
Enclosure 



PRESIDENT 
RAYNOR HUBBELL 

BOX 573 
GRIFFIN . GEORGIA 

GENERAL. VICE-PRESID ENT 
VAN DYK MACBRIDE 

744 BROAD STREET 
NEWARK 2 . NEW JERS EY 

TRANS-MISS. VICE-PRESIDENT 
HARRIE S. MUELLER 

1505 PARK PL.ACE 
WICHITA 4. KANSAS 

NORTH E RN VICE-PRESIDENT 
STANLEY ASHBROOK 

33 NORTH FORT THOMAS AVE . 
FORT THOMAS . KENTUCKY 

SOUTHERN VICE-PRESIDENT 
GEORGE N. MALPASS 

5 401 - 9TH STREET NORTH 
ST . PETERSBURG , FLA . 

HONORARY LIFE PRESIDENT 
AUGUST DIETZ, SR, 
109 EAST CARY STREET 
RICHMOND 19 . VIRGINIA 

SECRETARY-TREASURER 
T. W. CRIGLER, JR . 

MACON , MISSISSIPPI 

\ 

'.I!. Staru.GY Ashbrook, 
Box 31, 

!\u\CON, ldssissippi, '7-20-55. 

FOrt lhomas, iCentucky 

Dear Mr. Ashbrook: 

This is to a cknowledge and to thank you fOE YOll.r tvlO 
letters of the 19th, and copy of your letter to 1.11'. liubbell. 

I have never near'l of Paul T. Newson of "":ur:'"'ne ~O r l gon, 
but I ~m :::'aniliar wi th the rJiam1 firm known as .. CAIEj;.l"Y ST.At~::'S. This finn 
is ovmed by H. 4. 'lUthill, a former member of the Confedera te sta,~p Alli ance, 
but VJ'1S sus,l)ended last year farr non-payment of due. Tuthill is a Widower, 
and he recently !1'arried Mrs •• ary Gantz, who forIr'f'rly owned and operate the 

~PTOV1N STA1:J? COl.:FANY of la.3t Orang8, N6T'1 Jersey ,::.nd specialized. in first 
day cov€rs, ns 1 iSSUES, etc. I -0 rot know Tuthill personally, but I have 
knJwn his wife for a l1lnber of years, lOmg before her husb3!l.d died, a..11d she 
married Tuthill. 6"h is onr- of the finest wonsn I l.ave eVE>r known, and is 
strictly honest and of the 1>ighest moral character. Hcr husband was a 
pro:::'essor in the public school systm of the;ir city, and they have t\-10 fine 
boys in their teens; ,alloof' thu:-. fine folks. 

lVhen Tuthill and Mrs. (hut married - they met at a stamp 
show - she closed out her busine ss in. 1::e\~ J"ersey and merged iii with his 
in ~.1iami, and I an sure thi;;l.t 1:1:' any phon,y covess ,Jere sent out by the finn 
it "las not done with the wife's knowledge or consent, as she v)ould IE ver 
have consented to such a thing. 

I have a letter from George l'!a,lrass in the mail this mormne, 
am he is .r:aking a determined campaign for the presidency of the C~ , and I 
do not mo·" 0:::' a finer fellov:, or one that I would rather \'-'Orkwith. I am 
writing him wishing hiLl success • 

... 



rr. T. 'I. Crie1cr .. Jr . , 
Hacon, ';88 . 

Dcar Mr . Crigl(;r: 

.. , 

July IS, 1955. 

I ar.l lronderine if you h e over had any complaints against a 
man by the nntle of 

Paul T. Uet:son, 
1328 Oak Drive, 

Eugene, Ore. 

This man recently submitted a fake Confederate cover to a good friend 
of mine. Of course, it is possible N~1Son might not have SU6p cted the 
cover VTaS bad. 

This aloo applies to an outfit in l-riami., Fla., knclm "Acada;oc 
StaMps . Inc." This outfit recently rent a cov r thrt they clai!'1cd was a 
Confederate though there was absolutel no evidence that it was . A clear 
case of misrepresentation, in ~ opL~ion. 

:I: think it ould be advi sable to watch the above two named . 

CV6Fi To 
S~V) ~ \elcl 
1 ~Ct<: B !"tct ~ 

Sincerely yours , 

, 



, 

c. CORWITH WAGNER o o 

!INSURANCE cv4GENCY 

SUITE 163" BOATMEN·S BANK BUILDING 

SAl NT LOU IS (2) 

ACCIDENT 
HEALTH 

LIFE 
FIRE 

BONDS 
BURGLARY 
& HOLDUP 

AUTOMOBILE 

ESTABLISHED 

1914 

M A I N 
1-1640 

JULY 19, 1955 

STANLEY B. ASHBROOK, ESQ. 
, p.O. Box 31 

33 NORTH FT. THOUAS AVE., 
FORT THOt-AAS, KENTUCKY. 

DEAR STAN: 

ONCE AGAIN I COME TO YOUR FOR YOUR OPINION. , ACQUIRED THE ENCLOSED COVER IN 
DECEMBER 1953 - OUT OF A LOCAL AUCTION - AND WAS TOLD AT THE TIME THAT THE COVER WAS THE 
PROPERTY OF CHESTER FRANZ, OF THIS CITY - WHO HAD PURCHASED IT FROM YOU. AT THIS POINT 
I WANT TO SAY THAT AT THE TIME I DID NOT QUESTION THE STATEMENT - BUT NOW I AM VERY SURE 
IT COULD NOT BE TRUE. L~T THERE BE NO DOUBT IN YOUR MIND ON THAT SCORE. 

, BOUGHT THE COVER BECAUSE OF THE "OVERLAND" STRAIGHT LINE MARKING - AN EXAMPLE 
OF WHICH I DID NOT OWN - AND PUT THE ITEM ASIDE FOR LATER ATTENTION. I RECENTLY BEGAN 
MOUNTING SOME OF MY ACCUUULATION - AND WHEN I CAME TO THIS ITEM I FOUND INSIDE THE ENVELOPE 
THE MEMORANDUM THAT IS STILL THERE. , ALSO NOTED - TO MY CHAGRIN - THAT THE COVER HAD BEEN 
PLAYED WITH. You WILL NOTE THAT APPARENTLY THERE IS A STAMP MISSING BETWEEN THE PAIR AND 
THE SINGLE 10t STAMPS AS YOU WILL NOTE THE uKILLER" MARKINGS THAT TIED THE STAM? WHICH SHOW 
BELOW THE WELLS FARGO FRANK. I 00 NOT BELIEVtTHAT THE SINGLE 10¢ STAMP BELONGS ON THE EN­
VELOPE AS IT IS CANCELLED WITH A BAR GRID WHICH DOES NOT JIBE WITH THE KILLER USED ON THE 
ENVELOPE STAMP OR ON THE PAIR. IT SEEMS TO ME THAT THE SINGLE STA~~P HAS BEEN ADDED TO COVER 
A HOLE IN THE ENVELOPE AND TO "ESTABLISH" THE PRUSSIA~ CLOSED MAIL RATE - BUT' THOUGHT THE 
P.C.M. RATE WAS 30¢ - SO WHY THE 33¢ RATE? AND IF THE SINGLE IS "OK" THEN WHAT DENONI~ATION 
OF STAMP WAS I~ THAT SPACE? ) 

BE "KIND" TO ME STAN AND TELL ME JUST WHAT IS PHONY ON THIS COVER. I WANT TO 
WRITE IT UP AND PUT IT IN MY COLLECTION TO SI-'OW HOW A "LAD" CAN BE TAKEN - WHEN HE SHOULD 
KNOW 8ETTER. 

I AM HAPPY TO HEAR THAT YOU AND MRS. ASHBROOK ENJOYED THE MANGOES A~D IF THE 
PLEASURE DERIVED WAS IN PROPORTION TO THAT WHICH I EXPERIENCED IN S(NDING THEM - THEN -
IT WAS A "GOOD DEAL" FOR ALL CONCERNED. THE WAGNERS ARE VERY FOND OF ~ANGOES AND I MIGHT 
~DD THAT SALT INCREASES THE FLAVOR - IN MY OPINION. 

My THANKS IN ADVANCE FOR YOUR ANTICIPATED COURTESY - AND WITH VERY BEST WISHES, 
REMAIN 

SINCEREL OURS, 

Wagner Personalized Insurance Service has acquired a reputation thru - - - PrQmptitude and-Reliability 



• 

t 

• 

~h-. C. ConIith r < ner.-
lS3J~ Bon.t J 8 ~- ..... I dg. 

314 nort 1 Bro ~11CJ37, 
St. 10 i"' 2" ~. 

Dear COI"lutl : 

July 27, 1955. 

·0 hn.vc just r turned from ll. ~ ittle 
vae· tion and I found yours f the 19th. 

J t a: noon no 1 can get a it 
caueht up, I trill ,rito you c.oo t the eo cr. 

!itt rcgnms -

Cor~ yours, 

.., 



RECEIPT FOR CERTIFIED MAIL-15¢ 

CITY OS At H 
(,; ~ OU \'Y 0 

If you want.. 0 7¢ shows 
return receipt. to whom 
check which and when 

delivered 

POD Form 3800 
Apr. 1955 

O 3J¢ shows to whom, 
when, and addre~s 
where delivered 



1. Stick postage stamps to your letter to pay: 
IS-cent certified mail fee 
First-class or airmail postage 
Either return receipt fee (optional) 
Special-delivery fee (optional) 

2. If you want this receipt postmarked, stick the gummed stub 
on the address side of the letter, leaving the receipt attached, 
and present the letter to a postal employee. 

3. If you do not want this receipt postmarked, stick .. ~he 
gummed stub on the address side of the letter, detach and 
retain the receipt, and mail the letter. 

4. If you want. a return receipt, write the certified-mail number 
and your name and address on a return receipt card and at­
tach it to the back of the letter. 

5. Save this receipt and present it if you make inquiry. 
* u. S. GOYERNMENT rRINTING OFFICE: 1155 16-71547-1 



, Hr. C. Corwith Hagner, 
1B34 Eoatm~n t B Bank BldG. 

314 North Bro dl-ray, 
St. Louis 2, }.10 . 

Dear Corwith: 

July 2S, 1955 . 

He!'€1'rith tho cover as per yours of the 19th. This cover probably 
did come froJ: me as the notation portj.ally describilU it is mine. I do not 
recall sellin_ anythinr to a Chester Franz of st. Louis tut I note bis name 
and address on a picce of one of .us business envelopes in nw files 60 no doubt 
I did sell hJm this cover. I seem to recall th t Sam Richey had 0. ret" cov€rs 
si1Jlilar to tr.is and this my have con from the Richoy coll.ction uh:'ch I sol d 
about ten or t :elve yem"'" ago. 

I cannot believe that the COiTor is in the SCl:le ..,hapo as it '\tlas men I 
sold it but the onl~ 'ttD¥ that I could prove that \'rould t e to have a photoraph ~s 
it was when (and if) I 6011 it . I \'14 ]' m:J.ke a thorough sen:t'ch to se if I have 
such a photo in my files . 

For an up-to-dute anaJ.ysis, I believe the followi.ng a.rc facts - !.l:2E 
lDKELUIlIm aIT..1 Calif on § p 6 1860. orland \ ~ Imndotnnpcd ;t, San Francisco and 
:indicated the letter ''las to be sent by the utter.t'ield Ov rland tage Rouc.e rath r 
than Via Panama (to IJ"", York) . The .~el1s Fargo Fran.~ \[ould indicate that tho 
let,ter originated. at sone outlyin[: pluce and the Frank po.id the fce to the 
I~kelumne Post Office. 

The letter s:.o\'1s a.'1 address to Genoa - In 1860 this "TaS in -the Sm-dininn 
States. The Aachen ma.rking indicates it UllS sent from"NoH York via "Fl"'U6Silln 

Closed r P..1I By this route the rate ,ms 3S¢ per ~ oz . \'/hat bothers me is the 
red "19. " Had the letter been Dent by that Route, ( IIP. C. J.r. n) our share would lnve 
been 23¢ and the cr dit 15¢ (23 plus 15 c 3S¢) . Of course, the single 10¢ stamp 
with round grid l'tas not used on this cover, but t he ve i cal pair seel s to have the 
squ<lre dot cancel the s<-'T'J.e as the one on the envelope stamp. If the original rate 
\'Ias 38¢ ", I suppose the ori:inal stanpo nere three lO~ plus a 5¢ 1$57 plus the 3¢ 
envelope. 

Co:ndth, I fear this is just about as far as I can go, (:.xcept; for one more 
point . Note the framed black 1IE,ill. " The rrtie" on the pair look::; like a paint job, 
and this makes me \fonder if this mec ed-up pair \las used on this cover . It is 
possible that back in the early forties that I wac not as 'fell educated on rates to 
the Italian states as I am todB¥" and that thi cover ~ have been in such shape 
then, t~at I sall no son to question it . 

\'ith ev 1"1 ,good lr.i.Bh -
'" Cordially yours, 

L t<n: - I have searched !1W' photo files but \'/CiS not able to find a photoeraph of this 
cover. I have a distinct recollection th .' there \'lere sev ral or Dore COVC!'S from 
t.is correopon ence in the Richey collection and it is barely possible I may ELill 
have one. I lIi11 advise later. In tho meant"l!l I made a good color slide of tl1e 
enclosed, front and bacl'. 
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RECEIPT FOR CERTIFIED MAIL-15¢ 

POD Form 3800 
Apr. 1955 



1. Stick postage stamps to your letter to pay: 
IS-cent certified mail fee 
First-class or airmail postage 
Either return receipt fee (optional) 
Special-delivery fee (optional) 

2. If you want this receipt postmarked, stick the gummed stub 
on the address side of the letter, leaving the receipt attached, 
and present the letter to a postal employee. 

3. If you do not want this receipt postmarked, stick the 
gummed stub on the address side of the letter, detach and 
retain the receipt, and mail the letter. 

4. If you want. a return receipt, write the certified-mail number 
and your name and address on a return receipt card and at­
tach it to the back of the letter. 

S. Save this receipt and present it if you make inquiry. 
* u. S. GOY[RHMENT rRINTING O""IC£ : 1155 111-71547-1 



LOT 

Dear Stan: 

35D 
JOHN DAVID BAKER 

3909 NORTH DELAWARE STREET 

INDIANAPOLIS, INDIANA 

J ul Y 20 J 1955 

Enclosed is a check for $ 50 as part payment for your Service. 

Also enclosed is a new acquisition of mine from the Waterhouse 

Sale. Will you please explain the" 23" rate to me. In looking over 

the 1857 rate tables I do not find any such rate. What is it? 



July 2B, 1955. 

'\ 

·rr. J. David Baker, 
3909 North D 'Tare St . , 

Indiari.~ lis, Ind. 

Dear Dave:. 

Hcrcuith the tlaterhouse cov r as per yours of the 20th. I \'Irote 
Cyril Harmer when the catalocue CDnO out Ghat the cover "las genuine but thqt 
Bacher's description was all m"ong. Da;\rc, this cov r is' nruch nore than a 
mere rate, the f ac·t is ~ it is a very tine -

"OT 

This 1ms an nttmapt to prcp.:ly a letter to Gefmany by "Prussian Closed fail" 30¢ 
per i oz . , with a 30¢ 1860, a s~ amp which had been del!lonetized ond \'ias no longer 
legal. No "old otampa 11 '·tGj~t;;; leca.l ill Ohio in Cctob r lB61. Lima recognized the 
30¢ s p, but ,,} en it reached tho fore:1.81 division of the lJeu York P. O. , they 
r fused recoenition, and rated the letter a entirely un-oaid" ,d.th a debit to 
Prusoia of 23¢ . Prepaid foreign rlail had credits in~. Unpaid foreign mail 
had debits in black. Had t is letter been rated as Paid, the lIeu York postJn.::rk· 
",ould have- been in ~ with a 1 credit (7¢), rather ~ this debit of ~ (23¢) . 
All the znanuscript r.l8.rkinCS are Frussian and nre of no concern to us. 'l'hey in­
dicato that the equivalent of 30~ was dua from the addressee. 

I cave in a SGrvice Issue some time aeo a complete story on nPrussian 
Closed I·fail . 1I It enterjd Prussia thru IlAachen. 11 Note receipt post1llr2rk on back 
aat 2c-kO (Oct . 26) . 

I have endorsed the cover on th 
you did not y too much. 

erse. This is quito a cover and 

Your 5¢ 1857 - Tyj e I - is the Henna. Strange as it may seem." I have 
some remarks in Ey August Service Issue. 

Thanks very much for your d:l eck for 50. 00 as half payment oU your 1955-
1956 subscription to ~ Service. 

Hith regards to H gh and you, 

Cordially yours, 



, 



Aur. 1, 1955. 

I~. J . David Baker, 
3909 l'ort' Dela\ re St ., 

" Indie.rulpolis, Inti. 

Dear Lave; 

Thanlm fa vcur r of tho 30th and calling 
Il\Y attcntio:tl to a point that I fai!.cd to nake in r 

lettCl- of last ICek . f course the ra e by tt.~.11 
ro 30'-' so your cover as not only "IUSUFFICIDlTLY 

PAIDl! but also II01d Str'I'1PS • ot ecormized . II Even 
had. it had a pair 0.1 3¢ 1 61 in adrlit· n to the'" ¢ 
~ nn it uould h< v b en s !It as II entirel unp id. " 

In the i1 rith U' l('tt r, can atcrhousc 
cover o. 351 - fron a bl.\Y€i'" for oy opinion. I ad­
vised the Harner London firm 'lrly in June t' at t' is 
cover ·:~s ouest ion b1e and should only b enId lias is. 

Cordi~ly yours~ 


