
































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































744 BROAD STREET 

NEWARK 2, NEW JERSEY 

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook, 
33 North Fort Thomas Ave., 
Fort Thomas, Kentucky. 

Dear Stanle y: 

March 28th, 1955. 

This is in reply to your letter to Larry Shenfield of March 
22nd in whi ch you sent me the enclosed cover belonging to our mutual 
friend Maurice Blake, for analysis. Larry pa ssed it along to me, and 
I am happy to say that I am aDle to give you the definite story on it. 

/ 

This cover was addressed Qy Lt. C. B. Eastham of the lOth Vir­
ginia Infantry, who was captured in the Battle of Spottsylvania C.H. 
on May 12, 1864. He was sent to FOI'"t-..Delaware and became one of the 
600 Confederate officers who to Union-peld Morris Island 
in Charleston Harbor, where they"Were held in a stockade under the 
fire of the Confederate guns in Charleston. In October he was one of 
the group sent from there to Fort near Savannah, Ga. which had 
been captured by Union forces early in the war where he continued 
to be held as a pris oner. , . .. I 

I 

On 2(?) wrute to his wife in Harrisonburg, 
Va. in a letter which was enclosed in this cover. This letter, doubt­
less together with from the other prisoners, was carried to the 
Confederate lines around the city of Savannah, under flag of truce. It 
was then mailed from Savannab with the "Ion representing Confederate 
pos tage due to be paid by the addressee upon delivery. There are evi­
dences of an adhesive stamp having been removed from the corner of this 
envelope, but no such stamp was necessary in this case. As you will 
see from the above, at no time was this cover in the hands of the U.S. 
postal service. ' 

You will find the complete story back of all this in the two 
article s I wrote '''Prisoner of War Covers of Morris Island and Fort Pu­
laski", which appeared in the American Philatelist of May 1946 (pages 
680,etc.), and June 1948 (pages 696,etc.). On page 685 of the first , 
story there are photos of two covers bearing this same 1'10" due marking, 
and one of them also has the same small type Savannah postmark, which 
also is dated in November. Somestimes these covers were endorsed 
tlVia Flag of Truce" but not always. Incidentally, another cover ad­
dressed to this same Mrs. C.B. Eastham from Lt. Eastham while he was 
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in Morris Island, is illustrated on page 690 of the first article. 
The second article tells of the two books which were written on this 
whole story, containing lists of the prisoners, and Lt. Eastham is 
lis ted therein. 

That seems to tell the story of this cover and I am enclos­
ing an extra copy of this letter in case you want to send it along 
to Maurice Blake. 

Best personal regards I 

Sincerely, 

~ 

MacB/HK 

c.c.: L.L.Shenfield 

, 



MAURICE JAMET 
timbres anciens 

10.Rue d'Alger 
PARIS 1 ~ 

~ Opera 99-46 
C.C.P. PARIS 4483'61 • R.C.SEINE. 819.18'1 

Dear Nr Ashbroo~, 

Pari~, the 29th of march 955 

Mr Stanley ~. ASHBROOK 
P.C B:x 31 

33 N" Ft Tpo~~~ 'v ~ e 

FC3!_!~2~~~, Yy ( ) . S.A. 

Pl ase find herewith p f 
be very glad to havp. our opinion. 

cover~ for which I should 

30 p f them are abviously forged, 'It T" ,/ customer 
being ~n ~merican man living in Faris, h. no s you vor~ weI ~ ~er'l­

tation as I ve~often mentionned Jour kn~ edge. Be w~ t to h VE your 
orinion about p ~h ov~r ~s he {ill b~ strong tow~ r ds his sellers . I thin 
and hore ZARF~vI ill hpve som~ trouble. 

Thanking ou in advance, I am , 

Yours sincer Iy, 



MAURICE JAMET 

L 

timbres anciens 

10, Rue d'Alger 
PARIS 1 ~ 

~ Opera 99-46 
c.e.p. PARIS '483'61 • R.C.SEINE 819.1 81 

. ttre N°l 
" °2 
" N°3 
" N°4 
" N°5 
" N°6 
tt N°? 
tt N°8 

POUR 't"XPERTISE 

Paris, le 28 Mar~ 1955 

Mr stanle B. ASHBROOK 
P.O Box 31 
33 .• Ft T'boma A. 
FORT THOMaS, Ky (~ , S •• ) -----------

--------------
Fr .... :30.000.-

30.0('0.-
10.000.-
5.000.-

30.000.-
3.0()C".-

30.000.-
10.000.­

l4P.000.-

Frs:148.000 -
Lettre N°9 20 . 000.-
" NOlO 15.000.-
I! N°ll ·5.000.-
I! N012 20.000.-
" N013 10.000.-
I! 110 14 30 . 000.-
" TO 15 20.000.-

" N° ( ~.OOO.-
281.000.----------

Engggement de chan e O(.t~\Vrt1 



.... 

April 4, 1955 . 

:ro. J.1a.urice Jamet , 
10 Rue d ' Alger J 

Paris 10 , Franco. 

Det:r lI".r. Janet: 

Herewith the sixteen (16) cov rs as per yours 
of t'le 29th. ltr fee for the exaL'in'ltion is as fellows: 

Four covers 6 2 . 00 each 
(6 - 8 - 11 - 16) •••••••••••• 

Ten covers 0 . CO each 
(1 - 2 - 3 - 4 - 7 - 10 - 12 -
13 - 15) ••••••••••••• • •• • •••• 

Two cover 5. 0 each ••••••• 
Total 

B. OO 

30. 00 
10. 00 
L~8.00 

Herewith I run enclosing an ane.lysis of each cover. You 
will note that I have si -ned on the back, the coy rs 
that I believe to be genuine :in all I-espects . Those 
not signed are either bad or doubtful . It is r~r ess 
that the bad ones are some of Zareski ' s handi\lork. Too 
bad that fellow cannot be hung. 

\-rith IiW kindest regards -

Cordially yours, 



Cover No.1 - 5¢ 1856" tied by a le Orl poswrk of June 22, 1857 - to Nantes. 
A Garnier cov r . Thru I3ooton cn July I, 1857 - Th rste on thio cov r was 15¢ . It po­
pears that this 5¢ st OJ> \-,as used on this cov{r, so appc.r nt1y 10¢ 1855 is ms ine. 
It· tire1y possi...Le th t the 10C ,as paid in CClDh" and thio DaY; e th en tien, 
as oV 0 uas only three Months aft r the old 5¢ ate becnn: obsol~e. On the back, 
black "Boston JUL 1 E .Pkt." The ~ cr it ie 12¢. 

Cover No. 2 - This cov r is fraudulent, the three stamps • e not used on this cov r 
oricinilly. This uas a tamp1css co\'cr, fo1"\ arded un ide Th various erking prove 
this. 

COV",l" No. 3 - FrOIl San Francisco, Au ust 17, 1866 - to Lima" P rue S.F. p.m. on fac is 
II ue 18" - the Pana!lla is liSP 1 - le66." The cover has a horiz . pa~r of the 30¢ lC61 
plus a horiz. pair of the 10 1861 plua a 3¢ 1S61. - Total :3 . Thero such rate 
or l!lultiple. The single r~te via Pan~ in 1866 '\ as 22¢ per ~ ounce" of lhich 10¢ as 
U. S. to Pane.r.:a and 6 pence British (12~) to Peru. In red pencil is 4 - 88 - 48. In other 
words this ao r ted at li times 22¢ or §§1 of which 4 x 12 or 1& wae credited to Britain. 
This cov r is short 5¢ in posta.ge. None of these stl.lT.JPS are actually tied to the cover 80 

it ia impossible to stato if t hese were the statlp8 th"t -tere actually us d on this cover. 
1 suspect thnt they '\ ere and that a 5¢ stamp is missing. 

NM 4 (cover) - 34¢ Paid - 24¢ 1867 (grill?) plus lO¢ 1869 - fro Son Francisco Dec . 3" 
1 9. Lett r inside dated .F. Dee. 2, 1869. Io the 241 ll. genuine grill. n 0.1' as 
can be determined en tl c cover, nrr opinicn is yes . The r te to Peru nt this time 'Was 34¢ 
per ?l oz." as foll~15: 10· U. S. to P n 0" one chilling (24¢) by British co. l'ia e to Peru. 
Thus the large "24" credit in nagenta applied at Ii' . I h£lvo endors this cover on the 
back as genuine in l!V opinion. 

Cov r No. 5 - 15¢ to Fi·ance by AI ol"ican Packot to "land. From Baton Rouge~ L • - July 
t , 185S. From 1 ew York JulY' 17, 1858 (S turday) . (The correct sailing date) to Bord ux. 
The credit is "611 'Which ~'as correct . I endors this cover on the c, IIIn r:Jy opinion 
this cover is teIluine. " 

Cove '0, 6 - To Havre, France from JTew York on Seo 2 ~. 6 . Cover hes a 3¢ 1861 0. 12¢ 
1861 (15¢) . Markings shmf the letter feighed ov r i ounce" hence r uired 30 (dO",J.ble 
rate) in postaee (2 x l5¢ or 16 dec ~s) . S t ns entirely unnaid, with 16 decmes due . 
New York postmark in black (denoting unnaid )" lnth a debit to ranee of 186-' (2 x 3 plus 
2 x 6) . In l!\V opinion this \1aS a otampless cov r, and those tvtO at ps lole not used 
ori inall.y on t .' s cov€r. The cancelationo on the st ps are t conv:l!1.cing. 

Cover No. 7 - 45~ r te - llet'l' Orl ans Via N~l York to Paris - by or. Packet direct to 
Ha.vre. let! Orleans Dec. 4, 1857 - Ne:1 York Dee. 12" 1857 - Havro Dec. 24" 1857. Cr it 
to France is 9, \fhich t1as correct . Rate \-reo 3 tinea l5¢, credit l'ms 3 x 3¢ (fo!' FrenCh 
internal) . Vertic ... .! strip of the 5¢ 1857 - Type I - red br 'ID" center line, right pan 
strip of three. Vert . strip of three 10¢ 1857, Plate One, Typos III, II, III. In I:\Y 
opinion this cover in genuine. 

Cover 1'0. 8 - Cover lnth a sin Ie 12¢ la51 from NOll York fiClTCh 18, 1857 to "'land. This 
cover is a fake, th9.t is, the 12~ stamp uao not u"'cci originlllly on this cover. The cover 

ll5 surely a prepaid· ~f'Jl'I1')lcns \nth a rate of 21~¢ - with a credit of 19¢ to Britain -
Transmitted by Britinh acket (Cunnrd Line) . 

Cover ITo. 9 - Frcm net1 Orleans to Paris, France. 21¢ Paid. Pair of 10~ laS5 - Typ I plus 
single 1¢ 1851, Type IV. Dated flm'l Orlearu" Da. , Dcc . 28, 1855, fr lIml York by km.. 
Jan. 12, 1856. This wao ori inal1y !'out to eo via. England and Pl~epaid 2~¢ by t let route, 
but ~m8 changed ~t l~cw York nn sent by t e Havre Line "Direct to Frane . " This only re­
quired a prep8.yr.lCnt of 20¢ . Six (6) decimos due from a.ddressor. I endorsed this on the 

. b ck" "In nw opini.on this cover is Ben ne. " 
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Cov,r "No . 10 - From New York to Lyon, France Oct. 15. 1853 (Saturday) - 20i Paid. This was 
the rate by direct stemner to France. This letter l'iaS sent instead' }jrr the Collins Line 

'. Via England - the rate by that route was 2l¢. Routed" Pr str. Bnltic s" a Collins Line 
ship, American Packet. The peE ta e was short 1¢. In nw opinion, the postol clerke per­
mitted it to go as is. I endorsed the cover, "In nw opinion this cover is genuine." 

Cover No . 11 - 3¢ U. S. envelope (obsolete - demonetized in Au ~ust 1861). l¢ 1869 plus 2¢ 
1863. Not a double 3¢ rate. In my opinion the cover is genuine and signed on the back. 

Cover No. 12 - Cover with a 15¢ 1869 from New Orleans to Havre, France on Aug . 17, 1869. 
The 15¢ stamp was not used originally on this cover. This was a staT11pless cover, sent 
unw1d, a double rate of 2 x 15¢ "dth 16 deciy; es due in France. Forwarded by dire-cr­
steamer to Cherbourg, U.S. share 24¢ (as per 24 in N.Y. pootmt.rk) and the French share 6¢. 
Nml Orleans never used a cancelation such as this. 

Cover No. 13 - Cover with a 10¢ 1869 from New Orleans to Havre, France on May 4, 1869. 
The 10¢ stamp \'laS not used originally on t lis cover. This was a stanroless letter , ~ 
unpaid, a double rate "rith 2 x l5¢ or 16 decir.1es due from t he addressor. FOr\'iarded by 
direct I!lail to Havre, the U.S. share was 249, (as per the 24 in the New York postrnarlc) . 
The French share was 2 x 3¢ = 6¢. 

Cover No, J!: - From Honolulu Via San Francisco and New York to Paris. 5¢ Hawaii paid the 
Honolulu rate of not ov r ~ ounce. The 10¢ 1861 took care of the 2¢ ship fee . The letter 
then started from ~ .F . for France as a dmlble 15¢ r ate with 30¢ due or 16 decimes due from 
the addressor. From Honolulu June 24. lr66, from S.F. on July 10, 1866, from Hew York on 
July 31, 1866, by British PacJtet. Thru Calais on Aug. 13, 1866, and reached Paris the 
same date. The black encircled "22" was applied at San Francisco. The !lel'r York has a "6" 
the U. S. debit to France (2 x 3¢ - U. S. internal). I endorsed t is covryr on the back, 
"In my opinion t his cover is [enuine./I 

Cover No. 15 - Cover fram New Orleans with a sin~le 30¢ 1£69. This stamp uas net used on 
this cover originally. The 30¢ on t his cover is rather silly. This cover originally was 
a stampless, \'1hich did not weigh over t ounce and it ,-ms sent unpuid rith 8 decitnes due in 
France, uhich \iaS about 15¢. If obly 15¢ was due in France l-Thy do \-e find 30¢ was paid 
in the U.S.? This is ,mat makes the 30¢ 6tamp on this cov r quite ridiculous. NC\'1 Orleans 
postmark of Aug . r (1869). Nevi York black p.m. denoted unpaid, dated Aue 14 with a debit 
to France of 9¢. This met~t it went American Packet to England , thence to France. 

Cover No. 16 - 2¢ to France. Unsealed printed circul ar to France from New Orleans ray 1, 
1861. 15 dec:ilnes due in France (about 28¢ U.S.). This is an e){ample of U. S. stamps used 
in the Confederate States of America, as Louisiana a.t tpat time vlaS a £le:mber of the C. S. A. 
On June 1, 1£61, the P . O. D. of the C.S.A. took over the operation of t he postal service. 
I endorsed this cover as genuine. 
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~~. Nelson Po La Ganke, 
CarneJ,t"i(> Hall, 

1220 Huron Ro~d , 
Cleveland 15, Ohio. 

Dear Hr . La Ganke: 

April .3, 1955. 

I am in receipt of yours of the 29th. 

The cover is quite unuoual .md if I cv~r run cross 
it I am sure I lIould not forget it . I note you state it was 
!!stolen in the mails . 1I Does this mean it waf' sent by ordinary 
mail or by reeistel'ed 1'1Llil? rio doubt you Dre frull-liar ldth 
the ".30 1851 Unit" and the "Ch:ronicle" that they issue. I 
think it would be an excellent idea if vou \'fould have the 105s 
publicized in t hat bulletin and if you have a phctograPit, I 
am sure they \1ould be glad to illust r'1.t e it . }w good friend 
Tracy Simpson of Berkeley, is t ~ e editor Dnd I knOll/' thAt he 
mms s everal similar covers . Had he kno\'m that this cover 
, .. as in the sale I am sure he vTOuld have bid on it . If you have 
a photograph you could loan me I i~-11 ~ake a cop,r and publicize 
the loss in my monthly Service Issue. 

If I can be of any assistance in any ... ·my please 
cOL1!1k"1.nd ne. 

'-lith my kindest rer,ards -

Cordially yours, 

, 



J 

~1',~a~ 

STAM PEaADE co. 
o 

CARNEGIE HALL - 1220 HURON ROAD 

CLEVELAND IS. OHIO 

Mr. STanley B. Ashbrook 
MAin 1·0909 

33 N. Ft. Thomas Ave., P.O. Box 31 
Ft . Thomas, Ky. 

Dear Mr. Ashbrook: 

April 6, 1955 

I have your note of April 3rd. Our HI-HAT Catalogs are produced 
by the offset process, wherein the actual Covers and stamps are 
photographed and reproduced on a zinc plate. We do not have any 
photograph of this Cover which we can send you, other than the 
reproduction in the Catalog which you originally received and a 
portion of which I sent you with the last letter. 

The Cover itself was in a cellophane envelope, attached to our 
auction page , and between two cardboards and mailed in a 6x9 
envelope, by parcel post, insured .mail. When the customer received 
the package at the other end, he opened it in froat of the postal 
clerk and discovered that the Cover was missing from the lot. It 
was, therefore, obviously remvved somewhere along the line, 
between the time we mailed it and the time he received it. 

NPL:k 

Respectfully yours, 
} 

~;;U 
Nelson P. La Ganke. 





SAVE THE E 
BUY U.S. B 
PAYROLL 
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eh 17, 1955. 

J'Ir. B. F. Evans, 
1009 S. 26th ft ... 

Arlinc..<rton, Va . 

Dear ~ . ::va.l'lS: 

He - yours ot tr.o 15t • • I sugcest th~t you 
advise 11at struaps you \fould C~ C fo'J." . _ to exavine. 
I "ill then acivi!"e you re<fa.rdi!lB th 1'oc. Ii' they 
re 20th C '!:.ury or of a c _ on v :'"'iety I SUtiecst. 

that y u send them 'GO the .xp¢. Co1IllJittee ot the A. P. t:' . 

I am not sure that I unc erstc:m your query ro­
gardin "U"lused Patriotic ... . " Such items are v 1'Y 
common and ha.ve v-ry little value. I cnclos several 
d.th compliments. I suppo5e a dealer wO'lld c' urge 

5¢ or lO¢ apiece for such ito~. ~hese s~c ccve~s in 
used corYlition with stamps do ha:.;-c value. Have I 

red your query? 

Very truly yours) 

., ... 4 
. ,~ 







looq S'. ~G, ~ ~. 

~ · 'f-' lfci:. 



I-ir. B. F. Evans,. 
1009 South 26th St . , 

Arlington, Va. 

Dear .lI'. Evans: 

5, 1955 . 

H~rewith yOUl' 5¢ 1857 and the covers 'Contained in yours of the 1st . 

Your 5¢ lS57 is the "Hc~" or '-That \ e fomfJrly called the Indian Red 
yf;ars ago. It is a very clooo I!lD.t ch to one of n:w refErence copies which I am 
ep..c . n3 and l'lhich ki.'1.?1y z'cturn . 1.ay your copy alongside of mine and I 

.... t ~ . you will are the celors nrc tl e rar::e. I mounted my copy on the card 
l-~ 1 months ago to show a friend v:hat the "Henna" ,·ms like. You will note 

~ stated thc.t ny color was not the ultra- fine shade of the Henna as it 
comes in a much reddm- color . lim ever, the la.tter is scarce and worth consider­
ably more than catalogue. I regrot thnt I do not have an exanpl Rt pre. ent . 
I never express an opinion on values, but I would be tilling to ell my copy 
for $60. 00. I believe it i8 sound in eVG1¥ particular. Your cop,y is cut into 
at top and appears to hafe sone da"lace er the "EN" of "CEHl'S . " 

He - the 3¢ 1857 covers. While I did not examine each one carefully, 
I think all arc the Type II not the ,/28A. If I uel"e you I "lOuld buy a v(rtical 
pair or e vertical strip cf three - then you can see very plainly what the 28A 
looks like. I believe I have a nice vertical strip of three that I can offer 
you @ $10. 00 provided I can find i t. 

There is no fee for the exar.:tin~tion of ~rour 5¢ 1857 but you can re­
imburse ne for the registered posta e I have expended,to you and return. 

Very truly yours, 



·Hr. B. F. Evans, 
1009 South 26th St . , 

Ax lington, Va. 

Dear l1r . Evans z 

lcby 7, 1955. 

Than.l{s very IT.uch fer yours of the 4th vnth the fee 
of C5 . 00 for the 51;~ 1$67 cover, \lhich I am returning hcrm<D_th. 
I have authenticated the cevor on the back, and c..,,<pla.ined the 
rate. 

Frior ~o Janua~ 1, 1869, tho reBistered fee had been 
20¢ but on that date it \las reduced to 15¢ . Tbis is a Reay stamp'ed 
enifelope" first issued ~_n .Julj-r 1870. The date of your cover is 
"Jan 7 , " 50 the use I:'.ust have been 1871 or 1st r . I doubt if it 
was later. ?he regi-tered fee remained at l5¢ until JanuDry 1~1B74 . · 

As I noted on tho back of your cov~r, this i8 a very rare 
use and I believe that nw authentication on tho back \'1ill tldd more 
value to your cover than the fee I charged. 

1:.3y I assure you that I had no intention of nak:tng any 
reference to you in row last letter. 

\-lith my kindest !'eeards -

Sincerely yours, 



HOWARD HAMMON~-J' R ARN ., M.D. 
OLD A. NUTTING M D 

AUSTIN W . LEA, M:D.· . 

JOHN H. CARR, M.D. 

ALBERT BUILDING 

SAN RAFAEL, CALIFORNIA 

TELEPHONE GLENWOOD 4 ~245 t 



.,.. L 
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THE 
FOREST CITY 

CLEVELAND PLAIN DEALER 
MORNING AND SUNDAY 

SUPERIOR AVE . AT EAST 6TH STREET 
STERLING E . GRAHAM 

PRESIDENT 

PUBLISHING COMPANY 
523-529 SUP E RIOR AVE., N. E. 

CLEVELAND NEWS 

CHARLES F.McCAHILL 
SEN lOR VICE PRE S IDENT 

.JOHN A . VA N BUREN 
VICE PRE S IDENT CL EV ELAND 14.0HIO 

EVENING EXCEPT SUNDAY 

SUPER10~ AVE . AT EAST 18TH STREET 

April 1, 1955 

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook, 
Fort Thcm~s, Ky. 

Dear Stan; 

The Dr . really seems to know his C'-3.1ifornia history anr I am glad that 
the covel' was of some use to him . It always seemed to me to be a good idea 
to let people who appreciate a cover more than I do to bive it to them. This 
sentence seemed to stalt out alright but it sure enrled up in a mess . I hoee 
you let the thought 0" it . 

Th; ngs are a l:.:i t dull here, at least in a phil1.telic sense, as nothing 
'"las turned up lately. I imagine that the collection yO'l have been working 
on is a dandy '>-no perhaps I might- be sable t o buy a stamp or two out of it . 

I trtl t that both you and Mrs . Ashbrook are in goon health and that you 
missed the floods d01'I'11 your way. Best wishes . 

Sincerely, 

D. K. Grieve . 


