






















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Dec, 24y 1954, -~

- Mr, Sylvester Colby, , : 5
‘ 505 Fifth Ave,, 5 2L
New York 17, N,Y.

Dear Sy:

I will appreciate the faver if you will zive me some information,
In a sale b Herman Herst Jr, on June 28, 1953, Lot 1,8, was described as
- al¢ 1851, Type I - 7RIE, I helieve you purchaced the stamp for 2340,00,
I believe thet this same copy came up in 2 sale by Lambert Cerber recently

and it wes described as "gigned by Ashbrook,"

Horstv did net mention that this copy was signpa by me, and I have
no record that I ever savw the stamp much less simed it on the hack, however,
I am mindful of the fact th-t I may have failed to record it at some early
date.' P > ' ” _ ” s

I do not receive Gerberls iuctiou catalomes = thenk heavens, as I
-want no part of that fellow in any way, shape or form,

X -
~Vhen you had the stamp do you recall whether or not it was sismed on
the back? : G | hhe

WITH NIM YEAR GRENTINGS |
Cordially yours,




- Jane 2, 1955,

ir, Sylvester Colb,
g 505 Pifeh AV‘.. i

. New York 17, N,
< v mm_mruymor‘mm
i Igota bit tangled in my filing tut =
. your letter set me on the right track and I have
- the copy of my letter to you of May 22, I nded
- that I sigped the copy as ZRIE rather than as a
"' 2 vimY mAPPY B YER






Dec. 2‘, 1954,

Dear Mr. Jamet:

il i 1 il

careful
I am
Types
lines.
erook to
doubl
your
o<
menace ,
of th 0f 7
B
recut
a
a
er?
Cordially yours,




D . l s
Maurice Jamet, o Xy

10 Rue d'Alge!',
Paris ler, France.

Dear Mr, Jamet:

Farlier this year you forwarded to me a cover with a vertical strip of the
U,S, 10¢ 1857 Type IV plus a vertical strip of the U, S. 5¢ 1857 Brick 'ed, a L5¢
rate from New Orleans, La, to Nantes, France. I would like to see this cover
once more and again make a careful examination of the 10¢ strip, The reason I
make this request is because I am a bit suspicibus that some extremely clever
forger has been converting Types II and III 10¢ 1855-57 stamps into the Type IV
by "painting" the recut lines, Until recently it never occurred to me that it
would be possible for a crook to turn out such a job and deceive me., Recently,
three or four copies of the double remt 64L1 have turned up in nuet.ion sales
in New York that have some suapieious festures,

I zm sure the owner of yvur cover would like to be absolutaly eerbdn that
his strip is gemiine, therefore; if .you will again send the cover to me, I will
compare each stamp side=~by-side with specimens of 54 = 64 and 74 that I know
to ‘be gemiine by their plate positiom rather than by the type,

The cmmberreiting and repair work turned out by some very. clever crooks
is becmlﬁ.ng a very serious menace to philately and I wonder where it will
eventually lead,

I have been a s‘budeub of the U, S. 10¢ Plate #1 since 1918 - I was the
first cne to reeonstruct the plate and the first one to discover the location
on the plate of the eight recut positions, Had anyone intimsted to me a year
ago that any faker could teke a Type III stamp and convert it into a Type IV |
I would have considered such 2 suggestion as absolutely absurd., Now I am not
wholly convineed but I wonder? Therefore thie rather unusual roquest.

With New Year Greetings
Cordially yours,
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C. M. PHILLIPS, JR.

é‘tamﬁ:s fom Collestors
West Lake Buckeye Drive =
WINTER HAVEN, FLORIDA | Q, { 2
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Dec, 23, l95ho

m. C‘ II. Fhil].ips, JI‘.,
West Lzke Buckeye Drive,
Winter Haven, Fla,

Dear Clare:

Herewith the fake that you enclosed in yours of the 20th, It is

a "paint job" and must have been done by -a blacksmith or a2 plumber, It
ids co lousy it is terrible and absolutely valueless, I don't know what
the crook was trying to make but perheps not a 57, Anyone = if 2 dealer -
who would offer to sell a fake like this should be reported to the A,8,0,4,
I don't know who-he is but surely he is a thief and a stinker, If he is so
dumb he don't lmow a fzke pafnt job such 2s this then he should not be in
the stamp businesss

Clare, for Heaven's sake be careful - there never was a time when
so much fake material is being sold to innocent buyers who take chances
thinking they are getting bargains or a gleeper, DBe very careful and avoid -
bargains. :

Crooks eare traveling around the country sellin; fake material or
pbbbing collectors, Be careful of any strangers who give you 2 long song and
dence about what great friends they are of tlils one or that,

* Note the enclosed.

The box of fruit arrived Monday and it was most welcome, Stan Jre .
is home and my daughter flrw in from California last nirht « so we are planning
a big Christmas - and will enjoy your fruit, :

Mrs, Ashbrook joins me in wishin: Mrse Phinips and you r.l‘ld the
childred A VIRY HAPPY HOLIDAY ZEASCN.

Row remember - be c&rgf;l;;-
Cordially yoursy
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Dec. 35, 1954

To Jos. A. Herbert, Jr., 515 E. Capitol 8t., Washington 3, D.C.
and Stanley B. uhﬁrook, 33N. F Thomas xn., Fort Thomas, Ky.

Dear Joe and Stan:

Merry Chrigtmas! I am determined to accomplish this little
job before this week is over, because on Monday I um to St.
Louis for a few days to the winter meeting of the ia Coun-
eil of Teachers of Mathematics, and this must not wait until I
return. Therefore I must do this on the holiday.

My customary typewriter hasg developed some mechanical trou-
ble, which I hope to have re while I am away at the meeting.
I use this second-choice t-ygm ter for stamp pages when pica
seems t0 suit the occasion better than elite, but I do not like
it as well for correspondence. However, with the regular machine
doing queer stunts, the use of this one becomes necessary.

Joe, I am returning your two covers with my diagnosis; but
I would 1ike to have Stan check my findings. I am therefore re-
turning the covers to you via Stan, with a carbon copy of this.
letter enclosed with the covers for Stan to read and consider.

Stan, may I request that after you have checked what I have
written, you gsend the covers on to Joe with a brief statement of
your agreement or disagreement with my findings? And if not too
mg trouble, I would appreciate a carbon copy of what you write
to Joe.

Joe, if I gave you the impression in St, Louis at the Congress
that I have seen lots of covers with the rate mark "7," that was
an exaggeration. What I meant to say was this: My records show
that at various times, a good many post offices imposed an extra
2¢ steamboat charge on letters brought in by non-contract boats.
This would, of course, make a rate of 7¢c or 1l2¢ during the 5¢ and
10¢ period., During earlier periods, it would make a rate of what-
ever the zone rate was plus 2¢. There was, of course, always a 3¢
charge on ship letters; but on inland and coastwise o“oubut let-
ters, while many post offices did not make the extra charge, a good
many did. But I have not myself seen very many 7¢ rate loti'ou.

lNow for my diagnosis of your two letters: I am very sorry to
tell you that in my opinion, the marks "7 are fraudulent; that at
least the Maine letter, and perhape both letters, were carried by
hand, by favor, out of the mails, and the "7's" have been applied
by somebody who has had access to them between the time of their
discovery and the present time.



When I make a statement like that, it is only fair that I give
my reasons, I can do that, but I cannot do it briefly. I will have
to extend my remarks to some length. Here we go:

1. The two letters are to the same man, George Washington Blethen,
and are from members of the same family, named Carpenter. They re-
fer to each other in their letters. One time, G. W. B, was at or
near the family home in Maine; the other time he was down at
Woodville, Mise., and the Carpenter who wrote was in Bayou Sara (a
town, not a bayou) La.. lmrn:s, or looking for work. Undoubtedly,
the two letters were discovered in the same attie, probably along
with many others. :

3. The Maine cover was certainly carried by hand. Note that it is
directed to G. W. Blethen of Glemburn, Maine, care of somebody & Co.
% B +« The post office roaglo would not have known how to handle

e letter, whether to send it to Glemburn or to X% Bangor; but the
person who carried it had directions. The Carpenter family had the
custom of sending their letters by hand; the writer of the Maine let-
-ter refers to that custom in the opening part of the letter. The
Bayou Sara-iWoodville letter may have been carried by hand, also; the
absence of the Woodville town mark (which I will refer to soon) sug-
gests that it was so carried.

3, Iif the rate "7" means an htnz, it meang a steamboat or ship fee.
There is no other way for a 7¢ rate to happen. A steamboat to Bangor
makes sense. A steamboat to Woodville, s rang:ly also makes sense
uthm? Woodville is some 15 miles from the i uiuippl.. I have ev
dence from other covers that tho{ received their mail bags at a con-
venient landing, had them bro to Woodville post office, and pro-
cessed them there as steam and/or as (steamboat) way letters.

We now begin to find the diserepancies:

4, The abgence of town marks need not disturb us; but the absence
of the marks "Steam" or "Ship" must and does disturb us. Zven post
offices which customarily omitted the town mark from steam and/or
~way letters (for example, 8t. Louis and Washington) were very care-
ful to apply the marks “Steam," "Steamboat," "Ship," or "Way."

6. A study of Woodville covers I have seen indicates that Woodville
did use both the mark and the origin mark "Steam® or "Way."
They had handst g at that office for all these purposes and they
used them, (Bangor was not careful about the town mark, but used
the mark "STEAM<BOAT."

6. Neither wadvuh nor Bangor imposed the extra 3¢ fee, as far
as can be judged from covers I have examined,

7. The red of the marks is not the red used at Woodville. Bangor
used a dark blue.

Now let us examine the figure "7' on the two covers.



8. The two figures "7" are not only identical in uha e and size,
but they were struck from the same instrument--at offices
something like 1000 miles apart. OCbserve these po he

®. The vertical flawg in the top horizontal bar of the "7'a"
(due to the grain of the wood or cork from which the instrument
was whittled t‘ identical on the two covers.

10. The urgo flaw just to the left of the verloal stroke is
identical on the two covers.

11. The two "7'g" are struck with the same ink, which is visually
alike and alike under the ultra-violet light, but which is notthcr
the shade used at Woodville nor the color used at Bangor.

12. The only conelusion I can come to is that which I gtated at
the bogun ot this discussion, that the two covers have had
iho figur K.xua on them as a joke or for dishonest 28

-Mody lrho s owned them or access to them between the
t me of their discowery and the time you acquired them.

13, The "7" in ink on the Woodville cover may be a genuine postal
marking, but 1 ﬂghk not, because of the reasons sta in Pru-
graphs €1 e, ville used a boxed straight-line "Steam 5.

My other typewriter has developed mechanical trouble
tltzu one seems to have spelling trouble. I think it is ti-o to
stop.

I am sorry to be the bringer of bad news, but you might
as un hw the truth, If Stan finds that I am wrong, you may
accept whit he says and cancel mine.

don't bother to photograph th covers. I have made
good umhvu of them; I developed them tonight, and will make
printe and send you some after I return from St. Louls.

Stan, one of the first thmk!n will do after I return is to
search thrwlh my steamboat mar f‘ correspondence of the last
three yearsg and try to locate the letters re the other fake steam-
boat markings we have been discussing by mail together. Ag soom
as I have something definite to tell you, I will write you.

Y%cly,



Dec. 28; 1954,

Mr, Henry A, Meyer, =
516 Bead St.,
Evansville 10, Ind,

Dear Henry:

I have your two letters of the 25th and 26th, slso the two covers
sent to you by Mr, Jos, Herbert, Jr,

Iam todgy forwarding the cover to Mr, Herbert and enclose herewith
copy of my letter accompanyins then, \

As stated in my letter, there is no question but what the "7" on both
covers are fraudulent, Herewith I am enclosing Mr, Herbert's letter to you.

I have carefully noted yeur remarks regarding mail conditions in
Evansville, Your Special Delivery letter reached me about 11 P,M, Monday
and your other letter I obtained at the P,C, (in my box) at 4:30 P, M, It was
not there at 10 A M, - the latter was postmaerked Evansville Dec, 26 = 6 P,M, =
So you see it reached me the next day - in late afternoon,

Again re « that "Louisville & Cin = S,B," with date in center, I am
- quite sure the item that was submitted to me is fraudulent though I have no
positive proof, It was in red = cireular = 21 MY = on a 1¢ 1857 - Type IV,
Why on a Type IV? I made a photograph by ultra-violet but the negative does
not show any sign (that I can detect) of a former cancel cleaned, lMaybe the
print will, The item looks just too good to be genuine,

WITH NEW YEAR CREETINGS

Cordially yours,



.

Dec, 28’ 1954,

Mr. Jos, A, Herbert, JTe
515 East Capitol Stes
' ] Doco

Dear Mr, Herbgrtt

Herewith I am enclosing the two stampless
memthtmesmt.tomwmzrverym,
friend Henry Meyer, 1 suppose you have Hemry's
mtoymdawmm. ‘

Pegarding the two covers, Hemry is ab-
solutely correct in his analysis of these two items
and I wish to eoncur 1007 in all of his statements,
The two markings of t'e identieal "7" on both of
these items are unquesticnably fraudulent,

~_ May I wish you A VIRY HAPPY AND PROSPERCUS

Cordially yours,
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