




























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































FINANCE COMMITTEE
Amenican Philatelic 5004'61% Jnec.

ADOLPH STEEG, CHAIRMAN
lo48 Genesee Street, Buffalo 11, N.Y.

April 29, 1954

Mr, Stanley B. Ashbrook,
35 N. Ft, Thomas Ave,,
Fte Thomas, Kye.

Dear Stan:

Thanks very much for your kind co-operation in giving me your
opinion on that strip of three lc 1851 Type IIIA stamps and your offer to
give me any informaetion required. I note that you have adopted a stringent
rule to charge where an opinion of authentication on a cover is requested ,
but in the case of the strip submitted you was not making e charge because
I was not aware of the rule you recently put in effect, hwoever, that you
want me to know that the rule does not apply to me personally., Does this
imply that if in the future I should submit any further items to you that
heve come to me for an A.P.S . certificate that there will be no charge.

As I had stated in my previous letter I believed it would be an
imposition to ask you to pass on such items without some renumeration but
not knowing what your fixed charges are, do not know if the token fee would
be satisfactory.

Your reference to the large cash funds of the A.P.S. and its very
substanial income is a subject that I know backwards and forwards. I know that
many members feel as you do aboutf%ut when you enelyze the financial statement
you will see that most of the large cash funds are tied up in Trust Funds (1)
The Insurance-Fund for indemnification of losses thru the Sales Department
(2) The Life Membership Fund which not until recently was touchable but now is
being emortized to carry the Life Membership and (3) The Permenent Fund which
our old friend Gus Wilhelm tied up so permanently that its name is not a nis-
nomer, This Fund at the Milwaukee Convention was pegged at $30,000.00 and no-
body has yet come up with a good answer what it should be used for. However,
the interest on these Fundsigo to the General Fund, which, with the income from
dues and entrance fees are the only available fund to run the Society. Costs
have gone up so much during the past five years, the cost of printing the A.P.
has doubled, that I have been at times at my wits ends to meke ends meet in
spite of the raise in dues from $3.00 to $4.00 which should have increased to
$5.00. It cost $1.35 a member to run the Central Office and the net cost of
the A.P. is over $2.00 a member so there is little left to carry on the other
functions of the Society.

I often wished that the Society had a larger income to the General
Fund so that it could subsidize many worthwhile causes but with its limited
income cannot see where such is possible,

Hope I have not bored you with this detailed narration but thought
you may be interested to lkmow .

ith my kindest regards,

Cordially ;'ourwé



£ ok R May 31, 1954.

“Burralo 11, N.¥. oo
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When your: of April 29th arrived, I ws extremely busy
rush job and I had to lay your letter aside for a
iter dete. ' wi

: By b
Again re - the examination of itams. As a special -
vor to you I will be glad to assist you oo any items so
‘will forget the subject of fees, but I request that you
it this as strictly confidential. '

Thanks so much for tho date on A.P.S. fncame, ete. I
‘totally uninformed and I am glad to have the Facts.

; With my best wishes -
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May 31, 1954.

Mr, Marcel Levy,
8 Fue Lagarde,
Paris, France,

Dear lMr. Levy:

Please pardon this tardy reply to yours of May 10th. 1 was tied
up with some very important mush work and I was compelled to lay aside
all correspondence which was not urgent.

Regarding your queries. The U. S.-British Treaty went into ef-
fect on Feb. L5th, 1849, Additional articles went into effect om
July lst, 1849, These later erticles pertained to carrying into ef-
fect the original treaty. No, it was not possible to may 5¢ on a
letter to Great Britain but on meil to verious ecountries beyond G.B,
and transmitted thru G.B., it was possible to pay 5¢ or 2 1l¢ - the :
former by British Packets, the latter by American Fackets. For example,
a letter to G.B, had to be fully paid or entirely unpsid. A pay of 5¢
would have been “"insufficlently reid" and thus rated as entirely unpeid.

o

Re - your query 1849-1857 - the 21¢ rate. Yes, thies rate was a part
of the U.S.-G.B.Treaty. It applied to meil carried to Great Britain by
- an American Packet and addressed to counbries beyond G.B. For example,
a letter to Holland - Belgium - with U.S. postage paid in the U.S. to
the British frontier. We see such letters marked "Paid only to England" -
that is, 5¢ U. S. internel plus 16¢ sea - paying only to the British
frontier, not beyond. The U.S.-British Treaty wes in effect from Feb. 15,
1849 to Dec. 31, 1867 inclusive. There were from time to time additional
articles but there was no treaty during the ebore period.

Re - the 21¢ paid by 1847 stamps. Off hand I do not recall such a
cover. I think such mail was paid in cash rather than overpaying 4¢ by
stamps. If I have ever seen a 21¢ rate paid by 1847 stamps I do not re-
call it. Payment by stemps wes not compulsory while the 1847 stamps were
current, hence it is doubtful if many people threw away 4¢ just for the

sake of paying by postage stamps.

I don't know whether I understood an additional query. Was it to the
effect, - are covers known with the 21¢ rate paid by 1851-1855 stamps.
The answer is yes, but they are not common, Covers from California with
the 5¢ '56 or 5¢ 1857 are extremely scarce, for that matter, the 5¢ 156
- used to California is also & very elusive item.

1 am wondering if I have answered all your queries sstisfactory? If

not please advise me.
With my kindest regards = Cordially yours,

(31-55)
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June 14, 1954,

Mr, Marcel Levy,
8 Rue Lagarde,
Paris, France.

Dear lir, Levy:

Yours of the 8th received. You are guite correct that covess to
foreign countries with postage stamps in the late forties and early fifties
are scarce - not so scarce in the middle fifties and more common by the
late eighteen fifties. I suppose the great bulk of correspondence was mail
paid by cash (stamplesa). While the mrepaygient of postage by postage stamps
on domestic mail became compulsory on Jen. 1, 1856, this did mt apply to
foreign mail. If you will glance back thru my Service Issues you will find
I emphasized on several occasions the desirability of covers to foreign
countries with 1847 stamps. This also applies to covers with the 5¢ New York.
Of course, the letter only paid the domestic postage but nevertheless the 5¢
New York stamps went to England, France and Austria. Any other foreign destina-
tions are exceedingly rare.

Covers fro@ California and Oregon to foreign countries prior to 1860 are
decidedly rare, and in the early fifties practically all such mail was in stamp-
less form - either paid or unpaid. I have never attempted to keep & record of
the earliest uses I have seen of covers with stamps alone. -

Re - mail to St. Thomas in 1851. There was no mail contract with the
Steamship Line that you mentioned but I suppose the Line did carry mail privetely
as "Ship Letters." On such mail, at that period the only postage payable was the
‘inland to port of departure - Mail could be sent in 1851 to St. Thomas by Brisish
Service, from New York or Boston Via Southampton, the rate being 55¢ per 1/2 oz.
This was the West Indies rate and included Guadaloupe, Hayti, Martinique, Porto
Rico, -5t. Croix, ete., etec. I suppose the postage was only to the frontier and
not to destinstion (Enternal included). I believe the above answers your query
if I heve ever seen any covers by the Line mentioned and not marked "Ship."

Re - Mail in 1856-1857 - Via the West Indies & Venezuela Steamship Co., I
have no recoftd thet the U.S. P.0.D. ever made a contract with the Company to con-
vey mail., If they did carry mail, it must have been hon-contract and treated as
“Ship Letters" with the only U. S. postage paid, that of the U.S. inland or
domestic, viz., to Port of departure. The 1857 P.,L. & R. quoted the following rates

to St. Thomas:
"By U.,S.Packet to Kingston Jamait@ .eeececcccscensseaslBy per 1/2 oz,

By Havana .‘......0.0................................I 34¢ 'per 1/2 oz‘"

I do not recall ever seeing a cover with either of the above rates,

I trust I have answered your queries satisfactorily but if not pleése advise.
With my kindest regerds - Cordially yours,



MORRISON CAFETERIA COMPANY

INCORPORATED

Birmingham, Alabama.
Thursday, June 3rd. 195L.
Mr. Stanley Be. Ashbrook,
33 No Ft Thomas Ave.,
Fort Thomas, Ky.

Dear Stan,

‘This cover just came from Ez altho it was knocked down to
me last Wednesday week ago. He has just picked it up at Mercury. I am
mailing it to you at once and hoping it is 0.K. Ez's comment was just
"This is quite a nice cover."

As I wrote you please send it back to Ez if it is bad. But
hoping it is good I wish you to endorse it and return it to me registered
for its price to me $115.50. I will then send you my check for the postage
incurred and $5 for the endorsement. Also,dont you think this cover should
be folded as originally until mounted on a page. I see no reason to maileit
back to me spread out like it is. I only keep it in the form it came to me
in case you send it backe

Assuming it good, dont you think it a very rare thing? I have
never seen a cover with the Japan cancel on it that was goode.

N

Thank you from Dr Chew for the confirmation of what I
had told him about the 1¢ 1875 proof. He was not disappointed for I had
prepared him for your verdict. I also appreciate it.

In your letter you make one remark that puzzles me and I think
you may have me mixed up with someone else. You say for me to watch out
for the next issue of "Service" and reference to my Bermuda cover, a fact
I appreciate no end. Then you add this puzzler-

"Also lot #311 in the Fox 1¢ sale. Watch for that a$3o."
The 1¢ Fox sales of April and May show lots 311 as negligble
off cover items.

Sincerely,

-



June §, 1954.

Mr., Emmerson C. Krug,
' 3008 = 13th Ave., South,
Birmingham, Ala.

Dear

Herewith the 2¢ 1869 cover which came lete this afternoon, too
late to get it back in the mail. I am pleased to report that it is okay
in every way, and on the inside I detailed a complete story regarding
1to i

In my opinion, I think it should be left just the way it is - open,
so that a person can see the complete rate and markings which would not be
possible if folded. Yes Em, I do think it is a rare cover, no doubt about
that. It is a "combination rate”™ - as I pointed out on the back. I have
seen such combinations from China and Japan Viz S.F. to Britain and France,
but this is the first thet I recall tp Prussia.. It does not seem that anyone
has monkeyed with it in any way. In the summer and fall of 1869 there ap-
parently were large supplies of the 2¢ and 10¢ 1869 at Hiogo. Yes, covers
are known that are good with the Hiogo merking. It is the off cover stamps
that have the fake Hiogo. '

I suppose by this time you have my June lst Service Issue and a full
explanation re - Lot ;-311 in the Fox l1¢ sale. I believe that vertical is a
very rare pair. 1 remember Bill Vest peid Ward something like $400300 for a
h.pair 4R1L - 5R1L. Do you remember the perf pair of 4-14 - from the Brown
sale (Ex-Chase) that Ward tried to sell you? Didn't I advise you not to buy
it? It had some defect and I thought Ward was trying to hold you up? That
is the way I seem to remember it? I note you thought Lot 311 in the Fox 1l¢
'51 sale didn't amount to much. Neinken was looking out the window and so
was Ezra - Somebody made a marvelous buy. 1 didn't think it was even worth
while to bid on it, as I thought it would go too high. Jacobs must have been
in attendance and overlooked it. I think Morris Forgang is now the owner.
It is not often there is such a bargain in a New York auction.

How did you like the write-up I gave your Bermuda cover?

I had a letter from Jere Barr today. He is only interested in
covers.

Regards.

Yours etec.,



MORRISON CAFETERIA COMPANY

INCORPORATED

Birmingham, Alabama.
Friday, May 28, 195L.

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook,
33 No Ft Thomas Ave.,
Fort Thomas, Ky.

Dear Stan,

I just had a letter from Ez that he had bought for me the cover
at Mercury Stamp Co. that I teld you about, the cover from Japan with the
13- 2¢ 1869s on it for $110,00. I have never seen the cover but just the
photograph. Ezra did however. He will not go into town, he says, until
the Fox sale next Tuesday and unless Mueller sends it by mail he will not
pick it up and mail it to me until he does go in to town. But as soon as
I get it and before I pay off I will send it to you for authentication, you
may be sure. Then if its bad you can send it to £z for me and if good
photograph it if you wish and return it to me with an invoice for the work
on your parte

Marvin Acton, whom you know, bought an old time general collection
this past week. Just a low priced affair. In it was this 1¢ stamp. The seller
thought it a type I, but of course I told Marvin it was not, that I thought
it a proof. He bought on the basis of this being a proof, since he himself
does net even pretend to know the stamp. I think you will agree it is a
proof. But how do you account for the cancellation which looks however
to be genuine? Marvin asked me and I told him I would ask you if I am not
correct in my analysis that it is a proof.

I asked him did he wish me to register it and he said not, that
if a proof it was not worth the cost. So you need not register it on
réturn.

Sincerely,
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p SN H-R-HARMER, Inc. e

HARMERSALE,NEW YORK

PLAZA 3-6481 INTERNATIONAL STAMP AUCTIONEERS
APPRAISALS FOR SALE, 32 EAST 57TH STREET LEADING AUCTIONEERS oF
PROBATE & INSURANCE : RARE POSTAGE STAMPS
== NEW YORK 22,N.Y.
DIRECTORS .
H.R.HARMER B.D. HARMER AUCTIONEERS OF THE
ALSO AT 41 NEW BOND STREET, LONDON, W. I. P RESInERT BOOS e IR CoLLFaTION

F.T.BUCK MARGARET MAHONEY
AND 2b CASTLEREAGH STREET, SYDNEY, AUSTRALIA

ESTABLISHED OVER 50 YEARS

AIR MAIL

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook 2nd
33 N, Ft. Thomas Avenue June
Ft. Thomas, Kentucky 1954

Dear Mr. Ashbrook:

We are enclosing herewith a copy of United States 1851 1c on which we
would like to get your opinion.

It is evidently 6R from Plate I and we would like your opinion as to whether
it is Plate I early or Plate I late.

Your very early attention to this would be appreciated as we require the

stamp back urgently. Naturally if you will be good enough to submit your
bill at the time of returning the stamp, our check will be sent immediately.

With thanks in advance for your cooperation.

Sincerely yours,

H. R. HARMER, INC,

" — Y, P2 S
(_//"M/(} 5 ‘-/'J/Mq

Herbert J, Bloch

HJB:E
Enclosure - Stamp

denl- Stawm P Dacl< WKeburn Mat)
. AR -SPECIAL DELINERY - L Wa s
" 6RIZ A Bhe @ —eur |nh
: ) iy '
At Pottom — No Fee — Nolete—

ALL STAMPjON OU?PF\‘EMISES INSURED AGAINST ALL RISIKS = =+ =« + » EMPLOYEES BONDED
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TELEPHONE
PLAZA 3-6481

APPRAISALS FOR SALE,
PROBATE & INSURANCE

DIRECTORS
H. R.HARMER B.D. HARMER
F.T.BUCK MARGARET MAHONEY

H'-R-HARMER, Inc.

INTERNATIONAL STAMP AUCTIONEERS

32 EAST B7™ STREET
NEW YORK 22,N.Y.

ALSO AT 41 NEW BOND STREET, LONDON, W. |.
AND 2b CASTLEREAGH STREET, SYDNEY, AUSTRALIA

ESTABLISHED OVER 50 YEARS

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook
33 N, Ft., Thomas Avenue
Ft. Thomas, Kentucky

Dear Stan:

CABLES
HARMERSALE,NEW YORK

LEADING AUCTIONEERS oF
RARE POSTAGE STAMPS

AUCTIONEERS OF THE
"PRESIDENT ROOSEVELT " COLLECTION

8th
June
1954

This acknowledges with thanks the return of the item on which we requested

your advice.

I note that you have made no charge for this but would certainly request that in
future you do so, as under the present set-up, we are a little loathe to bother
you with items, whereas if you do make us an appropriate charge (which in
many cases,will be passed on to the vendor anyway) we would feel less un-
comfortable in requesting your advice,

With very best wishes.

BDH:E

Sincerely yours,

H. R. HARMER, INC,

Director/

-

/

ALL STAMPS ON OUR PREMISES INSURED AGAINST ALL RISKS

5=

EMPLOYEES BONDED
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ERSON STAIP @ng INC-:

COL. L, J. HEYMAN. A. U. S, RETIRED
A.P.S.=S, P. A, ETC,

o
POSTAGE STAMPS FOR COLLECTORS

438 SO. 5TH STREET

WABAsSH 9939

LOUISVILLE 2, KENTUCKY

June 7, 1954

Stanley Ashbroock
P.0. Box 31
Fott Thomas, Ky

Dear Stanley,

We have heard that you would be able to travel agaln
soon and wondered if you could possible be our guest speaker at the
Philatelic Club of Louisville on July 8th at 6:30 P.M.? Same arrangemehs
as before; all expenses paid, gladly. Please let us know.

Also, T am enclosing a 1¢ 1857., which appears to be #6.,
Am T right or wrong on this? I enclose return postage and registration

With best regards to you and your family in which my
wife joins,

Sincerely you
La e



