







































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Mr. Bruce C, Daniels,
7 Water S5t. = Room 709,
g Boston, lass.

" Dear Bruce:

Herewith the 30¢ 1860 cover as per yours of
. the 26th. I em plcesed to report that the cover is genu-
- - ine in every respect snd I have signed it as such on the
~ back. You will note that this was a double rate (over
1/2 oz.) by "Prussian Closed Meil," which meant thet it
was sent from New York in sealed bags thru England end .
vie Ostend, Belgium to "Aachen" on the Prussian border
where the bags were opened and the meil distributed by -
Prussian meil, to destinetion. The "14" in the New York
postmark was our credit of 2 x 7¢ to Prussia. This is
quite a desirable item, : .

My fee for the opinion is $5.00

With kindest regards -

)

'~ e Cordially yours,




APR -3 1954



E. R. guil[od, cgfam/u YSA 7= AP v ’/ M
2 Sk, :S‘t‘uet, N. W., (I/Va:»/;ington, i L,

 —\; g ;ég,_/,;/ : C(i@ 4%@&-&’ /Z//
,/Q/YA/\ ,24/%41&4,«— o G Ol —
s /K{ é S ( L [L [aria % ,'\i/;t;/ -{L R
'ﬁmw O“fﬂ/';wﬁrh £n e s S0 CJ[ZLTL}I:/ ,

\J‘




April 2, 1954.

My, E. R. Guilford,
4527 - 49th St. N.¥.,
Weahimton. Do C.

Dear Mr. Guilforad:

Herewith the cover as per yours of the 26th. Of course, this
cover is uncuestionably genuine in every respect but I would hardly call
it & "Double Provisionel Use of U, S. stamps in the Confederacy” but rother
the use of U, 5. stamps in seceded states which had joined the Confederacy.

Up to the 28th of May 1861 all post offices in the seceded states were

still operated by the Washington Government end all the postal officials
were employees of the Federal Government. It must be remembered that at
this period the Federal Government regarded the seceded states as in revolt
against the Federal Union and did not recognize them as independent stotes
or states of a separate government. On the other hand, the seceded states
considered that under the Constitution they hed a perfect legal right to
withdrew from the Union. In doing so, they fully expected that their right
to do so would be recognized and that treaties would be signed between the
two governments. In the meantime, they E%tttod operation of the postal
system thruout the South by the VWashington Yepartment.

In my opinion any real velue inm this cover is the Virginia dste of
May 7, 1861, because on thet date Virginia became a Cornfederate State in her
_ opinion but not in the opinion of the Government of the U.S.

Your idea of value would be juet es good as mine and for that
reason I always decline to express an opinion on values.

Thanks very much for your check.

Sincerely yours,



INCORPORATED

SO5FIFTH AVENUE -NEW YORK 17

57/ vester co/é 7

-
1

March 31, 1954

Stanley B, Ashbrook, Esq.
33 North Fort Thomas Avenue
Fort Thomas

Kentucky

Dear Stan:

COLBY'S The enclosed cover is well pedigreed. You
may recall, Meroni had it, I have a customer that

will buy it, but he wants to be sure it's ok, and I
suggested sending it to you so that you could let us
know its history, etc, Please let me know what the

charges are, In haste, best regards,

Cordially yours,

UNITED STATES STAMPS-COVERS -DEPARTMENTS - REVENUES-ACCESSORIES -AUCTIONS - PHILATELIC LITERATURE-APPRAISALS - DEPARTMENTS-COVERS - UNITED STATES STAMPS



To Sylvester Colby

New York, H.Y,

.Por suthenticating the 12¢ 1851 Bisect cover )
to Kingston, Canada )
)

(Brooklyn May 25, 1852) csns® D00



April 5, 1954,

: Sylvester Colby, Inc.,
. 505 Fifth Ave.,
New York 17, N.,Y.

Dear Sy:

Herewith the 12¢ 1851 Bisect cover as per yours of the 31lst,
-This cover is genuine in every respect and I have authenticated it on the
. back (inside). ’ : L ———

T
¥

e

I have known this cover for many years, in fact, in 1937 (May 27) :
it was in the collection of Dr. Warren L, Babcock of Detroit and he sent it \
to me for my opinion. I made a nhotograph of it at that time and have the

ecord in my files. — ate ¢ $

W—tho_mo—ammn. M.’ter Baboook's doath his oolleo-
tion was sold by laurence % Stryker and this was Lot 227 in tlet sale. At
that time I find thet my opinion was asked regarding tHe cover and I stated
it was unquestionably genuine. In later years it was acquired by Charles F.
Meronl and when his collection was sold by John Fox,this was Lot ;1314 in
the snle on Nov. 13, 1952. It was purchased by Robt. Siegel. I happened to
be present.

I regard this as a fine example of the 12¢ bisect and a very early
use. The letter inside is dated Brooklyn, N.Y. May 25, 1852, The blue folded
letter was not placed in the Brooklyn or New York post offices but mailed
.direct with the mail clerk mg a Hudson River steamboat bound for Troy, N.Y.
It is addressed to Kingstong, mail clerk canceled the stamps. No—deubt—you-

TR i

rough-eppearences The l¢ stamp is from Plate Une Barly end this would be proper
- for & use in May 1852 as stemps from this first plate were the only ones aveilzble
at thet time.

To sum up, everything about this cover is in proper ogder and I have
long considered it quite @ gem, much more desirable than the 12¢ bisects used
{ from San Francisco in August end September of 1853. One more point.. At this :
;\ period the use of halves of a stamp had not been forbidden by the Postmester General.

Sincerely yours,



INCORPORATED

SOSFIFTH AVENUE -NEW YORK 17

s /vesfer co/‘y

April 21, 1954

Stanley B. Ashbrook, Esq.
33 North Fort Thomas Avenue
Fort Thomas

Kentucky

Dear Stan:

COLBY'S Thanks very much for checking the 12¢ Bisect.,
Had to leave in a hurry so just had the check sent off
to you at once so as not to delay.

COLBY'S My client would like to have the letter you
sent to me, However, I feel that since it was in such
a personal vain, that I would rather have it for my
files and sent a copy to him, It seems he would like to
have an original, Would it be too much trouble to

wire another letter covering the smme ground, Please
bill me for any extra charge.

Cordially yours,

SYLVESTFR COLRY, INC.

UNITED STATES STAMPS- COVERS -DEPARTMENTS - REVENUES - ACCESSORIES - AUCTIONS - PHILATELIC LITERATURE-APPRAISALS - DEPARTMENTS-COVERS - UNITED STATES STAMPS



April 28, 1954.

To whom it may concern

Regarding cover with a 12y 1851 Bisect used to Kingston, Canada in May 1852.

I have known this cover for many yesrs, in fact, in 1937 (May 27)
it waes in the collection of Dr. Warren L. Babcock of Detroit and he sent it
to me for my opinion. I mede a photograph of it at thst time and have the
record in my files. After Babcock's death his collection was sold by Laurence
& Stryker and this was Lot 227 in thaet sale. At that time I find that my
opinion was asked regarding the cover and I stated it was unquestionably gen-
uine. In leter years it was acquired by Charles F. Meroni and when his
collection was sold by John Fox, this was lot #1314 in the sale on Nov. 13,
1952. It was purchessed by Hobt. Siegel. I happened to be present.

I regard this as a fine example of the 17¢ bisect and a very early
use. The letter inside is dated Brooklyn, N.Y. lday 25, 1852, The blue folded
letter was not placed in the Brooklyn or New York post offices but mailed
direct with the mail clerk sboard & Hudson River steamboat bound for Troy, N.Y.
It is addressed to Kingston, Canada. The mesil clerk canceled the stamps. The
1¢ stamp is from Plate One Early end this would be proper for & use in May 1852
as stamps from this first plate were the only ones available at thot time.

To sum up, everything about this cover is in proper order and I
have long considered it cuite a gem, much more desirable than the 12y bisects
used from San Frencisco in August snd September of 1853. One more point. At
this period the ucze of halves of a stamp had not been forbidden by the Postmaster

General.
n every msgcti , '

In my opinion this cover is cen

April 28, 1954.
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April 28, 1954,

lir. Sylvester Colby,
505 Fifth Ave.,
New York k7, i.Y.

Dear Sy:

Herewith the memo as requested in

'_vourn of the 2lst. Of course there is no extra

fee.
¥y kindest regards.

Cordial ly yours,




|
B Bl (orhy
s Ayl i

?&»oawaﬂd/&u
124 175 @Wwev éW

(/JME&; 7)% 25 1§52




INCORPORATED

SOSFIFTH AVENUE -NEW YORK 17

57/ vester co/é 7

May 10, 1954

Stanley B, Ashbrfook, Esq.
33 North Fort Thomas Avenue
Fort Thomas

Kentucky

Dear Stan:

COLBY'S Thanks very much for the photograph of the

12¢c Bisect. Best regards.

Cordially ycurs,

LVESTER COLBY, INC.

SC:

UNITED STATES STAMPS- COVERS -DEPARTMENTS - REVENUES - ACCESSORIES-AUCTIONS - PHILATELIC LITERATURE-APPRAISALS -DEPARTMENTS-COVERS - UNITED STATES STAMPS



INCORPORATED

5051"//" THAVENUE -NEW YORK 17

esfer co/éy

April 30, 1954

Stanley B, Ashbrook, Esq.
33 North Fort Thomas Avenue
Fort Thomas

Kentucky

Dear Stan:

COLBY'S Thanks very much for sending the memorandum on
the 12¢ Bisect., Just for your confidential record, the
cover was purchased by me from Siegel, and now is in
the collection of S, M, Arnold, Thanks once more for

sending the memorandum. Best regards.

rdially yours,

ESTER COLBY, INC.

UNITED STATES STAMPS-COVERS -DEPARTMENTS - REVENUES -ACCESSORIES-AUCTIONS - PHILATELIC LIYFETUHI-APPRAISALS'DEPARTNENTS’COVEHS-UNIYID STATES STAMPS



By Sy. Cel by 2 1054~

Leftecl Insicde Dated Brooklvn N.
May 1852 Mailed Direct _Tyo Mol A
Aboard A Hudson River Ma|
Boal. on Bacik I1n Rec KING

U.C. JUN 7 18852 e & 0




Inclosed is a cover with U, S. #58 and #67 tied on by an odd
circle postmark that I do not recall having seen before though the
cover appears to be all right otherwise, 3 Confederate #8's on
which I guestion the cancel, and a pair of Confederate #3 tied
on cover, I would appreciate your examination of these and signature
on the backs of the covers if you feel they are O.,K., I believe the
#3 cover was offered in one of the Harmer auctions of some of the
Souren material and was withdrawn from that sale as being no good,
though at the time having examined the cover I recall wondering as
to the reason. I shall be especially interested in your comments
on it. Advise fee and I shall remit promptly as usual.

With kind regards,

an At

JEM/mm Jack’E. Molesworth



April 5, 1954.

Mr, Jack E, Molesworth,
102 Beacon 5%, ,
Boston 16, Mass.

¢

Dear Jack:
Herewith the four i tems as par yours of the lst.

: Regarding the 15¢ rate to Cemany, with the 10¢ Type I and the
5¢ Buff. This was the dorrect raete by "HAMBURC mail" and the "Hemburg
Mail Steamer" did sail from New York on Nov. 16, 1861l. Steamers of this
Line at that time sailed every other week, whereas the Bremen Line steamers
sailed monthly. The New York postmark read as follows: "N. YORK - PAID -
HAMB, PKT" "16 - NOV - 10," I do not know why there are two types of
cancels on the stamps. Thic seems add. Nevertheless, in my opinion, the
cover is genuine, and I have signed it as such on the back.

Re - the Confederate cover with the pair of 2¢ Green. In my
opinion, this cover is a fake. I believe thé Atlanta postmark is a fake.
Note the queer "T A" of Atlanta. The "JUN" also looks queer. Further, why
4¢? The circular rate was 2¢ up to 3 oz. for the first two years.

Re - the singls 2y Red Brown. There is ot much to go on here
but if this was intended to mutc the Petersburg blm it is a fhlco. g

 Re - the two 2¢ R-d Bmm tied to piece by Richmond, Va. I do
not 1ike to pess on stamps on pieces, or cancels on single stamps unless they
ere very obviously bade I don't like the looks of this Richmond postmark
but I suppose this item could be good.
ps iy fee for the Duff cover is $3.00.
With regards -

Sincerely yours,



” {r. Jack E. Molesworth
&7 102 Beacon Street
§ / BOSTON (16) Mass.




Merch 27, 1954,

To The Postmaster General,
Weshington, D, C,

Dear Sir:

I wish to call sttention to the encloseds I paid the Eastmen
Company the sum of 53¢ forward this to me by Air Meil Special Delivery.
It wes mailed from Rochester, N.Y., marked, “AIR MAIL - UPEC, DEL" onﬂ
March ??h. which was last Wednesday. The time of day is in the Rooh
postmark, This bears the Newport, Ky. postmark of today, Sat h 27th,
9:30 AM, It was delivered to me here at Fort Tbonaa, n Bub=sta of the
Ncwport P,0. at 1:15 PM, this afternoon. "

Such service is nblnlutdy disgusting in lw opinion, Would you be
so kind es to explain to me why it wou 1d require from Wednesday to Saturday
morning to bring this by Air Mail from Rochester, N,Y, to Uincinneti Ohio and :
over to !!owpori. l(y? A oon‘mry ago, & letter would not have rocu‘!.rod more timo.

i suppose a lot of poople thought when they voted out the damn d :
in 1952 thet there would be some improvement in Government service, but it cer=
tainly sppears thet se far es the postal service is concerned it is worse than wer.
I1'1l bet & lot of people have a darn good idea how they are going to vote this

fall and slso in 1956. If we have to have lousy postal service with the publie

be demned and take whet they can get, then as far as 1 am comcernad i think you
better turn the Government back to Prumen and hie fellow nincopoops.

The very damn idea - an Lir Mail Opecial De;ivm piece of mail costing
53¢ from Rochester on Wednesdey being delivered Saturday aftermoon. Why not go
back to stage coach days or better still by Pony Zxpress?

Very truly yours,




Post Office Department
ASSISTANT POSTMASTER GENERAL. <
BUREAU OF ATION In repg;—zg:tg::-ease

Washington 25, B. €.

JCA: A:D:Hl:Su

April 23, 1954

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook
33 N. Ft. Thomas Avenue
Ft. Thomas, Kentucky

Dear Mr. Ashbrook:

The Postmaster General has asked me to reply to your letter
of March 27, 1954, regarding delay in receipt of an air mail
special delivery parcel.

You are entirely correct in protesting this unreasonable
and unwarranted delay. This parcel should have been delivered
to you on March 28, and it is regretted that available records
do not reveal any interruptions in the service which would
account for the delay.

Your interest in the service and your thoughtfulness in
bringing this evident mishandling to the attention of the
Department are sincerely appreciated. The cover of the delayed
parcel will be of material assistance in connection with our
efforts to determine and correct the cause of such failures in
the service.

Sincerely yours,




