
















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































r. Bruce C. Daniels, 
7 ster St . - Room 709, 

Boston, ass. 

Dear Bruce: 

arch 29, 19.54 ... 

Herewith the 30¢ 1860 cover aa per yours of 
the 26th. I em P _Bsed to report that the cover 1~ genu­
ine in every J.es~ct n I have signed it as such on the 
back. You will note that this was a anuble rate lover 
1/2 oz.) by I russ1 n Closed a11," which meant that it 
wes sent from lew lork 1n sealed begs thru En€'land en d 
via Ostend, Belgium to" chen" on the Pruss1an border 
mere the b ga wer open d and the llBi 1 distrt bu ted by 
Prussian moil. to destination. Th "li" 1n the Ne York 
postmark: was our credit of 2 x 7¢ to Prussia. This 1s 
quite a desirable it • 

y fee for the opinion is 5.00 

.1 th kindest regards -

Cordially yours, 

• 

'-. 
• 

.. 



u .. R - 195 

(j~ 

~rm~F ~~ ~ -
-- 31# ~~eR. 





, 
April 2, 1954. 

r. • R. Guilford, 
4,527 - 49th St. 1 ••• 

I shington, D. C. 

De r Mr. Guilford: 

Herewi tb tho cover as per yours of the 26th. Of oouree, thl:J 
cover is unqueotlonabl. g u1n in every Tespect but I ould h rdly oall 
it " "Double Provisional Uae of U. • 3tampn 1n the Confederaoy" l:ut rother 
the use of U. S . stamps in seceded statos which had joined the Confedorocy. 
Up to the 28th of oy 1861 ell po..,t offices in the seoeded stat os v'ere 
still operate by the' a sh1ngton Govemnent end all tl::.a poatel oftic1als 
,ere ployees of the ederal vemment. It t be I'Otl bored toot at 
this period the ederal 0 err.ment rc orded the aeoeded Gtaton aa in revolt 
against the edorol Union end did not rocogr:.1zo them as indepondc.ct stotes 
or states of 0 separnte sovcrncent . On the other hond, the sooeded stotos 
considered th~t under the Constitution they ood u perfect legal rlght to 
wi thdraw from the Un.on. In do ing so , th y fully expocted th t their rlf1,lt 
to do so ould be recognizo und tbllt treaties 10 'ld be Dlgned bet ,een the 
two gO'Jernrnen1os . In the MBsntim I they permitted opel'ot!on of the poatal 
sy tem c;hruout the out h by the oohineton.u art. ont. 

In my opinion OIly real in thi o cOver io the Virginiu dot e ot 
BY 7, 1861, because on th t nte Virginia beoome a Confederate State in hor 

opini<n but not in th op1ni n of tho Gov rn.ent of the U .~. 

,Your ides of value uld bo j~t eo [ood as mine ~d for that 
reason I a1,ays deol1n to cxpreoB on 0 inion on vol uoa. 

'lhar::k very much l' r your chock. 

Sincerely y ur , 



. 
• 

• I 

szlve steT col ty 
INCORPORATED 

505F1FTH AVENUE'NEW YORK 17 

March :31, 1954 

Stanley B. Ashbrook, Esq. 
33 North Fort Thomas Avenue 
Fort Thomas 
Kentucky 

Dear Stan: 

COLBY'S The enclosed cover 1& veIl pedigreed. You 

may recall, Meroni had it. I have a customer that 

viII buy it, but he wants to be sure it's ok, and I 

suggested sending it to you so that you could let us 

know its history, etc. Please let me know what the 

charges are. In haste, best regards. 

Cordially yours, 

SYL~ COLBY, INC. 

UNITED STATES STAMPS' COVERS - DEPARTMENTS- REVENUES-ACCESSO RIES' AUCTIONS - PHILATELIC lIT~RATURE'APPRA ISALS' DEPAR1'MENTS-COVERS' UNITED STATES STAMPS 



To ylv8ster Colb -

6 York, .Y. 

tb 12¢ 1851 B19 ot oover ) 
I 

} • • •• 5.00 . 

- . 



. . 

11vester Oolbl, Ino., 
50; U'th ve ., 

o Yor 17, 1.Y. 

a1' y: 

April ;, 1~54. 

Herewith th 12¢ 1851 Bisect oov r a per yours ot the ,51st • 
. J:hi oover 1 s uine in every epect and I h va aut .entioated 1 t on the 
back (inside). 

I have kno n this cover for many year , in foot , in 19-j7 ( oy 27) 
the coll et10n 0 r. jarren L. ebcook of Detroit ond he 0 nt it 

tor my opin O!l. I m a hoto raph 01' it at that timo and have tho 
I' cord in my 1'11 3. \:nfep~:D·!tc1l" bQV~ Rot boan able tor ina a Quplieat-e 
photo ~Eifit sf the c.se ~~'e at tSkt tina. fter oboock'G eoth his oollec-
tion ~as Bold by Lourenc8 Strrker end thia me Lot 227 in tlEt sale. At 
that tirr'e I find tho t my opin' n m sk d rognro1Dg tHe covar ond I stated 
it ~as unquestion bly g uina. In later 'f< 1'0 1 t " 18CJ cqu1red by Ohorl s • 

ron1 and pen Us collection '" oold by 1000 o~., t .10 1706 Lot ,,1,,14 1n 
the B 1. on ·ov. 13. 19.5. It . G purchased by Rol:ft. ieGol. hapP6lled to 
be present . 

I regal' th1 U 0 fin eXOl'.lple of the 12¢ bisoct and 0 'Vcry oarly 
use. The lett r in 1 1 doted roo~ly, I •• • oy ~5 , 18;". Lha blue tolded 
letter was not pl oed in tho Brooklyn or I YOlk' post officos but ma11ed 
direot with the mail clerk I\~r.d n Hudoon ivor steoI!1boot bwnd ::.or Troy~ N. T. 
It is address d to Kingston':], .die r.101l clerK canOeled tho otrunpo. :to d6~\lt you­
aot ed. the rf'1t:bQr JIg'18h 1mjIpe,u;loo of tb 
~}'I itamp IilS e"r'l as U~· 18,,2 T &ttl't-W'M-t"'l~H:re-~:Ie--!"t~r-.-:I~..L.a.a~iJleJ1; 
~'re 98101&8<1 eo ox1 detj en" aBd \Jhen ill. colO! vms 1 et5tored it cOll3ed tftt"s-
PGug'a 6,~e6reftee. he l~ stanp io from Plat ne Early ond this .oula be proper 
for 8 use in 8Y 1852 as stampn from th1's first plate wore tho only 00.013 ovoUe ble 
at that 'ti • 

To sum up, ev ryth1n about this covor 12 in proper ovder and I h8~ 
long oonsidered 1 t auite a room, muoh more desirable than t 1:8 l2¢ bisects used 
from San Franc1sco in uguot en d C'optanb 0 r lB.5a. One ore point.. At thi. 
period the use ot halVes of a stn:llP d not boen forbidden by tho ost.rm.oter enersl . 

S1~coroly yours. 



sz/vesfer colty' INCORPORATED 

505f1fTH AVENUE-NEW YORK 17 

April 21, 1954 

Stanley B. Ashbrook, Esq. 
33 North Fort Thomas Avenue 
Fort Thomas 
Kentucky 

Dear Stan: 

COLBY'S Thanks very much for cheCking the 12c Bisect. 
Had to leave in a hurry so just had the check sent off 
to you at once so as not to delay. 

COLBY'S My client would like to have the letter you 
sent to me. However, I feel that since it was in such 
a personal vain, that I would rather have it for my 
files and sent a copy to him. It seems he would like 1D 
have an original. Would it be too much trouble to 
wire another letter covering the s .. e ground. Please 
bill me for any extra charge. 

Cordially yours, 

SYLVESTER COLBY, INC. 

By 
SC:am 

UNITED STATES STAMPS- COVERS -DEPARTMENTS - REVEN UES -ACCESSORIES-AUCTIONS - PHILATELIC LITERATURE-APPRAISALS - DEPARTr~ENTS-COVERS - UNITED STATES STAMPS 



April ~8. 19.54. 

To whom it MAY conc",rn 

He a r liM COV r i a l?q. 1851 Bisect uued to r.lngaton . Canada In oy 185? 

I have knmm thl:3 cover for many yaaTa, in faot. in 19~7 ( oy 27) 
it was in the co liection of r. arrcn L. Babcook of Detro.:. t and he Gent it 
to me for MY opinion. 1 mde a photo raph 01' itt thot tino ond hElve the 
roo.ord in my flIes. After Babcook's deeth hls collection wos sold by Lourance 

Stryker and thl s \ s lot 227 in th t s Ie. t that tlr.l I find that my 
opinion ~ as IH>k:ed recording the co\'c!' und I utnted 1 t \'ioa unqueationab1y gen­
uine. In 1 ter years it ~8S acquired. by Ch rlea F. oronl nnd ·.hen his 
collect10n S wold by John Fox, thi. ot..ot 1-1,314 1n tho sole on .t.ov . 13. 
19.5?. It wos purohrsed by .Iobt. 616.,e1. I happened to be preocnt. 

I reeor<i tti s as u fine example of the 1?t biseot ond n very early 
use. 'Ihe lettcr inside 1s doted Brooklyn, H.Y. oy ')5, 18.5? The blue folded 
1 tter \ as not p luced 1 n the Brooklyn or .I m. York po .... 't off! ces but moile d 
direot ith the mail clerk aboard a Hudson River stcamboat bound for Troy, •• Y. 
It is Hdd essed to Kingston, Canada. The nail olerk canceled the stu ps. '"he 
1¢ :3 onp is from Plate One r1y nd thi:. \Iould bo proper for 8 uae in oy 1852 
as tamp' from thi first plnte ~ ero the only ones available at th t t 1me. 

~ 

To sum up, every thine obou t thl, cover is in rroper order and 1 
have long con. idered 1 t q,uite 3 gem, much nore desirable tl on the l?¢ bisects 
used from San Francisoo 1n ugust ond 'eptOO'lbor of 18.53. One noro point. At 
this riod the u::::e of halves of a stonp had not been forbidden by the Postmaster 
General . 

, 
In my opinion this cover 

A ril 28, 1954. 

• 



, 

pril 28, 1954. 

r. ylvester Colby, 
,0.5 11't J1.ve. , 

I .York 7, .Y. 

Dear y: 

Here ith 
ours 01' the 213t~ 

fee. 

hn m mo or requeLtod in 
01' C UTSO tlmre t.~ no ex4-r 

.y kind at r p. rds. 

Cor ia11y yours, 

• 

, 



, 
, 

i f(QN I~""~ -- Y -~ 
1~c{11~1 

~ 
(fJ J~ 

.. 

L . 



sz/vesfer colty' INCORP ORATED 

505f1fTH A VENUE' NEW YORK 17 

May 10, 19t4 

Stanley B. Aahbfook, Esq. 
33 North Fort Thomas Avenue 
Fort Thomas 
Kentucky 

Dear Stan: 

OOL~YtS Thanks very much tor the photograph of the 

l2c !lsect. Best regards. 

Cordially yours, 

INC. 

UNITED STATES STAMPS - COVERS' DEPARTMENTS - REVENUES - ACCUSORIES -AUCTIONS ' PHILATELIC LITERATURE'APPRAISALS'DEPARTMENTS ' COVERS - UNITED STArrs STAMPS 



szlvesler colty 
INCORPORATED 

505flfTH A VENUE· NEW YORK 17 

April 30, 1954 

stanley B. Ashbrook, Esq. 
33 North Fort Thomas Avenue 
Fort Thomas 
Kentucky 

Dear Stan: 

COLBY'S Thanks very much for sending the memorandum on 

the l2c Bisect. Just for your confidential record, the 

cover was purchased by me from Siegel, and nov is in 

the collection of S. M. Arnold. Thanks once more for 

sending the memorandum. Best regards. 

Cordially yours, 

By 
SC:am 

INC. 

UNITED STATES STAMPS- COYERS -DEPARTMENTS - REYENUES -ACCESSORIES-AUCTIONS - PHILATELIC LITr .TURE-APPRAISALS- DEPARTHENTS -COYERS - UNITED STATES STAMPS 



Len-e cI I ns Ide Dared Brool" I y n N ·Y 2. 5 t_h 
Mc21y 1852... MC)lIed Dlrecl- To MC)II ACJenr 
A~o~ r'd A H LId 5<::) n R I "Ie r Mo II S)-e.~ rn 
B02l1-. On BC)c/-<. I n Reel KIN GSTo N 
U .C . uU ('-J ? 1852. . 6ee S . B. 30 - 5('. 



Inclosed is a cover with U. S. #58 and #67 tied on by an odd 
circle postmark that I do not recall having seen before thougn the 
cover appears to be all right otherwise, 3 Confederate #8 's on 
which I question the cancel, and a pair of Confederate #3 tied 
on cover. I would appreciate your examination of these and signature 
on the backs of the covers if you feel they are O.K. I believe the 
#3 cover was offered in one of the Harmer auctions of some of the 
Souren material and was withdrawn from that sale as being no good, 
tnough at the time having examined the cover I recall wondering as 
to the reason. I shall be especially interested in your comments 
on it. Advise fee and I shall remit promptly as usual. 

With kind regards, 

JE1~l/mm J;? ::esworth 



.. 

f 

~r . Jack -. oles ~orth, 
102 Beuc n )t., 

Ooton 16, n s. 

D nr Juck: 
, 

1 prll .5 , 1954 . 

re ~l th tho !bur it. s as pat' yourz 01' th lot . 

. R gardln 
t. This a t 
team I'll dl 

Li at t "1 
sailed monthly. 
1 B. • .. I 16 _ 
cancels on the stamps . 
cover 1s 'enuin .. and 

lO¢ Ty I and t ll!I 
d tho Ham burg 
Stnamors of this 
r n Lfne toamors 

ork post ark re~ d 0 0110 ~o: "N. YO In -
I do not knov why there aro t i/O types of 
oeet:lS aid . ·evertheloss, in my opinion , the 

gnod it on suo on the Lack . 

opinion , 
rote th 
4¢? The 

o - tho Confo or .. to coy r 'i th toh e pai r at 2 ~ Croen. In roy 
thl.., covcr i G a fCiCe. I 'believo tho Atlanta postmark is a fake . 
Q.ueer "'l' I.' at tlontc . The ".TUN 0100 look qu r . urth r, hy 
e lrculor rat e ~ as 2¢ up to 3 oz . fa I' the first t 0 fenrs. 

- the single 2f1 Red Bro\\Il . here i~ 00 t much to go on here 
1.lut if thl.. as intended to 1mlt~te the Petor~ urg blue. it 1s a ... eke . 

Be - the t.1O 2¢ ned )I'O' n tlod to pioc by 
not lit: to pas on cltarnps on niecos, or cancels on s1 
ere very obviou ly b d. I d(Jl't 11ke the loo"s or thl' 
but I suppos this 1 tam could be €;ood . 

1chmond, Va. I do 
,1 stamps unless t OOy 

lchc.ond poa 

1 tee for th f covor is 3.00 • 

• ith regards -

Sincorely yours , 

• 



." 

~. Ja.k E M(11 S I/Of h ;1 102 Beaco/l Str t (I BOST:) ~ (/6) Mas. 

. j r6-0 
> 



'fo The Postmaster c.; en el'a1 , 
Bahington, D. C. 

Dear Sir : 

1arch 27, 19!i4. 

I wish to call ettent!.on to t e enc lObed. 
Compa ny the m of 53¢ :to forward this to m 
It was mailed from Rochester, N.Y. , 

reh ?4th , hieb ~S last dnesday. 
postmurk . .U'is bears the Te port . ",y . po 
9:}O A . • It to delivered to me e at 
Newport •• at 1:1.5 1) • • this afternoon . 

Such service Is ebsolut~lY disgusting in my opinion. lould you be 
ind a s to explain to me '\1 hy it rou ld reauue from .ednesd y to eturday 

morning to bring thi by, lr ail from ochester. N. Y. to OinclnnEti hio and 
over to e~por1;. y? 1 century 8g0 . a letter wou ld not bA 'a re"'u1red more time . 

r suppose a lot 01' peop Le thought wben they voted out the damn de 1:'10 ets 
1n 19!i? that tilere Vi uld be sorre rnprovement in Gov rnnent sel'vice , but it cer-
t lnl appear!> that e' for 8S the tx> tal servic is concerned ·t 1s 'orse tlEn ver. 

'11 be'" 8 lot of eople heve 0. darn ood i co· hoy they ro Olng to vote thl s 
fallond I) 60 in 19!-6. If 'HJ havo totave lousy pootal sc'rvice wit thepublic 
be dOlnned and take , t they cen get, then as l~ar 8S I am concernad 1 think you 
better turn the Government back to lruDfln ond Lis fe low n1ncopoop • 

ory tru your a , 

at' rr i 1 cost ine 
.by t "'0' 



.. ~o~t effitt J9tpartmtnt 
ASSISTANT POSTMASTER GENERAL In replying, please 

refer to: BUREAU OF TRANSPORTATION 

.a~tngton 25. ~. (t. 

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook 
33 N. Ft. Thomas Avenue 
Ft. Thomas. Kentucky 

Dear Mr. Ashbrook: 

JCA: A:D:Hl:Su 

April 23, 1954 

The Postmaster General has asked me to reply to your letter 
of March 27. 1954, regarding delay in receipt of an air mail 
special delivery parcel. 

You are entirely correct in protesting this unreasonable 
and unwarranted delay. This parcel should have been delivered 
to you on March 28, and it is regretted that available records 
do not reveal any interruptions in the service which would 
account for the delay. 

Your interest in the service and your thoughtfulness in 
bringing this evident mishandling to the attention of the 
Department are sincerely appreciated. The cover of the delayed 
parcel will be of material assistance in connection with our 
efforts to determine and correct the cause of such failures in 
the service. 

Sincerely yours, 

Assist 
C. Allen 

ostmaster General 


