








































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































CONFEDERATE CORNER 
By 

Raynor 

Hubbell 
c.S.A. #496 

Recently I handled a most remark­
able Confederate folded letter with 
simply a pair of C.S.A. 10c 1863 
(Scott Confederate No. 11 of the blue 
shade, Type I) with the following 
address: 

Mr. James H. Moody 
Fairfield 
Freestone County 
Texas 

Only the contents of the letter show 
its nature, but the implications of the 
stamps and the letter itself are so 
suggestive and interesting and throw 
so much light on the dramatic story 
involved that the whole letter must be 
quoted. The letter was entrusted to 
this Capt. Lynch on the hazardous 
trip from Richmond to and across the 
Mississippi and posted by him at 
Shreveport, La., when he got there to 
go on in Confederate mails to Mr. 
Moody at Fairfield, Freestone Coun­
ty, Texas. In other words, this is a 
trans-Mississippi piece of mail carried 
personally from Richmond, dated 
October 13, 1863, and somehow he got 
it to Shreveport and got it into the 
Confederate mails there. On this trip 
from Texas the other way, before he 
met this man Thomas, in Reagan's 
office in Richmond, he "swam the 
Mississippi on a mule." I wonder 
how he got across with this letter he 
was carrying on the return trip? All 
kinds of adventures are to be im­
agined. The little folded letter is 
nothing pretentious; nothing to make 
an impressive picture for WEEKLY 
PHILATELIC GOSSIP readers. Simply 
a pair of Confederate stamps, faintly 
postmarked Shreveport. But what a 
story of an undoubtedly rich specula­
tive Southern man, able to talk about 
sending on a hundred thousand or two 
hundred thousand dollars to be used 
in the hazardous of buying 
Texas cotton and getting it .to Mexico 
to be shipped in French or British 
boats to England. 

Those of us who have read the ex­
ploits of the "Alabama" of the Con­
federate Navy know that when the 
Alabama captured and destroyed ships 
they examined the papers of the cap­
tains to determine the owners of the 
cargos and destroyed some of them 
"suspected" of Southern ownership, 
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even if the papers claimed foreign 
ownership. Is not this letter of ex­
treme interest? One point about it 
for consideration is the fact that it 
has twenty cents postage-two Con­
federate ten cent stamps. There is 
only this point that is not quite clear. 
The Confederate postage on a letter 
from Shreveport to this point in Texas 
at the time would have been ten cents. 
Twenty cents in Confederate stamps 
was provided. There might have been 
an enclosure making 20-cents neces­
sary, but there is no intimation of 
that. If the letter had been put into 
the Confederate mail at Richmond to 
make the trans-Mississippi trip, the 
postage would have been 40-cents, but 
the letter would indicate that Captain 
Lynch made the trip carrying the 
letter and posted it when he got to 
Shreveport. The stamps have a faint 
Shreveport postmark. But the letter 
did make the trans-Mississippi trip, 
possibly in a more dramatic way than 
what we would call a trans-Missis­
sippi letter. The letter itself must be 
quoted in full, and it surely throws 
a wonderful light on postal and busi­
ness affairs of the times. 

Richmond Octo 13 / 1863 

Mr. James H. Moody, 
Fairfield 

Freestone County 
Texas. 

Dr. Sir: 
You know I have been residing in 

Danville, Va. with my family for some 
time. I am here on a visit and met at 
Judge Reagan's office this morning 
Captn Lynch, (Frances J. Lynch) 
who takes this letter to you. He tells 
me he is 16 days getting here and says 
that cotton is selling at or near 
Brownsville at 30 to 33 cts. per lb. in 
Gold. Judge Reagan is the Postmas­
ter General from Texas and says 
Captn Lynch is a reliable man and 
can give me all the information I wish. 
Gaptn Lynch says he swam the Missis­
sippi on a mule to bring dispatches. 
He says he could get to go to Texas 
and that there is a great abundance of 
cotton in Texas-that near shipping 
ports it sells high but out in interior 
it is comparatively low. Now I have 
not heard from you for a great while 
although I have written to you several 
times. Have not your letters here 
that I could refer to or the copies of 
those I wrote, they are all in Danville. 
The last letter I got was written I 
think by your brother. It seems to 
me it was almost one year ago. He 
said you were quite sick and had been 
for some time. I remember that the 
last letter I had, whether from you 
or him, you stated in it that you ex­
pected and intended to get my cotton 
to market that is to Brownsville with 
some Mexican expedition. Now I feel 

perfectly satisfied that you have done 
what you considered was best for my 
interest, still I am anxious to know 
whether you have sold it for gold 
which I hope you have done or wheth­
er you shipped it or whether you have 
it still in Freestone County. You 
know my greatest wish was to get it 
to John J. Gillist & Co., Liverpool in 
English or French ships and I had 
supposed if you could get it down to 
Brownsville you could then ship it 
from Mattamoras in English or 
French Bottoms and it would be safe. 
I hope the one or the other is done. 
You know if you have rec'd my letters 
that I have been anxious to get 
manuf. tobo. to you. I am still anxious 
to do so if it could possibly be done. 
Captn Lynch says if he was not in 
Service he could get it across to Texas. 
Now if you could or in connexion with 
him arrange to receive it on this side 
of the Mississippi at some point 
named I think I could get it to you. 
Still I think in the present state of 
things it would be a hasardous busi­
ness. If this can't be done still I 
should like to get 100 or $200,000 to 
you and have it laid out in cotton and 
get it out at Mattamoras. There are 
persons constantly coming over from 
Texas and I wonder I have not rec'd 
a letter or letters from you. 

If I could find a man I could trust 
to go directly over to you I should 
send him with money for you to 
operate for me. We are selling good 
and fine Tobo. here now at from $3 
to $4 and some higher-I sold a short 
time since 5 HHDS of Leaf Tobo., 
not manuf'd but in hogsheads as the 
planters put it up at an average of 
$4.27 per lb. One of them sold at 
$6.05 per lb., that, is $6,000 for 1,000 
lbs. of leaf tobo. It was very fine 
but it was the highest price that leaf 
ever was sold at before. If you can 
chalk out any plan by which I can 
get the tobo. to you or can get money 
to you to operate for me, please let 
me know just as soon as you can and 
I will carry it out. I have just rec'd 
a letter from O. Tate of Lynchburg 
formerly but who has been living a 
long time in N. O. in Tobo. business. 
He wishes me to put in a large amt 
of money and let him go by way of 
Nassau to Mattamoras and buy cotton 
largely and ship to Europe. I prefer 
entrusting all my interests in Texas 
to you. 

I hope to hear from you. 
Yours very truly 

J ames Thomas 
Captn Lynch says if you will write 

to me and send the letter to him as 
follows 

Capt Frans. J. Lynch 
Shreveport, La. 

and also a copy of it in another enve-
lope to him at Houston he 
will it and forward to me. 
(Where blank spaces occur the letter 
is badly stained.) 

J. T. Jr. 

Weekly Philatelic Gossip 



The stamps will be released for sale 
on June 1, 1954.-Cou1·tesy of Crown 
Agents Stamp Bulletin. 

LEBANON - Date of issue April 
23, 1954. Identification of issue. Of­
ficial opening of Beirut International 
Airport. Ceremonies headed by H. E. 
Camille Chamoun, President of the 
Lebanese Republic inaugurated ultra­
modern airport buildings of Near 
East's largest and most up-to-date 
airport in Beirut suburb of Khalde, 
serving 29 major airlines, with 62 
flight movements daily, 22,000 passen­
gers monthly. 

Khalde Airport Scene, 10 pi. dark 
rose and carmine. 

Khalde Airport Scene, 25 pi. dark 
blue and blue grey. 

Khalde Airport Scene, 35 pi. dark 
brown and yellow brown. 

Khalde Airport Scene, 65 pi. grey 
green and olive green. 

REMARKS: Plus an additional 1,000 
presentation sets and 500 imperforate 
ones. Stamps are horizontal rec­
tangles 24x40 mm. in size and are per­
forated 11%. 

Designed by P. Koroleff, printed by 
the Catholic Press. - Courtesy of 
Baroody Stamp Co., Ltd. 

SYRIA-Date of issue: due in May, 
1954. Identification of issue: New 
definitive · regular and air showing 
symbolic bases of the Syrian people 
and country. 
(Regular) : 

Allegory representing labor (in­
scribed "Wealth is the result of 
work"), 1 pi., 2% pi. and 5 pi. Syrian 
family group (Inscribed "The family 
is the basis of the nation"), 7% pi., 
10 pi., and 12% pi. Symbols of in­
dustrial progress, 20 pi., 25 pi., and 
50 pi. Post Telegraph and Telephone 
Building at Hama with new P. O. 
Insignia, 5 pi., 10 pi., and 15 pi. 

(Air) : 
University of Syria (Inscribed 

"Our reliance for the future"), 30 pi., 
35 pi., 40 pi., 50 pi., and 70 pi. Colors 
of stamps not yet available.-Cou1·­
tesy of Baroody Stamp Co., Ltd. 

VATICAN CITY - According to 
Vittorio Lo Bianco, Inc., of New York, 
the forecast new issue for the "Anno 
Mariano" has been delayed and will 
not be out before June. 

For May, instead, is in program the 
issue of a set to mark the canoniza­
tion of Pope Pius X. No details about 
the number of values, face and designs 
are available as yet. Pope Pius X 
was honored in 1951 with a set of four 
values to commemorate his Beatifica­
tion. 

A complete set of the imperforate 
U. S. Columbian issue in pairs are in 
the B. K. Miller collection. This col­
lection has long been housed in the 
New York Public Library. 

for June 5,1954 

Nyasaland Booklets 
2/-6d & 5/ -

Both $2.85 
FRANK B. JANCOWSKI 

3588 Frederick St., Detroit 11, Mich. 

JAPAN MINT SHEETS 
#448a Trad& Fair impert sheet ot 20 
#456 Youth impert sheet ot l() 

BOTH: $1.25 
WARD R. CHAPIN 

9130 Winthrop Avenue. Detroit 28. Michigan 

YOUR CHANCE! 
If YOU don't receive Long's Mall Auctton Catalols 
regularly you may be missing a tine chance to 
buy tnteresting and unusual stamps and coven at 
your own price. Send a 1>08tai card today wd 
ask tor your FREE copy of the current Salel 

SUBJECT MATTER OF PHILATELY 
A Checklist of Stamp Deslgns-92-page book by 

Phebe BOOlh-$1. 00. Supplemcnt-$1. 00. 
THE GOSSIP PRINTERY. Holton, Kansas 

Give The Ideal Gift 
The famous "PeIUIY Black" 
First Postage Stamp Jewelry 

Cuff Links Sterling- silveL __ $8.00 
Tie bar, Sterling silver _____ 8.00 
Key Chain, Sterling' silver __ 8.00 
Eal'l'ings, Sterling silver ____ 8.00 

Please add 10% Federal Tax to 
the above price. 

"Encased in handsome jewelry bag 
of suede. Place your order today. 

C. D. B.·owe.·, J ••. 
P. O. Box 57 

STURGEON BAY, WISCONSIN 

APPROVALS~ 
FINE STAMPS- PROMPT SERVICE 

LOW PRICES 
H you are tired or getting "standardized" or 
Qrac t.ory-bullt" Approva.ls and would like 
something better at no higher prices .• end ror 
ours and notice the dltterence. 

SWRLEY JASON Inc 
505 5th Avenue Now York 17 N Y 

80c U.S. AIR C46 ____ ___ $ .45 

A. F. SIMIONESCU, Hackensack, N. J. 

ALCOVA CIGARS 
1. Hand Made-6'4," Long 
2. All Long Havana Tobacco 
3. Light Havana Wrappers 
4. Mild-Cellophane Wrapped 
5. A real 30c value-SPECIAL 

$7.00 per box of 50, postpaid. 
GEORGE RITTER 

Box 8155 Tampa 4, Florida 

Super 
SUPER BARGAIN in 

COLLECTIONS 
of all countries. Today you have the 
opportunity to purchase some of our fine, 
high standard collections at the lowest 

price on the market. 
2,000 W. Wid. $ 2.75 
5,000 As'tmcnt 8.95 

10,000 All DlfL 32.7. 
ID,OOO ~{td. in 

Books ___ 35.~. 
20,000 in 20 

Books ___ 119.75 
800 Argentina Vi.95 

1,00() Argentina. 35.95 
250 Belg. CoL 8.45 

2,000 BrIt.. CoL 21.85 
1,500 China 

Mld. ____ 1().45 
300 Congo BeL 21. 88 
200 Curacao _ 17.45 
400 Dutch Ind. 

& Indon._ 8.00 
300 Denmark_ 3.85 
400 Egypt. 

(Scarce) _ 21.95 
800 France 

Mtd. ____ 13.75 
2,000 Fr. Col. _ 18.45 
1.500 Greater 

Germany _ 6.35 
20{) German 

ColonIes _ 21.95 
500- Greece __ 9.95 
250 Haiti ___ 16.75 
150 Iceland __ 6.75 

New Line in 
'1'ol>icals: 

75 Israel ___ $ 5.45 
1,000 Italy ____ 15.~5 
1,000 .. & CoL 9.75 

500 Jugoslavia 5.95 
2,000 L. Amer._ 15.95 
3,000 L. Amer._ 37.50 

150 Lat.via __ 4.~;J 
125 Liecht.enst. 5.90 
200 Lithuania _7.95 
300 Luxemb'g_ 6.95 
150 :Me-naco __ 3.45 

1,000 Netherl. 
& Col. ___ 16.45 

200 Panama _ 13.7;) 
400 Paraguay .... 9.80 
200 Philippines 8.25 
400 Poland __ 4.15 

1,000 Port. Col. 16.45 
1, 000 Rumanla_ 13.95 

500 Russia _ _ 0.4.3 
200 Saar ___ 7.45 
300 San ~Iarillo 7.40 
400 Spain ___ 3.35 
150 Surinam _ 9.85 
300 Switzerland 3.65 

] 00 fIl:rS!~ __ 3.69 
150 Trieste _ 9.45 
400 Uruguay _ 6.45 
200 U.S. Com. 2.95 
150 Vatican __ 6.90 
300 Venezuela_ 9.05 

100 Animals or Birds, each _____________ 1.25 
100 Uorses or Flowers, each _____________ 1.35 

Direct ImllOrt.er. No extra expenses, we maH any-
thing free in U. S. 
Sorry no approvals. 

ARK l'OR FRF:E COLLECTIONS PRICE LIS1'. 

Stamp Store DENA 760 Market Street 
San Francisco 2, Calif. 

NETHERLANDS - USED 
All the following beautif.ul Semi-Postal sets are priced at ONE-THIRD of Catalo!l'ue­
OR LESS. 
Bl/3 _________ $ .10 
B4/5 _________ 1.15 
B6/8 _________ .30 
B9/ 11 ______ __ .30 
B12/ 15 _______ .50 
B16/20 _______ .80 
B2l/24 _______ .35 

B37/40 _______ $ .35 
B4l/43 _______ .50 
B44/47 _______ .45 
B48/49 _______ 1.10 
B50/53 _______ 1.00 
B54/ 57 _______ 1.50 
B58/61 _______ .80 

B70/71 _______ $ .20 
B72 __________ .05 
B73/76 _______ .80 
B77/80 _______ .50 
B81 __________ .25 
B82/ 85 _______ .40 
B86/ 89 ______ .35 

B9 /102 ______ $ .25 
Bl03/107 _____ .25 
BI08/12 ______ .20 
B113/17 ______ .30 
B118/ 22 ______ .25 
B123/27 ______ .20 
B128 _________ .10 

B25/32 _______ 1.20 
B33/36 _______ Al5 

B62/ 65 _______ 1.00 
B66/ 69 _______ .80 

B90/ 93 _______ .20 
B94/ 97 ____ . __ .25 

B129/33 ______ .15 
B134/ 38 ______ .10 

All stamps in very fine condition. Money refunded if not completely satisfied. Kindly 
send your want-list for Austria, Belgium, Danzig, Germany, Liechtenstein, Luxembourg, 
Memel, Switzerland, Saar. 

HELMUT STUEMPEL 
85·21 168tb Street Jamaica, L. I., N. Y. 
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STANLEY B. ASHBROOK 
P. O. Box 31 

FORT THOMAS, «Y. 
Jan. 18, 19.54. 

r. u1dney A. Hessol , 
Nettleton Hollov, 

, sh11 ton f Conn. 

ear r.l essel ; 

• 
ours OJ the 7th rocei ved and I thank you v TY muoh 

fOT y ur kind offer to loan r.1e for reco rdi th items ontionEld. 
enn bsur. you ,hut I \ ill bel pleased to flee t1l811l. 

I have a f1 int rocoll etion th t ~ r. flC1 ride \'rota 
ma that he had suggested to you illfl t I ould be in terestad in 

a ng samo ConfedorAte ite a, but r evidontly heard no mere. 

len h rdly jrnngine "ElI" concal d c; early no 
:"..;;;.::;.....;.~....:::..;.;..;;:..:::;.aB fAel quite positive tha,t th • temp HIS not 

prll of 1863. 

I a - the ama Lino of 5,-- lB6.2. I bolievo th t 
you loaned t hi ' COver to me some YOArs ago ood I mnde a photograph 
of it, ElO it 'till not be neoessary to sand it, uut I v.ould like 
to s the "TJIT I 0" d the other covor .. 

'in than s vary much. 

uine roly YCUJ'(;, 



SIDNEY A. HESSEL 
NETTLETON HOLLOW 

WASHINGTON. CONN. 
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Feb. 1 , 1~!i4 . 

r . idney • aSG 1 , 
t • 1 , 

as inrton, Conn . 

0, r r . Hc~s 1: 

honks very much for your k1ndnesv 1n cend in mo the 
t·,o Conred rate covers hieh I am returnin{ herowith . 

Ro ordi • the II By.no pon 11>le chence '0 Id t11s 
u e have be n in }ebruery 186~, in spite of ,ho r ct the yo r 
10ee looka like 1863. lhis u e ~8S undoubtedly 1864 becau e 
the doy lOFO 1 2911 not 28 , henco 0 leop yo r and 1864 . he 
color 1:> extr moly p 1e and not 11k the enrly II llky BlueH 5h do . 

Th ro don't seom to be any ppt'lr nt exnlen tion 'or the 
14¢ to on the oth r cover. If there l\US onl no' ¢ at np and 
a lO¢ st<JllP 'r.e could the ri7e that ~ ~¢ at ut on first to 

y the printed clroulox rote nd i tar the reaaurer 0 the 
a'side oIlle· ddod mO ... 08 e in uDcr1pt, thus r pu1ring 

f1r t - cl rotc of lO¢. But the ruostion arises - y 4 1n th 
ir t pI ceo Thlf> .as ept.ember 1864 ond tho end 01' tho Lent Gauno 
00 d ,in n r. ?¢ po to '0 tamp h d J.t t1e 11' ny 1u t 

th't time, so I don't oop o~o it . do much dU'1'erenca hather a 
p ·rson u ad tl'K) or oro where only ono w s r) u1red by 1 ~ • 

It 't.BS nice to seo theso til 1 tems no.1. appreoiete your 
kindnoSD .. 

1nccrely yo r , 
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J\.1fJ.,;5i. 
,;5i.1fJ.J\­
QJ:·QJ:·;N·l· 

Dear Stan, 

3Jark f. !lnlr!llUnt"t~ 
Phil",d;elic DealeT' and BT'okeT' 

102 ~caroll ~trcct 

llioston 16. 2ffilassarfrusctts 

1-3C-54 

QJ:.,;5i.J\. 
J\.~.J\. 

tJiI·~·!'-·1fJ·~· 

Ecnlosed is what the last Barr auction called a 3¢ Pink. 
It didn't look like a real pink to me so I sent it to Usticke for 
an opinion to see what he would say and he said "Yes, a genuine Pink", 
but Barr is his subsidiary so guess that could be expected. However, 
would appreciate your comment on it anyway. 

Also enclosed(spelled it right the second time) is a copy 
of my lawyer's legal opinion on the "offsetting" auction practice 
which the ASDA lawyer had examined and rendered an adverse opinion. 
After reading my lawyer's letter and receiving Graham's reply to him, 
it appears that he rendered the opinion more to pl~ase someone more 
influential in the ASDA than I rather than as an unbiased examination 
of ~he law on the subject. The reply from him was rather weak and 
claimed practice still illegal since I had "corrupt intent and fraud­
ulent purpose" something that contradists comments in his first letl:r 
indicating that he was sure I would not have used the practice had I 
known it was illegal per se and therefore unethical, etc. It will be 
interesting to see what they do now. 

~lease return the enclosed copy when you are thru perusing 
it. MacBride has a copy, tho o.k. for you to show or wend it to anyone 
if you feel it appropriate and in my best intereis. 

With kind regards, 



Fonn 38l. 7 
Rev. 9-37 

~ost €Ji)ffice 1Department 
F.eceived from: Sf NLI:Y ASHB~O 

P. O. Box 31 
------------------------~- .--, ~-.:p 

One piece of ordmary mail addressed 
to ______________ _ 

_______ , ______________ ~Q.. ___ _'_2L ___ _<L21--A.fa.£L---------________________ . __ 
THIS RECEIPT DOES NOT PROVIDE FOR INDEMNIFICATION 

u, s. oonRNIl-mr PR(NTiNa Elmo_ 6-10325 POSTMASTER. 



,!'. J"ack: E. Molesworth, 
102 Beacon at .• 

Boston 16 , Mass. 

Denr J"ack: 

Ji'eb. 1, 19.54. 

Hore' i th the 31 1861 ss por yours of t he 30th. 
To idcntify SM.G m ttaching herewith a tracing of the 
cancolotion o 

Thi8 stDmn is not tho S.H.<'. ,64, the ink. It 
is whnt J. call on oarl'r 1861 Oc-o, by 80'1e called e "neer 
Pink," or 8 ,!,)81e pinkish ro se. Copie s of' tho 3 ¢ re 80m _ 

tIme sOld as the ~.U. • 64 comm ricol ~irtl'. bu~ 'his 
stemp hos SO little pink in the .;int I !'lou t i . it coul 
be put unaor any b4 cln sit'le tion. 

inc rely yours, 



~~01T"'~",,,~ 
ox .J. 

22, 1954 sa .' 

~ 
January 

Stan; 

I have to go to New York today and the 10c l847s will be 
returned early next week. No express service here on Saturdays. 

The stamp #126 (on cover) is from the same position as stamp 
#102. John has made a partial identificatimn which indicates 
both copies are from an earlier state of the plate than are any 
prints we have. He is making another check. / 

Stamp #121 (on cover) is also giving trouble. I do not recall 
having seen this cover, or any similar. New York to Portland 
with red N.YORK - U.S. Express Mail - June 1849 - and the stamp 
cancelled with a blue gr ide Where? At Norwich or on the Norwich 
& Worcester R.R.? Neither seems probable. 

Two boat trains left Boston each afternoon (except Sundays). 
One connected with the Stonington boat for New York by way of 
Provilience; the other went via Worcester and Norwich to connect 
with the Norwich boat for New York. Eastbound boats left New 
York in the afternoon and connected with the t "o trains which 
arr.i ved in Bo s ton the next morning. 

ItluC'h of the time the U.S. Express Mail service was on the 
Providence route and the Stonington boats, and the Worcester­
Norwich route was an alternate, always available but less fre­
quently used. Just how fequently it was used has no~ been de­
termined to my knowledge. 

There was Route Agent service on the Worcester & Nashua R.R. 
as early as 1849, but no R.A. or R.P.O. service from Nashua to 
Portland antil much later. Therefore the letter went to Port­
land via Stonington boat, Providence and Boston, or via Norwich 
boat, Worcester and Boston, and the blue grid was applied either 
on arrival at Portland, or en route. So far as I recall Boston, 
Providence and Worcester did not use blue grids. 

The possibilities seem limited to what happened after the 
letter was taken off a Long Island Sound ~oat and before it 
reached Providence or Worcester, or after it arrived at Port­
land. Except the latter possibility, the only us e of blue for 
pmk and/or grid is on the Norwich & Worcester Rail~5~a. 

My greatgrandfather may have received such a letter addressed 
to him at Webster t Mass., but I would reckon the chance of an 
184'7 stamp not belng cancelled by the U.S. Express Mail Agent on 
any letter that went via the N.& W.R.R. as being hardly a thous­
and to one. 



i 

t 

r. IJ hilip G. Rust, 
Route .5, 

Jan. 2a, 1954. 

Thor.o svi 11e, Goo rgia. 

Dear Mr. Rust: 

Herewith Lot ,7 which c eme in from. erry lAte 
yesterday afternoon (.ednesday) . I quote from hin letter 
dated Jan. 25th as follows: 

"Lot 7,7 of the 10c 184 1s starts back t.o you by 
express collect at $2,200 today. 

121 .122 1/1?3 
56L 4?,43R 88 ,89L 

11 13.5 
86n 

129 
22R 

,f130 
6R 

tr 124 
34L 

Ii 131 
68L 

I 138 
58R 

'---

ff125 
.55R 

rr132 
471. 

,139 
27R 

*"126 ,L 
tr 133 

7 &: 171. 

(,-140 
17R 

'/r 127 
l.5R 

if134 
82R 

Apparently strun s ,·102 and 126 ore from nn earlier 
state of position 5L than other copies ~'e have seen. At loost 
they seem to fit b ,tter there than anywhere else. 

Stamps ,121 end 124 . gree witt. the posttions stated 
Quite well; t. 131 and" 138 lesa so, but bettor rrEtche ,"v ere not found 
and th, 'p is a pood chance tbey ore correct. Posi the Identification 
of the other items. The fae is $38.33. " 

I note that he nJ thinks that lO? 1s "1robably 5L And that 1 t is ap ­
parently the same as n 126. I checked these two and he seems to be 
correct - do you not agree? Hov;ever , both seem different from 38 
which he plated as 51.. and uite correct. I checked his 121-124-131 
and 138 carefully nnd 1 hact no reason to (1uestic-n these positions. I 
wonder~d about. 132. lie plated this as 47L but I wesn't so sure. You 
mi .... ht bear this in nind e I was also a bit pU7zled about Ii 134. ~hnt 

do you think? ~lso Ill'?7? 

I note th8t this lot sOGsibEted of a total of ?3 with the 
seOl'e as follows: 

New positions 12 
Dupl1cates..ll 

23 



2. :r. Philip G. Rust - J"an. 28 , 1954 . 

I believe your total r-lO far if! as follows: 

Plated positions left ane 48 
~ " right n --21 

Total 105 

fhiG is certainly a very h' e: averafle. 'y fi[Urfls may not. he 
absolutely correct an they Are flnm a memorandum. 

r have not md any ord whatsoever from Kellehor . 

Rerarding Cover /] 121 - This 
1849 end the postmark is that r£ the "~J~.-.;;...=..-;=;..;;.;.;;=~=.;..; 
I. YORK . " Never b fore hAve I :;ean a U. oJ . Express Jail cover 

wi th a stamp tied by a blue p,rid , therefore , I question v.hether 
" thi..s Gtamp originated on this cover. I believA tll3t it is 

oossib1 e that this cover had a 10¢ stamp thBt wos pencanc eled and some faker 
( removed it and substituted this copy with a blue grid . It was over 

300 mires by ,the mail roote from New York Via Bost(')n to Portland so a 
10¢ rate was required. I inauired of PerrY if ho had evor seen suoh 
a cover as this and his re ly was no . 

d th best of wishes -

Cordi lly Y0;l rs • 



January 29, 1954 

stan; 

Check $38.33 received and thanks for your promptness. I have 
very few 10c 1847s but shall submit any I think may measure up. 

I suspected something might be wrong with the blue grid on the 
U. S. Express J\.iIail cover from New York to Portland, but saw no def­
inite evidence and am not inclined to condemn anyt~~ng merely be­
cause it does not happen to agree with my information. 

The rate could not have been less than 10 cents. By rail it is 
240 miles from New York to Boston via New London & Worcester, 232 
miles via New Haven.t. Springfield and Worcester, about 220 via .\ 
Providence (Shore L}ne) , and the shortest route (the !fAir-line) 
via New Haven, Middletown, Willimantic and Blackstone is 212 miles. 
Through trains on the last started in the 1870s~s I recall • 

New York to Portland via "State of Maine" express through Wor­
cester, Nas~ua and Dover is 343 miles - eight miles longer than via 
Shore Line thru Boston. Boston to Portland is 115 miles via the 
old Boston & Maine line thru Haverhill and Dover, and three miles 
shorter via the old Eastern R.R. thru Salem. The last two lines 
used the same tracks from North Berwick,to Portland - 37 miles. 
There is not, and never has been, a,i mail route from New York to 
Portland as short as 300 miles, except today by airplane,(possibly). 

1\10st of the U. S. Express Mail covers I have seen do not seem 
open to question, but I have seen a few that did not agree with any 
information I had, and yet seemed quite authentic. Perhaps they 
were put on the wrong Sound steamer in New~York. 



~J{)~td cvvt ~ ~cL by. 
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.'1" 

11'. 1 Areel Levy , 

8 TIue Lagorde , 

Pari s , 1'rance. 

Dear Mr. Levy: 

Jan . 28 . 1954 • 

ill acknm'Jledee receipt of yours of Jan. 15th 

\11th the lit 18.57 , '£ype IV cover - 51t rate - from Charleston , S. C. 

on Jan . 8, 18.58 to Nantes, France . A Garnier cover . 51t payment 

Dot recogni zed and rated as entirely unpaid. I will dis pose of 

it for you and report later . No doobt Y0U wish me to remit to 

Dr. Polland . 

With evory good wish . 

Cordially yours , 



'Jan. 28,19.54. 

Mr. ~orrls }tortgang, 
114 Bast 84 th ut. , 

Ne York 28, N.Y. 

Dear Morris: 

Both of your letters received and I will vll"ite later. I an 
tryine to eat my F'ebruary Service Issue ' out and this (lne is !"fIU'flr lorge 
and quite a bit of photo work. 

Here is quite a valuable covHr, a Jl3i1' C)f 1¢ 18.57 - Type IV 
on CO'Ter. You will note this was from Chl3l"laston. S . C. during the Treaty 
period - January iF.58 . The se..nder l'orwarded it with a payment of .5¢ and 
boston let it go thru that way_ They should hfNe roted it as entirely 
unpaid ... ith '3 Q¢ due in lirance and a dobit to the French P.O. of 2 x 3¢ or 
6¢. Britain a4?o rated it as a .5¢ U.S. rate trot was of the period Jan. 1, 
18.57 to April 1, 1857 - But when'it got to Jirance it as rated under the 
Troatyes "entirely unJ!lid" vo;lth 2 rotas of 8 , decim9s due or 16 decimes 
(about 30¢ U.S.). This 1s really most unusual as the IlBrking "G.B. IF 600'·, 
should not have been applied to any letter from the U.S. to F'rence Via G.B. 
after March 31, 18.57. The U.S.-French lreaty went into effect on Anril 
18.57. I am asking 6.5.00 for this most unusual cOler. If rot interested 
will you please send it to Mort as he m1Eht like to have it. 

I may use thig 1n my March 1st Service. 

V'1th best wishes -

Cord.ially yours. 



}i'ab. 3 , 1~54 • 

. r. -"reel Levy, 
8 Rue La(.llrde, 

Pari s , 1 ranee 0 

Dear ,r. Levy : 

Referrillf tc yours of t1:e 15th end the cover you 
enclo~ed. I have Dold tte cover ('6.5 . 00 , less 'lou1- or $.52 . 00 
net to you . Should I 1b rward check to our mutual friend 
Dr. Folland? I ~'ill hold ,,8me pending instructions . 

idth kina est rognrds 

Cordially yours , 



Nt . St~ 13. M~!lu,o/c, 

33 /Y. Ft. T,{d1/Vtw Avt. 

Fo tL 71.o-vvtcw . fry. 

()o.S.a. 



BAC/<:.-5c!('o~erTD I'JClnle5-PCl/r 14 57-IT 
I-ROf'1 Ct-\ARt....eSTON S.C ·.JAN 8-57 



TREAT Y PERIOD. CHAR L E.5TON) 5. C.<.JAN.8t;-!" \858 
On Bc-,CK BOSTON BR. PI'<T 13.jA N. '5e.(vved,.,Gsd~).) 
lOi~ DON ):JA 25-58 - PA R1S, 2. ~ JAN . .58. NANTE5, 27 JAN. 
PQI r let: 1857 TXpe TIl. 27L l 2C3 L l. By CUNA R 0 
'NIAQARA",) 54 PA'(DlsR'EGAROE.D - ooua LE' 
RATE OF 2.xe \)e(tme.s OWE AT Nanre.5. 



PRESCOTT HOLDEN THORP 

NETCONG , NEW JERSEY 

sept 3, 1953 

Dear Pta .... ley; 

WeIll thank you for all of those 
nice things you have to say about me in both your 
letter and your lISpecial Service . !! I am very 
pleased, of course, al though quite probably much 
of this high praise is quite underserved. ctua~ly, 
stanley, I have never claimed. to be an authority 
on anything, and I'm probably not much of a "student ll • 

Just ha pens that I have an inquiring mental apparatus 
and little things I've read here and there clutter up 
my bnnin until suddenly, something hL.ppens to put 
some meaning into them and help me arrange a sylogism . 

Very often such "if this be so, then 
that must follow which proves such and suchl! stringing 
together of isol~ted facts or theories gets me into 
plenty of trouble. Trouble is always to keep out of 
ones mind a desired conclusion. 

However, my article in EDJ stirred. up 
auite a bit of interest (which, of course it was 
intended to do) and among other things i was invited 
to c nsider for ~ moment all of the thousands of 
enve£opes I have seen and recall if there liiaere even 
as much as one percent of the total showing usage 
of express companies . 

That question rang a bell and started me 
searching both memory and references with the 
following rather interesting, even startling, I thi~, 
resul ts. 

First how many envelopes were i ssued 
each year by Nesbitt. In the Postal Gazette 0uackenbush 
quotes some interesting figures as published in the !!PosT" 
(I don't know what "IPosti! but I assume the New York Dost) • 
• 

This indicated that Nesbittx output in (1860) 
had declined sharoley bec<:...use of the war . ~'hereas prior 
to the advet of the war his output woulQ have run about 
thirty million the Viar h5.Cl cut it Qovm to arOlIDa 28 million. 

The IJe~bi tt fl rm h<;"Q estimated its ovm output 
a t n::)2 Or 33 million!! per year . 

Kee p your friends, both new and old - the first a re silver, the last are gold. 



PRESCOTT HOLDEN THORP 

NETCONG. NEW JERSEY 

Now it is safe to assume th~t by 1863 Jesbitts 
out~ut of envelopes would have been curt~iled even 
more by the war so, preha~s, the annu~l proQuction 
in 1863 might have been ar011I1Q ;~5 million . 

Quoting from Bertholds Hanabook of the 1 Tell s 
Fargo franks, 'Ie learn th ... ,t in 1863 veIls Fa.rgo 
alone were purchasing (in 1865) over two ~illion 
stamped envelopes and, of course, a. t thLs tir,le 
there were prehaps two hundred ,~xpress Companies also 
using envelopes. Thus, prehaps, the express companies 
were using ssome several million of the ~5 million 
envelopes being produced . 

But this is not all . Of all of the early Nesbitts 
I h~e seen ( prenaps ten or fifteen thousand) it 
OCCLrs th~t prehaps as much ~s one-half of them, or even 
more, had been carried outside of the r.:Jails on r"ississiPDi 
river packets. This woule be evident, not from cancellations 
but from Din holes in the envelopes inuicating they had 
been pinned to waybills or consignments or something 
of th:::..t nboture. The !'litf'~ll in this sort of reasoning 
is tha1 most ull of the Nesbitts in quantity I have seen -
or anyone else .Lor th<.,t rrwtter - woulu h:::..ve been from 
the Carroll Hoy find. 

However , I think it fairly obvious th-...t the usage of 
Nesbitt envelopes "outsice of the mail vms a fur 
greater porportion of the tot~l m~nufactured than at 
first would seem eviuent. O_fh~nd estim~tes of 
as little as one percent seem at first logical for 
express comp::my us~"'ge. C:::refull investigation vvould 
indicate - to me th~t as much ~s fifty percent, 
prehaps more, woulu be nearer the truth for carriage 
"outside of the mails . 

Someday, someone, is going to DrOCtUCe J. study of 
all sides of the philatelic gem. Presently the subject 
has been seggregated . Great studies of adhesives, 
further studies of "les ce.n Frbonks, much argument 
about enveloues. These tlire things are mnmnmnmnm but 
facets of a single jewel. "P.ach of us in h..l.S oVin field 
(and. I do not exclued myself) sees his mm facet and 
only dimly precieves the other. 

The older I grow the more cautious I become . Black 
is never black, white is never white . But I uo believe 

Keep your friends. both new and old - the first are silver. the last are gold. 



PRESCOTT HOLDEN THORP 

NETCONG, NEW JERSEY 

'Ie may h: ve put to rest the arguments about rfhy envelopes 
were first issued . Yes , I V':iS one "Tho too_- exception 
to your opinions in the mutter and even carried on 
!' running controversy 'wI itn you in "':' "Pi some years 
back . The fdcts you marshJlled convinced me beyonQ 
any re~sonable aoubts . 

Reg;;..rds 

) 
Pep 

Keep your friends, both new and old - the fi rst are silver, the last a re gold. 



.. 

1'. Prescott fiG Thor >, 
Netcong, r.J. 

Deer P!escott: 

Sept. 8. 1953. 

Your letter of the 3rd received • 

. e are leevin (l)"rrow for New England 
for a little vao,ti)n and ,ill be gon~ about 10 day80 
I will write you after y return. 

Wi th -!'e' rds -

Cordially yours, / 




