






























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































The stamps will be released for sale
on June 1, 1954.—Courtesy of Crown
Agents Stamp Bulletin.

LEBANON — Date of issue April
23, 1954. Identification of issue. Of-
ficial opening of Beirut International
Airport. Ceremonies headed by H. E.
Camille Chamoun, President of the
Lebanese Republic inaugurated ultra-
modern airport buildings of Near
East’s largest and most up-to-date
airport in Beirut suburb of Khalde,
serving 29 major airlines, with 62
flight movements daily, 22,000 passen-
gers monthly.

Khalde Airport Scene, 10 pi. dark
rose and carmine.

Khalde Airport Scene, 25 pi. dark
blue and blue grey.

Khalde Airport Scene, 35 pi. dark
brown and yellow brown.

Khalde Airport Scene, 65 pi. grey
green and olive green.

REMARKS: Plus an additional 1,000
presentation sets and 500 imperforate
ones. Stamps are horizontal rec-
tangles 24x40 mm. in size and are per-
forated 11%.

Designed by P. Koroleff, printed by
the Catholic Press. — Courtesy of
Baroody Stamp Co., Ltd.

SYRIA—Date of issue: due in May,
1954. Identification of issue: New
definitive regular and air showing
symbolic bases of the Syrian people
and country. °
(Regular) :

Allegory representing labor (in-
scribed “Wealth is the result of
work”), 1 pi., 2% pi. and 5 pi. Syrian
family group (Inseribed “The family
is the basis of the nation”), 7% pi.,
10 pi., and 12% pi. Symbols of in-
dustrial progress, 20 pi., 25 pi., and
50 pi. Post Telegraph and Telephone
Building at Hama with new P. O.
Insignia, 5 pi., 10 pi., and 15 pi.

(Air) :

University of Syria (Inscribed
“Qur reliance for the future”), 30 pi.,
35 pi., 40 pi., 50 pi., and 70 pi. Colors
of stamps not yet available—Cour-
tesy of Baroody Stamp Co., Ltd.

VATICAN CITY — According to
Vittorio Lo Bianco, Inc., of New York,
the forecast new issue for the “Anno
Mariano” has been delayed and will
not be out before June.

For May, instead, is in program the
issue of a set to mark the canoniza-
tion of Pope Pius X. No details about
the number of values, face and designs
are available as yet. Pope Pius X
was honored in 1951 with a set of four
values to commemorate his Beatifica-
tion.

X X

A complete set of the imperforate
U. S. Columbian issue in pairs are in
the B. K. Miller collection. This col-
lection has long been housed in the
New York Public Library.

for June 5, 1954

Nyasaland Booklets

2/-6d & 5/-
Both $2.85

FRANK B. JANCOWSKI
3588 Frederick St., Detroit 11, Mich.

JAPAN MINT SHEETS
#448a Trade Fair imperf sheet of 20
#456 Youth imperf sheet of 10/
BOTH: $1.25
WARD R. CHAPIN
9130 Winthrop Avenue, Detroit 28, Michigan

APPROVALS ===g

FINE STAMPS — PROMPT SERVICE
LOW PRICES

If you are tired of getting ‘‘standardized’’ or
“‘factory-built’”” Approvals and would like
something better at no higher prices, send for
ours and notice the difference.

SHIRLEY JASON Inc

505 5th Avenue New York 17 N Y

80c U.S.AIR s $ 45

A. F. SIMIONESCU, Hackensack, N. J.

YOUR CHANCE!

If you don’t receive Long’s Mail Auction Catalogs
regularly you may be missing a fine chance to
buy interesting and unusual stamps ana covers at
your own price. Send a postal card today and
ask for your FREE copy of the current Sale!

ELMER R L ONG-2MARKET ST.

HARRISBURG. PA.

SUBJECT MATTER OF PHILATELY

A Checklist of Stamp Designs—92-page book by
Phebe Booth—$1.00. Supplement—3$1.00.
THE GOSSIP PRINTERY, Holton, Kansas

Give The Ideal Gift

The famous ‘“‘Penny Black”
First Postage Stamp Jewelry

Cuff Links Sterling silver___$8.00

Tie bar, Sterling silver _____ 8.00
Key Chain, Sterling silver __ 8.00
Earrings, Sterling silver ____ 8.00

Please add 109% Federal Tax to
the above price.

*Encased in handsome jewelry bag
of suede. Place your order today.

C. D. Brower, Jr.

P. O. Box 57
STURGEON BAY, WISCONSIN

ALCOVA CIGARS
Hand Made—61"” Long

All Long Havana Tobacco
Light Havana Wrappers
Mild—Cellophane Wrapped

A real 30c value—SPECIAL
$7.00 per box of 50, postpaid.

GEORGE RITTER
Box 8155 Tampa 4, Florida

o1 po o

Super
SUPER BARGAIN in

COLLECTIONS

of all countries. Today you have the

opportunity to purchase some of our fine,

high standard collections at the lowest
price on the market.

2,000 W. Wide $ 2.75 75 Israel ~__}-
5,000 As’tment 8.95 1,000 I(al\ e
10,000 All Diff._ 32.75 1,000 " & Col.
10,000 Mtd. in 500 Jugoslavia
Books ___ 35.95 2,000 L. Amer.- 15.
20,000 in 20 3,000 L. Amer._ 37
Books 150 Latvia __
800 Argentina .98 125 Liechtenst.
1, (N)o Argentina 35.9f 200 Lithuania _7.9¢
250 Belg. Col. L 45 300 Luxemb’g_ 6. ‘l)
2,000 Brit. Col. 2 150 Mcnaco .. 3.45
1,500 Ching 1,000 Netherl.
Mdop =i & Col. . 16.45
300 Congo Bel. 2 200 Panama - 13.75
2000 Curacao - 400 Paraguay . 9. 90
400 Dutch Ind. 200 Philippines 8.2
& Indon.. 8.90 400 Poland __
300 Denmark.  3.85 1,000 Port. Col.
400 Egypt 1,000 Rumania_
(Scarce) - 21.95 500 Russia -
800 France 200 Saar ____
M 0P8 s 300 San Marino 7. 40
2,000 Fr. Col. . 18.45 400 Spain ___
1,500 Greater 150 Surinam - 9 &)
Germany - 6.35 300 Switzerland 3.65
200 German 100 Trieste .
Colonies . 2 (Rare) 3.69
500 Greece __ 150 Trieste . 9.45
250 Haiti - Rl ] 25
150 Teeland . 400 Uruguay -
200 U.S. Com. 2.95
New Line in 150 Vatican - 6.90
Topicals: 300 Venezuela. 9.95
100 Animals or Birds, each __ 1.25

100 Horses or Flowers, each _.

Direct. Importer. No extra expenses, we mail any-
thing free in U. S.
Sorry no approvals.

ASK FOR FREE COLLECTIONS PRICE LIST.

DEN Stamp Store

760 Market Street
San Francisco 2, Calif.

NETHERLANDS

USED

All the following beautiful Semi-Postal sets are priced at ONE-THIRD of Catalogue—

OR LESS.
B/ 40— LR e $ .35 B0/l s $ .20 B98/102 ——_—___ $ .25
B41/43 B B2 s - .05 B103/107 __ 25
B44/47 B73/76 S ) B108/12 20
B48/49 B77/80 S £060 BINS A Sy .30
B50/53 . B8l ___ i 2B B118/22 = .25
B54/57 B82/85 .40 B123/27 _ .20
B58/61 B86/89 .- .35 B128 - .10
B62/65 __ B90/93 ___ S 24 B129/33 _ .15
B66/69 B94/97T ———____ .2b B134/38 ______ .10

All stamps in very fine condition. Money refunded if not completely satisfied. Kindly

send your want-list for Austria, Belgium,
Memel, Switzerland, Saar.

Danzig, Germany, Liechtenstein, Luxembourg,

HELMUT STUEMPEL

85-21 168th Stireet

Jamaica, L. I., N. Y.




SIDNEY A. HESSEL
NETTLETON HOLLO
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STANLEY B. ASHBROOK
P. O. Box 31

FORT THOMAS, KY.
Jen, 18, 1954,

Mr. Sidney A, Hessel,
. Nettleton Hollow,
p ' Washington, Conn,

Dear Mr.llessel :

¥ Yours of the Yth received and 1 thank you very much
for your kind offer to loan me for recording the items mentioned,
I can assure you thet I will be pPleased to see them,

I bave & faint recollection that lr, MacPBride wrote
me that he had suggested to you that I would be interested in
seeing some Confederate items, but I evidently heard no mere.

I can hardly imagine a "TEN" canceled as early as
Feb, 28, 1863 as we feel quite positive that the steamp was not
issued until April of 1863,

He « the Freme Line of April 75, 1863, I believe thst
you loaned this cover to me some Yyears sgo and I made a prhotograph
of it, 80 1t will not be hecessary to send it, but I wuld like
to s~e the "TIN' ahd the other cover,

Again thanks very much.

g :iinéerely yours,




SIDNEY A. HESSEL
NETTLETON HOLLOW

i 4
{ Q/%)Zm.W,

it Clre



Feb. 1. l,b“

Mr. Sidney A, Hessel,
" R. Re #1,
tashington, Conn,

Desr Mr, Hessel:

=

~ Thanks very much for your kindness in sending me the
two Confederate covers which I am returning herowith,

Regarding the "TEN," - By no possible chance eould this
use have been in Februery 1863, in spite of the fact the yesr
logo looks like 1863, This use was undoubtedly 1864 becsuse
the day logo is "29" not 28, hence a leap year and 1864, The
color is extremely pale and not like the early "Milky Blue" shade,

There don't seem to be eny apparent explenstion for the
1l4¢ rete on the other cover, If there wes only one ¢ stamp and
a 10¢ stamp we could theorize that o ?¢ stamp wes put on first to
pay the printed circular rate and leter the Treasurer of the
"Wayside Home" added a message in manuscript, thus recuiring a
firste-clase rate of 10¢. . But the question arises - why 4¢ in the
first plece. This was September 1864 and the end of the lLost Cause
was drawing ncar. A 2¢ postaze stesmp had 1i‘tle if any value =t
that time, so 1 don't suppose it made much difference whether a
person used two or more where only one was required by law,

g :

It wes nice to see these two items ond I sppreciate your
kindness. » \

Sincerely yours,

v

-
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Jack £. Moleswnrth
Dl\ilatelic Deale‘r’ and B'r'ol-(er

102 Beacon Street
Boston 16, Massachusetts

1-30-54

Dear Stan,

Ecnlosed is what the last Barr auction called a 3¢ Pink,
It didn't look like a real pink to me so I sent it to Usticke for
an opinion to see what he would say and he said "Yes, a genuine Pink",
but Barr is his subsidiary so guess that could be expected, However,
would appreciate your comment on it anyway.

Also enclosed(spelled it right the second time) is a copy
of my lawyer's legal opinion on the "offsetting" auction practice
which the ASDA lawyer had examined and rendered an adverse opinion.,
After reading my lawyer's letter and receiving Graham's reply to him,
it appears that he rendered the opinion more to plq%ése someone more
influential in the ASDA than I rather than as an unbiased examination
of the law on the subject. The reply from him was rather weak and
claimed practice still illegal since I had “corrupt intent and fraud-
ulent purpose" something that contradiets comments in his first leter
indicating that he was sure I would not have used the practice had I
known it was illegal per se and therefore unethical, etc., It will be
interesting to see what they do now,

Rlease return the enclosed copy when you are thru perusing
it. MacBride has a copy, tho o.k. for you to show or wend it to anyone
if you feel it appropriate and in my best interests,

With kind regards,

7*«
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Yeb., 1, 1954,

Mr, Jack &, Molesworth, .
102 Beacon St., .
Boston 16, Mass,

Dear Jack:

0 Herewith the 3¢ 1861 28 per yours of the 30th,
To identify same I em attaching herewith a tracing of the

This etemp 1s not the S.U.8. 164, the Pink, It
is what 1 call en early 1861 Rose, by some called & "near
Pink," or a pale pinkish rose, Copies of the 3¢ are some-
Vimes s0ld as the S.U.S. 64 commerical Pink, but this
stemp has so little pink in the tint I doubt if it could
' be put under any ;64 classification, ’ °

Sincerely yours,

-



l“:}/ BOX }f‘
z : January 22, 1954 °°° /5/
e

‘FigLe.

Stan;

I have to go to New York today and the 10c 1847s will be
returned early next weck. No express service here on Saturdays.

The stamp #1286 (on cover) is from the same position as stamp
#102. John has made a partial identificatidn which indicates
both copies are from an earlier state of the plate than are any
prints we have. He is making another check.

Stamp #121 (on cover) is also giving trouble. I do not recall
having seen this cover, or any similar. New York to Portland
with red N.YORK - U.S. Express Mail - June 1849 - and the stamp
cancelled with a blue grid. Where? At Norwich or on the Norwich
& Worcester R.R.? Neither seems probable.

Two boat trains left Boston each afternoon (except Sundays).
One connected with the Stonington boat for New York by way of
Providence; the other went via Worcester and Norwich to connect
with the Norwich boat for New York. Eastbound boats left New
York in the afternoon and connected with the two trains which
arrived in Boston the next morning.

Mluch of the time the U.S. Express Mail service was on the
Providence route and the Stonington boats, and the Worcester-
Norwich route was an alternate, always available but less fre-
quently used. Just how fequently it was used has nof been de-
termined to my knowledge.

There was Route Agent service on the Worcester & Nashua R.R.
as early as 1848, but no R.A. or R.P.0. service from Nahhua to
Portland antil much later. Therefore the letter went to Port-
land via Stonington boat, Providence and Boston, or via Norwich
boat, Worcester and Boston, and the blue grid was applied either
on arrival at Portland, or en route. So far as I recall Boston,
Providence and Worcester did not use blue grids.

The possibilities seem limited to what happened after the
letter was taken off a Long Island Sound boat and before it
reached Providence or Worcester, or after it arrived at Port-
“land. Except the latter possibility,the only use of blue for
pmk and/or grid is on the Norwich & Worcester Railpsad.

iy greatgrandfather may have received such a letter addressed

to him at Webster, Mass., but I would reckon the chance of an
1847 stamp not being cancelled by the U.S. Express Mail Agent on
any letter that went via the N.& W.R.R. as being hardly a thous-

and to one.
As everi Z(iE;D




Jan. 28, 1954.
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Mr. Philip G. Rust,
Route 5,
Thomasville, Georgia.

Dear Mr. Rust:

Herewith Lot #7 which came in from Perry late
yesterday afternoon (Wednesday). I quote from his letter
dated Jan. 25th as follows:

Lot #7 of the 10¢c 1847s starts back to you by
express collect at $2,200 today,

rlal 7L22 123 7124 - jFl25 #126 #1217
56L 42,43R 88,89L 34L 55R 5L 15R

#128 #129  #130  #131  #132  #133  Fl34
96R 22R 6R 68L ~ 47L 7 & 17L  82R

#135 136 #1317 #138 4139 #140
86R 55k  91R 588  2JR 1R

Apparently stamps #102 and 126 are from an esrlier
state of position 5L than other copies we have seen, At lesst
they seem to fit bstter there than anywhere else.

: " Stamps ;121 end 124 sgree with the positions stated
cquite well; #131 and ;138 less so, but better matches were not found
and there is a good chance they are correct. Positive Identification
of the other items. The fee is $38,33."

I note that he now thinks that ,102 is probably 5L and that it is ap-

parently the same as ;126. 1 checked these two and he seems to be

correct - do you not agree? However, both seem different from 38

which he plated as 5L and quite correct. I checked his 121-124-131

end 138 carefully and I had no reason to question these positions. I T
wondered about 7132, He plated this as 47L but I wasn't so sure. You .

might bear this in minde I was also a bit puzzled about ;134. What

do you think? Also ;127%

I note that this lot andasikséed of a total of ?5 with the

score as follows:
: New positions 12

B Duplicates_l1

T 23

Xy



#2. Mr. Philip G, Rust - Jan. 28, 1954,

~

I believe your total so far is as follows:

Plated positions left pane 48
. :

iy right " 51
Total 105

This is certainly a very high average. Iy figures may not be
absolutely correct as they are frmm a memorandum.

I have not had any word whatscever from Kelleher.

Regarding cover ;121 - This was from New York in
1849 and the postmark is that o the "U. S. EXPRESS MAIL -
N, YORK." Never before have I secen a U, S, Express Mail cover
with @ stamp tied by a blue grid, therefore, I question whether
this stamp originated on this cover. 1 believe thet it is
rossible that this cover had a 10¢ stamp that was pencanceled and some faker
removed it and substituted this copy with a blue grid. It was over
300 miles by.the mail route from New York Via Boston to Portland so a
10¢ rate was requireds I inquired of Perry if he had ever seen such
a cover as this and his reply was no.

With best of wishes -

Cordially yours,



/ /

January 29, 1954 .. )]

&y

Stan; B8 , ST

Check {38.33 received and thanks for your promptness. I have
very few 10c 1847s but shall submit any I think may measure up.

I suspected something might be wrong with the blue grid on the
U.S. Express Mail cover from New York to Portland, but saw no def-
inite evidence and am not inclined to condemn anything merely be-
cause it does not happen to agree with my information.

The rate could not have been less than 10 cents. By rail it is
240 miles from New York to Boston via New Lpondon & Worcester, 232
milegs via New Haven, Springfield and Worcester, about 220 via %
Providence (Shore Line), and the shortest route (the "Air-line)
via New Haven, Middletown, Willimantic and Blackstone is 212 miles.
Through trains on the last started in the 1870éps T reeRll i 5

New York to Portland via "State of lMaine" express through Wor-
cester, Nashua and Dover is 3423 miles - eight miles longer than via
Shore Line thru Boston. Boston to Pyrtland is 115 miles via the
olfi Boston & Maine line thru Haverhigl and Dover, and three miles
shorter via the old Eastern R.R. thru Salem. The last two lines
used the same tracks from North Berwick,to Portland - 37 miles.
There is not, and never has been, af mail route from New York to
Portland as short as 300 miles, except today by airplane,(possibly).

Most of the U.S. Express Mail covers I have seen do not seem
open to question, but I have seen a few that did not agree with any
information I had, and yet seemed quite authentic. Perhaps they
were put on the wrong Sound steamer in NewcYork.
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Jan. 28. 19540

Mr, Marcel Levy,
8 Rue Lagarde,
Paris, France.

Dear Mr, Levy:

!!ﬂﬂgyill acknowledge receipt of yours of Jan., 15th
;zith the 1¢ 1857, Type IV cover = 5¢ rate - from Charle'ston, S.C,
on Jan. 8, 1858 to Nanteé, France. A Garnier cover. 5¢ payment
not yecognized and rated as entirely unpaid. I will dispose of
it for you and report later., No doubt you wish me to remit to
Dr, Pollend, |

With every good wish =

Cordially yours ~



A

Jan. 28, 1954,

Mr, Morris YFortgang,
114 East 84th St.,
New York 28, N,Y, ’

Dear Morris:

Both of your letters received and I will write later, I am
trying to get my February Service Issue' out and this one is rather lsarge
and quite a bit of photo work.

; Here is quite a valuable cover, a pair of 1l¢ 1857 - Type IV
on cover. You will note this was from Charleston, S.C. during the Treaty
period -~ January 1658, The sender I'orwarded it with a payment of 5¢ and
Boston let it go thru that way. They should have rated it as entirely
unpaid with 30¢ due in France and a debit to the Fremch P.0, of 2 x 3¢ or
6ge Britain algo rated it as a 5¢ U.S. rate tlet was of the period Jan. N
1857 to April 1, 1857 - But when it got to France it was rated under the
Treaty as "entirely unpeid" with 2 rates of 8 decimes due or 16 decimes
{about 30¢ U.S.). This is really most unusual as the marking "G.B, 1F 60C"
should not have been applied to any letter from the U,S5. to France Via G.B,
after March 31, 1857. The U,S.=French Treaty went into effect on April
1857, I am asking $65,00 for thic most unusual cover. If mot interested
will you please send it to Mort as he might like to have it,

LY

I mey use this in my Msrch lst Service.

With best wishes -

Cordially yours,



Feb, 3, 1954,

Mre. Mercel Levy,
8 Rue LaGerde,
Paris, France.
Dear Mr, Levy:

%
\

Keferring to yours of the 15th and the cover you
enclosed. I have sold the cover & $65.00, less 20% or $52.00
net to you. Should I frward check to our mutual friend
Dr., Polland? I will hold same pending instructions.

With kindest rega.rd 8 =

Cordially yours,

2 i I

. L]

e



Mo . Stamley B. arhtudk,

33 0, T faqid Ave
Fout 7%014444 /fy
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PRESCOTT HOLDEN THORP

NETCONG, NEW JERSEY

e

sept 3, 1953

Dear Stauley;

Welll thank you for all of those
nice things you have toc say about me in both your
letter and your "Special Service." I am very
pleased, of course, although quite probably much
of this high praise is quite underserved. Actually,
Stanley, I have never claimed to be an authority
-on anything, and I'm probably not much of a "student".
Just ha pens that I have an inquiring mental apparatus
and 1little things I've read here and there clutter up
my bazzin until suddenly, something happens to put
some meaning into them and help me arrange a sylogism.

Very often such "if this be so, then
that must follow which proves such and such" stringing
together of isolated facts or theories gets me into
plenty of trouble. Trouble is always to keep out of
ones wind a desired conclusion.

2 However, my article in EPJ stirred up
quite a bit of interest (which, of courge it was

; jntended to do) and among other things i was invited
to consider for a moment all of the thousands of
enveiopes I have seen and recall if there waere even
as much as one percent of the total showing usage
of express companies.

That question rang a bell and started me
searching both memory and references with the
following rather interesting, even startling, I think,
results.

First how many envelopes were issued -
each year by Nesbitt. In the Postal Gazette Quackenbush
uotes some interesting figures as published in the "PosT"
I don't know what "Post" but I assume the New York Post).
This indicated that Nesbittz output in (1860)
had declined sharpley because of the war. Whereas prior
to the advet of the war his output would have run about
thirty million the war had cut it down to around 28 million.

The Nesbitt firm had estimated its own output
at "32 Or %3 willion" per year.

Keep your friends, both new and old - the first are silver, the last are gold.




PRESCOTT HOLDEN THORP

NETCONG, NEW JERSEY

e f—

Now it is safe to assume that by 1863 Nesbitts
output of envelopes would have been curtailed even

ore by the war so, prehaps, the annual production
Tn 186% might have been around 25 million.

Quoting from Bertholds Handbook of the Wells
Fargo franks, we learn that in 1863 Wells Fargo
alone were purchasing (in 1863) over two million
stamped envelopes and, of course, at this time
there were prehaps two hundred FExpress Companies also
using envelopes. Thus, prehaps, the express companies
were using ssome several million of the 25 million
envelopes being produced.

But this is not all. O0Of all of the early Nesbitts
I have seen ( prehaps ten or fifteen thousand) it
occcurs that prehaps as much as one-half of them, or even
more, had been carried outside of the mails on Mississippi
river packets. This would be evident, not from cancellations
but from pin holes in the envelopes indicating they had
been pinned to waybills or consignments or something
of that nature. The pitfall in this sort of reasoning
is that most all of the Nesbitts in quantity I have seen -
or anyone else for that matter - would have been from
the Carroll Hoy find.

However, I think it fairly obvious that the usage of
Nesbitt envelopes "outside of the mail" was a far
greater porportion of the total manufactured than at
first would seem evident. Oifhand estimates of
as little as one percent seem at first logical for
express company usage. Carefull investigation would
indicate - to me - that as much as fifty percent,
prehaps more, would be nearer the truth for carriage
"Toutside of the mails,.™"

Someday, someone, is going to produce a study of
all sides of the philatelic gem. Presently the subject
has been seggregated. Great studies of adhesives,
further studies of Westein Franks, much argument
about envelopes. These thre things are mnmamgimm. but
facébs of a single jewel. Fach of us in his own field
(and I do not exclued myself) sees his own facet and
only dimly precieves the other.

The older I grow the more cautious I become. Black
is never black, white is never white. But I do believe

Keep your friends, both new and old - the first are silver, the last are gold.




PRESCOTT HOLDEN THORP

NETCONG, NEW JERSEY
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we may have put to rest the arguments about why envelopes
were first issued. Yes, I was one who took exception

to your opinions in the matter and even carried on

a running controversy with you in STAMPS some years

back. The facts you marshalled convinced me beyond

any reasonable doubtse.

Regards

/

Keep your friends, both new and old - the first are silver, the last are gold.
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Sept. 8, 1953.

Mre. Prescott H. Thorp,
Netcong, N.J.

Dear Prescott: »
Your lettei‘ of the 3rd received.

We are leavingt#emorrow for New England
for ¢ little vacation and will be gone about 1€ days.
I will write you after my retum.

With regerds -

Cordially fours,





