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744 BROAD STREET NON-SECTIONAL NON-POLITICAL 33 NORTH FORT THOMAS AVE
NEWARK 2. NEW JiHSEY FORT THOMAS. KENTUCKY
HONORARY LIFE PRESIDENT SECRETARY-TREASURER
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109 EAST CARY STREET MACON. MISSISSIFP

5401 "™ 9TH STRTET NORTH™ RICHMOND 19 VIRGINIA

€T PETERSBURG. FLA

October 7th, 1953.

Mr. Jack E. Molesworth,
102 Beacon Street,
Boston 16, Mass.

Dear Colonel Molesworth:

Mr. Shenfield requests that I reply to your letter of October
1st, in connection with the copy of the Confederate TEN #9, bearing a
®cross roads® cancellation, on which you wish an opinion.

An illustration of a similar cancellation appeared as #13 in
a 1list of unusual Confederate cancellations by Edward S. Knapp, which
was published in the COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST of October, 1925.
It is described therein as used in Mount Crawford, Va., in black, with
a statement that only one example, used in 1862, on a cover with a
pair of the 5¢ Typographed stamps, had been seen.

The cancellation on the stamp you submit is generally similar,
but differs somewhat from the illustration referred to. Except for the
example you now submit, the undersigned has never seen this cancella-
tion on any Confederate stamp. Because of that, and because your copy
is not on the original cover where the town and other details of use

might be studied, 1t is not possible to supply a definite opinion in
this instance.

The general appg4arance of the cancellation leads to the thought
that it may be genuine, although there are some indications of the mark-
ing have been retouched. Because of the facts referred to above and the
further fact that this  stamp i1s more valuable in used rather than unused
condition, the possi remains that the cancellation may be fraudulent.
It is to be regretted t a more conclusive opinion cannot be supplied.

Your attention is directed to the rules of the Authentication
Committee which went into effect on October 1st last, whereby all items
submitted for examination which catalog from $50.01 to $150., a fee of
$3. is charged. Kindly remit that amount to Secretary T.W. Crigler,
at your convenience.

Sincerely yo&rs,

Pnn— Oy 7 F)ap e / ib-}e )
For the Authentication Committee.
MacB/HK

c.c.: L.L.Eherfield
T.¥.Crigler,Jr,
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Jack £. Molesworth
Dlni'a{:elic Dealer and Brolter

102 Beacron Street
Boston 16, Massachusetts

November 10, 1953

Mr., Stanley B. Ashbrook
P. 0. Box 31

33 Ne. Ft. Thomas Avenue
Fort Thomas, Kentucky

Dear Stan,

Meny thanks for your letter of the 6th. I appreciate very much.
your comments on and signing of the cover with the 90¢ rate and
appreciate your offer to do this without charge to me, However, I
realize that payment for such work is your main source of income
and expect to pay you for such services and would greatly appreciate
your so charging me., I™m enclosing my check for $2.,50 as I feel
the value of the cover has been enhanced at least twice as much. by
having your signature on the reverse. Also enclosed is an interest-
ing 1869 cover which I would appreciate your exemining and signing
if you feel it is 0.K.

I appreciate your comments with regard to the two covers in

the MacBride sle, I would not want to return them without having a
definite and con@lusive opinion condemning them so believe it best
to send them along to Larry Shenfield for an official C.S.A. Expert
Committee opinion., I would send it along to Michael Miller as you
suggest but several times in the past it has teken him several weeks
to reply and I am reluctant to tie the cover up that long in view of
the circumstances surrounding its purchase, etc.

Regarding the Catalog Advisory Committee, I just received & call
from Hubbell today and as a result of a trip which he toock to Richmond,
Washington, Baltimore, Philadelphia, and New York it appears & satis-
factory compromise has been reached whereby the committee will be
designated as a WDealers!' Catalog Advisory Committee®™ composed of Fox,
Fuller, and Ward, and myself as chairman. I believe this should work
fairly well as long as MacBride doesn't attempt to compete with it
unofficially., It is rather ironic that he opposed the first committee
because it was "dealer dominated" when you and I both know he is
actually more a dealer than a collector himself, You did not make any
comments regarding my personal problem with MacBride with respect to
my auction moffgetting™ policy and the carbon of my letter to him ex-
plaining it which T believe I enclosed with my last letter. Your con~
fidential comments with regard to this will be greetly appreciated as
T value your advice, N

I appreciate very much your comments with regerd to Rust and the
plates. I can see now that the current mixup is primarily the result



of the conflicting requests and instructions that he has made to
various people attempting to secure these plates for him, I can well
understand his desire to have you check the plating if they should be
purchased, though he still seems reluctent to designate one agent and
write the rest to refrain from making entrees in his behalf which is
vhat he should definitely do. I had a long talk with him in July
sbout the matter end he suggested that I meke a specific offer to
Kelleher for the plates which involved my examining and appraising
them. However, before this could be done, Kelleher had left for
Maine from which he returned only a month ago. I have received no
further instructions either regarding affirming or cancelling those
previously received from him, Several weeks ago I wrote him mention-
ing the current mixup and asking him to designate one person to
handle the deal. I also indicated that though I would like to handle
it myself and thought it would be most appropriate in view of my loca-
tion, I would be willing to step aside should he prefer to have anyone
else handle it, He replied that he did not care to disignate anyone
special to handle the matter and did not elaborate further. Though
Rust did talk with Kelleher recently, according to Kelleher they did
not discuss the plates end no designation was made as to who should
handle them, However, Kelleher is not always the easiest person from
vhom to seure the exact details of such a conversation, I believe the
pest thing to do is to wait until the next time I talk personally with
Rust and iron it out then especially since it appears he no longer has
the extreme interest which prevailed several months ago. I was
interested in your advice not to buy the plates unless the material
could be had at & reasonable price &s such is exactly the seme advise
vhich I had given him myself,

With kind regards,

. _7»«(

‘\’J

& -

-

—



} Nov. 12, 1953.

~ Mr, Jack £, Molesworth, s

102 Beacon Street,
Boston 16, Mass.

~ Dear Jack:
Thanks for the check as per yours of the 10th.

v I am returning herewith the 1869 cover which I have signed on

} " the back as a fake, thst is, the two stamps were not used originally on this

letter. The rate, ss you are aware, was 15¢ per 1/4 ounce - This shows a
‘due in France of "8" decimes or 15¢ U.S., hence 15¢ could not have been

- peaid in the U.,S. This went by American Packet direct to Cherbourge, hence

~ our debit to France in black of 12¢. This stunt of adding stemps to stampless
~ is a favorite trick of the French crooks, especially in the use of 15¢ 1869. .
‘I wonder how much value the faker thought he would add to this cover? -

I return herewith the copy of your letter to MacBride. I under-
stand that someone ha: a photostat of the letter you sent out dated Sep. 29
snd gave it quite a distribution, though my copy wes not sent to me by MacOride
- por has he ever mentioned the matter to me.

. Whether your conduct at auctions is unethical, immoresl, c¢rooked,

etc. , etc., ete., is not a mat ter upon which I wish to express an opinion, much
less to be quoted. At your age you certeinly imow right from wrong snd your
conscience should tell you whether your policy of handling bids at auction is
not‘opon to any criticism.

I could comment on your letter of Sept. 29th, but why should I?

3 My fee on the enclosed cover is $3.00. In case I would like to
use this in one of my Service issues may I inguire if you have any ob jection?

‘

I will not use your name in any way.

Sincerely yours,
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Y. PRESICENT & GENERAL MGR. M. A, HAGERMAN, SECRETARY-TREASURER

J. G. FLECKENSTEIN. VicE PRES. IN CHARGE OF SALES M. B. CLARK, AssT. TREAS. & TRAFFIC MGR.

PHONE 125

GRYSTA l‘ I ‘ OF CARSON CITY

TCOHPOR TED

777

CRYSTAL PETROLEYM  PROBDUCTS

CARsSON CITY, MICHIGAN

Ionia, Michigan.
: November 12, 1953.
Mr. Stanley E. Ashbrook,
Ft. Thomas, Ky.

Dear Stan:

Got the enclosed two covers from Bruce Daniels recent sale in Boston
and have not yet paid for them. '

On the cover with 3¢ "pink" I specified on my bid sheet that my bid
was contingent on this being a true pink, and not a "rose pink" or a
"hear pink" and he accented bid on this basis so evidently he thinks it
is the real pink. If you agree this is the real pink, please sign the
cover on the back stating that it is the real pink - otherwise let me
know and will return it.

The other cover was described per enclosed saying the pair of 15¢
are grilled. I can't see any grill on either but that would be
nothing unusual for me. If they are genuine grilled, please sign as
such, Stan.

Be sure and return the Daniels invoice, and also let me know what fee
I owe you and will send check.

Regards and best wishes to all. Rene and I will go deer hunting next
Sunday for the day only and she may hunt a little after that until
December lst when the hunting season ends. We might then get a chance
to run down to Ft Thomas for a weekend.

JGF/k
Enc:REG:

J.\G. Fleckenstein.

ALL AGREEMENTS ARE CONTINGENT UPON STRIKES, ACCIDENTS. ABILITY TO
! 3 OBTAIN CRUDE AT POSTED PRICE. OR OTHER CA
¥ 1y CAUSES BEYOND OUR CONTR! -
m‘::‘us:gn:‘dgf-!f'céﬁg"n?gﬁ.?:L‘v“ CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE THE PURCHASER AGREES TO PAY AMOUNT OF ANY FEDERAL. STATE OR LcscoAL rgk g::’o’:’:?:fw:::‘gg.:'b‘&mée::‘gé:co%:gk
EBY. TO BE ADDED TO THE INVOICE. PRICES QUOTED UPON\PRESENT FREIGHT RATES. ANY INCREASE THEREIN IS TO BE BORNE BY PURCHASER.

- ~
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Nov. 14, 1953.

Mr, J. G. Fleckenstein,
419 Union St.,
Ionia, Mich,

Dear Jack:

Herewi th the two items from the Déniels sale. It is to
be rdgretted that there is so much carelessness in auction descriptions.
I could sey more on this subject but nothing could be gained.

I bclieve that he will have no excuse to cancel these lots
so in sawing you some $63.00 how about a $5.00 fee?

Yesterday I had a frighd return two 10¢ 1847 to a prominent
Eastern dealer - the two cost him $550.00 - I made ultra-violet photos
showing pencancels.

The biggest sap in this game im the one who collects 19th
Century "unused 0.g."

With best wishes =

Cordially yours,



