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ff2. Mr. Prescott H. Thorp - March 17. 1953. 

\,lel1s r"ergo hed 8 call for Buch an envelope but because the lJ.P.U. went into 
effect July 1, 1815. the number used must have been very small. I never 
knew that hells Fargo franked such an envelope but my knowledge of envelopes 
and Franks is insignificant. 

#lgaim thanks for your kindness. 

Cordially yours , 



( 

r • t· 
.' J-



\ 

Dear stan: 

J, DAVID BAKER 
390~NORTH DELAWARE STREET 

INDIANAPOLIS·~. INDIANA 

Febru' ry 22, _956 . 

Since it seems that Eugh ind I are not going to get to 

Cincinnati in the ne r future , I am enclosin5 a lot of l¢ 

im rfora.-ee and .,lJerfora e to 0e plated . In some ins-e nces 

they have been plated , but I Wi3h for you to check the 

lating . 
. 

I am starting on the long ·road of remcuntin~ mJ United 

States sta rJs . I h-we never ca ed to do any lating for 

~ -ehe ake of ~lat ing , but I h~Te learned th~t interesting 

stor ies do develope from your h.a terial after i t h~s oeen 

la Led . 

I lIla find th 1. t, there ar .' c r rtain i terr.s vlt1iCh migrlt ada 

to my story . If -you can su}- 'ly t emas triey-'turn u 1'ine . 

Ri~nt now I am lookin5 for a co y of 3312 im~erfora~e 

snowin tne craCK . I am told tt~t there are ju~t ttree 

cO.,lJ i es now nelo in two collections . Is t.is correct? I h tve 

good copies of all the otner stau,!-,s vlt1ich cOID.,lJrise the 

b i g crack . 

Included on the sah .. e card as tne sin Ie with tne Cincin-

n ti c~ncel on the tcp row is a sIngle starn • Wn. t is it? 

a ~roof or a re rint? 

Thanl{s for your assista.nce . Send IJe your bill when you 

return tile s ti:1J'L~S • 



Mr. J. David Baker. 
3909 North Delaware St., 

Indianapolis, Ind. 

Dear Dave: 

Feb. 27, 19.53. 

I am in receipt of yours of the 22nd with the l¢ 18.51-1857 material. It 
is impossible to plate many copies of the 11 1851-1857. for exa~ple. imperfs from 
Plate 3. of the Type V. To the specialist in the One Gent, the important feature 
is the type and plElte. ~lther than the actual plate position. The latter is only 
of interest to the advanced specialist who 1s interested in plate reconstruction. 
Of course, there are many desirable plate posi tiona to include in a well-rounded­
out col1ect1.on, such as the 2.ll:£. that you I'lentioned as well e s many other out­
standing plate varieties such as the Inverted 'l'ransfers, etc •• etc . I couldn't 
plate all the va rious stnele items that you sent me and, of course, no living per­
son could do such a job. It is nice to be eiven credit for beine able to plate 
everything in the One Cent stamp but it is also regrottable that collectors who 
have never done any plate reconstruction work have 80 little appreciation of how 
very difficult the ~o rk really 1s. The fact that s o very few eet into it is per­
haps because it is no child's play. 

All this could have been put in fewer ords but 'What I have been tryine to 
state is this - I will go over your material very cElrefully and eive you the in­
formation that I think will be most appropriate in properly displaying your items. 
Ylherever I think a piece shoul~ be plated I will do so. 

I trust the above will meet with your approval. 

Cop1es of 33L2 showine the extension of the crack are very scarce. both im­
perf and perf but I doubt if only three copies of the imperf are known. I have no 
recollection of ever rlaking such a stateMent and if anyone is better 1nformed on 
the une Cent than I am, he is unknown to me. The crack did not extend do 'n into 33 
from ?3 until ver,y l ate in the life of the plate, so it is understandable why the 
33L2 crack 1s scaree. It never did get very far ond the chances are the variety 
would be very eaaily overlooked. I don't doubt the t there are copies in collections 
and unknown to owners. 

With best wishes -

Cordially yours, 



f --. . 

MAR 17 1953 

Mnroh;,19.53 . 

r. J. uDvid Baker, 

3909 Nor th Delaware st., 

IndianapoHs, Ind . 

Dee r Dave: 

I am enclosing herewith the eleven cover B contained jn yours 
!II 

of the ?2nd . You will fi nd memos with eaoh cover. My fee 1'or olassifying 

these is $10. 00. 

~ Will finish up ("I n the off cover mat erial in the next few 

days . 

h Y kindest reeards -

Sincerely yours, 



, 
( 

r. j. David Baker. 

3'909 North Delaware St •• 

Indianapolis, Ind. 

Dear Dave: 

March 11, 19.53. 

" { 

Under separate oover. I am sending to you via registered 

mail your l¢ 18.51-.57 orf oover material. I note that you have quite 

a few nice items, and I was especially pleased to see tIe Plftte 4 -

'l'ype Ie - 18.57. This is indeed a very rare stamp. You w1l1 note 

_ tiP:. ( ;~ 

that .I. plated quite a few of the iteMs. Please don't get the im­

pression that thi s is any attempt at mounting but rather an arrangement 

of the various 1 terns in a manner that will probalily assist you in re­

mounting your colleotion. 

My 1'ee for this ',ork 1s '.50 .00. 

With best wishes -

Cordially yours, 



De _r Stanle : 

J. DAVID BAKER 
3902 NORTH DELAWARE STREET 

INDIANAPOLIS 5, INDIANA 

arch 14, 1953. 

I have received all the aCKages of covers and off cover 

l¢ '51 - '57 i teW;) wnicll you returne to Le . I very much 

a ,tJrecia te tile wa you have writ en thei. u • It reall 

will be ahely in mount~ng . 

I did not mean thqt there were only three 33 Plate 2 

crack known . I only know ~hat there are three co ies in 

two New York collections . I am ho~eful of someday finding 

t nis elusive item . I rave a C01J - of' this l'el'forated , 

cut not im~erforate . 

Enclosed i m check for $60 if I under~tood correctly 

tnat your charge was $10 Ius J50 . 

Are ou going to go over to LOUlsvil~e for t· e Tri-State 

show A~ril lOth to 12th? I am showing my Provisionals 

and 1847 covers . Also I am oivin a talk on dOLe tic 

~oJtal rates illustrating wlth sliaed .or items in my 
\ 

collection . (I ~robabl shouldn ' t tell ou aoout ~his . 

as this is my f1.r~t att"m}'t to explain rates) . 



r. J. DaTid Baker, 
3702 North Delaware Street , 

Indlanapoll s, Ind. 

Deer Dave: 

)larch 17, 19.53. 

'l'hanks very much for yours of the 14th wi th eheck 
for 60.00, which wes Quite correct. 

4 am wondering if You ~ere fully aware of the 
rari ty 01' the large size l¢ 185'1 Type IA? ould you 
mina if I Made special Mention of tbis staMp in a future 
issue of my "Servlc,,?" 

I wE.l Dear you in mind 1n case I eM y hands 0n 
s " 3L21mpe:rf'. 

Rtt - the Tri-dtate Show at Louisville next month. 
I doubt it' ~ Will be able to attend os I ay have to go 
down to C rleston, e .G. at ab~,ut that time. 

I not.e that you picked a very interestlne subject 
to talk a Uoui; ~tlJ I wi ah t hat I could lJe preHent to hI'S r it • 

. 1th best wishes -
Gord lally yours, 



----- - - - - - -

.3 . c:r. -J-3 

r : 

(~ ~ ~ ~ 1t:/-. 
~~j 

~ tfa--L 



26-27,1 3. 

Officlal oord8 of Union 1, ol.2~, part 2, p 1. 

0.1. 

Report of _j or Geor L. eiren, 17th • • Intant1'1' • 

He quarters, Port e bl , 29,1 3. 

jorl I haTe the honor to report that, bout a.JIl., n the 27t ln11t., I l' ceiv d _ .... 
Dotlo. that the revenue 0 tter 'CaJ.eb Ouahi" been .ptur during tb night pr noua, 
and that the .teaaer· rest CiV' would report to a for en and araaaent. I therefore 
ordered CaptaUl athaniel Prime, 17th Infant17, with hi. n, and 1st Lt.Ed1rard Coll.1nll, 
17th Inf'azltq, with .. detachment of t • n l' nt Part,., t ther with one six-pounder 
field pie and one twlve-pounder howitzer, to p ad on oa:rcl ste r. I als 
turn1shed 4D JI\18ut. to the citizens wh 1'8 on board. . "'1' pQtioularl of the expedition, I g leaTe to refer you to the 00 p8.Jl1'ing 
report. of Captain PriM and Lieut .Coll1na • 

I wcnild also state that lst.Lt.:r •• CroslIan, who is attaChed to Captain PriM's 
comp8II1', WU tGrtunate17 bare, and I have suspended his order. to to Augusta, .,0 
IlU8tering and U.bur.log dut7, tor the pre.ent. 

The pJ'18oMr. were Harehed upon their arriY8l. re, nd 1 haTe in .:r pOllsesslon 
the appe1n"tamt of •• BHd as 2nd Lt. in the Contederate a"f7; also the appointaelit of 
E.B.BrOWll as aoting 3rd .A8st.lDg1.Deer in the sa. .enice. !hese papers, the parti.s 
design to haft returned to thea. I have also the private notebook of Lt.Reed, <containing 
a 'ftr'7 int.restiq ~earD8l of hi. JIloveMnts during the put six lIOIltha; also 1 'P boDcla 
given b;r se,"r81 wa .. ls, rlZI J~ 7,1863, P.D1llen Co., .... hington County, !e:laS, .',500, JUDe 12,1863, Bohooner "Kate Stewart-, '7,000; June 12,1863, brig "Arabella", 
$40,000; June 20,1863, ship Isaac .ebb", $40,000; amounting to $92,500, and all ~ ble 
30 aq8 anal' "the ratif:l. tion ot a treaty of peace twen the United State and the 
Contederate States ot America'; alao rew other papera ot l1ttle value, all of which I 
hold subject to 7OU1' instructions. 

The schooner "Archer" and all that .. on board of her, to ther with the 1 g­
book, are nGW in the cu.tody ot the Collector ot the Port, where I let thea :re_in, think­
ing it beat at this tt.. to do BO, rather than increase the excitement which now e:daltll 
in Portl8.Dd • 

.leu can f'CII"IIl ut a faint idea ot the excitement now existing among the citizens 
ot Portland and Vioini V. Rumor 1'ollon l'UDlor in rapid succeasio ; and just tore day­
light th1a .o~,. one trQl the ncWty or the post went to the cit,. with a r •• h 
l'UIlor, which .et the whole oi t7 in a terment. The bells _re rung and.n, w n and 
oh1ldren soon t1l1ed the stre ta, and _re rueh1ng hither and thither 111 aimle.s fright. 

I wOUld re.pectf'tll.q suggest that the prisoner' sent fro. here .. qu1etJ.7 
and expeditioua17 pos.ible as I do not think it safe far the to placed in the cnw­
tody of the oitizelUl J and while the present excitement oontinues, I feel obllged to mount 
so large a gU,81'd that one halt my force are on dut,. eTery night. 

fhis, with the day dutl' ot the garrison, end the 1 bar ot mounting and diaJllcnmt­
~ gtUlJI, will Boon exhaust the en. 

eapectfull.y au1a1tted, George L.Andre ... , jar, 17th Intantr;y, Commdg.POIIt. 
10 jor C.T .Chriatensen, 

tss1atant Adjutant General, Department ot the East, B w lor Cit,.. 

~~-~~~~ &0.2 --------

eport ot Captain 1 1 Prime, 17th U •• Int tI7 

jo f I ~ 

ot the crew of the brig "Taconey". 



,f 

I 
l 

, .... 
2 

Agreeab17 to your orO rs, I lett Fort Pre bl.. Dn the ate ... r "P'o1"8at Oi V. a'bout 
10 o'cl k 1. mRDi.Dg, ucoapanied tt.E.Co111n11 aDd Lt.F.E.Crohan, with 28 _n, ar­
•• a and .quipped as IntaD'tr7, and 10 •• n ~or the IU"Yice of the two tield pl.... which we 
took with _. 

Shortly artier ,puainc the l.ight OWIe, the r.y.nue outwr "Cale Cuah1..Dg1 waa dU­
covered about 15 1111 •• to leeward. .. 1Jmaediate17 h.ad.d tor mI'. When within about two 
.1lJy,aM opeD.~ tir. upon 'WI fr • 32-poUder, II08t ot t.M .hota tall1Dg .hort; 0_ 
h1tti11g u. 

I regret te '.7 that I was BOt in the p ... 1 tioD te take the ataM .., JliDCl1D&t1_ 
Uetated, the ate ... r .... trued nth o1U __ , withnt 8111' tnowledge ot the reapau1'bU1-
tl .. of ~ altuat1on, &ad Do apparen'tJ.7 had left the barber tor • pl.euure trip. !lie 
.oOUll:alated adno. aDd HaJfd:A1ied coaMIl~ of tb8ae bewildered the oap'taia, who .topped 
h1a boat. aDd wai"ted ~ arrival ot the prepeller IICAeaap.aDI, two Jdlea .. tern ot 
us, altbcnJglJ. the 'boata .. re tut l.earins the eutter at tM tw. !he pro~ller fiDtLU7 
tOOK the lead, and .hor\l7 an.nard tm cu.tt.r .. 1D naaea. 

!here 'bail2g no turtber •••• 4ADaer e:aeptiras fro. .1IIll an., we bead.d tor tM 
boats aDd. .uoceed.d in _p~ the oaptaiD, .eooDd etticer aDd entire erft. ADDe_d I 
haDd 1'OU the U.t .t their DaM.. . 

lroII • aan plokeel up in 0_ ot tM .Iiall b4tata wh1_ lett the enter, .. learMel 
that the '_GODar -!roher', 1.-17 • prl. to tM '!a00Di7' .. 'b1t ... hart at.tanoe to 
the ... twaN. .. i1lll8d1ate17 .tarted in pul'IIUit, _d .he ... brought to pit a lUll "tr 
the Mtte17. We took tr. her 3 of the erew ot the "taooMrr, ad a a •••• l.ateq eaptuNc!. 

!he -&roher", I UDd.ratand, was arJIOd and equipped fro. tM "!aoaDe7J but or that 
I oaaot 8pIiak ,..itiyelt, .. she .. tabn in charge 1'7 the ».PUt7 Colle.tor of the Part 
and tabn to Po.rtlua. 

With retv .... to the _n imder WI7 Ghar., I 1IU8t •• that altbOQch not .~ed 
to aq WI'7 iwiMJlt dan.r, ... oon ... the tire 11M opeae4 llJ*l U the7 _:1tUtecl 
ooobe •• aad .ete!'ld.Dation, 'aDd I ba.ft no doubt, had ~ Mell oall.ci :«POll to ~ a 
.ore actift part, woulcl haft cOJ1f':1rMd the· taT .... bl.. lapre •• ion thaT _de 1IpOIl _. lor 
the OODduct ot tho.. .erri.Bc with the p1 .... , I be, to reter 7o.u t. the onol ... a "pet 
of Lt .Ooll~, who w .. p1a0e4 1aaed1ate17 :1D char ... 

I bfn the hon .. to be, T~ re.pecttall.7, yaur olaocl1ent aernnt 
1.P.d ... , Captain, 17th IntaDtl'7,V.S.b:a7, CoaaDd1Dg Detaob-nt. 

to jor G .... L • .lDdro'wa, 
17th Intantl7, U.S.An,y, O ... D4iJJg hilt. 

Lilt of Pris .. ra. C.W.Reed, C~J I.H.Bron, 2D4 Ott1.oerJ I.E.D1ll1p1, )lUter" 
ate, JI.B.Pqde, luter' ... teJ J.'.lIatbaWlGll, ... ter'. to, aDd 20 ae8llOl'l. 
Albert J.B1hMr «Dd Wr1dge fltcoalt, t1she.rMn on bouc1 the cutter &lid the -.&.reber'," 
prlsoDl1"a ot tm orow. 

Report of Lt.Edward Collina, 17th U.S.lntaatrT. 
J'ort Prebl., fda.iDe, lww 28, 1863. 

Sir I I baft the honor to report that, in puftuance to ordera, I took a detachasnt or 2 
non-COJaiaaloned ottice1"ll aDd 8 aen ot the 1t.PeI'1D8D.ent Party" or the 17th Intantry at tbJ.a 
poat, with one 6-p0u.n4er field pi • .,. ad OM 12-pounder horit .. r, with a good aupplT ot 
.hot aDd ahell, and .. nt em board the ateaaer ")'oreat CiV' in puraui t or the revenue 
cutter "Caleb Cuahtnglt, at about 10 a.a. ,.atercla7, the cutter hav1Dg be.n a.i .. d the 
night before b7 the crew of the "TaCO_Til. 

We c ... within range or her 32-poundor abollt 15 .u.. outsid •• f the llghthou., 
when 8be opened ftre, with .olid .hot, sey.ral COIlillg wrr near, but nOM hitting WI. 

The a8llter or WI' boat .. umrUHDg to riak her &.10" nearer; 118 Gould not ecmtroJ. 
her aOTe_nta J and had to wa1 t tor another steaaer, the "Che •• peaD I, when .. at&rtecl to 
run her clown. Se.ing this llOftaent, the rebela aet tire to the cutter and took to their 
boats. 

I d1 not return the fire of the outter .. w:r pie ... re too li ht :t that cU .. -
tanoe and I did not 1r18h to .how their • all .i .. , preterring to fire on her decks at the 
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In th private notebook of Lt .C.W.Beed, Confederat States Navy; Irina as ' foil'('JW t 
ffThe latest news from Yankeedom te11stt8 that there are over 20 gunboats in search 

'Of u. . They have the description of the ! aconey, and verhaul every vessel that resemble. -,­
her . During the night we transterred all our things item board the schooner Aroher . At 2 am. 
we set tire to the raconey, and stood West. The schoon r Archer is a fishing vessel at 
90 tone, ails well, and is easily handled . Ne Yankee gunboat would eve~ dream of sus­
pecting us . I therefor think that we wUl dedge our pUl'8.1l8r. tor a short tim,e. It is 
my intention to go aleng the ooast, with a vie ... 'Of burning the sh1pping i~ so expolled 
harbor, or cutting out a steamer. -

!he above appears to have been writ.ten since the night 'Of Jun 24. The schooner 
taken toda~ is the Archer, of Southport. 

., G.L.Andrews, jor, 17th Infantry, C man;rlill8 Poet • 

.... ----,. .- ...... --... 

(telegram) Portland, Maine. 

Hon.Salmon F.Chas , S cretary of the Treasuryl 
The partr which cut out the cutter Cushing were part of the crew ot the bark 

'Iacona,., which vessel,. as appears from her log book, in my possession, that burne 
J~ 25, ' and transferred her armament to the schooner Archer, which we have captured and 
stripped . ' . 

They intended to burn the two gunboats her > transter the !rebel" s ermement to 
the cutter, and burn and destroy on the coast of l~aine. The men are in Fort Preble , 
und r guard, but 1 would recommend their oommitment te Portland jail. . 

Lt.C.W.Reed, of the Confederate Navy, \Tas in cOllUll81ld of the ;men, and is a prisoner . 
J.Jewett, Collector. 

-------- --~~--~ 

Series 2, Vol .6. (telegram) 

Co1.Diviick, Fort Varren, Boston. 
It the rebel pirates taken at Portland should ba sent to you for safekeeping 

you will take them in charge and have the securely kept until further orders. 
E. [.Stanton, Seoretar;yot War. 

(telegram) Waahington,D.O. July 6,1863. 

Co1.Andrews, Commanding Fort Preble, Portland, Maine . 
Iou will please detain in your eustody' the rebel prisoners, until t'urther orders, 

for the purpose of affording an opportunity to identifY some of them. 
. E •. • Stanton, Secretary of ar. 

--------- -~------~ 

(telegram) Fort Preble, Maine 7- 7-63 

Bon.E . .Stanton: 
I cantguard the rebel prisoners s curely. The accommodations for so many are 

too small . Three are now sick with typhoid fever and others are threatened . 
G. L • Andrews , Maj or, 17th Ini'ant17, Commanding Post . 

War Department,Washlngton,D. C. 10- 7-63 

Hon~E .M.Stantont Secretary of War: 



r . 

-

Sir: The f'ollOldng prisoners were a part of' the crew of the pirate ships Florida and ' 
Tacony ho went into Poril.8.nd Harbor and seized the revenue cutter and wer ptured. 
(The list 1s o1l1Jlitted :from the Of'ficial Records). 

All these prisoners swear that they did not knOW' the piratical character of the 
vessel when thaT shipped and had no chance of e8 pe afterward. rhey capt1l1'8d and burned 
about 38 vessels whUe in the pirate service. Wilton and La •• on want to take the oath 
of' anegiance and eulist in the U.S • Service • These prisoners .hould not be discharged 
or exchanged. . 

. L. C. Turner, Judge Advocate. 

--------~ ---.---. 
Confederate States of erica, . ar Department, Richmond, Va" 

December 19, lS63. 

B,ic. Gen.S.A.Meredith, Agent of Exchallge: 

S1r: 

Authentic intormation bas been ........... communicated to our authorit7 
that Bobert lIuD.t, 'l'homas Butters, and Francis Traner, seamen, captured on board the 
'laconey, under the command of Lt.Chas •• Reed, Confederate States Navy, are now 
confined in the Portland jail. I will thank you to inform ae why these men are se­
parated from the rest ot the crew and ••• !c whether they ar treated as prisoners of' 
w&f. 

Respectfully, etc. 
R.O.OUld, 

Agent for Exchange. 


