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J. DAVID BAKER
3909N0RTH DEL,\WAR!-: STREET
INDIANAPOLIS! 5, INDIANA

i February 22, 1953.
Dear Stan:

Since it seems that Hugh énd I are not going to get to
Cincinnati in the near futuré, I am enclosing a lot of 1¢
imperforate and perforate toéoe plated., In some instances
they have been plated, but Iiwish for you to check the
plating. :

I am starting on the long%road of remcunting my United
Statés stamps. I heve never éared'to do ahy plating'for
the sake of plating, but I h#ve learned that interesting
stories do develope from your material after it has opeen '
plated. ] : ‘

I may find that there ar":cortain items which migbt addt;"
Right now I am looking for a3 capy of 53L2 lmyerfordte
showing the crack. I am told thit there are juat three
copies now nela in two collections. Is this correct9 I hiV%‘
good copies OI all the other btamys whieh comprise the b
big crack,

Included on the same card as the éingle*with»the Cinein-
nati cancel on the top row isia single stamp. Wnat is it?
a proof or a reprint? !

Thanks for your assistancé;ﬁéend me your bill when you’
return the stamps. i

Sincenely,

ot




Feb. 27, 1953.

Mr. J. David Baker,
3909 North Delaware St.,
Indianapolis, Ind.

Dear Dave:

I am in receipt of yours of the 22nd with the 1l¢ 1851-1857 material. It
is impossible to plate many copies of the 1¢ 1851-1857, for example, imperfs from
Plate 3, of the Type V. To the specialist in the One Cent, the important feature
is the type and plste, rather than the actual plate position. The latter is only
of interest to the advanced specialist who is interested in plate reconstruction.
0f course, there are many desirable plate positions to include in a well-rounded-
out collection, such as the 3312 that you mentioned as well es many other out-
standing plate varieties such as the Inverted Transfers, etc., etc. I couldn't
plate all the various single items that you sent me and, of course, no living per-
son could do such a job. It is nice to be given credit for being able to plate
everything in the One Cent stamp but it is also regrettable that collectors who
have never done any plste reconstruction work have so 1little apprecistion of how
very difficult the work really is. The fact that so very few get into it is per-
haps because it is no child's play.

All this could have been put in fewer words but what I have been trying to
state is this - I will go over your material very carefully and give you the in-
formation thet I think will be most appropriate in properly displaying your items.
Wherever I think a piece should be plated I will do so.

I trust the above will meet with your approval.

Copies of 33L2 showing the extension of the crack are very scsrce, both im-
perf and perf but I doubt if only three copies of the imperf are known. I have no
recollection of ever making such a statement and if anyone is better informed on
the Yne Cent than I am, he is unknown to me. The crack did not extend down into 33
from 7?3 until very late in the life of the plate, so it is understandable why the
33L2 crack is scaree. It never did get very far and the chances are the variety
would be very easily overlooked. I don't doubt thet there are copies in collectimns
and unknown to owners.

¥With best wishes =

Cordially yours,



.
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March 3, 1953,

Mr. J. David Baker,

3909 North Delaware Sp..

Indianapolis, Ind,

Dear lave:

I am enclosing herewith the eleven coverq.oontuined gn yours
of the ?2nd. You will find memos with each covoi. My fee for ;lasnirying
these is $10.00.

I will finish up on the off cover material in the next few
days.

My kindest regards -

Sincerely yours,



-~

s

March 12, 1953.

Mr, J. David Beker,
33909 North Delaware St.,

Indianapolis, Ind.
Dear Dave:

Under separate cover, 1 am sending to you via registered
mail your l¢ 1851-57 off cover material. I note that you have quite
a few nice items, and I was especially pleased to see tle Plate 4 -
Type IC - 1857. This is indeed a very rare stamp. You will note

that 4+ plated quite a few of the items. Please don't get the im-

pression that this is any attempt at mounting but rather an arrangement

of the various items in a manner that will probably assist you in re-
mounting your collection.
My fee for this work is $50.00.

With best wishes =

Cordially yours,



J. DAVID BAKER
3902 NORTH DELAWARE STREET
INDIANAPOLIS 5, INDIANA

March 14, 1953.

Dear Stanley:

1 nhave received ail the packages of covers and off cover
1¢ '51 - '57 items which you returned to me. I very much
aygreciate the way you have writien them up. It really
will be ahelp in mounting.

I did not mean that there were only three 33 Plate 2
crack known. I only know that there are three copies in
two New York collections. I am hopeful of someday finding
this elusive item, I havé a copy of this perforated,
but not imperforate.

Enclosed is my check for $60 if I understood correctly
that your charge was $10 plus $50.

Are you going to go over to Louisvilée for the Tri-State
show April 10th to 12th? I am showing my Provisionals
and 1847 covers. Also I am goiving a talk on domestic
postal rates illustrating with slides jof items in my
collection. (I probably shouldn't teii you about this.
as this is my first attempt to explain rates).

Sincerely,

oA



March 17, 1953,

Mr, J. David Beker,
3902 North Delaware Street,
Indianapolis, Ind.

Dear Dave:

Thanks very much for yours of the l4th with &uk
for $60.,00, which was cuite correct. i

i am wondering if you were fully aware of the
rarity of' the large size l¢ 1857 Type IA? Would you
mind if I made special mention of this stamp in a future
issue of my "Service?"

I will bear you in mind in case I can hy hands on
a 33L2 imperf, !

He = the Tri-State S8how at Louisville next month,
I doubt if I will be able to attend as I may have to go
down to Chorleston, ©.C, &t about that time.

I note that you picked a very interesting subject
to talk about and I wish that I could be present to hear it.

With best wishes - ‘
Cordially yours,
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THE GONPRDERATE NAVAL DESCENT ON PORTLAND HARBOR, MAINE, JUNE 26-27,1863.
Official m of the Union and Confederate Armies, Series 1, Vol.27, part 2, page 801.
No.l.
Report of Major George L.Andrews, 17th U.S.Infantry.
Headquarters, Fort Preble, Mainme, June 29,1863.

Major; I have the honor to report that, about 8 a.m., on the 27th inst., I received mmimmm
notice that the revenue cutter "Caleb Cushing" had been @ptured during the night previous,
and that the steamer"Forest City" would report to me for men and armament. I therefore
mw&m Prime, 17th Infantry, with his men, and lst Lt.Edward Collins,
17th Infantry, with a detachment of the "Permanent Party] together with one six-pounder
mnm-ﬂmmmhuitm,tohplmdmbaﬁthstow I also
furnished 40 muskets to the citizens who were on board,

kMdﬂnom&tm,Ihglcmtonhrmtothmmpuﬂ.u
reports of Captein Prime end Lieut.Collins.

Ivnlinloshﬁp that ut.x.t.r.x.cm,muumueapm m.-'.

ourn: ormnmmtl during the pntuxum; lll.*b.ﬂl
n hy several m,'ﬁn June 7,1863, P.Dillen & Co.,Was n County, Texas,
&m; June 12',1“3, schooner "Kate Stewart", $7,000; June 12,1863, brig "Arabella®,
000; June 20,1863, ship "Isaac Webb", SI.0,000; amounting to $92,500, and all ptythlo
after "the ratification of a treaty of peace between the United States and the
Confederate States of America"; also a few other papers of little value, all of which I
hold subjeet to your instruetions,

The schooner "Archer" and all that wes on board of her, together with the log-
book, are now in the custody of the Collector of the Port, where I let them remain, think-
ing it c%thnuntodou,nthrthminmmthomumtwhiehmnmta
in Portland.

You can forn but a faint idea of the excitement now existing lmg the citizens
of Portland and viecinity. Rumor follows rumor in rapid succession; and just before day-
1ight this morning, some one from the viecinity of the post went to the city with a fresh
rumor, which set the whole city in a fermemt. The bells were rung andmsn, women and
children soon filled the streets, and were rushing hither and thither in aimless fright.

I would respectfully suggest that the prisoners be sent from here as quietly
andupolltioulyuponihlouldo not think it safe for them to be placed in the cus~-

and while the present excitement continues, I feel obliged to mount
one half my force are on duty every night.
ot the garrison, and the laber of mounting and dismount-

8

§
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Respectfully lnh:l.tud, Gaorgo L.Andrews, Major, 17th Infentry, Commdg.Post.
To major C.T.Christensen,

Assistant Adjutent General, Depariment of the Bast, New York City.

S P e —

Report of Captain Nethaniel Prime, 17th U.S.Infantry

Fort Preble, Maine, June 27, 1863.
Mejor:s I have the honor to make the following report of the part I took in the ecapture
of the crew of the brig "Teconey®.



D N

Agreeably to your orders, I left Fort Preble on the steamer "Forest City" about
10 o'clock this morning, accompanied by Lt.E.Collins and Lt.F.E.Crosman, with 28 men, ar-
‘t::k a.::ilt;quippod as Infantry, and 10 men for the service of the two field pieces which we

us.

Shertly after passing the light house, the revemue cutter "Caleb Cushing" was dis-
covered about 15 miles to leeward. We immediately headed for her. Whem within about tweo
oy y ®he opened fire upon us from 2 32-podnder, most of the shots falling short; ome

us.

Ircmttonytlutlmmumwinnuﬁhmluﬂuymnntﬁu
déctated; the steamer was filled with eitizens, without any knowledge of the responsibili-
ties of the situation, and who apparently had left the harbor for a pleasure trip. The
accumulated advice and m;uma comments of these bewildered the captain, who stopped
hhbutmdvdtodthomivnlorthopoponor "Chesapeake", some two miles astern of
us , ‘although the boats were fast leaving the cutter at the til-. The propeller finally
took the lead, and shortly afterward the cutter was in flames,

There being no further damagx danger exeepting from small arms, we headed for the
boats and succeeded in capturing the captain, second officer and entire aru. Annexed I
hand you the 1ist of their names.

From 2 man picked up in one of the small boats which left the cutter, we learned
thutmmunhr "Archer®, lately & prize to the "Taconey) was but & short distance to

the eastward. We muatol.y started in pursuit, and she was brought to put a gun from
the battery. We took from her 3 of the crew of the "Taconey", and a seaman lately
. mw,xmm,mmaamqummmwm.fmt
I cennot speéak positively, uah-wtlhnind:ugobythbmtrcouutworthcm
and teken to Portland, .

With reference to the men under my charge, I must say mtalthmdanctupuod
to eny very imminent danger, as soon as the fire was opened upon us they menifested
coolness and determination, and I have no doubt, had they been called upon to take a
more active part, would have confirmed the feverable impression they made upon me. For
the conduct of those serving with the pieces, I beg to refer you to the enclosed report
of Lt.Collins, who was placed immediately in charge.

I hgve the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant

N.Prime, Captain, 17th Infantry,U.S.Army, Commanding Detachment.
To Major Mgo L. Andrews,
17th Infantry, U.S.Army, Commanding Post.

List of Prisomers: C.W.Reed, Captain; E.H.Brown, 2nd Officer; J.E.Dillips, Mester's
Mate; N.B,Pryde, Mester's lMate; J.W.Mathewson, Master's Mate; and 20 seamen.

Albert J.Bibber and Eldridge Titcomb, fishermen on board the cutter and the "Archer",as
prisoners of the crew.

.°'3 m-—

Ropm of Lt.Edward Collins, 17th U.S.Infaktry.

Fort Preble, iMaine, June 28, 1863,
S8ir: I have the honor to report that, in pursuance to orders, I took-d-tachmnt of 2
non-commissioned officers and & men of the "Permanent Party" of the 17th Infentry at this
post, with one 6-pounder field piece amd one l2-pounder howitzer, with a good supply of
shot and shell, and went on board the steamer "Forest City} in pursuit of the revenue
cutter "Caleb Cushing", at about 10 a.m. yesterday, the cutter having been seized the
night before by the crew of the "Taconey".

We came within renge of her 32-pounder about 15 miles outside of the lighthouse,
when she opened fire, with solid shet, several coming very near, but nome hitting us.

The mester of our boat wes unwilling to risk her any nearer; we could not comtrol
her movements; and had to wait for another steamer, the "Chesapeake", when we started to
run her down. Seeing this movement, the rebels set fire to the cutt.or and took to their
boats.

I did not return the fire of the cutter as my pieces were too light at that dis-
tance and I did not wish to show their smell size, preferring to fire on her decks at the
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moment of boerding, nor did I fiew on the beats, as it was impessible to distinguish the

rebels from the priseoners in their hands, They were accordingly all received as prisoners.

We then stood for 2 small fishing schooner, which proved te be the "Archer! of Southpert.
I fired a shot across her bows, and pointed another directly at her, when she luffed up
and surrendered,

I em gratified to say that my men were perfectly cool under fire, and would, no
doubt, in a more serious engagement, have acquitted themselves with eredit.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant

Edward Collins, 1st.Lt.,17th Infantry,Aeting Artillery Officer,

To Captain N,Prime,

17th Infantry.

Series 3, Vol.3, page 421.

(telegram) 6-27-63 for Stanten to Coburn, authorizing the erganigation of a ceap-w of
volunteers to guard prisoners of war at Fart Preble, Maine, (See Series I,Vol.27,part 3,

Pe

Series I, Vol.27, part 3, pages 368-9.

(telegram) 3 mdm 3 Fort mm,‘m, 6-27-63

T Received 3:30 PM
Hon.E.M.Stanton, Secretary of War,
I have in confinement 2 officers and 23 men, being the party who eaptured the
revenue eutter Caleb Cushing last night. My force is tuanutogwdtb: I await
instructions.

Gaorgo L.Andrews, NMajor, 17th Inftntry, m Post.

(telegranm) Wer Department, 6-27-63 6:20 PM

Maj.George L.Andrews, Fort Prebls, Portlmd Ne.
Call upon the city authorities to ro.in 2 volunteer guard for the immediate
igency. As the Governor of Maine is at Portland, apply to him to raise a sufficient
force for temporary guard duty until arrangements can be made to transfer them to Fort
Warren. In the meantime, place them in irons, and at every hagard, prevent their escape,
Send me the Governor's address.
E.M.Stanllon, Secretary of War.

- - - -t e e e

(telegram) War Department, 6-27-63  10:15 FPM

Governor Coburn, Augusta, Maine.

It is ropm-tod to this Department by Col.George L.Andrews, Commandant at Fort
Preble, that his foree is not sufficient to guard the rebel pirates that cut out the
Caleb Cushing, wim You will please organize a company of volunteers for temporary duty
until the pirates can be t2ken to Fort Werren, or otherwise disposed of, unless it is
already done by the authorities of Portland, upen whom Col.Andrews was, in your absence,
directed to e¢all,

E.l.Stanton, Seeretary of War.

Headquerters, Fort Preble, Me.  6-27-63.
Hon. E.l.smm‘




In the private notebook of Lt.C,W.Reed, Confederate States Navy, I find as followss

"The latest news from Yankesdom tellsus that there are over 20 gunboats in search
of us. They have the description of the Paconey, and overhaul every vessel that resembles
her, During the night we transferred all our things ion board the schooner Archer. At 2 am,
we set fire to the Taconey, and stood West., The schooner Archer is a fishing vessel of
90 tons, sails well, and is easily handled. No Yenkee gunboat would every dream of sus-
pecting us, I therefore think thet we will dedge owr pursmers for & short time. It is
my intention to go along the coast, with 2 view of burning the shipping in some exposed
harbor, or cutting out & steamer.® i

The above appears to have been written since the night of June 24. Thes schooner
taken today is the Archer, of Southport.

G.L.Andrews, Mejor, 17th Infantry, Comménding Pest.

(telegram) Portland, Maine.  6-27-63 9340 PN

Hon.Salmon P.Chase, Secretary of the Treasurys
~ The party which cut out the cutter Cushing were part of the crew of the bark

Taconey, which vessel,im as appears from her log book, in my possession, that burned
June 25, and transferred her armement to the schooner Archer, which we have captured and
stripped.

They intended to burn the two gunboats here, trensfer the Archer's ermement to
the cutter, snd burn and destroy on the coast of Weine, The men are in Fort Preble,
under guerd, but I would recommend their commitment to Portland jail,

Lt.C.W.Reed, of the Confederate Navy, was in command of the men, end is & prisoner,

J.Jewett, Collector.

Series 2, Vol.6. (telegram) War Department, Washington, 6-29-63.

Col.Dimick, Fort Warren, Boston.
If the rebel pirates taken at Portland should be sent to you for safekeeping
you will take them in charge and have them securely kept unfill further orders,
E.u.Stanton, Seeretary of War.

- - -

(telegram) Washington,D.C, July 6,1863.

Gol.Andrews, Commanding Fort Preble, Portland, Maine.
You will please detain in your custody the rebel prisoners,until further orders,
for the purpose of affording an opportunity to identify some of them.
E.l,Stenton, Seeretary of War.

(telegram) Fort Preble, Meaine 7-7-63
Hon.E.M.Stanton:
I cantguard the rebel prisoners securely., The accommodations for so many are

too small., Three are now sick with typhoid fever and others are threatened.
G.L.Andrews, Mejor, 17th Infentry, Commanding Post.,

- -

Wer Department,Washington,D.C, 10-7-63
Hon.E,M.Stanton, Seeretary of War:
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Sh': 'rh- rollum prisoners were a ptrt of the erew of the pirate ships Florida and
Tacony who went into Portland Harbor and seized the revenue cutter and were eaptured.
(The list is ommitted from the Offieial Rocom)

Al]l these prisoners swear that they did not know the piratical character of the
vessel when they shipped and had no chance of escape afterward. They captured and burned
about 38 vessels while in the pirate service. Wilton and Lawson want te take the oath
of allegiance and enlist in the U.S.Service. These prisoners should not be discharged
or exchanged. P ’ : :

. - L.G.Turner, Judge Advoecate.

Gonfedorato States of Aurict, War Department, Richmond, Va.,
December 19, 1863.

Bpig. Gen.S.A,Meredith, Agent of Exchange:
7ot ot

Authentie information hes been mmmerkwmmboin m«m to our authority
that Robert Humt, Thomas Butters, snd Frameis Traner, seamen, captured on board the
- Taconey, under the command of Lt.ﬁn +W.Reed, Qonfodouu States Navy, are now
 eonfined in the Portland jail, I will thank you to inform me why these men are se-
perated from the rest of the crew and mimek whether they are treated as prisoners of

war.

Respectfully, ete.
Agent for Exchange.



