





































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































March 14, 1952.

Mr. J. David Baker,
3902 North Delaware St.,

Indianapolis, Ind.
Dear Dave:

Herewith the Texas cover as per yours of the llth, I made two
negatives by ultra violet but haven't had time to make any prints., One
of the negatives appears to confirm a pen removed line which ran from the
lock of hair on right side of face through the lip down into the neckband
under the chin., I will be able to be more positive after I have made the
prints.

Thanks for the check - prints will follow.

The name of the post @ffice was "HOLLANDALE" in Grimes County -
I found it listed in an 1863 1ist of Post Offices, There was no such an
office in the 1859 1ist, so evidently it became an office in 1860 or 1861 -
probably this use was May 1861 which explains why the letter fequired 10¢.

I enclose a tracy that I msde up. A

With regards -

Cordiélly yours,

Lt




Mareh 16, 1952.

Mr., J. David Baker,

3902 North Lelaware St.,

Indianapolis, Ind.
Dear Dave:
Re - vour Langton cover with the Humboldt stamp, I
will heve prints “or you next week. I1s it your understanding that
UN‘QUg? LA

this cover ic I am wondering if you would have any ob-
jection if I'mentioned the cover in one of my Service lIssues and
furnished a photo-print? I will not mention your name and will
send you & copy of my remarks regarding it before use.

Sinecerely yours,



J. DAVID BAKER
3902 NORTH DELAWARE STREET
INDIANAPOLIS 5, INDIANA

March 30, 1352.
Dear Stan:

Sorry I nave taken so long to reply to the approval
selection you sent me. I am ta:.ing both covers relating _
to General Denver, They will tell an interesting story.

Tuank you for forwarding the prints of the Langton
and Hollandale covers. Hollandale is in Grimes county
not toc far from Huston. I have peen trying to picture
how this cover might have reached the route of the
Ooverland Mail. It migat have been ta ken up the Riﬁer '
to Fort Belnap. Or it might have Deen taken across to
San Antonio where a regular mail route would have taken
it to El Paso where it would connect witih toe soutiern
Overland.

I believe that this cover is posted in May 1860, be-
cause the scuthern route was discontinued in April 1861
to be moved to the Central Route.
Enclosed is the check for $42.50 for the Denver covers.
Sincerely,

J et

o

o
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Telephone
Ypsilanti, Michigan
5065 -- 2287

Electro-Arc Manufacturing Company
BOX 448
ANN ARBOR, MICHIGAN

Feb. 22, 1952.

Dear Stan,

Enclosed find check for §7.50 covering the one Depreciated
cover. I have several that practically duplicate the ones you sent.
These are nice items. Jack was over to the house and said he took
one you sent him. Havent seen Hutch, so dont know what he hes done.
Why not send Charles Shierson some. Might get him interested.

I bought that Calif. cover with 16¢ in stemps from Jack.
Am still intrigued about it. Why all this morey in stamps. Perhaps
we have not arrived at the correct answer yete.

One of the maein reasons I did not take that combination
cover from Cenada is the fact I have two of these covers bought
from you and also the fact that as Ad. Harris told me, never try
to corner a stamp item market, since it discourages others to obtain
these items. I think a spreading of covers of this type is healthy.
So dont be too harsh on me. I think you will agree that a diversification
of important covers is justified. I had no animosity as to the
original price and certainly no reflection on your judgement.

I am enclosing three covers that I thought might interest
youe l. ==5¢ 1847 stamp used from Charlestown, S.C. and addressed tg
Covington, Geo. Note the 10 in the town marking. Did they have a "5
marking or could this be a double rate with 5¢ in cash? I have checked
this cover carefully under the microscope snd fine no indication of
another stamp. No. 2--=- A 30¢ to Singapoee with a red manuseript "20!
Cover Br. pkt. Is this 10¢ charge by us for letters to countries we
had no tre:ty with. Note the unusual (to me) per overland meil via
"Uglle" Ceylon. This eppesrs to me unusual in the routing. What do
you know about it. No. 3---33¢ rate via French to Italy. How come
only 18¢ credit. Is this en overpaid cover. We could only collect
9¢ per 1/40z. since the cover went Am. Pkt. Would aporeciate any
comments you might have on these covers.

Best of wishes to all.

Sincerely

i



i

Feb. 27, 1952,

v

Mr. Harold W, Stark,
P.05:Box 288.
Ann Arbor, Mich.

-

7"{Dear Harold:

Thanks for yours of the 22nd with check for $7.50 and return of the other
 two "D.P." covers, ‘

Regarding the three covers that you enclosed and which I return herewith;

~ No., 1 - 5¢ 1847, Charleston, S.C. to Covington, Ga. I am eof the opinion that this was
"~ a single rate and that the "10" stamper was used thru error and merely as a cancela=-
~ tion. I do not believe that it was intended to indicate a 10¢ rate only half paid.

1 am enclosing six stampless covers with Charleston markings but none of these have a

. slanting "5" and line above similar to the familiar "10" type on your cover, but I
. think I heve seen such examples. The six covers herewith are interesting and I
- thought you would like to see them. You can return them at your conveniencs.

- No. 2 - 30¢ to Singapore. I never heard of the routing "Via Galle - Ceylon" and do

not believe that it had anything to do with the rate. Galle is a seaport on the S.W.
tip of the Island of Ceylon, south of Cclombo, I imagine that British mail ships to
India and Singapore made it a Port of Call, I think this was sent "Via Southampton® -
the rate on which was 33¢ per £ ounce - New York should have marked it "SHORT PAID"

. and rated it as totally unpaid - Instead they permitted it to go thru and credited

G.B. with 28¢., I believe the red pen credit is "28" rather than "20," There might

. have been a 3¢ astamp on front or back but I ses no present trace of it. Among your

govers you surely have a "28" credit which was penned like this. This letter left

~ New York on the 7%h of July by British Packet - The British marking is the 17th and

fé the, sailing by "Via Southampton" was the 20th. At least I suppose the monthly sailings
i at that time Via Southampton were the 4th and 20th,

In 1857 there was a rate of 30¢ per « ounce by French mail, so it is possible

':; that the writer intended it to go via that Route., Had this gone "Via Merseilles" or

"Via French Mail" there would have been Prench transit markings - there was none, If
my solution is correct, then this is a most unusual cover, viz., a short pey which was
permmitted tc go thru as fully paid. (I am coing on the theory there was no 3¢ stamp on
front or back). Thore was no rate of 30¢ with a2 eredit of 20¢ - My lamp faids to show
any trace of a missing stamp.

Nos 3 - Showing 33¢ to "ITALIA." Many of these darn Italian covers are a pein
im the neck because it is sometimes hard to make out the destinations. The chap who
addressed this one must have been very ignorant so it is pessible paid too much postage.
Suppose we go after it in this way - that French merking is very scarce and I have seen
less than half a dozen - I doubt if you have one on any cover in your collection. It
reads, "ET - UNIS - SERV - AM - A,C." This meant that the U, S. share of the rate was
9¢ per 4 ounce. If we kept 9¢ and creditdd 18¢ then the actual rate must have been 27¢
and that is exactly what the rate was to = number of the Italian States in 1859. For
example, "Roman or Papal States - 27¢ per % 0z. - 547 per # oz, - "by French Mail" - and
this letter surely went by French Mail. I thought at first that there must have been
another stamp alongside the 3¢ but I think this was simbly an overpaid 27¢ rate as above.
Too bad the back stamps are all smeared up. i




#2. My, Harold W, Stark - Feb. 27, 1952.

Re - that 16¢ California cover. I do not zgree that there is
anything significant about the rate.

One more word on the Italian cover - The 27¢ rate meant 12¢ more

per % 0z. than a rate to France, hence France was entitled to 6¢ plus 12¢
or 18¢.

I made photos of covers "2" and "3" in case you wish to refer to
them again. :

With best wishes = ?.,.ﬁ ; .

Cordially yours,
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Telephone
Ypsilanti, Michigan
5065 -- 2287

Electro-Arc Manufacturing Company

BOX 448
ANN ARBOR, MICHIGAN

Feb. 26, 1952.

Dear Stan,

Just ran across a couple of covers I thought might
interest you.

Cover to Berlin with the Paid "30". The New York marking
with the 7 credit appears to me to be the type used in the '60s.
The Boston marking on the back has & error in th:t they used
Feb. instead of March. If I am right on the usage in the 1860's
( I judge the 1865-1867) than this is one of those stampless
covers thet went out due to lack of stamps. What particularly
interests me is the manuscript merking in the lower left corner-=--
"Franco. Pd. 65. Perhens stretching & point---could this by
eny chence be a Depreciated currency cover going the onposite
direection. I personally dont think so, but as usual I do not know
enough about these matters as you do.

The other cover is an early Registered cover from Dresden,
Germary into the U.S. If paid at source, why the red N.Y. "30"
Am. Pkt. It went thru Englend and there evident picked up by our
boet. The yeer dete is 1855 in the Dresden marking. It appears to
me the Prussian closed mail could keep the 5¢ registry fee plus
7¢ end that the New York marking should then be black "23". How
do you figure this one out.

Business has easied off a bit so I have some time for
covers again.

Jack was at the house last night and he sure is going
into covers. Why dont you send him some, if you have any. Am
sure he would be pleased.

Best of wishes.

]




March 1, 1952,

Mr., Harold W. Stark,
" Po. O, Box 288,
Ann Arbor, Mich,

Dear Harold:

Herewith the two covenai as per yours of the 26th. You raised an
interesting question, that is, Depreciated Currency covérs going abroad.
I never heard of that point being raised before and I doubt if the
Y,0.D., charged any premium. I have never run across any P.0.D. order
to that effect. Surely the Government did not demand specie for postage
stamps, nor was specie demanded in payment for postage currency fractional
pleces - that is, so far as I know. I have no idea what the "PD65% refers
to on the Plymouth cover. This cover went by Prussian Closed Mail - (P.C.M.) -
and you will recall that the rate was 30¢ unpaid, or 28¢ paid, after Septem— ¢
ber 1861l. ©See page 33 of my Service. Therefore, I assume that your cover
was used before Sept. 1861, otherwise the rate would have been 28¢ paid.
There was no premium on gold in March 1861 (date of your cover). I am won-
dering if the "65" referred to a P.0.Box at Plymouth, In other words, "Charge
to Box 65." This seems to be the logical solution. This is certainly a
pretty little cover. The amall "Aachen" on the back seems to indicate an
early use - perhaps about 1854,

Hegarding the other cover. I made a photo of this and with it I photoed
a memo which I enclose. ;

Re = early registered to Prussia - Also see page 33 of my Service.
This cover was earlier than the signing of the articles at Berlin. You will
find the "Additional Articles on Registration" to the U.S.-Prussian Treaty
in the 1855 P.M.G. Report. The large "Aachen" marking should have had "25"-
the credit to the U.,S. - I enclose a photo-print of a similar cover used in
1859. The New York marking meant that 30¢ had been paid at Dresden. This
was customary. Where was the "Crown-Registered" marking applied? My guess is
at "Aachen" - do you agree? I don't know the meaning of the foreign "CHARGE" -
do you? (Must be German). Note the manuseript "N.Y, No. 456." I wonder if
this refers to the total number of regisyered letters from Prussia since the
new articles went into effect? Mail Via P,C.M. went to and from Aachen and
New York in sealed bags. Remember - on paid in the U,S. we credited Prussia 7¢ -
on paid in Prussia, they credited us 25¢ - See my Service Issue No. 6.

I am gled that Jack is going in for covers but it is a pain to offer
him anything. He has to consult a dozen different péople before he can make
{ip his mind on what he should buy - not what he wants - but what he should acquife.
If you can make accover collector out of him you will have accomplished a wonder-
ful job. More power to you.

With all good wishes =- Cordially yours,
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March 2, 1952.

To whom it may concern:

Regardihg cover, folded letter with a U. S. 5¢ 1887, single
on a cover postmarked "Montgomery, Ala. = Jul 18" and addressed
to John A, Graham, Esq. - Roekford, Coosa County, Ala. - Letter
inside dated July 18, 1850 - Stamp canceled with a blue grid - seven
bars.

On the back of this cover is a pencil notation

1850 ,
Worn Plate - Orange Shhde

My opinion has been requested on the above.

The stamp is positively not the orange color and never wes,
but rether a badly faded copy of the reddish brown - The stamp is not
from a wern plate but a print from the dirty condition of the plate.
The pencil memorandum was evidently not mede by anyone with any
knowledge of the 5¢ 1847 as it is absurd to class this as an
"Orange shade,."




EZRA D. COLE
Rare Postage Stamps

NYACK . NEW YORK

Commissions . Appraisals

TELEPHONE NYACK 7-0964

February 29th, 1952

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook,
33 N, Fort Thomas Avenue,
Fort Thomas, Kentucky.

Dear Stan:

If possible please try to answer this letter
promptly, for I am trying to do a favor for a friend
of both yours and mine.

———

Please also write me anything you want to in the
letter to me,but will you please write me a letter about
this 5/-1647 cover addressed to "To whom it may concern",
so that I can send it along when I return the cover.

This.5¢ 1847 cover was sold to this man as orange,
Of course it is not. I have advised him so mysélf.

Worse than this he was told that the writing on the
back was Dr. Chase's and that he said it was orange.
e —————— —— S —
I sent the cover end this opinion to Doc Chase and
Doc, of course, wrote me that not only was it not orange
but that the writing on the back was not his and this
opinion I am going to forward to the owner.

Also with it I am sending my copy of the 5¢ orange.
You advised me sometime ago that this copy was orange, at
least the catalogue shade; 1t is not the color of the Slater
copy, and I am going to send it to him so that he will know
at least what he should look for in orange shades.

Thanks for the return of the four little covers. The
trouble is with these perforation varieties I do not k now
what to sharge for them. I think there is some study to be
done on these straight edges, lines and perforations on these
stamps, which would be worth whilejalthough it is all carefully
done in your book a separate study of it might be interesting.

With reference to Via Ostend cover. What should I
charge for it? Do you want to send it to Harold Stark?

Columbus affair is this week end. Too late for me to
even think of going there.

The Souren sale I think will be held the middle of May.
There may be some things in this., I will keep you posted.
Sincerely,

o

EDC :mk1l




Welson P, LaGankes
STAMP-ADE CO.

CARNEGIE HALL — 1220 HURON ROAD
CLEVELAND 15, OHIO

MAin 1-0909 March 5, 1952

Mr. Stanley Be. Ashbrook
33 Ne Ft. Thomas Ave.
Ft . Thomas, Ky.

Dear Mr. Ashbrook:

The delay in answering your request for information about the
Cleveland Cover has been the fact that it was in Ed Moore's
hands for checking purposes. Here are his comments. The
common Cleveland cancel back in 1858=-62 contained 6 bars in a
circle. Ed believes that this 12 bar cancel was first used in
1858 although he does not have an example of its use in that
year. He states he does have an example of its use on a
cover for the years 1859-60-61-62. He states that 1t was not
tco rare. He also states that sometimes you see this 12 bar
cancel, which is apparently either closed or has a ring in

the right side of the cancel, but it is his opinlon that this
is simply caused by wear of the cancelling device, rather than
something of a different nature.

I hope this information 1s of use to you and answers your
question.

Yours truly,
STAMP-ADE CO.

Nl AL

Lo
S Nelson P. LaGanke




