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April 25, 1951,

Mr, N, Klep van Velthoven
4 avenue d'Hougowmont,
Brussels = Belglum,
Europe.

Dear lMr, Klep:

s

= Mr. Ezra Cole of Nymek, N,Y, sent me a céver with a strip
of four of the 5¢ New York to authenticate for yous I can assure
you that the cover 15 genuine in every respect, I have known this
cover for many years, I signed the cover on the back together with
the plate positions and returned it to Mr, Cole today,

This éovér was in the Sgybold Sale in March 1910, Lot 12,
and sold @ $157,00. I belleve I% was Boué% by Hart as he was the
leading specialist in the 57 New York at that time., Hart was suppesed
to have been the first to plate the stamp but hils plating was later

found to be in errof.

If you would 1like further information on Seybold énd Hart =.
details of Seybold Sale, etc., I will be pleased to furnish,

: _ Seybold also had a cover with a HeS. of four from New York °
Vsep., B2 (1846) to Fort Wayne, Inds It was Lot #11 and sold @ $122,00,

Hart's collection was sold by the Nassau Stamp Coe. on Oct,
2, 1913, This cover to Cincinnati was Lot 310 in that sale and sold
@ $181.,00. It was described as positions 41, 42, 43 and 44, whereas
there were no such positions on the plate, (plate of 40), Hart de=-
seribed the double transfer, No, 31, as "Nos 41 - variety with double
line at bottom" = "Ixceptionally fine and exceedingly rare .and preo-
Pably unique cover," I suppose there is no doubt that a strip of four
on cover with the é51 is unique, Hart probably bought Lot #1l in the
Seybold Sale an was Lot 51 in the Hart sale and sold @ $150,00,
(second stamp had a ersase), This cover eventually arrived in the
Gibson collection and was Lot #5 in the sale of the Gilbson collection by
Ward in 1944. It sold at $900,00 = Ward stated in his catalogue: "We
know of but one other suech cover and this is the finer,"

In the Lapham collection are two covers with H,Strips of four =
one to Marletta, O., and one to Geneva, NeY. '

The above are the only covers in my records with strips of
four of the 5¢ New York,

I made photographs of the cover and strip and prints will be
sent to you later,

I am in receipt of your letter enclosing the face of a cover
with a 5¢ New York. In my opinion, the stamp did not originate on this
lece, though I must admit that it is rather unusual to see a 5¢ New York
anceled by black pen marks, This plece hears the address of Ramapo
Works N.,Y. = The town is today called "Ramapo" = It is not far from
New York City - across the Hudson River in Rockland County, It is odd
that the piece bears no postmark but the original was probably larger
and the fixer cut off the postmark., For the examination of the two

items my fee is (5,00,



#2. Mr. N. Klep van Velthoven, April 25, 1951,

h: Mr. Michael Newbury i1s at present on a trip in Europe

; not disposed of anything from his U. S. colleétlon and it appears
s that he has no sueh intention for the present, "I will notify you
‘at once if he advises me of any change in plans,

I note that you need position No. 22 on your New York
plate but perhaps it would be well if you sent me a vevised list of
the positions that you still require on Plate One Late of the One
Cent 1851, )

v I have some One Cent 1857 unused 0.G. (Mint) items from
the left pane of Plate 4 -~ Would they be of interest to you?

Thanks very much for your kindness for the lettsr from
My, Hubinont and the copy., I am returning herewith the original.
I will be pleased to comment on hils remarks later,

With my kindest regards -

sincerely yours,

and the last time I heard from him, he was In Paris, So far he has -

-



April 25. 1051,

Mr, VWm, L. Maude,
& The Howard Savings Institution,
Newark, N.J.

Dear Mr, Maude:

Referpring to your California cover, "Forks of the Salmon,”
my good frlend, Dr. We 5. Polland of San Rafael, who is quite &n
anthority on California history, gave me some interesting data on
the old gold mining town., Here is what he wrote me recently -

The Salmon River runs into the Klamath River at "SOMESBAR,"
This is in the extreme northwestern part of California in what is «
now SISKIYOU, About 256 miles up stream from Somesbar (that would be
southwest ) is & few old hiits and a grocery store, a few indiens and
whites and this 1s the remmants of the once busy mining town of
"Forks of the Salmon.,” In 1851, it hed a population of several
hndred, although wany almost dled of starvetion in the first winter
because of lack of suppliess About 20 miles east of F of 8 1s "Sawyers
Bar" whieh has a population of about 200. y
(Note by S.BeAs = Your map will probably show the town).

F of 'S is in Siskiyou Comby, which was created from Shasta
County in 1852. Tehama County wag organized in 1856 from parts of
Colusa, Butte and Shasta Counties, Shasta Co, was named aiter a tribe
of indlans who resided noar Mt, Shasta, end was one of the original
27 counties and at one time included lModoe, Lassen, and Siskiyou
Counties. At one time there was a Klamath Co., 1851-1875 and it was
made up of vhal 1s now Del Norte Co., with a small pilece of what is
now Sisklyou County, a small plece of Trinity County and a small part
of Humboldt County. Trinidad, now in Humboldt County was its first
County Seats Orleans Par on the Klamath River (N.W. of F of 8§ ) was
one A prosperous mininfintown, and was the County Seat from 1855~
1875, Crescent City (in extreme N,W, part of the State), the present
County Seat of Del Norte County was the County Seat of Kimth County
in 1854-1855, When the mining on the lower Klamath River began te
give out, the population disappeared and it became advantageous to
break this county down into more natural divisions based upon other
resources, In 1860 F of S was in Klamath County very close to the
Siskipuu - Trinity line, (end of quote)

I suppose your letter went by sea to San Francisco but it
might have gone by stage. At San Francisco it went Iast by the Ocean
Mail via Panama to New York City. What a long trip it traveled. I
believe if we have a visual picture of our covers, we have a greater

ppreciation of them. If your cover could talk it could tell a very
interesting story. -

Sincerely yowrs,



Mﬂy 5’ 1951'

e '\Nr. Jack E. lMolesworth,

102 Beacon
Boston .’lG, Mass,

Dear Jacks

Yours of the lst did not arrive until this morning.
Why it should take from Tuesday to Thursday for an air mail
letter from Boston I do not know, The only answer is the
lousy postal serviece and the donti=give-a=damn attitude.

Regarding the 57 lew York cover, 1 don't know whether .
you knew it or not but I wrote the Naetuffin book on the 5¢
New York, It appeared in the A,P, in 1936, and was later lssued
as a handbook by the Soclety -« I made all the photographs and
drawings -« In faect, all the work was mine, Why it appeared
under MacCuffint's name is a long story,

I borrowed a number of covers fronm the i¥merson ecellection,
photographed them and illustrated them in the artisle, One was
the Albany cover which appears on page 6 of the handboeoks I re=-
touched the photo=~print because the postal markings were so falnt
and would not have shown up in the half-tone cut, I probubly
have my original photograph filed away, I have signed the cover
on the bagk ~ sae special notation inside,

As to value = Yes, I think the cover is a great rarity
and well worth £1,000, but i doubt i1f anyone will pay that much,
There may be other covers known used frem Albany but il so, I have
no record of any but this one cover, MHowever, this don't mean

a great deal because I never atitempted to keep track of all une
usual covers with the 54 New York,

: Long ago a collector by the name of 0,5.Hart of Cleveland,
s 8peclalized in the stamp and gathered together a wvery large
ollection, His collection was sold by the Nassau Stamp Co. in
Detober 1913, and I have a catalogue of the sales Hart had several
bovers used from Bosten but he did not have a cover used from Albany,
It has 1« been ry undnrstanding that the S.Us5. llsting of "Albany"
was taken from this cover which I have long known as the "Emerson
over,” Hart made quite a serious attempt to pldte the stamp but

ls plating was in later years found to be wrong, As I recall, he
hought the plate had fifty subjects,s Hart published a little book=-
let on hi= plating in 1911 and 1t had sn intreduction by Hiram E,
Deats and a chapter by John N, Luff, I have an autographed oo py.

In the book Luff stated: "In the year 1846, by authority
of Cave Johnson, Postmaster General of the United States, Mr, Morris
gsold some of his staups to the postmasters of Albany, Boston,



#2. Mr, Jack E, Molesworth, May 3, 1951.

Philadelphia and Washingbon %o bé used as a test of the
practicability of postage staiips, Coples used in Boston are
occasionally found and others used in Washington have heen reported
but, so far as we age aware, none are known with Albany or Phlla-
delphia postmarks," (end).

As statedsy, r.ufj;lvrote the above in 1911,

John Sevbold had some extremely nice 6¢ New York covers
but none used from Albany when his collection was sold in 1910,

My fee on this cover is {7.50,
I will return the 1¢ 1857 coples tomorrow,
With regards =

Sincerely yours,
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AssociaTED RETAILERS oF ST. Louis

51l LocusT ST.

W, H.SEMSROTT

PRESIDENT May 8, 1951

Dear Ashbrook:

Here is a little cover that I have had kicking around for
e long time. I have hesitated mounting and annotating, and
before doing so would appreciate your observations.

Mine are as follows:

1. The marking "Returned for Postage" is new to me.

2. PFrom the contents you will note the letter was written *
in San Andreas, California, and enclosed with other
material to Dr. Fassett at Lockport.

3. Fassett struck out Lockport, N.Y. and addressed to
Aspinwall, whereupon Lockport canceled the 3¢ #26 on
December 27, sending the l1tem on to some port of exit.

At that point it was returned to Lockport and apparently
all credit for the 3¢ #26 was lost. Lockport then
marked "Forwarded" and rated the item "10."

4, The 10 has pencil marks struck through it. Assuming
this was not accidental, what was the purpose of the
pencil marks?

, ??I hope you will not be bored by the item. I send it not
. to Impose on your good nature but in the hope that it will
.*'-rove interesting enough for your observation.

Waegner and I had lunch the other day and, as usual, you
were the subject of some of our.conversation -- all nice.

Best wishes.

Sincérel

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook
100 Henry Court
Fort Thomas, Kentucky //



Hre. Wny W, Senmsrott,
811 Locust S5t.,
3t. Louls, Ho.

Dear Yr, Semsrobt:

Herewith the interesting lifttle cover contained in yours
of the 8th, Your analysis is quite correct - Origin, California -
(San Andreas, Calaveras County, lov. 25, 1860). Sent under separate
cover to Lockport, H.Y. '

I suppose 1t is most anybody's guess what happened after
receipt of the letter by Dr. Passett., I really do not know where the
red marking was applildd, Perhaps Dr. Fassett did not know where the
addressee ~ (Dennis) was and he mailed 1t at Lockport. It was picked
up at the pest office by a menber of the Dennis fanmily (no free de- ¢
livery) and was readdressed to Aspinwall (Panama), This would ac-
count for the unse of the 3¢ 185%7.

Perhaps it was marked Forwarded 10 by the Lockport P.0. and
returned to the Dennis family with the red narking, "Returned for
Postage." Perhaps the 10¢ was then paild - the "10" crossed out and
it was sent to Hew York and by U. 3. Hall ship to Aspinwall,

The above 1s pure guess-work on my part, so take it for
what it is worth. Perhaps the weak link in my story is that there is
no indieation that the 10¢ rate was Pald at Lockports As far as I
am aware the U, S. did not have a Mall Agent at Aspinwall in 1860, but
one was stat loned at Panama City. Perhaps mail to Aspinwall required
m’egmnt. I regret to state that I am not fully informed on that
point.

It seems to me that had Dr. Passebtt readdressed the letter
and mailed 1%, eredit would have been given for the 3¢ stamp, My
theory, as abowve, 1s an attenpt to explain why the 3¢ stamp did not
apply on the 10¢ rate.

I have seen quilte a few covers naliled at Panama City -
Aempuleo, Hexico, ete., and addresscd to offieces in California with 3¢
U,5, stamps (3¢ 1857 - 3¢ 18¢1), and marked "Due 7 Cents" -~ Such
letters were nmalled direct with the purser aboard the U, S, lMall ship,
and upon arrival at San Franeisco were rated at the 10¢ Steamship Rate
with credit for the 3¢ payment,

Very often we run across covers that are wery puzzling and
this applies especially to covers to foreign countries, Some offer
very little evidence as to why they are different from the normal.

I suppose, in such cases we can only guess as to what actually happendd.

. I note that you had lunch recently with Corwlth Wagner. My
best wilkes Lo him when you next see hin.

I enjoyed very much trying to make your little cover talk to



l ‘2. Mr. ", H, Semsrott - lMay 10, 1951,

-

me and tell me its story but I found the little fellow very non-

l committal,
Hy kindest regards

Sincerely yours,







Dec. 29, 1950,

Mr. Daniel F. Kelleher,
7 Water St.,
Boston, Mass,

Dear Dan:

In your letter of Dec, 8th, you inquired if I
would like to see two covers with 12/ 1851 Bisects tied £
by "NeYork & Phila R R" - I replied that I would but I
dild not hear Iurther Irom yous I note that they were
ses in May 1852 to Georgetown, D,C,

I am today mailing back to the Expert Committee
cover that they submitted to me for an opinion. It has
a 127 151 Bisect plus a 3¢ 1851 (97 rate) used from New
York to Baltimore, Md., in May 1852, and the stanmps tled by
the "N, York & Phil R,R." = It was my opinion that the
cover is gemaine.

_ I have never seen but one other such combination
(12¢/ Bisect plus 34 ¥51), It was likewise a cover from New
York but to Providence and strange to relate the stamps
were agaln tied by a R. R. cancelation -« viz - the U. S.
Express lail. This was a sover in the Worthington Sale in
August 1917,

With best wishes for a Prosperous New Year

Cordially yours,



DANIEL F. KELLEHER
Dy, F. Kepness Postage Stamps for Collectors TeLEPHONE
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Jan. 6, 1951,

Mre Daniel F. Kﬁlleher’
7 Water St.,
Boston 9, Hass.

Dear Dan:

Thanks very much for yours of the 2nd with the
two 12¢ Bisect covers which I am returning herewith, These
are very interesting and I am indeed pleased to get a re-
cord of them, I did not make photographs, but I did make
a very couplete description of each point,. In my opinion,
they are as good as gold, There is no reason why you
should pay any postage on these so I am enclosing a buck
to relmburse you.

1 guess my lotter of Dec. 1llth got lost in the
Christmas mail - mdybe it will show up sometiwe in the
future. At any rate here is your letter of the 8th and copy
of my reply of the 1llth.

I made a photograph of your Boscawen stampless but
so far I have not had time to make a print but T will do so
at the first opportuniiye.

I have not had any word abont Ernie's condition
since before Xmas, I should hear most any day.

With all good wishes =

AS ever yours,



May 17, 1951.

Dr., W, Scott Polland,
Albert Bldg.,
San Rafael, Calif,

Dear Doctor: i«

Thanks for the photo of the 12¢ 1851 bisect cover,
I am sure I have seen this cover before, In fact, as I recall,
there were two of them, both used in May 1852 - both to the
same address. Strange to relate, I find it impossible to lay
my hands on the photographs or reference. And this in ppite
of the fact I have searched high and low, Sometimes I wonder
why I make any attempt to file anything - because when I have
occasion to look up an item I can't find 1%, so filing, so far as
I am concerned, is a waste of time.

The Lxpert Cormittee of the P.F. sent me a cover with '
a 3¢ 151 plus a diagonal half of the 12¢ =~ to make a triple rate -
The stamps were tied by this same R.R. postmark, dated JUN 34
(1852), 1 okayed the cover as genuine, The cover was from New
York to Baltimore, -

Three(?) of these turning up all of a sudden makes me
wonder, May I keep the print until I can locate my records?

I have an indistinct recollection that it was Dan
Kelleher who wrote me about the bisect covers, Have you any in=
formation?

Thanks for the further advice on the Levy covers,

Later
1 located my memorandum on the two covers = It is as follows:

"12¢ 1851 Bisect - Lower left Diagonal.
New York & Phila, R,R.(1852)
Two covers loaned S,B,A, by Dan Kelleher Jan.2,1851 = as follows:
(A) Blue folded letter = tied by above R.R. postmark in black, 30 MM,
date "May 11" - letter inside dated New York May 11, 1852, signed
by "Hitchecock & Reading" -~ and addressed to "M@, George Waters =
Georgetown D.C." = enclosures cause of double rate - "We enclose a/e -
Sales - No. 71l = 714 & 730 = Bisect is very sharp early impression,
(B) Blue folded lettef - tiled by above R.,R. postmark in black - 30 MM -
date lMay 13 = letter inside dated New York May 13, 1852 signed by
"gitehecoek & Reading" and addressed to Mr, George HAters, Ceorgetown
D,0," - in different handwiiting than above but an added postscript
is in the same handwriting, The bisect is an upper left dia?ona}.

end
I could look up my letter to Kelleher but as I recall I had no oc=-
casion to doubt that both covers are good., Did Jessup buy it or
return it? Is he still in Oakland or did he go East?

With best wishes =
Cordially yours,



MATTHEW E. HAZELTINE, M. D.
W. SCOTT POLLAND, M. D.
HOWARD HAMMOND JR., M. D.
ARNOLD A. NUTTING, M. D.

LLLLLLLLLLLLLL

Gy dasy of L //@ i B T,
At 44 ;Z’( = A

v & Plalpapl J n Locs tffocd
L ay. Ao buptlong .




