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H. W. STARK & COMPANY

BO X 288

ANN ARBOR, MICHIGAN

Oct. 27, 1950,

Dear Stan,

Took $133.00 from this lot, rest are enclosed.
Regarding the 10¢ 1867 Grill large Block formerly Richey.
I have not got this block. The only 10¢ I have is a block
of six, not grilled from Wisconsin town. Got this item from
Schmaldreidt as I remember, Dont beliecve anyone around here
has the block you are thinking of.

Regarding the combination 3¢ U.S. and Beaver.
I am enclosing a letter from Frank Campbéil of Royal Oak, Mich
who is considered quite a Canadian authority around here, at
least that is what MacGregor and several others have told me.
I am keeping the photo for the time being. If you want it back
let me know. Is the Beaver stamp torn at the top. The photo
makes it look so. Is it laid paper? What is the lowest price
possible to guote? I might get Clarence Wilson interested
or I might change my mind and take it.

Raining cats and dogs today. Have been real busy
putting in stainless steel conveyor for Ford Motor,

Best regards to all, Might go south this Jan.
and will stop off and see you. Am not sure yet. Depends a
lot on whether they should draft Sonny at that time. He

will be 19 Jan. 21st.

R0

Sincerely



Oct. 30, 1950.

bl
EZ™+13 - Shoi s NG{

Mr. Harold W, Stark,
P. 0. Box 288,
Ann Arbor, Miche

Dear Harold:

‘ Yours of the 27th with return of the Denver covers and
i check for {135,00 received. Many thanks,

Tere 1s the Deaver cover once more - take another look at
ite It is my opinion that the Beaver is on the wove paper, not
the laid, The latter was issued in 1851, the wove in 1852, The
cover is a July 1853 usee.

It cannot e denied that the rate from Canada at that time
under the Treaty was 6 pence Canddian ab 10/ U. S. and neither can
it be denied that the Canadian rate from Toronto to the border was
3 pence Canadilan and the U. S, rate from the berder to New York was
3¢, so it is quite etident that Canada got 5 ponce and the U. S. got

Eis

It cannot be denied that Canadian postmasters were in-
structed to rate such lebters as wholly wnpaid with 107 due in the
U, S. = Thus we have the Canadian applisd "Fanada 10 CTS" and in
black - for unpaid - At the same time the large "¢° was applled in
black but later canceled with the Canadian target - perhaps the
Canadian postal clerk did not wani this %o be confused with 6 UeSe
1t is my opinion the stamps were canceled at Toronto because New York
seldon canceled stamps with a pen and when they did they used a& blue
. I feel poslbtive that the New York office recognized the payment
and did not collect any postage from the Morgan firm, I belleve that
if any postage had been collected a New York due marking would have
been applied - for example an encircled "10" which was commonly used
on unpaid first-class mail - foreign and domestic, I don't think the
office would have collected on a Canadian marking reading "Canada
10 CTS" or because it was in blacke

Re ~ the comments by Hr, Campbell. I think the big "6"
quite well known as it was commonly used on unpaid mall to the
S. and on unpaid mail from the U, 8. to Canada thru Torontoe

: Harold it must be borne in mind that when the U.S.-Canadian
@envention was drawn up the 1845 rate prevailed in the UeS. = 5¢

er 300 miles - 10¢ over 300 miles, Thus, if prior to July 1, 1851 -
BR1y 37 U. S. had been paid on a lstter such as this - the 5¢ or 104
Prate would have been underpaid, but after July 1, 1851, the case

was different.

A

Suppose for example, two Beavers had been used on this cover.
Canada would have received double her rate to the border and the g
U, S. would have received nothing. You know the rest.

I don't think there is any doubt but what these stamps were




42, wr, Hapold W. Stark, Octe 30, 1950,

uaod:or‘i‘s!.nalgnin‘ 1853 just as we see them now, Fakers can lumitate
age and a genuine appearance. ' A o

o ek s R iire Campbell states that he has "seen considerable variation
i - in the usage of this combined postage stamp usages" If he meant to .
. infer that covers such as this are not exceedingly rare he is mistaken
‘ becanse they are. Perhaps he mas npted what fow that are lmown illus- .

© + bmated’in the Jarrebt and Dogge books.

ow . Todd the cover to the light and you will note a thin spot :
; An the sheel margin ol the Beaver as per my pencil mark - I don't think
/" any tear extends into the stamp - and Purther - you can soe that there
k’ ;. are no markings of any kind under the stamps, . = - 3l .

e I think this cover is a fine mate to your very rare 5¢ 747 =
Beaver cowbination (some coveriil) The cover does not belong to me -
I have 1t on a wsre cormission bagis but I have held 1t because I think .
it 4s quite a rarity ~ I'd be willing to wager that Nrs Camphell does
not own any such 4 comblnation as this = The reason is obvious - N
“Collectors of B.K.As sinply do'not appreciate the significance of such

) B T “-'I!a;fold J7e re:zicmng]ls.:an‘Jan.uelat‘; ‘Stan Jr. ‘was 20
. last August - He 1is in his third year at the University of Cincinnati.

L he will be permitted to fixish his edueat long + It °1a possible that mech
. - depends on the grades a boy in chalking up - I Aon't know ~ lle are -

~ Just hoplng and keoping our fingers crosséds At any" rate, 1if you go -
-, south Ehis winter we wlll look forward to a visit from wyou,

: I offered tho Pomy Hxpress cover to Huteh but he 'fiever replied

.+ to my letter.,. I thought it'would be & wonderful mate to his Brooks ...
“ g 00vers The prices realiged at the Uoody sale last week indicate fthat .
v AR Ue Ss material is a very safe investrent = & darn sight safer than
zy a lot of bonds, . T P , =

*' ; } Our best fef;;ards H'fo ii‘ilj the fauily.

’ Vil Wt - cordially yours,
'»‘,! B e $500.00

it s | ;~

‘.’“, 5‘:":

b

: 1

He has not been called and we are hoping (perhaps against. hope) that . =




H. W. STARK & COMPANY

BO X 288

ANN ARBOR, MICHIGAN

Nov. 5, 1950.

Dear Stan,

Well, I guess you convinced me on the
Canadian cover. Anyway I took it and enclose check.

Am also enclosing a cover I am contemplating
buying. I never saw a pair of 5¢ buff on cover to
Sandwich Islands. Seems to me this a relatively rare
usage. What do you think a cover like this one 1s
worth. I figured $250.00. Am I too high or not high
enough. I want the cover, but at a fair price.

We had a good snow storm Saturday and it
has not melted today. Spoiled the football game yesterday.
Too cold and damp snow,

Not much in the line of news. Was in Adrian
Thursday along with Hutch, Fred Bott and Fred Schmalzreidt.
Were at Shierson's. He said he is going to write you.

Saw Jack at the meeting last Wednesday.

All for the time being. Best of wilshes.

Sincepely,
t
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NOV. 9’ 19500

Mr. Harold V. Stark,
P - 0. Bu 288,
Ann Arbor, Mich.

: Dear Harold:

Yours of the 5th received with check for the Beaver cover,
I an awfully glad that you decided to take this because I firmly be-
" lieve it is quite a rare cover and worth more than the tag., It does
belong with your 5¢ 147 - Beaver combination. I think the latter is
a 52500 cover - I regard i1t as simply wonderful - as I have stated
in the paste.

Herewith the pair of Duffs to Hawail, It looks to me like
shaesamenight have monkeyed with this cover but I suppose the pair
originated on the cover though I must admit that the tie to cover is
not very convincing. I examined it carefully under wy lamp but I
could not detect anything wronge. However, the eye frequently fails
to note what the camera nmight pick up so I made an enlarged photo
(6 x 7) under the rays of the lamp. I will report later after I de=~
velop the negative, I don't recall that I ever saw a palr of buffs
used to or from Hawall so this cover is surely a raribty, provided it
is genuine iIn every way, which no doubt 1t 1s, DBecause of the above
features I don't think anyone should charge you over $175,00. Surely
no one could guarantee that this pair originated on the cover and a
seller would have to admit that the evidence that it did is not very
convincing. Just suppose someone had an off cover pair of buffs and
also a cover with a 10¢ 1861, and he removed the latter and substitu-
ted the pair, 1 don't believe anything like that happened but it
could have, hence I don't think a seller should charge over £175,00
for it.

I am also enclosing a stampless cover from Acapulco to 62%9
London in January 1850, I think this is uite a nice little study g,
and I thought you would like to figure it out, What do you think of

&
it? g
Also s 2
A very interesting stampless from Frisco to France in 1865 = ‘o
This shows that difference in weights and rates - We rated it as 2 Y35
over + 8z, - hence 30¢ due but France rated it as not over 75 grammes;
hence only 8 decimes due - or 154, We debited France with 67 (2 x 3) <
whereas on what France collected we should only have charged her 3¢, 7/, <,
Don't you think this is a very interesting item? T S
5§
I haven't had a word from Charlie Shierson since last "%y

March - He never answered two letters that I wrote to him and I have
been bothered for some explanation of the cause, When a person acts
that way i1t is an indication that they are sore about something and I
am not conscious that I ever gave him any cause to be sore. I always
liked Charlle very much and I considered him one of my very best of
friends, I was, therefore, pleased to learn that he is to write me
and if he has any grievance I do trust he will inform me about 1it,




#2. Mr. Harold W, Stark - Nove 9, 1950,

T had a letter from Jack last Mondaye They were just
: starting on a hunting trip.
oy I was sorry to learn that Woody had been in the hospital.
How is he getting along?

With best regards =

As ever yours,

&
"
3
-

e
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—= ¢ aymond D. Kershner » Photographer

> 57/ 1y* ‘Photo-analysis of Questioned Documents
Qi ’7 (%) Scientific Examination of Postage Stamps

e 1311 St. Vincent Street x Philadelphia 11, Pa.

February 5th, 1950.
*REPORT®* &

U.S. Letter Sheet with 5¢ printed design at upper right corner. Portsmouth,
Ohio 1846 cancellation with "PAID" handstamp. Unlisted.

ol o e o el o

Microscopic examination of town cancellation, "PAID" handstamp, and printed
design reveals that the town cancellation and the "PAID" handstamp are on
TOP of the blue handwriting, The manuscript "Paid" and "Esq" are on TOP of
the square design containing the numeral 5.

Fluorescent examination under the quartz lamp reveals that the town cancella-
tion and stamped "PAID" are the same type of ink, while the ink with which
the square design containing the numeral "5" is of a different nature.

sk oo 30 afe e e ok

PHOTOGRAPHIC ANALYSIS

No. 1 - Entire cover, naturel size,

Yo, 2 - Photomicrograph, greatly enlarged of town cancellation.

No., 3 - Photomicrograph, very greatly magnified, showing crossing of ink
line on town cancellation, Arrows point to places under examination.

No. 4 - Same as No, 3, but third-dimension. Arrows designate points where
town cancellation cross on TOP of handwriting.

No. 5 - Photomicrograph of square design and printed "PAID" showing places
where handwriting touches these portions,

No. 6 - Photomicrograph, greatly magnified, of "PAID" with arrows pointing to
portions examined,

No, 7 - Samé as No., 6, but third-dimension. Arrows designate points where
WPAID" is on TOP of manuseript.

No., 8 - Photomicrograph of bottom of square design showing points under examina-

tion,
No, 9 - Same as No, 8, but third-dimension, Arrows designate points where
manuscript is on TOP of square design.
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RAY KERSHNER
ANALYTICAL PHOTOGRAPHY
1311 St. Vincent St
Philadelphia 1!, Pa.
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