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H. W. STARK Be COMPANY 
BOX 2SS 

ANN ARB 0 R, M J C H J G AN 

Oct. 27, 1950 • 

Dear Stan, 

Took ~133.00 from this lot, rest are enclosed. 

Regarding the lO¢ 1867 Grill large Block formerly Richey. 

I have not got this block. The only lO¢ I have is a block 

of six, not grilled from Y1isconsin town. Got this item from 

Schmaldreidt a s I remember. Dont beli e ve anyone around here 

has the block you are thinking of. 

Re g arding the combination 3i u. S . and Beaver. 

I am enclosing a letter from Frank Campbell of Royal Oak, Mich 

who is considered quite a Canadian authority around here, at 

least that is what MacGregor and several others have told me. 

I am keeping the photo for the time being. If you want it back 

let me kno·w. Is the Beaver stamp torn at the top. The photo 

makes it look so. Is it laid paper? What is the lowest price 

possible to quote? I might get Clarence ~:ilson interested 

or I might change my mind and take it. 

Raining cats and dogs today. Have been real busy 

pu t ting in stainless steel conveyor for Ford Motor. 

Best re~ards to all. Might go south this Jan. 

and will stop off and see you. Am not sure yet. Depends a 

lot on whether they should draft Sonny at that time. He 

will be 19 Jan. 21st. 

'. 



Oct . 30, 1950 • 

. rr. Harold I . StRrk, 
P. o. Box 288, 

Ann Arbor, ·ach. 

Dear UflJ'"old: 

YO'l.u~s of the 27th with retum of the Denver coverR and 
check for ~J.~3 . 00 received. hany thanks . 

JIerc is the Beaver cover once more - take another look at 
it . It is ~ opinion thnt the Beaver is on th~ wove paper , not 
the laid. The lntter ",ns is~ued in 1051, the wove in 1852 . The 
cover i~ a July 1853 nse. 

It cannot be deniod that the rate fro~ Canada .t that tim0 
under the 'rran ty 1ns 6 pence Cllnddian aD 10;t 11 . s. nnd no i thor can 
it be de!'lied that t 10 Canadian rot fj .... O 4 Toronto to the bordor \"las 
3 penco CU!!!ldiftn a d t lC U. f~ . rate i.ron the border to lim7 York was 
3~, so it is quite (nt1dent 'Chat C( nada Bot :3 ponca and the U. s . got 
3.;£. 

It can'~ot be dl7nied thn.t Canadian postn'lster:1 wn!"o in­
structod to 'fite sneh let"':;orR n.s 1 ~J.ly 'm~a .c1 with 10~-! due in the 
u. S. - Thus '-0 have the Cann.dian appli~ Canada 10 CTS" and i.n 
black - f.or unpaici - At the sm e ti e the large "6" vas applied in 
black but later cpnceled ith the Canadian target - porhaps the 
Cana ian postal clerk did not mnt this to be con:r.usod with 6~ U. S . 
It is my opinion tho stan s erc Cl coled at Toronto because 1 ew York 
301do cnnceled s tru ... ' TIlth a pen and :fnen they d.id they used a. blue 

I feel positive thnt the Hew York office recogn 17.od t"le paymant 
and di not collect any postaBe 1"'ro. 1;} e hO~3an fiI':l . I believe that 
if any postage had been collected a '~avi York duo !.t'u.rkmg \lonld have 
been n pp11ed - :for example an encircled "lot: which was co only U:'I p.d 
on ,mpaid. first-class r.I.c'l.il - f'oreign and domestic . I don1 t think the 
off1ce \7ould have collected on a Canadian marking l"'eading "Canad, 
10 CTS II or because it las :in black. 

Re ~ the co~ .ants by i r . G vbell . I think the hig tf6" 
quite "ell knoTIn as it was co, only used on unpaid mail to the 

• and on unrnid nail from. the 11 . s . to Canada thru Toronto. 

Harold it . 1st be bomo 1.'1. rind that 17}}en tho U. s . - Canadian 
ion was dra\m up tho 1845 rate pl~cvailod in th~ U. S . - 5~t 

300 m11eo - 10" over 300 miles . Thus , if prior to July 1 , 1851 -
3" U. S . had boen paid on a letter such as t.hL"l - the 5f! or lO¢' 

o \ ould have been tmderpa1d, but a.fter July 1, 1851. tl e cnse 
as d1ff'ol"ent . . .. 

Suppose for examplo , t\i'O Beavers had beon used on this cover. 
Canada 10uld have received double her rnte to the border and tho 
U. s . would have received nothing. You know the rest. 

I don't think there is any doubt but ~lhR.t these stamps l1ere 



;'2 . 'Ir. I arold j . Stark, Oct. 30, 1950. 

u cd or! lnally in 1853 just as e 
age and 6cnutno appear neG • 

e t nm1. Fakers can !mit to 

. :r. Cn. boll st tea th t}~ has flseen conSiderable rlat10n 
in the usage o£ this eo 1bined postage st . p usage . " It he "ant to 
1nfor that covers such AS t s nro at exccodinsly rare he is ·stakon 
becauso tl ay ""ro . p~·')ha . 'ho s nptod "h t fo ~ th! t ro lmorm illus-

~ nn tod in the J~rrett and Boege book~ . 

) TIoha t c covc~ to the light a d you 111 
in the..,h t # .:..rein 0 t 0 llcav<L as p.or ay pene i1 

, any tear extond into tho s+n~ - d further _ y 
are no f'.I'rinzs or any k1hd under t stnnps . 

note a thin S ot 
mrK' - I don r t think 
can so that ther 

, . 

f 
J 

,... 

I think this cover is a fin ron e to your vary l"ar 5~' 47 _ 
Boaver cOlubinnti n (30""'0 cover!! ! ) ~ho cover does not belon to no _ 
I havo it on a 1"0 co... 'Ssion b 51.. t I have held it b ,cnUf'G I think 
it 8 quite a rnrity - I ' d be il. ine to mBar -that [r. C pb 11 docs 
not 0 n any !'3uch n. co m1nation aE; this - John reason is o . ..viono _ 
Collectors .of B .• l . l • •• ply C.O ot r ,N'oc te tho aJ.en1fi(~ lce of' such 
cov rs . 

Re -
la~t August - ." 
Ho has not beon 
he 

Om .... )est reGards to all he 1\ lily. 

Cordially y0U1~5$ 

clo~led: 
vll - 200. 00 

20 
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H. W . STARK Be COMPANY 
BOX 288 

AN N ARBOR, M I CH I GAN 

Nov. 5, 1950. 

Dear Stan, 

Well, I guess you convinced me on the 

Canadian cover. Anyway I took it and enclose check. 

Am also enclosing a cover I am contemplating 

buying. I never saw a pair of 5i buff on cover to 

Sandwich Islands. Seems to me this a relatively rare 

usage. What do you think a cover like this one is 

worth. I figured ~250.00 . Am I too high or not high 

enough. I want the cover, but at a fair price. 

We had a good anow storm Saturday and it 

has not melted today. Spoiled the football game yesterday. 

Too cold and damp snow. 

Not much in the line of news. ",as in Adrian 

Thursday along with Hutch, Fred Bott and Fred Schmalzreidt. 

i' ere at Shierson IS. lIe said he is going to wri te you. 

Saw Jack at the meeting last Wednesday. 

All for the time being. Best of wishes. 

, .. 
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Hov . 9, 1950. 

Mr . Harold W. Stark, 
P . O. Box 288, 

Arm Arbor, Tach • 

Dear Harold: 

Yours of the 5th received 1ith check for the Beaver cover. 
I run al1:f.'ully Blnd that yon decided to take this because I firmly be­
lieve it is quite a rare covor and worth nore than the tae . It does 
belong with your 5f, '47 - Beaver co~ination. I think the latter is 
a 02500 cover - ! l~oBn.rd ,. t as SiMply wondHri'nl - as I havo stated 
in the past . 

Herewith the pair of nuf':fs to Ha\'1aii . It looks to me like 
shass emisht have monkeyed \vi th this covor but I suppo se the pair 
originated on tho cover thm~h I mIst admit thqt the tie to cover is 
not very convincing. I examined it caref.ully undor rorr;; lamp but I 
could not detect any thine wrong. Horvever, the eye frequently i'ails 
to note what the camera might piCk up so I dade lU1. onlareed photo 
(5 x 7) under the rays of the lru>lp. I will report lnter after I de­
velop the ee;ative . I don' t recall that I ever am.; a pair of buff's 
used to or f- om liavm.ii so this cover is S IT'eJy n J;'ari t-.r, p:,,'ovided it 
is e;onutne 1..'1 every way, -,hich no do tbt it is . BocR't'.Be of the abovc 
features I don't t:nnk anyone should chargo you OVGr 0175 . 00. Suroly 
no one could guurantee that this pair originated on the cover and a 
seller would hn TO to admit th..qt the evidence that it did is not vO!!y' 
convincing. Just suppose someone had an orf covel'1 pair of buffs and 
also a cover '"lith a 10;£ 1861, and he reI!loved the latter and substitu­
ted the pair. 1 don't believe anything like that happcned but it 
could have , henco I don ' t think a soller should chn.ree O'!ler tl\175. 00 
for it. 

I am also enclosing a stampless cover from Acapulco to ~~~u~ 
London in January 1850. I think this is (pito a nice Ii ttle study i1t~o 
and I thought you would like to figure it out . What do you think of ~ 
it? /flO r 
~ ""/( 

A very interesting star.lpless from Frisco to France i.l'1 1865 -
This shows that dii'ference in weights and rates - tie rated it as 
over * &z . - hence 30~ due m~ France rated it as not over 7~ grrumrnes, 
hence only 8 decimes due - or 15s!. \ e deb1ted France \.ith 6¢ (2 x 3) 
\'7hereas on what France collected we should only have chfU~6ed her 3f,!. 0/. 
Don ' t you think this 1s a very Interestine item? . I 

I haven ' t had a word from Charlie Shiorson since last 
!arch - He never ans\1ered two letters that I iirote to him and I have 

been bothered for some explanation of the cause . \Jhen a person acts 
that fay 1t is an ind1cat1on that they are sora about something and I 
am not conscious thnt I ever eave him any cause to be sore . I always 
liked Charlie very IllUch and I considerod hin one of my very best of 
friends . I ;aa , therefore , nleased to loam that he is to urite me 
and if ho has any eriovance 1 do trust he will inform rna about it. 

"91' 
" '1 
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#2 . r . Harold \ •• Stark - Hov. 9. 19f;O. 

I had a letter fro Jack last 11onday. They were just 
startinG on n hunting trip. 

I was sorry to learn that Woody had been in the hospital . 
now is he getting alone? 

Jith best regards -

As. ever yours. 

• 
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~r~ aHmond 'D. 'Kershner * 'Photographer 
.~~~).~ \r- 'Photo-anal~sis of Questioned 'Documents 
~ r'S Scientific Examination of 'Postage Stamps 

~ 1311 St. Vincent Street * 'Philadelphia 11, 'Pa. 

February .5th, 19.50. 

·REPORT· 

u.S. Letter Sheet with 5; printed design at upper right corner. Portsmouth, 
Ohio 1846 cancellation with "PAID" handstamp. Unlisted • 

••••••• 
Microscopic examination of town cancellation, "PAID" handstamp, and printed 
design reveals that the town cancellation and the "PAID" handstamp are on 
TOP of the blue handwriting. The manuscript "Paid" and "Esq" are on TOP of 
the square design containing the numeral 5. 

Fluorescent examination under the quartz lamp reveals that the town cancella­
tion and stamped "pAID" are the same type of ink, while the ink with which 
the square design containing the numeral ".5" is of a different nature. 

"' ..... . 
PHOTOGRAPHIC ANALYSIS 

No.1 - Entire cover, natural size. 
No. 2 - Photomicrograph, greatly enlarged of town cancellation. 
No. 3 - Photomicrograph, ver.y greatly magnified, showing crossing of ink 

line on town cancellation. Arrows pOint to places under examination. 
No. 4 - Same as No.3, but third-dimension. Arrows designate pOints where 

town cancellation cross on TOP of handwriting. 
No • .5 - Photomicrograph of square design and printed "PAID" showing places 

where handwriting touches these portions. 
No. 6 - Photomicrograph, greatly magnified, of "PAID" with arrows pointing to 

portions examined. 
No. 7 - Sama as No.6, but third-dimension. Arrows designate points where 

"PAID" is on TOP of manuscript. 
No. 8 - Photomicrograph of bottom of square design showing points under examina­

tion. 
No. 9 - Same as No.8, but third-dimension. Arrows designate points where 

manuscript is on TOP of square design. 

, 







\ 





... 

R '}' K' q FR 
ANAL}' lIe 1 t' ( 1 ( GRAPHY 

1311 1 • r SI. 
PluwdclJ>/o.a II, Pa. 
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RA Y KERSHNER 
ANALYTICAL PliO I ur;RAPHY 

1311 51. Vln""~1 51. 
Philaddphta I I. P(I. 
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RA Y KERSHNER 
ANALYTICAL PHOTOGRAPHY 

1311 St . Vir-cent SL 
PhiladdJ>hia I I. Pa. 
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K Y KU,SIINER 
NALYI/...,'; I.:OTOGRAPHY 

I J II ... ,,' .~L 
Fl.fl<L 1;;!If.l I,', Po.. 
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RAY 'f "n" F 
ANALYTICAl., I 

1311 SI. V, .. .::-:t 51. 
PM"J4l;hw II. Pa. 
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RA1'I;ERSIINFR 
ANAL1'T1Cr11 I H(J O';HAPHY 

1311 Y!. tflua:"t SL 
PIriIIIJ#/P/;liJ II. Po. 





RAY KERcH''':R 
ANALYTICAl. 1.;ViC 'f:~IPHY 

1311 SI. VI" 'II L 
PIa,/tukiphto II. Pi;. 





RAY I;-r. ,_ '-! ,'!;r~ 
ANALYTIC,I/, 1:;0 'CC?APHf 

13" iii. V incc"1 51. 
pJ.lJtMdphj~ ". Pa. 


