






































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Mareh 29, 1950,

Mr. Chas, A, Shierson,
322 State St..

‘Dear Charlie:

Here is a cover that is rather sensational and 1t
contains more 107 1857 than I have seen on any previous
cover, 1t hasg -

5 Three blooks of six
T™Wo vertical pairs of the l0¢
' and a wvertical pair of the 1# 1857 - ije Ve 7
A used block of four of the 10¢ 1857 Type II cataloguee @ {200.00.

Upper block at left has the following types:
p -1 G N b & S i ¢ ;
II i L3 :
Lower block at left has the sane types - and bleek to right alao
has the same types, It is true that some of the stamps are not
in fine condition but this 4s offset by the fact this is -

(1) a big rate of $2.22 to Russia in 1858
(2) Twenty=-two 104 gtamps on one cover,

This went by Prussian Closed Mail (thru kngland) and the single
& ounce rate was 37#. Our share was 285/ = Ppussials, 14/ «
henee the six (6) times credit of 14/ = 84¢. %

The owner wants $400 for this cover and I think it is
vorth it. I will have %o let him lnow as soon as possible, so
will you please let me have an anawer as soon as possible. The
owner did me a favor by turning 1t over to me to sell and I would
like to show my appreciation by giving hlim an answer as soon as
posgible, I think the cover 1s really sensational and would add
a lot to most any ccollection,.

¥ith best wishes =

Cordially yours,

Ae



N

Mr. BEzra D, Cole,
Nyack, N.¥.

Dear Ez:

Youre of the 6th received with return of the 244
1861 Vielet cover - verbtical pair,

I may have a buyer for this,

Also thanks for return of the "Via N" photo-print.
If you would 1like one of these I'll print one for you.

Yours of the Bth also recelved.

I mailed the Costales price list to Em Krug with
request to return to you.

Thanks for the cover with the palr of 2¢ Bank Notes
to Zurieh., I enclose check herewith for {12.00. Yes, this
was in the second Knapp sale, but it sold too cheap.

I also acknowledge receipt of the 12¢ '51 vert, palr
and return of my 1/ coples. I will write you later regarding
then,

Yours etc *p

A



Aprdl 17, 1950,

Jlire Mortimer L. Neinkon,
49 West 23rd St.,
New York 10, W,Y,

Dear Mort:

llore 18 a cover that has been placed in
my hands for sale, It 1s really sensational in
8pite of the fact the stamps are not in superb
conditlion, I nevar saw a cever before with three
blocks of six of the 104 1857 from Plate One.

The price is QéO0.00

I will reply later to yours of the 14th
Just reeceived.

With rogards -

Singersly yours,

104 1857 Plate I
Rate to Russia



April 3, 1950.

Mr, Edgar B. Jessup,
% MARCHANT
1475 Powell St., .
Oakland, Calif,

Dear ldgars

‘has cut the price on hils Fort Bridger straight-
line cover to $250,00. Please wire me collect if you want 1t.

Here is a photo of & most remarkable 10¢ 1857 cover -
three blocks of six and two vertical pairs - all Type II and III =
blocks have some cut straight edges and some creases but this
is the only cover I have ever seen wlth three blocks of slx =
most remarkable., The owner assures me thls 1s a recent find and
has never been in a collection or in a dealer's hands. The price
i1s $400,00 but I ean only offer 1t subject to prior sale as I
haven't an option on it. A high rate to Russia in 1858 by
Prussian Closed Mail,

If you do not care for eilther of these covers will you
call up Dr, Polland and ask him 1f he is interested. Please ex~
plain that I was obligated to offer them to you first,

Plesase note the enclosed copy of a letter received from
England, -You will note that this "news" 1s not to be released
until April 15th, so please keep it confidential., I am Indeblted
to Harry and Theo Steinway for this "honor?" as both recommended
that I be elected. They also chose Les Brookman and turned down
Max Johl but he will likely be elected next year, Harry seems to
think that thils is a very great honor but if I am put in the same
class as Les I don't think much of ites I don't know of any real
philatelic research work that Les accomplished outside hls work
on the 1867 grills. All the rest of his "work" has been merely a
compiling job, I am sure you agree, Ned Knapp was a real student
but he never was piecked for the honor so far as I am aware, If
it wasn't for Harry and Theodore I would refuse to accept 1t. I
have not forgotten that I am not eligible for membership in the
Royal, so I haven't mch use for that lousy bunch of British snobs,.
Just a lot of cheap "has~beens" in my opinion, Now Ed, you are a
real philatelic student and I ask you this = Would you feel highly
honored if you were put in the same class as Les? Now would you?

Best regarda -

Yours otc,,
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STANLEY B.ASHBROOK
A.P.S.2497
33 N.FT. THOMAS AVE.

FT. THOMAS, KY.

April 17, 1950.

Mr, Mortimer L, Neinken,
49 West 23rd St.,
New York 10, N,Y,

Dear Mort:

Here is a cover that has been placed in
my hands for sale, It is really sensational in
spite of the fact the stamps are not in superb
condition, I never saw a cover before with three
blocks of six of the 10¢ 1857 from Plate One.

The price is 400,00

I will reply later to yours of the l4th
just received.

With regards -

1y yours,

104 1857 Plate 1
Rate to Russia
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43¢ South Grand Ave,,
Fort Thomas, Ky,

Jan. 12, 19?.'

Mre Clinton B. Vanderbilt,
7 Mountain Terrace,
Upper Monclgir, Nedea

Degar Mr., Vanderbilt:

I am returning herewith the various items as contained in yours
of the 9th.

Cover to Australia, Boston British packet meant that this
Tetter vent from Boston by Cunard Line to England, The 57/ pay-
ment was our "shore to ship" rate, Had this letter been en=-
tirely prepaid, the rate would have been 33¢ of which our share
would have been 5¢4. From the markings I assume that while we
rated the letter as a single (5 ounce or less), the British
rated it as a double (over %), thus the "2" for a double rate.

It might be assumed that the "56" was the sum due, that 1is,

2 X 28, but the British would hardly mark the due figure in our
currency but rather in sterling. However, there does seem to be
some connection between the 56 and 2 X 28, because if the letter
had been prepaid (at 2 X 33) we wonld have credited the British
P,0, the sum of 56¢, I have no idea why the letter is marked
"free” on the reverse. Your guess may be correct,

Later

Since writing the above, I note that the rate to Australia of 33¢
(single) had to be prepaid. See my One Cent Book, Vol, 2, page
342, Hence I assume that the British rated this letter as pre-
paid to destination and charged the U.S. Ps0.D, with 56¢, As the
letter was paid to destination, it was rated as "free" at Victoria.
This is "Free of any postage due," - In such a case as this, it
would appear that the U,S. P,0,D, stood to lose the debit, that is,
56¢, Perhaps the solution may be that although the sender only
put 5¢ on the letter, the postmaster charged him with the difference,
(664 less 5¢), and way-billed the letter as fully prepaid to the
Boston Foreign 0ffice, in which event the "56" was a credit,
However, the credits were supposed to be marked in red.

Re = the off-cover pair of 1¢. The "12" and the "18" are both

Wew York roreign Va B ostmarks,” 1In other words, out of the
total postage paid, or To be collected, the U.S. P,0.D, debited
this sum to the corresponding foreign office, which in the case

of these two mar¥ings was France, Evidently the "12" was an error
and was corrected by the "18," which indicates that this pair was on
a letter to Italy via French mail, Further that the rate was "Short
Paid," hence out of the 42¢ to be collected our share was 2 X 9 or a



won
#2, ¥r. Clinton B, Vanderbilt, Jan. 12, 1944,

debit of 18¢.
The 1¢ stamp on the letter to Canada is & Type IV,

Sincerely yours,

A
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Clinton B. Vanderbilt,
7 Hountaln Terrace,
Upper lontelair,
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/////’ July 14, 1950,

Mre Clinton Bs Vanderbilt,
7 Mountaln Terrace,
Upper lontclalr,
NOW JOPSBY.

Dear Mr. Vanderbilt:

I trust you will pardon my negligence in replying
to your kind note of June 27th, :

I am enclosing herewith the cover referred to in
my letter of the 23rds You will note that this has a plece
cut out in the back and the question was raised - did this
contain a postmark applied in Eagland? You will note that
this cover is quite siuilar to yours, and may I inquire if
your cover has any narkings that were applied in England? I
doubt if such i8 the case as my record of same does not men-
tion any.

In case you wish to purchase the enclosed it was
offered to me by an Eastern dealer @ $12,50,

Sincerely yours,

Enclosed 4
#3861 - Price (12,50

(S.BesAsReference
Se.Book 18-45)



July 24, 1950,

'm». Clinton Ba. vanderbilt,
¥ lMountain Terrace,
; Upper 'mtclair, Hede

 Dear lr. Vanderbilt-

o doubt you are amy on mation but this can
reach you on returne. ‘

: Yours of the 19th with r'oburn of the Kenny cover
meived. L o not think that the red and black of the }
"L C" markings had any special sigaificance., There scems

“to be no axplunatmn for the cutout on the hack of ny
cCover, 2

s Iamq\dteaurethuttm:"awaanoclosed :
mail from the Us Se via Great Britain at that period, The

puz,zn.ng faatm is the "I"ree" on both covers,

; Yo_o. I think wy rate was overpaid by one cente

Sineerely yours,



