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Feb., 5, 1948.

eel Levy,
Rue Lagarde,
Papris &, France,

o N

Dear Mr, Levy:

I am in receipt of yours of the 30th.

There 1es a8 constant and steady deman

fine or especially rare would
than-in Prance,

goders ‘ure not more
popular in England and France? Fxps one reason 1is
that: the market is full of fTake\i¥eois, which sare mede in
Europe. Some of the , , C ed out by Zareskil of
Parig®is. really vex ican collections are
Pullief hig fakess '
fall into the hanc



March 5, 1948.

. Mr. Clarence W. Bréazer,
415 Lexington Ave.,

Dear (larence:
If you can supply me with the follow

mumbers of the E,P.,Journal, will yo
as to forward them with bill?

Whole numbers lg -‘lg - 16

Also please enter uwy
with the April number,

. Thanks e

‘subkgription sts

18
¢ind

ing



CLARENCE W. BRAZER
Philatelist
U. S. ESSAYS & PROOFS
EXCLUSIVELY

415 Lexington Ave., N.E. Cor. 43d St.
NEW YORK 17, N. Y.

MEMBER

Collectors Club—Past Governor
Essay & Proof Unit—Chairman

Tel. VA nderbilt 6-1777 American Philatelic Society New York 17, N. Y.
F Society of Philate}ic Americans
Essay—Proof Society
/ . 21445
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Jan. 10, 1948,

Mr, Clarence V. Brazer,
415 Lexington Ave.,
Hew York 17, N.Y.

Dear Clarence:
Yours of the 7th recelved.

Les Prookman spent yesterday with me enroute
to New York. He will get in touch with you next
week as he wishes to discuss the combinations of
187-188, I was hoping that there might be plate
proofs in existence from plates 202 or 205,

Re - the 24¢ pane. It is in the bright purple
color, but so far, I have not been able to aecquire 1t.

You are right about Latta. WHis whole theory
as it related to the 10¢ Jefferson is cockeyed and
absolutely absurd, But I doubt if he will ever admit
he could be wrong.

Al

With regards =

Sincerely yours,




Jan. 4, 1948.

Mr, Clarence W. Brazer,
415 Lexington Ave.,
New York 17, N.X.

Dear Clarence:

Thanks for yours of the 19th. I haven't
done anything as yet on the 24¢ India proof pane.
In fact, I haven't acquired it as yet. Would you
like to have a photograph of it? If so, IT1ll
send you a print.

I am wondering if you read an article by
Latta in the S.P.A. Journal for November on the
10¢ Bank Hote. If you did not I will loan my copy
to you.

Can you tell me if plate proofs exist show=-
ing the combinations of 187-188%

With best wishes for the New Year.

Sincerely yours,



484 fed T13),

STANLEY B.ASHBROOK
A.P.S.2497
33 N.FT. THOMAS AVE.

5 FT. THOMAS, KY
oy 31

4

Dec.« 17,.1947,

Mr., Clarence W, Brazer,
415 Lexington Ave.,
New York 17x N,Y.

Dear (Clarence:

I have a friend who owns a full left pane -
plate proofs on India - of the 24¢ Bank Note.,
Imprint and Plate No. 21 show at bottom. In case
I can acquire this would you be interested in buying
game? I believe that blocks of four generally
bring around $20.00 to $35.00 at auction, so I judge
a full pane ought to be worth around {$}5600.00, especially
in view of the fact that a full pane is unigue.

Stamped envelope for reply is enclosed.

Aldry\truly,

\ ] Z‘&
SO
i

M/ 308 So pllat auitog (D My Y pitills.
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August 27, 1947.

Mr., E, Tudor Gross,
170 Westminster,
Providence, R.I,

Dear 'Tudor:

A dealer submitted a cover to me and
after I returned it today I wondered if 1t was
anything that might egpecially interest you.

1t was an envelope, (regular size), from
La Porte, Calif. - Jan, 6, 1865 = tOv?ulHO’ and
the 107 rate was paid by ten (10) 1g 1861 over-
lapping, Two of the stamps were radly damaged
and six had ragged perforations atl top. The
dealer has the idea that it 1s very rare and ree
quested me to make a bid. I simply returned 1t =

] E " e =5 T
not interested" - after making a photo.

yile I have seen the 10¢ rate pald by
e 1¢ 1857 I do not recall a
/ 5 T s vals & - =
1/ 186l. Perhaps you have?




Sept. 24, 1947,

Mr, E, Tudor Gross,
16 S. Angell St,,
Providence, R,I,

Dear Tudor:

I am wondering if you received my
letter of Aug. 27th, which I addressed to 170
Westminster? 1In it I deseribed a 10¢ rate from
La Porte, Calif paid by ten copies of the 1¢ 1861,
Eerewith is a photograph that I made of the cover.

I cannot recall that I ever saw a cover
such as this and Hdgar Jessup informed me that he
hadn't elther. I have seen perhaps a half dozen
covers with the rate paild by the 1¢ 1857;*%g3

ERERE O

How are you?
With regards =

Cordially yours,




COLONEL HARRIE S. MUELLER
1505 PARK PLACE
WICHITA 4, KANSAS

# 22 February 1948

Mr Stanley B Ashbrook,
22 North Fort <Thomas Avenue,
Fort Thomas, Kentucky.

Dear Mr Ashbrook:

Inclosed is a cover which | have just acquired from the latest Colby sale. As |

have "doped owt" the story of the cover it is---

Mailed in New York at the office of the Adams Express Company and send under cover
to their office in Augusta, Georgia, and from there sent on to Athens, Tennessee.
There seems to me to be several gaps in this story, and | would like your views

on the whole matter.

(1) Does the oval handstamp of the Adams Express Company always indicate that the
cover originated in New York?

(2) The date of the Augusta postmark seems to be definitely in April, was this
before the use of the various handstamps as listed in Dietz? Was the United States
Postal service still functioning between Augusta, Ga and Athens, Tenn, so that the
rate of 3¢ was still valid?

(3) Is this a true express usage, or is it an example of United States postal pap-

er used in the Confedaracy?

| am inclosing an addressed stamped envelope for the return of the cover. If there

is any additional charge | will be glad to remit if told of the amount.

S ettty

Incls HARRIE S MUELLER
Cover as described
s a (reg) e.

(795268)




. ‘Feb. 24, 1948,

Col. Harrie 5. Museller,
1506 Park, Place, -
| Yiichita 4, Kans. .

|

Dear Coiéﬂal:

3

. Herewith the Adams cover as per yourg{of the 22nd.

18 from therwell-krown "Cleage" find made in\Athens, Tenn f

years ago. -Cleage covers are well known to all the old-tAfiers in
gterial and to if

Confederates, It was a gorgeous lot of
intaet, itiwould De a gold mine. D otomapa Qr Dyra—Clease was
the eashier of a bank in Athens and ' k correspondent of
is bank was the "Manhattan Bank ke & photographic
record of covers from this corre: seems that the
Wew: York bank as early as the fiftdt months of /YBEL were fearful of
. N helpn meil ‘getting
thru to the Athens Bank, hel it to the Adams Zxpress
. Cos T think that your cover :
to Augusta, Ca, In April 1861 /Zu h placed in‘the mail, There
really was no necessity ror, 5

The CuS.4. P.0.D{ (took ovpf/all the post offices in. the

seceded statedNon June 1, or to that time, mail passed thru
*freely from: al rfieess s/ seen quite a few covers similar to
.. yours, that is, Nwing uses prior to June 1, 1861.  Your covser was

hr Die envelope was issued in August 1860. (All
pritrary are in error). :

| (1) ®his §
.~ statements to the
; _-*(2) It was|gailed from Angusta, (ta, FHad the use been after
May 31, 1861, Confdderate postrge would have been charged. In other
‘words,. this envelope would not haye been recognized,

i Kindly refer to your oueries:

1) Yess £ - 2P
€2) I cannot tell you how long before April 1861, the oval
handstamp had “een in use, -
?5) T think that the only significance to this cover 1c the
oval marking.  The U, 8. mail was still in operatlion in April 186%,
in fact, &s stated above, up to June 1, 186l. As s postal item, it
is a use of a 3¢ U, S. stamp in a seceded state, Goeorgia had gséceded
but Tennessee had not. It was probably carried by an bxpress messenger
to Augusta, Ga., but the only reasen for this was fear of trouble. ‘




#2. Col. Harrie S. Nueller, Feb. 24, 1948,

A friend of mine in Buffalo wréte me in October 1945

"This man's (old David Cleage) grandson was a friend of
mine, being a member of the Buffalo Stamp Club some years ago.
He was a chemical engineer at one of the big dye plants here in
Buffalo, and two years ago he murdered his wife and son and kaled
himself here in this ecity." ' :

Further - 1t is nyArecollection (0ff hand) that the New Yerk

bank paild Adams 35¢ on each letter. Examples are known where Adams
simply placed them in the New York Post Office. Also similar items

are known from other Wew York firms.
With kindest regards =

Cerdially your



