





















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































QUALITY—
YOU’LL ENJOY

Czechoslova%la BOHEMIA
2.90

206(8)

47-A-8 _____ .30
49-53 ____
54-5 (tabs)_-- .09
56-9 =

60-1 __
62-83 ______ =65
84 .02

B3-4 (tabs)_ - .14
B5- 8 (tabs)_- .20

blocks (4)_ .20
SLOVAKIA

293-304 (15)_ 1.00
293-3040 ___ .30

() o
LIS e DO R N e B S R o
SUHO U < =3 B < < S

75 | P20-30 (9) __ 20
16 | P316 ______ 12

15 MONACO

22 INT8E S .55
8| Tozign i .90
.20 Roosevelt (9) .76
.20 | B24-5 .
00 | B76-84
B&5-90

[SRCTER]
3]

B1-2 (tabs)__ .18 |

263

| 263 0
264-83 X
264-83 X 0 __

386
387
388
389
390
391
392

392 0 _

‘{‘1‘31\ 5F(13)X
383A-5F X o_

Victory An-post
15 values _ 1.00
NETHERLANDS
.30

NFTHERLANDS
Biols o n 1.0
B82-5 o .55
B86-9 .95
BS86-9 o .50
B90-3 70
B90-3 0 .35
B94-T _ 70
B94-To - .40
B98-102 .75
B98-1020 ___ .33
B33 R LT .60
B103-70 2.~ .35
B108-12 ____ .60
B108-120 ___ .32
B113-7 .90
B113-70 - .50
B118-22 ____ .50
B118-22 0 ___ .40
B123-8

B123-8 0

B128 o .
B129-33 ____ A&
B129-330 ___ .25
B134-8 _____ .20
Bl134-80 ____ .15
B139:43 = 7% 16
BIS9-Agof -2 13

0
! (sERBIA)

2N31-41 - .30
2N42-6 ——___ .35
2NB1-4 ____ .50
2NB7-10 - .30

2NB7a-10a __ 1.00
2NB7b-10b - 1.00

2NBTc-10c —- .75
2NB11-4 ___ .40
2NB15-8 -—__ .2
2NB19-22 . ——
2NB23-6 ___ .40
SWEDEN
229j08=c==E = .45
230-5 o .38
2620 _ .15
264-7 o .15
299-300E 0 —_ .05

301-9 (10) o - .10

313-5 o .09
316-8 o .10
319-21 o .10
3220 ——- .35
323-5 0 - 17
326-8 0 - .32
329-31 o .06
332-4 o .35
335-To0 - .08
338-41 __ .60
338-410 - .3b
342-40 - .12
360-20 - .08
366-80 - .14
374-60 - .09
STT=9) —omme et 22D
3885 —-—-__ 40
386-90 - .49

Pioneers (4)_ .50
Strindb’g (4) .40
B3T=A1" 2" db
(G B S

Mint—unless o for used—very fine
to superb. X means very good to fine.
MINIMUM ORDER $1— POSTFREE.
48-hour service—no credit slips—' ‘NO
SALE” until you are satisfied in every

way.

Write for free lists Austria, Belgium,

Finland, Germany,

Norway, Poland,

Roumania and German Locals.

APS—ASDA—SPA

A. C. ZALESKY

1728 Bever Ave.,
CEDAR RAPIDS, IOWA
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For a long time it has been our
contention that people possessing or
selling forged Confederate stamps
are in for trouble. From these people
and there are many of them, we have
received divers arguments, viz: The
Confederate States were illegal, their
stamps have no status, the courts will
hold that this was a secession govern-
ment and thus is not protected by any
of the laws governing such cases.
That the selling, ete., of such material
is not a violation of the law, ete. For
the legal minded and those not legal
minded, let’s take a look and see what
gives. Why not give some attorney
a fee for a look at Hurd’s revised
Statutes of the United States or fail-
ing that, ask your attorney to look
up the law covering the counterfeiting
of the stamps of the Confederate
States. He will tell you that Section
178 of the act of June 8, 1872 pro-
vided for just that. But an ever
watchful Attorney General saw to it
that many revisions were made to
bring into the U. S. Statutes the
stamps of the Confederate States.

Carefully scanning this law, we
find it was repealed and an act was
put on the Statutes (June 15, 1917,
40 Stat. 226) which defined “Foreign
Governments.” That act includes
within the term, any faction or body
of insurgents, which may or may not
be recognized by the United States,
as a Government. To the collectors
of Confederate material, this may be
news. To those dealing in this phony
material, this also may be news. To
those who come into an encounter
with law and who claim ignorance of
this law, this also will be news, al-
though the ‘“ignorance of the law”
part of their plea will mean nothing.
Every one coming into court should
know that ignorance of any law, ex-
cuses no one!

A few weeks ago we had a party
tell us we were as wet as a hen in a
rain storm. Just a week before that
we ran into another tune where the
party selling a Confederate stamp
“did so in good faith” not knowing
that the stamp and its cancelation
were not in order. Well, we could be
wrong! So we took it upon ourselves
to contact a very busy man and get
the real lowdown on the situation—
this time both cancelations and stamps
of the Confederacy—and we wish to
again thank our friend U. E. Baugh-
man, Chief of our U. S. Secret Service
which in turn is the policing agent of
our U. S. Treasury Department.

Many people have the idea that
Chief Baughman and his many Dis-
trict Agents in charge are tough on
them. We know personally some of
these very fine agents in charge
around the country. They have co-
operated with us in many ways.
When these men make a demand for
counterfeit material they are really
helping collectors—the quicker this
material gets off the market the bet-
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ter it will be for the unwary and the
unsuspecting.

Under date of April 30th again a
visitor called on us and told us again
that our contention was wrong, that
our valves needed grinding and an
adjustment of our literary spark
plugs was in order. We thought per-
haps an overhaul job might be in
order and we always believe in letting
the other fellow have his say. We
remembered Chief Baughman and his
help in the past. Under date of May
3rd we asked for specific information
covering the stamps of the Confeder-
ate States. Under date of May 15th
we received word from Chief Baugh-
man and are reproducing -his letter
below. Please keep this issue or re-
move this page and place it in your
albums for future reference as there
will be more use for these laws from
time to time that will interest the
readers of this column. We publical-
ly acknowledge a debt of gratitude to
Chief Baughman for the information
his letter contains. Here it is:

“Reference is made to your letter
of May 3, 1950 requesting informa-
tion concerning counterfeit postage
stamps.

“The laws providing for punish-
ment for the possession of or dealing
in counterfeit stamps are of fairly
early origin, taking into consideration
that the first U. S. postage stamps
were issued in 1847. The possession
of and dealing in counterfeit stamps
has been attacked in two ways in the
statutes: (1) through statutes out-
lawing the possession and sale of
obligations and securities of the
United States or foreign countries,
and (2) through statutes outlawing
the possession and sale of United
States and foreign counterfeit stamps.

“1, Stamps as Obligations and Se-
curities.

“a. United States obligations or
securities. Section 10 of the Act of
June 30, 1864, 13 Stat. 221, provided
that any person who shall pass, utter,
publish, or sell, or shall bring into the
United States from any foreign place
with intent to pass, utter, publish,
or sell, or shall have or keep in posses-
sion, or conceal, with intent to utter,
publish, or sell, any false, forged,
counterfeited, or altered obligation or
other security of the United States,
with intent to deceive or defraud,
shall be deemed guilty of a felony.
Section 13 of the Aect defined the
words ‘obligation or other security of
the United States’ as including
stamps, and other representatives of
value, of whatever denomination,
which have been or may be issued
under any act of Congress.

“The substance of these provisions
were continued in section 5413 and
5431 of the Revised Statutes of the
United States (1874); in sections
147 and 151 of the Act of March 4,
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1909, 35 Stat. 1115, 1116, and in title
18, U. S. C., sections 8 and 472 (1948).

“h. Foreign obligations or securi-
ties. Foreign postage stamps have
never been specifically defined by
statute as obligations or securities.
However, the Treasury Department
has interpreted the term ‘obligation or
other security of a foreign govern-
ment’ to include foreign postage
stamps. The dealing in counterfeit
obligations or securities, with intent
to defraud, or the possession of such®
obligations or securities with intent
to pass them off as true and genuine,
was made punishable by sections 4
and 5 in the Act of May 16, 1884, 23
Stat. 23. Although this Act was re-
pealed by the Act of March 4, 1909,
35 Stat. 1156, the substance of the
provisions of sections 4 and 5 of this
Act of 1884 were continued in sections
159 and 160 of the Act of March 4,
1909, 35 Stat. 1118. These provisions
are now continued in title 18, U. S. C.,
sections 479 and 480 (1948).

“2. Counterfeit Postage Stamps.

“Section 178 of the Act of June 8,
1872, 17 Stat. 305, provided for the
punishment of any person who shall
make, or print, or knowingly use or
sell, or have in possession, with intent
to use or sell, any forged or counter-
feited postage stamps. The language
of this statute would appear to be
broad enough to cover both United
States and Confederate States stamps.
Section 179 of the Act of June 8,
1872, made the forging or counter-
feiting of, or knowingly uttering or
using a foreign postage stamp punish-
able. These provisions were con-
tinued in effect by sections 5464 and
5465 of the Revised Statutes (1874).
They were repealed by the Act of
March 4, 1909, but their provisions
re-enacted by that Act, sections 219
and 220. The Act of June 15, 1917,
40 Stat. 226, added a definition of
‘foreign govermment,’” which included
within the term any faction or body
of insurgents which may or may not
be recognized by the United States as
a government. The substance of the
foregoing provisions were continued
in title 18, U. S. C., sections 11, 501
and 502.”




ICLASSIC POSTAL MARKINGS

Throughout the realm of postal
markings, during both the stampless
and adhesive periods, are found many
outstanding examples of ingenious,
attractive, and colorful town and rate
cancelations. Particularly striking
illustrations of such markings origi-
nated from a hamlet some sixty-odd
miles west of Chicago, in De Kalb
County, Illinois. Shabbona Grove
produced markings that today are
among the rarest of all strikes.
George P. Weiland, 152 Hope Ave.,
Syracuse, N. Y., was kind enough to
allow me to present these postal mark-
ings for your inspection, and admira-
tion, because they rate it.

THE SHIELD IN RED ON A
STAMPLESS COVER.

—Photograph courtesy of Charles
Machell, Syracuse, N. Y

The well known Shabbona Grove
shield, struck in red, is shown in
Figure 1 used on a fancy embossed
cover. This cover was mailed October
24, 1855, traveled prepaid to Water-
town, New York, where it wasn’t im-
mediately picked up and had to be ad-
vertised. The handstamped PAID is
in red, the ADVERTISED is in black,
and the manuscript 1 is in black.

THE SHIELD IN BLACK ON A
STAMPED COVER—3c 1857.
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ble to accurately determine the year
date of usage although the three cent
rates place the usage somewhere in
the late 1850’s, particularly cover
number two.

THE RIBBON IN BLACK ON A
STAMPLESS COVER.
Sl 1
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Photograph courtesy of Charles
Machell, Syracuse, N. Y

The double cirele in red from Shab-
bona Grove is presented on the cover

THE DOUBLE CIRCLE IN RED ON
A STAMPLESS COVER.

Photograph courtesy of Charles
Machell, Syracuse, N. Y

in Figure 4. Mailed September 5,
1855, this cover is the same type of
embossed cover as shown in Figure 1.
And like the cover in Figure 1 this
stampless went to Watertown pre-
paid, and was advertised.

It is cover markings such as these
that make the search for stampless
and stamped covers ever exciting,
particularly since these markings
catalogue twenty-five dollars each.
Such a premium price is well war-
ranted since these covers are as scarce
as '47s in dime packets.

These covers and others like them
are bringing ever increasing prices
whenever they appear on the market.
Probably an excellent example of

what stampless markings can bring
will be demonstrated in Pollitz &
Paige’s 50th Sale of May 13th. Lot
No. 2 is a dandy copy of the Windsor
Locks steamboat marking. Not too
long ago this cover brought about
twenty-five to thirty-five dollars.
Let’s see what this cover will bring.

As in all commodities value is de-
termined by the old law of supply and
demand. The demand for classic
stampless is keen but the supply is
practically nil. Normally it is only
when a collection is being broken up
that one of these covers reaches the
market. That competition for owner-
ship is so great indicates the growing
trend toward interest in postal his-
tory. One might meditate on the
cause. Could it be that the flood of
new issues of the post war years dis-
couraged the collector of moderate
means and limited time? Collecting
stampless is at the same time exciting
and restraining—there is fun and in-
terest for all who give it a try.

Incidentally, postal history students
who would like to see a postal history
society formed contact Johnny Fox,
116 Nassau St., New York, right
away, telling him so. If sufficient
interest is displayed positive steps
will probably be taken on the project.

Collectors of U. S. cancelations who
have sought some group composed of
cancelation collectors might inquire of
Leonard V. Huber, 4841 Canal St.,
New Orleans 19, La., for information
regarding the U. S. Cancelation Club.

Collectors of postal markings would
also do well to secure a copy of Black
and Davis’ “Postal Markings of Dos-
ton to 1890.” Of primary interest to
Boston postal marking collectors, this
book is of great value to all postal
history students. Most progressive
dealers stock this great book.

Harry Konwiser’s “The United
States Stampless Cover Catalogue’]
is a must for the serious stampless
student. Herein are listed a majority
of stampless markings recorded at the
time of writing, arranged according
to states, towns, and territories.
There is also considerable data rele-
vant to postal rates and other in-
cidental information of value to the
student.

With the coming of summer many
of us will soon be taking off into the
hills, forgetting stamps and covers,
seeking only fresh air. It might
prove profitable to keep an eye open
here and there for possible sources
of finds. Decadent farmhouses, back-
woods post offices, and the like, fre-
quently provide us with the material
that makes headline news in the
stamp press. But then you didn’t
have to be told that.

Weekly Philatelie Gossin









