






































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































434 South Grand Av ., 
Port Thoma .• , Ky. 

r,:r . Ralph A. Kimbl , 
8118 Dnnt Ave ., 
Chie eo, III • 

Dear Ralph: 

Yours of th loth r c ived. 

a a ing the Ras arch Group. 
Dolly fo your own 

but if you care to 
nr do th 1'0 ;rould be no 

vel' 1 editor1 1 in "stamp" 
you ght r fer to his r ks 
Group .01' • 

oct. 13, 1941. 

I s nt tho Bulletins to yo 
nd not with any idea of 

k som mention of th ork 
objection. Lin qui t has had 
in th p at few months and 
regarding d tail 0 the 

I r tt rning h l'l ant letter ith du appr ela-
tion of his kind r I'dinz my efforts. I note he 
cont plates a s ria of article on th 1847-1869 1 uos nd 
I 111 b only too gl d to ive him ny 8aistanc I c n . 
Hi' lcoma to u ything h 1 h rom my book or 

Pl as tell not to overlook the Ch s articl 
on th 1847 1 au h.oh was pub11sh d in th hil t 11e 
G z tt in 1918. This is th best rticle that h ev r ap­
pear d on th 47' • You should able to g t Doc's con nt 
for rookm n to uo yth:1.ng h 1 h from thi rt1cle or 
th 3¢ Book but in cn you need y help Illl lend hand. 

You know I feol bout 111ustr.tlon . Bett r non at all 
p eo r111er "/hi eh do not sho what 1 int nded. POOl' 

cut are con£u ing. P rhaps I c n help Brookman along this 11ne 
if it would not r gr t de 1 of my ti hich t 
pres nt I c 111 fford to p ra . I sugg st that h ok for 
ha.t h "ant nd I'11 S 'l7h tIc do . 

I nelo ins h r ith cut from on of my pe dr lngs 0 the 
5i. I ha s1 d1 r dr wings of the lOt. al 0 the l¢. 3¢. 

1851. H 1s leo to ny of th se. 

I v ry eh pi 
00 ttee and hop 
futur on the .rt 



#2. 

r. Ralph A. Kimble, Oct. 13, 1941. 

and 1f such a book could be published at a prof1t by the 
Scott Co., a much 1 proved lork could be pub11shed by the 
-Society at no loss. The catalogue 1s the collector's guide, 
and it hould be 100% accurate. 

With kinde t reg rd , 

Cordially yours. 



flhe c7lmerican Philatelist 
AMERICA'S OLDEST AND LEADING STAMP JOURNAL 

-- CONTINUOUSLY PUBLISHED SINCE 1887 

Mr.Stanley B.Ashbrook 
434 South Grand Avenue 
Fort Thomas, Ky. 

8118 :Dante Avenue 

Chicago, 91linois 

Official Organ of the 
American Philatelic Society 

RALPH A. KIMBLE, Editor 

14 October 1941 

Dear Stanley-
I can not tell you how much 

I appreciate the kindly tone and expressed willingness to 
cooperate,in your letter of October 13th. I know that 
Brookman will be delighted,and am forwarding your letter on to 
him so he can properly answer it. Your action is a striking 
example of the mutual cooperation that CAN make philately 
a joy and an inspirat ion to those who labor in trying to 
propound its charms and intricacies to others. 

As to the suggestions in the 
latter part of your letter--I fully agree that when and if 
the APS--or any other qualified national organization--can 
really go into an unbiased,thoroughly impartial and scientific 
specialized catalog,it will be the greatest blessing philately 
has had in eons. The non-dealer catalog scheme has been tried 
before,as you know,but not in a thonough mwnner,and without 
the qualified experts and the cash resources necessary to make it 
a success. It is so big a thing,and the initial cost so great, 
that most persons are afraid of the idea,forgetting that the 
returns can also be great--perhaps greater than anyone imagines. 

Certainly our guides,as are the 
catalogs, SHOULD be written and published by those without any 
personal interest in selling stamps.That is.obvious,but to date 
there has been no concerted action,nor even agreement among 
those qualified to produce such a book or books,that makes 
possible an aotual start. I'm for it,decidedly. 



,~ 

• R lph • Kimble, 
8118 Dante Av . , 
Chicago, III • 

D r Ralph: 

4~'5·1 South Grand .ave ., 
Fort Thomas, y. 

Oct. 16, 1 41. 

I '; 
t 

a1 ys 'usy but her ar soma thou ht. reI -
tnlogue propo lt10n to r n lind. 

n !' C ed in 
cry think of th 

1c10s . I 
t1on, 0 if 

r to the 

1t ha 
cost. 

im on our 
countle 

all th 

he 

re pI n ed lth 
s t1 fied, 

can to ake hi 

Cordi ly yours, 

.~ 



'. 

Co. 

434 outh Grand ve., 
ottt Tho~ , Ky. 

ct. 16, 1941. 

u e",tio 
tE1.10f,u 

1 t1; lctl co ide t 1. 

1 c r 1 your, 



J.W. ~toweU Printing Go. 
L.AW 

PHIL.A T EL.IC PRINTING NUMISMATIC 

COMMERCIAL. 

FEDERALSBURG, MD. 

lr. Stanley B. Ashbrook 
434 S~ GrQnd Ave. 
Ft. Thomas, Ky. 

Dear Mr. Ashbrook: 

November 4, 1941 

I received your letter in regard to the catalogue. 
r have looked over Scott's and think it is out of the 
question nearly for anyone except Scott to undertake to 
get out a catalogue that would pay expenses. 

In the first place it would require an awful lot of 
capital to do it and an office like ours could not handle 
it to advantage as the pages would have to be electrotyped 
before printing. It would be nearly impossible to handle 
the job in any other way and make a un iform looking list 
as it could not be done from linotype slugs, and this is 
the only way we do our work here. The Scott people, I under­
stand ao their own electrotyping and composition and the 
only thing that they do not do is the binding which is put 
out to a regular book binder. 

Very truly yours, 

;'.lf~R? 
per~~..$ . 

JWs:s 

.~ 



1c Is , 
Bldg . , 

o. 

111: 

-- - -~~~~~--~-------------: 

434 South Gra~d v., 
Fort Thorn s, Ky. 

Oct. 16, 1941. 

. copy of lott r I ha 
- xpl ntory. 

r1tt n • • 

~old pract1c .lly all 
~cott c. &. c· locuo 
ffort r lould 0 e 



.. 

#2 . 

r . \m. C. richela , Oct. 16, 1941. 

w nt to ,0 off half-cocked 0 n ido 1 ke this, and to 
y ll-feo ine or controv y. I 1· va my heart s t on a 
alo "UG, on that is honest and accu!'ate, and one th ji Vlill 

co. r to ny special group or groups, but u or ~hich _11 
g21d th t col1 ctor cnn depend upon. 

the or ok to d1 po 
. b1 to ell 

t d by th 

(Jo "d!ally ou 

1 

, 
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WILLIAM C MICHAELS 
CHARLES M . BLACK MAR 
SAMUEL D . NEWKIRK 
HENRY I. EAGER 
ROY p . SWANSON 
K EN N E TH E . MIDGLEY 
RALPH M.JONES 
ALBERT L. REEVES. JR. 
ROBERT E . COLEBERD 
EDWARD S . BIGGAR 

; 

LAW OFFI CES 

MICHAELS, BLACKMAR , NEWKIRK , EAGER & SWANSON 

906 COMMERCE BUILDING 

DELBERT J. HAFF K A N SA SC I T Y , MO. 
OF CO UN SEL 

October 22, 1941 

Mr. Stanley Ashbrook 
434 South Grand 
Fort Thomas, Kentucky 

My dear Stanley: 

I have been giving some thoughtto the matter 

of your letter of the 16th. The same thing has oc-

curred to me more than once, but my chief grievance 

with the catalogue is the matter of prices. On my 

desk at home are twenty priced catalogues of well pub­

licized sales, also a lot of price lists and advertise­

ments. From all these things it can be proved definitely 

that, with a very few exceptions, the prices of Nineteenth 

Century United States items in the catalogue are all wet, 

completely wet. In the catalogue Hugh said that the 

i . . ~ . pr ces are for fine cop1es wh1ch utbe 1nformed dealer 

will charge an informed collector." But in a paper read 

to the Congress December 1, 1940 Hugh admits that since 

there is a prevalent custom by the dealer~ of giving 

fifty percent discount on stamps therefore (it is argued , 
inferentially) the prices in the catalogue must be double 

what the dealer expects to get. So you can see the 

direct inconsistency of Hugh's argument. He said MIf 

I were to cut the pr~ces of all early stamps by fifty 

percent, I do not believe this would have the slightest 



Mr. Stanley Ashbrook 2. 

effect in stopping the quoting of such fifty percent 

discounts.- So there you are. 

In his recent advertisement (September 20, 1941) 

Hugh said, "We believe that this edition reflects cur­

rent market prices more accurately than any previous 

edition.- I say, and there is not a chance of successful 

refutation, that the prices in the present catalogue 

do not reflect the current market prices. Hugh now 

says that the prices in the catalogue are for third 
l\~~I' 

grade material which he calls ~e~ His first grade 
\,.. ' " \' 

, I 

are gems. His second grade is choice and his third 
.'- II 

grade (the ones priced in the catalogue) are standard, 

and then· he says that they can be off-center, etc., etc. 

I doubt if he can point to a single sale in any well 

publicized auction of any ·standard" stamp being sold 

at any where near the price in his catalogue. Occasion­

ally a super-superfine stamp sells up to the catalogue 

and,very rarely, a little above it, but it is quite 

a different thing for a "standard- stamp to sell at 

catalogue or even as much as sixty percent of catalogue. 

I am of the firm opinion that you should appoint 

that committee of twenty-five, subdivide the work, cover 

, only Ni neteenth Century items and arrange to publish the 



• 

\. 
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Mr. Stanley Ashbrook 3 

catalogue in installments in the American Philatelist 

and give the matter wide publicity. But by no means 

have any dealers on your committee. The mere appoint­

ment of such a committee and its intentions will probably 

wake up Hugh Clark. The first announcement of such com­

mittee should distinctly state that it is solely in the 

interest of Philately and not for the aggrandizement of 

any person or any group of persons but merely to list and 

price and describe officially the stamps that are really 

stamps. I do not think you should go into the Twentieth 

Century things at all. at least at first, and for Goodness 

sake eliminate Red Cross Seals, Sanitary Fairs, Postal 

Cards, Telegraph Stamps, and a lot of other riff-raff and 

confine yourself entirely to the adhesive stamps regularly 

issued in the Nineteenth Century. 

I. for one, would be willing to subscribe to a 

fund to circularize the membership of the A. P. S. to 

get their views or for such other purpose as may be 

deemed proper. A catalogue that undertakes to fix the 

market prices of stamps should put down the market 

prices and not double ~he market prices. Did you ever 

hear of a third class 99 R II selling for $600.001 And 

did you ever hear of it selling for $300.00 or even 

.~ 
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Mr. Stanley Ashbr00k 4 

$100.001 Of course, we know that superb 99 R lIs 

sell for more than $100.00 but not third class things, 

not Ustandards." And so all along the line. 

With best regards, 

Sincerely 

w. c. MICHAELS. 

WCM/VB 



D r rold: 

434 'outh Orand v., 
ort Tho 0, Ky. 

u • 8, 19{2 

cov r . I cuess th r 
nd that it 

thi t1. 1 

c . , 



434 ~outh Grand Ave ., 
Fort Thomas , Ky. 

Dec . 3 , 1942 . 

f r . Lambe4"" ' ' . Gerber, 
Tamaqua , t,una . 

Dear <r . Gerber: 

H 1'e'l1th the 00~ 1869 f'ace of cover . I believe this 
cov r ic pe.£fectly cood nd I cannot find anyt ing 
Ton ~ 'i th 1 t . I, ee nothing queer Ilbout the "year'r in 

the r nch 1'k~ng , hence I bel~eve the se was nc ually 
lork on July 6 , IBu9 . The co~bin tion of the 
•• nd the red ~ew York prove that the r te on 

the letter actually 30¢, he ce th o~ly supposition 
that all light not be right; ,'ould De to suppose that ·the 
30¢ lUe9 as substituted for a 30i of the prev~ous issue . 
I CaIWOl. f~nd a. oit of 6\idence aft r a C[1' ful e~'am':'na ­
l.ion und l' y novia lamp th t t i as one . 

T is 
fake fro 
t is ito 

yoo1d cov r and lIe I have seen s v r 1 
hi~ col1 etlon, I have eve-y reason to b 1io-o 

i O. K. 

In addition, I have seen otb r cove's froD this s 
co responde ,oe ,~1. ich I h d no cau. e to que. tion, and I 
have r.1~o seen sever 1 covers from tho 8 e corre~p nd~nco 
hich I con id!>od V/ara a.d . 

For . le , tiVO you a copy of uouren ' s, 

II r i1 t ly of Tomorro ,/11 

Vol . 1 '2? 

If so t11.ln to p es 46 and 4..7 etc . TIer a 'Seybold' 
cover fr·o the ['ru~e I'Cotter" corl' spondence , a use fro 1 

New York on ug . 21 , 1869 . LIen Colson att pted to ,011 
this cover (wi~h a SO¢ 1869) to e tin for th sum 
of 275 . 00 . L. our n pronounc d cover a fake , nd I think 
his opi on was correct , ate st~ p originally u ad ~&S - -

doubtedly a ~5, 18C9. 

Ther e is no cha!"' for the above ' ec 1.lSe I run nly 00 lad 
t o get a reco~d of such ite s . 

SiYlceraly y urs , 



BILLINGS? NELSON, QUEVLI 
and other Collections 

(~j.~f 
'.{ 

f> /~ ,. ,( r 

~ JOe blue « carmine; very fine to uperb copy, Ilghtl! tied to 
~ full face of cover to France. July pmk makes this a "'ery 

early use. Accompanied by letter from Ashbrook. Genuine 
covers are very rare « are worth over cat. , (12),) 

'W EDNESDAY ---&-L-rH-U"J{SDAY 
APRIL 21st & 22nd, 1943 

LAMBERT W. GERBER 
200 Rowe Tamaqua, Pa. 



DEFINITIONS OF CONDITIONS 

SUPERB : periection in all respects. 

VERY FI NE: not quite superb. Centering nearly perfect. 

QUITE FINE or EXTRA FINE: perforations clear of design, free from any defects. 

FI N E: perforations touching or barely cutting design, free from any defects 
(tears, very heayy cancels, missing perforations, thin spots, creases). 
Certain U. S. issues are predominently of i-center, such as 1857, Grilled 
is ues, Jamestown, 1919-21 Rotary, etc. ; such are particularly applicable 
to this classification. 

AVERAGE: sOllnd copies without defect, usually somewhat off-center. 

VERY GOOD: sound appearing but with trivial minor defect. 

GOOD : mle or more of the following defects: thin, straight-edge, nibbed 
perforations, creases faded, etc. 

F A I R and POOR: low grade merchandise, usually damaged. 

The above definitions apply to all gradings in this sale. Where classi­
fication s conflict with personal conceptions, ADJUST YOUR GRADINGS TO 
OURS for OKL Y when classified lots do not adhere to above definitions will we 
accept returns. K. B. Lots graded "average" or lower are sold strictly without 
recourse for any reason and no returns for credit will be allowed. 

TERMS OF SALE 

1. All bit'" are per lot and not portions thereof. 

2. Terms: STRICTLY CASH. Buyers MUST pay \"ithin seven days of date of 
notification of the amount secured for them. Those desiring special terms 
must secure written agreement prior to date of sale. 

3. uccessflll bidders must be known to us or have established credit with us at 
lea t t,yO weeks prior to sale date; otherwise must make payment in full 
a per invoice before lots are presented to them. 

4. Claims for error in description, SUBJECT TO ABOVE DEFINITIONS ONLY, 
must be made within 3 days of receipt. This time limit can be extended 
only upon written agreement. Floor bidders may not return lots for 
any reason. 

S. All stamps are guaranteed genuine. Claims for error will be considered at any 
time within 30 days from date of sale. 

6. \\'c re en'e the right to withdraw any lot or to group two or morc or to 
teject any bid we consider detrimental to the interests of the owner. 

7. X 0 ch~rge i made for executing bids; howe"er a nominal charge of at least 
2~ c will be made on successful bidders to CO\'er costs of postage, insurance 
and handling. 

8. Combination lots, wholesale lots, or any lots containing over 5 stamps are 
sold strictly without recourse to return. Likewise, lots described below 
the grade oj "fine" are sold strictly AS IS. 

9. Lots ,llot lifted within the necessary 7 days from date of sale may be sold 
either priYately or at auction by us; any loss arising to be made good 
by the defaulting bidder, but inasmuch as we act only as agents for the 
owner. we shall not be considered personally responsible for any default 
on the part oi either owner or bidder. 


