




























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































NO SURRENDER

(Continued from page 51)

Picayune described on May 9—those
whose “shameless conduct” on ‘“our
streets and thoroughfares” had become
a “'shocking nuisance,” and whose ar-
rest it demanded, “whether arrayed in
fine clothes or in rags,” In New Or-
leans, when “women of the town” made
themselves objectionable by their im-
portunities or otherwise, they were
thrown into jail for a night, and fined
$5. That is the treatment which Butler
had in mind. There is no record of
any soldier who because of Order No.
28 made what may chastely be described
as a false move towards any respectable
woman.

Monroe refused. to carry on. Sending
him and other city officials to intern-
ment camps, Butler set up a military
government with Major (later General)
G. F. Shepley as commandant, Captain
Jonas H. French, provost marshal, act-
ing as chief of police, and Major Joseph
M. Bell, provost judge, dispensing jus-
tice from the bench. On May 20, he
issued an order: “No person will be
permitted to insult or interfere with any
officer or soldier in the discharge of

his duty. No person hereafter will be
permitted to denounce or threaten with
personal violence any citizen of the
United States for the expression of
Union and loyal sentiments.”” Then he
began to crack down.

He might have pardoned Mumford,
condemned to death by the provost court
for desecrating the United States flag,
the only one of the four caught, had he
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not believed that mercy would be con- '
strued as fear, A few days before, he

had commuted the death sentence of six
parole-breaking members of the Monroe
Guards, and won the commendation of
The Picayune June 5: “The clemency
of General Butler was wise and judici-
ous, and will, we doubt not, be gratify-
ing to the community.” Their plea was
that parole was for gentlemen, and they
were not gentlemen. Butler saw them
as vicitims of the system against which
he was struggling—the power of the
“aristocrats,” who, he believed, had
brought on the war and were responsi-
ble for the intransigeance in New Or-
leans. Mumford’s offense, to him,
symbolized that spirit. So he closed his
heart to the pleadings of the man’s wife
and children, and of the Union men
who united their voices to hers, and Q
ordered the execution on the 6th, The
infantry and cavalry which faced the

huge, silent crowd in front of the mint

that morning symbolized the inexorable
military enforcements which Butler

would thenceforth exact.

On June 10, he required the oath of
allegiance to the United States from all ,
who exercised public authority or any )
kind, or asked any favors of the gov-
ernment beyond police protection; on
July 11, he prohibited the assembly of
more than three persons in the streets
or public squares; on August 16, he dis-
armed the rebellious population, con-
fiscating six thousand weapons of all
kinds—even fencing foils and cere-
monial swords—for information about
which he paid from $3, for bowie
knives, to $10, for guns.

This put most of the civil population
at the mercy of negroes who were
threatening to get out of hand. Father
Claude Pascal Maistre, pastor of St
Rose de Lima church, openly incited the
negroes against the whites. There were
uprising on a number of plantations,
with more or less violence. Bands of
ex-slaves roved through the city, com-
mitting robberies, and insulting whites.
As early as July 18, The Picayune re-
ported that “The Federal soldiers are
beginning to complain of the impudent
airs which the spoiled negroes are be-
ginning to put on.”

Resistance continued. Mrs. Anna
Larue, wife of a gambler, almost causec
a riot in front of the St. Charles hote
July 10, by displaying the Confederat
flag, reviling Union soldiers, and pr
phesying victory for Jefferson Davi
“A flagmania seems to have taken
session of quite a number of the i
habitants of New Orleans, particula
of the genter sex,” chronicled T
Picayune ten days later. “Finding
dangerous to exhibit Confederate flag

(Continued on page 5
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(Continued from page 52)

either on houses, in bonnets or on
bosoms, it has now become quite com-
mon to abuse those who exhibit a prefer-
ence for the old star-spangled banner.”
A shop-keeper put a skeleton, placarded
“Chickahominy” in his show window;
a man exhibited a cross which, he gloat-
ingly asserted, had been carved from the
bone of a Yankee; the funeral proces-
sion of a young lieutenant was greeted
with laughter.

Butler increased the pressure, multi-
plied the arrests. To ask a policeman
how many time he had taken the oath,
was to incur a fine of $10, as The Pica-
yune reported July 29. He imprisoned
Father (later Archbishop) Napoleon
Joseph Perché, editor of “Le Propaga-
teur Catholique” in his own house, and
suppressed that organ because of its
secessionist policies; he closed several
Protestant churches because the minis-
ters refused to offer up the prayer for
the President of the United States. But
Father James Ignatius Mullon, pastor of
St. Patrick’s church, defied him with so
much spirit, that Butler allowed the fiery
Irishman to conduct services as he
wished.

The Confiscation Act, passed by Con-
gress, July 17, and Lincoln’s Emancipa-
tion Proclamation of September 22, ef-
fective January 1, 1863, gave Butler a
new club. The former declared im-
mediate confiscation of the property of
Confederates who held civil or military
office, but gave all others sixty days
within which to return to the allegiance
of the United States and save their prop-
erty. The latter was not a general
liberation of slaves, but was another ex-
pression of the confiscation policy, for
it withheld freedom from negroes be-
longing to loyal Unionists in the South-
ern territory which the Federals had
brought under their power.

Nowhere in the South were the con-
fiscation laws so rigidly applied. Butler
seized $245,760 of the Confederate gov-
ernment, on deposit in the banks, and
shipped about four hundred church and
plantation bells—some dating back as
far as 1775—which patriots had sent to
New Orleans to be cast into cannon—
to the North, where they were sold
for $30,000. He had already seized the
omes of General D. E. Twiggs and of
ohn Slidell, two prominent Confed-
ates, and csmb]lshed his residence m
e former. Under the new order, he
real estate, money, securities,
‘niture, horses, works of art, com-
dities, table silver, personal jewelry,
n the clothes. At the auctions, where
property was sold for the account of
. United States, immense values were
(Continued on page 54)
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knocked down, to speculators, for a
small percentage of their worth.

In August, he laid a levy of $312,176
against the two hundred-odd business
men who had subscribed $1,250,865 to
the Confederate war chest, and $29,200
against the cotton brokers who had ad-
vocated the freezing of the cotton move-
ment in the hope of precipitating for-
eign intervention. In December, he re-
peated that assessment. His purpose was
two-fold: to feed the destitute when the
Free Market, which had been supported
by local subscriptions, ran out of money;
and to weaken the power of the classes.

Theoretically, the emancipation proc-
lamation kept 87,000 negroes in slavery
in Louisiana, the property of loyal Un-
ion men or foreigners; but Butler ap-
plied its principles so thoroughly—in-
voking the laws of their countries which
forbade the possession of slaves by their
subjects anywhere in the world, against
British and French residents who had
aided the Confederacy—that all but
about seven thousand slaves, owned by
Unionists of unquestioned loyalty, were
freed.

He operated confiscated sugar plan-
tations with liberated slaves on a day’s
wage basis.

“Landing with a military chest con-
taining but seventy-five dollars,” Butler
boasted in his farewell address to the
army December 15, “‘from the hoards of
a rebel government, you have given to
your country’s treasury nearly a half-
million of dollars, and so supplied your-
selves with the needs of your service
that your expedition has cost your gov-
ernment less by four-fifths than any
other.”

The total losses to the people were
a great deal larger than that. The fact
that the United States Relief Commis-
sion was supporting more than five
times as many persons as the old Free
Market—10,541 families in December,
according to the official report, some
32,000 men, women and children—
shows what the losses and seizures
meant. “Many who, twelve months ago,
were rich in this world’s goods,” com-
mented The Picayune on November 1,
“now experience comparative poverty’s
keen pinches; many, then not wealthy
but in comfortable circumstances, are
now but little removed from absolute
want; the then really poor are now al-
most—in some cases, alas—entirely des-
titute.”

It has been asserted that Butler and
his brother, A. J. Butler, enriched them-
selves by vast stealings. In New Or-
leans the general is still known as
“Spoon Butler” when he is not called
“Beast Butler.” There is no doubt about
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the corruption and graft and thefes by
his agents, and those who represented
themselves to be the agents of the gov-
ernment. Many such were detected and
punished. The two Butlers may have
been equally guilty; but—excellent busi-
ness men, with much capital and more
credit—they could have grown rich by
legal means: for with turpentine $3 in

(Continued on page 55)
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New Orleans and $38 in New York,
sugar three cents a pound in New Or-
leans and six in New York, flour $6
a barrel in New York and $25 in New
Orleans, drygeoods almost at pre-war
prices in New York and several hun-
dred per cent higher in New Orleans,
the situation was made-to-order for the
speculator when the port was opened in
June. Exchange rates added to the
enormous profits; so did the auctions.
There are always profiteers to fatten on
the life-savings of the victims of war,
which is monstrous in all its manifesta-
tions. The basic wealth was not de-
stroyed—it changed hands. New Or-
leans’ assessment rolls as of November,
1862, showed a total of $121,705,265,
as compared with $124,174,403 the
year before. Individuals who stole, rob-
bed their own government, not the New
Orleans victims, for the law had already
stripped them,

By December, more than 61,000 Or-
leanians had taken the oath of allegi-
ance. The Picayune was to say editori-
ally, on January 25, 1863, “there can
be no peace, and will be none, until
this furious, Bedouin spirit gives place
to more rational and liberal views.” But
there were many who spurned even the
outward seeming of submission. They
had never surrendered, they never would
surrender—neither they, nor their chil-
dren, nor their children’s children.
Some asked permission to leave the city
for Secessia, as Confederate territory
was called. Butler granted it. Better
to risk what they might do in the ranks
of the enemy than in his own strong-
hold. Others remained, to forment un-
rest, and bring punishment upon them-
selves and their community.

Even his bitterest enemies had praise
for Butler’s sanitation work. “He was
the best scavenger we have ever had,”
furiously admits Marion Southwood,
whose book attacks him on every other
front. The only time the streets were
ever so clean was ‘“just after the
memorable epidemic of 1853,” said
The Picayune on November 13.

In a city without sewerage or drain-
age systems even remotely suggesting
modern facilities, ceaseless vigilance and
continuous effort were necessary to
maintain even the poor health condi-
tions that were then possible. Under
the pressure of war, sanitation was ne-
glected. Uncleaned for months, the
streets, the gutters and the canals were
a lothsome reek. The air was “‘pois-
oned,” said The Picayune May 11; on
the 27th, it described “standing pools
of feculent filth”” and “‘streets in which
it is absolutely noisome and sickening

(Continued on page 56)
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to walk;” and on the 30th, the "thick
and foul scum” which exhaled its pesti-
lential vapors from the gutters. Every-
one knew what such conditions boded if
yellow fever invaded New Orleans from
Havana or Nassau, where it was going
great guns.

Butler enforced quarantine and fumi-
gation regulations at the mouth of the
river; he organized an army of sanita-
tion, which scraped and broomed and
cleaned the city from one end to the
other; he flushed the filthy gutters; he
restored the flow that was possible in
canals through such a flat country.

One case of yellow fever appeared in
New Orleans—a victim who brought
the infection from Nassau. He was iso-
lated, and the disease did not spread.
If it had, New Orleans would probably
have been a worse pest house than in
1853, for the city was much larger, and
contained more unacclimated persons—
Unionists fresh from the North. In
1853, the mortality from yellow fever
was one in ten of total population, one
in four of those who were susceptible.
The Great Plague of London (1665)
killed only one in thirteen. Butler re-
ported October 1 that the total death
rate showed New Orleans “to be the
most healthy city in the United States.”

Butler also did much work along the
river. When the Mississippi crevassed,
May 24, in the Berlin (General Persh-
ing) street section, and engulfed the
large spread of vegetable gardens there,
he rebuilt the levee, He also built up
part of the river-front with batture sand
—adding $1,000,000 in real estate
values to the city, according to his own
estimate.

Business began to struggle back. By
September 14, flour had dropped to $6
a barrel, Supplies were plentiful. Ex-
ports were bringing in money. On De-
cember 5, the St. Charles hotel re-
opened. The city’s schools were reor-
ganized, after the Boston system, with
teachers’ salaries ranging from $600 to
$2000 a year. New Orleans elected two
members to Congress—Benjamin F.
Flanders and Michael Hahn, both Un-
ion men—by the vote of those who had
taken the oath of allegiance, but that
vote was greater by one thousand than
the vote for secession, a fact which re-
flected the growth of Union sentiment.
Butler began to plan the roofing of the
customhouse.

He was superseded by General Na-
thaniel P. Banks, who reached New Or-
leans December 14. Butler was given a
tremendous ovation at good-bye cere-
monies on December 23, the day on
which Jefferson Davis, in Richmond,

(Continued on page 57)
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Va., branded him an “outlaw and com-
mon enemy of mankind,” and ordered
his immediate hanging by any Confed-
erate force that might capture him.
Banks was received like manna. He
was a Yankee, but he was not Butler.
By calling off property sales, rescinding
the church orders, and releasing prison-
ers, he “tried his utmost to revive the
drooping spirits of the inhabitants of the
city,” to quote Marion Southwood. But
he, too, experienced the temper of the
people he was sent to govern, in the
pocket handkerchief war.

On February 20, a large crowd,
principally women and children, went
to the steamboat landing to bid good-
bye to Southerners who preferred hung-
er and danger in Confederate territory,
to plenty and humiliation under the
hated Union power. There was much
running to and fro, there were many
shouts of encouragement—and defiance,
there was a great waving of handker-
chiefs. Federal officers ordered the
crowd to stop the demonstration. This
inspired the women to put on a real
show. The soldiers presented bayonets:
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A real Hawaiian Pineapple, New Or-
leans grown by Mr. E. A. Farley, was
displayed in the lobby of the Roosc-
velt. The first time such a horticul-
tural feat has ever been performed in
this city, the pineapple was propagated
entirely by chemical solutions.

the women laughed, even the soldiers
grinned. It was a situation for which
military text books proposed no formula.
The best the soldiers could do was to
brace and shove and hope the women
would tire before they did, or that the
boat would end the crisis by pulling
out.

The struggle was immortalized- in
doggerel, which for many years de-
lighted the South. The joyful irony of
“The Pocket Handkerchief War” ap-
pears in all its detail in “Beauty and
Booty,” pages 279-81. Here is a typical
sanza, which shows New Orleans still
defiant, in spite of all it had been
through:

“That night, released from all our
toils,
Our dangers past and gone:
We gladly gathered up the spoils
Ouwur chivalry had won!
Five hundred ’kerchiefs we had
snatched
From Rebel ladies’ hands,
Ten parasols, two shoes
matched),
Some ribbons, belts and bands,
And other things that 1 forgot;
But then you'll find them all
As trophies in that hallowed spot—
The cradle—Faneuil Hall!”

(not

And so with the departure of Gen-
eral Butler from New Orleans ended
one of the most tragic, the most chaotic,
the most costly and the most humilat-
ing period in the history of this his-
toric old city . . . . the one city of the
Confederacy that never surrendered.

)7

C’‘mon, cheer up
Enjoy Life
S AX /]

Friends, fun, laughter —sure cure
for theblues,and withsmooth, mel-
low JAX along, good times follow,
naturally. Here’s beer at its liveli-
est, zippiest best—mellowed slowly
in ice-cold cellars. C’mon, Enjoy
Life! Drink JAX, regularly.

JACKSON BREWINGCO.
NEW ORLEANS, LA,

s

i

I Park in

Safety at

CASON’S
—says
BON VIVANT
—say
1,000’s
of Hotel Guests and

1,000,000’s
of Satisfied Customers

CASON’S GARAGE

RAymond F. Herman Ahrens
4159 Vice-Pres., Gen. Mgr.

Expert Repair Service, Too

-
b >
2=




























