






























































































































































































































































































































































































































































#13. 

substantially built. It seems more like New York City or Boston, and yet 
not like them either wl}en .... :e enter it. There vere Llany vessels in the 
harbor and a large crowd ready to come on board as soon as the vessel 
reA-ched the wharf. When vre finally came to a stop there was the greatest 
rush and hurry that I ever saw, husbands met their wives whom they had not 
seen for four or eight years, fathers met their children who had grown 
almost out of their knowledge, young men met those to whom they were soon 
to be united in marriage; and then there were the runners for hotels, 
coachmen and cabmen and amidst them all there was as much of a rough and 
tumble as could well be iJ11"gined. Amidst those wl}o came on board to look 
some from one part of the vessel to another, from cabin to cabin seek­
ing for someone whom they could not find: they had sad countenances. I met 
no friends and I do not know that I have but one acquaintance in the place. 
Tomorrow I shall see what I can do at lnaking friends. 

TUESDAY, June 15th: This morning I arose refreshed with a good night f s rest. 
There was no rocking of the boat of last night to disturb my repose. After 
breakfast I went in search of a Mr. Rix and a Mr. Junet for Mrs. Cowles; 
found them with little difficulty and think I shall also find them valuable 
acquaintances. I took a letter of introduction that I had to a Mr. Clough, 
and found him a very pleasant young nan. He told me that I could get 
board where he and I concluded to remove to his place, and here I am 
at Mr. Grays, 241 vlay st. This appears to be a good pious family. I 
hardly know vihere in New England I could find a pleasanter one. Mr. Gray 
has a son at Dartmouth College. People everywhere seem glad to see me and 
to encourage me in teaching in California. This afternoon I went to 
visit Mr. J. Sweet, an old SChoolmate of mine. I found him very pleasantly 
situated in the midst of a group of seventy-five or eighty lads and misses, 
with as smiling, healthy, intelligent looking faces as I ever saw. Mr. S. 
thirJ{s I can readily find a school. 



Stamps July II, 1936 

Neyer before hnve ] noted so much interest 
in the study of Enrly U. S. Issues, hence ] 
appe~l . for furtb~r ~,8f'istance from ull who have 
not checked lhe~e lists of "early dates" with 
covers in their "Collection. On nny items sub­
mitted to me, the postage for forwarding for 
examInation wtII be refunded to the sender. 

Collectors in and around New York nre 
requested to submit items to George B. Sloane 
and Eoropean Collectors can submit to Dr. 
Carroll Chase, 41 Rue Cumbon, Pnris, France. 

The Three Cent 1851 

TWO . new July 1, 1851 have been 
called td my attention, both from 

Plate One' Early. One by W. ]. Stan­
ton, the other by Mrs. Heyliger de 
Windt. 

* * * 
The Three Cent 1857 

The earliest use of a type II stamp 
was given in the general list as July 
20, 1857. This referred to a stamp 
from the Plate 10 Group. (Plates 10-
11-12). This particular item was at 
one time in the Wm. F. Goerner col­
lection. I have just acquired a cover 
with one of these 3c 1857 T"De II 
stamps from the "PlIO Group," used 
from Elmira, N. Y., July 20, 1857, 
Stamp tied to cover. The former 
owner assures me it is not the Goerner 
cover. Here are the two earliest uses 
known of a Type II stamp. Will col­
lectors please look through their cov­
ers and try and show me an earlier use? 

* * * 
5c 1857-Type I-Brick Red 

The general list gave Oct. 12, 1858. 
Paul A. Dorn, wrote me he had read 
the May 16th Article with much inter­
est. an~ as a result found the following 
cover in his collection, which he for­
warded to me. A cover to France from 
New Orleans, La., with a vertical strip 

155UI;S 
",1 

A§HJBROOK 
of this stamp. The stamps are nicely 
tied Oct. 6, 1858. And thus the early 
record of use of the Brick Red is placed 
back. six days. 

* * * 
The 10e 1857-P1ate One 

The earliest record we had was 
Aug. 5, 1857. Mannel Hahn of vVin­
netka, Ill., has recently shown me a 
pair of Type II used from Lancaster 
(State not legible) on July 27, 1857. 
This is quite interesting because with 
the exception of the above 3c, the earli­
est record of any other value of the 
1857 Perforated stamps was the use of 
a One Cent on July 27, 1857. Thus we 
have a IDe value to tie this record use. 

* * * The One Cent 1861 
The earliest record we had was Aug. 

22, 1861. Recently I have been shown 
two covers both showing a use on 
Aug. 21, 1861. One was submitted by 
Tudor Gross, the recognized authority 
on this stamp. This cover has a hori­
zontal strip of three tied to cover with 
Pittsburg, Aug. 21, 1861. The other 
was forwarded to me by Lt. Comdr. 
Leslie LaF. Jordan, U.S.N .. Retired, 
of Redlands, Calif. It has a single tied 
tight to cover, with Buffalo, N. Y., 
Aug. 21, 1861. NIr. Gross also sub­
mitted a Aug. 24, 1861, so we now have 
the 21st, 22nd, 23rd. 24th , 28th and 
29th of August, 1861. 

* * * 
The 2c Jackson of 1863 

Our earliest is July 13, 1863, but we 
note the new U. S. Catalogue lists 
July 6, 1863. ,,,rill the present owner 
kindly confirm this date to either 
Mr. Sloane or this writer? 
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Lat. 18. 6, Ion. 115. July 19 (s'c): Fin d y, light 
indo St. C ud's lsI in sight 1 oay. t. 18.51, 

Ion. 115, 2 ots er hour. Sa a lar butterfly, lenty 
of birds n nautilus. Fe 1 tir d to ay, ould lire t be 
on shore. July GO: uite r ost under the sun. A 
calm today. ver on by • Reed ted y. Beautiful clear 
starry sky, sea s v the July 21: F ne day, no indo 
July 22: Fine day, 1 t ind, light c ouds, no h~ day. 
So e cool ind I. '. '. Conery thre u "y 150 dollars to­
day, seemeo deranged, tried to jum over rrd tbis evening. 

oor fello , cr~ed murder, murderl Se ed very uch d1s­
tres~ed, said that no Jne kn hat his troubles are. 
July 24 Fine cool day. Fe 1 el. ind ne rly ahe d, 
distance fro San Franc sco 1150 i es. S e cl udy, Lon. 
16.37, lat. 9.4~. July ~5: uit~ col, su clouds, 4 

knot ~er h ur, curse • by N., L t. 20.27, 1 n. 118.~5. 
Fe 1 ell, 0 bad colds, s re throats. ur at€r is good 
that e n us; it c f 0 the "t t s 18 Ilionth~ 'go. 
Hard bre d Ith so e or s in it, bugs, viIs. July G6: 
A cloudy (;1.y, in .• by N., co e i. ' . ui te cold so 
that a coat an vast re c fortable. Feel ell. One oor 
sailor 4 ite sic , thi . he 111 ie. Th young an ho 

s eranged is .u1te Sub r a~ in his right in. Rice so 
dirt th t h ve to pic it ver. e' e divided off into 
.e ""es, 12 in ~ach, t on deck. bout t -tl irus are ar­

rie en th t g to Cal.; 1 k ath sorry so eti es hen 
they th n f the r iv 5 'nd c iloreu ear. B ans ormy 
to~ay, good f . ! thing, can't 0 1 th m soft. July 27: 
Co 1 to ay, s me isty n cl udy; abo t geo .11es frc C 1. 
4 knots .er h ur. Gr us se n by us th s morn ng cbcut TO 
f tog. Sun fly, July 28: Ie y, cola, so flal as of 
sno d 0 gy, rainy t day. ourse I. . by 0, w nd N.E. 
Lato 23.~U, 10 • 1 4.3. ~ v hwve b'd colds 0 ing to the 
sudden chan e in the eath~r. No reaching today. Se quite 
rough toa y. J ly 29: But 1 ttl ind tod'y, q it arm 
and 1e sant; light clouds a 1 ov r the sky. F el ell to­
d y. lent tile to go u In th rlggilg and meditate and 
read m B .... ble. uite a n b r on be rd re very much devoted. 

ind it gooa to talk and sing ith the fro day to day. 
o' il ho, just ahead. July 30: Cl.ld today. overc ts are co -
fortab e. Lat. 25.~. Feel unrel too'y, b d cola, bones che. 
All hav" to ta the r turn at the nose. "" t is not healthy 
so ... ar a~ c n juage n t _s oeear., 0 ng to the damp .r-ain"" 

e s, fo s, heat und co d 1 in one aye Ju y 31: Cool to­
Course N •• by., s a u1te rough. ell quite un ell 

, so fever in my head. o· on oard have tle fever 
n ague. nd uite str ng, L Y~ots ~ r hourj very clo~dy 

todaY. Aug 1: Ii little armer, so e cloudy. Got an obs rv -
/;1 11 at Il)On, lat. '"' .4. ~ a qUi'te rou h, no ' rn then son:e 
ater co es over the b '. leel so e better todry. Feel some 

be-ct ... r to aYe wrge s a gu continue to foll 'us to get 
h t thr'e overboard, such as ec s of ca "e, ILea t. Gnm-

bli g, card layi g, c 8. s, checkers, 12 n ( ? ) 'nd 
uzzl sal. the go' tb some. 0 t of tl south rners re 

g mb ers, uc to their Q scre ... t in roy orne on board 
.:;.re row • H., lewburY!-Iort, 0 e 1., Tho..,e from 

mber t did not c r alle;.IUa"t e fron (;;.11 '0 rts 
f the 'lorl. 1 x ct to go into th m es 'ljith Guernsey of 

g, Buc}st nand _ Iy of rt via, lavens nd H-rris of 
re ce C ., al tou h and s rt ~S erlckets. All roar-

but _lLY nd yself. lLY is a sch 01 teacher, 



Buekston cabinet maker , Havens and H~rris fLT rs, 01 ish men, 
appear l~Ae govo men. lluckston and ,111 .ere 31 ~ ~ecked 
the same night we left ! e Yor on one of the Grand Cocos Is1ancls 
Lost some of their baGgage. Uu rrlsey kne the befor, they 
started o!l t ~ -3 journey . Aug. 2: uite ... leas· nt, some cloudy , 
ind J: . ', . , la.t. 2<_ . 42. Aug . ... : easant to y, I"louds, ogs , 

sunshine. Course •• , lat 30.;';'0, Ion. 130. :u. 4: ine 
day. J.qo sel"Cil<Jll . T 0 S~j15 SJ.. hted. Course Gettil: 6 tired 
of the sea. Aug. ·5: Pleasant t ·aa)l, .. ght wind. Sail i:1 
sight. Lat . 32.;:.:;4, lone 1·-4 . ormy rea to eat. Ho ould 
the fol.i s at hom!) 11 tl1at? But e 1 ve bt::t ter tha.n ost of 
the shivs crer- stile;< t S~.li.l on the ocean. Sal t b ef tha t stink s 
Ii e a rotten egg - as boo ht a.t Cal. for 4 dol1a.rs a rrel 
because the )r ne heCi _eake,i ute our o __ c . s} a Ii ttl 
butter ~n e e k. . ug. 6: fin .. , a 1 ttl cL",udy. F e1 

- 1 ~r body 'nu ; iId, r~i~e Co for his gvcaness t e 
are prett.r ,1 gerJ.cr'" lly. Our har hI' d is \.iu", te . or! y and 
buggy. ,for 50'? go a hv e treac., t, l' ·e 
8_21 hoI cry c nunb~r of V01CCS ju_t off Ul ~ tl;r bo • 
Spo her about 4~. _, shi _ c doni fro ~ stan 148 d ys 
boun for ~~ 'rancisco. L_t. 3.10, 10 . I, ~ . 13. We g~ve 
h r t !' !'rg long 1 ud ch~ r' 'ill left h.~r behind. Aug 0 7: 
Fine day, quite aT, light inJ., COllI se 1. 0 by N., ,:i..ud No' 0 , 

distance from Cal. 600 i1es . _~l .u·t _1, throat so e 
sore, hlch is g leral 1 ng ~ll of s. 0" 8: £ine dhY , 
light w'nd th~s for·noon, fr e P . 10, 4 knota per hour. ourse 
N • .I., lon. 1 . .1.28, l·t ... ~ .• 8. It,o 1\.4 yl .... ~~ Y u to ;.:>e 
.h: t an e .oct it h::j;) ~~on pa.;·)ell ~rs tc ha r: fair wind, or 
not fa~T' or none at all. f e1 a.ir a 1 goes _11 itt. ·anya 
merry song, ut lqt thn rever3e ceme, so e ' to b~d, some 
lounge; i:}(Alt, 10 .K sour and "'ul., t 1 ab -lit tne old hule 
..,11 p, poer br~mC! and r.1ce a:ld so OIl. ug. 9! r:;.ne day, no 
wind 'this or rn on" but .L.2. ttle (-nr C 1'!.3 out.) Gv t v ry 
'" 1'e throat. Lqt. 3;~.5B. ug. 10: F ... l e ~/, but little illd , 
fair. 4: Krl(;'ts lor ho • Lat. 34.26. ....ut, A l ... te sore , throat 
v L' T sore, 1.n t1L P. had five tc tL_ (out?).. But fl. cloud s 
t be seen.. he sun rose very br':' ht tt;:) r~ g, it shone on 
the to s 01< ttl cl JUGs 11.1.. OUI.!.. in.. t.:. t to!-,s and sides 
on f~re; .J t .Lool d b ut_fu1. tit' s tl lake in t he 
SUlIL'llE:;t', e) cP.. t the long 10 that n v r st '" s in its var i e d. 
curs . ~ ~re n v us~ng f tl~ Stutes; it 
is gooa as ala c.e se} T1gbt fro e say •. e have 
one wo n on ooard, a ( ? ), ei ht d ct r, t a.J..l rre far 
ers, c..nd SOl'!'P. of c; 11 1f _ ',..5 0\ n to ~ g .... b ar come to be brought 
right int./ the 50ci~ ty of .:.en from 81_ J: ar ts.. 1h€ji CO.u e to 
pOint~ in opin .... on ,u1te ftel, ex .eci .L..tY tIl 10rth and the 
South; s1 ves as -. re t rmed bl I -5l~very ~n. en of 
every -': it to • n f n'"' fei tho ~ est f thE: rwelts re::l.d are no-
vels.. s::..~lors t C~l., b t f' , st"rt ith en-
ough oney; a gOO(1 many .11-. t _e~ oc..t t~ ... na .. ,-. h v ... not one 
cent; they "ener- lly- ,et C' sl 1 .... ana' ct _ -.;te'.ards up to 
Cal. for the..tr It ~s n t a cc fo tAble lac, so 
m,ny to suit. ",U1' c· t ... ':'11 is c. '" of man, l~ts us 
cool for 0 lr;;;~l.V S . rlQ 0 !Lost as p see h' it. .ade lots 
of f!1nger ca- e, scones, hot tec-s oinoer en, tte like, ,hich 
<10es one's in"" des gO(;{... '0. e n... d th0n _ t their c e stol-
en, lich ID;'.!t S so e fun to ch ~r our Some 
s' y if they had kncV'.'n ho ita.> tl ey ul n· t b ve co Ie . So 
far I heve not f Jlt for cr .. e mo erlt s rry th J • star veo on this 
journ y . It is 'ather 10 .. ~g, but , h v sev r 1 on boar! ho 
have -;n there bcfoY'e, so Ish' n't b row any trouble about 

he m'tter. 



lED Y the time this month's magazine 
Q) reaches its readers I expect to be 

well on my way to that great 
country which is a land of Proofs and 
Essays as it is also the land of Stars 
and Stripes. I am going primarily to 
represent the Junior Philatelic Society 
at America's Third International 
Philatelic Exhibition. I shall probably 
be the only one from London who will 
have seen all three of the U.S. Inter­
national Shows. The ].P.S. has an 
extensive membership in America, and 
I count upon meeting many of them, 
and upon seeing their coIl ctions. No 
bett~r occasion for meeting a large pro­
porbon of them, and of seeing some­
thing of their stamps than at a great 
exhibition at which they will have 
gathered from places scattered through­
out the vast breadth of the States. 

Among other pleasures I expect to 
see a wonderful spread of the finest 
things in U.S. stamps, and, more 
particularly to the purpose of this 
article, the grand range of U.S. Proofs 
and Essays, which will be concentrated 
in Group 16 of Section I of the 
Exhibition. 

THE 1847 ISSUE. 

There is a tradition that the original 
sketches for the first governmental 
issue of U.S. stamps have been pre­
served, but their whereabouts is not 
known to collectors. Furthermore no 
actual essays are known, though the 
source of the two engraved porh"aits is 
clearly traceable to dies of the heads of 
Franklin & Washington which the 
printers, Messrs Rawdon, Wright, 
Hatch & Edson of New York had in 
stock for printing bank notes and bills. 
Both heads. figure on one of the $5 
notes printed by this firm for the State 

Proofs and Essays of the Wo rl d . 

EARLY AMERICAN STAMP 
DESIGNS AND DEVICES 

By Fred. J. Melville . 

Bank of ew Brunswick (not the 
Canadian province, but the city of the 
same name in New Jersey), and notes 
ot other banks exist with one or other 
of these heads. On the bank notes the 
heads are engraved in rectangles, 
within narrow ornamental frames, and 
it presented no special difficulty in ob­
taining the stamp ovals by transferring 
in the first instance from the 
rectangular dies. 

There is a variety of proofs of this 
issue. Complete die proofs of each 
stamp, with rough cross hatching all 
round, used to be easily obtained, but 
now lhose on India paper are compara­
tively scarce. These die proofs also 
occur on bond paper, laid paper, and 
on a variety of coloured bond paper. 
The laid paper proofs and the coloured 
papers are probably all what we may 
call postliminary impres ions. 

Collectors, of course, must disliu­
guish between the die and plate proofs 
of the original stamps, from those made 
from the dies and plates of the " re­
prints" or " official imitations," just 
as they have to di tingui h them in the 
printed stamps. 

Some curious proofs of this first issue 
are known with the heads and frames 
pulled separately in approximately the 
issued colours, as i[ the die for each 
denomination had been in two parts, 
but these proofs were obtained from the 
complete dies by masking frame or 
head as required. 

JOHN GAVIT AND HIS ALBANY HEAD . 

The second issue, gen rally covered 
between the dates 1851 to 1857 were 
the work of new contractors, and there 
is some evidence of essays being sub­
mitted by other parties before the con­
tract was awarded to Messrs. Toppan, 
Carpenter, Casilear & Co., of Philadel­
phia. One of the most interesting of 
the independent essays is the so-called 
Albany essay of 1850, which has been 
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the subject of some surprising myths. 
The famous early authority, 1\11r. J. K. 
Tiffany, described the portrait it bears 
as Robert Fulton (a celebrity not in­
appropriate to Albany, if you will recall 
the Hudson-Fulton stamp of 1909) . 
and others have supposed it to be a 
projected issue for a Postmaster's 
Provisional of this thriving town. 

This essay which was made in 1850 
cropped up again in a new guise later 
on. Its creator was John E. Gavit, 
born in New York in 1819. He learned 
his business as an engraver in Albany, 
and set up an establishment there with 
a brother, as engravers, printers and 
lithographers. Gavit was turning his 
attention to bank-note work at the time 
he engraved the head (now identified 
as a portrait of Benjamin Franklin), 
and before the second avatar of the 
Albany essay had joined the American 
Bank ote Company of Jew York, of 
which he became later the President. 

As we first meet the essay it presents 
the profile to left of Franklin wearing 
a fur cap; a rectangular frame, which 
makes the engraving almost square, 
bears the words Postage (top). Five 
Cents (bottom), Albany (left) . Office 
(right). On the full die proofs there 
is the usual cross hatching. The words 
Albany Office no doubt led people to 
suppose it had been conceived as a 
stamp for that town during the" Post­
masters Provisionals" period. It is 
not altogether impossible that Mr. 
Gavit engraved it some years earlier for 
he was almost if not quite the first man 
to engrave any postage stamp in the 
United States. 

Pomeroy, who had founded the very 
early Letter Express in 1842, was 
Gavit's brother-in-law, and the finely 
engraved local stamps of Pomeroy & 
Co. were engraved and printed early in 
1843. This had, as predecessor, only 
the New York semi-official carrier's 
stamp, printed by Rawdon, Wright & 
Hatch. 



The Scott Stamp & Coin Company's 
United States Catalogue (specialized) 
gives the date of the Pomeroy & Co. 
stamps as 1844, but this is incorrect, 
for Judge Philbrick had the blue 
Pomeroy on a complete letter dated 
June 3rd, 1843. 

Mr. Gavit was President of the 
American Bank Note Co . from 1866 
until his death (at Stockbridge, Mass) 
in 1874. At the time of the reappear­
ance of his Franklin head in 1860 he 
was Secretary to the Company. The 
new version of the essay shows the 
head only n-om the original Albany, 
the whole of the outer n-ame and in­
scriptions having been removed; new 
labels at top and bottom are inscribed 
U.S. Postage (top) and "Three Cents" 
(bottom), while in the top corner 
squares are the initials A and B, 
presumably for" American Bank." 

AMERICAN BANK NOTE CO. ESSAYS. 

The American Bank Note Company 
went out for the stamp contract during 
the time Toppan, Carpenter & Co. 

martyred President. Abraham Lincoln 
succumbed to the assa sin's shot on 
April 15th, 1865, and was buried on 
May 4th. 

It is not surprising that an engraved 
essay ,vas forthcoming almost immedi­
ately for a stamp bearing Lincoln's 
head. As early as July the newspapers 
described a 1 cent essay bearing his 
bust, with a rayed star above, the orn-a­
mental frame bearing the inscription 
"U.S. Postage-One Cent." Little 
appears to be known of this, by whom 
it was engraved or submilled, but it is 
said to have been pulled in three differ­
ent colours, Yermilion, mauve and 
green . It was not until the first anni­
versary of his death that the National 
Bank Note Company issued the first 
Lincoln stamp, the 15 cents, appropri­
ately in black appearing on April 15th, 
1866. (This is the date of issue given 
in Scott's specialised catalogue, 
although it has generally been 
supposed to ha ve appeared a few 
months later.) 

which this lawyer was concerned. His 
name, which was Marcus P. ~rton, 
does not figure as attorney or WItness 
to any of the numerous specifications 
for patents of the kind, of which I have 
a fairly complete collection in my 
library. 

DEVIOUS DEVICES. 

Some of these projects come very 
near being "essays" in the rough 
drawings filed with the specificati~ns, 
and in a few cases they were the subject 
of engraved e says, while yet others, 
like the cog-wheel punch, the grille, 
and Dr. Francis' chemical paper, were 
actually adopted or given official 
experimental trials. 

Of those of which probably no essays 
eJOst apart n-om the drawings (repro­
duced in the printed specification) are 
E. Harmon's plan for printing figures 
and letters round each stamp, to be 
clipped like a ticket denoting day and 
month of posting. Mr. Charles Harris 
(1864) showed how a 1 cent 1861 
would look before and after cancelling 

Essays by the American Bank Note Company, circa 1857. 

were carrying on with the 1851-57 
designs, and a few of these are here 
illustrated. It is impossible here to 
describe them all or list the numerous 
varieties and colours of them, but it 
may be useful to collectors to have the 
type numbers with which they corres­
pond in Mr. Edward H. Mason's 
"Essays for United States Postage 
Stamps," published by the American 
Philatelic Society in 1911, which is un­
fortunately void of illustrations. 

None of these comes up to the 
standard of artistic excellence of the 
Toppan Company's stamps of the time . 
The same can be said of the other essays 
incorporating emblematic heads, 
Liberty with Phrygian cap, an Indian's 
head with feathered headdress, etc. 

AN EARLY LINCOLN ESSAY. 

The world, and the U.S . in 
particular, had scarcely time to evince 
its joy at the conclusion of peace after 
the prolonged civil war when rejoicing 
was drowned in mourning for the 

At the time of the death of Lincoln 
the postal authorities were much con­
cerned at the numerous cases detected 
of petty dishonesty in using postage 
stamps a second time. The depart­
mental experts and members of the 
public were striving after a kind of 
stamp that would defy all efforts to 
clean it for re-use in the mails. A Troy, 

. Y. attorney temporarily engaged in 
Washington in connection with the 
patenting of a stamp cancelling device 
was called as a witness for the pro~u­
tion in the trial of the conspirators 
charged with the assa sination. The 
lawyer, who was staying in the same 
hotel as Booth, the assassin, identified 
Dr. Samuel A. Mudd as one of Booth's 
visitors at the hotel. The defence tried 
to discredit the witness, but the latter's 
charader and credentials were 
supported by the sworn testimony of a 
former Assistant Postmaster General 
and Postmaster General. 

I have never been able to identify 
the particular cancelling devices with 
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by his method, which was to have a 
tape or thread in on the under side of 
each stamp, to be pulled by one loose 
end to deface the stamp. There are 
more curious ideas of the kind of this 
period including the rather attractive 
essays by the National Bank Note 
Company in their 1861 designs with 
coupons inscribed " Stamp of no value 
without coupon. Coupon to be removed 
only by the Postmaster." The post­
masters escaped this harassing addition 
to their duties. 

The lovely little 1869 issue provides 
a mine of interest for the collector of 
essays as well as proofs, but I must 
defer consideration of them for some 
future chat in this series. 

CORRECTION. 

In my article last month, on page 
23, the imperforate sheet of Sarawak 
printed on both sides was the 12 cents 
red on rose, printed in a deep red on 
one side, and in a salmon pink on 
the other. 
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EARLIEST KNOWN DATES OF USE 
of United States StaIDpS 

ISSUES OF 1847-1851-1857-1860-1861, 5c NEW YORK 
CONFEDERATE STATES 

( Ge neral I ssue.f) 
Compiled by Stanley B. Ashbrook, F.R.P.S.L., A.P.S. 2497 

I
N presenting herewith this record 

of the earliest known dates of 
use of United States and Con­

federate States stamps, I wish to 
state that the majority of the data 
furnished is from a joint record kept 
for many years by Doctor Carroll 
Chase and myself. The work on this 
record was started by Dr. Chase 
back in 1912 and in 1918 I consoli­
dated my data with his. At various 
times in the past this record, revised 
to date, has appeared in the Ameri­
can Philatelist. 

The great majority of the items 
listed have been examined by Dr. 
Chase or myself. The majority of 
those we have not examined, have 
been passed upon by well-known 
students. 

For some years past Dr. Chase 
has resided in Paris, France, and 
much to my regret has been unable 
to continue his work on our joint 
record. It is a subject, however, in 
which he is much interested and 
European friends are requested to 
send items to him for examination. 
HlS address is care of The Chase 
Bank, 41 rue Cambon, Paris, France. 

It is my intention to publish in 
future columns of STAMPS all addi­
tions and corrections to this record, 
.as soon as they are reported to me. 
To guard against possible errors, it 
is most important that such be per­
sonally examined by either the writ­
er or George B. Sloane. Items may 
be forwarded to me by registered 
mail at my expense. 

In compiling this record a separate 
list is given of the various plates of 
the One Cent and Three Cents of 
1851-1857. I realize that perhaps 
only a small number of collectors can 
identify the various plates, but for 
the benefit of those who can, these 
separate lists are furnished with the 
hope earlier dates of use can be 
established. 

Attention is called to the repeti­
tion of certain dates, but this has 
been done to facilitate easy refer­
ence. The purpose in listing several 
or more dates for a certain stamp or 
plate, is to demonstrate the scarcity 
of the earliest known dates. 

The compilation of data on the 
ea'rliest kllown dates of lise of 
U. S. Stamps is of inestimable value 
to sludmts of these issues and 
Mr. Ashbr(1ok here presents the 
most complete record tha,t has ever 
been compiled. The co-operation 
of collectors and dealers is earn­
estly solicited to look' f or earlier 
dales on the issues reported as well 
as to report ea'l'ly dates on the fol­
lowing issue of 1869 ; 

Send direct to 
Stanley B. Ashbrook, 
64 Arcadia Drive, 
Fort Milcheli, Coz'illglon. Ky. 

O?' to 
George B. Sloane, 
116 Nassau St., New York, 
N.Y. 

I WOULD most heartily appreciate 
further data on the 5c New York 

and the 5c and 10c 1847. In the 
case of the former, I would like in­
formation of early uses of all un­
signed copies. Collectors are espe­
cially requested to examine covers 
bearing the 5c 1856. Mr. Luff states 
this stamp was issued on January I, 
1856, yet we have never been able 
to discover a cover showing a use 
earlier than March 14, 1856. Mr. 
Luff is no doubt correct and surely 
there must be in existence an earlier 
dated cover than the one listed. 

For many years I have not be­
lieved any perforated stamps were 
issued in February of 1857. Dr. 
Chase and I have searched for a 
possible February, 1857, cover for 
twenty years without success. The 
earliest use he ever discovered in his 

examination of thousands of covers 
was March 4, 1857. Only last fan 
I discovered, in the collection of 
Wm. West, a 3c 1857 Type I tied to 
cover used from New York on March 
2, 1857. This is the earliest known 
use of a perforated U. S. stamp. 

I have also stated many times ill 
my writings that I did not believe 
any perforated stamps of the Ic, the 
5c, the 10c, or the 12c were issued 
to the public before the summer of 
1857. The earliest use of any of 
these values we have been able to dis­
cover is July 27, 1857 (a One Cent). 

Mr. Luff, in his book, lists the 
date of the 3c Type I, as Feb. 2.j" 
1857. The other values (as above) 
he lists as February, 1857. Tbe 
Scott Catalog, from year to year has 
gradually corrected many of the 1857 
dates of use, but the 1936 editioll 
'still lists the 3c Type I as "Feb. 24, 
1857," and the 10c Type I as "Feb. 
-1857," and the 12c as "Feb.­
I 857," It is hoped these three 
"alues will be corrected. 

A study of the earliest known uses 
of the various One Cent and Three 
Cent plates has enabled Dr. Chase 
and myself to determine approxi­
mately the period each of the plates 
was made lJ,nd put to use. Thus it 
will be appreciated how important 
a part this record has been to the 
study of these stamps. 

ATTENTION is called to the list­
ing of the 5c 1857 "Orange­

Brown." In recent years some very 
clever "fake~" have eminated from 

MOWREY STOCK BOOKS 
Beautiful-Durable-Inexpensive 

The Finest of Stock Books wotthy 01 the finest stamps. 
At hnlf the prices of the ordinary kind. Models from 25c 
to $1.50. Better pages thnn any nnder $8. The best 01 
bindings in file most beautiful grains nnd workmanship. 

You will be proud to show your 
stamps In a Mowrey book. Special Ad­

Special 

$1.00 

vertising Olfer: If YOl1 r dealer does 

~~~ h$'Yea~~r ,~o~:llIse:e~dnsy~:,~ ';;~'!'t~ 
paid, three stock books nnd two other 
items. 

Offer The Biggest Philatelic Dolla, 
You EVe, Spent 

fur J.ri;cc~ (In tlte fastest selling line. 

C. A. Mowrey, 3 Keeney Bldg., Elmira, N. Y. 
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European sources. Collectors are 
warned in buying covers with this 
stamp unless passed upon by a com­
petent authority. Special mention 
was made of these "fakes" in the last 
publication of this record. (Ameri­
can Philatelist, December, 1931). 
The following is taken from same: 

"A cover was submitted for exam­
ination and listing back in 1925. 
Our memoranda reads as follows: 
'A"cover with a 10c 1857, Type V 
(Plate 2) and a 5c 1857 Orange­
Brown (Plate 2), apparently used 
from New Orleans via New York to 
"Ft"ance. The New Orleans cancella­
ti6n is rather" dim and the month and 
day date cannot be read. The can­
cellation falls partly on each stamp. 

The New York cancel is "May 17, 
1860," and this is not very plain. 
The French receiving cancellation is 
on face of cover in red "Calais 28 
Mai 60." Cover used to Bordeaux. 
Three French cancels on reverse read 
"Paris 28 Mai 60," "Paris & Bor­
deaux 28 Mai 60" and "Bordeaux 29 
Mai 60." The New Orleans cancel­
lation has a rather "Queer" appear­
ance and the "La" of "Louisiana" 
is upside down, which is rather un­
usual. The "Orange Brown" shade 
of the 5c is O. K. and it would ap­
pear that this stamp or both have 
been placed on the cover and the 
N. O. cancel faked. Or it is possible 
that the 5c stamp originally on this 
cover was damaged and in order to 

May 16, 1936 Stamps 

bring the cover "back to life," same 
was removed and an unused "Orange 
Brown" substituted, and part of the 
cancellation very cleverly faked. If 
the cover was tampered with, who­
ever did it executed a very clever 
job. It is quite unbelievable that the 
cover is O. K. as it is not possible 
that any " _ range Browns" were 
used or printed as early as May, 
1860. It will be noted our earliest 
known use is July 13, 1861'." 

Collectors specializing in Confed­
erates are kindly requested to look 
through their collections and help me 
to revise to date, this record for 
the benefit of all who are interested 
in these stamps. 

The listing follows: 

Outstanding Earlint Known Usn 1c 1857-July 28, 1857-Elliott Perry 
lc 1857-July 30, 1857-Ashbrook " First Issue of U. S. Stamps 

5c 1847 on July 10, 1847 
10e 1847 on July 10, 1847 

Earliest One Cent Value 
1c 1851 on July 1, 1851-Date of Issue 

Earliest Thr(( Cents Value 
3c 1851 on July 1, 1851-Date of Issue 

Earliest Twelve Cents Value 
12c 1851 on Aug. 4, 1851 

Earlint Perforated Stamp 
3c 1857-Type I-March 2, 1857 

Earliest Perforaud falun 
1c 1857-July 27,1857 
3c 1857-March 2, 1857 
5c 1857-Aug. 28, 1857 

10e 1857-Aug. 5, 1857 
12c 1857-Aug. 24, 1857 
24c 1860-July 5,1860 
30e 1860-Aug. 10, 1860 
90c 1860-Sept. 10 or 11, 1860. 

Five Cents New York 
July 15, 1845-Former Ackerman 
July 23, 1845-Reported by C. W. Brazer. 

1847I!Sue 
5c July 10, 1847-Reported 
5c July 14, 1847-Repcrted by C. W. Brazer 
5c July 15, 1847-Emerson Collection 

10e July 10, 1847-Reported 
10c July 17, 1847-Reported 
10e July 18, 1841-1;. B. Mason Collection. 

(NoTE.-A cover is known with a 5c; '18~7, not tied, but unused, 
-use,d from New Yor,.k, on July 9, 1~: 

1851 Issue 
lc July 1, 1851-Emerson Collection 
lc July 1, 1851-Knapp Collection 
1c July I, 1851-Ashbrook Collection 

(Non..-Separate listings are made by plates). 
3c July 1, 1851-Former Chase 

(NoTE.-Separate Listings Are Made By Plates). 
5c (l856)-March 14, 1856-Reported 
5c (1856)-April 2, 1856-Reported 
5c (856)-May 5, 1856-Reported 
5c (l856)-May 6, 1856-Reported 

lOc (l855)-May 19, 1855-L. B. Mason Collection 
lOc (1855)-May 20, 1855-Norona Collection 
lOc (1855)-May 21, 1855-Former Chase 
lOe (1855)-May 23, 1855-Reported 
lOc (1855)-May 23, 1855-S. A. Welch Collection 
12c (1851)-Aug. 4, 185I-Dr. W. L. Babcock 
12c (1851)-Aug. 21, 1851-Bisect-Former Hind Collection 
12c {185l)-Oet. (?) l85l-Newbury Collection 
Franklin Carrier-Oct. 28, 1851-B. K. Miller Collection 
Eagle Carrier-Jan. 3, 1852-B. K. Miller Collection. 

1857 Issue 
Ie 1857-July 27, 1857-Reported 

lc 1857-Aug. 1, 1857-Wm. West Collection 
1c 1857-Aug. 5, 1857-Former Chase 
I c 1857-Aug. 5, 1857-Ashbrook 
Ie 1857-Aug. 8, 1857-Perry 
(NoTE.-Separate listings are made by plates). 

3e 1857-March 2, 1857-Wm. West Collection 
3c 1857-March 4, 1857-Former Chase 
3c 1857-March 5, 1857-Reported 
3c 1857-March 11, 1857-Former Chase 
5c 1857 (Type I) Red Brown-Aug. 28, 1857-Ashbrook 
5c 1857 (Type I) Red Brown-Aug. 31, l857-Former Chase 
5c 1857 (Type I) Red Brown-Sept. 16, 1857-L. B. Mason 
5c 1857 (Type I) Brick Red-Oct. 12, 1858-E. S. Knapp 
5c 1857 (Type I) Brick Red-Oct. 19, 1858-W. L. Babcock 
5c 1857 (Type I) Brick Red-Nov. 2, 185S-Reported 
5c 1857 (Type I) Brown-July 8, 1859-Reported 
5c 1857 (Type I) Brown-July 12, 1859-W. L. Babcock 
5c 1857 (Type I) Brown-July 14, 1859-Reported 
5c 1857 (Type I) Brown-July 21, 1859-Reported 
5c 1857 (Type I) Brown-Aug. 20, 1859-Chase 
5c 1857 (Type II) Brown-May 14, 1860-L. B. Mason 
5c 1857 (Type II) Brown-June 5, 1860-S. W. Richey 
5c 1857 (Type II) Brown-June 8, 1860-Reported 
5e 1857 (Type II) Brown-June 16, l860-Reported 
5c 1857 (Type II) Orange Brown-July 13, 1861-Reported 
5c 1857 (Type II) Orange Brown-July 16, l861-Reported 

(NoTE.-Many fake covers bearing Orange Browns are in circu­
lation-no cover will be listed unless examined by this compiler.) 
lOe 1857-Aug. 5, 1857-L. B. Mason Collection 
10c 1857-Aug. 8, 1857-Former Cbase 
10c 1857-Sept. 5, 1857-Emerson Collection 
10e 1857-Sept. 21, 1857-Reported 
lOc l857-Oct. 5, l857-Reported 

(NoTE.-Separate listings are made by Plates.) 
12c 1857-Plate One-Aug. 24, 1857-Former Tracy 
12c 1&57-Plate One-Aug. 31, 1857-Former Chase 
12e 1857-Plate Three-June 1, 1860-Former Chase 
12c 1857-Plate Three-June 6, 1860-Former Ackerman 
12c 1857-Plate Three-June 30, 1860-D. O. True 
24c 1860-July 5, 186D-Reported by Waterhouse 
24e 1860-July 10, 1860-Reported 
24c 1860-July 14, 1860-W. E. Whitnall 
24c 1860-Aug. 7, 1860-S. W. Richey 
30c l860-Aug. 10, 1860-Reported by Armitage 
30c 186G---Aug. 17, 1860-S. W. Richey 
30c 1860-Aug. 19, 1860-Reported 
30c 1860-Aug. 29, 186D-Former Chase 
90c 186D-Sept. 10 or 12, 1860-Elliott Perry 
90e 1860-Sept. 11, 1860-Poole Auction-1932 
90c l860-Nov. 9, l860-Poole Auction-1932 
90c l860-Dec. I, 1860-Former L. J. Seely 
90e 1860-Jan. 26, 1861-Former Armitage 
90c 1860-Feb. 1, 1861-Former Chase 

1861 Issue 
lc 1861-Aug. 22, 1861-Tudor Gross 
Ie 1861-Aug. 23, 186l-Tudor Gross 
Ic l861-Aug.28, l86l-Tudor Gross 
lc 186l-Aug. 29, 186l-Warren Colson 
2c 1863-July 13, l863-Former Ackerman 
2c 1863-July 18, l863-Dr. H. A. Colema n 
2c l863-July 27, l863-Elliott Perry 
2c 186.'3-Aug. 7, 1863-Reported 



3c 1861-Pink-Aug. 18, 1861-Listed by J. N. Luff 
3c 1861-Rose-Aug. 26, 1861-Former Chase 
3c 1861-Pink-Aug.26, 1861-C. J. Phillips 
3c 1861-Pink-Aug. 26, 1861-C. J. Phillips 
:lc 1861-Pink-Aug. 26, 1861-S. W. Richey 
3c 1861-Rose-Aug. 28, 1861-Ashbrook 
3c 1861-Rose-Aug. 28, 1861-Former McLaren 
5c 1861-Buff-Aug. 19, 1861-Reported 
5c 1861-Mustard-Aug. 29, 1861-Reported 
5c 1861-Red Brown-April 28, 1862-Elliott Perry 
5e 1861-Red Brown-June 23, 1862-Listed by Luff 
5c 1861-Brown-ApriI1O, 1863-Listed by Luff 
5e 1861-Black Brown-July 18, 1863-Listed by Luff 

10c 1861-Type I-Sept. 17, 1861-L. B. Mason 
(This is the so-called "First Issue") 

10c 1861-Type II-Aug. 20, 1861-Former D. C. Hammatt 
10e 1861-Type II-Aug. 27, 1861-W. H. Collion 

(This is the so-called "Second Issue") 
I2c 186I-0ct. (?) 1861-L. B. Mason 
12e I861-0ct. 16 or 18, 1861-Elliott Perry 
24e 1861-Violet-Aug.20, 1861-Reported 
24c 1861-Violet-Sept. 6, 1861-Emerson 
24c 1861-Violet-Sept. 9, 1861-Brazer 
24c 1861-Violet-0ct. 3, I86I-Reported 

(This is the so-called "August" or First Issue) 
24c I861-Red Lilac-0et. 8, I86I-Catalog Listing 
24c I861-Lilac-Feb. 20, 186a-Reported 
24c 1861-Lilac-Aug. 11, 1863-Listed by Luff 
24c 1861-Lilac-Aug., I863-Catalog Listing 
24c 1861-Steel Blue-0ct. 4, 1861-Waterhouse 
30c 186I-Aug. 20, 1861-Reported by Perry 
30c I86I-Sept.9, 1861-Reported by Brazer 
30c I86I-Sept. 17, 1861-L. B. Mason 
30e I861-Sept. 21, I861-Reported 
30e I861-Oct. 1 or 2, 1861-Reported 
90c I86I-No Early Record 
15e 1866-ApriI15, 1866-Listed by Luff. 

The One Cent 1851 Plales Imperforate 
Ie Plate One "Early"-July 1, 1851-Emerson 
Ie Plate One "Early"-July 1, I85I-Ashbrook 
Ie Plate One "Early"-July 1, I851-Former Chase 
Ie Plate One "Early"-July 1, 1851-E. S. Knapp 
Ie Plate One "Early"-July 3, 1851-Ashbrook 

Ie Plate One "Early"-July 5, 1851-Former Chase 
(Above listing applies to following types; Type I, IB, II, IlIA) 

Ie Plate One Late-June 18, 1852-Ashbrook 
Ic Plate One Late-June (?) 1852-Ashbrook 
Ie Plate One Late-June 25, 1852-Ashbrook 
lc Plate One Late-July 7, 1852-Ashbrook 

(Above listing applies to following types; II and IV) 
1c Plate Two-Dec. 5, 1855-Ashbrook 
1c Plate Two-Jan. 6, 1856-Former Chase 
Ic Plate Two-Mar. 23, 1856-Former Chase 

(Above listing applies to the following types; II, III, lIlA) 
Ie Plate Three-May 6, 1856-Emerson 
1c Plate Three-0ct. 27, 1856-Former Ashbrook 

(Above listing applies to Type II) 
lc Plate Four-April 19, 1857-Former Chase 
Ie Plate Four-June 19, 1857-Former Chale 
Ie Plate Four-'Sept. 16, 1857-Ashbrook. 

(Above listing applies to the following types; lA, IC, II, III, IlIA) 

The Onu Cmt 1857 Platts Perforated 
Plate One "Late"-Aug. 5, 1857-Former Chase 
Plate One "Late"-Aug. 19, 1857-Former Chase 
Plate One "Late"-Sept. 29, 1857-Ashbrook 

(Types II and IV) 
Plate Two-July 27, 1857-Reported 
Plate Two-July 30, 1857-Ashbrook 
Plate Two-Aug. 3, 1857-Ashbrook 
Plate Two-Aug. 24, 1857-Ashbrook 

(Types II, III, IlIA) 
Plate Four-July 28, 1857-Perry 
Plate Four-Aug. 1, 1857-Wm. West 
Plate Four-Aug. 5, 1857-Ashbrook 
Plate Four-Aug. 8, 1857-Perry 
Type V-Earliest-Nov. (?) 1857-Ashbrook 

(Plates 5, 7 or 8) 
Plate Five-Type V-May 23, 1858-Former Ashbrook 
Plate Six-Type V-Jan. 10, 1858-Former Ashbrook 
Plate Six-Type V-Jan. (?) 1858-S. W. Richey 
Plate Six-Type V-Feb. 26, 1858-Former Ashbrook 
Plate Six-Type V-Mar. 8, 1858-Former Ashbrook 
Plate Seven-Type V-Jan. 16, 1858-Former Ashbrook 
Plate Seven-Type V-Feb. 6, I858-Former Ashbrook 
Plate Seven-Type V-Feb. 20, 1853-Former Ashbrook 
Plate Eight-Type V-Dec. 3, 1857-Former Ashbrook 



Confederate States 
5c l85l-Green-Oct. 15, l85l-Scott Catalog 

10c l85l-Blue (H. & L.)-Nov. 8, l86l-Scott Catalog 
10c l85l-Blue (Patterson)-July 25, l852-5cott Catalog 
2c l862-Green-Mar (?), l862-Scott Catalog 
5c 1862-Blue-Mar.4, 1862-Scott Catalog 

lOc l862-Rose-(H & L March 1862 (?)-Scott Catalog 
lOc l862-Carmine-(H & L) l?) 
5c l862-De La Rue-Blue-Apr. ( ?) l862-Dietz 
5c l862-Local-Blue (?) 
2c l863-Brown Red-May 8, l853-Dietz 

10c l853-"Ten" Blue-April 20, l853-Listed by Dietz, but no 
cover known 

10c l863-"Ten" Blue-April 28, 1863-Examined by Ashbrook 
lOc l863-"Frame Line," Blue-April 26, l863-Dietz. (See note 

Below) 
lOc l863-Die A (Type 1) Blue-Archer-ApriI22, l863-Ashbrook 

10c 1863-Die B (Type II) Blue-Archer (?) 
lOe 1863-Die A (Type I) Blue-K & B (?) 
lOc 1863-Die B (Type II) Blue-K & B (?) 
20c 1863-Green-June 1, 1863-Dietz. 

OTE RE.-Earliest known use of the "Frame Line"-From 
many covers examined with Richmond cancellations a few have been 
noted with "Apr. - 1863," with no day date inserted. This writer 
believes such covers were used Apr. 23-24 and 25th. Three covers 
with "Frame Line" stamps show use of this "without day" date 
and were probably used on one of the three days. These three 
dates in 186.3 occurred on Thursday, Friday and Saturday. 

In the next publication of this list, we will include the 1869 issue 
if there is sufficient co-operation and interest in this issue to justify 
same. 
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