








































































































































































































































































































































































































































#2. Mr. R. J. Machin, Feb. 15, 1943. 

correct and it still applied in 1864-1865 (as per st. Louis 
cover) then the It fee which was due meant that this letter 
was carried by a boat which had a !'closed pouch" contract. And 
further, if the boat had no mail contract then there would have 
been 2t due. Now R.J. do you know what Elliott meant? I suppose 
you do, but wbp all the language about a flclosed pouch?" How 
absurd? \Vhy didn't he state this ll1 simple terms, thus: 

"A letter picked up at a flWay" landing, such as Cape Girardeau -, 
by a contract mail packet was entitled to a steamboat fee of l¢, 
but if such a letter was picked up by e. non-contract mail boat the 
fee was 2¢'. It 

This 1 tter was not deposited in the Cape Girardeau P.O., hence 
it was a T Way" steamboat letter. If it bad been placed in the 
Cape Gire.rdeau Post Office the postage would have been only a¢,. I 
suppose such a letter wo Id have gone the regular U. S. mail route, 
hence in a "closed bag" or as Elliott a "closed pounch." 

The 1866 Regulations seem to kick all of the above into a cocked 
hat. Note Sec. 242 of the "Regulations:" 

"In 11ike manner, when practicable, all letters should be prepaid 
which are received by steamboats or other vessels not in the mail 
service, or carrying the mail with no route agent on board. When 
prepaid, the master of the vessel, if under contract to carry the 
mail, may receive one cent "WAY," and if not under contract with the 
department, t-,"iO cen·ta each from the postmaster in whose office he 
deposits them; and they should be delivered to their address without 
anI charge beyond the amount prepaid." (End of quotation). 

Knapp didn't have a. single 1869 cover in hie lot with a "Steamboat 
Due lct" or "2cts", nor did he have a single 1869 cover with 4¢' 
prepaid for a steamboat fee of l¢ plus 3¢, postage. 

There was no P.L. & R. published from 1866 until 1873, and I have 
no record of rulY special rulings made by the P.M.G. during this 
seven year period. I cannot find anything in the 1873 edition in­
dlcating that a fee of I¢' or 2t could be added to the regular 3¢, 
rate of postage. If such a letter was sent unpaid. it was to be 
rated at double postage on delivery. 

Consider the P.M.G. Report for 1869. Under receipts there is no 
item 0' receipts of steamboat. ship or way fees. Under "Expenditures,1I 
there is the following: "Ship - Steamboat & Way Letters - $8,076.35." 

If all of these were 2t fees then there were only a total of some 
403,817 of fee letters in the above three classes. No doubt the 
F.M.G. didn't think it paid to collect fees on 400,000 letters 
simply for a gross income of 8,000. Perhaps there were exceptions, 
special rulings made by the P.M.G., wherein the fee was added to the 
rate. 

I am not bothered about the 1850 or early 1860 period, say up to 
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l~r . George N. Malpass , 
1 5 V e tland ve., 
Rochester , N. Y. 

Dear' r . Ma1pas : 

J 
434 South Grand Ave., 
Fort Thomas , Ky . 

Feb . 15, 1943 . 

Yours 0 he 11th r ceived. Did I read that Bri tol post ­
ma k: wrong? I thought it read, "Bristol Va . R. and that 
i the lay Herb Atherton Ii ted it . Di tz lists Bristol -
V & T R. R. In other ord, Br~stol is in Tenne S 0 and it 

as the southern terminu of the Vir inia & Tenness H. R. 
This Road r n bet oen Bristol and Lynchb~'g, length 204 miles . 
~1is road as part of the main line eonlecting Richmond ith 
Kno vill n t he South. 

This cover 'Wont t Brooks from Herbert Athe ton and Ath rto 
obtain d it fro H. F . Col an rho found it :tn an original find . 
Ther is the pedigree and I think there is no doubt tha it 1 
perfectly good. Ather ton's notation reads , 'Guarante d as found 
by R. F . Colman. ! 

He ardtng the Patriotics . Keep what you 1 ke out of the lot 
and pay me wh tever you think they are orth and I can stre 
you it will be O. K. ith me . 

Th ks very ch but I run not especially interested in cover 
f1'O· France as they are not very much assiutanee in the pa.rticular 
study I am makinB. I am re lly quite anxious to see covers from 
the U. s . to Franc bet een Jan . 1 and July 1, 18'70, and such 
items must have rates other than lOt and ~¢. This six months as 
a period of uncertainty s to legal rates due to the xpir tion of 
the tr aty on Jan. 1 , 18'70 . 

'v1 lth kirLdest regards , 

Cordially yours, 



1 t' . G. l . alpae~ , 
135 estland ve ., 

ochester, 1 . Y. 

Dear r . lalpars: 

434 outh Grand ve ., 
Fort 'rho s , Ky. 

Feb . 23 , 1943 . 

Yours of '!;he 18th "7J.th check a dreturn of the covers received. 
PJea:..e accept my hanks . 

I sup o"'e that thertop- r ad th t trBrirtol' mar ng rong 
and .hat I re~eated the error . I ondered if thpre i ht 
have ceen two types and", s glad to learn that you 1"e qu lte 
sur'e that the one on the cover is the oame typ, s the on 
illustrated bv Dietz . 

I have a batch of unused Patriotic just in fro Brooks . I 
note Quite a fa ich are not in y lot of three or ou!' 
hundred. Brooks ha.£ thoso priced from lO¢, efl.~h to 1 . 50 . · .. c 
states some are quite rare . I am ~ ond ring 1. f you' ould 11::e to 
s e t __ cm. 

I RUppO e you referred to the ' erson GOV 1'~ which zr' Col", 
has had for the last s1x or "even YEars . '1'h1s is tho only forth 
..... 111le 10.., thf't I :~ 0" about . 

Slnce ely yours , 



fI L. INIJ()UIJT 
FIJEI.I«:ATIO"'§ 

2 W EST 4 () TH S T R E E T 

Stanley B. Ashbrook 
434 ~outh Grand Avenue 
Fort ThoooS, Kentucky 

Dear Stan: 

NEW YORK. N.V. 
February 26, 1943 

Hugh Clark has sent [ole a copy of that letter he wrote you and since he 
sent it, I have talked to him about it on the telephone and asked him pointblank 
just hov he felt about the entire situation. All he could do w~s to reiterate what 
he has always told me and what we Lave discussed in so many letters. Hugh tas ad­
l1litted to me num ro.lS times that if this issue had not been listed and it was left 
to him to list, it probably would never go in; but in smuch as they were put in 
long before his time in good faith and that hundreds of dea::'ers and collectors hand­
led them in good faith, he didn't see hov; I:e could destroy their value without leav­
ing absolutely conclusive proof. 

You Joust remember t~~t Hueh is bac' in his opinion by most of the dealers and 
collectors v ith whom he is in contact. Eddie Stern was so hot about tnis matter 
that you will remember he cancelled his advertising in the srhtp SPECIALIST when 
we ran the original article, even though I am very friendly with him. He felt 
that it was a direct slam at him for he had sOold thousand of dollars ".fOrth of 
these premieres in good :'aith and took it as a personal attack. Phil lard, Spen­
cer nderson and scores of others have tai:en this sar e viewpoint and ha .mered into 
Hu h that he should not make the chap6e without indisputable proof. I've talked 
it over with many collectors I1\Ysel¥if they ov.n any of the sta ps or have owned 
any of the sta ps previously, they are more inclined to take this view. You must 
realize that every person is thi lking of his m,n problem first and the general 
good second. And also, there is a lot of merit in Hha t they say. 

It is quite possible that Hugh may never change his mind in this natter, but as 
long as you ha.ndle the matter diplOI:latically as you have done, there is a chance. 
Certainly, I can see absolutely nothing to be gaineJ. by ta.dng an opposite tactic, 
as you [auld not be aole to force him into anything he does not Hant to do, but 
by encouraging his goodwill and those who take the Slli.Je attitude you are apt to 
accom lish more. 

You know, I always look at these things, S an, from a practical standpoint. n 
publishing oa~€rs as I have do e for many years, in many fields besides S'tA.PS, 
I knOi that e cannot al.nys go on a crusade even though we might believe in it. 
Tbe only person .alO could afford that is the man with so much money that he doesn't 
have to think of the financial end of the business and can afford to tio what he 
thinks is right, regardle s of corlseq.ler ces. In a practical rorld, you must §ive 
some thought to these other angles, arid youl:i..l usually f.illd far more people on yo 
bandvmgon if you take a tolerant viewpoint than if you try to force it through. 

Phone: MEdallion 3-3715 Cable Address: LlNDPUBS 



Stanley B. Ashbrook 
(contld) 

Page two 

2/26/43 

Hugh is not as arbitrary and set in his ways, as you might think merely from cor­
respondence or occasional talks. He does have a lot of fundruental ideas to which 
you might take exc~ption, and many of which I do take exception on. But, I know 
that I can get no place by antagonizing him, ,,~hereas I might get somewhere by tak­
ing a friendly and cooperati e attitude. The think you must weigh, Stan, is what 
would you gain by an out and out fight? Do you th:'nk you will force him to make 
the changes, or vlould it be ,just for the satisfaction of haviq,; yl ur say? 11m 
sure that if you would weirh the pros and con, you will agree with me that there 
is nothing to be gained by fighti Ig, but • t least a possible something to be gained 
by your friendly attitude. 

I I ve had quite a laugh at the ~ewbury scoldi11g, for he loves to take U at paternal 
attitude, and anyone that kno IS and appreciates Saul gets as much of a kick out of 
it as he does in han.<llilg it out. I doubt very I uch if Komliser has writt,en him 
anything, although yuu never cal! tell what he ITUght do. Any.vay, don't let that 
ever bother you, for you're aces witb Saul. ,Jhen I go to Chicago, he usually gives 
Ite a lacing out on things that i,e thin's I do that are wrong and I always love it, 
as I know you do, for fWlda entally he I s got some good sound ideas that are wort!. 
following. 

o you remember S an, you told me at one tirle, that you were getting a little more 
mellowed with age, add that you were not q",ite tl e spitfire you were in your younger 
days? Keep up that Dellorved attitude for 1'1'1 sure you'll get much fU!:,ther by it 
a well as leading a r.1.uch more tranq,~il life yourself. These other birds like Per­
ry ana Konwiser and so on, who like to take potshots at everyone, get absol tely 
nowhere and are only discrediting themselves in the minds of anyone who kr,ows what 
it is all about. 

Glad you liked that write-up on the ~lest collection, and. .a "las fortW1ate you ex­
plained to Lie just what tl e situation was for when the copy received from .ard 
stated that r. Ashbrook would be associated with him, it would give anyone the 
idea that you had been engaged b,: hilJl. .. 

11 m also delighted to ,ork with Brookman, as I think he is a fine fellow and one 
whom 1 would oe glad to cooperate with at any time. 
~ . 

• lith best ersonal wishes, I am 

Sincerel~ yocU's, 

HLL/G 
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GORDON HARM ER 

GUY HARMER 

HARMER, ROOKE a CO., LTD. 

2 ARUNDEL ST. 

L ONDON, ENGLAND 

& CO.,INC. 
PHILATELIC 
AUCTIONEERS 

55! FzIJ.h Avenue 
NEW YORK , N. Y. 

~-. Stln1e Ashbrook 
4'J4 .... o.Gr'"l ~ve. 

Ft. Tho~ ~ , T{~r. 

nef1r f'tE.:n:-

CABLE ADDRESS 

PHILATORS, NEW YO RK 

PH I LATORS, ESTRAND, LONDON 

TELEPHONE 

MURRAY HILL 2-6220- 1 

I hrve rccei r ' .t'r m tLE' A-1L!'ni ... trB.tor~ ')f t 118 
ElSCLtc, t e Gran' ('air ~ov('r fro- t:.c N(l;'on c')llec-
hic ou ill reucm: r rs original1 J 2e~t to eTcy Dopne 

sal e. 

I aM trJTln3 to prove t'1C "enuinenc"'s 0;: V~', c )V(T 
[nd 'HnCE:; my ~riting to you. Ar 1'['.1.' ['~ I know, t 11Crt. ~ .... onl;y 
0nf oth r 90c on cover end th['t iF the one thut Casp"rJ ~l·. 
Tho rate on his 1ette~ las 1.0~ t:1!l' thE ettE'r wrs sent from 
~t;' Yo""k tc) fY"irl' It if un .uertio'1ab1 benuine u[' it W ... ':'n 
thE LeFitte -"ind. 

'.I.' h p N (.1 t nco v c.." 'e £ r, f r E' t 0 f ~ 1 • 1 t ,'i c' is 
11ccnts more tlum the other copy. I t'1 ~.1 ~ I can e x;> ..... £ in t'lLs 
11¢ lifferenc8. Tre COVf'r " carriel J J",!1E' G('rmcn stc8mer 

remen nel I hrv(> he£-yod sJmnwh 'e t '1at t't Gernnn Qtc<mF',ip 
rom_nn chlrgcd 50 pfenntngc ,~ich Ft t.rt tIme wRC just 'bout 
llcents. T .iz, th:'1, oulJ of' couree rlOt''' or 1es. pro·rc t.(' 
r<1te n enui e. 

"':lrt I )uld l.:k", to 'now -:'ron JOu iF, do J JJ. '-no 
-:0 a ff ct thrt t'1is 5) pfcm1.ge ' .... c'u E.... I have hrd 
~nlare;ed 1hotoF made 0' thE crncf'l, ,.. oc inb out the s;:'rI!J. )8, 

l)y sc ... 'een, nd I r ~ "'nrc t ,t thE' c['ncel is "bsn1utf'1, -tn'-1ine. 
I;: you Frc intErested, I -ill be gIrd to send ou t'l':''' ('nlrr cd 
photo. 

I oul vcr much LpJreciate any hpl~ you ccn ~ive 

TIe on thi~ matter. 



~. 

434 LOIth C and lve •• 
Fo~t ~ho. s , 1~ . . 

r . Gordon Harmer , 
551 Fifth ve ., 

e r vork , . Y. 

• r.oI'c on: 

arch 21st , 1943 . 

t~ OUI of the 17th. re - the Gl'een cov r of 
h .... nd Canary. 

In 1 10 t 1 ~L i er nu 
if penuine . ~incc corrosponu 

f'cl I.t v • de J.urt 
its J c.nd :t th thv evic...c .c.., :;,. hl v 
I COt 1e.. go b .for", r y jury it 
Co 1Cl~ i lTe . 

I hnv~ a re ord 0: the 'lo~n 90~ 
racor r~t in01 uced th t~o 
s 1 nee theL. U' :-r.: <.i.i 
theu, hanco I did not volunteer nny 

the cover 
some 

t nk 
be 

, e 

r . . ury 0 n.. the fin st 
b Ion d to It nt to 
"ewtury at t 11m rsor. eJ.e 

.t one ti.0 ";: 1:18 
rcon and . r ac uir d by ~ . 

octob I' 19..;7 . 

I havo ..:urnoc.:.. p ot r Grar d C; ary cov • s ~ro. 
co .... r s~ ndence (;'IS the I el ton·· reeD it €;m. 
'" 1 :re.. sho r thf: t eli in POf!t p s act 
and not 1 . 16 . 

Th~ &. u . re on ~ rriod thi ov r onl~ fro 
and inns ~ch n~ tl t •• P id th Line for slcb 
lett r 'i a r ted "I eriron,1. acl et . ' 'rho 
do w1 th ths carrie e o:f tl is letter 
Co. .ary, nd ul'th r t .. 0 rate o£ 90: as'll 
p y <:: nt or y to the rland Cantlry frontier . -=iM~~~"";"::: 
on d 11 cry. 

I mi ht yo~ that LI~iott Idrry 
on t hi. . 0 • rand ch r ed a ~ C .. or s 
opi ion ) ·ovn~' a in totf. 1 i 
hence his three p e opi ion UL 

I wo ld 1 ike to hL vc oop"1o'" 0_ the pllotogrnphs . " 0 1 
don ' t think th0~ could prove v ry ncl a~ .h 3 Cov~ 

been a 'If'tru 'pl I lrid , witt the 1° lS nt C !.Lcel 
stu. p fraudulent . , 

nil 



#2 . Y.r . Gordon Harmer, !,~arch 21st , 1943. 

Finally I can assure you that there was no ro.te or combined 
ratd making "\1 . 16 to the Grand Canary in 1860, or 1861, or in 
fact before or after those dates . 

I vms very much interested in this cov r and I m.ade quite a 
number of photoeraphs of it myself . I ~ s es ,eclally int9rested 
because I vmnted and hoped I could prove "Ch~ t the cover was 
genUine . 

Many thanks for your kindne ... s i.. sending "11e the .lpr ces" on 
tho 1!; !ine ~ Ie. 

W i bet of r' rds , 

Cordially yours, 



GOR D ON H ARM E R 

G U Y H A RM E R 

H A R M ER, R OOK E 8. CO., LTD. 

2 AR U N DE L S T. 

L ONDON , E NGLAND 

Mr.Stanley Ashbrook, 
434 South Grand Ave. 
Ft.Thomaa, Ky. 

Dear Stan:-

PHILATELIC 
AUCTIONEERS 

55! FzJ}!J. Avenue 
NEW YORK , N. Y. 
March 27th 1943. 

CA BLE ADDR E SS 

P HI L A T ORS, NEW YORK 

P H ILAT ORS, ESTRAND, L O N DON 

TEL E P H ONE 

MURRAY H IL L 2-6220-1 

I have carefully read your letter of the 21st regarding the Grand 
Canary cover and I am taking the lib e rty of enclosing the cover 
for your further inspection. 

I am of the opinion that the cover is genuine and that the stamps 
were genuinely tlsed on the cover. Of course I do not pretend to 
have a kno wledge of U.S. stamps comparable to yours and I only ba~e 
my opinion on the follo wing points. 

You may kno w the history of the cover. It was originally sold by 
Ridpath of Liberpool for a few pounds and later it was acquired by 
Seybold and then by Nelton. If you will examine the pair of lc 
you will note that both stamps overlap the 90c and you will see that 
the top left perf of the left lc stamp has a tiny ru s t or discolona­
tion spot which goes through on to the 90c stamp. The 24c stamp 
also overlaps the 90c and the 24c is just tied at the lower right. 
The lc and 24c are cr eased by the envelope. The pair of lc is also 
just tied at the right. These are my ovm observations which I 
believe have a be a ring on the genuineness of the cover. 

Of course all these evidences of genuineness could have been forged 
but do you think it is likely? 

From another source I am given to understand that this letter comes 
under the postal agreement of 1860 and that the double rate at that 
time, to the Canary Islands was $1.05. As it is specified that it 
shoul d be carried by the Bremen, an additional fee, the equivalent 
of llcents (Fr 0.60) had to be paid for anything up to 20gr carried 
over 300 sea miles. This information I have not been able to check 
myself, but I believe it is true as I think that in about 1862 the 
rate was reduced to 90c for the double rate. 

However, suppose we cannot prove the rate at all, this would not 
necessarily mean that the cover was bad, as naturally a letter has 
been overpaid on many occasions. 

,. 



HARMER, ROOKE & CO. 

There is just one other point. I don't see how it could have been 
a stampless cover as the cover undoubtedly went to London and it w~s 
stamped "Paid" London. It it had been a stampless cover it would 
not have been stamped "Paid" and there would have been a penalty. 

I am very interested in the Cover and I am interested in proving it 
either genuine or not. I have given you my reasons for believing 
i t is genuine and I am very strongly of the opinion that it is 
genuine. As I have said, I do not claim to have any great knowledge 
of U.S.stamps but this cover just doe~n't look like a fake to me. 

I hate bothering you again on this much discusse d item, but I do 
want to try to prove its genuineness if possible. 

Thanking you and with personal regards, I am 

p.S. The cover is insured both ways so you need only register it 
on its return to us. 

.. 



Mr . Gordon Harmer , 
551 Fifth Ave . , 
New York , !; . Y. 

Dear Curlior..: 

434 So th Grand Ave ., 
Fort Thomas, K T. 

TTarch 29 , 1943. 

HerHvlith th e gOt 18GO COVf'lr . Yes , I knew t he h istory of the 
covo::> . It '£:.. ::Jold to Nolto!. in the Saybo1d sale in ri.a.rch 1910 
and it . s lloen sa d chat in' those dfYs the fakers didn 1 t tal~e 
the tr . bJ c to "18.ke fake cover':J . PeI-haps th y didn't but the · 
f act l' t r'ey)Old haa q, ite 'l. f \J Puke cov JI' in hi 

I a1 - ,,~s "'0( I x .... t; 0 to' t ~oleon accmir ,d "'1"'l8 ebon. "d aml ~old it 
to S8ybold. I nev l' heal"C. '11 .., ....,cybold paj.d but -he p vor sold 
fox' 28 . 00 jn Jho ucybold 1.1e . .n "l1.11U5 d 90t le60 could be 
purchas d for 8 . 00 to 10.00 in 1.910 so p":!rhaps it \18.S a bit 
p!'of1table to l"'m';-e alms ir ·vIose ys . 

When I . ant ... c...ll'Jd I tLlplesn" to you I . ant 01' 00urse . Jrep !~_.!!! 
c ash A.nd." ce " "_.1"1: 'SS e : Cl.Ol"'t f: Y that this was wha.t happened, 
in fcc -, I don f t rno\'" what actua2..1y c id happen to ~his cover , but 
I em QUitE; r..ure ot one c'inc and t~1.f t..:t. tt1s . ~ 101'0 as n '"''l4ch 
a t hii¥ 8.~_ a 1 .lC rat to til Gr nd C ne.:-y i!l 1861 or rt any otnel' 
period eb.r~i~r or 1.ter. r "'0 L.·· r.: on thif' COVE r sl o.;r tha~' t l1.c 
rate WD. ... 90~ not 1.1, h nee cne can ll' :\';" their 0 Tn conclusions . 
Fil'st, . ·as t}' is O!'igir.ally a ') i ir.. cas strunplof'E covr r? Second , 
was the 90i rate Oi. iFinal1y pa i d by stamps other ..,hal: a '0 on. tho 
cover at preeellt? For exe.n.~p e tlwGe Jot u amps , or a s .... !'Sl 90;! . 

As 1'01' t he ~ taint. £..nd cre fC , v€' k 
been on 1,1 e COVE..r for over ~3 y O"S 
t~me for tein'"' to dpvelop. If thp 
would be absuz" to add t t r 

•• ps OV I' 

stamps. 

Ot t~~t tne prep nt st .IS hav 
so 01 course t~ t i~ su~ficien 

cover rad ~ fole originally it 
fold en0 rot cronSS the ~dded 

Please under'"'tand Gor on tN~t I r not st ;L • .o.t.: J. v anj- C' th se 
things l1ap~ cned . I an only calling· tt(.r.t':'on t() t.~ po s:! Jilltv. 

I truBt the", :"1"" "1.], U. ctO"'l! the i forI t1.on! t ... _t '&~ gi en you 
regarding a ~ew ostal greolent 0~ l' 0, viz . , the addit: nul fee 
and the oth'3r bunk. I or.o.cr -:..:r the p4' t>80n \Tho · nvcnted such stuff 
e.pprecia tes ho; s' _ly his II ir.~orma.t io" !fi... . It so 111- S .j. 0 e like 
some lIc.eGp st1.l.f'f!l cOr:1i~r; out 01' estf':!e1d, . • J . 

Suppose w. discuse t:t.1s r: infor . ation. '! .... f the "e t:.u:'. r ' G wa~ 
.. 1 . 05 , then the s~ng1e rate must have been :aalf th'1t smn. It :U;i too 



1 

#2. Mr. Gordon Harmer, March 29, 1943. 

absurd to consider this point any further. Regardin g an addi­
tional charge of 60 centimes. r hy? The French bad n othing to 
do ~ ith this letter, as it was carried t o ~1g1ar.d by the S. S. 
Bremen of the North GerI!lan Lloyd Line. li'r m England i t went by 
British Packet to the Grand Canary. Th portage paid was only 
to the "frontier" as there was no post a tres::::y at that t i me 
be t're e G. B. and Spa~n (or between t h e U. S . d .:)90. n) whareby 
mall c Oil ld b e pr epaid to C!estina tion in t he Gr iL."ld Canary. 

The markin..,!3 cleer_y sho' · r~nt. 4S~ vIas cre 1tad by t e NevI York 
Foro-;.£5l .. ch~ nef' Cfftce t o the Brit i sh Post Office ano. thEt t; the 
sum due in Pl1lm R f or' he Spanish internal as "S . " I su ppo se this 
"s t: !Cny luve be n '8" reul es o~~ about 40¢ . 

This 10", t; ~r' .t·' Jcrico.n ):::.cl>.:et . It This is a. D,..ln'L hich trips 
all t:1.0 \l:LSC uoys 1 _1:;} orl·Y . By" ~'TI.crlC1ll1 I E.cket fr d' d not 
necco< aril.y 1'1 c.. I)' &. s. ip 0:: --rice..n rC[;i:;.try but r&.Lher tha t t he 
let~ e~ ias for:~~ded a~ the e~pense of tic U . ~ . ?O .~ . In oth r 
words, ' f~r . ..til OT' 'Brit~ h Prw nt" i ~ io t d . 10 or tho two 
Gov .r:"l1 en't'< 1;,CS 

We mad, an al'rangome:r:t j, 1 ISS? 01"' 11358 lith tilB GC!'l~. n IJi';1.e t o c aJ."ry 
rna. 11 _.n t~r.;ir ... hipe for tne "sea PO"'t.k ;es . f :I> ... tlt '\''' s the sea postage 
to G. 3 . ? It lUG l6i s fued Ly the n~lo-U . u . "r""'l:J of le43, hence 
on thls p~rticular lette' we paid the Cermar- Line 02¢ (2 X 16 t ) to 
co. r y thj.8 Ie tter to t.;. gl an 1 . 

The U. S- rtt; i rat0 as you Ie 1 kl.o I Wfl~ 24¢' por 1/2 ounce letter. 
Th is fie dl T dod as folIo' s : 3¢ rlt10h iO.t n '''L U, 5: u. ,) . it t _ ra.l 
and 16 «,S!}! 

You a~o a l so ware that at thi 
a s h il1 4 ng , nne under the Tre£ty 

th cnal"<3c rus 
r-ac"ld 9.-: 24~. 

The s ingle rat,;, to the Gr"':ld Ca.na..:t:'v it th t .0 t :1is lOt;t r 10. sent 
was 45¢ p:::;r 1/ 2 unce 'Vi' • .An ,la.nd . r U _,0 .' th t YOU' ill «( 'lit 
that thel'~ is 11') uot 'th ... :; tn .... 1 1.;t. rent "Via E :1'1 m ... d ll

• aturally 
the d ou.ble rata J.S Got I and not uc 1 a illy figure a ' . 05. " 

This l e Jter tw.s sont ':1"1 tl.o 
ship so. J.J.d fro:1 .. ew 10.1. k j.l 

entitled to ret lin 21J - "'r"~r-:--:':-:~~~. 
on each. do 'ble ... "'1·0 0' 90,': 

..... . 0 . 1: . T as 
a~. , 01"' ~12¢' 

Each 2l ¢' i."'ep ·on ntoc'.. I j~.. Ius u' :1. ... t :t;'nal . In t':l ':' "01'( s , we 
kept 5¢ f or our iuternal and tool!: _Lt:> ~ 0 Xly -:;!1.e lie ..... an <.J~,....,., . If 
you deduc t 2l~ fro~ 45¢' you will have '4i O~ one shil.l."l. C; h. cD. l~e ­
pre sented the T ritis ... l _acket charge f!'om <ngl'l.. d to v1 e G ... 'and GanB.l~Y 
Islands. (rront~ er 0 ly ). 

Thus you wlll see why gO¢, was paid original l y on this lottol' ont of 
which t.e U. B.D.O.D. re ained 2 X 21~~ or 4£i pnd creo.ited to ':;he 



, 
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British 2 X 24¢' or 48¢'. This 48 I 1s i n red ink on the face of 
the cover . The division of the rate VJaS therefore a·.B. 48¢' 
and U.S . 42¢', total 90¢'. 

Now suppose for example that a Cuna.rd ship h d sailed on May 
11 , l8Gl, the rate would h ave been "h sa~e but the credit would 

.have be en 32¢' higher or 2 X 16i f or the British sea c a rriage from 
New York to ngland. In such a case all the U. S . wo ld have re ­
tained WOuld have been ou.r internal of 2 X 5-i, the British re­
ce':'vi-:.g a credit of 2 X 40 or 80si, each 40i r epresenting 16i 
Atl~ntic see. plus the ~ril;ish s~'1il1 i pac'{ t ch·· ge fl' om England 
to ~hp. G~and Gn~a~y . 

:.'il' 0 'il Gordon is it not all v ·ry s irlpl e? ',hy ring in all th t s'b:bi'f 
about a cou0~e ratG of '1 .05 plus 60 concimes for 20 grams carried 
over 000 rJ;1u , "tc. , "'tc . .0 you C) ~O\ pe'r"fec .1J bsur such 
11 ir ___ ~ i....,? Hmrov r , bsut'd s l' 1.s, it is n t near as 
si:i..y:J t ... _ co 1tnL.l.J r •• T t.e opj .. n l'urnisheu. by EII~ott 
1'e "y to D ue on t lis covor, nnet for vfhi..;h ch ree was 
nl'ide by e~ y. 

oth0r COy ~r fro n this \ () d correspon eneG I c,t thls "'c, e period , 
are ':_ mm ' d [ __ 1 1'0 p.£'epa.ld by ~ rle re ,u_t..r ~5¢' peT' 1/2 ounce 
single r"'t0 . . l1j.nm OPO'V'l certe,l!ll,/ Yo.new the 1" ... tc as 4:5/ pe:r 
S it SIp oj." gO¢, d.ouble I as pr'ov0d b.,.r cov rs bcfot'e and .... .pter this one , 
130 of' these L tnm:r:m ori""j nated on thic co 1P'" th en Depew threw a''lay 
26¢' when he r.lliled th1", letter: "nd i~: no vm.y have I t;oen nbl to 
figuro bnt th~t 2C/ m' 1 ~r 13 I ri gle coul ~ e rc re~enterl . 

Can you . cubt ,h t tr (3 r· '. ish err" GL 
fron:i... ;lund to t:t 0 rt.pd COYJ.&.:>:y? U .... n 
pac et ch·rgo in 1861 was a s ~lling? 

' provod. bS- the rea i.n { C Y'edit of Il",..:~ . I 

t}1s lotte' oy B itlsh packet 
~ou doubt thi t th' british 
51_o1? both of the a ove are 

This letter was no~ put ilto he ~1' rl.lll..ln or!' nch LL iIs , they had 
notl 11 to do i h its trans. tission. '0 J) i tt r'e!.len t e ea 
postar;e to t!'ans ... 'lit i' 0 utter 1'''0 1"1. to 1~[;1 and ,. 

I don't kno')l' "lhet1:er the cover ~_c (ood 0 bad u1d all I CLn say in 
t b is re:lpect is t' is . !f anY')r'e, ~_no -in'"" the rcnl f aetA, such as 
I hSVG 01 tlir.eCl abo" e, oncludc~ t ,1, tb.... co .;r. i~ 1'lui e, then he 
w1L. be f'or'C'cd to b lie "I,; , ~h t pCVi· t 2 • 0.1' r O~ r ~e on 
thi 1 ~tL r 'I n ! n 18('1 tbnn c.,'" 'id, co 1- ()\ S .1."t 
Depew knew ·i;ilC correct rate Y'P:3 90 c.:c.;.tle, so if the 
cover is e; 1 ""l (' th n v 1 OJ ".'"!)e or "'"1 an \.8. ... nee, eary 
on tlJis letter? :, 01 '1 eJ iE.-ve l;)u.ch e.. t ... ir.g t hr:.lce I 
cannot bel~. e tim' the cov r- i~ cenuin' . 

I gave all of th b ve facts to Doan~ and I ~ever cr'rged hi. a 
penny, so I tOQ run very a.nxious that t e real st13tus o!' ~ is cov~r 
be defInitely established so tb.at I '';'ontt be c llod ""por:; to ispuGIJ 
every crackpot opinion tbat is advanced by a lot of people Wb0 11 ve 
no kno\':ledge what soever of ,fore ign :rates or postn ma.ekings bu Vlho 
have the gall to c!large fees for absurd "l£xpert II op1n:l.ons . I l"efer 
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not only to Pe~ry b t others in h s cIa s down Ea t. 

This le tter ~as purely a U.S.-British transmission a~d the rates 
were fixed by Treaty. There was no "postal agreeme_t" between 
the U. S. and G.B. in 1860 whereby the "sea car fag..," (16¢,) to 
G.B. 1i S raised , nor reduced, and ou kno d I'n ell tlu.,t there 
was no raise nor reduction in the R~itish p c et ch~rge of one 
shilling in 1860, 18S1 or 1862. 

DepeVl c~r·tllin ly knew hat he 'as doing and whl3.t the correct rate 
was, as ,PI' (. Lis Meme i11. • po r left, "Per r men Via Eng1t .. nd." 

I 0 in d 
It was 
rouc ed 
enolo : 
Th ttra d due 

fr tre <:-e. e cor-r-ospo d3 co re:rbif3G.9- , 
a~ a gh~ p of the ~.lerican avre 

th q 45¢ ~ate cover ~as ~i or the 
I ~ reI: it th.~ co~er to 

show th the liB! cr:lenl! uncl r.· ra 'Oll I tta.rs , 
Bhdp r' t v i1<9 tne I Ai-ago II 'v'1 U c, s1 ~p o:~ i'icmA nd l:he 
"Drem n' of G1rn:an r" istry, oath ere der:ign, ted by r ner . Packet" 
bCC [~:lS() both Ie T"aid the (sea oot. est (16~) to ciU'r,lj thane t\~'o 
letters. 

I cOl1<1 i ve :1'W b_:L' of r 'r 
by uh6 U. u • 

Fiftio& ,n 
It 1s !'l'O!ll 

eompt:m at l n to tIe 
convey&r:ce is by,' I ric; J. 

fore~g~ steeneEz . ' 

In ot~er or~s, + e 
"Bre:rnen,r rece~iTec.. 16 
from! e ,. York to ;n 1 

rec~iv d 
~ D.) on 

the lOunt paid 
u 1 in th~ 1~t6 
no dou t uffiee . 

t" Ihieh limit.s the 
en the 

hen '" ~ 

I do hope that my ex 
ea3~ly un stood. 
you wish . 

oj. L Ie 'OV b en v ry plain 'r.d 
I'll e 1 . oints . 

u 

I 

Co ·di .... ' 1 O).TP, 
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