Scrapbook No. 39 February 1 1956

1. T. Reinhardl re 3¢ 1861 — not a pink

2. Frank Starr re 25¢ “Rate”

3. E. Willard Phippen re 3¢ 1851 cover Phila “SHIP”

4. Dr. W.S. Polland Re Flag of Truce cover 3¢61 + 5¢ C.S.A. typo
55 Jas. E. Berry Re 3¢ 1861 Rose & Pink

6. E.B. Jessup Re 12¢€ 51 Bisect 18¢ Rate — Caspary

7 Dr. W.S. Polland re Wells F&Co. cover to Hamburg

8. Mrs. CeDora J Hanus Re 5¢56 cover to Halifax 5¢ 1867 Grill
9. OLD POINT Comfort Cancels by Tom Parks

10. | John D. Pope Ill Re 10¢ 47 Valentine cover

11. | Wilshire Stamp Co. Re Various items

12. | H.S. Cole Cinti O — Re 1¢ 1851 PII°

13. | Dr. C. W. Hennan Re Death

14. | Ernest C. Owens Re 1¢ 1851 Repaired

15. | E.D. Cole Re —Way 13% First Day July 1 1845

16. | Henry Hill Re Caspary 5¢ 1856 Cover

17. | M.C. Nathan Re Honoray Member Western Cover

18. | Sy Colby Re 3¢ 1861 Pink Unused 1¢ 1857 PL12

19. | E.C. Krug 10¢ '47 cover

20. | Mrs. CeDora J. Hanus 5¢ 1861 August 5¢€ 57 Henna

21. | Woodrow Westholm

22. | Jack Molesworth Re 3¢ 1861 Pink Unused

23. | Jack Molesworth Re - 10¢ 47 cover Steamship 10

24. | John A. Fox re Gossip About SBA

25. | A.E. Guenther Re — Sale of his collection by Fox

26. | Harmer Rooke & Co. 2 covers 3¢ 1861 Pink

27. | Preston H. Hood At’ty — Re Sweet Collection

28. | Geo Underwood 2 covers from Germany

29. | Wilshire Stamp Co. 157 PIi7

30. | C.F. Meroni Re covers 5¢ 1856-57

31. | C.C. Hart Re 3¢ 1861 Pink & Pigeon

32. | Dr. W.S. Polland Re Income Tax

33. | C.C. Hart Re 10¢ 47 KALAMAZOO

34. | Karl Jaeger Re 44¢ Rate to Germany

35. | C.C. Hart Re 10¢ 1847 cover Jackson Miss

36. | Mrs. CeDora J. Hanus Re 5¢ 1847 Henna re Bison Cover
37. | Ralph Hoffman re 5¢ 57 cover to France Re 2¢ New Orleans
38. | J. Dave Baker Re Various covers

39. | Mort Neinken Re PIl. 12. 61L12

40. | Mort Neinken 12¢ to Mexico Carrier

41. | Jack Molesworth 24¢ 1869 Cover topper two 3-¢ 69 covers
42. | Molesworth 12¢ 51 Bisect - % - Canton Miss St Louis & Others
43. | Molesworth 10¢ 1847 Unused 5¢ 1857 cover

44. | Millard Mack 1869 cover to Italy FAKE




45, | Robt W Lyman 6¢ 1869 cover

46. | D.F. Kelleher 30¢ 1860 Cover 58¢ to France

47. | Thos parks Re Blocade Cover

48. L.J. Heyman 1¢ 51 — PAPER?

Livingston Ala Cover Data By Raymond Rowell
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201 W. St. Louis Ave Jan.30/56

Vegas -- Nev.

Stanley Ashbrook
t Thomas =-- Ky.

r Mr., Ashbrook:

Not so long ago I read your article

about the 3¢ pink (US # 6l).It 1s very interes
ting. I have a copy of this stamp and wonder

if t his is the shade you are mentioning in
said write-up.

I don't know if you give opinions on s tamps,
altho I know my old friend Ernie Jacobs often
sent you stamps for such reason.

I do not wish to impose on you since I know
your correspondence is too crowded already,
but should you do so for a fee or otherwise
let me know and I send this item to you with
return envelope for your convenience.

For years I have been a stamp dealer in Chgo.
but am not very active anymore and now live
here in Nevada., (duringt he winter)

I am a ready buyer for most anything pertainin
to Nevada and in case you have a nice cover g
Express or ghost town- I would appreciate

a chance to see it,

Sincerely yours,
Hend ez foiofjardl(C
APS 6847




‘

Febe 2, 19560

Mr, T Reinhardt,

201 'W'. St. LO"liS AVE.,
Las Vegas, lev,

Dear Mr, Reinhardt:

In reply to yours of the 30th, if you will
send the stanp cn to me I will Be glad to examine it
and there will not be any fee, unless you wish me to
sign it on the back or give you a signed certificate,
In such an event the fee would be $5,00,

I »arely if ever run across any Nevada
material, but recently 1 acquired several covers of
Maricopa Wells AT, It is my impression that these
are very scarce and quite valuable, Are you familiar
with such? (3¢ 1261 and 3¢ 186l PINK envelope).

I hear from Irnie regularly.’hat a guy but
not as young as in former yecarse

Sincerely yours,



201 W, St. Louis Ave Febr.6/56
Las Vegas = Nevada

{ Mr, Stanley B.Ashbrook
x Fort Thomas,Ky

Dear Mr. Ashbrook:

Your favor of Febr.2 at hand I hasten
to send you my cover with the 3¢65.

I appreciate your promptness in answering me and
thank Kou in advance for your kindness.
LS I shall be satisfied with your opinion in this case.

¥ Sorry but I am not familiar with Ariz, Territorial
cancels, I do know that Maricopa Wells is one of
the very early postmarks.

Next time you write to Ernie -please tell him
~ I still think of his martinis, They are a great
helpﬂ%bne wants to feel young once more.,

i

Sincerely yours

¥, 5 - \ /"" -
I w0 Aore e ,7";;.7['\‘
{
L



F eb. 10, 1956.

Hl'. T Reinhardt,
201 W, St. Louis Ave,,
Las Vegas, Nevada,

Dear Mr. Reinhardt:

Herewith your 3¢ 1861 cover as per yours
of the 6th, In my opinion, this is not the S.U.S,
PINK, nor is it a very good "near pink" or a pinkish
rose, It is true it does have g bit of a pinkish
tint and years ago we were in the habit of calling
stamps of this tint - the early birds of 1861 =
Early prints of the Fose. It is my guess that the
use of this cover was April of 1862,

I had a letter from Ernie Jacobs this
week, Great old Ernie. Never was another like hin,

With regards -

Sincerely yours,



Tel.: Bridport, 2603. STONEHAVEN,
WEesT Bay, January 25 1956

BripDPORT, DORSET.

Dear Mr, Ashbrook,

I feel very hesitant in writing you again esedan
after youtr letter of last Spring in which you said you had no time
these days to assist in such queries.

Dury  Zn these months mestas I've been struggling
along, and thanks to help from all sorts of good folk in the States,
including perfect strangers, I've been able to make out the
emclosed list of rates U.S to UK. It is only roughly compiled,
and I'm concerned only with the basie rates.‘ Your Dept. of
Records have most obligingly tried to help me too, but I fear they
hav{n't been ablew give me correct information.

Méby people have referred me to you as being the
foremost authority on Rates -~ and now that my book has been
accepted for publication ( I have to get all the mss in by next month)
that is during March ---~ I'm very anxious to get my facts
substantiated and thoyroughly checked.

Would you please help me? I have been
told that you charge a fee for your counsel, and I shall be very
pleased to pay you whatever it is you charge; I can arrange
payment through friends in Canada. Otherwise, you might
like me to give you acknowledgement in my book ? It is being
published by a firm of publishers specializing on books conrected
with ships and shippiqﬁ and an associate of Harraps.

I look forward very eagerly to your reply,
and hope you will be able to comply with my request.

e

Yours sincerely,

il Stagy 2

-

- -

——



A -~

Feb. 7, 19560

Mr, Frank Staff,
Stonehaven,
West Bay,
Bridport.,, Dorset, Encland.

Dear Mr, Staff:

I have yours of January 25th and in reply, will state that I simply
cannot spare the time to give you the data that you require but I will attempt
to zive you some assistance,

There was a very good book published some years ago entitled,

HISTORY OF THE U« S. POST OFFICE
to Year 1829

By Rich
and published by Harvard University Press -
Cambridge, lass.

I suggest that you send for a copy, L believe it can still be obtained,

Herewith I am sending you a Government publication which contains
some valuable data,

In the early part of the last century postage to Britain was domestic
to port of departure, We had no postal treaty with G.Bs until the one of 12/15-
1848, effective in the U,S, 2/15-1849 - Rate was 24¢ per % oze - California and
Oregon excepted, No triple rate permitted, This treaty ran to Jan. 1, 1868 when
the raté was reduced to 12¢, On Jan, lst, 1€70 it was further reduced to 6¢ and
becamed5¢ when both countries joined the u%_r.u. as of July 1, 1875, As of June-
July the U,S5, sent our first mail steamer to G,B. and Bremen - the rate from the
UesSe was 24¢ plus U,S, domestic,

Re - items I have crossed with an X = I believe these referred to in-
coming mail rather than outgoing, In other words, a letter from Britain to the
U.S. was charged with a ship fee of 6¢ if addressed to the port of entry., If be-
yond - then regular postage plus 2¢ ship fee, I never heard of any such a thing as
1¢ to the ship captain and 1¢ to the postmaster,

Re = 1 1 - 25 cents no ntract steamer, I have no knowledge
of this, Act of March 3, 1845 = rate of 24¢ - referred o to mail that might be
sent in the future my ships under contract to the U,S, P,0,D, to carry mail to
foreign countries, There was no provision for "no triple rate," Act of 1848
effective May 1845, How could such be possible, No such a thing as Mareh 3, 1849
effective Feb. 15, 1849, This was the treaty of Dec. 15, 1848 effective 2/15/1€L9 -
no 16 cents = but 24¢ per % oz, with 59¢ from Oregon and California by way of
Panama « New York or Boston to G,B, Effective July 1, 1851 - not June 30, 1851 -



b
A

4 #2. }h‘. Frank Staff = Fab. 7’ 1956.

24¢ ‘but 29¢ from Calif, and Oregon - this 29¢ rate was in effect to July 1, 1263
when it became 24¢. In 1866 = rates were per % oz., permitting a triple rate.

I trust the above will be of some assistance,

Sincerely yours,
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Feb, 15, 19560

Mr, Frank W, Staff,
Stonehaven,
West Bay,
Bridport,
Dorset, England,

Deayr Mr, Staff':

I am in receipt of yours of the 1lth, I regret to state that I know
of no U, &, rate of 25¢ sea plus U, S, domestic of the period prior to 1845,
However, I note you mention several or more such covers which apparently show a
charge of 25¢ sea postage, and that Mr, Wm, C, Peterman of Caldwell, N,J, has
several such covers, I will write Mr, Peterman today.

Regarding the postage to be charged on mail to be conveyed to foreign,
I quote as follows from the U, 8, Postal Laws & Regulations, 1832 Edition -
page 67 = Chapter XXXVII - Sec, 305 - quote:

"Mails to Countries Beyond Sea,
Seec, 305, When a letter is placed in a2 Post Office, to be sent to a seaport by
post, and thence by ship to a foreign country the postage on it for the distance,
it is to be conveyed by post, must be paid at the place of its reception, other-
wise the letter is not to be forwarded,

306, Postmasters at sea-ports, will always receive letters that are offered for
places beyond sea, The letters so received, together with those that eome in the
mail, addressed to foreign countries, should be marked with the name of the office,
and the time of reception,

307. As soon as the Postmaster finds that a vessel is ready to sail, which will

be eonvenient to carry them to the place of their destination, he will carefully
examine all such letters, and see that there are none among them, destined to
another place, He will then count them and enter their number in a bill made out in
the Form No, 7. If there be few letters, and no bag for them furnished by the
master of the vessel, they may be made into a bundle like a cornmon mail, taking

care to enclose the certificate with them, sealing the wrapper with the official
seal, If a bag be furnished, the string is to be sealed with the office seal,

And if there be many letters, and no bag furnished by the master of the vessel, the
Postmaster will furnish one, and charge it to the Department.

308, For every letter received by a Postmaster at a seaport, to be conveyed to a
foreign t):ountry, there shall be paid to the Postmaster one cent.-=Act of 1825,5ec.34,"
unquot.e).

The next edition of the "P,L. & R.," was published in 1843, and on-page
1), of the "Regulations" - Chapter 17, the above instfuetion is repeated almost word
for word,

I have no record of any speecial ruling made by the U, S. Post.master
General whereby the British packet charge of a shilling could be prepaid at a



#2. Mr. Frank W. Stafif = Feb, 15, 1956.

Post. Office of origin in the U,S, but from the covers you cite there does appear
to have been some such an arrangement but if so there was no law that I know of

that authorized such prepayment and if there was a provision for same by the

P.M,G, it would seem to me that it would be inecluded in the P.L, & R, of 1832

or 1843,

Sincerely yours,



F‘bo 15’ 1956 °

Mrs VWm. C. Petem’
153 Westville Ave.,
Caldwell, N.¥.

Dear Mr. Peterman:

I enclose a copy of a letter that I have
today addressed to Mr, Frank Staff of England re-
garding covers from the U,5., to England showing pay-
ments of 25¢ plus U, S, domestic. If you have any
such covers will you be so kind as to loan them to me
at my expense for examination and recording? I will
return same promptly.

Thanking you in advance,

Sincerely yours,
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March 10, 1956.

Mr, Frank W. Staff,
St'onﬂh.avm’
West Bay,
Bridport,
Dorset, England,

Dear Mr, Staff:

On my return from a vacation of several weeks, I found
your letter of the 1l8th,

My advice is to go slow on the 25¢ rate until a further
investigation is made., Back in those days it is my understanding
that the U, 8., Postmaster General was not authorized by law to
make any rate of postage, foreign or domestie, without an Aect of
Congress, I have searched the official records and have been unable
to find any such a rate,

. Mr, Peterman sent me three covers, one of 1841 - one of

. 1846 and one of 1847. All three show British postage due of "8&"
pence, I believe this proves that the sea postage was not paid,
This mekes me wonder if the charge was not postal but a private fee
pald to ship captainsg? If so it was not a postal rate = thus my
advice to go slow in publishing it as such,

Sincerely yours,

PeSe==I will be glad to loan you prints of Mr, Peterman's covers
if you would like to see them,

S.B.A.



Stonehaven West Bay Bridport March 17 1956

Dear Mr, Ashbrook,

Many thanks for your letter - and

I don't mind telling you, I have been very cautious
in the matter of the 25 cents rate,. I have now obtained

additional information, It was most certainly NOT an
bn"r L Vir'b'-l"—'l’\.- N R e e
offigial U.S. postal rate,,\and was in the nature of being

an imposition, for, the steamships not being under any
contract, it followed that all mail carried by them, even
those rated the 25 cents, were subjeet to the British

Ship Letter of 8d. The three fully paid letters which I
possess . are all charged'with this 2d.

AELY Thanks for yvoul offer of the prints

~ ¥\

of Mr. Petermans ggvers; he has however, already desribed them
< o
to me - ‘and T+have seen others similar over here.
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March 21, 1956,

m'. Frank Staff 3
Stonehaven,
West Bay

Bridport. &!glm‘d.
Dear Mr, Staff:

Your air letter of the 17th just received,
I am enclosing copy of a letter that I had previous-
ly written to Mr, W, C, Peterman which expresses my
views on this subjeet at this time,

You certainly did stir up a bit of postal
history that has been of quite a bit of interest to
several of my good friends as well as myself and I
am sure yeuall thank you for calling it to our atten~
tion, I would like very mch to see and photograph
- all covers that show evidence of the 25¢ payment on
the face of the cover, If you will borrow and send
me such covers so that I can photograph them I will
reimburse you all the expense of forwarding, etc,

Sincerely yours,



(1 Sy

March 23, 1956,

)h'. Frank Staff »
Stonehaven,
West Bay' s
Bridport, England,

Dearq My, Staffs

Further referring to the payment of a shilling per letter
paid to non=contract ships for the trnasmission of letters from the
Us Se¢ to Creat Britain, my good friend Bugene Jaeger has called my
attention to reéferences to this payment in the very fine book = "Steam
Conquers the Atlantie" by David Tyler = 1939 = By D, Appleton =
Century Co = New York & Londone No doubt you are familiar with this
very fine book, d

My, Jaeger refers me to page 106 and to the footnote #18
on page 116, which reads as follows, quotet In addition they were
paid 2 d. on letters out, and 1 x, on letters home by New York Post
Office = Parlimentary papers, = 1846 = 563 = (15) « 25, p.20." (unquote).

May I suggest that you refer to the Parlimentary Papers as
above and ifjyou find anything especially interesting will you be so
kind as to advise me,

Binecerely yours,



Tel.: Bridport, 2603. STONEHAVEN,
West Bay, April 19 1956

BriprorT, DORSET.

Dear lMr, Ashbrook,

Your Airmail received this morning,
and it certainly didtresses me, for of curse you would
not have written so, had you known me. But you have
presented the matter from your point of wview and I now
realize ari appreciate how my behaviour in guarding this

little 'secret' has appeared to you.

I was of course hoping that this, as
well as one or two other little 'tit-bits' which I have
gone to great deal of trouble to get, would appear fresgh

and virginal with the publ%spaion of my book,

But to remove any elemht of misunderstanding
I will open up and explain briefly to you that this 25 cent
rate was a charge imposed by the private steamship companies,
collected by the U.S. Post Offices by arrangement with them,
The right to receive letters for overseas existed bythe Act of

March 3 1825 - and this comes into the story too.

I can only say how sorry I am you had
to write to me so.

Yours sincerely.



P.S.

You requested me some time ago to send you
photstats of t hethree PAID 25 covers which I have.

( T now have two more, carried by Gt.Western).

Bridport is a very small town, and our local
photographer once spoiled a cover through his ignorance
some time ago when he worked on some matter for me - so
that I'm unwilling to trust him with others. Dorchester,
our nearest town is only 12 miles away, but we do not
hawe a car, and with my presgnt state of affairs I just
haven't the time to get this done. i

- Perhaps you have read in the press of the 5 -6
months printers dispute we have had in this country ? Costs
are now going up, and I've had to re-arrange all my
illustrations and part of my mss, in order to keep the
proposed publishing price down. On top of everything else
I've been confronted with innumerable queries with regard
to certain copyright and a host of other matters apart
from a terrific correspondence. And within 7 days I go
abroad, so I really am vefy very busy. I hope you
forgive me for not semding you prints of these covers.

Normally, without the many things I have on hand, I would
have hewe done so.



CAMBRIDGE TRUST COMPANY
HARVARD SQUARE
CAMBRIDGE 38, MASSACHUSETTS

February 13, 1956

Colonel Stanley B. Ashbrook
P 0. Bex 3l

33 N. Ft. Thomas Avenue

Ft. Thomas, Ky.

Dear Colonel Ashbrook:

Lester Downing and I spent a pleasant
afternoon with our stamps Saturday last. We
came across a cover, wnich I have recently
acquired, and it puzzled us in regard to the
postal markings.

Lester suggested that I send it to
you to see if you could explain it to us.
I was reluctant to bother you with this little
matter, but he assured me that you would not
feel I was imposing, which I sincerely hope is
the case.

The 3¢ '51 appears to us to be super-
fluous -- are we in error? Any comments which
you care to meke in regard to it would very
much be appreciated.

Cordial greetings from us both.

Yowrs very
5t
E. Willard Phippen

EWP : EG
Enclosures



Feb, 16, 1956,

Mr, E, Willard Phippen,
% Cambridge Trust Co.,
Cambridge 3¢, Mass.

Dear Mr, Phippen:

Herewith I am returning the 3¢ 1851 cover as
per yours of the 13th, I feel rather certain that the 3¢
stamp was used on this cover as we see it. The color of
the canceling ink matches that of the postmark and it has
a genuine look regardless of the fact the stamp is not
tied, This was undoubtedly a "Ship letter" brought into
Philadelphia, and was over-weight - that is over % ounce,
hence there was a rate due of 3¢ and also the Ship Fee of 2¢,
thus a due of 5¢ from the addressee, The addressor should
have put twec 3¢ stamps on his letter and two 1¢ stamps had
he wished to prepay it in full,

. It was nice to hear from you and whenever you

have a little problem like this do not hesitate to write me,

I might not be able to furnish the answer but I will try,
With every good wish =

Cordially yours,




0.B. BUDEFoR D ~
Mojor & Prov. Marshal\

May & PM.
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Febe 17, 19564

Drs W Scott Polland,
Ross, Calif,

Dear Doctor:

, Herewith your Flag of Truce cover which
I believe is genuine in every waye. I have no record
of the "Major & Provost Marshall" who censored the
letter but I think that I can obtain the data for you.
Where he was stationed, etce There is no Ce8.4A,
postmark of origin for the reason that the letter was
doubtless sent along with others under separate cover
to Colonel Oulds. Northern relatives supplied priscners
with U.5e stamps for correspondencey, hence I judge the
writer put the siamps on himselfs

I made a photograph and I will advise you
Jdater though it may be several weeks as we will probably

be away from home on a trip for a week or ten days.
© With every good wish - {{)h 0 k.a
Cordially yours,
Ma e C{
To Him

FEB 19 1956



Feb,. 17’ 19560

}41'. ThOS. Park&,
3556 = 79th Ave.,
Jackson leights, N.Y,

Dear Mr, Parks:

I have a C,5.A, cover before me that I thought would be of
special interest to youe It belongs to a good friend who sent it in to
me hoping I could give him some data on it,

It is addressed to a town in Rhode Island and has a 3¢ 1861
plus two 5¢ Confed Typose The only postmark is Old Point Comfort Aug 14,
No year date or any evidence of the actuel year of use, No evidence of

Confederate origine In lower left is "Care of Col, Oulds - Com, of Exchange" -

At left .end is the following:
n
DoB4Budgford
];:::E;ﬁ& L, "
The two 5¢ Typos are a vepair with the lower stamp just barely tied by the

Old Point postmark., From the shade of the 3¢ 1861 I think the use must have

been A*. 1, 1863, but this color could well have been used Avgust 14, 126l
No Confed postmark or any evidence of C.S.As origin., Evidently it was sent
under separate cover to Colonel Ouldse, It is an envelope with notihg on the
back, I will make a photograph and send you a print later, '

If you can obtain any data regarding "BUDGFOP.b" and where he was
located as a Major & Provost Marshall" I will greatly appreciate the favor,

With best wishes =
Cordially yoursh

3



Feb, 19, 1956,

Mr, Those Parks,
3556 - 7%th Aveo’
Jackson leights, N.Y,
Dear Mr., Parks:

% Referring to mine of the 17th, I am
now encloséing a photo print of the cover mentioned,
which yon may retain for your files,

’ With every good wish -

Cordially yours,
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Mareh ‘t, 19564

lh' <« m“. W. Parks’
3556 ot m Sto’
Jackson Heights, N.Y.
Dear Mr. Pﬂ!‘kﬂ:
Upon my return yesterday from a little
vacation of two weeks I found yours of recent date,
which accounts for this tardy acknowledgement,

Your letter will have ny careful atten=-
tion in the very near future,

¥ith best wishes, _
Cordially yours,



March 8, 1956,

Dr. We Seott Polland,
1540 Fifth Ave,,
San Rafael, Calif,

Dear Doctor:

Again referring to your "Flag of Truce"
cover, my good friend Tom Parks of Jackson Heights,
N.Y,, makes a specialty of mm%g covers
and I sent him a photo of your cover, went thru
the "Official Records" at the New York Library but

was unable to find any reference to a D. B, BREDGFORD
or Budgford, He did find two references to a William

Bridgford but no Budgford so your cover is probably
signed by D, B, Bridgford,

The "Official Records" is suppo=ed to have
some record of almost every officer in the C,S5.A.
armed forces.

with regards =
Cordially yours,



1921 Franklin Avenue

Las Vegas, Nevada

February 2, 1956
Dear Mr. Ashbrook,

I suppose the best way to introduce myself is to state that I

have been a "long distance" pupil of yours for the best part of
twenty years. 1 have been a stamp collector since the Washington
Bi-Centennials were current and I progressed through the usual
steps of a general collection in a one dollar album to an &merican
album to a National album to specialised collections of U.S.,
Canada and Mexico in blank albums. My current spcialties are the
3¢ 1861 and Nevada Postal History. Perhaps you have seen my name
mentioned in the later category in "The Western Express",

When I say "long distance" I really mean it. If you recall the
layout of the southwestern United States you know that if you

draw a circle around Las Vegas with a five hundred mile diaméter
you will encompass nothing but mountains, sage brush and sand plus

a few scattered, and sometimes, insignificant small towns. I

can safely say that ninety nine per cent of the stamps, covers,
albums and publications in my collection came to me through the
mail. I have never seen a really worth while collection; I have
never seen an exhibit; I have never talked to a reslly well informed
collector and I have never seen any of the rarities of the philatelie
world except through the pictures in stamp magazines and books.

I have to go along with Will Rogers when I say that all I know is
what I read. You and Brookman and Konwiser and Sloan and Chase
have been my principal teachers with a host of others as Asso¢iate
Professors. Occassionaly I have been stumped by a technicality

or perhaps a contradiction and with no one to turn to I have to
wade through my referemce books and sometimes never do get a
satifactory answer. A few years back I would write a letter to
an expert in the field where my problem lay. Twice I was ignored
and once I got back a very nasty letter from a very big eastern
collector-dealer and since then I have kept my problems to myself.
What's the saying? "Once burned, twice shy."

Hecently however, I have been getting inguiries myself on Nevada
Postal History and I have enjjoyed the correspondence very much,
even asking a few questions in return. Never once have I been
refused in my search for information. In other words my faith

in such things has returned. All of which is a rather long winded
way of getting around to asking you a question myself.

As I stated before I am pretty well isolated out here in Las Vegas
and all I know about stamps is what I read. BDut there is just so
much you can find out from reading about certain aspects of the
hobby and then you must tuin to other sources.

I have been forming a collection of the 3¢ 1861 for about five
years now. Most of my holdings come either from auctions in

New York Gity or from Sam Paige in Boston. Some come from Sampson
in Mass. I bought my first "Pink" at an auction held by ®y Colby.
The second came from an auctlon held by &ugene Costales and the
last came in a selection from Sam Paige. Now the point I wish

to make is that each of the three dealers, to the best of my
knowledge anyway, has a very good reputaion gnd I probably dontt



-2- .
have to add that none of the threqnmatch each other in shade or
color. I can't recall at the moment what they cost me, but it
was somewhere in the neighborhood of seventy dollars and as of
right now it is money down the drain to me. And in spite of the
hundred or so books that I have in my philatelic library I just
can't decide which is which and what is what.

Ever since I started this 3¢ '61 collection I have looked to you

at THE authority on that particular stamp. I felt that my convie-

tion was secure when you were asked to give the history and opinion
on that block of "Pinks" in the Waterhouse sale last summer. o
now I will get to the point of my letter. What would you charge

to look at a dozen or so copies of suspected "Pinks" and sign any
that fit into that category? :

Perhaps I am imposing or presumtious....l really don't know and
will not be disappointed if you tell me so. Frankly I am stymied
and you are the only person I would trust to render an oprinion.
If you refuse I will have to tmrn to someone else, but then I
will never be sure of the results. I enclose return postage for
your answer. ;

Incidentally, before I close, I married a girl from Govington,
Kentucky. Her mailden name was Haake (pronounced hockey). Several
years ago 1 was talking to her father and the subject got around
to stamps and somehow or other I mentioned your name and the fect
that you were from Fort fhomas. Your name made him Ruse for a
second and then he asked if you were in the brokerage business and
I stated that it seemed to me that you were. He then told me that
about 1921 or 1922 he was working for a shoe manufacturing company
either in Cincinnati or Covington (3ban't recall the exact details)
and he had a secretary named Lishawa and that this Miss Lishawa
married a man named Stanley Ashbrook from Fort Thomas. He stated
that either at the wedding or shortly thereafter he met this Stanley
Agshbrook. Is it possible that you are the same man?

I see now that I have taken up a good bit of space just to ask
one question, but it 1s also true that this is sort of a "fan" letter
so perhaps I will be forgivén.

Very truly yours
es E. Berry BES

819
Wwes -



Feb, 5, 1956.

Mr, Jamnes E, Berry,
1921 Franklin Ave.,
Los Vegas, Nevada.

Dear Mr, Berry:

I am in receipt of yours of the 2nd which I have ca.reﬁﬂ.ly noted,
In reply, I will be only too pleased to look over your copies of the 3¢ 1861
Pink.for you and I can assure you in advance that any fees I charge will be
modest 4

In stamp colors of a century ago one must not expect all specimens
to be exactly alike. Age takes its toll and stamp colors are no exception,
Weather conditions, damp storage places affect bohh paper as well as the ink
and impression, The Fose and Pink colors of 1861 were used at atbime when the
country was engaging in a war and some materials were already beginming to be-
come scarce., S50 it is quite to be expected that we would have Pinks, Near Pinks,
Rosy Pinks, et€., etc. lany dealers who are perfectly honest might se._l an in-
ferior color thinking it was OK and a fine Pink, Others are not very careful,

. I am personally acquainted with Semson, Paige, Colby and Costales,
and consider them all as men of unquestioned honesty,

Yesy I am the Ashbrook who was' in the trokerage business in Cincinnati
for many years. I was born and reared in Covington and for some &ara I lived
in Fort Mitchell, I lost my first wife in 1926 and your father-in-law is right
' because later I married Miss Mildred Lishawa, who is ny right arm and is my
‘valued assistant in &ll my philatelic activities. \ie have one son vho will be
26 this summer and is a Lieutenant in the Navy and at present with his ship in
the Mediterranean,

In the middle 1930'3 I retired from Busimes and since then I have
devoted my entire time to philatelie research work,

Sincerely yours, .



1921 Franklin Avenue

Las Vegas, Nevada

February 10, 1956
Dear Mr. Ashbrook,

I have received your answer to my letter of the 2nd and am
enclosing a selection of 3¢ '61l's for your inspection and possible
certification as genuine "Pinks"., At first I thought I would

send just the three copies that I had purchased as "Pinks" plus
one or two others from my collection that seemed to match:g

couple of them, but after thinking it over I decided that since this
would probably be the only time I would ever send you such stamps
I might as well go all the way and send some that fall into what

I would call the "near-pink" category. In this way I would never
have to look at a page in my collection and wonder if this or that
stamp might not be a "Pink".

I have read practically everything that you and Perry and Brookman
have written on this stamp in recent years. I know about the
white paper, the indistict printing and the bluish tinge, but I
believe that you would be the first to acknowledge that for an
isolated collector like myself it is a most difficult problem to
solve with any degree of finality. Therefore, if I am sending
you a bunch of rose or rose-pink stamps please put it down as just
one more example of how really futile it is to describe a color.

I am enclosing five covers, one pair and nine singles. I hope

that I alone know which ones I got from which dealer, and for their
sake as well as my own I am crossing my fingers that at least

three of them come back marked "Pink", Even if I don't fare that
well I won't hold it against™#' for you pointed out that it is

an easy thing to make a mistake about.

Very truly yours,

L



VIA AIR

CERTIFIED MAIL
N9 204766

Mr

=
=

« Stanley B. Ashbrook
0 Box 31

3 Ne Ft. Thomas Avenue
Fort Thomas, Kentucky

bz CJ"'ﬁ



Feb, 20, 1956.

Mr, James E, ¥erry,
1921 Franklin Ave.
Las Vegas, Nevada,

. Dear Mr, Berry:

Herewith I am returning the 3¢ 1261 items contained in yours
he 10th, The delay in return was occasioned by the bad weather which
e been having = dark, cloudy, heavily overcast days with no sunshine
in such weather it is bad to try to examine delicate colors such as
he Pink and Roses However, it clcared up a bit yesterday amd I was able
"to make a side-b--side comparison of each one of your stamps and I regret
to inform you that there is not a PINK in the lot, In definitely deciding
whether some stamps are the real pink or some of the pinkish rose I make a
side-by=gide comparison with my reference cories,

I picked out two off cover conies and one cover as the hest in
your lot = These are all what are in the class of NEAR PINKS, So that t
might not be any dlspute about the cover I signed i :E on the back, as the
"deep pinkish rose."

My reference copies run as follows:

My number One "TINT" is
1 The Deep FPigeon Blood
2 The Pale "
2 The Actual Pink
White or yellowish paper,
(Naturally the former is preferred).

s I could lay any of your copies side=by-side with my No. 3 and if
you were sitting beside me you could see the difference at a glance,

A lot of pale and deep near pinks do 1ook pink or ph&ah but they
are actually in the Rose classification,

S

My fee for this examination is $5,00 plus return postage of L9¢, -
total $5.49.

Sinecerely yours,
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1921 Franklin Avenue

Las Vegas, Nevada

February 25, 1956
Dear Mr. Ashbrook,

I have just received your report on my 3¢ 186ls. Needless to say
I am a little disappointed, but in all ttruthfulness I must admit
that that your findings were not unexpected. I have mentioned
several times that all I know about stamps is what I read, but all
the time I have assumed that if I ever did seeca real, true PINK
that it would "jump" at me. None of those stamps "jumped" at me
although I did take a second look at a couple of them. <o much
for that, maybe I'1ll have better luck another time.

Perhaps the best way I can lick this PINK problem is to ask you
if you would sell me a nice copy should an extra one ever come your
way. LEither on or off cover.

And speaking of sellinge.el don't know how much, if any, you do,

but for years I noticed your ads in several of the stamp publications
asking for western material among other things. 1In one of my letters
to you I mentioned to you that one of my hobbies was Nevada Postad
History and for a long time 1 have been tempted to write to you asking
if you ever came across any offers for this type (Nevada) of material.
If you have any Nevada covers for sale I would certainly like to

have a look at them. None of those multiple-rate Pony Express Covers
though, for I am a man of moderate income and I don't want to hock

the roof over my head for a fancy page in my collection.

My check is enclosed in payment of your fee.

Very truly yours,

£,



March 4, 1956.

lir, James Ey Berry,

1921 Franklin Ave.,
; Las Vegas, levada.
Dear lfir. Berry:

. ; Upon ny return yesterday from a little
vacation of two weeks I found yours of recent date,
which accounts for this tardy acknowledgenent.,

* Your letter will have my careful atten~
tion in the very near fulure.

With best wishes -
Cordially yours,



March 9; 19560

My, James E, Berry,
1921 Franklin Ave,,
Las Vegas, Nevada,

Dear Mr', Berry:

Further referring to mine of the 4th, this
will acknowledge receipt of yours of the 25th with
check for 5,00 for which please accept my thanks.,

At the present I do not happen to have a 3¢
1861 Pink for sale but should one come my way I will
bear you in mind, I had a rather fine example sent
to me yesterday for an eastern dealer for my opinion,
but he conducts suctions and I suppose this copy will
come up later in aapale. I will whtch the auctions
and advise you, :

Re = Nevada material, I regret that I haven't
a thing in that category at present. Have you ever
done any business with E,N,Sampson? He is very re-
liable and frequently has Cerritorial and western
covers for sale,

With every good wish -
Cordially yours,



. MARCHANT CALCULATORS, ne.—

OAKLAND 8,CALIFORNIA
EDGAR B.JESSUP February 14, 19586

) PRESIDENT

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook

33 North Fort Thomas Avenue

Fort Thomas, Kentucky

Dear Stanley:

Many thanks for your kind and thoughtful letter of
M&’x February 5. It contained a great deal of good news, but

I haven't time to discuss much of it here.

9 \,\(‘w 6 /\/\
/bV" Naturally, Harmer and Ezra Cole are eager to get a final
r )U WD report on #5676, and yours was good as far as it went, but
Ti/"‘ § I should like to ask you to follow through on the ultra-violet
W photograph you spoke of and give it a thorough treatment.
LA

If you think the stamp has been removed and not placed on
exactly right, I suggest you remove the one now on it, for
you are the one person who can be trusted by all to put it
back exactly as it should be. Then, too, it might divulge
something on the cover under the stamp, but now out of
view.

I am enclosing the cover and my check for the $5 fee which
you suggest. If it is more let me know.

This is really a nice piece, and quite an important cover,

and I want to be absolutely sure it is right in every way.

I see quite a few things about it that create suspicion and

do wish I were in Fort Thomas so we could sit down and

talk it over together. However, this will be very satisfactory.

I know that when you have made your customary thorough
examination and then taken an ultra violet photo of the pair
alone, and blown it up to 5 x 7, that you will have all of
the facts pertaining to the cover.

e Of course we will all be happy if it comes out with a clean
bill of health, but you are the éne man who is such a sticker
‘ for right and thoroughness in such an operation that I know



#

MARCHANT CALCULATORS, inc.

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook
Page Two
February 14, 1956

you will leave mo stone unturned in your thorough search for
absolute authenticity. I shall write to you again very soon.

Thanks for all you did on the last package and your fine
comments about the good lots I purchased.

Regarding the Washington cover, the Doctor has passed away,
long ago, and I have forgotten his name. I have been pursuing
the man who got the cover from the doctor's widow over these
many years, so I am really happy that beautiful California
item is now in my collection, even though it was an expensive
addition.

With every good wish, I remain,

Most sincerely yours

Edgar B. Jessup

President and

General Manager
EBJ:B
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__ _MAORCHAMT CALCULATORS, e

OAKLAND 8, CALIFORNIA

EDGAR B.JESSUP February l, 1956

PRESIDENT

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook
33 North Fort Thomas Avenue
Fort Thomas, Kentucky

Dear Stanley:

With the year-end activities here and the high pressure it
has been so long since I have written to you that I have almost
forgotten the subjects that are unfinished -- if any.

I must agree with you that the "monkey business" as you term

it of getting that cover back from Moody and all the other things
are certainly odd bits of evidence and someone knows there is
something wrong. It seems impossible to me, in fact incredible,
for a man to know there is something wrong but pretend it is
right, If it is true there is something wrong with such an
individual. Of course, I am sure that your letter to Moody

was in such a tone that it plainly indicated where you stood

with regard to the cover and with regard to the present owner.
And, when it was so opened up, he did write in the vein that

he did. However, I am sure from information I get elsewhere
that they are not on good terms at all., Something drastic

must have happened between them, which is quite understandable,

In another letter you asked why I backed such an enterprise.

I do not exactly back them, and I do not underwrite them as
individuals, but the Institution and its general purposes are on
the right track, If philately is to amount to anything, and if
those of us who have considerable at stake in it are to realize
on such, something of that kind must be established some day
and no doubt it will have to be by competent people. It is
impossible for an Institution like that to start with such a staff
and therefore it looks as though it must start as best it can
and struggle along until it improves its personnel and its
efficiency. A drastic shakeup is all right when you have plenty
of money to back it, but they do not have plenty, and the party



MARCHANT CALCULATORS, .

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook
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February 1, 19566

you speak of as putting money into it and wanting to run it

has not done so. I am close enough to it to know that, and I
have never seen anyone involved in any way, shape or form

in the administration of that organization who was not serious
in his efforts and motivated by profound devotion and desire

to serve all of philately. Maybe in misguided moments they

do not do it, but every once in a while those things will come

up anywhere. If someone would suggest a better plan I would
be for it, but it seems it must be an organization so it would
not face the inevitable hazard that so often comes to individuals.

Anyway, I have a lot of fun collecting and I do not want to get
involved in those things very deeply. I think I am all right in
the position I take and hold, but it has to be a process of
waiting and watching until some improvement comes about or
some drastic change comes about.

I have not written you since the Caspary No. 2 Sale, have I? | |-

I presume you have heard what I got out of it. My biggest Ho7
disappointment was Lot 407. Do you know who got it? Iput \yeyf
a couple of pluses on my bid but my bidder did not go too strong |,
on that lot although he did on a good many others. He tried his g hbs
best and that lot came rather early in the sale. Of course, S ece |
toward the end it became necessary to increase bids or be out

of it entirely. I wanted Lots 226 and 230 badly and got them for
both. I also wanted that Gadsden cover to match up with Dicle
something I had (314) and I got that together with a few other %g -
small and unimportant pieces. o

The one item I did get, and for which my bidder went a long
way above my bid (which was agreeable to me) was Lot 576.

Of course I wanted the one preceding it and the one following
very badly, but when I saw the latter written up in your service
I had an idea it would go pretty high. However, I believe I was
the runner-up on it.

Getting back to Lot 576, I have examined it closely and it does
seem to me as though the "a" in Sacramento should plainly

show on the stamp. Also some of the other letters. And the



MARCHANT CALCULATORS, nc.

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook
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February 1, 1956

"r" is entirely out of shape. The "C" in "Cal" is not normal
at all, and in no way compares with the "c" in Sacramento
which it does on other covers in my possession. In fact, I
am a little bit shakey about this cover and I am therefore
sending it to you and asking you to expertize it. If you are
100% sure it is OK in every way, please endorse it on the
back and send me your bill.

The Chairman of the Expert Committee of the Western Cover
Society went over it with me last night and we were pretty
much in full agreement. He definitely believes it is a painted
in job and when I told him I was going to send it to you before
I paid for it, he said he did not mind if I told you what his
views were, I do not know that any publicity has been given
so far to the appointment of that Expert Committee, but

Dr. Polland is the Chairman of it, and I happen merely to be
a member, and, of course, our activity is limited to Western
Covers as you can well imagine. Someone suggested a hookup
between that and the Foundation and I told them I thought they
should go it alone for a while to see how they got along. There
is no fee, and no formality, or anything like that, but it is

a service to fellow collectors and it will probably apply only
to covers on which they can easily determine "impossible"
and not on controversial subjects like this., To my way of
thinking you are the last authority on an item of this kind.

One thing we all know is that you will say just what you feel,
what you see, and what you think -- regardless.

A funny thing happened with regard to that 24¢ '69 you
expertized for Harry Keffler for which you billed him, or
maybe I relayed it on to him. He claims that H, R. Harmer
in London said if anyone was dissatisfied with an item he

got, he would have to pay for his own expertization here. Do
you think that is true? Harry passed the buck on to me for
that.I merely said to him that I thought Harmer should stand
it and he quoted the foregoing. It would seem rather an odd
thing but I certainly did not want to send it to you or anyone
else. I was satisfied it was bad and from the discussion we
had already had it was rather obvious, but he was the one who



MARCHANT CALCULATORS, inc.

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook
Page Four
February 1, 1956

insisted, saying Harmer would have to have the condemnation
from someone. I did not mind at all, for what you had told
me before was worth far more than the fee and saved me from
having an important fake in my collection, but I thought that
was rather funny for either Harry, or Harmer, or both of
them to say. I have no record of the charge here but I believe
it was $b and I am enclosing that amount in my check along
with what I owe you for two transparencies.

Things have certainly been happening since we exchanged
letters and I cannot imagine why the time flies so fast. I feel
very guilty about this neglect but one thing I wanted to tell

you was that I finally got the early California cover from
Washington. The October 1, 1851 cover with a strip of six

of Plate I early 1¢ stamps -- and it is a beautyl Just imagine,
that doctor in Washington beat me to the bid by $5 in 1927

and I have been chasing it ever since -- and finally got it.
That is the fun of the game, isn't it?

I have three files here full of correspondence which I have not
answered but it is rather late to start in on some of it now. I
am merely going to close this and enclose the cover to which

I referred - the stamp and a half 12¢ bisect from Sacramento.
I have another cover from Sacramento bearing just the bisect,
and have other cancellations from Sacramento at the same
period, but I am sure you have such also so you can make
comparisons. The mark is not uncommon, but this one seems
to be out of proportion and we all recognize the fact that the
thickness of the stamp usually produces a clearer impression
on the stamp than on the cover, but in this case it is extremely
dim, in fact there is scarcely any impression. I shall be
very eager to find out just what you think about it and what

you see in it that I am sure I cannot see. I remember your
saying that your strong lights, and lamps of different types
would definitely show a painting job -- and you always seem

to come up with the right answer on them even when they

look perfect through an ordinary glass.

By the way, the final closing price on the 90¢ cover made those
of us who were bidding $3, 000 or $4, 000 look perfectly silly,
did it not? I figure that the cover was about $2, 500 and your



MARCHANT CALCULATORS, ..
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report on it was about $8,000. How do you balance it off ?

No doubt the 2-1/2 12¢ to Europe reflected in a like manner.
The fellow who got it did get a dandy cover, didn't he?

I'll close now as it is very late and I hope time is found to
transcribe this letter early tomorrow so we can get it off

airmail to you.

With best wishes to you all%}\.

¥ /chrely yours
s

! b

Edga?"é. Jessup

_ President and
/C{b)f\ General Manager




Feb. 5, 1956Q

Mr, Idgar B, Jessup,
% MARCHANT
1475 Powell St,,
Oakland, Calif,

Dear Edgar:

I was wondering why I had not heard from you for so long a period,
but felt sure you were too busy to write,

Well, the Caspary second is past history and what a sale it was.
First let me give you several factss Mr. Rust never consulted me about the 90¢
1860 cover and I had no idea that he would go after it. In fact, I thought
Jack Dick would buy it though he too did not ask my advice, However, Bernard
sent the cover to me last fall for my opinion and write-up and I guess he
capitalized on the data I gave him, Perhaps the worst disappointed person was
Em Krug. He really wanted this cover and he thought $6,500 would get it for him.

Another point is this = I had no intimation of the lots you wanted
or the ones you bought, I did not know that FEzra had any bids from you, There
is no one I know who 1s as close-mouthed as Fzra, He never divulges anything to
me and to anyone else in my opinlon, Krug sat next to him at the sale and Em
never knew where a single lot that Ezra bought was going, Ezra may have his
faults but he never does any talking, He never tells me a thing nor gives me the
name of any client of his. You have my word of honor on this and the same goes
for Krug, He never tells Krug a thing.

Herewith I am returning the three covers that you enclosed, Here are
some comments:

12¢ Bisedt to Maine. I note you think§?) the use was July 1852,
I wonder? I have a suspicion the use was 1853, What do you think? This cover is
good as gold = genuine in every way.

12¢ Bisect cover to St, John = A rare cover - I authenticated it on
the back for you = no fee - note my comment on the 1¢ 1851, Everything about this

cover is OK,

12¢ Bisect cover - Caspary Lot 576. I made a very careful examination
of this cover and in my opinion it is genuine - a triple 6¢ rate to New York, I
carefully noted the points listed in your letter but I disagree = I believe the
Sae, City postmark is genuine, both on the stamps and on the cover. Faint gray-
black ink canceling a 12¢ 1851 is very apt to be as we s-e it on this pair. I be-
lieve it is possible that Caspary removed this pair and then replaced it and did
not get it back in its proper place, as he did resort to such "monkey-business" as
a number of covers in the sale are proof, As for example, the bisect strip of
three to England, I wonder why he did such things? Was it to see if the stamps
had defects? He was a v queer person - no doubt about that, Iwould bet a lot
of his "unused o.g." '#s are claned and regummed. Did he do this work or did
he have someone do it for him? I have my own guess on this point,

But back to Lot 576, In my opinion, the cover is genuine and I have
signed it on the back for you - no fee. I did not think it necessary to make a
photograph by ultra=violet but if you still have any doubt about it, then return it



#2e Mr, Edgar B, Jessup = Feb, 5, 1946,

to me and I wiil make such a photograph and charge you $5,00, This would be an
enlarged 5 x 7 of the pair alone, If this is queer in any way it would mean a

pair had been cleaned and put on this cover, because no one would use an unused
pair and of course this was not a full pair with a half of one stamp cut off,

Re = Waterhouse 24¢ 1869 cover, When the Harmer firm sell lots with
"extension" it means they will cancel a sale if convineing evidence is precented
to justify same, They are of the opinion such an item is genuine, therefore, it is
up to the buyer to prove they are wrongs It is up to the buyer to pay the expense
of an examination, Keffer was merely the broker in the transaction and surely it
is not up to the Broker to pay fees for examination of items he is commissioned to
buy. I beliebe you will appreciate the fairness of the above, It is the accepted
custom,

The Armitage cover, I do not know the facts re -= the W, L. Moody -
Colson row but there was a rumor that they had a dispute in the lobby of a
Galveston Hotel and that Moody knocked the mat down, I am convinced that the ef-
feminate Colsoh is "queer" and I can hardly imagine how anyone in that class eould
be honest or honorable, Why all the secrecy about that cover if he was sure it
is genuine? And what a crime for the P,F. to issue a certificate statihg it is
genuine, You are one of the Trustees of the P,F, and you owe 1t to Philately to
demand a full investigation and a repudication of the certificate that they issued
on this cover, You should not stand idly by and permit such a thing to happen with-
out the strongest kind of a protest, What does that bunch of NITWITS posing as
EXPERTS know about such a cover as this? It is a joke and such stuff makes an ab=-
solute mockery of serious philateliec research work, I disagree with you entirely,
It would be much better not to have any committee, than one composed of a bunch of
amateurs who have no knowledge of many subjects they attempt to pass upon, It is
crimingl to issue certificates stating that Zareski's fakes are genuine, You should
condemn such stuff in every way possible and you should enlist the help of other
mo_ig_ collectors who have large investments in thelr philatelic holdings. Here
is Colson, a regular louse, chasing around with a fake cover and armed with a P,F,
certificate stating it is genuine, Such a certificate has no more value than if it
was signed by a corner newsboy, And your valued friend Louise Dale signs such things.

Re = the Cas Sale -
t According to my memo it went to "B,S.," @ £520,00, This was
Bob Siegel. THe buys for the Bakers in Indianapolis and he is as close as two peas
in a pod to Jack Dicks I do not think the latter has much of an appreciation for
an item such as this, whereas the Bakers go strong for anything rare such as #407.
I am enclosing a photo print with my compliments of this cover and I can send you a
slide if you would like to have one, Compared to other prices in this sale, this

cover was a great bargé;l_.a.

Lot 226, Top row pair - Plate IV « It sold cheap. Congratulationse
A rare pair and as rare as a pair of Type IA,

Lot 230, Also a nice strip and cheap. Note the plating deseription -

"94-98 II" = I wonder which pane? dJust imagine "Horsetown, Calif," Where was
Fortgang and Neinken?

Lot e Congratulations on this, A double 10¢, I think the "Gadsen"
covers are wonderful,



#3. Mr, Fdgar B, Jessup = Feb, 5, 1956.

Lot 793+ If you have any doubt about this, I will be glad to take
& lOOk at itoo

Again §26. Not a paint jobs The fakers cannot paint in any such a
manner (Lo my knowledge).

I was delighted to learn that you eventually aequired the strip of
six Plate Cne Farly from the Washington Doctors Is he still alive or did he
die? I have even forgotten his name,

Thanks for your check for #8400,

With all good wishes =

As ever yours,
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Sntn;-day -
by Siiag

Mr, Edgar B, Jessup, e o R R
1475 Powell Stay
Sy Oak:}.am 3 Calif.

Dw Ed:"

Justalinetoqdvisethatlaninm

- of the 18¢ bisect Caspary cover and very carefully re-
moved the pair from the cover by wetting the paper from
,the back and avoiding any moisture on the front of the
: pa:lr I made a photo' by ult ra~violet before removal,
So far everything seems to be perfectly OK but : 4 ﬁave
not developed the plates. I wanted you to
" face of this pair will not get wét so as to fal
sligh‘best degree the postmark on the -tamps, I ’

climdtobelimthiapairmymehmoffbofmm :

- replaced as the sum seemed legs inclined to loosen up than
the genuine, harever, on this point I may be wrongs
. Your cover will be mailed to you. by slw negd.stcved mail

~on !lomiaw morning.
3 wﬁ'.h regards a0

. ls ever yoursy



Fﬁbo 19’ 19560

Mr, Edgar B, Jessup,
% MARCHANT
1475 Powell St.,,
Oakland, Calif.

Dear Fdgar:

Herewith your 18¢ cover, I have examined this as carefully as
possible a.n:l I am convinced it is genuine in every way., I believe that the
enlarged piiotos do not show any faking or monkeywbusiness, Of course, it
is prettable that the black ink of the Sac City was not intense black but
we both know that that office used a psle gray black, hence the ink of the
postmark on this cover is regular, I made three negatives by ultra=violet
as you will note, The one of the riece of cover shows the removal of the
pair and no sign of any removed marks underneath, The enlarged prints show
(in my opinion) that the portion of the postmark on the cover is genuine. I
studied each letter and these letters were handstamped, no question about that,
They are not painted or retouched, I studied the letters "CITI" very carefully
and while I thought I noted some peculiar points I am of the opinion everything
is regular, I made three negatives and of one I enclose two prints = one a
derk print, the other lighter, I aliso enclose three prints of the three covers,

Mildred and I plan to leave Tuesday for lNorfolk and we expect to
be gone ten days or possibly two weeks, In view of this, I dropped everything
to make this examination for you rather than delay it until our retuwrn, Too
bad we are unable to sit down aldsgbybaide and discuss this 18¢ cover but were
that possible I think we could see eye to eye on each point raised, Of course,
I noticed the "C" of Calif, but I think the lower part was due to the strike.
This cover cost you a lot of money but is there another 18¢ knmm" If soy, I have
no record of it,

Thanks for your check.
With best wishes =

As ever yours,



Fe‘b. :'13’ 1956.

Dr, W, Scott Folland,
Albert Bldg.,
San Rafaely Calif, i

Dear Doctor:
Yours of the €th received.

I must confess that I am not familiar with the correspondence you
mentioned, thot is, I do not recall and record of it, It 1s possible I have
scen covers from it but if so they failed to make any impression. I do not
recall that Edgar ever called my attention to such a correspondences

Re ~ the Caspery sale. IFdgar sent me the Sacramento biseet cover
and I mode a very careful examination of it but I could not find sufficient
- evidence to ¢ondemn it, I wrote Edgar at length regarding it and no doubt by
this time he has advised you, In my humble opinion Caspary did a lot of
"monkey-business" with items in his collection, He removed stamps from covers
and replaced them, and probably "monkeyed" with them while he had them off cover.
I know full well that some of his "unused o,g." 10¢ 1847 were pen-cleaned with
drug store mucilage. He was supposed to have been "very smart" and I am sure he
wagse I can hardly believe he would have bought mint forty-sevens unless he was
3 te sure they wee "mint," Some people don't like "pencancels" - and much
S prefer "unused o.g.," He could have been that way, He was not the great Cod in
V Wnion that some have pictured him,

Re - Lot 390 in the Slgal sale, I think this is quiteé an interesting
cover and that it was quite a bargain, If not too much trouble will you please
send it to me at my expense? I judge this was carried by W.F. messenger outside
of the mail Via Nicaragua with the 6¢ rate paid, Quite a cover, I thought there
were a lot of bargains in thils Slegel sales Cuite some contrast to the fantastiec
prices of the Caspary,

Again re = the Slegel cover, No, I have no record of it and I do not
know where all the material in the Siegel sale came from, Bob certainly digs up
some nice things, With auction competition so keen I wonder how he does it, :
Harmer Rooke's sales are not what they were formerly, The Siegel sale demonstrated
that there is a difference between items from a big name collection and one of no
name, Edgar's Sac City bisect would not have brought $400,00 had it been in the
Siegel sale, It is my opinion that all the publicity about the "big prices" is
very harmful to philately,

With every good wish =
Cord:l.n.lly yoursy
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MATTHEW. E. HAZELTINE, M.D.
W. SCOTT POLLAND, M.D.
HOWARD HAMMOND JR., M.D.
ARNOLD A. NUTTING, M.D.
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Feb. 20, 1956.

Dr. W, Scott Pllland,
Albert Bldg.’
San Rafael, Calif.

Dear Doctor:

Herewith the Wells Fargo cover to Hamburg, This is certainly
a most interesting study. I made a regular photo of it and also color
slides front and back, Here is some data regarding its passage that I
used in making the photos.

This cover may have sold in a Harmer Rooke sale yeaf's ago as
you state, but if so, I failed to make a record of it., What I have badly
needed for years past is a couple of philatelic record clerks to keep
track of all the items that I would like t6 have recorded, lMany items that
I did not think were of special interest years ago turned out to be very
rare, etc,

Re » Edgar's 18¢ Sae City bisect cover. I have just finished
making an exhaustive study of it and he will no doutt give you the details
and show you the photo prints, After a stamp,and especially a pair, has been
on a cover for many years, to remove it may result in minor shrinkage that
makes it impossible to replace in its original position. This is especially
true if the paper of the folded letter is very thin, I am positive there was
no paint work in comnection with this cover, Every bit of evidence proves
this point.

Thanks for the data re = the sale of the Philli{ collection,
Wes‘bing. Incidentally, Edgar never gives me any information like
hiso

With every good wish =

(39=7) &'
et
A95=27=32)

Cordially yours,
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Feb, 14, 19564

Mrss C, Dora Hanus,
RODI '#1.
. Bmick’ Pae

Dear Mrs, Hanus:

Yours of the 9th received and I am returning herewith
your 5¢ 1856 cover to Halifax and also the 5¢ 1867 with the blue sbar,
The 5¢ 1856 cover is OK - Thie was the rate by the Ocean Mail to
Halifax and was only to the border., The "5" was the Nova Scotia
postace due of 5 pence. 5y the land route the rate was 10¢ U,S, to
destination, I have signed the cover on the back for you.

!!}e;:e is EE fg.

Re «» the 5¢ 1867(7)s I do not like this star nor am I
favorably impressed with the grill, but the latter may be OK, I could
make a photograph by ultra-viclet to see if there was any evidence of
a removed cancelation, The fakers remove pen and other lightly struek
cancels and apply their counterfeits and in most cases a photo by
ultrasviolet will show up the faking, This blue ink appears to me to
be modern, not of the eighteen sixties, I believe it is an aniline
as it shows thru the paper on the reverse, If I made a ultra=-violet
exposure I would have to charge you 35,00 and it might be money thrown
away,

Personally I do not think much of expert opinions by the
Expert Committee of the N,Y. Philatelic Foundation, As far as 1%h
UsS, is concerned the majority of their opinions are pure puess-work
which means they are wrong more times than right, I think even less
of opinions by the A,F,S,

The crooks over in Europe spend a lifetime perfecting
their fraudulent work. They have all the tools of modern science to
asfist them, Removing a cancelation and adding a fake is mere child's
play. I have had a world of experience stwiying their work and their
methods, and I am quite sure it is risky business payins fancy prices
for off cover stamps with rare cancels. I would have to be
sure before I would pass & gemuine a copy such as this 5¢ grill(?).

No fee, but you can if you wish, refund the return postage.

Sometime this spring or summer Mrs. A and I would like for
Mr, H and you to pay us a visit, I believe you would enjoy browsing
arcound in my work shop.

With kindest regards « Cordially yours,
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Feb. 20, 1956,

Mr, Van Dyk MacBride,
7&1} Broad St. 3
i Nm‘k, N.Jo
Dear Mac:
‘Can you give me some information on the
following Val e cover? It has two (2) 10¢ 18,7 -
postmarked New York Feb 18 - stamps canceled by the
red square gridy and it is addressed to

" Miss Juliet Whaley - Lakeville
Livingston Cos; NeYe

LN A I am informed that with the enclosed val=
entine it weighs over one-hall ounce,

Is this unique?
Reg.rda.
Sincerely yours,
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Feh, 20, 1956,

ih‘. John D, PCPe, III,
818 Olive St.’
St. Louis 1, Mo

Dear Mr, Pope:

Just a line to acknowledge yours of the
17the :

Mrs, Achbrook and I plan to leave to=
morrow and I am trying to clean my desk,

I will keep your letter before me and
see if I can find any record of the valentine cover
you recently acquired, I do not recall = offhand =
such a cover. If I have any record of it I will
advise you later.

With best wishes =
Cordially yours,



@@M@gré@e

744 BROAD STREET

NEWARK 2, NEW JERSEY

. February 28th, 1956

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook
33 No. Fort Thomas Ave.,
Fort Thomas, Ky.

Dear Stan:

I've heard about that Valentine cover used with
the two 10¢ 1847 stamps, - but that is alll I don't know who
owns it or where it is, - and I certainly would like to knowtl

Yes, if it exists as reported, it is unique. The
only other known Valentine use of a 10¢ 1847 is the famous cover
which Mrs. Diamont owned and which was sold at a Barr & Company
auction sale a couple of years ago. Harry Reffer bought that
one at I think $1,550., with me bidding him up on it. I have
always understood it went to his prize customer Miss Katherine -
Matthies.

If you get any more information on this new one do
keep me advised. Also, if you ever see it/ please photograph it
and its enclosure and be sure 1 get prints.

My bestl!

Sincerely,

S
M

MacB/HK

P.S. Don't forget to send me a print of that 5¢ 1847 cover with
the Augusta, Ga.-Confederate cancel.



March 9’ 1956.

Mr., John D, Pope, III,
815 Olive fvt.,
St. Imlis l’ &Q

Dear Mr, Pope:

Fe = yours of the 17th regarding your valentine
cover with the two 10¢ 1847, 1 searched my records but
the only valentine cover of which I had any record was the
Mrs. Diamint cover with a single and long regarded as
unique, I wrote my friend MacBride and he assured me that
while he had heard that a valentine cover did exist with
two 10¢ 1847, that he had never seen it and had no idea who
owned such an item if it actually existed, He further
steted that if such a cover existed it was undoubtedly unigue.
He stated that if I had any reeord of it he would like very
much to have a photograph, I am sure I would alsc iike to
have a photograph, Would it be too much of an imposition to
recuest you to send it to me so that I could photograph it?

With every good wish =
Cordially yoursy



- gl

March 22’ 1956.

Mr. John Dg POI"S, III,

418 Olive Ot,,
St. Louis 1, Mo.

Dear Mr, Pope:

Here is a photo rrint of a valentine cover

" that belonged to MacBride some years ago, I
~ thought perhaps you would like to have it for

future reference, It is my recollection that the
valentine was enclosed, A valentine cover with a
R.Rs must be most uwmusunal,

Sincerely yours,



March 23, 19560

Mre John Ds Pope, II1I,
818 Olive Stn,
Ste Louis 1, Mo.

Dear Mr. Fope:

Our letters crossed, Thanks very much for
the photo prints of your unique valentine cover
and enclosure, You have my word that I will not
show this print to anyone, It was indeed kind of
you to give me such a complete description, I do
hope that you will give the AP, an article on 18,7
valentines and illustrate this beautiful cover.

With best wishes -
Cordially yours,



UNDER AUTHORITY OF
ROBERT E. HANNEGAN, POSTMASTER GENERAL

TC

oFr

PRIVATE SALES

PUBLIC AUCTION SALES A~ g £ HOLLYWOOD 9-5032
APPRAISALS m

A& ‘ WILSHIRE STAMP COMPANY

Postage Stamps For Collectors NEW ADDRESS

WILSHIRE STAMP
COMPANY
409 No. Larchmonit Blvd. 1A
LOS ANGELES 4, CALIFORNIA

MARCH 6, 1956

MRe STANLEY B. ASHBROOK
33 Ne FTe THOMAS AVENUE
FT. THOMAS, KY.

DEAR SIR:

ENCLOSED HEREWITH PLEASE FIND FOUR COPIES OF THE
1857-61 lc. BLUE, AND TWO COPIES OF 3C PINK ON TWO COVERS
(oNE PATRIOTIC); ALSO A IOC GREEN ON COVER.

WE WOULD APPRECIATE YOUR EXPERTISING THE lC BLUES
AS FOR TYPES, MARKING UNDER EACH STAMP WHICH TYPE IT 1S3}
WE WOULD ALSO LIKE YOUR OPINION ABOUT THE 3C ON COVERS, IF
THEY ARE #64 PINKe. |0C GREEN FOR TYPE, AND IF POSSIBLE TO
IDENTIFY THE TYPE OF THE RED CANCEL. ON THE COVERe

o fer

WE WiLL REMIT/ IMMEDIATELY UPON THE RECEIPT OF

YOUR INVOICEe THANK YOU.
/)

VERY TRULY YOMRS,

' AM@ co Mm
&y

WILSHTI

By AW

BG:ne
ENCLS: STAMPS TO BE EXPERTISED.



Mareh 10, 1956,

Wilshire Stamp Company,
4,09-11 No. Larchmont Blvd.,
Los Angeles L, Calif,

Gentlemens:

Herewith I am returning the items contained in yours of
the 6th, @s follows:

1¢ 1857 - pair and two singles, Types noted on card, as
follows:

i Single - Type IV
n " v

; Pair LI
3§ 1861 cover. Patriotic soldier's letter, The stamp is not the
P » but the

3¢ 1861 cover with the Blood Local to Pittsburgh, Pa, The stamp
is not the Pink, but the Rose. ;

on Ladies Fnvelope, The stamp is the impere
forate Type + The cover is addressed to Oakville -~ Canada
(West)., The red marking is not a postmark but rather the U,Se-
Canadian transit marking and reads, "U.STATES." The origin is
in manuseript and reads, "CLARENDON Sep 8" (1856)e Fresunably
New York State.

My fee for the above examination is 53400,

Sincerely yours,



H. SCHUYLER COLE
4700 wiLLow HILLS LANE
CINCINNATI 27, OHIO

March 6, 1956

REGISTERED MAIL

My, Stanley Ashbrook
33 North Ft, Thomas Avenue
Ft, Thomas, Xentucky

Dear Mr, Ashbrook:

Attached herewith is a strip of three of the 1¢ 1851's
which I spoke to you about over the telephone today,

I assume that these are probably not Plate III, but I
did notice evidence of surface plate cracks, which is
one of the characteristice of thie Plate, If these
should, fortunately, turn out to be Plate III, I would
apprecizie having you sign them, If not, for my own
information, I would like to know what Plate they are,

If you will kindly return these to my above address,
with your bill, I would appreciate it very much,

Yours very sincerely,

—

H, S, Cole

att,

GRS a Vi g T
e YR G B
ME’M,M&'

o
i

-
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March 8, 1956,

W. H. 8a COJ.Q’
4700 Willow Hills Lane,
Cineinnati 27, Chio,

Dear Mr. Cole:

Herewith the One Cent 1851 H,S. of three as per
yours of the 6th., I regret to inform you that this strip is
not from Plate 3 but rather a "B" relief from Plate One Early,
This is the typical pale blue of the majority of prints from
that plste and I judge this strip, from the shade and sharp im-
pression, was probably printed along about August or Ceptember
of 1851, What you may have thought might be some surface
cracks are doubtless fine pl:te scratches on the highly podiihed
surface of that plate,

"~ Aside from the small tear in the right hand stamp, I
consider this guite a nice item because strips from this plate
with full margins are far from commons

There is no fee for the above,

Sincerely yours,



STANLEY B. ASHBROOK
P. O. BOX 31
33 NORTH FT. THOMAS AVENUE
FORT THOMAS, KY.

Feb., 178h, 1956.

Dr. Clarence W. Hennan,

7602 Paxton Ave.,
Chicago 49, Il11l.

Dear Doc:

I am wondering if you saw an article

by R. Salles of Paris that was read before a French
Philatelic Society last May (1955)., It was en-
titled, "The British Marks of Exchange with France,'
This had to do with the familiar “G,B, 1F-60c," the
WART 12% WART 13" and a lot of others which he
illustrated and described, I have a translation in
English which I will be pleased to loan you in case
you did not see it,

What about Chas, Jewell of London? Is
he still alive and do you hear from him?

How are you?

With every good wish -







CLARENCE HENNAN, M. D. Us Meostace 3¢
7602 Paxton Avenue > \co2ves
Chicago 49, Illinois
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Dr. Clarence W. Hennan
Dies
N February 28, 1956, Dr. Clarence W.
Hennan, surgeon and stamp expert,
passed away at Michael Rees Hospital in
Chicago, at the age of 61, following a
long illness. He was a 1917 graduate of
the Chicago College of Medicine and
Surgery, and was on the staff of the
Jackson Park Hospital.

One of philately’s great leaders, and a
veteran collector, he will be much missed.
He began collecting stamps about 1903,
and soon turned to stamps related to
Christopher Columbus. His Latin Ameri-
can collections, for which he had re-
ceived many high awards in national and
international exhibitions, grew out of
this early interest. His particular fields
were the stamps of Haiti, on which he
had written a series of articles for the
American Philatelist, and which will soon
be published in book form; the Quetzel
issues of Guatemala; and the classic is-
sues of Costa Rica, Honduras, Domini-
can Republic, and Salvador, a group
which he recently showed in NORWEX
(Oslo, Norway, 1955), where he won
the Grand Ajward in the Court of Honor,
as well as in STOCKHOLMIA 55
(Stockholm, Sweden, 1955), where it
was exhibited Hors Concours. Dr. Hen-
nan had also entered these collections in
the forthcoming FIPEX. His Brazil
collection of the Dom Pedro issues was
particularly famous, and he had formed
several other noted collections, including
one of the early Netherlands, which has
been described as the largest in the world.
His home city of Chicago was represent-
ed in his collections with Chicago Locals
and Cancellations.

In addition to the 4. P. arucies, al-
ready mentioned, Dr. Hennan had writ-

ten many others for the philatelic press.
He was a member of a number of phi-
latelic organizations, with numerous hon-
orary memberships. He had been a mem-
ber of the Collectors Club of New York
since 1925, and in 1953 was awarded the
Alfred F. Lichtenstein Memorial Award
by the unanimous vote of the Board of
Governors of that organization. He was
a Fellow of the Royal Philatelic Society,
London; a past president of the A.P.S.;
a founder member and president of the
Chicago Collectors Club; a member and
past president of the Chicago Philatelic
Society, and a member of the S.P.A.
He was also a member of the Chicago
Historical Society, and past president of
the Chicago Society of Industrial Medi-
cine and Surgery.

Dr. Hennan had been a judge at many
philatelic exhibitions in the U, S. and
other countries, and otherwise had been
active in the promotion of the hobby.

He had been ailing since April 1953,
when he entered the hospital with a
severe case of virus pneumonia, followed
by complications, from which he had not
recovered when a growth was discovered
that proved to be cancer, and it was this
which eventually brought death. Thus
philately has lost another of her “greats.”

Dr. Hennan is survived by his widow,
Kathleen; and a son, “Bille,” who is also
a doctor; and a grandchild, Judith Ann.
Burfal from Corcoran’s Funeral Home
in Chicago took place Saturday, March
3rd, at Oak Woods.

UN Announces Last Day
Sale of Certain Issues
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1956 U. S. Issues

Jan. 10—Staunton, Va.—7c Woodrow
Wilson. (New Ordinary Series.)

Jan. |7—Philadelphia, Pa.—3c Benjamin
Franklin 250th Anniversary.

Feb. 22—M#+. Vernon, Ya.—Il/c Mount
Vernon. (New Ordinary Series).

Mar. 19—Paterson, N. J.—$5 Alexander
Hamilton. (New Ordinary Series).
April 5—Booker Washington Birthplace,

Va.—3c B. T. Washington Centennial.
April 28—New York, N. Y.—Ilc FIPEX
Souvenir Sheet
April 30—New York, N. Y.—3c FIPEX
May 2—New York, N. Y———bc FIPEX Air
Mail Envelope
May 4—New York, N. Y.—2c¢ FIPEX
Postal Card
The following stamps in the REGULAR
SERIES will be issued, but .date and
place of sale have not been announced:

9c The Alamo
10c Independence Hall
20c Monticello

* ok *

The following Commemoratives have

been scheduled, but date and place of

sale have not been announced:

3¢ Labor Day

3c 200th Anniversary of Nassau Hall
(Princeton University)

3¢ Booker T. Washington Centennial

3¢ Wildlife Conservation (three stamps)
Pure Food & Drug Act 50th Anniversary

1956 U. N. ISSUES
Feb. 17—3c and 8c LT.U.
Apr. 6—3c and 8¢ W.H.O.
Oct. 24—3c and 8c U.N. Day
Dec. 9—3c and 8¢ Human Rights Day

All Special Offers in Mint Condition

UNITED NATIONS, #12, full sheet......... $12.00

AUSTRIA: B11/29 @ 95¢, B30/49 @ 95c, Ba(l 56 @
$1.90, B57/65 @ $2.10, B66/70 @ $ 1/76 @
65¢, B77/80 @ $1.40, B81/86 @ $2 Bfn 98 @
$4.20, B132/137 @ 53 75, C1/3 @ 51.30 C4/11 @
$1.20, C12/31 @ $7.25, B138/141 @ $3.85.

Other earlier and later issues of this country gladly

sent on approval or prices quoted.

ROTARIES—SYRIA, imperf. color changes—4 values
mmplr‘te @ $4.25; sheets, color changes, 6 values @
$14.75; together 10 @ 313 50.

Now Listed for the First Time in Scott’s 1956 Cat.

SPAIN: 7LC2/3 @ $2.00, 7TLC4 @ 90c, TLE5 @ $1.30,
1L1/1L12 @ $2.00, 141,13/28, 14LE1 @ $5.00.

FREE DETAILS ON OUR NEW ISSUE SERVICE

—the OLDEST ESTABLISHED IN AMERICA—

ANY COUNTRIES ACCEPTABLE.

Ji

ECONOMIST STAMP
299 Madison Ave. (41 St.) N, Y. 17, N. Y.

NEW ISSUE SERVICE

the Green Room

. liams-Proctor Institute. 312 Genesee

of Munson-Wil-

SILVER JUBILEES

— BT — b =

Australia....... ....$2.00 | Great Britain.... .. .%

Barbados.. ... .. 1.90 | Hong Kong.

Basutoland . . ... .. .75 | Mauritius. . .. ..

Bechuanaland. .. . 75 | Montserrat . .

British Guiana...... 1.40 | Nauru......

British Solomon 2.25 | Newfeundland . . :

Caymans. ... .. 1.20 | New Zealand . . 1.2

Falkland. . ... 1.20 | New Guinea

Gold Coast. . .. 2.50 | Nigeria {2

Gilbert & Ellice 4.50 | Niue. .. - I
SILVER WEDDINGS

Great Britain. $3.00 | Nigeria....... $

Morocco Agencies . 2.00 | North Borneo

Ba'irain. ... .. 4.50 | Nort. Riodesia

British Honduras 7.50 | Nyasaland

British Solomon 1.20 | St. Vincent

Dominica. , ... 9 50 | Sarawak

Falkland. . .. 12.50 | ‘ | Seyc.elles

711 1.00 | Somaliland o

Grenada. . . . 2_00 Sierra Lecne B4

Hong Kong 1 Singa ‘ore. O

Mauritius . . 3 40 | Trinidad-Tobago 5.

MINT BRITIS]

.20
.75

ice—all stamps on approval.
necessary.

Send stamped envelope for free price list of
British Empire. For new issues try our serv-
References |

HERRICK ST

AT WHEDDICK DRIVE

Service charge of 25¢ f

Phono (CEdar
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Form 3817
Rev. 8-53

Post Office Depa

Received from: ;
TANLEY B. ASHBROOK C

P. O. BOX SI
33 NORTH FT. THOMAS AVENUR
__________________ FORT._THOMAS, KY

One piece of ordinary mail addressed

o My Evnest [ Owen s

eqe Pavls  Geo

ol Bostwicls Deive..

‘ _0
CHIS RECEI}T, WHICH MAY BE USED FOR DOMESTIC AND INTERNATIONAL MAIL,
DOES NOT PROVIDE FOR INDEMNIFICATION
GPO 16—69310-1 POSTMASTER.



March 3, 1956.

Mr. Ernest C, Cwens,
502 Bostwick Drive,
College Park, Ca,

Dear lir, Owens:

: Herewith your 1¢ 1851 as per yours of the
25the I have been away from home for two weeks and found
your letter on my return yesterday.

Your stamp has had the top margin added and
the whole top part of the design is hand painted. This
stamp is from Plate 2 and was a relief "B," If you have
my One Cent book you can refer to an illustration of the
Platé 2 -« "B" relief, [ut the stamp in carbon tetrochloride
and you will note the added part at top, Whether this is
an unused copy or & cleaned copy I am not prepared to state,
To be sure one way or the other would require a photograph
by ultra=violet ray and for such I charge $5,00, I de not
think your stamp would be worth this expense, May I add
this eorment? I think it is a great mistake to enclose

stamps in any covering. The old ink and paper require air.
My fee for the above is 2,50,

Sincerely yoursy

‘. .a‘ .»I- h.,. *

PAID

s

PAID

MAR - -8 1956
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N? 511361

RECEIPT FOR CERTI L—15¢

SENT TO

EZRA D. CO

NYACK—
N- Yt &

STREET AND NO.

CITY AND STATE

If you want a 7¢ shows 31¢ shows to whom,

return receipt, to whom

check which and when
delivered

where delivered

ﬁ/ ]
‘(03

when, and address :

POSTMARK
OR DATE

POD Form 3800
Apr. 1955



Stick postage stamps to your letter to pay:
15-cent certified mail fee
First-class or airmail postage
Either return receipt fee (optional)
Special-delivery fee (optional)

. If you want this receipt postmarked, stick the gummed stub

on the address side of the letter, leaving the receipt attached,
and present the letter to a postal employee.

If you do not want this receipt postmarked, stick the
gummed stub on the address side of the letter, detach and
retain the receipt, and mail the letter.

. If you want a return receipt, write the certified-mail number
‘and your name and address on a ©

n receipt card and at-

tach it to the back of the letter.

. Save this receipt and present it i e inquiry.

* U. S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING O



Varch L, 1956.

Mr, Ezra D, Cole,
Nyack, NeY.

Dear Ez:

Just back {rom Norfolk with a mountain
of mail - Here are the two covers as per yours of the
20th of Febe

Did you note the "Way" is signed,
"Corning & Cos" - and glass was mentioned? What is

the manuscript town? lay 137 was 121¢ postage plus
1¢ Way Fee due.

The July 1, 1845 cover is nice = I made
a phote, 1 believe the correction from "5" to "10M
was made Geneva li,Y, rather than HeY.Citye This is
odd for a receiving office to correct a rate, Is
Geneva over 300 miles from N,Y.City?

Regardse

Yours et.cq




ESTABLISHED 1866

TELEPHONE ATLANTIC 6191

w5

22-26 SECOND STREET So.
: ; = MINNEAPOLIS 1, MINN.

TRADE MARK

February 27, 1956

Stanley B. Ashbrook

< 33 No. Ft. Thomas Ave.
L0 BoxsE

i Ft. Thomas, Kentucky

Dear Stan:

As soon as the colored slide of the Caspary cover has
been taken, please forward it to

H.R. Harmer, Inc.
6 West 48th Street
New York 36, New York

immediately. They intend to send it to their overseas client on
arrival, and I don't want to lose the sale.

Yours truly,

X H W HILL :s



HENRY W. HILL
HILLSWOOD, ROUTE 3
WAYZATA,MINNESOTA

Stanley B. Ashbrook
P.0.Box 31

33 No. Ft. Thomas Ave
Ft. Thomas, Ky

Dear Stan;

Here is the 4,300.00 cover I have written you abotit
and taken a lot of kidding over,

Just the same if I can come out clean with a small
profit I will buy any thing angt time. Flease take a color photo of it and
return it as soon as possible,

If the sale is consumated, I shall take the proceeds
and fly to Brussels to attend the Consul Klep Sale. I have everything in
readyness, passport and all except smallpox shots and they will be easy to
get before I leave. I am trying to convince Paul Rohloff to go with me.
lle has never been abroad and this would be good indoctrination for him
to keep me company. I will be in Chicago the week of the 28th and will

return home March 3.
My first 200 books are to be delivered to me

tomorrow and as soon as I get them numbered I will send you one for your
library. I like the looks of them. I know there will be some unfavorable
comments from many quarters. However 1 have done my best, and with the work
involved I doubt if I shall try again. I would appreciate any comments from

you about it.
Here is another 100,00 bill. Put it to what use you

want and dont try to return it.
Very Sincerely

Vi ar
r/m/



VIA Rik MAIL
REGISTERED - siner - somen

- B P.0.Box 31
8205

33 No. Ft. Thomas Ave

) . in .
Kezistered Fort Thomas,

ETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED Ky



H EIN'RY WIS H DI
HILLSWOOD, ROUTE 3
WAYZATA,MINNESOTA




March 3, 1956.

]
H, R, Harmer, Inc.,
! 6 Vest L8th St.,
Hew Iork 36‘ NQY.

i
ittention: Mr, Fred T, Buck

Dear Mr, Buck:

At the request of lr, Henry W, Hill of

Minneapolis, I am enclosing the 5¢ 1856 cover which
he pﬁt(n'cmsed in the January Caspary scle, seme being

Lot J455.

With my kindest regards,

Cordially yours,



March 3, 1956,

Mr, Herry W, Hill,
20-26 - 2!'!1 Sto’ South,
Minneapolis, Minn,

Dear Henrys

Upon our return yesterday from our trip to Norfolk occupying two
weeksy I found yours of the 26th and 27th, which accounts for this tardy
acknowledgement, I am indeed sorry because of the delay and do trust it will
not cause you any inconveniences

I made color slides of the 5¢ 1856 cover and also regular in black
and white, I will try and send a color slide as requested to Harmer as soon
as possible but I fear there will be a delay in the processing of two to three
weeks, The Eastman Co. are not permitted by Court action to process direct from
consumer so I have to send my color films to the Cincinnati Store and they have
the processing done, and I seldom get my slides back in less time than three
weeks, Later on I am going to do my own processing and then there will be very
little delay - however, such work requires about two hours per roll of 36,

Henry, this certainly is a wonderful cover and I am sorry you did
not purchase the preceding lot which went to Cole. The two were to the same
address and dated within a few days. They would have made a wonderful pair - a
single and a double rate, I suppose you noticed that both of your pairs are from
the bottom row, so I assume they were originally a block of four. I will see if
this is true when I make prints and cut them up, I will make enlarged black and
white of the pairs,

I note you may go over to the Klep sale, I think yofl would bé wise
to do so as he had some nice things and there will surely be some bargains, (I
hope). He took my Service up to the time of his death and I sold him covers from
the Brooks and Krug collections. I hope you can persuade Paul to go with you,
Incidentally, his son lives in this country and I had a letter from him last month,

Henry, your book was here on my return. So far I have only had time
to glance thru it but it is a fine plece of work and I sincerely congratulate you,
Just as soon as I can get a bit caught up I will go thru it carefully., Thanks very
much for the copy and also a million thanks for the hundred, It will come in
mighty handy after all the expense of our vacation,

Later ==At this point I talked to you on the phone and as requested I will forwarde
the cover to Buek, care H,R,Harmer first thing Monday morning.

Please keep me advised re - anything you hear about Jack Dick,

With every good wish -
. Cordially yours,



March 10, 19560

Mr. Henry W, Hill,
20.26 - 2nd St., 'Smﬁ«h,
Minneapolis, Minn,

Dear Henry:

I enclose two prints herewith, I regret
that these do not show the full margins of the
pairs, This, because of the white against white
envelope = not enough contrast. Note my memos on
the phote of the cover giving measurcments of bottom
marginse '

I had a letter from Buck stating that the
cover had been received,

So far I have not received a catalogue of
the Klep sale,

With best wishes =
‘ Cordially yours,



e H-R-HARMER, Inc.

PLAazA 7-4460

e INTERNATIONAL STAMP AUCTIONEERS HARME RS ALEZNENEVORI

APPRAISALS FOR SALE, 6 WEST 48TH STREET LEADING AUCTIONEERS oF

PROBATE & INSURANCE RARE POSTAGE STAMPS
= NEW YORK 36, N.Y.

DIRECTORS 5
H. R.HARMER B.D. HARMER
i T os R il e L ALSO AT 41 NEW BOND STREET, LONDON, W. I.

AND 2b CASTLEREAGH STREET, SYDNEY, AUSTRALIA
ESTABLISHED OVER 50 YEARS

AUCTIONEERS OF THE
PRESIDENT ROOSEVELT"COLLECTION

7th March, 1956

Mr.Stanley B.Ashbrook

P. 0.Box 31

33 North Fort Thomas Avenue
Fort Thomas, Kentucky

Dear Mr.,Ashbrook:

Very many thanks for sending on to us at the request of Mr.Henry
W. Hill Lot 455 of the second Caspary auction - the 5c¢ 1856 cover,

With best wishes.

Sincerely yuours,

H, R, HARMER, INC. /
77 o ////
/%é///’ %4

Director

MHM /mm

ALL STAMPS ON OUR PREMISES INSURED AGAINST ALL RISKS =+ =+ =+« +« +« EMPLOYEES BONDED



WESTERN COVER SOCIETY
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N
Ew YORK, N.Y., MAY 17-25, 1947

F Bbc 20’ 19560

My, M, C, Nathan,
President, Western Cover Society,
15 Manderly Road,
San Rafael, Calif,

Dear Mr, Nathant _
Your letter of the 5th was a most pleasant surprise

and I can assure you that I feel highly honored and indeed
st grateful, My thanks to the members of your Board, to
jou personally and to the membership in conferrj:;g an

" Honorary Life Membership in the Society upon mes
Sincerely yours,
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united states stamps- covers - departments - r - ies- ions - philatelic lit isals - departments - covers - united states stamps

February 17, 1956

Stanley B, Ashbrook, Esq.
33 Nort Ft. Thomas Avenue
Fort Thomas

Kentucky

Dear Stan:

Enclosed is a mint copy of No. 64, which was lot 37,

in my February sale. Fzra and I, as well as some other
people are confident it is okay. It would be with
great reluctance if I had to send this stamp to the
Foundation, since you know quite well what they do with
colors., I am quite sure my customer will accept your
okay.

Please send me your bill, for whatever charges may
arise, Kindest regards.

Sincerely,

SYLVESTER COLBY, INC.

By
SC:lr

Enclosure
Registered

P. S. Just before sealling your letter, received an
inquiry with reference/to certain lotg in our last sale.
The customer has returned it to me, asking for an opinion
as © wheather I considered it "untampered." It seems he
feels that the slug seems to be a number which some one
endeavored to remove. Since I was sending the pink to

you, I thought I would include this for your(igéfiif:-



= .-

6
2%

March B, 1956,

lir, Sylvester Colby,
505 Fifth Ave,,
New York 17, NeY.

Dear Sy:

I have been away from home for two weeks on a little vaeation
and found yours of the 20Bh of February on my return yesterday, I
note it was mailed the day we departed, -

Re — the 3¢ 1861 - No question but what this is the PINK and a

very fine example for a mint copy -~ and I do believe it is unused o.g.

We very seldom see an unused o.g. PINK in as good a color as this copy.
I examined each perf under my binocular and I do not think my eyes
fooled me in any particular, Too bad it has a slight crease,

Re = the 1¢ 1857 - This is a Type II from Plate 12 « early ime
pression showing the ink film ~ "grainy" plates There is no question
but what there has been some "monkey-business" - an attempt to clean or
else a cleaned copy with added postmark - I doubt the latter -« I did not
make a thorough investigation as the stamp is not worth the time and
expense, I could make a photo by ultrae=-vioiet to definitely determine
but this would cost you 55,00 and it is not worth the fee,

I am only charging you 2,50 plus r-turn postage on the above -

total $2,96.

With best wishes -

Cordially yours,



A s

united states

¥

INCORPORATED

IOSFIFTH AVENUE -NEW YORK 17

sylvester co/éy

- covers-dep -t - auctions - philatelic | e - appraisals - depar -covers - united states stamps

March 7, 1956

Stanley B. Ashbrook, Esq,
Py 0: Box 31

33 North Ft. Thomas Avenue
Fort Thomas

Kentucky

Dear Stan:

Thank's very much for taking care of the two items for

me, My check in the amount of $2,96, is enclosed.

My aastomer is desireous of securing the beautiful
description authenticating the 3¢ pink put in a letter.
Would it not be possible for your to photograpﬁxthe
stamp and attaFh it to a letter using just your second
paragraph. Naturally, I will pay any additional charges.

Hope you had a nice vacation.
Best regards,

SYLVESTER COLBY, INC.

¥

SC:1r

B codd you P m{;-& ot T 2u.eleved)



March 5' 1956.

Mr. Sylvester Colby,
505 Fifth Ave.,
New York 17, N,Y.

Dear Mr, Colby:

Herewith the 3¢ 1861 &s per
yours of recent date, I am pleased
to inform you that this copy, illus-
tration of which is attached hereto,
is unguestionably a very fine example
of the PINK in unused 0.8, condition.
I made a very careful examination of
this particular copy. I believe that
we very seldom find an unused copy in
ag fine a tint of this stamp.

Sinecerely yours,



m 12’ 1956.

505 Fifth Ave., 4

e New York 17, N.Y.
Dear Sys ‘ ‘

Yours of the 7th received with check for

$2.96 as per mine of recent date, I will see if

I can make a good photograph of what you wish and

report later, The half-tone proof of the stamp lis

very faint and it is a question whether I can bring

out enough in a photograph of it to be adapable for

Sincerely yours,



INCORPORATED

FIFTH AVENUE -NEW YORK 17

symvesfer co/é 7

united states - covers-dep ts - - ies - auctions - philatelic li e - isals - departments - covers - united states stamps

PP P

March 14, 1956

Stanley B. Ashbrook, Esq.
P. 0, Bex 31

33 North Ft. Thomas Avenue
Fort Thomas

Kentucky

Dear Stan:

We did not want you to photograph the cut we sent you, but
use the cut in place of a photograph. If this cannot be
done, we will submit the stamp so that it can be done in
the regular manner,

Best regards,

SYLVESTER COLBY, INC.

By
SC:lr
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March L4, 1956,

Mr, Iymerson C., Krug, :
| 3002 - 1°th Ave,, South,
Biminghan, Ala,

Dear Emt

We drove in from Lexington ssturday A.lM, before the P,0, closed
and I found a bundle of mail waiting for me., Your registered came
at noon. We had a fine trip - nice we:ther = no trouble and a fine
four days visit with Stan Jr, Dorsey and you will have to see the
marvelous pictures he took - simply beautiful - Greece -~ the Holy Land,
etc, ,

Here iz your 10¢ '47 cover, I examined it very carefully and
it is okay - a former Sampson cover - Costales and Fox bought the Sampson
collection in 1948 as you will recall, The 10¢ paid the postage to
‘Boston = It had to be prepaid = This was not a stampless as the latter
would have had a marking of PAID, This is unquestionably gemuine - 10¢
to Boston = over 300 miles = I even checked the dates = I made a slide
for you = signed the cover on the back and added a special signed memo.
You obtained this very cheap, 6Guite a nice cover,

Iwill carefu]ly note your letter with the Fox prices later,
With regards -

Yours etc,,
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Re Fuirn
Fostaye

March 3;. 19560

Mrs, C. Dora J, Henus,
: ReDe #14
Berwick, Pa.

Dear Mre, Hanus:

AUpon our return yesterday from Norfolk I found yours
of the 23rd of Feb,, which accounts for thia tardy acknovledge-
“ment, Ve left homo on the 21st,

. 7 Regn'ding the two stamps that you anclosed and which
; both are returned horadth.

Stamp marked 0 5¢ 1861 - First Design, I suggest
that you send this to the pert Comittee of the Philatelie
‘Foundation and obtain from them a certificate. They will subject
the copy to a very thorough examination and they are capable of
passing on a copy such as this, Later I would like to have you
‘advise me reparding their opinion and I will then let you know ifr
- I agree with same, This copy has a closed tear at bottom, I be-

: l:.law the best way to obtain a better aopy is to wateh the auction
. sales,

) #28. Your eopy is thOHm or Indian Red, I
consider this copy an excellent example of the real color, This

~ shade does vary quite a bit as some coples are very neer the red
brown, others are much deeper and richer, Yours of course is much
di!fercnt than the average red brown,

/_..——- There is no fee for the above but you can reimburse me
for the return postage. '

My kindest reggrda.
Cordially yours,
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Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook

P. 0. Box 31

33 North Ft. Thomas Avenue
Fort Thomas

Kentucky

Woodrow Westholm, 1605 Thompson Ave., Des Moines, Lowa



HORACE S. POOLE, PRESIDENT CHARLES |. ALTMAN, VICE-PRESIDENT WOODROW W. WESTHDOLM, SECY-TREAS.
1475 MONTROSE TERRALE 2936 RUTLAND AVENUE 1605 THOMPSON AVENUE

DUBUQUE, 1OWA

DES MOINES, IOWA DES MOINES, IDWA

AFFILIATED WITH FEDERATION OF lowaA STAMP CLUBS

Des Moines, Iowa
February 29, 1956

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook

P. 0. Box 31

33 North Ft. Thomas Avenue
Fort Thomas, Kentucky

Dear Mr. Ashbrook:

Thank you for your consideration in the matter of the use of your
drawing, incorporated in our insignia. Again, I assure you there was no
intention to plagerize. We would have regretted, very much, the necessity
for changing our emblem as it has been so well received and has established
IPHS in the minds of those whom we serve.

As I stated in the bulletin in which we announced your membership, we
are indeed gratified by the association of your name with our organization.
However, we hope that you shall find it possible to lend even more value to
that association by the submission of articles or information pertinent to
our interests.

My present plans are to attend a portion of the A.S.D.A. show in
Chicago this weekend. I expect to enjoy a renewal of friendships there as
there are many collectors with whom I have not the opportunity to visit ex-
cept at such meetings. Among those whom I might expect to find there are
my friends Horace Poole, Henry Hill, Roland Hustis of Milwaukee, Milt Heit-
man of Marengo, Iowa and Paul Rohloff,

I am pleased to receive your letter of appreciation for the booklet
sent you by the Council Bluffs Savings Bank. Our member, Arthur J. Rogers, 4
worked closely with the bank in preparation for their centennial, and was
instrumental in promoting a cacheted cover for the occasion. The bank was
very considerate in sending this expensively prepared booklet to all IPHS
members.
Yours very truly,

/-

(24

Woodrow Westk ;f? Secretary
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 Mr. Woodrow Westholm,
1605 Thorpson Ave.,
_ Des lMoines, Iowa,
Dear Mr, Westholms e

‘ - Upon my return yesta-dav from a little
| vacation of two weeks I found yours of recent date,
vhich accounts for this terdy acknowledgement.,

3 Your letter will have my om-eful atten—
tion in the very ncar future,
With best wishes - ;

M s ¥ el
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BNAPS.
Jurk £. Muolesmorth
Philalelic Declsr and Brokes

102 Beacon Street
Boston 16, Massachusetts

March 13, 1956

Mr, Stanley B, Ashbrook
33 North Ft Thomas
Fort Thomas, Ky.

Dear Stan,

Enclosed is an item which has just been turned down by the
P.F. but which I am positive myself is the true pink, #64. It would
appear to me that they are perpetuating the mistake which they madee
on the Waterhouse Pink blaécks.

I would therefore greatly appreciate your opinion on this
stamp either agreeing with the P,F or refuting their opinion and
agreeing with mine that it is the true pink,

Please advise your fee in repling and I shall remit
promptly as usual., Incidentally this item was turned down along
with five others at the last meeting and in every single case, in
my judgment, the P.,F. was dead wrong. It would appear that the loss
of Caspary's counsel and also more recently that of Usticke who has
moved to the Virgin islands has left them with no well qualified U,S,
expert, either on the board or as a member of the ASDA dealer's
advisory committee which I understand has been consulted on practically
every items submitted since its establishment over a year ago.

With best regards,

E. Moleswomth
JEi/p
encl



March 15, 1956.

?Mr. Jack E, Molesworth,
102 Beacon Street,
Boston 16, Mass,

Dear Jack:

Herewith the 3¢ 186] umised o.g. copy as per yours of the 13th,
I am pleased to inform you that this is quite a fine example of
the stamp listed in the S.U,S. as /64 = unused P and I doubt
if the #64 exists today in unused o.g. condition in any finer
example of the color. This copy shows the paper a bit yellowed
with age and in my opinion, this does effect to somewhat the
tint. In other words, if the paper was white the tint would be
a bit better, however, this is PINK and it is not a near PINK,
PINKISH Rose or other so=called "near pink" examples,

I examined this stamp very carefully in etcellent daykight and
laid it alongside my reference copies for comparison, copies I
have used some forty years, I ewven called Mrs, Ashbrook's atten-
tion and she was in perfect agreement with my finding, I mention
this as the female eye is said to be more accurate on éolors than
the male, Be that as it may I do know that her eye for color

work is very very proficient.
Sincerely yours,



"y

March 155 1956,

Mr. Jack E. lMolesworth,
102 Beacon St.,
Boston 16, Mass.

Dear Jack:

Barlier this week, I examined a 3¢ Pink - un-
used = Oe.ges for Sy Colby ~ I enclose photo of the
opinion « I judge he is going to offer his stamp in an
auction and will use this ppotos Iis stamp was mint as
I recall « I thought at first that your stamp was the
same as the perfs are so very similar, as you will note,
Apparently both stamps came from the same sheet., Do
you know anything about his stamp? TPlecase treat this
as confidential,

Ragards.

Sincerely yoursy



AYS. A ¢.8.A.
SPA ARA
CONA. BNAYS.

Jark £. Muolesworth
Pl\ila{e]ic Dealer and Broker

. 102 Beacon Street
Boston 16, Massachusetts

N
1

March 16, 1956

lir, Stanley'B. Ashbrook
33 N, Ft Thomas Ave
Fort Thomas, Ky

Dear Stan,

Enclosed is a very interesting cover included in a collection
which I am figuring and hope to buy. However, before paying a big
price for an item like this I would appreciate your opinion as to
authenticity, orgin, rarity of usage, etc.

Please advise and I shall remit promptly as usual, If
possible, an air-special reply will be appreciated.

With best regards,

E, Molesworth

JBi/p
encl




Jack £. Malesnmrth
102 Beacon Street
Boston 16, SMassuchusetts

REGISTE’EM
b2 /o) i, Stantey B,
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March 19, 1956.

Mr, Jack E, Molesworth,
102 Beacon St.,
Boston 16, Mass.

Dear Jack:

Herewith the 10¢ 1847 cover as per yofirs of the 16th, This did not
reach me until late Sunday afternoon, Perhaps the storms were responsible
for the delay.

I have known this 10¢ 1847 cover for some years, It was formerly in
the Gibson collection and was Lot #24 in the Gibson Sale by Ward on June lith,
1944, It was sold to Meroni @ $130,00.

Ward described the cover in the céfalogue as follows:

nj2l - 10¢ gray black tied to envelope with black circular "Steamship 10"
which is repeated on envelope, Letter enclosed dated "Steamer Golden City, Nov,

20, 1850" and mailed at Acapulce, Addressed to Templeton, Mass. Letters from
finder and Perry accompany lot (Photo 2)." (unquote) :

I suppose bidders were suspicious of the cover because it sold so low.
Such a price was low even in 1944 for such an item because as far as I am aware the
cover is unique, that is, if there exists another 10¢ 1847 with this "Steamship 10"

marking I am not aware of it, This merking was the type that was applied at New
York City and in my opinion it was not in use during the life of the 1847 stamps.

Ward mentioned an enclosure but there is none with the cover at this time,
This seems a bit strange and I wonder if there is any significance? The reason is
this « This use was enpposed to be from Acapulce in November 185C and from the
"Steamer Golden City." This steamship was not launched until Januery 1863, so there
must have been something wrong about the letter that was supposed to be enclosed,
Perhaps this is the reason it i} not with the cover at present,.

This steamship marlg‘.\/.ng is well known on stampless covers, especially from
Cuba but if it was used befo(re 1855 I have no record of such a use,

I suppose it is possible that the stfike on the 10¢ 1847 is genuine but
if so then the use was probably in the late eighteen-fifties,

‘ Ward mentioned that letters from the "finder" and Perry (Flliott?) accom=-
pany the lot, Where are they? I imagine that Elliott Perry sold the cover to
Henry Gibson, :

. I made an enlarged photograph of the stamp by ultra=vieolet but I have not
developed the plate at this writing, I will advise you later if it shows any trace
of a former cancel removed,

' For reasons stated above I regret that I cannot authenticate this cover as
genuine in my opinion,
Sineerely yours,



Mareh 19, 1956,

My, Charles F. Meroni,
]w; Monadnock Bldg.,
Chicage 4, I1l.

Dear Chuck:

In the Gibson sale in June 1944 Lot #24 was a 10¢ 1847 tied
to a dark buff ragged envelope by a black eircular "Steamship 10," The
envelope was addresced to Templeton, Mass, You purchased the cover for
$130,00, |
This cover was submitted to me yesterday by Jack Molesworth for
my opinion, Herewith I am enclosing a copy of my reply., I am wondering
if you remember the cover, From Ward's description in the Gibson sale
catalogue I judge that Perry obtained the cover from the "finder" and
sold it to Henry Gibson, but the letters mentioned by Ward are missing,
I also nobie that this cover was not in your sale by Fox in 1952, If you
can give me any informstion conferning the cover I will treat same as

-

With every good wish =

Cordially yours,
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March 20,1956

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook
P,0, Box 81

33 North Ft. Thomas Avenue
Fort Thomas, Kentucky

Dear Stanley:

I have your letter of March 19, 1956 and after having
noted the comments, I hasten to answer it.

You inquire about events that happened over twelve
years ago and while I have checked my correspondence, I have not
been able to find anything on the subject. I do recall, however,
that there was one cover that I bought when I attended the Gibson
sale that was a 10¢ 1847 with a steamship marking and I believe
it may be the one you refer to. Anyhow, as I recall the situation,
after the sale I received an inquiry from a dealer in New York
stating that he was interested in buying the item at the sale but
had inadvertently passed it up and asked me if I would be willing
to sell it and, if so, to put a price on it. I was not taken
too much with the condition of the cover so I put a price on it
and, as I recall, received a prompt reply from the dealer stating
he would take it. I cannot, for the life of me, remember the
name of the dealer. It may have been Spencer ”’nderson as I was
frequently in correspondence with him at that time.

However, I am not even too sure that the cover you men-
tion was the one as I also recall buying, in the Gibson sale, a
10¢ 1847 with a Canadian target cancel which I disposed of. 1In
those days I was not as familiar with postal markings as I am now
and naturally assumed that if material came from an outstanding
collection, such as that of Mr. Gibson, it would be genuine.
Certainly if I had retained the item, it would have been soldalong
with the balance of my collection when Johnny Fox sold the same.
Therefore, I am quite certain this item was disposed of shortly
after I bought it. I frequently accommpdated dealers when an
item particularly did not intrigue me and I felt I could use the
money to better advantage to buy something else that I wanted
still more for my collection.



I have no recollection of whether the letter at the
time included an enclosure or not. All I know is that immediately
following the Gibson sale, I gave Mr, Ward my check and took the
material with me as I was going back up to Washington.

The Gibson sale stands out in my mind as it was the first
big auction I ever attended and I also recall that I was quite
chagrined with the dressing down that Mr. Ward gave Mr. MacBride
for his poke bids and practically ordered him from the sale.

I am sorry that I cannot be of more help to you, Stanley,
but so much as "gone over the dam" since then that it is difficult
for me to recall what happened, especially as the cover was only
in my possession a short time.

I am planning to attend the big New York exhibition and
wonder whether you likewise plan to attend. I am also exhibiting
in a number of different classes including, among others, Con-
federate Postal History.

Hoping that you and Mildred will get a chance to go to
the New York show and with my kindest personal regards, I remain

Very sincerely,

k//ZCQC/C/C/ZLﬂ

CFM/dg






Mareh 19, 1956,

Mr, Elliott Perry,
_Pi Oo Box 333’
Westfield, N,J.

Elliott:

I enclose copy of a letter I have today written Jack Molesworth
re - a cover that he submitted for my opinion, It refers to a cover
that was lot #24 in the Gibson sale b Ward that you apparently obtained
this cover from the finder and scld it to Hemry Gibson,

Any information that you can give me on the cover will be treated
as strictly confidential as I would like to have game for my own use,

Yours of the 19th came just before I left home on a twe weeks vaca=-
tion and since my return I have been so swamped with correspondence that I
have not had the time to reply.

Sincerely yours,



Y4444 March 21, 1

Stan: ; %

v I don't recall selling Henry Gibson any 10c 1847s except from
the Ackerman collection, and don't recall the Acapulco cover as hav-
ing been Ackerman's. UnSfiortunately my records of the Ackerman col-
lection are somewhat scattered and it will be such a tight squeeze
to meet our committments for FIPEX that I cannot search the records
Nnow.

However, I do have some recollection that & long time ago, perhaps
thirty years, someone (in New England}) submitted a cover which might
be the Acapulco. Buff envelope with 10¢ 1847 and black circular
Steamship 10, but no enclosure. The finder's story seemed credible,

I could not explain the use, probably because I knew then that
the rate from liexico was 30¢, and it is my recollection that if the
cover was wholly authentic it was such a freak as may be occasionally
found in original correspondence but would be questioned or condemned
if seen under & dealer's showcase.

I don't know who the finder was, but he was no one well known to
me. If I kept a copy of the letter which accompanied the lot in the
Gibson sale the copy is buried somewhere in my files and I would
hardly know where to find it.

My recollection now is that the envelope had no enclosure, yet
sometiing about it, or in the finder's story, indicated that it came
from Mexico. Hence 1f the 10¢ rate was correct, the date must have
been after the 1847 stamps were invalid.

To the best of my recollection I did not buy the cover and heard
nothing more about it until your letter came this morning, unless I
noticed it in the Gibson sale. He may recall from whom he obtained
it.

Before the Gibson sale A.F.L. instructed me about some items he
wanted and told me to buy anything I wanted. He intended to bid on
only one item himself (and didn't get it). After the sale he went
thru my purchases and selected those he wanted. I kept the others
and there were not very many. You were at the sale and know what
happened. All my purchases were pald for with my own check to
Walter Scott. I am sure I had no bid on the Acapulco cover.

As evep; $

»



March 23, 1956,

Mr, Elliott Perry,
P,0,Box 333‘
Westfield, N.J.

Elliott:
Thanks very much for yours of the 2lst,

Do not go to the trouble to loock up any old records on that
10¢ 18,7 cover, Later I will send you a good photograph of it and you
can keep the item in mind, If the strike on the stamp tying it to cover
use was surely not during the life of the 1847

nobit believe that marking was used before 1855, Is

that your impression? If the cover is genuine then it is surely a 10¢ '47
that was used long after demonetization, I was unable to satisfy myself
that the strike on the stamp was perfeectly good but perhaps it is,

Chuck Meroni bought the cover in the Gibson sale, and advised me
this week that to the best of his recollection someone wanted it very badly
affer the sale and he let them have it, He could not remember who it was.

There is no proof that the envelope had any relation to an origin
at Acapuleo, At any rate, I do think you for the information that you gave
mee

Yours etc.,
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PHILIP Hs WARD, JR,
ARCHITECTS BUILDING
17TH AND SANSOM STREETS
PHILADELPHIA 3

March 22, 1956

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook
P.0O. Bex 31

33 N. Ft. Thomas Avenue
Fort Thomas, Ky.

Dear Stan:

1 have your letter of the 19th together
with a copy of a communication of the same
date addressed to Molesworth.

If 1 stated that the Perry letter as
well as other letter were sold with the
cover I am quite confident I made delivery.
What may have happened to the communications
later on 1 cannot say. If the Perry letter
was used there is no doubt but what Gibson
bought it from Perry. 1 do not recall the
exact cover at this time, but had every
reason to believe it was good, otherwise I
think it would have been held out.

I do not have any records of the usage
of the "Steamship 10" insofar as dates are
concerned, although I have had dozens of
stampless covers showing this marking as
well as the one of "20" denomination. I
am quite confident the cover was not even
questioned before or during the sale.

Regretting I cannot give you any further
details as to its history, I am,

sincerglyf yours,

Visv?)

PHILIP H. WARD, JR.



March 20, 1956.

Mr,. Philip He Ward, Jr.,
Architects Bldg.,
17th & Sansom Stsey
Philadelphia 3, Pa.

Dear Phil:

Please note copy of a letter thet I wrote
Molesworth todays which is selfw-explenatory, This
refers to 2 cover which he submitted to me for an
" opinion, You wild note it was a @ibson cover, Lot
#2, in the Gibson sale in 1944, You will note that
I did not state it is btad but ‘rather that on account
of the points I mentioned, I was uncble to state
that in my opinion it is genuine,

I am wondering if you remember the cover
and can give me any information regarding it. This
for my own satisfaction only.

“With best wishes =

Cordially yours,



March 23, 1956.

Mr, Emmerson C. Krug,
3008 = 13th Aves, South,
Birming :

55 Ala.
Dear Em:

I thought this letter to Molesworth would be of
some interest to you. You can return it at your con= '
venience, Look up the illustration in the Gibson sale.
Was this a cover with a 10¢ Y47 used long after de~
monetization? If so, then it is a valuable cover.

But was it? That is the $64.,00 question,

 Egra advises he is leaving today for a ten days
vacation but he failed to state where he was going.
Ifhialofbhandismrawarcvmathiarightiadoing
it would not be thru any fault of his, I suppose you
have heard all the gossip about Jack Dick. I could tell
you a lot that is not ogssip but facts.

Regards,

Yours etCey



Amﬂ 18' 1956.

Mr, Jack E, Holesworth,
102 Beacon St.,
Boston 16, Mass.

Dear JackP

Re ~ yours of the l6th, I would not be willing
to sign the cover because in authenticating such
an item a full explanation should acecompany it,.

I think the cover could be written up and published
in Stamps or some other publication and all the
facts given., This would satisfy the most skeptiecal,
To merely sign the cover on the back would not be
sufficient to carry much weight.

Very truly yours,



ALS. C.S.A.
Py A ana
CONA. BXALS.

Jark . Molesworth
Philatelic Dealer and-Broker

102 Beacon Street
Boston 16, Mussachusetts

April 5, 1956.
Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook
P.0O. Box 31
33 North Fort Thomas Avenue
Fort Thomas, Kentucky.

Dear Stan,

Many thanks for your various communications on the "10¢ 1847 Steamship" cover.
This certainly has been an intriguing item for me and I hope for you also. As I now
see it, for very understandable reasons you would not care to authenticate the cover
as genuine, but also these reasons are such that you would not care to state that the
stamp was definitely never used on this cover and the cancel has been faked. If this
conclusion is incorrect please let me know.

As I now see it, the contents of the letter prove that this usage must have been
in 1863 and therefore the 1850 date on the letter enclosed must have been altered from
1863 by someone since the time it was originally found. Also, the "Steamship 10" mark-
ing and the 10¢ rate would have been appropriate for 1863 but not for 1850, Also, the
10¢ 1847 had been demonetized in 1851 and would therefore not be good for postage in
1863. Also, the stamp has a pen marking that I gather you feel has been partly cleaned
off, though in view of its being readily visible to the naked eye it would appear to me
that it may have just tfaded somewhat as the entire cover shows considerable aging.

I would also gather that as a result of the lifting of the stamp which indicated
that it had adhered to the cover for some time in view of the aging of the stamp and
the cover which was unaged beneath the stamp, you found no evidence to conclude that
the "Steamship 10" marking which ties the stamp to the cover was necessarily or even
probably spurious. Therefore, I am wondering if you might agree that the following
could be a possible explanation for the enigma? The thrifty Yankee New England lady
who wrote the letter on November 20th., 1863, had in her possession one or more (the
finder's letter indicates another cover with a 5¢ 1847 on it) 1847 stamps which she
knew had been demonetized years before. However, being a thrifty Yankee (believe me
I have seen quite a bit of this since I have been in New England) and being quite a -
distance from the United States she thought the stamp might go through unnoticed and
pay the postage to Boston. She therefore placed it on the letter when it was mailed
in Acapulco, Meﬁico, but in transit it was noticed, pen cancelled, and then at that
or some laterﬂ?Eruck with the black "Steamship 10" marking which was I presumék"Due"
notation. Sometime after the letter was originally discovered,either @ its original
finder,(@ho incidentally mentions in his letter that he had other numerous letter from
the same correspondence but all of later dates that were evidently sent by steame;Z
or @ some later owner of the cover who had enough knowledge to see that the date of
the letter was inconsistent with the years of usage of the 10¢ 1847 wiiSiNerstonme
thought he would remove this discrepency! Though admittedly a guess, this appears to
me to be the most logical explanation I can conceive. If it is correct, there would
be nothing wrong with the cover but rather only the date on the letter enclosed would
have been spurious. It would therefore be a usage of the 1847 years after it had been
demonitized, at which time it was of course not recognized and the letter sent “Due 10",

I shall look forward with interest to your comments on this hypothesis.

(over)



Since your analysis of this cover doubtlessly took considerable more time and
effort then when you originally wrote the first time suggesting a fee of $4.00, I
assume that a higher fee would probably be in order so shall be glad to remit what-
.ever fee you would now care to suggest.

It will be of course quite all right for you to write this cover up in your
"Special Service".

Enclosed is a U. S. #29 on a cover to which I do not believe it belongs. Your
comments will be appreciated and also enclosed is a 10¢ 1847 which checks out fine
as an unused copy under my ultra violet lamp so I would greatly appreciate your exam-
ination and comments on it also. If you feel an ultra violet photo is necessary to
determine whether or not it may have been cleaned, please feel free to go to that
expense and I shall be glad to stand it.

With best regards,

g e

Jack E. Molesworth

K;Jﬁ

JEM/vf

o

{Q



Aril 11, 1956.

m’. Jack E.. lblemrth’
102 Beacon St.,
Boston 16, Mass.
Dear Jack:
Re -« the "Steamship 10" cover., I made a
number of photographs of this cover and I will
send you prints later.

I carefully noted your comments regerding
it to which I will reply.

Yours etc.,



Mr, Jack E, Molesworth,
102 Beacon St-,
Boston, Mass,

Dear dJack:

Under separate cover, I am today sending you some gxotoa of the
10¢ 1847 Steamship cover and I enclose herewith a revised bill for my
examination, Please note the large photo by ultra-violet he date~line
on the letter that was suppose to accompany this envelope, Also note the
. print of the "Pan & San'" cover of September 1851, proving that this marking
was used that early, :

Re = the analysis that you suggested, I suppose it is anyone's guess as
to what actually happened but I think that all the evidence in the case seems
to indicate the following:

« - That the contents of the letter prove that this letter was not
written 850 but rather in 1863 and that the "1863" was changed to "1850" for
the purpose of enclosing it in this envelope, J

Second, I really do not know if the "Steamship 10" envelope was used as
late as 1863, or whether that old stamper was still in use at the New York P.O,

ﬂ%. I believe that the 10¢ '47 stamp was on this envelope wheh it peached
the New York P,0, buf it was not recognized and the cover marked as unpaid Due 10,
Whether this was because the stamp had been pencanceled or because the use was
after June 30, 1851 will perhaps never be known, At any rate there was no such a
thing as a "Steamship 10" rate mrior to July 1, 1851, That much is certain,

I am disposed to conclude that the cover may have been used in the early fifties
and that it had no enclosure and one waes fixed up for it by changing 1863 to 1850,
I believe this opinion of mine is practically in agreement with the last three
lines of your letter of the 5th, I believe that my ultra-vioclet photos dispel any
doubt that the 10¢ stamp was not used on this cover or that the postmark on the
stamp is fraudulent in any way,

I may write this cover up in a Service Issue and if I do, it will be along
the lines as aboves Incidentally, what do you suppose the P,F, would have done
with this cover? Do you suppose there is anyone on that Committee who has the
slightest knowledge of an item such as this?

I note in the closing paragraph of your letter you stated that you had ex=
amined the 10¢ '47 "unused® under your ultra=violet, "Mr," Zareski is a pretty
smart chap, I have been ormed by a friend in Paris who has a line on the faker
and knows his methods, that Z, uses an "ultra-violet" and uses methods to leave no
trace, It is a very simple matter in the present day to remove cancels from the
10¢ '47 and leave no trace, I think there were very définite traces on the copy that
I returned to you today, Personally, I want nonpart of an "unused" 10¢ 'A7 and I
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0 Jark E. Molesmorth
/L PLila{elic [Dealed anJ BroLer
7

102 Beacron Street
Boston 16, Massachusetts

February |, 1957

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook
Box 3l
Fort Thomas, KenTucky

Dear Stan,

| trust you will recall the enclosed|0¢ 1847 cover with "Steamship Ten"
marking which you examined back in March and April of last year. The last letter which
you wrote concerning this cover and which contained your final conclusions was dated
April Il, 1956. |In that letter you specified three conclusions with respect to it. In
the third you stated fthat you believe the 10¢ 1847 stamp was on this envelope when it
reached the New York Post Office, but that it was not recognized and that the black
"Steampship Ten" marking represents a postage due notation. You also stated that you
believed your ultra-violet photos dispelled any doubt that the 10¢ stamp was not used
on this cover or that the postmark on the cover is fraudulent in any way.

| know have a buyer for this cover who has read and digested your April |lth
letter and is also familiar with your other feelings with respect to this cover and the
circumstances surrounding it. He has agreed to buy the cover at a very good price, buf
asked that | have you sign the back to verify the one fact that this stamp was originally
used on the cover and that the "Steamship Ten'" cancellation is 4 genuine. Since this is

the opinion you have expressed on it in your letter, | sincerely hope that you will agree
to place such on the reverse of the cover. |f you feel you should also put some qualifying
comments such as were included in your April |lth, letter, please feel free to do so as

long as they are not of a nature which would tend to cast doubt on the cover and therefore
preclude my selling it as a genuine item as | have represented it to be to this prospective
buyer.

| shall greatly appreciate your assistance on this item and shall be glad to
pay you an additional fee for the service of signing the reverse in any amount that you
feel appropriate as it does enhance its salability for me.

| have finally decided to try and do something to correct the situation at the
Philatelic Foundation and | frankly feel |ike David attacking Goliath. However, my initial
probing letter which evidenced a dissatisfaction with cerfain opinions of the P.F. was re-
ceived with such serious consideration that | am motivated to pursue the matter further
in hopes that | may be able to somehow convince the hiérarchy they are actually unqualified
to render opinions in certain fields of U. S. stamps and that as a resulf they should refrain
from rendering any opinions in those fields or should secure the services of the only people
that do have sufficient expert knowledge in those fields fto render an authoriftative opinion.
It will be fun trying even if nothing comes of it. Enclosed is a copy of a letter | have
written to the Foundation Toiax which | hopemay sufficiently shock them in a constructive

sort of wa_y_/g?dfhe same'TimJ\ e seeds of a clean-up S erpSsoguigipame. How long it

willtake Them to germinate will be another matter.

With best regards,

Xo
Jack . Molesworth
v

(over)



P. S. - | would appreciate your advising if you are currently assisting the American
Philatelic Society as an expert for them which you are listed as being in fTheir January
first,. 1955 yearbook.

JEM

(5



TO WHOM IT MAY CCNCERN

Re = covefs with U, S, 10¢ 1847 tied by "STEAMSHIP 10"
Addressed to"Miss Jennie E, Gates, Templeton, Mass, U,S,"

A€ter a very careful examination of this cover it is my
opinion that the cover is genuine in every respeet, which
means that this stamp was used on this cover as we see it
now, that it had not been previously canceled and that the
N.Y, Steamship markings are both genuine, It is my opinion
that the stamp was used after demonetization and that re-
cognition of it at New York was refused, thus 10¢ due.
Steamship 10 indieating (1) Source of receipt at New York by
Steamship — i.e. = a mail contract ship - (2) "10" - 10¢
postage due,

Photographs made by ultra=violet which I made showed no
previous cancelation,

There is no evidence showing when this cover was actually
useé or that an enclosure was the original letter.

Stanley B, Ashbrook
Feb- 12’ 1957



Feb. 12, 1957.

Mr. Jack E, Molesworth,
102 Beacon St.,
Boston 16, Mass.

Dear Jack:

I apologize for the delay in returning the
10¢ 1847 Steamship cover which is enclosed herewith.
I have signed this on the back as genuine and I
enclose a memo which can accompany the cover. )
think that you will agree that I made an exhaustive
study of this item and that my final opinion cannot
be questicned in any way.

I enclose a memo of my fee.
With regards -

Sincerely yours,



lMarch l&’ 19560

Mr, John A, Fw’
173 Tnlip A"o’

Floral Park, WY,

Dear Johnt
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face up on the table and if I have
and as scon as possible, hence this

With best wishes -

As ever yours,



‘J UH H Q. *iUX 173 Tulip Avenue « Floral Park  New York ¢ FL 4-4636

AUCTIONS « APPRAISALS « RETAIL+ WHOLESALE » STAMPS » COVERS » ACCESSORIES

March 8, 1956

Mr, Stanley B. Ashbrook
.0, Box 31

33 North Ft, Thomas Avenue
Fort Thomas, Kentucky

Dear Stan:

Thank you very much for your letter of March 4th, I am
very much disturbed by what you tell me, First of all, it is a
damn lie! Over the years I have sought your advice countless times,
To my knowledge, I can not remember one instance where I did not
follow your advice, Many times your opinion saved me from selling
something which might have proved embarrassing in the future, I
sight as an instance, the 5¢ stamp withdrawn from the Meroni sale,
In view of this, I do not possibly think that I would express an
opinion.other than that of great admiration,

I have constantly made the remark in public gatherings
that you were the best thing that has happened to the stamp trade,
I have also made the remark that by the issuance of the bhooks you
have written (and particularly the volumes on the 1¢ '51 issue) you
have lined the pockets of the American stamp dealer with gold., 1
have always respected and had faith in the fact that no matter how
friendly you are with a person, you give him an honest opinion, Of
course, it might not be what he expected to hear for it might be an
adverse opinion on an item he paid good money for, However, the
opinion was what was sought, whatever the result,

If you are guilty of any crime it is one that 1 also bear,
that of losing your temper and flying off the handle before thinking
things out., I sight the incident I had with Jack Fleckenstein,

I have heard conversations in various groups recently about
your problem with a letter allegedly mailed by you, I have purposely .
refrained from discussing it so as not to be mis=quoted, I do not
know all the details, but I am prejudicedin your favor and if there
is anything I can do to help would appreciate your letting me know,

As to the people who said I voiced strong criticism of you

and made light of your opinion, I would face them any time and can
honestly deny their accusations,

New York Office and Auction Rooms . 116 Nassau Street, New York 38 . N. Y. Tel. BArclay 7-4943



lJ UH H H. l:UX 173 Tulip Avenue « Floral Park « New York ¢ FL 4-4636

AUCTIONS « APPRAISALS « RETAIL « WHOLESALE « STAMPS « COVERS « ACCESSORIES

Stanley B, Ashbrook March 8, 1956

I, too, am concerned over this for I thought you knew how
much I valued your friendship and the admiration I have always had
for your research, Would appreciate hearing from you,

Trust that all is well with Mildred and you, With kind
personal regards from Virginia and myself,

Sincerely,

HN A, FOX
JAF :ew

New York Office and Auction Rooms . 116 Nassau Street, New York 38 . N. Y. Tel. BArclay 7-4943



March 11 ’ 19560

Mr, John A. Fm,
173 Tlllip A'V'e.,
Floral Park, N.Y.

Dear John:

Thanks for your good letter of the 8th, I felt absolutely sure
that the whole bit of gossip was devoid of amy truth and that it was
just another case of someone trying to start some trouble, Your
assurance that it is all a lie confirms 1007 my first impression, so
it is all water over the dam and we will forget the whole thing.

I note your remarks about a fiery temper, You lmow John, I doubt
if such a thing is bad, in fact, I hate a wishy-washy person, one who
has no guts and lets people run all over them, I am perfectly con=-
gcious I fly off the handle at the drop of the hat but it is generally
with people for whom I have damn little use, people like Colson, Rich,
Konwiser and similar rats. One is better off to have such lice as
enemies rather than friends, So @usuggest that if we both are quick
tempered that we feel proud of the trait rather than to feel a bit
sorry about it.

Re - the forged letter., I suggest that you read the Editorial in
Linn's Weekly issue of March 5th by George Linn - Also his remarks about
International Jurors, etc.

Mildred joins me in our very best to Virginia and you,

As ever yours,



March 12, 19560

638 Audubon Ave.,

M., Lebanon,
* Pittsburgh 16, Pa,
Dear My, Guenther:

This letter is confidential and any expression you give me will
~ be treated as such,

I have just been glancing at some of the prices realized at your
t seemed to me the prices were in
very marked contrast to some of the fantastic figures realized at
: sale in b if you were perfectly
satisfied with the fijures? Was your material in such poor condftion
that no higher prices were realized? I am just curious, having no other
mind, So much has been written about the high prices for
in recent months that I wondered if everyone who had any got the
idea that their material was wopth Caspary prices? The prices realized
at the Fox sale on Feb, 29th surely does not bear out such a supposition,

Dm'lanweraﬁotnvqmrio.uyouthinkaxvornllwimdw
business.

With every good wish =
Cordtially yours,



HARMER ROOKE
NI\ IV ~, /

& CO.ne.
GORDON HARMER R

PRESIDENT P H I L A T E L I C PHILATORS NEW YORK
— AUCTIONEERS

AUCTIONS

A 560 Fifth Avenue  suoson s o
NEW YORK 36.N.Y.

March 14, 1956

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook
33 N.Ft. Thomas Ave.
Ft. Thomas, Kentucky

Dear Mr., Ashbrook:

We know these are the pink but there
is some doubt about their being the pigeon
blood. If they are, would you be good enough
to state this and sign them on the back?

Thank you and please let us know
your fee and postage expense when you return
them,

Sincerely yours,

HARMER, ROOKE & CO.,INC.

BY:

e

DD:t

2 connn encloete



vay *

March 18, 1956,

Hermer Rooke & Co,,
5& Fifth AVO.,
New York 36, N.Y.

Attention: My, Donald D'Amato
Dear Mr, Bh/imatos

Herewith the two 3¢ 1861 covers as per yours of the lith,
I note both are SEP 23 (1861), Rather odd,

~ I am pleased to inform you that the WESTERLY R,I, cover
is a very good "%;@M" whereas the "Bethel, o" ig the
SeUeS, "PINK." is examination in good daylight alongside &f my
reference copies by direct comparison, 3

Perhaps in my published articles you note my mention of
the paper of the PINK copies, that is, paper somewhat yellowdd with
age and paper that had retained its whiteness, I think these two
coples are fairly good examples, IFor example, the "Westerly" on
white - the "Bethel" on a yellowish or muddy colored paper. I be=-
lieve that the Bethel is a very good PINK and it is possible that
originally it was & Pigeon, However, in classifying these "tints"
we have to go by what they are at present rather than what they were
originally,.

- I have signed the VWesterly on the back as a Pigeon and my
fee for this is $3.,50,

With regards =

Cordially yours,



Memorandum HARMER, ROOKE & CO.

Philatelic Auctionee
560 FIFTH AVENUE
New York 19, N. Y.

LOngacre 3-3335 W M ’)/1/ ) ( 7 ﬂ




HOOD&HOOD
26 BEDFORD STREET e
FALL RIVER, MASS, \ R/L\
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Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook

Fort Thomas, Kentucky



LAW OFFICES
HOOD & HOOD
26 BEDFORD STREET
FALL RIVER, MASS.
PRESTON H. HOOD PRESTON H. HOOD, JR.

March 7, 1956

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook
Fort Thomas, Kentucky

Dear Mr. Ashbrook:

In January of 1955 my cousin, William O. Sweet
of Attleboro, sold to Philip G. Rust of Thomasville,
Georgia, a major portion of his stamp collection,as
you know. In connection with that sale a Mr. Molesworth
of Boston is now claiming a commission - altho Mr.
Molesworth was never, according to Mr. Sweet, in any
way retained by him or indeed is even known to him.

The person who was engaged to sell the collection
was Daniel F. Kelleher of Boston and we have had quite
a~bit of correspondence and conversation with him.
Recently he suggested that we get in touch with you to
see what you could tell about the matter particularly
concerning Mr. Rust and when and how he was first
interested in the sale.

Were you the one who brought the matter to Mr.
Rust's attention and if so do you recall the date?
Do you know how or when or where Mr. Molesworth came
into the pic¢ture? We should greatly appreciate what-
ever you can tell us about the case so far as it came
within your personal knowledge.

We are in no way seeking to deprive anyone of a
proper and legitimate commission but neither are we
inclined to pay a wholly extraneous and unknown and
unjustified claim. aAnd based on our present informa-
tion this claim of Molesworth would appear to be wholly
without foundation.

Needless to say we will deeply appreciate any facts

and information you can give us, and thank you in ad-
vance therefor.

Very yours,
PHH/md H M



March 11, 1956,

Mr, Preston H, Hood,
% Hood & Hood,
26 Bedford St.,
Fall River, Mass,

Dear Mr, Hood:
Replying to yours of the 7th,

I have no actual first-hand knowledge concerning the purchase
of Mr, Sweet's collection by Mr, Rust. It is my understanding
that Mr, Rust knew 2bout Mr, Sweet's collection, was interested
in acquiring it intact and to this end he was furnished with a
description of it by Mr., Kelleher, but he made no commitment to
anyone to purchase it for him, It is also my understanding that
he made a trip to Attleboro, met Mr, Sweet and made arrangements
to purchase the collection, provided I would authenticate as
gemuine all the items in the collection, I made a trip to
Attleboro in March 1955 for that purpose and went over the colleetion
and signed each item as genuine in my opinion,

I have absolutely no information whether Mr, Sweet commissioned
Mr, Kelleher or anyone else to find a buyer for his collection, and
as far as Mr, Rust is concerned, he certainly never employed me to
purchase the collection for him,

Very truly yours,

Copy
Denl—
Pl’h\ QL\S\\




LAW OFFICES

HOOD & HOOD
26 BEDFORD STREET
FALL RIVER, MASS.
PRESTON H. HOOD PRESTON H. HOOD, JR.

March 29, 1956

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook
33 N, Ft. Thomas Avenue
Ft. Thomas, Kentucky

Dear Mr. Asbrook:

Returning to my office after a short absence,
I find awaiting me your letter of March 11 concerning
the Sweet stamp collection, and want to thank you for
. your courtesy in writing and for the infomation con-
veyed.

We do not know at this stage what it will amount
to but we do want to get all available facts and in-

formation and consequently appreciate what you have
written.

Again expressing our sincere thanks, I remain

Very truly yours,

PHH/md



GEORGE UNDERWOOD, &

9 HAMILTON AVE.
AUBURN, NEW YORK

Marck 10th. 1956

Mt. Stanley Ashbrook.,
33 North Fort Thomes Avenue.,
Fort Thomes, Kentucky.

Dear Mr. &shbrook:- Recently the two “Stampless Covers" enclosed came into
my possession and I sent them to my good friend Robert A. Siegel,of New york
City to have him translate the meaning of the various postmarks. He suggested
that I send them to you as he apparently was not able to get the information
promptlye. Please note that I realize you have a FEE for doing this and I am
willing to pay same. Both covers originated in Rasstatt - Karlsruch. One has
only the Rastatt Post Mark ahd the New York-U.S.%%Y%Y Nove.e 28. and & large 25.
Also a 2 in circlee 'The other has 11 Postal Markings. I figure this cover was
mailed in Rastatt June 19the., reached Frankfort on the 20th., and Bremen on the
2lste The year may be 18667 .+ The Hamburg Packet Postel Marking is dated June
25rde Then something must have happened for the next dates are July 8th., and
July 28th.. I desire to know what the 2 in circle., the 5/10 means. In fact
what all the Post Marks mean. Have looked in all the old directories for lir.
Joseph Unser and checked at our Coonty Clerk's office to see if he owned any
property with-out success. As these covers came from a man by neme of Durnford
now dead I cannot trace where he obtained them. Postage is enclosed for your
reply. I trust thet you will find my request in ordere. It seems to me that years
ago we had some correspondence over the 1¢ 1851 ete. I have your books.

%xoerely. »

Ge rge Uhderwwod.
(;3‘ L SoPPou £ 7HE& Blusg ;3gpvz,L

/MAQK-‘ WERrE Puvl o0~ 137 Pﬁ&)— 0FFreg
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March 15 3 1956.

Mr, Ceorge Underwood,
9 Hamilton Ave.,
A\Ibum, N.Y.

Dear Mr, Underwood:

Replying to yours of the 10th, I am returning your two covers herewith,
I note thet one is postmarked, "Rastatt 19 JUN" (1866), so for a certain reason
I will explain later, it is possible that the other was also a use in 1866, viz.,
15 NOV. These are what are known as "depreciated currency covers."

Regarding the "19 JUN," This was sent unpaid by "Hamburg Mail," the
rate being 15¢ per % oz, Hamburg's share of the 15¢ was 12¢, the U,S, share was
3¢, You will note the "Hamburg" marking is "JUN 23" and the "12" is the debit of
that office to the U,5, P,0,D, The letter arr at, New York on "JUL 8" - and the
postmark has a "15" at the top and a "23" at the bottom, These are the postage due
figures, The top 15 was the sum payable in gold or its equivalent, the "23" if the
addressee had none and had to pay in paper., You will doubtless recall that gold
was quoted at quite a premium during the war and for a mumber of years aftef the
long struggle, If the addressee paid in paper (or its equivalent) he was paying at
the rate of 153 for gold, All of this because under our postal treaties in force at
that time with foreign countries, quarterly settlements had to be made in gold or its
equivalent, hence if the P,0,D, collected in paper and with paper had to buy gold to
settle foreign obligations you can appreciate the loss that would have been sustained,
In New York there was the "Cold Exch " where gold was traded in the same as other
commodities on other exchanges, The daily price of gold was the basis the P.,0,D,
used on incoming mail from foreign countries with whom we had tieaties, I suppose
that gold was quoted around 153 in July of 1866, It appears that the addressee could
not be located when the letter arrived at Auburn and it was advertised on J 28,
Advertised letters were subject to a fee of 1¢

The above will explain the meaning of the wording in the New York postmark,
viz, "15¢ or 23¢ in U,S, notes," The marking in upper left corner are German and I
do not know their meaning. I do not know the meaning of the blue pencil and pen
marks,

Regarding the other cover, I judge this was November 1866 because it looks
as though gold was a bit higher, Here the postage of 15¢ was due @ 25¢ in paper
(notes), thus gold had climbed to around 166, I am sure you have heard of "Black

‘Friday" = in 1869, when a corner was attempted in gold, The New York marking on this

cover reads, "NEW YORK - NOV 28 25 = U,S,NOTES," It seems this letter got by without
the Bremen or Hamburg exchange marking debiting the U,S. P,0.D, with "12"¢ in gold,
My fee for an analysis such as this is #3.,50 for the two covers.

Sincerely yours,



GEORGE UNDERWOOD, &
9 HAMILTON AVE.
AUBURN, NEW YORK

March 17th., 1956,

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook.,
33 North Fort Thomas Avenue.,
Fort Thomas, Kentuckye.

Dear Mr. Ashbrook:-

\ " Your very informative letter in answer to my inquiry
arrived last Saturday. Thank you very much. It gives me a very clear
picture of the troubles our POD had after the Ciwil War. Especially so
since I am again reading the thr e books "SEWARD in WASHINGTON", En-
closed is my check to cover your fee which 1 think most reasoneble.

As to the markings on the envelopes - the 2 in circle
and the 5/10 I will write the Western Stamp Collector and they may be
able to dig up the information. If my memory does not fail me “Black
Friday" wes Septemberv24th., 1869 when as you say some persons tried to
corner the “Gold Market“ and might have succeeded if our Treasurary 7
Department had notstepped in to the picture. Again many thanks for the
time and effort you gave my inguiry.

sincerely yours,
7 )

£ BE o

eorge erwoO0de.



&I'Bh 26 5 1956.

My, George Underwood,
9 Hamilton A"Qo.

Auburn, N,Y.
Dear Yr. Undérwood:

Thanks very much for yém-e of the 17th with

Fe = "Depreciated Currency covers,” Over the
years I have accumilated quite a bit of data on this
phase of our postal history and perhaps sofjeday I will
be able to put it into shape for publication, It is
indeed a most interewting subject and I have no re-
collection that an article on such covers has ever
appeared in print, It extends down thru the years to
the time of "the resumption of specie payments"which
was quite a milestone,

Sincerely yoursy



PuBLIC AUCTION SALES HOLLYWoOD 9-5032
APPRAISALS
PRIVATE SALES

A f WILSHIRE STAMP COMPANY

Postage Stamps For Collectors

MAarcH 15, 1956

MR« STANLEY B.ASHBROOK

Py O.nBox: 3i

33 NORTH FT. THOMAS AVENUE
ForT THOMAS, KY.

DEAR SIR:

WE RECEIVED YOUR LETTER OF MARCH |OTH WITH THE
EXAMINED STAMPS. ENCLOSED HEREWITH 1S OUR CHECK FOR $3.00
COVERING THE EXAMINATION FEE. THANK YOU.
_ WE WOULD GREATLY APPRECIATE YOUR OPINION ON THE
EncLOSED sTAMPS: lc (1851) oNE PAIR & 5 siNGLES; 10c = Two
SINGLES; 3Cc - ONE PAIR; 857 1ssuE - lc Two siINGLES; 10c -
ONE PAIR, THREE SINGLES AND ONE MARGIN BLOCK OF 4 OF THE lc,’
UNUSED; ONE #662; ONE coPY OF 10X2,

PLEASE MARK RESPECTIVE TYPES BELOW THE STAMPS ON THE
SHEETe THANK YOU.

WE WILL REMIT YOUR FEE UPON THE RECEIPT OF YOUR BILL.
LOOKING FORWARD TO HEARING FROM YOU, WE REMAIN
VERY TRULY YOURS,

WILSHIRE ’AMP/QQMEANY

/1*—;@)_—(/”«(%

BG:nG o

ENCLSe: AS LISTED ABOVE.



March 19, 1956.

Wilshire Stamp Co.,
409=11 North Larchmont Blvd,,

Gentlemen:

Herevith the items contained in yc:vurs~ of the 15th,
Re = the following:

% Cent 1857 = Plate 7 = Zype V = block of L. Positions
82, 91, 92R7., This is a nice item and if it is for

sale I would like to buy it because I think it was severed
from a block that I have, consisting of 61, 62, 71, 72R7,

The Providence 10¢. This i= 2 counterfeit,

The 3¢ 1861 - You had marked as #66. I will be glad to

show you & copy of the trial color #66 = the Lake if you
are not familiar with the shades

I am charging you a bulk fee of #4.00.

Sincerely yours,



PUBLIC AUCTION SALES HOLLYWOOD 9-5032
APPRAISALS

PRIVATE SALES

& ’ WILSHIRE STAMP COMPANY

Postage Stamps For Collectors

7758 SUNSET BOULEVARD
Los ANGELES 46, CALIFORNIA

MArRcH 29, 1956

MR. STANLEY B. ASHBROOK

P. 0. Box 3

33 NORTH FT. THOMAS AVENUE
FORT THOMAS, KY.

DEAR SIR:

THIS IS TO ACKNOWLEDGE THE RECEIPT OF YOUR LETTER
OF MARCH |9TH, TOGETHER WITH THE STAMPS, THAT WE HAVE SENT
FOR YOUR OPINIONe. THANK YOU VERY MUCH.

THE lc 1857 BLOCK OF 4, THAT YOU ARE INTERESTED IN,
WILL BE INCLUDED FOR SALE IN OUR NEXT AUCTION, TO BE HELD
ON JUNE 5TH; WE WILL MAIL THE CATALOGUE OF THIS SALE EARLY
IN MAY.

THANKING YOU AGAIN FOR YOUR PROMPT ATTENTION, WE
REMAIN
l‘,

/

VERY SINCERELY YOURS,

WILSHRE STAMP QOMPANY
By _X Qé‘a v S
BG:nG S

ENcL.: CHECK FOR $4.00.




April 4, 1956,

Wilghire Stamp Company,
409=11 %o, Larchmofit Blvd,,

Los Angeles L, California,
Gant%nev & e

¢ This will ackn‘awled;-e receiiqf"ymrs of fhe
29th with cheek far $400, o5 U

Be sure and send me a catalogue of your June
pﬂb. Is it-too late for me to send you-a few items -
for the sale?

Very trmly yourss



Am‘ﬂ h’ 1956-

My, Morris Fortgang,
11, Fast 84th Street,
New York 28, .Y,
Dear Morris & Mort:
The owner of the block of four = Plate 7 -
' 81R etc,, has just advised me that the block will
ﬁe offered at auction in June and that he will advise
me later, I will advise you both,
Regards.

Yours ete.,



WILSHIRE STAMP COMPANY =
409 NORTH LARCHMONT BLVD. ; y\ UNITED STATES
LOS ANGELES 4, CALIFORNIA ‘ f

UNITED
TATES

MR . y
P. 0. Box
33 NORTH FT. THOMAS AVENUE
FORT THOMAS, KY.




DEAR SIR:

THANKS FOR YOUR LETTER OF APRIL 4TH. SORRY, IT
1S TOO LATE TO INCLUDE ANY MATERIAL IN OUR JUNE SALE, AS
‘WE ARE ALREADY GOING TO PRESS WITH THE CATALOGUE FOR
THAT SALE. =

WE WOULD BE VERY GLAD TO HANDLE FOR YOU THE
SALE OF ANY MATERIAL, WHICH YOU WOULD CARE TO SELL, IN
OUR SEPTEMBER, |956 PuBLIC AUCTION SALE.

THE CATALOGUE OF OUR JUNE AUCTION WILL BE MAILED
TO YOU EARLY IN MAY.

LOOKING FORWARD TO BEING OF
IN THE MEANTIME, WITH KINDEST REGARD

VICE TO YOU, AND
WE REMAIN

‘7"‘/0 /r(~



CARLTON HILL
BENJAMIN H. SHERMAN CHARLES W. HILLS, SR.1897-1950

CHARLES F. MERONI CHARLES W. HILLS, UR.1913-1943
J. ARTHUR GROSS FOREE BAIN 1895-1928
a.ogf‘éf.&'ﬁﬁ'é":sso"' ALEXANDER C. MABEE (911-1949
RICHARD J.SCHWARZ
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March 20, 1956

CERTIFIFED MAIL
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook
P.0, Box 31

33 North Ft. Thomas Avenue
Fort Thomas, Kentucky

Dear Stanley:

I am enclosing three covers, one with a 5¢ 1851 issue
and each of the others with that issue in combination with a
10¢ 1851 issue, as I thought you might like to note them in your
records. They are on letters that are all part of the same
correspondence and were purchased by me recently in a French
auction. Enclosed is a self-addressed and stamped envelope for
you to return them to me after you have noted them.

You will recall that in my sale by Fox, there was one
of these covers that I bought from Gordon Harmer which you classi-
fied as being a "phoney". I believe the enclosed covers are all
okay as they were used at the proper time. The single copy was
used to pay the U.S. postage with the foreign postage unpaid.
Fach of the other two were used subsequent to the treaty date
and prepaid the 15¢ postage rate. I hope I am correct in my
analysis as, im my opinion, this combination is much scarcer than
the 5¢ and 10¢ 1847 due to the short time that these imperforate
stamps could be used in this combination prior to the issuance
several months later of the perforated issue.

With kindest regards and best wishes, I remain

o
Very singerely, /J

Yl )
Y'hn /44 2 ¢
7| / _/,/ e S / \
{ U \
N

CFM/dg
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I’I&I'Ch 22, 1956.

111, Yonadnock Bldg.,
Chicago 4, 11,

Dear: Chuck:

Herewith the three covers ac per yours of the 20th, I was pleased to see
these and I made color transparencies of them, OF course, all three are as good
as pold, “You are culte correct ~ covers showing-the treaty rate of 15¢ per i 0%e
paid by a combination of the 5¢ 1856 plus a 10¢ 1855 are,in my opinion, much more
scarce than is generally supposed and especially is this true when the 10¢ happens
to be a Type I, Your cover shows a suferb copy - fresh, early impression of that

Stamp °

Re - the cover with the 5¢ 1856, The correct term for this payment is,
the "U.S. ernal of 5¢ under the U.S.=British Postal Treaty of 18,8," It is the
"U S " =« not a domestic - not a rate - not a shore to ship., Note the mark-
ng "G E 600" This is only found on covers from the U,S, to Frence, during

the three. mont 8 period of January, February and March of 1857, It was provided for
in the Anglo-Frendh Treéaty of September 1856, effective about Jan, lst, 1857, Thus
covers with the 5¢ and showing this "Treaty mark" are much scarcer than those used
during 1856 and without it, This is quite a nice stamp on this cover,

One more point about these covers, Two of them were despatched from Boston by
Cunard mail ship = cne from New York by the same line, this the 5¢ cover from New
York on Feb, 18, 185%. The Cunard sailings at this period were every other YJednesd
from Boston and New York, In 1857 F 18 fell on Wednesday, The 15¢ cover with
New York 19 was sent up to Boston for the salling of Wednesday, May 20, 1857.
The other 15¢ shows Boston Aug, 26 which was Wednesday,

Again thanks for the look and examination,
With best wishes from Mildred and I to Mrs, Meroni and you.
Cordially yours,

P¢S,==Again re - the 5¢ Internal, Strange to relate we very seldom see a "double 5¢
Internal,” Such would be a piece of mail over 3 oz, but not over 1 oz, A cover with
two times the internal paid by a 10¢ 1855 is extremely rare and I certainly would
like to see the "internal" paid by a pair of the 5¢ 1856, or any other combination of
the imperforate stamps. Also don't expect to see a 3 x 5¢ as there was no such a
thing under the treaty as a triple iat,o at this period = the internal was 5¢ - 10§ -
20¢ = ete.s = no triple., Just very eresting points to bear in mind,

S.B.A.
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March 23, 1956

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook
P.0, Box 31

33 North Ft. Thomas Avenue
Fort Thomas, Kentucky

Dear Stanley:

I am indeed appreciative of the promptness with which
you returned the three 5¢ '51 covers to me and your thorough
analysis of their postal significance. You sure have an amaz-
ing knowledge of early U.S. postal history.

I do not have too much in the way of the 5¢ '51 issue
although I was fortunate enough to buy several of the strips
off cover in the Caspary sale. That man was fantastic from
the standpoint of his ability to get together such choice as
well as scarce Philatelic properties.

Thanking you again for your courtesy and kindness and
with best wishes, I remain

Very s ncerely%v

| 4 7/ A/ T\
P\
CFM/dg



3-23-56

Dear Mr, Ashbrook:
Thanks for yours of the 20th,

Edgar certainly has a remarkable memory for covers., He also has a reference
file with photographs and clippings about covers that interest him, I am always amised
by his bringing out a photograph made 10 - 15 vears ago of some cover which I have
bought in an avction, and which he has failed to spot., He acts like a little boy
whose pet puppy has run away, but finally came bhack home, When the Caspary cover
with the strip of 6 - Photo IE from Sacramento, Cal came on the market, he was aunite
excited, but kept telling me that he knew of an earlier and better one, and that he
was trying to get it., Just about the time of the sale he told me he had obtained it, and
would show it to me, but T have never seen it, He also needed the cover with the
10 1¢ Type IV from Downeville, btut of course conld not pay the price,

Hindes system of besting the income tax people was worked out by his attorney, and
approved by the U,S. Treasury Dept, It could only be used by individuals in very high
brackets, in fact the higher, the better, Briefly it works something like this: if you
are in a 90% bracket, and wish to give to a charity or an institution, aceeptable to the
income tax authorites for tax deductions, for evervy #10 given, it still costs yvou $1,

If you gave $10,000 awayy it still costs the individunal $1,000, becaunse, if he had kept
the money, he would have given $9,000 to the Government and have $1,000 for himself, TIf
he had happened to buy $10,000 worth of stamps, and deecided to give these instead of
money to an institution, and they were willing to accept same, and providing the stamps
had been appraised by competent experts as being worth $10,000, he could claim the same
deductions, as if it were money, and he wonld still be out a net of $#1,000, althoueh

he had made a gift of $10,000,

Now let us acsume that after purchasing the $10,000 worth of stamps he keeps them

a year or two, perhaps longer and is able to get them appraised at $11,000; then he gets
a ecredit for tax purposes of $1%,000, when he makes the gift and theoretically the

collection has cost him nothing, because if he had kept the original $10,000 he would
have had to pay the Government $9,000 and would have had only $1,000 for himself, which
he has given away when he donates the collection, but on the appraisal of $11,000 he
picks up an extra thousand for himself; so he is now even, For every thousand he gets
above $11,000 in appraisal values, he makes that mch money for himself, If he ecan

get, the collection appraised at $15,000, he has picked up $4,000 for himself, ete,

Now in order to maintain some control over the collection, he makes an agreement
with the institution receiving the collection that they will not sell the collection
until hds death, and that during his lifetime he will be appointed curator of the
collection and that at any time he may as he desires have up to 20% of the collection in
his possession for the purpose of adding new material to it.

Although eventually the collection leaves the family vanlts, there are very few
instances that I know of, that this becomes & very important matter, Few sons or
widéws or heirs are interested in the collection for itself, but only in its monetary
value, Thruout the lifetime of the owner, he may control and enjoy the collection as he
sees fit, give money or equivalent value to his favorite college or charity, and in the
end have it sold back to the world of collectors upon his death, Meantime he can do it
for nothing, or in fact make a little money on the deal, providing he buys wisely year
in and year out and has it appraised wisely.

(over)



Sincerely

.

(signed) W, Scott Polland

P,S,=-Hides talks about this freely, so see no reason not to use the information, if
you desire, providing no names are mentioned,












MATTHEW. E. HAZELTINE, M.D.
W. SCOTT POLLAND, M.D.
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Feb. 20, 1956,

Mr, J. E. Ranale.
505 East Walker Sto,
St. JOhnB’ MiCho

Dear Joe:

Here is a photo of a 10¢ 1847 that was sold in the Caspary sale last
months You will note that the stamp is tied to cover by a ggggi'_a__ﬂ of a type
that was used at New York during the life of the 1847 stamps. have no record
that the Kalamazoo office ever used this square grids All the markings on this
cover are in red -~ in a bright vermillion, Do you know whether a scuare grid
was used at Kalamazoo? I am a bit suspicious about this cover, It could have
been a stampless sent unpaid with 10¢ due to which some faker added a 10¢ '47
(that had been used at New York), and he painted the "tie" on the cover, I seri-
ously doubt if this is what happened but I would like to know if a cover or covers
are known used at Kalamazoo with a square grid, The Detroit office used a square
grid but as far as I am aware, not during the life of the 18,7 stamps, Fred
Schmalzreidt recently advised me that his earliest record of the square grid at
Detroit was in the spring of 1853,

The Caspary cover was Lot 152 in the sale and sold @ $420,00, I
judge that this high price was realized solely on the feature of a New York type
square grid used at an office other than New York,

I am not sure whether the red ink of the grid is exactly the same color
as the postmark and the "10" but I believe the match is very good,

We are leaving tomorrow for Norfolk and expect to be gone ten days, so
there is no hurry for reply, to this letter, Any information you can give me will
be greatly appreciated,

With best wishes =

Sincerely yours,

Copy to
J.G.Fleckenstein
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Feb, 20, 1956.

Mr,Philip G. Rust,
Route 5’
Thomasville, Ga,

Dear Phils

I quote as follows from a letter from Creighton Hart dated
the 17th, quote:

"Re: Survey: In addition to learning that certain '47
covers are scarce from some states, I have lcarned that
cne value of the ',7 issue may be conmon from certain
states but the other value very searce, For example,

New Jersey covers with 2 5¢ are common, (my list includes
23) but the 10¢ is damn scorce (my list only 1), The
only covers I list from Florida have a 10¢, Missouri re-
celved 47,000 5¢ but I have found only one cover that
bore a single 5¢. I believe most of the 5¢ were used to
pay a 10¢ rate,” (unquote)

I think this sort of data that he is compiling is rather interesting
and of value,

Mildred and I are leaving tomorrow for Norfolk and we will probably

A until the 5th,

g Re = that Caspary Kalamazoo square grid, I never heard of this
town using a square grids I hate to question a cover that is probably as
good as gold = %; I wonder if this was an unpaid stampless to which some
Jjoker added a 10¢ "47 that had been used at New York, Any guess on your part?

? Best wishes =

n? Cordially yours,

‘1.5



m 12’ 1956.

Mr, Bernard Harmer,
% He R, Harmer, Inc.,
6 Vest L8th St.,
New York 36’ NOY'

Dear Bernards:

Re - Lot 152 in the January Caspary sale. Perhaps you noticed that I
gave this cover a write-up in my current Service Issue and furnished a photo=
graph, I did this on purpose and my remarks on the last page of my Issue was
prompted by this cover, I am very suspicious of this item for several reasons,
First, and foremost, is that the stamp is in an odd place, for example, had
this been a stampless, the place the stamp occupies would have been the logical
place for it, Second, I never saw another use of this squire grid at Kalamazoo
and I have been unable to locate a single student of Michigan postal history who
is familiar with such a use at that office, What I suspect is that this was a
stampless cover to which some faker added a 10¢ 1847 that had previocusly been
used at New York City,

I suggest that you call the attemtion of Mr, Buck and Mr, Bloch to this
letter and I would like to know what the three of you think of ny suspiecion,
Further, can Mr, Hart, the buyer and present owner, obtain a refund if the three
of you feel that he would be jusfiiPdied in requesting same in the event I so ade
vised him?

In connection with the above, my good friend Fred Schmalzriedt, a very
prominent attorney in Detrocit, has specialized in Michigan covers for years and
in my opinion he is the best posted student in the country on Michigan Pestal
markings, It hardly seems possible to me that Mr, Schmalzriedt would not be
familiar with a square grid if one was ever used at that office,

I trust my suspicion is entirely groundless and that proof of the genuine=-
ness can be established, In the meantime, an old-time Michigan dealer has informed
me he does not believe the cover is gemuine,

With my kindest regards = k

Cordially yours,



ESTABLISHED 1928

Wﬂ%c@

TRADE MARK REG.

SUITE 1020 COMMERGE BLDG. 922 WALNUT ST.
KANSAS CITY 6, MISSOURI

March 15, 1956

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook
33 North Fort Thomas Avenue
Fort Thomas, Kentucky

Dear Mr. Ashbrook:

My trip to New York was delayed until next week and your letter
of March 12 has been forwarded to me from there.

I appreciate you writing Mr. Harmer about the Kalamazoo cover

and naturally I hope that you will find the cover genuine, because
it represents an extremely unusual use of the New York square grid
which is exceedingly interesting from a postal history standpoint.

Mannel Hahn on page 23 of his book on "Postal Markings of the United
States '47" says that the New York diagonal grid may have been used
elsevhere. I do not know where he got his information.

I am returning the Kalamazoo cover to you so you may re-examine it.
My display at the Fipex will include a cover from 33 of the 35 areas
to officially receive supplies of the 1847s and the covers displayed
from each area will be selected because of their uniqueness and I
have planned on displaying the Kalamazoo cover as the representative
cover from Michigan. I have several weeks before the display has to
be ready but, of course, I would like to know as soon as possible
what your decision is.

sty?
/i
i

Co Co Hart -

CCH/mlw . W a e






March 27kh, 1956..

Mr, C, C. Hart,
Suite 1020, 922 Walnut St.,
Ehnsas City 6, Mo.

Dear My, Hart:

I have not had any reply from Bernard Harmer re -
the 10¢ 1847 cover which I am now convinced is a fake,
and I believe that I could easily prove this to be a
fact, The ink of the postmark is entirely different
from that of the grid on the stamp and the painted tie
on of same on the cover,

At this late date I do not know if they will
take it back or not but perhaps on my recommendgtion
they will do so, It is worse than poison itself for an
auction firm to make a refund of this nature.

Kindly advise if I should hold the cover or return
it to you or to Harmer.

With best wishes =
Cordially yours,



¥ P

RESERVE PLAN, INC.

922 WALNUT STREET
KANSAS CITY 6, MISSOURI

March 29, 1956

Mr. Bernard Harmer
6 W. 4Bth Street
New York 36, W Y.

Dear Mr. Harmer:

In the second Caspary sale I purchased a 10¢ 1847 cover cancelled
with a red square grid from Kilamazoo Michigan. I submitted it to
Mr. Stanley Ashbrook for his opinion on its genuineness and he
advises me that it has a faked cancellation on the stamp and he
thinks he can prove it.

I realize that the period for returning misrepresented items for
refund has passed but I feel sure that neither the executors of
the estate nor you will want me to keep it and I want to return it.
I delayed sending the cover to Mr. Ashbrook for his opinion partly
because of the holiday season but principally because I felt that
for an item to be ex-Caspary was almost synonymous with it being
genuine. I'd appreciate it if you will explain my request to the
executors or if you prefer, I will be happy to write them direct.

I am sending a copy of this letter to Mr. Ashbrook and zlso to
Bzra Cole, who acted as my agent at the sale.

Yours very truly

C. C: Raxrt

cc Mr. Stanley B, Ashbrook
Mr. Ezra Cole :
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TRADE MARK REG.

SUITE 1020 COMMERCGE BLDG. 922 WALNUT ST.
KANSAS CITY 6, MISSOURI

March 29, 1956

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook

R. 0. Box 3l

33 North Ft. Thomas Avenue
Fort Thomas, Kentucky

Dear Mr. Ashbrook:

Re Kalamazoo cover: Please hold this cover. I am writing
Bernard Harmer today and I will advise you when I hear from
him.

Re Augusta, Ga. 5¢ 1847: I have a copy of Mr. MacBride's
letter to you of March 26. The only reason Mr. Boggs ever
gave me for not giving a certificate this cover is because
the P.F. were not sure the state was %Z. and not La. More
later after I check further on the 1861 or 1862 date.

Re Sperati counterfits: In Chicago I purchased from Elmer
Stuart three Sperati counterfits, a 10¢ '47, a 5¢ N.Y. and a
10¢ confederate rose. Would you like to see them. Do you
have any way to mark them indelibly to show they are works of
Sperati? If so, I'd like them so marked. I want to keep the
10¢ ‘47 but will sell the other two if you know of a collector
who hankers for one.

Sincerel
4//{'/
C. C. Hart

CCH/hh
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This acknowledges your letter of March 29th regarding Lot 152 from the Caspary
Sale of January 16-18, purchased by Ezra Cole.

As concerns the authenticity of the item, you state that Mr, Ashbrook advises you
that it has a faked cancellation. Neither in his "Special Service” where he dis-
cusses the item nor in a letter to me does he express so strong an copinion. Rather
he states that no example of this particular grid has yet been found as emanating
from Kalamazoo which as I see it merely makes it impessible to confirm genuine-
ness rather than state that it is faked.

On the question of the returning of the item, when Mr. Ashbrook wrote me a while
ago that there was some doubt over the item due to the absence of confirmatory
material I immediately approached the Estate to ascertain their views in the event

a definite adverse opinion was obtained.

They advised me very definitely that, in their opinion the "Conditions of Sale” gave
ample opportunity to buyers to obtain opinions and that if no action was taken in this
direction they would not hold themselves responsible once they had received payment,

On our part you will appreciate equally that we offer these auction terms, as agents,
for the protection of buyers and it is obviously their obligation to advise us within
the times specified that they wish to obtain opinions so that we do not make payment

to the Estate.

These "Conditions of Sale”, by the Attorney of the American Stamp Dealers' .
Association, were prepared to protect the vendor, the buyer and the auctioneer,
We are happy to abide by them and equally must ask buyers to do the same as ob-

ALL STAMPS ON OUR PREMISES INSURED AGAINST ALL RISKS

EMPLOYEES BONDED



-

-

H:-R-HARMER, INcC. -2- Mr. C, C. Hart

viously as agents we cannot accumulate a responsibility through the years
amounting to tens of millions of dollars.

Very truly yours,

H. R, HARMER, INC

Director
BDH:E
CC: Mr. S. Ashbrook
Mr. Ezra D. Cole

P.8. Just to clarify one mineor point. From our point of view Mr. Cole did
not act as your ageat as the billing was not in your name but in his. He is the
legal purchaser of this lot.
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April 5, 1956,

Mr. Co C. HBI"(',,
Suite 1020, 922 Walnut St.,
Kansas City 6, Mo,

Dear Mr, Hart:

I am today in receipt of the copy of the letter from Bernard Harmer
re - the Kalamazoo cover, Comment by me would be superfluous, I am re-
turning the cover herewith,

I remember a case where a questionable cover was submitted to the
Philatelic Foundation FExpert Committee in January, They did not render a
certificate until the following May,

- I am enclosing three color slides. These prove that the grid on the
stamp is in an entirely different ink than that was used for the postmark
and "10" both in co ition and shade, The ink of the latter was a sticky
mixture and left an outiing around the letterss The ink of the grid was a
thin composition and did not leave any outline.

It is my opinion that this was a stampless cover = sent unpaid, to
which some faker added a 10¢ 1847, which had been used and canceled at New
York City, It is my opinion that the Kalamazoo Post Office never used a -
square grid such as this,

I am charging you for the three slides herewith, I made others but
they have not been processed as yet,

With regards -
Cordially yours,

Enclosed:

3 slides ;
A97 = 35 = 30 = 37
@ $1050 eache



April 5, 1956,

M!‘. CQ C. Hart,
Suite 1020, 922 Walnut St.,
Kansas City 6, Mo,

Dear Mr, Hart:

Re = the enclosed letter about the Kalamazoo cover, I would prefer
that you do not show it to Harmer, but I have no objection if you quote
from it to Harmer and Cole, Nor do I have any objection if you show the
three slides to them,

When I receive a letter, I reply as promptly as possible, I think
plain decency demands an ackffowledgement, Under date of March 12th, I wrote
a very nice letter to Bernard Harmer about your cover. I never received any
acknowledgement whatscever, For this reason I will not write him about the
copy of the letter he sent me,

I intend to write up this cover in my May lst Service and brand it as
a fake and I will emphasize the faet that Harmer refused to make a refund tc
youe Thus buyers should b%vare.

I believe I sent ydu a copy of the letter I sent Harmer dated Mar*’
12th, Who in all the world could have passed on this cover any sooner than
I did? Do you think any of those "Experts" on the P,F. Committee would have
the slightest idea whether this cover was good or bad? :

I tried to save you the cost but it looks like I failed.

With every good wish =

Cordially yours,



Mr, Ezra D, Cole,
Nyack, N.Y.

Dear Ezrat
I suppose by this time you are back home,

Please treat the following as confidential, I made a very exhaustive
study of the 10¢ 18,7 Kalamazoo cover in the Caspary sale that you bought for
Mr, Hart, There is no question but what it is a fake and I advised Mr, Hart
of this facts On March 12th, I wrote Bernard Harmer that I suspected the
stamp was not used on this cover, He never had the decency to reply to my
letter, hence I am not writing him further about the matter, When I receive i
letter I reply as soon as possible, provided the letter is not from some screw-
ball, Mpr, Hart wrote Harmer that I had informed him the cover was a fake amd
that he would return it, I suppose Bernard sent you a copy of his reply to
Mr, Hart,.

It is as plain as day that the ink of the grid is not the same as that of
the Kalamazoo postmark.or the rate marking "10," Incidentally, I did not base
my opinion on the fact that this is the only cover I have ever seen with a 10¢
1847 canceled with a square grid at Kalamazoo, though I consider this a point to
be considered, I furnished Hart with color slides which prove the difference
in the composition of the ink,

I suspected this cover was bad from the time I first saw it but I had to
be careful in voicing an opinion until I was sure of my ground. If it was good
I did not wish to cast any suspicion on it to damage its value, I wrote it up
in my Service for the sole purpose of trying to obtain information, but I ine
serted a notice at the end of the Issue, warning readers that just because I de=
scribed an item in an issue must not be taken for granted that I considered tke
item genuine, I had this cover in mind, I communicated with various authorities
on Michigan postal markings and no one I contacted had any data re = the use at
any time of a square grid at the Kalamazoo post office,

In my opinion this was a stampless cover sent unpaid « h the rate stamp -
to which some erook added a 10¢ 1847 stamp which had previouaﬁ been used and
canceled at New York City - To "paint" the tie was @ very simple matter, This
trick is something that is not new in the faking of covers as you well know, If
this cover was genuiney; the stamp would have shown prepayment and also the rate, so
it would not have been necessary to show the rate by the rate"l0" marking., I am
conscious this point in itself proves little but it is something to consider, Vhat
does prove that the cover is bad is the two inks and their composition, One was a

hick sticky substance used for the postmark and rate mark "10" and is a bright

v o The other, used for the grid was a very thin substance = not stocky or
at ; : ; the other = Further, tests show it is the orance red; the same as used
at New York,

The above is for your information in case you discuss this cover with Harmer,



#2. Mr, Ezra D. Cole - April 6, 1956,

Bloc% and Bueck, but I do not want you to show this letter to them,
Regards,

Yours ete.,



e H-R-HARMER, Inc.

BLazafaasce INTERNATIONAL STAMP AUCTIONEERS HABME RSALEENEWERCER
APPRAISALS FOR SALE, 6 WEST 48TH STREET LEADING AUCTIONEERS oF
FEREMEER IHSURANCE ' RARE POSTAGE STAMPS

— NEW YORK 36, N.Y.
DIRECTORS
H R HARMER B.D.HARMER AUCTIONEERS OF THE
F. T BUCK MARGARET MAHONEY ALSOIAAINEWIBONDISHREETILOND ONIVL PRESIDENT ROOSEVELT ' COLLECTION

AND 2b CASTLEREAGH STREET, SYDNEY, AUSTRALIA
ESTABLISHED OVER 50 YEARS

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook 4th
33 N. Ft, Thomas Avenue April
Ft. Thomas, Kentucky 1956

Dear Stan:

With further reference to your letter of March 12th concerning Lot 152 from
Caspary Sale Two, I was in communication with the Caspary Estate who advised
me that they do not wish to create a precedent by accepting responsibility for
any item which is subsequently turned down where the purchases has not, on his
part, carried out the requirements of Condition of Sale V.

It is of course extremely difficult to express an opinion on the item in question
as one is not so much proving that it is bad but being unable to supply any con-
firmation that it is good. I believe that this is a long time acquisition of Mr,
Caspary's as there appears to be no record of it in any of the big sales that
have taken place in more recent years and if this is correct, it is rather
peculiar that somebody went to the trouble of placing a stamp which is ex-
ctllent on its own behalf on a cover when there was not too much premium
applying to covers back in those days.

With kind regards.
Sincerely yours,
H. R. HARMER, INC,

Bomand .

Director

BDH:E ~ ’

ALL STAMPS ON OUR PREMISES INSURED AGAINST ALL RISKS =+« - =+« + +« EMPLOYEES BONDED
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Mr, Berhard D, Harmer,
6 West hetvh stc’
New York 36, N,Y,

Dear Bernardj

I am in receipt of yours of the 4th, re - the 10¢ 1847, Kalamazoo cover,
There is no question in my opinion that the stamp was not used originally on
this cover., I was suspicious of this cover from the beginning but I had to be
careful of any adverse expression pending my investigation, I purposely gave
this cover a write-up in my March lst Service Issue, hoping I could bring to
light scme facts, but at the end of that Issue I inserted a memo to the effect
that because I discuss an item must not be construed in 21l cases that I con=
sider it genuine,

I made a number of enlerged coler slides of the postmark, the grid on the
stamp and the rate stamp "10" and I believe that it is as plain as day that the
ink of the grid is not the same as that of the Kalamazoo postmark or the rate
marking "10," Incidentally, I did not base my opinion on the fact that this is
the only cover I have ever seen with a 10¢ '47 canceled with a square grid at
Kalamazoo, though I feel sure this is an important point to be considereds I
contacted a number of collectors who are students of Michigan postel moerkings and
not one of them had ever seen a cover showing use at Kalamazoo of a square grid,
However, I certainly did not consider this proof conelusive that the cover was bad,

In my opinion, this was a stampless cover sent unpaid and rated "10" due,
je tlie rate st to which scme crook added a 10¢ 1847 stamp which had pre-
viously been used and canceled at New York City, To "paint" the "tie" was a very
gimple matter, This trick is sorething that is not new in the faking of covers
as you are well aware, I am sure I am,

: If this cover had been genuine, the 10¢ stamp would have shown prepayment
and also the rate, so it would not have been necessary to show the rate by the
rate "10" stamper, I am conscious that this point in itself proves little but
it is something to consider, In my opinion, what does prove that the cover is
not genuine is the difference in the two inks, both in composition and color, The
ink of the postmark and "10" was a thick sticky substance, and was a bright
Yermillion., The other ink used for the square grid was a thin substance - not
sticky or at all like the other, Further, my tests show that the ink used on the
10¢ stamp is grange red, the same as used at New York,

Because I purposely gave the impression in my March Service Issue t'at the
cover was not questioned, I will have to give the facts as I see them unless there
is an objection on the part of Mr, Hart or you, If so, I will delay such a write-
up until later,

It is my opinion, that the Caspary Lstate should refund to Mr, Hart the pur-
chase price of this cover. I believe that they are honor-bound to do so, I am



#2, Mr, Bernard D, Harmer, Spril 7, 1956,

not of the opinicn that the buyer of an expensive item should be the one to
prove beyond a question of a doubt that the item he purchased is genuine, That
should be up to the seller and I believe that any Court of law would take this
view, Further, I wonder if an auction firm or its prineipal could name rules
regarding an auction sale that would be contrary to law? I réfer to the rule
you published, viz: "provided that such ¢laim is received by H, R, Hermer, Ine,

i a iod of twentyeone days f the date of auction." It is not
always possible for an expert or an expert committee to give an opinion within
that length of time., I remember a questi nable cover that was submitted to the
Philatelic Foundation Expert Committee some years ago in January and they did
not give an opiniocn until the following May,

If the Caspary FEstate refuses to make a refund to Mr, Hart, I believe a very
: V‘-—had\%precedenb will be set, I cannot believe that they will do such a thing,

With regards =
Cordially yours,

Copy to
C.C Hart
Ezra Cole

E oC . !(Vu‘i
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KANSAS CITY 6, MISSOURI

April 6, 1956

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook
Box 31

33 North Fort Thomas Avenue
Fort Thomas, Kentucky

Dear Mr. Ashbrook:
The Jackson, Mississippi and Kalamazoo covers have been received.

Re Kalamazoo: I do not intend to go into this further until I see Ezra
in New York and talk with him. I'm glad you are going to write up this
cover in your May issue of Special Service and I'm so angry now, I wish
you would do the same in a widely c1§culated stamp magazine stressing
Ex-Caspary, a fake, - Harmer refuses a refund - buyers beware. However,
it might hurt future sale prices and result in eliminating the very
slight chance that philately might benefit from the Caspary estate. I
wonder what the P. F. would say if the cover were submitted to them.
I'm tempted to do so, but won't.

Re Jackson. Miss: H. R. Harmer sale April llth, Lot 395 is a Jackson
Miss. The stamp does not look tied. However, same grid as on mine,
also in red. If it has a year date, would you opinionize favorably?
I'm wiring Harmer for year date, if any, on both lots 395 and 396.

Sorry to send this special delivery but maybe I can have your answer by
Monday. I hope your sleep is not disturbed.

S:'ane-r71/4/ /&f&

C. C. Hart
CCH/hh

P.S. I'm seriously considering exhibiting the Kalamazoo at the Fipex as
a Michigan cover. I think it might be of interest to collectors
because of your findings.

P.S. (2) Jackson received 400 10¢ October 17, 1847 and 40O more '50-151.
Qoo Applio 27225 54,

C.C IH‘



April 79 19560

Mr, C, C. Hert,
Suite 1020, 922 Valnut St.,
Kansas City 6, Mo,

Dear Mr, Hart:
I am just in receipt of your Air Special of yesterday,

Re = the Kalamagzoo - what we want to do is to get your money back
so I suggest that you return the cover to Bernard Harmer, together with the
three slides that I sent you as soon as possible., I believe I can persuade
him to refund to you the purchase price, It would not be possible for
Ezra to do anything in my opinion, We must work direct with Bernmard, I do
not think he can afford to refuse my advice in this matter, Please don't
submit the cover to the P,F, I wonder what I could do or say to convince you
that an opinion by that group is not worth the paper used,

I noticed Lot 395 in the H.R,Harmer sale of Apr. llth, I would have
to darefully examine this cover before I could express an opinion, Year use
and nature of the "tlie" would be important factors of course,

With every good wish =

Cordially yours,



Am’il 7. 1956-

Mr. Ce Co Hark,
Suite 1020, 922 Walmit Ste,
; Kansas City 6, Mo,

Dear Mr, Hart:

_ I had a letter today from Bermard Harmer re-
garding my letter to him of March 12the I thought

you would be interested in my reply.

. my éli&es « such as the three I sent you =
fail to convince them the cover is bad, then there
could only be one conclusion, viz.; they do not wish

to be convinced.
. I believe I will get you a refund,
Rogafds. v
Cordially yours,



Aprﬂ. 7‘ 1956.

Yy, Ezra D. Cole,
Nyack, N,Y.

Dear Ezras

At long last I had a letter from Bernard
relative to the letter I wrote him March 12th,
I enclose herewith a copy of my reply.

Yours etec.,



April 7, 1956,
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is an objection on the part
up until later,

Because 1 purposely

cover was not questioned,
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I the Caspary I'state refuses to mke a refund to lir, Harty; I believe & very
. bad precedent will be set, I canmot believe that they will do such a thing,

With M!‘dl -

Cadiauy.ycnn,

Copy to
Colgliart

Eera Cole
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Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook 17th
33 N, Ft. Thomas Avenue April
Ft. Thomas, Kentucky 1956

Dear Stan:

This acknowledges with thanks your letter of April 7th regarding the Kalamazoo
cover,

Whilst obviously the possibility that the cover is not genuine exists, I do not feel
that the arguments against it are sufficient to definitely state that it is bad. Is
there absolute proof that

1. Kalamazoo did not have a square grid?

2. Lockport did not have a square grid?

3. For some peculiar reason the cover travelled uncancelled via New York
where it was cancelled and thence to Loockport?

I think it is agreed that Postmasters were instructed that in any instance where
a cover arrived with a stamp uncancelled they were to cancel it,officially by a
pen-cancellation, but actually often by any grid or postmark that was handy.

Quite obviously you are at liberty to write in your Special Service your views on
the cover but if you state that the item is definitely bad and I am able to get a
satisfactory opinion to the contrary, an awkward position can arise,

Dealing with the responsibility of the Caspary Estate in connection with this item,
I think you are wrong in assuming that they are honor-bound to refund., They have
instructed me to sell certain stamps and I have agreed to sell these stamps under
the conditions of sale which are printed in each catalogue. Any purchaser who
wishes to buy these stamps must obviously buy these under the same conditions
of sale and must accept these conditions of sale as being fair and reasonable to
all parties., Mr. Cole is of course aware that on occasions it is impossible to ob- :
tain an opinion within 21 days of an auction and it is general knowledge that this

EMPLOYEES BONDED



H+R:HARMER, Inc. -2~ Mr. S. B. Ashbrook

period is extended where we have been advised that an opinion is being ob-
tained but it is not received by this time. On numerous occasions we have
held up payments to a vendor for several months awaiting the final decision
on an item and no harm has come from this as no payment has been made to
the vendor.

In this instance however I received no advice from Mr, Cole, no adviee from
Mr, Hart and no advice from you until sometime after the Estate had been paid.

This is unfortunate but under the conditions of sale no responsibility can be
attached to the Estate and nor do I feel can any responsibility be attached to
ourselves as this is an extremely difficult item and there is no question of
carelessness or lack of judgment on our part. We have exercised, we feel,
throughout the Caspary and in fact all our sales, reasonable care and attention
in describing of items and we believe that that is as far as our moral and legal
obligation requires us to go.

As an aside I would point out that in the fine art field items are sold "as is' and
the moment the hammer is knocked down the purchaser is responsible for the
lot, irrespective of whether it is genuine or a rank forgery. In the absence of
any law suits against such outfits as Parke-Bernet Galleries, who are not in-
vincible in knowledge, quite obviously even their stringent terms would stand

up in a court of law, Much more so therefore would ours where reasonable time
is given to purchasers to make whatever checks they wish to make,

Concerning your final paragraph, the refusal of the Estate to make a refund is

not setting a precedent but continuing a normal procedure, If they had decided

to make a refund this would set a precedent which could get them into the
ridiculous position where, after the complete Estate had been closed and all funds
passed to charity, claims could be made against it with no monies available to
pay these claims. This is a position that the Caspary Estate, and in fact no
Estate, can possibly get into and as invariably Estates are sold through auction,
obviously in the past this position has not occurred.

Sincerely yours,
H, R, HARMER, INC,
Director —

BDH:E

GC: Mr., €, C. Hart
Mr, Ezra D. Cole
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SUITE 1020 COMMERCE BLDG. 922 WALNUT ST.
KANSAS CITY 6, MISSOURI

May 2, 1956

Mr, Stanley B, Ashbrook

33 M. Fort Thomas Street

Fort Thomas, Kentucky

Dear Mr. Ashbrook:

Enclosed, find a letter from Bernard Harmer, concerning Lot 152 from
the Caspary sale., Apparently, he did not send you a copy of this
letter and after you have read it, I'd appreciate your returning it
to me,.

I leave, tomorrow afternoon, for New York and will be gone a week,

Yours t /

C. C. Hart
CCH:ER

Enc,



Mr., C., C, Hart 30th
Suite 1020 Commerce Building April
922 Walnut Street 1956
Kansas City 6, Missouri

Dear Mr, Hart:

This acknowledges vour letter of April 16th and the return of Lot 152 from
the Caspary sale of January 16-18,

As T believe I previously advised Stanley Ashbrook, I had already been in touch
with the Executors and they have advised me verbally that they wish to adhere

to the conditions of sale which they consider fair to all parties and that they do
not wish to be obligated ad infinitum for items sold in the Caspary sales.

I am however writing a further letter to the Estate and I enclose a copy of it
herewith,

Very truly yours,
H. R, HARMER, INC.
(signed) B.D.Harmer
Director
BDH:E
Enclosure

CC: Mr, Ezra Cole



Mr, George Murnane

% Cleary, Gottlieb, Friendly & Hamilton 30th
52 Wall Street April
New York, N.Y. 1956

Dear Mr, Murnane:

Lot 152 from the Caspary sale Two of January 16/17/18 which sold for $420
has been returned to me by the party for whom an agent purchased it with a
statement that Mr, Stanley B, Ashbrook, a recognized expert, considers that
the letter is not genuine,

The stamp is perfectly genuine but the 6pinion is that it did not originate on
the cover to which it is now attached and that the postmark "tying" the stamp
to the cover is fraudulent,

The parties involved did not apply for any extension of time to obtain such an
opinion and of course in view of this the stamp was considered as sold firm

and the Estate was paid one month after the auction, Subsequently corres-
pondence took place between Mr, Ashbrook and myself and the owner, Mr, C, C,
Hart and myself and on April 16th the cover was finally returned. At

the beginning of this correspondence I raised with Mr, Ward of Cleary, Gottlieb,
Friendly and Hamilton the cuestion of whether in this instance the Estate wished
to cancel the sale subject to sufficient confirmation that the item was not
genuine and I was advised verbally by Mr, Ward that it was not their desire to
so do,

I would now appreciate further confirmation to this oguestion and a written reply
so that T have on record the exact views of the Estate in this matter and pre-
sumably any further instances that might occur as the sales progress,

Sincerely,

H. R. HARMER, INC,

Director

BDH: E



May L, 1956,

Mr, Bernard D; Harmer,
6 West 48th Street,
New York 36, N,Y,

Dear Bernerds

Please pardon this tardy acknowledgement of yours of recent
date re =« the 10¢ 18,7 cover, Lot 152 in the Jamuery Caspary
sale,

I helieve that the attormeys for the Caspary Estate are all
men of very high calibre and I feel sure that if they were as~
sured that by no possible chance can that cover be genuine that
they would not wish to aceept Mr, Hart's money, I also feel that
if you edvised them to make the refund that they would not refuse
your recuest, ’

Mr, Hart is a great friend of mine and a gentlemen, In ad-
dition he is a very ardent and enthusiastic collector and student,
For the mere trifling sum of some four hundred dollars I would ree
gret to see any sour feeling creep in in his collecting activities,
I am sure that you will do your best to have the matter satisfactorily
adjusted because I believe that you are that sort of a fellow,

With every good wish =
Cordial]y yoursy



e H-R-HARMER, I~c.

Fl2h pes e INTERNATIONAL STAMP AUCTIONEERS

APPRAISALS FOR SALE,
PROBATE & INSURANCE 6 WEST 48TH STREET

DIREC_TORS NEW YORK 36, N.Y.

F.T.BUCK MARGARET MAHONEY

ALSO AT 41 NEW BOND STREET, LONDON, W. .
AND 2b CASTLEREAGH STREET, SYDNEY, AUSTRALIA

ESTABLISHED OVER 50 YEARS

Mr, Stanley B. Ashbrook
P, O, Box 31
Fort Thomas, Kentucky

Dear Mr. Ashbrook:

CABLES
HARMERSALE,NEW YORK

LEADING AUCTIONEERS oF
RARE POSTAGE STAMPS

AUCTIONEERS OF THE
PRESIDENT ROOSEVELT COLLECTION

14th
May
1956

Many thanks for your letter of May 4th addressed to Bernard, who is
away from the bffice for a few days and not expected back actually un-

til the latter part of this week.

I feel that this is a letter that he should reply to personally and there-
fore would ask you to be kind enough to await his return for an answer,

With best wishes,

Sincerely yours,

H, R. HARMER, INC,

o 7/954

Director

FTB:E

ALL STAMPS ON OUR PREMISES INSURED AGAINST ALL RISKS

EMPLOYEES BONDED



Jan. 8, 1956.

Mr, Karl Jaeger,
2106 Ellington Road,
Columbus 12, Chio,

Dear Karl:

Re = your cover with the L4¢ rate and U, S, credit of 34¢.
I rather imagine this was a 2 x 22¢ rate by Bremen or Hamburg
steamer, and that the U, S, share was 5¢ per single rate = thus
Us Ss 10¢ plus the 2 x 17¢ credit made the L4¢ charge. I note
thet a rate of 22¢ per % ounce by "Bremen or Hamburg mail"
applied to the following eities and countbies in 1857-1858 -

To Altona

" Baden

" Frankfort

" Saxe-Coburg

"  Wurtenburg

" The Two Sicilies

H

neglected fo make a photograph of your cover Saturday, so
if it is not too much trouble will you send it down to me at my
expense and I will return it without any delay.

Sincerely yours,

P,Se=-As I mentioned, the 34¢ credit marking on this cover
is most unusual and apparently I have no previous recofd of it,
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RECEIPT FOR CERTIFIED MAIL—15¢

SENT TO

ovl Jaeqer—

STREET AND NO. 1 s

-

If you want a 7¢ shows 31¢ showg/to whonhy,

return receipt, to whom when, and address ':1 -

check which and when where delivered
delivered

POSTMARK
OR DATE

POD Form 3800
Apr. 1955




1. Stick postage stamps to your letter to pay:

15-cent certified mail fee

First-class or airmail postage

Either return receipt fee (optional)
Special-delivery fee (optional)

2. If you want this receipt postmarked, stick the gummed stub
ofi the address side of the letter, leaving the receipt attached,
and present the letter to a postal employee.

3. If you do not want this receipt postmarked, stick the
gurqmed stub on the address side of the letter, detach and

‘»retain the receipt, and mail the letter.
4. If you want a return receipt, write the certified-mail number
‘and your name and address on a return receipt card and at-
' tach it to the back of the letter.
5. Save this receipt and present it if you make inquiry.
* U. S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE : 1955 16—71547-1



April 3, 19560

Mr, Karl Jaeger,
2106 Ellington Road,
Columbus 12, Ohio.

Dear Karl:

I am in receipt of your registered package of the 31lst, I
would like very much to go over all the covers in this collec=-
tion and give you an explanation but I simply haven't the time,
To do such a bit of work would be virtually the same as authen-
ticating covers and for such I charge a fee of $3.50 to ©5,00 and
up fer cover, depending on the value of same, I believe that
my OK on a cover adds more value to the item than I charge, hence
the fée, If you want me to go ahead with this work I could only
agree to do it as time would permit, that is, a certain amount
of covers each week, You can advise,

Herewith I am returning the LL¢ rate cover to Germany by
Hamburg Packet, This was a double 22¢ rate to a town by the
name of "SCHWALENBERG" in the small principality of "LIPPE" -
sometimes called, "LIPPE-DETMOLD" = in northwestern Germany., It
was one of the German States, The 1859 quotes this rate as

follows:
"German States - By Bremen
or }{mm.g I'Iaﬂ- ®@0ecoevvonosee 22¢ pa‘ % OZ."

The New York "foreign postmark" shows a credit of "34" or 34¢.
This was 2 x 17¢. The single "17" was a credit to Hamburg plus
carriage beyond to Lippe, I am not cuite sure but I believe it
was 10¢ plus 7¢ = or on each 22¢ single = 10¢ to Hamburg plus 7¢
to Lippe, leaving the U, S, 5¢ per single, mail conveyed by

a Hamburg mail ship, I had no previous recofd of this New York
marking and only one record of a cover showing the 22¢ rate, I
believe such scarcity of covers is due to the fact that the great
majority of mail to the Gewman States at that time was sent by
"Prussian Closed Mail" at a rate of 30¢ per % oz, There were two
sailings per week by that route, The above bears out the data
given you in my letter of Jan. 8th last,

~ With best wishes = Sincerely yours,



April 5, 1956,

Mr, C, C. Hart,
Suite 1020, 922 Walmut St.,
Kansas City 6, Mo.
Dear Mr, Hart:

Herewith the 10¢ 1847 cover with postmark of

Jackson, Miss. to New Orleanss I regret that I

cannot authenticate this for you, because there is
no evidence whatsoever (in my opinion), that this
10¢ stamp was actually used on this covers I sup-
pose it is possible that it was, because the letter
was prepaid by a stamp, but there is no evidence of

year usey, as the folded letter has been torn in such

a way as to destroy such evidence, One wonders if
this cover had a 3¢ '51 or even a 3¢ Y57 and such a
stanp was removed and this 10¢ stamp substituted,
It is true that the ink of the grid resembles that
of the postmark but this is very slight evidence on
which to base an opinion,

Were aw 1847 stamps‘sent to Jackson, Miss,?
With regards = :
Cordidlly yours,
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April B, 1956.

e 4 o T AT |

Mrs. C. Dora J, Hanus, :
R. D. {/l’ 9
Berwick, Pa. V\

Dear Mrs, Hanus:

AL DELIVERY

Your Air Registered arrived late this afternoon but I will not be able to
register this cover back toyou before Friday morning,

A
s o ST N s a3 3

"
b
¥

I have known of these Bison covers for some ten years, I made quite an %y
investigation of them in years that followed and while nobody seems to know why X

the marking is on such covers, all students of "Westerns" that I have contacted -
are of the opinion that the Bison marking has no postal = gnificance, &

2
— oty ’11“
h..‘yo‘ 7=
PPN < BSOS S

Ror example, the Bison is known only on covers addressed to members of the R W
Price family of East Chester = Westchester Co., New York and on covers prineipally
from Yreka, Calif, Covers of the same period in 1857 and 1858 are known addressed
to other people and places but none have the Bison, I think this is rather sig-
nificant and indicates that the marking was not applied at the Yreka Post Office.

{
!

I am enclosing a photo of one of the Price covers with a 10¢ 1857 used in

1857. I also have a photo of your cover that I made nine or ten years ago. I also
enclose a photo of a folded letter addressed to "J, G, Bennett" (James Gordon
Bennett) of the New York Herald. This was dated in 1850 and was from "Joseph W,
Ie%o_r_x", the founder of Gregory's Express, Here we have a strike on a letter of

50 and on a number of other covers used seven or eight years later, This led me
to conclude that the Bison was not applied at sources in California but probably
by someone connected with the Price family at East Chester. I got in touch with
the New York dealer who purchased the "find" from a member of the Price family
about ten to twelve years ago, He had no explanation for the presence ofthe
"Bison" on the correspondence and the person who sold him the "old covers" knew

nothing about it, All the "Yreka" covers addressed to "Mrsd Price" id not have
the Bison. 2

Re -~ the "J, G, Bennett" cover, I was informed that Mr, Bermett was connected
with the Price family and that there were other covers addressed to him in the
Price family correppondence, If you bought this cover because of the Bison flariting
you made a mistake in my humble opinion,

Re = the cover itself, The stamps are the 5¢ 1857, Type I Henna, but what I
call an intermediate shade, that is, about 40% red brown and 607 Henna or Indian Red,
In other words, a Henna shade but not a fine example of that beautiful color, If
you have a typical Red Brown, lay one of these four stamps alonrside of the red
brown and you will note the difference, the two pairs being more Iridian, I wonder
sopetimes if the Red Brown should not be called "Reddish Brown" and the Henna =
_B_%. This cover rare because it has two vertical pairs of the Herma to
pay doul or 2 x 10¢ rate from California in 1857, A vertical pair of the Henna
is rare on cover - two pairs on one cover is even more so, Please return to me the



#2, Mrs. C., Dora J, Hanus = April 5, 1956,

two photo prints herewith as I lifted them from my reference files,

I am charging you a fee of $5.,00 for authenticating the within cover,
also return postage of $1.27, I believe there was due to me for return
postage of L46¢ on March 3rd, This makes a total of $6,73. I hand you
herewith 27¢ to make up the $7.00 check that you sent to me,

If you would like to have a photo of your cover I can supply a print
at $2,00 or a color slide @ $1,50,

I note you receilved a ecertificate from the A,P,S. Fxpert Comittee,
stating your stamp was the #57.

I almost overlooked your last query re — your cover, This letter travelgd
the "Oe Mail Route" via Panama, From Yreka Via stage to San Francisco = by
steamer to Panamas City = by rail across the Isthmus - by steamer to New York City,
ete, May I inquire if you have a copy of my two-volume book on the U, S, One
Cent 1851=57? This contains data that would prove very valuable to you.

My kindest regards -

Sinecerely yours,
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Stick postage stamps to your letter to pay:
15-cent certified mail fee
First-class or airmail postage
Either return receipt fee (optional)
Special-delivery fee (optional)

. If you want this receipt postmarked, stick the gummed stub

on the address side of the letter, leaving the receipt attached,
and present the letter to a postal employee.

If you do not want this receipt postmarked, stick the
gummed stub on the address side of the letter, detach and
retain the receipt, and mail the letter.

If you want a return receipt, write the certified-mail number

‘and your name and address on a return receipt card and at-

tach it to the back of the letter.

. Save this receipt and present it if you make inquiry.

ﬁ U. 5. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE : 1958 16—71547-1



April 6, 1956.

Mr, Ralph Hoffman,
L39 Race stog
Cincinnati 2, Ohlo,

Dear Ralph: '
Herewith the two covers as per yours of the 5th.

Re = the cover to France, The strip of three is the U. S, 5¢ 1857,
Type I = %%m s.ﬁ.s. 7 g. The folded letter was from New Orleans,
Jue ? 1858, forwarded to New York and from there by American Packet direct
to Havre, France. From New York on Saturday, June 26, 1858, This was a
letter that did not weigh over + ounce, The New York marking is what is
known as the New York Fore Mail, It has PAID at the top and "3" at the
bottom, This "3" was the U, S. credit to France of 3¢ under the U.S5, =
French postal treaty of 1857, It was credit to France for her "internal"
postage rom Havre to French destination, There is a French postmark on
face in purple which is known as a French receiving mark, It reads;
"ET. UNIS, SERV. AM, D." - date in center and at bottom "Havre" « which
meant "From the U, S, by American Packet into Havre, The letter such as
"D" following the "AM" indicated the ppsbal clerk handling this letter,
French back stamps indicated route to destination, The cover is gemuine in
all respects, '

Re = the 2¢ New Orleans. The stamp is a counterfeit and, of course,'
the New Orleans postmark is fraudulent,

Inform your client that the above data is with my compliments and
that there is no fee.

With every good wish =

Cordially yours,




TELEPHONE LONGACRE 3-1000

Hek /\/WM@«J«W

TRHMRTY-F O R TH STREEBET AT EIGH T H “ANVSEIN UIE = NEW YORIK 1, N Y

TELETYPE: N. Y. 1-1384

March 27, 1956.
Dear Stan:

At Bob Siegel's last Sale, March 22, 1956, I purchased Lot 114
illustrated opposite page 12 in the auction catalogue. This

cover has your signature on the back so I know, tha jou nave
seen it. This is a beautiful cover. WF owVi{ wilh3 N{lfw o Mousois

Bob forwarded me the writeup of the previous owner from which
I quote "This cover was mailed in 1862, at which time the
rate to Germany via 'Prussian Closed ¥Mail' was 28 cents if
prepaid and 30 cents if unpaid. This particular rate hhd
become effective October 1, 1l86l1",

My question Why did the former owner place the year of use
as 1862 instead of 1861%? There are no yeardate markings any-
where on the cover. In the illustration you can plainly see
all marks on the face of the cover. On the reverse is one
mark in black " AusC N &8 11 12", I take these numecrals
to indicate Dec 11 which isn't unreasonable as a receiving
date.

The sailing date Nov 1 is good for either 1861 or 1862. What
was the date the sailings were changed fpom 1,11,21 to 3, 13,
23%

Certainly as of November 1, 1861 these 10¢ envelopes and 10¢
stamps were available on the Pacific coast. Does it not seem
more likely that the mistaken rate would be made one month

after a new rate’ln effect rather than 11 months afterwards?

Where was Tauer in Germany?
I also bought Lots 167 and 176. On Lot 167 there is no postal
mark indicating a town of origin. Are the heavy black crosses

a mark of a particular town such as Yokehama? The pair of 5s
on 176 are abeautiful color.

If it is more convenient write your reply on the bottom or
reverse of this letter and return. Thanks for your help.

Sincerely,

i

AT AN U LTI O AN HEROMET E s S

729 quwec




S.eqe/ Sale
As I looked at Lot 120 the marking looked familiar. I hunted
up a cover with 5 and 10¢ '57 posted Sept 14, 1859 sent
per Africa with the same New York "6" and "16" anc Short Paid",
Why "Short Paidh"?

I also have a cover with 5 and 10¢ '57 posted New York Oct 1860
per Arabia which has a red "New York Paid 12" and a large
P. D. in heavy rectangle. Is this the correct rating? and
did the New York postal employee use the wrong handstamp
when he used the black "e"? Incidentally all these covers
are to France.

I also find a Caspary item Lot 718 which has a New York m3am
mark similar to illustrated Lot 692. My cover has a Feb N. Y.
date in 186l. Can you straighten me out as to the differences?



= o

" Mr. J. David Baker,

3909 North Delaware St.,
Indianapolis, Ind,

; Dear Dave:

Replying to yours of the Z%hﬁ

Re = Lot 11k - Siegel sale of March 22nd last. I seer to recall that
cover and ny memory serves me correct, it was a Harold Stark cover, It is

not really important whether 28¢ or 30¢ was paid as after the "28¢ prevaid"

became effective, some people went right on paying the old 30¢, % Prussian

Closed Mail, What is odd about this cover is why 40¢. It is my reecollection

that the writer was under the impression that the rate was 10¢ from the West Coast
to New York and 30¢ from New York to Germany, I seem to have a faint recollection
that this was a Stark cover that I sold to Lehman who in turn sold it to Jaeck
Bick, I suppose you know that the material in this sale belonged to Jack Dick.,

If you will send the cover to me, I may find evidence that will give me a lead to-
determine if it was a Stark cover and for whom I authenticated it and when, I have
no record of a town by the name of TAUER, nor any town that seems to fit that
gpelling, I note the New York postmark has a "7" credit. This meant that the
correct rate was 30¢ or 28¢, hence there was an overpayment and as stated above
the writer must have had the impression the rate was 30¢ from New York or 40¢ from

California ®

fie = Lot 16E. I have no recollection of this cover and I am not familiar
with the cross marks on the 10¢ stamps. The cover may be OK but I advi e you to .
gend it to me, I judge my name is not on the back, ;

‘ fe = lot 176 = Fumy thing about this. I had & letter from Krug stating he
got Lot 176, He must have typed the wrong lot number,

Lot 120 = also odd., Krug wrote me that he bought this cover, I lmow
all about this cover as it came up several years ago (perhsps more) in a sale by a

typ(?) outfit in New York by the name of the United Stamp Co., a2s I recall, The
writer thought the letter (to France) was not over % ounce, hence only required
15¢ = but the New York Post Office found it was a double, is , over % oz « not
over 3 oz, = hence stamped it as "S Paid" (as per a treaty provision) = and
rated the letter as entirely unpaid 30¢ due in France, thus France merked it
with "16" or 16 decimes due = approxe 30¢, The New York p.m. is in black « 2 debit
marking = a debit of 6¢ to France for 2 x 3¢, the U, S, Internal, on an v b
letter, Fates had to be wholly paid, No partial payments were permitted, It was
all or none, Your query was this the correct postmark? The answer is yes.

Re = your cover of Oct, 1860 with a 5¢ and 10¢ 1857, Yes, the rating is
correct, The "12" in the postmork is the U, S, credit to France of 12¢, Our share
of this rate wss only 3¢, It was a letter of not over # oz, This because the
letter was conveyed from the U, 5, frontier at the expense of France, either by

"Ep Pig" or "Epench T, "

Re = Lot 718 in the Caspary sale, The "3" credit indicates that this letter
was conveyed to France by an "Amer Pkt" or at the expense of the U,S, P,0,D., hence

‘on this # ounce letter our share was 12¢ per # ounce and 3¢ was the French share,
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SALES OFFICES IN PRINCIPAL CITIES
FORTY-NINE WEST TWENTY-THIRD STREET +« NEW YORK 10, N. Y,
CABLE ADDRESS, CHAPANTS, N. Y.

April 2nd, 1956

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook
33 N, Ft. Thomas Avenue
Fort Thomas, Ky.

Dear Stan,

I am enclosing herein a cover of a vertical strip of three from plate 12,
types I, II, B# T According to your book this can only occur on positions
61-71-811.12, However, the vertical spacing between the two rows appears
to me to be narrower than that of the first and second rows of the left
pane of plate 12,

Is it possible that this is 62-72-821L12? The notations on the back of the
cover are mine.

This appears to be a use in the Confederacy. However, I don't understand
how the notations across the envelope got under the stamps. Would appreciate
your comment,

Kindest regards.
Sincerely,
MORTIMER L, NEINKEN

MLN:HL
ENC,



N¢ 511369

RECEIPT FOR CERTIFIED MAIL—15¢
SENT TO

Mr. MORTIMER L. NEINKEN
sTreeT ANy, WEST 23rd. S .
NEW YORK 1o,

CITY AND STATE

N. Y.

If you want a 7¢ shows 31¢ shows to whom, .V |
return receipt, to whom when, and address 3 |
check which and when where delivered

delivered

POD Form 3800
Apr. 1955



4.

5.

. Stick postage stamps to your letter to pay:

15-cent certified mail fee

First-class or airmail postage

Either return receipt fee (optional)
Special-delivery fee (optional)

. If you want this receipt postmarked, stick the gummed stub

on the address side of the letter, leaving the receipt attached,
and present the letter to a postal employee.

If you do not want this receipt postmarked, stick the
gummed stub on the address side of the letter, detach and
retain the receipt, and mail the letter.

If you want a return receipt, write the certified-mail number

‘and your name and address on a return receipt card and at-

tach it to the back of the letter.
Save this receipt and present it if you make inquiry.
* U. S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE : 1955 16—71547-1



Apr:lJ. 58 19560

Mr, Mortimer L. Neinken,
49 West 23rd St.,
New York 10, N,Y,

Dear Mort: _ {

Herewith the 1¢ 1857 Plate l12gBover as per yours of the 2ndes
This is come cover}il I can assure gou thot it is 6LIY2 « 71112 =
and as you know, to obtain a vertical of these tyres, the strip has to
come from but one place on the plate. This strip has to be these posi-
tions, It is my guess that this strip is unicue because there are come
paratively few Flate 12 covers-in collections,

I enclose a HoS, of 3 = imprint position 4112 ete, priced @ £50,00 =
also a photo of 51L12 ~ 52 - 53 which plea~e return, You will note that
the spacing on your strip is correct,

What a town - "Speiirts Turnout = Ga," =« I made a notation that this
town(?) is in Jefferson Co,, Ga, I wonder if another cover exists showing
this postmark? Yes, t'is date is Merch 29, 1861, Georgia seceded on Jane
1¢, 1861 and joined the Confederacy on Febs L4, 1261, The state considered
itself out of the Union but the Washinston Govermment never took that view.
U, €, stamps were in use in the seceded states until June 1, 1861,

The writing at the left end is up to the strip but there is no
writing under'the strip, This letter was apparently from Louiasville which
is also in Jefferson Co, but mailed at Speir's Turnout,.
- A most interesting cover,
With regards = -

Cordially yours,

Enclosed:

Your cover

- HeS. of 3 = plate 12 Imprint -~ Price £50,00
Photo 51112 = 52 -~ 53 ~ to be returned,
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SALES OFFICES IN PRINCIPAL CITIES
FORTY-NINE WEST TWENTY-THIRD STREET <+« NEW YORK 10, N. Y.
CABLE ADDRESS, CHAPANTS, N. Y.

April 13th, 1956

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook
33 N, Ft. Thomas Avenue
Fort Thomas, Kentucky

Dear Stan,

I am enclosing herein check for $50. 00 to pay for the strip of 3 from plate 12 which
you sent me. I haven't had a chance to check this further, but I have a block, 11-12,
21-22 LI12 with full sheet margin, and it seems to me that the spacing on this block
was much narrower than the spacing on the cover, Incidentally, in the same purchase
with the Spiers Turnout, Ga., there was a cover with a strip of 3 type 5 stamps with
the manuscnpt cancellation Cotile, La. , dated May 31st, 1861,

AT R AN Ay

srpp e L"ls..‘

P
B T

B e ‘
& I read your art1c1e with interest, and of course it is a good artmle, and presents the ‘g
facts in such a way that a good collector should certainly understand it. However, I !
disagree with you absolutely on the very last paragraph of the article. I believe that
stamps from plate 6 were issued to the public. /
A 011 WAL AT SIS A
May point out that the platmg on plates 8, 9 and 10 of course are complete. On plate 7
the only missing positions are 12R7 (although I think I have a record of this position)
and 36, 44, 59, 79, 84, 89 L7. I have two "E'" relief stamps, one of which is un-
doubtedly 84 and the other 89, but I don't know which is which.

HT N o e v I

We believe that if plate 6 was issued, the stamps were all type 5. As to the left pane

of plate 5 in the six rows in which we have the type 5 positions, the plating is now all
complete, the last position which was plated was 23L5, Therefore, any horizontal pair
or strip that cannot be plated into the plates mentioned above must come from another
plate., I have at least three horizontal pairs, and perhaps more, which neither Morris
or I can plate into any of the above plates. I also have one top row single which neither
Morris or I can plate, as it has a definite plating mark. Therefore, it is my contention
that these pairs which we cannot plate must come from plate 6.

So far I have been unable to form any kind of reconstruction. I am hoping that some
day I will have some luck., I shall advise you further of any progress I make in this
matter.
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SALES OFFICES IN PRINCIPAL CITIES
FORTY-NINE WEST TWENTY-THIRD STREET + NEW YORK 10, N. Y.
CABLE ADDRESS, CHAPANTS, N. Y.

" -

I am herein enclosing the cover with the six singles from plate 2 including 99R2 perf{,
also the block of four from plate 3. I would ask you as a special favor to see that I
get these back promptly, as the block of 4 has already been mounted in the collection,
and I also want to mount the cover before FIPEX. Do you think you could possibly fix
up the cover a little bit? I don't think the envelope should be reduced in size, because
in my opinion this would spoil the cover altogether,

I am also enclosing herein a 5¢ 1857. What would you call this shade? Do you think
this stamp is worth $31.00?

I am registering the enclosed for $500,00. I feel it is worth a good deal more. Would
ask you to register the material for the same amount when you return it to me,

Kindest regards,
Sincerély,

Tha T
MORTIMER L, NEINKEN

MLN:HL
ENC.

P.S., I paid $75.00 for the 99R2 cover and $60. 00 for the block.



April 17, 1956.

Mr, Mortimer L, Neinken,
49 West 23rd St.,
New York 10’ N.Y.

Dear Mort: A

Yours of the 13th, Herewith I am returning the 1¢ '51 Plate 3 block, the
99R2 cover and the 5¢ 1857. Here are some remarkst

5¢ 1857 = P o This is the Indian Red or what the S, U, S, calls the
Henna, Se Clark changed the name from the former to the latter and I
thought she should not have done so, She was one of those bossy females who
thought she knew all the answers, Your copy is an exceedingly good example of
this color, There is the real red brown - and also the real Indian Red - and
there are in between shades, Your copy is not one of the latter but an excellent
example, I certainly do think it is worth $31,00 or more.

1l = Plate 3, I have been so busy I have not had time to check the
plating but feel sure it is okay. I will do so later. Has Morris seen this block?
I made a photograph and will send prints to you both later,

FRz. I would not exhibit this in this shape. I do not think a rare stamp
on such a poor cover is at all attractive, If I ownkd this cover, I would remove
the 99R2 and exhibit it as a single of a yery rare stamp, In the shape it is at
present it would appear very little different from the other five copies. Too bad
these came from different positions, too bad they were not a bloek of six or even
four, I did not make a photo of the cover but merely the two stamps 90R2 and 99R2,

Re = my article in STAMPS, In my remarks about no stamps from Plate 6 I
was influenced to the opinion of Morris, and by the fact that I had no evidence
whatsoever that any stamps were ever issued from this plate, We have seen records
of imprints from all the other plates but no Plate 6 imprint, No center lines
copies, If there are stamps that Morris or you have not been able to plate, it is
my opinion that they are stamps from some of the plates 5, 7, &, 9 or 10, rather
than Plate 6, In time they will be plated, This I feel quite certain, I gave a
lot of thought to the subject -~ no Plate 6, and I ecame to the final conclusion that
Morris was right, I have no regret for what I stated in my article and if I had
to write that part over today I would not change a word of it.

Re = your cover with the three Type V stamps used from Cotile, La, on Mz
p ¥ Morb, this is sure a nice item, As you know, the C,5.4, P,0,D, took over on
861, so your cover is a last day., Will you please send it to me so I can
phobo it? I would like to show prints to MacBride and Weatherly. Any objection?

Thanks very much for your check for 50,00,
With every good wish = Cordially yours,
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SALES OFFICES IN PRINCIPAL CITIES
FORTY-NINE WEST TWENTY-THIRD STREET + NEW YORK 10, N. Y.
CABLE ADDRESS, CHAPANTS, N. Y.

April 20th, 1956

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook
33 N, Ft. Thomas Avenue
Fort Thomas, Ky.
Dear Stan,
Herein enclosed is the Cotile, La. cover.
When I wrote you the other day I wrote from memory, I gave you the
date as May 31st, 1861, However, the date is May 30th, 1861, I am sorry
I misinformed you about the date,
Kindest regards,
Sincerely,
St
MORTIMER L, NEINKEN

MLN:HL
ENC,




A'prﬂ 23! 1956.

Mr, Mortimer L, Neinken,
h9 West 231'd sto,
New York 10, N,Y.

Dear Mort:

_ Herewith the Cotile, La, cover of May 30, 1861,
Thanks very much, In my opinion, the grid on this
strip is a fake., It is an odd design and of foreign
meke, The ink is much too modern. This was a pen=
canceled strip to which some faker added this grid.

I have a faint recollection thet I have seen it before
on faked covers, It would be odd indeed if Cotile

did not have a pcstmerk but did have a canceling device,
Do you not agree?

With regards =

Cordially yoursy
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Mamifacturing Co., Inc.

SALES OFFICES (N PRINCIPAL CITIES
FORTY-NINE WEST TWENTY-THIRD STREET +« NEW YORK 10, N. Y,
CABLE ADDRESS, CHAPANTS, N. Y.

April 18th, 1956

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook
33 N, Ft. Thomas Avenue
Fort Thomas, Kentucky

Dear Stan,

Enclosing a cover strip of three showing part of the imprircl_t. I am quite

sure that this is 51-52-531L.9. I am not too sure of the datiag but through

a green filter I feel quite sure it is September 15th, 1859. If so, isn® it

the earliest use from plate 9? I would appreciate your looking at this

cover and returning it to me just as soon as possible,

Just received your letter and I will send the Colile, Laa. cover to you tomorrow.
Kindest regards,

Sincerely,

Tru S

MORTIMER L, NEINKEN

MLN:HL
ENC,



[

Apl'il 22, 1956.

Mr. Mortimer L. Neinken,
L9 West 23rd St.,
New York 10, N,Y.

Dear Mort:

Herewith your cover with the imprint strip. The
strip is 5119 etec., no doubt about that, I enclose
a similar off cover strip priced at (20,00, Note the
needle dots in the "O" of "ONE" on 5219, Strange how
such fine dots reglst.ered. "I doubt if this use was
1859 but rather it was 1860, This cover was from
Gen'l J, W, Denver and was either to his mother or his
wife who was in Wilm'ngton, I have a year by year
record of Gen'l Denver and am familiayr with his hand-
writing, I do not believe he was in Washington in
1859 but was there late in 1860, Take another look
and see if you do not think the year is 1860 rather
than 1259, In addition, this does not look like an
early impression. The earliest record from Plate 9
is Seps 29, %ﬁt’; a cover owned by Morris. If Morris
and you are ive the enclosed cover is 1859, retwrn
it to me and I will make a very thorough examination
of it,

Pegards - _
Yours etc.,

Fnclosed: (over)
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late 9 Strp
Bis

Mr, Stanley B. Ashbrook 0O NoT MAK

E
33 N, Ft. Thomas Avenue ENVELOPE
Fort Thomas, Ky,

April 25th, 1956

Dear Stan,

In reference to the strip of three which you sent me with the imprint from
Plate 9, I am sorry I have to return it, I have so much of this material that
I don' know where to put any more,

P Lot
As regards the cover:‘;vhi:h you believe may be 1860, I might say that it
puzzled me when I first looked at i, These stamps are mottled something
like medium impressions from plate 7. I never saw any Plate 9 stamps
before this that showed this mottling, However, when I see Morris I will
go over the cover with him and will let you know what conclusion we come
to as regards the date,

I received your memo as regards Gen, Denver, but haven® had a chance to
read it yet.

Kindest regards.
Sincerely,

MWt -
MORTIMER L, NEINKEN

MLN:HL
ENC,



April 27, 1956,

Mp, Mortimer L, Neinken,
L9 West 23rd St,,
New Yorl 10, N,Y,

Dear Mort:

Pe « your verticel Brick Ned strip. I see no reason to question this, n S ‘?qe’l
the New Oyleans p,m, locks okay to me and the red at upper right is doubt= Jale HL/‘?
less the New York. I suppose this was the rerular 15¢ rate N,C, to France Lol 2%
via New York, I do not think it necessary to make & photo by ultrasviolet —0¢ 3
but if you wish same return the strip to me, I charge $5,00 for such,

This will acknowledge return of my Plate 9 strip with imprint - posi=
tions 5119 etecs I sent this to you because it is an exact duplicate of your
Gen'l Denver imprint strip. What did you mean that you have so much material
like this? Is that not a gross exaggeration? This is a beautiful wsed sbrip

of three with wide sheet to left chowimﬁ.n&p'ﬂ int and E%te No, 9« I am
Fgg;vg.that items like this are far from cormon, and 1 never had very many
tems and T am sure Chase didn't, because when I was studying the Type V plates’
years ago I borrowed svery 1¢ Type V imprint that he owned and photoed each one,
Now Mort, you know darn well that 1¢ 1857 imprints that show the actual plate

number are not cormon, One cannot have too many such items, bekleve me,

Again - re~ your Denver cover, It was of course Plate 9, and it was as
stated above, an exact match of the imprint strip I discussed above, I believe
I gave some good reasons why it was an 1860 use in my opinion rather than 1859,
I again suggest you consult Morris regarding it,

Re = your Carrier cover to Mexicoy I supggest you show this to Elliott Perry,
as it might be something he would like to include in his Carrier book. The
chances are he will noct agree with my opinion but that is to be expected as
Elliott never agrees with anyone except Flliott Perry. This mey be an exception.
I will be glad to furnish him with a photo print or if you do not care to take
it up with him I will be glad to write him about it.

I am charging you a fee of 35,00 Edauthenticate the cover.
With regards -

Yours etc.,



)

April 28, 1956,

Mrs Mortimer L, Neinken,
L9 West 23rd St.;

Dear Mort:

Pe = cover to Vera Cr

TOQ' 1857 TFe 7 o H.'l—"i 1¢ 1857 « Type V

From New Orleans May 11, 0

I made a very careful examination of this cover and I am of the opinion
that the stamps were used as they are &t present on this cover, I am con-

vinced there was no other stamps on this cover - no stamp to the left of the
1¢ pair,

The rate to Mexico was by U, 8, steamship, not to Mexican destination but
to the frontier, hence the "6" Mexican postage dues The 10¢ rate was the
U.S. "Steamship" rate of 104 per & oze as per the Act of March 3, 1851, There
vas no such a thing ag a 12¢ rate to Mexico, hence why the extra 2¢?

In my opinion, this was prepayment of the 2¢ Carrier fee in New Orleans -
viz = 2¢ fee for letters by carrier to the New Orleans post office for "letters
to be sent out of towns" (See the Ashbrook One Cent 1851-57 book, Vol. 2,

. Carrier chapter by F. Perry,

Whether it was permissible to prepay this fee by U, S. postage stamps at
New Orleans in 1860, I do not know, but it is my opinion that it was, At any
rate, this pair of 1¢ originated on this cover and I feel sure the intent was
to prepay that 2¢ fee,

I do not recall that I have ever seen a similar item, hence, in my opinion,
this is surely a very rare cover, possibly unicue,

I made a photograph and I will send you a print later.
Sincerely yours,



Moy 11, 1956.

Mr, Mortimer L, Neinken,
49 Vest 23rd St.,
New York 10, N,Y,

Dear Morts

Herewith I am enclosing a photo print of your 10¢ plus 2¢ cover from New
Orleans to Mexico., I quote as follows from a letter from Elliott Perry,dated

Moy 8thi

"Yours of the Ath, Neinken showed me the N,0, cover at the FIPEX banquet,
Wihen I got home I looked up the N,O, section of the Carrier Chapter. So far as
appears from any records I have found there was no collection fee on mail letters
from 1851 until the Act of April 1860 when the fee was one cent. So in this N.O,
to Mexico letter of 1860 the two 1¢ stamps could not have prepaid a collection
fee before April and would have overpaid a 1¢ fee after April 3rd, if they were
affixed with intent to prepay carrier service to the N,0, Post Office, You may

.. Of course the writer of the letter may have thought there was a 2¢ collection
fee, because the delivery fee on mail letters prior to April 1860 was two cents,
and added the two 1¢ stamps by such error,” (unquote)

I think the second paragraph of the above is correct the first
paragraph is correcty; and no doubt it is, that is, if one agrees with Perry's ine
terpretation of various acts of Congress pertaining to mail handled by carriers.

In my opinion, your cover shows 10¢ postage New Orleans to Mexico plus 2¢
prepaid for carrier service to the N,0, Post Office, I feel sure that was the in=-
tent of the writer and there is not a thing in evidence that the 2¢ did not pay
such a fee any more than a 3¢ plus 1¢ cover has any evidence that the 1¢ did or did
not prepay Carrier Service to the P,0 I knew Perry would not agree with my analysis
because Perry never agrees with anyone but Perry, He knows all the answers and his
no]ntionofarwphﬂatolicmblmkf%-tlnhsbwm. Well, as far as I am
concerned, I don't go along with such foolishness but it is okay with me if any=-
body eise makes such a choice,

I suggest you read his Carrier Chapter in my Volume 2 - the part relating to
the Carrier System at New Orleans,

Your cover bears a date of o The Act of A - gtated -
in substances " he on drop letters delivered by at 1 cent éach,"
This is neither a Drop letter nor was it delivered (to any address) by Carrier,
Rather it is a letter Me_é%:hat is,a letter going out of town and the
writer thought the rate was 2¢ = do we know the Act of April 3, had gone into
effect on Moy 11th, 1860? Perhaps it had but did it have any bearing on your cover?

Elliott is very inconsistent - He has always insisted that the Carrier delivery
fee of 1¢ at New York could not be prepaid « that such a thing was not recognized by
Pogt Office authorities, I have long contended that if a collection fee could be
prepaid that it was silly to assume the postal officlals did not permit prepayment of



2, Mr, Mortimer L. Neinken - W u, 1956,

the delivery fee = Perry has long contended that a delivery fee had to be paid in -
cagh on delivery of the letter, No use arguing with him so I don't do it any nore,

If you wish to accept Peny'snmJ;nhitwﬂlbopsrfecﬂyohywithm
YMort, because I haven't the slightest objection if anyone differs with any inter-
pretation of mine,

I am emnding a copy of this letter and a print to Morris,

With best wishes - '

Cordially yours,



W 15 FY 19560

Mr, Mortimer L, Neinken,

49 West 23rd St,,

New York 10, N.Y.

Dear Mort:

I received the following note from E, Perry, dated May 10th, quotet

"Correction, Date in my letter rezarding New Orleans cover of
Mort Neinken should be Act of June 15, 1860 (effective July lst) for
mail letters, (and including city letters), and not the Act of April
1460 which applied to local (eity) letters only,

*Deliveryt in the June 1860 Aet meant delivery (ecollection) to the
post office as well as delivery from the post office,"”

In reply I advised him that I had no record of such an Act of Congress.
Not in Luff or any Government publication that I have on postal legiglation.

Regards.

Yours etc.,



¥ay 10, 1956

Stan:

orrectioh. Date in my lettef regarding Tiew Orleans cover ol \\
Mort Neinken should be Act 6f Juyne 15, 1860 (effective July 1st) '
for mail letters,(and including city letters), and not the Act of
}ﬂt—' April 1860 which applied to local (éity) letters only.

"Delivery" in the Jyne 1860 Act meant delivery (collection) to

the post office as well as delivery from the post oifice. o
d M“""“" A iy =S
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Jark £. Muolesworth
Philetelic Dealer and Broker

102 Beacon Street
y Boston 16, Massachusetts

April 6, 1956

Stanley B. Ashbrook,
33 N, Ft. Thomas Ave.,
Ft. Thomas, Ky.

Dear Stan,

Enclosed are three 1869 covers for your opinion. I believe
the 24¢ paying part of a 34¢ rate to Peru is o.k. and a nice cover.
I believe both of the 30¢ ones are bad. The small cover appears to
have a black "Due" marking and I can see no evidence that it even ori-
ginated in the U,S. The second one appears to be a 15¢ rate cover,
with a 3¢ credit to France and 12¢ tp the U.S. so apparently it went
by American ship direct to a French port. However, I would appreciate
yo ur signature on the back of the 24¢ if you agree it is o.k. and also
your brief comments on the other two. Advise you fee when returning
and I shall remitpromptly.

These came indirectly from abroad and a wire must be sent

by Tuesday evening saying I'll take them or they are bad and are being
returned. Therefore, if my own conclusions on them are correct, just
process them in the normal manner and I'll assume the 24¢ good and the
two 30¢ bad and wire accordingly. However, if perchance the 24¢ should
be bad or either of the two 30¢ ones good, please wire me collect im-
mediately upon receipt of this letter which should be sometime Tuesday
as ['11 get this off the first thing Monday morning.

I gather some of the prices in the Klep auction were in the
Caspary category. Iiy agent who was Bob Lyman seeemed to think that the
American buyers were really hoodwinked and taken over the coals by
Ballasse and his auctioneer who together with the European Stolow
brother apparently had them all boxed in and took full advantage of
the difficulty of the American buyers underdtanding the bidding in
French by pushing them up when there was no competition. Lyman claimed
they took over 30 bids from him to push Weill up when he hadn't even
raised his hand. He complained in French to no avail as no one esle
seemed to know what was going on and didn't understand his objections
either. From my observations of Henry Hill's bidding at the Caspary
sale, comments I heard on the Continent, and his actions in this Kelp
sale, he appears to be a first class Sucker on some of the things he
buys! Apparently also, Zareski had made some nice contributions to
Klep's collection and I gather Kep trusted his European sources, but
had all matedal from U.S. sources thorbughly checked so he was stuck
easily with the clever Zareski items. Zareski incidentally attended
the Kep sale and bought some items in it. You will see his signature
on the enclosed 24¢ cover which according to Lyman is definitely in

its favor as he never puts his gggﬁagggg 3n a%izsf this own work.
b & S, mc



April 11, 1956,

Mr. Jack E. Molesworth,
102 Beacon St.,
Boston 16, Mass.

Dear Jack:?
Re = yours of the 6th with the three 1869 covers.

rate to Lima,Peru from San Francisco, July 30, 1869. In my
opinion, this cover is genuine in all respects, The rate was 34¢ and
the eredit of 24¢ to the British is corrects In fact, all points
congerning this cover are correct, the credity, the S,F. magenta pem, = the
British Panama ete, This is a nice cover, 24¢ 1869 plus 10¢ 1867,

' Rate cover to Ffance. Small cover to Paris with a 30¢ 1869 -

By French Packet "5 FEVR 70" - 8 decimes Due. In my opiniony, this cover is
fraudulent, i.e., this 30¢ stamp wes not used on this cover originally, The
letter was from New York as per the red New York postmark on face with "FEB 5.,"
It is my opinion a 10¢ 1869 was removed and this 30¢ substituted, The date of
the New York postmark is the same as that of the French, viz,, "FEB 5" - this
is because the letter was placed aboard a French mail ship in New York harbor,
The U, S. rate was the Steamship rate of 10¢, The "8" decimes "due" in France
was the French rate from the U, S, frontier to French destination, 'There was
no 30¢ rate in February 1870 unless it might have been a 3 x 10¢, but the "8"
decimes is ample evidence that this letter did not weigh over 3 ounce at New York,

30¢ 1869 cover addressed to "Madame Anchier(?) Paris, France, In my opinion,
.this cover is fraudulent, that is, this 30¢ stamp was not used on this cover,

New York postmark is "APR 16" and the credit marking is "3," This
credit applied to a 15¢ rate by re Pkt, direct to France, In 9 there was no
sailing of an "Amer, Pkt." to France on "APR 16," The Paris marking on back was
torn and doctored to make it appear that the use was "69," I do not like the
looks of the faint New York postmark and believe it possible that it is a fake,

Sincerely yours,



AJLS. CS.A.
SPA. A\ ARA.
CONY. BNAPS.

Jark . Molesmorth
PLIIG{Q]IC Dealer amJ Brol(er

102 Beacon Street
Boston 16, Massachusetts

April 16, 1956

Mr. Stanley B, Ashbrook
33 N, Firt Thomas Ave
Fort Thomas, Ky.

Dear Stan,

My thanks for your wire on the 24¢ 1869 cover which I
very much regret is no longer available. Colonel Judd, of
Dalton, Georgia, has been in town all week and after 1 wrote
you on April 12th he was in the office and I showed him the
‘cover as something I felt he would appreciate the beauty of, but
not thinking it would be something he would care to buy. When
he inquired as to the price I quoted $550 and to my surprise, he
took it., For your sake, I'm sorry it turned out that way as I
would have been pleased to send it along to you at $500 net.

I hope you will understand.

Your letter of the 1llth further on the 10¢ 1847 cover
pretty well ties the matter up as far as I can see and I am in
complete agreement with your analysis on it. I think the letter
should be divorced from the cover since it probably did not go
witly it originally and if it did, being tampered with, can only
serve to cast unnecessary doubt on the cover.

I gather you have no doubts as to the authenticity of
the cover itself, separate from the letter, and wonder therefore
if you would be willing to sign the back of the cover that it is
in your opinion genuine? From your comments on the cover I believe
such would be in accord with your expressed opinion. I'd be glad
to return the cover if you would be willing to sign it. I would of
course file the letter away and not even mention it when offering
the cover,

With bAst regards,

JB/p



April 6, 1956

Stanley B, Ashbrook,
33 N, Ft. Thomas Ave.,
Ft. Thomas, Ky.

Dear Stan,

Enclosed are three 1869 covers for your opinion, I believe the 24¢
paying part of a 34¢ rate to Peru is 0.,. and a nice cover. I believe both
of the 30¢ ones are bad. The small cover appears to have a black "Due"
marking and I can see no evidence that it even originated in the U, S. The
second one appears to be a 15¢ rate cover, with a 3¢ credit to France and
12¢ to the U,S. so apparently it went by American ship direct to a French
port. However, I would appreciate your signature on the back of the 24¢ if
you agree it is o.k, and alsoc your brief comments on the other two. Advise
your fee when returning and I shall remit promptly,

These came directly from abroad and a wire must be sent by Tuesday
evening saying I'll take them or they are bad and are being returned., There-
fore, if my own conclusions on them are correct, just process them in the normal
manner and I1'll assume the 24¢ good and the two 30¢ bad and wire accordingly,.
However, if perchance the 24¢ should be gad and either of the two 30¢ ones good,
please wire me collect iftmediately upon reéceipt of this letter which should be
sometime Tuesday as I'll get this off the first thing Monday morning.

I gather some of the prices in the Klep auction were in the Caspary category.
My agent who was Bob Lyman seemed to think that the American buyers were really
hoodwinked and taken over the coals by Ballasse and his auctioneer who together
with the European Stolow brother apparently had them all boxed in and took full
advantage of the difficulty of the American buyers understarding the bidding in
French by pushing them #ip when there was no competition, Lyman claimed they took
over 30 bids from him to push Weill up when he hadn't even raised his hand, He
complained in French to no avail as no one else seemed to know what was going on
and didn't understand his objections either. From my observations of Henry Hill's
bidding at the Caspary sale, comments I heard on the Continent, and his actions in
this Klep sale, he appears to be a first cdass Sucker on some of the things he
buys! Apparently also, Zareski had made some nice contributions to Klep's
collection and I gather Klep trusted his European sources, but had all material from
¥x U, S. sources thoroughly checked so he was stuck easily with the clever Zareski
items. Zareski incidentally attended the Klep sale and bought some items in it,
You will s ee his signature on the enclosed 24¢ cover which according to Lyman is
definitely in its favor as he never puts his signature on any of his own work.

Best regards,
Jack,



Stanley B, Ashbrook,
33 N, Ft, Thomas Ave.,
Ft. Thonms, w-

Dear Sta.n,

Enclosed are three 1869 covers for your opinion, I believe the 24¢
part of a 34¢ rate to Peru is 0.,. and a nice cover, I believe both

of the 30¢ ones are bad, The small cover appears to have a black "Due"
marking and I can see no evidence that it even originated in the U, S. The
second one appears to be a 15¢ rate cover, with a 3¢ credit to France and
12¢ to the U,S. so apparently it went by American ship direct to a French
port., However, I would appreciate your signsture on the hack of the 24¢ if
you agree it is o.k. and alsc your brief comments on the other two. Advise
your fee when returning and I shall remit promptly.

These came directly from abroad and a wire must be sent by Tuesday
evening saying I'll take them or they are bad and are being returned., There-
fore, if my own conclusions on them are correct, just process them in the normal
manner and 1'll assume the 24¢ good and the two 30¢ bad and wire accordingly,
However, if perchance the 24¢ should be gad and either of the two 30¢ ocnes good,
please wire me collect immediately upon réceipt of this letter which should be
sometime Tuesday as I'll get this off the first thing Monday morning,

I gather some of the prices in the Klep auction were in the Caspary category,
My agent who was Bob Lyman seemed to think that the American btuyers were really
hoodwinked and taken over the coals by Ballasse and his auctioneer who tosether
with the European Stolow brother apparently had them all boxed in and tock full
advantage of the difficulty of the American buyers understanding the bidding in
French by pushing them {ip when there was no competition, Lyman claimed they took
averr 30 bids from him to push Weill up when he hadn't even raised his hand, He

in French to no avail as no one else seemed to know what was going on

and didn't understand his objections either, From my observations of Henry Hill's
bidding at the Caspary scle, comments I heard on the Continent, and his acti ns in
this Klep sale, he appears to be a first class Sucker on some of the things he
buys! Apparently also, Zareski had made some nice contributions to Klep's
collection and I gather Klep trusted his European sources, but had all material from
i U, S, sources thoroughly checked so he was stuck eacily with the clever Zareski
items, Zareski incidentally attended the Klep sale and bought some items in it,
You will s ee his signature on the enclosed 24¢ cover which according to Lyman is
definitely in its favor as he never puts his signature on any of his own work,

Best regards,
Jack,



April 11, 1956,

: Mr. Jack E. lblemrth’
102 Beacon St.,
Boston 16, Mass.

Dear Jack:
I wired you at 9 P.M, last night as follows:

"YOURS DID NOT ARRIVE UNTIL EIGHT THIRTY TONIGHT
BELIEVE THE TWENTY MAY BE GOOD BUT DON 'T LIKE
THE THIRTIES, WILL MAIL BACK WEDNESDAY,"

Herewith the three 1869 covers, You will note that I signed the 24¢ cover
as genuine on the back, Is this for sale and at what price?

Re = the Klep sale, No wonder Europeans think that all Americans are
perfect damn fools who toss money around like it was treash, Belasse is
about as slick as they come and it would be foolish to even suppose that the
Klep sale was on the level, The only nice thing about it was the illustra=
tions in color, otherwise the catalogue was terrible, I entered a strong
protest against the use of my name without my permission and he took offense
at my protest, It is too bad we have to have any contacts with such crooks,

All the publicity about high prices is most harmful to the best inter-
ests of serious philately, I think it is deplorable,

With regards =

Sincerely yours,



AQS. €S.A. ,
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? CONY. BNAYS.

e Jark £. Molesworth
Philatelic Dedler and Broker

102 Beacon Street
Boston 16, Massachusetts

April 12, 1956.
Mr, Stanley B. Ashbrook
P10, Box 31
33 North Ft, Thomas Avenue
3 Fort Thomas, Kentucky.

Dear Stan,

My thanks for your wire and prompt reply on the 1869 covers. Your opinions on
them was exactly as I expected it would be. Enclosed is my check for $27.00 to cover
your fee on those covers, the 10¢ 1847 off cover, the 5¢ 1857 cover and the 10¢ 1847
"Steamship 10" cover. On this latter cover, as previously indicated, if you feel the
additional work put in on it merits a fee in excess of the $4.00 one originally sug-
gested, I shall be pleased to send more on it if you will so advise.

I just noted a comment in the April l4th. issue of "Stamps Magazine" based on a
report sent them by Brookman which would imply he had no idea of the situation he was
in and even went so far as to commend two people who were giving him and the other
American buyers the needle., I bought the strip of three 10¢ Bears which was supposed
to be pelure paper but based on the price paid have my doubts that it is such, though
my lots have been tied up in customs due to the foolish manner in which Balasse shipped
them contrary to my instructions, so I have not yet had a chance to examine the lots.

I may have trouble getting my money back on it if it is not the pelure. Speaking of

. high prices, some of thesehin the H.R.Harmer sale yesterday were truly fantastic. When
I see a realization of $240.00, well over double catalogue, on a lot like #513 which has
obviously been reperfed to make it almost perfectly centered, such only serves to re-
inforce the contempt I have for many condition conscious philatelic buyers whose ig-
norance in‘isuch matters as reperfing, regumming, and cleaning is utterly appalling.

I was sure the 5¢ 1857 on cover was no good and sent it along to you only so that
could say that you had seen it when returning it since many philatelic auctioneers
seen to think all dealers are as ignorant as they are and yours is one opinion few have
N\ courage to question,.

On the 10¢ 1847, my examination of the ultra violet photo you sent submitted,
> shows no evidence whatsoever to me of any pen marks or cleaning and I would therefore

greatly appreciate a comment from you elaborating as to why such is obvious to you. 1
have no axe to grind for this copy, but for my own education would like to have a few
more details on the basis of your opinion on this copy. Possibly I am a bit naive in"
expecting to see traces of the actual pen cancellation in such a photograph or definite
evidence of cleaning before concluding that the stamp is not unused., Of course, if the
paper were a white bleached appearance such would also imply cleaning to me, but this
copy is rather well aged with no such evidence., Also, why did you suggest the stamp be
soaked in very hot water? This I have done, but the purpose you had in mind in so
suggesting escapes me., If you have seen this copy before it does not come from me as
I purchased it as lot #26 in the March 27th. Harmer, Rooke auction., They will probably
want the P.F. to see it before accepting its return so I shall probably send it there
myself,

e . (over)



Will you be making it to Fipex? I shall have a booth there myself during the
entire show,

Wi e5t regards,

Jack E. Jiolesworth

JBI/vE

P.S. The 24¢ 1869 cover is costing me $400.00 and I would be glad to send it along
to you at $500,00 net if you think you can move it. I probably won't have a

chance to get it out myself until Monday so if I hear from you by then it should
still be on hand.



April lb. 19‘6.

Mr, Jack E. Molesworth,
102 Beacon St.,
Boston 16, Mass.

Dear Jack:

This will confirm my wire of last night as follows:

WYOURS TWFLVE PLEASE SEND ME THE TWENTY FOUR
SIXTY NINE STOP THINK I CAN USE IT REGARDS,"

I will reply to your letter later,

Sincerely yours,



April 15, 1956.

Mr, Jack E, Moleswotth,
102 Beacon Street,
Boston 16, Mass.

Dear Jack:

Again refferring to yours of the 12th., This will acknowledge receipt of
your check for #27.00, I believe this included all fees up to date with the
exception of the increase I made of $3,50 in the feedmn the "Steamship 10" cover.
Thanks very much, '

Belasse Sales I will be interewted in the outcome on the strip of St. Louis
pelure, so keep me advised, So far I have not received a full list of the prices.

HeRoHarmer Sale 4/11/56 - Lot 513 = From the illustratian I doubt if I would
suspect any reperfing, Did you think the left side was wrong? The present day
"fixers" are so clever at this sort of work that some of them can do as good a Job
as the-original. I have little doubt they can fool me,

10¢ 3847 "Unused.," I beliefe that I mentioned that some of the "cleaners"
including Zareski work under lamps and aim to clean without leaving a trace, The
copy you submitted did not show any outlines of pen marks but "cleaners" do not
confine themselves to pencanceled copies., It is my opinion that your copy was
probably a lightly struck red or black - perhaps the latter, Note the nose =
under left eye = smears under the left X - the "P" and "O" « Perhaps I would have
a hard time as a witness in court proving this was a cleaned copy but I believe
that it is, I thought the whole general appearance indicated the use of some strong
cleaning fluid,

Re = the back of the stamp, I suggested a bath in real hot water to see if
any cement had been used to fill up some thin spots. I think a stamfi such as this
should be soaked in very hot water and then cleaned with a fine camel hair brush
before a thorough examination is made, H hesitate to do this, because it might dis~-
close a serious damage that was not apparent before the bath and I would not care to
be accused of damaging a stamp in the examination, Of course, I realize you would
never make any such an accusation but there are others who would, Evidently the _
smart boys were afraid of this stamp because unused 10¢ 1847's don't sell at $70,00
and I wonder if Harmer Rooke would have passed this out @ $70,00 if they really
thought it was unused and as described, This is certainly a wonderful game - every-
one is so damn honest,

No Jack, I will not attend Fipex., I can spend my time at home to so much
better advantage.

With regards = Sincerely yours,



AYS. CS.A
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Jark . Moleswmrth
Philatelic Dedler and Broker

102 Beacon Street
Boston 16, Massachusetts

April 20, 1956
Stanley B. Ashbrook

33 North Ft. Thomas Avenue
Fort Thomas, Ky.

Dear Stan,

My thanks for your note of the 18th indicating your feelings Je@
with regard to signing the 10¢ '47 Steamship cover. 1 can see your Bﬁ
position very well and believe an article on the cover as you suggest

would be the best idea., You have my permission to write such an article

on the cover at any time you may care to do so as well as using it in

your special service, Please add the $3.50 additional due on that cover 23
to your bill on the enclosed items and I shall send one check to cover

all.

Enclosed are four items from the "Klep"z auction on which
I would appreciate your opinions, plus a banknote cover showing a
domestic 22¢ rate which I do not completely understand, and would
appreciate your comments on it.

The other four items are as fodlows: St Louis Bear Strip of
three, susposed to be Pelure Paper, what is your opinion? Strip of
2% Three 1¢ 1851's which it would appear are from the sixth row of Plate
four, relief "F", possibly position 55-57R¢), and presumbly ty IIIa's,
the righnt copy looks like it could be a Ty Ic. Your typing appreciated.

Also enclosed is a 5¢ New York used from Boston tied by a
Grid that I don't recall having seen used from Boston before. The
cover is addressed to the same address as other known used from Boston
but the name has also apparently been cut out and re-drawn in very
cleverly., The fourth cover is an inteeesting 4 of a 12¢ 1851, It
looks as if it might be genuine, but why the 6¢ rate? Your comments
and signature on yhose you feel are genuine would be appreciated.

I'11 send this Air Special and presume you will be able to
get them back to me before ¥I leave for FIPEX next Friday, Apr 27th.

With best regards,

ack E. Molesoweth

JEM/p
encl
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Mr, Jack E, Molesworth,
102 Beacon Street,
Boston 16, Mass,

Dear {acks
Yours of the 20th received with enclosures as stated,

Re ~10¢ Steamship cover. What I had in mind was that you write an article
for "Stamps" about the cover., You have all of my data and you have my per-
mission to use it provided you do not use my name, I will furnish photo prints,
I simply haten't the time at present to prepare articles.

Bank Note cover., I enclose a special memo regarding this, which gives my
reasons why I do not think this cover is genuine,

V.S, of 3 - 10¢, Jack, I am not an authority on these stamps and
I am sure your opinion would be as good as mine, I am not charging you a fee so
take the following for what it is worth, I think this is a strip of 11X5, I
don't know why anyone would call this "Pelure Paper" but of course I may not know
Pelure Paper when I see it, :

One Cent 1851, H,S, of 3, off cover, Plate 4, Relief "F" = 6th row = posi-
tiong"‘gsm“ I-! "5'31?1.' - 57RL, Types from L to R are IITA = IIIA = IIIA (See One Cent
Book ° )

New York used m Bosto In my opinion this stamp was not used on tiis
cover origﬁ. I fai% to find any evidence that it did and the tie to cover is
certainly not convineing, I believe this was originally a stampless cover sent
prepaid, If this cover was supposed to have been used during 18,5 ~ 1846, Boston
did not have a round grid at that time, and if the cancel is supposed to be a
round grid it certainly don't look like any that was used at Boston in 1847 or
1848, I doubt if anyone would suggest this was a use as late as 1849,

12¢ 1851 "Bisect" - % used from Canton, Miss, to New Orleans. I have known
this cover for many years and in my opinioh, it is as good as gold, I have en=
dors@d it on the back. This was a double rate of 2 x 3¢. The Canton P,0, appare
ently ran out of 3¢ stamps =~ the writer used a 3¢ envelope and knowing his letter
was over % ounce, instructed the P,M, to charge his box with the deficient postage.
I judge it was the P,M, himself who put on the # stamps and made the notation, I
enclose a photo print of this cover that Chase had made along about 1913, when the
cover was first discovered, It is my reecollection that he wrote an article about
this particular cover for the old Philatelie Cazette at that time, There were also
6¢ bisects used from Canton at the same time in the B,C, correspondence and I have
photos of them, The P,!, used a quarter of a 12¢ because the writer had used a 3¢
envelope, This cover may be unique for all I now, It is unquestionably good in
my opinion.

With regards = Sincerely yours,



Re = cover with Bank Note stamps = Natiomal « 7¢ plus 15¢ -
from Td.r—;oln, Neb. on May 16, addressed to Richmond, Vermont,
with corner card of Clifton Hotel, In my opinion, these
stamps were not used on this cover originalljz, I do not
think this was a 7 x 3¢ rate with 1¢ overpay and there is

no evidence that this was a registered of 3¢ plus 15¢ with
4¢ overpay or 2 x 3¢ plus 15¢ with 1¢ overpay. I do not be-
lieve that the black ink of the cancels is the same as that
of the postmark, I have known cases where higher value Bank
Notes with same cancels were removed from large Court House
covers and placed on smaller covers that had originally had
a 3¢ green,

STANLEY B, ASHBROOK
April 22, 1956,
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Mr, Jack E, Molesworth,
102 Beacon St.,
Boston 16, Mass,

Dear Jack:
Re = yours of the 5th with the 5¢ 1857 cover and the 10¢ 1847,

5¢ 1857. In my opinion this stamp was not used originally on this
cover, Apparently a 3¢ 1861 stamp was removed and this 5¢ stamp was sub-
stituted, It is my opinion that this type of postmark was not in use
at the Amherst post office during the life of the 1857 stamps.

10¢ 18,7, This stamp has every appearance of having been cleaned,
I made a photograph by ultra=violet and enclose print herewith., I be-
lieve this print speaks for itself, 0 on this is not ed

COpY e

I noted the back of this copy and suggest that it be soaked in very
hot water,

This stamp seemed somewhat familiar and I searched my records but was
unable to find that I had examined it in the past year, By any chance, did
you ever submit it to me before?

With regards -

Sincerelf yours,
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Am'ﬂ 21’ 19560

Mr, Millard H, Mack,
3930 Red Bud Ave.,
Cincinnati 29, Ohio.

Dear Millard:

Herewith the cover as per yours of the 20th,
In my opinion, this is fraudulent, th:t is, these
stamps were not used on this cover originally, The
rate to Italy in March 1875 was 10¢ per % oz. = by
"Closed Mail Via England" -~ and it was by this route
this was forwarded. I am always suspicious when I
see 1869 stamps used from large cities as late as
the middle seventies, Further, if you will note
the cancels on the stamps, I bekieve you will find
they are different. I feel sure the use was as late
as "75" as indicated on the back,

~ There is no fee for the above.

Sincerely yours,



SR B ohert M. yman ¢.3BA.
ARB. gR Zﬁg SHA.
g-N ALS. Broker in Classic Stomps and Specialized Material C.0NA.
of all coomiries

100 Memorial Drive
CAMBRIDGE 42, MASSACHUSETTS April 17th.,1956.

Mr,Stanley Ashbrook,
P,0.,Box 31,

33 North Fort Thomas Ave,,
Fort Thomas,Ky.

Dear Mr,Ashbrook,
At the suggestion of Jack Molesworth,I am enclosing an

item which I bought at the recent Klep auction in Brussel,for expertization,

While I do not often handle U.S.stamps,I bought this 6¢
1869 purportedly mwsed from Ximgm Yokohama as I was unfamiliasr with such ax
usage,and am most interested in "used abroads®of all countries.

Grrt To I attended the Klep auction as Jack's agent,and he has advised
me that you"feel the same way we do about the handling of the sale.Personally,
I was surprilsed by the releases in various vhilatelic publications which tended

to "glorify"it,

Very sincerely,

Jily—

P.S.While you probably do not remember me,I met you at
CAPEX in Toronto.We were introduced ,I believe,by Elliot Perry.

-7

(P

An Agent for Messrs. Robson Lofwe Ltd., of TWondon, Bugland, for North America



Mp, Robert W, Lyman,
100 Memorial Drive,
Cambridge 42, Mass.

Dear Mr, Lymans

Herewith the 6¢ 1869 cover as per yours of the 17th,
This letter was carried from Yokohama, Japan to Shanghai, Cina by
a U, Se mail steamship of the line subsidized by the U, Sifernment
The rate by this Line was 10¢ per % ounce to Japan and Ch
the rate between the ports of the above cities by U, S. mail steam=
ships was 6¢ per 3 ounce,

I think this is quite an interesting and valuable cover
because it shows a legal use of a U, S, stamp, both as to origin and
destination outside the boundries of the U, S, Of course, aboard
ships of this Government Line was considered U. S, territory,

There is no question but what this cover is genuine in
every respect and I have signed it as such on the back for which I am
charging you a fee of $5,00 as per memo enclosed,

Sincerely yours,



DANIEL F. KELLEHER

Danter F. KELLEHER

Postage Stamps for Col]ectors TeLerHO Sl
WiLLiam F. KELLEHER LAFAYETTE 3676
: B. L. DREW & CO.
EsT. 1885
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April 26’ 1956-

My, Dan'l F, Kelleher,
7 Water St.,
Boston 9, Mass.

Dear Dan§

It was nice to hear from you and I em indeed sorry that I will not see
you next week because I do rot intend to attend the New York Show, It is
simply a matter of health, as I have to avoid over-exertion, excitement, late
hours and that stuff they cell strong difink, I am much better off when I
stay at home and tend to my own knitting,

I had a letter from Ernie this week., He is out in California and he
wrote that he will not be able to attend Fipex. I know that you will miss a
lot of old friends at the Show., It has heen twenty years since the 1936 and
hanging on the wall is a picture of our table at the banquet = Bob Fmerson,
Dolph Fennel, Saul Newbury = all gones Alsh Jessup, Chase and myself, And of
course our wives, I had a lot of pep and ginger in those days and could stay
¥p 211 night if necessary and be able to feel almost normal by & A.M, Bob
passed on the January following the Show and Steve blew out séveral years later
followed by Knapp. Yes, I suppose you do miess the old crowd, VWell do I re-
member Leland Powers at the 1947 Show. He joined our party after the banguet and
I remember helping to pour him intc a cab several hours later, I don't want to
pass out like Spence did at the 1947, Well Dan, in spite of the fact it is rather
sad to look back on the old days, there is at least a satisfaction and pleasure

in recalling those days,

Harold Brooks plans to be on hand next week and I sure would like to join
you and Harold and some of the old gang at a round table. I met Harold for the
first time at the 1926 Show, Just think 30 years back,

Herewith the two covers that you enclosed, I see no reason to question the
30¢ 1860, It was 2 x 15¢ (per % oz,) and vent by & British packet = a Cunard ship -
out of Boston on May 15, 1861, The rate to France from California was the same as
from the Eestern States, This went via Panama by the Ocean Mail to New York, thence
in a sealed bag out of Boston on Wednesday, May 15, 1861, The New York postmark has
a "24" which was the U.S, credit to France of 24¢ on this letter (2 x 12)., All mark-
ings are in agreement,

Regarding the cther cover, this has been worked over so much it is hard to de-
termine what hasn't heen done to it In the first place, there was no such a rate
as 58¢ to France (no registration)., There is a New York p.m. with a red "18," and
this in eonnection with the blue French receiving p.m, shows that the original rate
was L5¢, that the letter was carried to England at the expense of the U,S. 7.0.D,

Amer, Pkt) = The U, S.share of the rate being 3 x 9¢ = 27¢ = The French share
3 x 6¢ = 18¢, None of the stamps seem to have the same killer, The tie of the red
New York on the 10¢ seems to be okay but I did not examine it under the microscope,



#2, Mr, Dan'l F, Kelleher - April %, 1956,

If it is genuine then perhaps there was a 30¢ 1861 and a 5¢, I note the 10¢
18 a '67 gri]l.

With every good wish =

As ever yours,



3556 79th St., Jackson Heights, N.Y.

April 23, 1956.

Dear Mr,Ashbrook:

I am sorry to have been mo slow in sending
you this New Orleans item, Fact is that it had gotten mis-
laid and I had a hard time finging it., I have a photostat
of a New Orleans news item about blockade-run mail which I
will send you as soon as I can find it,

Enclosed also is a study of three types of
small double cirecle cancellations used at New Orleans by
the U.S. pre-secession and the C.S. after secession on
ship mail,

Some years ago MacBride and Shenfield made
an extensive study of New Orleans markings and came to the
conclusion that the large serif marking ani the large sans-serif,
used at New Orleans about secession time and after the CS PO
took over, were used only on mail deposited at the general
poat office, Apparently there was a river post office at New
Orleans also,

Some people confuse the small double cirecle
used by the Federal forces from 1862 to 1864 with the small
type used by the Confederates. The Confederate types all
have a period after LA, The Federal types have no period and
the letters are spaced differently,

I think Wilmington and Charleston blockade items
are selling for $75.00 each, As this is the only New Orleans
jtem known to me (or to Mac and Shenfield when I last asked them)
I think it ought to bring twice that much.

If you ean get me $100 net, fine, and let the
bank note and the photostats go with it, together with the copy of
Steve Brown's notes, I will send you dupliecates for your recoris,

If you wish to return it please send it to me at
my office:
s e Mr.Thomas Parks,
| PERSONAL | Room 905
342 MadisonAve,,
New York 1¥, E.Y.

Please mark PERSONAL as otherwise some fool will open it and probably
spoil it. I have trouble with registered mail at home,

Sinesrely, g /Z ok~ s (\p ﬁ/\@’ﬂ
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April 27, 1956.

Mr, Thomas Parks,
Room §05, 342 lizdison Ave.,
New York 17. N.Y-

Dear I"&'Q Parks:

~ Herewith I am returning your New Orleans item, I regret to state
thet I am a bit dublous about this "face" as there is entirely too
little evidence that this wes actually from some place outside of the U.S,
If I were tc offer this item to any friend of mine I would have to assure
him that ir my opinion this is a "Blocade item,"” How could I give any such
an opinion? I am sure you would not care to guarantee this as such an
item, This makes me wonder what Shenfield and MacBride thought of it,
Was it their opinion that this was actually a "Blocade item?" If so, on
what evidence?

Re = the memo of SteverBrown, I note it was his opinion that the "2"
was the fee of the ship captain, I never saw a cover with the ship fee marked
in any such mamner,

The clippings from the New OFleans paper is certainly very interesting
and I suppoce could confirm the rate of §l.50 on this item,

I gincerely regret that it would be impossilib for me to handle the item.
I do thank you for the opportunity to see it and examine it, I note that it
was in the Brown sale back in 1939,

I return the other items,

With every good wish =

Cordially youre,

PeSe=~I1 am keeping the very interesting phctostat of the newspaper clippings
but if you wish it returned at any time I will make a photo for my files.



May 11, 1956.

My, L, Vo Huber,
148‘51 Canal Stﬁ’
New Orleans 19, La,

Deay Mr, Huber:

This 1s confidential because I do not have permission frém the owner
of the cover of which I am sending you the enclosed photograph, This
"eover" is a "face" and it belongs to my good friend Thos. Parks of Jackson
Heights, N.Y. » Parks feels confident that this is a blocade-run cover
into New Orleans January 4, 1862 and in support of same he sent me a clipping
from the Pecayune of Feb, L, 1862, whereby a John !, Bace made a protest over
the exhrbitant charges made by P.li, Riddell on mail brought thru the bloeade.
Parks stated that this is the only lmown blocade cover into New Orleans, His
explanation was that the "2" was a "ship fee" and $1.50" the postage, If this
was actumlly a blocade letter, then I suppose the 2¢ was the actual Confederate
postage and $1.50 was the "blocade charge,"

I am wondering if you ever saw this "gover" (or a photo) before or ever
heard of it, I recently advised Parks to get in touch with you,.

- With every good wish -

Cordially yours,



STAP @@ng ‘
AN

'COL. L. J. HEYMAN. A. U. S. RETIRED
A. P. S.-S. P. A. ETC.

POSTAGE STAMPS FOR COLLECTORS

438 SO. 5t STREET

N

JEFFERSON

WABASH 9939
LOUISVILLE 2, KENTUCKY

April 13, 1956

Stanley Ashbrook

33 N, Fort Thomas Ave.,

Fort Thomas, Ky

Dear Stanley.,
Bnclosed is a copy of the 1¢ 1851, red cancellation
which appears to me is on "lald or rwhbed paper". WVhat do you make of

1t2
Am enclosing return postage and would spprecddte your

opinion on same,
Vith best regards to you snd lirs. Ashbrook., from Mrs.

Heymansand myselk.,
Sincerely




POSTAGE STAMPS FOR COLLECTORS
431 SOUTH 5TH ST.

.........

TIVN @31411439

Stanley Ashbrook
33 Ns Fort Thomas Ave.,
Fort Thomas, Ky
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RECEIPT FOR CERTIFIED MAIL—15¢

POSTMARK
OR DATE

SENT TO b 5[ 2 ]
T T s i) e

CITY AND STATE

s o2

If you want a 7¢ shows 31¢ shows to who.

return receipt, to whom when, and address
check which and when where delivered
delivered

POD Form 3800 / )
Apr. 1955



[
.

2.

Stick postage stamps to your letter to pay:

15-cent certified mail fee

First-class or airmail postage

Either return receipt fee (optional)

Special-delivery fee (optional) ;
If you want this receipt postmarked, stick the gummed stub
on the address side of the letter, leaving the receipt attached,
and present the letter to a postal employee.

If you do not want this receipt postmarked, stick the
gummed stub on the address side of the letter, detach and
retain the receipt, and mail the letter.

. If you want a return receipt, write the certified-mail number
‘and your name and address on a return receipt card and at-

tach it to the back of the letter.

. Save this receipt and present it if you make inquiry.

YX  U. 5. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE 3 1955 16—71547-1
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P April 14, 1956.

Cole L. J. Heynang
Lonisville 24 Ky,

Dear L,de:

Herewith the U, S, One Cent 1851 - Type IV
with the red grid as per yours of the 13th,

I do not think there is anything umisual
about the paper. To me it is just another ‘ype IV
stamp on the regular paper which was used in
185318514

Nice to hear from you and trust that all goes
well with you.

Mrs. Ae joins me in best wishes to Mrs, H and

Joue

Cordially yours,




CQSPOVX Sale-
e -53': Lot 185
% Ex~Worl'hin7l'on.
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March 15, 1956

.General Earl Antrim
Nampa, Idaho

Dear General,

At the request of Colonel Earl Weatherly, I am furnishing you the following in-
formation relative to the Livingston Postmaster provisional stamp.

he name of the Postmaster who had these stamps printed was - Stephen W, Murley,
e was a holdover US Postmaster,

I have probably spent more time in the study of the Livingston stamp than anyone
ever has, I am currently engaged in a search for descendents of Murley, I just
hope to find a sheet of mint Livingston's, Sounds foolish, but I might as well
look for the most while I'm at it, I believe like others that the Livingston

was printed by the same printers as the Mobile was, and I also believe that E,R.
Robertson was the engraver of both, However I am very sure that Mr, Robertson
was not the printer. I have almost conclusive proof that one of two printers did
the press work, either the Thomas F, Mann Co., who did lithography and advertised
in the Livingston newspapers for many years from the 1840's to the 60's, Or

S.H. Goetzal Co, who also did litho work, they were either across the street from
each other, or next door to each other depending on how numbers ran in Mobile in
those days, one firm at 33 Dauphin Street, the other at 34 Dauphin St, I spent
days in going over the 1860 census record of Mobile County and did not locate this
Robertson, so he was brought to Mobile after the census of 1860, or the stone was
prepared elsewhere than Mobile, both are possible, Remember the Southern Banknote
Co. of New Orleans, a subterfuge of American Banknote Co,

Since Colonel Weatherly tells me that you bought one of the Caspary Livingston
covers, I will tell you my knowledge of the covers - this you may rely on, as I
think it will add a tremendous amount of interest to your exhibit writeup. You
could have the Garber cover, if so the following applies, Mrs, Ann Garber was an
habitue of health resorts for real or fancied ailments, Bladon Springs, Ala, was a
famous health resort with its hot springs. In the swmer of 1861 she was at Bladon
Springs for her "health", She is responsible for the existence of the wonderful
Bladon Springs PROVISIONAL covers, her letters to members of her family at Livings-
ton, during the summer of 1861 account for more than 85% of the known covers bearing
the Bladon Springs PROVISIONALS, The cover to her indicates the probability that
the Livingston stamps did not come into use until October or November of 1861, For
she was at Bladon Springs the entire summer and apparently only received the one
cover dated November 26, 1861, Altho dozens of Bladon Springs exist addressed to
various members of the Garber family in Livingston, Since November represented the
closing of the Bladon Springs resort season, it is apparent that only one letter
addressed to her bore a Livingston, Her letters and this cover provide possibly
the best control ever on dates of usage and frequency, since the time of her stay
at Bladon Springs is known, See "STAMES" in Colonel Frank Hart series, for listing
of Bladon Springs provisionals — Note earliest date of usage, then note the date of
this Livingston cover, Each Bladon Springs listed in Hart's listing, which is ad-
dressed to a member of the Garber family, was written by her, Our own Dr. M, Y,
Dabney has one of these Bladon Springs.

The Captain Edward W, Smith cover was addressed in care of Houston Sims & Co, who
were Livingston and Dainesville people and ran a cotton commission house in Mobile,



Page 2

I do not know much about this cover except we have here in Birmingham a beautiful
Livingston cover hitherto unlisted which is addressed to G. G, Griffin of
Demopolis, Ala, and was used on March 17th, 1862, tgis is a bottom sheet margin
copy, and by a one in a million occurence this matches the cut on the top sheet
margin copy which is on the Smith cover, This indicates that these stamps were
printed in only two high rows with possibly only 10 or 20 stamps to the pane, The
Smith copy was used 3 or 4 days later than this cover, This amounts to a recon-
structed vertical pair,

The Capt. Rs Chapman cover is very interesting for many reasons one being the fact
that Capt. Chapman was the son of Alabama's 1847 Governor and apparently carrieéd

this cover in his effécts throughout the war and brought it back to Livingston

after the war which accounts for its preservation, I am certain that many of these
covers left Livingston for the Virginia battlefields since most of the men in

Sumter County went off to war., Even yet another pair or more might be found on cover,
From descendents of battlefield soldiers who received and preserved their letters,
Captain Ghapman'!s only surviving daughter died in Birmingham in the past year,

In the year 1860, the business of the Livingston Postoffice amounted to an average
of $80,00 per month, Since the PM had stamps to sell from October and/or November
to March of 1862, it would indicate that the quantity printed was relatively great,
he would certainly have ordered a two mohths supply of postage this would have
averaged 4000 stamps., Lesser quantities would have not been profitable because of
the expense of the engraving and lithography. This would refute the idea of
scarcity because of limited printing, I rather choose to think that the scardity
was due to the fact that so many of them were mailed to soldiers and were lost on
battlefields, several hundred men left Sumter County and this would have used up a
lot of Livingston's at 5 and 10 cent rates. I sincerely believe that I will get be
able to find some Livingston'!s,

A logical thesis on the origin of the Livingston's follows-

Mobile, Ala, had their lithographed provisionals in use by July or August of 1861,
Livingston was using hand stamped paids at this time there was considerable commerce
between Livingston and Mobile, It is probable that the Livingston Postmaster ob-
served the attractive stamps on the Mobile mail, and wrote Postmaster Lloyd Bowers
and asked for details as to the printer, cost, etc,

Receiving a reply it follows that he contacted the supplier and made arrangements

for printing this beautiful stamp., He probably received proofs of the proposed de-
sign, and these might exist with his descendents, The lateness of beginning usage in-
dicates strongly the influence of the Mobile on his product, 5
The last two Livingston's found were f£mm found right here in Birmingham one Addressed
to Samuel Earle Esq. Elyton, Ada, (old Birmingham% in the middle Thirties, I do not
know its whereabouts, and the one that matches the cut on the Smith cover is in the
possession of a non-collector, from his family correspondence,

I hope this matter proves helpful to you, and that you win first prize with your
exhibit at Fipex, I most sincerely hope to meet you sometime,

Yours truly,

(signed) Raymond J. Rowell Sr.
CSA Colonel, and proud of ourCSA,

1640 - Steiner Averue SW
Birminehim d1. Ala.




March 15, 1956

CGeneral Farl intrin
Nempa, Idaho

Dear Ceneral,

At the request of Colonel Earl Weatherly, I am furnishing you the following ine
formation relative to the livingston Postmaster provisional stamp,

T name of the Postmaster who had these stamps printed was - Stephen i, Muwlev,
was a holdover US Peetmaster,

I have probably spent more time in the study of the Livingston stamp than anyone
ever has, I am currently engaged in a search for descendents of Mmrley, I just
to find a sheet of mint Livingston's, Sounds foolish, bubt I might as well
for the most while I'm at it, I believe like others that the Livingston
ed by the same printers as the lMobile was, and I also believe that E,R,
bertson was the engraver of both, However I am very sure that Mr, Robertson
s not the printer. I have almost conclusive proof that cne of two printers did
press work, either the Thomas F, Mann Co,, who did lithography and advertised
the livingston newspapers for many years from the 184,0's to the 60's, Or
SeHs Coetzal Co., who also did litho work, they were either across the street from
each other, or next door to each other depending on how mumbers ren in lMobile in
those days, one fimm at 33 Dauphin Street, the other at 34 Dauphin St, I spent
days in going over the 1860 census record of Mobile County and did not loeate this
Robertscn, so he was brought to Mobile after the census of 1660, or the stone was
prepared elsewhere than Mobile, both are possible, Remember the Southern Banknote
Co, of New Crleans, a subterfuge of American Banimote Co,

Since Colonel Wectherly tells me that you bought one of the Caspery livingston
covers, I will tell you my knowledge of the covers = this you may rely on, as I
think it will add a tremendous amourt of interest to your exhibit writeup, You
could have the Garber cover, il so the following applies, Mrs, Ann Carber was an
habitue of health resorts for real or fancied zilments, Bladon Springs, Ala, was a
famous health resort with its hot springs. In the sumer of 1861 ghe was at Bladon
Springs for her "health”, She is responsible for the existence of the wonderful
Bladon Springs PROVISICHAL eovers, her letters to members of her family at lLivings-
ton, during the summer of 1861 accoumt for more than 85% of the known covers bearing
the Eladon Springs PROVISIONALS, The cover to her indicates the probabil ity that
the Livingston stamps did not come into use until October or lNovember of 1261, For
dnmatﬂadmsmthomiumammkaﬂymdmmm
cover dated November 26, 1861, Altho dozens of Springs exist addressed to
verious members of the Garber family in Livingston, Since November represemted the
closing of the Bladon Springs resort season, it is apparent that only one letter
addressed to her bore a Livingston, Her letters and this cover provide possibly
the best control ever on dates of usage and frequency, since the time of her stay
at BEladon Springs is known, Cee "STAMFS" in Colonel Framk Hart series, for list
of Bladon Springs provisionels - liote earliest date of usage, then note the date
this Livingston cover, FEach Bladon Springs listed in Hart's listing, which is ad-
dressed to a member of the Garber family, was written by her, Owr own Dr, X, ¥,
Dabney has cne of these Bladon Springs.

The Captain Idward W, Smith cover was addressed in care of Houston Sims & Co, who
were Livingston and Dainesville people and ran a cotton commission house in lobile,
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Page 2

I do not know much about this cover except ue have here in Bimmincham a beautiful
- Livingston cover hitherto unlisted which is addressed to G. G, Criffin of
Demopolis, Ala, and wes used on March 17th, 1862, this is a bhottom sheet margin
copy, and by a one in a million occurence this matches the cut on the top sheet
margin copy which is on the Smith cover, This indicates that these stamps were
printed in only two high rows with poesibly cnly 10 or 20 stamps to the pane, The
Smith copy was used 3 or 4 days later than this cover, This amounts to 2 recon=
structed vertical pair, '

The Capt. R, Chapman cover is very interestin; for many reascns one being the fact
that Capt, Chapman was the son of Alabama's 1847 Covernor and apparently carried
this cover in his effécts throughout the war and brought it back to Livingston

after the war which accounts for its preservation, I am certain that many of these
covers left Livingston for the Virginia battleficlds since most of the men in

Sumter County went off to war, Fven yet another pair or more might be found on cover,
From descendents of battlefield soldiers who received and preserved their letters.
ummt-mmmdmrwmmmmmmmtm.

In the year 1860, the tusiness of the Livingston Postoffice am-unted to an average
of $60,00 per month, Since the PM had stampe to sell from October and/or Novembor
to March of 1862, it would indicate that the quantity printed was relatively great,
he would eertainly have ordered a two mohths supply of po tage this would have
averaged 4000 stamps, Lesser qmnut!.u would have not been profitable because of
the expense of the engraving and lithography. This would refute the idea of
searcity because of limited printing, I rather choose to think that the seardity
was due to the faet that so many of them were mailed to soldiers and were lost on
battlefields, several hundred men left Sumter County and thi.s hm uald up a
lot of Livingston's at 5 and 10 cent rates, I sincerely believe that I will get be
able to find scme Livingston's,

A logical thesis on the origin of the Livingston's followse-

Mobile, Ala, hed their lithographed provisionals in use by July or August of 1861,
Livingston was using hand stamped paids at this time there was considerable commerce
between Livingston and Mobile, It is probable that the Livingston Postmaster obe
served the attractive stamps on the Mobile mail, and wrote Postmaster Lloyd Fowers
and asked for details as to the printer, cost, cte,

a reply it follows that he contacted the supplier and made arrangements
or printing this beautiful stemp, le probably received proofs of the proposed de-
sign, and these night exist with his descendents, The latencss of beginning usage in-
dicates strongly the influence of the lobile on his produet,

The last two livingston's found were fam found here in Birmingham one Addressed
to Samuel Eorle Esqe Elyton, Ala, (old Birmingham) in the middle Thirties, I do mot
know its vhereabouts, and the one that matches the cut on the Smith cover is in the
possession of a nonwcollector, from his fanily correspomndence,

I hope this matter proves helpful to you, and that you win first prize with your
exhibit at Fipex, I most sincerely hope to meet you soretime,

. Yours truly,

(signed) Roymond Jo Rowell Sre
CSh Colonel, and proud of ourCSi,.

1640 = Std.ner Mﬁn S
Rirminshim ¥, Ala.



March 15, 1956

General Earl Antrim
Nempa, Idaho

Dear General,

At the request of Colonel Eerl Weatherly, I am furnishing you the following in-
formation relative to the Livingston Postmaster provisional stamp, :

ghcnamo of the Postmaster who had these stamps printed was - Stephen W, Murley.
e was a holdover US Pestmaster,

I have probably spent more time in the study of the Livingston stamp than anyone
ever has., 1 am currently engaged in a search for descendents of Murley, I just
hope to find a sheet of mint Livingston's, Sounds foolish; but I might as well
lock for the most while I'm at it, I believe like others that the Livingston

was printed by the same printers as the Mobile was, and I also believe that E.R,
Robertson was the engraver of both, However I am very sure that Mr, Robertson
was not the printer. I have almost conclusive proof that one of two printers did
the press work, either the Thomas F, Mann Co.; who did lithography and advertised
in the Livingston newspapers for many years from the 1840's to the 60's, Or

S,H, Coetzal Co, who also did litho work, they were either across the street from
each other, or next door to each other depending on how numbers ran in Mobile in
those days, one firm at 33 Dauphin Street, the other at 34 Dauphin St, I spent
days in going over the 1860 census record of Mobile County and did not locate this
Robertson, so he was brought to Mobile after the census of 1860, or the stone was
prepared elsewhere than Mobile, both are possible, Remember the Southern Banknote
Cos of New Orleans, a subterfuge of American Banknote Co,

Since Colonel Weatherly tells me that you bought one of the Caspery Livingston
covers, I will tell you my knowledge of the covers - this you may rely ony as I
think it will add a tremendous amount of interest to your exhibit writeup. You
could have the Garber cover, if so the following applies, Mrs. Ann Carber was an
habitue of health resorts for real or fancied ailments, Bladon Springs, Ala, was a
famous health resort with its hot springs. In the sumer of 1861 she was at Bladon
Springs for her "health", She is responsible for the existence of the wonderful
Bladon Springs PROVISICNAL ecovers, her letters to members of her family at Livings-
ton, during the summer of 1861 account for more than 857 of the known covers bearing
the Bladon Springs PROVISIONALS, The cover to her indicates the probability that
‘the Livingston stamps did not come into use until October or November of 1861, For
she was at Bladon Springs the entire summer and apparently only received the one
cover dated November 26, 1261, Altho dozens of Bladon Springs exist addressed to
various members of the Carber family in Livingston, Since November represented the
closing of the Bladon Springs resort season, it is apparent that only one letter
addressed to her bore a Livingston, Her letters and this cover provide possibly
the best control ever on dates of usage and frequency, since the time of her stay
at Bladon Springs is known, See "STAMPS" in Colonel Frank Hart series, for listing
of Bladon Springs provisionals - lote earliest date of usage, then note the date of
this Livingston cover, Each Bladon Springs listed in Hart's listing, which is ad-
dressed to a member of the Garber family, was written by her, Our own Dr, ¥, Y,
Dabney has one of these Eladon Springs.

The Captain Fdward W, Smith cover was addressed in care of Houston Sims & Co, who
were Livingston and Oainesville people and ran a cotton commission house in Mobile,



Page 2

I do not know much about this cover except we have here in Bimmingham a beautiful
Livingston cover hitherto unlisted which is addressed to G. C, Griffin of
Demopolis, Ala, and was used on March 17th, 1262, this is a bottom sheet margin
copys and by a one in & million occurence this matches the cut on the top sheet
margin copy which is on the Smith cover, This indicates that these stamps were
printed in only two high rows with possibly only 10 or 20 stamps to the pane, The
Smith copy was used 3 or 4 days later than this cover, This amounts to a2 recon-
structed vertical peir.

The Capt. R, Chapman cover is very interestin: for many recasomnes one being the fact
that Capt, Chapman was the son of Alabama's 1847 Covernor and apparently carried

this cover in his effécts throughout the war and brought it back to Livingston

after the war which aceounts for its preservation, I am certain that many of these
covers left Livingston for the Virginia battlefieclds since most of the men in

Sumter County went off to war, ¥ven yet another pair or more might be found on cover,
From descendents of battlefield soldiers who received and preserved their letters.

Captain Chapman's only surviving dauvghter died in Birmingham in the past year,

In the year 1860, the tusiness of the Livingston Postoffice amounted to an average
of $80,00 per month., Since the PM had stamps to sell from October and/or November
to March of 1862, it would indicate that the quantity printed was relatively great,
he would eertainly have ordered a two mohths supply of po tage this would have
averaged 4000 stamps, Lesser quantities would have not been profitable because of
the expense of the engraving and lithography. This would refute the idea of
scareity because of limited printing, I rather choose to think that the seardity
was due to the fact that so many of them were mailed to soldiers and were lost on
battlefields, several hundred men left Sumter County and this would have used up a
lot of Livingston's at 5 and 10 cent rates. I sincerely believe that I will get be
able to find some Livingston's, ‘

A logical thesis on the origin of the Livingston's followse

Mobile, Ala, had thelr lithographed provisionals in use by July or August of 1861,
Livingston was using hand stamped paids at this time there was eonsiderable commerce
between Livingston and Mobile, It is probable that the Livingston Postmaster obe
served the attractive stamps on the Mobile mail, and wrote Postmaster Lloyd Bowers
and asked for details as to the printer, cost, ete,

Beceiving a reply it follows that he contacted the supplier and made arrangements

for printing this beautiful stemp, He probably received proofs of the proposed de=
sign, and these might exist with his descendents, The lateness of beginning usage in-
dicates strongly the influence of the Mobile on his product,

The last two Livingston's found were fx fourd r here in Birmingham one Addressed
to Samuel Earle Esq, Elyton, Ala, (old Birmingham) in the middle Thirties, I do mot
know its whereabouts, and the one that matches the cut on the Smith cover is in the
possession of a non-collectory from his family correspondence,

I hope this matter proves helpful to you, and that you win first prize with your
exhibit at Pipex, I most sincerely hope to meet you sometime,

Yours truly,

(eigned) Raymond J, Rowell Sv,
CSA Colonel, and proud of ourCEA,

1640 ~ Steiner Aveime S



March 15, 1956

- General Earl Antrin
Nempa, Idaho

Desr General,

At the request of Colonel Iarl Weatherly, I am furnishing you the following in-
formation relative to the Livingston Postmaster provisional stamp,

The name of the Postmester who had these stamps printed was - Stephen W, Murley.
e was a holdover US Fostmaster,

I have probably spent more time in the study of the Livingston stamp than anyone
ever has, 1 am currently engaged in a search for descendents of Muwley, I just
hope to find a sheet of mint Livingston's, Sounds foolish, but I might as well
look for the most while I'm at it, I believe like others that the Livingston
was printed by the same printers as the lobile was, and I also believe that E,R,
Robertson was the engraver of both, However 1 am very sure that Mr. Robertson
was not the printer. I have almost conclusive proof that one of two printers did
the press work, either the Thomas F, Mann Co., who did lithography and advertised
in the Livingston newspapers for many years from the 18,0's to the 60's, Or
S.H, CGoetzal Co, who also did litho work, they were either across the street from
each other, or next door to each other depending on how numbers ran in Mobile in
" those days,-one firm at 33 Dauphin Street, the other at 34 Dauphin 6t, I spent
days in going over the 1860 census record of Mobile County and did not locate this
Robertson, so he was brought to Mobile after the census of 1860, or the stone was
prepared elsewhere than Mobile, both are possible, Hemember the Southern Banknote
Co, of New Orleans, a subterfuge of American Banknote Co,

. Since Colonel Weatherly tells me that you bought one of the Caspary Livingston
covers, I will tell you my knowledge of ihe covers -« this you may rely on, as I
think it will add a tremendous amount of interest to your exhibit writeup, You
could have the Garber covery if so the following applies, Mrs, Ann Carber was an
~habitue of health resorts for real or fancied ailments, Bladon Springs, Ala, was a
famous health resort with its hot springs. In the sumer of 1861 she was at Bladon
Springs for her "health", She is responsible for the existence of the wonderful
Bladon Springs PROVISIUNAL covers, her letters to members of her family at Livings-
ton, during the summer of 1861 account for more than &5% of the known covers bearing
the Bladon Springs PROVISIONALS, The cover to her indicates the probability that
the Livingston stamps did not come into use until October or November of 1861, For
she was at Bladon Springs the entire swmmer and apparently only received the one
cover dated November 26, 1861, Altho dozens of Bladon Springs exist addressed to
various members of the Garber family in Livingston, Since November represented the
closing of the Bladon Springs resort season, it is apparent that only one letter
addressed to her bore a Livingston, Her letters and this cover provide possibly
the best control ever on dates of usage and frequency, since the time of her stay
at Bladon Springs is known, See "STAMPS" in Colonel Frank Hart series, for listing
of Bladon Springs provisionals - Note earliest date of usage, then note the date of
this Livingston cover, Each Bladon Springs listed in Hart's listing, which is ad-
dressed to a member of the Garber family, was written by her. Our own Dr. M, Y,
Dabney has one of these Bladcn Springse.

The Captain Eduard Wo Smith cover was addressed in care of Houston Sims & Co, who
were Livingston and Dainesville people and ran a cotton commission house in Mobile,
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I do not know much about this cover except we have here in Birmingham a beautiful
Livingsten cover hitherto unlisted which is addressed tc G. G, Griffin of
Demopolis, Ala, and was used on March 17th, 1862, this is a hottom sheet margin
copys and by a one in a million occurence this matches the cut on the top sheet
margin copy which is on the Smith cover, This indicates that these stamps were
printed in only two high rows with possibly cnly 10 or 20 stamps to the paney The
Smith copy was used 3 or 4 days later than this cover, This amounts to a recon-
structed vertical pair,

The Capt., R, Chapman cover is very interestin- for many reasons one being the fact
thet Capt, Chapman was the gon of Alabama's 18,7 Covernor and apparently carried

thils eover in his effécts throughout the war and brought it back to Livingston

after the war which aceounts for its preservation, I am certain that many of these
covers left Livingston for the Virginia battlefields since most of the men in

Sumter County went off to war, Even yet another pair or more might be found on cover,
From descendents of battlefield soldiers who received and preserved their letters,
Captain Ghapman's only surviving daughter died in Birmingham in the past year,

In the year 1860, the business of ‘the Livingston Postoffice amcunted to an average
of $80,00 per month, Since the PM had stamps to sell from October and/or November
to March of 1862, it would indicate that the quantity printed was relatively great,
he would certainly have ordered a two mohths supply of po tage this would have
averaged L4000 stamps, Lesser guantities would have not been profitable because of
the expense of the engraving and lithogrephy. This would refute the idea of
scarcity because of limited printing, I rather choose to think that the scerdity
was due to the fact that so many of them were mailed to scldiers and were lost on
battlefields, several hundred men left Sumter Coumty and this would have used up a
lot of Livingston's at 5 and 10 cent rates. I sinecerely believe that I will get be
gble to find some Livingston's,

A logical thesis on the origin of the Livingston's followse

Mobile, Ala, had thelr lithographed provisionals in use by July or August of 1861,
Livingston wzs using hand stemped paids at this time there was considerable commerce
between Livingston and Mobile, It is probable that the Livingston Postmaster ob=
served the attractive stamps on the Mobile mail, and wrote Postmaster Lloyd Bowers
and asked for details as to the printer, cost, etc,

Receiving a reply it follows that he contacted the supplier and made arrangements

for printing this beautiful stamp, He probably received proofs of the proposed de=-
sign, and these might exist with his descendents, The lateness of beginning usage in-
dicates strongly the influence of the Mobile on his produect, . 5
The last two Livingeton's found were f3m found right here in Birmingham one Addressed
to Samuel Eerle Esq, Elyton, Ada, (old Birmingham) in the middle Thirties, I do mot
know its whereabouts, and the one that matches the cut on the Smith cover is in the
possession of a non-collector, from his family correspondence,

I hope this matter proves helpful to you, and that you win first prize with your
exhibit at Fipex, I most sincerely hope to meet you soretime,

Yours trﬂly,

(signed) Raymond J, Rowell Sw,
CSA Colonel, and proud of ourCSA,

1640 - Steiner Avefme SW
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Jark £. Moleswnrth
Plilatelic Dealér and Brokes

102 Beacon Street
Boston 16, Massachuseits

April 26, 1956

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook
33 North Ft. Thomas Avenue
Fort Thomas, Kentucky

Dear Stan,

Many thanks for your prompt reply on the
lot of covers recently sent. Enclosed is my check
for $16.50 covering your fees. Your opinion on
the St. Louis Bear strip confirms my own, though
I also do not consider myself to be an expert on
these items. I shall have it checked by a
specialist when in New York for FIPEX and will let
you know his opinion. I was quite leary of the
5¢ New York used from Boston since I had never seen
such a grid,

Enclosed is a rare, though not too nice,
cover showing the 1847 usage abroad. I would appre-
ciate your examining and signing the reverse if you
feel it is genuine as I am rather sure it is myself,
Though my mail will be forwarded, if you wish to
reply on this item to me c/o the Mayflower Hotel,
6lst and Central Park, New York, I would appreciate
its

Sorry you won't be able to make it to FIPEX,

With best regards,

il
soasf

Jaclk/ E. Molesworth
Enclosure
JENs as



Mr, Jack E, Molesworth,
% The Mayflower Hotel,
6lst St, and Central Park,
New York, N,Y.

Dear Jack:

Your Air Special came Saturday afternoon with the
1847 cover to Scotland and check for $16,50 for which
please aecept my thanks,

As requested, I will returm the 1847 cover to you
to the above address tomorrow (Monday).

Regarding this cover, I have know it since it
came up in the H, R, Harmer sale in London, Dec, 6,195L
(Lot 661), There are several points about it which are
not so good but in spite of these I believe the cover is
genuine, For example, the use was during the "Retaliatory
Rate" period, July 1lst,1848 to Dee. 15, 1848(?),
that time if a letter was sent to England or through
England in an American Packet, the required postage was
U.S.domestie (note domestie, not internal) plus 24¢ sea,
per % 0z, On such the Dritish collected a shilling from
the addressee,

Your cover shows 35¢ paid, thus we assume it was 24¢
sea plus 10¢ domestic - 1¢ overpay, Your cover does not
show any postmark of origin, hence the 10¢ domestie indi-
cates it was at a distance of over 300 miles from New
York, However, the routing shows = (literally) "Per
British Steamer America from Nefy York 16 A%E 48," This
was a ship of the Cunard Line = British Packet. If this
letter was sent by the "America" all the postage required
would have been the U, S. domestic, not 34¢. I assume
that the writer intended the letter to go by the "America"
on Wednesday, Aug, 16, 1848, but if it did not arrive in
New York in time, then it was to go by the next sailing
which may have been an American Packet. The baek stamp
shows it arrived at mvﬁ on August 30, 18,8, so it is
possible it did not reach New York in time to go by the
America on Aug, 16, as I doubt if it would have required



#2. ¥Mr, Jack E, Molesworth - April 29, 1956,

the Cunard "America" 14 days to reach Liverpool from
New York in August 1848, On the other hand, Liverpool
was the home port of the Cunard Line,

I doubt if any fixer would put a 10¢ 1847 strip on
a cover and permit it to be creased as this one is, I
don't like to sign a cover such as this without an ex~-
planation such as the above becaus< there are some who
would not have the above facts and might wonder why I
thought the cover was genuine and in the "Retaliatory Rate"
category., I have signed it on the back.

Sincerely yours,



PHILIP G. RusT
WINNSTEAD PLANTATION
THOMASVILLE, GEORGIA

April 25th,1956

IR, S«BsAshbrook
Ft sThomas, Ky.

Dear Stan:
The enelosed cover looks genuine to me, Will you
please give it a paragraph or two of write-up(if it isn't

phonyl) and bill me for said service. The Edgartown ties the
10¢ and 1l¢s together nieely,anyhow.

Boy! Aren't my letters works of art? phew.x//?¢)

Sineerely yours,

e~
jﬁ Sg W N oY s k&
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RECEIPT FOR CERTIFIED MAIL—15¢

SENT TO | PHILIP G RUST

STREET AND NO. Koute 5

CITY AND STATE

If you want a 7¢ shows 31¢ shows to whom,

return receipt, to whom when, and address

check which and when where delivered
delivered

POSTMARK
OR DATE

THOMASVILLE, Georgia | .2+"

POD Form 3800
Apr. 1955




-
.

o

Stick postage stamps to your letter to pay:

15-cent certified mail fee

First-class or airmail postage

Either return receipt fee (optional)

Special-delivery fee (optional)
If you want this receipt postmarked, stick the gummed stub
on the address side of the letter, leaving the receipt attached,
and present the letter to a postal employee.
If you do not want-this receipt postmarked, stick the
gummed stub on the address side of the letter, detach and
retain the receipt, and mail the letter.

. If you want a return receipt, write the certified-mail number

and your name and address on a return receipt card and at-
tach it to the back of the letter.

Save this receipt and present it if you make inquiry.
YT U. 5. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE : 1955 16—71547-1



April 29, 1956,

Mr, Philip G. Rust,
Route 5’
Thomasville, Ga,

Dear Phil:

Herewith the cover to Batavia showing L5¢ paid in April 1858 or 1859,
Probably 1858 as I have a record of other covers of this same "NORTON"
correspondence of March and April 1858, I have known this cover for many
years and I have a photograph of it that I made along about 1936 or 1937,
It was then in the S, W, Richey collection and when I sold that collection
I probably sold it to Stark. Maybe it was a Stark item that I sold last
year, I could find out if I searched my records. The cover is genuine in
every respect but I doubt if only a few present day students could explain
the markings,

This cover was from Edgartown, Mass, to the Captain of the sailing ship
"MINSTREL" on acrip to India and China, The rates were as follows -

"To Batavia :
g;Eit:Eh: Mail Via Southampton - 33¢ per 3 oz.
om Southampton Via Gibraltar by

sea - Suez - ete,)

Br Mail V e = 33¢ per % oz,

n 1" " n " - h5¢ per 0%
WMWY note this wasy tted "ia lorseilles’ and 45t vas pa.id Note the
back stamp, "New Yo The "18" is the U, S, credit to
Britain = the "30" was the Batavia due, (kind of money unknown to me), This

is quite an interesting study in rates and weights = also route as I will explain,
The Edgartown postmasker thought the cover was over % oz., hence he charged the
writer 45¢, When the letter got to New York they found it did not weigh over

% oz., hence gave a credit to Britain at that rate, In other words, the Edgar
town P,O. charged the writer 6¢ too much,

On a letter of # oz, the 39¢ rate was made up as follows:

By Amer, Pkt. to Eﬂglmﬂ - U,Se share ...-....-...21¢
French " (across France 6¢

British share (sea) ..._l_g%

3

Had this letter weighed over % oz,, the credit would have been 6¢ more to France,
making a 45¢ rate, Thus by weights, rates, routes and credits and debits, we can
get a very good idea whether a foreign rate cover is good or hasbeen subjected to
any monkey-business, Ixcepticnally few U, S, students have gone into this subject
because the facts were not readily available, It took me years of hunting to
father all the data which I have,



)
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#2¢ Mr, Philip Gs Rust = April 29’ 1956.

You inquired my idea of value, Because of the rate, destination and nice
appearance of the cover I would appraise it at $75.00, though it is question-
able if a buyer would pay that much at auction unless he was one who had some
knowledge of the rate and markings and the fact that a foreign raté cover to
Batavia is an item far from common, in fact, something exceptional,

On the back is a pencil "Type III," I recognize this handwriting -« It is

that of Ernmest R, Jacobs and no doubt made many years ago, The chances are he
sold this cover to Pichey in the 1920's,

Richc} had two other "NORTON" covers to Batavia, one had a H,S. of 3¢ of
the 12¢ 1851 and a H,S, of 3 of the 3¢ 1851, the other a H,S, of 3 of the 10¢
1857 plus a 5¢ 1856,

Many foreign rate covers have very interesting stories to tell to one who
can read their language., Very few can,

With best wishes =

Cordially yours,
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¥r, Edgar B, Jessup,
g WSMW;

Dear Ed:

Yours of the 26th mailed at Oakland on the 27th arrived this
AM,

Herewith I retuwrn the 5¢ 1857 Type II, This 1s not the
%m Brown or even similar to that color, It is a Type II .
s stamp was lot #291 in the Fex sale of April 20th last, \
sent, for it before the sale because I was satisfied in my own mind
that it was not an 0,B, « I made a color slide of it and marked it

in my records as a Browi,

Please don't quote me for this reason = Fox hates to take back
items like this and he blames me for being the cause, as a result,
he is sore at me, Ezra should have known this is not the color.
Not in a thousand years, I ask you not to quote me to anyone on
this stamp, but if anyone claims it is an Orange Brown tell them you
will leave 1% up to Ashbrook, Whoever sends it to me will be charged
$5,00, Had this been an Orange Brown you would not have purchased it
at £57.,50¢ Ezra should have known better, Krug would kvow this is
not an O,B, Fox is far too careless in a lot of his descriptions and
no one knows this better than Ezra,

Give our best regards to Mildred and tell her thet we hope she
has a most enjoyable visit in New York,

Cordiauy yoursy .
(39=52) ok T
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. From Boston, Ms. E%,, 11, 1851, via Boston or New York by
British Packet to Liverpool, thence to France, London, F
thru Calais Febs 25, Avize Feb., 25. From Boston or New York
on Wednesday, Febs 12, 1851 -« 12 days to England - 13 days from
/origin to destination,

Stamp tied by Boston black s At this period Boston used a
grid in black, though in ear years, red grids were used on
the forty-sevens, The 5¢ payment was the U,5, intermal of 5¢
per # oz, under the U,S,=British Postal Treaty, The postage due
from the addressee from the U,S. frontier was "13" decimes or
about 25¢ in U, S, currency at that time,

This cover is gemuine in every respect.




2¢ 1847 - Single - to Avize, France

From Savannah, Ga, Ji 28, 1851 Via New York or Boston by
British Packet to ﬂvem, thence to France, London Feb,

2l = thru Calais Feb, 25 = Avize Feb, 25, 28 days in transit,
By a Cunard British Packet on !‘ednesday Feb. 12, 1851, thus,
35 days after leaving Savannah and the Atlantic sailing,

/Stamp tied by red grid of Savamnsh, At this period in 1851,

¥
’
¥

the domestic rate from Savannah to New York was 10¢ (over 300

miles), but this letter was sent under the terms of the UeS.~

British Postal Treaty which provided a payment of 5¢ per % oz.,
postage, Postage was due at destinstion from the U,S,

frontier, in this case "13" decimes as evidenced by the hand-
struck French marking in black = (about 25¢ U.S. at that time).

This cover is genuine in every way,

May L, 1956,
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May 8, 1956.

Mr, Thos. Parks,

3556 = T9th Ste, -
Jackson Heights, N,Y,

Decr Mr, Parks:

Yours of the 30th received. I am returning the postage that you enclosed
as I certainly did not expect any refund, Thanks just the same,

I think the strongest evidence regarding your cover is the newspaper clipping.
It shows that mail was arriving thru the blockade and that Riddell was charging
high rates on same, What is needed is more evidence, Why don't you write an
article zbout the item and publigh it in "Stamps" and make an appeal for further
data of any kind pertaining to it? Have you ever had any correspondence with
Leonard V, Huber of New Orleans re - blocade mail into that eity? He is a very
thorough student and a very fine gentlemen,

Re = New Orleans postmarks after Federal occupation, I believe I was the
one who originally started this study and took the matter up with MaeBride and
Shenfield, I turned up the cover of JUL _.’2_4 1862 to Parie with the three 5¢ 1857,
All the peneil marks on your photosgtat are s It is possible that I sent you a
print at the time, Your photogtatédoes not show all the markings. I had quite a
bit of correspondence with Shenfield about six years ago regarding that cover, As
near as I can re s 1t was ‘the earliest hrecord we had of the Federal type with
the crooked "S,2 This postmark was applied in a deep indigo and so were the targets,
My pencil marks show the cover was sent to me by "O,B," but offhand I do not recall
who this was but I could look up my records.

later .

In searching my records I found that in a sale by Costales 2/14/1950, there was
a cover = m_% with the Type I = croocked "S" of Jul 12 1862 - applied in -
or a very dark ck blue, Have you any record of an earlier use? I wonder how long

Andigo was used,
I probably have a Harmer Rooke catalogue £f you can give me the date.

With regards -
Cordially yours,



May 11, 1956.

Mr, Thomas Parks,
3556 = 79th Ave.,
Jackson Heights, N.Y.

Dear Mr, Parks:

Herewith a photo print of your cover, If
this is actually a blocade-run cover do you not
think a correct explanation would be that this
was not 2 large package but a letter of not over
% oz. and the "2" was the 2¢ local C,S.A, rate
and the $1,50 was the special extra charge made
by Riddell for a blocade~run letter?

Sincerely yours,
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May 23, 1956.

Mr, L, V, Huber,
4841 Canal St.,
New Orleans 19, la,

Dear Mr, Huber:
Thanks very much for yours of the 1éth,

It is most unfertunate that the Parks item is just a face and does
not show more. I mote that you believe this could heve been 2 6 x 25¢ DUE,
but it is my understanding the express companies rated the same as the
Post Office, Would a 6 times express charge (6 x two bits) be rated at the
PeOe as a single 2¢ Drop? Further, is there any cvidence that the blocade
was not run by ship up the river? And if this went thru the N,0, P,0, on
Jan Ly 1862 as postmarked, weuld the C,S, ﬂ. postal system collect #1,50 for
an express company? That I doubt, -

In my letter I referred to en article in the Pieayune about Riddell
_charging ‘:1.50 extra on blocade=run letters,

Herewith I return your Star Die cover; and regret to state I cannot meke
out the date of the postmark but even if it is February 1261, it would still
be U, S, mail and its only feature would be a use secession, I do not
attach a great deal of significance to covers used the South between Jan,
1, 1861 end June 1, 1861, While the seceded states regarded themselves as
Independent, Washington did not teke thet view, and the postal system was U.S,
operated uutil June 1lst, 1861,

I made a photograph of your cover thm a special filter to see if I could
bring out -the date, On this I will report later,

With every good wish -
| Cordially yours,
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May 10, 1956,

Mr, W.Hill,
26 - 2nd St., South,
Minneapolis, Minn,

Dear Henry:

Yours of the 8th received enclosing the three 5¢ 1856~1857 which I am re-
turning herewith, Here are my comments -

Re - the 5¢ 1856 ~ Red - I = "[jeak transfer" (or short transfer),
Colson called this a "worn plate," don't th this plate ever showed any
wear, I note this is the copy that Colson described and illustrated in his
Bulletfin of May 1946 (Caldndar), Is this a rescent acquisition? I made some
color slides of it but I did not make an enlarged black and white but will do so
later if you desire sanme,

I got something in my left eye and in rubbing it I guess I cut the eye and
apparently it got infected, As a result, I have been having the devil of a time
with it, It is a bit better today but I am still having the Doctor treat it,
Just about the time I think it i1s better it all comes back, sore as the devil
and feels like I had a pbbble under the lid,

Re = the 5¢ 1857 = Type II « Brown with the red New York postmark andiome
black markings, doubt very much if this stamp shows any evidence of a plate
crack, There is some damage to Jefferson's right chin and also to his left coat
collar which may be a "scuff" of the surface of the paper or perhaps due more to
some foreign substance that adhered to the surface of the plate at these points
and prevented printing, It is my guess that lMorris had referende to these spots
but I can : imagine that such a careful student as he is of plate varieties
would suggest that these have any relation to cracks, My guess is that this
variety is not consistent, Going over both panes of plate proofs I failed to find
any such variety.

Re = the 5¢ 1647 = Type L1 - Brown with the vide bars oflly grid, This could
be one of the New York grids of 1860 = but I do not believe this feature is ime
portant, The ink of this grid looks genuine to me, and besides there could hardly
be any incentive for a fakerto put a fake grid on an umused 5¢ Type II brown, I
am wondering if this is not the stamp that Morris thought might be a cracked plate .
variety? ere is a diagonal brown line in the left bottom part of the design which
is quite ceable, but if this is a consistent plate variety it is my opinion that
it is much too wide a line for a crack, hence more likely a foreign gash or thieck
line on the plate surface. From this one copy who can determine whether it is con-
sistent or not = If we could find an exact duplicate then we could be certain if it
is a consistent plate variety, I went over both panes (photos) of plate proofs and
was unable to find any such a variety as this, therefore, it is my opinion that this
is an ink variety and not consistent,

H e I do not recall that I have ever met her personally but I believe
her husband paid me a call several years ago, I have had some correspondence with’
her in the past year as she seems to be quite a nice and an enthusiastic collector,



#2. }h'. Hem'y_'\“'. Hill - M 10’ 1956.

I wonder what she thinks could be jained by a reconstruction of Plate 2 when we
have very fine plate proofs of both panes, (photographs), It seems to me it would
be quite an expensive waste of time, Further, I differ with her that one could
make a reconstruction even with a plate proof as a guide, A plate cannot be re-

. constructed where there are not plate varieties of some kind, Of course, it is

" very easy for a person to.express an opinion but is an opinion werth while if 1t
is not based on some experience or knowledge of the subject, ‘

Inasmich as I do not think the enclosed copy is a "ecrack” I do not think it
has an extra value over an ordinary copy.

Henry thanks a million for the money orders, I will write you further re -
your letter and Fipex, after the pain in my eye eases up,

With every good wish -
Cordially yours,



kJ UH ﬂ H. ;UX 173 Tulip Avenue « Floral Park « New York ¢ FL 4-4636

AUCTIONS » APPRAISALS « RETAIL > WHOLESALE « STAMPS « COVERS « ACCESSORIES

May 11, 1956

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook
33 N, Ft. Thomas Avenue
Ft. Thomas, Kentucky

Dear Stan:

Enclosed please find a cover I would appreciate having
you check for me and giving me an opinion, If genuine, this
of course would probably be the earliest recorded date,

We missed you at the Show and wished that Mildred and
yourself could have found time to visit. It was a fabulous
show despite quite a few things happening which were not to
our liking. However, I guess we must all keep our amateur
standing as showmen, so a lot of things can be excused,

With kind personal regards and best wishes to you
both,

Sincerely,

y

nad A
'.ﬂ Ao FOX

P.,S. Under no circumstances return the enclosed fee,

JAF:ew

New York Office and Auction Rooms . 116 Nassau Street, New York 38 . N. Y. Tel. BArclay 7-4943



M&y 11") 1956-

Mr, John A, Fox,
173 Tulip Ave,,
Moral Park, N.Y,

Dear John:

Herewith I am returning the 5¢ 1856 cover, I have known about this cover for
meny years, in fact, way back into the early nineteen twenties, when it was in the
Waterhouse collection, More on that later,

The last time I saw it was in March 1954 vhen it was sent to me by Frank S,
Levi of Larchmont, NeYs who semt it to me at my request, I made a very careful ex-
amination of it at that time, also a number of photographs, one of which was an en-
largement of the stamp by ultra=violet light, I wrote Levi at that time that I
would give him a complete analysis of the cover but would have to charge him a fee
of $5,00, He failed to avail himself of same as he never sent the fee, He stated
at the time he did not know where his father obtained the cover, My guess is that
Frank Levi Sr, obtained it from Clarence Brazer, I never advised Levi Jr, (as near
as I can recall) whether I advised him that the cover was good or bad,

I understand that at the Fipex a cover was shown to a certain dealer and he was
informed that I had stated the cover was bad, That dealer replied - "I don't give a
damn what Aghbrook saidy, that cover is good," Well, he may have been right and he
may have been wrong because I am not so foolish as to have any illusions that I know
all the answers, However, in some cases I am positive I can prove an opinion and this
5¢ 1856 cover happens to be in that category. This cover has a French postmark on
face of "5 AVRIL 56," Also a New York postmark of Mar 23, Now both of these markings
cannot. be correct, because, if the New York is genuine, then the Frénch could not have
been 1856, because this type of New York did not come into use until April 1, 1857 -
The reason is this - This was a and the U,S.,=French Treaty did not go
into effect until April 1, 1857, was a debit marking to France of 9¢ and there
was no such a thing before April 1, 1357, So you see this marking could not have been
used in 1856, Further, the French due is "24" decimes, showing thet this was a 3 x 8
decimes due,

Under the treaty the rate was 15¢ per % oz., which was equivalent to 8 decimes,
This letter was, therefore, sent unpaid = a triple rate of 3 x 8 due in Paris, Owr
share of this rate was 3¢ per single, hence the "9" debit to France of 3 x 3¢, UWhat
happened? Did some faker change the date in the two French postmarks - one on face =
one on the back? This letter went by a "Br Pkt" « a Cunard mail ship, and the sail=-
ings were on Wednesdays. Ivery other Wednesday from Boston or New York, In 1856
#; 23 was Sunday, so it is a cinch this cover was not used in 1856 (in my opinion),
as this stamp used on this cover? Is the New Orleans p.m, genuine or a fake? In 1858,
March 23 fell on Tuesday., This could have been a use in 1858, and sent up to Boston to
go by the Vednesday sailing, or the use could have been in 1859 - on Mar 23 = \ednesday.
Offhand I did not look up my records to see if the "Canada" (Cunarder) sailed on those
days,

Note the small red "PD", This is a fake - It was French applied and meant PAID
in fill to destination, This was also a treaty marking, This letter was certainly not
Paido

I suppose this could have originoted in New Orleans on Mar, 14, 1859 or 1858, and



g #2. m’. JOhn A. Fox = r‘v 115, 1956.

because of the _\h_o_%pgm it was rated as entirely unpaid at New York. It is
possible the stamp a cleaned copy and tied by a fake New Orleans postmark,

Which analysis do you prefer?

Waterhouse advised Chasc and me along about 1921 that he had a 5¢ 1856 cover
used from N,0, on March 14, 1856, We did not list it because neither of us had
seen it, In the Waterhouse sale in London in November 1924 this cover was mj;% -
and was briefly described as follows: "used on cov% to Paris - fine," The next
heard of this cover was when it was sent to me by arence Erazer on Fgﬁ, 3s lﬂ%, at
which time I made a complete deseription of it for my records, and at that time
thought the cover was genuine, Everything looked good to me, The following is a
part of the description made at that time, quote! "Cover has enclosed a certificate
of genuineness signed by Helnrich Kohler of Berlin dated Mar, 12, 1928, Notations on
reverse show that cover passed thru hands of Frank Godden and Charles J, Phillips under
date of Nov, 28, 1930," It appears that Phillips sold it to Brazer who in tuwrn sold
it to Frank S, Levi, Sr, .

Had any dealer in New York sent this cover to me I would not have charged iore
than $5,00, therefore, there is no reason in the world why you should pay me $15,00,
so I am returning seme as I am already in your debt because of overpays in the past,

John do you think you could obtain the above information from that bunch of
"Experte" at the P,F,? Or for that metter, amy other place in the wordd?

I did miss seeing a lot of friends at the Show, but I am confident I was wise in
not attending, I am sure the physical strain would leve been too great, That is the
only reason I did not put in an appearance,

Mildred joins me in every good wish to Virginia and you,
Cordially yours,

PeSe==1 am always a bit suspicious when I see a stamp down in the left bottom, In the
case of this cover one wonders if the New York postmgrk was applied before the stamp
and the N,O, postmark? You see this could have been a stampless sent unpaid with



May 15, 1956.

m‘o John A, ch’
173 Tulip Ave.,
Floral Park, N,Y,

Dear John:

Re = the 5¢ 1856 cover - See my Service Issue
of April 1954 = page 280 and photograph #145, I
- forgot to mention this in my letter of yesterday.

Yours etc.s



kJ UH H H ¥UX 173 Tulip Avenue + Floral Park « New York + FL 4-4636

AUCTIONS « APPRAISALS « RETAIL « WHOLESALE «» STAMPS « COVERS « ACCESSORIES

May 16, 1956

Mr, Stanley B. Ashbrook
P.O, Box 31

33 North Ft, Thomas Avenue
Fort Thomas, Kentucky

Dear Stan:

Thank you for your letter of May l4th, I appreciate your
opinion on this cover more than you know, However, I feel very
bad that you will not take a fee when I send it., I don't care
whether you charge other people five dollars or fifty dollars,
I feel that when I send you something, I am more than paid by
getting an intelligent opinion,

I do not know who the man at FIPEX was who made the remark
contradicting your opinion, nor do I say that I would never
disagree with your opinion, It might happen, but before I
would.I would want to check awful damn close because more than
likely, I would be wrong. You mention the Philatelic Foundation
to me...my opinion of that I will keep to myself! Even worse
is my opinion of one of the other "expert" groups that operates
for a certain organization, I think it is horrible that people
who set themselves up as experts can never learn to say "I do
not know", It is not a crime not to know, but certainly is a
crime to pass an opinion on something when they do not know,

We sure missed Mildred and yourself at FIPEX and think you
would have enjoyed the trip. I agree, that it might have been
a strain, but look at the fun you would have had!

Again, many thanks for your kindness, but the next time I
send a fee, if you do not take it, it will be the last item I
will send. I do not want anything for nothing. I believe in
this respect, I might be like Stanley B. Ashbrook,

With kind personal regards and best wishes,

Sincerely,

JAF :ew

New York Office and Auction Rooms . 116 Nassau Street, New York 38 . N. Y. Tel. BArclay 7-4943
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Jark £. Muolesworth
Philatelic Dedler and Broker

102 Bearon Street
Boston 16, Massachusetts

May 16, 1956

Stanley B, Ashbrook
33 North Ft Thom as Ave
Fort Thomas, Ky.

Dear Stan,
Many thanks for your prompt opinion on the 1847 cover

for which I enclose $4.50. Sorry I could not acknowledge
sooner due to heavy post-FIPEX work here.

FIPEX was, in my opinion, a success in most every respect
and I was glad to have taken a booth even tho it was quite a
strain that we would not care to go through again for some time
to come., I was a bit disappointed in the quality of the U.S.
exhibits based on which it is understandable that a foreign
collection won the Grand Award., Meroni had the only really
comprehensive showing and it was rather spotty as far as
completness goes withhmany of the items sub-standard condition
wise. This was doubtlessly due to the short period in which
he has accumlated his current collection and hiés reluctance to
pay the really top price which quality material has been bringing
over the past three years. The U.S. Revenue showing by lMorton
Joyce was by far the outstanding United States exhibit. Meroni
won the CSA Trophy almost entirely due to the high monetary value
of his exnibit in my opinion as he arrangement, write-up, and
completness left a great deal to be desired with the collectdon
of Rpbert Wiseman beating him in all of those areas in my opinion,

Enclosed is an interesting 5 & 10¢ 1847 combination cover
on which I will appreciate your opinion, Possibly you may have
seen it before and not cared for it. I personally question whether
the 10¢ stamp was ever used on this eover., It is owned by a
client of mine who recently purchased it and requested my opinion,
I urged him to send it to you as the best authority and at his
request am sending it to you for him, Please address your reply on
it to Mr. Josef Seligson, Bellevue Hotel, 21 Beacon St,, Boston, Mass,
but send both the letter and the cover back to me and I will take
care of your fee and deliver to him.

Your reply on the cover by air-special will be greatly
appreciated.

JBi/p
encl
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Hay 18: 19560

Mr. Jack E, Molesworth,
102 EBeacon Street,
Boston 16, Mass.

Dear Jacki?

Herewith the 5¢~10¢ 1847 cover as per yours of the léth, This from New York
on May 13, 1848 and addressed to Millard Fillmore, Albany, N.Y. I have known of
this cover for many years; in fact, when it came up in a sale by Kelleher back in
1926, I sent for it, but I did not bid on it because I was not impressed with it,
That sale was April 23, 1926, and it was Lot 41k, I have no record of the sale
prices 1 believe the cover was purchased by J, W, Sampson and that it was in his
collection up to along about 1948 when he sold his 1847 collection to Fox and
Costaless It was sent to me along aboufy that time @ $1,100,00, Later it was sub-
mitted to a friend of mine at $850,00, Later it was purchased by Dr. Polland in
1950, It was in a sale by Colby « A,P,S,Convention, Sept. 4, 1952« I have no
later record,

The date of use was apparently lMay 1848 and at that time there was a tﬁige
rate, As you are aware there was no such a thing as a tgiple rate between March

15, 1849 and June 30, 1851 (inc,). So much for the rate, There is no actual

evidence that the 10¢ was used on this cover, in fact, this could have teen a cover
with a single 5¢ or a single 10¢, hence it would be nothing but pure guess-work for
anycne to state that the cover is good or bad, For that reason, loack of any con-
vineing evidence - I cannot give a definite opinion, As stated, note the date of use -
very early May 1848, The 5¢ stamp does not look lithe an early impression to me nor -
do I like the shade for a use in May 1848, This fedture leads me to question whether
this 5¢ stamp was actually used on this cover, I suppose the use could have been

1848 as the notation on back appears to be okay,

& Rawdon firm delivered 600,000 of the 5¢ on June 3, 1847 and 800,000 on
March 15, 1848, I doubt seriously if this stamp came out of either delivery, because

it is my opinion that the shade and the impression does not look like a stamp from
those two shipments.

I am charging you a modified fee for this examination,
Sincerely yours,



EZRA D. COLE

Rare Postage Stamps
NYACK . NEW YORK

Commissions . Appraisals

TELEPHONE NYACK 7-0964

May 14th, 1956

Mr. Stanley Ashbrook,
P. 0. Box 31, '
Fort Thomes, Kentucky.

Dear Stan:

Fm is still in town and will be for a couple of more
weeks. I have not seen him since the Show. He has been
busy and I have been trylng to catch up and am beginning
to see a little daylight. It will take years to get my
stock sorted so I can find anything.

I read the editorial in Linn's and of course I saw
George at the Show.

In my opinion the judging at the Stamp Show was the
worst I ever saw. It was terrible, especially in certain
sections like the postal history section. As a matter of
fact the judges could have stood outside the Coliseum and
thrown a medal at the frames and whatever frames the medals
hit could have been given a prize and it would have been a
better job than they did by looking at them. When I tell you
it was awful it is the understatement of the year,

I bought the enclosed cower and I am just wondering if
you think there was another stemp on it and if so what. It does
not look right to me.

Did you ever see this "Chicago AM.PKT." in blue before?
I have seen it in red going out of the country.

7

Sincerely, —
-l R

EDC smkl
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May 18, 1956.

Mr, Ezra D, Cole,
Nyack, N.Y.

Dear Ezras
Herewith the two covers as per yours of the lith.

Re = the Patriotiec, Of course, this stamp was not used on this
cover as the New York date was May 18, 1861, some months before the
stamp was issued, The stamp covers in part the Boston paid, The rate
was 10¢ so I judge the original stamp was a 10¢ 1¢57, This was 1961
because the Hamburg Packets sailed on Saturdays and in 1861 May 1€ was
Saturdaye.

: Yes; I have seen this Chicago foreign mail type in blue before but
it is wnusual, It should have been appli@éd in black because it was a
due merking, 5¢ was collected from the addressee,

Your remarks on Fipex are in line with all the other worthwhile ex=
pressions I have received, Bad management all around, I understand Sir
John was paid a _bg_% tp come over plus all his expenses, also that the
show ran $50,000,00 in the red. JImagine. Whoever picked that thing they
gave as the grand award should have his head eramined, You should kid
Em about serving on that "Jury.," I hope you did a big business.

Stan Jr. home on leave all week, hence I am way btehind with my mail,
Regards,
Cordially yours,



' ol PL.
ALUCTION SPECIALISTS

STAMPS i COINS 1416-1428 SOUTH PENN SOUARE

PHILADELPHIA 2, PA.

L B9TF.
RITTENHOUSE & 6632

may 10, 1956

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook
33 N. Fort Thomas Avenue
Fort Thomas, Kentucky

Dear Mr. Ashbrook:

I enclose a cover which the
owner claims is United States #7
from plate 3.

I would appreciate your opinion
on this together of course with
your charge for the service.

T—

Earl P. L. Apfelbaum

EPLA/nk
Enc.
cc: Earl Oakley

RETAIL SALES - AUCTIONS - PRIVATE SALES COLLECTIONS PURCHASED - APPRAISALS
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May 1, 1956,

My, Earl P,LsApfelbaum,
M16~M28 S, Pernn SQQ,
: Philadelphia 2, Pas

Dear Mr. Apfelbaum:
Herewith the One Cent 1851 cover as per yours of the 1Oth,

Re = the 1¢ stamps from Flates 2 and 3, some of the latter can be
readily identified by the color or by the surface cracks or some
prominent plate marking, Re = the color, stamps from both plates are
known in practically the same color of ink, but some stamps from Flate 3
are in a shade which is quite different and distinctive and this color
is confined to stamps from Plate 3, I have never seen any stamps from

~ Plate 2 in that shade, There are these that can be readily identifled as
coming from Flate 3,

I ~ Re = the stamp on the enclosed cover = It has no feature to lead
one §0 suppose it might be a Plate 3 stamp, The color is distinctly that

of Plate 2, it has no surface cracks, no marking that would identify it as

a Plate 3 stamp, UWhen a copy such as this is presented for classification
the only way to be positive is to identify the exact plate position. You can
inform the owner that this is not a Plate 3 stamp but is from the right pane
of Plate 2 and the plate position is 23R2, I have signed the cover on the
bad(. 3

l Sincerely yours,
1



Hay 1k 1956.

To
Mr, Earl P,L,Apfelbaum,
Philadelphia, Pa.

For authenticating
1¢ 185) cover =
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JOHN W. BOONE
46 RUGBY ROAD
BINGHAMTON, N. Y.




May 18; 19560

My, John W, Boone,

46 Rugbty Road,
Binghamton, N.Y.

Dear Mr, Boone:

Herewith the H,Pair of One Cent 185§ as per yours of the 15th,
This pair comes from Plate 4 - and from the 5th row of the left pane =
the relief "E" and the plate positions are L9L4 — 50LL,

If you have copies of my two-volume study, you will find in Volume
Cne a chart showing the types of the plate positions, I listed 491 as
%m IC, and 5014 as Type III, As you are probably aware, the Type IC
s a minor type, a variety of the Type IA and it is not listed in
catalogues, It is even more rare than the Type III, If you preferred
to classify the 4L9L in this pair according to the S,U,S, = the stamp
would be a III -« top line broken - bottom line broken,

As to value, I generally ask to be excused from expressing an
opinion on this subject but in this case, I will state, the 49L is quite
a fine full margined stamp, whereas the 50L is cut into at right and
right bottom, This damage greatly affects its values I believe the
pair nay be worth 8175.00 to 32%.00.

My fee for this examination is £3.50 which includes return registration,

If you do not have a copy of my One Cent book, I believe you would
find it very helpful.

Sincerely yours,



OF CARsON CITY

) (ORP&)&AYED

RYSTAL

CARSON CITY, MICHIGAN Tonia, Michigan.
May 11, 1956.

Dear Stan:

Of necessity, this will be a long winded letter and hope you will bear with me.

I'11 skip the details of the FIPEX Show. It was bigeger than ever and well run,
I thought had a good time but came back more tired than when I started, due
to no sleep. You were very wise in deciding not to attend - it would have been

most fatiguing and tiring.

‘ (a) Your letter of May 8th enclosing Stark cover #657 priced @ $L2.50 with
12¢ 1851 not tied. I cuite agree with your conclusion that this stamp was
never used on this cover. BEverything about the cover leads to this conclusion.
Your quartz lamp should clearly show pen marks you refer to. I sugsest it be

"~ withdrawn from sa amgved from cover and sold as an "off-cover" stamp. J

(b) Now to yours of April 25th enclosing the Stark cover #1761 which Fortegang
plated accurately as 85-86-87 R-3. My check enclosed for $50.00 (instead of
$10.00 as you sugzested) as I would like to have you sign same on back with
the plate positions which I'm sure you can now do. Please return Fortgang's
letter when returning the cover.

(c); Now for some items I picked up at New York. Here is a real curiosity!

Fo¥%d price current from Boston with a clear "BOSTON WAY 1 PAID" on a Plate One
Early 1¢ stamp and then open the circular and note the date - May 1 1851.

Sixty days before the stamps were first issued. How do you exvlain?

sugrestion is that the printer in error used "1851" wher=as it was really "1852."
You might want to write this up in your "Special Service" calling attention to how
someone might easily be fooled by such an error. Interesting anyway?

(d) Off cover single of Scott's #60 in nice condition. Please examine carefully
and if you agree it is the true "violet" Scott's No. 60, will you please sign
on the back and any comments you care to make will be appreciated.

(e) Small neat cover of the 104 perforated 1857 Type I. If OK, please sign
on back and return.

(f) Cover with 1¢ 1851 Type IV - position L1-R1L showing the "cracks" better
than any example I have ever seen, used with hor pair 3¢ 1851 on 34 stamped
envelope to California in 1856. The 1¢ shows part of the center line.
Unfortunately pen cancelled. Cost $20.00. Stan - shall I take this off the
cover and show as a single off cover or leave it on the cover? Please advise.
If you think I ought to leawve it on the cover, please sign the cover on the back
with usual comments.

() Cover with lovely sinegle position 99-R-7 with curl nicely tied. Thought you
would like to see this. Please sign on back. i

(h) And now to the best item of the bunch. Plate Five. Neinken and Fortgang
have completed all positions of the left pane with the exception of the missing
imprint position 61-L-5. They told me this was only position lacking and how

to identify it etc. I got this from Howard Lehman - Fortgang later checked it
very carefully at his home and it is positively 61-L-5 with imprint. Could not
of course be from Plate Seven as the last "i" of Cincinnati is missing on left
pane of Flate Seven. MNort was sure discusted with Howard Lehman (confidential)
when he learnad Howard had sold it to me for peanuts without letting Mort see it.
Of course Lehman had no idea what position it was. Stan - please photograph this
ind send prints to Neinken and Fortgang, and please sign on back when returning

o me.

I spent a great desl of time with Henry Hill of Minneapolis and enjoyed every
minute. Henry is a wonderful chap and the best company in the world. He helped
me mount and dismount my exhibit.




BRI oy (o
= — = OF CARsON CITY
TCORPO& TED

CARSON CITY, MICHIGAN
ot May 11 1956.

Henry has a wonderful showing of the 5¢ of 1856 and 1857.

Now the following is confidential and I want to make it clear that all T am
seeking is information. I will describe a lovely cover and would like to

have you explain to me something I don't understand about the rate markings

and as you know, as a protege of Harold Stark for many years, I thought I

knew something about rate markings to France from the U.S. before and after

the treaty that went iNto effect April 1, 1857. Harold tried to cet these
rates through my stupid head and of course your Special Service has many times
called attention to the rates, and I also have the Jaeger chart you sent me

and I thought I knew these rates by heart. Anyway - here goes. See sketch
attached. The cover in question was addressed to "Garnier - Nantes France
from New Orleans and has two clear twon cancels of New @rleans and "JUL 15 1857
which was after the treaty went into effect. These New Orleans town cancels
tie the vertical strip of three gorgeous 5¢ imperfs to the cover. In upver
right part of cover is the French receiving marking reading "ET UNIS SERV AM. A
HAVRE 6 JUL 57," in red. Why red I wonder? Mostly are in black. Now the
puzzling part to me! Also tying the strip to cover is the "NEW YORK JUN 22"
and the large mmeral "3" but in black. Why black, Stan? It ought to be in
red if the cover went paid and there is nothineg on the cover like "Short Paid"
or anything. I AM CONFUSED! On the back of this letter sheet, I have indicated
where this cover came from but vlease don't look at this until you have studied
the above and my attached sketch. Not for anything in the world would I even
intimate that I am puzzled about this cover - it would have to be genuine -

it was passed upon as genuine by all the outstanding experts of Europe. Only
you as far as I know have not passed on it. It was the sensation the FIPEX
show. Please - please - Stan - do not get my name mixed up as even not
understanding such a rate. I'm supposed to know better and no doubt you

can explain the rate to me.

Can you send me a list of prices realized at the Willy Belasse sale held
last March in Brussels? Would like to have one. Thanks.

Have not seen Rene in more than three weeks now. She is up fishing trout on
the Pere Marauette River and I plan to go up there tomorrow. Have talked with
her on phone. She fell in the first day and got rolled around and came home
and had a bone-cracker give her three treatments amd then went back, but this
was while I was in New York. My best to you and Mildred.

JGF/
Enc $50.00




See Lot #527 Belasse sale March 28 1956.



Yay 1k, 1956,

Mr, J, Gs Fleckenstein,
419 Union Street,
Ionia, Mich,

Dear Jack:

Yours of the 1lth did not arriv@ until today, It was nice to hear from you.
No doubt you had a fine time in New York and I was pleased to learn that you spent
a lot of time with Henry Hill, Of course, you know how much Mildred and I think
of him, He is a grand character,

Now for your letter, I am sure you have a copyy so I will reply in the same
order, viz:

(B) = Re = the 1¢ 1851 Plate 3 cover - ex=-Stark 85-86-B7R3, As requested, I
have signed it on the back and I am returning it herewith, also $10,00 betause I
cannot. accept any c@mmission on any Stark items that you wish to purchase, Further,
you cannot pay me any fee for authenticating any items or signing them for you, I
carefully checked the plating by Morris and it is correct, I have signed it on the
back and with it I return the Fortgang letter together with $10,00 in cash,

(A) Stark cover #657 - 12¢ '51 cover priced @ 42,50, I will send this up to
Ruth and cuote you and request her permission to withdraw it from sale, .Thanks.

(C) cover with 1¢ 1851 = Plate 1E - on eircular, dated % 1, 1851, This cover
was sent to me by Charlie Phillips back in 1935, Here is a p from my notes that

I made about it at that time (1935), also a tracing I'made of the Boston postmark,
Please return this slip as it is the only copy I have, Bear in mind that the printed
circular rate prior to July 1, 1851, was "one sheet -« 3¢ prepaid," There is not a
chance in the world that this use was May 1, 1851, The earliest lmown use of this
postmark is Nov, 8, 1851 in red, The earliest known use in black is May 19, 1852, If
your cover is May 1, 1852, it i1s the earliest known use in b » The latest known
use is Nov, 16, 1353, (Boston Bostal Markings by M, C, Blake = p,130 = marking 601 on
pe 131), I made a new photo and I may do as you suggest - use this in a Service
Issue, Thanks, The cover is returned herewith,

(D) 24¢ 1861, This wag 760, but it is a "washed out" and faded copy. As such,
I do not care to sign it, as I cannot explain on the back of the copy that it is a
true example of the #60, As it now is, it is too close to the red lilac for me to

‘imo

(E) Cover with 10¢ 1857 =« Type I, This is OK and I signed it on the back as
above,

(F) 1¢ 1851 = JIR1L erack, By all means leave this on the cover, The use
was Feb, 14, 1856 = late impression, also 1855 shade of the 3¢ 1851, A mighty nice
cover and a fine example of 41RlL., Don't disturb the cover in any way - is my advice.
Chepp @ $20,00, I signed it on the back,

(G) One Cent 1857 = Plate 7 = Shoulder curl, Jack this is a scarce item = darn
rare - cheap @ $15,00, I signed it on the back,



-

#2' lﬁ‘. JQ G. Fleck.astein - m ll}’ 1956.

(H) One Cent 1857 = Type V. Imprint, Quite some item, I made several good
photos and I will send prints to Mort and Morris and to you, I did not check the
plating but I note the "Cineinnati" and if Morris says it is I am sure he
is right, so I have signed it on the back as such, Of course, it was just an ime
print to Lehman and he thought he was obtaining a big price for it = far more than
Mort would pay hime

Re =~ the Klep cover = Garnier to Nantes = V,S. of 3 = 5¢ 1856 « note your
diagran -
New Orleans JUL 15, 1857
New York JAN 22
Havre JUL 6

Apparently the above are incorrect ang on the cover are no doubt =

New Orleans JUL 15 1857
New York JUL 22 (1857)
Havre AUG 6 57

Of course, a bl: New York on a 15¢ rate by Amer, Pkt direct to with a 3¢ debit
would be wrong, The New York postmark should be red and the "3" sh be at bot%om
with "PAID" .at tops Inasmuch as this was in the earﬁy days of the treaty the
could have made an error and used the wrong "3" stemper and also the wrong color of ink,
Again I repeat = a 15¢ rate, paid by Amer. Pkt, direct to Havre would mean a 3¢ credit
IN RED to France, had the letfier been entirely unpaid (single) there would have been a
debit of 12¢, Thus I repeat, if your diasgram is correct there is an error in
dates and an error in golor and TYPE of the New York stamper,

586 e = Re - prices, Although I requested a list of prices I have never
received one, At this writing I do not have a list but if I cannot obtain one from
Belasse I will borrow socmeone's catalogue and make a copy, This whole sale was most
unsatisfactory from a U, S, viewpoint, Hill thinks Belasse is a prince, but I think
he is a louse, Vhen and if I get a list I will send you a copy.

Be trust that Rene is perfectly OK, and suffered no 11l effects from her fishing
trip. :

If I have overlooked any points in your letter be sure and advise me,
With all good wishes to you both from Mildred and me,

As ever yours,
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Form 3813-P (4-54)

RECEIPT FOR INSURED PARCEL n, /G 2

W v delivery at

4 Wwé __________________
(Polt office of address) WRJTE PLAINLY
Poslage ............... cts.  Special b ﬁ ........... cls,
Insurance fee .?_Z__Q_-_ ts.  Return receipt ._......._2oo cls.
Special delivery .__________ cs.  Restricted,dfivery ... cls,
Fragils) 200 gyl Coigi Perishable ._........ % e
Other

endorsemen}y/.

SENDER.—Enter name and address of addressee on other sxde
and read information regarding endorsements and indemnity.

(State)

(Postmark of




SAVE THIS RECEIPT UNTIL PARCEL IS ACCOUNTED FOR
This receipt must be submitted to support any claim for LOSS. In case of

damage, spoiling, or partial loss, the wrapper bearing the insurance serial number
may be submitted for consideration as evidence of insurance if receipt is not available.

Unless specifically noted on receipt by postal employee, it is understood the
parcel contains nothmg of a fragile or perishable nature. In the absencN‘*vn-
dorsement on receipt, no indemnity will be paid for fragile or perishable matter’
not properly prepared for mailing.

Claim must be filed within 1 year from date of mailing.

SENDER—Enter below name and complete address of addressee. Show if
addressed in care of person, hotel, etcsy

INSURANCE COVERAGE IS AVAILABLE UP TO $200

GPO ¢9~—16-—63820-2



May 16, 1956.

Mrsfc. Dora J. Hanus,
' ReDy #1,
Berwick, Pa.

Dear Mrs, Hanus:

Herewith I am returning your 5¢ 1862 Red Brown cover to India
in 1864, I am pleased to state that in my opinion this cover is
genuine in every respect and I have endorsed it as such on the back,
I puess you thought it strange that there was a 5¢ stamp on such a letter,
but the explanation is that this was the "U,S, 5¢ ;ggg%" under the
terms of U,S,=British Postal Treaty of December 18L8, s 5¢ payment
has at times in the past been referred to as the "Ship to shore rate,” but
such a term is incorrect, It was not the U,S, domestic but the sum allotted
per % oz, under that Treaty for the internal, For example, the gingle or
halfeounce rate was 24¢ and was divided as follows:

U. S. Intel‘nal eown 5¢

Sea(Atlantic
Crossing) «es.l6¢
British Internal .. 25
2L

This letter was conveyed to Britain by a British mail steamer from New York
on Jlednesday, Feb, 24, 1864, It reached London on March 8th or more likely
was despatched from London on that date, Postage from the U,S, frontier

was collected at destination from the addressee of one shilling five pence =
as per the mamuscript marking on face of "§/5" - equivalent at that time of
approximately 34¢, hence the totel rate paid was 39¢ for the conveyance, I
believe it is a bit unusual to see covers going abroad with the U,S.-British
"Internal" paid by the 5¢ Fed Brown, There is nothing questionable about this
cover and it is quite a nice item.

Sincerely yours,



May 16, 1956.

To
Mrs. Ce Dora Je a,am,

ij.Ck’ Pa,

For authentication of
5¢ 1862 Red Brown
cover to India ssesvecsesesOsEBOOE S 35.00

RECEIVED {mmm

May 15, 1956.



May 16, 1956,

Mrs, C, Dora J. Hanus,
R.D. #l’
Berwick, Pa,

Dear Mrs, Hanus:

Thanks very much for yours of the lhth with check for 45,00,
Under separate cover I am today forwarding to you by insured book post,
the two (2) volumes of my study of the One Cent of 1851-1857., I am
sure you will find Vol. 2 contains a lot of data that will be of much
assistance to you., Both books are in excellent condition,

I am enclosing herewith a receipt for my fee on your 5¢ 1862 cover
to India as per separate letter, I trust thst my analysis of this
cover will prove interesting, If there are any points which are not
perfectly clear do not hesitate to advise me.

I was pleased to learn that you had a most enjoyable tire at the
Big Show, and that you met Henry Hill., I am sorry you did not meet Mr.
Paul Rohloff of Chicago who also specializes in the 5¢ 1847, the 5¢ 1856
and the 5¢ values of the 1861 and later issues, He is a very close friend
of mine.

It was quite a shock to me to learn of the sudden passing of my old
and valued friend Clarence Brazer, At this writing I have had no advice
as to what haprened = only that he had departed for a non-philatelic world,
I will miss him very much as I am sure you will also,.

With every good wish =

Cordially yours,
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ESTABLISHED 1928

STUITE 1020 COMMERCE BLDG. 922 WALNUT ST.
KANSAS CITY 6, MISSOURI

May 14, 1956

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook
Pa: 0, Box! 31
Fort Thomas, Kentucky

Dear Mr. Ashbrook:

I have your letter of May 4, and I appreciate your sending me the
colored slides, which I shall look at and either keep or return to

“you.

I enclose a five-cent 1847 cover on which I would like your opinion.

I have not heard from Bernard Harmer since I returned the Kalamazoo

cover. I agree with your idea that we may get better results using

honey rather than vinegar, and I hope your letter brings the desired
results.

The Fipex was a great show, especially for the dealers. Six or eight
dealers that I talked to at the exhibit reported that it was a buying
crowd, and the sales exceeded their expectations. The display covered
a great area, and almost wore me out. I was there part of three days,
and saw only a fraction of it. It was well set-up to handle such a
large crowd. I was disappointed in the number of frames displaying
19th Century U.S.

I met Mr. Bacher, of the Westminster Stamp Company, from London, and
visited with him for a while. He remembered my article "How Many 1847
Covers", and said that he knew of a collection in Scotland comprising
about 35 1847 covers which might be for sale. I am going to write him,
telling him what I am interested in insofar as postal history is con-
cerned on the '47s. It may be that some of the 35 covers will fit into

my collection.
’%

C. C. Hart

Sincere

CCH: jm
Enc.



May 15, 1956.

Mr, C. C, Hart,
Suite 1020, 922 Walmut St.,
Kansas City 6, Mo.

Dear lr, Hart:

. Yours of the lith received enclosing the 5¢ 18,7 cover with the

stamp, I doubt if anyone could state that this item is genuine
in every respect as there is little if any evidence on which to base
an opinion, In my humble opinion the only value this item has is in
the 5¢ '4,7 as an off-cover single and in the Bldod stamp, As I am no
authority on Locals I wouldn' know whether the latter was genuine or
otherwise, I sincerely regret my inability to lend you any assistance
on this cover which I am returning.

Up to this writing I have not had any further word from Bernard Harmer
but no doubt I will shortly, I am convinced that if he would advise the
attorneys for the Estate to make a refund that they would not hesitate to
do so, How could they refuse?

Confidential, Be careful of Bacher as he is, opinion, cuite a
slick article and out for all the U, S, dollars he can hands on, I
do not have any money transaetions with hinm,

With every good wish =«

Cordially yours,
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RECEIPT FOR CERTIFIED MAIL—15¢

SENT_JO POSTMARK

_({ni_L_.L_Lr%Lm_&‘m_ B T
STREET AND NO. - - h.
Sa , SSBIFS G

_Lausv e (=) KIFL ML)

A
Sl < | 920 / A
If you want a 7¢ shows 31¢ shows to whonft, {'fo' N / @y
return receipt, to whom when, and addres, ’:,',’} gy, TR ’-‘b &
check which and when where delivered "7 T ) /
delivered : LER (L%

POD Form 3800
Apr. 1955
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Stick postage stamps to your letter to pay:
15-cent certified mail fee
First-class or airmail postage
Either return receipt fee (optional)
Special-delivery fee (optional)

. If you want this receipt postmarked, stick the gummed stub

on the address side of the letter, leaving the receipt attached,
and present the letter to a postal employee.

If you do not want this receipt postmarked, stick the
gummed stub on the address side of the letter, detach and
retain the receipt, and mail the letter.

. If you want a return receipt, write the certified-mail number
‘and your name and address on a return receipt card and at-

tach it to the back of the letter.

. Save this receipt and present it if you make inquiry.

X U. 5. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE : 1955 16—71547-1



JEFFERSON STAMP CO., IN
A\

COL. L. J. HEYMAN. A. U. S. RETIRED
A. P. S.-8. P. A, ETC.

POSTAGE STAMPS FOR COLLECTORS

438 SO. 5t STREET

WARBASH 9939

LOUISVILLE 2, KENTUCKY May 8, 1956

Stanley Ashbroek
33 Fert Thomas Ave.,
Fert Themss, Ky

Dear Stanley.,

Missed you in New Vork. The Show was really wenderful
and serry that you werent there.

Lnelesed 1s a 1¢ 1851 which T wish yeu weuld help me eut
on.T cant quite make it eut. Plesse nete the "0" in ene.

Am encloesing postage for return and I de thank yeu fer
your many former kindness',

Best regards,
A Iiﬁygnce

%——v



el

Moy 11, 1956.

Col, L. J, Heyman,
1438 SO. 51.':1’! stn.
Louisville 2, Ky,

Dear L.J. :

"~ Herewith the One Cent 1851 as per yours of the
8th, This is a Type IV ctamp and one of the very
fine double transfers, If you care to have the ex~
act plate position I suggest that you refer to Vol, 1
of my One Cent book = Chapter on Plate One Late. I
1lustrated all of the 200 positions and I am sure you
would not have any trouble finding an illustration of
this position.

I found it impossible to attend Fipex but from
&reporbs it was an outstanding suceess from every
Ceo i

With best wishes -
Cordially yours,



May 18’ 1956¢

Hobbs Stamp cO.’
38 Park Row,
New York 38, N.Y,

Centlemen:

Yours of the 15th with check for £50,00 received.
Thanks very much,

Regarding the 1¢ 1857 that you enclosed and which
I am returning herewith, this is a Type II from Flate 2,
relief "A," There is nothing umusual about it in the
way of a variety. Because it is in such poor condition,
I do not believe it has very much value, hence I am
saving you the expense of returning it by registered mail,

I have been so busy I have not had time to attend

to those shebts on which you made me a bid but I will
. get around to it in due time,

Sincerely yours,



m 3817
. 8-53 i

" Post Office Departmert

Received from: STANLEY B. ASHBROOK
P. 0. Box 31
R e e e 33 NP Thomas Avs
FORT THOMES - K¥.

Llesn-r\l,

Ong piece of o rmry mail addressed
to ..L|O baolfambk sty

3% Park  Rlow
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THIS RECEIPT, WHJCH MAY BE USED FO MESTIC AND INTERNATIONAL MAIL,
OES NOT PROVIDE FOR INDEMNIFICATION
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