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MORRISON CAFETERIA COMPANY 

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook, 
33 No. Ft. Thomas Ave., 
Fort Thomas, Ky. 

Dear Stan, 

INCORPORATED 

Saturday P.M. Nov. 14, 1953. 
Birmingham, Alabama. 

I have your letter with the Molesworth affair and want to .vrite 
you more at length my ideas about it. I dont want to bother you about 
anything while Stan, Jr. is home but this mail brought me this lot from 
a sale of H,R.Harmer last Mmnday and I wanted you to see it and if it was 
good. You may want to photograph it if it is and need not rush there-for 
to return it. But please advise me so I can payoff Ezra. I sure hope it 
is good for it is in such nice condition. 

Sincerely, 

§=h ~. 
~------

P. S. Return postage is enclosed. 

Enclosed lot 26- H.R.Harmer Sale 11/9/53- $84. 00 



· I-lvrM e v- o'5Ble.. - O'J 3 Ie; 
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.• r. &.tmerson C. Krug, 
3008 - 13th Ave., South, 

Birmingham, Ala 0 

Dear Ern: 

Nov. 16, 19.53 • 

Herell.1. th the .5¢ 1847 cover. It seems that 1847 covers used 
abroad are becoming more and more appreciated or did the hyde .i:'ark, ,'.Y. 
feature cause the competition? Silly to consider, but surely possible. 

I signed it on the back. In this case, the encircled ".511 

was s debit to G.B. plus a cancelation. One shilling {24¢} was collected 
from the addressee. of which the U. S. sherow's .5r1. The 5¢ stam,' paid 
notlJinf as the full rate of 24;t had 0 be paid or f)'1thinf" - It Ylas all or 
none - no pe rt ~y, hence the 5¢ stamp W is null and void. It there is a 
red "19" on the stamp (as described) it v.as an error. 

$tan Jr. is home and 'we are q lite busy. 

Hogards. 

Yours etc., 

P.S.--LI did 







ADRIAN W. MARSHALL ,. -==== ? .... 

W A TCHES-CLOCKS-DlAMONDS 
GIIT JEWELRY, SILVERWARE 

WATCH REPAIRING 

ENGRAVING 

=MARSHALL= 
JEWELRY-STAMP & COIN CO. 

18 Yz South Conception Street • Phone 3-7589 

MOBILE, ALABAMA 

VIRGINIA C. MARSHALL 

STAMP & COIN COLLECTIONS 
BOUGHT & SOLD 

COMPLETE LINE OF 
COINS & STAMPS 

CATALOGS • ALBUMS 
& SUPPLIES 



MARSHALtaIN co. 
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r . dr! n ' . 
18 

ershall , 
outh Conception 
obile, hie . 

e~ r r. ersh!.:111: 

1 ere 11 th th 
the 13th by my good rien r • 

• J •• 20,0 un 211 . I 

ov . 10, 19.53 . 

t. , 

Dnd I am cplte sure th t the se. 1'8 not the a 
a ove, but the ordinary end co Jllon ·ta'llps . . ov ever, if thar 
1a any Que iti n in your mind, f!I~y I respectfully HU' ost tl rl; 
you submit tl1e t . i tomB to the 

Th re if:) p fee for the &iJove but ou C 11 refund 
to me tho forwurdine o~ ,a e . 

V ry truly yours, 



J\-:J-cl5\
cl5\-:J-J\. 
QI_ar·;N·l-

31nrk 1£. :!InlrBlunrt~ 
Ph;l,d;elic Deale'!" and Bl'okel' 

102 ~ea'ntl ~treet 
~nstnlt 16, effiIIassadfusett9 

1-11' . Stanley B. Ashbrook 
P. O. Box 31 
55 No . Ft . TLomas .Ave . 
Fort Ti10mas , Kentuch-y 

Dear stan, 

Hovember 17 ~ 1955 

QI-J&-J\. 
J\-~-J\

~-.N-!--:J.J$-

I c:..m enclosing e. rather pretty looking cover on \-Thieh r am 
rather p0~e the stamps attached have been added and are not the 
ones originally used thereon . I woule. greatly a:"Jpreciate your 
exemining the cover and confirrning this fact e..nd :,?ossibly inc.Ucc:.t
ing ,,[hat rate is called for by the markings and c.dcree~ as "l-rell as 
the type of stam'p that might possibly have been used hereon 
originally . 

'r am enclosing an envelope for your air-speci&l re~ly . 

Hi th kind regards , 

JEl'1/mm ~~Ck:?~::~ 



r. Jack E. Molesworth , 
102 BeLeon Street, 

Boston 16, ~ass . 

Dear Jl:\ck: 

Nov. 18, 19.53. 

Your special of yesterday, the 17th, (postnnxed 8 P.M.) 
arrived ut 1 P. i. today. '" am return:i.ng the cover herewith. 

Jiirst . The use was apparently arch 1.5, lR70 from Baltimore, 
I..d . - On back - t-Tew York "t:.ar 16 - The Home Po[ tme:rlc stows "70." None of these 
r.wrkings indicate any chane,oe, monkey-business, fixing, or faking, therefore, 
I assume the use was actually March 1870. 

clecond. The New York type of marking and wording is correct 
for that period. Tm "DR. TRANfIT" and the red "VERVI JtSt! marking on face 
prove thl t the letter was transmitted "Via Closed I1a11 thru J!;ngland . " There 
is a faint red .. ~" on the face v'hich also proves this transit, as ell as a 
r8te of 19¢. In other words, on a rate of 10¢, by this route, ilie re~sined 1.5c;t 
and credited Italy with 4c;t. 

Third. The offiCial table of Foreign Rates of April 1870, 
show, 

"Homan a r Papal States 
Closed Mail Via Enelend - 19¢ per 1/2 ounce ." 

I am sendi~g you herewi th t.vo prints ereatly enlarged of the rates in effect 
on April l~ 1870. Note "Roman States . " If you would like to have this table -
2 prints - send me Yf)ur cheCk for )000. In this respect I might add that due 
to numerous changes in rates in 1870 and 1871, thi s list is quite valuable. 

Again regarding tha cover. It, certainly doe s look like someone 
had monkeyed with the stamps. The 15¢ stamp has a pen mark at upper left, whi ch 
does not extend into the black border. The stamp also shows black cancels, etc. 
There are other susDlcdlOUS things which I am sure that you noted. lnasrrluch as 
the use was Murch 1870, I doubt very much if Dank Note stamps were used originally 
as March 15, 1870 woulq be too early. 

... For similar 19¢ rates to Italy sea Knapp ~econd Sale , Lots 1740-1770 
and 1771. All of these have credi ts of "4" in red. 

The above is the story and I think that you will agrqe that it 
ould be impossible 'or me to si,Q'n the cov Hr on the back as enuine, that is, that 

the 1.5 ¢ stamp was used originally on thi s envelope, though I suppose the t a 2¢ 
'-

mie:llt have been, but probably not in the position they now occupy. 

The followine i~ strictly cohfidential, so please treat it as such. 



f,2. I~r. Jack~. l'lolesmrth - Nov. HI, 1953. 

1 was urred to furnish 8 photo raoh of the 90¢ 1861 cover slnwinp: the fake 
pe rforations ; t Ie ft. Because t his cover was loaned tome at my reoue st and in 
confidence, I refused the request. No prints nf thi s cover have passed out of 
my hands and none will be eiven out. I can not offer sounder or better advice 
than the following - never monkey with a stamp or cover in any way that \'Jwld 
change whet it was originally. Naturally, thi s does not apply to the removal 
of dirt, grease, etc., nor does it apply ,,0 restoring an oxidized stamp thru the 
use of peroxide. 

Iii~y fee on thi s cover is 3.00. 

Sincerely you IE, 

/' 

• 
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. r . !J. N. clnroy t 
16003 - 15th Ave •• ' . '.t 

~ea ttle 66 t 'nsh . 

L.Je~r,..1r. "clnroy: 

I 
Nov . 25. 1953 • 

:r had a ;)¢ '61 ('over sent to me today thnt lEd been 6ubmttad 
by MolesViorth of Bm ". ':0 a friend of mine . .. olesworth ha d t.hi s marked as 
a "real Pipeon tlooa rice 7,5.00 . r Vi n der ~ thi s rni h"be the a e 
covel' that vias in thl;; .... 1. st t.a1e. It is a yello' buff envelope' ith e 3rt 61 
tied1b Connectlcut t po: .. ;tmaI'k. t e last letters of V1Ihich are' ------OB IDGE CT." 
and "OCT ? 1861 . I It if:; aUdressed to " .l.LL IC CT . n lhere ara two he ~f 
strikes of the postme:rk . Io,')smuch as .... y opinion 18S not reQu",sted I d1 U DOt 
take time cut to examine the stamp but i ~ does 10 k like 8 very nice liP: iK.

" 

Recards. 

SIncerely yours • 

• 
I 

-



i 
r. lack .• 

102 

e r leek: 

r. 

orth, 
tre t, 
16, aS8 . 

o • 2.], 19.53. 

ar Jes up stop d ort h re t y for 
a short VI8l t on 
the e tour overs 

8'/ e and re ue ted e to return 
you. 

I Dot.e one is a 3rt 1661 rked 8 e ureal 
pi enn blood . ft Thi ... looks a bit f 111 r to nd I ·ond r 
if I 1. e seen it bero re? y ny claDee, 8 ttoi s e cover 
th t ell e up recently 1n a erst sale? I d not recei e his 
catel ues . 

I sen ing a copy of 10Ms 1 t r to :r.. lessup. 

1 th r,~ Tl s -
.::line -rely yf) Irs, 

nc1osed : 
3¢ '61 COVt.r prIced '/5 . 00 

?5 . 00 
15 . 0 

3r:J, t '37 " 
3rt '57 If 

3rt '.57 1/ " 

11 

• 
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J'.-:J-~
~-:J-J'.. 
QJ:_QJ:_~-1!!-

3Jurk if. mnlrswnrtl1 
Philcd:el ic DealeT' and BT'okeT' 

102 ~l'a:con J&trl'l't 

lJlloston 16. cfl1lla:ssa:cIruS"l'tis 

November 24, 1953 

Er . stanley B. ASl1brook 
P. O. Box 31 
53 No . Ft . Thomas Avenue 
Fort r:='homas, Kentucky 

Dear stan, 

QJ:_~-J'.. 

J'..~J'.
~-~-l'- -:J-$-

Enclosed is an i rl-;-;eresting cover wi uh a tllo-dollar Omahb tied 
thereon. Though I believe that the full tOlfn cancel is quite genuine 
I c:Ill rather curious as to the reason for tile other parts of a tOIfn 
cancel t~1at show on the same stamp . 

If !,!ossible I "'lOule.:. a~_'~"'reciate ~TotU' op~n~on as to lri. ether you 
feel these parts of the cancel vere aplied at the same tine as the 
tmm cancel or ,.rhether you feel "he stamp had been previously use~ 
before being Dlacea. ana. tied on this cover. 

Uhile in New York for the A. S. D. A. shmr I had a long conversa
tion with He.cBride and our relations he.ve been somewhat im:proved to 
the extent that vre have both agreed that our controversy on the au.ction 
bUJ~ing method. of lloffsetting!! is the result of an honest difference of 
opinion which involves no intent on the part of either of us to cause 
ffi\r reIlection on the integrity or personal ethics of the other. He 
denied any knOi-Tledge of Emd agreed that it was extremely unfortunate 
that as a result of the request for clarification of the policy which 
he has filed with the A. S. D.A. someone else has s~;read malicious and 
untrue rumors that this policy was used by me in order to buy items for 
my mm stock at a very- low price by ofIset"lJing bids received on 
certain lots against fictitious high bids that ~Qid not have . Natur
ally this is libelous and will l;e so dealt 'Ti th once the source is 
revealed. Hac:=ride mentioned having heard from you about the matter . 

Though there is no necessity of your confirming the fact, I now 
understand that the ciealer who originally sent :L\iacBride a copy of my 
origiI1..al letter a.11.d "l-Tho has been sending copi8s around to several 
people is Ezra Cole . Please keep this reference strictly confidential . 
I am writing Ezra today to inquire as to his opinions in the matter. 

i1i th kind regards, 

L)~ 
-1:"< i J till n11il Jack t . Holesworth 

/ 



Mr. Jack E. .0les'IIvor t h , 
102 Beacon Street , 

Bosto n , Mass . 

Dear Jack : 

Nov. 28 , 19.53 . 

I have yours of the ?4th and I ms pies sed to learn that :acBrid e 
and you had a neeting end e:me to nn tUlder:"tm:ding. ! \ DS surpri sed at your 
reference to Ezra Golo , end I believe thr't your suspicions are in error. Cole 
is not the sort of chap wh" ~IO ,.ld bother to damaro anyone enei in m · opinion , he 
.... ou1d be the last person to" '0 to the trouble to heve hotos"'ats llD de, etc., Eitc., 
etc . lacBri.<ievill coni'irmmy state.Hnt th9t h8 seni.; me a pro-:;06tat of yuur 
1e ,t a r. I mad.e a rnie rof1 of it for future reference and I' tur to him . 
I can /)~Bure Y0U t hat I will kEi e p your letter strictly confidenti ~'\8 you are 
aware , .li:zrais a very c 1'1':' d of mine and 11as been for many I simply 
cannot believe that he go nut of his 'way to ~ix. in other p '6 bllwiness . 
I wi l l not 'nent.!..on t£.e " to him, 1ut, of eour ... e, I will .elc ~r' con-
f'i nni ne; my oo.!.nion thet spicions are totally unfounded . 

Ie - thE> 2 . a cover w.i -:h I am retnoning hLevvit. I dOl't 
think of thi see' tainly ba s a very bad appearance, nd wbi le it -

has s ome bad pOints, it also has som that tl'e goo ote th 9 in 1901 of tte 
mark i n[" thAt "tie sIt the stamp . TLis 119" ':'f totally unl...ke the 9" in the genuine( 
strike t o left of st8I'lp . It looks 1ik' f3omeone ttempt d to tOe a used stamp to 
t hi s cover. I so , he didn't (10 a real bad job - it ccu1d h Ave been orse. If this 
was a fine Btemp and an ottractiv'9 cover T would !lake .. hotos by ullira - violot nd 
a1 ,0 th ru 8 red s 1r~en , [u t .:. (1 .. 't, t' Ink the cover i ~ or -:;t. !; h,o fee I 1 have to 
charge you. i,ithout such teL to I l:>Alieve the bvdt t.h't ° cou 0 v mld be to st e 
that I don't lib the looks , but I suppo.'s the stamp mi ht t v:e originated and thst 
the fJ oM. hi he stamps .B'~verel ti IT!.8 to Crul 1 it, tt J all th" rill S t 10'1 t::r 1£ t • 

.. lth reo rds -
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DELOS G. HAYN ES 
11887-1950) 

LLOYD R.KOENIG 
JOHN D. POPE ill 

IRVING POWERS 

STUART N . SENNIGER 

DONALD G.LEAVITT 

LAW OFFICES OF 

KOENIG AND POPE 
BIB OLIVE STREET 

ST. LOUIS 1, .Ho. 

. PROPERTY OF 

?.HJlATELlC FOUNDATION 

FORMERLY 

HAYNES AND KOENIG 

TELEPHONE· CENTRAL 0 I 09 

CAB LE ADDRESS 

PATENT 



Mr. John D. Pop III , 
818 GUv St •• 

St., Louis 1 , Mo . 

Dear Mr. Pope : 

· (PRoPERTY, OF 

WIAlEUC ~QU~W.~ TlO~ 

Dec. 4, 1 9.5 3 • 

Herewith the too 1847 Covers 8S per yours of the 27th. I 
have examined the 101 split very carefully and I 8m convinced that it 
is eenuin e in every way . I Vias una ble to fir c: € nyth ing sus picious and 
of courf;;O the 5¢ cover 1s excellent. evidence of tlie fenuineness of the 
split . This carer was before the day of the stamp collector ana the 
fixing of philAtelic itflms, henctl an it an such as this I in my oninlon, 
is of special interest . It was not until 1 te in 1853 th8t the 
Postmast~r General forbid recognition to portions of sdhesl va posta~e 
stamps . 

I have no record of this cover :tn my files but the "J) . E . K." 
in penei 1 at right sp real' to be in the handwri ting of the late Judge 
Emerson, so Ii ~ bt it did come from his collecti n o -r have signed the 
cover on oeck 8S follows - t In my opillion this cover is genuine . " 

"y fee for this examination is 3 • .50 'imich includes return 
postage . 

~ith kindest re~ards -

you s, 





British Colonials 28 November 13th, 1953 

CANADIAN STAMPS 

7-1 4 0 1851 up grayis h purple (2) 3 fine margins, yet a fine copy (Photo) 65 .00 
745 i:zJ 1851-55 3p red (4) a very fine looking copy, light crease, tied to a small 

7460 
7470 

7480 

neat cover, addressed to London . .. ....... .. 
3p red (-1 ) 3 fine margins, close at top fine copy .. 
3p red (4) Sheet margin at Top, cuts into at left side. yet a "ery 
fine copy ...... .. ........................................ . 
3p red Vertical Pair (4) uperb appearance, tiny corner thin 

1200+ 
12.00 

12.00 

7-191~ 

(Photo) 2-1.00+ 
3p red (4) -1 margin copy tied by a Target Cancel, Superb appear-

750 0 

751 0 
752 ':zJ 

753 0 

7540 

755 * 
7560 
7570 

7580 
7590 

7600 

761 * 
762 * 
7630 
764\~ 

765 * 
766 * 
767 * 
768 * 
769 * 
770 * 
771 * 
772 * 
773 * 
774 * 
775 * 

1855 

1857 

1857 

1859 

1864 

ance, tiny scissor cut in Bottom margin, almost it1\'isible, a real 
(ine cover .......................................................... . 
3p on Ribbed Paper (4c) 3 large margins just touching at LL 
corner, yet a f in e item ................................. .. 
6p slate gray (5) light crease, a real fine looking copy (Photo) 
6p s late gray (5) 3 fine margins, close at B, very fin e looking 
copy, t ied to cover, 1 corner of stamp has a slight repair, yet a 
very fine and desirable cover, cancelled Canada and Montreal 
in Red and Black Target .................................................. . 

lOp blue (7) sk illfully repaired, a very fine looking copy. light 
cancel ............................... .. 
lOp blue (7) slight corner repair. yet a fine looking copy . 
Yzp ro se (8) corner defect yet 4 margined copy, very fine looking 
% p rose (8) almost Supe rb (Photo) ................. .. 
7%p green (9) close margins, yet a very fine lightly cancelled 
copy (Photo) . ....... ......... .. ............................ . 
7%p green (9) pen cancel, close margi ns. a fine looking copy 
6p reddish purple (10) thinned, yet a very fine looking copy, light 
ca ncel, Rare (Photo) .................................. .. 
10c. 2 shades (17) fine to \"Cry fine .................. .. 
12Yzc green (18) fine, no gum ................................................. . 
2c rose (20) tiny thin spot in Top margin, no gum, yet a fine look-
ing copy ................................................................................................ .. 

1859-75 Lot of 11 stamps (Bet . 15-27) -1 unused, good to fine lot. 
1859-98 7 Covers (J 5, 38, 39 etc.) fine to \"Cry fine lot ................. .. 
1868 I c bro\\"n red, b r illiant color (22) og very fine ................................... . 

1c deep orange (23a) perfs touch at top, yet og' fine . 
2c green (2-1) no gum, yet a fine copy .. . 
3c red (25) og fine . nicely centered ...... . 
5c olive green (26) light cancel. a fine cOPY . 
6c brown (27) no gum, well centered, very fine copy. 
12%c blue (28) 2 shad es. no gu m. fine lot .. 
15c. 2 Var (29, 30) og very fine 

1870 3c rose (37a) og almost Superb .... .. .......... .. 
1888 3c to SOc (-11--17) og a fine set ................ .. 
1870-98 Lot of 20 stamps inc!. 2 Blocks (Bet. 34-86) inc!. 36d, 40b, 45 og a 

fine lot . .............. ................ ..... .. .................. . 

776 * 1897 
777 * EB-

Jubilee Issue %c to 50c (50-60) og fine to very fine set ......... 
%c to 6c (50-55) in Blocks of -1 , og fine to \'Cry fine set .. 

12.00 

35.00 
70.00 

70.00 

70.00 
7000 
60.00 
30.00 

120.00 
120.00 

200.00 
14.00 
17.50 

22.50 

69.50 

15.00 
30.00 
13.00 
15.00 
6.00 

20.00 
24.00 
6.50 

13.50 
22.75 

37.90 
20.85 
36.-10 



458th Public Auction 

I l 

I\I\J,~[~\; fO\JNIl~1J\ 
Collection of 

UNITED STATES 

BRITISH EMPIRE 

Formed and Sold By Order of Dr. H . R. Robertson, Warren, Penn. 

November 12th, 13th, 16th, 1953 

Thursday, Friday, Monday, 2 P. M. 

AT OUR OFFICE 

GREGORY MOZIAN, Auctioneer 

VAHAN MOZIAN, Inc. 
Est. 1901 

505 FIFTH A VENUE NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

VAnderbilt 6·0162 

" 1901 - Our 52nd Anniverfary Year - 1953" 
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2 
3 
4 
5 

6 
7 
8 

9 
10 
11 
12 

13 

14 

15 

FIRST SESSION 
THURSDA Y, NOVEMBER lZth, 1953 - Z P. M. 

UNITED 

PJ.(OP~1 
PH/LATE l: J Y OF 

Lie FOUND 
STATES PROOFS AT/OA 

New York Postmaster 5c green (9XTC) with probable Trial canc. very 
fine looking, sl. corner thin est net 10.00 ........................................... . 

1847 5c, lOc on card (3P, 4P) very fine ....................................................... . 
1851-60 1c-90c on Card (40P-47P) very fine set ........................................... . 
1861 1c-90c on Card (63P, 65, 76, 68-74, 77P) 11 Varieties, V fine ....... . 
1861 5c brown vertical pa,ir on india (76P) very fine, altho top stamp 

thin ..................................................................................................................... . 
1869 1c-90c on card (112P-122P) 10 Varieties, V fine ........................... . 
1870-71 1c-90c on india (145P-155P) complete set fine to V. fine ........... . 

1873 SmalJ Die 1c-90c (156P-166P) Complete set of 11, from 1904 
Roosevelt Album, V fine ........................................................................... . 

1875-83 V. fine lot on Card (178P, 79P, 205P, 211P) ....................................... . 
1887 lc blue on india (212P) V fine looking, wee bit thin Rare ....... . 
1887-88 2c-90c on Card (213P-218P) V fane .......... ......... ........................................ . 
1890-93 Small Die 1c-90c (219P-229P) 11 Varieties complete, from 1904 

Roosevelt Album, V. fine ....................................................................... . 
1893 Columbia 1c-$5 on Card (230P-245P) complete set, V fine ....... . 

complete size 200 X 150mm V. fine & Rare set, Est net 100.00 
complete size 20Ox150mm V. fine & Rare set, Est net 100.00 ....... . 

Trans-Mississippi Bi-Colored Large Die Proofs 1c-$2 «285P-293P) 
complete size 200 X 150mm V. fine & Rare set, Est net 100.00 

Pan-American Large Die Proofs 1c-10c (294P-299P) Complete, fine to 
V fine and Rare ............................................................................................... . 

16 I Specimens 1895 1c-$5 (264SE-278SE) 3c has scrape on face, bal. fine to 
V. fine ................................................................................................................. . 

17 Pan American 1c-10c Specimens (294SE-299SE) V fine set og 

U. S. ESSAYS 

18 E 1851 Gov't. & Co. 3c scarlet Die on bond (Br. 33E-CB) very fine & 
Scare (Photo) ................................................................................................... . 

19 E 1851 Draper Welsh & co. 3c black Die on bond (33E-Hb) very fine 

U. S. ST AMPLESS COVERS 

20 [8j 1845 "St. Augustine FLT" red circle, very fine strike .... __ ..................... . 
21 I:8J 1845 "Bloomingburg, O."str line in black very fine strike & Cover ... . 
22 !ZI 1839 "Warren R 1. Mar. 20" 3 Jines in box, black very fine strike & 

Cover ................................................................................................................... . 
23 [8J Lot of 6 Covers indo Hale, American Mail Co, Eastern R R, U. S. 

Express Mail N. Y., Steam 10, fine to V fine ....................................... . 

22.50 
39.00 
43.25 

5.00 
45.75 
38.25 

86.00 
14.15 
22.50 
14.75 

66.00 
86.50 

135.00 

115.00 
75.00 



United States 4 November 12th, 1953 

24!ZJ Lot of 29 Covers All different, Mainly from Ind., Mass., N. Y ., Ohio, 
P enn., plus 7 Covers manuscript towns, interesting lot fine 
to V. fine .......................................................................................................... .. 

NEW YORK POSTMASTER 

25 0 1845 5c black (9Xl) fine looking, tiny nick at R ........................................ 60.00 

260 
270 
280 
290 
300 
31 0 

U. S. GENERAL ISSUES 
1847 

5c red brown (1) Superb copy, red grid (Photo) ....................................... . 
5c red brown (1) very fine, 4 fine margins, red town cancel (Photo) 
5c brown (1) fine copy, light red grid ........................................................ . 
5c red brown (I) fine. blue grid margins at L & R, touches at T & B 
5c red brown (1) horizonal pair, fin e (Photo) ....................................... _ .......... . 
5c red brown (1) horizontal pair, red grid, right stamp superb, and 

27.50 
27.50 
27.50 
27.50 
82.50 

left stamp s1. crease (Photo) ........ ........ ........ ........ ........ ............ 82.50 
32 * 5c brown (1) 3 margins touches at T, part og fine copy .... " ...... "........... 70.00 
33 IIZI 5c red brown (1) double transfer at bottom line, superb tied with N. Y. 

red grid. to neat cover ................................................................................ 75.00 
34 I:8J 5e red brown (1) with red "5" on pretty cover, stamped Baltimore 

superb stamp & Cover ................................................................................ 45.00+ 
35 [8J 
360 
370 
380 

5e brown (1) superb tied with pen cancel to neat cover ............................ 15.00+ 
10e black (2) sheet margin at L, very fine, close at T, blue grid. (Photo) 90.00 
10e black (2) fine copy, light red cancel, 3 fine margins, close at B ........ 80.00 
10c black (2) fine copy, 3 large margins, close at TR corner red grid. 

(Photo 80.00 
39 0 10c black (2) s1. de fect , good copy, red grid ........................................................ 80.00 
40 C8J 10e black (2) 4 large margin copy, tiny closed tear at B margin, tied to 

pretty cover with red grid, "U. S. Express Mail, Mass." ................ 100.00 
41 I:8J Diagonal Bisect 10'c black (2a) pen canc. on cover from "Ballard Vale, 

MS" to Lower Bartlett N. H., together with a 5c on cover from 
same correspondent (Ex. Judge Emerson Collection) (Photo) 750.00 

1851-57 

42 0 lc blue Type II (7) 2 copies, both V fine looking, with minor fau lts ...... .. 
43 0 lc blue Type IV (9) very fine copy, lightly cancelled ................................... . 
44 0 Ie blue Type IV (9) very fine copy, sheet margin at B (Photo) .............. .. 
45 0 Ic blue Type IV (9) vertical pair, touches at B, top stamp superb .......... .. 
46 083 3e dull red (11) block of 4 fi ne (Photo) ....................... _ .................................. . 
47 iZI 3e dull red (11) 4 covers and 3c (26) 4 covers, some are interesting town 

48 0 
490 
50 0 
51 0 
52~ 

cancels, fine lot .............................................................................................. .. 
5e red brown (12) fine copy, red town pmk (Photo) ................................... . 
IOe green Type II (14) very fine copy .............................................................. . 
IOc green type III (15) Superb copy (Photo) ....................................... _ .......... . 
10e green type III (15) Superb copy (Photo) .......................... _ ...................... . 

10e green Type III (15) 2 large margins, touches at B, tied to cover 

20.00 
7.50 
7.50 

22.50 
40.00 

70.00 
16.00 ' 
16.00 
16.00 

Sacramento City to Mass ............................................................................ 20.00 
53 I:8J 10e green Type III (15) very fine tied with pen cancel to pretty Cover 

"Folsom City, Cal." to N. Y. .................................................................... 16.00+ 
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diagonal half pen canc-;· on cover from " . Ballardvale, 
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J\.l!i.jiO. 
jiO.l!i.J\. 
Q!.Q!.~.,!. 

:,:r . stanley l . 1 shbl'ook 
P. O. taX 51 
55 No . Ft . Tl1o:rr.as Ave . 
Fort Th':m<-s, Kentucky 

Deer stan, 

31utk f. 1Inlr!11Unrt~ 
Philatelic Dea le1" and 81"oke1" 

102 ~ecU:lln ~treet 

~llstlln 16. 2llffa55adyusdts 

December 1, 185.:> 

Q!.~.J\. 

J\.~.J\. 
~.~.!'.l!i.~. 

!:t" t-'1L'-!lkS for sen .!.Ilg 1;)[ c~ the covers rh.ich I ~'ci sent along for 
Edg~r JCSSO~IS inG~ection. ~~OUgD it is po sible you WEy nave seen tne 
;;~64 markec::. as "r8al )i:;eon blood!! to the best of my l::l1.o'Hledge it did 
not cor:18 i'ron a recent Herst fl"'J.ction , £..t le<. st I pic~:ed it up several 
months b.go c':'1d thc:.t 'Has not my SO-.lrce . 

r.::·· th~ nks for your co It:lcnts on the two-dollar Or.1a.na cover . 
Reeal'ding IlV I eference to :::;zra Colp, I "Tote hiE incdc2.ting t.lat it had 
be8n su Gosted to me that he .las t:i1e dealer i-rho origin".lly cL::Llec~ Tny 
<::.uction policy to dacEride IS attent,ion by son ing him a copy of T.V" 
letter outlining this policy (·,.;nich I aS~'UIlled ned been sent to him by 
one of his clients to whom it mD.y have been written) • He replieo_ tl.C-.t 
he had hoard of the controversy, d.id see the letter i-uich I ',n'ete , and 
in l:1is opinion did net, agree wi t~l this auction policy, though a::"50 
sta.ted thl..l.t [ny objections he haa. would certainl:r not be persom 1 . Since 
he ctio. Hot deny the sugg8sti "n ",nich -lad been made to me, I as:::uned teat 
t.~c sl~~e~~~o~ V:L.S c_o::rect ~ ::owcve:: , as :L, L1C:i~c. ~ed t,o h.D? in ~;Y' _ ~etter 

} .raSAc'r-J."vlClZJ.ng tillS L.c1:.1..n _s l t woulL_ cert,a:mly De ~llS 1: 1'1. v:..J.ege to 
(.iscuss an;:,rthing of t_lis n.:..t"'J.re (lit l an~ one he des.i..red and I certainly 
'<10 lL. h&ve no objections . I tnen a::l:e::1_ that if he disagreeei "\-li.th the 
pol ic:v' tnat he i)e kind enol.lf;h to ol.ltline his reG-sons, thoueh in ans1-rering 
my lotter he uid not elaborate . I Imow thL.t Ezra is a frienc.. of yours 
and. ha.ve always considered him to be 1:.'. good f.ciend of I!line U1Q I etO not 
nean to criticize him for any such L.cti.on . N~,tur' --2::.{, if soneone -,ere to 
at-cenpt to use such L. lJolicy as t.-·; s in order to pull D1..:siness ai-lb..Y fro:1 
hiD, I c,-n see ilhere he night have just CL.use for being disturbed . HOrrever , 
as I un writing him, I nave no desir'e whatsoever to eomrct8 Ylith hin for 
auction bide emd h&ve never sol i cited a client vTho I :me'" used 'is services 
other than to state tnLt I ~oulc. be rleased to be of aGsiGtance to tnen if 
he at an:r ti::ne , .. c_s unable to atteua. a se.le in wcic~ tlley were interested. 
!.tJ only interest in exec:...ting auction bius is tu fu:.'tner ~- own l.:nowleage 
of the current ir terests of my clicr:ts \,h~ch a=.l too o::ten c<:.n be deterlnined 
in 110 other Wf:" , rather than to e£'.rn the small agent I s cO_1l1i Gsion Yi~ich I 
ro.re1;;' consider to be adequate compensation for the ei'r'ort involved. I 
wo~~ld sti 1 a-:J.'eciate your keei-ing all a;Jove co J.J.8nts as well as prior ones 
confi.dential. 

Enclosed are fo .r covers on ,,"n.ieh I wo:;_lr a~.preci.s te :"our 0 inion and 



sign'tllre ;::no, comments on the reverse if genuine . Tile Ex re~'s cover is 
f'rom the notrious TaucHer correspondence E....Tld there:tore is open to 5'':S_ icion 
I (io not Ulll.erstand the small r;icce of' 5¢ - 1869 on the large cover but 
maybe you C2.n explain it . Ple&.se : ... eturn t.."Iese by registcrec.. air :mE,il, 
specisl delivery end acid the cost to your fee . 

Fi th kind reg""rds , 

~~olomonh 



.. 

. r. Jack Eo Molesworth, 
102 Beacon Streot, 

Boston 16, .aS8 • 

Dear Jack: 

Dec. 3, 1953 • 

Hermia, th the four it ems 0 s per yours of t he 1st. 

1) 12¢ Bisect. I see no roason to doubt this but here is tie story. 
In Aueust and Septev~er 1853. the ~.F. office ran out of 3¢ ata ps, hence recog
nized epUlis of the l?¢. It has teen stated t.h8 t they sold suuh splits over the 
counter but this I doubt. V hen new stlppliel:J ... Jere received, they refused _recogni
tion to halves of th3 lll¢. Your cove!" shows such. The "lO" on the face r.leant the 
bisect reid no rate and hence 10¢ was due (GIt' pr13paid - 10¢ unpaid was the rate 
East in 1853). This mail "48S by the "3., .Golden Gate on 'unda;)' Oot. 16, 18~)3." 
A Sunday s"Ii1ing was mOE t unusual. 

?} 24¢ l~69 cover - My records show thet this office d1d use a 
green ink .. There seems to be no Ciuestion but what the use 'was April 1870, hence 
I see no reason to doubt that tm' ?4¢ stanp was used originally on this covor. I 
believe the rate was 9 x 3 1t enn the 3¢ was demal7ed in opening the letter, onl"" a • 
piece of it remaining. 

3) 2¢ 1869 Bisect. This is ")robably genuine as there Vi ,re a lerge 
numbe!" of stamp collectors in the ls'lie eighteen sixties. If I '.las sure that St. 
LouiE'! used t'is type of killer in uept. 1869 - or H 70, ! \\Ould be disposed to 
express the opinion the cover is genuine. Perhaps sane student of St. l.()uls mar'..c
ings could authenticate the kllier. Tf you wish to return it r will send it over 

4 

to my go cd friend Corw1 t h \ ar;ne r. 

4) r nay be 1001. wrong btl t I think tl is is a fake, that is, tm 
blJck r.tArking 1101 bad. Ilm ever, I am no stUdent of estern Express COVflrs and 
should, therefore, refrain from any opinion. I suggest you ~nd thLs to Parker of 
Oroville, Calif. ( •• H. Parker) or (~dgarJessup. Either am woold be competent to 
pass on it. 

I note your rEmarks re - Gole and of (lOUrSe I w 111 keep same strict
ly confidential. I suggest th5t you have a talk wi th E~l'a and no dcubt you could 
easily come to an understanding. 

'y fee for the two covers is .JI4.OO l)lus 62¢ postage - 4.62. 

V it h regarc).s -

Yours etc' t 



Fonn3817 
Rev. 9-37 

~05t efHee 1Departme 
. STANLEY B 'SL Recelved from: . r 

P. O. Box ~ 
-------------------------~--~Lf!~_X.!lo..:nas- ve---

rOJrrTHOMAS _________________ ___ ___________________________ l__ ___ _ ___ _ 

One piece of ordinary mail uddressecl'--.I,;"...;.....O:::'-----'"-;-
. k ")/.sw , 

to ---------------------/02-- eacon--Sfie-sf------------------------------
--------------------- - -TON---(16 --Iff -----------------------------
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,ire J801<'" E . l.~olesworth, 
102 Beacon St ., 

Boston 16, Hass. 

Dec . 10, 1'1.53. 

Yours of the 8th received with the :0 covers and check 
for $4 . 62 , for mich my thanks . 

H ,rewi th I am returning the 3rt 1861 cover wit h l'lemo on 
the back. The Portland Exchange marking 1s rare . shows 8 c edit 
to G. B. of 24¢ (1 shilling) to carry the letter from nrland to China . 

e kept ?l¢ - "A.mer. Pkt •• " 5¢ "Internal t1 plus .16¢ Sea . 

r will send the 2 rt '69 cover to .my friend Corwith 'egner . 

Jack" if you have some fine c:overs no dc:ubt I CClU 1d sell them 
nrovided I couJ.d recom!'1 nd them at the pri ceo In cases l here I could not 
recanmend the condition or the pdc I 'auld advise egainst the purchase. 
~i th the se pOints in mind I wou Id be ~lad to soe anythinR you care to send 

me. 

With regflrds -

Sine l'ely yours , 

• 



J\.lE1.~. 
~.lE1.J\. 
<fi.<fi.;N.1}!. 

dr . St.anle~r 3 . Ashbrook 
P. O. 30A 31 
56 :10 . Ft . Thor.l&s Jeve . 
Fort Thomas , ~Centuc£.y 

:oar bten, 

3Jark 1£. 1Inlr.5Utort~ 
Pl,ilcd:elic D ec.1 le1" c.1nd B1"oke1" 

102 ~elltOn ~tr eei 

:!Jiloston 16, ~llSSlll:qUS1!tts 

Jeccnbcr v, 1S')::: 

<fi.Jij.J\. 
J\.~.J\. 

~.;N.J\.:jJ.~. 

l·~.r-;J thE:.nKS for your ext:cemely prc"'1pt ~'e ' 1;' on t.he fo~.r c vers 
__ 'ecently sllt:rittca . I 'm 8nclosi!1g my check fo:c "4 . 62 ~l '3 v.lC 1.L0 
bisect that I "\w:.lid 8.p~reci&.te YOIS senr~il.g C _OILg to yOU!' fri.c~1. , 
.• 1 . '\oJae;ner . I assume that if he: olw.ys tLe postrr..&rk you yTil::" 1.)8 glcd 
to sign the reverse . Advise additional fee 'nd I 311[11 be glad to 
'eILt . 

I c..m <.;.lso enclosing another co'"e1' tilc...v h ..... s :1..i .... t::..e vaille but 
wnich I viOuld appreci.ate :-our aavising on vb.ether :'i-ou agree -,.;i".;,n :iV' 
doG.lctions aa to tile 1'c.te 4nu. missing sta.tl1: • 

~ freque'-lt1:r have on b.and a;:> at pl'esent nice 19th centtu"Y U. S. 
covers oi' t~1e bett'?r grede type v::' \:..1 scarce o:c rare :;:Jost ':CKS or 
ste.BpS u:.c..1 generally i.n lairly nice condition . I .r ..... l0if tl..al, ;)'01... _,ro
"aCibly h&ve contacts H:..th Sl:Cl1 people, S I lack, such c...S Kru&:V. end 
others ,,1l:0 might be in:'erested in S·lO.l ite,.:3 c...ll" t •. erefore -a~'ni..A.er 
il' you. 'iiould. ·oe intere ted. in caving me sene.. ':'ong 2. select_on of 
tilese for you to t17 to sell . I WOLllc-. be )leaseu to a~~orr : ou E.. 

20~~ G.iscolmt from r.v retail • ::ices Klich s. oulc: be 'lui te fair sld 
also give you wnatcver urnount of tine you d8em n cesf.'&'YJ to give t"lem 
<: ::c:'r tr:,: . Lot we 1-:r'_O't.; i: vilis vO·J.lc.. be 0: Llterest to "ou . 

Vi trl ina. regards, 

C:Z~ 
J " /lllill 



Mr. C. Corwi th \,sp;ner, 
Suite 1834 Boatmen's Bank Bldg., 

314 North Broadway, 
St. Louis 7, Mo. 

• 
Dea r Gorwi th : 

Dec. 10, 19.53. 

I am enclosing herewith a 2¢ 1869 cover v'ith a half' of a 2¢. 
I dislike such things but my opinion has been asked and I "WOuld hate to 
verif'y.it 11' anything is wrong. In your oplndlon, did St. Louis use a killer 
such as this in Sept. 1869 or the early seventies? I seriously doubt if 
St. Liuis used a t Ime postmsrk any earlier than 1871 or possi bly 1872. I 
am wondering if you have any data on that point'? 

By the seven tie s the re were thousands of stamp collections and 
from the beginning there we ye always some busy-bodies who tried to rmke 
"rarities. lI 1 wouldn't pay any real money for such trash as t~ enclosed and 
besides such uses were forbidden recognition by the ~.O.D. 

r trust that you are in the best of' health and that all goes 
well with you. 

~ ith the Compliments of the ~eason -

(;ordia1ly yours. 



I 

Deer Stanley: 

114 East g4th St., 
New York 2g, K. Y. 
November 27, 1953. 

Meny, many thanks for your instructive comments in your letter 
of Nov.10th on the various items I hBd submitted. I should have answered 
you long before this, but the pre-Thanksgiving rush for pEper end twine, 
not to mention toilet p~per, hes really kept me busy. 

I am returning herewith the card showing the Weill Curl which 
you noted more then twenty-three years ago. You plated the position 
as illustrated on this card as 34R9 and I a~ree. Positions 74R9 and 
33R9 also show this curl as you described in your Work Vol. 1 Pg. 290. 
Position 73R9 end 32R9 in early printings show the tiniest traces of the 
little semi-circle at left. Inasmuch as positions 34R9 - 74R9 end ;"'2R9 
show this curl much es you illustrate it on the enclosed card, is it 
possible that you made e slight error in your illustration of this curl 
es shown on seme page, figure It E"? 

(1 1 I suspec t that the Weill curl is one of the rares t of the Type V 
plete varieties. In your work you say: "The smell object •••.• must heve 
been very fine.. .... It is quite doubtful if lete printings from these 
three positions show much evidence of it." How true! Of the litere1ly 
thousends of Type V stsmps I have exemined in the past three yesrs, I have 
only found one exemple of this veriety, a pair which I fm enc10sinQ" here-
with pnd plates 73R9 - 74R9. I showed you this peir last MEY after you 
showed me a pript of the Weill curl which plates 34R9. Apparently you 
hed forgotten that this curl shows on three positions and you wrote me in 
your letter of May 19, in compering the enclosed pair with the print: 
"I guess there is no doubt but what the right stemp is the Weill curl, 
though there are some differences in the two stamps which may be due to 
plfl te wee. r. It 

-(2) Re "A" relief showing curl to left of eye. This variety 'teffles 
me and also fascinetes me. I am enclOSing five strips of three end a 
single which I have des iEma ted "A" - "B" - "e" - "D" - "E" and "F" 
respectively. 

Strip "A" is e frend early impression end shows nice plating 
marks. The tVi'O stemps to right in strip "A" plate with two stamps to 
left in strip "Eiland so we have e reconstr'uction of four. 'T'he sin@"le, 
"F" plates with stamp to right in strip "B". Middle stamp in strip 
"A" shows e fine horizontal line that begins at ornament "0tl and runs 
through the entire length of Franklin's hepd end seems to show helfway 
across head in stamp to right. Recently you showed me s single mounted 
on a plating card on which you illustrated this curl. This stemp also 
Showed a line in Franklin's heed which I illustreted in pencil on your 
card. I am wondering whether that stamp doesn't plate with one of the 
s~amps in stl'ip "A". 

I had alreedy shown you strips "ell and "0", both late impressions 
end quite poor for our purposes. Stl'ip "Ell is also s lste impression (ut 
inteI'esting in that stamp to right does not show this curl, indlcetin~ 
thst curl first appeared in middle stemp. You will note that the fourteen 
stamps that show this curl have one thing in common, i.e. they all sho~ 
a smell curl in colorless oval directly under liT" of IIPostsQ"e". The stEmp 
that does not show curl to left of eye does not show the marking under 
the "T", 



, 

-2- Nov.27,1953 

I heve tried to match the guide dots in the verticals, but 
without success. You V"ill note that middle stsmp in strip flC" shows 
four dots at upper ril2'ht. The eflrliest use I have Seen of this flAil 
curl is April 21, 19~8. This is e circul~r from Troy to Philadelphi8 
end is lot #lfS9' in the next Siegel sele. I shell go for it definitely. 
If Plate 5, would this be earliest known use? 

Re-- Our recons truction of three liB" reI i efs PIe te 6. You 
write: "1 suppose we are right in suspecting th t this "strip of three" 
comes from the left p~ne of Plete 6, because the single "E" stamp looks 
like an "E" from the right pane, possibly 4lR6.. ... Too bed we cannot 
identify this "E" single." End quote. CompEring this "E" relief with 
4lR6 on negative 4 and with 41R6 in V.S. of three on negative 36 leaves 
no doubt but thet your plating is correct and this "E" relief is 41R6. 
Note especially the diagonal line between "a" and "S" of "Po stege II as shown 
on negative 4 • 

. -,. ') 
\. - ,/ Furthermore, several months ago I showed you three singles, 

reliefs "A", "B" end liD", thet I had removed from a cover. The "BII 
relief p16tes with middle stc:>mp in our "strip of three" while the 
flAI, end "D" reliefs definitely come from Plate 6. You. pgreed at the 
time thet this just sbout proved thet the "B" relief was Plste 6 also. 
I S 1n enclos ing thes e three s temps herevrri th. 

Also enclosed is ~mother "B" same position, en early impression, 
end ~ mostgorgeous shade of blue. By way of contrast with this blue, I 
em enclosirrg a 6 cent Benknote in e rich Indian Red shade. Would you agree 
with me, Stanley, if I suggested that these two colors are the most beautiful 
on any s temp issued by this or any other government? "' 1'\ \ \... - i ~ \ I'\,.!.j • I!.,,'''. 

It VII \ -1.;>\\OIM' 
(4) Re-- 52L5. Wouldn't you sey that the perforations of the "E" -

flnd "F" reliefs match perfectly and that the fiE" relief plates 4·2L51 Isn't 
this a nice reconstruction of four, 42L5 - 43L5 and 52L5 - 53L51 I have 
just found another copy of 53L5 and now I have three examples of this 
position. 

Re -- Single "D" reI ief wi th "doublecurl". Inesmuch as this 
position shows no side scretches, B.nd ornements at rig'ht ere practic~lly 
complete, this must come from Plete 6? I suspect ~OR6? I suspect 
Mort's V.S. of three is eOR6 - 90R6 - ICOR6? 

Cf'henks for the photo of the H.S. strip of three of the "C" 
relief. That is qui te a smoke screen 8CI'OSS upper label of stamp to 
right. Youe1so show this strip on negative B3e9. I thou~ht Mort's 
H.S. of three could be 24L6 - 25L6 - 26L6? Mort suggested the plating 
end I thought 26L6? plated with 26L6 as shown on nega.tiveA~o.The plating--
marks are feint end probably inconclusive? Mort insists he finally 
found something from Plate 6. 

If you didn't reed the report of Mort's talk and mine in the 
Collector's Club Philatelist of November, peg'e 326, ple~se don't; it is 
thet stupid. Mort's consta.nt throwing- of bouquets in my direction is 
very embarrass ing. If he thinks I enj oy the odor of thee e bouquets, I 
don't, end yet I don't know how to tell him to deSist; he is a grand ~y, 
but quite sensitive. 



-3- Nov. 27, 1953 

I ,suspect that the dealer who wrote you thet "Mort informed 
him that Plate 6 meterial wes not neer 6S scerce es Ashbrook ima~ined" 
was Ward. Mort advised me recently that he wes corresponding with Ward 
re Plate 6 materipl and that Ward would p~y me up to $~O. for my mint blcck 
from the left Pane. Big deel. Such generosityl If Plate 6 materiel 
is not so scarce, why doesn't Mort sell him his mint block of ~ or break 
it in helf? Whet prompted Mort to comment on the relative scarcity 
of Plate 6 material? Did he meke eny extr~ordinary find l~tely? Or 
wes his opinion inspired by the progress we mode recently without his 
pid? Let Mort or anyone else find an "A"-"B" peir from the first five 
or six vertical rows of the left pane. The old proverb still holds true: 
"A little knowledge is drngerous." 

I suppose you have other things to do, Stanley, besides 
reF.>ding this s tuff end so I will cell a hEl t, 61 thou~h I h£ve so meny 
interesting? things to show you and I don't Inow where to be~in. 

Just one more word. If Jack Molesworth submitted 8 Type lIlA 
stamp to you end stated that I plated it es Type 10, Jack wa s misinformed. 

With our best regerds, 

Sincerely, 

I.)?ln~ . 



Mr. lorris FortgsDg, 
114 Esst 84 th 8t., 

New York 28, N. Y. 

Dear Morri s; 

Dec. 9, 195.3. 

Now for ynurs of the 27th. I must eonfess that I ha d forgotten all 
sbou t the three "curls" from Plate 9 . It has been a lonr time (-lgo since I wrote 
the One Cent Book and when the eill ".curl" came along it did not register at all. 
Thanks tor a second look at your pair of 73R9 - 74R9, which I am returnin{ here
wi th o The only record that I n01f1 have of 73- 141-'9 is a photograph of [ort's right 
pane and it is not very good for reference pur"loses. HoW\ever, I checked your 
air very very carefully /'Ind I certainly aeree that your air on card Itl is un

questionably 13R'-J - 74H9 •. I also n-;ree that my illustration in my book on page 
290 - Fig. 26E, is not very accurat&o Yes, after cf'refully studyin.{ the three 
curl posi t.l.ons, the ,eill single 1s t.nl.l:mbtealy ~. 

,,2 - .... trips, - B - and sinele F. You certainly have a marvelous 
eyesight and, of course, y.)ur plating of these three items is absolutelY correct. 
I agree tmt Strip "A" is a beautiful early nrint. I suggest that for future re
ference, we call Strip "1" - Fl - 1'2 - 13 and the "B" Strip - l21 - F3A - }:t'4 and 
the "FlI single F4A. The horimn tal line thru head on .liZ and half way on F, is 
nice. It must have been a very sba llow guide line on the ple te that soon disappear
ed o The single that I sent you is the same as your "Fl . " I am sending it back so 
you can have anot her look a s the cnrl is lncoJ'llolete, and the ' curl" on fir 1" is 
partly covered by the cancel . 

Again refer to F? in your "A" strip. Recently you sent me a cover 
wi th a top rorN strip with the "Eye curl . " Is the 1'irst stamp to lef't in th is strip 
the same position as F2? I believe this cover was "New Orleans Oct. 12 l85? 
Correct? It is interesting to note that all " ~ye curl" stamps have a small mark 
under the "T" of Dostage . I suggest e· refer to this as the tiT m9rk . " 

Your f!.hj" strip is very interesting. The middle stamp in tbi s stri p 
seems to have only half a ' curl. tI It is too bad that this strip is such a late 
orint . 

I also note that the miC1dle stamp in the "G" strip srows four dots in 
the N. E. Corner . This is certainly most unusual and I do not recall that I ever noted 
such a variety before. If so, I have forgotten. 

Re - early date of use of a Plate 5 stamp . I have no record - never 
recoraed any date for this plate. If the order of manufacture was 6, 7, 8, 5 and all 
w. re made at about the same ti "le, I wppose we shruld find uses of Plate 5 stamps in 
late(?) 1857 . We will have to Viait for the study of more material to decide a number 
of questions . 

1f3 - Ie - your "A" - 13" 
head 24h6 . I agree that the "B" staMp 
your r econstructed strip of three (two 
ti ons of thi s "B" reconstruction . 

<1 "D" copies - Your "D" is tre small curl in 
is the same position as the middle stamp in 
airs) . I should be able to locate the posi-



• 

;2. , r. Morris Fortgang - Dec. 9, 19.53. 

Your sing-).e "B" relief stamp wi th the red cancel is indeed a 
beautiful color. I v;ill see if I can identify the plate later. 

I agree that your lating of the tW0 pairs is correct, viz., 42L.5 -
43L.5 - 52L.5 - .53L.5 - You have quite e f.ood record of .53L.5 • 

• l.gain referring to your "O·t strip . I am enclosing a single which 
is the same as the center tamp in your strip and proves that the "mottling"(?) on 
this position is coo si sten t. 

I note your referenc e to the liD" re lief "double curllf and the 
possibility thet this may be 80L6. 1. note your reference to ort's ver tical may 
possibly be BORb - 90R6 - lOOR6, but I don't seem to have a record of this strip. 
However, I will I.'lake a I'urther search. 

. 
~.hen ort rets a little furthBr along I believe he will come to the 

conclusion that - 1. 6 material is really as sc' rce as ,-e have stated. You have 
been most fortunate in locating ouite a bit ot' neVi mAteria 1 but you have been tm 
only me seardl ing for it. That makes Quite 8 dirt'ererwe. 

No,Molesworth did not send me a Type n.h. stamp. 

I note that you wnuld like to have prints of the Ne,~bury block of 
90. I do not recall such a block. Did you mean his large blook of 70 from the 
rirht Dane of flate 2? (l'irst seven vertical rows of ten) 

Incidentelly, I ~robably have some Plate 6 
never seen, and most of' which I have plated in the past. 
loan some of the se to you to see if you c uld plate them? 
I suppose I could let you have 'Such prints. 

With best regDrds to Hnn and you -

Cordially yours, 
/ 

hetos which you have 
v ould you like for me to 

If' 1 can locate duplicates 

• 



.. 
DeBr Stanl ey: 

114 East 64th St., 
New York 28, N. Y. 
December 14, 1953. 

Th~nks egsin for your many enlightening comments in your 
letter of Dec.9. And thanks elso for the center line stamp 
from Plate 11, for which I em enclosing herepith $20. in cesh. 
I only had two such examples in my collection, lRll end IIRII. 
In order to improve the pppeerpnce of llRII, some dealer (1) 
reperforated the stBmp et left And succeeded not only in 
beautifying the stamp, but elso creeted s rarity, e perforeted 
center line stamp from PI~te 11. (Jeck M. believes in improvin~ 
the appeerance of stemps.) 

I hf've noted your sug~estions in referring to the "Eye 
curl" st€~PS for future reference. If you made prints of any 
of the "Eye curl" strips, I should like to purchsse e set. I 
em returning herewith your "Eye curl" singles. All quite 
interesting. If they .ere for sale, I em interested. I believe 
I have made some slight additional progress with these "Curls" end 
I shell report to you shortly. 

You write: "Again refer to F2 in your "A" strip. Recently 
you sent me a cover with a top row strip with the "Eye curl". Is 
the first stamp to left in this strip the seme position as F2?"End 
quote. Yes Stanley, this "B" strip F2A - F3A - F4 is the very 
strip thst I removed from the cover. 

Re -- Plate 6 photos that I have probably never seen .. 
Yes, I would love to borrow or buy these. Thenks egtdn for your 
kindness. Meanwhile, I am selecting 20 of my most interesting 
covers for you to photograph in natural colors. I shall send 
these off within the next few days. This is an example of what 
I mean when I say I concede nothing to Chase. 

Wi th kindes t regards, 

Sincerely yours, 
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E, G. GUY, PRESIDENT fit GENERAL MGR , M . A . HAGERMAN. SECRETARy_TREASURER 

J. G, FLECKENSTEIN , VICE PRE:S. IN Ct-lARGE OF SALES M . 8. CLARK . ASST. TREAS. 8: TRAFFIC MGR. 

PHone: 125 

~OF CARSOn CITY 
InCORPORATED 
II (J 

CRY)TA~ 

CRYSTAL PETROLEUm PRODUCTS 

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook, 
Ft Thomas, Ky. 

Dear Stan: 

CAR son CIT Y. fTl I CHI G A n 
Ionia, "Michigan. 
December 5, 1953. 

As suggested in yours of November 25th, I wrote Jack Molesworth and he sent 
me the the enclosed cover marked liThe real pigeon blood pink" priced at 
$75.00. Please look it over and if a real "pigeon blood" and you think I 
ought to buy it at this price, please endorse it on the back as being the 
real genuine rare pigeon blood pink and I will take it, provided you tell me 
you think it is worth the price asked, and also let me knmv your fee for 
signing same. Or if you could make a profit by buying it yourself through 
Jack Molesworth and reselling to me, will handle it t hat way if you tell me 
how you want it handled. 

Jack also sent me some other covers - two grilled wh~ch so far as I can 
detect have not even a trace of a grill - but the only other cover that I 
thought I IImightt' be interested in is the other enclosed herevvi th l"Thich you 
haVe already signed as being genuine. Howe~r, this is supposed to be the 
rare Type I of the 15¢ 1869 but the stamp is "scrubbed ll on the face and the 
cancellation covers up the type characteristics (he wants $85.00 for this 
cover). On the other hand, it has the somevvhat scarce French packet boat 
marking for boat "No.3!! but on this point, I recall Harold Stark telling me 
that the date in the French Packet Boat marking always had to be the same as 
the New York date - in this case the New York date is NOV 13 while the French 
Packet Boat marking looks like NOV 12. Would this indicate Zareski? I also 
note on back of this cover a French receiving marking reading: IIjYARIS & STRAS
BOURG lc" which might be a rare French railroad marking, altho I know little 
about French markings. Is this a railroad marking? Doc Chase of course would 
know on this, I'm sure. My main objection to this cover tho is the scraping on 
the face of the stamp. Tell me what to do on this? I think too that your 
endorsement on the back ought to state that this is a Type I stamp. 

Rene a nd I would like to have you. and Mildred spend New Years with us. How 
about it? 

Regards. 

JGF/k 
Enc :REG: 

Sincerely, 

J. G. Fleckenstein. 

ALL AGREEMEMTS ARE CONTINGENT UPON STRIKES. ACCIDENTS. ABILITY TO OBTAIN CRUDE AT POSTED PRICE. OR OTHER CAUSES BEYOND OUR CONTROL. QUOTATIONS ARE FOR IMMEDIATE ACCEPT
ANCE AND SUBJECT TO PRIOR SALE OR CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE. THE PURCHASER AGREES TO PAY AMOUNT OF ANY FEDERAL. STATE OR LOCAL TAX. FEE OR CHARGE. ON THE PRICE OF OR ON 
THE MERCHANDISE COVERED HEREBY. TO BE ADDED TO THE INVOICE PRICES QUOTED UPON PRESENT FREIGHT RATES . ANY INCREASE THEREIN 15 TO BE BORNE BY PURCHASER. 



r. J . G. ffleckenstein , 
419 Union St., 

Innia , Mich . 

Dea r .Tack : 

Dec. la, 1953 . 

Herewith the t. covers as per yours 0 f the ,5bb , also copy 
of a letter I have today addressed to Molesworth which is self- explanatory. 
\>ith my name on the back of this cover I thInk it is worth more than v75. 00, 
because the chances f re that few would doubt that I know a "Pigeon" when 
1 see ona . This is -cruly a SUD -lrb copy snd you might ;0 years before you 
had 8 chance to acouire as fine a coPy _ Tt.is is one ti e when >'Iole sworth 
didn't know enoueh to ChRI'ge enough . 

RegBrdi {'r the 151 1,6? cover. If you examine the French marking 
.L think you wi 11 fin d that the a e l.lte i s 1'13 U - the same as tIE rew York -
If NOV 13 . tI I can see no reason why you should aCQuire this eover (nuff said) . 
The Frenc h mark: ing 0 n b ac k i~ not unusua 1 . 

Thanks Jack for the invitation for Mildred and I to spend New 
Years with Rene and you. I wouldn't risk dri ving to Ionia in the winter tillS 
as I don't like ice and snow. 

Our best to you hoth . 

Gordially yours, 

• 



, 

Mr. Jack: E. io1esworth, 

e l' Jack: 

102 Beacon Street, 
Boston 16. JY.IASS .. 

Oct. 10, 19.53 .. 

~hen Jessup tu 1'ned ov l' to me tl e 3¢ '61 link cover to be 
r turned to you, it was a dark cloudy dny and not a1apted to examinotinn 
of the cov~r. Incidentally, I was :Clot requested t I cio so. 

}. y gooo fri .nd Jack leo enstein sent t he cover to me and 
today! made Ii very careful examimt on Qf the covey nQ have endorsed 
i" on the b nk as follows, quote: 

"Thia~iB, in r1Y opinion, the 'reall>1geon 1310 d l"'1nk.' I 
have as of this ate mode e very careful omparison siue by side with my 
refsl'ence cony .. 

STANL cr B. JffiROOK 
, Dec . 10, J.~.53·' 

(unquote) 

• It is seldom that e new cony of this rare tint shows up. 
No doubt you will be lea bed to lmow thnt your onininn 0 f thi s stamp is 
correct. Very few dealers know 13 Pigeon when they see one. 

Sinoerely yourJ. 

Copy to 
J .G.lneckenstein 
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Mint vheet Brokera~e COe, 
8470 Blue Ash Road. 

RossmoY!le, Ohio. 

Dear Lee and .arren: 

Dec. 8,19.53. 

Herew1 th the items th t you sent me 
recently ith th; exception of the 51 1847 cover 
hleh I will forward to you lEiter this eek. 

\Hth rerards -
, 
Cordially yours, 

i 



Mr. ·'Hiot t Perry, 
Box 333, 

\,estfield, };.J . 

Elliott: 

Dec. 4, 19.53. 

Here is a cover the t I thought you wou ld like to see 
and if you v-ould like a pootograph front and back:, I will send you a 
print. I believe thiz L: a new discovery, at 1 IE at thet is Y'h8t th e 
owner int'onned me. The print of the .5<1 New York: came in today. 
Is it my understandmc thrt I can retain this print or would you 
want it retu med, and inci dentally do you believe the old story th!Jt 
this plate Vias made in 10621 That St1 tenant I seriously doubt. 

1 will forward to you on Monci:ly another lot of 20 copies 
of the 1O¢ '4']. 

Yours etc., 



f lWlr . ~lliot t Perry , 

Elliot t : 

Box 333, 
\estfield , o;r . 

Dec. 10, 1953. 

Thanks for return of the Swart's cover. I made photos front 
agd back and I will send prints to you. I agree with you . 100,. that thi s 
was originally a stampless. I never saw a cover on this route with a stamp 
canceled by pen though this could have happened. However, I think the red 
1t.5" was applied by the Route Agent and indicated an unpaid letter. I assume 
that the person who mailed the letter paid Swarts in cash , end that there 
was no Swarta stamp on the F.L. The.5<1 '47 looks to "worn" for a use in ;rune 
1849 . 

.More later on the .5¢ New YOM reprint nlat e. I wonder if this 
was the origina 1 plate made in 184.5 but never used? Could be. 

Yours etc' t 



The 5c 1847 plus Swarts cover is enc~osed. I 10n't liKe it. In 
i.ny opinion it went thru t~1.email as a stalilple:-s cover. _'1:1.~re is 
good reason to believe that Sv.arts delivered .nail direct to the 
steamboat vv?-arves, p;o~ably to catch ~ ~ail which had _already ~ 
c~osed at tne Post O~flce, or for a sl~llar reason. {~~ce the are 
probably all correct. Dut I have grave douots that either the 5c 
'47 or the genuine Swarts stamp was used on this cover. 

Yes, if you photograph it I · ould lL:e a print. The bacl;: could 
be turned u~ so the fac~ and bacKs tamp are all shot at once. The 
baclcstam~ is the second example of t~he Dl p. ostmarr:, that is, li.;:;:e 
Dl but v.lth TlDIH~Cll 'l'on in (nearly) ~re t capitals. Evidently the 
color was cnan~ ed from dull orange to a dee~ red betv,een :!ay and 
June in 1949. 

Fyom EII'orr ~rv-y .J-:..A As J"€:~ 
Lerrer

d (~:'j ~ ~ 
D8r~ riNV 
Decl It8~ "a 
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'lhe l"'int Sheet Brokerage Co., 
8470 Blu3 Ash Road, 

1 os s'1lcyne, Ohi o . 

Dea r Lee an(l Warren: 

• 

Dec. 10, 1953. 

Harm i th the .5 rj 1847 cover which I sent to .l!;lliott Perry ot 
estfleld, N.J. 1 or hlS opmion . Perry is our orenlOst stuaent of U. S. Locals 
nC1 as you kno , a very c refitl stud nIT . I quote as folIo s froM. a 1 et tar 

received from. him today : 

IIll he 5c l ' 4 7 plus ~ warts cover is enclosed.. I don tt like t. 
In .my opinion it ent thru the riail as,O at mpless cover. 'Ihere is good reason 
to believe that Swarts delivered !I all dil'ect to the "teamboat wharves , probably 
to catch a 'mail which had already closed at the !-0..,1; Office, or for a similar 
reason . Heno the pmks are probauly all correct . Bu.t I have grave doubts that 
e1 ther the 50 "47 or the genuine Swarts stamp wos used on tills cover. It 

I agree with l'erry as there are several thingf:l ab:>ut the cover 
that are.quite questlol1able . For example, it iI.ns tl:e (''Ustom then 8S \ell as DOW 

to put stamps in the upper riP.J.:tl, corner . oecond, this was mailed direct with the 
mail o l ezk and the red 1t.5 11 indicate. the postage was not paid, hence Set due. 
Perry i s of the opinion the Swarts stamp is genuine but I questioned it. Ita my 
be ri~t . hlso 'lila llHil clert< on this route v'ruln hardly have c811celed the Set 
stamp wi th pen and ink . 

I muld like to add tu.s cover to my "rake ll cover collectton and 
wi 11 gladly pa y you a ny ric e you care t () charge for it • 

... 
For the examinatio n of this and the other items that you sent me, 

I am clla rglng you a fee of 10 . 00 which I trust you will find satisfactory. 

My kindest r egards . 

Cordially yours . 



f 

• 

WARREN W SCHOLL LEE CHADWICK 

APS 
BIA 
NPS 
SPA 

• 

MINT SHEET BROKERAGE 
ORIGINATORS of ~ The 81D and ASK 

STAMP MARKET ~ Estoblished 1936 

8470 BLUE ASH ROAD ROSSMOYNE OHIO 

PHONE -
C NC NNATI EXCHANGE 

SYCAMORE 576:9 

December 12, 1953 

Mr. Stanley Ashbrook 
33 N. Ft. Thomas Ave. 
Ft. Thomas, Kentucky 

Dear Stanley: 

Many thanks for the recent work and particular your work 
and statement on the Swarts local. 

We have forwarded your letter together with the cover to 
the owner, Mr. Anderson of Jamestown, New York, and ask 
that he respond directly to you about it. Both covers 
were his and the off-cover stamps were ours so the deci
sion, including price, would have to rest with him and 
it probably will be easier for you both to do business 
diredt. 

Enclosed is our check in amount of $10.00 which certainly 
is reasonable, and we really appreciate your time and 
effort on this material as it now is in shape for us to 
sell. 

LC:ta 

K1k rdS. 

Lee Chadwick 

PUBLISHERS OF THE ORIGINAL QUOTATION BULLETIN • 
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r. Jack L. o1esworth, 
102 Beacon St., 

Boston 16, .ass . 

De r J' a ale : 

vee. 14, 1 9.5 J • 

.. 

Herewit~h the?¢ 18651 "split" cover. i auote as follows fI")m 
a letter dated Eec . 11th from my eood friend C. Corwith agner of ..,t. Louis, emote: 

,iI have nn 'ai th in 'splits' and ne ver have h d - therefore I 
have none in My ""llection. The t. Louis postmark in use in 1fl69- 70 was a 
circle - ?6 - v~itb the lettcre ir. St. Louis.5 M hir:h. The St of St. j ouis 
was used both L and ~t. prom some tine in 1Rn and thereafter (lS lat e as 1877 
St. Louis had a ~re( t Many 'ifancy" killers - .SunsY Q les, ;:;;itars, Oresoen tSt 
Oheckerboards , and what hav e you. 'l'he first exam. p1e I he Va of the type of F._ 
as used on your eover is Nov . ?4, l877 G ThlE prrticn1:lr PM WaS not used 
extensively or with reeularity. Your PJ'. 1 27~ IU\ ~ the latters are 3 _'1M high. 
St. Louis used a siI1"ilar PM but the circle is fJ and the letters ore but 2 . 
high and 80m a~hAt thicKer. I he ve no rccor-d ats ver of a 'kill.r' in any v,ay 
si "i1fir to the ne on your cover . 

I am no 8xp'rt on mE' tt "'rs of tbis kir.d or type - but my judge ent 
is that tIe it m 1s no. ClOd. '.1..e tli!l~ don't like io:> the dUfc.re Oe :in the 
('olor of the Cv.) .• ,tl - a l1;;:ht thade and the split is tle v.:r!r dark shade . Iso 
'hya PM of 1876- 7-8 on a 1867 sts.'np'"" I believe thl'\t the earliest P: shoVling time 

in it t hat r h Vf; is in 11.u(:ust or ,ec 1875 . " 

I rui ht ad thet .r. .agner 13 our .. oremost autbor! ty, in roy opinion, 
on ['t o L~ul s .l:'ostsl Histt;;ry and postal 'Tl!."rklnp;s nd this also inclu es the ''t, te of 
issouri. 

I note that ny frl .~d bllleve5 th t this po t rk was 1877 or 13tor 
whicb mi ght in iecte th:lt this was "fixed" by eo. ~tlll'lP collector or deal r. UT ly 
t here was no need to USEl 2¢ 1867 bisect in 1 as t t have been '"'lent~r of 
l ¢ stamps on sele at the .... t. Lou.i~ .0 . is t'31 U1l2.. then in my opinion, 
i t was 8 prena red it om-an 11] e[al Ue£. t;h~t got by fua no'" tEl 1 clArks. In oth r words, 
a f reak. Bi sects or splits, or 'ahes of' ste pE ho not h v any tan in unless 
t hey a re in t he IIrOVis1x 1 class, t .... is. no e 1 alu~s v 11e 1e t the looal 
Dost off ice • 

• ~o fee on +- •• i) cov'_' but 
from :aEne!' of 69 rt. Incidents ly, r. 
l a i d up at hom.e v.ith a broken log. 

c n re 1 burs, e 
r s in flD auto 

Yours etc. I 

'''oata to and 
it recc tly llld is 



c. CORWITH WAGNER o o 

gNSURANCE eAGENCY 

SUITE t824 BOATMEN'S BANK BUILDING 

5 A I NT LOU I 5 (2) 

ACCIDENT 
HEALTH 

LIFE 
FIRE 

BONDS 
BURGLARY 
Be HOLDUP 

AUTOMOBILE 

ESTABLISHED 

1914 

M A I N 

1 6 4 0 

o ECEMstR 11, 1953. 8:00 p.". 

tlR. STANLEY Fl. ASHBROOK, 
p.O. BOX 31, 
FORT THOMAS, KEfIITUCKY. 

DEAR STAN: 
YOUR NOTE O~ DECEMBER 10TH CAME TO HAND THIS AFTERNOON. I WAS INVOLVED IN 

AN AUTOMOBILE ACCIDENT ON NOVEMBER 27TH - AND SUSTAINED A BROKEN RIGHT LEG - AND AS A 
RESULT' AM CONFINED TO MY HOME. My MAIL IS BROUGHT OUT TO ME LATE EVERY AFTERNOON -
SO YOU LETTER WAS NOT IN MY HANDS UNTIL ABOUT 6:00 P.M. THIS EVENING. 

I HAVE NO FAITH IN "SPLITS" AND NEVER HAVE HAD - THEREFORE I HAVE NONE IN 
MY COLLECTION. THE ST. LOUIS POSTMARK IN USE IN 186 9-70 WAS A CIRCLE - 26 MM - WITH THE 
LETTERS IN ST LOUIS 5 MM HIGH. THE ST OF ST. LOUIS WAS USED BOTH ST AND ST. FROM SOME 
TIME IN 1871 AND THEREAFTER AS LATE AS 1877 ST. LOUIS HADA GREAT MANY " FANCT" KILLERS -

;t:ltll 0-
"SUNS" EAGLES, STARS, CRESENTS, CHECKERBOARDS, AND WHAT HAVE YOU. THE FIRST EXAMPLE/ OF 
THE TYPE OF PM AS USED ON YOUR COVER IS NoV. 24, 1877. THIS PARTICIJLAR PM WAS NOT USED 
EXTENSIVELY OR WITH REGULARITY. YOUR PM IS 27!MM & THE LETTERS ARE 3MM HIGH. ST. LOUIS 
USED A SIMILAR PM RUT THE CIRCLE IS 28MM AND THE LETTERS ARE BUT 2MM HIGH AND SO~'EWHAT 

I THICKER. I HAVE NO RECORD WHATSOEVER OF A "KILLER" IN ANY WAY SIMILAR TO THE ONE ON 
YOUR COVER. 

AM NO EXPERT ON MATTERS O~ THIS KIND OR TYPE - BUT MY JUDGEMENT IS THAT THE 
ITEM IS NOT GOOD. THE THING I DONT LIKE IS THE DIF-ERENCE IN THE COLOR OF THE STAMPS -
A LIGHT SHADE AND THE SPLIT IS THE VERY DARK SHADE. ALSO WHY A PM OF 1876-7-8 ON A 1869 
STAMP? I BELIEVE THAT THE EARLIEST PM SHOWING TIME IN IT IS IN AUGUST OR DEC 187-6. 

,, ~~ j }, _____ 'L.. 

I MUST CONFESS STAN THAT MY ST. LOUIS "RECORDS" AFTER 1865 ARE NOT IN VERY 
GOOD ORDER •. A. FEW LOCAL COLLECTORS, INCLUDING MYSELF, ARE RIGHT NOW TRYING TO GET 
ORGANIZED AND LIST AND CLASIFY ALL ST. LOUIS MARKINGS - AND WE HOPE TO COVER THE STATE 
O~ MISSOURI AS WELL. I HOPE THAT THE ABOVE INFORMATION WILL BE OF SOME HELP. 

OUTSIDE OF MY BROKEN LEG - ALL GOES WELL - I HOPE THE SAME HOLDS GOOD FOR 
YOU AND YOURS. W,TH K~ND PERSONAL REGARDS AND BEST WISHES FOR THE COMING HOLLIDAY 
SEASON, I AM 

CORO '~OURS' 
Wagner Personalized Insurance Service has acquired a reputation thru - - - Promptitude and-Reliability 



l'-.:J.~. 
$§.:J.J\. 
QJ:.QJ:.;N.1\!. 

3Jurk 1£ . • nlr1ilUnrt~ 

~·fr . St8-11le;r 3 . JIshbrook 

PhilG1telic DeG1le1' G1nd B1'okel' 

102 ~e&coll J5ltreet 
lhloston 16. c:ma&55&cqmwtts 

December 17, 1955 

55 Fortn Ft. Thomas Avenue 
Fort Tnom~s , Kentucky 

DeL'.r stan, 

l1u:ny t.'lGnks for your efforts 011 the 2¢ 1869 IIs!11ittl cover . 
~~r . i.l',gner I D cO:r.J.::lcnts Lre aui te interesting 2..nd certainly s nro 
to tlll'OvT sEff'icient cus~.Jicion on the cover to make It extremely 
d.oubtful fJ S an i tor . J"..wt to scc ";~'la t hap' ens I Llil scndin:; it 
along to the ~ ... S. :::.;x:pert Co::rr"ittee ['.nd .ri.l...L let you know 'wJ.lat 
they COllC1u ... e on it . :nclosea is a dol.Lar to cover your: ostage 
ex::>enscs on t::e i·~em . 

QJ:.~.l'-. 

J\.~.l'-. 

lIfl·~·J\·:J·$· 

I truct that you have received :my two cover sni .. nel1ts by nOH 
Uli.Q ,;ill look ionla.'Cl. to you!' comments concerning them. 

IIi th .:ind regard.s, 



.JAMES CLEMENTS WHEAT 

WNHOIST CORPORATION INDUSTRIAL eRO 

BAY CITY, MICHIGAN 

crw- 26~ li53 
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.!.iec. 7, 19.53. 

r. J. ·C • • heet, 
2222 Carroll Park. 

Bay City. ,1eh. 

Dear . r. heat: 

Here '1 th the t.wo 3<1 1861 covers 8S per 
yours of the 3rd. I legret to st8te thet neither stamp 
on the covers are the .f'ink. In all probability toth 
stamp. were used origins 11y on the covers. 

r em 101dine the other covel' as I wish to 
ake 8 careful examin'ti n of the grill because. in r:y 
nin° 0 _ , the tamp wac not used originally on the cover . 

I bell a tlat the original .=tamp was removed and this 
copy substituted, and t .is raises tl e Question - for 
what purpose? h3t is the point I wish to investig~te. 

" 
)incerely Y0111'8 11 



Fonn 8817 
Rev. 9-37 

~05t <lE)ffice mepartment 
RIeceived from: ... 



r. J. C. .hea:b, 
2222 Carroll Park , 

BayClty,\ ieb . 

€Jar r. hoat: 

Oee. 11, 19.53 . 

ere ith y~ r cover with the 3~ 1867 
grill. I benre l"\ao.e a very crreful exa'1tn ti on of 
Lis cover and it is my opinion thet the stamp is 
a genuine copy of t:he 186 rJ "grilled a lover,' 
t>oJ • .;;). '0 . 79, ut that it used origi 11y 
o t, S cover, a 1'01 d lettr.-

.y f e or t is opinion is 3.00. 

lllccrely yours, 

/1 



r. L. G. Brcokman, 
121 Loeb Arcade, 

MinneapOlis, Unn . 

Dear Leo: 

Dec . 7 , 19.53 . 

Hello strangt-)r - how are you? Are you ever cO!olinp, down and 
pay us a visit? 

l.es, h0ro is a cover ol.lbmitted to me for an 0 Jin:on And I am 
charging the owner three bucks. It is my opinion tb t this stamp was not 
used on this cover oriCinally - and this makes me "'louder if the starn" itself' 
is eenuine? I supnose it is, as I do not recall any rn~;:e :-rilled allover 
but tr.is :neans nothing e.: all I lmo) sbrut grills..::: uld bL told in darn few 
words. ~jhy would a~one ra'Tlove a eOrlIllon 3t/ lR611?} and substitute this copy? 
.ell , perhaps it haB a tear, cr'sase, thin spot or some defect and besides, 
it is said , that -ttli::; stWll.P is more rare on than off. 

I sent 1 enry some color slides whie h he wi 11 slow to you and also 
a pi oto of "too .Jr. in his graduat ion unifonn . 

I enelo'e star11pid envelope fCH' retllrn. 

qildl'ed JOEns me in b st wishes to all the family and to you . 

l~rnie and -ari e wi 11 spend a day with us in a couple of eeks. 

I egardso 

Yours as ever, 

• 



.JAM ES CL.,EMENTS WHEAT 

INDUSTRIAL 'BROWNHOIST CORPORATION 

BAY CITY. MICHIGAN 
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Dec. 20, 19.53. 

Mr. J . C. ,heat, 
Bay Ci ty. lUch. 

Dear Mr. Wheat; 

Replying to yours of the 16th, I doubt if I can add much to 
mine of the 7th re - the two 3¢ 1861 cover~. \.hile the real eink is very 
often hard for many collectors to distinguish from the Rose, it is really 
8 very distinctive color anu when a reul nink is laid side by side with a 
Rose or such i~ems as rosy pinks . near pinks. etc. - the difference is 
quite obvious. It i~ the tint that determines the stamp rather than paper 
or where copies .vere used or on what kind of enve lopes. 

You are perhaps aware I there is a color even more rare than 
the Pink . It is whet we call the PIGEON BLOOD PI1.TK. Such items bring from 
$lOOto~l.50, according to condition . 

People who tamper with cover~ might be called "fixers." I 
suopose it .~ould be in line for such a p rson to remOVe an ordinary 3rJ 1861 
from a cover and attach a 3rt 1867 'grilled allover." I suppose the object 
would be to enhance tM value, thou(!.h it could be to cover up some defect in 
the substituted stamp . 

May I thank you very kindly for your check . 

V.i th the Compliments of the Season 

Very t rely yours, 
\ 

(29 -12 ) 
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,ec. 12, 1953 . 

rs. • ,",ouren, 
40 est 75th St., 

Ne~ Yom 21, .Y. 

Dear ,rs. vouren: 

I have your:.; of the 7th enclosing e pmtostet copy of the 
Foundation certi ficste whi ch I am return ing herem th. 

I ppreciat e your kin ness in off rinr to' put the sta p in 
my hends for uole b.lt in case I VtOuld orfor it to any collector he ould 
have to be info r ed of the certificate issued by the Expert Co ~ittee. 
I seriously doll, t if an~T lD. _ would be willing to pay much of a prlc e un er 
such c.1rcumstances . 

It 1s my recollection that I never stated outrlr,ht by l.o:ritten 
word or mouth that the t;ltamp "as fraudulent or wes genuine. I may h ve 
81 ven the impressi on t t1m s that my opinion was tmt it me good, also th t 
it v.as cot , but ill oth cases it ss for th purpose at' further rosearoh 
"WOrk . 

r . napp, up to the time of h1s death, w s posl ti ve the tamp 
was genuine . Other stuaents of the 10rt 1847 pronounced it a fake, lnc1u ing 
the lAte Frank: Sweet t Elliott Perry . H. • Hanner and other . 

Your I:;te usbend is on record a8 of the 0 inion 1 t 1 genuine, 
end this was shared by several New York aealwrs at the time . 

So much controversy surrounds the stamp that I no onder if 
its real value i3 more in the fect that 1 t is the famo IS "Knapp .,hitt" 
roth r th811 the varLty claimed for it . 

incerely yours. 



4 
f 

r. Elliott Perry, 
P . O. Box 3,3, 

fest1'lelc.t , jl.J. 

Elliott : 

STANLEY B. ASHBROOK 
P. 0 Box 31 

FORT THOMAS, KY. 

Dec. S, 19.53. 

Thanks veri" much for the data on Harnden . I want to loan 
this to !> aurica Blake and as S'1on as he reLurns the sheets from Pats" 
r will return them to you. 

The (uestion ca'lle up becauDe of' a cover that belongs to 
Blake. nhoto, raph o· "hich .r: enclose herewith. 'fhe letter inside is deted 
ambridge, 'ass . lJec G ,0, 184/, and the blue postrn Ik on face is the same 

date. It shows "Way to BostonH and aLso II ey 6" - also a "Paid" of "11 v. Co" 
(Harnden Co.) 'rhe London p.m. is "Paiu. ,I .J. a saumed th. t this was sent 
unpaid II~ ay 6" ·to oston, and that 0 frice turned it over to &rnnen who paid 
the '~,ay 6" and then one of their messengers carried it to London and placed 
it in tho British mail, prepayin~' the postage. The ".ondon p .m. ifl-IIPaid." 

regret this photo print is so poor. 'l-hf..re ib 110 evidence that I can see 
to indicate how th \lri tel' paid iiarnden. .hat struck me as very Unusual was 
the fact lC) thl'lt the Boston P . O. turned thi. letter over to Harnden to 
convey to l.gndon and how did they [mow that the ~ rit er wanted it prepaid? 

Keep the photo for your 1'iles if ynu wish. 

Yours etc., 



fours of the 8th and also the registr&tion data Cc!.flle today . 

Une of tDe first f ets discovered in the 10c 1847 plating 
'ij as tnet extended frbllle lines v. ere practical y alv £ys constants 
if vertical a.nd \,ere not constant if horizontal . 2: do not} no 
the reasons for the horizontals other tnan that t ley 1 _re done in 
the printing . I never aSKed any of the Bank ::ote people auout 
thenl . 'e :lave vor.K.ed on many engraved plates of Cen'tral and 
oouth illlerican countries "Lich '\ ere llic..de in the 1800s ,.md 1870s 
and peLli::l.pS later and I do not recall naving se:;n such printing 
)eculiari ties on bny of them, and C.oubt if any '.ere found on (lny 
steunps II'om Grieg ' s C. D. Post plate , either the origLlal T~::R7-
C_.<l:TS plate or the later 'J.."O CD~:TS plo.te , or on the TT . S . C. ::; . 
?ost plate . Your iaea seems to be as good as any . 

t~ega.rcling the l.arnden cover , J ><hn and I ill he'll€; to 01.1e" on 
this . any 8o.rnelen covers 'I; ere eJ-..&.lI'ined for tne ~&rnd.en Chapter 
in tne InJ.ependent .ails booh and I do not recall that any of 
thelli '. ere 1 ;S covers , or vere from so nec.r to Boston . 

_.l.a.urice H.LaKe prooablj has the T{arnden data . :e is servine; 
on tn~ ~iitori~l Crnlli~ittee for the Carrier booK and has been a 
Dig nelp , especially by rev.riting the Boston C{'~apter End in many 
otn.er v,ays . 

!.Greenb&c.l:~:n covers, Bob Ch&bbers .. n&y have been the first to 
.0 much study of these . Years u.go he sent me considerable data , 

but if it 1, as printed I do not recall ... hen or ~here . I do recall 
hi~ tell~ng me that he could not reconcile the depreCiated cur
rency rates in the postmarKS \Jith the price of gold at the same 
dates . I wondered if 'tne p . n. Dept . set a r~te vhich Deld for per
ll.&,t)s a \ eeK. or longer instead of trying to iol101. the daily 
fluctuations of the gold market. Job ' , notes may be here. 

I t occurs to me that the fluctuatioEs from _2 •• / 1864 reflect 
the progress of the Vlb.r , in Virginia c;.nd in Georgia, to E.. co_ .... sid
erb.bl,::- extent . Jf cour se -chere ' ere ot".ler f&..c tars . 

~f the H&..rnden datb. fro111 the Pats is of any use to you , keep 
it . 
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E. G. GUY. PRESIDENT S: GENERAL M GR. 

J. G. FLECKENSTEIN. VICE PRES. IN CHARGE OF' SALES 

CRY)TA~ 
PHOnE: 125 

M. A, H AGER M AN. SECRETARy-TREA SURER 

M 8. CLARK. ASST. TR£AS. S: TRAFFIC MGR . 

~OF CARson CITY 
IrPCORP02;ATED 

CRYSTAL PETROLEUm PRODUCT S 

Yr. stanley B. Ashbrook, 
Ft Thomas, Ky. 

Dear Stan: 

CARson CIT Y, miCHIGAn 

Ionia, ~ichigan. 
December 12, 1953. 

Thanks for your registered which arrived this AM. Was glad to get the 
"pigeon Blood" pink on cover and appreciate your advice on same . You did 
not indicate what fee I owe you for signing this cover - drop me a line 
on this or will have to guess at it. 

Am enclosing two covers I got from Harold Stark just before he passed away, 
neither of which I was happy about. The cover with the 3¢ - 24¢ and 3~ 
which he had written UP as being all grilled were sent to Brookman who 
signed cover on reverse saying the 3¢ and 30¢ are grilled but the 24¢ 
is not grilled. I took this cover back to Harold who said he had examined 
it carefully under the binocular microscope and he was eoually positive 
all three stamps are grilled. Will you check it and if you are of the 
opinion the 2h¢ is also grilled, please sign it saying all three stamps 
are grilled and erase Brookman1s notation. 

The other cover I got from Harold is one he sold me as being the "red brown" 
Scotts new #28 - old number h6. Is this really a red brown or just t he 
ordinary brown Type I? If the real red brown, please sign it on back as 
l::eing a genuine #28 "red brown" - on other hand if you decide it is just 
the common brown, sign it as such, if genuine useage. Used to Spain. 

I am also enclosing one of my own covers I have had a long while - a 
5¢ Type II on cover used to Spain same as the one described in paragraph 
above, and I wonder WHY one cover has the Spanish marking "8Rs" while the 
other has the Spanish marking "4RslI? Also note both covers went from New 
York via British Packet. Was there a difference in weight that accounts 
for this? This cover with the 5~ Type II was used in March 1861 - is there 
any chance this could be the rare "orange brown" Scott1s #301 If so, it 
would be a rare cover indeed, and if so, would sure like to have you sign 
it as such. Frankly I can't tell a brown from an orange brown and perhaps 
1/arch 1861 would be too early for the orange brown anyway but thought it 
worth checking as the color sure looks different to me from some other 
Type II 5¢ browns I have. 

Regards, and let me know what I owe you for this service. 

JGF/ 
Enc-REG<.tl 



\ , 

De c • 1.5, 19.5 3 • 

r. J. \... Ii leckensteln, 

ear Jack: 

419 Union ~,t., 

Ionia, .deh. 

e _ L Y:1urs of the 12th. l1rst, the Cincinnati cover with 
the 74 ¢ - 3011 and 1 nave never claimed bny knowlectpe of grills, hence any 
opini ,n the t v.a Elxpre..,s on th:1t subject would not carry much wei"'ht. I 
have been Lore or less familia r ·'lith BrooYJ'lan' S l".lork on grills for many years 
b9Ck and I reg rd Jroolc"1an aL.> . Vl ry C 1I eful snr' 'een EtU lent. I finnly believe 
th t Le is bet er auelified to e prees an opinion than our ,alued friend, the 
l<lte harold, t rk. I xa:n.ned the '417' ..,ta~lp on tpit' cov"·r nd frankly I failed 
to see any real trace of a r'I'lll. 'l'herefore, J. be ieve thet rookman's "'pinion 
is undou bted ly COCCWB t. 

:t:e - the ove.r 1f'i th the ~!J .type I of' e York Jul;'T 4 - This is the 
Jpe I Olm anQ I have enuorsed same on the beck. } ~old I_S no t IJ)OQ on stemp 
alort.. and I often found him in erroreeApecially on i tOMS he has purchosed be

fore I LecaIne acqm"int ed ith him. Y'1Ur COV(~r of If ~r'" 5" to ,-,"l8 in has a copy of 
h Lype I Iro In PLte 2) and I have sndorsed S.1 8S uc;h on the back. 'lhe 

...,.U . ~. gives lilley 1861 BE the ~erliest ·l~. Orance Bra n ~' ich is from my records, 
samo beioe a icwbulj' cover . 

France anrl 20"- in rated by th e quarter ounce or rather by n gramlnes 
which \vac approximately 1/4 ounce as I ex lainod in my DeCeMber 1st Servic'e Issue . 
Cn a 1,tter not oVJr 7;; e;.l.tl.,mes, the sum of "4R" vms due io • pain. OVer 7' grarnmes 
Lut not OV6r 1.5 grrnl les, the t;um of l!~" was due. I believe the t r" was I RaaIes . " 

I am enclosing herewith some 511 1857 colors, viz: 

5¢ ,ro~'Jn Type 1- H. rHir 
5¢ ,t " I - Single 

(very white pa por) 

5¢ IndianaRed .h<tch the S.U .° 0 calls Henna - Lype I 
51 Oranp;e' Brown Type II 

.. 

I regret tbet i cannot lay ha'ld~. on e rj~ype I Red .l;irown at present. Howover, a Red 
Brown close to the Henna and you can see tmt tiE nrown stamp -'0 the ' "Jul 411 

nothing at ell like this Henna copy . Remember a :ed. drown must smw ~. 

How about a fee of $1.5.0' for the 1>ast two eendings - }¢ : ipeon and 
enclosed • 

.Tack, what you should have is a copy of the Rdldgway book. It is vory 
rare and hard to find, but I 8M on 1:i!o track of a copy that r llEY be able to obtai'l 
for you ~.50 . 00 " It is in "mint condl tion. Of 

.ith Christmas Groetin€,s - Cordially yours , 



f 

• 

~r. J . G. Fleckenstein , 
419 Union St ° , 

Ioni , .ac .. 

Dec. 1.5, 19.53 . 

e - my letter to Harold ritten back in 
ie, I re'fe red to thfl 5¢ pay ents 88 

;......:.:..:~....::.:..:.....;.;.;:.h:.;::i:-.:.'!') II btl he ve lon...~ 
U~d t. t nn Jhich is tech 1cBlly 

hen 5¢ was' "i , or collected, unU8r the 
r"'lS Of the :LS. - Brit is. _reaty, tlle correr!t t 1m 'HlS 

the tnt "l''1f1 1 i different rOfl a -!-o 

r t .. 
Y( ura te., • 
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Gun·~·ll· 

alack 1E •• nlrlimnft~ 
Phila*'el ic DealeT' and BT'okeT' 

102 ~1!arotl ~tred 

~o6ton 16. t#Ha66adtu6~tt6 

september 29,1953 

qr.~.J\

J\-~J\
~.~.~.JI.JJ. 

I presume that you have received the catalog for the Fox sale of the 
MacBride Conted.erate collection schedul.ed for october 20th, and believe you 
vill agree that it contains a wealth of scarce and interesting material, 
sacs of which I presume will be of interest to you. If you have not re
oeivQd , a ~talog, please advise and I shall have one a.irme.iled to you. 

As usual, I shall be attending the saJ.e in person and will be actiIC 
not o~ on rtJ;f own behalf' but also as the agent for a large number of 
Confederate specialists. I would be very pleased to execute ~ bids that 
you DJ:Y have 11' you do not expect to attend the sale in person and believe 
that I can probably save you more belw your top bjd than if they \lera sent 

l~ IIi bY DIflll _of e;~cuted on the floor by s.ome..P. 1:. Ment. This is due to 
the Th~"f, rsn:an be representing a. great llI8.IV g not the majority of 
the Confederate speci.al.ists in the country and that I follow' a policy of. 
offsetting bids such that I do not bid one client, whom I am representing, 
up rlth the bid of another. In other words, I execute o~ the top bid 
received on ~ one lot, eliminating the competition of any other bids on 
that same lot and often therefore buying that lot below the second high 
bid 'Which I may have from another client, or below wba. t I would g1adJ.y pay 
for it ~self for stock. You DDlst natura.lly trust to ~ integrity to exe
cute your bid rlth absolute fairness and honesty. 

If you would lik:e to have me act as your agent at the usual. 5% cam-
\ mission rate based on total purchases with no charge 11' nothing is purchased, 
t I urge you to send yovr bids aJ.ong as soon as possible. If your bids are 

received in time I shall be pleased to notify you if at the time of receipt 
I have a higher bid on 8.I\Y of your lots so that you IDBY have the opportunity 
of shifting the bid to some other lot if you so desire. I sball be pleased 
to accept wBuyft bids if received at least one week before the saJ.e. In the 
case of duplicate "Bu¥'11 bids on the same lot this wi.ll give me time to 
request a definite upper limit from both bidders. I believe it apropos to 
also mention that b,y bidding through me the competition of ~ own bids is 

f eliminated which is a hjghly significant factor as I am currently the largest 
professional buyer of Confederates at auction. 

Though I suggest that you write Mt". Fox aDd request on inBpection ~ 
lots which are of special interest, I shall be pleased to examine for accurate 
description any lots which you have not bad the opportunity of examining 
yourself'. ~E'a!Jn1Mt1oD will not be made unless specifi~ requested. If 

there ve a JDlJDber of lots which you vould like but are hesitant about 
bidd.1ni on due to the fear of speDding a larger total amount than desired, 
mere~ mention that you would l..1b to llmit your total purchases to a 
certain WDOunt and I shall. cease to execute bids after that sum has been 
purchased. I am enclosing a stamped reply envelope and hope to bave the 

.. pleasure of hearing frail ;you. 

With best vishes, 

:2~ 



Mr. V.' D. MacBride 
744 Broad st. 
Neyark 2, N.J .. 

De'r MacBriae: . 

JACK E. OLES·ORTH 
102 Beacon Street 
BOSTON (16) ass. 

Oct. 27, 19.53 

I appreciate very much your taking the trouble and having the consideration 
to write me direct concerning your understandable disapproval of my bidding policy when 
acting as agent for others at auction, as I know some would have mouthed their criticism 
behind my back without having the courage to confront me directly. Since this policy 
naturally reduced some of the realizations in the sale of your own aterial last 
Tuesday. I believe you are entitled to an explanation which I am happy to subm.it. 

:nrst let me emphasize that my policy of "offsetting bids" has been followed 
for some time, has been completely explained by every client whom I represent at auction 
without a single dissent to date, and was not conjured up especially for or was used solely 
at the sale of your collection The policy is public knowledge and I have freely expressed 
it and explained it to anyone indicating an interest or to anyone. w1x>se bids I have solicit
ed as was the case in the letters ritten with respect to your sale which you referred to. 
There is nothing illegal, immoral, or unethical about this policy and I do not believe your 
suggestion in' thi s regard has any basis in fact" 

As an agent I act for and bind the principal the same as if were there in 
person. Since, as in the case of your sale, I may at times be acting for as many as a 
dozen or more bidders in one sale, I feel an obligation to consolidate those bids as if 
they were 1I\V own and under such reasoning cannot condone bidding my'self up. Naturally thi s 
policy is not the one often followed by other agents who frequently buy a lot for one price 
and then ask the auctioneer to raise it to a higher figure so that the realizQtion will'~x
ceed a second high bid they may have on the same lot, and their method is obviously the 
easier one that increa es their own commissions to the detriment of the p·rincipal they are 
representing. Also just as obviously on occasion the reall 7ation is lowered and the o\'ner 
and auctioneer receive less, but likewise my commission is also cut accordinp).y. Howev r, 
I am not the agent of the owner or auctioneer, but rather the ag t of the buyer and am 
acting in his best interests. If they happen to conflict with that of the auction house or 
oyner of the material offered that is merely nne of the, many risks of the auction business 
for them. Naturally if you or any other prospective bidder does like or approve of this 

;. policy there is no necessity of their sendin€" me their bids. 

'I'hough there is no law which prevents or makes it extra legal for buyers at a 
public auction sale to cOllbine to their best advantage, I wou ld h ssten to agree that if , 
more than one apent were to combine with another or two, all representing several collectors, 
we might have a Case of collusion which \'IOuld seriously hurt the sele of the JIl9terial. 
Naturally such a policy carried to this unrealistiC extreme might be subject to justifiable 
critiCism on an ethical or moral ground, but not on a legal one. However, I would never 
myself enter into such a combine obviously desi?fted to injure the o~ner rather than to 
further the interests 01' the principals that I may be representing as agent. There is a 
definite line of distinction. RS a case in pOint, an effort was made to form such a bom
bine for the H. R.Harmer sale of the Finney collection with the sole purpose of in~uring 
the oll.ner, but too effort failed primarily becouse 1 vollI..i have nrlthing to do with it 
though I v.;as approached and u.rged to join the combine. Since I was infonned when approached 
that othe rs inc lud ing yourself had agreed to ent er this combine it \\iW d appear t hat you 
have a system of double standard, one when your collection i~ sold and another when someone 
elae's is offer·ed. However, this is your business and not mine and I menti n it only to 



2. 

emphasize the point that in at least this one past incident you yourself condoned an 
auction bu ing method which I consider far more reprehensible than any I have ever even 
considered. 

I hope that the above detailed explanation will suffice, I, of course i~tand 
to continue this policy of auction bidding as I have in the past until that time when those 
I represent may request other methods. I am their agent to command and within the 11 its 
of the law and ethics shall do as they suggest. Since it is probable tlBt you have men
tioned your personal feeling against my auction policy to some of your frienas, I would 
appreciate and believe I am anti tled to a list of their Dames so that I may send them a 
copy of this letter explaining my nolicy so that there may be no misunderstanding. 

Yours sin.: erely, 

(signed) Jack ~. Molesworth 

) 
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• 
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WARREN W SCHOLL LEE CHADWICK 
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MINT SHEET BROKERAGE 
ORIGINATORS of ~ The BID ond ASK 

STAMP MARKET ~ E,tabli.hed 1936 

8470 BLUE ASH ROAD ROSSMOYNE. OH 0 

PHONE -
CI"'CI~NATI EX .... HAPIlGE 

SYCAMORE 5763 

December 14, 1953 

Mr. Stanley Ashbrook 
33 N. Ft. Thomas Ave. 
Ft. Thomas, Kentucky 

Dear Stanley: 

Am enclosing a few more items I pulled out of one of 
the collections today. If you simply will write "yes ft 

or "non under each item it will suffice, although any 
side comments if uno" would be appreciated. 

I am doubtful re the /199 as sOID911ow it doesnft look goo] 
to m.3; the 3¢ pink looks close to being pink but I al
ways doubt my judgment on these and the #100 & #101 ap
pear to me to be genuine enough, even though not very 
desirable copies. 

At any rate, would apprectate your checking these for me 
and returning at your convenience. 

Kind regards from us both. 

SkY' 
Lee Chadwick 

LC:ta 

PUBLISHERS OF THE ORIGINAL QUOTATION BULLETIN • 



i'.:r. Lee Chadwiok, 
~ Mint Sh~et jrokerage Co., 

8470 Blue Ash Road, 
Rossmoyne, Ohio. 

Dea r Lee and ,arren: 

Deo. 17, 19.5 3 • 

First I want to thank: you both for sendinp me the nice 11 t·tle 
Christmas remembrance. I am sure that you reoall thl: t I like IIBourbon" and 
prefor it undiluted. It really is the satest \'Jay to get rid of it t pro-
vided one don't get right out in the center ot the ring and try to slug it all 
out. I assure you that I will make good use of thi s handy little gadget and 
if you will drop over someti e I will be glad to use it on a b()ttle ot old 
Grand Dad. 

Also may I thank you very kindly tor yours at the 12th with 
oheck fo r $10;00. I 

I wi 11 be pleased t a hear from I,r. Anderson rega IHng the SWart's 
Looal. I have an idea tha t I know who made t mt COVer but he has been dead 
about fifteen years, so I will let him rest in peace. It wmld have been <i'd~t 
down his alley. 

Herewith the four items as per yours of the 14th and here are sane 
_remarks -

i He - the 1'4£ marked ,IT99 - A genuine oopy ot the ?4¢ 1867 in mint 
oondition, (unused - o.g.) is quite e rare stamp. Probably more rare tnan the 
$100.00 quotation indicates. Your copy has fake gum and the chances are that 
the grill is a fake though I am no 8uthority on punches in Jl3per. It you be
lieve there 1s a chance that this copy may be rf99, then I suggest you send itt 0 

Lester Brookman at Minneapolis, whom I regard as our foremost authority on grills. 

He - the 30£ murlced ,tlOO? I suggest you send this to Brookman. 
I don't like it but my opin on is valueless. 

He - the ~Og marked, 101? Hame as above. 

If I boucht and sold V. S. sta.lps with "grills, II I wouldn't buy a 
single copy that bad value unless it had been okayed by a recognized authority 
and this also applies when selling such items. ufJunches in paper" are very easily 
counterfei ted and it takes a real s-tuC1ent who imows grills to distinguish the 
good from the bad. 

Reearding the 3¢ 1861 .. marked 64'? 'l'his is not the Pink but a 
common rose. 



r. Lee Chadwick - Jec. 17. 1953. 

The re is no fee on the above. 

A HAPPy CHRI' '1" .AS to you bo th. 

Cordially yours, 



QUEEN CITY STAMP CO~ 

MEMBER 

8470 Blue Ash Rd. 

Rossmoyne. Ohio SYcamore $763 

"A S()(u/ Nome Since 1890" 

1/23/54 

Dear Stanley: 

Just a note of than~s on the 
Sc#ll, which arrived tlback home" 
earlier this week. 

A.ls 0 thought you t d be in ter~-sted 
in knowing that Les Brookman okayed 
the three grilled items. -' 

These ran in the last issue of 
the Bullett n but failed to draw any 
interest. 

Best regards, 

ASDA A P S BIA N P 5 5 P A 



r. J. G. Fleckenstein, 
419 Ullion Street, 

Ionia, Mich. 

Dear Jack: 

Dec. 17, 19.5 3 • 

Yours of the l.5th came today. Very good time considering the 
way the mail is jammed with Xmas cards. 

Re - your Plat e One Early. I am a bi t dou btful if my fri end 
would be interested becaus..e there are so many missing positions. You must 
have a lot of covers with positi ons you lack on the plate. Why not include 
such, and I will remove them and put them on the plate? 

His real interest is in the lO¢ .5.5-.57. }<'or some reason he 
likes that stamp and has gone mvn into the plating than in that of the One 
Can t. I suegent you send your reconstruction to me with as many covers as 
ossible with "1issiI€ positions. I will send the lot on to him' and perhaps we 

can make a aeal. 

Why don't you go into the platOlDg of some other plete if you 
dispose of your Plate One }!;arly. For example, tb:! 12¢ 1851 plAte One or if 
you \'ant to make up a real job - why not the lOll' 18471 If you will fly Cbwn 
he re and spend alit tle time with me I will sm w you how you cou ld do e1 ther 
plate. 

He - 8 trip to Ionia. 'l'hanks a million but I wouldn't risk a 
trip in winter. We plan to drive down to Lexinr:ton to spend Xmas with Elliott's 
family - Stan Jr. will not be home - but he hores to get A five days loove for 
New Year's and if successful he will get home on Dec. 29th. His ship is stationed 
at Norfoltk and is getting prepared for a seven months world cruise starting early 
in April. ' 

Mildred 1s Hi ting Miss Rene today. 

Our best to you both and the p'1rls and may you all have a Vory 
Happy Chflstmas. 

As ever yours, 

,-
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E. G. GUY, PRESIDENT 6: GENERAL MGR M. A, HAGERMAN, SECRETARy_TREASURER 

J. G. FLECKENSTEIN, VICE PRES. IN CHARGE OF SALES M. B. CLARK. ASST. TREAS. a TRAFFIC MGR. 

PHonE 125 

CRYSTA~ ~OFCflRsonCITY 

Itr. Stanley B. Ashbrook, 
Ft Thomas, Ky. 

Dear Stan: 

1 nco R PO RAT E D 

II (j 

CRYSTAL PETROLEUm PRODUCTS 

CAR son CIT Y, iii I CHI G An 

Ionia, Michigan. 
December 15, 1953. 

Should. have written you before this re JIlf Plate One Early reconstruction 
but have been awfully busy of late. So on the reverse side of this sheet, 
I have made a chart showing exactly what the reconstruction consists of, 
omitting of course my covers which I would. not care to part with at this time. 
Stan - the condition of the Plate One Early is far superior to my Plate One 
Late which you sold. I started the "Late" of course long before I started the 
"Early" and when I started the "Early" I made up rllf mind I would take only 
very fine to superb items, and there are many such in this plate - not junk 
like the Newbury reconstruction - perhaps you have seen my "EarlYI" and if 
so you can appreciate the difference. Mort has seen it - had it about three 
weeks to check against his own reconstruction. Feel reasonably sure all 
positions are correct. Gbt a lot of the nicest items from the Emerson sale 
by Kelleher - in fact as you perhaps know, I bought about $2,000 out of this 
sale alone. Its hard to check it up carefully but as far as I can determine, 
I'Ve got between $3,500 and $4,000 in this reconstruction. Do you think your 
friend would want to spend this much for a Plate One Early reconstruction 
such as this? You will note too there are some missing positions I have never 
been able to acauire as being such that same could be correctly plated. 

When we suggested you and Mildred come up for a weekend, we did'nt mean to 
drive this time of the year. Come on the airline - you can fly direct from 
Cincinnati to Grand Rapids on Lake Central Airlines, and Rene could meet you 
in Gd Rapids - only 32 miles from Ionia. 

Yes - I had to shoot the deer, altho I really wanted Rene to get it - she 
takes deer hunting seriously while I think its about as sporty as shooting 
a car in a farmers back pasture. 

Saw Charlie Shierson last week. He is still as interested in covers as ever 
but says he has got to get someone to mount and write up his accumulation. 
Perhaps he has mentioned this to you. 

Hope the drawing on back of this sheet makes sense. Its about the only way 
I know to show the positions. Regards to all. 

JGF/ 

~:;"lY, 
J{ ~~leckenstein. 

ALL AGREEMENTS ARE CONTINGENT UPON STRIKES, ACCIDENTS, ABILITY TO OBTAIN CRUDE AT POSTED PRICE. OR OTHER CAUSES BEYOND OURCQNTROL. QUOTATIONS ARE FOR IMMEDIATE ACCEPT· 
ANCE AND SUBJECT TO PRIOR SALE OR CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE. THE PURCHASER AGREES TO PAY AMOUNT OF ANY FEDERAL. STATE OR LOCAL TAX. FEE OR CHARGE. ON THE PRICE OF OR ON 
THE MERCHANDISE COVERED HEREBY. TO BE ADDED TO THE INVOICE. PAICES QUOTED UPON PRESENT FREIGHT RATES. ANY INCREASE THEREIN IS TO BE BORNE BY PURCHASER. 



r. 1 enry 
1- The 

22 

Dear Honry: 

• Goodki 11, 
hilatciic ound t'on, 
est 55th t ., 

ew York 16, . Y. 

Dec . 20, 1953 . 

Here is . ~. certificate 3987. d~ted Dec. 8. 1952 . lao the 
stamp - a lO¢ 1855 . You \'Ji 11 note tl t tlE certificate certifies that this 
is not 13 'but I. fOb! inc c()ny or 15, etc . ill you please have the 
CocrlIDittce cancel this cortificate find i saue a new one? To make such a 
st te ent th t this ~tomp iu WIt 13 is pOSitively silly end to declare it 
to be 15 is equall~' 8S absurd. 

This is a 10¢"' 18.55 - Ty e I stamp , S . U. • 13 . It certai nly 
is not the Type III 1.5 . It the Cor;1llittee C8 'not t ell the 1f'ference be
teen theoe tro types of the 101,1 t>tamp, my God .ow ooulu they be expected to 
pass on any covers or at ps. I would im ine that Theodore wruld be ashamed 
to have is signoture attached to auch a certificate. 

Tl.id stamp and cart-irieate have b en exhibited at various 
stamp ecti S,80 I havc been Inforroed,tq d onstrate the total inefficiency 
ot phibtell0 experts. I persuaded the owns to l£t ~ h3ve both eo tb t 
this grave error could be erased. I au geat that the new certificate be 
rna de out to me. 

The certiticate states tmt the atemp hes an "ironeu out erc> 1 'e . " 
I ut this copy in tetrochlorlde and failed to tim eny ai n of a crease, hence 
it 1s my opin· on that th1s statunent is elso in error. 

lith ev ry good wi Bh -

Cordially yours , 



No ... ~~9.7 ...... . J? E?~~.:O.e. r. ... i? .. ... 19 .~~._ 

THE PHILATELIC FOUNDATION 
22 EAST 35!~ STREET 

NEW YORK 16. N. Y. 

EXPERT COMMITTEE 

We have examined the attached item ... ~ .. .un.1.j:;~.d .. §.j:;n.t.es 

.lS.~l.., .. J,.Qi .... .gr.~§D ....... C.M.C..~l.l.e.~ .•... Q.Li'lhi!.}h ... fA. .. 1>.hQ to-

submitted by ... ~:-: ... ~.· .... W.fA.H.~~ ... 9.~.nQtmK .. :::::,.:-:::,.:-:::.7.::::.,:,.::--

and are of the opinion that it is.J!.9.~ .. #.;1,.:? . .I?.1J~ ... ~ .. g~D.1J1-!.l.~ 

.~~.P.Y. ... ~t./f.~.!? ... '!~.~ ... ~.:r.S?~~~ ... :?~~ ... ~r..~.~.~.~ ... -:.:.:.::::-:.::.-:'.---

CHAIRM f ~ 
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MILLARD HENRY MACK 
3930 RED S'UD AVENUE 

CINCINNATI 29, OHIO 



!,-.:j1I.~. 

~.:j1L!,-. 

QJ:.QJ:.~.1II. 

3Jark 1£ • • nlr!1tnnrt~ 
Philatelic Deale1' and B1'oke1' 

102 ~eacoll ~treet 

lJiIostOlt 16, ~as5aclru5etts 

December 14, 1955 

~1r . stanley B. !,snbrook 
33 North Fo-rt ThoTnas Ave. 
Ft . Thomas, Kentucky 

Dear stan, 

QJ:.~.!,-. 

JI..~.!,-. 
~.~.!'-.1II.~. 

~fany thanks for yom' two letters of the loth . I was very 
hc):7 to see that you coni'J..rmec. my orinion on the "Pigeon Blood 
pinktr and from :iry experience with them '-TOulo. agree tnat SLme is 
a rare item. Though I knew that Jack Fleckenstein needed a. nice 
~!64 on cover I did not send this to him when first acquirec as I 
doubted tha.t he would care to go ~75 for it . However, as a result 
of ~TOur corr.unents he may keep it . 

• Ei.1closccl is aU . S • .i'2 that I bought at Hel'lllan ' s last sale 
E.S being unused . I arn alv[.,ys il1herentl:' suspicious of ti:lese but 
could see nothing under my le.mp indicating elean:'ng but still 
sent it 2.10ng for lTsticke ' s opinion as e. e.o.ble check . He rel~lied 
thet though he could see nO'Lning unde:-- the lamp , he felt sure it 
had been clec.nea. . 1 'dould , t:1erefore, al-<fTeciate ~70ur o:J::'..nion 
on the L.e!::: . 

If time ~Jerrnits toc1a~r I shc.ll send along a few interesting 
~overs that you mic:ht be able to sell . The:--e will !"rob<,_blY be 
sane included t1:cat you do not feel :-ou can sellar on "ihieh you 
mir:,ht not care to <...sk m:- price so := su["gest thBt you rJ.e2:'ely send 
these items right back •• nei concentra.te on those you feel there is 
a cha.'1ce you can move . 

JEH/mm 
: . [ . ~ilclou;;~ 1,s r.~'--"0 I believe i s an extremely nice st. Louis Bear 
cover ,.rith c. §f On Pel uro Pa'Der. I believe I hE.ve a client for it 
but would like for :y-ou to exami ne and sign the 1xwk before sene.ing to 
him. ThOllgh t:i1e ink showing through from the reverse IllEkes it look 
as if it wer~ l ightly tied, I don ' t bel ieve it h~s any of the cancel 
on the stamp extenc1ing to the cover . 



Mr. J"ack t:. ",olesY»orth, 
102 Beacon St., 

Dec. 18, 1 ~ 5, • 

Boston 16, !I.ass e 

Dear J"ack: 

• 

He - yours of the 4th ~i th the Ituncanc led" 
10¢ 1847 stamp. I v"uld be greatly surpribed if this is 
not a cleaned copy, however, to be sure, I will h8ve to 
make a photoEreph by ultra-violet. If it has been cleaned 
the ph to should show v'hat 1s not sible to the eye under 
the lamp. I will rot be able to retum the stamp to you 
unt 11 tomorrow. 

Herewith I am .,.. turning the cove:;:- 1 th th .S¢ 
St. l,on1s bear. In my onin!on, so .leone .bas done oornetll'I1f\ 
to tl 1s COVEr - roved the s'temp or added a ste:np to a pre
p id stampless cover. Under the circumstances I Vl)uld pre
fer not to exp ass any opin on nn the !ten. 

, ith reg rds -

Yours etc., 

/ 



• 

Dec. 19. 1953. 

Mr. Jack E. ~olesworth, 
102 Beacon Street. 

- Boston 16, ass. 

De r Jack: 
, 

Herewith the 10¢ 1847. ,y negative 
by ultra-vil)let fails t sho~ any ei 'n that I can 
detect of e oancel removed but the paper indioates. 
in my opinion. that it has been ohemioally treated. 
Perhaps when I make a pr1n~ from the negati va 
sOr'leth1no may show up. 

i th reg~Ids -

Yours etc., 

·-

/ 











JERE. HESS BARR 
11 HOWA RD STREET 

W E ST L AW N, P ENNS Y LVANI A, U. S . A . 

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook, 
33 N. Fort ~homas Avenue, 
Fort Thomas, Kentucky. 

Dear Stan : 

December 21, 1953. 

I have just received your letter of the 17th and I heartily agree with 
your comments. Rarely do the people who read stop and think how much work has been put 
on getting such an article together. 

Now maybe Shaner and I have erred in not writing you about your article on 
the 90¢ stamps but the fact is that the edition is almost entirely sold out; we have 
less of this book on hand than any other of our recent books. It has proved our "best 
seller" and Shaner and I have often remarked that your article is largely responsible 
for the demand. Maybe we should have told you this long ago but "better late than . 
never. " 

, I of course thought a lot of Eugene Klein and as I mentioned I often 
tried to get him to let me write about his experiences but we never got to it. He, of 
course, kept his hand on Congress matters until his death altho I often wanted him to 
incornorate; I was afraid that sometime we might be confronted with a lawsuit as 
individuals and after his death Judge Caldwell and Sol Glass and I took up the matter 
and got a federal charter and we enlarged the number of our Co~il from half a dozen to 
eighteen. Last November I asked to':'1;ake a lesser active part s.nd~ am now Treasurer. 
We closed the year with all bil+$ ~pa1d and a little balance and that's good as we were 
several hundred dollars in the hol~ at the beginning. But our b ~s. ,are selling well 
and we get many orders for the old,l'" bo k. We print copies of which helps 
t'e sale. 

" \J ' 
I have been working on the 24¢ Continental and have gotten together a lot 

of information; I now have five covers with 24¢ stamps used AFTER May 1 1875 and I hope 
to be able to prove that the Stamp Agent issued about 150,000 of these stamps to Post Offi 
ces, early in 1875. Scott lists the 24¢ stamp only known "grilled" but these grilled 
stamps were not prepared by Continental until after June 1876 and they printed 1,000 
of each value, both current and the 2, 7, 12 and 24¢ then NOT current. Then Continental 
printed 10,000 for the 1876 Centennial and 500 more on soft paper in 1880. Broomman in 
the new Minkus catallgue says the stamps should show "worn plate lt but my copy of the specll 
printing for 1876 shows every fine line and no signs of wear. Whether I can bridge 
the gap between my five 24¢ covers and the 365,000 printed in early 1875, remains to be se 
seen. I have some facts but also a lot of conclusions which seem logical but may not be 
conclusive evidence. I have been seeking collateral information; the N.Y.Public Library 
which feequently helps me in problems, failed in answering a question and I have written 
to Herbert Brownell to see if his Dept. can find the answer. I hope I can have something 
for the 1954 Book; maybe not that soon ! 

think your efforts and stUdies have all been ap eciated by collectors 
for yeats en though sometimes we overlook writing a note wpreciation. My article 
on the ~ooia:ri Islands in GOssip brought me a threat of a la .. It from a Paris man who 
think~ I '.luted him witho t permission; my son in law who is JIl attorney advises me to not 
replar t~ a nasty letter. So sometimes it's appreciation an~ sometimes you get a kick in 
the pan~s. But maybe it's better to be criticized than ~d. Take your choice ! 

~~~~-



I hope that you an yours will have a very Happy Christmas and that the 
New Year will be also a happy one. 

I have Just returned from a month's stay in the hospital. I had some 
L~fected teeth out and bledFonsiderably and after I got home had to go beck with 
nose bleeding. The doctors finally found my trouble and I am back home recuperating 
and getting back my strength. I had to have a blood transfusion and two nurses and 
plenty of injections and pills ••. and a month's stay in the hospital does not help your 
bank account either. 

y best regards. 

Hess Barr. 



P resident 
JOSEPH A. HERBERT, JR. 

515 E. Capitol Street 
Washington 3, D. C. 

American Philatelic Congress, Inc. Second Vice President 
lIms. CATHERINE L. lIlANNING 

1621 North Taylor Street 
Arlington, Va. 

COUNCIL 
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JOHN D. POPE, III 

4 St_ James Ct. 
Webster Groves 19, Mo. 

Congress Editor 
J,T. COL. JAlIIES T. DEVOSS 

Route"L Box 449-A 
Alexandria. Va. 

FRANKLIN R . BRUNS, JR . , WASHINGTON, D. C. 

DR. CARROLL CHASE, MILFORD, N. H. 
BERNARD DAVIS, PHILADELPHIA, PA. 

SOL GLASS, BALTIMORE, MD. 
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MRS. S. F. SHARPLESS, PHILADELPHIA, PA. 

JOHN W. STOWELL, FEDERALSBURG, MD. 
DR. II. K. THOMPSON, BOSTON, MAss. 
JULIUS WINDNER, PfIILADELPfIIA, PA. 

r. Stanley B. ~shbrook, 

33 Nor th Fort Thomas venue, 
Fort Thomas Kentucky. 

Dear Stan : 

JERE BESS BARR, W EST L AWN, PA. 

JAMES T. DEVOSS, ALEXANDRIA, VA. 

JOSEPH A. HERIlERT JR., WASHINGTON, D. C. 

VAN DVK MACBRIDE, NEWARA, N. J. 
CATHERINE L. MANNING, ARLINGTON, VA. 

J onN D. POPE, Ill, WEBSTER GROVES, 1.10. 
STEPHEN G. RICH, VERONA, N. J. 

JAMES B. SHANER, SR., KUTZTOWN, PA. 
GEORGE T. TURNER, JACKSON HEIGHTS, N. Y. 

January 20, 1954. 

Secrctary·Asst . Treasurer 
JAMES B. SIJANER, SR. 

426 W. Main Street 
KutztowD, Pa. 

Treasurer 
JERE. HESS BARR 

11 H o ward Street 
,"Vest Lawn, Pa. 

I have your letter of the 18th this morning. I also find ~aurice Blake 
well informed; his book on Boston marks is certainly a valuable reference work. I have 
been able to establish some dates y referring to his Boston Paid marks. 

I am st 11 working on the 2 r Continental. There are several qu(> .. ·.ons I 
am t r ying to anew r. Luff refers to a I tamp cleaning suit" in June P !7(, AFTER 
which Continental prepared 1,000 each of tIle small square grilled stamps, :~cluding 
the 24¢. I h ve been trying to get the actual date of th s suit without any success 
so far. The Archives Dept. at .ashington are looking it up for me. 

The Stamp gent ordered the flrst pr~nting of both t e 30¢ and 90¢ Continent
al in 1874 ; ard the 21+¢ stamps were d liv8nd in 1875. I wou d 11 e to find out if 
the Stamp AO'ent or der ed the three val ues AT ':'HE S . 'B' TDm, but t at the 30¢ an ~ot 
were delivered in 1874 and the 21t¢ n 1~75 . 

From Luff's figures as I "'lo.lyze them, the deliveries of all three values 
fell ~f fco~ the average in late 197 , but apparently rose in 1875 AFTER ontin ntal 
delive 9d the three values of stamps. I think the reason for tr t Stamp , nt ordering 
them vas that a shortage had developed. Of course, while thE" 2l.,.. was discontinue 
after July 1st 1875, the 30~ and 90¢ continue to be ssued to P.O.s and even in 
1890 there were still printing these t ItO values . 

11 of my 30¢ on Bissell covers and otherwise wh ch I have identified 
as Continent al ~:ere used in 1875; I hav no 90¢ Continental on cover, but as ou know have 
the later esues,' both rose carmine and purpl e on large piE ces of rapping !>aper. 

I also asked t e .rchives Bureau h~ther they could estab ish the act~l 
date when Cont.inentcl delivered the 24¢, 3 if, and 90¢ stemps; it might barely be 
poosible that all three valu L v.ere issued BEFORE .Tan 1 1875. as I have a very unusuall y 
brl ht shade of 24¢ used on Bissell D c 21 1374, but of course have so fer cl assed it 
as Jational . 

I have three of the New Yor C ~ t.J covers wIth hand-stamped l\TEW 1.10 YORK in 
red; have you ever seen 2.20 or 3.3u 
guess tbat t ley ay exist. Boster (/' 
covers from Boston with 110, 220 and 

r 1 • in a 1 andstamp from New York" I cul 
our~ marked theirs with crayon and I have 

33 . 

I have one cover from Boston ",hlch, hovever, went to New Bedford, 'lass. , 
was postmarked there one day later, an went to London, . here is has the LO DON PAID . 
'Ihis went to the Celebes Islands . I found out thru the Boston Library that the Berk 



"Avola ll Vias a small bark of New Bedford registry. New Bedford was a center of the 
whaling industry at this time. 

If I eM help you any time in your study of oostmarks let me know and I 
will take time to check my naterial for you. 

Did I tell you; I no\\ have exactly 25 Bissell covers; both the earliest and 
the latest I have been able; to find. I recently got one mailed Jan 4 1876, which is 
le-ter tLan I mentioned in my article. 

To-morrow I w·ll be 78 and have gotten back most of my strength; I am 
still with too Irany white corpuscles bond a new set of teeth which require considerable 

manipUlation. I got a letter from Joe Herbert at Washington; one paregraph about 
Congress, and the ba18~ce of a long letter instructions as to how to handle a lower 
plate. Joe has one and has had considerable difficulty adjusting himself; fortunately 
mine seems to fit perfectly for which I am very thankful. 

Hess Barr. 
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Jr. Stanley 3. hbrook, 
33 •. FOlt Tho s Ave. 
Fort Thomas, Kentucky. 

Dear Stan : 

JERE HESS BARR, WEST LAWN, PA. 
JAMES T. DEVOSS, ALEXANDRIA, VA. 

JOSEPH A. HERBERT JR., WASIIINGTON, D. C. 
VAN DYK MAcBRIDE, NEWAR K, N. J. 

CATHERINE L. MANNING, ARLIN GTON, VA. 
JOHN D. POPE, III. WEBSTER GROVES, Mo. 
STEI'HEN G. RIca, VERONA, N. J. 
JAMES B . SHANER, SR., KUTZTOWN, PA. 
GEORGE T . TURNER, JACKSON HEIGHTS, N. Y. 

J uary 25, 1954. 

Second Vice President 
MRS. CATHERINE L. MANNING 

1621 North Taylor Street 
Arlington, Va. 

Secretary-Asst. Treasurer 
JAMES B. SHANER, SR. 

426 W. Main Street 
Kutztown, Pa. 

Treasurer 
JERE. HESS BARR 

11 Howard Street 
\Vest Lawn, Pa. 

I hav your. 0 tle 23rd tIls morning. I am av.are that Souren cl im d 
to ave solved t e probl m. how v r, since he listed a 24¢ Contin nta e.s ge uine 
on a cover in the Kna.pp sale dated Dec 1674 (prior to t 1e stamps being printed) he 
certainl y is not to be trusted as to his conclusions. I '!lyself think that i " e fin 
t c solution, t e stemps will NOT be ound w th silk or f re t reade. 

I have samples of the horizontal and vertically r bbed pap r and the dou le 
paper used by Continental . The ribbing is very difficult to se but can be d tected. 
It is quite d..ifferen·t from the ri bing on t18 Lomberdy-Venetien stamps whic 1 can be 
seer with the naked eye without a glass. But tlon tris ribbing was one by a hot 
roller to ry the stamps. 

I am glad to know that you have a N. Y. cover with red pencil 220 over 2 ; 
this disroses of the likelihood of a hand-sta~p 2.20. New ork us d the mark 1.10 ~ 

in d ' ferent or s at least until 1880 as I have two cO'ers of lSgO with dou le-circles 
~ith 10 ~ the right hand circle. These are bo~h from Ne~ Bedford, ass. to St. 
H 1 na . 

I have been in touch with Don Heath; we have had some correspondence a out 
t1e Bi ssell covers and my articl e. He is a Congress ~ember and got our 19th Book. 

I have seen only on Bissell ~hich is not good; it ha t 0 .1.USV and a l¢, 
marked wit h a double rate ; evid ntly the 24¢ stamp was missing end som on put a l ¢ 
:Jta~p on the l ftter to fill in the empty space. It was offered to me for $10.00 but 
I retur ned it. Perry I th ' nk claims to have seen a 90~ u;:"ld inst t-d of a 6 but I 
have not seen this cover. Bartels ads mentioned only on JO." stc.mp¢ ; I have this 
rover and you have photographed it. 

I a':l trying to fi nd the exact date when €ptbwriJd th Stamp Agent ortlere 
the 24¢, 30¢ end 90¢ from Contlner 0.. ; seconc.L.y, when the stamps were delivered to 
h i m¢; and third , the exact date of the Stamp C eaning Suit referred to by Luff, after 
~hich the small Continen a1 gr l l s were pr pared ••. presuma ly after .Tune 1 1876. 

I 1 ave been referred to a ~a.sl.inetoll la y whom I am tol_ is familia.r with th archives 
at Washington and has one some research along stamp lines for Essay-Proof. I ha"e 
wri tten to her to find out a out the cost; I don ' t went to stick my neck out for 
big bill without knowing it beforehand.,.l not yet heard from her giving me an 
esti~at€ of the cost. 



SCOTT PUBLICATIONS, Inc. 

POSTAGE STAMP CATALOGUES 

ALBUMS AND BOOKS 

580 Fifth Avenue 
New York 36, N. Y. 

PLAZA 7 - 4 B B 3 - 4 • 5 

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook 
P.O. Box 31 
Fort Thomas,Ky. 

Dear Stanley: 

Decerr~er 21, 1953 

Thank you very much for your 
letter of December 17 and r am only too de
lighted to send you the Specialized Catalogue 
with our best compliments and thanks for your 
kind assistance. 

I will certainly take up the 
matter of the #60a and will let you know what 
I find out about it. 

GORDON R. HARMER, Pwident & Treaourer 

With best wishes for the Holiday 
Season, I am 

Yours since~1ly, 

SCOTT PUBufLr-rONS, INC • 
. / 

GUH:JK 

l~vilJ} 
~imON R. I~RM~R 

i 
l/ 

PUBLISHERS OF SCOTT'S MONTHLY JOURNAL 
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Dear Stan: 

~.----- •• u<c!) •• @-u .. -----.~ 

rJienry fA. 'JIncycr 
MATHEMATICS DEPARTMENT. CENTRAL HIGH SCHOOL 

RESIDENCE 516 READ STREET 

TELEPBONE 5-6380 

EVANSVILLE ·II.INDIANA 

~.----- •• <n-@ •• @>-n .. -----.~ 
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PHILATELIC 
LINES 

SOUTHWESTERN lNDlANA 
POSTAL HISTORY 

GERMAN POSTAL IDSTORY 

FRENCH REVOLUTIONARY 
& NAPOLEONIC COVERS 

STEAMBOHT COVERS 

CAPE TRIANGLES 

BRAZIl. • BA WAn 

~- .• ~ •• (9ND .. -.~ 

Sept. 6, 1953 

There hasn't been ~hing latelY with which I needed to pester you, 
bu.t now something has again come up. Walter G. Moore, a. professor of 
biology at Ioyola University in New Orleans, has sent me serne supposed 
Great Lakes steamboat mail covers which I am positive are fakas. I am 
SIJ reporting them to him. I enclose a copy of my letter to him, and a 
print of each cover. Keep them for your files. If he then writes to 
you, you have the background so that you will know better whether you 
care to see them. I have been very busy all summer on resp.~ch, bu.t not 
along philatelic lines. Our school is getting ready to celebrate its 
centennial this year, ~d I have been getting all references to its found
ing and its early years from the newspaper files of those years, and from 
the ancient minutes of the :Board of Education. The old Evansville Direc
tories (published by H. Thornton :Bennett, who publiShed the old Covington
Newport Directory which you once loaned me) helped a lot, too" 

Yours Sincerely, 1')/ 
~t,-v;-
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rJienry fA. ?ncgcr 
MATHEMATICS DEPARTMENT. CENTRAL HIGH SCHOOL 

RESIDENCE 516 READ STREET 

TELEPHONE 6880 

EVANSVILLE· INDIANA 

~.----- .. o.@ •• ~ .. -----.~ 
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~ar Pro'!. UOO2!'e: 
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t. 6. 1 53 

'1'ba.nk 11 .... or 1 tti me D~ the t inca IllY 
hool ~in· agrdt'l e~. I :t to tart S 0 you, toget r 

with 1!!3' ort on them. durl_ t sbo free t1ma at 11 a~ i1o.bl • 

I di U V&l7I' ntIlCh to SO!l'l.O peop 
that distinction; but I a.l "'Gp~t the n c· ssity 1 oIling corTe n-
d nt somat ng u.'1.favo bl about hi - cover. Ho v r. it i be t that you 
kIlo tllS t1'llth. I "no bef.1i tat ion in declaring th b:m1e-,ht-l1M mar. 
on therze eo rs 'bogt1C. !J.1hey P'Ul'port 0 be mn'ka which in. reality never ex-
~stea.. en I m!lke !SUCh a. ... tatCf'.:leut. I mil gtv:. you rrq.ren. ns: 

(1) r uero no official U.S. mail ship ( rntine und r P.O.D. con ... 
ra.ct) on the Great Ielres, esp.eci 11y to Gr n:Bq. in 1832 and 1S34. :m,ere 

,.,ere contract routes on La.l:a J'l'rie. ani 190 from Chic go to iehlgan., in 
1845; bu..t ! find none a.s asrly as 1932 .and 1834• Lettars ere e tied t 
oarly on th lake, bu.t they are c.~ ied 'out -of th maila i charge of be 

in, and are marl HIP t or S mo~ r uS:&: A tI ll' a Schmalzri dt 
of Detroit he. orn.3 cover .ng such usage; 0 do s ~Oia Bli n of Detroit. 

(2) ':tho ink _th hich tbes marks ware truck i modern l"UO r ....... tamp 
i "' wll1eh did not c into u. until in the late 70 t or SO I • 

0) _.9 type with 'hic,'l t By 4l"e printed i rubb r type. at in a wood n 
groove hOIdol':t such " WQl"e sold at the dime store around Ch:t1 stmas t· 40 
Y H ago. The,- ctm till be had. (at a higher proie ) froln. rubber t np -tores. 

~ i ,. te an arY'8l! of the ... e boga,s , 'ks in cireul :hon. Those I can 
r call t thit'! titDe the £0110 1llgf 

lmt in ame 
st ght line 

(2) large Circle containing the wortl.~ ,ORt 'JJ1S/C 1tO" around t eir-
clef in. the nlddla. u~'1EAJJIBOA'2 and <l.1.te. !rb1G t!Un"'k has conw to me from two 
different "'ourc&s-. one in Cleveland, tmd one in Tex:as. 9\e letter 113 gol~ the 
o ito di ction to that 1 cn. 1 t :would take 'b7 thi route; it going from 
IatJ.1 ville to nnsylv !1li 

·(3) A traigbt-lino it. rIa" ( h1ch i' impo ibl) in black. a dull 
gray-black from a dry pad. Cll 3c 1957 eo r. lhet!e have come to me from three 
di f rent oa.reea. :J,: to\1!l mark is C rollton. 1 ..,. 
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k indic ting or ting 
• I miftlt have 'batter news or 

tours 1 nee ly. 

aMI-. d./))(c «th-
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Mr. Henry A. Meyer. 
516 Read vt., 

Evansville 11, Ind. 

De"'r Henry: 

Sept. 20, 1953. 

I have en down East on a little vacation 
and on my r'eturn ye terday I found yours of the 6th 
to which I will reply later. I no-te the photogr phs 
which you c;ent and can assure you th8 t the uetro1 t mark
ings are a fake. I have a record of other examnle~. 

I trust thE; t you have been well end hAve had 
a nice "'urrtmer. 

lnc f.. rely yours. 





I'..:J. r;Ja ./ , 

elL l!. 11 /" ~'N~ 

, 
~iJ-'L ," ~r. ,--d.t:~ '"<. 







E G. GUY, PRESIDENT BE GENERAL MGR. M. A. HAGERMAN. SECR£TARY-TREASURER 

J, G. FLECKENSTEIN, VICE PRES. IN CHARGE OF SALES M B. CLAR K. ASST TREAS. a TRAFFIC MGR 

PHonE 125 

CRY)TA~ ~OF CARSOn CITY 
InCORPORATED 
Ij {I 

CRYSTAL PETROLEUm PRODUCTS 

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook, 
Ft Thomas, Ky. 

Dear Stan: 

CAR son CIT Y, fTll CHI G A n 
Ionia, Michigan. 
December 26, 1953. 

Got your nice letter this AM and glad you liked the apples. Hope they 
arrived in good condition - some did'nt. 

Again I need your heln and advice. Am enclosing two covers - both l5t 
1869 Type I - sent me on approval. The one not tied is priced @ $65.00 
and marked insufficiently paid - black "16" decimes due, and French 
Packet Boat #2 marking in red - evidently double weight (more than i oz) 
hence the blue "2" in crayon altho the black New York "6" indicates New 
York passed it as being within the i oz. Since not tied, is it worth 
the $65.00 price - it would always be questioned by any potential buyer. 

The other 15¢ 1869 Type I cover is tied to folded letter and dealer wants 
$85.00 for it. 

I need this stamp on cover but the question is - are either worth the price 
asked? Give me your opinion Stan, and if you think Is hould buy either, 
please endorse the one you think I should purchase on the back with your 
opinion and signature. If you think I better wait for a better cover, just 
tell me so. 

Am also enclosing a 90¢ single 1860 without gum which I got in a recent auction. 
Is it good or is it a backed up proof or perhaps a thinned down cardboard? 
It looks sort of screwy to me - not like some other known genuine copies I 
have of the same stamp but got it cheap enough at $29.75 which makes me 
wonder. The paper looks peculiar and fuzzy. Is it OK? 

Regards. 

JGF/ 
Enc:REG: 

Si~ 
J. G. ~eCkenstein. 
V 

ALL AGREEMENTS ARE CONTINGENT UPON STRIKES. ACCIDENTS. ABILITY TO OBTAIN CRUDE AT POSTEO PRICE. OR OTHER CAUSES BEYOND OUR CONTROL. QUOTATIONS ARE FOR IMMEDIATE ACCEPT
ANCE AND SUBJECT TO PRIOR SALE OR CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE. THE PURCHASER AGREES TO PAY AMOUNT OF ANY FEDERAL. STATE OR LOCAL TAX. FEE OR CHARGE. ON THE PRICE OF OR ON 
THE MERCHANDISE COVERED HEREBY. TO BE ADDED TO THE INVOICE. PRICES QUOTED UPON PRESENT FREIGHT RATES. ANY INCREASE THEREIN IS TO BE BOANE BY PURCHASER. 



\ 
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!VIr. J. G. Fleckenstein, 
419 Union Street, 

Ionia, 'ich. 

Dear Jack: 

Herewith the 90¢ 1860 and the two covers. 

Dec. 30, 1953. 

Re - the former, the Rtamp is okay - an unused copy without 
gum, but the reason you obtained it so cheap v~as hec~use of the rageed perfs 
~t top. The stamp wes illustrated and descrihed 8S 'F" or!1.!l!!. I believe 
such would not be an exaegeratirm. I feel sure th<t yon did not pay too 
much thouvh I would rather pay full cat. for a V.F. o.g. copy. The invest
ment value mip'ht be hip)ler. 

, Re - the two covers. The one with "InsuffiCiently Prepaid" was 
pre aid at l.5ct, but it required ?lJrt, hence was r~ited a8 entiI'ely unpaid with 
30¢ due or "16" decimes in Fran e. ho CAn 88y ",hether this p:!rticulAr stamp 
was used on the cover? There is no proof one way or the other, hence the 
value of the Cover is in the , tamp itself J that is J the seme as if it was off 
the cover. The stamn is a 'lYDe I but close at rieht sol <bubt if it i8 worth 
full cat. proV'iding it is sound, that is, no thin spot, etc., etc. This cover 
could have had a 15ct Lincoln. Such a cover cats. ~1.5.00J so you can see why 
the ~reski's do such t rinFs. Naturally I could hardly sipn t~is as genuine. 
hoaver offered t his to you should hava stated; "JlO . t i onchle - offerred only 

as is." Inasmuch 8 ", the letter l'I;ent by , ranch lacket our only share of the rate 
was our internal or 2 x 3ct - thus the bleck debit to ]o rance of,fuf. The dates 
".§.iIi appear to be okay so apparently this actually was a use from New York on 
June 26, 1862. 

Later 
The above date is okay as I hElve a record and photo of a genuine 

cover by b' rench Pack,;t on June 26, 1869. It was from New Orleans and had a 
Type I - addressed to Paris and it was fi 180 srort paid. ha t a coincidence? 
Regarding the cover to Bordeaux. This v,ant to Imr land from New Yortc by J\merican 
Packet, hence the rate was 1.5¢ per 1/4 oz., and au r credit on such to France 
would be iI£ - in rad. 

Later 
My records show _there was a sailing via RJ!leri can Backet on 3e ')t. 

2. 1869 from New York, a shi p via the Bremen Line, hpJlce I assume the l8( 9 date 
is correct. This narrows the authenticity of the cover down to "Did this stamp 
originate" on thi s cover? Who can SAy positively? Covers from the "c;r;1erre" 
correspondeooe have been faked but of course a lot are genuine. Thi~ cover 
could be good but I oouldn't state th't it ib and I doubt if anyonA else could 
wi th any degree of certainty. Under such circumstances, I don'1; he11eve you 
would ca r'S to buy the cover. 



.. 

lf2 - Mr. J. G. Fleckenstein - Dec. 30, 1953. 

How abrut a fee of 5.00 for tb3 above. 

vdth all good Vlishes -

Cordi ally yours, 



1 

, 

Ir. ElTU!1er son C. . l"ll f! , 
31')08 - 13th Ave., uouth, 

Birmingham , AlA. 

Dear :::.n: 

Jan. 6, 1954 

- erewith the four covers as pP.l' yours (If the 29th . Some comments 
follow: 

The J"8te in 1864 was ?2¢ per 1 / '2 0 nee. It 
07. and that ,"0 he d to pay tt e ~rt t ish 24¢ 
Li' • Th s the blue "2" (double rate) and 

the crossed out 12 c edit and ona in red of ?4 . i a collected only ,?2¢ and paid 
G.B. '24<1. It v' s either thj'" or nend the 1e. tter t.:) too D. L.O. (Dead Lotter 
Office) in ~.QGhin["ton. No evidence 8 fl to \'l1O maned the lettor. The "12" VJas 
an, lied at Nev~ York: but I have an idea the 'correctjon was made at Panama City . 
This is too eer1y to help on my cover of 1870 . 

100 1869 Trite tf) ~1."mce - Novembor 1R,0. This is the 10¢ rate to 
I:rence Via rroat Britain - with a c~edit to & • .b. of 6¢o 'l'his is the most common 
rate of-th(1t reriod (to l'r1'lD.ce). Everythinr is okay. London and French post -
m rks are ~egular. The J1ranco Prossian \ar\Jas being i'ou'ht at that tirre . I am 
sure you have ~oen similar covr:rs v:1 th the 10c' bank note - .. ee Knapp second sa Ie. 

Dair 5<1 ed Brl')wn - ,hat a postmark? I am wondering if it is 
"PESCADERO CAL?" 

111869 - r Sl101')()setht-lt this was an unsealed circular - If it h9d 
been a 1f.QrQ..r.' it could hav,e been sent sealed. 

Agai n re - the cover to Barcelona as pictured in GO~SIP. Onder 
separate cover, I am send ing you nine (9) photo nrints of covers from the same 
correspondence whi ch please return e t your convenicnce. I don't seem to hava any 
memos on the Drin ts as to who loaned these to me btl t as I wrote you yesterday , I 
believe it was Win Boegs. (Not recently but several years ago) . I hove been 
studying some of these covers And r doubt if I '<;(luld have any trouble doping out 
the rate. However, they are all very ool!l.plicated "8 our share VJas figu~d in 
ounces whereas Spain rated in gr.ammes. I nut one print in an envelope - It slows 
.55¢ or an overpay of let as the rate was 20¢ U. • fron habaIlEl plus 34¢ to Srain 
Via England (OctobfJr 1874) . 'rhess covers weJ'e a very valuable find, as the com
bination of Cuban and U. S. if' mo at uncommon. 

I 

Regards -
'Tours et c. , 



(Dln(fJfJJJJllJflJE![})JlJl jJlJ([JfJlJlil§ [ wJ 
M(JJJ[J[J[Jj]j{m([;{f TlJIJ10nImcqJ if) ®09 J/llll ([; 0 

SAL ES OFFICES IN PRINCI PAL CITI ES 

FORTY-NINE WEST TWENTY-THIRD STREET • NEW YORK 10, N_ Y. 

D ecember 29. 1953 CA BLE ADDR ESS, C HA PANTS, N. Y. 

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook 
33 North F ort Thomas Avenue 
F ort Thomas , K entucky 

D ear Stan: 

In going through my collection, I found this cover, which 
I have had some time. 

I plated the stamp, and it is 3 - R -1 O. P lease note the date 
on the cover. The only way I can dope it out is that there 
was a circular enclosed in the envelope . and it was sent 
,unpaid, and that the envelope lay around the post office in 
Candia~ New Hampshire for months before somebody picked 
it up and paid the one cent which was due. Would you have 
any information as to whether or not C andia, New Hampshire 
used the blue grid cancel at that time? 

A ny comments which you make on this cover would certainly 
be of intere st. 

With kindest regards. 

S incerely, 

~ 

M ORTIMER L . NE INKE N 

~I 

- N·/i . l-



., 
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.r. ortDner L. Neinken, 
49 test 23rd St., 

New York 10, N.Y. 

Deer ort: 

jan. 8, 19.54 

ere itl1 the l¢ lA.5? cover as per yours of the ?9th. I have examined 
this vc:ry cnrefully and am of the opinion th~ t the item is fenuin e in every re
spect. I beliove th t this stamp 'i18S actually used on this cover as e see it 
with an unusu 1 typ of grid in blue. I alfh confirmed the plating of the 
st8l'lP and it is unquesU 0 bly from the top r:1W of } lAte 10, and is surely 21nO. 
I note th use is lridge t r, ass. - .TaL ~5 IJ60, and this is really ~ensational, 
because y previous record of a Plate 10 sap s ·OV. 30, 18 , a cover that be-
longs to you. _ rC\Tioosly, my earliest ha d be Dec. 21, 1860, the d!:3te listed in 
my One Cent book.. To a: t an early date of use back from November to July is sure
ly something that seems impossible, but., of course, canceled co ies from Plate 10 
may be much sc rcpr than "19 think:.. This early use made me very suspicious of the 
cover rut 8 !ter a very careful examin tiOD I am convinced it is gElluine in every 
way. I regret that I have no record of the grids that vere used at Bridge ater, 
Msss . in the summer of \860. but I feel s t isfied that the stamp was applied before 
f.18iling and wss canceled at the Bridge atAr office. I admit that a red o5tmrk 
and s blue grid as lote as the year 1860 is most unusual and especially so on a 
piece of n1lil such as this. 

ITm for the exnianation of the rate ond the' Due 1 .. " Your theory 1e 
not according to any custom that prevailed years ago or since ttl my knowledge. I 
refer to any postagc_ due iece of mail. You sugge~ted th8t "'J::is letter(?) night 
have b8en sent ent irely unpaid end that eventually 6OlJ.eon in the Candia. N.H. 
post office applied a l¢ stamp and it tIS canceled there. No such a practice pre
vails today end I {\)ubt if it ever did. That is, the practice of putting a rtatlp 
or stamps on a posta e due letter to pay the deficient posta e. I especially lilBD

tion this because n several OCCASions in the p:lst such pro edure s mentioned to 
me as the solution for postage due mail . 

I note that your envelope waa sent unseale , hence .. ust have been a 
piece of circulnr meil from Bridgewater, ass. a C81dia, .H. d for a 3iW1t3 
~ would have requir d only one cent postage. • ote: - the 51 Pile rate because 
evidently this was a double rate, hence required 2¢. Now in the oase of unseals-d 
circular mail a double rate referred to en .losures rcth than ~'3iEht. For example, 
one Circular was a s1%16 rate, but if you enclosed tiTO cll'~ul')rs it wos a double 
rate , etc., etc. Regard ing v.e ight. 3 ounces w re perrnltted, but it lEd to be a 
sin,llle Circular, newspaper,. or Uother article of tr .,ient mt t; r." 

I think the above is the explanation of Y UT COY r J as I have several or 
more exa'llples of 2¢ circulEJr rates ~ith p irs of t.e l¢ 18.5? in y reference 
collection . On several occasions in the p3st sucb items have been submitted to me 
v,i th the query - why tm 2¢ rate? 'rhe sender of your covel' enclosed tva circulars 
and put on the envelope a 1st stemp. The no .. tal Clerk at either :Urldge"ater noted 
the two enclosures and thus rated the item as "Due L," Thie i s ~t ar interesting 



.. _ ' I 

2. r. iortimer L. Neinken - Jan. 8, 1954. 

but the real feature of thi s cover is the extremely early de teo Little did 
I ever suppose that stanps from Plate 10 ,,·ere isaued so early. 

'rhe Regulation pertaining to such circular mail is in the 1 57 P.L • .t: R. -
under "Re@llaticns~ page 54, i.::.ec. 119." quote: 

wJnscaled circulars, advertis .ents, business oards, transient newspapers, 
and every other article or transient printed matter, (except books and packages of 
S 1811 public8tions, as abov ,) not weighing over three ounces, sent in the mail to any 
part of the United StatosJ are chargeable with one cent postage each, to be prepaid 
by postage S-"8f.lps.. vlhare moro thM one circul3r is printed on a sheet, or a circular 
and lett~r, each must be charged with a single rate.. This applies to lottery and otmr 
kindred sheets assuming the form and wne of newspapers; and the Miscellaneolls matter 
in such shoets must also be charged with onH rate. A business card on an unsealed 
envelope of a ciil"CUlsr 3ubjects the entj ro pac!{et to letter postag 0 Any trAnsient 
matter, like a circular or hflIldbill, inola'> d in 01' with a pAriodical or newspaper sent 
to a subocrlber, or to 001 other person, subjects the \ hole package to letter postage; 
and whenever au ject to letter pOotage from being sealed or from any cause whatever, 
all printed matter, without exceotion . must be preoaid or excluded from the mail . It 
is the duty of th<:l po stlllE st ~r at tl.emaili·ornce.a S ·wo 11 a s at th a office of de
lioery , o:lrefully to oxa,rrine all printed matter. in order to s{,e the t it is charged 
wi th the proper. rote of postae;e -and to detect f:rand. At offic as whare Dostspe stamps 
cannot be procured, postmasters a re author! zed to reoei ve money in prerayment of 
OOStSC6 on transient matter ; but they shonld be careful to keep a supply of stamps 
on hand. " 

l,i th regards -

Cordi ally yours. 



114 Ess t 84th St" 
New York 28, N. Y. 
December 27, 1953. 

Deer Stanley: 

I wes never more pleased than I WfS todp.y when I received 
your Plate 6 photos. I anticipate quite 8 bit of plecsure from 
these historical prin ts end they heve alr'eady produced some resul ts. 

I em enclosin~ herewith eight l¢ type V stamps, three singles, 
~ verticf.l s trip of three end €! vert icel pc i r, end I have numbered 
these from one to five. I found these stamps among a lot of 
twenty Type vs which I obtained et the recent Sie~el sele. It is 
obvious, of course, th~t all these copies ceme from the spme sheet 
of stamps. 

1. This copy pletes with S.C.L. 1 end is 9lL6. 

2. This copy pI tes with F.A.H. 4 end is 84L6. 

3. This copy is a "D" reI ief, which I have been unable to 
pIe e. 

4. The "F" relief plates with the Richey 5lL6 imprint copy 
end so this strip plates 3lL6 - 41L6 5lL6. This gives us two new 
positions on this pane. 4lL6 shows nice plating merks. 

~. I h ve been unable to plate this peir, Reliefs "~", "E". 
(Note the II .... ' curl in "DII relief, directly under the "E" of the 
Plflinfjeld pos m rk.) It plates either '3'2L6 - 42L6, or 33L6 -4~L6, 
34L6- 44L6 or 76L6 - g6L6, end I suspect the letter is correct (?) 
fnd herets hy~ 

PIe se note the large mergins at top and bottom of 9lL6. It 
may be thc:t the perforeting me-chine wes reset (1) for this row. At 
~ny rfte, we see part of the edjoining stemp, Relief "E" f.'t top. A 
similar pert seems to be missing in the "E" relief in the vertical 
pair. However, all this, of course, is mere conjecture. 

Re-- Eye curl "A" stamps. 
come from plate 7 (1). 

I suspect thp,t these surely (1) 

6. Here is a perforated copy from the right center line 
and this could be lR7. Note how close to the center line is the 
~uide dot of 10L. 

7. Here is e copy on cover of 10L7. Need we say more? 
Furthermore: ~R7 in the Ackerman Block shows the "'T" mark Fnd 
the" Eye Curl". 

g. The middle stemp in this very poor strip seems to plate 
with 3R7 in the Ackermen block flnd strip pletes 2R7 - 3R7 - 4R7. (?) 
It seems logicel to suppose, does it not, that the first three "A" 
positions in the rierht pane and probebly most if not all flAil positions 
in the left pane of Plate 7 show the "T" mark end "Eye curl". I hope 
to report more progress shortly. 



Dec.27,1953 
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9. Here is e print that you just s~nt me. This print 
hed been made many years ego, long before you suspected thst tr~nsfer 
roll No.4 Wf'S used to enter psrt of Plate 6. This nBIi relief plates 
with center stamp in our reconstruction of three pnd it's amazing 
that you should hElve suspected at that time thet this was e plate 6 
s temp. 

I am happy to report that beginning Jan.4 I shall have 
more time to devote to stemps. For the pest six years I heve been 
assisting Joe Franklin in writing- the scripts for his fl.ve T.V. 8nd 
six redio shows weekly. I have finally induced Joe to get himself 
e new assistant. 

Thanks again for showing me these Flste 6 photos. Enclosed 
herewith is my check in the amount -of $50. in pErtial payment of the 
postege end stetionery end other expenses you have incurred in 
replying to my letters. 

Anne joins me in wishing Mildred end Stan.Jr. end you ~ 
Happy New Yeer. 

Sincerely, 

V/~-



Dear Stanley: 

114 Eest g4th Street, 
New York, Dec.?l, 1954. 

~ 
I am enclosin~herewith two covers, one beering a " " relief 

imprint that plates ~OR6 end the other a vertical strip of three 
thet pletes 40R6 - 50R6 and 60R6. I think these fore 12'0rp-eous items, 
but unfortunately they do not belong to me. I must return t.hem f't 
once, so please photol2'reph the covers end return them to me at your 
very earliest convenience. 

The other day, I sent you e vertic21 strip of three that~Rel~r6 
plates 31L6 - 41L6 - 51L6 and by coincidence here is another To £10 R 
verticel strip from the other extreme end of the plate.C.R.R·lo"cr t~~ 

I suspect thia letter was written by someone connected with 
the Rutland and Burlington Reil Roed end delivered to H. L. Sheldon p. 
who was station mastf end elso post~~ at Middlebury, Vt. (1) Nor· 

The Single n " relief shows quite € nice part of the IIPoston" 
imprint. The owner of the covers does not know the plate positions 
of the stamps end I definitely shall not advise his or his agent. 
These covers will probpbly come up at suction within the next month 
or two end of course I shall try for them. 

J20. 
50R6. 

Negative 7 shows E horizontel strip of three, JIg - J19 -
J20 plates with SOa6 and so this strip plctes 4gR6 - 49R6 -

This gives us a new positlon,4gR6. 

St~nley, if you ever p-et the time, please supply me with ~ 
new print of N ege t i ve 7. My print had been either under- expos ed or 
under-developed find does not show the pIa ting marks to bes t edventsQ'e. 
I am enclosing herewith two examples. 

As per your instructions, I am keeping Mort advised of our 
progress. He is so determined to prove his contention that Plate 6 
materiel is no+ scarce thpt he has been combing the collections of 
most of his good friends, but the poor fellow has come up wi th nothing 
new P.S yet. 

Abe Rubel,Jr. died Mondey, Dec.28. 

With our best regards, 

Sincerely, 

~. 



• 

Jan. 6, 1954. 

Mr. 'orris Fortgang, 
114 ~est 84th St. , 

New York ?8, I .Y. 

Dear ~orris: 

J'ust e line to acl<nowledge receipt ~ your tl1:) 
regh,tered letters .. 

Thanks 0 million for the dheck about which I 
wi 11 .. ..rite you later. 

" 
Stan Jr. war, h'"'ma Lu.;t cel{ froJ:'l IU'3sday to 

Saturday and this together v'ith the Xmas holidays ~ut e 
f r behind in all my ark '. I wi.ll got at you::, t~ letters 
'1 thin the next rew days 0 I bel leire that 'ort 1s av.ay but 
it not pIe ase plone him t hat I 1M 11 at tend to th hoto
graphs that he wishes very shortly. 1'. aude sont me a 
number of nieces t nhotngTsph and these will also hsve my 
attention just as coon as po si ble. 

r ildrod joins me in the Best of .ishc c fOT the 
-ew Ye~ r to ann and you. 

Cordially yours, 



r. orris Fortgang, 
114 East 84th ~t., 

Nev York 2S, N. Y. 

Dear Morri s: 

JAn. 7 t 1954. 

Here Is D lstter from art togflther TJ.Iith a 
copy of my replyo Later I ull Fend you a photo print 
of vi COV3r but in th j r1Elontlne I drew a diagram of 
it on art's let tor~ nita a nice dj scovcry. 

Regards. 

.tiastily t 



r. Jorri s Fortgang , 
114 Enst 84 th ...,t., 

4\0\,1 York 28 , U.Y. 

~"'f enr orris: 

.Tan. 8, 1954. 

/ 

Hera itb the '"wo covers as per yours of the 
,1st. I:ron out of hoto rwtes ani hoa to \Sit untj 1 
a fresh supply weD ~f:lnt oV,r to me. I ~11l .SOl'J:'j atout 
the oelay and trust it did not eJ:lb~ rross you. I am 
ph)t ogre hing the laude materif11 and, ill r turn it to 
him tomorrow. 

l ecards. 

Ha tily, 

• 



Mr. Morris Fortgane, 
114 ~ast 134 th St., 

NevI York 28, N. Y. 

Dea r l[orri s : 

Jan. 11, 1954. 

Kind l.y refer to yours of the 31st, flrst paragraph. The single imprint 
on cover was.3t1:. , not 40. Of course, you knew this but made a typographical 
error in your latter. hen I return.d it on t'le 8th, I had photographed it with 
ycur memo as 40R6 but bad not checked itu I will correct· the memo on my negative. 

The cov r ( .1. ) with the "6 ~t. 40R( - SOR6 - 600 6 vms cexta inly a 
~upcrb item. The year of use wes 18!)fL In lR5'1 find 1859, the postmaster was 
\ illiam P Q Russell. I haven't an 1858 ltst. 

In the 4th r.eragronh of your k toter you [I1so mentinned the 50R6 imprint 
as a tiD." This jus~ fa I' the reoord. 

I do hope that you sucoeed in tlcnniring both covers. 

Rc - the 5th ~ragra!1h of your letter, you stnted that no plates with 
40R6, but you meant 50r6 and you are quite correct in stating that this st,rip is 
48l{6 - 4 ;R6 - 50R6 . ."'ine work" Morn 3 as the J 18 stri p Is heavily canceled. 
Innsmucb a s I had no prevt ous record of 60H6, your plat ing gives us two new posi
tions, viz., 48R6 and 60Rb. Finq work . 

AS per your rcoue5t, I made a new print of Jefferys negative No. 7 and 
enclos e it rerewi th together with rnturn of the prin ts tha t y0U sent me. 

I note tmt ym.l fire koopine in close truch with Horto I hope he is right 
on his theory 1hat Pl. 6 mBterial is not scarce. If he :l.s right then we shrmld be 
able to complete the plate. 

I WAS so sorzy to leam th:Jt be Rubel passed away. but I suppose he was 
lucky to have lived as long a s he did .7ith cancer . 

As .promised, I am nOVJ enclosing a print. of Mort's cove;- with the llDue 1." 
i. will welcome your comment on tho l'3tter thot I 'Vr~e him. The tracine unr]er the 
stSL1P is mine and is rot on the cover. Q .. ite a nice i tern. The stamp is 3R10 8S 

Mort stated . 

I also enclose copy of my lot er to '. 

NoVJ for y:)ur let.ter r:£ Dec .. ?7t. - I ,".:.11 U.:JC the SB~ nmnbers as the 
ones you used in your letter. 

No.1 - Quite correot - this is 91L6. 

No.2 - .. " I 84L6 . 



tt2. Mor Morris Fortgang - Jan. 11 , 1954 • 

No.3 - Being a Type V copy, and hence not supposed. to cane from 
Plate 6 , I have nothinf thali I now of to tie it to. I have IIDrked it as 
~osition? in the left pane of Plate 6 ., 

1;0. 4 - Your plating of the 51L6 in tIlls strip W8B very clever. I be
lieve that Mort now owns the Richey imprint cony. Correct? This strip , as you 
stnted, gives us t~o Hew positions - 31L and 41L. Very, very fine . 

l~o. 5 - Vertical ~ir - Plate 6 (left pane ) - Relief "lil' a:. "E." The 
"DIl 1s 0 IVaI' and the IE" is a cross between a V and Va (This for my record). I 
have noted ycur reman.ts 1'e - probable positions, also noted tm small head curl 
in the top staLp O Too bad the pair is so hp..8vily canceled • 

.c;ye Curl - 1'op wow - It; I' eliefs. 

i.o. 6"- r note you think that this copy is 1Ft? Perhaps you 2re right 
but I am no""\; cui te sure as the inprcnsion is rLot EOoC. . I enr;lose a photo pri nt of 
a strip of lH7 - 111.7 - 2J.I 7. Pleaso return t his os it is from my files and maJe 
in 1938. Your lR seeras to m8 tch th is • 

. 1"0.7 - Cover vJith a single lTErked as lOL? (nice dot in "All). No doubt 
this is 0:"7 and I Lote it halJ the "eye curl . ,I 111so I note thn t ill has an 
"eye curl, ,I S6mething I never roted before. I <b not know whet the anal'ler 1s to 
the mysteripus "eye curl' but vou will note trot too strip her~wj.th of lR7 etc. 
don't seem to sho·w the Iteye curl . It I have exmnined my record of what few positions 
thEl t ~ have of the top row of the left pane of P18 te 7 and none of them shoVJ the 
"curl . " 

No.8 - r fai 1 to f lnd any plot ir.g M'rks to tie this in v:th 3R7 ann 4R7-, 
hence d(~lbt very much if this is from the t ()p row of the right pane of Plat e 7. 
urther, study and fl1£lterial will proballly give us the answer • . 

No.9 - I return the photo print of tre Lyons . I don't think that I ever 
plated the stamp and note that you loceted it cW the .center stamp in tre secrmd row 
floating reconstruction of three, .'bich I have compared and fr:und to be absolutely 
correct . There is no date on the print in my fi It:1s so I hAve no idea \~hen it \'Jas 
made. Incidentally J44 on .l18te l? is a bit sjmilar and may be nE'.ar by. 

I note that beeinning Jan. 4th you 1: re to helve More t:lme to devote to 
stamps which is fine indeed . 

Ilnd now :..Iorri s , permit me to again t.hank you most '<:indly for the check: for 
... ,0000 . I do ap"'recia te your kindness I can assure you. ThingI'! have not been so 
good for the pact several months . December is alv'ays a blank so fflr as any income 
is conc orned. In addition, my fjrst floor apartment was vacated very Slddenly Jan. 1st . 

Stan J.r. was [nne last week for .l: eli Years and drn't expect to get another 
leave before hi:.> ship loaves for the Far .. est eorly in ~pri1. He is very enthusiasCic 
over his new life, likes his ship , his captain and his fellow officer". I believe he 
Will make a good and valuable officer. and he has the faculty of getti {!, alone; with 
oeople. 



( 

If). Mr. Morris Mor;,gang - Jan. 11, 19.54. 

I will send you some prints this week. 

Mildred joins me in best wishes to Ann and yOl' and any time you 
both Cfln fly out and make us a vi sit you wi 11 be most ';lelcorue . 

Cordi a lly you rs, 



Det r S tpnley: 

114 Ef'st 84th St., 
New York 2~/. N. Y. 
Jen.20, 195Lt. 

First, e word re your letteI" of Dec.23. You write:"Later on 
I mfY let you have some of my Plate Eleven copies hoping that you will 
in time cerry on the \"fork of PIE te reconstruction." I we.s deeply 
touched by this stE:.tement. 

Although I hsve been concentrating at the moment on Pl£te Six, 
I heve not neglectEd any of the One Cent Pl~tes. More Anon. I 
h6ve quite 8 few Plate Eleven stamps, but other then e mint block of 
four, glL11~ 82Lll- 9lL1l- 92Lll, end several peirs, I crn show only 
sln~les. Mort h~s three blocks of four in his collection, which is 
a1w~ye et my dispos~l €s a source of reference msteripl. Many Plate 
Eleven stamps show some plating merk(s) and I heve been illustr6ting 
these on plptinf cerds. One of the difficul ties I heve encountered 
is in obtaining duplicates of the same position in order to prove the 
pl€ting m~rks. Therefore I was quite delighted when you sold ~e 
recently the ri~ht center line copy, inesmuch es I hed e copy of this 
position which shows nice plating' marks. This stemp crnnot plate 9lL11, 
as you sugg'est, es we cpn see at bottom the top line of adjoininQ' stemp. 
Furthermore, Plate Eleven bottom row "BII reliefs are, FS p rule, sliQ'htly 
different . from the "pn reliefs from the body of the plate. The sweep 
of the outer line of the right plume seems to be somewhet lon~er. I am 
enclosing herewith the two Plete Eleven stamps. 

Re -- Mont and Meude. I have never spoken to Maude; in fpct I 
have never met him. Mort phoned me one evening lest December to come 
over end see Maude's collection of the l~ Type V on cover. I noted 
that the collection consisted m€linly of mediocre items, but two covers -
Wel'e ou ts tending. One WBS the Portland cover end another bore a refl1y 
early impression of a strip of three from Plate Six, 24L6- 2SL6- 2616. 
I suspect the four cent rate cover to Spain which you thouQ'ht had been 
faked is genuine in every way, inasmuch €l.S I heve a cover in my collec
tion which could be s replic? of this one. It W5S at this time that 
Mort showed me the remarkable July 1960 Plate Ten cover. He had been 
s eerching for top row "Eye" curl stamps when he stumbled F·cross the 
Pl~te Ten. This is the first t~n?ible results the eye curls heve 
given us. 

Re -- Mort's Early Use from Plf3te Ten. IISensati')nal" is the 
word. Finding the unexpeoted is whet makes our hobby so fescinatin~. 
Nevertheless, St~nley, I don't suppose you should be so greatly sur
g:-rised at this e~rly use. In your letter to Mort you writeflLittle 
did I ever suppose th8t stpmps from Plate 10 were issued so ecrly." 

If you will refer to your~ork, Vol.l, PfJ'.2Q7, you will note thet 
you enticipfted such eC'r1y use, or even eerlier. You write: n It is 
entirely possible thet Plate Ten wrs made at a much eErIier period 
than ?ny actual evidence we have indicates. 

nPlate Three of the l2¢ 1957 was made in the Sprin~ of 1860, our 
earliest record of uee of such a stamp is June 1, 1860. The imprint 
used on this l2¢ Plate WBS of the nSecond ~ypen ..... '" 



J<:m . 20, 19S4. 

-2-

"If Plete Ten was made in the Fell of 1860, it is indeed strEn~e 
th€t the old imprin troller wes us ed ins tefld of the new one. II 

Inf'smuch ClS the old Imprint Roll wes used on Plat e 'ren, Mort's 
discovery makes it eppeer Quite probeble that this plate w~s msde even 
prior to the 12¢ PIp t e Three. 

Most all Bridgewater postmarks thet I have seen indic~te thpt 
their postmester(s) -appeared p~rti61 to red. 

Lot #162,1n the Fo» sale of Feb.ll,is e lovely cover showin? the 
postmark of Bridgewater Ms. in red Qnd a blue grid which ties a 
3cJ 1957. Both m~rkingsare very, very similar to those on Mort's 
cOver. Unfortunately the year date is not clear, but it could be 
1860(1). Perhaps the color of the 30 stamp may provide a clue. This 
cover is illustr~ted. 

Th8nks for showing me that block of 14 from the ri~ht pene of 
Plate 12. This block shows Quite pn early impression end severel 
unusual double trensfers uncluding 74R12 which you illustrate in 
your Work. I have in my collection e similer block 71R12 to 74R12 
81R12 to 83R12 ~nd 91R12 to 9~R12, catalog photo enclosed. After I 
acquired this block, I learned that Mort wes also interested in it. 
I shell show him your wonderful block just as soon as he returns from 
Florida. He has extended his stay there several days because his 
younger broth-er, who lives there, ~d recently suffered a heprt at.tack • 

I em returning herewith M~rt's letter re the early use of the 
Plate ten. I em sure you have reserved a pe~e in your Scrap Book 
for this letter. 

I em enclosing also the photo of the V.S. of three, lR7 - llR7 -
21R7. This is really a lovely strip. lR7 shows the" T" mark and 
the "Eye" Curl. I have a strip of three, 8L7 - 9L7 - 10L7, each stamp 
showing the characteristic "T" mark end "Eye" Curl, but I shpll with
hold my report until I have made more definite progress. 

Re -- Our floating reconstruction of three "E" reI iefs . The 
stamp to right plates with 16L6, shown on neg~tive 12, and the recon-
struction pl~tes 14L6 - lSL6 16L6. This gives us two new posit~ons 
on the left Pane of Plate Six. I am enclosing this reconstruction for 
verification, altho I believe you have photos of these sternps. Itho 
14L6 is c late impression, it shows recognizeble plating marks. 

Re -- Negative 31. ERJ5 - ERJ6 plates 2Rg - 3Rg. 

Re -- Plate 6 photos that you loaned me. I hAve plated most 
of these prints from memory. However, severel are unffmiliar end I 
shall check these within the next few dEYs. A number of these prints 
are collector's items, especielly those you used to illustrateyour 

1. Work. 
Thanks, Stenley Bnd Mildred, for your very kind invitetion to visit 

you. Ann joins me in promising you we shell fly (?) out at the earliest 
possible moment. With our best re~ards, 

Sincerel y, 

~~. 



Dee r S ten 1 e y: 

114 Eest g4th St., 
New York 2~, N. Y. 
Jsnuery 30, 1954. 

ThBnks for the 5¢ r~te cover showin~ c use durin~ the French 
Tr€6ty period. I em highly pleased with this cover~~nd enclosed 
is my check in the ~mount of sixty-five dol16rs in peyment. 

I reel iz e you ere busy at t.he moment. getting out your Service 
end sol shBll be brief. 

I have just st.umbled across e reconstruction of seven from the 
ri~ht p£ne of Plete Six. 

The print enclosed herewith shows three sin~les, which we shell 
c€'ll Xl - X2 - X3, Relief "Ft! bottom row. It is probable that these 
three stamps were originelly a horizontp-l strip of three. 

Pleese refer to peir, J29 - J~O on Ne~~tive 7. (this wes quite 
e lucky negetive) Xl pletes with J29; X2 plptes Tith J30. 

N01F. refer t.o verti.cal strip of three FAH 21, 22, 2"7 shown on 
Nege ti ve 24. X2 ~md J30 plF te with F AH 23 pnd we heve B recons truc t1 on 
of four. X3 plRtes Tith bottom st8mp in Mortts vertiCFl strip of 
three, Reliefs "D", "E" and "F", the strip in which the "nt! relief 
shows the double curl. (I am platin~ this from memory, I hfven't e 
print of MortIs strip, altho I wish I did.) And so we have E 
reconstruction of seven. 

I suspect this reconstr'uction plates 79R6 - gORb, ~9R6 - QOR6 
and 98R6 - 99R6 - IOOR6. Of cours e, we have no definl te proof of 
this pleting; it is possible (1) th8t this reconstruction CEn come 
from one verticcl row to left.. 

Now back to the left pene of Plate Six. F.A.H. 28, Ne~ative 2~ 
plctes l6L6 Bnd F.A.H.27 is an "A" relief end probably comes from the 
first six rows of this pene. Too bed these two sin~les werentt a 
pp ir. You probably have severe'l recons tructions of "An reI iefs 
f'nd F.A.H. 27 mpy provide f' clue as to which reconstruction comes 
from the left pene of Plcte Sjx. 

Re Eye curls --- J.G.F. 2 Negative 15 shows "Eye" curl and 
"T" mErk end plBtes 9L7. 

With best regsrds, 

• 

Sincerely, 

F.S. Toni~ht I visited Mort end found I WES lucky; X~ plEted with 
the "F" relief in his vprticel strip . 

. Enclosed fls 0 Jis the Mt"t;de s tri.p of three show; ng e nice, enrly 
lmpres s j on of 24L6 - 2~Lo - 2616. I don't t1- in k Maude or ~ort 
noticed this plEting. 



Mr. orris Fortgftng, 
114 Eab1; 84th Street, 

New York 28, N.Y. 

Dea r Morri s : 

Feb. 4, 19.54. 

I have been swamped wi th work of late and hod to ley aSide your 
letter of the 20th unti 1 I em Id r:et a breathing spell. I nm have it 
before me and will ottempt to reply. 

Yes, I have it in mina to turn over to you whllt 1 hevA 1n Plate 
Eleven but 1 fear you \'1i 11 be disappointed as I never had a great deal years 
ago, and what I had has boenmuch depleted thru the years by this one or 
that one picking out various i tesm. Chase never bad very much and in the 
sale of' his collection in 192.5, there ere only 12 lot s listed under Plate 
Eleven though there might have been other items in d1 fferent classificat inns, 
cancels, etc. Gmanc1ng at the old catalogue 01' h1s sale I note he had an 
unused bloc. of four. I probably hAve a photop'r3ph of it sanewhere. I also 
note a sin le copy canceled Jan. 19,1861 was described au tl'e earliest known 
use of a stamp from t is plate. The earliest noV] is Jan. 12, 1861. However, 
"earliest· nown" back in tho f:.e days Vlere eagerly sought after and that single 
sold $56.00,. as compared to the unused blook which only bro~ht j2.00. 
Just 1m~i De. 

You are C!ui te right aboot the Plate 11 center line stamp that I 
so Id you and v hi. ch I return herewith. Of course, thi s is not a bottom row or 
9lR2 - Bottom row Htomps are, as you stated, slip-htly different. I enclose 
soven oonies hermJith on cards from crty files. Look there over and return at 
your convenience. You \\ll.ll note tmt I have 1ooL1l and 9lHll, tv;o nice stamps. 

Thanks orris, for cal Ling my a ttention to tlle remarks in my book 
on the early date of use of Plate 10 - Imprint, etc. I don tt suppose I have 
read the Plate 10 chapter since I wrote it bock ln1936-1937. At t~t ti"l8, 
I was doing nothing else but ork on the Ono Gent pllltes and liviD€" wi th the 
?4 hours a day. aay in and day out, I had any details at my finger-tips that 
ha ve since been forgotten. In other words, I am rus ty - ver y rusty - on One 
Cent p1utlng and beSides, I am not as younr as I W88 1n the n1ddle thirties. 
Stamp v.ork that came (,,8 By in the twenties and thi rtie s don t t corne so easy at 
present. Look how keen you ere on spotting plating merks, you may t.e just as 
keen at 75 but the chances are you might I1yt;. aybe that is an exaggeration as 
ChaSd seems just as keen toaay on the 3¢ t.51 plates a s he was 30 years ago. 
Hmever, he if', one :in a million. 

Going back to the style of imprint used on Plate 10 and the style 
used on the 12¢ Plate .5, the case I put up wao not bad so it is possible tlr:lt the 
two plutes mir,ht have been made in the spring of 1860, with the l¢ Plote 10 
being Ill:I de before the ll'¢ Plat J. 

Re - Lot /162 in tlle 14'0:1 Sale for the 11th. 1'l005e .ell art to buy 
this cover so he can include it 8S a mate tohh$s l¢ covor. 'i'ell him not to let 
it got a VJ8Y • 



2. r. Morris Fortgang - Yeb. 4, 1954. 

He - ywr block of 10 from I'late 12 (Illustration herewi th). I 
had forgotten about this, but I noticed it in the auction catalogue, 
cUpped the illustration and put it in my Pla e 12 file. Then forgot about 
it. I no te 1 t was Lot 793 1n the Laurence Sale or Dec. 11, 19,3 and sold 

280.00. Right? 

~ort returned the Plate 12 block to me and I rOOloved the gum and 
mounted it for him and it really look::> very beautiful. 

I sent Mort from my files whElt photocranhs that I have from Plate 7 
Lft ~ne. I believe I instructed him to 1 t y use. them berore he returned 
them. If not, you can remind him to do 80. 

Re - our tloating !BII reconstlUction of three. You re absolutely 
correct . This is 14I.b - 151..6 and 161...6. Flne IOrk . This p,lves us t 10 n ~ 
pOsitions and completes seven positions in the (lnd row. In addition, e now 
hElve all rut three 01' the Plate 6 "Btt posi tiona. 

I am enclosing seven ohotoeraphE and p:t£ting cards of seven "B" itEmS 
which I hBve attempted to plate. Perhaps you can locate them. 

I retum your t 10 pairs 14-1, and 1.5-161.6. Yes, I have very good 
photos. Did I send you prints? If not, let me know. 

Re - negotive 31. Sometime ago I disco 'ered toot the .Jacobs pair 
of ERJ 5 - ERJ 6 wus 2R8 - 3RB - also th t ERJ 12 1s THB - also that 1.58 on 
on negat1 ve 19 1s 3RB. I may have some more tops 1il t I thourht Vlere Plate 6 
thrt turned 0 ut to be 1 rom Pla te 8. 

Nov for yours of the 23rd . I made a i'urther search far tm negatives 
of the left pane of Pl te fj but failed to locata them . However,! still have 
quite a few old negatives to go tbru and I will make another try soon. I elso
note that you . uld like to have prlhts of both ~nes of Pl tes 8 and ).0. I 
can't tell you heth"r I he e any auplicato prin ts on hand or not or whether I 
have any :".eIOOS as to her c the old n egati ves are. I will keep ywr lettf'..r 
before me and i'Jill make a search. Keeping track 01' rofer(mce material is my 
biggest oroblem. 

I be l1eve that I thanked you for t re check for 10.00, but if not -
thanks. Also consider it pay in full for that batch of print s, as you sent Ill!!! 

a check for 50 . 00 not lon€." ego, and I didn't intend to make £lny charge. 

O~ for your let t(;r of the 30th, enclosinc: check for 65.00 for the 
cover to Frence. honks very much. I may use the cover in my reh Service Issue. 
1 am wondering Ihat you thcu~ht of the color slides I Bent you. orris, thereUs 
no ouest ion but ,;het color slides of yrur covers are v.onaert\J.l to have and show -
You can buy, a projector and a screen - ODeS that ere portable ana you could ive 
talks ith tbem beforo the e.c. or other stanp clubs. lUI outfit 'ould cost you 
less then ".100 . 00 and i t ~ould afford you a world of pleasure. You don ft need to 
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ff3 . Mr. Morris Fortgang - Feb . 4, 1954. 

confine it to stamps as you can buy Vlonderful color slides of most every 
scenic suot in the U. S. I will give you good advice what and where to buy 
if you consider seriously . 

Re - the print of the three trinlPled "F" relief singles which I re
turn herewith. Before noting the rEmarks in your letter , 1 hove an indis
tinct recollection that I wrote you aboot these three singles sane time ago 
and mentioned toot ODe 01" the three had a dt1sh 1n the IIAtt of pGstage am that 
it '1leS tfl:l · same as the bottom stamp in Mort's "DIt "glt II}!'" strip , thus proving 
that Mort's strip lABS 8- 9-10, rnther than 4- 5-6. I note that you would like 
to have e photo of Mort's strip, so I am sending you a vory fine Tlrint umer 
separate cover by Air Mail . ,.ith it I am includilw. a print of Mort's 
94- 95- 96L6 and your 5-1.5R6 as these ViOre on the same negative . 

NoVJ for yoor letter. You are ebsolutely right J29 and .1')0 are tlB 
same as the two trimmed II}U copies which you call XI and X2. I wppo[;e there 
is little doubt that X3 is the oosition to the right of X2. You 8re also right 
in your pluting of FlU! 21 - 22- ?3 (Negative ~4) - FlU{ is t as same as X2 and, of 
l'ourse, J30 . Fine work . This gives us a reconstruction of :ceven positions 
which I note yoo suspect may be 8S follows: 

79R6 - 80R6 
89R6 - 90R6 

98R6- 99R6 - 100R6 

Or it may be one vertical row-to the left . I ::llspactit is probably the 
letter , rather than thet Mort's strip is a center line strip. 

Later 

Searching my records I finJ the t I tied together J2~-.r30 to the }I'jUf 

vert! cal . I must have done this some time ego but I did not note t tnt J2~ -J30 
VJas the same as Xl - X2 . I pmtogrnphed :r:lUi 2l -22-~3 way buck in 1937, then 
borrowed it again several yeel's ago snd photographed it . Re - Fiili 28, negative 
25, I had pIa ted this as 1616 . 

Re - FAR 27, I have rot been able to plote this but I have 1 t marked 
as a duplicate r:£ 11' . 1. on Negative 1,5 . Both have a dot in "N" (Cent) 0 , 

He - JGF 2 , negati e 1.5. I note you tl:J>ink that this lsW .. 1 Will 
maLee a memo to that effect 8nd if possible, will confirm later. 

Congratulations (Jl the Maude stri o . and its ldentific ati ~n 8S 24L6 -
251.6 - 26L6 . I don't think thet Maude does any nl8ti~ hinself though I think 
he would like to if he had enough material . 

I believe this brings me up to date with you . 

v:ith bes" wiehe s -

Cordially you rs , 
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Dear Mr Ashbrook, 

WILLIAM L. MAUDE 

74 BEVERLY ROAD 

UPPER MONTCLAIR, N. J. 

Sunday. Decr 27th 1953. 

Both Mr Neinken and Mr Fortgang h~ve 
been going my collection of Oovers and loose stamps -
the One Cent Blues of 1857 - and have asked me to send 
you the enclosed six covers and two vertical pairs for 
photographing. 

Would you please be good enough to 
send three prints of each to me - one for Neinken, one 
for Fortgang and the other for ~ use ~ together with 
your bill for all charges,including return postage etc. 

Mr Neinken has visited me at home 
three times and I greatly enjoy his visits and both he 
and Mr Fortgang seem to be making great strides with 
their plating projects and of course I am happy to be 
able to produce anything that may be of interest to 
them. 

Your kindness in this matter will be 
greatly appreciated by all three of us. 

With every good wish for your Good 
Health and Happiness during the coming New Year, 

Cordially, 

Stanley B. Ashbrook EsqJ 
Fort Thomas. Ky. 



, 

r. \ ilUam L. ~8ude, 
74 Beverly Rood J 

J"an.·6, 19.54. 

Uprer Montclair, N.J". 

Dear r. aude: 

Your regis+'ered letter of the ?8th was received 
and the items will have my attention within the next few 
days, and VJill be ruturned to you. IOO.i'..rnas holidays nut 
me far behind in my ¥Ork, hence t i~ deley. 

i th every good t ish for the "ev. Ye&r -

Cordia 11y yours. 

• 
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r • . illiam L. 1aud8 , 
74 Beverly Hoed , 

Upper ontc1air , N. J . 

Jan . 19, 19.54 . 

Under separate oover by fi r st-class 
In;;! il , I am forward1 ng to you ttL l"f'e sets of 
photo{"ru)hs of the l¢ 18.57 items . 'l'he chl)rge 1s 
3.00 per- set or 9.00. 

~ i th kindest re ards -

Cordially YCU)'S , 



U. 50 OO'nlRNX£NT PRniTfNe emo. 6-10325 POSTMASTER. 



r. illi 
14 

r r. nude: 

.1. 

y r oj' th 24th nelo in 
eb bleb kindly .eo t 1 th 9. 

e aet til rl1eet u e fr 

• 

Q e 1 
c 

16 pla t e boc 
e pt or ci to 1uly 25. lS60 only r eently. 

n1co17. I t cuite uro t tll1s 
1860. 

lJ two r.ot Ci 

Prints 1 1 fol.low tortly. 

1th r d-

inc;r 1y your • 

tiel 

60. 



J\.:JI.j&. 
j&.:JI.J\. 
C!I.C!I.2l'f.1J;!. 

1 II' • Stanley B. j, sh-orook 
33 N. Ft . Thomc..s Avenue 
Fort ThoTIUS, Kentuc~~ 

Dear sten , 

31ark 1.E. ilnlr!iUlnrt~ 
Pl,ila-celic Deale'r and B'roke'l' 

102 ~£acoll ~tr£d 

l/llo£lton 16, ~a£l£laclru£lett£l 

January v, 1954 

C!I.;&.J\. 
J\.~.J\. 

~.~.J>..:JI.J;. 

n; thankc for the photo ·rint on the;·2 -EOI' I-Thieh I enclose :"2 . 00 . 
I also c.cknOYiledge Tecei~t of ~-oJ.r returns on the covers [nc~ though I aI!l 

sorr;- ~-ou cdc.~ not heve tir::e to e~o L.n:--t':'ling vTitn tho};l 2: Ul1CerS"tcillc. ysur 
situation. However, it '-[ould have bee:l quite all right for ~T_~ to na\e 
held then Uo'1til t~1e fL'st of tl'le ~-ear as they have been t.he rOcl!lc'ts of 
r:~~r clients c.nd I hc.ve no lTgent !leed for them. Houle:_ yo~·. like to hE',ve 
me return 0_11 or "OTt of' tho!:! no .... : or luter? I rn;,reciBte ;)'our not.e 
rega ':ding Rust, ' S ~ E;;act:'on to the 10¢ - 1847 cover . :;:: [C;". 8'L'_rO he Hoc'.l". 
'00 glad to have it at the ~~500 ':)Y'iee 'l-lere it not tU1.t ne Y.J10US I I'Lu'
cnusoc, it in De.Iliel ' s last auction for ~;270 "mieh I condderc6. a 1'0801 
IIs1ec:-:;:ern ;r::.ce . iie bid in the s<;;.ne 8< Ie 'Out a .E'_rer:tl:r overl 8ked th:'s 
::.tem and i:,? thcref.-)re roluctant to pa;/ .,hat tl".e cover is rrecll;,/ llor:.n since 
he :::-To'o", bly fee=:"s tLat if he had bic. on it i!l t~'le ,mction he cou1<. .. have 
got t.en it for mU.ch less H::lich is not comI,letely true e.s I l{O-Lllc1 have bid 
it up to aro-unC::. ~:400 myself bcfo:oe droT)~ ing out . 

I am enclosing the following for YOl.T in:Jpect:'on, cOJ.ments, etc. : 
~'f58 cover - I cem fine: no record :'..n your book or J(ll'ri tt of tl!ic t d-: '8 of 
Paid Ten cELUcel. Is it nre?; #67 - stri·' of ~ on face of cover - one 
of your Gcrvice articles ment:.ons oP~Y a covple of these YJlo,m to c:ift., 
i;; this one of tnom or u. ti1i:':Q? can you ~ell it?; 1,''35 ~int \'li tn full 
sic~.o orncJllcnts 811(: balls - I Cecil find no mGnt:t.oa of this variety in your 
lO¢ book . Are you o:wa:!.'e of it?; -'L8 - '-lOule~ appreciate :-Ol:r ~lating 
this if -r1oSiL,lc e.s I ~KcYe tl client ,·rho may need t.he ;,osi tion; care: 01 
three t8a ' s (?) - lTOL.lc~ c.pprcciE...te your t:r:pinG and if at all ~)05slble 
plcltin€~ 0e .. ch of "t~:.ese for tIle SLjj'}e clieIlt . 

I hc.:..ve several times mentioned hou handy' en _index Tould be to your 
specie.l service and as a cr 5e :'n :'oint recell'Gl;~,r i:1ad occasion to try to 

determine the various n'.tes OL I!Prussi&.n cIoscL. m&.il n several articles 
en vhieh I recc-,ll having seen in :rour s-:rvice . However, after s~'enCinG 
abuut one- half hour checldne; thrmlgh it I 'das e:.ble to fin( only one of 
them and not the o:r~e c~esired . The vehle of :'. ct. icsues of the s81'vic8 
is becoming considerG.bl:,' lescened by the lar~:e valvJlle of meteriEl 2.ne~ oar 

A (( 



inabili t~T to 10ce:.. te for :!.'ci'ere:1ce E rticlec tl,-at C.I'O :.--ertinert +,0 c}..1.estions 
but thLt co~e to hend in the CO""..ll'~)8 0-:-" 0 .1' lE'.y to CL. b,yi:l-: ~ ~ . = ~-TOu12 
< eain t!'1ercfc ~e urGe th& t ;'OU com: ile Gone sort of :"r.dex in ~ .e n8&:"'" Lli.ture , 
if G. t '.11 .. ossiblo . I am also -,,'om~")r.ne; i: ;,'01.1 :1t::.ve consi" el'ee. ~ ub:'l::;:~i::g 

a tr hl,:; ,=,i' contcnt::"Ior sc ~' 8E..cll ~ cur t ::: i:3sue aG 2llch wO":':Q Dc suL icient 
to fine, most &n~:thi .. g Qesi.rr.::d in ILr,lCh less tine then ::ort:'n~ throng~:. cLch 
sepcrate Lrticle . I cOc.le. naturall;'T co this :m;'iself £.nC'. rrockbl:- 1;il1 T,he 
:fL"::;t chc.nee : c&n fi!'..c3. ;:O"!lG S~'<" e -:'ime tho:lf,h l C'.'1 t t rec", 11 h:.vin.g haC! 
fn~T spL .. re ti..TilE.. em :':1(; the !,r. st fivf.. J ea:l'S 1 

l!ith l:ind rCCI'crc.s, 

')'i1I/mm 

I.~b 



..-
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Mr. Jack .!:. Holesworth. 
102 DeB con StI'eot, 

Boston 16, Mass. 

Dear Jack: 

Yours of the 6th 'l"ecni vnd. 

ne - the 101 '47.strip. Wb n I ::::ent tt to ... r. l1.ust, i had no idea 
where you obtained it 0 r wh t :ou PEl i. In f ct, the letter would not have 
been of any interest to me v,hatsoever, I didn't knot': whether or not you h8d 
shown it to .1r. '"'ust but because he i fonning a r constrncti')n "f the nlate 
I cent it to him as ! considered your flrj ce very fair. :r a strip of 10¢ '47, 
th-t is, in aood condition is not v:orth ,CO.OO in presE'.nt day 'Ci llars then 
my ov r fifty years in phi 1.At ely bne tOUf"o-ht me very little. Just becD-use you 
bot a bargain' in your nurchase of this ntrip ebea not !'le3ll that it is not 
vorth 0110-':: $.50o.no . Of' course, it is nonf! of my busJness bnt I do think it 
i.; a bit unfortun:Jte 1;htlt the investment balue of an item such as this is not 
better aopr~cinted . I vDndo~ if ~any rea]i7e th~t ttere nre relatively few 
strips of three of the lO¢ '47 in existence today. I did not consider the 
strip as fine but the condition is certainly r.ot bad and could surely be clasded 
as "rood. II 

Harem th the items which you enclosed - comments follow: 

lOt 1861 - T;vne I - on c over. This \~ElS a cover th'lt belonged to 
Gibson. The pencil notF'ltion on face is mine and made yeArs ago when it was in 
his collecti, on and I photo~raphed it . 'rhe red marking vms an tll!;xohange Office" 
mElrking , that is, one thot was applle d fJt the Oe v. office where mail was ex
changed wi th "anade . TUs pnrticull'r oi rculer type was used at ei thar Chic go 
or ~r,it and the chances fJre it was tm lntter. Inasmuch as it wes u. S. 
applied, I don. 't supnose it is in the Jarrett oook. Such m, n:ings wore snec';':ie 
in the U. S. - Canadien postal Lre!1ty of the p cried . There ar'e a number of 
different types as you are 1;'ell aware. Some Are rere, depending on the volume 
of mail th8t passed thru II particular office. I never attached much import3nce 
to them exc ept as a decoration to a cover. Perhaps at times 8 stamp got hit 
wi th one of the stampers and such errors could add value to a stamp or cover. 
There was quite a nice article on thebe Jl1.ark: tngs in the A •• of December 19'2~ -
Vol. 43 - No.3 - pagee 9.5 to 108 . LookiIlf thj .... up I note he illustrates tis 

\m~rk1ng and lists it as Jarret's=, 41~-I. he ~ives lJt"'Bs the ".t>ort of ... n.m' as 
Toronto, but the author did not state where it was applis'd. T':1o author V.8S :;;aw. 
J . Bernst ein but I never heard of him. I note that Jarret' S 1499 oes not refer 
to this type. r doubt if this mArkine ctlZl be considered as~. Souren. paid 
$110 . 00 for this cover in the Gibson sale. ~ard described it as a I1 sc"rce post 
mArk . II I ruppose he referred to th~ Fort .edison, Iowa. At that sale ! bi d 100 
for the cover for Saul Newbury . I think you can raise your price enough to ,)8Y 
my fe e on this lot . 



1I~2. Mr. Jack E. Molesworth - Jan. 9, 1954. 

, 5" 1861 Buff - Verti cal strip of four. This item ha s come up in 
the past in a number of sales. For example, it was Lot ,,137 in the Clarence 
Eagle sale by Morgen thau on Aoril 4-10,.!.2Z.i. I have no record of the price 
realized. Old "1.0." described it as, "Two of he stamps defective." I think 
I might be abl e to place it tut everything considered I drubt if I could ask 
$150.00, as its value is only as an off cover vert. strip of four pencanceled. 
This lIIas Originally a doable 15¢ rate to France with 'O¢ {l:Iid. Send it back 
if you can make a fair price. 

lOt 1857 - 'qre V. This 1 s a painti.ng - the side ornaments have been 
reinted. The "artist ll evidently attempted to make a Typ:! I rather tm.n a new 
variety of Type V. I s'.1ppose such W:)l'K is done in Europe rather than in this 
country. Some of his "additions" are rather good - others are ver;r DOor. In aibl 
not a bad job and what the f'artist' needs is 8 bi t more practice. 

1{ dlS1 - ?bte <1 - Relief .L.J - -:"ype III - .::>.U.8. lJo. 8 - plate posi-
tion lSIA - See >.,hbrook book Vol. I - Chart page :'34. 

If 1851 - Three singles from Plete 4 - I marked the types of these on 
the back. lWO of the thre<; '"Ire cut. im 0, hence Dre wos types. The condi tion of 
these (all three) 1s so poor, they are not 'worth fee for the time it would take 
rne to plate them. The bes't of the three seOIr.s almos t devoid of any identifying 
m:lr\{s. 

!ly fee for the abOl1e is 7.50. 

Re - on Index for my ~)ervi c e, you are C1 ul t e r i gh t, an Index is needed 
9'ld no one needs it any more than ::1ysolf. I have intended to get around to this 
for l3ornemonths past but have never been able to spare the time. I will do so in 
the very near future. 

Vith best v'iehes for 1954 . 
~inceroly yours, 

• 



... r. 1. • ,ilkinuon, 
130x 129, 

";helby. U11io. 

j./oar .r ... i1·insoll: 

Jan. 1954 • 

hepl:ine; to yours of t,'fj 9th . It 18 y ~ess tllat tbe CO\Ter 
is a c.;onfed~rato t.>t nicse: and Wf1b p. ob",llly • 'cd on ct. 23r-d, 1861-
reston. ,. o. is now .est iI irBinia - and the cOl.nty S"'Ctlt of "eWlS County • 
.:.he COV0.r it. addrossea to Beverley, Va. - 'l'llitl is 8 ~ 1811 to'v'·n oboth as 
miles east )Y ::lOU th in J.andolpr Co nty. r am, of courso, assuming thet 
both towns ere ln Confedorate han is in October 1861, tl'ough it may be 
u.oullU'ul if they ~e e'in 1~termonth:; . I aC6une tbe oston of:'iqa did 
not have a sup )ly of Confederat,e f.;t;amps as eC1rlJ' 88 Oct. ('), 1861, hence 
handstamped his cash 0"'" ch,· reed [".ail s ":->aid" and in this cave n0Rlected 
to mark the 5" evideniily paid. If my t.-'Uesses re correct, then this is 
a Virg:nia handsLampcd Paid and in my pinion hs little if eny value, 
unless, oj' curse, someone wos seekinp 8 eston. Va. haudstamped Paid of 
,eston , Va . 

If you \'1 i 8tl, you co ul. tlend a '1 rin t to Au[':Us t D1.~tz l'lnd in'l uire 
if he cares to list t hif:; 8a a Virr,in i& ·'Il •• _ " ." in the new Gonfed c~1t81ogue 
he intends to publish. However, plcEwe don't entioll my na.'11C or cuote roe 
as I am not on speekin~ terms VI i th Dietz. 

Under l:l_porate cover 1 ~m sendinr, yt)U E· B8I'lple copy :)f my Jan. 
1st ~)ervice ISBue , rmich bel3 fome w~terial on Confederates. \ 

\;1 th best Wishes -

Cordi ally yours, 



I 

W . J . MACK 

GENERAL AGENT 

The Northwestern ~~A~~. ~~!~N!~surance Company 

MILLARD H. MACK 

SPECIAL AGENT 
1204 CAREW TOWER 

TELEPHONES {MAIN 2814 
AV 4061 

CINCINNATI 2, OHIO, 

313(J~~~ 
~. :lf, ~ , 



r . Mi1l81'U h o luck . 
3930 : ed Bud ~ve •• 

i"'cJ.nnati 2, 9 hic . 

'"'ear Hr. rcle! 

Jan . 1.5 . 19.54. 

lier 'with tb; ?\ 11' nd th sin "Ie r:£ tl1e 3¢ 1 69. In my opinion . 
both 1 oms show trClces of tr.e f'ri_l £In i I, is po:,sible that saneone may 
have soaked thn° in vU'y t ",ater and the tried to iron out 11m e;ril1 . 
Under my binocular microscooo traces of t e '1"11 flre ('ult noticeable. I 
'3U@'{ s't YOH 1 old th it Jl' b <Xl F.I level,. ith your eye Ap;a5.Dst n strong lipbt. 
her _ are people wI 0 try to nekl3 varlot! f3 of "tE P:: . snmetiro.es for ga:in. 
~Jomet1m s for tr:e leesure(?) of s ch onke/-b incl3s. .. 

Th ..... UoS lists certain v~lues of the L869 issue 'without frill 
o og." - and ;lrlces t'r ar only as unused . In my "pinion, such items 8 e 
tlEssey " - not .,ostuce 'ta l'p' and nevElr i"'sue<l o ('roor ally' I do not te'ieve 
that such trash shoul:i bo i neluded in the cats 10 tie .. ..!.n Hhort, 1f a collector 
vvant. a 3~i 1869 ',lthout €rlll" he shou!.d on'y coapt t.re ":88ay" and of course 
8 cortificate of genumonElsB . H"'Gonally I ~uld cara for one otierwisA -
thnt ls, used . 

'.1.hcre iLl no fee for the 8UOVS. 

I am v.ondcling if you have r (,npyof the Luff book on. 19th L . ,).? 
1 have CO y for sale ; 

Sine f;re ly YOUl , 

,. 



.. ,r. obert H. Schoen , 
Thomas Township, 

aglnew R.5 , ich. 

·Dear r. ;;lohocn: 

Herewith 1-.he r,t8J'lpless cov~r as pAr yonrs of the 26t 
Thl s letter was forwarded under the ter"lS (1f tbe U. S. - French Postel 
Treaty of 18.57 - effective April 1, lRS? - ail could be 8ent paid or 
unpaid, but no pArt plyments VI TP. permitted. The r[-\te ?lAS 15 ¢ per 1/4 
ounce il1 the U. S . and 71; 8rammes in Franos. The rate WAS divided betll\.'gen .. 
the tw) countrie8 according to the tranflmission Anr06S t.he AtlAntic. This 
feoture is rather complicated and I will flot go 1nto it hAre except a s it 
pertains to your cover. Unpa id mai 1 was genera Uy ffiHl'ked in h18 ck: - pre
pa id mai 1 'in red. 

Your cover, a folc! ed 1. P.t tel'. was f(1rwarded unre id from 
Havre by the i;...S.i"lll ton, an Merieen Mail Ship. The letter did not; ¥leigh 
over 1/4 ounce when it reflched New York, hence the foreign d iv! sion of that 
office handstamped it in blr'ck with "15" or l.5¢ due at New Orleans from the 
Addressee. all the French 1 .0. did VIAS to plFlce it ebo~\rd an american Mail 
Shl p, hence their share of the rElt;e WR~ only 3¢ per oUArter ounce. This 
charge or debit to the U. 3. ' .0. 0. ~ AS handnta ped at Havre as 8 "3"_ - that 
is, 3¢ in U. S. currency. Debits And credits v;e:re m'xked in dollArs and 
cents under the Trt~aty. . 

Tho let tel' was at first , thru error. ham staMped at Havre 
with a "6 t" but because of the error it was crossed out. This marking should 
have been an "8," as the Trench rate was "8" decimes to the U.S. or approxi
mately 1.5¢ U.o. - A deoime WfiS a tenth of a French frAnc. The dCluble cir < e 
French postroork under the l~ew York probE'lb~y re8ds 8S f(1l1ows: 

El' - Ul IS - SERV - AM. 1)" 

1.5 
OCT 

60 
HAVRE 

The Fulton v.fIe a rl:lther sl~ shl p b.lt. the lettf!r though written on Oct. loth, 
was instructed to be held for the Fulton whic:h doobtless sailed for New York: 
on Oct. 1.5. Had the sender prepaid thls letter, than toore \'OC}uld have been 8 

credit to the U.S. P.O.D. of 12 ¢ Hal ever, had it been sent unpaid and aeross 
channel to l!:ngland end corried over by a B!'1tl .... h Cun~rd .Ail Ship to Boston or 
New York. the debit would have been l?¢ insteAd of 3rj. By that transmission 
our sharf! would have been the U.S o interned. under the treflty of 3¢ per 1/4 oz. 
Not the U .OJ. domestic whioh WAS 31 per l/? oz. 



1/2. ir. «obert H. Schoen - Jan. ?R, 1~54. 

My fee fo r the ebCN e 8nRl¥~is is ?. 50e 

Sincerely yours. 



t 

I 

J 

MORRISON CAFETERIA COMPANY 

Mr . St&~ley B. Ashbrook, 
33 No Ft Thomas Ave ., 
Fort Thomas , Ky. 

Dear Stan, 

INCORPORATED 

Bir:ninghara, Alabama. 
Thursday A. L January 28 , 1954. 

Here are two covers I want your opllllon about,please . I 
have just come back from New urleans to hold our annual stockholders 
meeting • • mile there I went by Raymond vveill ' s. I bouGht this cover 
from Hawaii. ",mat do you think of it an do you think it O. K. and 
genuine? 

This other cover from Sam Paige speaks for itself . I 
found this letter from him and subnit it to you jtst as it cane to me . 
No doubt the cover is genuine since no faker would produce such a 
piece of tripe . I thought maybe JOU would like to photograph it 
while I had it . JvIaybe I should give him a few dollars for it just as a 
reference . ,mat is your advice? 

Sincerely, 



, 
)' 

, '. 

t 

.. 1 r. Emme rson C. Krug, 
3008 - 1,th Jve. , South, 
Birminp;~, Ale. 

Deur Em: 

.Ton. 2~, 1954 • 

Your Special cmne, at noon today. The Hawaii 
cover perfectly gooa in every way a nd I have signed it on 
the bock. 5<1 Hawaiian - 2¢ Ship cnd 10)1 from S.l". to the 
East. Too bad the red Honolulu is so foefed, end I m1r;ht 
add, the San ]rencisco Iso. 

The 24¢ '69 cover is also okay. The offiCial 
rete table for September 1870 gives - To Mauritius - by 
British Mail Via Marseilles - ?4¢ per 1/2 oum. Our 
share was but 4<1 and the British <\barged 20<1 out of which 
she probably po id }4'runce 8 ¢ for French transit to Morseilles. 
~.hot a shame this 1s so badly damaged, but practically the 
v hole story i 8 here. The owner surely should not expect to 
reooive much. 

, Regllrds. 
He stl 1y you IS , 

• 

• 

• 
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Jan. 30, 19.54. 

l'r. Robt. 1-1.. Siogel, 
.50,5 Fifth Ave . t 

Now York 1'/, r' oY. 

~ear Bob: 

Herewith the l2¢ Bisect COVer as per yours of the ?'8th. 
I have knm.n at' tt:l.J cover for a numbor of years [lnd have a photograph 
of it in my files. It V18S v.rl tteo up and illustrated along in the 
middle n1not en thirties by KOIlV!il3or in "POS1'AL 1 HKINGS" and the 
statement \~as made it had been offered to l·ficholoB Sanbria by a stamp 
denler in Pennsylvania . From some notes that I have it seems probable 
that oomeane sent the cover to me for an opinion, and that I eXamined 
1 t carefully and was of the opinion it could be eenuine. n other words , 
r didn't condOOln it and see no reason to do so Elt this time. Back in 
the nineteen twenties I didn't take time out making a minute record of 
everything that was submitted to me. 

I don't kno~ what sort of postal mHrkings tere used at Geneva, 
N.y. but this type v ith ".5 PAID" WOB a type in renerel use between 18.51 
end 18.56 - a period \\hen the naid rate was 3rt and postage could be paid 
by cash or charge, that is, w1 thout stamps . Assuminr the use was between 
18.51 and 18,6, a use of n target kill£:I' would b Most unusual and es
pecially a sr.all type such a s this. Targots did not come into use except 
in isolated cases until 18.59 and later. 

Another pOint. Because the Sen Franc1sco 01'l'1ce ran out 01' 3rt 
adhesives in Juguut and ";eptember l8~3, splits or the l?¥, lere pf:rmitted 
to pay the 6¢ rate to the h:ast, but the Department at ~ 8sh1nr;ton frowneti 
on the practice and in the fall of that year, the Postmaster Geneml issued 
an order forbidding the use of pieces of postage stamps . 

ome years ago a de;::.cendent of a former ow Kngland postma ster 
presented me VJl th an ala stamper made from boxmod 01' a target killer which 
I believe was a standard typo use in the sixt1etl. I am enclosing an im
pression. Ycu will no te that this is smaller than the strike en the cover . 
(15 11 Va 17 ) • 

The S.U. "';. lists as l'lB ""uarter used as )¢ on cover." I am of 
the opinion th:Jt this listing was not from this cover but rather from a 
cover with a quarter of a l2¢ tlmt Came from the Carroll Buchanan find. 
This latter cover was' ell known to Gha se and me way back in the middle 
nineteens and long bofore I ever mard 01' t is Geneva cover. 

To sum up, the cover has every appoorance of being genuine, but 
lack at' some nositive evidence, it would be i.,poss1ble 1'or me to certify 
that it is genuine . 



/,2. r. Robt. A. Siegel - Jan. 30, 19;'4 . 

If you 8re sufficiently interested it might be a food thing to 
have someone so to the NeVI York Library and look up the old directories 
and learn in what yeors John P •• Iesserve was located at ?O Jogn St. If 
perchance you obtain the information will you advise me as 1 would like 
to huve it for my files . 

y kindest regaros. 

Cordially yours, 



ROBERT A. SIEGEL POSTAGE STAMPS 
AUCTIONS APPRAISALS WANT LISTS 

TELEPHONES 

MURRAY HILL 2-4309 

WHITE PLAINS 9-5837 

Mr. Stanley ~. ~shbrook 
33 N. Ft. Thomas Ave., 
~ ort Thomas, Ky. 

Dear Stan: 

50S FIFTH AVENUE 

NEW YORK CITY 

Uebruary 9th, 1954. 

'l'hanks for report on the 1215 cOVer sent you. liS soon as 
I 6et an o.,?portunity, vdll see if we can locate informa
tion you sug ested at our library. I am enclosing my check 
for examination. 

~ith kindest regards, 

truly, 

HOBEHT i... SILGJ!:L 
BAS mcg 
enc. 



A.P.S . S.P.A. C.S.A. B.N.A.P.S. A.S .D.A . C.C.N.Y. 

mark tJi. ~1l1cl'ifullrt4 - 102 ~e<Iron ~trcpt - tIillstllll 16, ~assar4\tsetts 

August L , 1954 
Dear Stan , 

I trust will recall or can look up lot It141 from Siegel ' s 
June 16th , 1954 auction which was photographed on the front 
c over . It was described as naving a PF certificate but 
apparantey withdrawn just prior to the sale when the PF with
drew their certificate . 

The Partywho u<placed it in the sale and still owns it 
has Just sent it along to me for my possible purchase . tie 
mentions that oyou had seen it, tho I note that you have not 
signed the reverse . T.1e owner claims that the PF gave no 
rea$On for wi thdrawin:; their certificate "hich sounds a bit 
odd. I would greatly appreciate your letting me knOl.:1 what 
your opinion wus on the cover allfid if it ,las favorable , '"ould 
you a£ree to sign the reverse . :Iastily & with kind regards , 
P.S. Please send alon~J a copy of your~ 

booklet showing earlist kno\ GSA 
. usage etc . 



ACK E tv: ,LESWOHTH 

Sta'lley E. Ashbrook 
33 N. Fort Thomas Ave 
Fort Thomas, Ky . 



I 

Jir . Jack E. Lo1esilorth~ 
102 Beacon Street~ 

Boston, fass . 

Dear Jack: 

Aug. 4~ 1954. 

Re - your caY'd of the 30th. Bec~use I s· II t e 12¢ t 51 cover 
ce_ tainly oes not can that I considered it ood. I have kn01.m of this 
item as fal b&ck as 1936 but I never ave it my okay. Bob Sie e1 sent it 
to me last Janu~ry and I T!'Ote hi.'!l re arding it . In my lette to him the 
best that I had to erna k about the cover uas as fC'llows~ emote: 

UTo sum up, the cover has every appearance of bei."lg genuine, 
but for lack of sO.e positive evidence, it lrlould be impossib-'oc fer me to 
certify t.hat.it is enuine. " (unquote) . 

I ·recall th~t I had some correspondence tdth Ezra Cole regard
ing the co~ er and he lIas positive th""t the cover \las a fake" in fact, he 
stated that someone in Ne,1 Yorl;: had told him it "t:ro.s knOHl "mere this 
cover came from and that it lIas the PI' duct of a knOln faker . Of curse, 
Jack, this could have been a stampless cover of the period 1851-1856, 
ane. the posm'>rk l:f u1d have been sufficient to denote the p2:yT:lent of 
postage. 

Another point that may be bad is a target. 

IW advice to you is - don ' t put <my m nay in t hi? it em. 

Sincerely yourc, 



Ap.:aill re - the Geneva, . Y. cover. I have no ihult to find 'ith your ranarko. I do 
bel ieve it is possibleth::'lt the.~ing couln b€l cood and had. no roto Eltamp and nothing 
but the postmerk to indica a paYr.lent <3 u:n) then tl , use must have been rior to .Tan . 
1, 18.56, end it seems unlikely that 8 toT'f, t vas oed t'lcro so early - still it could 
have .)een . , 

Regards. 
Y ur" te., 





·· u BE L 
SPECIALIZING IN THE PURCHASE OF" OLD STAMPS 

* COL.ONEl. C . S. A . 
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.r 0 n . 30 , 19.5 4 • 

. r. \ . L. Moody III , 
~ American National Lite Ins . Co., 

Galveston , 1'ex88. 

Dear Mr. M ody: 

Recently I was shown a Confederate 
cover - a blue F .I •• which c~ntained 6 rathqr 
interesting letter. 

I am l'lOndarlng if you ever heard of 
the \vrl tar or of the addresse ? 

1 am enclosing a copy here"ith . 

\/i th regards -

Sincerely yours , 

-

• 



Fonn88l.7 
Rev. 9-37 

~o~t effiet J)epartment 

POSTMASTER. 



... r. Baynor Hubbell, 
Box 57;, 

Griffin, Ga. 

Dear Haynor: 

IDon. 30, 1954 • 

Here, ith the cover os per yours of the 29th. Your analysis 
of the cover was ouite correct. A'Iparently there was no enclosure and 
lO¢ should have been suffici ent to carry tho letter from Shreveport 
to its destinntion. This was October 1863 and the fI~xpress Mail u (40¢ 
in postage) was in operation at that t1l'1e. A letter could have been 
placed in tho Richmond P.O. and had a good chance to got across the 
river and to Texas address. Yes, I agree that the \riter must have 
been a Imn of weQ,lth - I Sunpo~)e his name was 

J"aI'lO s 'l'hoM s, J"r. 

I made a coPY 01' the letter and I am : ending it to myoId. 
friend i. L. Moody of Galveston Vii th the inquiry 11' he knows anything 
auout Thf)mas or James H. oody. Hold the It'.L. until r hear i'rom him. 
Maybe the addressee was an ancestor and maybe he would like to have the 
1tem. 

If it haa 40¢ in postage it mif'ht show some relatlon('d to a 
'rrans-Mississippi Express lail but as 1 t is, I doubt if it cnn be con
sidered other than a lO¢ overpay and a letter that was carried priv·'to1y 
from Richmond to ~hreveport and there put in the Confederate mail. 

,ith regards -

Cord.i ally you rs , 



Com' r to covor 

blu 1'01 ed lattor ith a mri'on 1 p ir ot 
lO¢ Bluo Ty e ith 1'0110 in ddrc6s: 

r . :r as H. 00 

F ir lold 
reostone County 
'l:exns 

the 1 tt r insld \ 5 as follows: 

186, - •• J. • 11 -



I 

I 

10 nd Octo 13/18 3 

r . 1 tl .• 8 I . oody , 
rairt1 ld 

r. 1r: 

roostonc CO:lnty 
ex s. 

Yo kno\ r e been reoid ill€ iI1' 
s tl e. I he ra on lJ 'V i.1 t nd t t 
Captn Lynch, l cos . Lyn' J h t 
1s 16 d ys ottin horo and 0 ys 

t ;0 to 3,3cts per lb. in -2..-. JU e 
xas ond soys Cnptn Lyncl i a roHabl 

tion 1 lsh. C ptn Lynch ya he 0 

dio, tc 8. says he c ula got abo 
abwld.na of c tton in ex 0 - th t ne 
in 1nterior 1 t 1s camp< r t,).vtl1y 1 

r t ilo ultlo h I h va ritten to ou so oral tl 8 . 

it l' 1 11y l'or 
thj, ornlng 

me he 
svl11 

out 

ttors 
hero t 1 t I could retor to or the co 1e 01' t o' . I rote, they re all in 
uanvl11. 11 1 t 1 tt r I t ~ s ritt r think by yo lr brat or. It e 8 

to 0 it 68 almost one :;e r o . 1 e id y u .ro 1 to 1ck ana hod been for 
... ome ti e. I ro' rnbcr th!lt the lost 1 tar I h d, v eth.r fro you or 1, you 
stDted 1n 1 t th t you e pacte nd lntcnaed to at 'iV c tton to r.:' rket th is 
to ro n vill ith a exienn expodit1on . 0 I feel p rtectly tisfied t t 
you h vo'done .het you const ered ~eil I)e t for my lntere t, Dtill I o.nxlous to 
:no ,. eth .r, you oove sold it for eold hicb I hope you huv dona or hether yo 
shipped it or ethor you l!l 1 t still 1n reo tone County . Y( u no my re to t 
\"Ji s to at it to John 1lUst Co . L1v.r (lol in nrl1ah or irench ship 
nd I h d suppo.,ed if' yo 1 coUJ.d et 1 t ao to 13rormsvi 11e you co 11. then ship 

it tro tt oras 1n Usb or ronch Hottams nd i ld b st . I op the 
one or t otb r 16 done. You 0 11" yo va roc'd y 1 tt r~ th tI h 0 be n 

n110u3 to t :mnuf. tobo . to you. stHl nxious 0 do so if 1 t could 
po sibly be one . C ptn Lynch y ot in u rvlco 10 could 1t it ero 
to exos. 0 it you c uld or in C' nnedon with ,1, orrango to :receive it on tois 
side of the ... 1 sissippi t SOr.10 pr)int n ad I think coula t it to you. Still 
I think in th p rue nt at!t 01' t iOf,s 1 t uld be hosardouo bus1ness. It' thl 
c t be done till I ould liko to -c t 1 () 0 200,0 0 to you nd h va it laid out 
in cotton nn et it out t tt oras. here flre roollS con tently comini' ov r 
trom _exos nd I ,,"onder I hav not rec'd 11 ttvr or lett ra t'ra you . 

If I OOll 10 Hod e n I could t rust to 0 d 1rectly ov r to y u I should 
send him .1 th m ney for you to operete for e . e ere ~ell1 co 600 1'1ne Tobo . 
horo nOi' t 1'rom 3 to 4 nnd so hi or - .L soldle short ti sime 5 liHD of 
Leot abo , not anut'd but in ho uhcadu lH the 1 ntero nut 1 t up at on cvel'fl of 

4. 27 P r lb. One of t ld t f . O!) per lb., th"'t, is 1'or 6 , 000 for 1 00 lb8 
01' leaf tobo . It wes ry fine but it w s the hIghest price tl t e r ev r 88 

sold t l' l' u can ch lk out ny 1 by ob 1cb J. C at the tabo. to you 
or cen at 0 y 1X> you to opperuto for e, ple 1 t e k now just as oo~ 08 you 
coo nd I Jill c rry it out . I hr}vu ju t roo'd 6 Lotter fro O. ate or· Lyncbburg 
1'0 orly but 1D b 0 beon Hving 0 lon ti C lD in lObo . bu lness. isho 
mo to ut 1n e Ie e Or.lt of m ney n lnt 111m fO by 01 88 U to t t ora 

f 
and buy cotton lor ely nd ah1p to uro o. 1 pr ter entr t1nr, 'lL y 1nterests 
in exe to you. 

I hope to hoar fro you 
your .... very truly 

J'omes 8 

08 tn Lynch y6 if you 111 rite to me and end. the letter to hi 5 follows 



• 

::'. 

ooco :it 
t .. ouaton be 

-----------.,.-- i rld 

\ 

1n 
ill 

t ]<r ns. 1. ynch 
oort. La. 

noth en 10 

.. ----~------------------
to~o to l!l 

J e .Jr. 



Confederate Cover 

blue folded letter ith a horizontal pair of C ••• 10\t 1863 - S.U.t>. No. 11 _ 
10¢ Blue Type I with following address: 

Mr. James H. oody 
Fairfield 
reestone County 
'l:exas 

he letter inside \ a ae f'ollows: 

, 



I 
• 
o ty 

r. ir: 

If I oould f ad 

n you. 
opo to or l'ro you 

Your 

to Lynch 01 1f Y u 111 rit 

u.rono. 

"ory 

to 

lch ona eto 13/18 3 

• 

tI" ... ly 
lome 0 

nd ana th" lott r to hi 

you. 

tt 

ro 

t 

t 

this 
i4 out 

in ov r 

13 1· llow 



l 

~ .... 
n t ~r ns. J. Lynch 

hr v port, La. 

an 130 8 co Y of 1 t in ollothe env 10 ---------------_ 

to 1 i a t Houston be 111 ----------------------__ 
--- ----------- 1 <.Ind 'orver t me 

J . 1.1r. 



ArlERICAN NATIONAL INSURANCE CO. 
'IV. L . MOO D Y, JR.PR~~ I Ce:N T 

G-A h Vs S..:l'o-N, TEXA S 

VV. L . ~O DY, I l l, 

VIC~/\StOENT 

Dear Mr. AShbrook: 

126 Bushnell Place 
San Antonio, Texas 
February 17, 1954 

It was good of you to think of me and send 
me a copy of the letter to J. H. Moody at 
Fairfield, Texas. 

The addressee was my greet uncle and, though 
I have heard many stories about him and the 
family life at Fairfield, he died before I 
was old enough to remember him. 

If the letter is available and not too costly, 
I would like to have it as an interesting 
family item. Anyway. I greatly appreciate 
your bringing it to my attention. 

Wi th kind regards and best wishes, 

Mr. btanley B. Ashbrook 
33 N. Ft. Thomas Avenue 
Ft. Thomas, Kentucky 

Sincerely yours, 



( 

t 

• r. '. ...... .oody III, 
126 Bushnell Place, 

SHn Antonia, Texas. 

Der r "r. oody: 

Ii'eb. "4, 19.54 • 

I have yours of, the 17th and have 
written the owner of the Cover thet I would 
like to acquire it. I will advise leter if 
he Is willing to sell it. 

~ith best wishes -

Cordially yours, 

I 

(29 - 41 ) 



Mr. Raynor Hub bell, 
Box 573 , 

Griffin , Ga. 

D~8r aynor: 

Feb. N , 19.54. 

Re - mine of the 3,)th , I had 6 latter today 
from my friend ~' . L . oody l'lho st ~ted th'Jt the J. H. 
Moody was a great uncle and the t ho would like to 
acouire the cover . 

If you care to d1spor.e of it, put 8 price on 
it [lnd I will be glad to submit it to him. 

\ 1th regards -

~ incerely yours, 



RAYNOR HUBBELL 
SPECIALIZING IN THE PURCHASE OF OLD STAMPS 

COLONEL C. S. A. 
MEMBER: A. S. D. A. 

Dear Stanley, 

A. P. S. 
S. P. A. 

* BOX 573 

GRIFFIN. GEORGIA 

Please refer back to that very interesting letter from Richmond Oct. 13, 

1863 by the Danville man. James Thomas, to James H Hoody, Fairfield, Texas 

which we think was carried from Richmond by a Capt Lynch back across the 

Mississippi and put into the mail at Shreveport (See my story in weekly 

Philatelic Gossip June 5th, 1954. Page 442).. 

Now please tell me what you thillk of the possible correctness of my 

theory about the enclosed cover which had two bisected halves of 20¢ green. 

You will recall that Capt Lynch who on the trip East from Texes had 

got across the Mississippi by swimming on a mule, met this man Thomas in 

Reagan's office. Could the enclosed cover have made the same kind of trip 

by the same man? And could this be a cover addressed by Reagan himself 

to a relative of his "Col W. b· Reagan It? The writing of the name Reagan 

on the cover is just like R in ~agans own writing. And again we have 

20¢ postage (2 halves of 20¢ stamps) with again the same Shreveport 

post mark. It might even have been carried by the same IImul e rider ll • 

Ho\tl about Reagan taking advantage of the oppoetunity and getting a letter 

of his, out to this Col W. D. Reagan in Arkanas and the messenger putting 

both and possibl~ other letters into the Corfederatemail at Shreveport? 



And how about the bisects-? A faker would not have fixed up a job like 

this. Col Reagan ~tn he got the letter from John Reagan tore the end of 

the envelope and one of the bisects. Does that make sense?- But why 20¢ 

from Shreveport as also on the Moody letter, also posted at Shrevaport. 

Sincelly, 



f-1r. Raynor Hubbell, 
Box 573, 

Griffin, Ga.. 

Dear .h-. Hubbell: 

June 9, 1954. 

Herawi th the c r with th t hal 5 of th 20¢ gre n, 
post ked Sh vcport, La ... and a.ddres d to Col. W. D. Reagan t ashington, 
Ark. Th fu ory that you advanc d in your 18 ter y be, for all we know, 

rfectly true, it y have en ad res sed by Judge Reagan to a relati of 
his s n And it c uld have en carrie fr Ric d, iva ~ and 
mailed at Sh port, bu as f as I am awa. there is 1 0 evidence. 

In opinio., t co r'" s :uine in every r spect but all th 
e nee t~ t we hav s to poi t to t e ssibili~ th t whoever £ .... &..A.<:I'Y. 

th letter a.t Shre port ( ate not own). did not ha. any 1O¢ st ps 
2id ha: a supply of the 20~ green, whichi 1) ha.d cut n diagonal ml s. 
Inas eh as two of th a were plac d on t e leotel I ass th re e closures 
Which ea sed a double rate of po a (2 x lO¢). 

I hav\:.: tloferred t your article i!. GOSSIP of June 5" h, 1954 and 
a eo the corres menca t a.t lire had last Jan y • 

• 
No fee. 

Sincerely yours, 

(29-41) 



\ 

. r. aynor Hubbell, 
Box ,73, 

Griffin, G • 

De I' aynor: 

.Tune 7, 1954 • 

Y,urs of the end received' ith c ck for 
2.2,5 for a c py of my Conted booklet. ...hank very 

much. I am f orv ardibg same toeny under seperat e cover. 

I also e knov le a receipt of the cover with 
the enfed 20; gr on. lh1" eems to be 8 I' t er 
-I t resting cover and I muld like to hold it u few 
days and look it over c I' fully hen I he e more time 
than the }l!'es6l1t • 

. lth regorns -

.... in Gere1y y~u I'6, 



CONFEDERATE CORNER 
By 

Raynor 

Hubbell 
c.S.A. #496 

Recently I handled a most remark
able Confederate folded letter with 
simply a pair of C.S.A. 10c 1863 
(Scott Confederate No. 11 of the blue 
shade, Type I) with the following 
address: 

Mr. James H. Moody 
Fairfield 
Freestone County 
Texas 

Only the contents of the letter show 
its nature, but the implications of the 
stamps and the letter itself are so 
suggestive and interesting and throw 
so much light on the dramatic story 
involved that the whole letter must be 
quoted. The letter was entrusted to 
this Capt. Lynch on the hazardous 
trip from Richmond to and across the 
Mississippi and posted by him at 
Shreveport, La., when he got there to 
go on in Confederate mails to Mr. 
Moody at Fairfield, Freestone Coun
ty, Texas. In other words, this is a 
trans-Mississippi piece of mail carried 
personally from Richmond, dated 
October 13, 1863, and somehow he got 
it to Shreveport and got it into the 
Confederate mails there. On this trip 
from Texas the other way, before he 
met this man Thomas, in Reagan's 
office in Richmond, he "swam the 
Mississippi on a mule." I wonder 
how he got across with this letter he 
was carrying on the return trip? All 
kinds of adventures are to be im
agined. The little folded letter is 
nothing pretentious; nothing to make 
an impressive picture for WEEKLY 
PHILATELIC GOSSIP readers. Simply 
a pair of Confederate stamps, faintly 
postmarked Shreveport. But what a 
story of an undoubtedly rich specula
tive Southern man, able to talk about 
sending on a hundred thousand or two 
hundred thousand dollars to be used 
in the hazardous busin~ss of buying 
Texas cotton and getting it .to Mexico 
to be shipped in French or British 
boats to England. 

Those of us who have read the ex
ploits of the "Alabama" of the Con
federate Navy know that when the 
Alabama captured and destroyed ships 
they examined the papers of the cap
tains to determine the owners of the 
cargos and destroyed some of them 
"suspected" of Southern ownership, 

422 

even if the papers claimed foreign 
ownership. Is not this letter of ex
treme interest? One point about it 
for consideration is the fact that it 
has twenty cents postage-two Con
federate ten cent stamps. There is 
only this point that is not quite clear. 
The Confederate postage on a letter 
from Shreveport to this point in Texas 
at the time would have been ten cents. 
Twenty cents in Confederate stamps 
was provided. There might have been 
an enclosure making 20-cents neces
sary, but there is no intimation of 
that. If the letter had been put into 
the Confederate mail at Richmond to 
make the trans-Mississippi trip, the 
postage would have been 40-cents, but 
the letter would indicate that Captain 
Lynch made the trip carrying the 
letter and posted it when he got to 
Shreveport. The stamps have a faint 
Shreveport postmark. But the letter 
did make the trans-Mississippi trip, 
possibly in a more dramatic way than 
what we would call a trans-Missis
sippi letter. The letter itself must be 
quoted in full, and it surely throws 
a wonderful light on postal and busi
ness affairs of the times. 

Richmond Octo 13 / 1863 

Mr. James H. Moody, 
Fairfield 

Freestone County 
Texas. 

Dr. Sir: 
You know I have been residing in 

Danville, Va. with my family for some 
time. I am here on a visit and met at 
Judge Reagan's office this morning 
Captn Lynch, (Frances J. Lynch) 
who takes this letter to you. He tells 
me he is 16 days getting here and says 
that cotton is selling at or near 
Brownsville at 30 to 33 cts. per lb. in 
Gold. Judge Reagan is the Postmas
ter General from Texas and says 
Captn Lynch is a reliable man and 
can give me all the information I wish. 
Gaptn Lynch says he swam the Missis
sippi on a mule to bring dispatches. 
He says he could get to go to Texas 
and that there is a great abundance of 
cotton in Texas-that near shipping 
ports it sells high but out in interior 
it is comparatively low. Now I have 
not heard from you for a great while 
although I have written to you several 
times. Have not your letters here 
that I could refer to or the copies of 
those I wrote, they are all in Danville. 
The last letter I got was written I 
think by your brother. It seems to 
me it was almost one year ago. He 
said you were quite sick and had been 
for some time. I remember that the 
last letter I had, whether from you 
or him, you stated in it that you ex
pected and intended to get my cotton 
to market that is to Brownsville with 
some Mexican expedition. Now I feel 

perfectly satisfied that you have done 
what you considered was best for my 
interest, still I am anxious to know 
whether you have sold it for gold 
which I hope you have done or wheth
er you shipped it or whether you have 
it still in Freestone County. You 
know my greatest wish was to get it 
to John J. Gillist & Co., Liverpool in 
English or French ships and I had 
supposed if you could get it down to 
Brownsville you could then ship it 
from Mattamoras in English or 
French Bottoms and it would be safe. 
I hope the one or the other is done. 
You know if you have rec'd my letters 
that I have been anxious to get 
manuf. tobo. to you. I am still anxious 
to do so if it could possibly be done. 
Captn Lynch says if he was not in 
Service he could get it across to Texas. 
Now if you could or in connexion with 
him arrange to receive it on this side 
of the Mississippi at some point 
named I think I could get it to you. 
Still I think in the present state of 
things it would be a hasardous busi
ness. If this can't be done still I 
should like to get 100 or $200,000 to 
you and have it laid out in cotton and 
get it out at Mattamoras. There are 
persons constantly coming over from 
Texas and I wonder I have not rec'd 
a letter or letters from you. 

If I could find a man I could trust 
to go directly over to you I should 
send him with money for you to 
operate for me. We are selling good 
and fine Tobo. here now at from $3 
to $4 and some higher-I sold a short 
time since 5 HHDS of Leaf Tobo., 
not manuf'd but in hogsheads as the 
planters put it up at an average of 
$4.27 per lb. One of them sold at 
$6.05 per lb., that, is $6,000 for 1,000 
lbs. of leaf tobo. It was very fine 
but it was the highest price that leaf 
ever was sold at before. If you can 
chalk out any plan by which I can 
get the tobo. to you or can get money 
to you to operate for me, please let 
me know just as soon as you can and 
I will carry it out. I have just rec'd 
a letter from O. Tate of Lynchburg 
formerly but who has been living a 
long time in N. O. in Tobo. business. 
He wishes me to put in a large amt 
of money and let him go by way of 
Nassau to Mattamoras and buy cotton 
largely and ship to Europe. I prefer 
entrusting all my interests in Texas 
to you. 

I hope to hear from you. 
Yours very truly 

J ames Thomas 
Captn Lynch says if you will write 

to me and send the letter to him as 
follows 

Capt Frans. J. Lynch 
Shreveport, La. 

and also a copy of it in another enve-
lope to him at Houston he 
will it and forward to me. 
(Where blank spaces occur the letter 
is badly stained.) 

J. T. Jr. 

Weekly Philatelic Gossip 



The stamps will be released for sale 
on June 1, 1954.-Cou1·tesy of Crown 
Agents Stamp Bulletin. 

LEBANON - Date of issue April 
23, 1954. Identification of issue. Of
ficial opening of Beirut International 
Airport. Ceremonies headed by H. E. 
Camille Chamoun, President of the 
Lebanese Republic inaugurated ultra
modern airport buildings of Near 
East's largest and most up-to-date 
airport in Beirut suburb of Khalde, 
serving 29 major airlines, with 62 
flight movements daily, 22,000 passen
gers monthly. 

Khalde Airport Scene, 10 pi. dark 
rose and carmine. 

Khalde Airport Scene, 25 pi. dark 
blue and blue grey. 

Khalde Airport Scene, 35 pi. dark 
brown and yellow brown. 

Khalde Airport Scene, 65 pi. grey 
green and olive green. 

REMARKS: Plus an additional 1,000 
presentation sets and 500 imperforate 
ones. Stamps are horizontal rec
tangles 24x40 mm. in size and are per
forated 11%. 

Designed by P. Koroleff, printed by 
the Catholic Press. - Courtesy of 
Baroody Stamp Co., Ltd. 

SYRIA-Date of issue: due in May, 
1954. Identification of issue: New 
definitive · regular and air showing 
symbolic bases of the Syrian people 
and country. 
(Regular) : 

Allegory representing labor (in
scribed "Wealth is the result of 
work"), 1 pi., 2% pi. and 5 pi. Syrian 
family group (Inscribed "The family 
is the basis of the nation"), 7% pi., 
10 pi., and 12% pi. Symbols of in
dustrial progress, 20 pi., 25 pi., and 
50 pi. Post Telegraph and Telephone 
Building at Hama with new P. O. 
Insignia, 5 pi., 10 pi., and 15 pi. 

(Air) : 
University of Syria (Inscribed 

"Our reliance for the future"), 30 pi., 
35 pi., 40 pi., 50 pi., and 70 pi. Colors 
of stamps not yet available.-Cou1·
tesy of Baroody Stamp Co., Ltd. 

VATICAN CITY - According to 
Vittorio Lo Bianco, Inc., of New York, 
the forecast new issue for the "Anno 
Mariano" has been delayed and will 
not be out before June. 

For May, instead, is in program the 
issue of a set to mark the canoniza
tion of Pope Pius X. No details about 
the number of values, face and designs 
are available as yet. Pope Pius X 
was honored in 1951 with a set of four 
values to commemorate his Beatifica
tion. 

A complete set of the imperforate 
U. S. Columbian issue in pairs are in 
the B. K. Miller collection. This col
lection has long been housed in the 
New York Public Library. 

for June 5,1954 

Nyasaland Booklets 
2/-6d & 5/ -

Both $2.85 
FRANK B. JANCOWSKI 

3588 Frederick St., Detroit 11, Mich. 

JAPAN MINT SHEETS 
#448a Trad& Fair impert sheet ot 20 
#456 Youth impert sheet ot l() 

BOTH: $1.25 
WARD R. CHAPIN 

9130 Winthrop Avenue. Detroit 28. Michigan 

YOUR CHANCE! 
If YOU don't receive Long's Mall Auctton Catalols 
regularly you may be missing a tine chance to 
buy tnteresting and unusual stamps and coven at 
your own price. Send a 1>08tai card today wd 
ask tor your FREE copy of the current Salel 

SUBJECT MATTER OF PHILATELY 
A Checklist of Stamp Deslgns-92-page book by 

Phebe BOOlh-$1. 00. Supplemcnt-$1. 00. 
THE GOSSIP PRINTERY. Holton, Kansas 

Give The Ideal Gift 
The famous "PeIUIY Black" 
First Postage Stamp Jewelry 

Cuff Links Sterling- silveL __ $8.00 
Tie bar, Sterling silver _____ 8.00 
Key Chain, Sterling' silver __ 8.00 
Eal'l'ings, Sterling silver ____ 8.00 

Please add 10% Federal Tax to 
the above price. 

"Encased in handsome jewelry bag 
of suede. Place your order today. 

C. D. B.·owe.·, J ••. 
P. O. Box 57 

STURGEON BAY, WISCONSIN 

APPROVALS~ 
FINE STAMPS- PROMPT SERVICE 

LOW PRICES 
H you are tired or getting "standardized" or 
Qrac t.ory-bullt" Approva.ls and would like 
something better at no higher prices .• end ror 
ours and notice the dltterence. 

SWRLEY JASON Inc 
505 5th Avenue Now York 17 N Y 

80c U.S. AIR C46 ____ ___ $ .45 

A. F. SIMIONESCU, Hackensack, N. J. 

ALCOVA CIGARS 
1. Hand Made-6'4," Long 
2. All Long Havana Tobacco 
3. Light Havana Wrappers 
4. Mild-Cellophane Wrapped 
5. A real 30c value-SPECIAL 

$7.00 per box of 50, postpaid. 
GEORGE RITTER 

Box 8155 Tampa 4, Florida 

Super 
SUPER BARGAIN in 

COLLECTIONS 
of all countries. Today you have the 
opportunity to purchase some of our fine, 
high standard collections at the lowest 

price on the market. 
2,000 W. Wid. $ 2.75 
5,000 As'tmcnt 8.95 

10,000 All DlfL 32.7. 
ID,OOO ~{td. in 

Books ___ 35.~. 
20,000 in 20 

Books ___ 119.75 
800 Argentina Vi.95 

1,00() Argentina. 35.95 
250 Belg. CoL 8.45 

2,000 BrIt.. CoL 21.85 
1,500 China 

Mld. ____ 1().45 
300 Congo BeL 21. 88 
200 Curacao _ 17.45 
400 Dutch Ind. 

& Indon._ 8.00 
300 Denmark_ 3.85 
400 Egypt. 

(Scarce) _ 21.95 
800 France 

Mtd. ____ 13.75 
2,000 Fr. Col. _ 18.45 
1.500 Greater 

Germany _ 6.35 
20{) German 

ColonIes _ 21.95 
500- Greece __ 9.95 
250 Haiti ___ 16.75 
150 Iceland __ 6.75 

New Line in 
'1'ol>icals: 

75 Israel ___ $ 5.45 
1,000 Italy ____ 15.~5 
1,000 .. & CoL 9.75 

500 Jugoslavia 5.95 
2,000 L. Amer._ 15.95 
3,000 L. Amer._ 37.50 

150 Lat.via __ 4.~;J 
125 Liecht.enst. 5.90 
200 Lithuania _7.95 
300 Luxemb'g_ 6.95 
150 :Me-naco __ 3.45 

1,000 Netherl. 
& Col. ___ 16.45 

200 Panama _ 13.7;) 
400 Paraguay .... 9.80 
200 Philippines 8.25 
400 Poland __ 4.15 

1,000 Port. Col. 16.45 
1, 000 Rumanla_ 13.95 

500 Russia _ _ 0.4.3 
200 Saar ___ 7.45 
300 San ~Iarillo 7.40 
400 Spain ___ 3.35 
150 Surinam _ 9.85 
300 Switzerland 3.65 

] 00 fIl:rS!~ __ 3.69 
150 Trieste _ 9.45 
400 Uruguay _ 6.45 
200 U.S. Com. 2.95 
150 Vatican __ 6.90 
300 Venezuela_ 9.05 

100 Animals or Birds, each _____________ 1.25 
100 Uorses or Flowers, each _____________ 1.35 

Direct ImllOrt.er. No extra expenses, we maH any-
thing free in U. S. 
Sorry no approvals. 

ARK l'OR FRF:E COLLECTIONS PRICE LIS1'. 

Stamp Store DENA 760 Market Street 
San Francisco 2, Calif. 

NETHERLANDS - USED 
All the following beautif.ul Semi-Postal sets are priced at ONE-THIRD of Catalo!l'ue
OR LESS. 
Bl/3 _________ $ .10 
B4/5 _________ 1.15 
B6/8 _________ .30 
B9/ 11 ______ __ .30 
B12/ 15 _______ .50 
B16/20 _______ .80 
B2l/24 _______ .35 

B37/40 _______ $ .35 
B4l/43 _______ .50 
B44/47 _______ .45 
B48/49 _______ 1.10 
B50/53 _______ 1.00 
B54/ 57 _______ 1.50 
B58/61 _______ .80 

B70/71 _______ $ .20 
B72 __________ .05 
B73/76 _______ .80 
B77/80 _______ .50 
B81 __________ .25 
B82/ 85 _______ .40 
B86/ 89 ______ .35 

B9 /102 ______ $ .25 
Bl03/107 _____ .25 
BI08/12 ______ .20 
B113/17 ______ .30 
B118/ 22 ______ .25 
B123/27 ______ .20 
B128 _________ .10 

B25/32 _______ 1.20 
B33/36 _______ Al5 

B62/ 65 _______ 1.00 
B66/ 69 _______ .80 

B90/ 93 _______ .20 
B94/ 97 ____ . __ .25 

B129/33 ______ .15 
B134/ 38 ______ .10 

All stamps in very fine condition. Money refunded if not completely satisfied. Kindly 
send your want-list for Austria, Belgium, Danzig, Germany, Liechtenstein, Luxembourg, 
Memel, Switzerland, Saar. 

HELMUT STUEMPEL 
85·21 168tb Street Jamaica, L. I., N. Y. 
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STANLEY B. ASHBROOK 
P. O. Box 31 

FORT THOMAS, «Y. 
Jan. 18, 19.54. 

r. u1dney A. Hessol , 
Nettleton Hollov, 

, sh11 ton f Conn. 

ear r.l essel ; 

• 
ours OJ the 7th rocei ved and I thank you v TY muoh 

fOT y ur kind offer to loan r.1e for reco rdi th items ontionEld. 
enn bsur. you ,hut I \ ill bel pleased to flee t1l811l. 

I have a f1 int rocoll etion th t ~ r. flC1 ride \'rota 
ma that he had suggested to you illfl t I ould be in terestad in 

a ng samo ConfedorAte ite a, but r evidontly heard no mere. 

len h rdly jrnngine "ElI" concal d c; early no 
:"..;;;.::;.....;.~....:::..;.;..;;:..:::;.aB fAel quite positive tha,t th • temp HIS not 

prll of 1863. 

I a - the ama Lino of 5,-- lB6.2. I bolievo th t 
you loaned t hi ' COver to me some YOArs ago ood I mnde a photograph 
of it, ElO it 'till not be neoessary to sand it, uut I v.ould like 
to s the "TJIT I 0" d the other covor .. 

'in than s vary much. 

uine roly YCUJ'(;, 



SIDNEY A. HESSEL 
NETTLETON HOLLOW 

WASHINGTON. CONN. 
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Feb. 1 , 1~!i4 . 

r . idney • aSG 1 , 
t • 1 , 

as inrton, Conn . 

0, r r . Hc~s 1: 

honks very much for your k1ndnesv 1n cend in mo the 
t·,o Conred rate covers hieh I am returnin{ herowith . 

Ro ordi • the II By.no pon 11>le chence '0 Id t11s 
u e have be n in }ebruery 186~, in spite of ,ho r ct the yo r 
10ee looka like 1863. lhis u e ~8S undoubtedly 1864 becau e 
the doy lOFO 1 2911 not 28 , henco 0 leop yo r and 1864 . he 
color 1:> extr moly p 1e and not 11k the enrly II llky BlueH 5h do . 

Th ro don't seom to be any ppt'lr nt exnlen tion 'or the 
14¢ to on the oth r cover. If there l\US onl no' ¢ at np and 
a lO¢ st<JllP 'r.e could the ri7e that ~ ~¢ at ut on first to 

y the printed clroulox rote nd i tar the reaaurer 0 the 
a'side oIlle· ddod mO ... 08 e in uDcr1pt, thus r pu1ring 

f1r t - cl rotc of lO¢. But the ruostion arises - y 4 1n th 
ir t pI ceo Thlf> .as ept.ember 1864 ond tho end 01' tho Lent Gauno 
00 d ,in n r. ?¢ po to '0 tamp h d J.t t1e 11' ny 1u t 

th't time, so I don't oop o~o it . do much dU'1'erenca hather a 
p ·rson u ad tl'K) or oro where only ono w s r) u1red by 1 ~ • 

It 't.BS nice to seo theso til 1 tems no.1. appreoiete your 
kindnoSD .. 

1nccrely yo r , 







I 
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J\.1fJ.,;5i. 
,;5i.1fJ.J\
QJ:·QJ:·;N·l· 

Dear Stan, 

3Jark f. !lnlr!llUnt"t~ 
Phil",d;elic DealeT' and BT'okeT' 

102 ~caroll ~trcct 

llioston 16. 2ffilassarfrusctts 

1-3C-54 

QJ:.,;5i.J\. 
J\.~.J\. 

tJiI·~·!'-·1fJ·~· 

Ecnlosed is what the last Barr auction called a 3¢ Pink. 
It didn't look like a real pink to me so I sent it to Usticke for 
an opinion to see what he would say and he said "Yes, a genuine Pink", 
but Barr is his subsidiary so guess that could be expected. However, 
would appreciate your comment on it anyway. 

Also enclosed(spelled it right the second time) is a copy 
of my lawyer's legal opinion on the "offsetting" auction practice 
which the ASDA lawyer had examined and rendered an adverse opinion. 
After reading my lawyer's letter and receiving Graham's reply to him, 
it appears that he rendered the opinion more to pl~ase someone more 
influential in the ASDA than I rather than as an unbiased examination 
of ~he law on the subject. The reply from him was rather weak and 
claimed practice still illegal since I had "corrupt intent and fraud
ulent purpose" something that contradists comments in his first letl:r 
indicating that he was sure I would not have used the practice had I 
known it was illegal per se and therefore unethical, etc. It will be 
interesting to see what they do now. 

~lease return the enclosed copy when you are thru perusing 
it. MacBride has a copy, tho o.k. for you to show or wend it to anyone 
if you feel it appropriate and in my best intereis. 

With kind regards, 



Fonn 38l. 7 
Rev. 9-37 

~ost €Ji)ffice 1Department 
F.eceived from: Sf NLI:Y ASHB~O 

P. O. Box 31 
------------------------~- .--, ~-.:p 

One piece of ordmary mail addressed 
to ______________ _ 

_______ , ______________ ~Q.. ___ _'_2L ___ _<L21--A.fa.£L---------________________ . __ 
THIS RECEIPT DOES NOT PROVIDE FOR INDEMNIFICATION 

u, s. oonRNIl-mr PR(NTiNa Elmo_ 6-10325 POSTMASTER. 



,!'. J"ack: E. Molesworth, 
102 Beacon at .• 

Boston 16 , Mass. 

Denr J"ack: 

Ji'eb. 1, 19.54. 

Hore' i th the 31 1861 ss por yours of t he 30th. 
To idcntify SM.G m ttaching herewith a tracing of the 
cancolotion o 

Thi8 stDmn is not tho S.H.<'. ,64, the ink. It 
is whnt J. call on oarl'r 1861 Oc-o, by 80'1e called e "neer 
Pink," or 8 ,!,)81e pinkish ro se. Copie s of' tho 3 ¢ re 80m _ 

tIme sOld as the ~.U. • 64 comm ricol ~irtl'. bu~ 'his 
stemp hos SO little pink in the .;int I !'lou t i . it coul 
be put unaor any b4 cln sit'le tion. 

inc rely yours, 



~~01T"'~",,,~ 
ox .J. 

22, 1954 sa .' 

~ 
January 

Stan; 

I have to go to New York today and the 10c l847s will be 
returned early next week. No express service here on Saturdays. 

The stamp #126 (on cover) is from the same position as stamp 
#102. John has made a partial identificatimn which indicates 
both copies are from an earlier state of the plate than are any 
prints we have. He is making another check. / 

Stamp #121 (on cover) is also giving trouble. I do not recall 
having seen this cover, or any similar. New York to Portland 
with red N.YORK - U.S. Express Mail - June 1849 - and the stamp 
cancelled with a blue gr ide Where? At Norwich or on the Norwich 
& Worcester R.R.? Neither seems probable. 

Two boat trains left Boston each afternoon (except Sundays). 
One connected with the Stonington boat for New York by way of 
Provilience; the other went via Worcester and Norwich to connect 
with the Norwich boat for New York. Eastbound boats left New 
York in the afternoon and connected with the t "o trains which 
arr.i ved in Bo s ton the next morning. 

ItluC'h of the time the U.S. Express Mail service was on the 
Providence route and the Stonington boats, and the Worcester
Norwich route was an alternate, always available but less fre
quently used. Just how fequently it was used has no~ been de
termined to my knowledge. 

There was Route Agent service on the Worcester & Nashua R.R. 
as early as 1849, but no R.A. or R.P.O. service from Nashua to 
Portland antil much later. Therefore the letter went to Port
land via Stonington boat, Providence and Boston, or via Norwich 
boat, Worcester and Boston, and the blue grid was applied either 
on arrival at Portland, or en route. So far as I recall Boston, 
Providence and Worcester did not use blue grids. 

The possibilities seem limited to what happened after the 
letter was taken off a Long Island Sound ~oat and before it 
reached Providence or Worcester, or after it arrived at Port
land. Except the latter possibility, the only us e of blue for 
pmk and/or grid is on the Norwich & Worcester Rail~5~a. 

My greatgrandfather may have received such a letter addressed 
to him at Webster t Mass., but I would reckon the chance of an 
184'7 stamp not belng cancelled by the U.S. Express Mail Agent on 
any letter that went via the N.& W.R.R. as being hardly a thous
and to one. 



i 

t 

r. IJ hilip G. Rust, 
Route .5, 

Jan. 2a, 1954. 

Thor.o svi 11e, Goo rgia. 

Dear Mr. Rust: 

Herewith Lot ,7 which c eme in from. erry lAte 
yesterday afternoon (.ednesday) . I quote from hin letter 
dated Jan. 25th as follows: 

"Lot 7,7 of the 10c 184 1s starts back t.o you by 
express collect at $2,200 today. 

121 .122 1/1?3 
56L 4?,43R 88 ,89L 

11 13.5 
86n 

129 
22R 

,f130 
6R 

tr 124 
34L 

Ii 131 
68L 

I 138 
58R 

'---

ff125 
.55R 

rr132 
471. 

,139 
27R 

*"126 ,L 
tr 133 

7 &: 171. 

(,-140 
17R 

'/r 127 
l.5R 

if134 
82R 

Apparently strun s ,·102 and 126 ore from nn earlier 
state of position 5L than other copies ~'e have seen. At loost 
they seem to fit b ,tter there than anywhere else. 

Stamps ,121 end 124 . gree witt. the posttions stated 
Quite well; t. 131 and" 138 lesa so, but bettor rrEtche ,"v ere not found 
and th, 'p is a pood chance tbey ore correct. Posi the Identification 
of the other items. The fae is $38.33. " 

I note that he nJ thinks that lO? 1s "1robably 5L And that 1 t is ap 
parently the same as n 126. I checked these two and he seems to be 
correct - do you not agree? Hov;ever , both seem different from 38 
which he plated as 51.. and uite correct. I checked his 121-124-131 
and 138 carefully nnd 1 hact no reason to (1uestic-n these positions. I 
wonder~d about. 132. lie plated this as 47L but I wesn't so sure. You 
mi .... ht bear this in nind e I was also a bit pU7zled about Ii 134. ~hnt 

do you think? ~lso Ill'?7? 

I note th8t this lot sOGsibEted of a total of ?3 with the 
seOl'e as follows: 

New positions 12 
Dupl1cates..ll 

23 



2. :r. Philip G. Rust - J"an. 28 , 1954 . 

I believe your total r-lO far if! as follows: 

Plated positions left ane 48 
~ " right n --21 

Total 105 

fhiG is certainly a very h' e: averafle. 'y fi[Urfls may not. he 
absolutely correct an they Are flnm a memorandum. 

r have not md any ord whatsoever from Kellehor . 

Rerarding Cover /] 121 - This 
1849 end the postmark is that r£ the "~J~.-.;;...=..-;=;..;;.;.;;=~=.;..; 
I. YORK . " Never b fore hAve I :;ean a U. oJ . Express Jail cover 

wi th a stamp tied by a blue p,rid , therefore , I question v.hether 
" thi..s Gtamp originated on this cover. I believA tll3t it is 

oossib1 e that this cover had a 10¢ stamp thBt wos pencanc eled and some faker 
( removed it and substituted this copy with a blue grid . It was over 

300 mires by ,the mail roote from New York Via Bost(')n to Portland so a 
10¢ rate was required. I inauired of PerrY if ho had evor seen suoh 
a cover as this and his re ly was no . 

d th best of wishes -

Cordi lly Y0;l rs • 



January 29, 1954 

stan; 

Check $38.33 received and thanks for your promptness. I have 
very few 10c 1847s but shall submit any I think may measure up. 

I suspected something might be wrong with the blue grid on the 
U. S. Express J\.iIail cover from New York to Portland, but saw no def
inite evidence and am not inclined to condemn anyt~~ng merely be
cause it does not happen to agree with my information. 

The rate could not have been less than 10 cents. By rail it is 
240 miles from New York to Boston via New London & Worcester, 232 
miles via New Haven.t. Springfield and Worcester, about 220 via .\ 
Providence (Shore L}ne) , and the shortest route (the !fAir-line) 
via New Haven, Middletown, Willimantic and Blackstone is 212 miles. 
Through trains on the last started in the 1870s~s I recall • 

New York to Portland via "State of Maine" express through Wor
cester, Nas~ua and Dover is 343 miles - eight miles longer than via 
Shore Line thru Boston. Boston to Portland is 115 miles via the 
old Boston & Maine line thru Haverhill and Dover, and three miles 
shorter via the old Eastern R.R. thru Salem. The last two lines 
used the same tracks from North Berwick,to Portland - 37 miles. 
There is not, and never has been, a,i mail route from New York to 
Portland as short as 300 miles, except today by airplane,(possibly). 

1\10st of the U. S. Express Mail covers I have seen do not seem 
open to question, but I have seen a few that did not agree with any 
information I had, and yet seemed quite authentic. Perhaps they 
were put on the wrong Sound steamer in New~York. 



~J{)~td cvvt ~ ~cL by. 
CL ~vJ at CV<A- 1u..L- j~u.- - 1/ 
,,;vJ ~ t~( 1m ~ O-vu- CLM.i ~ jv-~i I 
fh etA v 1 Ji- -J.J- itv- Iv, t Y ~ /,M- cvy . 

1~~ "f~. 
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11'. 1 Areel Levy , 

8 TIue Lagorde , 

Pari s , 1'rance. 

Dear Mr. Levy: 

Jan . 28 . 1954 • 

ill acknm'Jledee receipt of yours of Jan. 15th 

\11th the lit 18.57 , '£ype IV cover - 51t rate - from Charleston , S. C. 

on Jan . 8, 18.58 to Nantes, France . A Garnier cover . 51t payment 

Dot recogni zed and rated as entirely unpaid. I will dis pose of 

it for you and report later . No doobt Y0U wish me to remit to 

Dr. Polland . 

With evory good wish . 

Cordially yours , 



'Jan. 28,19.54. 

Mr. ~orrls }tortgang, 
114 Bast 84 th ut. , 

Ne York 28, N.Y. 

Dear Morris: 

Both of your letters received and I will vll"ite later. I an 
tryine to eat my F'ebruary Service Issue ' out and this (lne is !"fIU'flr lorge 
and quite a bit of photo work. 

Here is quite a valuable covHr, a Jl3i1' C)f 1¢ 18.57 - Type IV 
on CO'Ter. You will note this was from Chl3l"laston. S . C. during the Treaty 
period - January iF.58 . The se..nder l'orwarded it with a payment of .5¢ and 
boston let it go thru that way_ They should hfNe roted it as entirely 
unpaid ... ith '3 Q¢ due in lirance and a dobit to the French P.O. of 2 x 3¢ or 
6¢. Britain a4?o rated it as a .5¢ U.S. rate trot was of the period Jan. 1, 
18.57 to April 1, 1857 - But when'it got to Jirance it as rated under the 
Troatyes "entirely unJ!lid" vo;lth 2 rotas of 8 , decim9s due or 16 decimes 
(about 30¢ U.S.). This 1s really most unusual as the IlBrking "G.B. IF 600'·, 
should not have been applied to any letter from the U.S. to F'rence Via G.B. 
after March 31, 18.57. The U.S.-French lreaty went into effect on Anril 
18.57. I am asking 6.5.00 for this most unusual cOler. If rot interested 
will you please send it to Mort as he m1Eht like to have it. 

I may use thig 1n my March 1st Service. 

V'1th best wishes -

Cord.ially yours. 



}i'ab. 3 , 1~54 • 

. r. -"reel Levy, 
8 Rue La(.llrde, 

Pari s , 1 ranee 0 

Dear ,r. Levy : 

Referrillf tc yours of t1:e 15th end the cover you 
enclo~ed. I have Dold tte cover ('6.5 . 00 , less 'lou1- or $.52 . 00 
net to you . Should I 1b rward check to our mutual friend 
Dr. Folland? I ~'ill hold ,,8me pending instructions . 

idth kina est rognrds 

Cordially yours , 



Nt . St~ 13. M~!lu,o/c, 

33 /Y. Ft. T,{d1/Vtw Avt. 

Fo tL 71.o-vvtcw . fry. 

()o.S.a. 



BAC/<:.-5c!('o~erTD I'JClnle5-PCl/r 14 57-IT 
I-ROf'1 Ct-\ARt....eSTON S.C ·.JAN 8-57 



TREAT Y PERIOD. CHAR L E.5TON) 5. C.<.JAN.8t;-!" \858 
On Bc-,CK BOSTON BR. PI'<T 13.jA N. '5e.(vved,.,Gsd~).) 
lOi~ DON ):JA 25-58 - PA R1S, 2. ~ JAN . .58. NANTE5, 27 JAN. 
PQI r let: 1857 TXpe TIl. 27L l 2C3 L l. By CUNA R 0 
'NIAQARA",) 54 PA'(DlsR'EGAROE.D - ooua LE' 
RATE OF 2.xe \)e(tme.s OWE AT Nanre.5. 



PRESCOTT HOLDEN THORP 

NETCONG , NEW JERSEY 

sept 3, 1953 

Dear Pta .... ley; 

WeIll thank you for all of those 
nice things you have to say about me in both your 
letter and your lISpecial Service . !! I am very 
pleased, of course, al though quite probably much 
of this high praise is quite underserved. ctua~ly, 
stanley, I have never claimed. to be an authority 
on anything, and I'm probably not much of a "student ll • 

Just ha pens that I have an inquiring mental apparatus 
and little things I've read here and there clutter up 
my bnnin until suddenly, something hL.ppens to put 
some meaning into them and help me arrange a sylogism . 

Very often such "if this be so, then 
that must follow which proves such and suchl! stringing 
together of isol~ted facts or theories gets me into 
plenty of trouble. Trouble is always to keep out of 
ones mind a desired conclusion. 

However, my article in EDJ stirred. up 
auite a bit of interest (which, of course it was 
intended to do) and among other things i was invited 
to c nsider for ~ moment all of the thousands of 
enve£opes I have seen and recall if there liiaere even 
as much as one percent of the total showing usage 
of express companies . 

That question rang a bell and started me 
searching both memory and references with the 
following rather interesting, even startling, I thi~, 
resul ts. 

First how many envelopes were i ssued 
each year by Nesbitt. In the Postal Gazette 0uackenbush 
quotes some interesting figures as published in the !!PosT" 
(I don't know what "IPosti! but I assume the New York Dost) • 
• 

This indicated that Nesbittx output in (1860) 
had declined sharoley bec<:...use of the war . ~'hereas prior 
to the advet of the war his output woulQ have run about 
thirty million the Viar h5.Cl cut it Qovm to arOlIDa 28 million. 

The IJe~bi tt fl rm h<;"Q estimated its ovm output 
a t n::)2 Or 33 million!! per year . 

Kee p your friends, both new and old - the first a re silver, the last are gold. 



PRESCOTT HOLDEN THORP 

NETCONG. NEW JERSEY 

Now it is safe to assume th~t by 1863 Jesbitts 
out~ut of envelopes would have been curt~iled even 
more by the war so, preha~s, the annu~l proQuction 
in 1863 might have been ar011I1Q ;~5 million . 

Quoting from Bertholds Hanabook of the 1 Tell s 
Fargo franks, 'Ie learn th ... ,t in 1863 veIls Fa.rgo 
alone were purchasing (in 1865) over two ~illion 
stamped envelopes and, of course, a. t thLs tir,le 
there were prehaps two hundred ,~xpress Companies also 
using envelopes. Thus, prehaps, the express companies 
were using ssome several million of the ~5 million 
envelopes being produced . 

But this is not all . Of all of the early Nesbitts 
I h~e seen ( prenaps ten or fifteen thousand) it 
OCCLrs th~t prehaps as much ~s one-half of them, or even 
more, had been carried outside of the r.:Jails on r"ississiPDi 
river packets. This woule be evident, not from cancellations 
but from Din holes in the envelopes inuicating they had 
been pinned to waybills or consignments or something 
of th:::..t nboture. The !'litf'~ll in this sort of reasoning 
is tha1 most ull of the Nesbitts in quantity I have seen -
or anyone else .Lor th<.,t rrwtter - woulu h:::..ve been from 
the Carroll Hoy find. 

However , I think it fairly obvious th-...t the usage of 
Nesbitt envelopes "outsice of the mail vms a fur 
greater porportion of the tot~l m~nufactured than at 
first would seem eviuent. O_fh~nd estim~tes of 
as little as one percent seem at first logical for 
express comp::my us~"'ge. C:::refull investigation vvould 
indicate - to me th~t as much ~s fifty percent, 
prehaps more, woulu be nearer the truth for carriage 
"outside of the mails . 

Someday, someone, is going to DrOCtUCe J. study of 
all sides of the philatelic gem. Presently the subject 
has been seggregated . Great studies of adhesives, 
further studies of "les ce.n Frbonks, much argument 
about enveloues. These tlire things are mnmnmnmnm but 
facets of a single jewel. "P.ach of us in h..l.S oVin field 
(and. I do not exclued myself) sees his mm facet and 
only dimly precieves the other. 

The older I grow the more cautious I become . Black 
is never black, white is never white . But I uo believe 

Keep your friends. both new and old - the first are silver. the last are gold. 



PRESCOTT HOLDEN THORP 

NETCONG, NEW JERSEY 

'Ie may h: ve put to rest the arguments about rfhy envelopes 
were first issued . Yes , I V':iS one "Tho too_- exception 
to your opinions in the mutter and even carried on 
!' running controversy 'wI itn you in "':' "Pi some years 
back . The fdcts you marshJlled convinced me beyonQ 
any re~sonable aoubts . 

Reg;;..rds 

) 
Pep 

Keep your friends, both new and old - the fi rst are silver, the last a re gold. 



.. 

1'. Prescott fiG Thor >, 
Netcong, r.J. 

Deer P!escott: 

Sept. 8. 1953. 

Your letter of the 3rd received • 

. e are leevin (l)"rrow for New England 
for a little vao,ti)n and ,ill be gon~ about 10 day80 
I will write you after y return. 

Wi th -!'e' rds -

Cordially yours, / 




