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June 13, 19.53. 

" 

'Mr. Henry • 'H:ui, 
20-20 -2nd ~t~t ~outh. 

Minn~P9Hs, . t inn. 

De~r Henry: :~ !: -,' ... , "'" 

• f " i . ' " 

I am returning h~~~~ith ,~he vertical pair of the 5¢ 18,6 anq r think 
it now looks very beautiful • ."~'''''am a).80 r ,turning the cover with the 5¢ 18.57 
Orange Brown . I can assure you: that th cover itself is genuine, that Is, the 
use was actually Sept. 7, 1861 from New York. There he s not been any mor,key
business with the dates. Here is the analysis to prove l:08me. jI'1rst. note the 
"6ft in the New York postmark. This was our credit to ranee and it means two 
things - llJ that the rate wan 15¢ and (2) that the letter wes carried to 
England by "Amer. Pkt . II This did not mean that it was carried by a mail ship 
of U. S. R8gistry but rather that the U.S. P .O. D. pald the S . S. Line the 'sea 
postaLe" to oarry the letter to England. On such mail we credited France 6¢ per 
1/4 ounce, i . e . , 3¢ from England to ¥rance end 3¢ for the French internal. Note 
the routing per steamship tf'Th'UTOlr'LA . 1 This was a Ship of the "Hamburg Line I' and 
the records show that this ship sa11ed fram New York on 'ept. 7, 1861 and was 
paid the "sea postage" on the U. S. all that ahe carried abroad. 

Suoh sailings were on Saturdays end in 1861 Sept. 7th fell on Saturday. 
So much for the proof that the cover Is perfectly okay. 

Now the question arises - did this strip actuallY originate on this 
cover. I was not wholly satisfied that it did beoause Zareskl knows the value of 
an O. B. on cover, so he, or some other crook could have removed a strip of the 
Type II Brown and substituted an unused strip of the O.B. and ut fake concels 
on suoh a strip. That is the reason I requested your permission to open up the 
cover. I sure hod a h~rd time do~ this as it was ~lued together with some sort 
ot cement that waa very difficult to dissolve and due to the thinness of the 
paper I was compelled to eXercise the utmost caution. Fortunately everything 
came out fine and now we con see whet is inside. I don't kno why the person was 
so amxious to seal this half a letter sheet so that no one could see 1hside as 
there 1s nothing to hide. 

I am more than pleased to assure you that I am definitely of the opinion 
that this strip did originate on this cover. I have several bits of eVidence to 
substantiate my opinion, which I will not go into, but the main and convincing 
evidence 1s in the small oircular Ji rench postnork on the two stop ' tamps. This 
measures approx1m.ately 21 1 and reads as follows: "ETATS UNJ:s - SE:RV. AM. CALAIS" 
with date in the center which reeds, ?R .,EFT 61. I soriously doubt if yon will be 
able to read the lettering. This faint marking 1 in ~ end here is my proof that 
I think cannot be disputed. This marking was generally applied in blaok during 
l861.but on the 00c8sion ot this mail trip it was applied in~. Most unusual but 
I can prove it. No Zareskl 70uld know enough to apply this mark1ng on the s t amps 



2 - r. Henry • Hill - ~une ~3. 1953. 

and on this prrticular trip in ed. I believe this is &nou so I 11~1 notegp 
into other conTlnclng evidence such ss the oil in the sm.aU PD which ties the 
strip end the oil in th~ red N.Y. grids. etc. 

I sure cOll['1'8tulate you on thlE cover. It 18 a real rarity and 88 f r 
ss I a'\'i re it 1s untrue. I have no other record of 8 covor with a strip of the 
5¢ 1857 0.13. 

I intend to :rite up this cove:: in my next Sontce Issue • 

• ith e 017 ('.,00 1 

Cordially OUTS. 
I ' 
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TELEPHONE ATLANTIC 6191 

TELETYPE MP-347 

Stanley B. Ashbrook 
P. O.Bo::, 31 
33 N. Fort Thomas Ave 
Fort Thomas, Ky . 

22-26 SECOND STREET SO. 

MINNEAPOLIS 1, MINN. 

DIRECTORS: 

A. J. HILL. B . J . CASE 

H. W. HILL . H. P. HILL 

R. M. FLEMING. E. G. LANDE 

C. M. CASE. JR •• O. H. ENGLUND 

A. E. COX· S. J. MIROCHA 

P. L. COSGRAVE. T. S. SNYDER 

• TRAOE. Mp..RK 

6-16-53 

Depr Stan; One of the biggest thrills 1 ever received was this morning when 
your 
like 

letter arrived saying the 5c orange brown strip of three on cover was genuine . Looks 
we hit the jackpot and lets hope that the other lots to come will be as good . Many 
thanks. IDc>ny 

Almost at tho sa~e time 1 received from London Lot 131 from obson 
Lowe sale as ·;lell as lot 189. 1 am not going to bother you ,lith the latter cover unless 
you care to see it . The Lot 131 1 al!1 enclosing for your inspection and interest as I am 
buying it subj act to your O. K. As you ,lill see it came from the ','!aterhouse collection and 
I think it ,Till be useful as all of the stamps have position dots in the lower right hand 
corner. It cost me LI15*O*O or about 322. 00 but 1 like it . 

If you can find time to tell me it is good or not soon I wou~d 
appreciate it so 1 can remit to Dr . Bacher . 

Yindest regards 



• 
• , 
" 

J'une 17, 19.53 • 

r. Henry • Hill, 
20-26 - 2nd St ., South, 

'innccpolio , ann. 

Dear Henry: 

YourG of the 16th reoeived ond herm ith I am return ng the cover 
from tho T p~ 10. 

th t y~u at thrill out of vuri lcetion of 
rain oover. In this C" 1t wao not c more o.in on but I think 

evidenoe ubmitted 10 troof conclus1ve th t the cover i genuine 
in eve~r ?ay'. I have addl tional evidenoe vlhicn I did not mention. Our 
good fri end Les loves phil tel1c reseorch rk ond I think be tlOuld like 
to h ve my explanl1 ion of this cov r. Too b Ci that he h s nevor had the 
tim to stu y 19th U. S. rates and marking. I ot H rold St rk interested 
in the study in the sprln of 1944 nd started him off t crotch ond you 
kno the results. 

BgarCling the cov r her 0",1 th, lot 131, from the T pp oa1e. I am 
pleased to roport that the cover is cenuine in 0 o~~ respect. This strip of 
the 5~ most assuredly or! inated on this oovor. I have si ~ed it on the 
back 8S onulne. I had a lettor yesterday tro my friond oreel Levy in 
Paris £Ind he gave me auite e hietory of the n to 'Ion t.i s letter 1s od-
dressed. Levy don't think that I!j y covera f~m this corrospondence us faked 
by Zaresk1. It you ~ uld like a oopy of l bet Levy wrote I 111 b very 
lad to Send it to you. 

I oleo return the age n whioh thla oover lOS mountod ~:th tho de-
scription by jor Tapp. au \ill note that it 1s practically corroct. I 
have on in 1st1not recollecti n that he sent as a menoranduc regarding thin 
cover and/ the v r ous rkings of hich I gave hi an oxplanation. His \.rit -
up is su~ely most unusual for 0 ritlsh colleotion. r nede 0. photorraph of the 
Cover at'ld also an enlarged photo ph of the strip itself. "s fOU aro awnre, 
the U. 'S. - Frenoh Treaty nmt into effect on J~pril 1, 1857. Thl" shows a uoo 
from Nf!Jw Orleans a 11 tl ov r 8. month later. Tho r d NOl' York P03t rk hod 
never l>eon used befo e April 1st. Thi6 ace unta f'or the sharp 1mpresoion. 

( 

Thanks very I'luch fo r the pOGta e. 

I note that you 01 a urchesed Lot 189 in the T pp sale. don't 
thl~. the e 13 any r.uestion but mot this over i6 genuino. It sho s the 29¢ 
rate. tro~ Callfornl to Grent Britain prior to ~uly 1, 1863. 

' lth the best of wishes -
Cord1ally yours, 







HORACE S. POOLE 

1475 MaNTRDSE TERRACE 

DUBUQUE, IOWA 

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook 

Font Thomas, Ky. 

Dear Mr. Ashbrook: 

June 15, 1953. 

The - enclosed cover is a r~cently acquired one. 
The~ hand stamp IIKEOKU~K*ISL R .M" apparen~ly 
stansfL for Keokuk & Rock Island. River Mail • 
Fr.om the rate I would judge the date to be -
in the early 1850's. 

A search of all tthe philatelic. literature 
availab~J!.... to me has failed to show .:any r...et:er..,. 
ance to~rking. Dr .... Chase in his book lists 
Kaokuk c.'f St. Louis Stram and S. B. Mr.. Kline! s. 
book on Steam Boat Markings is no~ a~essable 
to me~ bu~ an out~ of tDwn friend says there 
is no referance to this ma~ing in it. 

If Y9U have any data on this marking will you 
please let me have it. 

This ~over is going to you by insur.ed mail, 
value. $25.00, and will you return it the same_ 
way, and let me.:. know "the amount of your: fe&= 
~or~ examination, when I w~ll pr~mptrly tak~ 
car.e of. it. 

Thank ypu !..or your_ time _ and trouble:. 
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r. Horace S. Poole, 
1475 Montrose Ter ce, 

Dubuque. 10 m. 

Dear r. oole: 

June 17 t 19.53. 

I am herewl th ret urning the cover 0 s per yours of the 15 th. 
I have looked up all of flY records and I he e no previous record of this 
m I'kinr. I quite agree t t it stood for tlKEOKUK Il OK ISLI ID Rrv 
MAIL". I he c co le::.. of the .E~ene loin b.ook an 01..>0 his supplocent, 
but it 1s not listed in either one. In y opin on th rking i~ cenuine 
in e\ e:ry respect und it suroly u"'t be rare. 

y.,lein t £3 oUShtcr 10 e rryinG on .10 .ork ona is gothori data 
for 0 no supple ontol listin to be iosu d in the no distant future. 

he is the 1',U'O of Dr. A.jay Hertz nd her ad ress is 1.50 cst 82nd Street. 
Ne York 24, .Y. e sure sho oul 11 e to have advice of this se ree 
cove:r. 

There is no reo ~or th above. 

I have had severGl lettors fron our mutual frien • Henry Hill 
since his return from the continent and I .1 pleased to state thot he ac
quired so q beautiful eovor~ on his recent trip. 

\ 1 th kindest re~ rds -

Sincerely yours. 

( 28-2) 

• 
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TELEPHONE 
LAfayette 3-0970 

BRUCE G. DANIELS 
7 WATER STREET 

BOSTON 9, MASSACHUSETTS 

June 15, 1953 

• Stanley B. shbrook 
P Box 31 
Fort Thomas, Kentucky 

Dear Stan: 

Enclosed are two covers abo ut which I would like to 
have your op~nl.on. They are probably 1Iold friends" to you but I 
have certain reservations about them in my own mind. 

The 30¢ 1857 ms in Kelleher 's last sale and he told 
me that you wanted to see it. At the same time, he gave me a history 
on this cover. Originally it was Lot 169 in his 423d sale January 
20, 1943, and was one of six or seven covers to Hong Kong from the 
same corresponden~ I sincerely hope it is .K. as it is a beauty. 

The Well rargo cover was in Bob Seigel's sale around 
~arch of this year. Kelleher has seen it and is of the opinion 
that it is genuine. Certain of our "friends" in the business, how
ever, have damned it as a fake. I cannot find any particular data 
to prove or disprove this and I wo uld appreciate your opinion • 

I expect to be in Cincinnati in the near future and hope 
I can get over to Fort Thomas for a visit. The last time I was 
there was about five years ago for a few minutes with Sy Colby. 

Please let me kno1 hat I 01e for these opinions and I 
will send you a check to cover. 

Sincerely, 

J3~a. y~ 
Bruce G. Daniels 

BGD:P 

Ene . 



June 17, 195,. 

Or. Bruoe G. Daniels, 
7 .a or Btl' at. 

Boston <). • 

Dear moe: 

D 6 very uch for yours of th 15th ~1th the t 0 covers 
which J. em r turnLne horo the 

e u~dlng the 'O¢ 860 covor. I a pl aaed to report thot this 
1 EJnuine in every respect em a vory :raro item. ·0 doubt un1que. 
I 0 rlooked this cover entirely b fore the ~O 8 or ol~e I 10ula have hod 
Don send it to me. One of my fr1ends lho h d rne Dond £or GO e other covera 
in tho sale didn't mention this covor bocause he tried to t 1t b ok in 
the 1943 s le und took it for ,r nted th t I !=now all about 1t. In thElt 
sale I Iso overlQoked it end although I had Dan send me a number of covers 
from th t sale this s not ons them. a ncar s I can rEl!: ember I never 
so~ this cover b tore. You ore ro ably CIOTe that D lot of thene Heard 
covers ere sold at a sole in oloG in 193? by Bert Foole. I had u 
estala ue of that 8s1e but this cover e not in the lot. ! suppo e all the 
uper Heard oovers went ost nd l ro Gold at priv to sele ond B(lrt ,-,old a 

lot of the Oulls. 

friond of ine who ottonded Dan's Bole tho 5th wrote me about 
the cover and asked r.1e if I th ueht it was Genuine. He gave e Dort of a 
description of it. For oxanple, th ro e no r to to onr- Kong, that i8, a 
single rate ot ,30¢ Via Soutbampt in 1860. Thore es e 30¢ per ouarter ounoe 
rate by ~renoh 811 but ~hic covvr 1d not go that 'oy. Further, the late 
illiem Hale ho died in the Atlanta Penitentiary is kno.n to hove 'laked this 

particular Boston ing and applied it to voriou valuos of the 1857-1860 
stamps oft cover. For lOur 1nforr.a tlon the 30¢ stamp paid a rate of 6 times 
5¢ U. S. internal under the U. o.-Brltish Treaty. No oubt you 1111 recnll 
h, ing seen cover flith the 5¢ 1857 to .Hong Kong. It lOS eustomary in the 1 to 
1850's on letters to Ho Kong to pay. only fbe 5¢ U. S . internal. Becou'e of 
haavy enclosure this letter required 6 tinos the sinelo r teo This 1s oroved 
by the Brit1sh post e due morkin in nnnuscript oh th face of the oovor hieh 
readS, "b sh.illings 6 pence." I heve endorsed the cover as genuine on the b ck, 
but if yoU do not care for thin you con e~se sarne. 

I 

He rd1~q tho other cover) ~ith tho odd morkin of 10hlgon Barr. I 
em vory dubious about the enuineness at this cov,r but I hasitate to ive a 
detinite op1ni n ro rdin it, os 7£ am not n authority on oel Oalifornia it 8. 

Soma very clever faking of auch itl s 88 do in the p st by Bover 1 ole r 
orooks out there and theT had suft '.c1ent ,knowlod e to make some very oonvinoing 
fokes. Thore ore t 0 people whose opinion l auld value re ord1 vhiS covor -

I 



/,2. Mr. Bruce G. Daniela - July L7, 1'53. 

one in our mutual friend Meal' jessup am the other is W. R. Parker or Oroville. 
It Parker r-ould state it is food or bad I ould not ~uestion his opinion in the 
U.gh'test egree. 

I note that you expect to be in .Cincinnc ti in the n e:cr :future om ! can 
111 be a pleasure to have you run out nd nay me a visit. It i8 
'c urI b ~ oway \,0 '-I'in iii. If.!ttor I.) rt· of t his onth and the early 

est r ... p;erda -



Ip'r, ") 
( ' • -;l 

//I~ (u~C'~w/'~~/fcr#r/ ,Lr/';_ I ~' , 

!J1L1~ F.L, 

\, ' . • 

m7~7~ 
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18 E. FOURTH ST., 

CINCINNATI 2, OHIO 
Ycamore 5763 

June 16, 1953 

Mr. Stanley Ashbrook 
33 N. Ft. Thomas Ave. 
Ft. Thomas, Ky. 

Dear Stan: 

S 70 l 
ROSS 

Wonder is you could help us out on the en
closed item. The owner would like to know 
whether it is legitimate and also what it 
might be worth if it is. 

Lee and I hive both been quite busy since 
last we saw you and haven't been on the 
other side of the Ohio since last Fall. 

If horses appeal to you, perhaps we might 
get together when Lee and I make our annual 
pilgrimage to River Downs. 

WS:LF 
Ene. 

Best regards, 

Warren W. Scholl 

Diy l 5 

3 SERVICE'> ROKERAGE· DISCOUNT POSTAGE· AUCTIONS· PUBLISHERS OF THE MSB OUOTATION BULLETIN 

s 
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Mr. arren • Soholl, 
8470 tllue Ash Road, 

Rosamoyne, Ohio. 

Dear Warren: 

June 18, 1953. 

Yours o~ the 16th reoeived 1ith the B.J. cover whioh I return 
herewith. 

There was 8 post 0~~1ce in the eighteen sixties in Michigan 
by the name o~ NOBLE CENTRE, Branch Co., but this letter was sent sealed 
and there was no suoh a thing as a ~irst-class rate of l¢. Ciroulars 
oould be sent unsealed. with no writing for l¢. The smudge on the stamp 
is very unoonvinoing. About the only good pOints are (1) the manuscript "1 eTn 
does a pear to be in the same ink as the address butthis aight not mean any
thing. (2) the piece of the stamp looks "old," 1~ you can guess what I 
mean. In my opinion, I do not think the item hos much value because I believe 
most any collector would hesitate to put muoh m~ney in it. I am not overlook
ing the fact that while the flap might have been sealed. the left end might 
have been left open, and the enolosure oould have been a newspaper clipping 
or printed circular. 

Someday 1n the ear ~uture when I get my desk cl .ored I intend 
to drive out aad see your new place - I think I would enjoy this more t~an 
spending any time at River Downs. 

1 th best wishe s to Lee and you -

Cordially yours, 

, 

I , . 



18 E. FOURTH ST., 

CINCINNATI 2, OHIO 
To Avoid Delay Use 0 

NEW AD~!'I:CU~ 
8470 BLUafsA fj3~ 

SVoamore 5763 R ROAD 
_______ ~~_ OSSMOYNE, OHIO 

Mr . Stanley Ashbrook 
33 N. Ft. Thomas Ave . 
Ft. Thomas, Ky. 

Dear Stan: 

June 23, 1953 

Thank you for your report on the "Bisect lf 

cover which you returned to us. 

Frankly it didn't look awfully good to us 
but we wanted to make sure we had the right 
information before returning it to the owner. 

Lee will be back in the office sometime next 
week and we both hope you will not be too long 
getting out to see us at our new location. 

We told the owner it would cost hi:n ~ ' 5.00 to 
obtain information on this lot and accordingly 
we are turning the check over to you. 

Cordially, 

Warren W. Scholl 

WS:LF 

3 SERVICES BROKERAGE. DISCOUNT POSTAGE. AUCTIONS' PUBLISHERS OF THE MSB QUOTATION BULLETIN 
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IIr. .arren'. Scholl, 
1'70 Blue Aab Road. 

Ros8I!I07Jl8, Oh i o. 

Dear lerren: 

Thanks ver.y muoh tor your k1nd letter ot the 
23rd with the oheck for 5.'00. This __ totally UB8X

pected but nevertheless verJ much appreciated. 

retums • 

• 0 will be awa,. trom Homo from .Tune ?7th t .Tuly 
5th inclusivo cnd ell i1 ill be held at the local Post 
Oft1ce unt·~ my return. 

th k1n e -t reg rila -

Cordi lly your , 





DARK BROWN. 
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L L Sh nfield . 
% Doherty, Clifford (, Shenfield 

~mpire Stal:e Bldg., 
3.50 FiFth Avenue 

NEW YORK (I) N. Y • 

, 



J\·lil·~· 
~.~.J\. 
qr.qr.~.l!. 

3Jark 1.E. tllnlrlltltOrtl1 
Philatelic Deale,., and B,.,oke,., 

102 ~earon ~trl!et 

~o5ton 16, ~a55acqu5ett5 

June 19, 1955 

Hr. Stanley B. Ashbrook 
55 North Ft. Thomas Averrue 
Fort Thomas, Kentucky 

Dear stan, 

qr.~.!-

!--~.J\. 
~.~.~.3jJ.~. 

I shall be glad to send along the 50¢ 1869 as soon as it reaches 
me though same may not be for several months. Thanks for your refer
ence to your "stamps" ad in 1949 offering the Brooks cover. I shall 
attempt to find a copy. 

Enclosed are 6 off-cover and 4 on-cover ll¢ 1851-7 items on 
which I would appreciate your eY~nation and opinion confirming or 
rejecting the types noted on them. 

I am also enclosing trTO Confederate 2¢ brown covers. The nice 
one with clear Richmond, Virginia,postmark has just been declared a 
fake b.Ythe C.S.A. ert Co~~ttee after extensive examination and 
reference to Richmond mown postmark • Evidentally they found no 
postmark identical to this and therefore concluded it is not genuine 
though apparently it is not similar to any recorded fake cancel either. 
Larry ShelLfield asked me to send him a photo and I wonder if you could 
make about four copies of a photo for me for which I shall be glad to 
pay you. Also, any comments you care to make regarding the cover will 
be appreciated as I secured it in the Hayden Hyer collection which I 
secured from Cole so that its source W~bout as good as one could 
expect. The postmark tying the 2¢ broy 0 the other cover doesn't 
look quite right to me even though Shenfield has concluded that it is 
a double strike and O.K. Your examination and opini on on it ¥lould also 
be appreciated. 

Advise your fee on the above and I shall remit promptly as usual. 

With best wishes, 

c:=.:..J 
~·::Sr 



r 
I . 

l, 1 • 



· . 
Doherty, Clifford, Steers & Shenficld, Inc., 350 Fifth Avenue, New York 1, N. r. 

June 30th, 1953 

Dear Jackr 

I was sorry to hand you the bad nelfS on the 2¢ 
bro"RIl cover. 

I should he happy to have you propose a scale 
of fees on behalf of the C.S.A. You are in a splendid 
posi tion to do eo since you have made such full, and I 
presume profitable, use of the servioe. Why don't you 
write a formal letter to Crigler and ask that the matter 
he given action. For your information, Messrs. Ashbrook 
and MacBride and I have discuFsed this fr~quently and we 
are fo!' 1 t but the rna tter haR ne,rer officially been 
hrought before the C.S.A. 

I have the photographs from Ashbrook of the two 
covers and I thank ~'ou for them. '. 

With kind regards -

Mr. Jack E. Molesworth 
102 Beacon Street 
Boston 16, Massachusetts 

cc IIr. Stanley B. A"'hbrook 
r. Van Dyke acBride 

LLS 



J\.:f,J.j&. 
~.:f,J.J\. 
QI.QI.~.l!. 

3Jark 1£. illnlt1ilUnrtq 
Philat.elic Deale1" and B1"oke1" 

102 ~l?acol1 ~trl!et 

~ostOl1 16, 2Bffussad,u£letts 

June 25, 1955 

?<1r . Stanley B. Ashbrook 
55 North Ft. Thomas Avenue 
Fort Thomas, Kentucky 

Dear stan, 

QI.j&.J\. 
J\..'!ft.J\.. 

~.;N • .;o..¥-~. 

7--------

Many thanks for your prompt reply on the items submitted last 
week. Enclosed is my check for '7 to cover your very modest fee. 

I greatly appreciate your additional comments on the 2¢ brown 
cover and feel your observation with regard to the ink, the freshness 
of the stamp as opposed to the stains on the cover, etc. are far more 
convincing evidence of the cover's spurious nature than the indication 
of the expert com:ri.ttee that the postmark was not of a known type. The 
cover is now in my personal fake collection. Incidentally, I './Quld 
greatly appreciate your sending an additional photograph for me to 
forward to the collector to whom I had sold this cover and to whom 
I have since made full ref'und with apologies. 

Your comments -...rith respect to IIEnochsll are quite understandable 
and appreciated. I have heard from other sources that Hayden j\1yer was 
not too liberal a spender al1d therefore can understand that he may 
have been stuck with the 2¢ brown cover thinking that he was getting a 
very great bargain. In view of its clever nature I guess it is quite 
understandable tl1at Cole missed it also. 



-, 
A. E. GUENTHER 

63B AUDUBON AVENUE 

MOUNT LEBANON 
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Mr. A. E. Guenther, 
638 Audubon Avenue. 

Mount Lebanon, 
Pittsburgh 34, Pa. 

Deer Mr. vuenther: 

l~ was nice to heer from you again. 

lune ~4, 1953. 

Ro - the 5¢ 1.847 cover which I am returning herewith. I noticed 
this in the }i'ox sale and sent for it and made a photograph, a print of 
which I enclose herewith with my compliments. L3st month, when I ex
amined it. I wos unable to make out the town, so I put on the oover in 
pencil - '1(y. tovm'?" On lurther examination tho strike beems to be 
IlBARDSTo\:1'l, Ky, It and perhaps "Deo. 4'1 (18.50). Whoever mailed the letter 
must have bueo well known to the Postmaster as he evidently oharged l4¢ 
to her account and forwarded the letter to Uew York 8S PAID, - the "ll" 
in red was a No ~ York m~ rking. 

I wonder if' you noted the name of the addressee? It is .Toseph 
Holt. who as apPointed postmaster goneral by President Buohanan in 18.59. 
Holt was a Kentuckian and a strong Union ~an. Incidentally, he was educated 
at St. Joseph's College at Bardstown, Ky. and made a trip to Europe in 18.50, 
so a biography of him stctes. Bardstown 1s quite a historio old KentuoKY 
town and many of 1 ts early settlers were }'rench catholics. 

'~e 1'1nd thnt New York did not postmark: a lot of foreign mail 1n the 
early tifties that did not or1ginate there. This is a typ1cal example -
merely the oredi t of' 19 ¢ to Great Dri taln. 

This letter was forwarded to Alexandria "Via A~arseillos" and the 
postage due there appears to have been tt2/r' or t\70 shillings one pence. 
I wonder if it was sent undAr separate cover from lexandria to Ca1ro? This 
is oertainly a very interesting covor. 

V'1th every good wish -

Cordially yours, 

(28-6) 





, 
MATTHEW E. HAZELTINE, M.D. 

W. SCOTT POLLAND, M.D. 

HOWARD HAMMOND JR., M.D. 

ARNOLD A. NUTTING, M.D. 

AUSTIN W. LEA, M.D. 

ALBERT BUILDING 

SAN RAFAEL. CALIFORNIA 

TELEP'HONE GLENWOOD 4·2451 

.. ! 
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THE BRITISH PHILATELIC ASSOCIATION, LTD. 

EXPERT DEPARTMENT 

The foUowina .. the poIl'IicuJ.n mel _ of the &pen Dep.t. 
mau:-

Stampo wiD be nctived by or OIl behalf 01 the C ._ _ the 
folJowina _:-

AU .... po _ or IUbmitted obalI be • the riok 01 the DMmI>er Mot- ·lIi.,. 
the __ for opiDioa. 

The c-.mittee ....,. cIediDe 10 ex..- uy opiaiaa upoG uy ....., 
..&mitted. 
Sc.Dpo wiD 0IlIy be' 8CCepCecI &om -a-. mel --. 01 .AIiIi.Md 
Soc:ieciea. 

Scale of Charges, including Certmcate and Photograph: 
}o.{o phOtOgT4ph is given in the case of fOTgeries, etc. 

For specimens quoted in Messrs. Stanley Gibbons' 
catalogue at £25 each or under in value which 
are pronounced genuine 4a. 6d. each. 

For specimens quoted at £26 and under £50 61. Od. each. 
For specimens quoted at £50 or upwards lOs. 6d. each. 

Where no catalogue quotation is given the charge will be on the 
highest scaJe. 

In all cases in which the Committee aTe as ed to 

Stamps which are genuine, but prove to be a common variety 
instead of the catalogue number under which they were submitted, 
and do not merit a photograph, will be charged at the lowest rate, 
less 1/-. 

Blocks and covers will be charged according to the work involved 
and the sW! of the photograph required. 

S$ens pronounced not to be !(fuine will be charged 2a. 6d. 
each, anwbell a\liCba1jed or overprin 31. 9d. each. 

In all caBe4 where the applicant for a certificate requires an answer 
to a particular question, and the Committee are unable to give a 
definite opinion, a fee of Is. will be charged to cover the postages and 
apenaes. 

The above charges are subject to revision. 
Stamps should be sent for opinion, together with co.t of return 

.-.. and registration. to 
Hon. Secretary, Expert Dept., B.P.A., 

3, Semers St., London, W.l. 
Tho Council of tho British Phil ... lic Auociation Ltd . and tho m<m~n of tho !!aport 

ComaUaee can acorpc: no liabaity or penon&! r~.~ibility for Rams- .ubmiaed for 
opinion. AU Kampe IUbmjeud mu.Jt ~ at eendu', n.k throu~t. No raponaibihty can 
be KUpkd f(W any opinion upr~d by the: EsC ComnuttH .. &0 thc: eenu.iomal or 
=--~Qt-:;~ '=Ji~~ltud to t and aubmiuion of ltampe 1« opi.nion 

• 



THE BRITISH PHILATELIC ASSOCIATION, LTD. 

EXPERT DEPARTMENT 

The folJowina are the perticuJ.n aDd __ of the Expert o.p.t. 
meDt:-

St.m~ will be receivecI by or OD be&.If of the c--e- _ die foUowina __ :-
AD _~ _ or oubmitted IIha1I be lit the rial< of the ...................... 
the _ for opi.u-. 

The Committee DIllY decIiae to ~ ... y opiDioa u,- .." -.. 
IUbmitted. 
~ will ~ be' 8CCIOptecI &om ..-ben aDd ---.. of A&..d 
Soc:ietiea. 

Sc. e of Charges, including Certificate aud Photograph: 
N.o photograph is given in the C4Se of forgeries. etc. 

For specimens quoted in Messrs. Stanley Gibbons' 
catalogue at £25 each or under in value which 
are pronounced genuine <4s. 6d. each. 

For specimens quoted at £26 and under .£50 65. Od. each. 
For specimens quoted at .£50 or upwards lOs. 6d. each. 

Where no catalogue quotation is given the charge will be on the 
highest scak. 

In all ClUeS in which the Committee 4re at ed to 

Stamps which are genuine, but prove to be a common variety 
instead of the catalogue number under which they were submitted, 
and do not merit a photograph, will be charged at the lowest rate, 
less 1/-. 

Blocks and covers will be charged according to the work involved 
and the site of the photograph required. 

Sst~ pronounced not to be !juine will be charged 28. 6d. 
each, an when sucCJWge4 or overprin 38. 9d. each. 

In all caaes where the applicant for a certificate requira an answer 
to a particular question, and the Committee are unable to give a 
definite opinion, a fee of Is. will be charged to cover the postages and 
apen8es. 

The above charges are subject to revision. 
Stamps should be Itnt for opinion, together with coet of rdUnl 

.,.,.... and regj..tration, to 

Hon. Secretary, Expert Dept., B.P.A., 

3, Berners St., London, W .l. 
Tbo Council of tho British Phil ... lic Auociation Ltd ..... d tho membe .. of tho BKpert 

~ AI1~~~~b~:7. ~ r.=r·~·:t:k".e~,,:. ot;.:'~==:::' 
be acccpood for any opinion ""-d by tho Expert Commi ......... tho .... uinmrM .. 
=-~~ ~~d to than and aubmiKion of ItMnpe for opinion 
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THE BRITISH PHILATELIC ASSOCIATION, LTD. 

EXPERT COMMfITEE 

3 BERNBRS STREBT. 

LONDON. lV.I. 2 ( ~ 19 

The Committee is of the opinion that the 

SiAl'S 

d 
~~ ~ ~ , ~d Sq : 9/, 

'Thu obinion u \!ivrn subject to the conditioru 
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THE BRITISH PHILATELIC ASSOCIATION, LTD. 

EXPERT COMMITTEE 

3 BERNERS STREET, 

LONDON, W.l._~_~ ___ 19 

The Commjttee is of the opinion that the 

UNtie:ll SiAiES ____ I~_~_~~/~,-' -----

.f~ . IS' lSi . 

'This obinion is (!iven sub ject to the conditions 



MIMOItANDUM nOM 

Majer W.B. tapp.K.C •• 
SUbuJ7-on-ru.. •• 

Dear lfajor 'l'apPI 

18/4/61. 

I write to add to the B.P.A. 
Certitioate No.17159 an a USA 30 0 1860, 
S.a.91 , on 0 , er that in ~ opinion the Itaap 
be1oaS' to the oo~r and ha. been there .inoe 
the time 'the letter .. at throuSh the "i1. trom 
Saa Praaoi.oo,0I1., to EnS1and. The OOTer p1u • 
• taap repre.ent. a tine example ot that rather 
rare u.e ot the 30 0 1860 trom the ~oitio Coa.t 
to a tore1p oountr)". It 11 a perteot1y s.uine 
it_. 

Your. Iinoere1y 

~ 
Otto K. A. Ba~her. 

THE WISTMINSTIIl STAMP CO.Ui. 
1\e ~ ....... ia U.u. .... 

DOINCY HOUa. 1-t 



"~er •. B.fa".~C •• 
IDS __ -"-e •• 

Dear "~er ~'P. . 
I wrlt. to a4d to t~. B.P.A. 

OIrt1tl .. _ •••• 11159 OB a USA 30 0 1850, 
8.CI.91. _ . 0 .... 1' that 1a .., oplal_ t~ •• tUlp 
b.1-ca h tM ..... 1' aII4 baa boa t~.1'0 lill" 
-- tiM tho lotter .... t)uooqh th. -11. tr. 
a.. ""'.b ••• Cl1 •• to .,laad. Th. oerror p1u • 
.... rapr •• at. a tl .. uaap1 • • t that rather 
rare 11.. .t _kG ao • 11eo tr_ t~. PaoUl0 C ... t 
• a t.l'.lp 0-1117. It 10 a port"UT ,.ula. 
It.. 
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luly 3. 1953. 

~ r. Philip G. Rust, 
~ 

Route 5. 

Thomasville. Georgia. 

Dear Yr. Rust: 

Herewith the three lots fram the Robson Lole, London, sale 

of lune 10th, Nos. 136, 146 and 147. I made a vor,y carotul examination 

of these and am pleased to report that eaoh one 1a genuIne in ever,y 

respect. I sIgned each one on the beck and you will find an analysis 

of each. I also made photogranhs and will send prints later. My tee 

is $5.00 per covor and charge slip is enclosed herewith. 

With eVRry good wish -

Cordially yours, 

I 

f 



· I 

Lot 136. A genuIne cover - signed on the beck. 
Regarding 8jor Tapp' s desoription, omost or it is correct but some ststements are 
inoorrect. .l"or eXBlIlple, this did not travel "by sea" to Boston, also the state
ment that the H.S. of 3 of the "BRICK RED" came from "the sixth row" is surely 
incorrect 8S the 5~ Type I, Plate No. 1 has never been plated and thus there 1s no 
way that I know of to identify rows from which a strip such as this originated. 
The '.~." in BLACK is not unusual, and the Mejor's statement that the rate wes 
not fully paid to destination is in error. There was no postage due trom the 
addressee. The ~eigllt \'I8S not over 3/4 ounce. The "P.D." was French applied and 
indicated ''Postage Paid To Destination. II Thia is specified in the U.S.-French 
Postal Treaty of 1857. The rate was 15~ ~r 1/4 oz. - Thus this was a f'triple" 
ot 3 x 15¢, i.e., over 1/2 but not over 3/4 oz. The red "36" is the U. S. c ~ edlt 
to France of "1§.1' as the U. S. share of the rate as only 3 x 3¢, as the only 
service performed by the U.S. P.C.D. was to transmit this letter from N.O. to 
Boston and put it aboard a British Mail Ship (Cunard) bound for Liverpool. We 
paid the French and they aid the British tor transmission to the Frenoh frontier. 

Re _ the Major's plating of the lC~ 1857 strip, whethor his 66-76-86Rl is ~rrect 
was not checked by me. 

l signed) 
J"uly 3. 1953 



Lot 146. An exceedingly rare and valuable cover. 
First, regarding the plate positions. I checked the 
6,Ll, 75Ll t 85Ll, and found the plate posit i ns correct. 
third, (63Ll-73Ll-8}Ll). 

strips 64Ll-74Ll-84Ll, 
I did not check the 

This letter represented a 6 x 15¢ rate fully paid, from New Orleans to French 
destination ( eight was over l~ oz. but not over li oz). This letter as for-

arded :trom New Orleans, La. on lTov. ?,. 18,8 - :trom Nelf York on Tuesday, Nov. 
30, i858, and from Boston on .ednesday. Dec. 1, 1858 (no Boston arklng). The 
large "72" as the credit of 72¢ to the French P.O.D. - the U. S. share of the 
rete be1n 3 t per 1/4 oz. or 6 x 3¢ - 18¢. Thore W(lS no French postage due on 
this letter as stated by Uajor lapp. 

This cover 1 genuino in overy respect and 1s s~ed on the back. 

July 3, 1953 



.. 

.. 
'\ 
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Lot 147. 'l'his cover 1s genuine 1n every respect and is signed on the back. 
This was a double rate l2 x l5~) (over 1/4 oz. but not over 1/2 oz.). ~rom 
New Orleans, Nov. 17, lSS8, end fran New ork on ednesday, 11ov. ?4. 1868, 
by British Packet (Cunard) to Liverpool. The "24" in the red New York post
mark: represents the U. S. Credit to Jfrance ot 24~. 

.July 3, 1953 
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«;~t !to~aI J qilattlic jocitfl. JDn~On. 

EXPERT COMMITTEE 
-

We have examined the enclosedl!.~.~PY!. .!./~. 
/ 1f.'~'~T ... I.Q.~ .. : .. 'jJ:.~ .~~ .. r ••• fj .. ::r. ... Tyft..L., . .f~t.f.~ ... r~YI:!. ¢.~ sA~ 

1 j;~{~;; ... :;::tie ... @ .. ~t-!:f'1:~t(·~!d{it.~ej 
" ' , StamJn, sent by. 

oj which a Ph 

ojopinion h'J ~ (..~ ~~~. 
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EXPERT COMMITTEE 
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Kr. Stan1ey Be Ashbrook 
33 N. Ft. Thomas Avenue 
Fort Thomas, Ky-. 

Dear Stan: 

PHILIP H. WARD. JR. 

,e,e WALNUT STREET 

PHILADELPHIA :3 

J~ 29, 1953 

For your further intol'Dlation I would advise that I am going to 
prepare an artie1e in the nart several. months tor possible publication in the 
- American Philatelist-, g:l ving a resume of all Postal Lawa & Regulations !rom the 
first and listing the publishers, etc. Since working at the Post Otfice library 
I find that they have a photostat coW, page by page, of the Postal Laws ot 1804. 
This consists ot 70 pages, printed in Washington tor the Post Office, printer not 
mentioned. I also see that the so-called P. L. & R. ot 1827 is nothing more than 
a 7 page pamphlet quoting the new .Act approved Karch 2, 1827. This was distributed 
to Postmasters. The so-called Laws ot 1863 is nothing more than a report prepared 
tor a Committee ot Congress, namely' the COJJmittee of Post Offices and Post Roads. 
The Goveraaent copy- has written on the flyleat "Not Adopted-. Six hundred copies 
were prepared-five hundred for the House of Representatives and one hundred. tor 
the Post Office. Naturall.y had this been Post Office Laws, a larger quantity would 
have been printed in behalt ot the Post Otfice Departaent. I also find that the 
La1r8 ot 1872 is nothing more than a th1rty--two page pamphlet in which a Committee 
ot three appointed b7 the Postmaster General gave their report relating to the 
·Postal Sernce as revised, siaplitied, arranged and consolidated". The Library ot 
Congress also has 1800 and 1808, which I have not as y-et seen. 

I spent a good part of last week in Washington, intending to com
plete ~ copying of the early letters. I am now going to endeavor to locate the 
press copy replies of the Post Office which are not in the library! al.t~~ugh they' 
have the bound press copies of the Postmaster General, the tirstJ~ ah<f'"rourth 
Assistants, the Chiet Cleric and the auditor. We do not knOll what. has happened to 
those from the Tbird Assistant but the next time I &ill in Washington I will endeavor 
to see what happened. to them. They also have sane 10,000 photographs, some originals 
and some copies. I noticed a picture entitled "The Pony Express" and another illus
trating the first train to carry o. S. mail. None of these have Bn7 markings on the 
back, so we will have to hunt up elsewhere what they real.l.Jr covered. They have been 
accumulating in the Post Office for ;rears and no one sees to know wtv' they have th_ 
or where they came fran. On the two just mentioned there was printed on the plate on 
one "The Pony Express" and on the other "The First Train to Carry !lail". I imagine I 
am going to find quite a few attractive pieces. 

While in Washington I saw Barry Lindquiet, who stopped in the Post 
Oftice to visit me, and he suggested that 1113 articles in lIJ(ekeel's" be put together 
and published in either the "A.p.n or "The Collectors Club Philatelist", where they
would be better preserYed. I em going to do this 1dth the main articles, such a8 
those on the Overland Ma:U, on the Postal Laws, and I will possibly get together those 



-2-

that have been written up in "lIekeel.' s·_ bring th_ into a chronological order 
and them publish the stories in a monthly aagasine. I doubt whether it would be 
necessa.r.1 to publish then in pamphlet fom although when the "A.F. It have them set 
up I can get Stowell to run out a few tor private distribution to those_ like ;your
self, who would especial.1y' like to have thEm in' same compact torm. I have obtained 
muoh more intomation that has not been pgbl1abed and I will possibly carry these 
out tor the next Tear or t., in "Mekeel f s". 

I note TOU 'have written Jessup and will anxiouslY await advice 
as to 1fbat he has to say. I am sure Frank knew what he was talking about and he 
certainl.y is not one to oonvey- tala fo tion. 

PHILIP H. WARD, JR. 
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744 BROAD STREET 

NEWARK 2, NEW JERSEY 

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook, 
33 North Fort Thomas Ave., 

Fort Thomas, Kentucky. 

Dear Stan: 

July 30th, 1953. 

Your fine letter of July 26th serves to further prove how 
excellent and thorough a student you arel It seems to pretty well wind 
up the case of the Alston cover, and I shall gladly add it to the 
photographs thereof and pu~-aI1 DrmYo reference files for future 
use. As you well point ~t,- Dllfcb: LD! Lt is necessarily pure theory, but 
as is true in so many cases I ,;lie-liaveto cb'Q.ple theory with logic and 
hope tba t we ha. ve di/()V~ed the tr, ue s ~ry. ( "" ",,, ) 

h' - > 

I continue -Co a:gr~e nat- there was n.o.thing to iniicate tba t 
the cover ever originated in the Confederacy, and it may well have been 
that this Lt. Alston , ~s ~re~y a visitor ~t Fo~t_ Lafayette. However, 
we will all keep a watchfUt ete, out for f~ther possible developments. 
I will probably use the cQVer 1.11 my stor¥' on Fort Lafayette, as one of 
the Civil 'War prisonA ;n ___ New Y9-rk, . - 'Wh~IJ.e.ver I get around to writing it. 
Covers addressed to Fort Daf~tt~ ~or ~dentifiable as having been sent 
from there, are ve1rr s carc-e thi~s, ~n4 th~t Is the reason I 'Will use 
this ona now, - with an a~'ea~-te_~xpl.anat!Qn ot ,its shortcomings. Inci-
dentally, Jack Moles'tforth ~O , () the- cover writes that he has decided 
to keep it for his own reference :OOlleetion. , 

., )('""" 1 ..A r )" 'l 
You may n()~ve beard of : the, bad news about old Gus Dietz, 

but he recently had to go., tQ, ,a- r :t~p~ ,ho!:J~ tal for an operation for 
cancer of the mol).th. I hea::tli ~~aU.on was successful and that he is 
at home recuperating, - and that~he outlook for him is reasonably good. 
An even sadder story is that of his son August Jr., - a particularly fine 
and capable fellow, - who has now long been in the hospital with a serious 
disease of the spina, - and for whom I understand the outlook is pretty 
bad. All this m s of course brought the work we have been doing on the 
new edition of the Dietz Catalog, entirely to a standstill, - and as of 
the present writing I don't know when and ho'w it will be taken care of. 

My very best to you, as always. Regardsl 

MacB/HK 
c. c.: L.L.Shenfield 

Sincerel~~ 

V / · ;; 

{ 

,/ 
// 



744 BROAD STREET 

NEWARK 2, NEW JERSEY 

Mr. stanley B. Ashbrook, 
33 North Fort Thomas Ave., 

Fort Thomas, Kentucky. 

Dear stan: 

June 18th, 1953. 

I don't know that I have any important 
comments to make on your letter of ~une 11th to Larry about 
that cover we have b~n~$tudlYitlg, but a you asked me to do so 
in yours of June 16tp.~ I ' do .suggest- the;- following for further 
consideration. I 

/ -
In your-retter .y-ou s~y that '"British pos-

tage must have been P.a.1d" but that you had no explanation as to 
how it was done p It seems to me that tbe red crayon ""4ft indi
cated the British postage due1 from Nassau to New York, - as in 
the case of the other covers in my S~AMP SPECIALIST article, and 
the otheIS referred to in my lette~ tQ you of June 9th. The harrl
st~ped Due 411 1$ ~-w; tOf lD;e, 'Q.qt I also advanceda possible theory 
as to its usage inr tha't( ~e l~t~. /I 

As 1: sa1.d therein I )fas greatly puzzled about 
the 1JDue 2- written on this (!over in b'lhe pencil. It is entirely 
theoretical, but c~uld it not have rep~esen~ed the fee due the 
ship captain far br*nging the cover either from the Confederacy to 
Nassau or from Nassau ~o New Yojk? The- thing I find must puzzling 
on this cover, is the use oLtlte_l}.8-. '3~ stamp canceled "STEAMSHIP". 
You apparently believe that this stamp was one of two such stamps 
originally on that letter, and that forms the basis for your opinion 
that it traveled by U.S. mail steamship at a lO¢ rate, - and thus 
4¢ was due from the addressee. Then later you admit that you have 
no explanation as to how .these two U.S. 3¢ stamps got put on the 
letter. Are there definite evidences that they were ever there 
at all? Originally it was Larryts opinion that both of the present 
stamps were 1fplantedtf on the cover, ani that the "STEAMSHIP" cancel 
appeared to be fake-tied thereon. 
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If neither of these stamps originally be
longed on this cover, then it was a stamples§ cover, - such as 
those I wrote about and referred to, and was sent as a ftship 
letterft postage due, and with a fee due the ship captain. 

1r:farikly, this seems to me to be the most likely explanation of 
it. 

I continue to make no claim a t all that 
it ran the Confederate blockade, - but it may have done so. 
Locating Lt. Alston as a Confederate army or mvy officer would 
of course increase that probahllity, but would still not be con
clusive proof. In any event, it seems most unlikely that he 
could have been a Union officer. 

My bestl 

Sincerely, 

MacB/HK 

c.f.: L.L.Shenfield 

P.S. Suppose you saw the enclosed announcement that I plan to 
sell most of my Confederate stamps ani covers, in last week's 
STAMPS. There will of course be some mighty nice things in it, 
and I hope you'll atterrl the sale in New York next October wtth 
a pocketful of big bids1 



Doherty, Clifford, Steers & Shenjield, Inc., 350 Fifth Avenue, New York 1, X. 1': 

3un 22, 1 53 

D r Jaoka 

I' return her."ith the co er whioh have been 
hold1n. It has been examined by the ntire oorami tte end 
the opln1 1. as follow81-

1. nte cover ahould not be claa ed as .. "BLOCXJDE" 
cover. 

2. There is lie ch'ou .ta:nt1&l evidenoe that it 
.migh t have originated wi thin the Con ted era t.. 
state.. n ever, we cannot a thenticate a oover 
on circ:rua.t&nUal evidenoe partieularl,. wh n -

3. 'lbe cover haa b en aanlpulated - t.~a 3' tamp 
uy not belong and 08 ta1nly the Contedera 
atuap doea not b lon. It i. poas! Ie th tit 
as a 8tal3plesR cove!' 861\t fro. assau to elf' 

Yori • 

4. ttl re 1s no 1'itcor in the arohive. that Lieut. 
11 ton wa & prisoner • 

••••• 
Th r for., 10U we!'. f rreetl, r1 ht in h 1ng eu 

piciou. of thi cover. 

r. J ok E. 
102 D con 
Boston 16, 

ec Stanley B. Ashbrook 
Van Dyk MacBride 



June 19, 19.53. 

r. L. L. Shenfie1d, 
3.50 Fifth Ave., 

!lew Yorte 1, .Y. 

Dear Lor17: 

I egree lOO~ tb t the Alston cover should not be clAssed De 
e 'fBlDCKADE," es the eVidence iu too oircumstantial. I do think, he ever, 
th't it ml t have origin ted Ithin the Contederacy end therefore 
classed as a ossible. 

I run 'Iery hesi tent to Te an opinion on an it e here the 
e'lldence 1s not conclusi'le. It is far better to refuse an opinion than 
to do any GUess1ng • 

• 1th regards -

CordIally your" 

Co Y to Mec 



Doherty, Clifford, Steers & Slumfield,Inc. 
ADVERTISING cc. to Mr. MacBride 

350 FIFTH AVENUE· Empire State Building. NEW YORK 1, N. Y. 

June 16, 1953. 

Dear stan: 

I have yours of the 11th with the logical explanation 
of the Cover that I sent you, and thanks for its return. 

In substance I agree with your findings, but since 
there is no positive proof that this Cover originated in the 
South, am I correct in assuming that you will not call it a 
Blockade Cover without any qualification? A s you know, I 
do not believe the Authentication Committee should authenticate 
items on .subp.tantial evidence. Do you agree? 

c\ fCo~J 

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook, 
33 N. Ft. Thomas Ave., 
Ft. Thomas, Kentucky. 

Yours very J Y' 

l~~ _ 

TELEPHONE: BRyant 9-0445 



Doherty, Clifford, Steers & Shen.field,Inc. 
ADVERTISING 

350 FIFTH AVENUE • Empire State Building. NEW YORK 1, N. Y. 

Dear Stan: 

June the eighth 
1 9 5 3 

I enclose the so-called Blockade Cover and I give 
you herem th the opinion that Mac and I hold of it -

(1) There is no proof whatsoever that it is a Blockade 
Cover. The 3¢ 1861 and the lO¢ Confed seem obvious
ly planted on the cover. 

(2) It seems to be a "Due" letter from Nassau to N.Y. 
addressed to Fort Lafayette. 

(3) The only thread that might connect it with a Southern 
origin is the name of the addressee - "Alston", r;hich 
Mac connects .Ti th a Southern family. Personally I 
consider that very thin. 

(4) Since the mails between Nassau and U.S. were open all 
during the War it could be only an ordinary letter 
from someone in Nassau sent to a Lieutenant in the 
U.S. Army stationed at Fort Lafayette. 

(5) All the marY~ngs on the cover appear to be okay except 
the application of the stamps . 

~ill you kindly give us your valued opinion. 

Be~ regards , 

P.S. Have you been following the burblings and garglings 
of Hubbell in Weekly Philatelic Gossip. The more I read of 
him the less I like your nomination. This fe110 can add 
nothing buta dealer's attitude to the work of the CSA. t7hile 
he has done a lot to publicize Confederates as a dealer he 
brings no stature to the CSA. 

TELEPHONE: BRyant 9-0445 



r. L. L. Shent1eld, 
, pire St te Bldg., 

Re York 1, N.Y. 

Ueer Larry: 

J"une 7, 1953. 

Further referring to your lette of the 26th regarding the cover 
fro 8BS8U to ¥ort L t yetta. I h v been so busy in the past everal 

cial r t at I did not h ve ti to 1 e pecinl tten
Bubj ct. In dditlon, the photostat 1 EO poor I lt bit 
to ke ny Q ent. 

\ 

h to 3.nd e a co y of his l.tter 0 you eted 
1s I have e retully noted nd lander if 

ee ch for granted. 

or c ursa, I up aae to is could h ve been a cover that originated 
in tho ~onredAracy but there 1s no flctu 1 proof that it did. I ondering 
ho ae ould explain the r te? illy the Du 4" ac offers the 8 estion 
th t this i ht hava .een a stanpless co er but if so, then hy the Due 4? 
Of co rs , th re is tt he lightest doubt but hat t a cov r i not s it 

origin 11y - it surely h s b fixed. I think I oan f.'ully explain the 
cov r, uut before doine 0 I auld like to s e the cover itself or a real 

ood photo r ph at it. 

To state that this as e block de cover originating in th Conteder cy 
oul be nure specul t ·n, e on if it was definitely established that the 

addr.essee s Confederate prisoner of wer. ror all kno a preAent, he 
might have been a Federal office stationed t Fort Lafayette. 

Perhaps To P s could S.t a line on hi r Records." 

I will drnit th t the envelope looks like 1 d end the 
trai t line could 1ndicat that the addres e B no lon er contined t ort 

Lafayette. Does t~e art Hamilton indic t he was cantin d there arch 2, 18651 
One thing 1s e cinch, that Conred t ~ ever sed on this cover. 

I sending 8 eopy of this letter to ae and it I may otfer a bit ot 
advice it wo ld bo thi - ae don't ~lte this cover up until you can explain 
tully the vidence that the cover ltselt presents. In other words, the key s
lhy the Due and her as i applIed? 

ith be t B -, , 





, 

r. V n Dy .acBri a, 
744 road St., 

Ne ark 2, N.J. 

Dear ec: 

Juno 5. 19,3. 

. 11 nb. vary uch for y urs of the 27th. 

log nU.I tl I f B U cover. .. a r1 ting LeTry inquiring 
if thera i' any chance that h can horm thi co ar ~or BO tlat 
len :ake I Good )hoto ra h of it. 

Thanku for tho tip on the Patriuk bo • I havo ordt, d 
.copy. 

Ii th ,t s -

Cor 1ally you"t'S, 



May 27th, 1953. 

r. L. L. Shenf1 d, 
350 Fifth Avenu , • 

Ner' York 1, U. ~. 

Dear Larry: 

Tha t Naesau-to-New York cover is certainly interesting. The sad 
p rt is that it as a mighty nice 1tQtl1 ';hien has just. l5~:en injured. by the 
faker who put on the st s. 

in my 0 inion it IS a blockade cover, - in tl~t it doubtless origi
nated in tha ConfBderacy and Tin the blockade to Nc.;.ssau frOJn where the cover 
travelled in tine regulul" stesnsh1p mails to f1e-w York. Of course ",here 1s 
nothing on it to definit y identify that, except it 1.s addressed to cap
tured Conteaerate officer im~risoned in Fort Lafa~ tte, N.Y. That is vhy I 
especially reg~ret that the cov r. has been doctored up, for :!..t is the only 
one 1. recall haVing sean addrfUH;H:Hi to Fort Lll!a.yettet 

Even as it is, I sh&il probably want <to refer to' it and perhap il
lustra.te it in an ~rticle on For t La.faye~te, in m.y s aries on "Prisoner-of
War COy rs .from Prisons in and near New: York City" in the AP. So, 1 tts 
keep track of th1a cov r and rim out what happens to 1 after i goes bac:k 
to th de ler "rho sumitt~d it to you. I might even be willing to buy it 
It sis» rem~ehe at ps, and try to return it to its !)robable ori 
conU.tlon. 

I think you will reaall that I own an example of a cOVer "/hie h tra
veIled.this way, - mine could be identified as orig1 ting in Charleston, 
S.C. t went to Na sau, and then to NelT York CitY. It too was ' stampless, -
probably originally being In another envelope as far as Nassau. Inciden
tally, the postmarks on this one do e.ppear to be O.K. J as you say, aoo they 
all tie togeth r. However, I nont t think I ever saw the "NOT CALLED FOR 
Urm:rrOWN. hamstamp before, - do you think that one is O.K.? Also .. what are 
th098 ~~ endorsements on it which appear faintly in the ;photostat~ - one 
apparently raaus "Paid" something" and on the bac~ i ~ anet h r word beginning 
with an "R". 

I " 11 be interested to hear what Stanley thinks of this and hope he 
\111i $end me a. ooPy of hie reply t 'o you, - also lIould li-te your ftirth r 
comments. 

As Ever, 

~/~~ ) 

cB/mt 
• c.c.: S.B. stlJ rook • • 

/ 



' r. L •• Shenf1 ld, 
350 ifth v •• 

New York 1, H. Y. 

De r Larry: 

fro 'OSB 

the cOYer its 
co r, but it i 
If pos ibJ.e I .oul 
t'rr"lnt nd baok . 

Al'o t} 

of ay 26t d the photost t of the cov r 
• 186. I 8J!1 :ondarin 11' I could et a look at 

n't think th t this 0 n possibly b 0 bl eka e 
d to p 6S an 0 inion f.ro sue 1 a poo pi otost t . 
Uk, t berr the i.t mel make Good photogrs] 

cop of your letter to r. Crigl r . 
or on this Bubj t lEtte • 

• ith kind st r g rds -

Cordially you • 



Doherty, Clifford, Steers &- Shen.field,Inc. 
ADVERTISING 

350 FIFTH AVENUE. Empire State Building • NEW YORK 1, N. Y. 

May 26, 1953 

Dear Stan: 

I send you herewith photostats of front 
and back of a cover sent to the Authentication Commit
tee by a dealer. The 3¢ 1861 bears the two line 
Steamship but this cancel appears to be fake tied at 
the left with a little blob of painting. The Confed 
is a K&B unused tucked under the 3¢ and the word 
"Steamll which should be tied does not. 

Aside from the stamps, all of the markings 
seem normal. Of course the guy thinks it is a Blockade 
Cover sent from the South through Nassau to New York. 
In my opinion it is a stampless from Nassau with either 
a stamp removed and these two stamps substituted or with 
no markings other than the red crayon "4" over the "Due 
21t in blue crayon. 

The unpaid rate to the Bahamas was fourpence. 
I do not knOVl whether the double line Steamship was 
used from the Bahamas but my memory is that it -was not. 
This ~ould enable the faker to put on a 3¢ with a cancelled 
fake,tie it a little bit and add the Confed for good meas
ure. The back stamp markings are okay and are all in 
block. 

I think 17e are being plagued with these fake 
Blockade covers, especially since the publicity given to 
a few real ones which can be made up out of stampless due 
mail covers from Havana or Nassau. This one just doesn't 
smell good t o me. What do you think? 

fed regards, 

~~-
Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook 

TELEPHONE: BRyant 9-0445 



------------------------------~-------------------------------------------------------------, ~ 

c.c. Mr. Ashbrook 

( ) 



- -



744 BROAD STREET 

NEWARK 2, NEW JERSEY 

Mr. Stanley L. Ashbrook, 
33 North Fort Thomas Ave., 

Fort Thomas, Kentucky. 

Dear Stan: 

June 9th, 1953. 

I have been much interested in following your 
correspondence with Larry about that Nassau to Fort Lafayette cover. 

---In thE}-first ilace~ let-.me admit that I am far from 
being able to establisn that it ran tne Confederate blockade, - and 
there will be no 1twrl ti~ 1 t up" of any kim until and if we fini out 
more about it. Tom Parks has been unable to locate the name of Lt. 
Alston thus far, but if ' we -do find out t!lat he ~ a Confederate offi
cer, then it is at least a fair presumption that the cover originated 
in the Confederacy. Nothing more can ever be Claimed for it, however, 
under any c ircUDS tances. 

Most of the prisoners held in Fort Lafayette were 
cap~ed Confederates of one ind or another, - although there were 
also some "southern symp~thi~ers·, traitors, and the like. This is 
the first cover of any so~J;..r ha~e seen addressed to Fort Lafayette, 
and that is the chief poln't of interest about it' to me. The "Fort 
Hamilton, N.Y.t! pos~ark is that of <the nearby fort of that name 
which still is theI'{!, ~ as are the r~Ps/ of Fort Lafayette a bit off 
shore on a small island in' the narrows irilawer New York Harbor. 
Fort Hamil ton was doubtLess the near est ... post office which probably 
explains that marking. , Lt-. Als on h _ pparently left or been sent 
elsewhere by the time the letter arrived on March 2, 1865, - about 
three weeks after it left Nassau on February 13th. 

I wrote up and illustrated a couple of covers 
which did originate in the Confederacy and travelled a similar 
route, in the STAMP SPECIALIST-Red Book, which I suggest you look 
up. They also bore a a4- in red crayon, which indicated pre-payment 
of the Nassau-New York postage rate. Earl Antrim o~ a cover from 
the same correspondence which had an -811 in red crayon, - which prob
ably indicated payment of the double weight rate. According to 
Larry, the cover which we are discussing has a red crayon"4 written 
over a nDue~ in blue crayon. I can offer no theory as to the latter 
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marking, - which may have been put on in error and appears to 
have been partially erased so far as I can tell from the photostat. 
Could not the hamstamped "Due 4· on this cover represent the 
underpaid share of an 8 pence rate for a double weight letter, 
such as Antrim's? 

I am chucking all this into the hopper solely in 
the thought that it may help us reach some further conclusion about 
the cover. I'll be very much interested in what you have to say 
after you examine it, and incidentally be sure to send me prints 
of any photographs you take of it. 

As Ever, 

MacB/HI{ 

c.c.: L.L.SheDrield 



744 BROAD STREET 

NEWARK 2, NEW JERSEY 

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook, ' 
33 North Fort Thaj.as Ave., 

Fort Thomas, Ky. 

Dear Stanley: 

July 8th, 1953. 

Thanks a lot for letting me see the photo of that beautiful 
"slave covern. I promptly forwarded it to Larry with your request 
that it be returned to you. Yes, - I have seen a few Confederate 
covers with slave dealer's 2n..er-- e-ar-d,§ or other markings on them, but 
I think this is the fi~S,t~t"~Ji~7),~N. 

I also d~ul~c~eiv;;ed4 Y:;"OUr.s' et! iU1~ 4th, ani am glad to hear 
that you had smh a ID:~y!aCa~"9il.1;;l':"fP. - t.~~Yfl get any further ideas 
about the postage /' ~1ri¥fJ;'A;L-t~~J.:t:s:t~ eoVi~r, ~'I. W~~d be glad to hear 
them. Howver, I /, dottil~ehav~ to 'bear j.n <nrl.:~ that the red crayon 
"4ft doubtless in~&ated~~ti§h~~~tage due as did the blue "Due 2ft. 
I continue to dOl1btJttbat !,:th " covler,1 origiml'lt Pott'e any adhesive pos-
tage s tamps at al~; Ii'}., / ~ ,~" 7 . \,', , ,,!- < I 

i!......'"" 'til -~ w' '" l ... .z..... ; _ # "\ '1 

As for ~Et~,in:fA~~ er , -':Lt.: ~lf~fR __ ,A~ " A~s~on"" Tom Parks has 
foum that there \ vaB"~a ' ~' ~' ~ ri8:i;L;ieu~ :qant:~ n~ed Alfred l!. Alston 
in, New York Ci ty ~~~~fn'", ~ . /, 60' v h~+,j-!!- ;e;d> ~!~val book. He has also 
located a myster1Qli ~~Jt ~ I I' ~~ " .:L .... lt. tlteJ Off1~jf!-1 Records of the u.S. 
ani Confed naVies,\; . ap~a~h~to!e "'~' ~~derate steamer in Char
leston and deli vere . i~ t~ ~ ~~. ) n~~71\::S0-/- while this mystery 
is still not solved, ~ ~~grow mo~el·1nte~eting. . r ~ '1; -. ?:~< // 

~<-!i!)ri''!f<'''''~--;'-' ("'\~,,,,'p::~ 
That sounds lik "" -:-~~II ~"& which you describe, and is 

very like one which I have, - ~no ~~aph and all written from Lexington 
about the same time. If you photograph this one, - the letter ani the 
cover, - I'd like to have a print very much. 

As Ever, 

MacB/HK 

c.c.: L.L .Shenf1eld 
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3Jark 1£. fWinlt!uunrti1 

Mr . Stanley B. Ashbrook 
P. O. Box 51 

Phil"rtelic Dealel' and 8l'okel' 
102 ~encon ~tre.et 

~oston 16, ~nS£l&cltU!3etts 

July 1, 1955 

55 North Ft. Thomas Avenue 
Fort Thomas, Kentucky 

Dear stan, 

<!I.~.~. 

J'-~.~. 
~.;N.!,-.:P . .li. 

I aclmowledge with thanks receipt of the photo :rint of the 2¢ 
brown cover and the Postmark, the first which I have received from 
you. I presume that you may have thoue,ht that another print was 
sent earlier though this was the first received. Therefore, I would 
greatly apfreciate an extra print to send along to the client liho 
originally purchased this cover from me when you return from your 
vacation J#::-

I am enclosing a 5¢ 1861, unused and in a bright brick red shade. 
I shmred this to Pc.ul Rohloff who indicated that he had a used copy 
of the identical shade but that it was sUPFosed to be a color change
ling. Since I have seen one other used copy in the i dentical shade t~ 
this one and both had the same r ich shade throughout the entire stamp 
I am wondering if this prior conclusion that they are a color change
ling could not have been in error. It would appear to me that a color 
changeling would not result in the same uniform color throughout the 
entire stamp since the color changelings I have seen in the 24¢ 1861's 
rarely have the sa.me shade throughout the entire stamp. Your comments 
will be greatly appreciated. Also, is this supposed to be #67 , #75, 
or #761 It is unfortunate that this copy does not have full original gum. 

loTi th kind regards, 

JEH/mm 

~)-<: 
Ja K E. Holesworth 

~-



r. ~8ck oles orth, 
102 Beacon St., 

Boston 16, ass. 

Dear J'"ack: 

J'"uly 6, 19.53. 

Yours or the 1st received and I am enclosing herewith an extra 
photograph of the Confederate cover hich sccept with my compliments. 

I retum the Sri stamp and oen ussure you that thi s 1s a chemical 
color changeling. This 1s an i tern that ss known and listed in the Scott 
Cstalogue years ago 6S the fire red, at least that is my recollection but 
it must have been deleted prior to the early twenties. As I recall, the 
way the shsde got its na e was that a party who hsd several or more copies 
on and off covor clataed that he bad obtained thea from a safe which had 
been in a rire. Years ago there was a chap by' the name of Andrews who 
turned out scme raI18rk:able chemical cha e1ing colors. ether he made these 
Sri sta ps is not known but I haven't e doubt that he could have done so. I 
t bink this fire red has been written up at various times in the philatelic 
press but I don't seem to have a reforence. 

In the orthlngton sale in 1917, Lot 310 was described as an un
used copy of e .5r1 brick red "a shade fonnerly listed, part o.g. and rare." 
This was a copy of the fire red and evidentlY the shade was taken out of the 
Catalo e before 1917. I feel sure that Dan Kelleher can give you some 
rurther information as the shade IlUst be 'Well known to him. 

No doubt Paul Rohloff got his information from me as I recall 
showing him a used copy in my reference collection. 

I didn't examine your copy very carefully but it looked to me like 
8 piece had been added st the lower right corner. If so, I suppose quite a 
clever bIt of repair work • 

. ith rs erda -

Cordially ywrs, 



r 

r. Janes • Hardman, 
2}4 Eleventh Ave., 

South eh rleston, .Va. 

Dear r. Hardman: 

June 1.5. 1953. 

I om return1nfP, here i th the 31 Bank Hote oover wh1 ch 'as 
been r turned to me bf r. Lester Brookman, who is quite an 6.l\"tJlor 
oa ne Banlc Note iSsue. He is quite dubio s the the ye r-date was 

otually 18'10 and 'las dispouad to believe the t the "0" was a poor strike 
of 1'6 '. As I advised in my letter of the 11th, I ex mined this very 
carefully under my binocular micro.oope and while it might be poss1ble 
that the 1'0" 1as really a "6"· I w s a b1t doubtt'ul about tis. The fact 
th t the stamp 1s a National print does in a ,ay conflr.m an 1870 u e. 

Because of ore definita proof I believe 1t 
for the cetelo ue to I1st this date a8 1870, ho~ever. 
I would be lad to publish 8 short artiole in STAMPS 
stating that this 1s merely a possible 1870 use. 

auld be inadvisable 
with your permis8ion 
ith an illustrat1 n, 

I do thank you for 0 ll~ it to my attention. 

Sinoerely yours, 



EDGAR B . SIMS 
AUDITOR 

STATE COMMISSIONER 
FORFEITED LANDS 

South 

Ifr . Stanley .J . Ashbrook 
Post Office Pox 31 
Fort Thomas, Kentucky 

Dear Sir: 

~r1#W'IIAM~ 
i ll;l/. ~f-'l.;trpN 

234 ~leve~tb Avenue 
Charleston, ~.est Virginia 

June 23, 1953 

LAND DEPARTMENT 

JAMES M . HARDMAN 

I wish to apologize for my delay in reolyin~ to your letter of 
June 15th in ... hich you returned the 3- cent Bank ote cover from SEABEC, 

., which I believe is dated "r ar 13 1870. II -

I reC'ret that Jr . Brookman is of the opJ...nJ...O'1 that the date is 
"187611 instead of "1870,11 but in so expressinr himself, I do not believe 
that he took into account the follolving indisputable facts : 

1. _he stamp (a 39! Jational printing) IS the ric;ht stamp for 
an 1870 usa 'e . 

2. The 3¢ ational is rarely found on covers as late as 1876. 

3 . The type of cancellation, in itself , is comoaratively scarce 
and is peculiar to the·period of 1866 to 1870. I believe that it is more 
comrnon to the 1869 issue , and it is rarely found on a 3¢ green . I have 
never seen this type of cancelling device 'lith a date later t an 1873 . 
It is some-..rhat similar to the small douole- lined circle canceller uhich 
nas used for cancelling revenue stamps . 

4. TOvffi cancellations are seldom seen with year dates for the 
period 1871 to 1877 , with the exception of the not-too- common hexagon
shaped cancellers of the late seventies . Year dates are not common even 
for the years 1878 and 1879, 11ith tLI3 exception of a fel-1' cities such as 
I eu York, Chicaro and Hashington . 

5 . If the date on the subject cover is 111876" then it must be 
assumed that the "6" is of the wrong font, or style, as cOl'lpared with the 
other numerals . The correct style numeral would be 11 6 II or very si'ni
lar to the "6" of the tvpewriter which I am using . ---

6. If the numeral in this particular date is a "6,11 it is 
rotesquely shaped, thusly: ~ __ 



Hr. Stanley R. Ashbrook 
ace 2 

June 23, 1953 

7. It could just as likely be a 119. 11 

8. The tiny blobs of ink appearing in the "0" also appear on 
the "7," of 1870, which by the same token could be concluded to be a "9 . " 

9. There is no possibility of aqyone's baving tampered with 
this cover . 

10 . Too many things are RIGHT about this cover for the date to 
be anything other than "1870. " 

Hr . brookman, in his excellent Hork The !:ineteenth Century 
ostap'e Stam-ps of the United otates," evidently has not made any particu

lar study or research as to the date of issue , but quotes from the rather 
belated report of .Jovember 15, 1870, of the Postmaster General , Hho, 
apparently Hritins; from menory, and ldtl'out tte facts before him C~-1t1atever 
they v18re ), make s tiiO reference s to "the month of .tipril." The P. :' . G. 
vlI'ites that ne1{ stamps 1-Tere prepared and issued in the month of April, 
but TTe know that this could not "lave been accomplished in a single nonth, 
and that sample sheets of the new st~IDS must have been completed before 
that time, and possibly were released to some post offices either in
tentionally, or unintentionally . Later, in his work, .. 1' . Brookman quotes 
Scott, more or less , and writes that it is lI .:renerally acceptedll that the 
1870 issue came into use durin; Ve month of April , 1870. I would .Like 
to stress that it seems quite evident that the P. • lr . vTaS attempting 
to write from memory , in view of the vagueness of his letter, particularly 
as to dates, and possibly he erred as to the month of issue . 

Almost conclusive proof as to the date 
could be had if it could be established that the 
·was changed f rom SEABEC to b1~SC prior to I e 76 . 
"TOrks available from which this information can 

on the subject cover 
name of the postoffice 
I do not have reference 

be deteI"llined . 

The three or four covers which I have from the same corres
pondence all indicate usage orior to 1874, ~d are franked .. nth 3¢ 
1: ationals . I am enclosing here:ntr. one of these (since it is tl'e only 
cover bearing a date) T'lith the comparatively early back-stamp and manu
scrjpt aate of June l~, 1870. The addressee apparently was a relative 
or a friend of Ill'S . "Jallace to whom the l.'arch 13 cover is addressed . 

In any event, knowinN that every collector fancies himself finding 
unheard of rarities, I was fully and sincerely convinced about the date on 
the subject cover before I submitted it to you . In fact , it didn 't even 
enter rry mind that the date could be anythine: except "1870." 

I deeply appreciate the interest 1-Thich you have maniioested in 
this cover, and 1 shall be ~rateful if you desire to l-rrite an article for 



'. 

i' r . Stanley B. Ashbrook 
Page 3 
June 23, 19.53 

3TA PS magazine concerning the cover . Jhall I return it to you for this 
puroose, or do you have a suitable facsimile or photoo;raph? 

fl:.e enclosed cover may be returned by ordinary mail----I feel 
that it is of insufficient value to warrant registering it. 

A,;ain thanking you for your interest and your kindness, I am 

Sincerely yours , 

'nv~~~-
hardman 

.r~ : eps 

Enclosure 



.Tune 25, 1953. 

Mr. L. G. Brookman, 

121 Loeb Arcade, 

Minneapolis, Minn. 

Dear Les: 

I am enclosing a letter from Mr • .Tames M. Hardman, who owns 

the 3¢ Bank Note cover with a postmark which looks like March 1870. I 

am also enclosing a photograph so that you can follow his remarks. I 

will appreciate any further comments. I informed him that I did not 

possess any definite data as to the exact date the Bank Note stamps were 

actually issued but I was most doubtful if any were issued as early as 

March 1870. I do not think that many of his conclusions prove anything. 

With best of wishes 

' . 



A.P.S. 
1 C.C.N. Y. 

S.P.A. 

L. G. BROOKMAN 
---$~ fo;t e~---

Dear stan: 

121 LOEB ARCADE 
MINNEAPOLIS 2, MINNESOTA 

July 3, 1953 

I've never been busier and I cannot take time to mull 
ofwe the question of 1870 vs l876--especially since we 
can nrove nothing one way or another at this time. 

I 0 hope that • Fardman can dig un another cover or 
so to prove his case. 

I've been trying to phone you every day but I guess 
you must be on a vacation. Henry says he thinks you will 
be gone until the 6th. Of course I know you well enough 
to know that there isn't much question but that you will 
give me permission to lift the illustrations of the tyoes 
that we used in my 19th Century books. These rill be used 
to illustrate the types of thel¢ and 10¢ '51's. 

I have neger been busier in my entire life--don't 
know how I ever ,rill get everything done that I must do 
to fulfill my committments. 

Hope you are having a fine time as I write these lines. 

Sincere regards, 

R.D.P. 
A.S.D.A. 
M.C.C. 



I 

Mr. L. G. Brookman, 

121 Loeb roads, 

<inneapo11s, inn. 

De r Les: 

.Tune 25, 1953. 

I am enclosing a letter from 1,r • .Tames M. IIardrnan, who owns 

the 3¢ Bank ote cover wit a postmark which lao -8 like 'arch 1870. ! 

am also enclosing 8 photoc~raph so thot you can follow his romarks. I 

will appreciate any fUrther comments. I info:med him the t I did not 

possess ny definite dato us to the oxact date the B nk rote stamps nere 

actually issued but I was most doubtful if any were issued as early as 

Karch 1870. I do not think that many at hiz oonclusions prove anything. 

With best of wishes -

Yours etc., 



.rune 2.5. 19.53. 

r. 1 as • llsr 3n. 
234 leventh Ave •• 

South Charleston, est Virginia. 

Dear r. ram 

bo 

I • five c rofully noto yours of th 23rd 
3¢ Bank Toto cover. I bellev r. Brookman 

to saeinc your letter so I uondlng 
• 

for a. llttl 
ourth flO I 

un~l.l. t't,. lJJ.Y rotuJ.' • 

lncerely your , 



MOSS & WAhL), 
Shipping and Commi.ion Merchant., 

No. 41 SoUTH STaDT, 
I.e. YfJrA·. 

p. O. Boz. 6,N6. 
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J\-:tJ-J&
~-l:l-J\
QI .QL~-1!!. 

3Jark 1£ . • nlt1i1ttnrt~ 
P hilat.elic Deale'!' and B'!'oke'!' 

102 tJilearon ~treet 
l'i'05ton 16, ~a55aclru5ett5 

July 15, 1953 

}~ . Stanley B. Ashbrook 
P. O. Box 51 
55 1~ . Ft. Thomas Ave . 
Fort Thomas, Kentucky 

Dear stan, 

QI.~-~ 

~~.J\
~.;N.!-.1l.~. 

uany thanks for your letter of July 6t h and the information on 
the 5¢ fire red stamp . I shall s ee .. hat Dan .t<:elleher has to say about 
it when he returns from Haine where he is spending the summer . It is 
quite an interesting item. Incidentally I checked it closely and 
believe what you thought might be a clever bit of repair work is 
actually due to some ink marks which have been removed from the 
reverse of the stamp by bleaching . 

I am enclosing an interesting cover which I recently acquired 
and sent along to a client . He returned it with the question &s to 
whether or not a 5¢ stamp may have been missing in view of the 25¢ 
rate . I would therefore appreciate your examining it and signing 
on the reverse if you feel it is genuine as well as explainiLg the 
rate if such be your conclusion. Advise fee and I shall remit 
promptly as usual . 

With kind regards , 

c.. __ --

JEI. /mm 



A. P.S. S.P.A. C.S.A. 8. N . A. P. S. A . S. D.A. C.C. N . Y. 

3Jadt Iii. ~hh$fuortll ::: 102 ~.earott ~tnd ::: ~O$tlln 16, ~1I13sar~usetts 

~ V Sia:..- '7!~ 
~ ~Z~C:S-. 

~ .::2t.c~\ 
~.:y-Y'T .A.a/ 

9~c; 



r. Jack~. .olesworth, 
102 3eacon S1;rfHlt, 

Boston 16, !s os. 

July 17, 1953. 

Herewi th the cover as elI' yours of the 15th. I made a photograph 
of tl is cov.r and j.ncl' ned the enclosed memorandum, 'hleh you can keep if 
yo wish. 'Ihis 'Ii 8 for my record. I don't l1ke to Sign a cover such as .. 
this i thout an expltci t explanation, and th1H would have boen hE X'd to pencll • 
on the baok of the cover. 

V;i th kindest . er rds -

Sinoerely yours, 

, 

( 

J 





·e 

(jke [,xpe,.t Committee 01 
THE PHILATELIC FOUNOATION 

22 EAST 35TH STREET 

NEW YORK 16. N . Y . 

,...-.-
NoI-3:Jo _ Meeting of . ~ n _E.. //,SS 

DeaL ijy: arhbfoal( : 
Hert!with is an item described by the applicant as follows : 

Country .L/ .. f>.. Issuclf~ . Denomination . ~t-
Color dJf.;u..L. Cat. No. 1/ d. . -_. _. _. . 
Hri t'f ne~cription 

Is~.r ~~ v. 
o..Lf / 7L1 - : 

Tht E.rput CtJlIlmift(,1' requ (,sts you to exami ne the item and give 
u }'our valued opinion. All expre~sions gl\'en are strictly confidential 
between you and The ('ommillct' 

( {kf.lI/S 01 11/>/11/111/ 1111 /1/ 11//' ) 



ff 4330 
In my op1nion, this half of a 3¢ 1851 waS 
used on this cover as it now 1s, but it 
is most doubtful if it paid any postage. 
I assume that the Petersburg postmaster 
required the sender to pay 3¢ in cash (or 
charged same to a box account) and then 
stamped the letter as "PAID." This letter 
was sent ea ad and required rate of 3¢. 

t' "' ... . _ ,t "'tI -----

/ 



MATTHEW E. HAZELTINE, M.D. 

W. SCOTT POLLAND, M.D. 

HOWARD HAMMOND JR " M.D. 

ARNOLD A. NUTTING, M.D. 

AUSfIN W. LEA, M.D. 

ALBERT BUILDING 

SAN RAFAEL. CALIFORNIA 

TELE .. HONE GLENWOOD 4·2451 
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MATTHEW E. HAZELTINE, M.D. 

W. SCOTT POLLAND, M.D. 

HOWARD HAMMOND JR., M.D. 

ARNOLD A. NUTTING, M.D. 

AUSTIN W. LEA, M.D. 

ALBERT BUILDING 

SAN RAFAEL. CALIFORNIA 
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MATTHEW E. HAZELTINE, M.D. 

W. SCOTT POLLAND, M.D. 

HOWARD HAMMOND JR., M.D. 

ARNOLD A. NUTTING, M.D. 

AU5rIN W. LEA, M.D. 

ALBERT BUILDING 

SAN RAFAEL. CALIFORNIA 

TELEP'HONE GLENWOOD 4-24151 
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MATTHEW E. HAZELTINE, M.D. 

W. SCOTT POLLAND, M.D. 

-HOWARD HAMMOND JR., M.D. 

ARNOLD A. NUTTING, M.D. 

AUSTIN W. LEA, M.D. 

ALBERT BUILDING 

SAN RAFAEL. CALIFORNIA 



MATTHEW E. HAZELTINE, M.D. 

W. SCOTT POLLAND, M.D. 

HOWARD HAMMOND JR., M.D. 

ARNOLD A. NUTTING, M.D. 

AUSTIN W. LEA, M.D. 

ALBERT BUILDING 

SAN RAFAEL, CALIFORNIA 
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~ Farco • Co'. BJrpna .... 1II tile euq 1860's was handled 
I In HawaU by LewI.e • Co. TIle ~ CClIIIpUI,f to reprell8nt Wells Farco 
I was Mitchell. Fales, ship cbaJld1er8. A ptctve of their premises showing 

the name of Wells Farco • Co. appealW CD. 1ltIl00reph plate of one of a 
series of VIews of Honolulu by Paul IllllJMl't, la shown here. This bulJdlng 
was located at the comer of NUIWIU and UartDe Streets, opposite the head 
of Merchant Street. 

Later Wells Farco was "'Pre_lad by R. CcadJ • Co. -- shown here Is 
an advertisement of the CcadJ COJIIIlUIY lllat appeared In The Pacl!lc Comm
erclal AdverUlI8r, Honolulu, BawaU, JuIJ 2, 18&& 
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SPECIALIZING IN THE P UU BELL 
CO~N'C C ••• A URCHASE OF 
M E M a e:R , AS' * OLD STA .• O . A . MPS 

A . P . s . S . P.A. BOX 573 
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r. y r Hu ell. 
ox 573, 

Gri1'..1n. G • 

r r . Hu 11: 

.Tuly 23. 19.53. 

Si Y ur • 
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AYNO UU DELL 
SPECIALIZING IN THE PURCHASE OF" OLD STAMPS 

COLONEL C. S , A . 

MEMBER: A . S . O . A . 

A . P.S. 

S . P.A. 

* 
BOX 573 

~~ 
,-., ~ "2 ..-'..,--~~~_ 

9~ 
~ 
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.Tuly 26. 19.53. 

r. ynor Hub 11, 

• 

to your 
Reth r tl 

Box .573, 
Griffin. G • 

at p sen~. 

Re • 

81 . rely your • 

.. 





.. - obt • .1-\. Peck, 
1850 vilt or ot. .., 

ashin·t n 9, .i).c. 

r r. P ck: 

JulY' ('3. 19.53. 

He 1 th th two covers B8 p r yo U'B of the 19th. 

"'ir t, the ~8¢ cov r to Germ ny. 
1 ill 11 ro eta. It OWB the rate ".;...:oi~J::..;)rt:..:.:..:l • ..:..!"';:.:·1~-.;;;,~~:...:::::.:.:.:.: 

rior to the enrly 1860'B, ,he r te l B 30~ per half no, propayment 
optlont l, but in the e'rly sixties it as duo d to 2 ¢ pr p id, 30¢ 
un id, r halt ounoe. ollch ail '88 dl p tehs fr Ne ·ork or 
Bostrm in cioand ba s to.l!; end, then e lOB channel to Outen and thrll 
Belglum to Aach n . At that point the bHB8 01'8 opened and th mail for 
Ger~eny or bey nd, sorted, handstampod Bnd nt on lt~ y . 

mile thi cov r 0 not ahow any yeur u e I belie e the use 
aa Sept mbor 1863. Tho 1m York PORt rk shows a "7," wh"oh au he U. S. 

credit of 7¢ to r~B i . This letter as tran 1tte to land 1 
Cunard hip - Britl h ck t - and th> U.S. P.O.D. pl1d G.B. for tr 8-

miasio t h 1 i frontier by ulk eight. P~186ia aid Delglw for 
transmission thru 1jh ,t country. . he 7tJ oredit WHS 5.,1 or Pru i n intornal 
and 21 t. pay 1 1 (per 1/2 oz . ). 

Regardln .. the other cov r. I doubt if this 11 
of value nd in my opinion .5 . 00 ould bo a ut right. 

I thank you f or your ch ck. 

oillcere yours, 

n ,r at dell 

, 
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G . F . PRATT. PRESIDENT 

E . G. GUY. VICE PRESIDENT 6: GEN M GR. 

CRYSTAL: 

Mr. stanley B. Ashbrook, 
Fort Thomas, Ky. 

Dear Stan: 

PHonE 125 

J, G , FLECKENSTEIN, VICE PRES. IN CHARGE OF SALES 

M . A . HAGERMAN. SECRETARY & TREASURER 

~OF mRson CITY 
iPCORP02;ATED 

CRYSTAL PETROLEUm PRODUCTS 

CARson CITY, fTIlCH IGAn 

IOnia Michigan. 
July 17, 1953. 

In a recent issue of your "Special Service" you asked that anyone 
having covers with "Boston Br Pkt" markings on same submit them to 
you. 

Here is a cover sent me on approval priced at $12.50 which has such 
a marking. Went to Shanghai in 1865 via French Mail - the 30¢ postage 
indicates it weighed more than i OZ but not more than i oz. Thered 
"27 11 would indicate we kept only 3¢. Cover looks OK to me. Is it 
anything unusual, Stan, a nd if so, tell me what there is a bout that 
makes it unusual except perhaps for the Boston Br Pkt marking and the 
red "27 11 which I just happen to have never seen before. 

Weather is rather hot here but I'll bet its even hotter in Cincinnati. 
Come on up a nd pay us a visit for a week or so and we'll try and keep 
eool. 

Am sooding this special delivery so you will get it Sunday. Just return 
by regular mail. 

Regards. 

JGF/ 
Enc: 



• 

f 

r. 1. G. 

D r:r ck: 

leckensteln, 
19 Ur ion ft •• 

Ioni, lch. 

July 18 h, 19.53. 

,. 
I 

1'6 it t e 30¢ 1 61 co r r ours of the 11th. It is 
genuln in v ry r spect an 1 worth a price of 12.50. Tl is 8S a 
rat of 30¢ per q rt ron re ch roll1 Bnd in y record of t~i8 
p rticu10r r te I ve photopraph eov rs to the same 

ddr see. I note ~l~t almost an ex at duplicate sold in Doane sele 
in ! f3 for d t ink th t t cov'r uld be 'orth nore at 
the pr sen ti e. Boston f; rtl is not tho one th t I have been 
rofcrrill{ to in my 'f1 is hes 27 at the tto. hereas the one 
that I think as u has" t e votto. 1s letter ent 
fr lio ton by Drl ieh P cket to • ranee and by French 
mail to Chins . The 0 y rt of tl e r te to :zhich the U. S. ClBS entitled 

86 the 3rt. internal under the . S.- rench Tre ty. at is, 3¢ per quarter 
OJllce. Thus the credit of 27¢ to trench. 'lhe 1rench paid the Brit1sh 
tor tran it"iug the lett r rom the U. S . frontier to Fr nee. Such pay
ments ere by bulk elgh~ 1m.teed of by indivi 1 lv tors. 

'othlng 11e except that I had 8 nico talk .J1t h Charlie Shier80n 
the other dey end ssked hi if he hEld seen you ot 1 t • ~ 

Our best to you ue th -

Cordially yours, 





.. 
, 

July 21, 1953 

Dear Mr. Ashbrook: 

Thought you might be interested in t.he en
closed copy. If I have stuck my neck out too far, 
don't hesitate to correct me. Did you ever send 
Jessup a print of my cover showing the straight 
line "California"? Trust this finds you well. 

Most 



A M. CLIFFORD ASSOCIATES 

Ir. Hank ubin 
6509 Del r Blvd. 
University Clty 5, Mo. 

Dr. Rubin: 

INVESTMENT COUNSEL.ORS 

<139 SO SPRING STRE:l'"T 

LOS ANGELES 14 

July 21, 1953 

I read with interest Mr. Konwiser's brief article in the July 18th 
issue of IIStampS" (page 94), which illustrated and d scrib d your cov r fro 
st. L-ouis to New York in 1818. fie I am not a student of postal histo1'7 
of that p riod, I afraid I st disagree with the conclusions reach d. 

My p rticular sp cialty i West rn Express covers, in connection 
with which I hav had to gain a reasonable knowledge of stern pr 8S com .. 
p nles. ccording to vin H rlow's flOld VI ybills, II th first express in the 
Unit d stat s was organiz d by Mr. Gray, who operated betwe n Boston and 
Lowell in about 1836. He s soon followed by Harnden and others. ithin l 
co p ratively few years thereafter, expresses were running as far west as 
lbany, and later to Buffalo. Henoe it is extremely unlikely th t any express 

s operating in 1818, and even more unlikely that one was operating as far 
est as St. Louis. 

ow if you will look olosely at your cover, I think you will find 
that the marking read "Excess," and not "Express." (In those days a double 
Its" was usually written in the manner shown on your cover -- almost looking 
like an "fs".) Again I state that I am not a stUdent of the postal hiator" 
of that period; but I hazard th guess th t postmasters were allowed the "free" 
franking privilege for all letters weighing 1/2 ounce or less -- and that they 
had to pay r gular postal charges on any overweight, ounting to 25 cents per 
/2 ounce or fraction thereof for distances over 300 miles. 

In other words, had Mr. Crane not had the postmaster's franking 
privilege, h would have had to pay 50 cents to send that letter to New York, 
As it was, his franking privilege saved him 25 cents. In further support ot 

line of reasoning, a letter could not be carried in the U. s. mail and by 
an express company at the same time over the same route. In later years, 
letters were frequently carried part way by U. S. mail and then by express, 
or part way by express and then by U. S. mail -- but never both at the s e 
time over th same route. 

The bove i not intended to belittle your cover in any- way. for it 
is a most interesting item from the point of view of postal history. But it 
should definitely not be classed as an express cover in any sen of th wor 
in my opinion. With kind reg rds, I remain 

Very incerely, 

HHC:MJ 



,. 

r. Henry H. Clifford, 
~ A. • 01ifrord Assoc1ates, 

639 South Spring St., 
Los e1eB 14, Calit. 

Dear r. Olifford: 

.Tu1y .5, 1953. 

I nevor read Kon iHer'a column in f,T iPS, hence did not note his 
analysis of the 1818 cover, . ieh, by the way, W s just about as silly as a 
lot of the tu t that he produces. One 'ondors why such people atte pt to 
discUS8 subjects ot hleh they apparently have -no firs -hand knov ledge and 
lock1n"" sante, th y subm1t thoir g\\esses as actual toct. Th t is the reason 
I try to avoid reading anything by onwi er. 

I ish to cOMpl ent you on your correct analysis of r. Rubin's 
cover. 

In the y ,sr 1818 and long atter the t period the re were no pri vnte 
express eom )8n188. I SUPIlOOO thHre was auch Q thin that early as a "Military 
Expre "hut 11" Konwiser had such in m1nd he should have made mention 01' it. 
You are quite correot in stating th ord ' s XC <" find not :::xPH • • and 

pelled so as to r8sembl EXCEFS hj,ch was the custom at too t t1r18 , both in 
tnt and manuscript. I congretulat you on your correot an lys18 of the rate, 

I doubt if very many stud8l1 01' U. s. postal rates are aware that a post
master's trank was limited to letters of 1/2 ounce in eight. 

j I heve betore e a copy of the P .L. ~ R. of 1817 end on p~ge 1., 
Section ?4. 01' n Aot 01' Congress deals with 'FR"SK LF.TT~RS." I <Inote in part -
"Each postmester, provlded each of his lntters or packets shall hot exceed 
halt an ounce 1n weight." In th~ pert of this edition entitled, "Instructions 
to the J ost- asters,·t on PBee 91 ls "INSTRUCTION XV." This purtains to "FREE 
LETTERS" and lists those vtlo have the pr1V11er:e of free franking. On,pege 92 . 
is the following, quote: "FeST RS can only frank and reoeive a8 tree, 
letters and packets which do not exceed halt an ounce in 'eight. If (end of quote) 
In the Luff book - under" PENDIX" on page 38. will be found Mention 01' Sec. 2. 
of the Aot of Apr. 30, 1810 wherein FREE letters of postmasters were limited to 
one-halt olmce in eight. 

In my opinion, the Rubin cover is very interesting and no doubt very 
rare. I em sure that I have never seen one l1ke it. It is my guess that post
masters tried to contine their free oil to 1/2 ounce, so they would not have to 
~ay postage. Apparently, Xonwiser did not appreoiate the true signif1canoe and 
rarity of the cover. Just consider, IIp rt j REE, pari PAID." How interesting. 

I might mention another very important feot. There wns no reB son why 



• .. 
,,2. <r. Hen~ H. Clifford - july ?5, 195}. 

any mail from St. Louis would have been forwarded in 1818 by other than the 
regular U. S. Mail Route to the East. 

In the -above mentioned P.L. 11 R. (page 48), the> route Ji..ast from 
St. Louis ~~s listed to Vincennes, Ind. I suppose it a coach route but 
it could have been "by horse. It 

thanks for calling my attention to the above. 

I sing a photo print herewith of a cover with t he marking, 
"Gray's ,ale l xpress. l • As you ere doubtless aware, I possess no knowledge 0 1' 

" estern Express COy s, hence do not knOll 11' thhl marking is corrunon or rere. 

,j1th at rega r ds -

Binct,:rely your • 

I 
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POSTAL MARKINGS 
By HARRY M. KONWISER 

Address correspondence to H. M. Konwiser, c/o STAMPS, 153 Waverly Place, New York 14 

Postmaster's letter sent by Express, as discussed by Harry M. Konwiser in accompanying item. 

Postmaster's Letter Sent by Express 
A. T. Crane, Postmaster at St. Louis, 

sent a letter to New York, in 1818, but 
couldn't get it sent free of cost, so put it 
in charge of the Express, paying 25 cents 
to convey the letter to New York. This 
letter was sent when Missouri was a Ter
ritory. Most letters of this period bear 
St. Louis markings-straight lines. Hank 
Rubin, 6509 Delmar Blvd., University 
City 5, Mo., owns the unusual cover ilIus
tra ted here. 

* * * 
3-Cmt With Rare Mark 

"I have a cover from Illinoistown, Ill., 
which has a straight-line town postma.rk. 
This is a $20 item in the Stampless Cover 
catalog, as boxed, dated, etc., and so what 
is it worth on my cover ?"-G. Borheg, 
Afton, Ill. 

What is the right reply? The town was 
not a large city in 1858, which is the given 
date for the postage stamp. Is it worth as 
much as the Stampless, which has a date? 

* * * 
Data Ol~ Fort Assillaboine 

In the Au>ril 25 issue of STAMPS 
Frederick Langford discussed a Western 
cover of September 20, 1880, stamped 
"FORT A.SSINA,BOINE." Information 
on this Fort was requested, as Mr. Lang
ford believed that its location in the 
Western United States is unknown. I re
ceived the following information from the 
National 1\.rchives and Records Service. 
A FORT AlSSINNIBOINE Montana 
was authorized by Congress ~n June 18: 
1878, and officially named on December 
30, 1878. It was garrisoned May 9, 1879 
by the 18th Infantry, Colonel Thomas H. 
Ruger commanding, for the purpose of 
protecting the citizens of Montana from 
the hostile incursions of that portion of 
the Sioux tribe that had withdrawn across 
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the International Boundary Line after its 
victory over U. S. troops in the Yellow
stone country in 1876. The post was a·ban
doned July 25, 1911. The Archives have 
six feet of records for the period 1879-
1908. Anybody want to do the reseal'Ch? 
~Paul H. Gantt, P.O. Box 7417, Wash
ington 4, D. C. 

* * * 
Another Fort Assillniboine 

R H. Murch, of Kirkwood, Mo., writes 
he has a cover postmarked Newport, R I., 
Jan. 8, 1898, with a 13-star cancel, ad
dressed to Major W. F. Carter, Surgeon 
U.S.A., Fort Assinniboine, Montana. The 
receiving marks read: "Fort Assinniboine, 
Mont., Reed., Jan. 13, 1898." 

* * * 
More "W" Brooklyns 

Boyden V. Rice, read our June 13 col
umn, and noted the reference to "W" used 
as a Brooklyn, N. Y., marking. He writes 
he has the same cancel on a 3-cent green. 
It is a large "W"-one-haJf inch high, of 
Gothic type. 

Mr. Rice also has a 3-cent green with 
a white on black, ci rcle size of a nickel 
(5-cent piece). "Very nice and clear," 
says Mr. Rice, "mailed from Ann Arbor, 
Mich., with a Chicago & Detroit RP.O. 
postmark." Then he has another "W" 
with a 2-cent brown stamp, with 
circle size of a nickel, similar to AJnn Ar
bor item, mailed from Warrensburg. 
(State is not clear.) 

* * * 
Cali Cancellatioll 

Re your Cali, Colombia markings, U.S. 
Postal Agency. 

This was the same deal as the Barran
qullla agency of a few years previous. 
Both were set up as airmail transfer 

points under the USPOD. Why? Because 
the ,plane schedules were such as to give 
overnite layovers at these points which al
lowed time for the working of the mail. 
This of course is just the rough generali
zation of the reasons without going into 
details. 

Going just on memory, as my extensive 
notes don't seem to be at hand, the agency 
at Barranquilla was established in July 
1936, and operated until July 1937; the 
one at Cali, from October 1940, to J an
uary 1942. 

Registry backs tamps are the only mark
ings of which I am aware and these would 
be applied to all individual air mail reg
isters handled either to or from South 
America (primarily West Coast). I have 
a record of two types of backstamps of 
the Barranquilla agency; one a straight 
line and the other the usual cil'Cle. For 
Cali I only have a record of a circular 
backstamp. As any material on these 
agencies is about ready for publication 
I should appreciate very much hearing 
from anybody 'WIho has any maJrlcings other 
than for Iregistry hackstamping or a back
stamp not incorporating the wGrd "regis
tered." I should also be interested in 
hearing from anyone who might have any 
other information that might be of value. 

Of course it should be understood that 
these agencies were not of the same order 
as for example the Shanghai, Ghina, agen
cy. Their only function was the receipt, 
distribution and dispatch of transit air 
mail and they did not perform other post 
office operations. During the years not 
otherwise covered the Cristobal, Canal 
Zone, post office has performed a similar 
function for the USPIOD; and more re
cently the Air Mail Field, Balboa, C. Z. 
These changes have moreover Toughly fol
lowed s()hedule changes. 

-George W. Brett, 
Chicago, Ill. 

SOME ARE IN THE 
MOUNTAINS 
And 1 SUllDOse some are in the trees 
too. physically as well as mentally. 
We are home thowrh and here we'll 
stas. Regardless 01 the tact that many 
01 the stamp dealers call it off t01" 
the summer and walt to see which wav 
the wind will blow in the tall. we keep 
the wheels humming despite the 
weather. 
The reason 10r this is ~hat our multi
facet operation demands material twelve 
months of the year. Our financial re
sources are such that we want to bUY 
and we do buy regardless 01 the season. 
You don't have to take your chances 
on a changing market in the fall. You 
don't have to be wary 01 overheated 
temperaments or under nourished check 
books. 
All year round and this summer in 
particular we can serve you. We can 
serve you fully and completely and with 
just as much zest as we do in tbe 
wintertime. 
It your lot Is large or small; if it flts 
into an envelope or needs a. box car; 
so long as It is worth twenty flve 
dollars or more you will want to sell 
it to the lol<ical buYer. Brin .. it here. 
shin it here. or write tor the booklet 
which eXDlains why 'more and more 01 
tbe big collections are beinl<' sold to 
Miner Stamn Companv'. 
The weather here does not affect thc 
value 01 your holding •. 

Miner Stamp Company 
OLD STONEHURST INN 

HARYEYS LAKE, PA. 
Phone: 9·6103 

July 18, 1953 * S TAM P S 
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were on sale to the public through 
the Philatelic Agency at Ottawa, and 
are well known to collectors of Can
adlan'Stamps. 

In 1928, an unsevered sheet of 200 
of each of the 1 cent yellow, 2 cent 
green, and ·8 cent carmine, imperfo
rate horizontally, were issued as a 
favour, and 20 panes of 100 of each 
of these three v:alues were set aside. 
Later, these extra panes were sold 
as a lot, and subsequently, broken up 
and distributed. In answer to popu
lal' demand, the 1 cent yellow and 2 
cent green were re-issued imper
forate horizontally, and sold to the 
public through the ·P,hilatelic Agency 
at Ottawa. This re-issue can be 
readily distinguished .f~om the orig
inals. The 8 cent value was not re
issued ·a.t the ~ame time as the other 
two values. It has ~n atated that no 
8 cent plate was available. 

The I, 2, and 8 cent values exist, 
also, in imperfor·ate tete-beche book
let panes. T 'hese aTe the scarcest of 
all the imperforate tete-beche booklet 
panes. 

The higher denominations of this 
issue exist imperforate. These are not 
common, and are rarely offered for 
sale. 

War Tax Issue 1915 
Only one sheet of the die 2 is 

known. It came on the market in 
1924. In 1928, two sheets of the die 
1 were distributed. A few years later, 
the imperforate vertically, imper
forate horizontally, and a large num
ber of imperforates, all of die 1, 
'appeared. The total number of extra 
impeTforate sheets of die 1 is un
known, but, it is interesting to note 
that a number were burned about 
twenty years ago. 

Confederation Issue 1917 
Originally, it was thought th at 

only one pane of 50 existed, but, 
later, three more panes came on the 
market. 

Historical, Confederation, and 
ScroU Iasues, 192'7-19·28 

Rumor has it that a large order 
for imperforate and part perforates 
was sent to the Post Office Depart
ment by a former stamp dealer. 
These 'stamps were prepared, but, 
due to a change in government at 
that time, they were not delivered 
to the dealer. Eventually, they came 
into the possession of three promi
nent collectol's, and were gradually 
sold. The holdings of the three orig
inal owners have been sold,and the 
last large lot is being distributed by 
a well-known American dealer, 'at 
the present time. 

It is difficult to estimate the total 
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number of imperforates and part 
perforates of these is'Sues, as it has 
been reported that some sheets were 
burned. 

Issue, of 1980-194<2 
Most of the imperforates of these 

issues have come on the market dur
ing the past ten years. No imper
forates later than the War Issue of 
1942 are known to be in private 
bands. The imperfora.tes of this 
group are quite scarce, as none were 
printed in large quantities. 

Dul'ing this period, some imper
forates and part perforates were 
found in post offices. It has been re
ported that one sheet of the 1 cent 
green imperforate of 1930 was dis
covered in a post office in Eastern 
Canada. The one sheet of 5 cent blue 
imperforate vertically of the 1932 
issue was said to have been found in 
a post office in British Columbia. 
The 5 cent blue imperforate vertic
ally of the 1985 issue was found 
both in Montreal and Ottawa. Last
ly, the 1 dollar violet imperforate 
horizontally was found in London. 

There is an interesting st()ry told 
of a clerk in a suburban post office 
in Vlancouver iinding an imperforate 
sheet of 7 cent airmails. Apparently, . 
he noticed the lack of perforations, 
and took the sheet home and pro
vided the missing perfOTations by 
running it through his sewing ma
chine. Next morning, he took the 
sheet back to the post office, and sold 
the stamps over the counter, pre
sumably to non-collectors. 

The author wishes to express his 
appreciation of the valuable assis
tance given him by A. F. Brophey, 
L. A. Davenport, J. N . Sis sons, and 
other friends. 

THE CENTS ISSUES OF CANADA 
1859·1942 IMPERFORATES AND PART 

PERFORATES 

All listings are imperforate unless 
marked PP-H for part-perforate hori
zontally or PP-V for part-perforate 
vertically. These, and other abbrevia
tions are: 
PL-Plate No. 
1st Pr.-lst Printing 
2nd Pr.-2nd Printing 
TBBP-Tete Beehe Booklet Panes 
Sc. #-Scott Number 
T .-Type 
N.I.-No Imprint 

Scott # Denomination Quantity 
1859-1867 ISSUE 

14 Ie Rose, T. ~. . . ...... ... 100 
20 ftc Rose, T. 2 . . . . ...... .. 100 
15 5c Vermilion, T. ~ . .. ..... 100 
17 10c Red Lilac, T . 2 ..... . .. 100 
18 1272c Blue Green, T . ~ . . . . . . 100 
19 17c Blue, N. 1. . .. ... . .. ,. . . 100 

1888-1896 ISSUE 
34IY2C Black, T. 5 ............. 400 
35 Ie Yellow, T . 7 ............ 800 

Scott # Denomination QUDntuy 
86 2c Green, T. 6. . .. ........ 600 
41 8c Vermilion, T. 7 ....... . . 1,000 
42 6e Gray, T. 6 .. . .. . . ... ,.. Q;OO 
48 6c Red Brown. T . 4. . . . . . . . 600 
44 Be Gray, N. 1. .. . . . . . . . . . . 800 
46 lOe Brown Violet, T. 5 ... , . . 1,000 
~9 16c Gray Violet, T. 4. . . . . . . 400 
46 20e Vermilion, T. 8. . . . . . . . . 200 
47 60e Blue, T. 8...... . . . .. . .. 200 
1'2 6c Blue Green, T. 5. .... . . . 400 

1897 ISSUE 
66 72c Black, Pl. 1. .. .. .. .. . .. 300 
67 Ie Green, PI. ~ and 4. . . . . . 400 
68 2c Purple, PI. S . . . . . . . . . . . 400 
69 8c Carmine, PI. 6 , .. . . . . . . . 200 
70 6c Blue, PI. 1. . . . . . . . .. . . . 400 
71 6c Brown, Pl. 1 .. .. . . , . . . . 200 
7~ Be Orange, PI. 1. . . . . . . . . . . 800 
78 lOe Brown Violet, PI. 1 . .. . . . 300 

74 
76 
77 
77b 
79 
80 
81 
8~ 
88 
84 

85 
86 
86 
85 

89 
90 
90 
90b 
91 
92 
98 

96 
97 
98 
99 

100 
101 
10~ 
103 

136 
I~6a 
1~6a 
105h 
187 
USa 
l!l8a 
107e 
138 
1300. 
1090. 
110 
11!t 
114 
115 
118 
119 
120 
121 

135 

141 
141 
141 
14!t 
14!t 

1898-1002 ISSUE 
72c Black, PI. 1.. , .... .. . .. 
Ie Green, PI. 8 ...... . .... . 
ftc Carmine, PI. S. 4 and 10 . 
ftc Carmine TBBP .. . ... , .. 
6c Blue, PI. ~ . ...... .. . .. . 
6c Brown, PI. 1. .. .. ... , . . 
7c Olive, PI. 1. .. .. . ...... . 
Be Orange, PI. 1. ........ .. 

IOc Brown Violet, PI. 1 . . . . . 
20c Olive, Pl. 1 . . ... ... . , .. . 

1898 ISSUE 
ftc Black Lavender & Carm. 
!lc Black, Blue & Carm., PI. 1 
!lc Black & Blue, PI. ~ ... . . 
!lc Black, PI. 5 ........... . 

1903-1911 ISSUE 
Ie Green, PI. 1 and 2: .... . 
!lc Carmine, PI. 1 and !t .. . . 
!lc Carmine, PI. 18 and 14 .. 
!lc Carmine TBBP, PI. 1 .. . 
5c Blue, PI. 1 . .... . ... . .. . 
7c Olive, PI. 1. .......... .. 

10c lkown Lilac, Pl. 1 .. ... . 

1908 ISSUE 
~c Black .. . ....... .. . , ... . 
Ie Green •.... , ....... . . . . 
ftc Carmine . . . ....... . ... . 
5c Blue .. ... , .. . ...... .. . 
7c Olive .. . ... . ....... , .. . 

10c Violet . . . ... .. ........ . 
15c Orange Red ........... . 
20c Brown . . ..... . ....... . . 

19!t2-1926 ISSUE 
Ie Yellow, Pl. 179 and 180 .. 
10 Yellow 1st Pr. PP-H, N. I. 
Ie Yell. 2nd Pro PP-H, N. 1. 
Ie Yellow TBBP ... .. . . .. . 
2e Green, PI. 188 and 189 . . 
!lc Green 1st Pr. PP-H, N. I. 
ftc Green 2nd Pr. PP-H, N. I. 
ftc Green TBBP ........ , .. 
Sc Carmine, PI. 126 to 131. . 
Sc Carmine PP-H , N. 1.. .. . 
Sc Carmine TBBP ... , . . . . . 
4e Olive Bistre, PI. 6 ..... . . 
5e Violet , PI. !t3 . . .. . ..... . 
7e Red Brown, PI. 7 . .... . . 
Be Blue, PI. 1 ............ . 

lOe Bistre Brown, PI. !U . . . . 
20e Olive Green, PI. 9 ...... . 
50e Black Brown, PI. 4 ..... . 
$1 'Orange, PI. 1. ......... . 

1917 ISSUE 
Sc Brown, PI. 7 and 8 ... . . . 

1927 ISSUE 
Ie Orange, Pl. 4 and 6 .... . 
Ie Orange PP-H, PI. 6 .. .. . 
Ie Orange PP-V, PI. 6 .. .. . 
ftc Green, PI. 13, . . . . . . . . . . 
2e Green PP-H, PI. 13 and 14 

(Continued on Page 95) 
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Telephone CHickering ~.0001 

BEN PULITZER Creations, .1nc. 
MANUFACTURERS OF MEN'S NECKWEA 

"ALWAYS SOMETHING NEW" 

r. Stanley B. Ashbrook 
P. O. Box 31 
33 N. Ft. Thomas Ave. 
Ft. Thomas, Ky. 

Dear Stan:-

1270 BROADWAY 

NEW YORK 1, N. Y. 

July 2lj, 1953. 
Registered Air ~ail 

Last June you wrote to me regarding the lO¢ 1847 cover 
listed in the 6011ectors Club Philatelist and I told you 
that as soon as I got back to L"IeW York I would send it to 
you so that you can photograph and examine it. 

I came back to lew York last week and after straighten
ing up a few of my affairs, I went over to the bank vault 
and got this cover out together with another stampless cover 
which I am enclosing. 

I have checked the cancellation with various other 
St. Clairsville cancellations and found that the cancellation 
on the stamn and cover coincides exactly with all the other 
cancellations that I have examined. In addition, this cover 
came from a very reliable source whom you know personally and 
I am absolutely confident that it is lOO~ O.K. 

As soon as you are through with it would you kindly return 
it to me, care of this firm, as I am now associated with these 
people and will receive my mail her.e in the future.' 

With kindest personal regards, I am, 

PG/HL 
.t:..ncls. 

~ P. S. I'd appreciate if you would make an extra photo for 
my files. 



J"uly 26, 1953 . 

r. Ho ard L hman, 
~ n Pulitzer Cr tion, Inc . , 

1270 
ew 1.Y. 

Dear H .ard: 

Here 1 th your 10 184? COTer together Wi th the eta pless . 
I ad photographs of both and I \ 111 send you prints. I ill 

nclo ing a r fund of y ur oata" . 

j; :rind that no 1847 at p '.re sent to t. Clairsville , O. 
but th16 'as a v ry all 0 fice just est a fe 1les of ~ eling, and 
upplies "ere ent to tInt office on se eral occasions . 

This green is typical of the plrlod . I "londer .hat it wos 
... e ot. also if it \' s n "ho 8.'ll8de t product . 

Th at pless 1s quite nice co niOD piece and adds a lot . 

I trust th t your n{~ b siness C ,nnect1on wi 11 prove most 
gro abl in evvry y . 

in nnks . 

£. Sine erely y urs, 

c , 

P . S.--Co -rstulat ons on your curre t 2¢ Green Article in the C. C.P. -
ice ark. 



C [5 
This T'tlotograph 
Was Made aw 
ULTRA. VIOLET 

RAY 
By Stanley B. Ashbrook 

THR1:f THE KiNDNESS OF THE 
tJWN£R OF THE W\THIN ITEM. 
TH.g P ·HOTOGRAPH WAS MADE 
BY STANLEY B. ASHBROOK. IT 
Is RESPECTHH:.LY REQUESTED 
THAT NO usE: BE MADE OF 
THIS PR'INT WITHOUT THE 
CONSENT OF THE 'OWNER OF 
THE ORIGINAl:, Stanley B. Ashb.rook. 





Dan~ F. Kelleher " 7 Water Street Boston 9, Mass. 



.. 

ay 22, 195.3. 

'r. D n1el J • Kell her, 

Dear Van: 

7 r,ater !.>tr'·.et, 

Boston 9. 1'008. 

h nics vary uch for youra of the 12th. 

It you C old me the tour lots before the r~le. I 

sua a~t you sand a1r- 11 - registered - special deLivery . I 111 

put them rle:ht back in tl !!lSil the s e VI y . 

I approoiate the data on het th conoists ot. 

Guee '0 JTlight e .:011 tor t bout the photog hinge I hope he 

get hi price, but 35Q. OO tor a lO¢ '47 se D a bit high . 

BeRt of wishos -

Cord1ally yours , 



I 

J 

J\.:Jl.~. 
~.:Jl.J\. 

Ql·Ql·~·W· 

Ql.~.~. 

J\;~.J\. 

~·~·!-·lIJ·.ji· 

( 

3Jark f . • olrs1Uort~ 
Pl,ilCltelic DeClle1" Clnd 81"oke1" 

102 ~I?aton J&treet 
~o5ton 16, ~assacqu5ett& 

t~. stanley B. Ashbrook 
P.O. Box 31 
35 North Ft. Thomas Ave. 
FOit Thomas, Kentucky 

Dear stan, 

July 29, 1953 

y~ thanks for senc,jng along the copy of the letter which you 
wrote _~ cBride on the Alston "Blocks.de ll (?) cover. You were l.uite 
correct in assuming it was submitted by me to the Confederate 
Com:..:ittee. Actually, thoug I was rather sure tHat it WaS :robably 
a Blockade cover, I did not have any i ~usions as to the authenticity 
of the 10¢ Confederate sta.rilp which I 'tlas sure had been adc.ed over a 
spot where a 3¢ stamp had been r emoved. I have read your conclusions 
ver-.i carefully and agree 100% with them. It is certainly amazing 
im.at can be concluded on the basis of extensive knowledge, outstano.::..ng 
reference material, and rare deducti" e reasoning . This cover in
cidentally came to me from a European source which had previously pro
duced a Blockade cover with both a U. S. and Confederate stamp tied 
on it . Tilis cover W'a.S incidentally sold to Col . 1-Jhi ttle 1-Tho might be 
glad to loan it if you would like to examine it . i~..m sure that it 
was 100% O. K. 

I &lD. enclosing three items on '''hich I would a~'preciate your 
f opinion . One is an interesting Eagle Post Local tied in conjunction 

with a l¢ 1851 which I believe is prob bly quite genuine but which 
I would appreciate having YOlT opin~on on both as to authenticity 
and rarity . The second is a cover w ich I believe could have been a 
Blockade cover forvlarded from Havana , Cuba . Shenfield has ~reviously 
seen this item and indicated that t here is no way of telling whether 
or not it WLS a Blockade coverthough any coments ~-ou might have ,lQuld 
be of interest. The third is an off-cover 1857 which I suspect might 
bave been a Type la before the perfs distro:red t he top . Your opinion 
will be a~preciated. 

Please advise the cost and I shall re~it promptly as usual. 

With kind regards, 

~:5rth 



1 
l 

i 
( JAr • .T ok E. olesworth, 

102 Be con St'. J 

Boston 16, 

Dear .Taok: 

J'uly 31, 1953. 

Yours of the 29th raoel ed and I have 0 re1.'l.llly t d your 
!'"larks regardi the Alston oov r. 1 do not recall that I have a~ 

corr8spo en e 1th the Col. ittl that you mention d, but I uld 
welcome a sicht 01.' his Blocka oover. 

Rel'!'arding the it~s herewith, 
no leno ~ledae hateoev r of U. 3. 1.00 ls 
enolo d 18 genuine or not. ' 

,..c>IT"P'<:>t to ate that I have 
uldn't kn hether the 

R ardins the co er f m Bavone, the is 0 vid ce whatsoever 
01.' Contederat origin. I sup oe that 1t could have b en carried privat ly 
to Havana and handed to a 00 i6 ion houso to send to the U .3. n the 
other hand, the che1lOes are til t 1t ortg1nat d in HoTann, probably fron 
the fim of the hands p, 1 oed aboord 0 U. S. mail sh1p for New York. 
where 1 t was rated \/1 th the t8!!1111ar Ste8Msh1p 10 01.' the New Yorle Ott1ce. 
It was sent to L1ncolnville hlch 1s in tlldo County. o1n, Ii ¢ 1857 
was attached and the letter to rded to 0 d n in the same noun y. 

. Regerding the l¢ 1857, th1s was a poor oL~nple 01.' Type IC betore 
the perforation at the top destroyed ti typo. I dld not pl te tho s+ p 
but 1 t owne fro the R rellef ,.,li1ch was used on the flfth and h hor1z. 
roW8 01.' ~late IV \s e mT Vol. 1 - poge 232 - llg. 201 - also see poge 237 -
Fig. 2OL). 

Ther is no oharge for the aboT • 

With regards -

~1ncerely yours, 

-
; 
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Catalog No .. ___ _ LAURENCE & STRYKER Lot No .. ____ _ 

7 EAST 42ND STREET, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

Cat. Value: ____ _ 

CARE IN HANDLING STAMPS, AND TURNING THE PAGES, WILL BE APPRECIATED. 



~r. Robert Laurence, 
~ Laurence Stryker, 

7 st 42nd St., 
New York 17, N.Y. 

Dear Boh: 

July 31, 1953. 

Herewith the 59 1861 as per yours ot the 29th. I don't think 
that t l ere is enough bro n in this color to entitle the at p to 
be called the brown-yellow. I think the shade is the usual butt, 
though it may be a bit darker then t average ooPY. ~at I think 
is more important about this stamp 1 determine Whether the gum 
1s genuine, whethor the pertorations all good and whether or 
not the stamp has been oleaned. It I owned this copy I would send 
it to the Foundation and request a thorough examinat10n ot all the 
three points which I have entioned. 

1th every good wish - believe me, 

Cord1ally your' • 



, 
, 

e.,11I,~, 

~,1I,e., 

CIr,CIr·~·W, 
"\ 
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3htrk 1£. !Wlolr111unrtQ 
Philatelic Deale" and B"oke'l' 

102 ~eatOlt ~treet 
~O!3ton 16, ~a!3!3ac1tU!3ett6 

l.ugust 5 , 1955 

_Ir . Stanle: B. Ashbrook 
P . O. ,-,o~~ 51 
3,", l;orth Ft . :'nomas Avenue 
Fort T ~omi;.s , 'entucky 

De<.!' stan, 

CIr.,fi.J\. 
e..~.e.. 

1JI.:N.!>-.JI.Ji, 

1 tnanks 1'0::: yom' letter of July .:-Jlst • r u.., t:!e infornation con-

t.."l.in8d l,herein . 

!'.:nclosec. is c.n :t.ntorest:'ng cover Iii th a. ::;trip of "'C rrec OI.' 1,'68 
t:L0C 0n <-.nc~ ::ostf.'.arked I!Jenn~T Lin'., .,a1." . 1. c::i.ient to w: OIl I 
r p cel tl: sold it hc..:.d il, uest ... oned b~- severa.l of . is friends' nd 
c.sKcd tn<it I senet it alone to :-ou for f'y.a.c-:dnat:'on . Your cxanining 
<ina signin.:; the reverse if you feel it is okay ,.;ill be gre<itly 
appreciated . Advise your fee end I shall recit promptly <::.s usual . 

Hi th kind regal'ds , 

J).'~Ol'ili 



, , 

f 

r. jack ola orth. 
102 Ue con St •• 

Boston, 8S8. 

Dear;T ck: 

era lth the cover troo California to 
lan. I think you ill find 11 description 

011 the b ck. Tit 1'8 8 thra to ns in th U. S. 
hlch 'Ii Jre n61l\ed fter J'enny Lind - one 11 rk Jl8 8 

and the other in north G rolina. I n't know 
............ er th po t ortlces t 11 0 by th t!18 or 
no~. As stated on th b ck, the te to C ' ltorn1a 
fro 184~ up to 1uly 1 t, 1863 294 but s of the 
latt r dat it as reduced to 244, tho 6S trcn 
the stern p rt of t e Un1ted ~tat8S. I suppose 
the p r80n ho sent th1 letter didn't have anytll 
but lO¢stamps, or e1 e he didntt kn the correct 
rete. 

r f tor 81 lns the cover 1s 2.00. 

a th regards -
Sincerely yours, 
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r. A. url Kimmel, 
Robinson, Kans. 

r u 1: 

" 
I 

July 2.5, 19.53. 

I ill fo rd to you on n' 8y next the terial 
that y u sent me together w1 th the photo raphs l hi ch I de. 
Th1s ill go by eiste ed ail. I will also fo!'\ erd a 
second package whioh 111 con a1n the binder. In the registered 
packa e you will find that with each ite I 1nclu ed a photo rraph. 
For your information, the . rints which are {":.lossy paper ore re
gular photo raphs on glass plates. Allot the others are from 
microfilm, that 1s, enlarged prints made fram microf1lm negatives. 
Th~ method is a bit oheaper but tails a little more work. 
One more word about the Miorofilm method. I oan make enl rg ts 
to any size. You ill note thot the Tints of Moat of th Davis 
1 tems were anlHrg lents from microf1 • If you ant · ny ext,rR" 
pr1nts or any prints ot 1- rgar s1ze you can adv1 e me. I w s 
not sure hather you anted reproduotions of all of the vis itS!!111 
or not, 80 I ent ahead and ma de them anyl ay. 

Re ~sr ing the Davia it ms, I have VHry 11 tt 1e kno 11 dg8 
regarding autographed m'1terial b tit 1s my pressi n that Davis 

s a very prolifio .r1t r and that he auto raphed teTial 1 
therefore not rare. 

I os very much inte 'ted in your r mr rks reG rd1 
conditiollH in your rt of "the C'l tntry and ' ! 1 it re oss1ble 
for ra •. shlJrook and I to drivo by and ay you' Vi it a d I am 
sure 'e i~ uld th ly enjoy oursevles nd it \,1 uld b 
to look over your mRt .rial. 

~~~ 

How alxlu t a ell.! rge of $2.5. 00 for the photoe;raph10 ork? 
. 

Mrs. A joins me in k ndeRt T .Bsr s to r. 

Corli llv you , 

I 
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Kimmel's Chevrolet Company, Inc. 

PHON E 52 

stanley B. Ashbrook 
P.O. Box 31 

A. MURL KIMMEL 

GARAGE AND SERVICE STATION 

HARDWARE AND IMPLEMENTS 

ROBINSON. KANSAS 

July 3, 19.53 

33 North Ft. Thomas Avenue 
Ft. Thomas, Kentucky 

Dear stan: 

SALES AND SERV ICE 

I am in the process of mounting several different collections for show, and 
I am enclosing to you one Lincoln Patriotic cover and one British Propaganda 
cover which I ~rish you would photograph the stamped, addressed side so that I 
might display both sides of the cover on a page, unless you think the stamps are 
too faded to make a decent picture for show. I r~ve many others which are 
stamped on the back side and which someday I want to send to you for a good 
photograph. Also, I am sending four Mulready covers which I have opened and /' 
spread out and would like to have you take a photograph of the inside printings 
and reduce them to a size that I can show on the same page with the cover. 
That is, if the photographs can be made so the printing can be read. I know 
so little about photography that I don't know the possibilities. I want to 
leave everything to your judgment. 

I am also enclosing to you fifteen Jefferson Davis letters, one which is 
by his wife. I would like to have you peruse these letters and to comment and 
criticize as you see fit . I bought them from a large library which was re
cently sold in Lincoln, Nebraska, and which you might have seen an account of 
in the newspapers . It was written up allover the country and I had an oppor
tunity to buy in on the entire library, but didn't feel financially able to 
take a chance on a book collection. It amounted to over $100,000 and the book 
dealer in Kansas City who asked me to go in with him on the purchase of it ac
quired around $60,000 of the library, and the Kansas City Library bought the 
balance, which included over 1 , 000 volumes on Lincoln. I would loved to have 
gotten in on it, but I can't do everything and I can't afford everything, so I 
had to pass it. But among the many hundreds of manuscripts in the book col
lection, these fifteen Jefferson Davis letters were found and the book dealer 
in K. C. , knovling tr~t I was interested in everything Confederate brought them 
home for me. It would please me no end to hear what you have to say about the 
entire collection, as to their goodness, and perhaps as to their rarity, if any. 

In preparing to mount them for ~how there is the one marked A which in
trigues me no end, and which I would like to have a complete photograph of, 
that is every section of the piece. I have another party very interested in 
this particular item, and while I do not think I will sell it I might change 
my mind. Therefore, I would like to have a record of it for my files. 

Guess I have layed out quite a little work for you, but I would appre-
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Kimmel's Chevrolet Company, Inc. 

PHONE 52 

Stanley B. Ashbrook 
Page 2 
July 3, 1953 

A. MURL KIMMEL 

GARAGE AND SERVICE STATION 

HARDWARE AND IMPLEMENTS 

ROBINSON. KANSAS 

SALES AND SERVICE 

ciate it no end if you would take care of it for me as I know of no one who turns 
out photographic work like I have seen you do. And don't forget I would also 
appreciate any comments you have to make. 

Evervthing is going on about as usual for this time of the year in a farm 
area. Our crops are good, but our incomes are down and most farmers are in debt 
so far it will take them the next two years to get out if they have good luck. 
Farm prices have been sagging to the point where it has almost become a tragedy. 
I never did believe in subsidization, but the minute Ike started to let down 
and reduce expenses this farm country began to suffer. And I don't mind telling 
you anybody in business in an area of this kind is going to suffer along with 
them. I am highly in favor of our new government, but believe me it is going 
to mean a sweat-out period before we can all become adjusted. I used to think 
I knew a little something, now I've decided I don't know the answer to anything 
and lId sure hate to have the job of our new administrators trying to please 
and pacify the world. Am sure sorry you are not going to make t~e Houston con
vention and cannot pay us a visit, as my wife had told me she invited you all 
to stop by Robinson. This is a good place to come to rest. Nice and quiet 
here, all you can hear in the middle of the night are the coyotes howling; and 
the hoot owls roost with the chickens. But I don't blame you for going East 
to visit Stan, Jr. whose graduation I have read about in several philatelic 
magazines. His honors and accomplishments, and desire to go ahead must be a 
source of much pride for you all. 

Trust I may hear from you at your earliest convenience, and thanks for all 
your efforts in my behalf. Kindest regards to you all. 

Sincerely yours, 

Cl1kd---
A. I,fUrl Kimmel 

AHK: jl 
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r. • url rl el, 
Robimvm, Kans. 

D r url: 

July 13, 1953. 

.rust a line to ckno ledge receipt of yours 
of the ,rd, ith the .rer~crson Davls t rial. I 
w1l1 get at thls within the next t days and ill 

dvlse '1 u. 

1 th ev 17 od 1 h -

Cor lally yours, 



Received from: rAN EY B. AS 
P. o. Box 

----------------------- -i't.--Ft:-·Tnom:rS~'<e:;--

------------_______________ fDBI_IHOMAs. __ K'lr_--
One piece of ordinary mail addressed T'--f-':~----

to ---~-e-b------~\-Y_~-CD.Qn-------------------------------------
--------------~-~1-------01d-l).t-Q1t:-d---A.-y-o/n----l-------
---------------------------L.o--~----A.n~ele-s.--~.J!d-j-------

w .. 0 •• • =::~.:. DO:~~:6 PROVIDE F RCt1~NlFlCAp STMA8TER. 
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Mr. Stanley Ashbrook 
33 No. Ft. Thomas Ave. 
Ft. Thomas, Kentucky 

Good Morning Mr. Ashbrook: 

July 22, 1953 

About ~ year or so ago I became interested in collecting 
California covers, my object to see how many different towns 
I could find (1~50-99). I particularly became interested 
in San Francisco markings and have picked up whatever came 
my way. 

Awhile back I obtained the two enclosed covers and they puzzle 
me a bit, so I thought perhaps you could enlighten me. They 
both are in French and seemingly sent from S.F. to Havre, however 
there seems to be no S.F. postmarks. On the printed one there 
is a Panama marking which indicates it went via Panama. 

Another question is do you think the earlier cover was printed 
in S.F. or printed in France and sent to S.F. for the local 
firm to distribute1 If printed in S~ it would certainly come 
under the "scarce" catagory, I believe. 

Any help you can give me with these two covers would certainly 
be appreciated. I've enclosed a stamp addressed envelope for 
your convenience. 

Many thanks, 

APS 23076 
WCS 227 

Sincerely, 

Bob Myerson 
927 Stanford Ave • __ 
Los Angeles 21, Calif. 

~ 



( . July 25. 1953. 

r. Bob Myerson. 
927 Stanford Ave., 

s gales 21, C 11t. 

D r !r. tyerson: 

He with the two cover aa per yours of the ??nd. 
The on with t e pr;1.nt ddt line er 1849 AS no· de sited in 
the San F:rono1soo Pout Ott1ce, but s in all probability oarried 
pr v tely to Pen Oit nd placed in the llBil at the British 
Postal 1 ellay at that plec • Thenceforth it waB retecl the 88J!1e 

a 13tter originating at that city alld transnitted by British 
mail ships trom Ohagres to Liverpool and thence to Franoe, un 
unpaid letter wi h ostace due c.t Havre of 15 dec1f118S. 'i'his WBB 

th e('u1va1ent ot 8Pproxilllately ,Olt in U. S. ourrenc~; at that time. 

Re~ rdlIlg the other Clover. this WHS not deposited in 
the ~un Francisco Post Office but was evidently sent under separate 
covor to 8 commi~sion firm n New York by the name of Hargous 
BrothHrs, who plaoed it in the New York Post Offioe 1'OY' transmiSSion 
by firi t1sh Pecket to ~;tland an,1 thence to r'ranoe. 'I'his cover doee 
not s}.ow any"'New York ;oatm.ark. but it MB a mmcil u5" \':hich was 
the U. u. debit to Great Britain for the U. S . internal ch~rge of 
511 undor the U. S. - British Postal '.I.'reat, . This letter woa sent 

~oon...:pe.1.( end like the other nne 15 dec1m.ss was colleoted frofll the 
add .' • 

For turn1ah1ng an analysis ot covura I chercs vari9us 
fees. The fee on these t'/O covurs is 1 .. 50 eaoh or .3.00. \ 

One more point - I doubt if the printed sheet was ex outed 
in San Francisco and my euess 1s that the printing was done in new 
York or posglbly at Mexico City. 

Sincerely yours , 

.. 

\ 

I 



PENNYPACKO" 15·3237 

Mr. stanley B. Ashbrook 
33 N. Ft. Thomas Avenue 
Fort Thomas J Ky. 

Dear Stan: 

PHILIP H. WARD. JR. 

1616 WALNUT STREET· 

PHILADELPHIA 3 

August 13, 1953 

Here is a copy of a letter I have just received 
from Jere Barr dated August 12th together with a copy of my reply. 

I have never taken the trouble to write out be
fore a.s to why Perry and I had our original break. Here is the story 
and I have no desire of having a thing to do with him personally. 

Since last writing you, I have talked to Davis 
further and he hatS not received one cent of the $1,500 which Perry 
was going to collect for the publication of his book. I had under
stood from Hollo~bush that it was supposedly in press and that part of 
it had been printed. There is no doubt that he was in error and as 
far as I can see, unless he locates some other angel,it will be many 
months before the pUblication is available. I know he will not send 
me a copy for review rut should he send a copy to '1)(ekeel ' s" they will 
send it to me and I will review it not in my column but in a separate 
unsigned article, such as are found in this publication from time to 
time. 

I have your letter of the 10th and certainly 
agree with you that an answer can serve no good purpose. 

With kind personal regards, 

Sincerely yours, 

ifU--
PHILIP H. WARD, JR. 

enc. 



• 
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August 12, 1953. 

Mr. Philip H. Ward, Jr. 
) 1616 Walnut Street, 

Philadelphia, Pa. 

Dear Phil: 

I have your note of the 10th advising that Gossip will take a page ad 
providing we will take payment with an ad in Gossip. I do not see how we can do this. 
If we should do this, how would we explain to Mekeel's, Stamps and Western Stamp Col
lector why we did not give them. ads too. However, I am sending copy of this letter 
to Mr. Shaner and Lt. Col. DeVoss and if they do not concur in this thought of mine 
I will write you later. 

I note tha.t Minkus is getting out a O. S. Catalogue with Brookman's aid. 
I had considerable correspondence with Brookman about the 24¢ Continental, Which you 
and I have spoken about. I still believe that about 150,000 of these 24¢ Continentals 
were sent to Post Offices by the Stamp Agent in March, April, MSf and June 1875, and 
that the 364,950 24¢ stamps destroyed in 1885 included a large lot of the 24¢ 1869 
which were withdrawn from the Post Offices around 1870. I think the scarcity of covers 
with the 21.¢ 1869 stamp proves that there were not a lot sold. The figures I sent you 
taken from Luff's book indicates a balance within 14,000 between those received and those 
sold and destroyed. 

Would it be worth while to try to get Minkus to catalogue it? I don't 
know Minkus and you could do this better than I can. There are several Bissell covers 
dated in August 1875 sent to India which I believe have the 24¢ Continental; them came 
from Boston, one of the larger P. O.'s, who would naturally have the high-value stamps. 

Elliott Perry has been helping me with much infonnation about the Bissell 
"Find" which I have completed and sent to him for checking. I know you and Perry do not 
hi tit very well. I have sent Perry these same figures and I think Perry is beginning to 
believe it my way. He says that if my conclusions are correct, then the 24¢ Continental 
is not an awfully rare stamp. 

While on the subject, I very heartily wish that you fellows wouldn't 
scrap so. I think a lot of Perry and his opinions and I believe that you and Ashbrook 
are exceptionally well fnfonned. Why don't you say something nice about Perry in your 
Mekeel's column? I would like to see you and Perry good friends. He is writing a Book 
on the Carriers. Say a word about his knowledge of these. You're big enough to start 
the ball rolling. I believe Perry will be at Newark and I am looking forward to you're 
being there and maybe we can persuade Ashbrook to came also. Am I too frank with you? 
Our hobby shouldn't be a battle-ground; it should be a group around a peace table. I 
think Perry is wrong about the Ship to Shore, but that can be smoothed over and I think 
a few nice words from you would help. The Collectors Club Philatelist had a few nice 
words about Perry and I immediately sent them to him; he had a squabble with then some 
years ago. Think it over~ 

Sincerely, 

Jere. Hess Barr. 
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1 DOt. I' ....m. 1 J4f Cont1a_t.al , 
til ia ....... _t 0 t.b1. point. I 11 take t.he subject up 

b1Dk • 1ft er fna 701& t.aae AbJ"~. .-lag fI'aa a.U tor, 
roe btl. e. it. 70ur tuw in • tIC aDS ca.tIon to I 

at. ,." •• 4l • eopy of. a\1 to • 

I - 11M to l.eua .. t P.-nyl. 0<*1 ... U'OUd \0 OUI' of 
b. lntoaaU I haTe located 1n th. Wae'h1attOD t11 .. ~ ad wb1~b 

WN "" .. 18 ~ eoluliD, I _ of U.e op1a1on that no falr 1I1adecl • 
woul.d t.u to belli." that til. a4I CODUaa:stal. ex1ata. 

.. to 70ur lut t' .,raphe on ,~UI1g 88ther with JJ.U tt 
Pel'1'7, I al.d adU •• til., our di-.re-_t 1. IIOt &.1. in aIQ' "I to Otlr b8lng ora 
t., aid. or iIeti.oa for I b&.,. DeY. "tit_ PVl"1'. &b11l:t.,. t it 1s tho lUI1 
h1aH1t __ I abeollat.:lt t Uk. it 1 • ., op1aloa taaat lIOn 1. d11111k 
b1a tbau Mpll. W.. J.ut. lear be preferred cbar, .. aga1Mt •• 1d.~b the 80 of 
fiee Pree1cl t8 of ttl. LP ••• tr'1inl to ha.... .• .,eel beca •• or tile arl.1cle I 
1I1"Ote in reprda to the st 1851 .rein d1.tt.red. with Baker' a conclu81on ill • 
ac.ueaton Chb PbUat.aa,,8. Ie did not tb1nk that. 1 t ... a .eaU...nl,. .. t 
criUo1 •• & • 'wr1t. ..... telt. at I .moUld be IWIOY tl"CD th. Seo1et7 accol'Cltng-
~,. l' real t. .. bl. et.u'hd fna .-.15 or» Jura back ..mill I p rChu the 

bolts l847 t.tD4. r.l'I7, atr,er, ne1.n an my3elf were all ttar this lot cl 
ia.tea4 of ."dac & .eel&! trip • .walt UDkno to b 1'. 11 
the lelletMr e, n. we arriTe4 1 to at the a8lle tao. PeM7 was sent especial- ' 
17 to • too bq • at oh tl. _ ... badl,. I hapi_ 
to t ... t.ae boat trip 11"0& lew York, 80 I arrived earliar than \he st.. I called 
_l4Il.IIIOJ.W " td. 1a 'Iae -ai , .. t oat to b1. PLace .-d boupt. hia 11 n. 
pq1.q bill, .. I .recall, arouDd 112,000 or 1l, .. 0C1J. en I arr.1., ro ten o'clock 
to flY I' ltd]. t. ~W.. • nit .. t. i.e the • de!' 7001' all I 

• ttl ta l847'.. Pem adiatel.J stated he 14 not billev. it 
I .... tIc l1tu. .ther e be1.1fJTed it or not. J 

to • it and .. n. a a good eli t, I naw al.17 



• att r t.~ tt d .,.elt .&1.1 
Perri a. tn.:ve 
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ce bat date P.rJ'7 ha. til.. allbe:r ot rack. t •• Incl a rq 
t1 • altbourh b. rq n •• , RoweYf;'!r, h. hll' wrl. ttfll hi . 
1"1 .. til _ch a ... that aD7OD. o:r the ate.p ap.r. -.ould know.. to hi. 

tee. 8Uac. the '-onden ~nt I hay. DeY.r ... t1oned. hi. n_e in 111 colwm -~ 
.... 1' tllpeet t;c, 10. 'I hav .. 11" t_ ... r to mae friend. with h1a to 

.eYual ot u. h&T' 81ft that ite .,iblT h. hu. ern 100" mere tor he 
baa antaple\1o to ft hi. 0_ .t lat.r.at.. fte tOllpt With •• tor Aaket'JUll, 

ce ..-.n call_ poD'" , dur1.Df! hia 1u' ,.eare to eell th.. ","r thin a ot n.1. 
• .. ta..s.,. .-.,.pat 1Ib11b P.rTY cow. not move at tb. biper pric" th. placet 
porl th. e oaU.. PO'rl me t.o luiinc!le hie jt • in • bebelt and I an .... hi. 
... t frca \h. U.e Pffrr7 • aID tie ti., .,14 e IIJO,OOO nb of 

.t. p. t.r bia. I 414 a lot or tncHn with AekftUft for he 1fU 1ll1Uftlf to take .t.p. iaetMAll ot can tor ~ pi.c .. , cb u the block ot a1X\ .. 184'7 Sf DOW 18 
.., ooUtft1on. 

, _ .tIIP17 tel.l1n« 70u thi. eo you will knOw 87 I Go Dot wmt \0 
.. errt. B •• tlOnalT d1il1ku •• ud I .troJ'lW 41aJ.ik. h1a. Lite 1. too .bon 

to put up cth eucab ,.pl.. It. 1. my o~on that Stan .uhbroo& wlll take he._ 
.~. eacl I _ ... it b ...... to • ...uk. U<l I cert&inl1 bOp' hI 1dU, ',,-t he 11111 
DOt t \0 auk, b t.h Pen:r let by .... be D7..... 1 think S~'. ~u "* 
U reprU to PBnT are .. til .tl"ODl1r \baD ciA., it Hcb a thine 1. po.aiDle. 

b. tor at l._t 
altboacb I ..,. 

i 11 loOk tol'WUCl to 'eein« 10U at 
dq.. I bave not .. ,.1'. 4101 act .. to 

• CO Na., .ere I up .. t to 
eth.r I 11111 .tq ovemi,nt., 

Wi ldDCt pereon&l r. U'U. 

J1ac.Nly 10"1'8, 

• • I ha.,. tlte a ad bi. l.tt.., 4 no leann, tor 
lIIlU 1'.. It, a1 I1'..d aUl it to TOLl. r. 
here or ttl • but I cloQbt it Terr m\lch t r .he i. y 

• My ... ~ 
• .liSht .n It 

carelul. 
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Mr. Philip H. l.ard, Jr., 
1616 jalnut St., 

Philadelphia 3, Pa. 

Denr Phil: 

Aug. 1.5, 19.5 

Under date of July 16th, 19.51, I loan d you a photo print 
of th • .5¢ New York l8b2 reprint plAte of nine. I have copy ot the letter 
before ae and note thot you never returned the print. I trust that you have 
not misplaced it. Do you!mo of anyone ho 0 ns an or1ginal tull sheet? 
It so, I 1«)uld like to borra it and (ake a good photo print. As I wrote 
you at th t time, I have a vapue recollection th~t ~ obtained the print fro 
Perry, but it .may have been ("i ven to IIlO by Hoggio. 110 doubt you re ember him. 
In all pra~abl1lty there is a sheet of the reprint in the Lapham collection. 

Tours of the 13th received and I Ja3 very uph 1nterested 1n 
the co les of your correspondenco ith our autual friend Jere Burr. At var10us 
times in the past some of my rood friends heve approached me \ 1 th siml18r s 
gest_ons that I bury the hatchet ~ith Perry and forget the past. If anyone has 
any deSire to learn 'hy I have turned dotln any suggest':'ons all they ave to do 
is to read thru various issues of his Pat Poragraphs. I think his Smart- leck 
re arks were due solely to jealousy and were ~ritten with the sole purpose of 
trying his best to discredit me. I am ausolutely sure that he hurt himself far 
more than he did any damage to me. 

It might interest you to know that within recent nths I ad
dressed a letter to him inquiring what he uld cherge for plating copius or the 
lO¢ 1847. I addressed the letter simply as Elliott an stated that this las not 
to be constru •• as a frIendly letter but merelY a matter of business. In reply 
he ave me his tenns and stated that he was soliciting contributions for his 
Carrier book, also inquired if I could furnish a photo print of the Co pound 
envelope sho ing lO¢ plus l¢ tram Ne\ York to CalifornIa With the Ocean 1811 post
mark. In reply I stated that I muld sunply him. with a print for 2.00, \'/hlch 
he sent and I sent him. a print. InCidentally, thIs cover was photograph 82 in 
my April 19.53 Service Issue. 

I Further regording yours of the 13th. I don't know why there has 
been 80 uch secrecy about the Perry book, but as near as I can find out, Jessup 
never served as Chairman of a co Ittee to ra1se funds, and Ithln the last severol 
days he advised me that he had no knowledse whatsoever ot hOll uch money had been -
~IBed though he s aware of the fact that Perry had personally solicit d contri
butions thruout the cnuntry. One tl ing that I did not knOtl as that a co 1 tee 
had been fo~ed, headed by Henry eyer, to edit the onuBcript before publication, 
and to el1m1note any wise-cracks or personal attacks. I understand th3t several of 
our good friends are on thIs co Utee, and that my name had origInally been sug
gested, but was turned down. By who , I do not !mo , but probably P r • I under-
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~2 r. Philip H. ard, Jr. - Aug. 15, 1953. 

stand that aoBride 1s on the 00 ittee, though he never mentioned this foot 
to me. Also Hollowbush, Traoy Simpson end several others ho I do not racall 
st the moment. ~ether this committee hes ever done any . work or seen the 
anuscr1pt, I do not know. I have en idea, ho ever, t~ot Hollowbush Is not 

telling you all that he knows obout the roposition. hile I heve no actual 
knowledge, I have a strong suspicion that Don Steele is tied up ith the pro
position In some ay_ It looks to me like all the money that l'err.y has collected 
has vone into his own pocket to nay him for his ork. I onder if the contri
butors ere informed in advance that such ould be the case. If Bernard Davi 
goes ahead ith the proposition, he will surely ran into trouble, becau'e there 
ere plenty of precedents. As for exa ple, Ackenmn, Needham and Lichtenstein. 
Regarding the 24¢ Continental. hy don't you write a l ottor to Brookman and auote 

rr~s remarks on the bubject? And inquire of Les as to his ViOlS. I think the 
important point is to Idenrtfy copies of the 24¢ Cont1nental before doing any 
listing. It such a stamp cannot be positIvely identified, why should it be listed? 

Ith regards -

SIncerely yours, 

• 
• 



• 
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H L. INIJ0 UIST 
FUI3L.CAT.O~S 

I 5 3 W A V E R L Y P LAC E , NEW Y 0 R K I 4 , N . Y. 

~. Stanley B. Ashbrook 
33 N. Ft. Thomas Avenue 
Ft. Thoms, Kentucky 

near Stan: 

Julg 31, 1953 

ard's letter rega~ding the Perr,y book is interesting, and in the mean
time I had also had confirmed to me that the Philatelic Museum and Bernard Davis 
were behind the book, and I can already see trouble brewing ahead. 

In the first plac., if Bernard thinks he can bring out this book for about 2500, 
I think he has a rude awakening coming. If it is properly illustrated even the 
cuts won't cost that much; and if it is a bound book each book will cost at least 
42¢ for binding. 

If the total receipts to date amount to only 1500, which Perry has grabbed for 
himself, I think they ill have some tough scratching to get another 1500 be
cause they have already taken the cream off the top. But that I s their problem 
and unless they get a real angel to finance the whole book, I think they are going 
to have trouble before tha,y even get started. 

I'm returning Ward's letter as I presume you will want it for your files. 

I'm leaving for Nassau tomorrow, to be gone three weeks. It's rather warm down 
there I believe, but welve got air-conditioned rooms and I think weill enjoy it. 
I'm going there because I have never been there' before and several of ray good friends 
more or less make it their headquarters during the Yachting season. 

I suppose you know all about the new Minkus Standard Catalog. Les Brookman 18 go
ing to edit the United States section, but Minkus is going right ahead with his 
plans for a complete catalog, which of course will compete with the Scott Catalog. 
He has a lot of big plans for promotion ttrough new fields, and possibly the book 
can be gotten out without affecting the Scott Catalog, although of course, any 
col:lpetition is apt to be felt. 

With best per sonal wishes, I am 

Sincerely yours, 

·1~ 

HLL/G 

Phone : ORellon 5·5407 Cable Address : lINDPUBS 
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Mr. Stanley B. Ashbroo . 
;; N. Ft. Thomas Avenue 
Fort Thomas, Ky. 

Dear Stan! 

PHILIP H. WARD, I r. 
1616 Walnut St. 

Phil delphia ;, Pa. 

July 27, 195, 

Your letters of Iuly 24th and 25th have both arrived this 
morning, the later letter coming in, in the first mail and your earlier 
letter in the seoond mail. 

We haYe been guessing all along, so I 1mmsdiately picked 
up the phone and called Davis to learn what it is all about. You will 
recall that Perry spo e at the Writers' Breakfast at the A.P.S. meting 
in Philadelphia and a e tor suppo~ tor his publicat~on. As a result. 
he ha tollowed up these remarks by wr1ting indiYidually to a number ot 
oolle~t s and dealers throughout the oountry. Davia tells me that he 
wanted $;,000, of wnich $1,500 would go to him and the other $1,500 would 
be paid to the National Philatelic Muaeum'and 1ncidentally, deducted from 
your inco e tax, and this 1,500 would go towards the publication ot the 
book. In such a case~ Davis said he would add $1,000 more tor he felt it 
would cost tully l2"O to publish it. He tells me that Perry has re
ceived checks 8mOuntiDe 0 upward ot $1,500 tor authorIng the publioation 
and he mentioned that . ere was a substantial check trom Henry Gibson. He 
has a list of the ten or twelve people who tinanced it but 1 did not take 
the time over the p one to tind out 1'!ho they were. He has not as yet re
ceived one cent towarda publication and will do nothing until $1,500 is at 
hand. He tells me he ~s a little sore with Perry for writing the article 
in Scott's Monthly. denoribing some new Oarriers belonging to Mrs. &.llger 
of this city. It was DaVia' understanding that everything on Carriers) new 
or old, tram Perry's peIl, should appear in this publication for the tirst 
time. , 

Now that I huve the straight facts, I know positively the de
tails Davis has given me are true to the best ot his knowledge and beliet. 
I think: I wi 11 take up the sub j eot again wi tll ,ll'rank Hollol'lbush when I see 
him. I em going to the shore tor a couple weeks but will be baok one day 
during the time end atter that 1 expeot to go to the Mountains for a week 
or ten days. I will begin to get back to normal after Lebor Day, at which 
time 1 will possibly s Frank and disouss the qetai.ls. Perl7 :3PP/3aled to 
Mrs. Bulger. tor mODe)" but she never uet hiJn except when he asked her to loan 
him the covers to write up and teeling tl1at she knew nothing about him or his 
propOSition, was not inclined to donate anything. 8he has since ignored the 
request due to the recommendations ot others. Davis 8a1d Perry waB going 
aroUDd with 8 poor mouth 'urying to appeal to sentiment rather ihan philatelio 
~ork in collecting for his booklet. 

8i cerely yours, 

(signed) PHlUP H. WARD, IR. 



SPRUCE TOPS 
Kennebunkport 

Maine 

Yr. $tanley E. Ashbrook 
33 ~forth Fort Thomas Ave. 
Fort Thomas, Kentucky 

Dear Stanley: 

August 13, 1953 

Your comments regarding the 
Wm. Hale counterfeit stampers mentioned 
in your letter of July 17th a re interesting. 

Here is a cover that seems 
rather puzzling to me. If the letter 
went by a postman from the outskirts 
of Cambridge and was put into the first 
P.O. as a Way letter, could the Cambridge 
postmaster pay the carrier his It and 
then send it on"Way to Boston" ? How 
would Harnden get it to pay the "Way 6"? 
Were these script markings applied by the 
Cambridge or the Boston P.O. ? 

The French and British script 
ratings suggest that Harnden paid only to 
the French frontier (?). 

Kennebunkport has been celebrating 
the 300th Anniversary of the town, once named 
Arundel until about 1721. 

Sincerely yours, ~f_ ~_ 

tu~~C. ,~ 



.:S P'tUCE. 'J op~ 
!J( E.nnE.Cun~po'tt 



r. uri e C. Bl , 
:rue. ope, 
Kennobunkport, in •• 

De r ouric.: 

yours ot 
s c to b 
like to study 1 t 
connect1on. I 
.I.T. S 8V r 

quite 
it" you 
tor his 

te ed 0001 · 
so I jud • it 

thre hUDd cltb 
qui te an evant. 

y. 

p)l b 
pres t, 

to m 1s c lobrntin ito 
sure thi t be 

it best 1shes
Cordially, 



THIS SIDE FOR ADDRESS 
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r. urice C. B1 e, 
Spruce ops, 

KennebJ,lnkport, 1 ne. 

D r)4 urice: 

ug. 22, 19.53. 

Your c rd of the 18th received, and I note that 
rthur vis h d a look at the cover to 0 e, 60 I 

returning it h re ith. One point th t I overlook d a8 
that the lett r a8 d t d the 2 th nd th C bridge 
po t 'rk is the 30th. his 1 t indicat th t th 
writer U 8 fro hi hom -to u at the t~e the 1 tter 

88 ritt n •• I think it i ell to b ar in mind that at 
the ti e this let ter as rltten, the post to de tl tion 
could not e prepaid, but th U. S. dome tic te h d to be 
pre id. I ill a sit Ith interest your co ent on 
1 st lett~r re ardlng t cover. 

ow much 10 er ill ou be in ine? 

Ith kindest r 8 -

Sincerely, 



Mr. ourice C. Bl ke, 
Spruce ops, 

Kennebunkport, !aine. 

Dear Maurice: 

Aur. 18, 1953. 

Your ir Special arrived about 7:30 P.M. 1 at nifht. 
I note th, 'aine postmark s 7 A. • s e dey. 'Ihis is thp first ti e 
I bavo ever recei vod an a1 11 1e~ter fro the I~st tho same day it 
as mailed. ~ note your e ,t r is deted he 15th. 

Re - the 90¢ '61 co ·or in t e Ho r, ooke sale of 
lost oy 19th - Lot 65. ~en I received the catalogue I noticed this cover 
£lnd the "32" cradl t ~hic appeareu entirely 'irong. I cut the illustration 
fro the cotalof'ue and put it in my filos but here, I do not know, as I 
have been unable to locote it. y conclusion s that the cover "i'as a fake 
and I intende to \rlte Gordon Ho r but I declo d why should I bother? 
J. note the cover Gold' 120.00. I do not recall h't the port Committee 
sent it to me before or ofter the sale. 

The (u,stion 1s simply tliu - why should the U.S. have 
retained 56¢ out of 90¢ paid? hat senice could ,e have pf,rfomed to en
t1tled us to 58¢? I suspect that tIlls was a 53¢ rate by flAm . P t. II to 
Englan - our share 2l¢ and a credit of 32(1 to the British . The "32" as 
not applied at Boston but at llew York, I a1HO recall that I noted the killor 
because it resembles 0 killer on 8 9V." cover that as in the F . U.H. collec
tion. I referred to your book. A~ain I have today noted that 1t does not 
look like 968 on Plate 59 but it 1s SOCilething liko 1237 on Plate 73. 

Later 
I found that I filed tl catalogue illustration of the 

cover ith the ).D.n. illustration. I am anelo inn tho latter herowit • 
Please return as it 1s ir 1m my filtH~. I 8100 enclose t\.o othor photo prints 
showing the N.Y.",?2" credIt. Strange, but one is an underpay of l¢, the 
other an overpay or l¢. 

I a to ay rHing Hanner, Rooke '= Co. that suspect 
Lot 65 in their ay sale is a fake ond can thoy he 'e it sent to 8 • 

• 1th r gar Is 

Cordially yours, 



Aug. 1'), 1953. 

r. M. r.. Bia e, 
Spruce Tops, 

Kennebunkport, raine . 

De r ' aurice: 

rther Ror din the ~ cover to Rome. I doubt if' I 
can furnish th ans ro to your u rlee b cause this cover certeinly has 

e D1l7z1ed. I has C brIdge po~t r ond the letter is date- lined 
Cambrid e . I can hardly he'1o~e that tel tor Post Office or the Boston 
Offie could have turned this lot~or ever 0 H mden to convey to England, 
thus sup ose e v'ould love to saume th t 0 0 entrust to rnden 
before it ro cbed the C bridGe Post Of'f'ice. 

I suppo e the it r ent~lsted the letter to Hornden to 
.al1 and 10 hi to do so, giving Herndon oney to pa~ the ch rges. The 

'11'1 tel' s no doubt a resident of C bridge but he ay have beon elsewhore 
when he "rote this l etter - but if' thin is true and he ave it to Harnden, 
by :.'as it laced in the Cambridge :>. 0 . - and further 1:1" that of'f"ico sent it 

to Boston and Boston 1 ced it abo Cunard ohip, ho I \'las the British 
postage paid. 

Th macent manuscript looks like the l~itish 2 shillings 
one pence or is it 2 ' shillings eu p nce? The oval "PD." in surely French 
end I suppose indicated that French postege had been paid - though I suppoGe 
it oould hove meant that pO"ltoge h' boen paid in full to 1 orne . J.ll very 
uzzl1ng. I haven't the "ljghteot ideo ~ho put the "~;ay to noston'. Hove 

you any explanation f"oT the "lb3 ~Un.JI JO"(?) . 

I have not ntto;'lpted to reed the l etter but I vonder if' it 
c ntalns any 01 e~ 

j, Jill al,olt your reply bef'o'" return! 
like Dr. DeViL to h vc a look at it. 

lth best ishes -

GOl'Clinlly yours, 

it os I lIould 



lire Ste,nley B. Ashbrook 
P. O. Box 31 
Fort Thomas, Kentucky 

Dear Stanley: 

"Spruce 'l'ops" 
Kennebun port 

)laine 

August 21, 1953 

Since receiving your air mail letter of the 18th I see 
under stronger light and glass that 'the postmark on the '9:armer, Rooke 
photo (Lot 65, ay 19, 1953 Sale is N. YORK AY. PKT. PAIDfiAY/25, so 
I need not have' been concerned about the markings on this cover for 
the Boston record, ' though I shall be interested to know where the 
letter originated if it is sent you for inspection. The 90t stamp 
was described as "Creased where letter was folded", but it certainly 
does not seem to check with the 32 credit and I wonder whether the 
cancellation on the stamp and cover was postally applied. 

llany thanks for the three photos herewith returned. The 
cover of Dec.1863 has the correct 32 credit even though l¢ underpaid 
by 52,rt in stamps; but the cover of Nov. 23, 1868 has 24,¢ and 30t when 
the rate via arseilles had been changed fro~ 53¢ to 42¢ per toz. on 
Jan.l, 1868. Would not 32 be ' the correct credit for a half-ounca letter 
out by Am.Pkt. in 1868 for China @ 42¢ postage via Harseilles ? 

I had recorded the Delano cover-BOSTON BR. FKT. PAID/ 
lIAR/2(5?) in 1865 (BE 712 red with 90~t61 cancelled by BPIl.P1.59:968-9 
(vari8nt.'bars)~Fr.encli lfa:il'¥ia ., llarseil,les· c~edit 81i3 ms*red BW.764C{new) 
to Hong Kong ... from the Kelleher Sale of Hqr. 21., 1952, Lot 47 photo; but 
I must admi t I do not grasp the rating 90¢·~ cred.1 t 81¢ via Uarseilles in 
1865, unless it was taken from the notation "French Vail" as ,to be per 
French Closed Uail at 3x30¢ credit 3x27¢ (cf BPU. Fig. 36,p.155; Note 808, 
p. 170). Actually the letter seems not to have gone by Fr.Closecr lCail. 

The Way to Boston - Cambridge - Harnden - via England and 
France to Rome iteIll' certainly offers possibilities for speculation. I 
do not believe Harnden had the cover until after it was postmarked in 
Cambridge. I suppose Harnden paid the 5¢ internal plus l¢ Way and the 
British 2/1 or 6(?) against personal credit of sender, recipient or 
the banker of either and perhaps the French decimes charge was paid at 
Rome. I g,uessed that 163 Babuino (or Bambino ?) is a, street address 
in Rome, as the s~~ipt and ink are not quite like the "Way to Boston" 
and "Way 6". \ 

With kindest regards, 

Sincerely yours, 



-

r. Maurice C. Blake. 
Spruce Tops, 

Kennebunkport. Baine. 

Dear Maurice: 

Aug. ~.5. 19.53. 

Yours of the ~lst with enclosures received. 

Regardine the 90~ cover, - Harmer, Rooke Sale, Lot 6.5, 
May 19th, 1953. I wrote Thatcher of, that firm, informing him that I 
was splcious of the cover and that he might care to so advise the buyer. 
Up this writing I have not had a reply. That firm would very much prefer 
to heve a customer get stuck with a fake cover than to be bothered with 
making a retund. I can assure you that I have learned this by experience. 

I alao wrote a friend of mine who is in the habit of bidding 
on every 90¢ 1861 cover that comes up in a r~ew York auction, but he informed 
me that he did not buy thie cover 

Regarding the photograph you returned. or course, you ere 
perfectly right on the cover of 1868 with the 54¢' rate. ov;ever, it does seem 
odd that \.a credited 32¢ and kept 22¢. I Viiill look into this. 

Again regarding the Cambridge cover to Rome. I think that your 
analysis would be perfectly okay if it were not for one point which seems most 
important to me. That point 1s this - You stated that you do not believe that 
Harnden had the cover until atter it was postmarked in Cambridge. Do you be
lieve that after a letter was depOSited in a United States post ottice that it 
would have been turned over to any private carrier to transmit? Harnden was 
just an expressman with no~oftlcial connections with the Cambridge or Boston or 
U.S. post office. Do you believe that the Oambridge postmaster would have had 
any authority to turn this letter over to Harnden? I think th~t this point 1s 
the mo&t important one regarding this cover. 

During the Gold Rush days miners at the old mines gave various 
express companies written instructions to the San Francisco Post Office to de
liver to the latter mail addressed to them. " In other words, I suppose a post-
4l8ster would deliver mail to a private carrier upon a written order from the ad
dressee but how could this have happened in the transmission of this Cambridge 
oover If the wri ter wanted He rnden to forward the 1 et ter to London v:hy put ita 
U.S. post office. I will be glad to have your c~~ent. 

If the letter was deposited in Lhe Cambridge Post Office how 
could it be a Way letter into Boston? There VI s no such e thing as 8 ',ay letter 
from one post office to another. I don't know 'hy this letter should have been 
handled any different from any other letter goine to Europe at that time. If it 
first entered the U. S. Kail at Cambridge, the regular procedure would have been 
to send it to the Boston Post Office, and from there put aboard a Cunard ship for 



England. I am sure that I do not under tand how any nostage could have been pre
paid. 

Perhaps a fUrther study will bring out the facts. 

\'lith regards -

Cordially yours, 

• 

" 

; 



Yr. Stanley B. Ashbrook 
33 North Fort Thomas Avenue 
Fort Thomas, Kentucky 

Dear Stanley, 

"Spruce Tops" 
Kennebunkport 

llaine 

September 2, 1953 

Thank you for return of the Cambridge- Way to Boston
Harnden- ANGL. 4 BOULOGNE/18/JANV/48 cover to Rome with your letter 
dated Aug. 22, with magenta concentric ~VPORT, KY. FORT THOJQS BR./ 
AUGj24/1953 and single circle dull pur9le KE1rnEEUNK PORT, MAINE REC'D/ 
AUG/26/l953/830 AU on back of the enclosing registered envelope. 

That Wednesday afternoon, August 26th, my cousin, iss 
liary Gilman Pulsifer, resident here in the summer and at 11 Uason st. 
in Brookline in the winter, after luncheon as usual in the dining-room 
became short of breath upon going for a' rest in her own room and in 
a few minutes had passed away from a coronary,qui~e peacefully, in her 
seventy-eighth year. She .was an exceptionally fine gerson to whom 
I was devoted. The Service here on Friday was very inspiring and 
burial in a Gilman family plot at Dover-Foxcroft, Uaine followed on 
Saturday, the 29th. A Uemorial Service will be held in Brookline on 
1Tednesd y, september 9th, at the Harvard Congregational Church of 
which she had been a member for over fifty years. 

Uy thoughts are rather far away from philately at the 
~resent time, but I may mention one or two points to which you refer 
in your letters of the 22nd and' the 25th of August. It is true that 
postage to foreign destination could not be pre aid in December 1847 
to the U. S. Post Office Department, but it could be so paid by cash 
or on credit with Harnden & Co. and also with one or more other private 
firms in Boston who so advertised and had their own agents or corres
pondents abroad. What official arr ngement for foreign mail bet een 
the Boston Post Office and Harnden exfsted, if any, I do not kno • 
Since publishing Boston ~ostal arkings newspaper notices showing 
engagement 'Jf Harnden Co. by the P.O.Department for the transport 
of • the Bos1Dn- ew York U.S. xpress J il in 1842-1843 CaIne to light. 
Th~ letter doubtless was brought to the Cambrid~e P.O. by ~ private 
individu~l or by a post route carrier and trans~ort from the Crum
bridge P.O. into Bcston ~ould presumably have been by vehicular 
c~nveya ce. such a foreign letter might have been outside the 
domestic mail bags and handed to Harnden by the driverl~ collecti 
~ the 6t y charge (1; T~ay pl u s 5t internal under 300 miles). t 
bear s no Bos t on P.O. handstamp. 



r. aurice C. Blake , 
""pruce Tops, 

Kennebunkport, aine. 

Dear eurice: 

""8 t. 7, 1953. 

our letter of the ?nd received end I wes very 
sorry to hear of the passi r yo r cousin, iss Pul irer. 
You must have sen very devoted to her an I cen realize 
that the suddenness of her passing was a ver,y severe shock. 
Please accept my sincere sympathy. 

Last eek I mailed you a confidential memorandum 
re ardi the fake 90¢ 1861 cover in the Harmer Rooka Sale 
last ay 19th. I am no, enclosiDg a photo print • .., You will 
note that the buyer re~oved the tamp and reperforated the 
left side after the sale. I believe th t rmer ooke Co. 
would have refunded the purchase price upon Iny reco endation 
had the buyer not damaged the . tamp with a fake perfor'tion. 

hen I returned the cov r to him I told him that in my opinion, 
this was a very bed practice end th t if he auld take my ad
vice, he would navo~ tamper in any way with a stamp or a cover. 

urther raferring to the Cambri a covar , I did 
consider the possibility that this letter mi ht have been turned 
over to Harnden and Co. for transmiSSion to neland , but I dis
car ed th~t theor.y because in my opinion this ould have been 
most irregular and I have never heard of a similar instance, T 
what authority could the Cambridge or the Do ton ost office 
turn over a piece of mail to a private carrier tor transmission, 
when such mail was supposed to go thru regular channels~ If 's 

4 

are to consider that sither of these U. S. post oftices did uch a 
thing, then of curse the entire picture of this cover is changed. 

'y kindest reger 

Cordially yours, 



MAURICE C. BLAKE 
11 MASON STREET 

BROOKLINE 46, MASSACHUSETTS 

1 r. Stanley B. shbrook 
33 Worth Fort ThoMas Avenue 
Fort Thomas, Kentucky 

Dear Stanley: 

November 19, 1953 

I wondered whether the small oval China and Japan 
mentioned as a fake in your letter of the 13th was authentic, 
but as I wrote when I first saw the advertisement photo of t~is 
1869 cover ldid not feel qualified to pass judgment on it. 

I believe I have evidence that my Way 6 from Cam
bridge to Eoston for Rome vi8 Harnden prepaid to London, post
marked at the Cambridge office December 30, 1847, could have 'been 
and doubtless was so handled under Boston Post Office authority. 

The Boston ~ost Office notice in the Boston Almanac { . : .~\ 
for the Year 1847, compiled in the last quarter of 1846, states(p.163): 

" The foreign Fostage on Letters to any part of Great Britai:;" 
or the Continent, can be prepaid at this office. 

Letters for these ails can be forwarded from a,ny post office 
in the Gni ted states, by mailing them to Boston for distribution, 
post paid to Eoston; - nothing more is neces'"'ary. " 

In the list of xpresses (Almanac for 1847, pp.164-6) Harnden is 
noted at 8 Court street in Boston. 

Ho ever, the P. O. notice in lmanac for 1848, com9iled 
late in 1847, also on p. 163, states: 

"Foreign ails.-- A mail is forwarded to, and received from 
~ngland, via Halifax, Nova Scotia, by the British ail Packets, 
on the 1st and 16th, for eight months in the year, and once a 
month for the four winter months. Hails for Calcutta, and all 
other Foeeign Ports, are sent as often as opportunities occur. 

The Foreign Postage on Letters to any part of Great Britain, 
or the continent, can be prepaid at Blake, Coolidge, & Wheeler's 
office, 8 Court street. " 

In this Almanac for l848{compiled late 1847) I find 
this among the pages of Advertisements on p.178: 

" Harnden's ~xpress, For Booton, New York, Providence, Phila
delphia and the South and west. Proprietors, Blake, Coolidge, 
& Wheeler. D. Brigham, Jr. and J. H. Blake, 8 Court st., Boston; 
B. W. '1ffieeler, Union Bldgs., Providence; F. W. Coolidge, 6 W·all st., 
~ew York; Office in Philadelphia, 43 South Third Street. 

Though I cem trece no direct connection wi th my 
surnamesake, these conbined statements with the Harnden and 
other markings on my cover indicate that HarndenJrepresentative 
must have been allowed by the Boston • O. to pay the Way 6 as 
well as the Foreign Postage through ~ngland to the French frontier. 

sincere~~ 
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r. urice C. Bloke, 
11 Boon St., 

Brookline, ass. 

Deer 8urice: 

I 

Dec. 8, 19.53. 

He - your "Garebrid e cover to rome." I enclose a note 
from "Hlott Perry together 11th so!"'.e pa ges from .1s "Pat a tl

, also copy 
of A l~ter I have rltten him to eye Pi ase return the above t your 
convenience. 

1 tb st viis hes -

Go rd.1 ally yours , 

• 



ac. 8, 1953. 

r. Hiott arry, 
. " O. oc 333, 

eattiela , ' .J. 

ll1ott: 

Th nk' v ry \Jch tor -the d ta on H rnd . .ant to loan 
thi to eurice Blake and as on as he returns the sh ets trom "Pats" 
1 11 retu m th to you. 

(uost i n ca"le up bec sa l' 8 cover tl t belon to 
B e, photo raph of' hieh r nelose here ith . 'Ihe 1 tar inside is d ted ;-

brIdge, a8 . ec. jO , 184'/ , and the blue post IX on tace 1s the 
date. It shows" ay to ston' and a so " ay 6" - lao I a1 11 of 0" 

( arn en co . ) The LonC1on p . • is 'Pai . ' r a. St ed th t th1s 8S ent 
un id" ay 6" to 0 ton, end thnt ott1ce turned 1 t ov r to larn en ho id 
the ay 6 an then one of their s engers carried 1 t to Lon on and pleced 
it 1n tho Brit1sh 11 , propaying the po ta e. The ndon p . m. 1s "Paid . " 
I rc ret th1s photo print 1s oor. lh.re if no evidence that I can ee 
to in Ieate 0 the ri t r aId Harnden . hat struck me 8S very unusual was 
the tact (C) th t the loon p . O. t lrned t 8 1 ter over to Harnden to 
convey to London and how 1d they now th t the rit er wanted 1 t prepaid? 

Keep the photo tbr your tiles It y u 1 h. 

Y ura etc ., 



Dec .mber 3, 

Stan; 

Check .. 33.33 for John's p ating 1ilork on last batch of lOc 
47s received last night vith thanks. 

Regarding :the ~-arnden matter, tear sheets from Pats 5'2:, are 
enclosed . The adv. at the bottom of page 1766 , ay answer your 
query, or in part . 

The Harnden chapter in the Independent .. ails book was YTit
ten several years ago and I have not looked at it recently but 
I reca~l that at one period Harnden ' s mail bag was loc~ed in the 
Nev York Post Office Cind unloc~ ed in the Boston Post Office (or 
vice versa on westbound trips). Letters which were addressed to 
foreign countries v1ou.ld - or .::ight - be turned back to :rarnden 
to de iver to the ship, not as a private carrier, but an an of
ficial mail agent of the U.S. Post Office. 

nO'. ever , I see no reason to believe the Boston Post Office 
v.ould have used Harnden ' s Express to take :..ail to outbound ships 
after the P.UL.G. annul ed the arrangeilient vith Harnden in Febru
ar; 1844. If there '\"'as any such ~rraLgement at a later date I 
tave found no evidellce of it. 

The facts V\ould seem to be against a similar arrange~nent at 
a later date. Harnden ' s Boston, V~rcester , Springfield, Bartford 
and Albany business - whi ch became a gold i..d.ne - VThS practically 
given away to Thompson, and I thiIl.i( not so many years passed un
til Adams got Inost or all of Harnden 's 30ston- :e ~ York business , 
vhich a~so became extremely profitable . 

It seems very doubtful if Thompson or Adams v-anted the ail 
business, or could have got it if they did want it. The P . O. 
Dept . stoop ed using package express men as mail agents , and Route 
Agents whose only job was to look after the mails T ere put on the 
boats and trains. The Act of 1845 made the carriage of mail on 
post routes by private carriers Pout of the mails" illegal and 
most of such private carriage stopped June 30, 1845 . 

It is tr~e that years later the De,artm8nt as still complain
ing about expresses carrying letters - which 'lias being done - but 
this v.as at least partly due to the fact the transport~ng ftorders" 
v.as not illegal un--er the law, and such ftorders" often included 
personal correspondence. 

Yes , later on and when it haopens to be convenient for you, 
I would .":.ike to see registry instructions you mention. R-'ght now 
too much other v.ork is on hand . Copy for the Januarv installment 
of the Haiti serial - and maybe enough for February also - is 
here peing checked now an~v t11.ere is a d.ead line: t'J meet. 

Yesterday the last1:;; .ort che. tel for the Carrier book 'Vras com
pleted but nev,- data has'" arri ved wh.:"ch ill ave to be add.ed to 
otHer chapters. 

he lOc 1847 express pac~ages have all come fu ly ~repaid and 



#2 Stan 

all have been returned to you col ect. 

As 

F . S. I might add ~egarding Grahfu"'!l 'S adv . "F" and the co:nm :mt on it 
(pages 1765 and 1767)_~ that Hale &. Co ., and Spooner t s Letter :Mail 
Mal! had then (~arch ~, 1844) begun theit independent ail service 
between Boston and Ne Yora and ere carrying letters at 5c if 
prepaid by their "twenty for 1 . 00" stamps . Also that some U. S. 
court,s did not agree '\ 'i th GraJham ' s use of the ord "la" less" and 
some independent nails continued to onerate until the Act of 1845 
became law . 



MAURICE C. BLAKE 
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Stb.n; 

lhe expre s pac.u..age \ ith twenty lOc l847s 2rrivej L~usday 
evening aiter y letter had been maiLed . If John Qoesn ' t have too 
illUCll troutJle 'iJ,i th the "hardboiled eggs lt tne" ,ill start bacK to 
you on Tuesday the 15th. 

5c ~ew York;I don ' t recallr~n~ suggest;on tnat the plate of 
.; nine 'bas made as ea.r.1., 'as 1845 , so you may have something . _qovv

ever no reason for making such a small pla.t'e occur~ to me . ':..he 
Greig C. D. Post plate of 184~ conta.ined 42 subjects and ten years 
or lliore ago I learned that the V. r . C. D. Post pLate of the Srune 
year contained at least 40 subjects ani probably not more than 
120 . l'hd Ha.le plate contained 20 :1 the sma.1l .runericFil lJet ter I.c.il 
had 20 (and probably the large stamp also) , and the Pomeroy had 
40 in tvvo panes of tVienty . I don f t AIlOVi t ... la t the size of other 
flIndependent <ail Route" stamps of 1844-45 has been determined 
but as the usual price was tt20 for a dolJ.artl it seems unlik.ely 
tnat the pla~es or sheets had less than twent~ stamps . I do not 
.KIlO·~ of any ocal post stamp around that period "v'nich had less 
trla t ten stamps . 

u.s. Express ~,-c..iL; I b.gree that tIle smal.l red "51! "'a.S C:.t cOJ...LeCt 
Idte CI.,tJ;JJ.1ed oy tne route age t, c..na tnat pen C'ncel. ..... ea .1::>4-75 on 
tne Ne\ Yorh.- .bO Lon Route would not De expected . These are t 0 
01 the reaeone v.flY "Gile r ensa D.1e l1 smelt rishy to l .. e . 'Ihe '~I! 
c,J .. ud De one 01" tuose il.1ustrated. on page ~LU in Pc.ts Jf'?2 . hlt_ 0 

the usual route v US via tne G'Conington coat and .L'roViaence , the 
r.)ute V1a NortiCn coat all:l ~forcester as used at ti111eS , and XENXR mail 
',as a.1~o~via bpringtie..Ld . ~l~s Last ~ay n~ve Deen a1.1 cLo~eU 

rcar~ 
~---=- . 

poucnes Trom lqev Yorn. ana "Cue SOU'LU, ',1 th no route agent~Lo.n-1 i!OS-
5l0.1Y only in l~inter 1.'nen the steamers could not operate ree,ularly 
on Long IS.1and Sound . .l'he 1ntrica--:ie.::> 01 ,t{lis Servic.:e hc.ve not o.l.L ..... . 

Deert forKed out . At l.eQs~ , not h re o 

__ a.ur1ce .d.1Cl.h.e nas s..:!nt :18 the lnr O. rega:'aing thl'; )ropri eLor ' s 
01 ... c.~rnQen f ~ Exp~ess etc . in .Le4t3, Thich solves part of t.ne prob-Le. 
~lis l:-:)ver ,LJre5e:.L s . It ::;eeli1S poss1.b.1e that tne arulUJ.1D,ent oy tne 
P , .ii", G. or Harnden ' .::> U. 1- . Lc,?res;:; _:ail service did not cS1 ect T1Cil'n.l 
aen ' s c.:ontract ~ .1 th tne Cunard Line v h1cn pa.s..,ed 'Co Hb.rna.en ' s suc
cessors dna \;c..S SLil.L in ell"ect ''''en ttle boston Alnanac I"or L848 
HaS }lrepa.rea. 

~ 

There •. s ~~LLY one rd11.rOaa cL.ru CaLluriage - the l.lne I'ir::,t Ct~· ~/1 
AnoV . .!.! as 'Cne 1'1tcHPUri:, H. B. 1 cannot .Lay IlY n&"'1.(1 on ;,lc.ca ::...oout ~ J 
Lhis r&iLrOaa put even 11. 1t vas in operat ion as early as .184'1 it 
1 s pro oaOl.e t.D.ere were S'C1.1..1 stage rotites into (or thru?) Cc::.rnoridbe . 
mo rea on occurs to me '\;,hy a .Letuer ,L'itten 1n 8b. ... br~age cou d not 
[laVe peen l1dl'1Uea 'to tnemaiL stage ar1 ver, 1. th a cent l'or tne WAY 
.Lee, Ol; Foscage -(,0 bosGon , and lorn en'::; )o.c>ca.i:,e - a.lL 1n ca"h,-
o.l.1d vIle.'oney for .lc....:'naen ' S yostaoe ::lent to Boston ,. i t I~ the let Ger • 
.rrains diu not run equentLY.lIl th1.se aays. _'h,- .... arne ..:aLiI s tage 
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~Cl.ve e)o.:>~tP c:..L.L in t C' oringe P ..o>t '):'~lCA, 
cl) o.il lor Boston, it' t;~ e 1.etter n 1:..: ... ' : )ress , iCil 
~eG er oU1.a ~ve 0 _ost ur e orldge u~ tne 1.a~ re.u~r~~ , 

It .... ti do "C.lUJ.. 1! 1:. .... e ucJ.i1. l'oute 1r'o Driage to aston a:::: CiS 

cl.UC~l a.~ rour .~l..Les. ro Do.u1.y cr..re8 nales ouJ.d De . le' 1"er tne c.is 
tC'llC e • 

As E:,V r,' 

),,~ '~//I 
/ 
I 

'<" ~ is state .cll t is uesl-ionc....01.e . ...ne 1.1ne uS In O"eI'Ettl(1):n 
aneord ~J n_1.es) ~n ..L~44, ~n~ to icchourg (b2 . l1.e~) i~ 1. ,ht . 
ut; as .1. Le ' ::. .Lob ..... no IT\..;a.uuriClge'' st,G.t.ion c. ) I"c.o.I'S on 11e line . 
u l- eaer'e 8r e ::;eve c:.c..L. .:> tE. tions on l'c..l..L..l.~Oi.:..~S , :::o ..... e or '11. 01 

:...cn _l..Cil- r ut:C" e Dr ncne 01 ~~e Fi crt urg t-: . F., In _at 1.., nov. 
Gu.......J.ur1oge. J..'lere ~s a IlC ___ Jr6..\Yge Crossing" ~tG.t.,:;'on on t.e £os-
~Jn U ' orL8.:>l-er" 4} 1 1 es Irom ~oSton . 

'ne c.; OIl o'ge 0,,-, 01 l"ne b . _ . • ShOY: S • st Clon t 
Drldge (.1. ,U1.l.e) on -ehe LO e 1. POd.d, .2 es illl 1 ~ _l.Le 
on che tit~h UI'b 1'00, . e 1.ast L~ _b Ct~uriabe . ~hE otl~rs 
m<..y hLve oeen at eeL lDr1d~eport or 0...:. t r:, 4J. Ol'la.ge. One r i1.e~ 1 rom 
VJ.e lvC_1.0Urs t, . _ • ..Jt[ ion 1fl.doS1:;On, or froll Llle "Jo~ ,-,on ... ~ctlVi'"7~1.1. 

. R . ::.tE.t.lon (,.lere , 'OU.l.U be ome .Lre l1~c...r tne orE:::;eI~ t ...J eC.W1ere 
S "'" t1 n 01 ehe noston e.1.ev& t-ea. , .5UO a c...nd tu sJ ster ~ Ll E'_st 
c. ....... rlc..ge or C ..... '--'ur~agei'or(,?) • 

. :.. t::o..r..L as ..L854 t. ere -;ere rour post 0111ces In C' , ridhE:: , 
Vl:c" C"" 01 l...le,e , i,."u_.i riQ6el.)ort , ,_0.;:' t Cam iJridt>e , 8S t C'- b!"id6 e , 

...... <.,-e eJ one ln uO..J1el'VLU.e "'\lC'-:,. c,.' '1<' ve Oeen ne:.-r he o .... er -
V.Ll..Le ~tat"ion or Lne .B'itcnourg h . tt . - t;hrEe ... i~es l"ro DOS on • 
.r.l.C110 l1:. uoes not s( 1 .... 1 el.Y , I supPo$e tnere 15 Cl poS~iLl1.ity 
t ile.de.. wen 1.et ...,er c; s gl vpn to a bo., ag8Hlan on c.. l'c..i1.roCiG. tri....lll 
~le a Cl. ~BQ pouc~ contra~ as 1 effe~L , &n put of~ at ~ne 
t~L10n ien ~ouc~es ror tne C~~Dr1dge 0 t ol~ice. 

In recent ;years tnele are S1.,,:1vlOnS on the fite _burg linE? b..t 
c-._ ridge .... . 4 ul...Les) c:n eS l- C , .. lJr1dge (4 . ~ m~..Les) rroc ~oston . 

Jroor Oly _ ct.urlCC CL.n iind an Olod boston-CamorLlge ~c..p i::.. d c
Lerlllne dc t ner tae l.t:cter COULl 'lbVe been AY on a rai.lroal1 , or 
naQ to De DY ::.1:.a e coach • 

• b . ~ou e to oe c ng rb.t u1.ated on l"indlng the D • .u . . • lor 
l.do6. L,;UrlOUS1.t B.10Ugh, t,he 1.oot) eaition s tctes; " ~lS co pl1.D.tion 
01 the ~o s t a1. La s lS tn' Ilnst t~at h~2 Oe~n mnl e since leb~ . " 
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Deer Stanley: 

114 East e4th St. , 
New York 2e, N. Y. 
Augus t 13, 1953. 

Thanks for your kind letter of Aug.lO and th nks Iso for the 

splendid set of photogrephs of the Ackerm~n mint block of 70. I ~m 

gre~tly pleesed with these prints. Do you knov who owns the Ackermen 

block ~t present? Of course, I shall keep these'prints,es well as the 

l5~ rete cover to France, and I ~m enclosing here~ith my check in the 

emount of 30. in ptyment of both items. 

Re-- Photo~r€ph 104. Yes, this cover shOWS the le~el use (not 

~ freak use) of a stpmp efter it had been declered illegal by an act 

of Congress. It is qui te unfortunete that t~e cover hed to be eccident-

ally destroyed. 

I am enclosing hereJlfith a "F\.eturn Registered Letter Bill" which 

~oy be sddltional proof, if any were needed, that the re~istry fee 

provided for in the ~ct of Merch 3, le55, was payeble in money st five 

cents per letter, end not by stamps. 

The bill is hepded 

"Post Offic~ Weld, Ue. Feb·7th, lSC;7·" 

"Registe.!:.ed Ltltere _~i~_frQ.m H rrison Square (Jen.30, 19S7) 11 

The bill shOWS that 4 registered let"ers f3ddressed to Richerd 

Elt.mey(?) were received et the .... eld office from H€rrison SQuf.re. An 

incorrect re~istry fee of 35¢ w~s charged by he postmsster at H.Sq., 

in addition to postogeJpeid by stBmpsJagfreg~ting 2l¢ for the 4 letters. 

The colu~ n heeded II Fi.egis try Fees. I Cents. ", indica toes the t there 

ps nO choice as to how this fee wes to be pflid -- it hf d to be pE'id 

in "Cents" or Money. 
The ney.t t 0 columns refer to posta~e end are 

headed "Originr:lly prid et this office"/"Ey St mps"(or)"In Yoney." 

Inesmuch fS these forms were printed sometime between "erch 3, lE!C;5, 

nd Jen.l,lg56, both methods of p~yment were leg 1. The lEet column, 

headed "Free"(of postE~e) indic~tes th t persons h~vin~ the franking 

( over) 
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privilege nevertheless hfd to pay the registry fee on th~s c1ess of 

mail. 

I.Field, P.M. t Herrison Square was unfemi1ier with the re~istry 

fee retes ~nd so he apparently overcher~ed the spnder of the letters in 

the amount of It;¢. He wes unaware of the fect that the re~istry fee 

was 5¢ per letter regerdless whether it WES l: single rste letter, a 

double or a oued. 

The four letters may h ve consisted of t '0 single r€tes, one 

double and one tl'iple, or possibly one sinerle rate cnd three doubles, 

which~in either cas~sggregeted 2l¢ postBge. By chargin~ '5¢ per rate, 

Mr.Field arrived t the 35~ figure. The Postm8E'ter at Veld, Mr.r:athen 

Dummer(?) didn't know his r8tes either ~nd so he assumed the bill was 

correct ss rendered and merked it" correct" as required by regule tions. 

Mr.I.Field, who apparently wss a conscientious po~tmester, 

clthough he couldn't spell too well, upon inouiry at "7eshin~ton~ or other 

means discovered his error pnd on March 24 ,rote to the p.M. at Weld, , 
requesting him to m~ke the necessary corrections. This letter is e1so 

enclos ed here?: i th, ~nd slso the Free cover showing: on back the corner 

card of Iseac Field, Grocer, ct Herrison Squerp-. Are my theories 

correct, Stenley, or em I off the beam?) 

~ith best regards, 

Sincerely, 
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lIr. Morris Jl'ortgang, 
114 East 84th St., 

New Yorlc 28, N.Y. 

Dear )lorris: 

Aug. 19, 1953. 

... 
Re - yours of the 13th. Thanks very nuch for your 

check for 30.00 for the cover to France (3¢ 1857) and the photo prints 
of the "Ackerman block" from the right pane of Plo te 7. I think this 
block is a l ondertul 1 tem and I recall ho', oel1ghted I a f' to see it 
hen Ackerman loaned it to e way blck in the late 'teens. Elliott Perry 

at thot time was Aokerman's philatelio seoretory. In 1945 I bought that 
pane from an Eastern dealer and I think I sold it to the late Horold Stark. 
I ould like to buy it back at the rice he paid me. 

Thanks for a look at the registered ite s. I suppose 
that you are a~are that Postmaster Field used his little circular hand
stamp at tines to cancel stamps. Did you notice lIlY tracing on page 90 -
Vol. 2 - my ne Cent book'? ThiB JIllirklng is \,ell kn01llll on the 3¢ 1857 - Type II. 

MorriS, I be ~ leve you nis- read the Rer,istry receipt. Per
haps this was a corrected copy. I t hink there W' s only one letter and the 
pos t age was 7 x 3¢ - 21¢, and the registered fee was 7 x 5¢ or 35¢. The 
"4" was the number of this partioular letter. I bol1eve that it has 'Qeen 
stated that Harrison Sounre is now a p 'l rt of Boston. I note that Field kept 
a grocery :~tore. 

Do you not believe that the Memo on the back of the receipt 
proves that this 1s a corrected copy? 

Re - the 3¢ 1857 cover to Paris. Did you note this as 
thru the Phlla. }t'oreign Exchange Offioe - snd was routed ia Portland, 'aine'? 
The letter as a scarce ~rans-Atlantio ail Contract to G.v. This cover i* 
scarcer than you miBht suppose. 

Re sros. 

Y urs etc., 

• 

/ 



To _______ [JA"; t (~ S"'::I 
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r ...... dgar T3. 
rt • 

Dear "";dgur: 

Jeosup, 
. ell l~T, 
1475 Po.lell st., 

Oa'·land, Calif. 

ug. 21, 195';. 

llorm7ith the photo print . In oy opinion, t is cover is 
u fake - I do not boliove that by any possible chance these 
otu~ps originated on this cover, ln f ct, I thi p thero is plenty 
of evidence that they did not . 

s you kno~, this cover s in the Laphno e lbit at the 
1936 He\"l York Shoo. I ade a doscription of it at toot ti e, but 
thero ~no one port ant pOint I overlooked, in fact, did not ap
preclate it at that t~e; and thlt wao the British postage due ln 
anuscript . I nevor new that t is ~as on the cover until I saw 

tho photograph. I have original notes th t I mado ay 1936 
and I will let you see them if you \"TOU d care to • 

. T e _ew Yorr postrn rk s'ows m. Pkt . JAi . 26, and, of course, 
the yoar us 1861. The records s ow thut the sall1 g on Jan . 26, 
1861 ~as by American Packet and the P •• G • . eport of 1862 sh07s that 
the s lp t_at curried the oail fro Jaw York on that dato uas the 
S. S. Edinburg , also so t os spellod Edinburgh. This s ip uas 
built in t e early '50s for the G1aS60\1 and TIe' Yonk Steno ·iavieatlon 
Co pany, but \10.3 later sole.:.. to ... ..:le Inno.n Line . :-0 doubt it tJaS 0. 
ship of that 1 e in Jan. 1861. I' ave a table ro.too of postage .or 
Jo. u ry lInd there -mo no such a rate to Calcutta or 1tiple 
such as . 1 . 32 . On mail goin by A ~ricnn Packet the oonder .as only 
oupposed to pay L. S. postuca of 21j per 1/2 OUllee to the ritish 
frontier . This \as 5i C. S. inland and l6~ tlantic sea. After ur
riving at London such a lotter IUS then rated as if it originated in 
tho British Isles . T us tho ~nnuscript postage due on the race of 
tho cover of 2 s illingo 11 ponce . I' believe that this cover ':ras 
ori mally a sta ploss 7ith 21t paid in cash at ··orl York. I regret 
to otnto I do not kno I \"Jhnt tho rate uas fro En land to Calcutta in 
Janu ry l061, but if this letter lont as routed the pontago uould have • 
been rated per .. uarter ounco . I judge the letter "elC1'hed bet ';een a 
quarter and a' If ounce , that io , over a quarter ounce ut not over 
a half ounce. 

On a lotter sent by ~erican Packet in Janu ry 1861 the total 
rates ere as rollo s: not over 1/4 ounce 39¢ - not over 1/2 ounce ~5¢ -
not over v/4 ounce 84¢ - not over 1 ounce 90t - not over 1 1/4 ounce 

1 . G2 . This wao on ~ail thru F anca Via arseilles. The chanceo re 
that the rlt1s due rking is not t 0 penc~ 11 shilli_ s, but r thor 
2 shilllncs, 4 pence. To be sure I no sondine a tracing to Robson 
Lo'o and ln r uiring as to tIc exact caning o~ this nuscrlpt m rking. 
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72 - ~r. ~dgar n. Jessup - Aug~ 21, 1953. 

I no also sending im a rough tracing of the oarkip~ on oack and 
requestinG an explanation of saee. I havo been unable to .find this 
~t1ng listod 1n any of the British books on their pontal m~wk1nGs. 

You will recall that nt one time I f1 ured that this cover 
~ay have beon a 45¢ rate with a 30~ - 12¢ nnd '3~, and that SQoono 
re~oved the 3t and substitutod the 90t, h~7ever, this theory 1s out 
because of tho British posta 0 due mnrking. Another very i~portnnt 
feature 1s that there 1s no evidonco o~ any ponta60 crodit to the 
Brih1bh. I believe thnt this proves conclusively that only the ~oricnn 
nnd son po~ta e was paid and this ~ould have boen to tho British frontier 
at the rate Of 21~ per ' l/2 ounce . 

'--

Regnrding the cnncel on tJc stamps. in January 1861, thoy used 
a rincless grid in the foreign deoortr:ont of the ":eVl York Post Office. 
In fact, they ~nvo een using it for oonths prior ~~d for n nuober of 
oo~ths subsoquont , but I do not recall ever seeing a strike ~lth broken 
burs and I don ' t believe such a cancelntion ~as used, but still such a 
typo nay have been. . • 

It certo.i."11y. is very strange why thero should' e so !.'luch secrocy 
about this cover and the only expla~o.tion that I can givo is that tho 

~ .odhead knous very \7011 that tho covor 1s a fake . I believe tho bost 
bot in all the world is the foll0\'1iog - never trust· an e.ff'eminato person. 
X wonder what the Redhead would say if you told hie that you would buy 
the cover at his price if "shbrook \70uld sign it on the bnck that in is 
opinion, it -1s genuine. 

I noto that P. & 11 . \'Vore also S\7orn to secrecy, so I don ' t sup
pose that Doctor Polland will mention it to~e . I will troat all 00 this 
a'S strictly confidential and I . tlill never !!leotion it to Polland unless 
ho mentions it to me first . or course , X have no objection if you show 
hiIl this letter . 

71th bost wishes -

Co diolly yours, 

, 
.. 



-
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r. 0 son Lo e, 
o Pall all, 

Lo. don, S •• 1, .ncl d. 

Dear r. Lo e: 

ill you bo so 1nd as to iva 0 a bIt 
of I~~or ation. The 0 closed tracings are on 0. 
cover from tho U. S. to Calcutta, India, 1n Jan. 
1 61. I ould 11 0 to 'no if the rit1sh ue 
,rking 1s 2 shillincs 11 pence, or 1s it 2 

shillinGS 4 pence? Iso cnn you eive an ox-
pI otion for tne .other kin. I ill gr atly 

pp ec to tho f vor a d 111 be pI Geod to ro
turn it t ny t • Stucped addro"ood envolopo 
he 0 1th. 

Since ely y r,_ 



r. zra D. Cole, 
IJyack, N.Y. 

Dear z: 

Herewith tha Tampa program as eouested. I don't think thet 
th re is anything in it of interest to e, so don't bother to return it. 

e ardin the Garnier cov r illustrated on the tront of GOS~IP, 
iseue ot August 22nd, last. This cover looks pertle~ly good. or course there 
were a lot of genuine cov rs in the Garnier corresnondence when Zareski ac
quired the lot and he didn't tind it necessary to fa~e a lot of the •• , For ex
e ple, there uld have been no reeson to have monkeyed with a cover such as 
this. It has a strip of the brick and the date of use is okay, viz., T.Y. 
~v. 2, 1858. y earliest record is Oct . 6: 1858. The markings ahow that this 
~~8 a uarter ounce letter that lett ew York by British Packet, hence our share 
wes only ,¢. I see no reason at all to question this particular cover. 

Thanks for the info~tion about Lot 65 in the Harmer, ~ooka sale of 
last ~ay 19th. I immediately ao e 01e8worth in uiring i~he w he purchaser. 
I also had a very·nice letter -trom tcher, stating that if I wou d express the 
posltive opinion that the cover t genuine, they euld advise e b~er and 
make a refund. Otherwise they t wish to arouse his suspic think 

is very fal r. 

The following Is very confidential and I know that you will treat it 
such. Do you remember that old 90¢ 1860 cover that I have always reterred to 

as the Armltage cover? It has a 90~ 1860, a 30¢ and a 12¢. e had quIte a bit 
ot correspondence on this in the pest. It was in the Lapham exhibIt at the 1936 
Show. It was addressed to Calcut~, India. As you will recall, I have long con
tended that this cover was a fake. For~everal years past and perhaps more, it 
has been in the hands of Colson, who has tried to sell it *e several of our friends, 
but in each case he has sworn them to secncy regardln it. I don't know why, but 
I have a su.picion ~t he made thea promise not to mention it to ae or give me any 
description and not to show me a photograph . If the cover is genuine, why all this 
myster,r? I S8 the cover at the Typex and made notes regarding it, but I didn't 
know enou~h about foreign markings at that time to be posltiTe bather it as good 
or whether it was bad. How do you suppose this cover ever got out or the Lapham 
collection and into Colson's hands? I have an indistinct recollection that ne of 
our friends told me that Colson had otfered him a 90¢ cover to Calcutta but he had 
to promise to bold it tor at least a year and not mention it to anyone, and if I ce
call, the sale wes to be "as Is." Do you kno of anyone wbo is on excellent terms 
with Colson and to whom we could get Colson to send tbe cover? I should ould like 
to get a look at that item and to bet at two or thre to one that the darn thing is 
a . 8ke before I have had a chence c retully ex ine it. Could yo feel out Caspary 
and try to leem if Colson ever tried to sell tbe cover to hi and if h re bers 
it? The cover wes in a collection that rmitage sold to £ephaa and I think you will 
recall, that tbe covers LaphaJll did not wish to retain ere sold thru Kelleher along 



2. r. zra D. Cole - ug. 26, 1953. 

about 1933. 

Rege d ng our trip ~ast. e plan to lesv here on the morning of the 
9th of September - This is .ednesdsy. And e have to be in Ne port by Saturday 
noon, the l?th. Inasmuch as the hotels there ill be v ry rowded because a large 
class is due to graduate on the 11th, e are going to try and stay 1n Providence. 
This wo ld mean that it e spent a night at Nyack that we would have to drive from 
here to your ho e in t~ days. I believe it is considerably over eight hundred 
miles, and inasmuch 8S the t 0 girls are foing to do all of the driving, I am onder
ing if this wouldn't be too much for the. ~ildred received Jean's note and she 
will write her. 

he Har.mer, Rooke catalogue ot the Clapp collection is betore me and it 
looks like "erc had ome nice cov rs. I note sever 1 th t I sold hi out of the 
ichey collection. 

ith g OT s. ~ 

Co ially yOUT , 



OIR£CTOR~ 

GWeNLLIAN .J_ BURY 

B .H _G BUTTERWORTH . 

ANNABELLE LOWE . 

ROBSON LOWE 50 PALL MALL, S . W . I. 

Stanley B. Ashbrook Esq, 
P.O.Box 31 
33 North Ft. Thomas Avenue 
Fort Thomas , Ky., U.S.A. 

Dear Mr Ashbrook, 

LONDON . 

TELEPHONE : TRAFALGAR 4034·4035. 

CABL.ES: STAMPS LONOON . 

ALSO AT 

BOURNEMOUTH 

AGENCIES IN 

BOMBAY, 

MEl..BOURNE . 

NEW YORK. 

7th Sept. 1953. 

LRR/LRR . 

Your letter of Aug. 21st ad ressed to Mr Robson Lowe was passed 
to me as it arrived on the day that he went on his annual vacation. 

, Not being quite certain of al_ the answers personally , I consul-
ted my friend Alan Robertson who is most certainly the uncrowned Ship 
Letter King of this country. 

He asked to have the tracings over this week-end so as to refer 
to his collection and I have this morning received his reply which I here
vr ith enclose so that, if you so deSire, you can communicate with him direct 

In any case, as we are alI members of the SOCiety of Postal His ... 
torians ( of which I have the honour of being President this year ) we are 
delighted at any time to be of mutua assistance to each other shou'd the 
occasion aris7 and I can assure you that this is the ease with Alan Robert
son as it was with me in being ab e to pass the uery to the right quarter. 

With kindest person~l regards, 

Yours very truly, 

Posta] History 



Sept. 2 .... 1953. 

r. Leslle R. RaT. 
~ obeon Lowe, Ltd., 

50 Pall all, S •• 1, England. 

De r. Ray: 

Thanks very much for your kind letter 
ot the 7th, enclo ing the letter from or. obertson, 
lth I have corresponded in the post. I am 

today rit1ng r. Robertson d1r ct and DO doubt he 
ill s n my 1 tter to you. 

j ain manT thanks. 

Sincer 1y yours, 

I 



r. Alan • Robertson, 
Ranworth, 
St. Lawrence Drive, 

Pinner - Middlesex, 
sm. 

Dear Mr. Robertson: 

)i,r. Leslie Ray 8S kind enough to forward to me your letter ot the 
5th ot Sept ber in r~terenoe to en inqulr.y I ade ot ' r. Robson Lowe. No 
doubt I should hav been more explicit in a desoription ot the cover that I have 
under examination but what I wanted to be sure ot was the British manuscript 
marking on the tact ot the cover, and h10h I conoluded was "2-11" or two 
shillings, sleTen pence. 

The cover in question was tro' New York City end addr ssed to Oaloutta. 
It was routed, "pr Overland all Via erseilles." The cover has U. S. stamps 
whioh show a high rate of 1.;2. This cover has been authentioated as genuine 
by a number ot, our leading students in this country And a high value has been 
placed upon 1t. I have know ~he cover for almo t twenty years and I am absolutely 
positive the U. S. stamps ere not used or ginally on this cover. 

I am satistied in my 0 n mind tha t the use was trom New York on June 
26, 1861, but at that time there as no such a rate or 00 bination ot a rate amount
ing to $1 .32, nor can I aooount tor any such a rate as "2-11." ' 

Und r the U.S.-British Poatal Tr aty no pertial payments were per
mitt d - it was all or none - Thus you can appreciate that a combination showing 
a supposed payment in the U.S. ot $1.32 and a British due ot "2-11" certainly 
does not make sense. 

The rate from the U. S. to India in J nuerr 1861 ~ e as tollows: 

"Via England and Brl ti sh ail Via Marse! lles" 
Not over 1/4 ounce •••••••••••••••••••••• 39¢ 
Over 1/4 - not over 1/2 oz •••••••••••••• 4;¢ 

.. 1/2 -" .. 3/." . . • . . . . • • . • .• S. ¢ 

.. 3/4 - ~ " 1 oz •••••••••••••••• 90¢ 
~ 10z. .. " 2 oz •••••••••••.••• 1.80 

and 90¢ for each additional ounoe 

The above rates were made up 8S tol10ws: 
1/. 1/2 1 oz. 

U. S. Inland ••••••••••••••••• S¢ 5¢ 10¢ 
British ...................... 12¢ 12¢ 2.¢ 
Atlantio ..................... 16¢ 16¢ 32¢ 
French ....•.•..............•• 61l 12i 18i 

,9¢ 45¢ 84¢ 

£..9.&. 
20¢ 
.S¢ 
6.¢ 
.SIt 

$1.80 



.. . 

• 

ff2. Mr. Alan • Robertson - Sept. 22, 1953. 

The British due of 1'2_11" does not agree with any of the above rates. 
The British due was the equivalent of 70~ in U. S. currency and I note that there 
was a rate o~ 70¢ to India in 1861 as follows: 

"By Prussian Closed .fal1 Via Trieste 701 per II? oz.," but surely 
this le,ter did not travel by that route because there is a London postmark on 
the back of the cover. 

I do not believe that any change has been made in the dates ot use by 
the faker but as stated above, the use was actually in January 1861. If so, I 
am unable to explain the British "2-11." 

With kindest regards -

Sincerely yours, 

, 



Dr. O. Bacher, 
st inster tamp Co" Ltd., 

A"&t!![DCY House, 
1-4 10k t., 

London, .1. nd. 

r Doctor: 

ept. "2, IIj.5.3. 

hanks very much for your kin in the 10 D of the 
12¢ 18.57, late ne, Imprint, hie I urning herewith. I 
think your prioe is very fair but at th Moment do not knOi' of 
anyo in p rtieular ho mi ht oaT to puroha e the stamp, hat I 
desired 8 photo ra hio record. am aure that Sir • would 
like to h ve thl copy. 

encloaing herewith a tracin on a cover from e 

• 

gl nd to Caloutta in lan ry 1861. I feel sure 
tamps to the amount ot 1 • .32 w re not upod originally 

The enclosed arking appears to be two shI11lngs, 

lam 
York by ay of 
that the U. S. 
on the cover. 
eleven pence. Do you agree, or could it be something else? 

I hav jus r.turned from a little visit with Carroll 
Ohase and e had quite an enjoyable reunion. 

~ain many thanks. 

Sincerely yours, 

• 



FROM 

C. ~aoher: D.PHIL. 

B.P.A.. P.T.S .. A.P.S .• COLLECTORS CLUB. NEW YORK. 

THE WESTMINSTER STAMP CO. LTD. 
The Specialist in U.S.A. Postage Stamps 

REGENCY HOUSE. 1-4 WARWICK STREET, LONDON, W.1 
Telephone: GERrard 4900 



I 

r. dgar B. 1e sup, 

Dear 

147.5 Po ell St., 
Oakland, Ca11 t. 

Oot. 4, 19.53. 

urther reterri to the take 90¢ oover 
to Celoutta, len. 26, 1861, I am now praotlcally sur 
that the rate on thls cover originally 8S 42¢ and 
in all probability, the 30¢ and the 12¢ originated on 
this cover, th t Is, the faker removed the l2¢ and 
substituted the 90¢, then he put the l2¢ stamp down 
in the 10 er oorner. This '8S a double 21¢ rate and 
it as paid merely to the British trontier, oarriage 
by Amerioan Paoket. In other ords, a single rate to 
the British trontier as 5¢ U.S. Inland, plus 16¢ 
Atlantio Se8, per 1/2 ounce. This explains hy there 
was no credit trom the U.S. Post Ottice to the BritIsh, 
and it alao explains the British "Due" ot 2 shillings. 
the s e 8S it the letter hed originated in the British 
Isles. I am enclosing herewith a photograph ot a cover 
that wss in the Brown sale. Lot 909. This was a single 
rate to Calcutta by American Packet with postage ot 21¢ 
per 1/2 ounce. I am now absolutely c nvinced that this 
Is the solution to the fake cover. You will recall that 
on the latter was the ew York postmark with Amerioan 



Packet. 111 you please return the enclosed photo~raph. 

I ish that I could write this Cover up in 
the press because I teel absolutely sure t~t Colson knows 
that it is a take. 

1th regards -

Cordially yours, 



, 

THE WESTMINSTER STAMP CO., LTD. 
M ANAGI N G DIRECT OR: O . BACHER, a . P HIL. 

ME" BER UITISH PHILATI LIC ASSOCIATI ON . P HILATELIC CONGRESS O f' GR EAT BRITAIN, PHILATfLI C TRA DERS' satiny, LON DON, 

AMERIC AN P HI LATEliC SOCIETY, CO LLECTO RS CLUB, NEW YORK. 

THE SPECIALISTS IN U .S .A . POSTAGE STAMPS. 

REGENCY HOUSE, 1-4, WARWICK STREET, PICCADILLY CIRCUS, 

LONDON, W.l. 

.ANKE RS. 
B,,"C L AVS, 

P1CCAOILL Y CI Reus. 

LONDON, w.l. 

TELEPHONE, 

G ERRARD 

4900 

stanley B. Ashbrook,~sq., 
Fort rhomas, 

Sept.28,19:'3. 

Ky. 

Dear ~r. Ashbrook, 
I have been brooding ov~r your tracing 

for quite a time and also searched my files. Nothing 
similar came my way but quite"'a number of"2/-"scribbled 
in different ways, sometimes hardty recognisable, pre
ferably in the late forties. May not your marking just 
be a rather distorted" 2 SH"? I cannot read it as "2/11" 
and while the "2" is unmistakable, the rest is in my 
opinion neither one figure or more but nothing else than 
an illiterate writing of "sh". Of course, I may be wrong 
and you might describe my reading as a fanciful guess. 
Anyhow, is the marking as such not of an earlier period 
than the sixties? Isn't something fundamentally wrong with 
the cover? Apart from that the stamps on it were, as you 
state, originally not on it. 

To know your final conclusions will be 
of great i~terest to me. I am also expecting to see one 
day your write-up of Mr .Hill' s entire 'lith the strip of 3 
of No.30. 

I any thanks for looking at the Imprint 
copy of No.36 which came safely back to me. I have not 
seen Sir N. for about 3 months. He told me over the phone 
after my return from the Continent that, in the meantime, 
unknown to his friends and Y'elatives, he had - married 
again. While I hope he will be very happy I realise that, 
for the time being anyhow, he will have no time to spare 
for stamps. 00 I decided to "give him a rest" if I may put 
it that way under the ~ircumstances. He is 75 and still 
working hard in the City. He has the proverbial vitality 
of the old Englis~an (aren't Kentucky men similar in that 
respect?). 

Best wishes and kind regards 
yours sincerely , 
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Dr. O. Bacher, 
}t V estmins tar Stamp Co. Ltd., 

Ref'ency HouBe, 
1-4 Warwiok St., 

Lon on, W.l, England •. 

Dear Dr. Bacher: 

Yours of the 28th received. 

Oct. 1, 1953. 

I wrote Alan W. Robertson of England about the manuscript marking 
and while he was unable to ive me a definite opinion, he thought it was pro
bably "2/11". You may be rig,ht about the "2 6h ." but I seriously doubt this 
as I have never seen any suoh en abreviation on a cover. I thought at first 
perhaps it stood for "2/441 but Pobertson doubted that this was the case. I 
haven't seen the cover in question s1m e it was exhi btted at tbe New York 1936 
Show end the chances ere that the owner won't '1et me have a look, feoring that 
I would condemn it. On account of this, I doubt if I will be able to have a 
definite solution any time soon. 

ReGarding Mr . Hill's ,¢ ',7 Orange Brown vertical strip on cover. 
I gave this e right-up in one of my Service issues lost aumcer and if I have a 
duplicata copy I will mell it to you. 

I was surprised to learn that N •• had Jn8rried. The foct is I 
didn't know Ihether he "!as a bachelor, a widower or hod a wife living. A man 
has to be very brave and l~vc a lot at nerve and confidenoe in himself as well 
as sone other things to merry at the ege of 75. Let us hope that the union 
proves just a~ agreeable as it he end his lady were twenty. Past generations 
of Kentuokians were indeed very hardy. probably due to the tine bQ . on _l1sky 
and beautiful omen, but I don't know so well about the present generation. 

With kindest regards -

Sincerely yours, 
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l •• II. R'r E.~. 
50 P.II ".11. 
london S.I • 
••••••••••••••• 

A._rih. 
It. L..,..... Drl".. 

~!:~~:. trW.JJ...~. 

'1 •••• fare'" the d.la, 'n writing to rou Oft the .u~jlCt of the 
two .nelo •• d traolng'. Wh.n 1'V orls.n.lly •• ~.d for .y opinion in t~ ••• tt.r, I did not ant
Iclp.t. that It would •• t the pr.tty Iitti. pr~I •• which h •• tra~.plr.d. 

Whilst appr,,'at'ng the c~II •• nt you p.y •• In •• k'ng for .dt+e. eonc.rnlna 
Po.t., R.t •• , I •• afraid th.t 1861 I. a I.t. d.t. for •• to find r'pr ••• ntatlon In the Indian 
s .. tlon of .y Ship L.tt.r CoII .. tlon ••• for .t ••• In t~o •• volu ••• that I had hoped to find 
the .n •• er, ala. nothing ••••• to tl. In •• tl.factor.ly. 

I f •• 1 that w • • r. soa~at h.~.r.d through not h •• lng the aotual cov.r b.for. 
u., a. thl. I .~ .ur •• ould elv •• urthor h.lp If only by that unqu.llfl.d - •• n •• - which co ••• froa 
h and If no eve" eat.r Ie I. 

Pr •• u.lna th.t the I.tt.r ••• nor •• 1 •• Ight .tc. the aMount of 11_ can bt 

aceount.d for .Ith cart.lnty '" belne 1/- 0.8. to Eng'and .nd 1/- t. Indl, by IORMAL .a. route. 
Having never •• ,n any E~II.h .. anu.crlpt '~-a .ith AN' al.llarlly to the outllna tr.cad, •• ar • 
•• fa 'a taking thl. to b. lid. But .ithout ••• Ing the oover I dont know just how to account for 
tnat aMount. By 1867 there •• r. differ.nt rat •• 'n operation according to wh.th.r the I.tt.r 
•••• ndor •• d and •• nt .Ith.r vi. &rlndl •• , or ".ra.llla •• co.p.red .Ith dlr.ct ••• rout. froe 

outh. pt ..... the p.rlod a. I .ay t. rather tat. for .1 own .tudi •• , but I b.II ••• a ..... h.t 
.Iell.r diff.r.ne. In r.t ••• xl.t.d during the t.n year. pr .... ding that d.t •• H •• the cov.r any 
Inltructlo~.1 endor ••• nt. of .ny kind I wonder t1 It I ••• fully difficult to arrive at conelu.lon. 
with only the VERY bar. Infor •• tlon In ou~ po ••••• lon. 

Th. Calcutta st ••• L.tter H."dltl., I. not unco.~on and of eour.e r.l,tes to the 
charg •• ~.iled by the Indian Post Offlc.. The .. anu.crlpt addltlonat the foot although reading 
I Jet9. HORIZONT~LLY Is.f cour •• a .or •• a.IIJ .rltton w.vaw of 

st ... Bg. I 
Indian do. 8 

..... ..... .nn. Indl. Ship L.tt.r dU'.("Searing") 
an"a. India Inland r.t. due. " -- . , .nna •• 

which w •• quit. nor al on Incowlng I.ttere an4 a •• pur.ly Indian Int.~nll .ccountlng .ark hid no 
r.lation to tbe count~y of origin of the I.tt.r or the rout. it took. 

, a •••• erry th.t the wor. I.port.nt quary re.aln. unan.w.r.d, on •• iahe. par
ticularly to b. of help In .uch ~attera both to Jour.elf and allo to ou~ Mutual friend Mr. ~Ihbrook 

who I. alw.y. 1& unf.,llngly oo-operatlva wh.n.e In turn pre •• nt ou~ little pOltal hl.tory prob-

I.... Aialn I .ay that .Ight of the cOver ~ay .park off. line of r •• lonlbl. 'peculation, 

and produc. a batt.r r •• ult than the "ngthy oro •• -ohecklng whloh · on thl. oce •• lon ha. been the 
r ••• on for .uch • long d.l.y In writing to you. 

Slnc.rely your •• -





JI. .".$. ~G. UlS44 

.-
!--.~.~.~ 

I/J..;i.!<. ~G. 483 $.'.~. ~G. 12627 

Jark f. .nlr5Utnrt~ 
Pl,ilatelic B,.oke,. 

102 ~eaton 
~o6ton 16. ~9!!1atqu!!letb~ 

Mr. stanley B. Ashbrook 
P.O. Box 31 
Fort Thomas, Ky. 

Dear Stan, 

August 24, 1955 

Enclosed is a very interesting and unusual cover which 
I just acquired. 

I "Tould greatly apT recia te your exanurung it rmd giving 
mp your oninion on it. It will be okey to wri-ve it up in 
your Special Services if you wish. 

MOlesworth 



Dr. '. Scott Polland, 
Albert Bldg., 

S n Rafael, Calif. 

ear Doctor: 

Sept. 1, 1953. 

Further regar ing your cover with the 1'aw York 20 of Apr. 30 
(1853). The tollowin 1 some dat that ml ht be interested. 

On prl1 23, 1853, t e followine n ws item e peered in the New 
ark Her Id: 

! e U.S. .S.S. Ore cent City arrived yesterday from ~splnwall, 
havi left the on the evening of the 12th inst. The next day, hen 150 
mile fro 8p n .all, she p saed th stas uip .1'8 leon from New Orleans for 
Aspinwall." 

The crescent City was sche uled to sail on a return trip to Panama 
on pril 2 th but she id not sail until the 30th. 

In the issues of the New York Journal of Co~~erce of Apr. 28, 29 
and 30th, an advertisement reed, "S.S.Crescent Ctty will sail on Saturday 
April 30th at 2 P •• fro the Pier'at foot of .arren St., orth River." a 
special reference to the delay in salling of the ship was found in the shipping 
n s items, thouf!l1 thar was mention of many strikes at that time. 

At that period the ''11.S. ail S.S.Co." advert1sements readsas follows: 
~CarrYing the great 1. eil - Only through :eekly Uo ail Line for California 
and Oregon Tia Aspinwall and Panama - LeavinsNew York on the 5th, 13th, 20th and 
28th of each month." In the issues ~t the Journal of Commerce trom April 15th to 
27th inclusive, the Crescent City was adTertised to ssil on pril 28, 1853. Just • 
a century ago last April. 

I believe your cover may be unique sit shows one at the rare '\ eekly 
sailings - most unusual. Perhaps dgar would be interested 1n the above data. 
I a sure you are tamiliar with the "weekly seilings" at 1853. 

Re - your cover from Vancouver end nailed at Olympia .T. I haven't 
the slightest idea how this was conveyed to S. • - 7 guess would be, by stage to 
Astoria end thence by water. I note the "Purseru and the '1Due 10. It Both nice. 

ith regards -
Cord1ally yours, 





r. h. • Peck. 
18,0 Bilt ore St ••.•• 

ashington 9. V.C. 

Dear r. Peck: 

Sept. 3. 19.53. 

Yours of the 1 t reoeiv d and I am returnin herewith the 
cover to England and lso the sin 18 copy ot the 10¢ 1855 Type II. 

hanks very much for your check for 3.00. 

irst rega ding the single. I can assure you that this is 
perfectly okay in every respect. This Ty e II oopy 1s a very early im
pressIon and I juuge the use was sometime in 18,5. The e rliest known 
use of the 10¢ impertorate is 8y 19. 1855. rly impressions ere on 
this grade ot paper. Ihis copy hes bean ell preserved end th re has been 
very little it any deterioration in the paper. The engraving oompany used 
a muoh better grade ot paper in 1855 than in later ya rs. 

rtegardlng he cover, I am leased to InfoDD you th t this item 
1s genuine in every respect and I have signed it s such on the baok. 
Under ~he U •• - British postal treaty the rat. to land trom 1849 until 
1868 was 24¢ per halt ounce.Ao part payments were pe tted - full postage 
or none had to' be paid. Th1s letter veighed ovel 1/2 ounce. hence 48¢ 
should have been paid. Anything short of that wa~ asted. There is a post-
ark of origin but it i not legible. rom that office the letter 8 sent 

to the f~reign divisl n of the Chicago Post Offic where it was tound to 
y,eieh over 1/2 ounce and consequently it was marked "Unsuft1ently Prep id." 
end it was rated as entirely unpaid. Therefore. hen it reached land it 
was rked in manu cr1pt with 2 shillings due ro th addre8s... The 
Ch1cago pos 1'1( read 6S follo 8: "Chicago • PKT." with a '42" at the 
bott • It 1s odd that the ount of postage paid i the sa e as this 42, 
but there 1s no relation hateoevar bet een the t 0 values. he "42' in the 
postmark is our charge or debit to the riti host Off1ce tor our sbara of 
the total postage of 48~ or 2 s illln • Ine much as t his letter we. carri d 
to gland by an American packet, we ere entitled to 5¢ inland and 16¢ sea • 
or 2l¢ out of each 249. Thus ou+ of 48¢ that th Brit1 h collected our sbare 
was 42¢. It is quite evid t that U.. Post Office did v ry 'ell on this 
partlcul r 1 tter s they ctually reoeived 84¢. I trust that th explanation 
that I have given you 1. pertectly clear bu' it not kindly a vi e. nCidentally 
the two Chic go III rk1nga 1'8 struck in blue, hereas eooordin to ths te 8 ot 
th tr aty they should have be n a plied in bleck. h tour 10¢ stamps ar all 
Type V. nd one 1s a center-line copy. he two l¢ stamps are both Type V and 
one of these shows a or ese in the paper betore printing. 

Very truly yours. 





, 

• 

J\.:p.$. 
$.:p.J\. 
QI.QI.~.11!. 

Dear Stan, 

3Jttrk if. 11Illulrl1wurtl1 
Philatelic Deale1' and 81'oke1" 

102 tJieaton ~treet 
~O!3tott 16, c®la!3!3acqu!3eti!3 

9-16- 55 . 

QI.$.J\. 
J\.~.J\. 

~·;N·~·lJ·$· 

.1 rry thai1.k.s for your two letters of Sept . 4th which I 
h&.ve delayed ammering since I gathered you "Till not be b&.ck in 
Fort Thomas till about the 18th. Though I am sorry to le&rn that 
the cover i s a fake, I do appreciate :~our calling it to my attention 
as I vould much Tlr Gfer toJose ~120 on it before selling rather than 
sell it in good faith and then later have it returned for refund a.nd 
lose not only the c120 but the goodwillof the customer to boot . 

Thcugh it may have been unwise to h've hE.a. it reperfed, I 
lr.ick myself mostly for not sending it to you u pon purchase before 
pa.:Ting for it as is my usual custom on such i tr:..ms . 1<!hy I di d not 
send this one on I don 't know, but guess it was an oversi ght c'c.e to 
the hec~vy ressure of business at that time . I wU.s pleasantly sur
prised at Thatcher's offer to make refund if you could assure the 
owner the cover was bad since such is strictly contrary to the "21 
Dc.:- " clause in their terms of sale and neve been waiting to see if 
they ",ould write to me after receiving your letter but have hec.rd 
nothing from them to date. Though I agree 1-Tith your doubts t nat 
they will n01-T take it back since it h<.. s been reperfed, I am going to 
send it ba ck to them a.nd frankly point out that I had i t reperfed to 
improve the cppearc:nce but since it is not zenuine and thereby a1most 
tlOrthless hope t hat t his ft ct of its being repcrfed will not be of 
any significance. If they are in good faith in wanting to make re sti
tution on it this fe ct may not make any difference , t hough I believe 
their refund offer was merely a tribute to ~-ou and that they "rill ?ro
bably use the reperfing as a W&.y out of making refund . It ' s worth a 
try and I , of course , will not r recc the matter if they refuse as I 
&ctually a ccording to the terms of sale have no right to a refund in 
cny cuse . 

I believe I have learned something from this cover a nd doubt 
I will be deceived ~s easily again in the future. The only rp, son I 
cc..n think of tm..t led me to ignore inconsistency between the cover 
Il1 rkings and the apparent 90¢ rate , something which I believe I heye 
enouglta~mTlec,ge gained from :rour S ecia l Service and letters to a t 
leastlijuestioned, was a vague idea I had that there was a 90¢ r ate 
to China . I believe t _is recollection rTas due to E. cover in the :farch 
21, 1952 sale of Dan Kelleher rlith 90¢ 1861 tied and addressed to 
IIEong- Kon~, China" with the further notations, "French Hail, Via Har
seilles" , "Per Qv( rl nd HE..il ll , C.na' IIBoston Bf.P.tCt . Pl .. D" nzr.tCing . 
I presume you 11. V F this cE.t r log c.nd would c;pprncic~te a comment or trTO 
from ~TOU on it . Also toc..a.y in 100Y.ing over Lot /'105 in the Sept . 22nd 
Harm~r, Rooke Sale I noticed L cover with a 5¢ , 24¢ , & 50¢ 1861 tied 
on ad.dressed to China, Via Harseilles, etc. and. a "56" credit in red 
ink manuscript. DOE:s tnis give ,,'ou sufficient et",ils to cc~ ent on 

ove ... J 



this 57¢ rate to C .ina up' arently by tne same rout.e <..s the other 
two covers? Incicentally, though I did not Gend the #72 cover to 
you originelly [.sking for your opinion, I do cp.reciate the WDit'k 
you put in on it and see no reason thc.t ~"OU should not be p&id the 
same as if I had originally sent it to you asking an opinion. I 
am. therefore enclosed check for 5 . 00 ,.,hich I hope rrill cov"r it . 
Your work should have saved me $120 . 00; that it mcy not is entirely 
my own fault . 

I greatly appreciate your advice on the reperfing angle 
and can certainly see yot~ jut tificction for taking [. dim view of 
&ny monkeying with covers in any Wf~y . 1...lso , I va l ue r:ry reFUtation 
for honesty in all dealings above most anything else and would not 
for the .Torld want to do anything that would reflect on i t . I be-
lieve it is important that I explain in detail my policy in this ~ 
regard not only &s a means ' of explaining my actions but also for your 
i\lrther comments . Whenever I buy a cover that is marked up or has a 
r~gged opening ue to careless initial opening , I always attempt to 
clean it up and trim or even up the ragged opening to improve the 
c.~pearance and in DlE.ny CLse mE,ke sO:r:1ethin~ saleable the:. t otherwise 
would go begging . I believe you would agrfe that there is nothing 
wrong Fith t:b-is . Likewise , if the cover is ripped or torn and its 
present appearance can be im~roved or preserved by placing some hinges 
or a bit of parer on the inside to hole: the tear together, in other 
words repairing it , I likewise do that , the i'ork of course being ob-
vious to anyone examining the cover though I gener lly mention the 
rencir in my written description on the envelope in "thich it is en
closed. In otherwords eve~hing I do to e cover short of reperfing 
the stamp is obvious to even an inexperienced observer , but is none 
the less generally mentioned in my description lUlless it is so in
significant such FS trimming the open end £s to merit no special 
cO!!l!!lent . U"J to this l)oint I hope thc..t ::TOU will agree that noth-ng 
that will deceive future buyers or tlkt is unethical hes been done , 
btt ~~ll appreciate your comments if you don ' t . 

The next step is of course the reperfJ.ng of the $amp which 
I aCree would not be obvi ous , es~ . a good job , to any but the most ex-
erienced observer and therefore might deceive the ne}~ buyer even t l0 

I ade~uately described t to the first buyer . This is a strong argument 
against tne practice bnr 'auld be decisive if I considered reperfing to 
be in the same class as r~ ~iring , regumming, fuking cancels , etc . on 
stamps . Tho h I would not condone or engage in repairing a st£mp on 
a cover so that it .las not fairly obvious on a casual e:xa.miru...tion, and 
I co not consider the obvious rep~iring of a tear in a cover to be ~n 

this caass , I consicer reperfing belongs to a different area since such 
is merely finishing the job that the C~vt . failed to complete . l~so, 
there would be need~or s uch re~erfing if it were not for the foolish 
prejudice which collectors in this country h&ve against "sheet margin" 
co: ies which ",ctu2lly ore ecc.rcer and shoulo be worth more than these 
perfed on all sides &TId I believe are in mnst c~ses £~road . Also , if 
jobs can be eione thl: t L.re so identical to the Govt . perfing as to •. r ac
ticelly Gefy detection, I don ' t see that it m~kes too much difference 
except for the fc.ct th. t the market here v:...Lues str aight edges for less 
t t:.an r egul2.r copie s , in itself unjustified , c.nd by reperfing a cOTY of 
lower IIlD r ket value has been m£ de into one OJ higher:me. rket value . Based 
on the above reasoning my policy has been to heve items reperfed occasi on
ally where I feel it '<Till signific< ntly improve the < P' earE nce , but to 
a1 'b.yS without exception note t his f act in my description of cono..ition 
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when offering the stsEP frr sale. This olicy is or8n end above 
bOc;1xd ~nd intends to '.eceive no one unles c:, they are so naive &.s to 
doubt my statement ao to r c erfing tn~ deceive themselves . Relat~vely 
speaking this is the mort con::;ervat~ve policy with reg rd to reperfing 
cf U1;'1 dealer in Boston, except Hc.rris , c:.nc. most I mow in ~;eiT York 
all of whom have items r nerfed r nd sell them "\-Ti th no :nention of the 
fact feeling it makes no difference but still to my waTof thinking 
not 'iving due weight to the fbct th~t they are deceiving the c stoner 
i'ho in most c ses YTould nC't buy the st Illp if he me T it .Tere re erfed," 
c;.:.t I e st net _t the ::-11e price~ -:ost of these dealp.rs 1-;..re 1 .DA members 
though the more repute ble will gl&dly admit to this pr[.ctice e.nd I.1<..ke 
no e.ttem:;')t to hide it, a few even goiI'1.g so f:>.r as to heve the ste tenent 
about re~erfing in their lSDP. pledge penned out before they would sign 
it c.nd join. This clause requires that anything such [s reperfing be 
described to the: rosrective b- :rer on sr le if .;nom to the deulcr to 
"\-Th ch I of course .:...dher. Certc. in H. Y. C. auctions such "'S Ortont3 espec
it: lJ.yr nO. o_'ten Fo:;.:' sere locdec. 1,'ith undescribec. reperfs T,b£.t can be 
told from the auction photos by the eJ. erienced observer. r...'.m . .f?:ther c 
sure Orton ht.. s it ("one himselfcs I ' ve seen items he bought i~~t'b.i·e . 
ShO'l-T up re::-erfed in his ne:::t s2.le , centering now Superb ,{here it w&s 
Fine to V. F. before . Fox may just be negligent in accepting r~terial 
for a~ction from people he should h. ve enough sense to suspect of such 
actions or not hF've sufficient knovledge to tell the difference . 

I hO:;Je that I hEve not bored ~TOU Fith the foregoing, but value 
your frien s11ip ~ nel. counsel very highly so 'w'nted th re to be no mis
understanding ~s to ~ policy and action in accord therewith . 

Enclosed is a 5¢ 1847 valent':'ne covrr ,,[hlch I have some reason 
to wonder if it was originally ure( on this cov r due to the crease in 
the staron (; nc1 the e. :-'parent different shade of ink in the sta.!np c. ncel 
anc- the p;-.rt S~1OYTi.."'lg en the C0vcr . Your com ents ,dll be greatly ppre
cia ted . 

I still hope to have Stan, Jr . up h8re for a ,wekend, but hc:ve 
ether been out of tOT'll I:J;'T:;elf or tied up with golf tOcU'n.a.nents each 
one since I 1ec..rned he yTas at NeYTport. Hm-r nnlch loner.>r will he be there? 

i ith kind r egar S , 



r 
• 
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'r.Jack ole~~rth, 
102. Beacon St., 

Boston 16, 88. 

D ar laok: 

Sept. 20, 19.53. 

On our return yeaterday f 
Stan lr. I found your letter d nolo 
k1nd of you to send me oheck for ,.00 
90¢ 1861 oover. 'l'hanks v ry much. 

o ten days trip down to see 
e8 of the 16th. It as vary 
tor the examination at the 

Further regard1n -that it • In your lettor you ment10ned 
a 90¢ cover in the Kelleher sale of ~arch 21, 19,2, same being Lot /147. 
It was odd that you mentioned this cover because in a way it has a 
connection v ith the Hanner Rooke cover. 

Regarding the fomer, ! am \\ondering if you noticed the address 
and that the Delano was the maternal grandfather of F.D.R. and the person 
reputed to be the opium exporter. I remembor t his cover when it came up 
in the .D.R. sale and my friend Emmerson Krug urchased it. Later on he 
placed it in my handa for sale but I s not able to Sit hi out without a 
loss as none ot m.7 friends wanted anything that had any connection with 
F.D.R. I belieTe it is stat d that thises the item that f1rst started him 
to collect Etampe. 

Recording the rate on this cover, it went by French mail under 
the U.S. - French Treaty and the r te \'iSS 30¢ per quarter ounce. This was 
in comparison to l,¢ per quarter ounc hed tho letter be n addressed to' 
France. As the lettfr dld not wei h ovor one-qunrter ounce 1t as there-
fore a tripl rate, our share of hich 'as only three cents per quarter ounce , 
as the letter wes torwarded by , ritiBh eun rd mail ship from Boston. At 
left on this COy r in red pencil '8 1 ov r}. In other ords, our cred to 
the French Post Office Department of three times 27¢. 'ranee settl d with 
Britian for oarrying the letter to Eng1 nd and th nee to CalaiS. I suppose 
the letter ~s put aboard a Br1tish mail ship at arse111~s end if so Fr noe 
paid Brit1an tor oarriage to H~ng Ko • I suppose that all France got out of the 
81¢ wes 18¢, or three tines 6¢ per querter ounoe. 

The relations ip betweon this cover and the Harmer Rook 
the killer on the 90¢ at p . ls an 1 at on ot the 0 e on the Delano 
wondering it you noti oed t h 18. rn the Blake book on n lIB rkings 
ot genuine types of this killer, none of hioh ere of the exact lze 
th take on the Banner Rooke CaTer. 

cover 1 that 
COTer. I am 
are tracing 
end hape a 

In your letter you I'etarred to a cov r in the H er Rooke 1e ot 
Sept . 22, nich is next Tuesday, same being on of sever~l covers in Lot 1@1· 



r. Jack E. Molea orth - Sept. 20, 195J. 

I doubt if I have ever seen the cetual cover but I am tamiliar with the rate 
and the credit. This rate as used extensively in the late fitties and early 
sixties, and applied to le ters of over one-quarter ounce but not over one-
helt ouno., which ent to England, thence to France and overland Via arseilles. 
In other ords, British mail overlend Via arseilles. Such mail was carried 
fro this countr,y to Engl nd by an arican packet or a British packet, and the 
credit to Brit"n depended on wbich transmission. For example , a cre4it of 36¢ 
Meant that the latter \ ent fro Ne York: by Am rican packet to Engl9m and under 
the U. S. - British Treaty e 'ere entitled to 5¢ inland and ~6¢ sea per halt ounce. 
Thus out ot 57¢ we tained 2l¢. Britain paid France at the rate of 6¢ per quarter 
nunce for carriage to srseilles, here the letter wes put aboard a British mail 
ship enroute to tUe Fer est Via Suez. The total rate of 57¢ was made up as follows: 
U •• share 21¢ 8S above - British 8 are one shillin , or 24¢ - French share 6¢ per 
uarter ounce or l2¢ - total 57¢. You can thus appreciate that ratas and credits 

depended entirely upon the ay mail \ as transported. 

I am returnine hare ith the cover ith the 5¢ 1847. I have ven this 
cover a very 'careful examin tion end my opinion is as follows - I feel quite sure 
that the 5¢ '47 v'as not used originally on this cover. The vertical c rease w~ich 
you noticed indicates that d aged ut81!lP as used to fake this cover. This type 
of e York postmark d1d not co e into use until 1uly 1851, hence this use had to 
be eb . 1852 or later. Th stmork as for unpaid first-class mail. Reearding the 
Carrier stamp, I exe ined thic very closely and hile it mi~t have been used on this 
cover, I doubt very r.1uch that it was. The "D"ot "PAID" 1s out of line and the red 
ink on the cover 1s different from th t on t eta~p. 

The postmark is d9ted Feb. 14, and the rty addressed 1 
wonders if tho little valentine as actually enclosed in thl enTe~ 

1t as, and perhaps from 0 busband or 8 son and sent ?lth the poc· 
doubt you noticed other red arkings on the 8t~p vhleh show no 

.rs. One 
",'It no doubt 

unpaid. 0 

on the cover. 

hoever made trds cover sttempted to turn ut a very clever job ond I 
suppose he had an explanati on for the item as follows - That the c rrier ,tamp paid 
the t ee to the lew York Post Office - th t th 5¢ '47 stamp as 'ntended to ay the 
postage to New Hampshire, but thet the e York Post Office refused in Feb . 1852 to 
r ecognize the old tamp and rated the letter as entirely unpaid with Doctage due of 
5¢. Such an explanation u1d k~ an exceedln 1y nice and rare cover . Ho ·~ver, 
Ne~ York dId not use a red grid such as this in 1852 ~r 1853, etc . 

To sum up, it is my 001nion that neither of the t ~ stamps were originally 
used on this cover, but in all probability the valentine 'as enclosed. Because I 
wanted to give this item a very thorough examination I~i11 have to char~e you a 
fee of $5.00 on account ot the time comsumed with it. I am wonderinr if you would 
have any objection if I gave the it a ~rlte -up in 8 Service Issue. One more ~rd 
regarding the 51 stamp. This 1s a very early shade and impression, 0 doubt from 
the first batch of printings, and it ~ould be most unusual to find such an eer1y print 
used 8S late as 1852. 

, 
I have carefully noted your remurks . regardin the re- perforetion of the 

90¢ stamp, and perhaps all I csn add this, and I believe yo ill find the adv1c 
rr.oet excellent. You are 8 young man and have uch abilIty. You ill find that in 
the end that . it pays never to do anything in this business that ill cause talk or a
rouse suspicion. A reput tion tor honesty 1n every department 18 more valuable 
than all the money in the orid. Alw87S strive to keep the pago clean. 

If 

• 
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• 
r. Jack E. Molesworth - Sept. 20, 1~53. 

Regarding ·the cleaning of covers. I believe that covers CBn be im
proved bT removing dirt or refolding 8 COTer and anything elae that auld not 

1n BnT 'aT of monkey- business or faking. I firmly belieTe that putting 
f udulent perfor tiona on a st mp oula come under the head of faking, because 
such perforations are ithout uestion fraudulent. I have many times in the 
est removed dirt and grime fro folded letters end have mede new folds here 

the original ones ere gged and torn. I have also re oved oxmd1zed copies of 
the 5¢ '47 end the 3¢ 1851 from co ers, put them in peroxide to restore the 
ahade end then car fully replaced the on cover. I do not consider this as faking 
in any y but 1n the sru e category her rare paintln s have been restored by 
experts. Eo ever, I i ht edd this, no bungler a uld fool ith a cover or ith 
a st p and any improveme t that might be att mpted should be done by one 'ith 
long experience and by one who . s perfectly conscious of the difference between 
what should be done and what should not be done. , 

• 
e had a leasant fistt with Stan Jr. lest eek- end, after hlch we 

drove up to spend a few deys i th Dr. Chase. I evoided Boston but some of my 
good friends there drove up to Amherst e spent the day with us. Stan Jr. ill 
graduate on QV . 13th. I believe he planned to spend this wee'~-end in Boston. 

o doubt he ade en effort to S t in touch ith you. 

i th regsrds -

Sincerely yours, 

• 

• 

• 



William O. Bilden 

MEMBER 
WESTERN COVER SOCIETY 

AMERICAN PHILATELIC SOCIETY 

SOCIETY PHILATELIC AMERICANS 

TRANS-MISSISSIPPI PHILATELIC SOCIETY 

NORTHWEST STAMP DEALERS' ASSOCIATION 

Dear stan, 

TELEPHONE 

MAIN 6055 

200 KASOTA BUILDING 

MINNEAPOLIS 1, MINN. 

sept. 8, 1953 

I just finished talking to Charlie Shier son on the phone tonight 
and in the course of conversation he told me that he had just received a 
lett er from you. That reminied me that I should write to you. I have 
intended to send you the enclosed cover for several months, but I keep 
forgetting to do so. Therefore, I am following Harry L ndquist's saying 
"Do it now". 

I am also enclosing sane l¢ 51 t s fOr your classification. I 
will swap you the cover for your infonnation on the 3 enclosed stamps • 
.l!air enough 

I do not believe that I have written you since Harold Stark's 
deathc It was a great shock to all of us up here. He was a fine man 
and philat ely lost a great student. 

As you knOW, Les has been hard at work on the new catalouge 
all summer. I believe that he regrets that Pe ever undertook the job, 
because it has been a thakkless one. vidently the publishers do not 
agree with his method of list ing the stamps. They want to run all of 
the issues in together as the European catalouges do. That would mean 
that postage dues, officials, airmails, etc. would all be jumbled in 
wi th the regular bsues in the order that they were issued. I do not 
believe that anyone in their right mind WOuld agree that this is a 
sensible system. I think that it is utterly stupid and ridiculous. 

In a couple of weeks 1 and my family will be taking off for 
the A.P.S. in Houston . I do not go to many conventions, but I thought 
that this would afford a little vacation for my wife , since she has 
never been in the South. 

I hope that everything i well wit h you. 

Sincerely, 

to/I 



Sept. 20th, 1953 . 

r . O. Bilden, 

Dear Bill: 

asota ldg., 
inneapolis 1, inn. 

On y return from e little vao tiOD down a t I 
found your 1 tter 0 the 8th enolos1n the three co 1es of the 
l¢ 1851 and the 6¢ 1869 cover. 0 doubt you ond red why y u 
h d not heard fro me. 

Re rdin the thre stu p 
Plate 4 end the reliefs ara as fo 10 
page 232) 

Copy Nl Relief B, Type IlIA 
opy ,2 Relicf ,lype IlIA 

Copy ,3 He let , TYpe ? 

here 1th, all are from 
aa my vol . .Le one, 

Regarjin the above. stamp ttl cOllle - fro the seoond 
row of the plate - The top 1 ne is n10ely brok ,u~t th bott 
line 1s intaot, although it is 8 bit taint . bis may be due t o 
a late impression h re the line has om, or it may be ue to 
so~e monkey-business . 

Copy rr2 comes fro either the third or seventh hori-
zontal rows of the plate . a bottom line on tbis wt p is also 
s bit taint. 

Copy 3 comes .rom e1 her the fourth or eighth hori
zontal rows of the plate, b oeuoe the bot tan part of the stamp 1s 
m1ssing it is impossible to dieting sh he typ , however. it 
necessar,y it could be id tified by platin • 

! 
Thanks very muoh tor your kindness in present1n the -

fake cover to me . I ~lll mark it in indelible 1nk a a take and 
also that it we presented to me ith your oompliment . I like 
very much to add suoh·items to my referenoe oollection. 

'0 doubt as th s lines ore vritt you ore on yo 8y 
to Houston . I do ~rust that your f 11y nd you hare 8 n-
Joyable t1 _ e •. It 8 indeed nice to h or from you nd that 
h never I oan help you out e b1 t 1n J y th t you ~111 no 

hasitate to co nd • 

1 th best wishe B - Cordially yours, 



s AY 
PECIALIZING IN THE U BELL PURCHA 
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Mr. Raynor Hubbell, 
Box 573. 

Griffin . Ga. 

e r ynor: 

Sept. 20, 1953. 

On my return nome yestel~Qy I found yours of the 9th. e were 
~one little 10 er than originally expected and I regret to state th~t 
I will not heYe time to Bend any item to you before you leave for Houston. 

I return the Confederate it herewith. I elleve that Dletz 
repArded this as an Essay produced by lithograph by L. ae r that Is 
true or not, I do not know, because I bave never aid ver,y uch attention 
to such items. My advice would be to send this to the J~pert Committee of the 
O.v . A. If it is actually en 'saey rAther than so~e or the teke stuff turned 
out years ago, I would think that it ould have real value and ould have a 
place in ~ost aD7 tine Confederate collection. Parha s Dietz or sane other 
Confederate student have rects to prove Its real status. 

'ith recaras 

Sincerely yours, 

• 



~/ 
d 



r. R. • Peck. 
18,0 Blltmor St . N •• , 

. ashlngton 9, D.C. 

De r r. Peck: 

Sept. 20, 19.53. 

• 

1 h v b e a 8y on a little V8C tion of t n days 
nd on my r turn yesterday I round yqur re 1 tered letter of 

th 11th lith en 1asu 8. 

Re ding the t 0 cov rs bieh I am returning here-
lth, I reeret to 8t to th t the 24¢ 1861 is not the violet 

color but rather 8 d rk shad. of the 70, th red 1110u. In 
other words, this stam 1£ the dark red 111ac, s.u.s. 10, and 
I hove endorsed the cover as such on the reverse "alde. This 
was a sl le"" te or~4 to and in A ril 1862, and tho letter 

rom Albany, ew Yor lett GW Yor City by British ~~11 sts~sh1p 
on dnel:3d y, April 9, 1862. The r d "1'" sho,'" our credit to 
rit in of l'¢. ' 

Rega ding the l¢ cover, the p ir co es fro~ Plete 2 
end ot course both stamps re Type II. 'llle rote of 2¢ as merely 
the U.S. outage on no spaDors or printed ciroulars sent 
by British or A .rican mail ate nships under the terms of th 
U.S. - Drit1sh ~o6tal Treaty. This 2¢ had to prepaid in the U.S, 
POS~8ee from the U.S. frontier was collected from the addressee 
and settle~ents er mad. 1th Brit in and F nee by bulk e1 ht. 
In 11 probability the rnenuscrlpt due r-Ing 1 S ustrian appli~d. 
This circular crossed th Atl3ntlc to land in a ri Ush shIp, 
thence into France at Calais and ~a3 sent on to destination by 
Jireneh mail. 

I believe that I illustrated in One Oent BOOK, Vol. 
2, 8 simil r 2¢ rat., Ith a pair of the 1¢ 1857. leo in tbe 
table ot rates of post g 111 be tound auch 2¢ rates to ustr1a 
end other co tal de tin tions. 

y I than~ you v ry kindl tor your chao of 3.00. 

Sinoe l.y :eu • 



TEL. WORTH 2·4249 

GUARANTY STAMP CO. 
116 NASSAU STREET 

ROOM 912 

NEW YORK J'., N. Y. 

38 

~. ~t~nkey B. henbroOK, 
3} ;. Ft. Tnom&~ Ave 
.;B'ort T lomL"" .... \. • 

Dear S~r., 

~eptc~b~r 17t., 1953. 

The enclosed TJ stamp 90e 15 perf .18·5.7 'as 

submitted tu me cnd I roul~ feel grectly obliged 

if you lou:d examine the stamp. Pl~ase let me hcvc 

n eertific&te to~e her vlth your bi~l for the 

cxpertisin&, fge. 

Thunkinb you, I r main, 

encl. 



rn EE 
300087 

~~. stanley B. ~ShL~OO~ 
33 N. Ft. Tnomaq ~ve 
Fort Tnomrs, Ky. 





f 

{ Sept. 20, 1~53. 

r. • Bissegger, 
GU8runt~ St p Co., 

116 DSS u St., Roo 912, . 
e York 38, .Y. 

ar ir: 

tou yo 
t p. 

next fa 

Upon my return from e e ort vee tton, I 
rs of tb 17th, enclosing ~he 90¢ 1 60 

111 g1v th1 y tt ntion 'ithln the 
d y • 

rely your , 



, 

pt. 22, 1953. 

1 8e ar: 

Here lth I • return1 th U. • 90¢ 1860 
.u.. 3' 8 contained in your8 or the 17th. It 18 

opinion, that the e. Orleans c celation on thi8 
cOPT 18 traudulent, nd prob biT 80 a of the ork: 
ot th rench taker, 8 1. I d'Y1ee you to 
it the copy to the rt C itt 0 the htl teUc 

FOUD etlon ot e Tor C1tT. address 22 st / th St., 
York 16, •• I fa 1 ure th t th l' cs tuml you 

ith b1a opinion. 

I not ch rsl you eny f ea or the eboYe, 
but you can rei burs • the return re 18t ton. 

erT tl'U1y yours, 

Cor~ Tv 
lientt ~ood K',nd 











.. 

r. rl 0 kley, 
200 Continental Building, 

.08 S. Spring Street, 
Los Angeles, Calit. 

Dear r. Oakley: 

Sept. 26, 19.53. 

Baro\lth the PatriotIc cover with the 24¢ 1861 from ew York 
to ... cotland on October .5. 1861. I am pleased to report that this cover 
1s genuine in very respect and I have endorsed it on the back as tollows. . , 

'In my opinion, this cover 1s genuin in every 
respect - The 24¢ stamp is hat I cefl a 
tSt el Gra~' - a·natural color changeling ot 
the 24¢ 1861 Violet. 

Stanley B. Ashbrook: 
t. 26, 1953. II 

stated ab ,the stamp 1s a natural color changliDg ot 
the 24¢ 1861 V101et, S.U.S. 1f60. This.is Jhat I call the "Ste.l Gray" 
changelIng, 8S it h8s little ot the blue. uoh 88 l t1nd in the 
Steel Blue changelIng samo 2.¢ V10l t. I be11eve that these blue 
and gray ehangelings or at d trom difterent batches ot/ Viol t ink. 
The earliest that I h v ~een of the nSteel Gray" W8S 8 sine;le oft cover copy 
postmarked Sept. 21, 186. I published an article some years ssp in th 
A.P. on the 24¢ 1861 "St Blue" and it you have never seen 8 copy. I will 
be glad to loan one to you • 

Tbi letter ~~e despatched from. e York on Cct • .5 , 1861, by the 
S.S. City of Ne York. an American ail-ship of the Inman L1n. The red sw 
York postmark reads: "New York am. Pkt . " he large 1f3" 1s the U. S . credIt 
to Great Britain for their share ot the 24~ rate, amounting to }~. In other 
words , the U. S . ahare was 5'1 internal and16¢ for the Atlantio crossin • 

The earll st record that I have ot a c4¢ 1861 'ut el Blu " was a 
cover that was sold in the Waterhouse sale back in 1924. It bore a postmark of 
Oct. 4, 1861, and was ddre sed to Swlzerland. In all probability lt 'as 
despatched by the same i1-ship that carr1 d this oover. ~or my authentioation 
and facts re ardlng t e cover. I 'am chargin8 you a tee of .5.00. It you would 
like to have a photo raphl0 print - tront nd back - I ~111 b iad to sen e to you. 

With kindest regar s -
OOrdi , 

, 





• 
t IL 1("~ . . 





F 



6LAclC Marl<ln~.s 
f~~rTJart:. C> 

fA 1< e: C 0'>1 ~ R. By r 0 \ 1 D n cl -
5e F 3 0 \ 9 ,,3 - Do t--l< \3 r 0 v-t tI 

En "ei C)~e. - AI <:> ~ e. The u 'pe n \ n~ 
D .. C \-\ A pAL" S e {! ~. B , 2. S - J? 4- 3 
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Dr. • cott Polland, 
lber Bl ., 

San etael, Callf. 

D r Doctor: 

hi 
of 1. I 
Ch p 1 ;1 
In. I 
of COll 

h n "at. 
ppose th 

e \ 0 lld hav 
bout the it 

1'r1c 
t 1 

b 
C 

r YOUI ot the 26th. 
ld 't nt any part 

spelled 
does tbe 
10, blch 

n Ine looking 
59 lat at 
In the Dietz 
and the 

I wond~rin it the f kar who .' t'1s rake ostmar\C 
i pOGS ed rubber atom a1 habet aud put each lettor 1n one at a t 1r.le. 

• 

-J 

ate th spocing of th lett rs to the circle nd .C . is out of 
line. I have een other postmark which I hod oocos1on to bollev were 
r ked in thl~ anner. Tho 20¢ stanp 1 ok a 'tully fr sh nd like it 
c ~e from on unua d lot. 

I note that you h d quit a s sslon one n1 ht rocently .ith 
Edgar. len ima e nothing more enjoyable than to sit in on on ot 
th se et- tog thcrs. Edg rowe veral lett ram 100 Ing 
torwa rd to h ring fro 

ath every ad 

Cordi 11 y ura, 



Doherty, Clifford, Steers & Shenfield,Inc. 
ADVERTISING 

350 FIFTH AVENUE. Empire State Building. NEW YORK 1, N. Y. 

October 6, 1953 

Dear stan: 

So glad to get yours of the 5th. I am glad of 
your promise to keep the contents of my letter absolutely 
confidential. If you heard anythi~g from Frank Hart he cer
tainly must have heard it from Fox because I haven't seen 
nor heard from Frank in months. As to the settlement from 
John, it was by chpck and right on the nose. Personal y, I 
have never heard any gossip al'out that end of his business. 
He seems to have grpat resources at his command and has pur
chased an enormous amount of stamps in the last year and a 
half. 

Now I do not want you to feel sad becauce there 
will be any inter~lption in our relations over the years. 
Although I will be out of my collection I am still main~~n
. g my place on the Expert Commit~s, will still carry oh 

.-'Ii me research and all in all . ntl rest in Confedera tes 'will 
,< not. diminish. If I need materia· fo research I certainI 

kno find it and I ~oul~~~i ou to feel that w 
you will calIon me . ,. s you did in the 0 

About the Chap~l Hill fake, I have never seen one 
although I am familiar with fake postmarks made with rubber 
stamps one letter at a time. You are right, these things are 
coming from Europe. 

So please, Stan , let's keep things on the same basis 
philatelically, just as though I still had my collecti·on. 

With warm regards -

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook 
33 N. Ft. Thomas Avenue 
Fort Thomas, Kentucky 

TELEPHONE: BRyant 9-0445 



f 

1-
t 

? 

r. L. L. Shentield, 
3.5" ifth ve •• 

e Yor't::. I.Y. 

D ar Larry: 

Oct. 10, 19.53. 

I G pleased to receive yours of the 6th and to note that ~he 
tran action i volV1ge your collection s perfectly sDt1sfactory in every 

y. I ~es a1 0 pLed th t you re goi to continue your interest in 
onfeu r t s. In the xt fa r da~rs I ill sen you a photo ph ot the 

'Oh pal Hill ' foke. fter lhich you can send it to ao for 8 look . 

Iro no on do you ant to address you t Bronxville or your 
old ad.ress? 

1 +h best wishes -

COl dislly yours • 

•• S.--1 note thet tney have made me 8 eneral, ~hlch certainly places in 8 

most emb rrassing position 

.. 



----- --- - I 

~ ~:-1 ,..... .,. ) ~. . 

I, 



!,--1)l-~
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QUU_~_-:g_ 

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook 
P.O. Box 51 
55 North Ft. Thcmas Avenue 
Fort Thomas, Kentucky 

!)ear Stan, 

3Jark f. tlnlr.61unrtl1 
Philatelic Deale'!' and B'!'oke'!' 

102 ~ea:ron ~treet 

~oston 16, c#lffassa:r:1rusetts 

October 2, 1955 

(JJ_~_!,-

!'--~!'-
~-~-!,-Jf-$-

I finally got hold of stan Junior last night on the phone hoping that 
he could make it up this weekend, but he had the Duty Sunday so could not 
make it. However, we hope to get together next weekend. 

I am enclosing a l¢ - 1851 with plate crack that is supposed to be 
unused and would appreciate your checking it as I suspicion it may have been 
cleaned. Enclosed also is a quite interesting cover which I would appre
ciate your checking and signing if you feel it is okay. Advise your fee 
and I will re -t promptly as usual. 

If you should have any bids for yourself or your clients in the coming 
Fox sale of the MacBride collection I 'YlOuld be pleased to take care of them 
and believe I could proba.bly save you some money as I follow the policy of 
offsetting bids and thereby not bidding one client up with the lower bid of 
another. Tllis often results in my buying a lot for the top bidder below 
the bid of the second high bidder, but all of my clients unders tand this and 
trust me implicitly in this regard. 

With best wishes, 



4Jark f. 1Iulr1iluurtQ 
102 ~l'IttOU 

~01\tou 16, 2lHn55ttc~U1\l'tt1\ 

Mr. Stanley • Ashbrook 
P. O. Box 31 
55 North Ft. Thomas Ave . 
Fort Thomas, Kentucky 

VIA AIR ~1;\IL SPECIAl' DELIVERY 







r. ~ecK E. ole sworth, 
102 Beacon St., 

Boston. a s. 

De r ~aok: 

In my rush to get that covor back to you 
yesterday I failed to ai n it on the back. However, I 
located a photo raph that I m de of it back in 1944 end 
I om enclosing it here ith 81 ned on the beck. Accord
ing to my memorandum this cover s offered to ~e88up 
at 25.00. r am also including t·o other rints with 
m~os on the beok. 

r note that you finally got ten on the phone 
but he as not able to leavs tha base t 1s eek-end. 0 

doubt he will be able to see you very shortly. 

Regerding the aoBride sele. I doubt if I will 
heve sny bids ut if so I Will be 81 d to get in t uch with 
you. I note that Harmer Rooke refuced a refund on the 90¢ 
oover, but they no doubt felt that they had a good exouse. 

Ith ree rds -
• 

Sincerely yours, 



I 

l 



, 

r. Richard K. eyer, 
3990 Prospect Road, 

Peoria 4, Ill. 

Dear r. eyer: 

Oct. 11, 1953. 

Herewith I am returning the cover as per yours of the 6th. 
I not that ort Sanpson states that it originated in Jonesborough, Ill. 
and he is probably oorrect. There were nine such post offices in the 
U.S. If you will pef r to Volume T~o of my book on the U. S. l¢ 1851-57, 
you will find on pa~e 344 a table of foreign rates with Prussia nuoted 
as tollow: By Prussian Closed ail 30¢ per halt ounce -

" Br en or Hamburg 1a11 15¢ per halt Olmce. 
Evidently the Postmaster intended tor the letter to go by the Bremen 
ail and rated same at 15¢ per halt ouno. I sup ose that when the 

letter reached New York it 'ss too lete for tha Bremen steamer and was 
sent by Prussian Closed Wail st en unpaid rate ot 30¢. This mftsnt the 
equivalent of 30¢ 1n U. S. currenoy wes due from the addressee. The 
Ne York postm ric 1s1123" - wes the U .3. debit ot 23¢ to the Prussian 

.... P.O .D. a1l by this route was sent trom New York: in closed bags and 

f 
f 

trsveled Via England and Ostend, Belgium, entering Prussia • 
at which point the bags \.ere opened and the mail sorted and rated, and 
sent on to destination. 

I haven't the sliehtest idea as the the meani ot the small 
sticker attached to the envelope and with the word }'AID. It Vlould appear 
that it this is genuine that th word PAID would indicate that it was ap
plied in this country, however, if this was any indication that 15¢ was 
paid at origin any such a payment was disre arded because this letter 
surely went by Prussian Closed Hail. Full postage or none had to be paid 
on foreie~ mail. No part payments were reoognized. 

As Henry eyer is very muoh interested in anything pertaining 
to postal ~rkln •• and histor.y, the chanoes are that he will welcome 
enother look at this oover end my letter. 

Very truly yours, 

• 
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· ... ' ....... 

r. Esrl 
31; 

Dear rl: 

trim, 
Bolly Street, 

Box ?4~, 
pa. Idaho. 

Oct. 1, l~.53. 

, 

Here 1 th th cover 08 per "ours of the 29th. 
This cover ond one similor to it c e up 1n Harner Rooke 
Co. s le last spring. Both were desoribed as fleg of truce 
covers. I sent for the at the tl ~ and photog~ hed them 
snd p~tared a trong prot st against th eatsle e de-
Bcr ptlon, which I tat d mis-state ent ot fact, ex-
pls_n1ng that thea it not 1 of ruee covers. 
henoe 8uch de crtpti n 88 nislea ng. I su oated that 
they be ithdra , but my dTioe os not follo d. This tiDn 
is vory c raless at tl es about their e oripti n and in 
many oa es 8 not very anxlou to make ny oorrections or 
refunds. Of cour e. th1 cover as ne er sent thru the lines. 
It was simply addre sed to ortress onros, Va. In all proba
bility it might have contained the letter 1th the reque t 
that it be tor.vol'ded thru the lines to e outh 0,. F. at T. 
He ever, as it is,it 1s noth1 but a cover trom G ~8n to 
the Uni~sd States. 

It a ne s to Q thot th C.S •• had y 1d a at 
makin or rather r ising from the rank of colon 1 to 

, 



a general. It any such action is taken it will prove rather 
embarrassing beoause I have been very muoh opposed to the use 
ot mIlitary titles tor members ot a phIlatelic SOCiety. D1etz 
originated th1s bit ot toolishness and I have always thought 
it beneath the dign1ty ot mature men. I have on numerous OC
casions protested to various members ot the Alliance, includl 
MaoBride and Shenf1e d and had hoped that the practIce would 
be discontinued. I have long tround on the s11ly practlce ot 
Kentucky governors conterring the title"ot colonel on a lot ot 
damn politician., movie people and what-not. I believe the 
better class of people of this state have no patience with suoh 
damn foolishness. So you see Earl, if the e.S.A. conters the 
honor ot general upon t I can see no a7 out but to decline 
to accept it with an explanation suoh as the above • • 

• 
The following 1s very cont1aentlal. I heard a rumor 

to the etfect that Shontleld has sold hie entire 60ntsderate 
collection to the H.R.Harmer ti~. I don't know whether there 
is any truth in this or not so plesse do not repeat 1t. I mve 
written Larry 1nqu ring 1t it was true. 

Ith kindest r gards -

Cordially yours, 

• 

. , 

.-.' " . 

; 
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Mr. Earl Antrim, 
319 Holly Street, 

P. O. Box 74~, 
Nampa, Idaho. 

Dear Earl: 

Oct. 11, 1~53: 

I was pleased to reooive yours of the 3rd and to note that you 
agree with me on the matter of militery title. Now that I am in that class 
perhaps I oan persuade M7 fellow generals to give up the title and to accept 
80m other honor instead. This could be in the form of a certificate or 
so e other acknowledgment. Have you any uggest l on? 

I enclosi ng herewith an enlarged photograph of a cover that was 
recently au itted to me for an opinion. Note the spelling of CHAPAL. I have 
an idea that thiJI falee as made in Europe and could account for the misspelling. 
Evidently each letter was inserted separately and s very poor job. I am wonder
ing if you have ever run across anything similar • 

• 1th kindest regards 

Sincerely yours, 

.. 

, 
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.JOHN DAVID BAKER 

3909 NORTH DELAWARE STREET 

INDIANAPOLIS 5, INDIANA 
July 25 , 1953. 

Enclo~eu is a cnecA for $20 to st'rt the np.w year of 
the A3hbrook Special Service. 

Remember the Hollanaale, Texas cover you photograpned 
for me? Is there any aoubt th .:.!. -c tne s taIli lIlXEa on this 
cover was actually used on thi~ cover? If the date of 
u~e of tnis cover were May 1861 ( I tnink it is May , 1860) 
could ~t have been carried by tne San ~ntonio - San Diego 

• route and sent to bonoma by some o ~her route in California? 

What can you tell me about the Putts Overlana Envelo e. 
Who was their originator - How many ailfel.ent kinas (I h ole 
two) Botn ~L e dated 1864 . One ~B yostmdrkea Sacramento ana 
tne othe.!.' (exMeroni) Greenwood, Cal. 

Can you tell me who .f.;uDlished the San Francisco Nr)W3 

letter? I nave the covy from the Meroni Sale . I nowhere 
gives the Vublishers name, uut sa s tndt it can be ootained 
from any Wells Fargo office. Did Wells Fargo have ~nything 
to ao nith its publishing? 

Where I can I rfind something about the ostal history 
of the Santa Fe trail? I have a stam~less postlIlarKed i~ 
Santa Fe. T.e letter was written to the paymaster General 
of the Army . It is dated 1851. A 10 is struak on tne face 
and scratcned out in ink and free written . In the corner 
is also written 011icial Business . How w~s tnis letter 
carried? by a contract mail cJ.I'rier or bj army courier'; This 
~~s also a Ueroni item. 

Are you going to the SPA ana or APS shows tld.;; year? I 
have just received my entry Dlank back from SPA saying, 
too latet I haven 't nard from APS yet. I have entered 
5 frames of westerns snowinb tne var~ous mail routes to 
California. I have naa a lot of fun putting tnem together. 
I ho~e I at least get the 0 yortunity tc snow them l 

Van Dyk MacBride is trYJ.ng to make a Confeaerate collect 
or out of me. I boubht at a Fuller auction an American 
Let~er Exvress tnrough the Lines cover. He wanted to see 
tne information label on the back for ossible information 
for tne new Dietz catalogue. I ~robauly nave four items of 
the confederacy in my col ection at tne ,tJresent t~rr. e. So 
far my wes-cern intel.'ests outstri my Confeuerate interests. 

To mention tn~t I am ho~inb to get down to 'ee you is 
almost too trite to write anymore . I realLY want to do it, 
but wnen seems to be tne uestion. 

Sincer~~ 



f 
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r.l. avid Baker, 

D ar 

3909 ·orth Delaware Stre~t, 
d1anapoll 5, Ind. 

July 31, 1953. 

Thanks very .. uoh for yours ot the 25th ith oh ok for 20.00 
which I hev duly or it d. 

ou put 01"1. questions up to e th t I connot anSl,er offhend 
but will have to 100 up MY referenoes. 1 reo II tho Hollandale oover 
but oannot 1'6 ember the oil'Oumstanoo8 aurroundine it. w111 have to 
100 up th photograph and th oorrospondeno that \'0 had at tho ti o. 

Regardi tt Ovorl nd env lopes, I doubt if I hav very 
muoh information on ubj ot. P rhop • could obt in th ta that 
you ish f Edgar 10ssup. nd ring it you have ever had any 
oorre pondenoe With hill. I regard hi as the number one student on 
esterna at the present t1 e. Yo probabJ.T at him. t the eron1 lee 

Be is a er:! thorough tudent 01' Oalitornia history und as bom and reared 
at J onterey. 

Regarding the San ranolsoo ewe Letter, I doubt vert M.uoh it 
.ell argo ~ Co. had anything to do with it. I dll 6 e it I can obt in 

t some infol"!:l! tion tor you. 

-, egardlng the S ta e Trail, I va two books on the bJeot, 
but they ere no. ph11ate110. Perhaps you oan obtain oop1es through your 
looal book de er - One 1s entitled. t'l'Jm OLD L" by Col. 
Henry Inman. 14; was published by the 111an 00. No, York, 1897. The 
other i tl tled, nTHF. SANTA F.E TRAIL·' by R.L. Duffus, ubl1shed by The 
Tudor Publishing 00., e York, 193. One ot the finest books published 
on the Overland K811 1'18S by Haten. This 1s a Tery rare book and I 1JnaBim 
it brings 1'ro $25 to 50 at th present t1 • I h e qu1te an extensiT8 
l1brar.y on estern histor.y and somet han you run down I 111 give you 
a list 01' books that 1e;b.t be holptul. There 1s a lonthly paper publ1shed 
in Oal11'o1'Dia r th e of' th ' 0 S8.' MCLl 16 d vot d 1n11 to 
early e.tern hi tory. I ondering it yo ever heard ot it. 

1 regre to state th t I 111 not attend cith r of the con ntion 
this year. 



f 
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• i 2 • r.~. David Baker - July 31, 1953. 

iesterns and Confederates ere top iteMS to accumulete because or 
the historiCal associations or both. I keep in rathar close touch with 
collectors thruout tha country in both . 

Wi th reeords -

Cordially yours, 

, 

• 



Sept. 21, 19.53. 

r. uBene j eger, 
3. umnor Avenue, 

De r r. 

C rroll 
to send 
The cov 

• r 

orwood ( 1m od 7), R.I. 

er: 

I 
eh se in 
these to 
rs re n 
Dries: 

am enolo ing herewith eTen oov rs hioh I borrowed trom Dr. 
order to ake a phot raphio record. I asked his peDftlssion 
you, knoWing that you uld be interested in seeing them. 
bered fro one to sev n lnclusive end the tollo ing are 

No.1 - R ted at obile 88 a double.but ew York oonsldered it 
a single and so did ranc.. l doubt Delieve that I ever ran aoross this black 
obile "30" before. 

No. 2 - The 88M 8S above. 

No. 3 - Charleston rated this AS a single but New York considered 
it over a querter of an ounce and hence debited Franoe for two rates, or else 
this postmark was applied thru arror. France rated it as a sin lee 

• No •• - This ori inated at Havana snd there is a faint New York 

, 

postmark on the back. The black ";2' debl t is also a New York m rking. he French 
due shows that this a's evidently rated as 8 triple tro the U. S. The red French 
postmark shows Ane noen packet, hence on a triple our debit should have bean three 
times 9¢. I can't t1gure out why this letter shows a "32". It was evidently sent 
under separate cover trom Havana to 8 Hew Yom correspondent and there entered the 
mail for the first time. I am ondering it you oan ofter any sugge tiona. 

o. .5 - I made a reoord ot this because I have never seen this Ph11a
delphia"PAlD ;O"betore. This marking and the Philsdelphia for ign exohange postmark 
ust be very early uses, as the Treaty hed only been in effect a little over six 

months. 

No. 6 - Nothing unusual except that it 1s a si le by the e York 
Suppl entary Mail, hioh required postage ot ;O¢. I believe that .Y.S •• cover. 
to renee ere rather soeree. 

No. 7 - This wes a use in y 1875 trom -"ranoe 
rather interesting cover. he r ty ot 187. r qulred a rete 

to New York, and e 
ot 50 oent e. per t n 

g es or traotion, wh e8S tls U. • rete 9¢ per 1.5 
over the reaty tor so e ti • but I don't un er tan why t is co 
ot one tran~, 20 oant! es. lso I don't understand the London 
p nailed 2". I 'ondering it you cen ott~r any explanation. 

I haven't r d 
er quir d t. 
r ing and th red 

I am enclosing stamped envelop h re lth for retur • 
lth ki~est reg rds - Sinoerely yours. 



Mr. Stanley B. Aahbrook 
~rt Tho .... ~. 

Dear Mr. Aahbrookl 

September 26. 1953 

ThaDk. tor JOurs flit the 21.t and 7 COTers troll Dr. ChaH. 
Generalq epe&k1Dc there lIU.t haft beeD. 1IISD1' lett.r. vhich tipped the seale. 
at Ju.t about the 1/4 os. mark. Therefore covera sboving 41tf.renc.s ot opinion 
in ratiD& between point of origin end the Exchance. must be .xp.cted. '!'he 
latter had. of cours •• the last word with the esception ot unpaid letters vhich 
!rance rat.d by gramm •• end collected according17. 

CeTer. 11 and 2 lio. I han nev.r Hen thi. Mobile 30. len't it odd that 
H. T. did not correct this and. marked IS instead. lDvidentq rig!. checking va. 
done on the unpaid. mall. I .till think it i. possible that somewhere alOD« the 
line FrUlce di4 prote.t against ~inc that extra rate Debit out of her own pocket 
sine. they could not, in good faith. collect it troll addre..... The 30 it •• lf 
should be checked against other r.lated mark1nca of the period 'b7 a apeoia1ist in 
MObile po.tmark •• 

CoYer t:3 The reverae ot 11 &, 2. Poss1b17 an error or it r.al1,. may have been 
a double rate a8 per N. T. but france atil1 called it a single. 

Cover 14 This COTer from HavaDa had no connection vith the U.S.-lrench Treaty. 
The U.S. char,ed no Inland Po.tace for this but 2%1.61 reprel!l.nting the U.S.Trans-
atlantic Packet Service was charged -cainat :Britain. I enc10.e a a1allar COTer 
,.ou haTe aeen betore C70ur l.tter ot 4111/ SO). AccordID«l,. the 10~ in circle 
represent. on17 the 10; due troll Havana to X.v Orleans and vas al.o charged againat 
Britain. Aa to the )'rench nuss the 12 looka to me like a 8ingle 7i gr.rate and the 
24 a double juat OTer 1/2 os. but le81 than IS gr __ a. Tou could Il8lte the 24 a 
3x8 propoa1tion but it doesn't make aens. as compared to the 12 dec. unl.a. the 
12 included some extra charg. for the 10~ froa Havana to B.O. I wouldn't worry too 
DN.Ch about the )'rench Does in. thia caM. Jvident1,. the U. S. took care of aucb 
ma11 to hance bT turning ~ over into :BritIsh cu.atoq either in 11. T. or at an 
.:ngliah port charging Britain on17 for U.S. Tranaatlantic Packet SerTiee at 16~ 
per 1/2 os. und.r the U.S.-:British Treaty plus ~ Postage from Cuba to U. S. 
I &Ill lUl'e both covers vent through J:ngland but it's odd that th.r. are no Britiah 
marldnga. 

CoTer IS The Phila. Paid 30 i8 a nic. one and I don't recall having seen 1t 
before. It could haTe been in use on the Pru .. ian Closed Mail and the hid and 
12 Credit in circle tite in vith the :Bremen Mail. Both nice Il&rkings for the 
Philadelphia 8pecialilt. 

CoTer 16 I agree tbat the I.T.S.M. to !'rance is rare. firat one I have ... n. 
Instead of a rate JT. T. just marked it 'Paid All' 

COTer"" I eaclo •• a e11l11ar ona used in 1873. Theae have nothing to 40 with 
the collplicated U.S.-rrench azoranc ... nt bu.t beloD«. I believe. in one of the Britie 
Mail categories. 'l'he7 are quite collmon nth tM. 2 or solletae. 2 centa Credit 
to the U. S. I haTe a cover frOIl Jlgn)t b7 :Brit11h Sa1"f'ice vith tM. 2~. 

Though I haTe given this 1870-75 period 80me casual 8t~ I am sur. Mr.:Blake 
of :Boaton i. a better authority on the subJ.ct. 

I .. returning the 7 COTer •• nclo.ed. Thank. for letUDe me .ee tbell and I 
hope I haTe been of BOlle help. No hurry returninc II;Y 2 COTer.. Pleaa. keep them 
a8 long a. ,.ou wish and return thell ord1nar'7 _il, vhen re~. 

I aee Dr. Kennan haa 801ved the Art.13 ll7ate17. I &Ill waiting tor a cOPT of 
the APS book to atu4T the 48t&1l •• 
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. r. ene Jeer, ,4 umner ve., 
~orwood 7, Rhode Island'. 

D er r. Jaeger: 

ept. ~O, 1?.5", • 

Thenku v ry much for yours ot the 26th. I am today 
returning th s s to Dr. Chase nd sug est d th t he ut a 
price on the fllld su t the to you. I infoxm d hi th t I Id 
tak ny ot them t ot you dld not 0 ro tor. I ad hot raphs of 

11 S~V n an 111 b lad t send you print ot any thut you d -
ire . Just ntion the numb r. 

rdin tIe '30"on th t>:o .obile cove s, I rn 1 y 
on't kno any quellt! d student of th postal rkings of th t 

offie • unle s it w uld b on'ioor and I heve no use tor that 
f 110 • 

Re rdin t cov r f Havana. I think thct y u analyei 
is quite corr ct ond that this ~~s a lott r that eighed ove r 1/2 
ounce and that the ",2" 'as our debit to Br1tain, t aame as our 
lO¢ debit to Britain on your cover, ;h1eh I returning her ith. 
I bali ve th rench du of 24" Beirne ould b okay' for a 1 tter 
or ovor 15 8 • 

I Iso return your French cov r of 1873. he od "2" 
was Britain'G credit t o the U.o. The U.S. - ritlsh rate at thi6 tlrr. 
res 6¢ and waG made up as tollo', : 

• 2)i 1n1 nd for each country 
2¢ Seo. 

herefore , on a cover such as thi Brit in cr dlt d us 2¢ for our inland. 
·0 doubt you h ve on cov r r the early seventies from the U • • to 
rance with 4¢ in po &gee This ret moant 2¢ U. S. inland nd 2¢ e • 

In other orda,'the .S. ostag was ld to th British frontier and 
after that the letter -ent to Fr nc an unpaid l e tt r ro rlt in. 

" 
o doubt by this ti e yo h vo read th 

A.F . I read thi8 over c retully end 'rote ChB e a 
it , because he is quite stud en t of l' nch po tol 
reply, he atated that be as unoble to ive mo the 
I feel that there ro1 ht be ome fla 8 in the H nna 
H Dnan a copy of 1 tte C se. If 
ill be glad to for. 31 it. 

nt you an 
pub1100 tion. 

ith kindest reeords - ince 1 y , 

re-

11 
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Mr. Stanle7 B. j,ehbrook. 
P. O. Box )1 
Fort !boaa.. IT. 

Dear Mr. j,ah brook: 

october 5. 195) 

Dr. Oha •• aent _ the 7 COTer. priced. I mu..t 11&7, Te17 
realOnab17 and I haTe alre~ paid hi. tor the entire lot. Be -rke4 the 
B.T.S.M.at $2.00 all other. $1.00 each. 

I appreoiate getting tirat choice and haTe kept ) COTer. which tit in 
Te17 nicely nth wq other contrOTeraial ratlnc.. I tigure the.e at $4.00 
the lot. I am aending you herevi th the 4 NlI&lniDC COTer. amounting to 
$4.00 and hope thi. diTia10n .eet. with your approTal. r.: 

It aatiatacto!7. I would appreciate photo. ot the B."S.M •• Phi1a4.)O 
and the )0 Mo bUe 70U now haTe. 

j,. to Dr. BeIlDAZl I • htiole. the 2 paragraph. on ht.12 &, j,rt.l) explain 
the realGn tor the .. _%'kine' in unmi.talreable tera.. The7 are atrictl,. a 
Briti8b-Jlrench aftair Imd the appearance ot the Ari.l) aark1q on .. 11 troa 
the U. S. had no bea.rlDe at all on U. s. Po.tace an" I doubt it u .... 
~ dittereILce on the hench DIe. becau .. I haTe a tirect U. S.-BaTre COTer 
that &lao 8how. 15 clec. hench po.t .... 

It 'a too bad Dr. HaDDAD 41d not giTe u. the t.ra1nation date of the 
j,rt.l) marking al tar aa U. S. MaU ia cOILcemed. I belieTe it _. 411-
contlnued about the end ot 1851 coiILci41ng with the ]'rench MellO' a. tound 
ln 70ur Pari. lnfonaatlon. At &D7 rat. it I. a r.liet we won It haT. to 
YO~ &rq' lION about v!q the _rklDe va. ther •• 

In regard to the ll'r.60c etc. -rk1D«" otthand I can tind one error 
in J.well i • artlcl. that ahould be correct.d. I ton't thlnk the 40c 1. 
appllcable to Oaribb.an Mall a. he .tate.. It ma7 haT' appeare" on auch 
&&11 bu.t real17 it i. the rate tro. BDclu.d to J'ranc.. 'rhe ba.l.k rat. on 
lett.r. f1'Oll Haitl. the U. S. and prob&b17 a f.w other plac •• _. lJ'r.60c 
'b7 BrUllih OY.r ...... 1'9'1ce. On lett.r. b7 Amerlcan Packet paid to 
lIDclud the 40c bulk rate va. applicable. Jc 

Again. I do not wi.h to cau .. the impre •• lon ot ,,:t~~,1,; trom 
the Jewell or HaDllM artlcl... The7 are importaut contrlbutlon •• 



Oct. 5. 1953 
V' 

~ar Mr. Ashbr.cok: 
, . 

Sorry I slipped in my English in 

today's letter. Plea.e change distracting to 

detracting which is the word I meant to use. 

Thank. 
1I. J. 



(THIS SIDEOFCARD IS FOR ADDRESS ) 

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook 

P. O. Box 31 

Fort Thomas t Kentucq 



Mr. Stanley B. .lab. brook 
P. O. Box 31 
Fort ThOJl&8 t lCT. 

Dear Mr. Ashbrook: 

October 6. 1953 

Sorr,v I haTe to bother you again and revert 
to 1117 letter of . yaeteriay. It must have been one of M7 bad days. 

lind of par.4 "--':"'becauH I have a direct U.S.-Havre cover 
that alao shove 15 dec. irench poetacp' le. of couree. abeolutely 
wronc. PleaH cross it out. lV' mind JlUst have been a blank: when 
I wrote it because J'rench po stage on direct _il b;y U. S. Packet 
vas only 6 dec. 

What I wanted to ~ vas thie: I have a COTer trom Parie to 
U. S. ehowing 15 dec. (me) paid in Jrance marked P~D. and ~c]tltamped 
"Ligne de Calals No.2" thro~ JIngland (Tomb_tone Palel) anel 51 due 
ln the U. S. Ae there was no II&rkiJlB or ref'erence to Art.l~ on thi_ 
letter I realOn that Ligna 2 muet have been a regular contract . c~se 
channel Mail Line and therefore the hench poetage of 15 clec. during 
this period (Before NOT.1851) was the sue with or without Art.13. 

I thoUCht it best to correct myself and keep the record straight. 



r . ugene I.e er. 
34 Sumner Ava., 

Torwood 7. R.I. 

D er r. 

Oot. 9, 1953. 

/ 

Th nk ry uch for your in lett r of tha 5th , anclos-
in the tour Ch covors. I sure you that I am d li hted to re-
e ive th se end be to h nd you erew1th my check for 4 . 00. lust 
a oon B I can ok some prints 11 Gend you photographs ot the~o 
8a ell 88 prints'of your oov rs • . 

In 8 r ply to e letter that I ,rote Dr . Hennen, he in
formed me "that he 6 ill and in hospital and \'/ roally not in 
sh8pe to discuss in d tail th matter to which I reterred . In the 
pest, as you will probably recall , I have had 80 e correspondence with 
Captain lewell and leter on I may lrite him. 

is 111 ckno ledge receipt of your card ot the 5th and 
letter of the 6th, which I have ceret'ully note. If I • rite CaptaIn 
Jewell, I am gain£) to inquire if he knows when- th· "Art.13 ft marking W8S 

disoontinued on mail from the U. • thru Britain to France. I WIl in 
agreement that it was not u ed atter 1651. 

I m 'ondering it you h ve een a color illustration ot a 
30¢ 1869 cover that is bing broadcast thruout this country by a Frenoh 
dealer. You will find an illustration of this cover in th Ootober 
issue ot the A.P . on paee 13. I am wondering what you thou :ht ot this 
item. 

WIth my kindest regaxds -

Sincerely youre, 









I _ ..._..sac ... ., ..... tiMJe..&. ess> tel' wu.. .. _ ........ I 
.... I _____ .. ___ • .. ~ 1'8 ____ ... I _ftft. I'l.-.. ... "-
.. ,... .. JR • .tl .... Wn ..... ..aSSII" 1IiU, .... ~ • . 

I _ lIr. "SCM .. eel ...... ".13~. I - ""s.. t.1' .... d 
'M Me lIeIk .. ....., ... a.taUe. . 
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Mr. StanleT B. Ashbrook 
P. O. 'Box 31 
Fort Thoma.. It. 

Dear Mr. Ashbrook: 

Nov mber 7. 1953 

Thank TOU ve17 much tor yours of the 2nd 
enclosing 3 prints. I vat glad to get ~ look at these, 
especiallT the 2 N. Y. 2ct •• which presente' quite a puKEle. 

TheT are not return letters but originated in Antibes 
Southern France ana were adueue! to Paris then tOrYarted 
by Greene & Co. to N. Y. With no b&ckstamps to help an no 
carrier markings all I can 8&y tor the present is that theT 
look l1ke bootleg letter. dropped in the N. Y. P. O. despite 
the tact that Greene & Co. may have pai 8 'ee. tor Bome kind 
ot French Service. 

Brit1an Service would bave required 15 ee. French prepaT 
with 5¢ due in N. Y. American Service woul! show a 21; due 
in N. Y. and the 8 dec. prepay would tit in with that but there 
i.n't a single clue to in!leate either usage. 

M;y the017 1. that a Collins liner got hold ot these letter. 
and 1n the abeence of specific postal instructions or regulations 
which,tor French Mail. were at this time probably in the proce.s 
of being tormed by conventions, they ~st dumped them in the N. Y. 
Post Office. As for this being irregular I might mention that 
at this particular period Transatlantic bootlegginc was tlour.shi~. 

I have tour auch letters. three ot which TOU have seen. and 
I believe the Collins Line was the main otfen r. There is a st017 
there tor this ear~ period. You vill find that this bootlegging 
practice stoppe soon thereafter. 

req your. 

( / ~~~ 
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YR STANLEY B. SHBROOK, 

33 NORTH FORT THOMAS AVE 

FORT THOMAS, KENTUCKY 

DEAR R ASHBROOK • 

TUNI<HANNOCK, PENN'A 

OCTOBER 12,1953 

POSSIBLY YOU MAY HAVE NOTED A RECENT NOTE ON " REFUNDED POSTAGE," AS WELL 

AS ONE ON 1)£ SAME SUB.JECT IN THE AUG 30, 1952 ISSUE. I HAVE BEEN QUITE KEENLY 

INTERESTED IN THIS SUB~ECT, BECAUSE OF THE CRITICISM THAT I HAVE RECIEVED THRO 

THE 1 .... dLS, ALL THE WAY FROM" NO SUCH THING EVER EXISTED," TO "IT WAS JUST 

A MATTER OF BOOKKEEPING," THIS NA.TURALLY INCREASED MY INTEREST RATHER THAN 

LESSENING IT. 

ONE COLLECTOR SUGGESTED THAT 95'J' OF' THE MAIL IN THE DAYS OF THE 30'S WENT 

COLLECT, WHICH I COULD NOT AGREE TO BECAUSE ALL POST OFFICE REPORTS THAT I 

HIlVE SELDOM RUN OVER 5~ AND F'REQUENTL Y LESS THAN THAT. 

I NOTE THAT KONWISER ON PAGE 5 THE 7TH LINE UNDER THE PAGE NUMBER LISlS 

" UNDERCHARGED ( OR OVERCHAAGED) IN THE 1820 PERIOD, BUT' HAVE NEVER FOUND 

ANY EARLIER THAN IN THE 30'S. 

I AU ENCLOSING TWO COVERS THAT I RECENTLY ACQUIRED SHOWING REFUNDS ON THE 

POSTAGE CHARGED, AND A THIRD LETTER WHERE THE POSTMASTER SEEMS QUITE CONCERNID 

BECAlSE HE HAPPENED TO FORWARD A LETTER COLLECT WHEN IT HAD BEEN PA 10 AND TRIES 

TO CORRECT HiS ERROR. 

I HA.VE THOUGHT THAT THIS. " REFUNDED POSTAGE" WAS ONE OF THE SCANDLES OF ITS 

DAY, BECAUSE WHEN A P.M. REFUNDS 84.78 AND ONLY COLLECTS 15.19 ON UNDERPAID 

POSTAGE, IT DONT LOOK RIGHT TO ME. 

AT YOUR CONVENIENCE, I WISH THAT YOU WOULD GIVE ME YOUR OPINION ON THIS 

SUBJECT, BECAUSE IF I AU WRONG, , WANT TO SHUT UP, BUT IT SEEMS TO ME IF IT WAS 

SO PREVELENT, WE WOULD FINO MORE OF THE COVERS. 

THANKING YOU SINCERELY IF I MAY IMPOSE ON YOUR KINDNESS, 

A.P.S. - L.M. 758 
~Vo\~ 

G I L~ERT M. BuRR 



( 
) 
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Oct. 14, 19.53. 

r. Gl1b rt • Burr, 
Tunkb Dllock, F. (Route 1) 

Di ar r. Burr: 

am in receipt ot yours of the 12th th 
th thr 8 at pl a co era h1ch I a returning herewith. 
I .e r coll ctlon of reading an rticle on t Is 
subj ct but I don't exactly recall the ublicat1on. ou 
entioned an artIcl in th uBUst ,0, 1952" i sue. 

I you 111 be kind ano h to gl~e th DB or the 
.ubllc tion, I ill 100 it up. 

I re ret very uch to state that I have 
practically no information on this subject. In looking 
through 8 b tcb of ata pleas covers, in fact uit 8 

lar b tch, I foiled to tind 8 Ingle it • 

In ucb as yo re for better posted than I 
a • it u be impossible for e to a i t you at this 
ti e. However, I wl11 look: tor. .. ord to your t'u her advice. 

SIncerely yours, 



Poot 01't1ce. 

Pf.:r:::n"; disl~:!eun~e~~~~ ~ o~ =.:' prc".ats. 
0\'6r 3'1, and 110\ c.lceod ing. • • • eo" ]0 u 
(her 80 and not cJ:C(!ooinq. • • • 150 u lJt" 
lh'ef 150, nntl. not exceedin( • • • 400 u !~I" 
Over 40\) utile.. • • . • • • • • • • • • 15 " 
A LtUrr ('ompnted or 2 picee-. or (Mper I .. cb.'\rpd .......... 

thcilC III tel ; 3 pic('('t, t,.iplt, 4 pieee., .-ad".,w I .. Of ... 
pieces orpajX'r, mailed ... J~tler,.od wellbinc J ...u,a.dNaqeri 

q~~~l~:~ i ~~.~~c~t~!~~~8~~.~a:: ~t::,':!!tt':: ~~::!: SO:POIl 
')I.u!lcr, oran AUlJIlant, or else the overcbarre cannot be ref\mded. 

Nttclpaper PHIA", 
For earl. Nowllp"per, not carried out o(tbe 8tnte in wlUeb it is 

bUv~I;1l1ood'~lrlfc!: ~~~[~e:l '::f\~~ l:~~e~!~~r:h°itGt. ~~bli~~,ll6:!: 
M ".J(tlti1;u .1Ui Ptuq~. 

1"f'~~tl':-.b,li:I~::t.~;il~I~~~}I~1 ,:!::~~a3r;, d~=~~ =-~ 
l6 e· "'~ 'ir.,.~t: 1r~..,. ,- ........ 'if':."";~lL : :- .... 
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J r. Gilbert} • Burr, 
Tunkhannock, Pa. 

Dear r . Burr: 

I have yours of the 17th and have 
in JTAHPS , issue of Augu t 30th, 19.52. I must 
for cr1 t1c1am. of e ny state nts th t you made . 
mottor any attention, but I can 8t:1SUre you thClt 
s ch covers ro surely nice bit::> or phi tel ic 

Oct. 29, 19!i3. 

carefully reHd your article 
confol:l8 thatI !Xl ted no cause 

I be dIver '1 ven tL.it:l 
it 1e quite 1ntere~ting and 
Joricane . 

- I he e e copy of the 1843 P.. R. wh~~ in special instructi0ns 
are given to postmaster on th1 subjoct . Thi~ is Chapter ?6 of the "re€,u
lations" and enti tIed: "Abatt1nB end Refunding ost re . ft 

Pro bably someone called your attelltion to a minor mi 8statement 
in your article. The 1 ct of March 3 , 1845 , effective July 1 , 184.5, changed 
the rating of first-class rnail to eight an distance, that is , .5¢ per 1/2 
ounce up to 300 miles , 10¢ p r 1/2 ounce over 300 miles. Frepayment of postage 
became canpu1sory on pril 1, 185.5 . and p repayment by gte'nps on domestic mail 
88 of Janu f3ry 1st , 18,56. 

~incerely yours. 

, 



YR STAN~EY B ASHBROOK 

FORT THOMAS~ KENTUCKY 

DEAR MR ASHBROOK; 

TUNKHANNOCK~ PENN'A 

OCTOBER 17,1953 

THE ARTIC~E TO WHICH I REFERRED WAS ONE PREPARED BY MYSELF AND WAS PUBLISHED 

IN THE AUGUST 30,1952 ISSUE OF STAMPS. THIS BROUGHT SOME LETTERS FROM SOME 

OF THE PROMINENT STUDENTS OF PHILATELY, THAT ., THERE WAS NO SUCH THING, IT WAS 

ONLY A MATT~ OF BOOK KEEPING," ETC. TO WHICH I COULD NOT AGREE. 

I ENCLOSE A PHOTO THAT MADE FROM A PAGE OF THE BOSTON A~"ANAC FOR 1837, THAT 

C~EAR~Y MENTIONS IT, AND ALSO HAVE A LETTER SENT OUT BY TH- DEPARTMENT, DEP~ORING 

THE HEAVY LOSS OF POSTAGE I THIS MANNER. IN VIEW OF THE GREAT SCARCEITY OF THESE 

COVERS, I THINK THAT IT WAS ONE OF' THE GREATEST RACKETS OF THE EARLY DAYS. 

WHEN THESE PAYMENTS IN CERTAIN OFFICES EXCEDED BY AS MUCH AS 6~ THE MONEY THAT 

WAS CO~LECTED ON UNDERPAID MAI~, SOMETHING ~OOKS WRONG. 

You NEED NOT RETURN THE PRINT AS I MAKE THEM MYSE~F. 

S INCERE~Y, GI~BERT U.BURR 



MR STANLEY B ASHBROOK 

33 tJoRTH FT. THOMAS AVE 

FORT THOMAS, KENTUCKY 
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A . P . S. 5615 

COLLECTORS C L UB 

GILBERT M. BURR 

R . F . O. 1 

TUNKHANNOCK , PA 

NOVEMBER 1,1953 

UR STANLEY B ASHBROOK 

FORT THOMAS, KENTUCKY. 

DEAR MR ASHBROOK: 

I DONT WANT TO BURDON YOU WITH THIS CORRO SPONDENCE, BUT I 00 WANT TO THANK 

YOU FOR YOUR KINO WORDS ABOUT IT, AND ALSO THE FACT THAT YOU FOUND REFERENCE 

TO IT IN THE 1843 P.L.A.R AS I HAD NOT BEEN ABLE TO LOCATE IT IN THERE, BUT 

OF COURSE ALL THAT I HA,VE IS LUFF'S COPIES OF TI-£ VARIOUS YEARS LAWS IN HIS 

BOOKS. IT WOULD SEEM THAT THERE WOULD BE EARLIER YEARS MENTION OF IT, AS I 

AM SURE THAT IT WAS PERMITTED IN THE EARLY 205 AS I HAVE COVERS BACK THERE. 

I ALSO THANK YOU FOR CALLING MY ATTENTION TO TI-£ ERROR I MADE AS TO WHEN THE 

WEilGHT OF A LETTER WAS PERM I TTED. I REALIZED MY MISTAKE AS SOON AS I READ YOUR 

LETTER, BUT NO ONE ELSE EVER CALLED MY ATTENTION TO IT. 

I RECEIVED NOTICE YESTERDAY FROM COLBY THAT I HAD BEEN TME SUCCESSFUL BIDDER 

ON THE TWO VOLUMES YOU PREPARED THAT WERE IN KONWISERS LIBRARY, HAVE TRIED BEFORE 

UNSUCCESLY A NUMBER OF TIMES. 

SINCERELY 

~~~ 
GILBERT U. BURR 



r. Gilbert • urr, 
R. • .l.J. 1,. 

Tunkhannock, l'e.. 

ar r. r: 

'ov. '7. 19.53. 

I in rece1pt or yours of the 1st. 

In my 0 er 10 tt r, I 1 end d to t!l tion 
th t if you care to have a pho t ograph.,., of the erulatl n 
in the 1843 P.L. R. that I "auld make one for you ith 

co pli 'te. I e rller editions and I 111 look 
tho up an d sce if ellS' reference is e. 

I note th t you ere th cC8ssful iader 
at th Colby sele for One C t Book. ' It i too bad 
toot no t anou cople s or prln te to prevent the 
s 111 at such hi h price. 

ith kindest regards -, 

SIncerely yours, 





f , ... 
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(~~. 
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40414-F 

In consideration of the premium and other conditions 
stipulated in the policy under which the book from 
which this certificate has been detached, has been 
issued, does insure the party named therein, against 
loss or damage in accordance with the terms of said 
policy, on property while in transit by Registered, 
Unregistered or Parcel Post Mail. This certificate to 
be enclosed in the package containing the property or 
with the invoice describing said property, 

President, 





POSTAL INSURANCE 

CERTIFICATE 40414-F 

In consideration of the premium and other conditions 
stipulated in the policy under wbich the book from 
whicb this certificate bas been detached, has been 
Issued, does insure the p arty named therein, against 
loss or damage in accordance with the terms of said 
policy, on property while in transit by Registered, 
Unregistered or Parcel P ost Mail. This certificate to 
be enclosed in the package containing the property or 
witb tbe invoice describing said property. 

President. 
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CERTIFICATE 40414-F 

In consideration of the premium and other conditions 
stipulated in the policy under which the book from 
which this certificate has been detached, has been 
issued, does i.lsure the party named therein, against 
loss or damage in accordance with the terms of said 
policy, on property while in translt by Registered. 
Unregistered or Parcel Post Mail. This certificate to 
be enclosed in the package containing the property or 
with the invoice describing said property. 

\ 

Presidmt. 





POSTAL INSURANCE 

CERTIFICATE 40414-F 

In consideration of the premium and other conditions 
stipulated in the policy under which the book from 
which this certificate has been detached. h as been 
issued. does insure the party named therein. against 
l oss or damage in accordance with the terms of said 
policy. on property while in transit by Registered. 
Unregistered or Parcel Post Mail. This certificate to 
be enclosed in the package containing the property or 
with the invoice describing said property. 

Pr~sident. 
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POSTAL INSURANCE 

CERTIFICATE 40414-F 

In consideration of the premium and other conditions 
stipulated in the policy under which the book from 
which this certificate has been detached, has been 
issued, does in.ure the party named therein, against 
loss or damage in accordance with the terms of said 
policy, on property while in transit by Registered, 
Unregistered or Parcel Post Mail. This certificate to 
be enclosed in the package containing the property or 
with the invoice describing said property, 

Pr~sidenl. 
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W. H. KIEFABER 

634 WOODS ROAD 

DAYTON 9. OHIO 

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook, 
Ft. Thomas ,Ky. 

Dear ~r. Ashbrook: 

October 13,1953. 

In the rush to get to Canada after I 
returned from Europe, I failed to tell you very much 
about my visit with Dr. Bacher in London. I spent several 
hours with him talking U. S. issues, and looking thro~gh 
his stock. I was surprised at the scarcity of U. S. high 
grade material in his stock as well as a few other 
dealers stocks in London. The prices are also higher 
than here even on the ordinary items. 

I am sending herewith one cover that 
may be of interest] with a block of eight 24¢ lilac 
~cott #78. Dr. Bacner writing in 1ay 1950 issue of 
The Stamp Magazine states: Originating in Pbilade lphia,Pa., 
its weight must have been between 3 and 4 oz., thus 
ecessitating eight copies of the 24¢1863 lilac to prepay 

the full posJage at the rate of 24¢ for t oz. and allowing 
for the regulation that two rates of 24¢ were charged for 
every oz. or fractional part. The registration fee to Britain 
was 20¢ in 1865. It had to be paid in cash over the 
counter and not in stamps,hence the straight forward 
postage of eight times 24¢ or $1.92. This is the largest 
block of this 24¢ I have seen] except that he had another 
cover with twelve in two bloCKS of six. 

I am also including a pair of the 10¢ 
1861 cott #58 which I picked up from him. I wish you 
¥ould verify for me. It appears to me to be the #58 
although the color seems to me to be a trifle off. It 
certlainly is a choice pair. 

He had very little else that interested 
me but I did pick up some of the 1869 issue, and one 
of the 90¢ used very well centered, and several of the 30t. 

Are you going to the Congress meeting 
in Newark the last of the month? I am hoping to be able to 
go. I am putting my collection of Newspaper proofs in the 
show. I understand it will be a good shpw. 

I have been busy sin~e I returned from 
Canada, but hope to get down to see you soon . 

... incerely, / . / 
~~ H. ~"U--k....-
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Mr. W. H. Kiefaber, 
6,. oods Road, 

Dayton 9, Ohio. 

Dear Mr. Kiefaber: 

Oct. 16, 1~5'. 

Yours of the 13th received, enclosing the lovely pair of the lO¢ 1861, 
s •• s. ~58, and also the -24¢ Registered cover, both of which I am returning 
herewith. 

Regarding the former, you will note that I have removed this from the 
black mounting, so that the proper color can be better appreciated. I do not be
lieve in mounting stamps on black backgrounds as it changes to some extent, the
shade of the stamp. This is, of course, the 58 and what I call the Type I. In 
the pest it has been referred to as jPe "August" 8lthou~h no use of this stamp is 
known in August ot 1861. This stamp always comes in a very dark green such as this 
pair, and the shade is referred to as the "August" shade, because the Type II stamp 
which inCidentally was issued in August ot 1861 is found in thi same dark green 
color. As you are probably aware, this pair was uaed from San Francisco, as it is 
canceled with the well-known cog of that office. 

Referring to the Registered cover, I believe that I recall that Doctor 
Bacher sent me a tull description of this cover several years ago and I gave him 
some facts regarding it. I judge that tha article that he published was based on 
the data that I gave him. This was an eight times 24¢ rate, requiring a ; postage ot 
$1.92. In addition, there was a Registered Fee ot 20¢, making a totftl postage ot 
$2.12. Aocordi e U.S. - British Treaty, registration tees were divided equal-
ly between the two oountries. Inasmuch as this piece ot mail crossed the Atlantic 
in a British Mail Ship, England was entitled to l6¢ sea plus 3¢ internel or 19¢ tor 
each rate. Thus a total of $1.52 plus lO¢ RegIstration or a total ot $1.62. The 

~ U. S. share was eight times 5¢ plus lO¢ Registration. I note that there 1s a pencil 
marking ot $1.92, but Britain's share ot $1.62 is not shown on the cover. The block 
ot the 24¢ Lilao oanceled by the blue Registered is indeed a most unusual item. I 
consider the cover quite a rarity and I oongratulate you upon its acquisition. 

Since writing the above I find that Doctor Bacher sent me a photograph 
ot this Registered cover in Nov. 1948 and he loaned me his piece of a cover with 
the two blocks ot six of the 24¢ back in 1945. end I wrote ~ article about the latter 
which was published in the Anerican Philatelist. 

Regarding the Congress eeting scheduled to be held in Ne Ark the letter 
part ot this month, I regret very much that I will not be able to attend. I under
stand, ho ever, that my good friend Carroll Chase is going to deliver an address at the 
banquet. I drove East last month and h d a Most enjoyable visit with him at his home 
in New Hampshire. 



r 

I will look forward to that promised visit of yours to Fort Thomas in the near 
·future and trust that you will bring Mrs. K1efaber with you. os I am sure that 
she and Mrs. Ashbrook will find plenty to discuss while ~,e are busy with matters 
philatelio. 

My very kindest re~srds -

Cordially yours, 

I 

• 



50 
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TELEPHONE 

PLAZA 3·6481 

APPRAISALS FOR SALE, 
PROBATE & INSURANCE 

DIRECTORS 

H. R . HARM ER B . O. HARM ER 

F. T. BUCK MARGARET MAHONEY 

32 EAST 57 TH STREET 
NEW YORK 22, N.Y. 

ALSO AT 41 NEW 80ND STREET, LONDON, W.I . 

AND 2b CASTLEREAGH STREET. SYDNEY, AUSTRALIA 

ESTABLISHED OVER 50 YEARS 

CABLES 

HARMERSALE,NEW YORK 

LEA 0 I N G AU C T ION E E R 5 0 F 

RARE POSTAGE STAMPS 

AUCTIONEERS OF THE 

"PRESIDENT ROOSEVELT " COLLECTION 
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• • EMPLOYEES BOND {",~ ALL STAMPS ON OUR PREMISES INSURED AGAINST ALL RISKS •• 
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1 
Oct. 17. 1953. 

, 
~ r. Herbert J. Bloch. 

1- H. R. Harmer. Inc •• 
32 at 57th St., 

New York 22, .Y. 

Deer r. Bloch: 

Here ith the 1¢ 1851 as per yours ot the 15th. 
I regret to inform ou that this i8 Dot plate variety. 
but ratler 8 paint job. Someone has evidently tried to 
make a new crack pl te variety. 

Sincerely yours, 



FINE UNITED STATES POSTAGE STAMPS FOR COLLECTIONS 

'-1Jau.L (P. Ch7-ij.tophe". 

£ 

1~. Stanley B. Ashbrook 
P.O. Rox 31 
33 :To Ft Tnomas Ave 
Fort Thomas, Y,y. 

Dear Mr. Ashbrook, 

42 'Yale. c417~nu~ 

'Wa/'u.fiEld, o1I{Mj.. 

Oct 21, 1953 

I enclose a cover bearing a strip (?) of :; of 1~ 1851 
stamps wrich anpear to be positions 71, 81 & 91 PI 1 early, 
the "three inverts". 

I would greatly apT)r~ ciate your examining t' is cover 
and signing it it the above mentione' plate positions are 
correct. 

I shall be pleased to remit your usual fee. 

A week or two ago, Mrs Christo~her and I had the pleasure 
of meeting Stp,n .Tr and several of his friends at .Tack's 
apartment in Bo~ton. Fe is a real gentleman and we all had 
an enjoyable tiMe. 

As Stan .Tr will probably tell you, I work for .Tack 
during the days and sort of dable in stamps on y own in the 
evenings. (Can't keep away from them!) 

ith kind regards, 

~~~ 



GORDON HARMER 

PRESIDENT 

AUCTIONS 

APPRAISALS 

&. CO.,INC. 

PHILATELIC 
AUCTIONEERS 

560 FzllA Avenue 
NEW YORK 19, N. Y. 

October 23, 1953 

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook 
3) N. Ft. Thomas Avenue 
Ft. Thoma s, Kentucky 

Dear stan: 

CABLE ADDRESS 

PHILATORS, NEW YORK 

TELEPHON E 

LUXEMBURG 2 · 0164 

I am enclosing an interes~ing cover which I thought 
you might like to see. It will eventually be offered in 
one of our auctions, but knowing your interest in this 
material I thought you might like to have a preview. 

Best wishes, 

Sincerely yours, 

KE & CO., INC. 

BY: 

GH/lr 



r. Gordon Harmer. 
1- Harmer Rooke Co. , 

,60 ltth "fe. , 

Oct. 27. 19.53. 

elf York 36, .Y. 

eer Gordon: 

rlhanks very uch for your kindness in end
ing me the 1847 cover leb I am returning here the I 
certainly appreciate this favor. as I 1 y8 glad to 
see and r cord anything ne in covers of this nature. 

i th kin dest l'e erds -

Co d ally yours, 

• 
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OFFICE OF 
VICE PRESIDEnT 

CRYSTAL 
PHone 125 

~~F CARSOn Cin 

CRYSTAL PETROLEum PRODUCTS 

CARson CITY,mICHIGAn 

Ionia, ~Id.chigan. 

October 2u, 1953. 
Mr. stanley B. Ashbrook, 
33 N. Ft ThoYll.as Avenue, 
Ft Tho'ras, Ky. 

Dear stan: 

I feel ashamed of ~self for not writing you before but we have had a hectic 
busy time at our house of late, and with the hunting season starting October 
1st, have been busy and spent little time with stamps, altho this is usual in 
the summer weather. Losing Harold Stark too has sort of dampened mr enthusiasm -
we used to get together so often and I miss him greatly. 

I sent in some bids at Harmer Rooke1s sale of October 20-22nd and got the 
enclosed lots - all covers - and am sending you al1 but Lot #61 which was an 
off cover item and have mounted it in ~ album. Wish you would check over 
these covers and sign all that are OK and tell me which have been misdescribed 
and should be returned to Harmer Rooke if any fall into that category. Seems 
some of these went pretty cheap and I don1t understand what has happened to the 
market on such covers. 

Lot #82 Described as fine. stamp badly off center and not tied. Is this OK 
and do you think this stamp originated on this cover? Shall I keep it 
or send it back? Would you si~n it as OK? 

Lots #83 and 8u look OK to me. If you a~ree, will you please si~n same. 

Lot #188 - all #18 and look OK. ~y corunents? Why such a low price? 

Lot #191 - seem OK but why such a low price, Stan? Please sign if you agree 
they are all rifht. 

Lot #238 - Described as "fine." Cover is torn and stamp cut badly at oottom 
by perfs. Would I better keep this or return it? If you think I 
ought to keep it and it is OK, please sign it on back. 

Lot #263 - tris is the only real lousy lot in the bunch. Only decent cover 
is the small yellow ebvelope to Bavaria but I wonder if this stamp 
originated on this cover - it sure is not tied and looks like it 
would have been if oril':rj nated on this cover. What does the red "6/" 
mean? Other covers are lousy and cut into and the one that is tied 
Qr black cork cancel is badly creased in two places at lower left. 
Shall I return these? Only cost 8.00 however for lot but hardly 
worth anything in my ooinion. Do you agree? 

If you want any of these covers, Stan, you are welcowe to them as you know. 
Have you run into anything of interest of late? When can we get together for 
a visit? fuuld sure like to see you and Mildred. Rene joins me in best 
wishes. 

JGF/ 
Enc :REG: 

Since 

J. G. 



l. 

r. J ck G. leckanstein, 
419 Union .>t., 

Ioni, lcb. 

r lack:: 

Oct •. 26, 1953. 

This 'ill Be 1 dee receipt of yo rs ot the 
24th ~ith the uctlon lot. I ill r the e care-
fully en r turn tb to you tomOTl'O 

yeater y and ond 
in r cent eeks, s 

okay. 
e 

t lk1. e 
e h d not 

plea ed to k 

Our best to you tb . 

Cordially ours , 

ene end you 
I'd tr m you 

ev rytllng 
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Or. J. G. Fleckenstein," 
419 Union St., 

Ionia, ich. 

DeRr Jack: 

/ 

• 

Oct. 27, 1953. 

Herewi th the lots from the Harmer Rooke sale of Oct. 20th. 
Atter a careful examination of these it is a Question whether their descriptions 
of fine referred to the stemp or stamps, or to the cover. It app88rs that 
when the stamp is poor and the cover is not exactly bad their description ot 
tine refers to the cover rather than to the stamp. The following are some 
comments: 

Lot 82 - The stamp is certainly not tine and neither is the cover. 
The stamp is not tied and the postmark is vezy indistinct. The cover is certainly 
not attractive in any way. It looks like nobody wanted it so that is the reason 
you got it for $?4 . 00. I have signed it 8S genuine on the back but if you return 
it pleas erase this . 

Lot 83 - I note ttli s is also described as fine. Perhaps they referred 
to the cover rather than the stamp, as the latter is cut into at the top. In all 
probability this stamp was used originally on this cover but this black erid is 
most unusual, in fact, I do· not recall hav:lng seen a cover used in Sept8l'lber 1861 
trom New YOlk with a small black grid like this. It is possible tha t this as a 
prepaid stampless cover which some European faker added a 24¢ stamp unused and tied 
it wi. th ahrake! gri d. You will note tha t I have sie:ned it on the back as genuine 
becaUse I doubt if this was originally a stamplesa cover. 

Lot 84 - This is perfec~lY good and I have signed it on the back. 

Lot 188 - These are all perfectly good and you obtained them at a 
bargain price. They are good reference material and I don't think you would have 
any excuse to return them. I note that one of these has the Detroit toreien ex
change marking and thi s is by no means common. Another one in this lot apparently 
originated at Lima, Peru and was sent under separate cover to New York and 1JI!liled 
trom there. The New Yorle JIB !King on this cover is a scarce type. I didn 't si~ 
any of these because I didn't think it was necessary. , 

Lot 191 - These Are all genuine and I think you obtained them at a very 
low price. There Mre a. lot 01' 24¢' covers in this sale, in fact, too many and in my 
opinion that is why some of these lots sold so cheap. I have signed each one ot 
these on the back as requested. 

Lot 238 - The stamp 1s not fine but the cover ~.s not bad an it is gen
uine. I don't believe you peid too much for this cover. 

Lot 263 - Of course, these covers are not At all attractive. I note 
the deSCription is mostly fine. Surely this could not apply to the covrs, so pro
bably they considered that the stamps Are mostly fine. 



-, 
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1f2. Or. J. G. Fleckenstein - Oct. 27, 1953. 

Bidding at auctions is a hazzardest game. The only i · ems that one 
gets are those that nobody else seems to want. The only way to beat the arne is 
to Attend the ssles in person, or have someone represent you whom you can trust 
implicitly. 

I 

Yes, I expect all of us miss Harold Stark a ereat deal. Shierson 
must miss him greatly and I know that both you and I do. I never hear from Ruth 
th ugh I would like to hear from the family once in awhile. 

I haven't h d any orth while material placed in my hands for sale 
or some time. Nothing at all in which eitber ~hip.rson or you would care much about. 

People seem to think that they can get higher prices at auction than by private 
sale. 

ildred and I have been awfully busy aince our 
the .East aud now e are trying to get caueht up as Stan Jr. 
13th of Nov. and then will be home for a leave of 10 days. 
various things during that time. 

Our best regards to Rene and you. 

Cordially yours, 

return tn 'September from 
will ~raduate on the 
.~ are pIa l ning to do 
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MATTHEW E. HAZELTINE M D 
W. SCOTI POLLAND, ~.D.' . 

HOWARD HAMMOND JR .,M.D. 

ARNOLD A. NUTIING, M.D. 

AUSTIN W. LEA, M.D. 

JOHN H. CARR, M.D. 
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Oct. 28, 1953. 

Dr. • Scott Polland, 
Ibert Bldg., 

San Rafael, Calif. 

Detjr Dictor: 

Yours of the ?Qth received. 

I sent for the Pony cover in the Fox sale that is taking place in 
Ne York today and me de photographs of it. One I am e.oo losing here .... i th and 
another one 111 follow as soon flS I can make the print . The lutter to show 
the blue ~racy . merking. 

I have no theory to accolmt for the cancelat on of the . F. stamp , 
by Tracy . Ill" imp ession was that the sender put the _. F. ~tal!lp on the envelope 
and turned the letter over to Tracy to transmit to W •• & Co . so that they oould 
send it from Sac City east ard by Pony. The date is quite late and shows it 
entered the U . S. mail at Atchison Ks. No doubt this cover will bring a big price. 
John Fox will see to that and I predict thAt it will go to urI Kinmel, who is said 
to be the financial backer of Fox . I intend to write Kimmel and inQuire if he pur-
chased it. He goes very strong for Pony covers. I wonder what Edgar thought of it? 
Dld you discuss it with him? He dld not mentlon 1 t to me. He seldom ment i ons any 
cover that is to come up at auction, but I guess he is just too busy. 

I note you mi~sed the Sac City Nnisy cover. Too bad. 

-
o ooubt by this time you have my November "Seriice issue." I sure 

muffed that 1869 iro cover, that is, one most important point on which I was en
tirely wro~. Our mutual friend in Paris, Marcel Levy, noted the point I muffed -
very silly in me. and very clever in him . I am sure tllat you will not overlook it. 
Levy aovised that Miro is as bad a crook as Zareskl . . 

Congratulations on a new Sonora S.L. Do you meM that it is one that is 
new to Edgar? 

I have a friend who wants to purdhase any thine fine in lO¢ t .5.5- ' 57 in 
multiples. Have you any suggestions? 

I am enclosing my reference copies of the 3¢ 1861 "Indian Red" and 
"Dark Brownish Carroiee -Lake." _I believe that you 'ill sgre that thes, are surely 
wo erfuU 11 

.. i th k'sdest I egards -

Cordially yours. 







Re - lhe..~~ Two SU"1ieo 
-Ihey Ave.- A Rdo l ~ec{ 

Peltr- ? 
I "t r065 1 b Ie To flD\-~ 
-rhe rn - f3u. r Tne ,/ 
A- ve. St.L re ly T V'o m 
The. R'1 hl- fan~ 



lIew Hope, Pa., 
Oct. 20, 1953. 

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook, 
P.O. Box 31, 
Fort Thomas, Ky. 

Dear Ur. Ashbrook: 

I take the liberty of enclosing a few _tems, 
two, or three of which you may want to add to the record. and 
two or three on which I presume to ask your heipi 

1. A plate 6 copy with what is apparently a flaw below the S 
of postage. I do not believe that this is noted in your book. 

2. A copy showing the imprint, apparently 40R6. You note these 
as very rare and I thought that if 1h is is 40R6 you might 
wish to add it s existance m your records. Vy collec~ion 

3. 

4. 

5. 

of the one cent will never be important enough to benefit 
greatly from a plate sla imprint, if this is one, so if 
you or an advanced collector of your acquaintance wants it red 
be glad to trad~ for other one cent material • 

• 
4 type V with a combination of carrier cancels which r do 
not believe is listed. 

Two type Ills with a couple of questions noted on the card. 

A turned cover used in each instance for a circular. Are 
you recording these? 

6. A 10c type V used in Canada. Will you help here? This is n ot 
mine but a friends and I want to give him fair value for it. 
Is this usage rare, and can you appraise f or me? 

Yours sincerely 

P.S. I'm a member of the 3c t5l unit, and recently spent a 
pleasant day with Dr. Chase, a few days following vour visit. 

:JAF 



r.~. • err! ton, 
~ew Hope, Fe . 

De r r. arrington: 

Oct. 23 , 19,3. 

I in reoeipt ot yours ot the 20th wi th the 
orio s nc108.lre. I ill lJe T ry Bled to 8ive you all 

the info tion you estre, but I will he e to o} • 
you 8 ree ot 10 for same. Phi~tely i no longer 
mere hobby with e but 8 11v11hoo and I a compelled to 
make 8 oharge for the tl occupied In examining terlal. 
I note that you recently d 8 V ry pleasant ielt Ith 
mT good friend Carroll Chase. 

I 11 hold your mater1al pending re 11'. 

Sin rely yours, 

• 



THE JAMES RESTAL RESEARCH CENTER 
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Oot. 29, 19.53. 

r. J". • Farrington , 
New Hooo, Pa. 

Dear Mr. torrington: 

I am in receipt of yours of the ?7th end I appreciate your explanation. 
I have no desire to charge a fee for information unless one is fully able to afford 
sarne • 

The 1'0110 1.118, I elleve, will uns er your queri s: 

Item ',0. 1 - "A I'lBto (j copy" - '.rhe small dot below the ".;3" is not a 
consistent pl te variety but rather e snall bit of fOI'eiCJl mattor t < t f!P in between 
the plate and ·the paper - no doubt a small port cle th8t was in the ink . This stamp 
is plate position 14 R 6 and this position had no such flaw. 

lttml io . 2 - "Imprint" - You are correct, this is Flate 6 impI1nt posi
tion 40 R 6, while I have seen four or five stamps from 40 R 6, this is only the 
second one that I have ever run across tlEt showed any purt of the imprint. 

Item 1;0. 3 - T~ New York "Carrier" markings. ulte correct, and most un
usual . The bl ack Station IC" was af' plied first at th8t branch post office an d later 
the red was applied at the main office. If I have ever seen 8 similnr item I do not, 
recall it . 

Item No.4 - Two stamps from Iflte 4. Both stamps are "0" reliefs end per
haps were a pair originally as I have rej ed them. I regret that I cannot prove this 
as I as unable to pl te 01 ther stamp . hese two st anps do not come from the left pane 
of Plate 4, but from the right pane and possibly from the third horizontal row . I have 
been unfortunate in not being ~ble to locate wffi cient material from this row of the 
plate to reconstr lC t this partlcula r row . Both stamps a1 e Type III . 

Item no • .5 - While such items are 1ntererting and far from common, I have 
never made any att 6!llpt to make any record . Confederate Uturned covers" are a different 
proposition because such uses are exanples of the scarcity or envelopes in the rebel 
states, thus a part of postal histolY . I mte the Oxford side is marked "Pl . 61t

• I 
doubt if this 1s from that plote, that is, 1 R 6. 

Item No . 6. - From ~ontreal to al pole , l~ . H. .hile COVers are known from 
Canada 'With the 10¢ 18.57 , 'l'ype V, and I happen to own one, there is no actual evIdence 
that this stamp was used originally on this cover. It probably did but this could be 
an item that woo.ld have been quite easy for a faker to make. ' 

InCidentally, the e in Canada of U. S. postage stamps to pay the full 
pos age to the U. S. a8 ontrary to Canadian rostal egulationa. This could have been 
an unpaid stemnless letter, which the Canadian office lTD rked as "10" due. ome fixer 
could have in luter years added the lOC; stamp and crossed out the manuscript "10 . fI If 



2. 
r. J. A. ji'arrington - Oct. 25, 1953. 

the cover was unquestionably genuine, I wo ld ap raise it 
the;, value would be only whatev r a buyer cared to ~y. 

10.00, but as it is, 

If you ish, you can relm urse me for the return po stage. 

inc:erely yours. 

• 
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.r. :I. rrlngton, 
Hope • .P • 

car .r. FS!Tin on: 

·ov. 7.19.53 • 

or. 'Ibis ill ac no led e receipt of yours of the 3rd 

, 

i th enclosure, for whIch indly ace pt my t an 

I r grat to st te that I d not h ve any l:xed 
or plett Iv. 18.51- 18.57. suppo~ e that ry good friend 

C rroll Ch can p1 tot any copy of the ,¢ 18.5 and ot cour a 
ny of th 3¢ 1 57 . ~ er. do no b liava th t there is any 

J,.iving perso ho can do the same 'ith the l¢. s fer as I a aware. 
there 1s no one 'Jho 0 ns a co.r.mle1ie .econstruction of I late One rly, 
that Is . all of the t 0 hundred po Ition • Bnd 68 far as I am a aro , 
ther re only three partial reconstructions in existence . I have a 
fairly good photo phlc racord of the plata bu tId lsposed ·ot my 
rec nstructlon to r . Te bury some arB ego. 'Ihis is en exnlanation 
as to lhy I no 10 er ake any attempt to plate st ps froM Plate One 

rly . I bave complete constructions of Plate One Late and Plete T 
and I can plate most 81 le copies t'rom both plates. ever, in 
cases . A reliet' singles can only e plated by 8 process of el 
end it mi t t e three or four hours to den nit 11 plat e so e copies. 
Therefore , you can oppreci te the fact t at ODC cwld hardly do such work 
at a price ot a price tbet we not In line ith the tim conal . ' I 
could go on and discuss the plati or subsequent plates but no dw • the 
above wl11 gi. ve you a pretty ood idea . 

It mi ·ht interest to you to know that I till working on 
the reconst rueti n of 'Plate 6 end in the past e reI yeal s I have mads 
considerable pro ress . Years ago I doubted if the plate could ever be 
reconstructed , but no I belieTe that such 1s PosSible. 

I do no~ believe that I have any Type V material that m1 ht 
- b. 'ot' interest to you. 

vlnce ..... ely yours , 
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RALPH HOffMAN 

STAMPS AND ACCESSORIES 

ASDA - SPA - AP. - BIll. 

DUNBAR 5511 
TELEPHONE AriA,,, "'" 

439 RACE STREET .. 18 RlA;SE STREet" • CINCINNATI 2, OHIO 

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook 
33 No. Ft. Thomas Ave. 
Ft. Thomas, Ky. 

Dear Stanley: 

October 28, 1953 

The enclosed cover was shown me by a 
customer, who has owned it for some time. 

I told him I did not believe the stamp 
belonged on the envelope and he asked if I could 
get an opinion on it from you. If it does not be
long on the cover he would rather have it off, and 
know the reason why. 

There is no rush on this, and BE SURE 
to include a bill for your service - he expects one 
and can well afford it. 

I still have hopes of getting you up 
here some day soon, before I start breaking up the 
Tedesche accumulation, because no one believes what 
we actually have until he §ees it, and even then it 
is incredible. 

Our regards to r-ws. Ashbrook. 

Sincerely, 



r. lpb 
439 

OrfMan, 
ace ut., 

Cinclnn< tl 2, Ohio. 

ear lph: 

ov. 1, 1953. 

I h '10 U'8 ,1 th the lO¢ '47 cover but 
Q ant to ma ato rapb or 

th ul re-v101et . 

Baltimore did us 
c nc 1e the 18 7 ct p' ltb 

a blue {)o. me rk and 
r d '5' or red "10. tt 

bincerely yo ra, 



. r. .!.pb 0 fman, 
439 ece tr et, 

Cinc1nu t1 2, Ohio. 

e r lph: 

erewitb t 
th b ek. I 160 e ulo 
of the tamp itself iet 
this PI int sp 
rot you 1 st \ k th 
nd in t e habit 

red. y fee for the 
r Gist .r d oatu 

itt best 

liov. 4, 19;; • 

ph tograph 
I b lie 

.0 I 
ost ark 

• 



• hl~ .,,, 

8y P,,'ph qo tit I 1', 
1(/Jt~(3 











P/~as~ u'n/~ cl~.rly in pencil. and sign your opinion. 
(Do 1101 u~ pen and ink.) 

5ee ~.B, '2.1" 
rio" I p,~~\ 60 



Pl,a~ u'rite clurly in pencil. and sign your opinion. 
(Do nol U~ pnr aNd ink.) 

See ;5.5. ~« 
rio" I P,~!;.\ 60 
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EVALUAnONS • EXPERnsES ACHAT· VENTE 

-V(Jllu 
EXPERT EN PHILATELIE • PUBLICISTE • EDrreu:VVT 

TEL E P H 0 N E (2 Uqnes) I g::~::~ ORGANISATEUR 

Reqlstre du Commerce Bruzelles 4141 DE VENTES AUX ENCHERES PUBUQUES Banque de Bruxelles (rue du Lombard) 

Adresse telegraphique: «BALASPHILA,. 

EDJTEtJR 
OU • BALASSE MAGAZINE • 

REVUE ILLUSTREE O'INFORMATION 
ET O'ERUOITION 

EDITEU1l 
OU GRAND CATALOGUE c WILLY BALASSE • 
ENCYCLOPEOIE ILLUSTREE DES TIMBRES DE 

BELGIQUE ET OU CONGO BELGE 

Editeur des albums de luxe: ALBERT·ISABELLE et CHARLES-QUINT 

REGISTERED AIR MAIL.-
------------------------------------

Dear Mr.Ashbrook, 

BRUXELLES-BOURSE, LE November 2th ,1953 
54, RUE OU MIDI 

M.Stanley ASCHBROOK, 
33 N.Wort Thomas Avenue 
Fort Thomas - K.Y. (U.S.A.) 

I send you herewith, for examination, a very 
nice piece of U.S.A. nO 9xI a of Scott.-

This stamp that I am considering as a big rari
ty comes from the famous Foster's collection which was sold in 
Boston some years ago; the piece is signed by Foster (F) and als~ 
by Colson who knows particulary well the first issues of the 
Siates.-

I reserve that piece to the collection of my 
friend consul Klep and 1 should like to have also your apprecia
tion and attestation.- Tell me the amount of your examination 
and I shall send you for it a check on New-York.-

I just see that you don't receive my Magaaine 
as subscriber and I send you by separate mail the two last num
bers.-

I would like very much to have your reply about 
your examination, as soon as possible.-

Sincerely yours, 

LES PLUS HAUTES DISTINCTIONS AUX EXPOSITIONS PHILATELIQUES NATIONALES ET INTERNATIONALES O'EUROPE ET O'OUTRE-MER 
NOTA. - LES TIMBRES EXPEOIES A VUE RESTENT NOTRE PROPRIETE JUSQU'AU PAIEMENT INTEGRAL DE LA COMMANOE. 
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.. 
Ir. illy 1 sae, 

54, ue Du ldi, 
Hruxelles, 

De r r. al sse: 

• 

• 

ere i th th U. v. 5, qe York 8 per YOUM ot the 
2nd. coordin to your letter, ou listed tli s the ~cott 

CJ ,¥lhieh is the rare blue paper. 0 ever, this t p is 
not tha blue paper but is the ordinary 9Xl, or the bluish paper, 
,hlch has f ded out to ulte some extent. lha atamp is position 
7 on the plate of 40 subjects, and this particular position is 

listed in the cott Specialized a8 "Double Transfer ot op 7.
This copy is damaged inaamuch as the entire top part of the de
sign is cut 8 ay and henoe (oas not show the variety of he 
double transfer at the top. 

In all probability thi 1s not an unused, unai- ed 
oopy, but rather a stamp fro 1 iCh the si n ture initials snd 
the pen cancelation have been r&~oved. I am makln a photo ra h 
by ultra-violet and I ill be pla sed to sand you a print later. 

y fee for this opinion is J.50. Incidentally I am 
sending a copy of thi letter to y friend Consul lep. 

I noto th t you re sen in copies ot the last 
two numbers of your 8gazine and I would like to have you enter 
my sutscriptlon for 8 e. I will r it any balance ue. 

Very truly yours, 

• 



lov • .5. 19.53. 

r. N. lep van Velthoven. 
~ venue d'Hougoumont. 

Brussels. Del ium. 
~ urope. 

• Deor r. Klep: 

Her 1th I enclosing 8 copy of 8 letter that 
I ve today addressed to r. illy Balsoa •• 

I haven't heard from you for 0 t1me but I 
trust that you heve been perfectly 1 and every thin oes 
ell '1th you. / 

lth kindest regards _ 

r..J1ncerely yours. 







EZRA D. COLE 
Rare Postage Stamps 
NYACK. NEW YORK 

Commissions . Appraisals 

TELEPHONE NY.A.CK 7-0964 

October 26th, 1953 

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook, 
P. O. Box 31, 
Fort Thomas, Kentucky. 

Dear Stan: 

Enclosing a lot of covers and I put 
one of the cases. 

A r'cJ"'t't#-

~in each 

The Supplementary Mail covers. Just thought you 
would like to see these to check the markings. I think 
these are genuine. It might help you with this when it 
comes on a stamp. 

Enclosing a lot of Carrier covers, in another case. 
All of these are from my o~m collection. 

stand. 
The l6¢ rate cover from New Orleans I don't under-

The Boston Britiah Packet on the front of the cover. 

Two 25¢ rate covers to South America. 

Also a 24¢, 3¢ and l¢ cover. Could th~ae be carrier 
rate covers or is the rate 28¢ rightt 

Of course you can use these any way you want to. The 
carrier covers of course, I want for my own collection. All 
but one of the other covers are mine, and that can be bought. 
These are what I saw that looked interesting in the last 
Harmer Rooke sale. Apparently it is cleaning up all of Needham's 
material. 

No hurry on any of these. 

EDC:mkl • Cole. 



--
EZRA D. COLE 
Rare Postage Stamps 
NYACK. NEW YORK 

Commissions • Appraisals 

TELEPHONE NYAC~ 7-096' 

October 29th, 1953 

Mr. stanley B. AShbro?k, 
P. O. Box 31, 
FOrt Thomas, Kentucky. 

D.ar stan: 

I am going to send the Way cover to Morris 
Everett and let him keep it. You can writ. up these 
stampless covers. It is a mark that is scarce 
~., any way' and i Of this cover in the MacBride sale 
is worth .50.00 our covers ' should be worth say $35.00 ' 
a piece for it is the mark, rather than anything else, 
that makes the price. 

Em may want the 'prices on the MacBride sale. 
He keeps a lot of them. , 

With reference to Molesworth. I have a slight 
difference ' of opinion with you but I don't want to get 
into an argument. I do note though that you got as mad 
as Hell about Zareski and the other fellows who tamper 
with covers and fix them up, and here is Mol.esworth doing 
the same thing, and perhaps worse, and you think'he is 
alright. I'm damned it I can see the difference. In ~ 
book a thief or a crook is still a crook even if he is 
only a little one, and I am especially dubioUs when they 
say they "did not mean it" or "meant no harm." Furthermore 
that letter he wrote, which you can keep by the way, is really 
crooked. I would like to borrow the photograph you made 
ot that cover ot his atterwards. I can find the picture 
in the Harmer Rooke catalogue made betore it was monkeyed 
with. 

No other news. There are an awful lot of sales 
coming along. That Daniels sale looks like an awful bunch 
of junk. Ted Gore is in town and he bought a few ' odds and 
ends of stamps here and there. Nothing important. 

Sincerely, 

EDC:mkl 



Nov. 4 t 19.5 3 • 

. r. Ezra D. Cole, 
r ya ck:, .~. y • 

Denr Ez: 

Here\' 1 th I am returning the various covers as per yours of the 26th. 
'I'his was a r8 ther interest ing lot and I was ~1.fld to see them. The following are 
some co."'1J en ts: 

[he uupplementary .Mail covers 810Vt that one was a single and the 
other we.e a uouble, although of course uouble pos tage wes ,aid on both of them. 
In my ooinion, both are enuine. 

cear ing the lot of (arrier covers, the troth, t vere [eut back from 
Paris have no cal riel' significanoe. .c.~<.:h l~as ch ' r ed 2¢, the local rate of pObtage. 

j.he little mourn':'n cover to f'lsnce 61'0\,6 a Gouble rate plus a 1¢ 
carrier fee. "uel it ems to Fence fo some reason or oth.1' seem to be quite scarce. 
id you note that the stamps re cen eled \.ith a "'nall blat~k gri i 'Ihis sm.611 grid 

seems rnther Ci loer to rne Elnd I dOll' t beOOl to recall see. ng ver.)' ! auy foreien rate 
overs from e: York with a cancelation like th18. Eo you su J.:osa this grid mie:ht 

have been applied At "'orne bl'anch s+ation? 

Feger-dIne; the covel v.l tIl the pair of the l¢ 1057, straicht e ge flt If>ft . 
Did you know, tht:lt this 1I18S culte a Hice pair froITI }llate 6 an.d ie what .1 call, Type 
Va.'? 

'Ihe cover ~i th the four 1'1 is quite n.lce, but it would have been much 
better had this been a block of four. 

Reenrding the circular from Bal tirlore. AS you are a¥!are, this rna king 
has no carrier significance , but wes a cancela tion used on circulbr mail. This 
~rice Current is a bit unusual because it is addressed to l~llfax an~ routed by 
nLand .Iai 1. " This 1¢ payment simply pa id the U. '::'. po GtaBe to the Canadian Li.oe . 
The N. S . postage wes extra but there don't seem to be any postage due marking . 

The little .L. of Ian. 28, has no carrier significance. It is simply 
e Drop Letter~ 1 don't see anything out of the ordinary among the balance of the 
items 1n thi s group . 

Regarding the \'over to Hanover from ~ Bshington. '1'h1s 1:.ent by Rrussian 
Closed Mail and the rate at the time of this 1 etter was 28¢ prepaid oc ,Cr;, unpaid, 
thus this iten has no carrier signifioance but is s1 ply the 28¢ rate. Originally 
the rete was 30¢ either paid or unpa1d. but early in the sixties 0 reduction of 2¢ 
was mads on letters that ere prepaid . 

quIte a fe 
wes ?.5¢. 

Regarding the two covers to the 
covers from this corr s on ence. 

reentine. You prcbably have seen 
The rnte at tIIC time of tl is criod 

.mgar,'Ung the triple rate to Paria rom le-..port • .h.I. It is unusual to 
see this Be. ton marking on the front of the cover a. it waG gonerally bae -stomped. 



j 

.. 

2. r. Ezra D. Coie - Nov. 4, 1953. 

The unusual cover is the one that has t his .Boston m rk:ing on the stamp and without 
any other cancel. Naturally such an item originated at Boston. and it is my opinton, 
that a great any orr cover stamps with this particular mar~ing have been raked. 

ego dine the Bank Note cover to France from New Orleans. I enclose 
a ~hotoEr ph that I oade of this cover together with an explantion of same. I have 
sean several or more covers that ere siMilar. 

in t e 
Here ith I am also enclosing a new photograph of the .ay cover that was 

cBrlde sale. 

ogotdi your.. l' the ('9th. will write ,1r.wrson and infom him that 
if he oul like to borro\ my price catalo'ue of the 1scllrlde sale that I will be 
pleased to loan it to him. 

I va ccrefll y Doted you!' refer ce to '01 sworth and I uat say that 
I agree 1 th you 100. 0 fer I do not b lieve that he is an outright crook, but 
r thar Just a daEm f 01 yo nester that does and '.rite", stuff tmt he shouldn't . lIe 
subrli ted that 90'1 1861 cover to Jessup and he 11 formed d ar that the sta p wa s 
re- perforated tho h I am not a re he mentioned that he did tl e job him.,eIr . I have 
been etching h very c.ref~ ly Gnd I have been unaLle to convince myself that he is 
a forger and a cheat, but you can depend upon one thing - if and 'hen I come to any 
such 8 conclusion I ill cut him out comp~ bely. .Lhe ehancos are he is j'\lst too 
~art for his own eood. 

, urther r~ al'din ~ the t cover, I understand thot Harmer Rooke have refutsed 
to taKe the cover back because 01 sworth re-p.rforated the stamp, but this does not 
alter the l' ct that they old a fake cover as one thot was genuine. It seeT.S to me 
that this cannot be overlookod. Ev rything about th cover shows thaI; tm stamp wes 
not used on it originally. They sold the cover as one that was g~nu1ne , meaning, of 
course, that too 90'1 stamp ori€inated on the cover. Under the circumstances, hoYJ do 
you feel oout it? I suppose that JacK could cut ofr the fake perforations as there 
is still plenty of room and the stamp then would still have a straight edBe at left • 

• 1th beat wishes 

5inc rel~r yours, 

• 
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MORRISON CAFETERIA COMPANY 

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook, 
33 No Ft Thomas Ave., 
Fort Thomas, Ky. 

Dear Stan, 

INCORPORATED 

Birmingham, Alabama. 
Sunday, Nov. 1, 1953. 

I came home yesterday from Tampa and Orlando from the past 
week there. Your letter with the enclosures was here as well as the Nov. 
Service. Seems like to me you are pinning yourself d01VU to a gruelling 
schedule in trying to get this out every month . I dont think you started 
out with any such an idea, did you? While we have paid a dividend rather 
regular each year since we got "well" on our common stock we have very 
carefully avoided setting up a date or an annual basis otherwise the 
stockholders would be figuring on it even when such a time as 1930 came 
again. I fear you are doing the same thing with your IImonthly" schedule 
and I dont like to see you driven so hard. 

- -:r-have not had a chance yet to study this new issue but have 
glanced over it and noted the very big and nice write-up on the 10¢ 1847 
cover of mine . Dont you think ivhen you write up covers of the various 
members of the Service that you should charge a fee for it? I am sure for 
that I have had a greater desire for some of the covers that have been so 
expertized which has added to their value. I will report more and maybe ask 
some questions about my cover after I get a chance to carry it with me and 
study its contents. 

I wonder if you moted the cover on the front of this CUDrent 
Gossip? Oct. 31st issue. The cover you may recall is mine which you saw some 
time last Spring. I had decided HGrry eiss was not going to publish it . I 
am not a subscribe~ buying my copy from Marvin Acton every Saturday for a 
long time now. I am glad he did not mention your name . (Note in Bruce Daniel's 
current auction catalog- Lot 329-either thru design or ignorance says uS.A." 
is (Ashbrook) when it most undoubt~edly is Spencer Anderson.) I have knOYID 
you for 16 years and never yet saw you use S.A . as a signature. Spence always 
usedItS . A. " 

lVhat do you think! I had a letter from Rozmin and the catalog 
sent last week from Chicago. I had written Tony quite a while back about it. 
He may have called him, but t he letter apologized sayinb he had gotten mixed 
up with unrelated papers, etc. I note that he did not get my check so mixed 
up for it was cashed the next day, August 22nd. But 1'11 give the devil his 
dues and assume it was an error on his part . The catalog is in good shape. I 
will have it bound with the prices and photos and have it as a duplicate for 
some future need. 

Shall I keep these photos of the 90¢ 1860s you sent or return them. 
Do you draw the conclusion that the cancel on mine of San Francisco is the same 
faker as the New Orleans onel I presume the answer is Yes. Sure looks so . . --

I was wondering who topped me on several covers and it must have 
been Jack. I thought it was Neinken. I'll bet I can name the lots and I refer 
to the Harmer Rooke sale of Oct. 20th. Lot 7- 8- 16- 21- 30- 63-108- Am I 
right? Here are the ones I got and about which I wrote you. Each uhas a comment 



MORRISON CAFETERIA COMPANY 
INCORPORATED 

on a card with them. 

About our trip East . We cant get away until after the first of the 
year as things are shaping up . Dorsey would not go away just befpre Xmas on 
accpunt of our grand-children. As I will be tied close here until then I have 
decided I can not get away and rest before then. So we will not be up your way 
until then. I sure wish you all could come down here and see us and maybe drive 
down to Florida this winter . I can find a good place to eat CHEAP at least, 
on the house, that is . How about it? 

~ 
Enclosed lots from Harmer Rooke Sale Oc~ober 20th 
109-
110-
229-
233-
276-
298-

$55 .00 
21. 00 
30 . 00 
13 . 00 
55 . 00 
31 . 00 

20$ . 00 

Reason prices were very cheap ';,as the McBride sale same 
day. Sale wound up with two bidders , Cole Nad Usticke . 



I r. I :merson C. rug. 
3008 - 13th ve.. outh. 

irmingham, Ala. 

Dear Em: 

ov. 5. 19.53. 

Just a line to ackno le ge receipt of your regist e red 
ith the auction covers. I ill look thebe over and report later. 

I as pl ased to learn that you had heard froD Roznln 
and after all that he 1s not a crook. 

I intended for you to retain. the photos of the 90¢ iB60. 
In ell probability i:.are~ki is the faker 'Wlto makes fake U. • po(;tmarks, 
but of course I have no proof. 

J ef"urding "the armer J ooke sale of 'Oct. 20th. I doubt 
very much if it 'as Fleckenstein who topped any of your bids. Unless 
I am mistaken, Jack al ays bids. very low because he has but e scant 
kno ledge of covers. I doubt if he knows ano h to bid more on Blot 
than you would. 

B' the "BY, r·.zra sent me the prices on the .acDrlde sale 
and SUBBcsted thet I send them to you, but inasmuch as you have no in
terest in Confederates. 1 returned the catalogue to him . Let me know 
if you Y;ould like to borrow the copy thlit I m de. I will be glad 1.0 

loan it to you. 

"i th regards 

Yours etc •• 



, 
• 

, 

.. 

r. Emmerson C.Krug, 
3008 - 13 th Ave., ::>outh, 

Birmingham , Al a • 

Dear Em: 

Nov. 7, 19.5;. 

I am rushing to get these lots back to you as t he Post Office 
clos~s at Noon . Herewith are my comments: 

Lot 276 - In my opinion, this cover is a fake - i.e., this 90¢ 
stamp v;as not used orieinally on this cover, therefore, it is immaterial (?) 
whether it is a National or Continental. The cancelation is entirely differ
ent from the other four stamps. This cover ha~ been "fixed" - no Question 
about that - 'hy not return to Gordon and inform him that Ashbrook states the 
cover is a fake. 

Lot ('33 - I believe tllis cover is genu' ne but why 1.5¢ on a small 
letter from Indiana to aine? The only explanation seems to be .5 x 3¢, but 
could this letter have been that heavy? The registration fee in 1873 was l.5¢. 
I h1lve no idea regarding the cancel, probably just a "killer" with no significanc • 

Lot 109 - Hare item - the ~PAID" is an I press mbrking and no doubt 
.ells I'argo cl Co. - showing this letter was conveyed to the S.F. P . O. by "ells 

Fargo . iost unusual and rare. 

Lot ??9 ..; Nice cover which shows en over- pay of l¢. The French re
ceiving is not unusual for 1872 . The little S.F. "cross :road" killer is \\ ell known. 

Lot 110 - I cannot imagine why a rate of 8 ¢. It looks Q.K. and as 
an "8¢ rate" is a freak so ml' advice 1s not to remove the buff. 

Lot 298 - I suppose the 90¢ could have ori'inClted on this cover but 
the evidence is rather meager. 

Regards • 

Yours etc., 
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Mr. Jack E. Molesworth, 
102 Beacon Street, 

Boston 16, Mass. 

Dear Colonel Molesworth: 

IofONORARY LIFE PRESIDIENT 

AUGUST DIETZ . SR. 
109 EAST CARY STREET 
RICHMOND 19 VI RGINIA 

~q A"' :t .~ L SS . \ ICl.-PRI:5 ,O" .... • 

HARRIE S MUELLER 
1505 "ARK "~Cl: 

W ICHI TA • • K" ...... S 

.... ORTH:.RN "ICE-PRES I DE."" T 

STANLEY ASHBROOK 
3 3 NORTH FORT THOMAS ,,\ £ 
~ORT THO~AS. K~NTUC~Y 

SECR ETARY-TREASURER 
T . W . CRIGLER . JA 

M ACO"" . M I.SI.5IFP 

October 7th, 1953. 

Mr. Shenfield requests that I reply to your letter of October 
1st, in connection with the copy of the Confederate TEN #9, bearing a 
ftcross roads' cancellation, on which you wish an opinion. 

An illustration of a similar cancellation appeared as #13 in 
a list of unusual Confederate cancellations by Edward S. Knapp, which 
was published in the COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST of October, 1925. 
It is described therein as used in Mount Crawrord, Va., in black, with 
a statement that only one example, used in 1862, on a cover wi th a 
pair of the 5¢ Typographed stamps, had been seen. 

The cancellation on the stamp you submit is generally Similar, 
but differs somewhat from the illustration referred to. Except for the 
example you now su1:m1 t, the uniersigned has never seen this cancella
tion on any Confederate stamp. Because of that, and because your copy 
is not on the ori ginal cover where the town and other details of use 
might be studied, it is not possible to supply a definite opinion in 
this ins tance. 

The general app4arance of the cancellation le~ds to the thought 
that it may be genuine, although there are some indications of the mark
ing have been retouched. Because of the facts referred to above and the 
further fact that this, stamp is more valuable in used rather than unused 
condition, the possi~~emains that the cancellation may be fraudulent. 
It is to be regretted-~t a more conclusive opinion cannot be supplied. 

Your attention is directed to the rules of the Authentication 
Committee which went into effect on October 1st last, whereby all itans 
submitted for examination which catalog from $50.01 to $150., a fee of 
$). is charged. Kindly remit that amount to Secretary T.~!. Crigler, 
at your convenience. 

Sincerely y~s, 

~ <9-t-r "c. ")..-vL-.v--

For the Authe ntication CoIIIr!li ttee. 
MncB/ HK 
c . c.: L . L • S he nf i e Id 

T • \T • C. r i gl er, Jr. 

. 
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Philatelic DealeT' and Bl'okeT' 

102 ~earon ~trl!et 

~o£lton 16. ~a£l£larlru£lett£l 

November 10, 1955 

Mr'. stanley B. Ashbrook 
P. O. Box 51 
55 N. Ft. Thomas Avenue 
Fort Thomas, Kentucky 

Dear stan, 

G!_~-Jl.

!--~-JI.. 
~-;N-J>.-1J-jJ. 

11any thanks for your letter of the 6th. I appreciate very much 
your comments on and signing of the cover with the 90¢ rate and 
appreciate your offer to do this without charge to me. Hm-Tever, I 
realize that payment for such work is your main source of income 
and expect to pay you for such services and would greatly appreciate 
your so charging me. I ~ enclosing ~ check for $2 . 50 as I feel 
the value of the cover has been enhanced at least twice as much by 
having your signature on the reverse. Also enclosed is an interest
ing 1869 cover which I would appreciate your examining and signing 
if you feel it is O.K. 

I appreciate your comments with regard to the two covers in 
the HacBride ale. I woulci not want to return them without having a 
definite and coneiusive opinion condemning them so believe it best 
to send them along to Larry Shenfield for an official C. S.A. Expert 
COl:lnittee opinion. I would send it along to Michael Miller as you 
suggest but several times in the past it has taken him several weeks 
to reply and I am reluctant to tie the cover up that long in view of 
the circumstances surrounding its purchase, etc. 

Regarding the Catalog Advisory Committee, I just received a call 
from Hubbell today and as a result of a trip which he took to Richmond, 
Washington, Baltimore, Philadelphia, and New York it appears a satis
factory compromise has been reached whereby the committee will be 
designated as a "Dealers' Catalog Advisory Commi tteel1 composed of Fox, 
FUller, and 'Vlard, and ~self as chairman. I believe this ::,hould work 
fairly well as long as NacBride doesn 't attempt to compete with it 
unofficially. It is rather ironic that he opposed the first committee 
because it was lIdealer dominated ll when you and I both know he is 
actually more a ealer than a collector himself . You did not make any 
comments regarding ~ personal problem with MacBride with respect to 
my auction "offsettingll policy and the carbon of ~ letter to him ex
pl~ining it which I believe I enclosed with my last letter. Your con
fidential comments with regard t o this will be greatly appreciated as 
I value your a vice. -

I appreciate very much your comments with regard to Rust and the 
plates. I can see nCrT that the current mixup is primarily the result 



, 
\ 

of the conflicting requests and instructions that he has made to 't 
various people attempting to secure these plates for him. I can well 
understand his desire to have you check the plating if they should be • 
purchased, though he still seems reluctant to desi~te one agent and 
wi te the rest to refrain from making entrees in his behalf which is 
what he should definitely do . I had a long talk with him in July 
about the matter and he suggested that I make a specific offer to 
Kelleher for the plates which involved my examining and appraising 
them. Hmrever, before this could be done , Kelleher nad left for 
I~ine from which he returned only a month ago . I have received no 
further instructions either regar ding affirming or cancelling those 
previously received from him. Several weeks ago I wrote him mention
ing the cur:.~ent mixup and asking him to designate one person to 
hauUle the deal . I also indicated that though I would like to handle 
it myself and tho '~ht it would be most appropriate in view of my loca
tion, I would be willing to step aside should he prefer to have anyone 
else handle it . He replied that he did not care to disignate a~one 
special to handle the matter and did not elaborate further . Though 
Rust did talk with Kelleher r ecently, according to Kelleher they did 
not discuss the plates and no designation wa~ made as to who should 
handle them. However, Kelleher is not always the easiest person from 
whom to ~ure the exact details of such a conversation. I believe the 
best thing to do is to wait until the next time I .talk personally "I-li th 
Rust and iron it out then especially since it app. rs he no longer has 
the extreme interest which prevailed several months ago . I was 
interested in your advice not to buy the plates unles~ the material 
could be had at a reasonable price as such is exactly the same advise 
which I had given him myself . 

Hi th kind regards , 

, 



t 
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r. Jack I. oles orth, 
102 Deacon treat, 

Boston 16, a~s. 

Dear lack: 

Th nks for the check as por yours of the 1 the 

I am ret'lrnl g herewl th the 186~ cov r hieh I have signed on 
the b ck 6 a fake, th tis, th t 0 st mps e not used originally on this 
le .. Ler. The rate, s you are a are, \'138 15¢ per 1/4 ounce - This sho a a 
due in rence of tl8" deci es or 15(.! U •• , hence l5¢ cOlld not haTe been 
paid in the U.S . This ent by lerican Packet direct to Cherbourge, hence 
o d bit to r nee i lack of 12¢. rhl stunt o' adding stamps to stamoless 
1s a favorite trick 0 the I'rench crooks, especially in the use of 1.5¢ 1869. 
I 'onder how much value the faker thought he aoul add to this cover? 

I return here i th the copy of your let ter to MacBride . I under
stand tha so~onc ha a photostat of the letter you ent out dated ep. 29 
nnd gave it ouite a distri but1on, th ugh my copy was not sant to me by '!acLr de 
nor has he ever mentioned the matter to me . 

,hether y ur conduct at auctions Is unethical , immora • crooked, 
etc., etc. , etc ., is not a matter uponhich r is to express an opinion, much 
less to be quoted . At your age you cortainly l'no~ right from rang and your 
conscience should tell Jou IJheth~r your oliey of handling bids at auction is 
not · open to any criticism. 

I co ld comnent n your letter of Sept. 2)~h, but why should I? 

My foe on the enclosed cover is 3. 00. In case I would like t o 
use t his in one of my Servi ce issues rray I in uire if you have any objection? 

I ',0,111 not use your name in any ay e 

Sincerely yours , 



L. GRAND & CO., } /!~' w-' ,/;-1 r;.,.J / / 7 

i:l:~ P4 / '-J p/d-'7!'~"l//./-') Ji'/ (/21 

<----
I 

__ -- f ~ -n4 YJ' v/ 

11 / 

lfiL') £~;L ~ 
~~ t. ) ;;i :,/ , 

/ll/") 1- 1--vJ 

''i;;: ) ~ J~) 
) 

J) L-4/"t' ~), 
J. , 

/1. "10-

/ ~ 

I ;'" ~'J- i] .... f I /1 P 









E G GUY PREIIOE".T lilt G~""ERAL MGR 

J G FLECKENSTEIN. VICE' PRES. IN CHARGE' 0" SALES 

PHonE 

CRYSTAt 
125 

M A. HAGERMAN. SECRETARy-TREASURER 

M B CLAR K. ASST. TREAS • TR,A,.,..c MGR 

~OF CARSOn CITY 
'tcORP02;ATED 

CRYSTAL PETROLEUm PRODUCTS 

~~. Stanley E Ashbrook, 
Ft Thomas, Ky. 

Dear Stan: 

CAR son CIT Y. rn I CHI G An 

Ionia, ;ichigan. 
lovember 12, 1953. 

Got the enclosed tt.J'O covers from Bruce Daniels recent sale in Boston 
and have ot yet paid for them. 

On the cover with 3¢ "pink ll I specified on my bid sheet that nw bid 
was contingent on this being a true pink, and not a IIrose pinkll or a 
"near ink" and he acee ted bid on this basis so evidently he thinks it 
is the real nink. If you agree this is the real nink, lease sign the 
cover on the back stating that it is the real pink - otherwise let me 
knot.J' and will return it. 

The other cover was described per enclosed saying the .air of l5¢ 
are grilled. I can't see any grill on either but that would be 
nothing unusual for me. If they are genu..i.ne grilled, please sign as 
such, Stan. 

Be sure and return the Daniels invoice, and also let me knm.J' uhat fee 
I oue you and will send check. 

Regards ar.d best wishes to all. Rene and I will go deer hunting next 
Sunday for t,he day only and she may hunt a little after that until 
December 1st uhen the hunting season ends. He wight then get a chance 
to run dovm to Ft Thomas for a weekend. 

JGF/k 
Enc:REG: 



Nov. 14, I1J53. 

r. ~. C. Fleckenstein, 

ne/r J"ack: 

.19 Union St., 
Ionia, lch. 

Herem tb the t,o items from the D4niels sale. It 1s to 
be gretted t at the is so much care1e sness in a ction descriptions. 
I could say rr:ore on this subject but noth 1n could be eained. 

I b lieve toot he will have no excuse to cancel these lots 
so 1n S8 ing you so 63.00 how about a 5.00 fee? 

esterday I had a friend return t~ 10(( 1847 to a pr01!linent 
. stem dealer - the two cost hiM '550 . 00 - I made ultra-violet pootos 

showing pencancels. 

The biggest ssp in thi S fame in the one who collects 19th 
Century "unused o.e." 

ith best wishes -

Cordially yours, 


