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Re - Confed - P.M.Provisional

"AUSTIN MISS" -

S.B.A., wrote H.C,.Brooks, Dec., 18, 1945 as
follows:

"I forgot to mention the following to you., I
happened to look over your Confed. pages with
John Hall and when we came to the page with the
Austin, Miss. he remarked: '0f course you know
that this is a fake! - to which I replied that I
certainly did not and that it was my impression
that you had acquired the cover in a find that
you made years ago and that the item had never
been in a dealer's hands,

Please keep the above confidential but if you
want me to write him regarding it I'll be glad

kto do so."

.

o .
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DR. CARROLL CHASE
R.F.D. 1, MILFORD,
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March 19, 1953.

Dr. Carroll Chase,
R.F.D. 1,
Milford, N.H.

Dear Doec:

Thanks for sending me the three covers as I am always pleased to see
any covers made by Zareski. I em returning your postage as I will always
be glad to pay it both ways or to split with you just to ob%ain a record
of that 5.0.B.'s handiwork. I am compiling quite a record and I think I
can identify a great many of his fake stampers. The louse should be hung
as there is no telling how many thousands of dollers worth of his faked
stuff he has put in collections. Vaterhouse was sure a fall-guy for him
Tor many years and still has a lot of his fakes. However, it is hard to
convince him that some of his treasures are fakes.

Re - these three items. The 10¢ 1857 "Steamship" fake was sent to me
last summer by Maurice Levy of Paris, and I gave it a write-up in my Service
Issue last August. L enclose a marked copy.

Re - the®5¢ 1857 Red Crown cover. This was a stampless cover sent
from New Orleans unpaid. Zareski (?) added the two stamps. This was an un-
paid single rate of not over 1/4 ounce. The New York postmark in black shows
no payment and the "3" is our debit to I¥rance. The French Due of "8" decimes
also proves the letter was not over 1/4 ounce. The French receiving shows
"Br. Pkt." from New York, hence our share of the 15¢ rate was 3¢ for our
“Inland" share under the U,S.-French Treaty. All these points show that the
stanps on the cover are ridiculous. I think all the markings on the cover are
genuine end no monkey-business with the exception of the two Zareski "PalD".

Cunard mail ships sailed every other Wednesdey from New York and Bostone
One week from New York, the next fro o%ost n. Inasmuch as ang. 23, 1859 fell
on Tuesday, I judge this letter 1efg’on7ﬁbdnesday Aug. 24, 1859.

Re - the 10¢ 1855 cover. Strange to relate this "Garnier" cover is gen-

uine. Zareski obtained the Gernier correspondence and, of course, there were
' a great many that were genuine and he did not monkEy with them. I cennot find a
thing wrong with this cover. In fact, I would like to buy it. It was over 1/2
ounce, so it required 2 x 5¢ U. S. payment. This was the U,ES, Inland under
the U.S.-british Postal iresty. In France it was found to weigh between 15.31
and 22,50 of & gramm, hence required a French Due of 24 decimes. Thus the
French due shows it was over one-half ounce in the U.S. This "24" decimes ap-
plied only to the period Jan. 1, 1857 to April 1, 1857 and it is only during this
period that we find the "G.B.," markings on this class of mail from the U.,5, Via
Englend to FPrance. Covers such as this showing pay of ? x 5¢ are not common
and I have seen very few. Of course, it is possible that such items heve not
come my way because people didn't attach mueh importance to them. Thers is ons
coming up in a Siegel sale next April 1 t 86, as I recall. I don't know
why those horizontal merks are on this . The French Due proves conclusively
thet this letter required a prepayment of 10¢ in the U.S. - 10¢ and no more =




#2+ Dr. Carroll Chase - March 19, 1953.

Further, I have a photorraph of a cover to France from New Orleans by this
same mail - a 3¢ and a pair of 1¢ 1851 - all the markings front and back

are identical. Strange it is that this one of the three looks bad (pencancels)
and is the one that is genuine.

I believe thet Maurice Levy aml Jamet are very good friends and both
are wise to Zareski. I have been urging Levy to get the goods on the S.0.B.
More power to boih of them.

With all good wishes to Jean and you in which Mildred Jéfms me.

Cordially yours,

P,S.-=Confidential - I had a very discouraging letter today from Ernie. He is
sure in the dumps - Has been sick most all winter - no income - and very dis-
heartened. Said he was sour on stamps, etc., etc.

b ]



MORRISON CAFETERIA COMPANY

INCORPORATED

Birmingham, Alabama,
Monday, March 16, 1953.
Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook,
33 No. Ft. Thomas Ave.,
Fort Thomas, Ky.

Dear Stan,

Well, we are back from Memphis. Quite a nice city it is and
grown tremendously since we lived there in the early twenties. Somegzay the
company will go there but not this year or next. Waiting to see how things
will jump.

I have your letter of last week before me. You ask about lot
56l in the Fox sale next month. Yes, that was my cover and so are most
all the lots in the sale., They are no doubt the collection you sold Dr.
Sellers of my 20th century. He has been trying to getthe price he paid
you for it out of it. I doubt if John can get him enough after commissions
to give him that amount, especially if he has neglected the collection and
I understand from the Weills who saw it that he had done soe. You recall
no doubt that I had the blue papers entire and the imperforate blcks of
centerlines which you will see in the sale photos. It will be interesting
to see what lot 56L brings. I paid Sloane 250 for it over ten years agoe.

. Here are twelve stamps and a block I wonder if you will give
me some information about? First the block of 25-90¢ Bank Notes. It was
Judge Emetson's. I bought it as a block of #191, the American Printing.
But I am not convinced that it is not the MUCH rarer #166, the Continental.
What do you make of it? Is it not at least a controversial item?

On the stamps here are my questions¥ They are numBered on the back of

the mounts.

SUS#

2 I soaked this off of the lousiest cover ever made. Is it good?

37 #2 1Is this a British cancel and what is the xkghk left hand marking?
Has it extra value. It is not cataloged.

37 #3 Do you cansider this a "“packet" marking?

38 #2 What star is this? Chicopee? Glen Allen?

38 #3 French Receiving?

69 #1 What do you make of this?

69 #3 What about this? III

76 #1 Is this the black brown?

76 #2 Ditto.

115 I paid a pretty penny for this at Dans sale last fall. Isn't this
the very dark one?

116 Would you call this the Black town New York or the Steamship?

121 Is this the French Receiving and isn't it rather rare on this?

Sure will appreciate your telling me these things at your leisure.

Ez is planning on sending David either to Cornell or down here to
Georgia Tech. I am advising him on doing the latter. May get him to come
down our way more often and elso the Zatter is the best school.

Sin Vs
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March 19, 1953-‘

Mr. tmmerson C. Krug,
3008 - 13th Ave., South,
Birmingham, Ala.

Dear km:

Herewith the items contained in yours of the 16th, Here are the answers
to your queries -

90¢ Bank Note block. This is the 1879 Rose #1914 - on soft paper - American
printing. I have signed it as such on the back. I enclose with it a little
gadget which might be called a "paper detector" - hold this to a very strong
light -~ it shows by comparison the typieal papers of the National, Continental
and imerican. The paper of your 90¢ is not quite as thick and porous as the 3¢
in the "detector™ but it is & soft wove and could not be of the grade of paper
used by Continental. By 2 very strong light compare the texture of the 90¢ with
the 3¢ on the "detector." While the 3¢ is thicker, the texture or wove quality
is the same. In addition, this is a Lose, not a Kose Carmine or a Continental
shade.

107 1847 - Bottom sheet copy. You inquired - "Is it good." While I did
not put it in tetro - it looks nkay to me. I wonder if it wouldn't look better
if you carefully trimmed the ragged edges at right and left? :

24¢ 1860 - This was evidently on a cover from Boston to England - It shows
the large Zoston Paid in & grid but applied upesdédddmnn - the cancel to right wiith
the "74" was a London obliteration which was applied at suburban branch offices
of "Totteham. N." - To the left of this is part of a small circular London merking
with a "20" day date - This read at top "London L.C.," - all that is on the stamp is
the "E.C." 1 would class this as a very rare stemp canceled with Y.,5. and British
markings and you can cherge the entire fee that i am going %o cherge you for this
lot to this stamp alone. To give you the above data recuired quite a bit of time
and research.

24¢ 1860 with red postmark. Rather then a "Packing merking"” it is the Boston
"foreign meil." It was applied to the back of covers going by Cunsrd steemers from
Boston. Its use on the face of covers or on the stamps themselves is most unusual
and I do not recall thet I ever saw a cover with a ?4¢ canceldd wihh this back stamp.
The S.U.S. lists "Packet Bost” ¢ $75.00 ds I suppose that listing refers to this
merking. The ?4¢ unused is not searce - therefore, I would not authenticate this
copy as genuine. This is 8xactly the sort of thing Zareski likes to fake. I am not
stating this is bad but I do wonder if it is good? The genuine marking reads -
"Boston Br Pkt Oct 2 - Paid" 1

30¢ 1860 - Black Star - this is not the Clhicopee or the Glen Allen. I believe it would
be very difficult to identify the actual tiown, thet is, if the cancel is genuine. It
could be and it could be a fake. | :

30¢ 1860 - with red grid and red box. This was probably on a cover ffom New York
to Germany - a 30¢ rate hymPruas;an‘Closeﬁ Mail. The grid was applied (?) at New York -
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the boxed at "AACHEN" - (Aix La Chapelle). See my Service Photo 721, elso
Photo j#56, also #65.

12¢ 1821. I think that this is the large double circle NEW YORK that was used
in 1862-1863., It was used more on domestic mail than on mail goingthkrough the
Foreign Division of the N.Y. P.O.

12¢ 1851 - Bleck cancel with three bars. Nice cancel. I have no idea where it
was used. Probably good.

5¢ Brown of 1863 -~ Copy No. 1 - This is a cross between the dark brown and the
black vrown but I would class it as a dark brown.

54 1863 = Copy No. 2 - *his is the real Black Brown

6¢ 1869 - Yes, this is a dark shede. Luffs lists - Dark Ultramarine and Dark Dull
Blue as I recall - Take your choice - either would apply in my opinion,

10¢ 1869 -~ This is the small size 29 MM type of "N.YORK - STEAMSHIP" with date
in center thet was used in the lete sixties. Watch that upper left perf - it is
very week.

9
30¢ 1869 - This is supposed to be a French receiving msrking but it looks like a
fake to me.

Bn - L am cherging you a fee of 20,00 for the above examination plus return
postage of 6¢ plus $£1.15 registretion - total £21.21., I have credited you with
$5.00, so you owe me $16.21,

Uy, Sellers called me up in Janu=ry and said that he had sent his 20th
Century collection to Fox to "appréise." I told him thet he had made a bit mistake
and to instruet John to ship the collection to me, and I would see what I could do
with it. I told him thst he would take a terrific beating if he permitted the
meterial to be sold at auetion., 7That is the last I heserd until the catalogue czme
in. I believe thet in nine cases out of ten it is just a demn waste of time to
give advice to peonle. They generally go the opposite way. + suppose when Jhhn
gets his hands on a collection it would take a lawsuit to get it back. Cutside
of that little feilibng .1 guess he is one hell of 2 nice fellow,.

#tthink you geve Ezra excellent advice regarding David. Vhet a fine chap
that boy really is.

Best wishes =

Yours ete.,



March 20, 1953.

Mr. Emmerson C. Krug,
© 3008 - 13th Ave., South,
Birninghan, Ala.

Dear km:

Further referring to your ?4¢ 1860 with the “"Boston Br Pkt" merking.
I returned it to you without making a photograph. Is this the same stamp
that was Lot 365 in the Kelleher sale of Nov. 29, 1947? I looked up my
date and found that Mr, Newbury bought Lot 365 in thet sale - later he
sent it to me and I advised him the copy was & rank fake = I think he re-
turned it to Den and 1 find that L wrote Dan and advised him the marking was
bad. I note that Lot 364 must have been of the same cheracter and I suggested
to Dan that he get it back from the buyer and send it to me. I have no record
a8 1o whether t.is was done. I also note Lot 4~372 is no doubt the same &as

' your 30¢ with a part of the "Star." I have a catalogue of the sale that was

priced by Ezra. He has Lot 365 marked "repaired ot
B
In this sale - note “ot #308 - a 10¢ 1857 - Type V - H,5. of four "neatl
canceled in red. Also note Lot ;241 - Jessup bought this copy. Does it not
seem strange that this merking in red appears on stamps thet were rather common
unused years ago? + wonder why we do not find it on any of the 1¢ 1857 Type V.
#hat do you think?

Yours ete.,

~



MORRISON CAFETERIA COMPANY

INCORPORATED
Sunday A. M. March 22, 1953.

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook,
33 No. Ft. Thomas Ave.,
Fort Thomas, Ky.

Dear Stan,

Answering your letter of the 20th in re the 2i¢ 1860 single
which you passed on for me, my stamp is not lot #365 in the Kelleher
sale of Nove. 29, 1947. If you refer to the letter you wrote me the pre-
vious day you will note that my stamp had a date of Octe. 2nd while
the photo shows in the catalog that lot #365 is dated July 10. Also the
cancel on this latter stamp looks to be that oily ink while my stamp
is clearly cancelled like on covers I have owned before this. I had
bought lots 361-366-368-369-376-378-379-38L in this sale which I sold
when I sold out a few years ago. #36L4 is not my stamp either for mine
is not a "very fine'" copy.

In re #372 this is not the same star as mine for if you will
again read the description you will note that between each point of the
star is the word UNION which my copy does not have. Wish it did.

I also note your suggestion that this marking of the packet
is on lots 308 and 241. And you ask'what do I think? Well, Stan, I dont
know what to think. To me any cancel can be a fake for by the same token
I cant see why any cancel cant be faked. Let's go back to that 90¢ 1860
which Jou had and so thoroughly tested. Why cant a fake cancel be made
Just as easily of the Philadelphia octagon on the West copy that I had
so long herel

Sometimes I wonder what is the thing to collect. If you turn
from wondering about cancels on stamps used to mint copies you have to
pay big premimums for those with gum. Then you say is the gum original
or have they been regummed?

It looks like the best of all is covers, that is the safest
and truest. Yet I have a cover here before me with a 12¢ 1851 from
Boston to Saiy Francisco. It is tied on with a large Boston Paid. and
a correct Boston dated May 1 in red is stamped on the cover. On the back
in ink it says it was received May 30, 1855 in script. Everything about
it is correct except the rate should be 10¢. Now is it a fake or note
Why would anybody take off a ten and put on a twelve cent? Surely the
value would not be improved. So one wonders about covers also. Maybe
that is why collecting is so fastinating since it presents a challenge
to ones wits. Do you reckon that is it?

Sincerely,
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Mareh 20, 1953.

Mr, Maurice C, Bleke,
11 Mason St.,
Brookline 46, Mass.

Dear Meurice: .

It was nics to hear from you arter such a long lapse. 1 have been quite
busy all winter and the weeks and months have slipped away very rapidly. ¥hen
1 was in New York in November I fully intended to pay Carroll Chase a visit
and to stop enroute in Boston, but I caught a bad cold and thought it better
to call of f the New Hampshire visit as the weather forecast was not so good.

Thanks very much for sendings me the two covers which I return herewith, No,
I don't recall thet I ever saw this Boston 1852 before. It is trange how people
will go to a lot of trouble to make such things. In my opinion, the whole marking
is fraudulent, I do not think any pert of it is genuine., I did not take the
trouble to examine it under the binoeular to see whether it is a handpainting or
from a fake stampsr. Yff hand my pguess 1s, that it is the “ormer. "The siamp looks
like an 1854 shade and impression. Imagine a use two ycars hefore it was printed.
1t is sad indeed that there are so many fake items in circulation. A great many
reach my desk® but those thet do must be extremely small in comparison to those
in existence. I have reached the conclusion that a collector tekes a very great
chance in buying off cover 19th with rare cancelations.

I was indeed pleased to see the cover to Prussia with the 21L¢ rate as this
is the Tirst one thet I have ever seen. They must be extremely rare. I would 1like
to ascquire this if you would care to part with it. Your analysis is ocuite correct.
the rate by French mail was 21¢ perl/4 ounce - this went direct to France by the
HAVRE LINE, (imer. Pkt), hence our share was 12¢ - being 9¢ sea and 3¢ internal.
I suppose the French share was allotted as 3¢ internal and 6¢ to Berlin,

1 have intended to write you about several mrtters within recent months, for
example, the Boston marking thet was applied to the back of covers as per your
No. 713 on page 157 of your book, or your 712. L have noted this type of merking
on the 24¢ 1860, off cover, on several or more occasions and I wondered if the
items were genuine? I do not recall that I ever saw a cover with this type used
as a cancelation - and without any other obliteration. I am wondering if my =
memory is st fault? It seems to me thet a cover with a 24¢ 1860 stamp canceled by 3
this marking would surely be most unusual. %hat is your opinion? One more sub ject.

Covers to France in the three months period Jan. 1, 1857 to April 1, 1857, with 5¢
payments. All of these :rent by "Br rkt," but I do not ssem to have any record of a
cover by "Amer. 'kt" during that first cuarter. I @efer to mail vie the Collins
Line thru Britain.

And lastly here is ancther matter. A friend wrote me recently and inquired what
postage had to be peid on a lettir from San Francisco to France - mailed on
Dec. 1st, 1850. How would you answer such & query?

A

I believe that Traecy Sim/pf;:lon wuld like very much to publish the 1852 fake

JES
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in one of his 3¢ '51 Unit Bulletins. Would you mind if I sent him a photo?
It was nice hearing from you.
With best wishes -

Cordially yours,



M. G. Blake
11 Mason Street
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MAURICE C. BLAKE
11 MASON STREET
BROOKLINE 46, MASSACHUSETTS

March 28, 1953
Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook

33 N, Fort Thomas Avenue

Fort Thomas, Kentucky

Dear Stanleys

In reply to your welcome letter of March 20th I want to
keep the cover with the prepaid 21¢ rate by French Mail to Prussia,
because of the BOSTON/SEP/13/PAID/9 red which is the only one with
this marking that I have, but you may make any use you care to of the
photograph of this cover,

With this 21¢ cover I obtained two others of the same
correspondence, each by different ocean conveyance in 18623 (1) with
two 12¢'61 (one stamp torn and one gone but for a bit left)plus a 32'61
plus three 1¢'61(the third gone but for a small bit) all tied by PAID
grid(BPM 625) with red BOSTON.BR. PKT./JAN/14/7 PAID (BFM 805 - period
after BOSTON, missing in BPM tracing) and red boxed AACHEN 28 1/FRANCO
to Berlin, Prussias %2) with two 12¢#'61 and pair 3¢'61 cancelled PAID
grid(BPM 625) with red BOSTON. AM. PKT,/FEB/8/7 PAID (BPM 840)and red
boxed AACHEN 22 2/FRANCO to Berlin,

, I note thatStat.XII, Chap.,CXXXI, pP.39, Act of June 15, 1860,
Sec.4 readss "Foreign Mails, The Postmaster General shall cause mails to
+be transported between the United States and any foreign port
or ports, or between any port of the United States and any
other port of the United States, touching at a foreign port,
by steamship, allowing and paying therefor, if by an American
vessel, the sea and United States inland postage, and if by a
foreign vessel, the sea postage only, on the mails so conveyeds
Provided, That the preference shall always be given to an
American over a foreign steamship, when departing from the
same port for the same destination within three days of each
other,®
A sailing list from N.Y, in mid-January=February and Septem-
ber 1862 might show whether the Boston Foreign Office observed Sec.4 of
the Act of June 15, 1860 in sending these three covers, by British, American
and French steamships, respectively,

Regarding the Boston grid 1852, I expected you would hold
it fraudulent., This cover was sent to me unpriced by E., N. Sampson of
Itasca, Illinois, who acquired a quantity of the deWindt accumulations
not previously otherwise sold by Sam Paige. I wrote Sampson that I was
sending the cover for your opinion and reported your view agreed with mine
that it is a fake, asking if he would let me purchase it to file out of
circulation with my Boston reference material and mentioning you would
like permission to send a photo to Simpson for the Chronicle, Usually he
replies promptly, but as yet I have had no answer, so perhaps he may have
written you direct or may not have decided whether to let me have it, Will
let you know as soon as I hear from him,

Now, your three questions, of which the last is easiests
What postage to be paid Dec., 1, 1850 on a letter from San Francisco to France
Answers 40¢ to 40z, by Br, Pkt.; 56¢ to %oz, EZ Am,Pkt,y, s0 specified in
Boston Almangeg for 1850,p.150,shown in BFM p,149, Fig,33,



Mr., Stanley B. Ashbrook 2e March 28, 1953

Second question on covers to France from Jan,l to April 1, 1857

- with 5¢ payments should be by British packet per Act of April 3, 1852
in your One Cent 1851-1857, Vol,II,pp.323-324 and"2l¢ when conveyed by
United States packet." Was there any change in this basis for the first
three months of 1857 ? Your Fig. 56 W has 21¢ rate by stamps from New
Orleans SEP/20 with PAQ.AM. CALAIS/10/0CT/56.

I do not find that I have any covers from the U,S. to France during
Jan,-Apr.1857 by Am.,Pkt, I have the cover recorded in BPM No0,316,p.172
which shows "p Atlantic" with green LIVERPOOL/FE 15/1857 on reverse to
Boston destination 3/6/57; also a stampless (no letter heading) with red
circle NEW-YORK/FEB/21/AM. FKT,.(M andKT elevated)with red British circle
1857/ 7 MR 7/M ‘eroen G , "via Marseilles" to HONG KONG/29 AP/1857 black,
but the American ship from N,Y, is not indicated. Perhaps you have a list
of Collins steamers which left N,Y. in these three months., I note that
it was a cold winter so that the East River at N,Y. was frozen over Jan,.
17-21 and navigation on lower Hudson River opened March 18, Long Is.Sound
was frozen interrupting navigation until Feb.,l6 and Boston Harbor was all
frozen with below zero weather of Jan,23=25,

Re BOSTON.BR.PKT.PAID(BPM 712 and 713) please correct typographical
error for latest date of 712 on p,156 which should have been 4/5/67 (not 61),
though I have since extended this to 8/28/67. Usually 712 or 713 appears
on back of outbound prepaid letters and on face of incoming letters paid
abroad, sometimes striking a foreign stamp, but I do not recall seeing it
as cancellation on a U,S.stamp, though I suppose it could happen. Would
it be possible to produce an unrecognizable imitation of this marking to
cancel an off cover 24¢'60 %

By the way, I have just found that I have a record of another cover
by French Mail to Gottingen,Prussia 21¢ prepaid by 15¢ Lincoln and pair
of 3¢'61 the latter tied by red circle NEW PAID YORK(date ?)/9 with
ETATS-UNIS SERV.AM, D HAVRE/22/JUIN/67 red and boxed AUS FRANKREICH/23 6/
FER AACHEN FRANCO in black on face, also PARIS ETRANGER/22/JUIN/67 black
and GOTTINGEN NACHTS/23/6 concentric blue on reverse. This cover was sub-
mitted to me in Sept., 1942, but I didn't have sense enough of its rarity
then to take it,

With kindest regards,

P,S. Did you ever notice, as I discovered recently, that the P,0.Dep't *
Appropriations Act of June 25, 1860(Stat.XII,Ch.CCXIIs "An Act making
further Appropriations for the Service of the Post Office Department during
the fiscal Year ending June 30, 1860")contains this clause:

"For payments to letter carriers, one hundred eighty-seven thou
and thirty-seven dollars." ($ 187,037,00) o) pead

Wonder what the break-down of this sum was 9

e



April 4 » 1953 °

Mr. Maurice C. Blake,
1l Mason St.,
Brookline 46, Mass,

Dear Maurice:
Yours of the ?8th received, also your card of the lst.

Okay on the 2l¢ rate to Prussia cover. I appreciate your per-
mission to use a photo of the cover in my current Service issue. 1 am
enclosing a copy of my remarks.

Thanks for your deseription of the other two covers thet were
sent by "P,C,M." (Prussian Closed Mail) - @ 30¢ per 1/2 oz.

Re - No. 1 from Boston on Jan. 14, This was Tuesdey and it was
sent down to cateh the Cunard sailing from New York on Jan. 15. There were
two sailings from New York by "Am Pkt" on Jan., 18, vi z., Bremen Line for
Southampton and Bremen, and the ? Line for Cueenston & Liverpool. The next
mail was the Cunsxrd from Boston on the 22nd.

Re - cover No. 2 - Boston Feb. 8, 1862 by imer, Pkt. There was no
departure from Boston of a mail ship between the 5th and 19th. Both dates
were Wednesday and were Cunard sailings. There were two sailings of "Am Pkt"
from New York on Feb., 8, 1862, one by the ? Line to Queenston & Liverpool,
the other by the Harmburg Line to Southampton & Hamburg. A letter postmarked
Boston, Feb. 8, could herdly have sailed on that same date from New York (?).
What do you think? The next sailing of the mail from New York was the Cunard
on Feb, 12.

Re - the Act of June 15, 1860, Thanks for the quote. You will
find this in the 1866 P, L. & R, under Laws - page 47 - Sec. 185A. I seriously
doubt if mail was held up for three days to give preference to an "Amer. Pkt."

I note your card corrected your mention of French mail steamships.

Bo, I have not heard from Sempson. He is cuite & nice chap but a
bit cereless in whet he sells and has a tendency to resent beinz informed he
has offered a fake cover., I think he also has a very high opinion of his
ability to distinguish the genuine from the fraudulent, If he is as smart as
he thinks he is there was little excuse for him even supposing the 3¢ cover
could be good. I sent a photo print to Tracy Simpson. I will advise you.

‘Re - the rate to France from S.¥. in 1850. I hsd the inquiry from
H.H.,Clifford of Los Angeles and I note your answer agrees with mine. I put the
query up to seversl friends and in each case the reply was - "I have no in-
formation on the subject." Perhaps you would be interésted in the letter that



#2. Wr. Maurice C, Blake - April 4, 1953.

I wrote Mr. Clifford. It was as follows, quote:

"I have yours of the 13th and note your interesting query, viz. - ¥YWhat was the
postal rate from California to France on December 1, 18502' I believe that
query would puzzle most any student of foreign mates. At that time we did not
have a postal treaty with France and practically all mail from the U, S. to
France went by way of England. The rate depended upon whether thé letter was
sent to Fngland by the Cunard Line, (British Packet) or the Collins Line
(American Packet).

If by the former, 40¢ had to be paid at San Francisco. This was merely the U,s,
Internal and it merely paid the postage to New York and aboard a Cunard mail ship.
Thereafter the letter travéled under the terms of the Anglo-Franch Postal Treaty
and postage was collected from the addressee, such postage being from the U. S.
frontier via England to destination.

However, if the addressor in California wanted the letter to go by the Collins
Line, he hed to pay the U. S. 40¢ and in addition, the "Atlantic Sea" (under the
U.S.~oritish Treaty) of 167 - total 56¢g. This paid a half-ounce letter to the
British frontier, and thereafter the letter was in the same class as an unpaid
letter originating in England with a French destination.

I have a recoxrd of a cover to Bordeaux from San Francisco on July 1, 1850, It
shows 56¢ paid at S,F. snd 2?1 decimes due from the addressee. The lattsr was ap-
proximately 40¢ in U, S. currency at thet time.

I note the cover offered to you shows a payment of 50¢ at S.F. but I must con fess
1 am at & loss to explain such a payment.

The S.5.0regon sailed from S.F. on Dec. 1, 1850 for Panama with the mail for the
HBast,"and the next sailing was on the 15th by the California.

If you purchase the ecover I certainly would like to see it. Do you suppose what
looks like ¥50" could be '56%2' "

Your letter - 3/28 - ?nd page - lst paragraph. The answer to your query
of "Was there any change in this basis for the first three months of 1857?" The
answer is N0. The new Anglo-French Treaty went into effedt on Jan., 1, 1857 and
what was sffected on U.S, mail (Via G.B.) to France was the postage due in France.
As I recell, the rate was fixed by the Sept. 1856 Treaty at 4 pence if psid, and
8 pence unpaid between England and France. I regret to state thet I do not have a
list of sailings of mail ships for the year 1857, but, of course, the Collins Line
was still operating during the greater part of that year.

Re - 3rd paragraph of your letter 3/28/53 - B.PJM, 712 - 713 - I made
corrections in my book of latest date. Thanks. I made a further search thru my
photo files since mine of 3420 and was uneble to find any cover with a U,S. stemp
canceled by B,P.M. 712-713. This, in spite of the faect that off cover copies of the
24¢ 1860 and the 30¢ 1860 seam to be well known. I suspect the latter were made by
Zareski though I am not at all sure. It does scem strange that I haven't a single
photo showing a cover canceled by this merking and no other.

Re - Siegel Sale Apr. 1, 1953 - Lot 200. This was a 90¢ 1861 cover from
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the "F.D.R." collectionl It is addressed to his maternal grandfather "Warren
Delano" at Hong Kong. I suppose he was the gentleman of opium fame. Yes, this has
the 712, a use of March 1865, This cover belonged to Krug and I had it for sale
but I couldn't find anyone who would have it in his collection. I cannot blame
them. I heard it said that it was this 90¢ cover that started F.D.R. to collect.
Probably no truth in the yarn. I have a very excellent photograph of it. I had
forgotten that it had the 712 type on face.

Thanks very much for the data on the ?l¢ cover to Prussia Via Havre in
the summer of 1867. I wure wish I knew where the item is today. Perhaps someone
among my subscribers to my Special Service will find such an item in their collection.

My very close friend Harold Stark of Ann Arbor, Mich. passed away very
suddenly with & heart attack last Tuesday night. He was quite a student of foreign
rates and merkings. I will miss him very much.

Re - the appropriations Act of June 28, 1860. I note thet the & .M.G.
Report for the year ending June 30, 1860 listed among the "Revenue" items, the
following:

"Receipts on account of
Iatter camers ..I..lI....l........O...........I..3208’506.22"

& And to offset the above
under Expenditures - :
"For payment to Letter Carriers eeceese .-.ooon--o-oo$208'506.22"

The above sum is broken down as sums received and paid out to letter-carriers st
twelve offices in the U.S. The first four being in order listed New York, Philadelphia,
Baltimore and Boston. Washington was next with $6,856.,02. The total of £208,506.22
was listed as "Amount received and paid out for carriage."

I don't know why an "appropriation” had to be maie for letter carriers but it is my
idea that this was merely a bookkeeping item and would be offset by a receipt of a
like sum fogm the public.

You are doubtless femiliar with the 2¢ letter sheet issued in 1886 -
(2¢ Creen - Grant), but were you aware thet this was not the first one issued by
the P.0.D.? That a 3¢ letter sheet was issued in August 1861%? Did you ever see
one?

I would like to borrow your copy of the Boston Almanac of 1850 and .
microfilm the pages containing rates of fordign postages at that tijle. If you
will send it to me by insured mail or express I will pay the carrdmge and return
it at once. However, if you would not care to risk it in transit it will be perfectly
okay.

With regards -
Cordially yours,






MAURICE C. BLAKE
11 MASON STREET
BRODOKLINE 46, MASSACHUSETTS

April 7, 1953

Mr, Stanley B. Ashbrook
33 North Fort Thomas Avenue
Fort Thomas, Kentucky

Dear Stanley:

Your letter of the 4th with Sample Page #180 from your
Special Service has been received.

Your description of my 21¢ cover via French mail to
Prussia in September 1861 is most interesting and thorough,-except
that its source is not mentioned in the first paragraph and my
correct appreciation of its significance makes the thought in your
last sentence inapplicable in this case, Perhaps this is rectified
by your usual source credit in connection with your Photograph No,.85,
If I had that interesting 1867 21¢ cover with NEW PAID YORK 9 via Le
Havre to Prussia, I would be willing to let you have it without
breaking into my Boston Foreign Mail collection, Possibly it may be
found by one of the fortunate subscribers to your valuable philatelic
and postal history information Service,

I wondered why you were looking for covers with 5¢ only
prepaid by Am, Pkt, (Collins Line) to France in the first three months
of 1857, when 20¢ direct or 21¢ by first ship was required, The nearest
thing I have is a letter dated "Paris Dec.,15, 1856",curiously without
any French markings, but with black cirele 20/DEC/31/N.YORK.AY PKs,(20g),
which reads in part:
"T have postponed this letter that it might go
by the Collins Steamer."eeecse
"We heard only gay before yesterday of the narrow
escape of the "AMERICA".. The British boats certainly have
wonderful lucke"e.eo
"I have just $ime to put this in the Post Office,."
I can see no evidence of any French stamp, though possibly one may have
gone with any French mark there was entirely on the stamp (%), or per-
haps an unpaid letter by Collins Line from Havre went unmarked in Parisf?).

Another cover with 80c¢ stamp neatly cancelled and with PARIS
postmark of 5/JUIL/56 on face and black CALAIS on back addﬁeSSfd "per
Steamer" to New York bears black circle 21/JUL/28/N.YORK Ae PK.{21¢ collect)

Excellent reply to Mr, Clifford's inquiry re rate from "
California Dec. 1, 1850 to France. I wish you had referred to Boston
Postal Markings, page 149, Fig. 33 where he could see the answer in
contemporary print. The more copies of this book that are sold, the
better, though none of us personally benefits financially therefrom,

Sampson did not offer the Boston 1852 fake for sale, nor
think it genuine, -- Yes, I have a 3¢'61l letter sheet in my Boston 3¢ '
plus I¢ carrier collection fee collection, -- Is not a Supplementary
Appropriation paid by the Treasury to the P,0, Dept to meet expenses
not otherwise covered by receipts, as $187,037 for Carriers June 25,1860%

Bincergly yours,




o~

Mereh 9, 1953,

Mr. Kaurice C. Blake,
11 Mason St.,
Brookline 46, Mass.

Dear Maurice:

I was pleased to learn that Sampson sent the 3¢ cover to you
and that it is out of circulation, but more pleased to learn that he had
not tried to sell it as something thet was genuine. I suppose I see so
much of the latter that I am overly suspicious. ‘

Yours of the 7th received today and I hasten to reply.

Re - your 21¢ rate to Prussia., I seldom mention the names of
owners of covers for several reasons. I have had cases where dealers or
collectors bothhred owners with offers fo purchase and second some people
object to havéng their names meftioned for one reason or other, so in order
to try to please, I have adopted a policy of not mentioning the owner,
though, of course, I make exceptions when I consider it proper %o do so. I
can assuré you that it is perfectly okay if you do not care to part with the
cover. I most assuredly would not want you to let it go if you had the
sdichtest desire to keep it. Very seldom do I ever request an owner to part
with a cover.

Re - covere to France in the first quarter of 1857. I haven't
been looking for "5¢ covers"by "Amer. Pkt." to France but rather covers to
France in that quarter by "Amer, Pkt." There was no rate of5¢ by "Amer Pkt"”
as the 5¢ Internal applied only to mail by Cunard steamers,

Re - the description of your cover dated Paris Dec 15 1856, I note
this has a due of 20¢, so surely this was sent by the "Havre Line" - See my
Volume ? - page 338 - paragraph - "Twenty cents postage."™ The only postage the
sender could have paid wes the French internal, Naturally this was "Amer, Pkt."
Though the writer mentioned the "Collins lLine" it was not forwarded by that Line.
It is rather strange that this 20¢ rate was not listed in the Official Rates of
1856, Did you ever mo te that omission? (i.e. 20¢ from the U.S. by Havre Line to
the rrench frontier, direct).

Your cover with 80 centimes French stamp of Paris July 5 1856 was
sent to England via Calais, thence by the Collins Line unddr the U,5.-British
Treaty with 21¢ due. In this case, the sender had to pay the rate to England.

Re - my letter to H., H, Clifford. I note that the date of the letter
was omitted. It was w-itten March 18, 1953, which was before L wrote you about
such a rate. I am glad that you called my attention to B.F.M. page 149, Fig. 33.
I will write -Mr. Clifford and call his attention to B.,P.. I very frecuently
mention this fine work and recommend it in the highest terms.

Re - your cuery re - the appropriation of $187,037 for carriers, June

25, 1860. I really do not know why Congress had to make an actual appropriation of
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money to pay "carriers" if it was not legal to employ carriers at Government
expense. Are we confusing the term "Carriers?" Letter-carriers weee those
who collected mail and carried it from boxes to the P.0. and =1lso delivered
mail to street address. Such carriers had to be paid out of the actual sum
collected from the public. Such service was not at the expense of the B.0.D.
Uf course, you are fully aware of all the above but I merely repeat it in
order to inquire - Yhy an actual "appropriation" for this class of carriers,
therefore, did this item refer to some other kind of "Carrier? If you inguire
of me, what kind do you refer to, I could only amswer - I don't knowe.

With best wishes -

Cordially yours,



MAURICE C. BLAKE
11 MASON STREET
BROOKLINE 46, MASSACHUSETTS

April 12, 1953

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook
33 North Fort Thomas Avenue
Fort Thomas, Kentucky

Dear Mr, Ashbrooks

It was very kind of you to write Mr. Cliffgrd sqch
a fine recommendation of BOSTON POSTAL MARKINGS and I appreciate it,

No doubt you are quite right not often to mention
the owners of covers for the reasons given in your letter of the 9th.
When I allowed my cover with blue Honolulu, Hawaiian Is./Dec.7, 1850
and SAN FRANCISCO/15/JAN ms. 42,-which I was intending to illustrate
together with Fig. 18 on page 106 in the Boston book showing the same
blue SL Nov.l6, 1850 and SAN FRANCISCO Cal,./14/DEC handstamped 80 to
Boston,= to appear first in the Meyer-Harris HAWAII(Fig.5), I hardly
expected this would be used as an advertisement in STAMPS for the
HAWAII book with the indirect result that I had various requests for
this Dec. 7 cover to which I regret having eventually succumbed at
far less than it ultimately brought at auetion, That is long since
a bygone matter, but it exemplifies the wisdom of your policy.

2 Obviously I misinterpreted the paragraph in your
letter of March 20th which begans: "Covers to France..Jan.l,1857 to
April 1,1857 with 5¢ payments,"as of course you knew that letters
by the Collins Line required prepayment of 21¢ U.S. postage. By the
term "U.S., Steam Packets" on page 338 of your Volume II I suppose
you meant to include mail by any AM. PKT. via England as well as by
Collins Line steamers, I have_another incoming letter early in 1857
with black circle BOSTON A¥ PKL/7/FEB on back and large black Boston
21 on front,as noted in BPM p. 174, No,826 under Usage from CONSTANTINQPLE
(TURKIE)/1/JANV,./1857 in black circle on front stampless prepaid via
France to Britain, but I am not sure whether this came by Collins Line
to New York or into Boston by some other "U,S. Steam Packet",

Regarding the cover from Paris Dec., 15, 1856, I wonder
whether the writer, although expecting to catch a Collins steamer with
just time to get the letter in the Post Office in Paris, happened upon
a traveller going from Paris to Le Havre who took the letter and mailed
it on board the direct steamer from Havre to New York where it received
the 20 postmark, thus avoiding the normal French internal postage and
any French postal markings, indicating conveyance by French postal serviée
from Paris to Hmvre %

Perhaps the June 25, 1860 Supplementary Appropriation

"for letter carriers" did not refer to expenses of city collection or

delivery of letters by carriers, as you suggest, but to some other kind
of"letter carriers",

With best regards,

Sincerely yours,
Whaionian s fsﬁl‘kéﬂl——



April 20, 1953.

Mr, Maurice U, Blake,
11 Mason St.,
Brookline 46, Mass.

Dear Maurice:
Yours of the 12th received.

1 was pleased thet you appreciated my position in not always men-
tioning the names of the owners of covers that I illustrate and describe in
my articles. I might also mention thet it is always my intention to give
full epedit to those from whom I obtain philatelic data. In cases where I
fail to do this, it is an oversight and not intentional,

You mentioned in your letter a cover in your collection from Turkey /3/7/
in January 1857 with black "Boston /m. kt. 7 FEB" ete, with "21" due. This l
had the postage paid to England, sfter which it was from the British frontier G, ns
to U.S."destinntion, hence 16¢ sea and 5¢ internal. This letter was surely (ﬁAL—ﬁC/
/’l,/

brougcht to New York by the Collins Line or the Bremem. The Havre Line (Amer.
Pkt), did not stop at a British port. At least that is my understanding.

Arain rer'erring to your cover dated Paris Dec. 15, 1856 with 20¢ due B\é
in the U.8. Of course, you are well posted on this rate but I memtion it just s. -

for the reecord. ¥rom the U, S, to a French port, That is,to the French iFrontier. ﬂ)L‘I‘b‘\‘
I seem to recall that if the letter was directed to the port of entry, the rate

was 26¢., This was pre - the Treaty - (April 1, 1857). In this respect I am
puzzled as to how an extra payment of 6¢ in the U, 8. could have paid any French
postage. If you are not clear on this point I will look up my reference. In this
connection + am enclosing a very interesting cover which I believe is genuine in
every respect, that is, no changing of year dates, no stamps added or stamps
missing. I believe that I have the solution to this puzzle and I intend to write
an article about it for STAMPS., You will note the date of use was July 1857 -
also Via /mer Pkt - the French Due is "10" decimes and it has the "(.B. 40¢" most
unusual for & cover of the Treaty period. I have had this cover for many years and
I have never seen another one like it. As near as I can figure there is only one
solution but of course thet always seems to be a fact is one can think of no others

-

We are having the most unusual westher out here for April. TFor three
days we heve had blinding snow stoms. Saturday we had a reguler howling blizzard
with three inches of snow. Yesterday A.M. it dropped to 27 and never got above
34 all day. Week before last we had a high of 82. In this Ohioc Valley we get
the extremes in cold and heat. The chances are that the fruit trees have been
sarelgly damaged,

With best wishes -
Cordially yours,



MAURICE C. BLAKE

11 MASON STREET . |
BROOKLINE 48, MASSACHUSETTS AF'" A U 'ﬂrs
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May 1, 1953.

Mr, Maurice C, Blake,
11 Mason St.,
Brookline, Mass,
Dear Maurice:

Thanks very much for yours of thé 218t with the five cards,
These are very interesting and I want to make copies so I will return the
cards later.

Igam also in receipt of yours of the 24th with the retum of the
26¢ cover from Athens, Ga. I em enclosing herewith & copy of my May lst
issue of my "Special Service," together with the photographs. A4fter you
have looked this over will you kindly returmn the copy and prints to me.

I believe that your analysis of the 26¢ cover is in accord with mine.

I will reply to your letter later,

With best wishes -

Cordially yours,



By Herrvy Clifford
. N{ay ’J-\Y clclsab gee 27' P'G
564 Rate By Am.PKE- 3 England To
FRANCE - yé.F. HB“ | \30‘5; -—T
CALIFORN1A® ln Same oLy INK
AsThe Larqe BPribish Circulavx
PAIiD- 20 JA S|



A.M. CLIFFORD ASSOCIATES

INVESTMENT COUNSELORS

Since 1945
A.M.CLIFFORD TRINITY 2228
HENRY H. CLIFFORD
JAMES N.GAMBLE 639 SOUTH SPRING STREET
JOHN G. FRISZ LOS ANGELES |14

March 13, 1953

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook
P. Q. Box 31

33 N. Ft. Thomas Avenue
Ft. Thomas, Kentucky

Dear Mr. Ashbrook:

Even though we have not corresponded for years, I think
of you every time I mail out an issue of "Western Express" -- I
have always tried to emulate the excellent job you did with the
Research Bulletins you published years ago. The purpose of this
letter is to ask a simple question -- what was the postal rate
from California to France on December 1, 1850?

I have been offered a cover addressed to Bordeaux post-
marked in orange red "San Francisco, 1 December” (1850). Also in
orange red appears "Paid" and "50".

Also on the face of the cover appears a circular British
dated "paid" handstamp and a straight-line "CALIFORNIA". Both of
these markings are again in orange red; and judging by the oiliness
of the ink, they were applied at the same time. Hence I doubt
whether the "CALIFORNIA" mark was applied at San Francisco, to in-
dicate the steamer carrying the December lst mail. Incidentally,
the cover also bears several French transit markings, one on the
face and the others on the reverse.

I will be interested in your reactions to the above, and
in your answer regarding the postal rate to France in 1850. With
kindest regards, I remain

Very sincerely,

HHC:MJ




A.M. CLIFFORD ASSOCIATES
INVESTMENT COUNSELORS

Since 1915
A.M.CLIFFORD
HENRY H.CLIFFORD TRINITY 2228
JAMES N.GAMBLE ©39 SOUTH SPRING STREET

JOHN . FRISZ LOS ANGELES 14

Mareh 13, 1953

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook
P. 0. Box 31 :
> 33 N. Ft. Thomas Avenue
% Ft. Thomas, Kentucky
Dear Mr. Ashbrook:

Even though we have not correspended for years, I think
of you every time I mail out an issue of "Western Express” -- I
have always tried to emmlate the excellemt job you did with the
Research Bulletins you published years age. The purpese of this
letter is to ask a simple question -- what was the postal rate
from California to France on December 1, 18507

I have besn offered a cover addressed to Bordeaux poli-
marked in orange red "San Francisco, 1 Docember” (1850). Also in
orange red appears "Paid" and "50%.

Also on the face of the cover appears a circular British
dated "paid" handstamp and a straight-line "CALIFORNIA". Both of
these markings are again in orange red; and judgimg by the oiliness
of the ink, they were applied at the same time. Hence I doubt
whether the "CALIFORNIA™ mark was applied at San Franeisce, to in-
dicate the steamer carrying the December lst mail. Incidentally,
the cover also bears several French transit markings, one on the
face and the others on the reverse.

I will be interested in your reactions to the above, and
in your answer regarding the postal rate to France in 1850. With
kindest regards, I remain

Very sincerely,

HHC:MJ



March 18, 1953.

Mr. Henry H. Clifford,
Los Angeles 14, Calif.

Dear Mr. Clifford:

I have yours of the 13th and note your interesting query, viz. -
"What wes the postal rate from California to France on December 1, 1850%"
I believe that query would puzzle most any student of foreign rates,
A% that time we did not have e postal treaty with France and practically
all mail from the U.b. to France went by way of Ingland, The rate depended
upon whether the letter was sent to England by the Cunard Line, (British
Packet/ or the Collins Line (American Packet).

If by the formmer, 40¢ had to be paid at San Francisco. This was merely
the U, 8. Internal and it merely paid the postage to New York and aboard a
Cunsrd Mail ship. Thereafter the letter traveled under the terms of the Anglo-
French Postal Treaty end postage was collected from the addressee, such postage
being from the U. 5. ffontier via England to dstination,

However, if the addressor in California wanted the letter to go by the
Collins Line, he had to pay the U. S. of 40¢ and in addition, the "Atlantic Sea"
{under the U.S.-British Treaty) of 16¢ - total 56¢. This paid a half-ounce
letter to the British frontier, and thercafter the letter was in the same class
as an unpaid letter originating in England with a French destination.

I have a record of & cover to Bordeaux from San Franciseo on July 1, 1850,
It shows 56¢ paid at S.F, and 21 decimcs due from the addressee. The latter was
approximately 40¢ in U, 8, currency at thet time,

L note the cover offered to you shows a payment of 50¢ at S, F. but I nust
confess I am at & loss to explain such a payment.

The 8.,5,0regon sailed from S.F, on Dec. 1, 1850 for Panama with the mzil for
the East, and the next sailing was on the 15th by the California.

If you purchase the dover I certainly would like to see it. Do you suppose
what looks like "50" ecould be "562"

3o

Sincerely yours,



April 9, 1953.

Mr. Henry H. Clifford,
639 South Spring St.,
Los Angeles 14, Calif.
Dear Mr. Clifford:
Further referring to my letter of March 18th last re - the
rate to France from California in December 1850, May I call your attention
to the very fine book,

*Boston Postal Markings"
{to 1890)

by Maurice C. Blake and published by Severn-fiylie Jewett Co. = Portland,
Me. Note page 149 - and Fig. 33.

If you do not own a copy of this book, I ecan recommend it %o you
in the hiéhut terms., While it deals principally with the postal markings
of Boston, if. contains valuable data on meny sub jects of interest to
collectors of 19%h Century U, S,

Sineerely yours,



April 23, 1953.

Mr. Henry H, Clifford,
639 South Spring St.,
Los Angeles 14, Calif,
Dear Mr. p'lifford: :

Under dates of March 18th and April 9th I replied to
your inqﬁiry of. March 13th, I am wondering ;r you received mj
two letters? It seems quite possible thet they failed to reach
you, other&iaz you would have beer c¢ourteoiis enouwgh to acknowledge
receipt, inzsmuch as you requested 1nrozmation in yours of the |
13th.

Yery truly yours,



A.M. CLIFFORD ASSOCIATES

INVESTMENT COUNSELORS

Since 1915
A.M.CLIFFORD
HENRY H.CLIFFORD R R
JAMES N.GAMBLE 639 SOUTH SPRING STREET
JOHN G. FRISZ LOS ANGELES 14

April 28, 1953

Mr., Stanley B. Ashbrook
P.Os Box 31

33 N. Ft. Thomas Ave.
Ft. Thomas, Ky.

Dear Mr., Ashbrook:

¢ My apologies for not having acknowledged sooner your
two recent letters. I delayed answering the first until such
time as I purchased that cover; and I then delayed answering
the second until I could acquire the book you recommended., I
have since purchased the cover and ordered the book. When I
find a little more free time, I will forward the cover to you
for your inspection. I certainly appreciate your interest,
and trust you will forgive me for my seeming neglect in keep-
ing you posted.

The next issue of WESTERN EXPRESS is now being printed
and should be in the mail shortly =—- that's another reason why
I have had so little time to attend to correspondence. With
kindest regards, I remain

Very sincerely,

HHC-dk



A.M. CLIFFORD ASSOCIATES

INVESTMENT COUNSELORS

Since 1915
A.M.CLIFFORD
* HENRY H.CLIFFORD TRIN(TY 2228
JAMES N.GAMBLE : 639 SOUTH SPRING STREET
JOHN G. FRISZ LOS ANGELES 14

N

May 18, 1953

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook
P, 0. Box 31

33 N. Ft. Thomas Ave.
Ft. Thomas, Ky.

Dear Mr. Ashbrook:

Here is that cover I told you about some time ago,
showing the 56¢ rate from California to France. Two questions
arise regarding it.

& First, was it placed aboard an American packet in
New York or in Boston, and why was no marking applied? Second,
what is the significance of the handstamp "CALIFORNIA"? I
assume it was applied in England. The due marking for delivery
in Bordeaux would appear to be 28 decimes -- I thought the
usual collect fee was 21 decimes, or about LO¢ U.S.

I would be interested in any comments you care to
make regarding this cover. Again my apologies for my delay
in answering your earlier letters. Trusting this finds you
well, and with kind regards, I remain

Very sincerely,

HHC-dk
Encl.

REGISTERED MAIL



May 20, 1953.

Mr. Ksnry H. Cliffcrd.
% A. M, Clifford Associates,
639 South Spring St.,
Los Angeles 14, Calif.

Dear Mr., Clifford:

I am in receipt of yours of the 18th enclosing the cover (¥,L.)
from San Francisco, Dec. 1, 1850, to Bordeaux, France, I note that this has
a manuscript "56" in upper left and also a 5.F, handstamped "PAID" and also
"56," If you will refer to your letter of March 13th last, I believe you
will find that you stated the rate that was paid was "50." I inquired in my
reply of Mareh 18th, if you mistook a "56" for "50,"

‘Re - the queries in yours of May 18th. There were no U. 5. Mail
ships sailing from Boston with European mails at the pericd of this letter.
Sailings were only from New York. The merkings indicate that this was carried
by "Amer Pkt," The Collins Line from New York to England, thence to france thru
Calais. I note the British marking is Jan 20 5l. A% that time the Atlantic
erossing required about eleven or twelve davs, so perhaps this letter left New
York about Jan. 8th. As I recall, the CGollins steamers sailed every other
S8aturday. In 1851, January 4th and 11th vere Saturdays, so perhaps the sailing
wes the 4th, and because of bad weather the trip may have required a longer

assage. The lettser leaving San Francisco on Dec. lst could have easily reached
ew York for thd Jan., 4th sailing,

I have no idea why New York did not apply a postmark but the reason
mey be that this went thru in a closed bag and not thru the Foreign Division of
‘the New York Post Office because no acecounting for any credit was due Great
Britain. The rate was paid only to england, meaning to the British frontier.

I doubt if the French due was 28 decimes as it appears. I believe
that for such a letter the French due was only 8 decimes, not 28 decimes. Per-
heps this was a "2" and "8" not 28. Perhaps the 2 had a different meaning. The
U. S. rate of "Paid 56" shows that the letter did not weigh over 1/2 an ounce,
hence a letter from England to Bordeaux weighing not over 1/2 ounce or 15 grammes
could not have been taxed ?8 decimes in France. The rate was 8 decines per 7%
grammes or 16 decimes for 15 grammes.

I believe the above covers your cueries. I am returning the cover
herewith, I made a photograph of it thru a special filter in order to bring out
the faint San Francisco markings. If my negative turns out satisfactory do you .
mind if I send a print to our mutual friend Edgar Jessup? : S‘

No doubt you noticed the Pony Express cover in the recent Robt. Siegel
sale (Lot 424), I am wondering if you have any explansztion for the combination



#2. Mr. Henry H. Clifford - May 20, 1953.

$5.00 Pony and the U. S. 20¢. Incidentally, the cover was purchased by a
very good friend of mine. I made a very careful examination of it after the
sale and some very excellent photographs. I will be glad to loan the prints
to you if you are sufficiently interested. It was stated that the cover is

unique - the only Pony cover with a $2.00 green but that statement was in
error,.

With kindest regards -

Bincerely yours,

P.5.-=I overlooked mention of the 3.L. handstamp "California." I never saw
this before that I can remember. It seems %o be of the same color and oily
character of the British postmark, hence I assume it was applied in Britain.

It may ‘have been employed on mail sent in sealed bags direct to England from
San Franeisco.
»



D. R. Heath

651 BARRINGTON ROAD
GROSSE POINTE PARK 30, MICHIGAN
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THE NE# YORK PUBLIC LIBRARY
REFEAENCE DEPARTIENT
> Peul Hice ¥orth, Chief
PArth Avenue & U2nd
KEW YORK CITY 18, M. 1.

January 28, 1357,

r. Jere. Heas Barr
11 Fowsrd Sterset,
Wost Lawn, Penna.

Deer ¥v. Barr :

In reply te your letter of Jsnuery 10th, we wish to report that
the fev. Lemel Bispell wae employed by the Awericen Board of Commissmioners for
Poreisgn iiselons shich had 4ta headalartsrs at 1 Somerset Jtrsed, iosion, vesuas
chuaptta. This organization was respenslble for ths alassion et sheadnagar. (Indie)
The Board was Congresatiocnal Chucel afiiliatlioa.

Lemael ¥issgll and Mary . Besausont Blasell wers st the wipslon ss esriy as
1862 when thelr daughter Julis was borm. The feally of thres returped ts the U. &,
8 1578 whew Juils wne sent to the Auburndele, Yassachusetis Fome for Wisslonsry Ghildren.
Julle wes gradusted frow Esllssley in 1580 and rejodesd her parents in Indls until
1891, Mary Blaesell wus sedively ecngagzsd lu dolng tramsletlons in 1888 in Indla.

Thiie we Tound no definlte statemsnt to date the watter, se feel guite
eeriain thet oply Julls, end 2ot her parexts, wae meer Boston in 1882, The lettsr you have
may be frow hdr %o them or frow thelr employer., She bBoard of Coamissiosers.

Very truly yours,

Feul borth Rice

Chisf of the Referesuce Depuriment
FRE: 328
mk



March 30, 1953.

Mr. Ezra D, Colse,

Nyack, N.Y.
Dear Ezra:

Re -~ Emerson sale by Kelleher - Nov. 29, 1947 - Note 24¢ -
illustration of Lot 365. Did you ever see a cover with a stamp
canceled by this marking? It was almost invariably applied to the back
of covers. Lot 365 was bought by Newbury and I informed him it was a
fake and he returned it to Den. Since then I have noted this on off cover
1857 stamps byt I don't redall seeing it as a postmark on & cover to cancel
any stamps. Have you any off cwver copies cn hand? If so, will you
please send thém to me?

Thanké.

Yours ete.,



Ap#il 4, 1953.

Mr. tmmerson C. Krug,
3008 - 13th Ave., South,
Birmingham, Ala.
Dear lnm:
I forgot to mention to you for several weeks past -
Siegel Sale April lst, “ot 200 - your old F.D.R. cover. Vonder
what it brought? I will see if I can zet a priced catalogue from
Bob., I also note on the face of this F.D.R. cover that

i BOSTON BR PKT

MAR 2 ?
PAID
Here is a case where this perticular type of merking was zpplied to
a face of a cover but not to the stamp. It was my impression it was
always used on the back.
Thanks for the copy of the A.P. - It came this afternoon.
Regards.

%

Yours etc.,



March 20, 1953.

Mr. Henry W, Hill,
Minneapolis, Minn.

Dear Henry:

I sincerely apologize for holding these photo prints so long but I have
been so busy gince the first of the month, I neglected to drop everything
and return them to you. The following are some comments:

1) Cover V.S, of 3 - from Boston Dec. 28, 1860 = The markings are all
apparently okay and the cover is undoubtedly genuine,

2) Cover H.S. of 3 - center line to right - from New Orleans - thru bBoston
~ on Oct. 3, 1860 - Everything seems to be okay.

3) Cover to Germany with 20¢ Paid. This went by Prussian Closed Mail and
the rate was 30¢. Perhaps there are two 5¢ or a 10¢ on the back.

OFff cover
I like the Type I center line copye.

It was nice in Jamet to have the photos mdde. I believe he is quite a good
friend of Carroll Chase and seems to be in touch with him right along. Chase
gives him an Al rating. I believe thet Jamet and some of his friends in Paris
are trying to get the goods on that crook Zareski.

Yours of the 17th came yesterday. Thanks very much for the check for
$150.00 for the two 5¢ '56 sent you on the l4th,

I return herewith your copy of the 5¢ 1856, Nelther merkings thet you
noted ere consistent in ny opinion, 7The little blurr in the "P" is a bit of
color which I don't think is an actual plate variety of any kind. The line in
the "S" is a foreign hair or fiber of some sort thet probably got into the ink.
Sometimes we find fine threads like this from a brush or from the wiping cloth.

I regret to state that I never saw the original of the 100L, What a stamplll
I feel rether sure that thie stamp is not in the Newbury colleetion. I never
laid eyes on as fine = 5¢ 1856, Yoo bad Les ean't remember vho owns it. The
chances zre the owner would not appreciate its real value.

I note you are leaving for the Continent on the 14th and will not return
until May 27. I trust thet your friends in Paris will have some nice things to
show you. Perhaps Bacher can persuadd Siry Nicholes Waterhouse to part with eome
of his fine 5¢ 1856 but he eareful and make your purchases contingent on my



#2e Mr. nenry W, Hill - March 20, 1953.

approval as Sir N. has one “Zareski that I know of - in fact, two {(5¢ 1856)
and he may have more. Zareski fed him a lot of meterial in the 1920's and 1930's.
¥hik not write Bacher and ask him if he can't persuade Sir N, to sell you some

5¢ 1856. ‘rell Bacher I made the suggestion. Sir.N., likes Bacher and gives him
business. b

I was pleased to learn thet you had a nice visit with Paul Rohloff. Paul
is a prince of a chap =2nd they don't come any finer.

My kéndest regards and say "hello" to Les for me when you see him. I
haven't heard a word from him for weekse.

Cordially yours,



March 20, 1953.

Mr., Henry W, Hill,
20-26 - 2nd St., South,
Minneapolis, Minn,.

Dear Henry:

I sincerely apologize for holding these photo prints so long but I have
been so busy since the first of the month, I neglected to drop everything
and retvurn them to you. The following are some comments:

1) Cover V.S, of 3 - from Boston Dec. 28, 1860 - The markings are all
apparently okay and the cover is undoubtedly genuine,

2) Cover H.S. of 3 - center line to right - from New Orleans - thru Boston
on Oct. 3, 1860 -~ Everything seems to be okay.

3) Cover to Germany with 20¢ Paid. This went by Prussian Closed Mail and
the rate was 30¢. Perhaps there are two 5¢ or a 10¢ on the back. i

Qff cover
I like the Type I center line copye.

It was nice in Jamet to have the photos mdde. I believe he is auite a good
friend of Carroll Chase and seems to be in touch with him right along. Chase
gives him an Al rating. I believe thet Jamet and some of his friends in Paris
are trying to get the goods on thst crook Zareski.

Yours of the 17th came yesterday. Thanks very much for the check for
$150.00 for the two 5¢ '56 sent you on the l4th,

I return herewith your copy of the 5¢ 1856. Nelther merkings thet you
noted ere consistent in my opinion. The little blurr in the "P" is s bit of
color which I don't think is an actual plate variety of any kind., The line in
the "S" is a foreign hair or fiber of some sort thet probably got into the ink,
Sometimes we find fine threads like thic from & brush or from the wiping cloth,

I regret to state thet I never saw the original of the 1C0L, What a stamplll
I feel rather sure that this stamp is nos in the Newbury collection. I never
laid eyes on as fine s 5¢ 1856. ‘oo bad Les ean't remember vho owns it. The
chances sre the owner would not appreciate its real value.

I note you are leaving for the Continent on the 14th and will not return
until May 27. I trust thet your friends in Paris will have some nice things to
show you. Perhaps Bacher cen persuaddé Sir Nicholes Weterhouse to part with some *
of his fine 5¢ 1856 but he careful end make your purchases contingent on my




#2e Mr. nenry W. Hill - March 20, 1953.

approval as Sir N. has one Zareski that I know of - in fact, two {5¢ 1956)
and he may have more. Zareski fed him a lot of meterial in the 1920's and 1930's.
¥hir not write Bacher and ask him if he can't persuade Sir N. to sell you some

5¢ 1856. <1ell Bacher I made the suggestion. Sir.N. likes Bacher and gives him
business. %

I was pleased to learn thet you had a nice visit with Paul Rohloff. Paul
is a prince of a chap 2nd they don't come any finer.

My kéndest regards and say "hello" to Les for me when you see him. I
haven't heard a word from him for weeks.

Cordially yours,
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EDC smkl

EZRA D. COLE

Rare Postage Stamps
NYACK . NEW YORK

Commissions - Appraisals

TELEPHONE NYACK 7-0964

March 17th, 1953

Mr, Stanley B. Ashbrook,
P.. 0. Bex 31,
Fort Thomas, Kentucky.

Dear Stan:

Here is a funny little cover., Carrier rate. The
cover 1s not dated of course but the letter inside is,
and it is rather interesting. Tompkinsville is on Staten
Island, At that time I do not think it had anything to
do with the New York Post-office. It certainly was not
blg enough to have a carrler.

While it is an old town, I don't have any 1dea how
big it was, but certainly they had no carrier service in
North Madison, Conn.

—

/
Sincer 3
./
- ot
el
///
/

-

)
Ezgg;pd Cole.



March 20’ 19530

“Mr, Ezra D, Cole,
Nyuck, ¥.¥Y,

Dear Ezra:

Herewith the 3¢ plus 1+ cover as per yours of the 17th. This is
‘not a "carrier" but rather a prepaid Vay cover. Of course, this small
town of Tompkinsville did not have any Carrisr Service nor did New Madison,
Conn. This was from a soldier of the N.Y.National Guard, a member of the
Band, as I suppose, Trom his letter. He was stationed et some cappopr
concentration center on Staten Island. The nearest post office must have
bean "Tompkinsville" and he paid a l¢ Way fee to have his letter picked
~up by the mail-carrier and carried into the F,0. at Tompkinsville.

I cannot find & Tompkinsville, N.Y. in my present atlas so no doubt
in la_ter years it became a part of a lerger town or hed its name changed.
This was written in May 1861 just before the big trouble reelly started.

I think this is quite a nice little item and I suppose you intend to
put it into your 3¢ plus l¢ collection.

Regards,.

Yours ete.,

P.S.--0 enclose a typed cdpy of the letter,



Headquarters, May 20th/61
1st Regiment National Guard

Dear-Brother:

I wrote to you last week but did not expect you would answer it from the very
fact that after I had sent it I came to the conclusion that I had not given you
the directions. It entirely slipped my mind, you must excuse me. there are 4 of
us here and we are enjoying ourselves very well. We was up to cook room yesterday
noon to get our dinner the cry of fight was heard and then sung out for the guard as loud
as they could and in 2 minutes there was 200 men on the spot and about 40 men with
loaded muskets charge bayonets and they reached the spot and nothing was the matter
but they had found a big louce and they called the guard to take care of him I tell
you there was a laugh and no mistake but never mind that nmow a full dress parade
yesterday and they had about 15 or 20 thousand to witness the scene, the band have
nothing to only get a pass over the ferry and back as often as they wish free of
charge to N,Y. we have not got our uniform yet nor our instruments but we were measured
Saturday and we shall probably get our fixings abaut next friday or saturday and
get ready to go away about Sunday we are to go to Fort Monroe that is our orders now
I don't know how soon it will be xxxxxxxx hope we shall go we are living high we hawe
roast and boiled 3 times a day and good wheat bread and potatoes and baked beans and
pork so we shant starve at present. give my respects to Emm and Nell and Charlies
folks and the xxxxxxxxx tell them I am all right and I hope they are goodbye for now,

Your afectionate
brother
DW.G,

Direct to me in care of W, H. Allen -~ Col. lst reight

National Guards, Staten Island
N.B, = please buy me about 1.00 worth of postage stamps if you can possibly for I am
fixed so now that I can not get any on Staten Island in the barracks and about half
a dozen of them one cent stamps and if you haven't got any money get some get some
if you can for I have mot got any we had to sop in New York most a week so I spent
most all my money

Oblige your brother
D.w .G L3












A

1.8, XNo. 19844 0. S.A. ¥No. 483 S.JHA. No. 12627

Jack £. Molesworth
Dl\ilatehc Bvoker

102 Beacon
Boston 16, Massachusetts

March 25, 1953,

Dear Stan,

Here is another instance of the P,F!s
bungling that I thought you might like to know about,

The enclosed stamp was purchased by me in
the Harmer, Rooke & Co, Willock sale and then returned
as a forgery, in fact the very one described in the Iuff
Provisional Book in detail., It matches this description
perfectly, has dozens of slight but significant differences
in the design from a gamuine Type III, and has a type of
thén vaper all its own not common to anmy known genuine
Bear, In spite of this the P,F, has just issued a certi-
ficate verifying its authenticity,

Gordon Harmer just returned it to me with a
request for peyment and acceptance of it. This, of course,
I will not do and it disgusts me that they would ever send
it to the P.F. auyyway with the Brefutable proof given them
when it was returned including a two page summery of the
differences in the design which C, Turner Nearing prepared
for me with enlarged photos. In fact, I told Thatcher that
I didn't care what the P.,F, might say, it was a feke and I
wouldn't accept it.

Please send it right back by Air-Special so that
I can get it back to them,

I presume you have heard from Stone on the 2¢
Pan Am, Invert,..whet is your opinion of the P.F, on this?
I've twice talked him out of suing them, but wonder if such
action msy be the only thing that will make them alter their
waysl

With kind regerds,

,M\

P.S. I've sent the 20¢ 1869 to Ward and will let you know
what he says.



March 24, 1953.

Mr, Jack E. Molesworth,
102 Beacon St.,
Boston 16, Mass.

Dear Jack:

Thanks for sending me the St. Louis Bear and the P.F, certificate.
I have made photographic record for future reference because something
must be done about the situation. As you are aware, I am not a student
of the P.M,P. stamps and any knowledge that I have of any of them except
the 5¢ New York is second hand and not from my own study. While I am a
bit familiar with the Bear stamps I would not kid myself thet I could
render a reliable opinion. In this case, however, it does secem to me thsat
the P,F, is in error.

1 am aware of the fact thet Mr. Nearing has made a specialty of the
St. Louis stamps but I am not informed as to how thorough a study he has
made or if an opinion by him could be regarded as absolutely correct.

My advice is to send the stamp to Phil Ward. He has genuine copies
in his collection and he should be prepared to give you a correct opinion.

Yes, I wrote Stone yesterday on the Pan Invert end gave him since
very excellent advice,

With regards =

Sincerely yours,



* EZRA D. COLE

Rare Postage Stamps
NYACK . NEW YORK

Commissions . Appraisals

TELEPHONE NYACK 7-0964

March 26th, 1953

Mr, Stanley B. Ashbrook,
P, 0. Boxi3l;
Fort Thomas, Kentucky.

Dear Stan:

Just a bulletin., Nothing new on the Foundation.
I did have a talk with Caspary.

The latest thing is that damned if they did not
issue a certificate on a counterfeit 5¢ St. Louis saying
that it was genuine, but repaired.

Sincef///)l
S 3
EDC smkl é%ujD. Cole,
/'/l
st

"

[



EDC :mkl

EZRA D. COLE

Rare Postage Stamps
NYACK .- NEW YORK

Commissions - Appraisals

TELEPHONE NYACK 7;0964

Aprilk 1lst, 1953

Mr, Stanley B. Ashbrook,
2. 0. Bex 31,
Fort Thomas, Kentucky.

Dear Stan:

Here is the latest bloomer from the P, F., and 1t just
happened too.

This 1s the old counterfeit actually written up and
accurately described in the Luff book.

Will you please make a good photograph of the stamp and
also one of the Foundation's certificate for me. I just want
this as evidence. Return the stamp as quickly as you can.
There is a bare possibility of my being able to get all of
these and keep them mygself but I cannot be sure.

gigg ely,




i!pril 3' 1953-

Mr. Ezra D, Cole,
Nysck, N.Y,
Dear nzra:

I mede a photo enlarged of the St. Louis stamp when Molesworth
sent it to me - also of the P,F, certificate but as yet I have not made
any prints. In fact, I only glanch at the remarks in the Luff took and
made a few comparisons. It did seem to me that this thing is the counter-
feit that Luff described. If it is, we should use this in every way that
we can to force action by the Committee. If they refuse to listen to
reason then I think we should back Mole sworth up in court action to enjoin
them from issuing any certificates.

I know of no better weapon that has come into our hands than
this Bear stamp provided it is the counterfeit. I cqualify thus because I
am not any sort of an authority on the St. Louis stamps.

Keep me advised.

Rega rds.

Yours etc.,



THE PHILATELIC FOUNDATION
22 EAST 35 ™ STREET
NEW YORK 16, N.Y

EXPERT COMMITTEE

We have examined the enclosed.Unlied States..

(St.louls). 1846,..54,. . gray. 1ilac.

.Ren.cancel..

submitted by == Harmer, R

of which a photograph is attached .below
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45 Bromfield Street
BOSTON 8, MASSACHUSETTS

.....................

Enclosed please find stamps listed below:

Item Value

strip of three 5¢

1847's

Insurance $300.00
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Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook
33 N, Ft. Thomas Avenue
Fort Thomas, Kentucky

Dear 4r, Ashbrook:

Please find enclosed a horizontal strip
of three 5¢ 1847's. Would you please
look it over and tell me whether in
your opinion it is unused and whether
the gum appears to be original.

As usual, I expect you to let me know
what the charge is for your advice.

With kind regards
Sinqerely,

Samuel V. Paige
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Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook
33 N. Ft. Thomas Avenue

Fort Thomas, Kentucky
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April 1, 1953.

Mr, Samuel C, Paige,
45 Bromfield St.,
Boston 8, Mass.

Dear Mr. Paige:

Herewith I am returning the 5¢ 1847 strip of three as per
gours of the 26th. This item came to me by regular mail, and not
registered. I suppose you have it insured but nevertheless I don't
particularly care to have valuable items sent to me by ordinary mail.
{ am sure thet you ean appreciate the reason.

Regarding the strip which I am returning herewith. I have
spent quite a bit of time with this item and I have subjected it to
every test thet I have at my disposal. I have a faint suspicion that a
cancelation has been cleaned but none of my tests disclosed any such
evidence. + went over every spot with my bimocular microscope and failed
to find any evidence of a cleaning -~ under my lamp I could not find any
traces, then I made an enlarged photograph by the flourescent light and
no evidence of cleaning appeared on the plate. I wizl send you a print
later.

Rezarding the back of the stampe. I doubt if anyone could
state wibkh any certainty that the gup is "original," because if it is,
there is, in my opinion, only a trace of the original. Vhether this
"trace" is original or not L am unable to determine. I suppose thet it
could be.

In consideration of the above I find it impossible to cast
any suspicion on the strip and am, therefore, handing you the enclosed
letter.

My fee is $5.00 plus return postage of $1.21 - total $6.21. ? &

e

Sincerely yours,

:U m‘-'—;

;

A
50

1953,



April 1, 1953.

Mr., Samuel C. Paige,
45 Bromfield St.,
Boston 8, Mass.

Desxr Mr. Paige:

Regarding the horizontal strip of three
Us S. 5¢ 1847, which you submitted to me for examina-
tion. It is my opinion that this strip is unused,
thet is, thet it was never canceled, and thet no can-
celation has been cleaned from it. As for the trace
of the gum on the back, it is my opinion that very
little remains but I think it is possible that it
could be a trace of the original gum.

Stanley B. Ashbrook.



Member
ALSID. A A. P. S.

U.S. ENVELOPE SOCIETY
COLLECTORS CLUB OF N. Y.
U.S. CANCELLATION CLUB

3c 51-57 UNIT
R. I. PHILATELIC SOCIETY
NEW BEDFORD STAMP CLUB

J é g April 17, 1953
ﬂ(fe

“pr, Stanley B. Ashbrook

P. Us Box 37 ) g
33 N, Ft. Thomas Avenue

Fort Thomas, “entucky

Dear Mr. Ashbrook:

Please find enclosed my check for $6.21 in payment
of your fee and postage for looking over the strip
of 5¢ 1847 stamps. I was pleased with your opinion
as I felt that their color and appearance certainly
seemed as though they had not been cleaned or other-
wise monkeyed with.

It might interest you to know that the 1¢ 1851 stamp
Type IA with the curl on the shoulder (97L4) which

you looked at and which I listed in my last auction
has been returned by the successful bwdder because he
states that he thinks the stamp has been tampered with.
I guess it is just one of those things that we auction
dealers have to contend with. I certainly was not
trying to misrepresent the stamp for you may remember
you suggested that I 1list it as uncancelled and I even
went further and showed the catdlog value as a used
copy. However,"c'est la guere“and I feel sure that

I can dispose of the stamp to good advantage even if
not for the realized price of $325.00.

Please also find enclosed a list of prices realized
from my last sale as 1 thought you might like them *
for research purposes.

One other comment I would like to make is in regard
to my next auction to be held on June éth and in which
L1 am offering the George C. Willard collection of 1¢
1851's and 57's. There will be some 250 lots of these



Member
A.S. D. A. A. P. S.

U.S. ENVELOPE SOCIETY
COLLECTORS CLUB OF N.Y.
U.S. CANCELLATION CLUB

3¢ 51-57 UNIT
R. I. PHILATELIC SOCIETY
NEW BEDFORD STAMP CLUB

April 17, 1953

Mr. Stanley £. Ashbrook

stamps. I could not afford the cost, or perhaps I
should szy the owner could not afford the cost, of
having you check all of the lots for plating, varieties,
etc. OSo, I did the next best thing andevlisted the
services of one of our foremost collectors and I feel
sure that the stamps will be listed as correctly as is
possible without your assistance. I will be sending
you one of these ¢ talogs via first class mail and
will appreciate your comments or remarks should you
have any. Please also feel free to ask to see any

of these lots if you so desire.

With best regards
Sincerely,
*Q;%Zpua.éizﬁ?x;

Samuel C. Paige



April 21, 1953.

Mr. Samuel C. Paige,
45 Bromfield Street,

Boston 8, Mass.
Dear Mr., Paige:

Thanks very much for yours of the 17th with check for $6.21.

I note your remarks about the 1l¢ 1851 = 97L4 - being returned
by the buyer who thought the stamp had been “fixed" in some way. There
are all sorts of people in philately, many of whom we eould well do with-
out, but they have always been with us and always will be. What I earnestly
try to do is to have no contacts whatsoever with the priff-raff and cheap-
skates., I think I succeed to a certain extent.

Thanks for the list of prices realized at your sale. I am
pleased to have this and intend to check it carefully.

I note that you are to have a sale in June with a2 collection of
l1¢ and I will certain watch for the catalogue. I do not recall that I ever
had any correspondence with Mr. Willa#d.

My kindest regards.

Sincerely yours,



PENNYFACKER 5-3237

PHIEIPIH SWIARD, JR.
1616 WALNUT STREET
PHILADELPHIA 3

March 26, 1953

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook
33 N. Ft. Thomas Avenue
Fort Thomas, Ky.

Dear Stan:

Here is the cover showing the strip
of three of the 10¢ and single 5¢ of the imper-
forate stamps on cover addressed to Germany. The
cancellation looks to be Milwaukee and I hope
that at this date there will be some rate of this
amount prevailing. The 5¢ stamp certainly is a
magnificent copy with four margins and it would
be difficult to believe that someone would ruin
a nice copy like this by adding it to the cover.

I am anxious to know your opinion
which, as I stated, I trust will not be published.
I see from the back of the cover that this is
=from the Henry Gibson collection which I sold
at auction sometime back. From the marking on
the back, he bought it from me at $250. Where I
got it, I cannot say. I do not recall buying
it individually and it must have come in one of
the collections that I acguired.

PHILIP H. WARD, JR.

ence.
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Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook e
33 N. Ft. Thomas Avenue 29«‘1689
| Fort Thomas, Ky.







March 28, 1953.

Mr. Philip H. Ward, Ig.,
1616 Walnut St.,
Philadelphia 3, Pa.
Dear ;hil:

Just a line to acknowledge receipt of yours of the 26th with
the cover to Germany. Theré is ebsolufely no question but whet the 5¢
did not originate on this cover and in this case I will be able to prove
it to you without any question of a doubt this is really a very amateur
Sit of faking. I doubt if Zareski would turn out such & bum joh, I
will return the cover to you next week as I want to meke some photographs.
0f course, I will not publicize this item in any way wheatsoever.

I note that this cover was not in the Gibson collection of
foreign rate covers thet he loaneéd to me some years ago. I surely would
have caucht it at thet time. Don't see how I overlooked it in the Gibson
sale.

Regards.

Yours ete.,



PENNYPACKER 5-3237

PHILIP H. WARD, JR.
1618 WALNUT STREET
PHILADELFHIA 3

March 30, 1953

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook
33 N, Ft. Thomas Avenue
Fort Thomas, Ky.

Dear Stan:

I have your letter of the 28th and re-
gret to note that you do not feel the 5¢ 1851 on the cover
was actually used with the 10¢ strip. I will be glad to have
your further notes.

This was in the Gibson collection when
it was sent to you and it is my thought that you may have over-
-looked it, just as you overlooked it when it was in his auction.

It seems to me that I have another cover
to Germany in the later fifties with the same rate, although I
may be in error. I am going to look it up and if I find this
is the case I will send you the other cover. I am frank in
telling you that the postmark on my cover on the 5¢ looks as if
it might have been put on simply to tie the stamp, otherwise
I think the whole marking would have appeared on the cover. I
was not convinced when I sent it to you that it was good. I, how—
ever, could not see why anyone would take a nice unused copy
with four margins and add it to the cover for it would have
brought more alone than on this cover. I can find no traces of a pen
cancellation cleaned with a glass, although I have not put it under
a lamp.

-l
7

Stcere rs,

PHILIP H. WARD, JR.



Kpril 1, 1953.

Mr. Philip H. Ward, Jr.’
1616 Walnut St.,
Philadelphia 3, Pa.

Dear Phil:

Herewith your cover with the "35¢ rate" to Germany, This use
was June 1856, There was no 35¢ rate to Prussia at thet time or at any
other time. See my One Cent Book - Vol. 2 - page 344 - Fig. 56EE. Note
"Prugsia" - these pages are from the 1857 P.L, ¢ R, but in 1856 the rates
to Prussia were the same. You will note there were four routes and rates
and no other, viz:

By Prussian Closed Mail ccecssccnscnsssancs 30¢
By Bromon MBIl csceesincnsnenponosnnsnsinn 15¢

™ By H&mbuI‘gMﬂil 00009000 0000000000088ER00O0 l5¢
By French Mail sescessssssssossvessennlly per l/‘
By French Mail oo.oooo.o.o.-nnoooc.oc42¢ per 1/2

There were no other routes and no other rates.

Your cover went by "P.C.M." at 30¢ per 1/2 oz. Our share was 23¢
and the Prussian was 7¢, hence the credit of 7 in the red N.Y. postmark. In
my Service some months ago, 1 gave a full description of the "Prussian Closed
Mail."

As I wrote you, the 5¢ 1856 was not used originally on this cover.
The stamp is a cleaned copy (no one would use an unused). This is a very
peculiar shede for this 5¢ stamp. Did thet not occur to you? This color is
probably due to the cleasning material that was used to remove a former cancel.
The faker, in a clumsy manner, attempted to imitate the "WIS" of the genuine.
In his fake imitation, the top of the "1" measures 4% MM from the outer circle
of the postmark, whereas the original measures 3% M,

I think you whould remove the 5¢ stamp from this cover and, of
course, if you sell it, it should be described as a cleaned oopy with a fake
cancel. The Hollowbush 5¢ Brick is just as silly as this one.

It is very difficult to impress upon collectors that U, S. Mail
had to go by certain official routes. When they get hold of a fake cover such
as this, and they cannot explain the rate, they get the idea that there must
have been some other route to the destination and thet a different rate applied
to that mythical route. This certainly applies 100% to the Hollowbush cover
with a 35¢ rate to France. How utterly obsurd.




ﬂ‘Z: Mp, Philip H, Ward, Jr.' April 1’ 1953.

Phil I have been feeling rotten with a bad cold and haven't
had time to get around to your other letters but I will do so today.

Regards.

Sincerely yours,

P.S.-=0One more word regarding the 5¢ 1856 - Under a strong glass you will find
traces of "red" - (very small) in the mergin of the stamp to right. This is
a trick that is used by Zaereski. 1 beliefe thet he made the Knapp 1847 fake
cover and he used this same irick - put small spots of red ink on the 10¢ 1847
stamp to make it appear thet it was actually used on that cover. This was one

of the main features of the Knapp fake that fooled the Expert Committee of the
Foundation.



April 1, 1953.

Mr. Philip H, Ward, Jr.,
1616 VWalnut St.,
Philadelphia 3, Pa.

Dear Phil:

Further re - the 5¢ 1856 cover., In my letter of the 28th, I
stated that this cover was not in the Gibson collection of foreign covers that
he sent me some years ago. I had no record of it prior to the Gibson sale
in 1944, and I overlooked it in thet sale. Looking over that sale, I note
Lot 71. This has 20¢ whereas the rate was 30¢, but in the description of the
lot there is no mention of a 10¢ missing payment, I note this cover went
to order so you probably know where it is today. Is it in your collection?

This cover went to Germany by "B.C.M." (Prussian Closed Mail) -
Note the red New York with a "7" credit. Note Lot 73 - the 30¢ "P.C.M." rade
to Germany with the "7" credit. Lot 68 went by "P.C.M." but thru Germany to
Switzerland, hence the extra 5¢ to pay transit Trom Germany to Switzerland,.
This cover has a "12" credit - (7¢ plus 5¢). All covers by "P.C.M." to
Switzerland have 35¢ rates and if psid a credit in red of 1l2¢.

Lot 72 was a P.C.M, 30¢ rate with the 7¢ credit but someone cut
out a 5¢ from the block. In your description you stated "one stamp removed."

Note Lot 85. This was "paid only to England” - by American Packet -
a 2 x 21¢. A letter over 1/2 ounce - going to Berlin. This was in 1856,
After arrival in England it was transmitted to Berlin just the same &s letter
originating in G.B. and sent unpaid. Paid to England, meant paid to the British
frontier.

Note Lot 147 - 30¢ by P.C.M., also Lot 149, Lot 166 shows 2 x 30
by P.C.M. with 2 x 7 credit. Lot 150 is similar - Note 176 by P.C.H.

There were a number of covers to Rmssia in the Gibson sale by
P C MY

Yours etec.,



PENNYPACKER 5-3237

PHILIP H. WARD, JRr.
1616 WALNUT STREET
PHILADELPHIA 3

April 14, 1953

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook
33 N. Ft. Thomas Avenue
Fort Thomas, Ky.

Dear Stan:

Thanks for your detailed letter of the
10th in regards to the two covers showing a strip
of three of the 10¢ together with an additional
5¢ stamp. I am going to have access to a stronger
light, which has recently come upon the market,
and will examine my copy to see if I can find any
trace of a cancellation. If Zareski or anyone
else has discovered a means of cleaning stamps
so that the cancellation cannot be seen with any
lamp or otherwise, I am afraid we have something
to really worry about and that will be, cleaned
stamps where the market will be larger than would
be the case for faked covers. I still do not
believe that any stamp can be cleaned which can-
not be seen in some way.

I would prefer that you not mention my
cover in any way or quote from my letter in re-
gards to the cover.

Looking forward with pleasure to your
further communications,

Sificer urs,

/e

PHILIP H. WARD, JR.



April 17 » 195} °

My, Philip H. Werd, Jr.,
1616 ¥alnut St.,
Philedelphia 3, Pa.

Dear Phil:

I have yours of the 14th and sagain 1L wish to assure you that I
will make no reference in eny way, shape or form to your cover with the 5¢
1856, 1 suppose you fear that I might trest it as I did the Hollowbush
cover but thast was an exceptional case. I denounced that cover because
Ueorge Sloane had written it up in STAVPS as the earliest known use of the
_ 5¢ 1857 orick Red. This was misrepresentation, and false informetion. How=
ever, in the case of your cover, I have no feud with it whatsoever, it is
nothing in my iife and in fact it is entirely immaterial %o me whether anyone
thinks my opinion of it is right or wrenge. About the only way you would
hear from me is that if it was ever submitted to me for my opinion I would
state that the 5¢ stamp was ot used originally on the cover.

: 1 was interested in your remarks re - a new "light" that has come
on the market. I would have my doubts until T was convinced that any quartz
lamp would show up evidence of cancelation removals by an "Expert." I believe
that Cheavin of London with his experiments with the X-ray is the most pro-
ficient method. He seems to be able to show up any kind of monkey-business,
You are wrong - iffi my opinion - if you believe that an old stamp cannot be cleaned
of & cancelation and leave no trace under the finest Hanovia lamp.

With regards -

Yours etc,,

\27-14)



MORRISON CAFETERIA COMPANY

INCORPORATED

Birmingham, Alabama.
Thursday, April 2, 1953.
Mr. Stanley B. Aghbrook,
33 No. Ft. Thomas Ave.,
Fort Thomas, Ky.

Dear Stan,

I am quite shocked and also sorry for you to have lost another
close friend in Harold Stark. I have never met him of course but thru you
have felt like I did know him. It almost scares one today the number of
close friends I have that are kicking off thru heart trouble. Two this
past week here. I guess you and I had better slow down, dont you think.
For your sake I am glad the deal for the Brook's collection was consumated
in full beforehand.

Now, as to how are you getting along. You have not told me in
a long time about your gall-stone trouble. I note you have quite a mean cold,
which I can testify are hard to get rid of. I wish you could have had some
Florida sunshine this winter. I haven®t seen much of it myself this time.
Did the Detroit folks ever make that trip?

I sure did forget to thank you for the gadget you sent me with
the various banknote papers. It is and will be very helpful. I have it "put
up" for future use. I will be most happy to have you use and print my block
of 90¢ 1879s and use my name if you so desire. Do you mean for me to send
it up to photograph? If so I will gladly do so and at once. .

I dont know why Karen sends me a catalog. I know him of course'
at the various auctions and also since he hangs around Sy's place. But there
are a lot of auction catalogs I get that are sent me since they have no way
of checking whether I buy or not since I always buy thru Ezra. Folks like
Mozian, Mercury, Billig & Rich, Stolow., from whom I never buy.

Here is the cover with the 12¢ 1851 on it. It was mailed as
you see May lst and received May 30th 1855 in California. On May lst or April
25th 1855 when it was written the rate was of course 10¢ since the effective
date of April 1y 1855. So as I figure it he had only available for use at
that date the 1¢-3¢ and 12¢ 1851. The 10¢ came into use on the 19th of May.
The way I figure it he had no 1¢ or 3¢ at hand and just overpaid the rate by
2¢. The corner card is written 2lso in long hand’on the back. Not neceasary
to register just the one cover. They have the costs up too high and I have
never lost a letter after all these yearse

Sincerely,



April 5 ’ 1953-

Mr. Emmerson C. Krug,
3008 - 13th Ave., South,
Birmingham, Ala.

Desr IEm:

Yours of the 2nd came ot noon today., I note the B. postmark is
"Ap 2 - 9 ",M," Not bad.

I return the 12¢ 1851 cover. It is a queer looking item and
sure does look suspicious but I believe it is genuine. Here is the reason =
If the receipt notation is genuine and it looks as if it is, then this use
must have been in April - May 1855. Uear in mind that at thet particular
period there was no 10¢ stamp, though the rate became 10¢ on April 1, 1855.
It would be silly to assume that a strip of three 3¢ and a single ¥ was
removed .and this 12¢ substituted, so it is only logical to assume that this
12¢ stamp did actually originate on this letter., This letter was posted =t
Boston on May lst to catch the New York seiling of May 5th for Panama. It
reached S.F, some 25 days later which was correct time via Panama at that
particular period.

Yes, the passing of Harold Stark was quite a shock and I sure
will miss him. L had no idea he had anything the metter with his heart and
I doubt if he was aware of it. He thought he had an sttack of indigestion.
He wes the leader in the D.,P,S, and he will be sorely missed, Charlie
Shierson was his closest friend and he went over there early Vednesday. I
hed a long talk with him after his return that hight. Yes, it was very
fortunate that the Brooks transaction was entirely cleared before he was
stricken.

It was just about a year ago that I had thet gall stone trouble,
I have not had a return since. Seems to me if it had been as bad as the
Doctors thought it was 1 would have had more attacks since. However, 1 am &
bit careful about fats and cream. Yes, I had a very mean cold for a week =
started with a sore throat and I sure felt miscrable for cquite a spell. Guess
I picked up a germ - everybody seems to have had attacks.

Re = the 90¢ '79 block. + made & nice photo snd will use it in my
May lst Service. Thanks.

4+ am sending the cover back by registered mail because I recently
lost some nice covers thet I mailed to the Methodist Minister here in Fort
Thomas. How could such a letter go astray? 1 think some postal employee stole
it, so I am not taking eny risks. I didn't have any evidence thet I mailed 1t
to the Reverend.

Regards.

Yours ets.,



Arril 4, 1953.

Mr, Jack E. Molesworth,
102 Beacon St.,
Boston 16, Mass.

Dear Jack:

Re - the two 5¢ 1856 covers. These were uses in November 18356,
showing pavments of the U, 3. Internal of 5¢ per half ounce - Via England.
When such mail reached France, the postage due was from the U, S. frontier,
but the rating was per grammes, ie., fraetions of grommes. One of these
has 13 decimes due, (about 25¢ U,S.) - the other has 16 decimes due (about
30¢ U.S8.). I suppose the first weighed under 1/4 gramme, hence the "13"
whereas the other weighed 1/4 sramme, hence the "16" due.

As you are doubtless aware, a quarter of an ounce wis more than a
quarter of a gramme.

Further re - these two covers. The Collins Line \hmer. Pkt) sailed
on Ssturdays, the Cunard steamers every other Vednesday fmm Boston and Few
Yoric.

Your Nov. 12 cover was & sailing from New York on Wednesday, Nov.
12 (1856). TYour other cover shows New York Nov. 18 (1856). This was .
Tuesday which meant this was sent to catch the Nov. 19, 1856 sailihg from
Boston. Note the French receipt postmark on the face of this cover - It reads -
"Peg. /m", This was an error - it should have resd "Br" or "Brit." because
this letter was not carried to Britain by a Collins Line steamer (Amer, Pkt)
but by a Cunard ship - or "Br Pkt, "

Regards. :
Yours etc.,

Copy to
JoGeFyjeckenstein



¥
/< April 4, 1953.

Mr, Jack E, Molesworth,
102 Beacon St.,
Boston 16, Mass.

Dear Jack:

Herewith the two covers as per yours of the lst. I am enclosing
a separate letter on the two 5¢ 1856 and sending a copy to Jack Fleckenstein.

Hsrold Stark died suddenly of a heart attaek. Tuesday night. 1
called Mrs. ¥leckenstein Wednesday morning about his death and she had heard
it and was trying to get Jack on the phone in Boston. Jvidently when he was
in your offiée, she had not succeeded in reaching him. As you know, Stark
was a very close friend to J’ack;

Thanks for your check of £3.50 which squeres us up to datee

I was pleased to learn thet Phil Ward agreed with me on the 90¢
1869.

Also thenks Jack, for the 1852 stampless. I will add it to my
reference collection labeling it with your compliments.

With regagds -

Cordially yours,
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April 6, 1953.

Mr. HEugene Jaeger,
34 Sumner Ave.,
Norwood 7, Rele

Dear m%. Jaeger:

I have before me a copy of a letter that I wrote you on Feb, P4th
lest, but I find thet I never received any reply. + am wondering if you
wrote me and the letter went astray? I mention this hecause, seversl letters
of mine have been lost in the mail recently,

This week I was shcwm two covers, both from New Orleans to France
in the month of November 1856, Both had singles of the 5¢ 1856, One had a
French Due of "13" decimes, the other a due of "16" decimes., Both went by
Cunard stesmers, one a Cunard New York seiling, the other by a Cunard Boston
sailing. As sailings vere every other Wednesday from Poston and New York.
One of these covers bears the "New York Br, Pikt" marking of “NOV 12" (Vednes~
day) (1856), The other has New York Br. Pkt. of "NOV 18" (Tuesday) (1856).
This went up to Boston to catch the Wednesday sailing of the 19th. This cover
with the N,¥Y, NOV 18 shows & due of 16 deeimes. UWhet is your explanetion?
Strange to relate, the French receiving postmark reads - "ET = UNIq SERV =
AN - A - Q" \

A "16% due aceording to your table applied to & letter of less than
half an ounce carried to England by an fmer, Pkt., The French due would have
been over 7.50 grsmme., Do you suppose an error wes made in stamping the French
receipt postmark at Calais and hence bedause of this the Paris office stamped
#16" due, whereas the due should have been 26 decimes? In other words, the
Calais marking indicated the letter was carried acrose the Atlantic %o England
by a Collins Line ship., According to my records a Collins Line ship was not
scheduled to sail until Saturday, Nov, 22, and thies letter is postmarked New York
KOV 18 18 (Tuesday), evidently plemty of ‘bimo to reach Bogton for the Cunard sailing
‘the next day. Oould it be possible it was held over for the Saturdsy sailing?
If so, then the 5¢ rate should have been 21¢ and the Calais marking was corrsect
and the French due of "16" decimes was also correct. If you would like to see
photographs of these two covers, I will be glad to send them % you.

i1 am enclosing herewith a cover for which I have no explanation. Here
cover from Aghens, Ga. in July 1857 to Paris, France, with a payment of 26¢

paid and 10 decimes due with New York “im, Pkt." On back is a British marking.
Everything seems 18 to be | wrong. This a sue during the Treaty period = but no

eredit or debit and a "G.5." markinge. I lifted the stamps to see if there was any
monkey-business - and annarently found none. CUan you offer sny explamation to
account for this very unusual cover? I enclose stamped addressed anvelope for reply.

Sincerely yours,



ROBERT BEALE
ATTORNEY AT LAW CABLE ADDRESS

405 CENTRAL TOWER ROBEAL-SAN FRANCISCO

MARKET AT THIRD STREET TELEPHONE

SAN FRANCISCO 3,CALIFORNIA YUKON 6-1365

April 6 ) 1953.

Mr, Stanley Ashbrook,
33 N. Fort Thomas Ave,,
Fort Thomas, Kentucky.

Dear Mr., Ashbrook:

Recently I came into possession of four covers, letters written by
John C, Bull, 1lst Officer of the Barque Tasso, to his sister, Miss Elizabeth
S. Bull at Hanover, Massachusetts, written in 1845, 1846 and 1847, two of
them being covers mentioned by you on pe. 299 of vole 11 of your book on the

1¢ stamp of 1851=57, namely the items dated: (1) "Sky Francisco, California,
October 16th, 1845," and (2) "San Francisco, Oct, 21st, 1846",

I do not have the other two items described by Mr, Brazer, to wit:
letters of Oct, 19th, 1845 and of April 30, 1847, my other two letters being
described as follows:

(3) Ietter dated: "Barque Tasso, St, Pedro, California, Dec, 9th

1845"("San Francisco, 18th January 1846"). There is a P,S. by the author
statins: "this letter was begun the 9th of December and finished the 18th

of Jamary, the ship sdls the 24th"; and in the body of the letter he writes:
"This you will receive from Mr, Goodhue the 1lst Officer of the Ship
Admittance who has promised me faithfully to deliver them in person eecee

I wrote a letter two months ago which I intended to have sent by the Whale
Ship Sarah, but she went to the other side of the Bay to water, and in lieu
thereof I wrote you a short one in her cabin which I hope you have received,
I now send the original by the Admittance.® (The original must be the cover
dated "St, Francisco, California, October 16, 1845, described as the
earliest cover known to you from San Francisco)., This cover bears the
notation in the lower left cormer "Per Ship Admittance," It would appear;
(a) that this is in reality also a San Francisco cover, begun at St, Pedro,
but finished at San Francisco Jan, 18, 1846 and dispatched from there on
Jan, 24th, 1846; and (b) that these two covers reached their destination on
the East éoast at the same time, and that (¢) perhaps a third cover
(Brazer's: St. Francisco, Oct. 19, 1845) was the first to reach its Eastern
destination from San Francisco.

Would you consider that the Oct, 16th, 1845 item is still the earliest
cover from San Francisco? Also, I wonder if any earlier cover has come to
light since the publication of your book?

NOTE: As to Item (2), "San Francisco, California, Oct, 21st, 1846" bearing

note in lower left cormer "Care of Messrs, Wm, Appleton & CO., No, 36 lewis
Wharf, Boston", the body of the letter recites: "When I commenced this I

did think of sending it by the Ship Sterling Capt. Vincent who will sail in
about two months for Boston and the reason of my writing so soon is because



Mr. Stanley Ashbrook - Page Two April 6, 1953.

that I must have my letters here for him or lose the chance of sending them,
as in a few days we sail for the ILeeward Parts,) but the Barque Don Quixotte
Ssails in a day or two for the Sandwich Isles and I will send this and
Melissa's (his wife) by her to be forwarded to the U.S., by the first vessel
and run the risk of their getting home before Brothers E and A's letters
that I shall send by the Sterling,™

(4) Letter dated: "St, Djego, California, January 20th, 1847",

In the lower left corner there appears the notation: "Care of Messrs
Appleton & Coe, Noe 37 lewis Wharf, Boston.,™ It appears to bear a postal
rate marking of a very large "1lO"™ in black, about 30 mm, wide and probably
20 mm, in height, It is struck at right hand top and the upper third or so
of the marking is missing,.

This would appear to be an extremely early postal marking on a cover
from California (St. Diego) after it became a part of the United States, The
author writes: "California now belongs to the United States the particulars

ou will learn ters to Melissae," (I do not overlook the numerous
covers stamped as forwarded by Iarkin from Monterey —- but perhaps these are
in a different category, both before and after 1846-1847? I would appreciate
any comment you may have),

As to its means of transport, the author has added the following
notation at the beginning, apparently after writing the letter: "This will be

forwarded by the U.S, Prize Brig Malek Adhal (sic) which sails with government
dispatches in a day of two", (presumptively from St, Diego.)

Each of these letters have a pencilled number on the back, apparently
placed thereon by some former owner being 3, 6, 5 and 7 on my covers listed as
(1), (2), (3) and (4) in the order named, My inference is that there must
have been, then, in one ownership 2 covers dated earlier than Oct. 16, 1845, and
one, number 4, between the dates of Oct. 16 and Dec, 9, 1845, Brazerts
described cover of Oct. 19th could be number 4, The letter of Oct, 16, begins
by stating that the author has just finished one letiter to the sister (and one
to Melissa his wife), which if received might have been mumber 2, There is no
indication where numbers 1 and 2 might have been written,

I am writing this to you to furnish the additional information, if
you do not already have it, and to inquire if the 3 San Francisco items are
still the earliest from this city according to your records, and also as to the
status of the St, Diego letter in this regards If you wish to see the covers,
I will be happy to send them for your inspection,

I also have in mind disposing of them to the best advantage and wonder
if you have any suggestions, If I do so, I also have in mind permitting the
Bancroft Library to make microfilm photos for their records on the chance they
might not gravitate in the future to one of the permanent California Libraries
or Historical Societies,

I will appreciate hearing from you at your convenience,

\\
Sincqrg]y yours, \3\ {
’5\ \ % k \(;_,Qak i
\Robert Beales



Apl‘il 9, 1953

Mr. RObert Behle.
405 Central Tower,
Market at Third St.,
San Francisco 3, Calif,

Dear Mr. Beale:

I am in receipt of yours of the 6th and
wish to stete that I have never seen or heard of any
earlier uses from S.1s than those listed in my One
Cent bOOk, Vol. 2.

I am wondering if you have mentioned your
covers to Hdgar Jessup or to Dr. Polland? It is my
recollection that Jessup has an early use from San
Francisco but not as early as October 1846, therefore,
1 believe that he would probably be as much interested
in acquiring your covers as anyone else., However, if
for any reason you would prefer to place them in my
hands.for sale I will be more than pleased to accommodate
youes I would like very much to borrow the covers and
photograph them for my records. May I thank you very
much for your interesting letter which I will carefully
file for future reference.

Sincerely yours,



RAYNOIR HUBBILEL

SPECIALIZING IN THE PURCHASE OF OLD STAMPS
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April 7, 1953.

Mr. Kaynor Hubbell,
% Seelbach Hotel,
Lou#sville, Ky.

Dear Mr. Hubbell:

Your registered letter of Friday did not reach me until
Monday morning. I doubted if I could get a reply to you before you
left for Louisville so I am sending this to you to the above address.

ﬁarawith the "NEWBERNE" item that you enclosed. I suppose
this was intended to be a Confederate Postmaster Provisional but I
can assure you thet it is a fake, probably made years ago by "S. Allan
Taylor" of Boston. At least it has the appearance of the numerous
fakes made by thet crook.

S8incerely yours,



STANLEY B. ASH
PO, Box
33 N._Ft. Thomas Agé

Received from:

FORT THOMAS,

eRolond T Hoblcins

1Y)y, Fvee mason. . d

NORFOLK. (o) Va.

THIS RECEIPT DOES NOT PROVIDE FOR INDEMNIFICATION
T. 8. COVERNMENT PRINTING OFFI0R  5—10325 POSTMASTER.




ROLAND E. HOPKINS
111 W. FREEMASON STREET
NORFOLK 10, VIRGINIA

OHI0 SESOUIOENTENN

Mr., Stanley Ashbrook
Fort Thomas
Kentuckye..

Sell me your Confederate Stamps, boys - the South won't rise again



STAMPS: Appraised, Bought, Sold and Exchanged

ROLAND E. HOPKINS
111 W. FREEMASON STREET
NORFOLK 10, VIRGINIA

A.P. S. 27141 M. A.C.S. A. 311
C. S. A. 611 N.P.S. 6

Apr. 7 1953

Col. Stanley Ashbrook CSA
Ft. Thomas,
Kentucky

My Dear Col.

At the suggestion of Raynor Hubbell I am
sending the enclosed 2 covers to you for your
comments and opinions. From a recent find
involving the Davis coorespondence from
Albany Ga. Containing 3 very fine Postmaster
Provisionals dated Oct. & Nove. of 1861, I
find the enclosed Albany PAID 25, The Albany
markings show exactly the same characteristics
as the enclosed although this is a poor im-
pression because of the contents. Due to the
nature of this cover I suppose that it contained
a handkercheilf or something similar. Now my
questions are;; 1s this to be considered as
a handstamp Paid 25 or a Postmaster provisional?
And is not this an unusual rate?????? The
other cover from another sorse has the unusual
'JAN' marking. Have you ever seem anything like
this and what could it mean???

I will be deeply 1lndebted to you for
your trouble and comments. Return postage

enclosed.
Very truly yours,
i, £ Al

CSHA &



April 9, 1953.

Mr. nHoland X. Hopkins, '
111 %, Freemsson Ste.,

Dear Mr. Hopkinsz
Herewith the two covers as per yours of the 7th.

Re - the Albany, ‘a. While the postmark da%te is not legible, I
suppose it could have been a use in October 1861, At that time, the Con-
federate postage was 5¢ per 1/2 oz. for distances up to 500 miles and 10¢
for over that number. As Albany was within 500 miles of Marion, Ala., I
Judge this letter required a 5 times 5¢ rate, because of the weight. Of
course, this could not possibly be a Postmaster Provisional, but rather a
letter with the nostace paid in cash at time of mailing or by charge to the
sender, This would be the same as a handstamped paid, though the "paid" and

~the amount in this case are in manuseript. Tius a "Menuseript Paid." I
believe that the Dietz catalogue defines the difference between a P.i. Pro-
visional end a "handstamped Paid." May I recommend the deseription to youe

- I know of no explanation for the "JAN" on the other cover.

Sincerely yours,

Copy to Raynor Hubbell



U. S. Notes

By PHILIP H. WARD, JR.

1616 Walnut St., Phila. 3, Pa.  April 3, 1953

7

The Franklin Carrier Stamp

When the Post Office Department decided to reissue all of
our earlier postage stamps for distribution at the Centennial
Exhibition in Philadelphia in 1876, the Franklin Carrier was in-
cluded in the list to be reprinted. From correspondence we have
located, it seems that some of the stamps were printed on the hard
white paper such as used for the “Specimen” departments for it
was thought that the original Franklin Carrier were printed on
white. An old employee of the bank note company, however,
“recollects that it was a pink paper”. Some of the old original
pink paper which had been put aside some twenty five years
earlier was located and this was used for these reprints. Its slight
difference in shade may be due to the deterioration of the paper
while stored away. Unused copies of the originals, unless with
" original gum, are most difficult to distinguish from some of the
reprints. The reprints are available in several shades of pink
paper but we believe this to be due to the effect of time and
climatic conditions on the paper. The reprints, of course, were
issued without gum.

About six copies of the reprints on white paper exist, all
perforated. These we believe were found in the Steele papers
and stamps acquired some years back by John A. Klemann of the
Nassau Stamp Company. Mr. Steele was an employee of the
bank note company. It is our recollection that these stamps were
in a block but blocks were of little interest ini the early days so
that it was broken and today a horizontal pair, which was in the
Col. Green collection, is the only multiple known. The variety

is consequently quite rare and, of course, deserves catalogue rank.

From the correspondence which follows it will be noted
that 10,000 of the reprints were destroyed by the department in
July 1884.

“U. S. POSTAGE STAMP and ENVELOPE AGENCY

New York, May 3 1875
Sir:

In reply to your Telegram of this day ‘When will Carrier
stamps on last order be forwarded’, it has been thus far impossible
to find in New York any paper to match the originaly hence the
delay — No endeavors are being, or will be spared, to obtain the
paper at the earliest possible moment —

Respy Yours
D. M. Boyd Agt
pr. Wm. Henry Brown
Wm. M. Ireland Esq
Acting Third Asst P.M. Genl
Washington, D. C.”

“U. S. POSTAGE STAMP and ENVELOPE AGENCY.
New York, May 5th 1875
Sir:

Enclosed please find a sheet of Stamps taken as a Specimen
of the Carrier Stamp (Franklin Head) issue of 1851. It is print-
ed on paper that the contractor says ‘is the nearest to the en-
closed specimen stamp he can find if said stamp is printed on
tinted paper’ I have submitted the ‘Specimen Stamp’ enclosed to
Mr. McDonough of the National Bank Note Co. and he says it
is printed on wbhite paper. Please return the Specimen stamp
with your opinion

Respectfully &c
D. M. Boyd
Agent
Hon. E. W. Barber
Third Asst. P. M. Gen'l
Washington D C.”
“Philada. May 7. 1875.
Wm. M. Ireland, esq
Actg 3rd Asst. P.M. General.
\/\?ashington. | i, A
Sir:

In reply to your favor of the 6th inst. I have to say that
I do not personally remember (it was ‘before my day’) whether
the Franklin Carrier stamp was printed in 1851 on white or pink
paper by Toppan, Carpenter & Co., — l

An old employee, however, of that firm, now in my service,
recollects that 1t was a pink paper; and oddly enough I have in
my possession some pink sheets of paper which tradition informs
me were used to print this Franklin stamp in old time days. I
have hunted up a sheet and inclose it for your examination.

Very Restfly Yrs,
Jos. R Carpenter”

“U. S. POSTAGE STAMP and ENVELOPE AGENCY.

s New York, June 14th 1875
ir:

Yours of May 27th (‘C. No. 254. Vol 18.%) rec’d.

Mr Carpenter informs me he has on hand about 1000 or
1500 sheets of pink paper such as the Carrier Stamp of the
issue of 1851. (Frankiin Head) was printed on which he says
are at the disposal of the Dep’t. wherever they may order them.
This will make about 100,000 stamps

Respectfully &c
D. M. Boyd
agent
Hon. E. 'W. Barber
Third Asst’t. P. M. Genl
Washington D.C.”
“POST OFFICE DEPARTMENT
OFFICE OF
THIRD ASSISTANT POSTMASTER GENERAL
Washington, D. C. July 15, 1884
Mem;

The stamps in this case, (Carrier stamps ot 1851) which
possess no value as stamps for paying postage — were misprinted
by the contractors when the Dept. first decided to sell specimens
of back issues, and have been retained in the Division of Postage
Stamps of this office ever since. They were this day turned
over to me by the Chief of the Division — Thomas P. Graham —
and will, by order of the 3rd Asst. Postmaster General, be de-
stroyed.

Madison Davis,
Ch. Clk. Offc 3d Asst. P.M. General.
See certificate of destruction on back of case.”
“Letter. G No. 309 Vol. 36
10,000 — One cent.
(Franklin) Carrier
stamps, Issue of 1851
Counted by
G. F. White
D. C. Fountain
July 15, 1884”
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Mr. Stanley Ashbrook,
%8 North Fort Thomas Avenue,
Fort Thomas, Kentucky.

Dear Stan

George Leurssen, Vice President of The Carpenteer Steel Co., Reading, Pa.
has just told me at Rotaery Club that he has acquired the 90¢ 1861 on cover from the
i/’ Roosevelt collectlion; I think it is three times the 30 cent rate to Hong Kong.

I told him to write you and if you wanted to see it, to send it to you for
photographing and recording. However, since talking to him I have thought that you
are probably awsre of its exlstence and maybe already have a photograph of it. I do
not think.it has been "expertised" and Leurssen was thinking of sending it to The
Philatelic Foundation to have it checked. I think it is a Delano cover.

Shandr and I are leaving to-morrow morning for Washington to attend the
Hell dinner end after that will go to the Washington Spciety meeting.

I think you know that Leurssen has & 90¢ 1869 on cover which Bartels
originally sold; a 10¢ stamp was missing and has been repleced. I do not know whether
George has ever had this expertized or whether you have ever seen it. Maybe if you
went to see that also he would send it to you.

Regards.




A:)ril 10. 1953 .

Mr. Jere. Hess Barr,
11 Howard St.,
West Lawn, Pa.

Dear Jere:

Yours of the 7th received and I do thank you sincerely for
keeping me infommed on such subjects as mentioned in your letter.

4 am well acquainted with the Roos&velt cover and have a
photograph of it in my file. You can assure your friend Mr, Leurssen that
it is genuine in every respect., When it came upiin the F.D.R. sale &t wes
purchased by my close friend Emmerson C, Krug of Birmingham. I think it
cost him something like $250,00 but I may he mistaken. Later I had the
cover for sale for him at that price but I couldn®t find anyone among my
friends who would.buy it. I suppose they all heted F,D.R. as much as myself.
Later Kmg s0ld it at auction and I think he took quite a loss. I% is
addressed to the maternal grandfather of F.D.R., the ancestor who was seid
to be the opium smuggler or something of that sort. I believe thet it has
been caid thet it was this cover that started F.,D.R, to collect stamps and
also that he prized it highly. One would suppose that a family with any
decent instincts would have retained this family treasure and not have sold
it. I advised Krug at the time not to put such an item in his collection,
You are quite right, it does show a scarce rate, the 30¢ per 1/4 oz. by
French mail, (3 x 30¢). I can essure you thaet 1 have seen very few covers
with this particular rate, either in a single or multiple. I also recall
that it has a "Boston Ur. P'k" marking thet is seldom seen on the face of a
foreign rate cover.

Also thanks for mention of the 90¢ 1869 cover. I suppose you refer
to the cover with a 90¢ 1869 -~ also 10¢ and 12¢ Bank Notes. No doubt you do,
because I never heard of another one. This cover was sold to Ackerman by
Bartels or Ackerman to Bartels. It came up in a llorgenthau sale in April 1943 -
just ten years ago - and L sent for it and photographed it. It is a fact that
a 10¢ was missing and Bartels hed Sam Singer replace it. It has also been
stated that the original 90¢ was torn and the present copy was substituted by
Singér. At any rate, 1 suppose there is mo doubt that Singer did a lot of
monkey-business with the cover, If not too much trouble, I would like to see
it again and see if I can see anything at present thet escaped me ten years
ago. I will gledly pay the carriage both ways and will return it promptly.

I have a copy of the better that Bartels wrote about the cover in 1926. Ko
doubt it is still with the cover.

With best wishes =

Cordially yours,



3 CENT — ’51-°7

Unit

AMERICAN PHILATELIC SOCIETY
Unit No. 11

1 Garrett Ave.,
Rosemont, Pa.,
April ll 19”3

Dear Stan:-

How have you been? ts been a long time since I've heard from you.
I meant to write you for the past month or so to tell you of a tough
problem The Unit's Directors had a while back. We received an appli-

cation for memborSQ1n from Elliott Perry, and all of us would have
preferred to keep him out of The Unit ﬁue his unfair ethics and the
troubles he ofbon stirs upe

However our bj aws iba ce that anyone in good standing in the APS is
automat 1ca71j/ ®Unit, so we all had to decide that there wasn't
any «way we could keen him oute. Altho we did have to accept his
application, he wasn't"welcomed" nor did we publicize his name on the
1list of new members; but his name will, of course, have to appear on
the nnual membership list we usuaﬂ].\r ouoLl h in Anrll Tracy and
all others who have anything to do with Unit bulletine have sworn he
will not succeed if he tried to disrupt our harmonious functioning,
so far, of The Unit's affairs.

I thought I should give you these details so you'd know that we were-
n't at all happy over his application, and that we had to accept it.

With very best wishes, and regards,

erely,

-

W. VJJ'. Hicks e



April l}. 1953'

Mr, W. W, Hicks,
#1 Garrett Ave.,
Rosemont, Pa,

Dear Bill:

It was nice to hear from you and I was pleased that you wrote
me asbout Elliott. I certainly do think the Board did the right thing in
admitting him to membership, and it would have been most unfortunate had
they done otherwise. I believe that we should bear in mind that Elliott
is a sick man and not entirely responsible. I suppose, as far as I am
concerned, that I should pity him rather than censure him, but honestly
Bill it seems to be something that I simply cannot do. Elliott and I were
good friends over a long period of years, and for no just cause, he sacri-
Ticed that friendship. This was most unfortunate because hed we continued
to work togéther I feel sure that philately would have benefitted.

There is no question but what Elliott Perry is honest, and that
he has made out standing and valuable contribut ions to American philatelic
research work. + doubt if anyone appreciates this fact any more than I do,
and no one is more willing to accord to him all of the credit that he justly
deserves.

Perhaps his trouble with Needham threw him off balance and his

brooding over the trouble thru the years has ho doubt been the cause of a
mental illness, which has caused all of his many friends of former years to
turn against him. You know Bill, that is terrible punishment and even if
he is ill he must realirve, that thru faults of his own, he sacrificed one
good friend after another. I suppose L should feel awfully sorry for him,
and sometimes I do, then my thoughts revert to some of the lousy stuff that
he published about me in his "Pat" and I feel no pity whatsoever,

Yes, it was nice to hear from you so drop me a line more often.
With every good wish =

Cordially yours,



1 Garrett Ave.,
Rosemont, Pa.,
Apmil, 20th, 1953,

Dear Stans-

I was delighted to get yours of the 13th, and your most gracious com-
ments re E.P. We were afraid we weren't handling the matter of his mem-
bership properly, altho not knowing what else to do, and its a real plea-
sure to have you say we couldn't have handled it otherwise.

Incidentally, I also spoke to Henry Abt when he visited me a while back,
and he took exactly the same attitude about it, and as you know Elliott
said some awfully nasty things about Henry, too. t takes a strong
christian character to try and forgive someone who, in turn, has tried %o
almost tear you apart, and I sincerely congratulate you, Stan, on the
wonderful statements you have made, and the very fair attitude you hawve

taken.

If you ever run into any nice RRs on 3¢'5ls or '57s that I haven't got,
wish you would remember me if for sale.

With very best wishes and regards,

A

incerely,

Wl Hieks,

N



ACCIDENT

Co CORWITH WAGNER ) o HEALTH ESTABLISHED

LIFE 1914
INSURANCE cAGENCY i
BONDS
SUITE 1824 BOATMEN'S BANK BUILDING BURGLARY M A1 N
L & HOLDUP 16 40

SAINT LOUIS (2) AUTOMOBILE

MARCH 22ND 19B3.

STANLEY B, AsHBROOK, EsQ,
33 No. FT, THOMAS AVENUE,
FORT THOMAS, KENTUCKY.

DEAR STAN:

| HAVE BEEN WANTING TO WRITE YOU FOR QUITE SOME TIME = BUT THE PRESSURE OF
BUSINESS HAS BEEN SO GREAT, THAT FREE TIME FOR PHILATELIC CORRESPONDENCE HAS JUST NOT
BEEN AVAILABLE, UNTIL TODAY.

FIRST | WANT TO THANK YOU FOR YOUR COURTESY IN SENDING ME A COPY OF YOUR
LETTER OF LAST JANUARY 15TH TO FRANK H, ALPERS JR., OF CIMARRON, N,M,, AND FOR THE IN=
FORMAT ION CONVEYED THEREBY AND ALSO FOR THE PRINT OF THE PHOTOGRAPH THAT YOU MADE OF HIS
COVER, IT 1S CERTAINLY A MUCH BETTER PICTURE THAT THE ONE ALPERS HAD MADE OF HIS COVER =
A COPY OF WHICH HE SENT ME = AND WHICH YOU SAW, THANKS AGAIN FOR SHARING YOUR KNOWLEDGE
WITH ME,

FOR MANY MONTHS | HAVE NOTED YOUR ADVERTISEMENTS IN STAMPS REGARDING STAMPLESS
COVERS SHOWING THE WAR RATES OF FEBRUARY 1815 TO JUNE 1816, TODAY = HAVING A FEW MOMENTS
OF "IDLE TIME" | CHECKED OVER SOME OF MY COVERS OF THAT PERIOD AND CAME UP WITH THE FOL=-
LowinG: (1) A cOVER FROM WASHINGTON CITY POST MARKED JuLY 14 (1215) ADDRESSED TO ST.LOUIS
MiSSOURI TERRITORY - RATED 37%: FORWARDED FROM ST, LOUIS TO WASHINGTON KENTUCKY = ST.LOUIS
MANUSCRIPT POSTMARK "AUGT 27" = 374 RATE MARKED OUT AND RERATED "30": (2) (A) A COVER POST=-
MARKED ST. LOUIS DEC 18 (1815) IN STRAIGHTLINE TO WASHINGTON = RATED IN MANUSCRIPT 374 -
AND (B) A COVER POSTMARKED IN STRAIGHTLINE ST LOUIS DEC 25 ALSO TO WASHINGTON = SAME RATE:
(3) A cover DATELINED ST, LOUIS FEBY 4TH 1816 - STARIGHTLINE POSTMARK ST LOUIS FEB, 5 =
RATED 374 = ADDRESSED TO MAJOR GENERAL ANDREW JACKSON, NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE: (4) A COVER
DATE LINED KASKASKIA JULY 15 1815 = ADDRESSED TO HAGARS=-TOWN MARYLAND « POSTMARKED ST
GENEVIEVE MISSOUR! IN OVAL = JU Y 13 = RATED 75: (5) A COVER POSTMARKED [N MANUSCRIPT
HERCULANEUM APRIL 2ND (MERCULANEUM MISSOURI = AB0OUT 30 MILES SOUTH OF ST, LOUIS ON THE
MISSISSIPPI RIVER = NOW CALLED CRYSTAL CITY) LETTER DATED 1816: (6) A LETTER DATE LINED
"CAMP NEAR PORTAGE DES Sioux FEBY 9, 1815" AND IS ADDRESSED TO CAPT, GEO, STOCKTON, 3RD
REGT, INFANTRY, FLEMINGSBURG, KENTY. UPPER RIGHT HAND CORNER OF ADDRESS FACE APPEARS IN
MANUSCRIPT "PUBLIC SERVICE JOHN MILLER COL, 3RD INFTY" IN THREE LINES., THE COVER IS POST=-
MARKED STRAIGHTLINE "ST LOUIS JULY 17 AND 1S RATED IN MANUSCRIPT 30, ON THE BACK OF THE
COVER APPEARS IN MANUSCRIPT "FLEMINGSBURY KY AUGUST 11TH 1815 = | CERTIFY THAT THIS LETTER
ARRIVED AT MY OFFICE THIS DAY APPLETON E, BALLARD POSTMASTER" = PORTAGE DES SI10UX IS A
SMALL TOWN = STILL IN EXISTANCE = SITUATED NEAR THE CONFLUENCE OF THE MISSOURI AND Mississ=
iPPI RIVERS - IN MISSOURI. THAT 1S ALL OF THE "WAR RATES" MATERIAL THAT | COULD PUT MY -+

HAND ON. TODAY., IT PROBABLY 1S ALL THAT | HAVE = ALTHO THERE Y BE.ONE O O MORE STUCK
Wagner Personalized Insurance Service has acquired a reputation thru - - - %Arompmuge ang— eliability



ACCIDENT
C. CORWITH WAGNER . . i |} b
LIFE 1914
INSURANCE cAGENCY il
BONDS
SUITE 1824 BOATMEN'S BANK BUILDING BURGLARY M A1 N
& HOLDUP 1N6R480

SAINT LOUIS (2) AUTOMOBILE

AWAY THAT WILL SHOW UP SOME DAY (MAYBE). ALL OF THESE ITEMS HAVE BEEN IN MY COLLECTION
FOR A GOOD MANY YEARS = AND WERE NOT BOT FOR THE "WAR RATES" , BUT FOR THE POSTMARKS,

| HAVE TO CONFESS AGAIN THAT | HAVE VERY LITTLE KNOWLEDGE OF "RATES" OR HOW TO EVALUATE
SUCH ITEMS, | THOUGHT PERHAPS A LIST OF SUCH ITEMS IN MY COLLECTION MIGHT BE o# SOME
SLIGHT INTEREST TO YOU,

As You NO DOUBT KNow Louts (LOUIE) F, YECKEL 1S A GOOD FRIEND OF MINE, YOU TOLD
ME QUITE SOME TIME AGO THAT HE SUBSCRIBED TO YOUR "SPECIAL SERVICE", | ASKED HIM IF HE
WOULD LET ME LOOK OVER SOME OF THE MATERIAL HE HAD RECEIVED = BUT SUGGESTED THAT HE ASK
YOUR PERMISSION TO DO $0, SOMETIME LATER HE TOLD ME HE HAD DONE SO AND THAT YOU HAD
VERY GRAJOUSLY TOLD HIM HE MIGHT DO $O0, IN EARLY FEBRUARY MRS, WAGNER & MYSELF VISITED
MR. & MRS, YECKEL ONE EVENING = AND | LOOKED OVER SOME OF HIS "PIGEON BLOOD" 3¢ 1861's.
HE GAVE ME THE 1952 SECTION OF YOUR SERVICE TO LOOK OVER = AND | MOST CERTAINLY ENJOYED
READING IT AND OBTAINED MUCH INFORMATION OF WHICH PREVIOUSLY HAD NO KNOWLEDGE., | MADE NO
NOTES OR OTHER MEMORANDUMS = OF THAT | WANT YOU TO BE SURE, | DO WANT YOU TO BE=SuRe [lhov™
THAT | DO APPRECIATE YOUR KINDNESS IN PERMITTING ME TO REVIEW YOUR NOTES.,

| THINK THAT YOU AND YOUR GOOD WIFE SHOULD VISIT ST, LOUIS SOME TIME = | AM
SURE THAT SUCH A VISIT COULD BE MADE BOTH INTERESTING AND ENJOYABLE FOR = ALL PARTIES
CONCERNED. AGAIN WITH THANKS FOR THE MANY PAST COURTESIES EXTENDED AND WITH BEST PER=
SONAL REGARDS, ! AM

Wagner Personalized Insurance Service has acquired a reputation thru - - - Promptitude and—Reliability
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April 7, 1953

SUITE 1824 BOATMEN'S BANK BUILDING I N
4 O

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook,
33 No. Ft. Thomas Avenue,
Fort Thomas, Kentuckye.

Dear Stan:

In compliance with your request as contained in your
letter of April 3rd - I enclose herewith all the "war rate" letters
enumerated in the third paragraph of my letter to you of March 23rd,
with the exception of the cover to Washingto City with St. Louis
straightline pm with Dec 25 date. This is identical with the cover
enclosed - addressed to Frederick Bates - with the exception of the

date in the postmark. You are welcome to see it however if you want
to.

Wagner Personalized Insurance Service has acquired a reputation thru - - - Promptitude and—Reliability



April 14, 1953.

Mr. C. Corwith Wagner,
Suite 18240- Boatmen's Bank Bldg.,
St. Louis 2, Mo.

Dear Corwith:

I apologize for holding these War Rate covers for several days
but I was so busy I just couldn't get around to giving them a bit of
attention. The Andrew Jackson letter of Feb, 1816, is the regular rate

of 25¢ plus 50%. This applied to "1 sheet of paper over 500 miles." This
is a very interesting item.

Re - the cover from Herculaneum. This is a rare cover as it
shows the restored rate of /pril 1816 which was only in effect during that
month - or probably from March 31, 1816 to Mey lst, 1816. Congress repealed
the War Rate Act, and restored the 0ld rates which were in effect prior to
Feb. 1, 1815, when the War Rate went into effect. The old rate was "over 90
miles but not over 150 miles, one sheet of paper - 1l0¢g." A collector seeking
covers to show all our rates of postage, has a hard time finding one of these
"Restored Rate covers.'" Rub off my memo if you do not care for it.
Herculaneum was quite a town at that time, so I understand.

Re - the cover "Camp near FPortage Des Sioux" - This {rom St. Louis
to Flemingsburg, Ky. July 1815. It has a rate of 30¢. At this time a rate
of 30¢ meant 20¢ plus 50% (20 plus 10) for one sheet of paper - not over 500

m11250

Re = the cover from Washington, Ky. to St. Louis and back to ‘rﬁts Vxls
Washington. Washington rated it @ 374¢ or over 500 miles - which was paid at r"ob &m
St. Louis (25¢ plus 50¢). But on the return trip St. Louis rated it not over mg
500 miles - 20¢ plus 50% or 20 plus 10 due on delivery.

_+ToeWash DiC . Henc6

St, Louis Dec. 18, 1815 - to Waahington, Ky. Here we have a rating 3
of 57l¢ or over @0 miles and hence ?5¢ plus 50/.. I wonder why this confusion 72‘
in distance? I don't know whether there were two mail routes - one by land (Stage)|-
the other by river. The latter seems unlikely as early as 1815-1816, What do
you think? See. \N;? e p eH'es» Aboult Thrs Cover

BV‘C/

Re = the St. mevieve bMo.T. - This was evidently - 2 sheets of paper,
over 500 miles (50¢) (2 x 25) plus 50% or 75¢ due. Back in 1815, a dollar was
a lot of money - It must have been tough to be stuck with a letter with 75¢ due

on it. Today a dollar has little value but imagine a letter today with 75¢
due. How we would cuss the sender.

For many years, Hagerstown, Md., was known as Hagers Town, the same
as Charleston was known as Charles Town. Meany other similar cases.

I certainly appreciate your kindness in thé lonn of these ocutstanding




#2. Mr, C, Corwith Wagner - April 14, 1953.

items and whenever I cen return the favor I do trust you will give me
the opportunity.

With kindest regards -

Cordially $ours,
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APRIL 17, 1953

MR, STANLEY B, ASHBROOK,
33 No, FT, THOMAS AVENUE,
FORT THOMAS, KENTUCKY.

DEAR STAN:
My "wAR RATE" COVERS TOGETHER WITH YOUR LETTER OF THE 14TH ARRIVED SAFELY YESTER=-
DAY, PLEASE ACCEPT MY THANKS FOR THE INFORMATION THEREIN CONVEYED,

SOLELY FOR YOUR RECORDS | DEEM IT ADVISABLE TO CORRECT ONE "ERROR" THAT YOU SEEM
TO HAVE MADE, THE COVER THAT YOU REFER TO IN THE FOURTH PARAGRAPH OF YOUR LETTER OF APRIL
14TH AS "THE COVER FROM WASHINGTON, KY, TO ST. LOUIS AND BACK TO WASHINGTON" IS IN FACT A
COVER FROM WASHINGTON CITY (1T IS POSTMARKED WASHY CITY) TO ST. LOUIS - AND RATED AT WASH-
INGTON CITY 37% : FORWARDED FROM ST, Loutls (MANUSCRIPT PM AUGT 27) TO WASHINGTON KY, AND
RATED 30, THE COVER REFERED TO IN THE FIFTH PARAGRAPH OF YOUR LETTER 1S FROM EDWARD BATES
TO HIS BROTHER FREDERICK BATES AT WASHINGTON (CITY) WHO WAS AT THE TIME THIS LETTER WAS
ADDRESSED TO HIM SECRETARY OF MiSSOUR!I TERRITORY | BELIEVE. EDWARD BATES = THE WRITER OF THE
LETTER WAS LATER ATTORNEY GENERAL IN LINCOLN'S CABINET. |F YOU CHANGE YOUR THINKING FROM
WASHINGTON Ky, TO WASHINGTON CITY - YOUR QUESTION "WHY THIS CONFUSION IN DISTANCE?" | BE=
LIEVE IS ANSWERED.

RE - THE ST, GENEVIEVE MISSOURI ITEM RATED "75". AS THE ENTIRE LETTER 1S THERE =
AND NO MENTION OF ANY ENCLOSURE = WHICH WOULD MAKE FOR TWO SHEETS OF PAPER = | AM WONDERING
IF THE LETTER WHICH IS ON RATHER HEAVY PAPER COULD HAVE WEIGHED OVER % OZ AND WAS THEREFORE
RATED "DOUBLE" OR 374 X 2. | WiLL HAVE THE LETTER WEIGHED AT THE FIRST OPPORTUNITY, AND LET
YOU KNOW THE RESULT.,

WHILE WE ARE ON THIS SUBJECT OF RATES = | WANT TO IMPOSE ON YOU ONCE MORE. | EN=-
CLOSE AN ENVELOPE POSTMARKED SACRAMENTO CITY CAL.,(THIS TYPE OF PM WAS IN USE AS EARLY AS
MAY 26 1851 = STRUCK IN RED = AND IN BLACK IN 1852) = ADDRESSED TO COLUMBIA OR SONORA CAL,
AND RATED "15", CAN YOU OR PERHAPS | SHOULD SAY = WILL YOU = EXPLAIN THE 15¢ RATE TO ME,
IN MY OPINION AFTER JUNE 30, 1851 THE LOCAL CALIFORNIA RATE SHOULD HAVE BEEN 3¢ IF PREPAID
AND 5¢ IF UNPAID. BEFORE JUNE 30, 1851 THE LOCAL CALIFORNIA RATE | SELIEVE WAS 124f = SO =
THE 15 RATE DOES NOT "ADD UP". DOES THE OLD MASTER HAVE THE ANSWER?

NO REFUND OF POSTAGE EXPENDED BY ME AT ANY TIME IS ACCEPTABLE BY ME = SO HEREWITH
YOUR EFFORTS IN THAT DIRECTION IS RETURNED, |F ANY REFUND IS IN ORDER | SHOULD BE THE ONE
TO DO THE REFUNDING - TO YOU. AGAIN MY THANKS FOR YOUR Y, COURTESIES - UNTIL YOU GET
BETTER PAID,

4

S INCERELY

Wagner Personalized Insurance Service has acquired a reputation thrd - - - romptitude and—Reliability
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April 20, 1953.

Mr. C. Corwith Wagner,
Suite 1824 Boatmen's Bank Bldg.,
314 North Broadway,
8t. Louis 2, Mo,

Dear Corwith:

I hasten to reply to yours of the 17th because my face is a
bit red about my confusion of Washington, Ky. end Washington, D.C. Of course,
this explains the difference in rates. Perhaps it is a bad habit that mmny
of us make when we are puzzled about a rate to attribute it to an error by
the postmaster. Thanks for calling my attention to this interesting feature.
I will correct it in my record.

. Re - the St. Genevieve, Mo. cover. This could not have been rated
by weight because U. S, mail was mot rated by weight until July 1, 1845. Rates
of postage was by sheets of paper and distance traveled. Rates in 1815 were
those of March 2, 1799 plus 50:. See Luff book, page 382. These rates (1799)
were again confirmed by the Aet of Apr. 30, 1810. (See Luff book, page 383).

Re - your Sacramento cover which L return herewith. Your statement
of rates in effect in 1850-1851 is cuite correct. If this use was prior to
July 1, 1851, and a single, the rate should have been 123¢. If after July 1,
1851, or i should state "26 Mar 1852" or later the rate should have been 5¢
due per % oz. It hardly seems possible that this letter weighed over one ounce,
but that seems to be the only explanation. If vou have a copy of STAMPS dated
July 8, 1950 you will find an excellent article on Sacramento postmerks by
M, N&Lthan. ]

While it is possible thet the 35 MM postmark on this cover was in use
as early as Mardh 1850 I seriously doubt thet it was. I believe thet at that
time the office was using the oval type. Later they used a circular type which
had "124" in it. I have a record of the large 35 MM as early as Nov. 20, 1850,
I made a photo of your cover and I will send a print to Nathan to see if he thinks
it was a 3 x 5¢.

Inasmuch as I requested a look at the War Rates covers I think I should
not have put you to any expense. I do appreciate your kindness and I will try
to make it up in some other way.

Wgth every good wish -
iy Cordially yours,

(27=23)



MORRISON CAFETERIA COMPANY

INCORPORATED

Birmingham, Alabama.
April 15, 1953.

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook,
33 No. Ft. Thomas Ave.,
Fort Thomas, Ky.

Dear Stan,

This enclosed pair came out of a sale Monday, the 13th of
H.R.Harmer's. It is marked as No. 22, the type IITA. However it looks to
me like a type II which is a much cheaper stamp. What do you say? It
cost $38 as shown and since I did not bid on it I can send it back. Will
you advise me. Also I find no reference to such in your book. Maybe you will
send it back direct to Cole if it is wrongly described.

Sincerely,



April 16 ’ 1953 .

Mr. Emmerson C.Krug,
3008 - 13th Ave., South,
Birmingham, Ala,

Dear Em:

Just a line to advise you to send Cole a
check for the 1¢ 1857 pair. The stamps are IIIA
and from the sixth row, lelief F, “late 4., Two
very desirsble positions. I judge the peir is in
good condition, no thin spots, creases, etc.,
but I will exsmine further before I return to you.

Hurriedly yours,
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April 17, 1953,

Mr. Emmerson C. Krug,
3008 - 13th Ave., South,
Birmingham, Ala.

Dear Em:

Herewith the l¢ 1857 pair. I think this is quite & nice pair of
IIIA, It is an "F" relief from the 6th row of Plate 4 -~ This is the re-
lief which gave us the IA stamps from the bottom row., In addition, some of
the perfs are blind. There are strips in collections from this plate which
show blind perfs, hence imperf betwseen.

Thanks very much for sending me the letters from Elliott Perry.
Use your own judgement but if you reply to his letter I do wish that you
would do this - Write him end tell him thet you are a very close friend of
mine and that ih the past you have resented hi s scurrilous attacks upon me,
that you will be pleased to make & small contribution to his book provided
he adheres strictly to philatelic subjects and refrains from at tempts to dis-
credit philatelic students who have made greater contributions to philately
than he has.

He is a lousy S8.0.B. and a dirty rat but I would like to see his
book published even if he gives me unshirted hell on every page. If you will
do me the asbove favor I will be most greatful. I have an idea that he will
write you a long-winded reply and bring in a lot of Needham stuff. He is a
mental case and perhaps should be pitited but it is hard %o have muech pity for
a vicious rat who would bite you or & rattlesnake who would strike you.

One day this week I had a letter from Phil Ward stating he had just
returned from Washington where he had spent several days going thru a lot of
old P,0.D. corresponderce and had found evidence that Perry was absolutely
wrong and + was right in the controvessy between Perry and Ashbrook over the
Carrier Fee.

Best wishes -
Cordially yours,

(27-24)



AUCTION SERVICE ﬁ PHONE
APPRAISALS LUXEMBURG 2-2393
COMMISSIONS

e IRWIN HEIMAN

INCORPORATED

| cgtanaba foz Collsotors

2 WEST 46TH STREET NEW YORKCC®, N. Y.

36

April 15, 1953

Dear Stan,

Enclosed herewith, you will find lots you wanted
to inspect in my 160th sale.

I am also enclosing a 5¢ 1847, which I suspect might
be a double transfer variety, as well as a 10¢ 1847 cover
with splits on it that I cannot fathom. If you want to
fool around with these items, there is no hurry on their
return,

I am disappointed that you didn't call me the last
timeyyou were in New York. Don't let that happen agailn.
that we serve here is just as good as the stuff
ou have in Fit., Thomas,.

, Best regards, I am

IH/msk
Encl.

¥r., Stanley B.. Ashbrook
P.D. Box 3L

33 North Ft. Thomas Ave,
Ft. Thomas, Ky.



April 20, 1953.

Mr. Irwin Heiman,
2 West 46th St.,
New York 36, N.Y.

s

Dear Irwin:

Herewith the 5¢ 1847 and the 10¢ 1847 cover as per yours of
the 15th.

Re - the 5¢, it is not a D.,T. but a miserable and damaged copy
from a very dirty condition of the plate. 3

Re - the cover. The half stamps don't mean a thing except that
they were accepted to pay the 1l0¢ rate from bsaltimore to Boston. The
half to right is a piece of the D.T. plate position 2Rl. Why this woman
used two halves of a 10¢ stamp to pay the rate I don't know. Maybe “she
didn't have any 5¢ stamps so cut up some 10¢ to use as 5¢, then ran out of
10¢ and used two halves. That is about as good a theory as any. Never
before have I seen such a freak.

With best wishes =

Cordially yours,



3 ::\ 21C A ™y
IRWIN HEIMAN, Inc.
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10c (2 var.) right vertical 2/3 on

another tied to cover with red grid canc. to make 10c rate, latter
has Double Transfer 2R1, pmkd. Baltimore and addressed to
Boston, Maine, most unusual freak usage, very fine ((Photo)
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JUNE 11th, 12th, and 13th, 1953 .



TELEPHONE
RAYMOND OO22

RayMoND H. WEILL Co.

ROGER G.WEILL-RAYMOND H.WEILL
<

MEMBERS %&’4& %ﬁ
AMERICAN STAMP DEALERS ASS'N
AMERICAN PHILATELIC SOCIETY
SOCIETY PHILATELIC AMERICANS 407 RoYAlL STREET
COLLECTORS CLUB,NEW YORK
BRITISH PHILATELIC ASS'N, LTD. NEw ORLEANS 16, LA.

April 16, 1953

Stanley B. Ashbrook
Ft. Thomas, Ky.

Dear Stan:

There are herewith enclosed seven (7) stamps which
we would like to have classified by an expert.

When returning, please include bill for your services.
With kind regards to you and Mrs. Ashbrook, we remain
Yours sincerely,

Rgymond H. Weill Co.

CE
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MATTHEW E. HAZELTINE, M.D.
W. SCOTT POLLAND, M.D.
HOWARD HAMMOND JR., M.D.
ARNOLD A. NUTTING, M.D.
AUSTIN W. LEA, M.D.
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April ?3, 1953.

Col. Dinsmore Alter,
P. 0, Box 9787,
Los Feliz Station,
Los Angeles 27, Calif,

Dear Colonel:

I am in receipt of yours of the 1lth returning the l¢ 1851 - JR1E,
I apologize for my tardiness in scknowledging receipt. I returned the stamp
to Molesworth and today I am in receipt of a letter from him from which I
cuote as followss-

“Thanks for your prompt reply on the §R1E. I'm sorry that your
client conecluded that it has a filled-in thin spot and frankly can find no
bagis whatsoever for his coneclusion. I've checked it carefully in fluid,
under a strong glass, and under my ultras violet lamp; it passes all tests
100%. I wish you had examined it yourself,"

When I returned the stamp to him I informed him of your finding but
stated that I had not made a careful examinotion of the stamp and did not
know whether your finding was correct.

Molesworth is a young ehap about thirty years of age. He is very
keen and is learning fast. He is rather camtious about whet he offers and
relies a great deal on my examinations of items,.

I have known of this stamp for some years and I never questioned
its condition &end as far as 1 am aware no one else has, I don't think Jack
would heve offered it thru me if he had the slightest intimstion that it had a
filled-in thin spot.

Re - the Plete One Harly photographs. No doubt Oakley showed you
his set and if he did I will be glad to gake up a set for you. The price is
$50,00. I probably wouldn't have time to turn them out before the middle of
May as my desk is piled high with work.

My kindest regards.

Cordially yours,



JACK E. MOLESWUILT

% 102 Beacon

BOSTON 16, MASS.

\* \
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Mr, Stanley B, Ashbrook
33 N, Ft. Thomas Ave,
Fort Thomas, Ky.




A.P.S. S,P.A. C,S.A. B.N.A.P.S. A.S.D.A. C.C.N.Y.

Jack €. Molesfoorth : 102 Beacon Street : Doston 16, Massachuseits

i 4‘21"‘55 ¢
~ Dear Stan,
aa |

henks for your prompt reply on the 7R1E., I'm
//sorry thet your client concluded that it has a filled-in
thin spot and frenkly can find no basis whatsoever for his
/4 conclusion, I've checked it carefully in fluid, under a
.strong glass, and under my ultra violet lamp; it passes
(all tests 100%., I wish you had examined it yourself, y
It appears that your friend either has a rather
"vivid imagination or didn't want the stamp for another
reason and trumped up the filled-in thin claim as an excuse
for returning, Actually, I don't mind its being returned as
it is the type of thing I don't mind having in gtock, tho of

§ourse 1o one appreciates havin%_thei? mdse., unjustlyycon—
emned. With kind regards,
a~l<k

b



Mr, Jack E. Molesworth,
102 Begcon St.,
Boston 16, Mass.
Dear Jack:

I have your card of the 21st, and note your remarks about the
TR1E. L regret that I did not examine it carefully, however, I will write
my friend snd quote your remarks. I% is possible that he might heave truﬁpég
up an excuse for returning the ataﬁp, but I can hardly believe it, as I have
always found him to be okay in every way. I was so busy when the stamp was
MthtIwﬂMWamthtMGmghemaﬂmﬁamum@emMMwm.
My guess is that he was sincere in thinking the stamp hdd a filled-in thin
spot but was mistaken.

If I hed thought for a moment that he would turn the stamp down I
would not have taken up your time or mine. He has been looking for a JR1E
for some time at a reasonable price. Perhaps the "slip print" was the real
cause,

Regsrds,.

Yours ete.,



(COPY)
T. MURRAY BARTELS
17 John St.
NEW YORK 17, N.Y.

Aug. 25, 1944,

Mr. G, V. Luerssen,
Reading, Pa.

My dear Mr. Luerssen:

I was very pleased to hear thet you now own the 1869 - 90¢ cover
which I still consider the only one so far known. There is not much that I
can add to the history which was enclosed in this cover. The collector from
whom I obtained it was named Grant Squires who lived then in this city.

Senator Ackerman had a standing of fer of $1000.00 for a 90¢ of -
1869 on the cover but never could get one. I sold him this one for $400.00
and he was glad to get it, including it in one or more International Exhibitions.

- I did not know what had become of it after the dispersal gz the
Scott Co., after his death.

“When I saw this cover loose in the back of Squiret album, I was
naturally surprised. Being torn into two pieces he stated it was not much good.
I offered nim $50.00 as it was,which seemed to surprise him and he accepted. I
showed it to several collectors and all I heard was, "What a shame." After it
had been repaired by a skilled repairer, the verdict was: "Wonderful piece even
if it is repaired."

This is the story and I am pleased to know it to be in good hands, one
who enjoys its possession.

I appreciate your kind remarks sbout my writings in "Stamps." Shall
continue from time to time.

Very sincerely,

(signed) J. Murray Bartels



G. V. LUERSSEN
MUHLENBERG PARK
READING, PA.

April 25, 1953.

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook,
33 North Ft. Thomas Ave.,
Ft. Thomas, Kentucky.

Dear lir. Ashbrook:

Many thanks for your letter of the Z3rd
and the very complete comments received, concern-
ing both the 90¢ 1861, and the 90¢ 1869 on cover.

I appreciate very much the time you have taken in
discussing both these covers.

The matter of the white paint covering
the envelope tear in the 1868 cover is easily ex-
plained, and let me hasten to say that this cannot
be attributed to the "expert repairer" sreferred to
by Bartels. When I received -this cover from Morgen-
thau, the gum or paste which had been used to repair
«the envelope had turned black, and one day I showed
it to an artist friend of mine who knows a lot about
pigments, and asked him if he knew of any way to
remove or bleach out the black color without injur-
ing in any way the adjacent parts of the cover. He
told me he wouldn't take a chance on it, but facetious-
ly said he could fix it up in a jiffy. Whereupon
he whipped out a fine brush and some watercolor, and
drew a line over the black seam, stating that any
time I didn't like it I could remove it with a damp
cloth. I never took the trouble to wipe it off,
even though it is of course a crude job, and not very
sightly. Upon receiving the cover back from you,

I tried it, and the water color came off like so
much powder, and so it is back to its original con-
dition.

Again many thanks to you, and my kind
regards,




G. V. LUERSSEN
MUHLENBERG PARK
READING, PA.

April 18, 1852,

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook,
P. 0. Box 31,

33 N. Ft. Thomas,Avenue,
Fort Thomas, Kentucky.

Dear Mr. Ashbrook:

Our mutual friend, Jere Barr, has passed
along to me your letter to him of April 10 relative to
the Delano cover, I want to tell you how much I app-
reciate your interesting comments. I recall quite well
when this cover was offered in the Harmer sale, and I
was surprised that the family would let it go, Jjust as
you were. All of which seems to prove that some humans
are unpredictable.

In any event, when the cover turned up
again in the recent Siegel sale, I bid and got it. The
little fill-in which you have provided from the time
it was first offered up to the present is quite interest-
ing. Your recollection with regard to the Boston Br. Pk
marking is quite correct. Incidentally the 30¢ rate
to Hong Kong by French meil is shown on page 343 of your
book on the U. 5. 1¢ of 1851-57, which I recall having
referred to when the cover first came up.

Now, with regard to the 90¢ 1869 on cover,
I secured this in the lMorgenthau szle in April 1943
which you refer to. It contained tlie statement by
Bartels which you commented on, but the statement was not
signed. Bartels was still alive at the time, and 1
wrote him asking if he would sign the statewment, and at
the same time give me the benefit of any other informa-
tion in his possession. He wrote me in August 1944 (I
recall that the idea’did not occur to me until about a
year later, when I happened to run across some articles
he was writing for Stamps Magazine) and I photostated
both his statement and his letter to mount with the cover.
30 you will find enclosed both the cover and the photostat.

When I first received this cover, I checked
over it pretty carefully in light of the statement, and
I was convinced at that time that the 90¢ stamp actually
had been torn entirely through at the left upper corner,
and that the repair had been done with extreme skill.
I would very much appreciate your looking at this feature



G. V. LUERSSEN
MUHLENBERG PARK
READING, PA.

again, particularly with the binccular microsceope if you
have one availsable, To trace the path of the tear, it
is a help to hold the top of the envelope open and get
the light in the inside so that the path through the
envelope can be readily seen. I believe you will find

a tear through the stamp following this very closely,

but it is hard to icentify on the face of the stamp. It
is most apparent to me in the black cross hatched part

of the vignette close to the border. There seems to be

a possibility therefore that Singer really did repair the
original stamp rather than replace it, but I am sure

you are a much better judge of that than I, and your com-
ments will certainly be most welcome.

It has been several years since I last contact-
ed you in regard to the genuineness of the high values
of 1869 on cover, and I am sure you will recall our cor-
respondence on the subject of a Thorel cover with the
24¢, 15¢ and 3¢ from the Gibson collection. After our
correspondence on the subject, Phil Ward come out with
an article in Stamps Magazine decrylng the number of
faked 1869 covers in existence, and I took occasion to
write him relstive to this particular cover, and sug-
gesting that he and other auction dealers might have all
such covers checked by a competent suthority before putting
on sale, thus screening out spurious material. I sup-
pose this was a very naive:suggestion. In any event
I never received an answer, and I still have the cover,
which I have marked as doubtful, and which I will not
let get back into circulation so long as_ it is not in
the clear,

Thanking you for your willingness to look &t
this present cover again, and looking forward to your
comments with interest, I remain




(coPY)
7. MURRAY BARTELS
17 John St.
NEY YORK 17, N.Y.
Aug. 25, 1944,

Mre. G. V. Luerssen,
~ Reading, Pa.

My dear Mr., Luerssen:

i was very pleased to hear thet you now own the 1869 - 90¢ cover
which I still comsider the only one so far known. There is not much that I
can add to the history which was enclosed in this cover, The collector from
whom I obtained it was naemed Grant Squires who lived then in this city.

~ Senator Ackerman had a standing offer of $1000.00 for a 90¢ of
1869 on the cover but never could get one. I sold him this one for $400.00
and he wes glad to get it, ineluding it in one or more International Exhibitions.
v”
I did not know what had become of it after the dispersal of the
Scott Co., after his death, :

: When I saw this cover loose in the back of Squires album, I was
naturally surprised. DBeing torn into two pieces he stated it was not much good.
I offered him $50.00 as it was which seamed to surprise him and he accepted. I
showed it to several collectors and all I heard was, "What a shame." After it
had been repaired by a skilled repairer, the verdict was: "Wonderful piece even
if it is repaired."

This is the story and I am pleased to know it to be in good Hands, one
who enjoys’-itn possession.

I asppreciste your kind remarks about my writings in "Stamps." Shall
continue from time to tine.

Very giﬁc erely,

(signed) J. Murray Bartels



April 23, 1953,

Mr. George V. Laarssen,
Muhlenberg Park,
Reading, Pa.

Dear Mr. Luerssen:

Thanks very much for your kind letter of the 18th enclosing
the 90¢ 1869 cover. I was pleased to see this again and to make new
photographs, also en®arged exposures of the stamps. If my negatives
turn out satisfactory, I will send prints to you. I also made &n ex-
posure by ultra-violet.

Further regarding the 90¢ 1861 F.D.Re cover., I am meking an
investigation regarding items with the type of "Boston Br Pkt - Paid"
marking on the face of the cover., This postmark was generally used as
a back stamp on mail going abroad out of Boston by Cunard mail ships.

I have seen numerous stamps of the 1857=1860 iasues = off cover copies -
canceled with this type of postmark but I have no record of any covers"™
with the svamps actually canceled by this marking. However, & may have
seen guch items but never considered them unusual encugh to record.

What bothers me is this - Why so many off cover stamps and no covers?

I may be wrong but I am a bit suspicious of the off cover copies. Such
things would be exactly the class of material that the notorious Zareski of
Paris would turn out. His method - t0 remove ordinary cancels - and apply
an imitation of the DBoston markinge ‘

If you will look thru auction eatalogues I believe you will find
they generally bring nice premiums. I have records of the following off
Sover stamps with this "Boston Br Pkt" - month and day in the center - - and
“PAID" at the bottom.

Regarding your 90¢ 1869 cover herewith. I have examined the 90¢
stamp on this cover very minutely under my binocular microscope and there
is no question whatsoever but what the whole upper left corner of this stamp
was torn, Therefore, in my opinion this 90¢ 1869 stamps was used originally
on this cover. Every bit of evidence is in favor of the usage of this 90¢g
stemp on this cover. The tear in the stamp coincides exactly with the tear
in the envelope - where the tear enters at the left side and where it emerges
at tope

I note that Bartels mentioned an "expert repairer." I suppose he
was the best repair artist in this country at that time but compared to the
European crooks of the present day he was a "bungler" and must have used
plumber's tools in his work. However, this applied to about 95+ of his work.
I think he did a fal rly good job in joining together the severed edges of the
90¢ stamp and replacing same on over the torn parts of the envelope. I don't



#2+ Mr. George V. Luerssen - April 23, 1953.

know ‘why he used white paint on the face of the cover, but no present day
"artist" would do such a thing.

While it was said that a 10¢ was missing and the present one was
replaced, that story may be true and it may not be anything but gossip. As
far as I am concerned I would never have suspected that this was done had I
not been informed that such was the case. In short I see no evidence of such
replacement. I carefully examined the back markings and they are mnquestionably
genuine, The year of use was 1873 and this was a 4 x 28¢ rate "Via Brindisi" -
The 96 over 4 wes our credit %o the British and our share was 16¢ which wes
quite correct, Y

There is just one point thet seems odd - a use in August 1873 of a
90¢ 1869. I suppose a master artist eould heve removed a badly torn and damaged
90¢ bBank Note and then added a 90¢ 1869 stamp and then tear off a corner, re-
move the pieces, joined them together and put the rejoined stamp baek on the
cover, - However, Singer was not thet sort of an artist in my opinion. I doubt
if such an operation would ever have occurred to him.

Yes, I remember the Thorsl cover and have & photographic record of
it. Phil VWard is very hard to convince that any cover that he ever handled was
or is bad, especially if he still owns it. When people do not care to be con-
vinced, it is useless to present evidence., Phil cannot believe thet the Paris
crooks can remove cencellations "VITHOUT /i TRACE" from early U. ©. stamps and
mucilage is very cheap. In many instances collectors who prefer unused o.g. 19th
U. S. live in a false world.

My kindest regards,

Cordially yours,



Hay 15, 1953.

Mr, G, V. Luerssen,
Muhlenbexg Park,
Reading, Ya,

Dear Mr. Luerssen:

I trust that you will perdon my negligence
in acknowledging receipt of your kind letter of the 25th.

I have been extremely busy and I don't recall
whether I sent you one of the photographs that I made of
your 90¢ 1869 cover. If I failed to do so and you would
like to have one just drop me a post card.

ﬂéaﬁn thanking you for your kind co=-operation,
I am ot

Sincerely yours,
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April 30, 1953.

Mr, John D. Pope, III,
618 Olive St.,
St. Louis 1, Mo.

Dear Mr. Pope:

Herewith the 5¢ New York cover as per yours of the ?8th. This, a
cover from New York, Dec. 3lst, 1845 to Paris, ¥rance, end signed by
"C,Lew.” In my opinion this cover is genuine in every respect and the
5¢ New York stampy which was not canceled, was used as we see it on this
letter.

The letter was not placed in the New York Post Office but was mailed
direct with the mail agent on Express Mail Route between New York and
Boston. This was part water and rail. I suppose it was mailed thus in
order tp reach Boston in time for the sailing of a Cunard British mail
ship for England. The mail agent recognized the 5¢ New York stamp as pay=-
ing the postage to Boston just the same as if he had received the letter
from that of fice without any stamp and marked "Paid." The stamp itself
was evidence that the office of origin had recelved 5¢ in postage.

Other covers are known with recognition of the 5¢ New Yotk by route
agents, for example, a cover from New York to Albany, in both cases the
agent tied the stamp to the cover with the nostmark. I also have a record
of & cover with a pair of the New Yorks and the "Express Mail - N, YORK"
postmark. I infer that mail asgents were instructed to recognize such uses,
This letter was carried to England and thence to France under the terms of
the Apglo-~French postel treaty, postage from the U, S. frontier to destina-
tion was collected from the addressee. The pen marking is "13" decimes or
approximately 25¢ at that time in U. S. currency.

The rectangular me rking "Colonies" etc. was an accounting marking.
My fee for the ahove is £3.50 which includes return registration.
With kindest regards =-

Sincerely yours,

(27-30)
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.VAHAN MOZIAN INC.

| DEALERS IN RARE POSTAGE STAMPS - ESTABLISHED 1901 |

505 FIFTH AVENUE AT 42rvosT. NEW YORK 17,N.Y.

PHONE VANDERBILT 6-0162

April 28th 1953,

Mr. Stanley B Ashbrook
33 N Fort Thomas Ave
Fort Thomas, Ky

Dear Mr, Ashbrook:

We are taking the liberty of enclosing herewith a
24¢ Banknote which we believe to show a grill to the left
of the face, possibly two rows. Besides this, the stamp shows
paper with several strands of silk, one quite decidedly red or

purple,

Would you be in a position to examine this stamp
nd give us your opinion as to whether you believe it to be
#16/4 the Continental banknote or #142, the grill of National.
Any advice you can give us in this respect, we would appreciate
and if you will let us know the charges, we will forward same,
Sincerely yours,

VAHAN MOZIAN INC, -

W%«M

HM:SL

CASH BUYERS OF COLLECTIONS * PHILATELIC AUCTIONEERS * APPRAISALS FOR PROBATE AND INSURANCE



April 30, 1953.

Vahan Mozien, Inc.,
505 Fifth Ave.,
New York 17, N.Y,
Attention: Mr. H., Mozian
Dear Mr. Mozian:

I make no claim to very much knowledge of the Bank Note Issues, so
please don't permit the following to be considered other than my own
personal opinion.

Re - the ?4¢ Bank Note which I am returning herewith -

l. I fail to see any actual trace of a grill,.

_2_: Under my microscope I noted a number of colored fibers, which
apparently are embedded in the paper and apart thereof. Whether these
are actually silk threads or strands of silk I do not know but I have my
doubttthat they are.

3« I have never run across any positive proof that the Continental
Bank Note Co. used & paper with silk strands for the °4¢ stamp, viz., #164.

4., In my humble opinion, the stamp enclosed is S.,U.S. 7153,
There is no fee for the above.
‘With kindest regards =

Sincerely yours,

(27-31)
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. VAHAN MOZIAN INC.

L DEALERS IN RARE POSTAGE STAMPS - ESTABLISHED 190l

505 FIFTH AVENUE AT 42vsT.NEW YORK 17,N.Y.

PHONE VANDERBILT 6-0162

May 1st, 1953.

Mr. Stanley B Ashbrook
33 N Ft.,Thomas Ave
Fort Thomas, Ky
Dear Mr., Ashbrook:
Your kind letter of April 30th received, and
we wish to thank you for your information,

Sincerely yours,

VAHAN MOZIAN INC, '

WW

CASH BUYERS OF COLLECTIONS * PHILATELIC AUCTIONEERS * APPRAISALS FOR PROBATE AND INSURANCE
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dpr, Stanley B. #shbrook

33 No. Ft. Thomas Avenue

.08, 26x 31

Ft. Thomas, Kentucky

Dear 4r. Ashbrook:

I am enclosing the Blackjack cover about
which Mr. Faige wrote you last Friday.

I came across it this morning and recalized

that + had forgotten to enclose it with

the letter.
Dincerely;
« V], ed
N, Freitag

\®ec. to Mr. Paige)



May 5, 1953.

Mr. Samuel C, Paige,
45 Bromfield St.,
Boston, Mass,

Dear Mr., Paige:

The B, J. cover came in this AM, and I was pleased to find that
it had not been lost in the mail, I am returning it herewith and regret
that I cannot give you a definite opinion regarding it. It may be good
and it may not be. However, there are certain suspicious features which
prevent me from giving it my okay. -

I am enclosing herewith also one of my covers showing a 4¢ rate -
no doubt, a l¢ overpay as there was no e¢arrier or way fee after the B.J,
was issued. I also include a tracing from my cover of the target and post=-
mark. The targét was attached and part of the postmark stamper. If you
will lay this over your split I think you will find thet the two targets do
not metch. It appears to me that the split has been cleaned and the black
ink of the target on the split does not match the black ink on the stamp.
However, this is just my opinion and ydu can judge for yourself,

My ultra-violet lamp failed to disclose any visible monkey-business
but to be sure I made an enlsrged photograph by the lamp and if the negative
discloses enything I will advise you later.

L wish thet I could give you a favorable report on the cover but I
have seen so much faking of covers, and an expert artist would have little
trouble in turning out an item such as this, .

My fee is $3.00 which includes return registration. P A‘ D
g 1993
Sincerely yours, MM
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Mr. Stanley 5. &shbrook
piv.box “31

33 . Ft. ‘homss Ave.
Ft. lhomns, “entucky

Dezar Mr. Ashbrook:

Please find enclosed my check to cover the
expertization of the Blackjack cover. I am
afraid that you are probably right in your
conclusion. I rather doubt if it's a
genuine split myself.

I am returning also your cover and tracing
which you sent me to see. Thank you very
much.

Flease also find enclosed the three lots
from my next sale which you wished to examine.
Hope you will let me know if you notice any-
thing else of interest to you.
With best regards

Sincerely,

Samuel C. Pai
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May 5, 1953.

Dr. W. Scett Polland,
Albert Bldg.,
San Rafasel, Calif,

Dear Doctor:
Yours of the ?9th received.

1 cennot imegine Edgar bidding over $1,000 for that Siegel cover,
Lot 424, You probably noted that I gave it some space in my May lst Service
issue, HMaybe my remarks will bring something out of a hole. I think it is
lucky thet Edger did not obtain it. I sure would hate to pay any such a
price for an item thet is at least cuestionable, and cuestionable in two ways -
(A) overpay or underpay? \B) no U.S. postmark - Why? I will not advise Edgar
that we have had any correspondence regarding it.

: Thanks very much for calling my attention to the "N.C." ad in the
Harlow book. I have a copy and I will use the ad in connection with the cover.
This definitely settles the question whether Kimball cherged any fee to convey
mail to the S.F. P.0. or to any of the mail ships.

I have never offered the cover to Edgar but if you think you weuld
work it in on & trade I will be glad to send it to you. I will sell it to you
with the understanding I will buy it back in case you are unable fo interest
him. You can pay me l¢ balance tc be paid if and when. In this way yvou can
assure him that the cover is your property. Advise and I will forward it to you
if you wish,

I have carefully noted yours of the ?5th and the photo prints which
you enclosed and which I return herewith. I regret to state that I do not
possess any data whatsoever on the use of this class of covers, with the excep-
tion of an item that appeared in the Ward column in Mekeel's and photo of the
cover. I know Dr. Winter of louisville, the owner of the cover. I have an in-
distinct recollection that I had some correspondence with Rdger regarding these
10¢ covers.

I regret that I haven't the answers to your cueries. I wonder if
Thorp has any facts. Why not write him. He is quite a nice chap.

Re - yours of the ?4th and the Parker Lyons collection. I never knew
the man or had any correspondence with him. Jessup can give you the information
you desire L am sure. Also %.R, Parker of Oroville. It seems reasonable to
suppose thet Parker Lyons was in close touch with Lichtenstein, Henry Needham,
Burger Bros., John Kleeman and others down East.

It is to be regretted that the crooks get rid of so much fake me terial
but did it ever oeccur to you that our national societies do absolutely nothing
about it. Don't even warn members. Some of the auction houses sell some very
rank stuff and when any &se returned, I wonder what they do withiit? I irmghie



#2. Br. S, Scott Polland - May 5, 1953.

o

some of the real crooked auction concerns run from bedrooms could supply
the answer,

With every good wish -

Cordially yours,



MATTHEW E. HAZELTINE, M.D.
W. SCOTT POLLAND, M.D.
HOWARD HAMMOND JR., M.D.
ARNOLD A. NUTTING, M.D.
AUSTIN W. LEA, M.D.
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ARNOLD A. NUTTING, M.D.
AUSTIN W. LEA, M.D.
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Dr. GEORGE MANTING
4903 DeELMAR BOULEVARD

ST1. Louis, Mo.

May 3rd 1953

Mr, Stanley B. Ashbrook
P. 0. Box, 31, 33 N. Ft. Thomas Ave.
Fort Thomas, Kentucky.

Dear Mr. Ashbrook:

Thenk you very much for selling my stamps and
I want you to feel that I was very well satisfied and agree with
you that you obtained a very nice price for them.
B

I am enclosing a stamp which I would like to
have youropinion sboute. I will gladly pay you for this service.
I have never had it expertized andhave been unable to find any
evidence of a clean cancellation under a black UV. lamp I use
in my office.

Thanking you again, I am

Very sincerely,

i

GM: J
ENCL.



’ May 6. 1953-

Dr. George Manting,
7583 Shaftesbury Ave.,
University City, Mo,
- Dear Doctors:

Herewith the 10¢ 1855, Type I = S.,U.S,. j13 as per yours of the
3rd. I mde a careful examination of this stamp under my ultra-violet
light and also under my binocular but failed to find direct evidence of
cancél removal. However, the ﬁhilatelio ¢rooks an the Continent are exe
tremely clever:st removing cancelations as the rea@@“artists" work under
the ultra-violet and have»developed methods to leave practically no trace.

i made a photograph by the ultra-violet rays - sometimes such a
negative will show evidence that is not visible to the eye. I will report
later on the result. I have signed the copy on the back as a Type I.

' My fee for the examination is $3.00,

Sincerely yours,



Dr. GEORGE MANTING
4903 DELMAR BOULEVARD

St. Louis, Mo.

May 3, 19563

Stanley B. Ashbrook,
33 N. Ft. Thomas Ave.
Fort Thomes, Ky.
Dear Mr, Ashbrook,

Theanks for the letter and valued opinion
on the #13 stamp. I recently had a locel dealer looking at my
stamps and he insisted he could see a cleaned cancellation and
on only cursary examination., I have always considered that it

would have to be carried as a very fine used copy.

.o

Sincerely,



May 15, 1953.

Dr. George Mantihg.
4903 Belmar Blvd.,
St. Louis 8, Mo.

Dear Docto’r:
- Many thanks for yours of the 3#d4 with check for 3.00.

I made a photograph of your stamp by ultra-violet and the
negative don't seen to disclose any evidence of a removed cancelation.
So far I haven't had time to mmke a print but I will do so shortly
~ and send you a print.

3 If your local dealer could find visible evidence of 2 cancel
then the ultraeviolet would disclose it. On the other hand, if my
- print fails to show any evidence I would eonclude that your friend
might be wrong. We will sve. :

1 am not overlookingb the fact that some of the crooks who
- make a business of faking stamps work under a lamp in order to leave no
trace, if possible.

Sincerely yours,



May 15, 1953.

Dr. George Manting,
4903 Belmar Blvd.,
8t. Louis 8,. Mo.

Dsai- Docto‘r:
Many thanks for yours of the JM with check for £3.00.

I lng a photograph of your stamp by ultra-violet and the
negative don't seen to disclose any evidence of a removed cancelation.
So far I heven't had time to make a print but I will do so shortly
. and send you a print,.

. If your local dealer could find visible evidence of a cancel
then the ultra-violet would disclose it. On the other hand, if my
print fails to show any evidence I would eonclude that your friend
might be wrong. We will sce. :

1 em not overlooking the fact that some of the crooks who
- make a business of faking stanps work under a lamp in order to leave no
trace, if possible.

Sincerely yours,






Form 3817
Rev. 9-37

Post Office Department T

Regeived from: STANLEY B. ASHBROOMW !

P70, Box 31 > § A%
85N:--Ft--Thomas ave S | 1275

___________________________ FORT. THOMAS, _KY. \ZANDIDS A

One piece of (%}inary mail addressed\

0 Maurice Blake
L _Mason S

_______ ROOKLLINE (Alé\ Vlasa

THIS RECEIPT DOES NOT' PROV\DE FOR INDEMNIFICATION
U. & GOVERNXENT PRINTRNG OFFICR  5—10325 ' POSTMASTER.




May 8, 1953.

Mr. Maurice C. Blake,
11 Mason St.,
Brookline, Mass,

Dear Maurice:

I note a typographical error in my letter of April 20th, third
psragraph, fifth line, the "“26¢" should be "20¢."

Regarding yours of the 24th, and my cover from Athens, Ga,, Via N.Y,
Aug. 1, 1857. I forwarded to you a copy of my May lst "Special Service." Our
analysis of the cover was in agreement except in one particular and that was in
reference to the French due of "10" decimes. I do not think that the "G.B. 40c"
was other than an accounting marking. For example, had this letter weighed not
over 1/4 ounce, the French due would have been "5" decimes, and there would have
been this same "G.B,/40c," but this letter weighed over 1/4 - but not over 1/2
0Z., 80 the due was 2 x 5 or 10 decimes and we still have the "G.B./40c."

You probably have covers from the U. S. to France via England in the
first quarter of 1870, with 4¢ U, S, payments. I believe you will find that all
such have the "G.B,/40c¢" - those of not over 1/4 oz. show 5 decimes due, those
over 1/4 oz, show 10 decines due. If you wish, I will be pleased to forward
some photo printse

Now for the third paragraph of your letter (April 24)., I do not know
of any pre-treaty rate to France from the U, 5. of 26¢ or 32¢ and I am quite sure
no such rates ever existed.

Re - the rate to Nantes that I cited in my Volume 2 - pages 339-340.
I made & pa®tial record of such a cover but I never made a photograph. I evidently
borrowed it or it was submitted to me. I have some tracings that I made of the
Boston and New Orleans postmarks. The cover had a vertical pair of the 10¢ 1855
and & single 12¢ 1851. The postmarks indicated uses as follows:

New Orleans - July 7, 1856
Boston - July 14, 1856

French receipt - July 26, 1856
Nantes - July 27, 1856

I find that we had some correspondence regarding this cover years ago
but I haven't the exact date = probably about 1941, My memo is to the effect that
you suggested a solution as follows:

5¢ U' S.

16¢ Atlantic

3¢ Pritish

2¢ -Channel

6¢ French Internal
368¢

Some years previous, I sent Konwiser a description of thé cover and he



#2. Mr. Maurice C. Blake - May 8, 1953.

‘gave it a write-up in his column in STAMPS - issue of NOV. 21, 1936, Perhaps
you have a copy and can look it up. That was 1936 and my knowledge of foreign
rates at that time was just about zero. However, I had plenty of company - I
requested information re - the rate and the markings - and I find that Steve
Brown came up with the following - The answer is "very simple" - a ? x 15¢ rate
with a 2 x 1¢ carrier rate. It would appear that he was kidding but the chances
are he was serious as I believe he knew less than I did at that time about rates
and markings.

The 32¢ cover was as stated, addressed to "NANTES" which is bad so I
long ago came to the conclusion the cover was probably a fake and mede by that
notorious crook, ‘areski. I made no memo of the address other than NANTES but
all the "Garnier" covers went to Nantes.

On page 338 - Vol. 2 I produced as "G" the markings on the cover, the
Boston, New Orleans, the P¢D,; and the N.O, grid. I imagine this was a 30¢ rate
of the Treaty period and that Zareski substitued the imperforates for some 1861
stamps and changed the year dates to "56." On the back of the cover was -

-"BOSTON
JUL
14
) BR. PKT"

Would you state that my "G" tracing was your B.P.M. - 870 - 871%?

I suppose there is no question but what this "32¢" cover was used in
the 1860's and with the "P.D."™ naturally there was no French due. In all the
years my book has been in circulation, I think you are the only one who ever men-
tioned this "32¢" item. It is most unfortunate that I failed to photograph the
cover at the time that I had it in 1936.

I enclose a photo of a genuine Garnier to Nantes in 1£60, with the same
type of the Boston Exchange marking but with the "12" credit.

I am returning your cards and apologize for the delay.

One further word re - the 32¢ cover. The Boston date was "14 JUL," The
Cunard mai)l_ships sailed rrom Boston on Wednesday. In 1856 July 14 fell on Monday.
In 1858, July 14 fell on Wednesday, but it did not fall on that day sgain until
1869, I gliess there is no doubt but what the Boston postmark could have been in
use as early as July 1858, so perhaps the actual use of the cover was 1858,
Zareski could have removed a damaged 10¢ 1855 and substituted the 12¢ 1851. I
wonder?

With Regards.

Sincerely yours,



MAURICE C. BLAKE
11 MASON STREET
BROOKLINE 46, MASSACHUSETTS

April 24, 1953

Mr, Stanley B. Ashbrook
Fort Thomas, Kentucky

Dear Stanleys

Your letter of the 20th with interesting cover from
Athens, Ga., with two 10¢'55 and two 3¢'51l, both vertical pairs, by
AM, PKT, from N,Y., August 1, 1857 per Collins Line via England and
Calais Aug. 12 to PARIS 1 POSTE RESTANTE 1/ 13/A0OUT/57 came yesterday.

What seems to me a reasonable solution of this cover
may or may not agree with your view, Upon what advice or information
the sender used 26¢ in U.,S. postage stamps is unknown, but as the
Treaty rate in effect from April 1, 1857 required 30¢ for full pre-
payment on a letter of }-%0z, to France, if sent prepaid, the letter
was Short Paid though not so marked at New York. As the U.,S., share
of the proper 30Z was 2x3¢Z internal and 2x6¢ sea by Am,Pkt, totaling
18¢, New York sent the letter on, but without any credit t6 the
British-French offices, as -only 8¢ of the proper 127 credit had been
paid by U.,S. stamps, Consequently, Britain received this letter pre-
paid only to England and forwarded it with a 4 pence charge or debit,
shown by GB/40ec, to France, according to British-French convention,
so that the French added 60 centimes internal to Paris to the GB 40¢
and marked the letter 10 decimes(100 centimes®l franc®l0 pence=20 cents)
payable by the recipient in Paris,

I do not know of a pre-treaty 26¢ rate from U,S, for
delivery in French port of arrival or 32¢ rate from U.S, for delivery
to a place in France other than port of arrival. I suppose sueh 26¢
and 32¢ rates, of the latter of which you cited an example to Nantes
on pages 339-340 of your ONE CENT 1851-1857 Volume II, might have been
assumed rarely by some U,S, Postmaster who misunderstood the meaning
of the paragraph you quoted from the 1855 P.L.% R., whereby the 20¢
rate by U.S.Packet to Havre or any other port or place on the Coast
of France,0erfiany; gtc, when applied to a letter taken by the U.S.
Havre Line, was "subject in France, to an additional postage of 30c¢(6¢)
if destined to Havre; and 60¢(12¢) if destined to any other part of
France," Actually khe U,S, rate was only 20¢, but the sender was
informed that there would be a charge of 30c¢ payable in Havre or of
60c payable elsewhere within France by the recipient. You do not
illustrate the cover prepaid 32¢ to Nantes, so it is uncertain whether
or not there was a French decimes marking on this cover for the French
internal of 60¢, but it would seem that there should have been this
amount payable by the recipient in Nantes, unless by any chance there
was some conventional arrangement between the U,.S, and Britain allowing
the U,S., to credit this 12¢ (60c¢) through Britain to France,

I should be glad to know your own solution for this 267

cover from Athens, Ga,
Sincerely yours,
V»\JxLthﬁul (jz. /34&LA%Q\\\\



May 8 AR L

Mr. Eugene W, Jaeger,
34 Sumner Ave.,
Norwood 7, R.I.

Dear Mr. Jaeger:

In my One Cent Book, Vol. 2, pages 339-340, I mentioned a
cover that I had with a 32¢ rate to Nantes, rrances. This record was
made back in 1936. I made a partial record of such a cover but I
never made a photograph. I evidently borrowed it or it was submitted
to me. I have some tracings that I made of the Boston and New Orleans
postmarks. The cover had a vertical pair of the 10¢ 1855 and a single
12¢ 1851. The postmarks indicated uses as follows:

' New Orleans - July 7, 1856
Boston - July 14, 1856
French receipt - July 26, 1856
 Nantes - July 27, 1856.

: In-1936 I sent Konwiser a description of the cover and he gave it
a write-up in his column in STAMPS - issue of NOV. 21, 1936, Perhaps you have
a copy and can look it up. That was 1936 and my knowledge of foreign rates at
that time was just about zero. However, I had plenty of company - I requested
information re - the rate and the markings - and I find that Steve Brown came
up with the following - The answer is "yery simple" - a 2 x 15¢ rate with a
2 x 1¢ carrier rate. It would appear hha$ he was kidding but the chances are
he was serious as I believe he knew less than I did at that time about rates
and markings.

The 32¢ cover was as stated, addressed to "!ANTES" which is bad so
I long ago came to the conclusion the cover was probably a fake and made by that
notorious croock, Zareski. I made no memo of the address other than [ANTES but
all the "Garnier" covers went to Nantes.

It is an established fact, thet Zareski got hold of a lot of the
Garnier covers and i'aked many of them.

On page 338, Vol. 2 of my One Cent Book, I produced as "G" the mark-
ings on the cover, the Boston, New Orleans, the P,D. and the N.,0. grid. I
imagine this was a 30¢ rate of the Treaty period and that Zareski faked the
year dastes to 56. On the back was
"BOSTON
JUL
14
BR, PKT"

The Boston date was "14 JUL." The Cunard mail ships sailed from Boston on Wednes-
day. In 1856 July 14 fell on Monday. In 1858, July 14 fell on Wednesday, but

it did not fall on that day again until 1869. I guess there is no doubt but what
the Boston postmerk could have been in use as early as July 1858, so perhaps the
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#2. Mr. kugene W. Jaeger - May 8, 1953.

actual use of the cover was 1858. Zareski could have removed a damaged 1O¢
1855 and substituted the 12¢ 1851, I wonder?

With regards -

Sincerely yours,



MARCHANT

CALCULATORS, INC.

AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA




ot e

AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA

MEMO FROM OFFICE OF GENERAL MANAGER

To DATE

MNC’WMM-

%M»ﬂzﬁ—y/»?@hﬁ/

/wﬂdu«/ R R
WM\VO /‘bwéi«-nw“—r
oo Alen £~ Ammr/i‘qm«
WM

R LA eae NO-RR's Rine
wM,Z; pAsT, bk Lot
MWWWM%
W&mvw:’,m me

A/Z;A—u.//ze Op?- WW

/e Eogan

/7



MARCHANT
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MARCHANT

CALCULATING MACHINE COMPANY
OAKLAND. CALIFORNIA

MEMO FROM OFFICE OF GENERAL MANAGER

r
TOMMF DATE &/0 /371 53

.@w—‘w,wg, %W/W
Sl IL awod dows dee HHne Covesy

/P'VDA %‘P?—cﬁ 691_

&A/W‘.mu&.—«?ﬁ«a«ﬁ,

67/?—‘(,@._\,7 /QM {;.4(,,0&-.21,
&fz{,,..,\ i

J’kc/‘ﬁmfﬁ—-—%—o%

vev Aried, 2w dq

e R

/
A/‘S/W‘VWA%WQ%

M—Mr%—( Lu—\-,/q %&e“““‘/

Has Mw%% He s frle

7

%Mwww

% E"%_



MARCHANT

CALCULATING MACHINE COMPANY
OAKLAND. CALIFORNIA

MEMO FROM OFFICE OF GENERAL MANAGER

To W‘ DATE 34/0/\5'3’

jﬁuﬁa @ Coa m«mmﬂ/,

Eg(/wo&\ /Zew =Yvve, /sw-/p/oec [l =
— 17

%&4%5/&%6

Yooty ‘Kovea e, Cootds: heeyt

Awwwgmw

%‘WWW‘L [Q&e—lh

Frn—catlew) g og Lo fecl

14,,/;\4\%4.7»1;0_%;7 €*5/-—\,.




May 8 ’ 1953,

Mr. Edgar B. Jessup,
% MARCHANT

1475 Powell St.,

Oakland, Calif,

Dear Edgar:
Yours received.

Referring to the Pony Express cover and Clifford's letter. In
reference to the rate, he was wrong - the rate to or from California was
10¢ per 1/2 ounce, and not 20 for a letter that weighed over one ounce
but 15¢. I think you were very lucky thet you were not stuck with the
cover., So far I have been unable to learn who bought it. I had an idea
it mizht have gone to Hggh Baker of Indianapolis. I wrote him a week ago
inquiring if he purchased it and if so would he loan it to me but strange
to relgte, I have not had a reply. I was more than pleased to see your
photograph but I would sure love to see the cover itself, It could be good,
but if so, then there must be a 10¢ missing. It does seem odd that there
is no U. S. postmark.

I think that you should set Clifford right on the 10¢ rate = Apr.
1, 1855 to June 30, 1863 inclusive - 10¢ per 1/2 oz, If I find out who
bought the cover I will advise you. In the meantime I will hold your print,
but will return it if you wish. I suppose you can have asnother one more.
Do you suppose someone removed a $1.00 Pony stamp and substituted the $2.00%
I'11 bet I could find out if I could see the cover.

I return the Colson Bulletins. Yes, he certainly does get around
and he is remerkable for & man of his age. I started to state girl, but maybe
he is more male than female. Good thing he never got to Demmark or we would
have had a female with as sharp a tongue of that thing who calls herself
Lady Astor.

I have the three(3) volumes of the Butterfield Overland Mail - I
purchased the work when it was first published. Thanks just the same.

Re - Knapp Second Sale - 24¢ - 30¢ 1869 covers. It is cuite a long
story - Some were good - some were bad. Colson said - back in 1938 - that
Knapp's 1869 collection was full of "Zareskis." I thought at the time it was
a malicious lie but Colson was right. Knapp believed that everyone he had was
good. No doubt all came f'rom Zareski via John Kleeman. Ned had great faith
in Kleman, but there was never a bigger crook in Nassau St,

Re - 24¢ 1869 cover - My Service Photo No. 77 is a very great rarity
and good 28 gold. Do you remember it?

Re -~ your cover with a pair of 3¢ '51 to Lencaster Canada West -



#2. Mr. kdgar B. Jessup - May 8, 1953.

New York - Ship - of lec. 2. I haven't a doubt but what this originated in
California and went "Via N." Of course, the pair of 3¢ paid the rate to the
East, but it was short paid to Canada - New York sent it on its way as an
unpaid letter from New York to Canada and at the Line it was manuscript marked
as 10¢ due. Received in Canada it was msrked with a large "6" - which was
Canadian 6 pence due - Their 6 pence sterling was 10¢ U, S,

Your cover left S.r. on the "Cortes" on Nov. 9, 1854 - and was
brought into New York by the Star of the West on Dec. 2, 1854. You purchased
your cover from Laurie Mason. I enclose a photo of a Short Paid to Nova Scotia
in 1853 - This should have had a U. S, payment of 10¢. The 3¢ served no purpose,
File this photo with your cover. I believe thet this cover should heve been
rated withll5¢ due as the rate from California was 15¢ to Canada at that time,
Had the letter been deposited in the S.F. P.0O., it would have had the 6g pay
disregarded and an unpaid rate of 15¢ applied,

Thanks very much for the loan of the two "N.,C. R.R." covers. I really
don't know what to think at present so I will not attempt to express any opinion.
Did you ever hear of a "Northern California N.R.?" I never did and besides why
would such covers as these have a railroad marking? Consider the one S.F. to
Sac City. W¥as this glven to Kimble to carry to the S,F, P.0.? If so, why did
he put any such a marking on the cover? This is marked by you 1853. The other
shows five years later from Oroville to Greenwood - the handstamp looks just the
same - What'could be the connection with Kimble? You know far better than I do.
I will express this opinion. I think the N.C. markings on both these covers is
a BANK FAKB., Did Parker Lyon make i1t? I will make photos of both covers and
send prints to you later.

Re - the 90¢ 1861 cover you mentioned. This was Lot 2873 in First
Knapp sale. It was from Philadelphia May 1863 and the stamp was tied by two dark
blue grids. I did have a lot of correspondence with Souren about it in 1943, It
came up in a sale by H. R. Harmer Oct. 25, 1951 and I pronounced it genuine in all
respects, The stamp did have a tear. I do not recall it had any Boston postmark
on the front. A faint red Philadelphia p.m. with PAID at the bottom also tied
stamp to cover. For the Boston "Br Pk" marking I referred to - see the Blake book.
Also see the Emerson off cover items I mentioned - Be careful of such off items
as I suspect Zareski made them. You surely have some - "Hanna Bet?"

I return the "N.C.=R.R." covers herecwith.
Best regards.

Yours etec.,



EZRA D. COLE

Rare Postage Stamps
NYACK . NEW YORK

Commissions - Appraisals

TELEPHONE NYACK 7-0964

May 1lth, 1953

Mr., Stanley B. Ashbrook,
P, Q0: Box 31,
Fort Thomas, Kentucky.

Dear Stan:

A good customer of mine saw the 7RIE cover in
the Helman sale., I tecld him how bad it was and be-
sides everything else mentioned in the catalogue, the
stamp had a very big tear in 1t, not described and Jjust
to get the record straight, his original bid was $1000.00,

As a result of my letter he cancelled his bid and
I told him I had this cover which I described to him and
he then asked to see it. I am selling it to him for less
than one-halfof what he bld and he writes me as follows:

"I am buying the cover you sent me, although
I know the stamp is rather poor, but I also know
it is very rare. I return the cover. WwWill you
please have 1t signed by Stan Ashbrook and please
ask him, if possible, to make a little comment on
this item with reference to the little red star.”

I would like very much to have you do this for
me and of course if there is any fee I will be glad to
pay 1t. He knows the condition of the stamp and that the
7 1is cut badly, so all you have to say 1s that this 1s the
correct plate positions which 1s what I am selling it for
and I would also appreciate your writing about the little
red carrier cancellation.

You can erase the notes on the back if you want
to and write what you want to there.

Sincerely,v

EDC :mkl .~ Ezye D. Cole.



May 15, 1953.

Mr. John A. Fox,
173 Tulip Ave.,
Floral Park. NOY.

Dear John:

Yours of the llth received, enclosing the 10¢ 1847 cover which
I am returning herewith. I have examined this very carefully and I am
convinced the markings are genuine, hence have endorsed it as such on the
back. The pair is from plate positions 19L - 20L, The cover seems %o
be addressed to "FARMVILLE FLR" but I was unable to find any P.0. listed
as in Florida by thet name, so assume it was intended for "Farmville, Va.,"
as that was the only Farmville P.0. in my official 1851 list.

i v

This letter was brought into New York by "ship" and it could have
originated at Chagres, Paname, or some point in the West Indies. A 20¢ rate
applied to Chegres. The S.L. "Steamboat™ is new to me. I suppose one would
assume it was applied at New York but I don't seem to have any record of it.
It seems to be in the same ink as the circular marking,

John there is no reason why you should pay me a fee of $15.00 on
this cover as my charge to anyone would only have been $5.00. I am therefore
sending you my check for $10,00.

Best wishes to you in your new location.

Our best to Virginia and you.

Cordially yours,



NEW ADDRESS:
STAMPS 173 TULIP AVENBE

COVERS FLORAL PARK, N.Y. :
ACCESSORIES

RETAIL
WHOLESALE

BEEKMAN 3-5443 AUCTIONS

May 11, 1953

Mr, Stanley B, Ashbrook
P.,0, Bex 31

33 North St. Thomas Avenue
Fort Thomas, Kentucky

Dear Stan:

Thank you very much for your letter of May 2nd. Your Service Issue
mailed to the old address came through in fine shape, It is nice to get away
from Nassau Street. Things are going along smoothly and we are very busy,
with future auction commitments,

lved
Trust all is well with Vgiéigig and yourself, Virginia joins me in

sending our very best regards.

I will send a cover next week I want checked. I did not have time to
check it before putting it in my auction sale so put it in and as soon as it
comes from the photographers will send it to you. If not good, we can withdraw
it.

With kind personal regards and best wishes,

T e il



JOHN A. FOX

STAMPS og?f’q’;\\)?’ U RETAIL
COVERS o p.O? pNe M WHOLESALE
X
ACCESSORIES ‘,\9 <OV ?P‘g.\‘* R <, | o AUCTIONS
¢V

May 18, 1953

Mr, Stanley B, Ashbrook
P,0, Box 31
Fort Thomas, Kentucky

Dear Stanj

Thank you for sending the check for $10,00, but I am returning it herewith,
I feel that the expertizing was well worth fifteen dollars, rather than the five,
You have done me many favors in the past, for which I am grateful, so I am more
than pleased to repay you in this small way,

With kind personal regards and best wishes,

Sincerely,

JAF:ew



Mr, John A. Fox,
173 Tulip Ave.,

Floral Park, N,Y,
Dear John:

I have yours of the 18th with return of my check
end I feel rather guilty in accepting it back but whet can
I do about 4t? The only thing that I can think of the next
time is towreruse you an opinion unless you asgree not to over-
pay. That sure seems fair enough.

With best wishes - and again thanks -

Cordially yours,

-



- VAHAN MOZIAN INC.

I DEALERS IN RARE POSTAGE STAMPS - ESTABLISHED |90||

505 FIFTH AVENUE AT 42v2sT.NEW YORK 17,N.Y.

PHONE VANDERBILT 6-0162

May 11th 1953,

Mr Stanley B Ashbrook
33 N Fort Thomas Ave
Fort Thomas, Ky

Dear Mr., Ashbrook:

We are again taking the liberty of enclosing three
items for your opinion:

1¢ blue can you let us know what type this may be?
' We believe it to be either IIIA or III,

. The 10¢ Imperforate tied to cover with a Red Grid
and also Benicia Calif, Cover also contains the red Swarts also
tied, Can you give us any idea of this red grid? This cover
is from the original correspondence ef"Washburn;'most all
letters addressed were between California and New York,

1¢ 1870 grill with what we believe to be colored

ribbing, ( c,oa,,,7 pLotge)

Thanking you in advance, and if you will let us know
your charges, we will forward same by return mail,

With kindest regards,

Very truly yours,

VAHAN MOZIAN INC. '

%«M/Z‘%’—ﬂm

CASH BUYERS OF COLLECTIONS * PHILATELIC AUCTIONEERS * APPRAISALS FOR PROBATE AND INSURANCE



May 16, 1953.

Vahan Mozian, Inc.,
505 Fifth Ave.,
New York 17, N.Y.

Attention: Mr. H, Mozian
Dear Mr, Mozian:

Herewith the three items as per yours of the 11lth. My analysis
is as follows:

10¢ 1855 - Type II - on cover, addressed to Vallejo, Calif. Letter
inside dated New York, Apr. 19, 1856. Stamp tied by New York ringless grid
in red. Swart's Local stamp tied by Benicia, Calif. The cover bears no
New York pogtmark ond the reason is undoubtedly as follows -

The mail ships for Panama sailed from New York on the 5th and 20th of
each month. This letter was entrusted to Swart's Post to carry direct tc the
mail ship, hence no New York postmark. The 10¢ stamp was canceled by the
mail clerk at the pier. Letter dated Apr. 19, 1856 - probably given to
Buwpdts the next daey to convey to the ship - too late to place in New York
Post Office for ssiling that dey. Arriving at Ben Francisco it was missent
to Benicia, and from there, postmarked and forwarded to Vallejo. The "Paid
10 cts" appears to be in the same ink as the address, and if so, it might in-
dicate that the writer applied it to show she had paid 10¢ in cash to Swarts
for the postage.

I have endorsed the cover on the back as genuine.

One Cent 1857 - This stemp is a Type IIIA from Pdate 4 - The perfs
cut the bottom part of the design but this position on the plate had an un=-
broken bottom line, hence Type IIIA as the top line is broken.

One Cent Bank Note. Re - the blue horizontal lines. I egree that
these are in the same blue ink as the stamps. This indicates an offset from
some item that was printed in the same blue ink. I haven't the raﬁptest iden
what that item was. This is really a most unusual item and the defpctive sheet
should have been destroyed and not issued.

My fee for the above is $3.50. Al >
‘ Sincerely yours, ) Q \Q§°

)
W

(27-40)



- VAHAN MOZIAN INC.

| DEALERS IN RARE POSTAGE STAMPS - ESTABLISHED 1901 |

505 FIFTH AVENUE AT 428 sT.NEW YORK 17,N.Y.

PHONE VANDERBILT 6-0162
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May 20, 1953.

Vahan Mozian, Inc.,
505 Fifth Ave.,
at 42nd St.,
~ New York 17, N.Y.
Dear Mr. Mozien:
Re - yours of the 18th. I was rather puzzled at your letter,
being unabla to understand what‘relatinn the blue lines might have to a
ribbed paper ;ariety. Would the latter be due to something similar to
a paper watermark, that is, something in the manufacture of the paper,
whereas the lines are ipk printed. The only possible solution to me
seemed to be some sort of offset from the same dark blue ink used to print
the sheet of stamps.
I will eppreciate your comment as I always heartily welcome any
opinion contrary to mine.
Thanks for your check,
With regards -

Sincerely yours,



VAHAN MOZIAN INC.

|

DEALERS IN RARE POSTAGE STAMPS - ESTABLISHED 1901

505 FIFTH AVENUE AT 42vosT.NEW YORK 17,N Y.

PHONE VANDERBILT 6-0162

May 25th 1953.

Mr, Stanley B Ashbrook
P 0 Box 31
Fort Thomas Ky

Dear Mr, Ashbrook:

Your letter of May 20th received, and I am very
sorry that I confused you in my little remark. You most pro-
bably are absolutely correct in stating this is some sort of
offset. What first puzzled me was that according to the counting
of the marks on the face of the stamp it checked to the deserip-
tion in Brookman's book page 31 where he states approximately
40 lines to the inch for ribbed paper. We checked this and it
came out almost exact,

On the return of the stamp from you the other
day, we blew this up in our Radex enlarger and it checked again
showing about 40 lines to the inch,

But after considering how ribbing is made, we
feel that it cannot have anything to do with ribbed paper, in
as much as the ribbing is put in before the stamp is printed.

Many thanks for all your past favors.

Sincerely yours,

VAHAN MOZIAN INC.

%«MZW

HM:SL
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May 27, 1953.

Vehan Mozian, inc.,
505 Fifth Ave.,
New York 17, N.Y,
Dear Mr, Mozian:

Re - yours of the 25th. Here is a suggestion,

The chances are that one of the officials of the Bureau at
Washington could explain how the offset happened. ~hil Vard
is quite a‘gogd friend of Hall, who i8 in charge. ¥hy not
send the oopi to Phil and ask him to send it to Hall, or if
you wish, send if to me and I will send it to Phil,

Years #go in the nineteen thirties, I recall a some-
what similar item thet was an offset of some kind. #s I re=-
member, the stamp was a 7¢ Bank Note but the effset was in black
and was from some other of the IPank Note values.

Your copy is interesting asnd cuite & nice variety
that deserves further investigation.

Sincerely yours,



. VAHAN MOZIAN INC.

IC"VDEALERS‘W RARE POSTAGE STAMPS - ESTABLISHED 190I

505 FIFTH AVENUE AT 42%°sT.NEW YORK 17,N.Y.

PHONE VANDERBILT 6-0162

June 3rd 1953,

Mr, Stanley B Ashbrook

P 0 Box 31, 33 N Ft.Thomas Ave
Fort Thomas, Ky,

Dear Mr. Ashbrook:

Many thanks for your letter of May 7th, and we
appreciate your interest in this 1¢ Banknote. As per your
suggestion, we are going to forward the stamp on to Mr,
Ward asking him to show it to his friend, Mr. Hall,

Will keep you informed as to developments,

Sincerely yours,

VAHAN MOZIAN INC. '

/Zémvt%%
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Feb, 12, 1953.

Mr. Irwin R. Weinberg,

% Miner Stamp Co.,

Harveys lLake, Pa.

Dear Mr. VWeinberg:

Thanks for yours of the 10th.

Will you please advise me what price the 90¢ 1860 brought in
your sale of Jan, 28th. This was Lot 87. I enclose postal card.

If you will just jot down the price it will be sufficient.

Sincerely yours,



‘ EZRA D. COLE

Rare Postage Stamps
NYACK . NEW YORK

Commissions . Appraisals

TELEPHONE NYACK 7-0964

February 17th, 1953

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook,
Pe 0 Bex 3y
Fort Thomas, Kentucky.

Dear Stan:
First the Confederates which I am enclosing.

The one I have marked with an "X" on the card
is the color of the Harmer Rooke sheets except that
theirs have gum and I don't think are even as good
as this, but I don' t think this is the milky blue.

The one on the envelope 1s what I consider the
milky blue. This is one of Emerson's which I saved
just for the color. Do you agree with me on this? If
not, set me straight so I will know it. The writing on
this is fmerson's I think.

I am also enclosing a 90¢ stamp. I picked this
up in New York yesterday. What do you think about 1it?
Of course you will note the cancellation right off. The
dealer who let me have this stamp knows of course that it
is cancelled but I am not sure whether he identified the
cancellation so tell me what you want to in a letter to me,
and also write me another note that I can show to him. The
problem is this: Maybe we can buy it just as a nice used
stamp , if you consider it genuine. It looks to me like it
might be alright.

If we cannot buy it or do anything with it even though
it is genuine I think I can get some kind of a fee out of him
for you, but first I would like to see 1f we cannot make some
money on it.

For instance I think #m would be interested, possibly
Ted Gore, etc.
/

sincersly,
F o

S

&

EDC smkl Ezre D. Cole.



Feb. 19 ® 1953 °

Mr. Ezra D. Cole,
Nyack, N.Y,

Dear Bz: Re "[04 LT &G Ceenn
You can show the enclosed letter to your friend if you wish.

This stamp was Lot #87 in a recent sale by the Miner Stamp Co.
I sent for it before the sale and examined it, then gave him (or them)
a bid., I knew darn well I would not get it because he would conclude
that because I bid the stamp must be good. It has a bad tear at top.
It might be good and it might be bad - chances are it is the latter.
Someone probably copied by illustrations in my book - this would be
duck soup for Zareski. I told Krug there was a copy in a sele by
"diner." : £ don' think he gets their catalogues.

Re - The Confeds. I don't think the Harmer, Rooke sheets are even
good as your "X" copy - They are on an entirely different paper - much
thinner and heve brown molasses gum - no milky blues have brown gum and
no brown gum are in the milky blue. It seems that Thatcher is asking
everyone who has any knowledge of Confeds if the sheets are the MIIKY BLUE,
He must think that I am a dumb cluck - dumb as he is.

The "Milky Blue' comes on a rather thick wove psper with white gum -
your vertical pair is a very Tine example., I don't think that I ever saw
a full pane of 100, much less a full sheet of ?00. It is perfectly asinine
to call those sheets the hilky Blue - might as well call & common 3¢ 1861
Rose a "Pigeon." Just as damn silly. I would sey the Milky - Type I or II
is scarce used but it is damn rare unused even in pairs, much less blocks.
The very first printings were in that ink.

Incidentally, this 90¢ sold in thet Miner sale for $51.00, so the
"proprietor"” informed me. This is one of those bedroom auctions. If I owned
thés 90¢ I certainly would not OK it but I would sell it "as is."” At thet
it is a damn sight better than those fakes thet Em Krug has bought in recent
months, Zareski turns them out as fast @#s he can lay hands on copies to fake.
Knowing that the fish don't fall for his red grids any more he cleans the red
grids and substitutes black towns. Boy is he a cute little joker.

Hegards.

Yours etc.,



. -

Feb, 19, 1953.

Mr. Ezra D, Cole,
Nyack, N.Y,

Dear Ezra:
Hercwith the 90¢ 1860 as per yours of the 17th.

My advice is to submit this to the Expert
Committee of the Philatielic Foundeation., I would not
attempt to express an opinion unless I mde a very
thorough examination, which would include a photograph
by ultra-violet, etc. For same I would charge a fee
of $5.00 regardless of whether my opinion was that
the cancel is good or bad, or whether I could not
reach a definite conclusion.

Sincerely yours,
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EZRA D. COLE

Rare Postage Stamps
NYACK . NEW YORK

Commissions . Appraisals

TELEPHONE NYACK 7-0964

May 15th, 1953

Mr, Stanley B. Ashbrook,
. 0, Box 31,
Fort Thomas, Kentuckye.

Dear Stan:

Yours of May 13, before I could get my other letter
mailed to you.

BEveryong. around here had been either sick or half
sick with a cold.

Thanks a lot for signing the cagrier cover. This
1s golng to a man who knows all abq t and just wants
the damn thing, and he sure as Hellfsaw,the condition of 1it,
and the price‘in wgéopinion 1s falr I %hink it would bring

as much as I am
the way things

You will recall sometime ago I sent you this 90¢
tamp. Here i1s what the Foundatlion says about it. Now
the problem 1s this. The owner says he will pay you a fee.
This is not for me and you can charge him what you would
charge some stranger and he will pay it. I suggest that when
you have looked at 1t you just send me a bill. Of course there
is the bare possibility that we can buy it and sell it pro-
vided you think it 18 genuine, but please go on the assump-
tion that we may not be able to get it and we will work on
the selling angle when we can.

A had a note from Fred Schmalzriedt today. You are
dead right about that gentleman - he knows more about stamps
than both of us together - in his own opinion.

Everybody as written Wilhelm about his mixup with the
Foundation and I have a sneaking idea he will get in touch with
Jessup, and I wlll hear from everyone before this is through =
except the Foundation and I think I can keep the animal stirred
up. I will do my best to keep the pot bolling. It is not an
important item, it is only about $100.00 but it is enough to
bother with and irritate the Hell out;of everyone,

EDC tmlkl ~




May 20, 1953.

Mr. Ezra D. Cole,

Nyack, N.Y,.
Dear Ezra:

I am returning the 90¢ 1860 herewith together with the P.F,
certificate. Yes, I recall this copy as it was Lot 87 in a sale by
the Miner Stamp Co. last Jan. 28th., I examined the copy 2t the time
of the sale, also at the time you sent it to me but Ez I really cannot
~ express a.deffnite opinion regarding it end I don't think anyone can,
It may be a genuine strike and it may not be. Zareski wouldn't hesitate
to turn out an item like this and I have no desire to authenticate any of
his stuff.

Regards.

Yours ete.,



July 17, 1953.

Mr. Ezra D. Cole, \
Rysck, N,Y,

Dear ~zra:

- I am returning herewith the 90¢ 1860
with the Ucean Mail marking. I have again examined
this very carefully but I am unable to arrive ah
any definite conelusion regarding it. I think the
stamp should be put in a class "as i8". This could
have been made by Zareski and I would dislike veryy
much to even suggest that some of his work might be
genuine. ihe tracings in my book of this marking
were very accuraite and he could have very easily made
a reproduction of any of them. I know pogitively
thet he did copy some.

With regards -

)
Tours ete.,

o
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STANLEY B.ASHBROOK
A.P.S.2497
33 N.FT. THOMAS AVE.

FT. THOMAS, KY

March 14, 1953.

Mr. Mike D'Agostino,

% Orange Lawn Tennis Club,

South Orange, N.J. S /
B S »
Dear Mr, D'As‘:'V ' L
N
HM our One Cent 1851 /cover as ger'/yours o‘!zthe 12th.

There is no new VQ'iety in the three sj;a"mps comprisin;g/ he block.

.U” o

In fact, the three sta\pa are regular and tge' types are

li Sted in thesdgosc”" /‘) f

‘;‘", et imapesiers ’ ‘.
\\
,Inasmuch as I/ya{g{an lexamin&tion fee on all items sub-

mitted to me, I/nnot give ydu the facts™ hout charge. If you

(

AT

wish e togethg,n..w-rﬁﬁ an enlarged photograph ndly forward me

your check for $3.50.
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May 21, 1953,

Mr, Mike D'Agostino,
4 Orange Lawn Tennis Club,
South Orange, Nede

Dear Mr, D'Agostino:
Herewith your vertical strip of three of the U, S. One Cent 1851

as per youss of the 18th. Thanks very much for the fee of $3.50.

The plate pheitions déﬁhis strip are 48L4 - 58L4 - 6814 - The
reliefs ard E, F and C. Thé types classify as follows:

Top stamp - This was a Type III before the scissors cut at top
destroyed the type. In other words, this ié a was type not an is type,
bherefore, a enuch, the latter being a was rather than an is.

Miadle stamp. This is a Type 1IIA - top line broken, bottom line
not broken.

Bottom stamp. This was a Type IIIA before the cut at bottom de-

- 8groyed the type.
I made a photograph of this strip and I will send you print later.

Very truly yours,
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May 13, 1953

Mr. Thomss Parke
3556 79th Street
Jackgon Heights, §. Y.

Dear Mr. Parks:

Thacks greatly for your letter of the
11th enclesing a communication from Mr., Lowell Cooper of New
castle, Indiana wherein he calls your attention to 2 Nashville
prison camp cover. I have read this with interest and am ime
pressed with what Ashbrook had to say. He, as you are aware,
is a very careful student and it is my thought that had he felt
the cover wmas good, he would have followed it up and written
for more details, or else asked for the loan of the item,

Unless you or someone else hu checked
this cover carefully and feels it really is & prison camp usage,
I do not feel that I will add it to my list, which will sppear
in "Mekeel's™ of next week., This list of prison camps, which
you have gotten together, is no doubt very accurate and has been
carefully checked. I hope the Cooper cover may be checked later
so that we will know exactly whether such a camp existed and if
80, was this cover used at that point? In the meantime I am re-
turning the Cooper letter.

I will add the Savannah, Georgia to your
list in view of your remarks. I note you have a photegraph of
the cover and that Mac Bride has checked it.

Again thanking you, I am with kind per-
sonal regards,

PHILIP H. WARD, JR.
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Official Records of the Union and Confederate Armiss, Series 2, Volume 7, page 1095.

b4} vllSIOh
Headquarters Military Pidedwiet of West ms:llaippi,

Office of EXGW
New Orleam, 'mn‘bor 5y 1864,

Mejor Jemes R.Gurrell,
Assistant Agent of Exchange, Mobile, Alebema,

(last peragraph) I enclose a few letters, one to your own address, =

c.C Dwight,
Colonel and Agent for Exchange.

(page 888) 0ffice of Egchnnge of Prisoners, Mobile, Scpt.28,1864,

Cdonel C.C.Dwight, RN,
Agent, of Exchange, Mil:ltaryw of West Mississippi.

(2nd par,) May I fequbat that if Fort Morgen prisoners mmm or any of them have left
New Orleans, letters and packages for them may be forwarded to them without
delay

3 Jemes R,Currell,
Major and Assistant Commissioner ot Egahmgo

Currell to Dwight =~ (page 981) - October 13,1864.

(2nd par.) Not knowing what disposition you will make of the prisomers captured at
Fort Morgan, I have the honor to request that all letters and packages
which I may send you for them be forwarded to them if they are moved away
from New Orleans, . If this does not meet with the approval of General
Canby, may I ask that you advise me thereof &s soon as comvenient, as I
am probably forwarding & number of parcels for those priseners in & few days.

Dwight to Currell -~ (pqgo‘é97) o September 36,1864.

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your commnication of ‘the 22nd inst.,
with enclosures addressed to unjor Ssyna;gki, which I have already forwarded to him,

In answer to your proposition to exchange for the priseners eaptured in Fort Morgan,

I have to say that under existing ordors no. exchlngel beyond - those tlrcady agreed upon
can for the present be meade. '

The letter for Mrs.Currell, enclosed by you, I have caused to be delivered.

((Apparemtly Mrs,Curxell wes in New Orleams.)) . .



o W

Dwight to Gurrell -  (page 161) =  Sept.22,1864.

Your faver of the 1llth inst. is before me, I regret thet you could not make the
deliveries on parole which I proposed but join in your hope that they will socon be

exchanged,

I have the homor to enclose a comnmnication for Major Ig.Sgymanski in reply to his
letter which yon had the kindness to torward

P —

Office of Exchange,
(page 717) Heedquerters, New ()rleans,Sept.3,1864.

Major Ig.Szymanski,
C,8.Agent of Exchenge, Trans-lMississippi Department, Alexandria, Ia.

(last par.) I enclose & few letters which you will plesse have delivered.
Chas .C.Dwight, Agent of Exchange.
Dwight to Szymanski (page 888) - Sept.28,1864,
== I enclose a few letters, mostly for citizens within your lines.
Szymanski to Dwight (page 923) ~  October 4,1864 (from Shreveport,La.)

(2nd par,) -- I also send you & package of letters which you will please mail or
send to their proper address,

9t o . -

Dwight to Szymanski (page 1077) - November 1, 1864.

I enclose a few letters for prisoners and others,

- -

Currell to D'ight_ (page 1074) - October 31,1864.
I have the hornor of forwarding a few papers,

———— -

Dwight to Szymanski (page 1078) - November 1, 1864,

I enclose & few letters for prisomers and others,

S s S L
2 .0y
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May 26, 1953,

Kr. George N, Malpass,
5401 Ninth &St%. No.,
5%, Petersburg, Fla.

Dear Mr, Malpass:

I am returning herewhth the various items contained in yours
of the 21st. I photorraphed the various items and I will send you
prints later together with the charge. The B/J on the Lovell, Mass.
cover is an exceptionally fine D.T.; so I madé quite an enlarged photo
Of it. .

; Re =~ the cover to Bremen with the large "1/2" marking. This
was applied at Bremen and it was the German postage due marking. It is the
same as the strike on the o p; on the piece of cover. I suppose it didn't
make any difference if it was applied in red or black., I could look up
- the Treaty and find out the name of the German currency as designated by
1/2, but I suppose it was equivalent to about 2¢ in our money. Incidentally
4 hed no record of a cover (oxreular mail) - to Bremen with this 1/2 marking.

Regarding your ?¢ bank Note bisect cover. I examined this very
carefully but I would not care to express a definite opindon on it. Per- SQ <.
sonally I don't care forsuch freaks and I try to avoid them., There were —
a lot of stamp collectors b 1870 and we had many busy-bodies in those early H‘X b
days who made "new" varieties. I will state this - The chances are the 6 5‘
cover is genuine - the postmarik is White House, New Jersey, the use Sept. \3
1871. 4 think it @ould be good. A ls

(4

With kindest regards =

BlelcA

315 37

5@] mont
ta () FCD

Cordially yours,



GEORGE N. MALPASS

5401 NINTH STREET NoO.
ST. PETERSBURG, FLORIDA
May 21, 1953

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook
35 N. Ft. Thomas Ave.
Fort Thomas, Kye.

A

Desr Mr. Ashbrook:

Thanks for yours of Mey 16, re Black Jacks, and for your offer to photo
some of the varieties.

I contacted the collector last night, and we selected the enclosed as
examples of particular interest to him. He is open minded about the
project and cooperative as well as interested.

Enclosed: .
3 coples #73 with double transfers at top.

1 copy #87, D.T. at bottom

Used block of four #73 with D.T. at bottom

1 copy with what appears to be a Triple Transfer at bottom

1 copy tied to piece with 1/2 in red y

1 cover to Bremen, 1/2 in black

1 cover from Lowell,yﬂass. with D.T. at bottom

Please use your own discretion on these. 1If some are really not prominent
enough to make any kind of a picture, they can be omitted. If any are of
suffieient importance to warrant a large size print (like the uniique D.T.
obtained from you), then the enlargement will be better.

I did not include the unused copy with 11 x 13 grill and D.T. at bottom,
previously sent, and which you say may be with your other negatives. If
this does not turn up he may want a photo of that one at a later date.

I have also enclosed & 146b cover recently offered to me. I know very
little about the value of this stamp, so would like a photo, and you may

also be glad to have it for your files.

I have not included return postage or registration. Please add this on your
bill when you send it.

Hope these are of sufficient interest to make the work worthwhile, Certainly
it will be appreciated on this end.

With kind regards.

Sincerely
MEMBER CONFEDERATE STAMP ALLIANCE, AMERICAN PHILATELIC SOCIETY, SOCIETY OF PHILATEL
NEW YORK COLLECTORS CLUB, AMERICAN TOPICAL ASSOCIATION
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BeEekwitTH FARMS

CITRUS' = ECOTTON:=SCATTLE
GROWERS AND SHIPPERS OF

BEST QUALITY GRAPEFRUIT AND ORANGES

Mail Address - Route Two, Weslaco, Texas

HIDALGO COUNTY

PROGRESO, TEXAS May 15, 1953

Stanley B. Ashbrook
Fort Thomas, Kentucky

Dear Mr, Ashbrook:

As I have a naturally inquisitive disposition, especially regarding
postal history, I like to read all the available literature and
therefore thank you for the information in your letter regarding
Texas supplies of 1847 stamps.

I would not like to discourage you in continuing this practice by
telling you that quite recently I got practically the same information
from Hahn Postal Markings, 1938, because I must advise you that this
handbook also gives the totals furnished, which brings me rigt up to
date, but my sincere thanks to you nevertheless.

I am enclosing check in the amount of $18.00 covering four covers
submitted, and returning two on account of duplication. I would like

to call your attention to the very interesting letter in the Gelwveston /fovswm
cover returned. The sender, Sterling McNeil, was quite a character,

and both he and his father have biographies in the Texas Historical
handbook, which confirm very closely the statements in his letter, and
these biographies also indicate that he was not exactly the unfortunate
innocent, which his letter suggests.

I am taking the liberty of also enclosing a Texas cover and ask you,

at your leisure, to give me your opinion and comments on same, as it
completely puzzges me. As you are a recognized authoruty on Philatelic
matters, meaning that any comments by you tend to increase the intrinsiec
value, I request and expect an invoice covering this service. It is a
Tyler, Texas cover containing latter dated May 21, 1869, with a single

and a pair of five cent browns, #76, (1863). It {s a neat cover even

if some one did cut off part of the envelope stamp, but what to me 2
seems very strange are the extremely wide margins extending on three -
of the sides into part of the adjoining stamps. One side of the pair

might be a straight edge, but all the other sides give the impression

that someone was very proud of his imperf vertically stamps and wanted

the whole world to know about it./Avwle gude Jme m pa

I can find no reference anywhere to imperf or partially perf stamps of
this issue and would certainly like to have your comments.

I received today from London,Robson Lowes forth coming auction catalogue
dealing solely with early U.S.A. which undoubtedly will be an outstanding
event., Friend Hill should attend that sale if only to examine the
Jefferson five cent brownson covers

G R V0 IR VL



May 21, 1953.

Mr. Arthur Beckwith,
Route Two,
Weslaco, Texas,

Dear Mr, Beckwith:

Thanks very much for yours of the 15th with check for $18.00, and
the return of the Houston and Galveston covers. I had not read the McNeil
letter and I thank you for calling it to my ettention. Ninety-three niggers
and 4000 acees of land wes not bad for the year 1852,

I note you have a copy of the Hahn Postgl merkings handbook. It
does contain some very valuable data. My data was complled from the same
original source. ;

"I am rcturning herewith your registered cover, Tyler to Jefferson,
Texas (postage 3¢ - registration 15¢ in 1869). I do not beliefte that the
stamps were originally used as we see them but rather thet perforations were
trimmed to give an added value to the cover. The vertical pailr, surely had
the perfs cut from the right side and 1 have little doubt that the same was
done to the single, which, in my opinion, was also a center line copy. This
single m easures about ?5 MM wide which is not at all unusual as I have examples
of trimmed 3¢ and 10¢ which show 26 MM. People who do this kind ofsilly monkey-
business remove stamps from covers, trim the perfs and replace. They do not
seem to have much trouble in finding buyers for such unlisted varieties.

Yes, I have a copy of the Robgon, lowe sale of the Tapp collection.
I had a lot of correspondence with Major Tappisome ten or twelve years ago.
I had no idea he had so many "Garnier" covers in his collection. The Garnier
correspondence fell into the hands of Zareski, the mest notorious philatelic
erook in Furope. DNot all Garnier covers are bad, but a great many are and
are found in some of our foremost collections. A person is very foolish to buy
a Garnier unless he has positive evidence it is not a Zareski fix.

There is no fee on the enclosed. I wish my report caulld have been
betterc

With kindest regerds -
Sincerely yours,

P.S.=--1 trust the recent storms in
Texas did not bother you.
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SPECIALIZING IN THE PURCHASE OF OLD STAMPS
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Mr. Raynor Hubbell,
Box 573,

Griffin, Ca,
Dear Mr. Hubbell:

Herewith the ?¢ Green cover as per yours of the 22nd.
This is not a very convincing looking item but I have examined
it very carefully and I am of the opinion it is genuine and was
a drop rate at Liberty, Miss. While the postmark is very faint,
it is certaihly "LIBERTY - MISS" and this postmark is genuine in
my opinion. The day date ﬁﬁﬁ in the postmark is in the same ink
(in my opinion) as the pen marks on the stamp,

I have signed the cover on the back as genuine and this
I wonld not do unless I was quite certain that my opinion was
correct,

With regards «

Sincerely yours,



u

May 28, 1953,

To Mr. RAYNOR HUBBELL

GRIFFIN, GEORGIA

For examination of cover

Confederate

2¢ Green Lithograph

Drop Rate

Liberty, Nis8. ssecsscsescccsscssessd5.00



Howard Lehman would like to have a record of this cover -
If you care to advise him regarding it you can inform hir

I will furnish him a photo print @ $2.00.
S.B.A.
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May 13, 1953,

Mr. C. M. Phillips, Jr.,
Route 1, Box 78,
Winter Haven, Fla,

Dear Clare:

Yours of the 1l0th received, with the 5¢ Brown. I do not believe
that this is S,U.S, #105, but I haven't a copy of the latter for direct
comparison; so I am sending it down to Phil Ward and requesting him to com-
pare with genuine copies which he possesses. The re-issues - special printings
and such stuff are a bit out of my line. Your copy looks to me like it had
been "bleached" - the paper don't look like the real thing to me, 80 we will
see what Phil has to say about it. There is so much monkey-business going on
and in so many cases, done in the most efficient manner. Fake perforations =
all sorts of repair work - removal of cancelations so that no trace is left - the
real "artists" work under the quaryz lamp and they strive for perfection, and
they come-very near to obtaining it. An "authority" in this day and age really
has to know his stuff to keep up with them and that statement is a fact, not an
opinion. There are a lot of chaps in this game who think they know and class
themselves as (qualified experts, but boy oh boy, they don't realize what dann
fools they are. What is thet old saying about - fools venture where angels fear
to tread, I probably have the wording all balled up but the ¥ruth is there.

Gled you liked the covers as much as we liked the last box of fruit.
Bo Clare, it was not all grepefruit bué half and helf oranges and the latier were
unusuelly fine - very juicy and sweet., Both were excellent in fact.

Larry Shoemaker an old friend of mine, and his charmipgg wife came thru
here last week and we had quite a visit. They were on their way home from the
winter in Florida. Larry purchased a lot in Sarasota and is going to build a
home. He told me he hsd met you.

Glad to report that the three of us are all okay but the weather is
lousy = dark overcast days - lots of drizzle - and up snd down temperature - cold
drizzle today and 45 is predicted tonight.

Stan Jr. graduates on June 5th from Univer#sty of Cincinnati affer a
five years course in engineering - then he will go into the Service. We may drive
down to Charleston, 5.C. the latter part of this month if this damn weather ever
clears up. We haven't had any spring.

Our regards to Mrs, Phillips and you and of course to the children. .

Cordially yours,
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May 13, 1953.

Mr. Philip H. Ward, Jr.,
1616 Walnut St.,

Philadelphia 3, Pa,
Dear Phil:

I enclose a 5¢ 1862 Brown canceled in lower left corner.
A dealer claims this is the 1875 - #105. My eye tells me that this
is not the 105 but a regular stamp that shows monkev-business.
The paper looks to me like 1t’has been bleached - It has a gray or
bluish look. I havén't a copy of #105 for direct comparison so there
is no feason why I should express any positive opinion,.

There is no fee involved in this and I am anpealing to you
Just for my own satisfaction, as I am wondering if some fakers are trying
to bleach regular stemps and disposing of them as the re-isswe on very
white paper, ‘ ’

Return envelope herewith,

BOgards.

Yours etc.,



PENNYPACKER 5-3237

PHILIP H. WARD, JR.
1616 WALNUT STREET
PHILADELPHIA 3

May 26, 1953
Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook
P. 0, Box 31
Fort Thomas, Ky.
Dear Stan: S S
et I am returning herewith the 5¢ brown of 1861.

tell on first look that it wasn't but after glancing at it, it was
my opinion that it was a doctored proof for the paper was not
similar to the normal stamp. I took it home, compared it with pos-
sibly fifty used copies and find that the stamp has been treated in
X some way for the paper is softer and is, of course, whiter. Of all

/s of my copies, there is not a single one in this shade nor on this

“1" soft paper. The usual stamp is much harder. I cannot say as to
whether gne subjected this to some treatment in order to clean it up
or to try and make a special print. The stamp is the real stamp and
is not a proof. It, however, has been doctored; whether intentionally
or not, I cannot say. The very shade would convince anyone who had
ever worked with the reissues that it was not a reprint, hence I can-
not believe anyone would endeavor to make such a poor imitatlon of

the rare reprint. s
r——————~" *h"_—\f - Ra———

/[ This, as I stated in my last letter, is not the reissue. I cculd

I had lunch with Frank Hollowbush today and
he told me that part of Perry's book on Carriers is now in print and
he expects to have the completed publication available during June.
I offhand asked Frank if he was the angel and he said no but that he
was working with Perry on something else in which he was more in-
terested. He tells me that he thinks Jessup furnished most of the
money needed in completing this work.

Sincerely

. ;v/&/(/

PHILIP H. WARD, JR.
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Mey 2§, 1953.

Mr, C. M. Phillips, Jr.,
Route 1, Box 78,
Winter Haven, Fla.

Dear Clare:

Herewith the 5¢ 1863, I quote from Phil Ward's letter, dated
May 26, 1953 as follows:

"I am returning herewith the 5¢ brown of 1861, This, as I
stated in my last letter, is not the reissue. I could tell on first
look that it wasn't but after glaneing at it, it was my opinion that it
was a doctored proof for the paper was not similar to the normal stamp.
I took it home, compared it with possibly fifty used copies and find that
the stamp has been treated in some way for the paper is softer and 18,
of course, whiter. Of all of my copies, there is not a single one in this
shade nor on this soft paper. The usual stamp is much harder. I cannot
say as to whether one subjected this to some treatment in order to c¢lean it
up or to try and make a speecial print. The stamp is the real stamp and is
not a proof. It, however, has been doctored; whether intentionally or not,
I cannot say. The very shade would convince anyone who had ever worked
with the reissues thet it was not a reprint, hence I cannot believe anyone
would endeavor to make such a poor imitation of the rare reprint."

Please treat the above as strictly confidential, that is, do not
quote Ward's remarks or refer to him in any way as this examination by him
was a favor to me. You can inform that owner if you wish that Ashbrook
stated this was not the re-issue but the regularly issued stamp.

Clare permit me to warn you in acquiring or handling anything un-
usual such as the re-issues, special printings, grills, part perfs, imperfs,
ete. etc. etc. All such items are being faked by experts who make a living
by such crooked work. I beg of you to be very careful because lots of
their stuff is extremely careful.

With best wishes -

Cordially yours,
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3 Jark £. Moleswnrth
Dkilatelic Deale'r’ anol ‘Brolier

102 Beacon Street
Boston 16, Massachusetts

May 26, 1953

Mr, Stanley B. Ashbrook
P. 0. Box 31

33 No Ft. Thomas Avemue
Fort Thomas, Kentucky

Dear Stan,

Thenks for your note of the 2lst. No particulsr reason that you
have not heard from me, just nothing new to write about., I talked with
Dan about the Sweet collection and he evidenced no desire whatsoever
to cooperate., He, of course, sees no reason why Sweet should go to
the bother of having his plates ripped up for photographing with no
apparent benefit to him., I can't say that this attitude speaks too
highly for either of the parties involved., However, I did attempt to
point out to Dan that the value of the holdings would be significantly
enhanced after the book was published, not only plating the stamps but
photographing many pieces in the collection . He did not seem to feel
this was of much importancesince the plate is evailable for sale anyway,
Of course, at the ridiculous price he is now asking this doesn't mean
mich, We will just heve to sit and waeit for an opportunity wherein
the loan of the plates might be secured as a reciprocating favor for
something thet either Sweet or Dan might want from either of us in the
future,

I am enclosing a type 4 perforated which appears to me to have a
genuine plate crack in the bottom left corner., However, a client of
mine has returned it indicating that he plates it as 15L1L which of
course according to your beok never showed a crack, He therefore con-
cludes that the line has been painted in by an artist faker., Though
this could be true I did not buy the stamp as a plate crack myself,
but discovered it after buying it as the regular #23. Your opinion
would be greatly appreciated,

With kind regards,

£ vl
JEM/mm Gw;f) JegK E. Molesworth
P.S. Would you be in a position to render an opinion for me on whether
or not some 1880 soft paper bank noie re-issues have been reperfed? A
client of mine has returned several that I sold him a few months back
with his personal opinion that they have been reperfed, though I can
see no evidence whatsoever myself and frankly believe he does not have
the knowledge himself to detect a good reperf job anyway, However, I
need the opinion of a respected third party end I em sure he would not

question your opinion. I recognize that sometimes it is very difficult

to be sure on reperfing, but believe you will agree this is not one of
those cages when you see the stampr,
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May 28, 1953.

Mr, Jack E. Molesworth,
102 Beacon St.,
Boston 16, Mass.
Dear Jack:

Herevith the 1l¢ 1857 as per yours of the 26th, I am awfully
busy so I did not fake time out to give this a careful check-up but
off the cuff I can tell you this - the lines in lower left corner are
painted -’ one more suggestion - are you sure this is a Type IV stamp?
I suggest you examine the recut lines - They may also be painted. No
charge, but if you want an opinion, weturn the stamp and I will exzmine
it @%tufully and charge a fee of $3.50.

I will aﬁiger your letter later.

One more word - Re - the 1880 items - a bit ouf ot my line.
I will not promise an opinion but I'1ll be glad to look at them and if
I can be reasonably sure one way or the other I will advise you.

With regards -

Yours etc.,



May 28, 1953.

Mr. Jack E. Molesworth,
102 Bescon Street,
Boston 16, Mass.,

Dear Jack:

Further replying to yours of the 26th and the Sweet 10¢ 1847
ptate., I feel quite sure thet it is Sweet who is adverse to a loan of
his plate for me to photo. I feel certain that Dan would be more than
glad to accommodate me if Sweet would listen to reason.,. I have had
this matter up with Dan on numerous occasions §n the past. When Mr,
Newbury was alive he even offered to post a bond of any sum insuring
safe return of the meterial. The plate is in Dan's custody but he has
not the permission of Sweet to part with it.

Do~ you know Sweet? If s0, why do you think he is so unreason-
able in this matter? My God, I would think that my reputation would be
suffice and that he could depend that none of the material would be
harmed in any way. What kind of a person is this Sweet who would be so
unreasonable a8 to refuse such a recuest?

I was pleased to learn of the action by the N.,E. chapter of
the A.S5.D.A. Please keep me posted and if possible give me permission
to quote. I would like to write Mrs. Dale. Someone is putting up the
mondy 6o run the P.F. Who could it be but her? The only way the Expert
Committee can be made efficient is to put some people on the Committee who
know something sabout stamps. Whether they will do sc, remains to be seen -
They seem to be very much satisfied with their own ability.

Regards.

Yours ete.,



8. ¢.SA
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Jack £. Moleswwnrth
DI’\ilatehc Dealer anol 'Brol{er

102 Beacon Street
Boston 16, Massachusetts

May 29, 1953

Mr, Stanley B. Ashbrook

B, Ga Box &1

33 North Ft. Thomas Avenue
Fort Thomas, Ky.

Dear Stan,

My thanks for your prompt reply just received. I am returning
the supposed #23 and would eppreciate your giving it the full 83,50
treatment., I had not suspected the lines being painted in at the
bottom nor apparently did my client since he made no mention of it,
However, after close exemination I can certainly see justification
for gquestioning it,

The 1880 items are down for Usticke's opinion and depending on
his oplnlon I may send them along to you end would appreciate your
comments if you feel you can be reasonaly sure. Fnclosed is my check
for $100 covering Speciel Service for the ensuing year,

With kind regards,
<éb
esworth

Jack/E, Mol

JEM/rmn



June 4, 1953.

Mr. Jack E. Molesworth,
102 Beacon S8t.,
Boston 16, Mass.

Dear Jack:

Herewith the l1¢ 1857 as per yours of the ?9th. The stamp is
not a Type iV but an "A" relief Trom Plate 2., The painted lines (recut)
at top and bottom are very clever and I dare say would fool anyone who
is not a thorough student of the One Cent. I spent & lot of time trying
to plate this copy and I compared it with every "A" relief position en
Plate 2. There is practically nothing to go by - no plating marks but I
am rether positive the stamp is 34 R 2. So many of the "A" relief posi-
tions. on Plate 2 are impossible to plate in single copies. They have to
be tied in with a platable position.

e

Of course, the "ecreok" in lower lef't is a rank fake and the blue
ink is not & good match (under the microscope) with the blue of the stamp.
However, the blue igitetions of the recut lines is an excellent job, but
far from perfect. The dead give-away is the thickness of the painted line
over the "T" of postage.

Thanks very much for your check for $103.50.
With regards -

Sincerely yours,



May 28, 1953.

Mr, Philip H. Ward, Jr.,
1616 Walnut St.,
Philadelphia 3, Pa.

th with return of the 5¢
isal of this item.

% e last paragraph of your letter was of special interest asnd I
wish %0 assure you that I will treat it as strictly confidential and not
make any reference to your remarks in any way. L1 cannot understand the
occasion for all the mystery about Perry's book on "Carriers." No one seems
to know who is backing it or where the money is coming from. I wrote Jessup
several weeka ago and he had no information regarding any feature. If Ed
has raised any money or furnished any himself, he has kept it a very dark
secret from me. I cannot believe such to be true. Can you imagine Ed con-
tributing money himself for any such a project? When Idgar parts with a
dollar he wants at least $1.10 in return. Perry must have some angel and I
wonder if Frank told you all that he knows about the proposition. He knows
you have nothing to do with Perry so probably he would not be too free with
the facts.

Evidently Perry has written to everyone in philately he could think
of, and solicited contributions. For example, lLarry Shoemaker was here several
weeks ago and told me that Perry wrote him and requested a contribution of
$100,00. Larry don't collect U. S, and hasn't the slightest interest in the
U. s. Carriax‘ Syatmo

I have a copy of a letter he wrote Krug, and this in spite of the
fact he don't know him personally.

Again thanks.

Cordially yours,



Coeel &. Pilande |

POSTAGE STAMPS FOR COLLECTORS . U. 5. AND SCANDINAVIA OUR SPECIALTY

545 FIFTH AVENUE « NEW YORK 17
TELEPHONE MURRAY HILL 2-2545

June 15th, 1953

Dr Don H. Silsby
324-26 Landers Building,
Springfield, Mo.

Dear Doctor:
offer on the proof strip. (5o < 4t

I have just heard rro? Mr. 'I.'l:mt;cl:nor3 who accepts your

Kindly meke the check paysble to Allan Thatcher.
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POSTAGE STAMPS FOR COLLECTORS . U. S. AND SCANDINAVIA OUR SPECIALTY

545 FIFTH AVENUE + NEW YORK 17
TELEPHONE MURRAY HILL 2-2545

June 15th, 1953

Dr Don H. Silsby
324-26 Landers Building,
Springfield, Mo.

Dear Doctor:
I have just heard from Mr. Thatcher, who accepts your

offer on the proof strip. [Z< ¢ at

Kindly make the check payable to Allan Thatcher.

CEP3e




June 9, 1953

Carl E, Pelander
545 FAfth Ave.
New York 17, N.Y.

My dear Mr. Pelander:

I want to thank you fer
oubl:uuq the 5¢ strip, Lot #72 in your May lst
sale.

In as much as both Ashbrook and Braser agree
that this is a Type II proof with projections added
Imlm 100 is too mueh feor it.

use it in my so-called “"edusatiemal
eom“m'm'mummm.sOt.u.-

Advise immedlately and I will either retwra
or remit sccording to your decisiom.

Resp't yours,

DON H. SILSBY, M.D.



June 9, 1953

Carl E, Pelander
545 Fifth Ave.
New York 17, N.Y.

My dear Mr. Pelander:
I want to thank you fer

submitting the 5¢ strip, Lot #72 in your May lst

sale.
In as much as both Ashbrook and Braser agree

that this is a Type II proof with projections added
I feel that §$100 is too much for it.
1 could use it in my so-called “"educatiemal

collection” but would not pay over §50 fer it. -
Advise immediately and I will either retura
or remit according to your decision.

Resp't yours,

DON H. SILSBY, M.D.



No.3B&.... = | B July.21 ..19.52.

THE PHILATELIC FOUNDATION
22 EAST 357" STREET
NEW YORK 16, N.Y.

EXPERT COMMITTEE

We have examined the attached item.8. United States

.of which a photograph is affixed below ==-=-

submitted by.==Mr. Carl E, Pelsnder-==s=s==s==-e
and are of the opinion that it is.. 8. Proof ==e=ee=c-ce==e




NeeSIah. .. - U L s e July.21 ..19.52.

THE PHILATELIC FOUNDATION
22 EAST 35 ™ STREET
NEW YORK 16, N.Y.

EXPERT COMMITTEE

We have examined the attached item.8._United States
1851, 5¢, red brown, unused strip of three,

submitted by ==Mr. Carl E, Pelsnder-=s===s-====--

and are of the opinion that it is.. 8. Proof ====sssmsmomse

zzm,

For The l'xpert CO

THE PHILATELIC FOUNDATION




Cael & Pelande:

POSTAGE STAMPS FOR COLLECTORS .

U. S. AND SCANDINAVIA OUR SPECIALTY

545 FIFTH AVENUE + NEW YORK 17
TELEPHONE MURRAY HILL 2-2545

June 5th, 1953

Dr. Don H. Silsby
326 Landers Bldg,
Springfield, Mo.

Dear Dr. Silsby:-

I am herewith enclosing the proof strip you requested. Mr.
Thatcher requested that I send it on to you. He was as I stated the
original purchaser of this strip, last October and paid for it
$110.00. He no doubt bought it for some client of his, who in turn
decided to re-sell it, with the result that I re-offered it in my
May auction.

Under the circumstances, it is very difficult for me to set
a value on this item, but I feel that Mr., T. will be satisfied if
you would pay him the §100,00, which was your bid in the May auction.

Trusting this will be satisfactory, I am,

CEP/e




Carl &, Pilendes

POSTAGE STAMPS FOR COLLECTORS .

U. S. AND SCANDINAVIA OUR SPECIALTY

545 FIFTH AVENUE + NEW YORK 17
TELEPHONE MURRAY HILL 2-2545

June 5th, 1953

Dr. Don H. Silsby
326 Landers Bldg,
Springfield, Mo.

Dear Dr. Silsby:-

I am herewith enclosing the proof strip you requested. Mr.
Thatcher requested that I send it on to you. He was as I stated the
original purchaser of this strip, last October and paid for it
$110.00. He no doubt bought it for some client of his, who in turn
decided to re-sell it, with the result that I re-offered it in my

May auction.

Under the circumstances, it is very difficult for me to set
a value on this item, but I feel that Mr. T. will be satisfied if
you would pay him the $100,00, which was your bid in the May auction.

Trusting this will be satisfactory, I am,

CEP/e
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SINCE 1913

November 27, 193
Dear Mr. Windner,
Regarding the 5c 1855‘5-60 stripe which you
showed me at Atlantic City, one of “hese probadly came
from the Top row of plate 2 (iype Ii), but if not, then
I think it came from the 7th horizomial row, aihe other sirip
must have come from The same plate buti I cannot say where.
You are being sent an o0ld sample COPy of Pauis #35
which you may have and your attention i callea %o the illus-
trations on page 1051, Also To page 1048, iuv is probabdle
That your eirips came from reliet® A or U, as on These the
colorlees loope are practically complete, which ie nov tne
case wivh prinve from some of the other four reliefs,
ihere are enlarse:::;'tno tops and bovwome of all six
reliers in Mekeel Booklev #39 on the 185v-60 issue wnion was
a reprint Of arvicles 1 wrote aooutl Iwenly years agé. . think
the booklet s0ld for about 30 but 1 have nov had a duplicate
copy for years, rugene Klein may have cne, or someoody
else in Philadelphia.
lake your Time aoout the 9Cc 1861 evrip. 1 think 3$u
will be worih more than 57,50 betore the season is over and

you know I don't want you to keep iT unlees you really want

to. S 1nog‘1::
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ELuoTT PERs
BOX 333 . ~
—

SINCE 1913

November 27, 1935
Dear Mr. Winaner,
Regaraing the 5S¢ 18.55-60 etiripe which you

showed me atl Atlantic City, one of These probably came
from the Top row of plave 3 (iype IL), but if no%, tnen
I think 1% came from the 7vh horizomual row, ihe other surip
must have come from The same plate duti I cannot eay where.

You are being senV an 0ld sample cOPy 0 Palie #35
which you may have and your attention is callea %o the illus-
trations on page 1051, Also To page 1048, i is probapdle
That your sirips came from reliets A or U, as on Tnese the
colorlees loop8 are practically completve, which ie nov ine
case wiwvh prinve from some of the other four reliefs,

ments

ihere are enlargeal\of tne tops and bovwome of all eix
reliere in Mdekeel Bookle. #39 on the 185¢-60C issue wnicn was
& reprint Or arvicles 1 wrote aooul Iwenly years agé. . Think
the booklet so0ld for about 350 obut 1 have not had a duplicate
copy for years, rugene Klein may have cne, Or someoody
else in Philadelphia.

lake your time aoout the SCo 1861 sevrip. 1 Think 3$u
will be woruh more than 57,50 betore the seagon ie over and

you know I don't want you to keepr iT unless you really want

to. Sinc 1y,



SINCE 1913

November 27, 193
Dear Mr. Windner,
Regarding the 5¢ 18'53-60 etrips which you
showed me atl Atlantic City, one of These probably came
from the top row of plate 3 (iype Ii), but if not, tnen
I think 1% came from the 7th horizomtial row, ihe other surip
must have come from The same platve buti I cannot say where.
You are being sentv an o0ld sample cOPy oI Pais #35
which you may have and your attention is callea %o the illus-
trations on page 1051, Also To page 1048, .iu is probapdle
that your sirips came from reliets A or U, as on Theee the
colorlees loops are practically complete, which ie notv tne
case wivh printe from some of the other four reliefs,
ihere are enl.rge:::;.tno tops and bovwome of all eix
reliers in Mekeel Booklev #39 on the 185v-60 issue wnion was
a reprint Or arvicles 1 wrote aooul twenly years agé. 1 think
the booklet 80ld for about 350 but 1 have notv had a duplicate
Copy for years, rugene Klein may have cne, Oor someoody
" else in Philacelphia.
1ake your time aoout the 90c 1861 stirip. L. Think $u
will be worth more than 57,50 betore the seaton is over and
you know I don't want you to keep iT unlees you really want

5 1nc£'1:
r):

to.
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SINCE 1918

November 237, 193
Dear Mr. Windner,
Regarding the 5c 18553-60 stiripe which you
showed me at Atlantic City, one of These probably came
from the top row of plate 32 (iype I.), but if not, tnen
I think 1% came from the 7tvh horizomiwal row, ihe other surip
must have come from The same plate buti I cannot eay where.
You are being sent an o0ld sample cOpy o Patis #35
which you may have and your attention is callea %o the illus-
trations on page 1051, Also %o page 1048, 1u is probabdle
that your eiripe came from reliets A or U, as on These the
colorless loops are practically complete, which is notv the
case wivh printe from some of the other four reliefs,
ihere are onlarge:::;.mo tops and bovwome of all eix
reliers in Mekeel Booklev #39 on the 185¢r-60 issue wnion was
a Teprint Of arvicles 1 wroTe aoout twenly years agé. . think
the booklet sold for about 350 but 1 have notv had a dupliocate
copy for years, rugene Klein may have cne, or someoody
else in Philadelphia.
iake your Time aoout the 9Cc 1861 svtrip. 1 Think $u
will be worth more than 57,50 betore the season i® over and

you know I don't want you To keep 1T unlees you really want

to. 5 1noE‘1:
()j



This is a reduced photo-print of an Ultra-Violet
Ray photograph taken by Stanley B. Ashbrook and
vsed by him to expose this Fake which is a Type II
S cent proof with top and bottom projections added,
i e. cleverly painted to produce a fake Type I of 1856.
Thin paper has been added to the back to give postage paper
thickness. Tt seems like this has fooled some of the experts,
(See the photo-prints below.)






This is a reduced photo-print of an Ultra-Violet
Ray photograph taken by Stanley B. Ashbrook and
vsed by him to expose this fake which is a Type II
5 cent proof with top and bottom projections added,
. e. cleverly painted to produce a fake Type I of 1856.
Thin paper has been added to the back to give postage paper
thickness. Tt seems like this has fooled some of the experts,
(See the photo-prints below.)
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No..3Z856....... | July. .21 ..19.52.

THE PHILATELIC FOUNDATION
22 EAST 35T STREET
NEW YORK 16, N.Y.

EXPERT COMMITTEE

submitted by.:.-.lrix?._.,g.arl E, Pelander-==s=s=====-=

and are of the opinion that it is..& Proof -

For The Expert Commjftec
CHAIRMAN




. S. 19th Century Postal Fssues
e Five Cent, Type I, I83C Strip

£ of th 5 £ T 11, 3 This is a reduced photo-print of an Ultra-Violet
bk '?é%o_(- 60\ deseign cper':;b,ab);Pfhe IBgs Ray photograph taken by .Skanley B. Ashbrook and
Fapriiti with pro]ecl:':ons ARG oiaradies vsed by him to expose this Fake which is a Type II
= Fake’ IBBE Typa T g of Mhrae. :>cenk proof with top and bottom projections added,

L e cleverly painted to produce a fake Type I of 1856
Thm paper_has been added to the back to give postage paper
thickness. Tt seems like this has fooled some of the experts
(See the photo-prints. below.)

No...ZZ28 .- July. 21 19.52.

THE PHILATELIC FOUNDATION
22 EAST 3574 STREET
NEW YORK 16, N Y.

EXPERT COMMITTEE

We have examined the attached item.8.United States

1851, 5¢, red brown, unused strip of three,

.

@ e avenum s vomk i x. .

Casl & Pelander

For The Expert Commyftee
CHAIRMA N

THE PHILATELIC FOUNDATION
] ARG i
i
0
p
0
0
0

Cat. Value..+ !
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DON H. SILSBY, M.D.
326 Landers Bldq,
SPRINGFIELD, MO.



JULIUS WINDNER
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STANLEY B. ASHBROOK
p. O. Box 31
EORT THOMAS, KY.

July 7, 1953.

Mr. Julius Yindmer,
1728 Marlton Ave.,
Philadelphia 4, Pa.

Dear Mr. ¥Windner:

I have carefully noted the congents of
yours of the 5th. I have no recollection of ever
seetraihe faked strip until it came up in the
Pelander sale last October. I understand that it
sold at that time at over $100. I believe that if
this item had been honesﬁl and properly described
as a fake that you would,fiave received any such a
price. I do not blame Carl Pelander because I am
aware of the fact that Carl is not an authority on
U. S, stamps or covers. I think that if you had
given him the proper explanation as to the nature of
this item that he would have so described it in the sale.
I doubt if I have any desire to meet you in the future
as I endeavor to have contacts only with people in
whom I have perfect faith. '

Sincerely yours,



DON H.SILSBY, M.D.
324-326 LANDERS BLDG.
SPRINGFIELD, MISSOURI

June 26, 1953

Stanley B. Ashbrook
Ft. Thomas, Ky.

My dear Stgn.:

At long last the fake 5¢ 1856 strip
is now in my collection. I am enclosing for your
information letters, photos, etc. pertaining to it
which are self-explanatory.

You will note there are two prints of the
photo of your ultra-violet ray photograph. I en-
closed these for they are from different negatives.
The photographer was striving to get prints that
would bring out the ultra violet ray characteristics.
He made four negatives. The two enclose are, I think,
the best.

I am also enclosing the negative of the album
page which I have made up for this item, thinking
that you might like to send copies to some of your
interested Special Service subscribers as it shows
the Foundation certificate and the Pelander guction
slip on which it was mounted when I received it.

You are to keep all photo prints and the nega-

" tive °

I can change the album page if you think any

changes should be made in it.

I hope this finds you and Mildred in gooh health
and happy. We were pleased with the note from Stan., Jr.
Everything is going along about as usual here. We are
expecting to take our vacation some time in September.

Lela says, "Give Mildred and Stan my love", and
that goes for me, too.

Cordially,



July 6, 1953.

- Dr. Dom i, Silgby,
324-26 Landers Bldg.,
Sprifigfield, Mo.

Dear Doctor:

I was pleased to receive yours of the 26th
and to note that you landed the 5¢ strip. I thank
you very much for the photographs and they will be
quite an addition to giy record of this item.

No doubt Thacher of Harmer, Rooke bought
this in the first sale for some client who probably
tefused to teke it. Your album page is perfectly OK.

S%an Jr, is due to leavé Friday night for
Newport, k.I. and we are all busy preparing his leave.

We &1l send Lela and you our fondest regards.

Cordially yours,



July 6, 1953.

Mr, Ezra D). Cole,
NYHCK ’ N.Y-

Desr Egzra:
We returned Friday night after quite a nice little vacation.
Trust that you all had a good rest and an enjoyable time.

The following is confidential - Regarding the 5¢ '57 proof
strip - My good friend Doctor Silsby wrote Pelander and inquired if the
present owner of the strip would sell it to him for his fake collection.
Pelander replied that he knew the buyer and would be glad to submit a
bid. The Doctor stated thet he would pay $50.00 for it. It seems that
Pelander submitted the bid to Thatcher and same was accepted. I still
think that. there was some funny business about this item because méither
Gordon or Thatcher would have stood for a $50 loss. Maybe you can get
the real dope sometime. At any rate, the item is now in the Silsby
Collection. In the October sale the Doctor bid $R00ffor the strip.

With regords -

Cordially yours,



CLARENCE W. BRAZER

Philatelist
U. S. ESSAYS & PROOFS

EXCLUSIVELY

NEW YORK 17, N. Y.

MEMBER
; Collectors Club—Past Governor
Tel. VAnderbilt 6-1777 American Philatelic Society
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June 22, 1953,

Mr, Clarence ¥, Brazer,
415 Lexington Ave.,
New York 17, N.Y.

Dear Clarence:
Thanks very much for yours of the 19th,

I agree with you 100% about the Expert Committee of the P.F,., altliough
they state that their errors have been compaggzively few and far between,

I do not think this is in accord with the facts. I think meost everybody

has had serious causes for complaint. I have given the Conmittee my whole-
hearted co-operation because & have believed that it was much better to

try and improve the personel of the present committee rather than'nq"to Co=-
operate or-to do anything that would diseredit the committee. I believe
firmly that we need a recosnized committee in this country but I alsoc believe
that it should not be composed of people who have practically no knowledge
whatsoever of philately. I have urged that dealers of the highest standing
be oppointed as regular members of the Committee. I do not think it is fair
to ask a dealer to serve as a consulting member. If a dealer is not worthy
to be elected a full member of the Committee then there is a question in my
mind if he should sasrve at all. I have no patience whatsoever with any
imitation of the Royal Philatelic Society of London. Such stuff has no place
whatsoever in this country.

I have carefully noted your rere rks about the Pelander proof strip. I
have always used the word "painting" as it is a temm that has been handed
downs The fact is I had never given much thought how paint jobs were done,
whether by a fine pem, ruling pen or fine brush. Perhaps i cen get some in=-
formétion on such methods from a good friend in Paris. Years ago I remember
the late Arthur Hinds showing me a paint job of a very rare Mauritius stamp.
The original #as from a copper plate and I made an enlarged photograph of the
fake. Surely this must have been done by very fine brushes.

 Again referring to the Pelander strip. As I recall, this item was in a
shade that resembled the color of th® stamp and was not a yellowish brown like
_the proofs of 1875. If you have a catalogue of the Chase Sale by Kelleher,
held May 22, 1925, notice the description of Lot 876. This lot read as follows:
“Superb horiz. pair of ORIG. PLATE PROOFS on India paper from Plete 2. These
date back to the timeh&hetstamps were current and can be told from later proofs
by the color. Extremely rare." (uncuote)

I am wondering 1f you have ever seen a Plate 2 plate proof thet would meet this
description. This Chase pair is the only one that I can recall having seen.



72« Mr. Clorence W. Brazer - June 22, 1953.

Do you think that by any chance the Pelander strip might be one of such
originals on India paper with paper added at the back and the projections
paifted or as you think added by pen.

One more thing regarding this strip. Naturally the engraved lines sre in
relief, whereas the added projections are flat. I don't see how this point
could have fooled snyone. This strip was put into a Pelander sale last October
by Joseph Windner of Philadelphia. He assurecs me that it was sold &t thet time
and not turned back to him. It seems that it was put into the last Pelander
sale by Allan Thatcher. It seems to me that there was a lot of funny-business
on the part of all concerned.

The Philatelic Foundation submitted the proof to me in July of last year
and I informed them at the time that it was a backed-up India proof with painted
praéjections. You sre awasre of the wording of their certificate. No mention was
made of the painted projections and the only inference that I could draw was
that doubted ny assartion that the projections had been added. Incidentally I
Eaurdthhét they frequently ask bHe advice of authorities who are supposed to know,
and then use their own judgment in issuing certificates.

.~ With kindest regards -

Cordially yours,



COPY] ~ mewmpgomeo  [COPY

FORT THOMAS, KY.

May 25, 1953,

¥r, Clarenve %, Brazer,
4l% lLexington Ave.,
jiaw YOH( 17. NQYO

Dear Clarcnge:
‘henks very much for yours of the 22nd.

Re - that painted strip, It was submitted to me by the /'.F. Committee
about & year ago end I infomed them st the time thet it was an india proof,
backed up (thin paper on back;, with painted projections from Plate 2,

“he oolor was more like the red-brown of the <tamp but I assumed that
the reker hrd chemically changed the color I'rom the 1875 yellowish brown to a
reddish brown. I felt sure she strip was an 1875 printing. I even pleted the
striy as 1 2 - 2R2 - 3R2, '

&n July ?]., 1952, the '.F. issued their cartificate f})?ﬂs, to Yelender,
steting th-t in thelr opinion 1t wes & oroofe Mo montion waa mode 1t was o paint
job or a backed up 1975 proof. A

: On the strength of thelr cortificate, 'elandor entered this in his sale
of October m.n-m. 1952, end described it ss follows: :

i Lot 240 - "12 V- w proof steip of 3, possibly 30 with the project‘ona
lupewbl‘» painted in. Foundation certificate. V.r'," (unsuote)

B never could figure out what Pelander meant by "possibly” when it was
quite obvious that the painted projections were flat surface whereas the lines of
~the design w re integlio engraved. I was reather surprised to see this strip come
up sgain in Pelander's sole of Hay lst-2nd last, and to be absolutely sure it
was the scme steip, I had Carl cend it to me. Of course, it was the seme as I

made m vory 'ine photo of it a year ago by ultra-viole light. In the 1nst sale

Carl made no mention thet the thins was a paint job but as an unrecorded broof,
giving the i press on it was a genuine Type I proof strip of thres. MNaturally no
such an item is known or recorded. The catalogue value which he quoted surely

- gave the 1~zpm-ibn that this m a proof strip of three of Type I from Flate Une.

‘I understand thet Usrl hud a letter from Elliott Porr,r about the strip
but I have no mromtioa as to Perry's remarks, 5

- I think ‘mat Garl is subject %o eriticism for "is effort to sell this
fake on two diffevent ocensions. If he wae not sure as to its exact status he
enould have found out before he offered it. I also think thet the !.F. Hxpert
Cormittee shonld be severely censored for issuing a certificate such as ;3785
in which no hint was given »8 to the true meture of this feke, eapecislly in view
of the fact tht they were in possession of the faotz regarding it. I think thet



<SR, M

,};2. ¥r. Clarence V. m. W ?5. 1,53.

ybu will sgree that there is cuite a difference between a genuine proof and one
which hns beon faked to appesr as something entirely diffe ent fro- i%s original

status,
t ith every good wish -
Cordially yours,
STANLEY B. ASHBROOK

Bor. o



May 30th, 1953.

Mr, Julius Windner,
1728 Marlton Ave,,
Philadelphia 4, Pa,
Dear lr. w:.ndﬁrr:

Will you be so kind as to inform me if Lot 740 in the sale
by Carl Pelander on Oct. 16-17-18, 1952 was your property? Tlis was
described as "5¢ proof strip of 3, possibly #30 with the projections
superbly painted." In other words, a plate i)roor of the 5¢ 1857 -
Type II, Plat; 2, with painted projections, making a Type I out of a
Type II. This same strip again appeared in a sale by Pelander on lMay
1-2, 1953, Lot 72. May I inquire ii’ the strip belonged to you at the
time of this last sale. I will greatly appreciate any information you
can give me on this stripe.

I und erstand the lot was accompanied by a letter from Elliott
Perry. Cgn you give me any information on this point?

Sincerely yours,



STANLEY 8. ASHBROOK
P. O. Box 31
FORT THOMAS, KY.

May 30“. 1953

Mr. Julius Windner,

1728 MarltonvAye.,

Philadelphia 4, PQ.

Dear Mr. Windner:

¥ill you be So kind as to infom me if Lot 740 in the sale
by Carl Pelander on Oct. 16-17-18, 1952 was your property? T:%g was
described as "5¢ proof strip of 3, possibly #30 with the projections
superbly painted." In other words, a plste broof of the 5¢ 1857 -
Type II, Plate 2, with painted projections, nakihg a Type I out of a
Typ§ II. This same strip again appeared in a sale by Pelander on Mayv
- 1-2, 1953, Lot 72. May I inquire if the strip belonged to you at the
time of tgia last sale. I will greatly appreciate any information you
can give me on this strip. | |
» I und erstand the lot in_gs‘aoccnpanied by a letter from Elliott
‘Perry. Can you give me any information on this point?

Sincerely yours,

- STANLEY B. ASHBROOK
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Spril 24, 1953.

Mr. Carl X, Pelander,
545 rifth Ave.,
New York 17, N.Y.
Dear Carl: -
I just received your catalogue of sale of llay 1 and 2 next.
It was evidently held up in the mail somewhere.
Will you please send me the fo].lmw;ng lots by air-mail,

registered - speeisl delivery. 1 will retum them immediately by return

mail so that the':if will surely search you before the ssle.
Lots 46 - 47 and 72,
Thanks very much.

Cordially yours,



April 27. 1953.

Mr. Ezra D. Cole,
Nyack, N.Y,

Dear Hzra:

Re = Pelander sale next Friday, May lst - and Lot #72 =
I suspect the P.F., has made another error. This strip of three is
a proof from Plate 2 - all were Type II - a proof struck in 1875 -
The top and bottom projections are painted. The P.F. sent this to
me some months ago end I gave them the facts. Carl had it in a
former sale.

This past week I had Carl send it to me but he omitted
to send me the P.F, certificete. Probably on purpose. I don't
know what he means by "unrecorded." I think he gives the impression
this is a plate proof from Plate One.

Ez, please investigate this for me and obtain for me the
exact wording of the P,i, certificate, also the number of it and the
date. I must know if the P.F., thought all three stamps cre from
Plate One and thet all are Type I. If so, I intend tc raise hell
end I mean hell. Bear in mind thet there are no plate proofs in
multiples known from Plate One. If you can't go into Carl's office
and see the P.F. certificate, ¢all him up and have him read it %o
you = also who signed it.

Regards.

Yours ete.,



April 27, 1953.

Dr. Don H. Silsby,
324=26 Landers Bldg.,
Springfield, Mo.

Dear Doctor:

Further referring to Lot 72 in the Pelander Sale of next
Friday, May lst. I had Carl send the lot to me because what I
wanted to see was the Philatelic Foundation certificate but he failed
to include it with the strip. It is the same strip as my Service
photo No. 55. I don't understand what he meant by "unrecorded” - I
may be wrong but I think his auction description is very misleading -
He certainly gives the impression thet this is a plate proof of the
Type I = no didication it is a faked Type II. This suggests thet the
Expert Committee was fooled and gave out a certificate thet the
strip is a’genuine proof of Type I from Plate One. As no multiple
proof from Plate One (Type I) is kmown, this may aceount for Carl's
"unrecorded.” I am having Ezra Cole make s thorough examinstion for me.
I will advise you later. If this was actually sold in an earlier
Pelander sale why is it again offered?

Best wishes =

Cordially yours,



April 30, 1953.

Mr. Bzra D. Cole,
Nyack, N,Y.

Dear Ez:

Thanks very much for yours of the ?8th re - Lot 72 in the Pelander
sale. I sure would like to have copies of the letters from Brazer and
Perry. 1 wonder if they think that this is a proof from Plate One?

If so, it surely would be a laugh. When the P.F. sent this strip to
me last summer I gave them the Plate ? plate positions. The strip is
easily plated, as I have photographs of both panes of Plate 2,

I have Pefry's Pat No., 35 of March 1938 and there is nothing in it
that has any direct bearing on this strip or proofs, except some illus-
trations of some 5¢ Plate B reliefs.

Pelander's description certainly applied to a proof str1p of three
from Plato One because he stated, quote:

"Normal stamps would cat. $1500.00."

A strip of three of the 5¢ 1856 Type I is cuoted in the S.U.8, @
$1500.00 unused.

What I would like to know is this - Did Brazer and Perry helieve
this was a genuine Type I proof? Can you find out?

Regards.

Yours etc.,



April 30, 1953.

Dr. Don H, 8ilsby,
324-26 Landers Bldg.,
Springfield, Mo.

Dear Doctor:

Re - Lot 772 in the Pelander sale. The following is a letter that
I received today from Ezra Cole in reply to mine requesting him to ob-
tain for me the wording of the P.F. certificate:

"Re: Lot 72 in the Pelander sale.

I phoned him and asked him to read me the certificate over the
telephone and this is an exact quotation:

Certificate No. 3785, dated July 21, 1952

'"We have examined the attached item, a U, S, 1851 5¢ red brown un-
used strip of three of which a photograph is attached below, submitted
by Carl E. Pelander and are of the opinion that it is a proof."”

This certainly is an ambiguous certificate which does not mean a
thing but it certainly does lead one to believe that this is a proof from
Plate I, the first plate, rather than the second plete. Carl gives no
catalogue number., I do not know whether &E® is at fault on this. He told
me over the telephone that there is a letter from Brazer with it and he
says it 1s a stamp or something. Heaven forbidl I think he also has a
letter from Perry about it and he says to see Pat Paragraphs, the issue of
March 1988, No. 35. There is something about the 5¢ stamp in this but I
cannot translate Perry into English."”

(end of quotation)

It looks to me like most everyone concerned is careful not to mention
the paint job on this proof. Mention of such would naturally scare some
buyer who had the false idea that this was a plate proof of Type I stamps.

I even gave the Expert Committee the plate positions on Plate 2 of
this strip but I suppose they thought I was mistaken.

With every good wish =

Cordially yours,



CARL E. PELANDER

8545 FIFTH AVENUE @ TEL. MURRAY HILL 2-2545 @ NEW YORK 17, N. Y.
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EDC :mkl

EZRA D. COLE

.Ranel%muqyzSuunps
NYACK . NEW YORK

Commissions . Appraisals

TELEPHONE NYACK 7-0964

May Lth, 1953

Mr, Stanley B. Ashbrook,
P. 0. Box 31,
Fort Thomas, Kentucky.

Dear Stan:

Yours of the 30th. I went away fishing and
did not get to the Pelander sale. However I had a
friend of mine go there and will try to find out who
bought lot ©72 and how much it brought.

Personally I think Pelander-is all confused too.
He knows nothing about U. S. stamps - he does not pre-
tend to - so he just wrote up that description as best
he could. I think it is misleading but I do not think
it 1s an attempt to defraud anyone. The root of the
trouble of course lies with the Foundation again. I
finally heard on that 30¢ stamp and 1t is alright, and
I guess has a certificate with it now.

Back to Pelander again. I did not see those two
letters he told me about. I suppose I should have read
them.

Went fishing as I said and I had a rotten cold when
I started and I even have a worse one now,.

Sincerely




EDC :mkl

translate Perry into English.

EZRA D. COLE

Rare Postage Stamps
NYACK . NEW YORK

Commissions . Appraisals

TELEPHONE NYACK 7-0964

April 28th, 1953

Mr. ®tanley B. Ashbrook,
P 0. Box 31,
Fort Thomas, Kentucky.
Dear Stan:
Re: Lot 72 in the Pelander sale.

I phoned him and asked him to read me the certificate
over the telephone and this is an exact quotation:

Certificate No. 3785, dated July 21, 1952
"We have examined the attached item, a U, S. 1851 5¢

‘red brown unused strip of three of which a photograph is

attached below, submitted by Carl E. Pelander and are of
the opinion that it is a proof."

This certainly 1s an ambiguous certificate which does
not mean a thing but it certainly does lead one to believe
that this is a proof from Plate I, the first plate, rather
than the second plate. Carl gives no catalogue number. I
do not know whether he is at fault on this., He told me
over the telephone that there is a letter from Brazer with
it and he says it is a stamp or something. Heaven forbidl

I think he also has a letter from Perry about it and he says
to see Pat Paragraphs, the issue of March 1938, No. 35.
There is somethingaout the 5¢ stamp in this but I cannot

>

Sincere;yfyﬂ




May 11, 1953.

Mr, %zra D. Cole,
Nyack, N.Y.

Dear Hz:

Thanks for yours of the 8th with the data on the Pelander
and Heiman sales. I note the Pelander proof brought $105.00. If
the thing is not a paint job - then $105.00 was a very great bargain -
If it is a paint job - then someone got badly stung. I don't intend
to ask Brazer whaet he thought about it and of course I have no way of
finding out what Perry's opinion was. In both cases it would be in-
conceivable to me that either one considered it was from Plate One.

Re - the Heiman sale - Some of the prices were surprisinge.
Thanks. }

Regards.

Yours etc.,



lay 20, 1953.

Mr, cxarence» We Brazer,
415 Lexington Ave.,
New York 17, N.Y.
Dear Clarence:

Re - Lot j#72 in the Pelander Sele - May lst last, I
examined this item and platod it es 1, 2, 3R2 - a Type II plate proof
with painted: projections, I understand that you bought this lote
May I inquire if you had occasion to d:[.fre_r from my opinion?

Stamped addressed envelope horewith.

With kindest regards -

Sincerely yours,



May 20, 1953.

Dr. Don H. Silsby, :
324 - 26 Landers Bldg.,
Springfield, Mo.
Dear Doctor:
I hav; just learned that Clarence Brazer bought Lot 72
in the recent Pelander sale and paid $105.00. I wonder why?

Sincerely yours,



May 25, 1953

Mr, Ezra D. Cole,
Nyack, N,Y,

Dear Ezra:
Yours of the 22nd received.

Here is the letter from Clarence which note and roturn, and please
treat as strictly confidential. Wha® I would like to know is - what viaB in
the letter by L., Perry? Here are a few remerks in reference to the letter of
Clarence,

First, one would not need a lamp tc determine that the projections
are painted. Intaglio engraving stands out in relief from the paper whereas
painted lines are flat. All one had %o do was to hold this strip on a level
with the eye against a good light. Brazer is right about one thing - the
color was'not the usual yellow brown of the 1875 print but more like the red
brown of the stamp, I did not know how this happened (when I examined the strip)
because I have never seen an 1875 India proof in the same color as this strip.
I concluded that some clever faker probably changed the color from the yellowish
to a reddish, Kz

Re - the Foundation eertificate. When thie sirip first came up in
another Pelander sale the I’,F, sent it to me. I explained exactly what it was -
a backed India proof with painted projections and I even gave the Committee the
plate positions, viz., lk2 - 2R2 and 3R2, I assume that they doubted my opinion
about the paint jobaand relied upon their own that the projections were not
painted. If my assumption i8 correct then here is a very glaring example of
some people with damn lLittle experience and knowledgse, doubting the opinion of
one who is supposed to know a paint job when he sees one., Just imegine issuing
a certificate on this item and not even mentioning the fact it is a paint job.
And one more point, Pelander had no justification for trying to sell this fake
on two different occasions after he had been informed it was a paint job.

If you want to use any of the above in showing up the inefficiency of
the Committee, go ahead and I'll back you %o the linit.

One more point - From Brazer's letter I assume that he did not think
that this was on India - with & backing - but rather on "STAMP PAPER" - that is,
when he made the examination in 1940. What do you think?

Again re - the 90¢ 1860 Ocean Mail. The only way that L know of to
definitely determine whether the marking is genuine or bad would be by the ink,
How ecould that be done by comparing with genuine copies that you own? After
what I have seen in recent years of faked cancels on off cover stamps, 1 am going
to be extremely careful in giving my okay on any such items. I will leave &hat
kind of work up to a class of experts such as comprise the P.l. Committee.



#2. Mr, Ezr“q_,’ D. Cole - May 25, 1953.

Re - the "Boston l'r Pkt RAID." I would be willing to bet that off
cover copies with this particular marking are fakes and made by Zareski.

Again the 90¢ 1860 Ocean Mail. Note Heiman sale of June 11th, Lot 78
is almost a duplicate strike of the 90¢. This 10¢ stamp could have been a
pencanceled copy - “hat a cinch for a Zareski to make. I sure am not going to
okay his work if I can avoid same.

Re - the Pony cover - I think the worst feature is the absence of a
U, S. postmark, however, one thing is sure, the blue oval that ties the two
Pony stamps is absolutely genuine - in my opinion. This was not a cover, i.e.,
not an envelope but a wrapper, so perhaps a part thet is missing, may have had
another 10y stamp end a postmark. < sure would hate to invest. $1,250.00 in such
an "incomplete'" item. Fools rush in where angels fear to tresd. Is that the
correct line?

lI_f Mrs, Sale sends me her two covers I will advise you.

L have recently made some fine color phitosraphs of covers. If you
have any real rare covers you would like photographed in color send them on.

- Regards,

Yours ete.,

Pe8.~~1 hope you get ot 137 in Siegel sale on the 27th. 1'1l bet
this is a fake, "ON A PIECE,"
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STANLEY B. ASHBROOK
P. O. Box 31

COPY | FORT THOMAS, KY. . COPY

Way 25, 1953.

¥r, Clarence a. Brazer,
415 Lexington Ave.,
New York 17. N.Y,

Dear Claronee:

“henks very much for yours of the 22nd.

Re = . thet painted strip. It was subnitted to me by the P.¥. Committee

- gbout & yesr sgo and I informed them st the time thet it was an india proof,
- backed up (thin papor on back), with painted projections from JFlate 2.

v The eolor was more like the red-brown of the ~tamp but I aumd that
the faker had chenically changed the color fmom the 1875 yellowish brown to a

reddish brown., I felt sure the stnp was an 1875 printing, I even plated the
atxh a8 1 2 = PRE - 3R2. ‘ : :

~o= On July 21, 1957, the ¥.F. issued their certificate 73785, to Pelindor,

stating thut in their opinion it wes & ng_q e« No mention was mnde it was a paint
job or a Dackod up 1875 proor. :

3 On the strength of their certificate, Felander entered this in his sale
of aetober 16-17-18, 1952, nnd deseribed it as follows:

lot 240 = “12 V « 5¢ proof atyip of 3, possibly ;30 with t.he projections

_np«urvbly painted u. Voundation eertificate. V.B‘." (unonoto)

b never could ﬁguto out what Pelander meant by “possibly" lhen 11; was

~quite obvious that the painted projections were flat surface whereas the lines of
~the design wire intaglio engraved, I was rather surprised to see this strip come
~up again in Pelander's sale of kay lst-2nd last, and to be absolutely sure it
was the ssme strip, I had Carl send it to me. Of oourse, it was the same as I
~made a vory fine photo of it a year ago by ultre-viole: light. In the last sale
.. Carl made no mention thet the thing was e paint job but as an unrecorded proof,

giving the 1 pression it was a genuine Type I proof strip of three. MNaturally no
such an item is known or recorded. The catalogue value which he quotod surely *

gave tho_ mnrouibnw that this was a proof strip of three of Type 1 from P’late Ona,

I understand thet Csrl had a letter fmm Kumtt Perry about the strip

but ‘X have no inrormnon ag to Perry's remarks.

1 think thnt Carl is subjeet to oritui- for his effort to sell this
fake on two different oceasions, If he was not sure as to its exact status he
should have found out before he offered it. I also think that the F.F, Lxpert
Committee should be severely censored for issuing a certificate such as ;3785
in which no hint was given s to the true ne ture of this fake, especially in view
of the faot th:t they were in possession of the facts regurding 1t. I think that



j2, ¥y, Clarence W, Brazor, May 25, 1953.

you will agree that there is quite a difference between a genuine proof and one
which has besn faked to appear as something entirely different fron its original
8itatus,

“ith every good wish -

Gordielly YORPANIEY B. ASHBROOK



DON H.SILSBY, M.D.
324-326 LANDERS BLDG.
SPRINGFIELD, MISSOURI

May 25, 1953

Stanley B. Ashbrook
Ft. Thomas, Ky.

My dear Stan.:

I want to thank you for keeping
me posted on your efforts to nail down that 5¢
1857 proof strip for just what it is. I am now
walting anxiously to know how Brazier will answer
your letter.

I note that he bought the strip for $105.

I bid #100. I want it to exhibit as a FAKE.

When Pelander had this strip up in his
October auction I bid $100 then. I had Hugh
Barr place this bid for me. I am enclosing his
letter to me regarding the sale. I do not know
Mr. Barr and just picked him at random as I knew
of no other at that time. Next time I will try
to get Ezra Cole to do my buyinge.

You wrote about this strip in your Special
Service 1last September. Why don't you bring
the story up to date in your Special Service?

It would make interesting reading.

We expect to take our vacation sometime in
September or October this yegr. Have no lidea
yet where we shall go. Will try to get up your
way before the year is out.

It will not be long now until Stan, Jr.
gragduagtes. Tell him that I congratulate him on
his accomplishment. I know you are proud. You
should be. I can well remember how I felt when
I watched Don, Jr. get his M.D. degree at Wash-
ington University back in 1932.

Lela says, "Give liildred and Stan my love",
and this goes for me too.

Cordially,

Not dictgted. . ///////’“fy/



G0 P-Y

HUGH C.. BARR, Inc,
Auctioneers and Appraisers of Rare Postage Stamps

13 PARK ROW ,...... NEW YORK 7, N.Y.

October 21, 1952,

Dr. Don H. Silsby,
324 Landers Bldg.,
Springfield, Mo,

Dear Dr., Silsby:

Sorry to say, you did not obtain the strip of 5¢
1851 Proofs in the Pelander Sale. It sold for $110,00 and I
was advised by Mr., Pelander after the Sale that he had a bid
of $180,00 on it

Personally, in my opinion this was an absurdly
high price, as your bid of $100.00 was very liberal, and I
think it would have been unwise to go beyond this amounts.

If at any time in the future I can be of service to
you I shall be glad to do so.

Very truly yours,

(signed) H. C. Barr
HUGH C. BARR, Inc.



cCoryY

HUGH C. BARR, Inc.
Auctioneers and Appraisers of Rare Postage Stamps

13 PARK ROV .eeee.s NEW YORK 7, N.Y.

October 2?1, 1952,

Dr. Don H. 3ilsby,
324 landers bldg.,
Springfield, Mo.

Dear Pr. Silsby:

Sorry %o say, you did not obtain the strip of 5¢
1851 Proofs in the Pelander Sale. It sold for $110,00 and I
was advised by Mr. Pelander after the Sale that he had a bid
of §180,00 on it.

- Personally, in my opinion this was an absurdly
high price, as your bid of £100.00 was very liberal, and I
think it would have heen unwise to go beyond this amount.

Ir at eny tine in the future I can be of service to
you I shall be glad to do 80, ;

Very truly yours,

(signed) H. C. Barr
HUCH €. BARR, Ine.



noiz'l. 1953.

~

Dr. Don H. Silsby,
Springfield, Mo.

Dear Doctor:

I had a nice letter from Brazer stating that I was right that
the strip was a paint job and that he had returned it to Pelander. 1
sent his letter on to Cole so that he could show it to members of the
Expert Committee of the Philatelie Foundation. I am enclosing copy here-
with of my letter to Brazer and later I will send you a copy of Brazer's
letter.

I sent Mrs. John Dale a copy of my letter to Brazer. #4s you
probably know, she was louise Lichtenstein, daughter of the late Alfred
Lichtenstein, who was the founder of the Foundation. Alfred was supposed
to have endowed the Foundation with half a million dollars but he died suddenly
of a heart attack on a Fifth Avenue bus a few months before the 1947 New York
International Show. I suppose Mrs. Dale is providing the money to keep the
Foundation alive. I have been using every effort at my disposal to persudde
her to revamp the Expert Committee and put some people on the Committee who
have some knowledge of philately. The present crowd have made so many errors
it is pitiful.

Doc if I were you I would not invest as much as $100 in that fake
strip. Why don't you write Pelander and tell him that I suggested that you do
s0. Inform him why you would like to have it - that you frequently exhibit at
shows and that you would like to show it as a fake. I have the name of the man
who owns it and he has several more. I intend to write him and inquire why he
would attempt to sell a fake without explaining its true character. This man
is rather prominent and I intend to make him do a bit of squirming. I have been
gathering all the facts in the case for the purpose of giving it full publicity
in my Jun- lst Service Issue.

Confidentially don't do any business with Barr, Nuff said. WVrite
Ezra Cole and tell him I told you to do so. Xzra is thoroughly honest and I
will vouch for him 100%. Infomm him that you are one of my most valued of
friends. 1 will also write him. I know Ezra would go far out of his way to do
a favor for a friend of mine. :

Stan Jr, will graduate from the University of Cincinnati on June 5th.
Last winter he made application for officer's training in the Navy. He took all
the exams and passed all with high grades. Sev.ral weeks ago, he received word
he had been accepted, and yesterday he was sworn in. He is due to report at
Newport, R.I. on July 12gh. He will undergo a rigid four months course and be



commissioned an ensign. Then he will be in for three years., How we will
manage to get a ong without him, I really do not know.

We do hope thet we can see Lela and you this summer. Ve plan
to drive down in September to Newport and then pay Chrroll and Jean Chase
a little visit,

Mildred and Stan join me in love to Lela and you - our very best
to you both.

A8 ever yours,



May 27, 1953,

Mr, Ezra D, Cole,
Nyack, N:Y.

Dear Ez:

Further referring to the 5¢ '57 proof strip. My good friend
Dr. Silsby bid $100.00 for this fake in the Pelander sale. It seems
he bid thru Barr. He sent me Barr's letter and here is a copy which
please desﬁfoy. I advised Doc to send all his bids to you in the future
and he agreed to do so. He is a very close friend of mine so please
take special care of him.

What do you think of Barr's statement that Belander had a bid
of $180.002 If he did why did Brazer get it for $105.00? Would you
infer Brazer gave Pelander a limit of $180.007

Brazer mentioned the owner of this strip. I believe I will write
him and inquire why he tried to sell a fake paint job on two occasions, and
that I intend to publish the facts regarding this shady transaction and
give names.

What do you think?®

Yours etc.,



STANLEY B. ASHBROOK

P. O. Box 31
FORT THOMAS, ky.

May 20, 1953.

Mr. Clarence ¥W. Brazer,
415 Lexington Ave.,
New York 17, N.Y.
Dear Clarence:

Re = Iat #72 in the Pelander Sale - May lst last. I
examined tiis item amd platoti it ss 1, 2, 3R2 - a Type II plate proof
with painted projeqnéns. I underssond that you bought this lot.
May I inquire if you had occasion to differ from my opinion?

Stamped addreucd*sn;elopo herewith.

With kindest regerds -

Sincerely yours,




CLARENCE W. BRAZER
Philatelist
U. S. ESSAYS & PROOFS
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STANLEY B. ASHBROOK
COPY P. O. Box 31 »)
FORT THOMAS, KY.

May 25, 1953.

Mr. Olarence W. Brazer,
415 Lexington Ave.,
New York 17, N.YX,

Dear Clarsnce:
Thanks very much for yours of the ?2nd.

1 Re - that painted strip. It was submitted to me by the P.}V, Committee
about - a year ago and I informed them at the time that it was an india proof,
_baoked up (thin paper on back), with painted projections from Plate 2.

The color was more like the red-brown of the :tamp but I assumed that
tho faker hrnd chemieally changed the color from the 18175 yellowish brown to a
reddish brown., I felt sure the atrip was an 1875 printing. I even plated the
ltrtp as L: 2 - 2R2 - 3R2,

On July 21, 1957, the P.F. issued their certificate /3785, to Pelander,
gteting thet in their opinion it was & oroof. No mention was made it was a paint
Job or a backed up 1875 proof. :

" On the strength of thetir certificate, Pelander entered this in his sale
of October 16-17-18, 1952, and deseribed it as follows:

Lot 240 - "12 P = 5¢ proof strip of 3, possibly ;30 with the projections

superbly painted in. Foundation eertifieate. V.I." (uncuote)

k never could figure out what Pelander meant by “poassibly" when it was

o gquite obvious that the painted projections were flat surface whereas the lines of

the design were intaglio engraved. I wae rather surprised to see this strip come
up again in Pelander's sale of May lst-2nd last, and to be absolutely sure it

was the some strip, I had Carl send it to me. Of course, it was the seme as I -
made a very fine photo of it a year ago by ultre-viole: light. In the lust sale
Carl msde no mention thet the thing was s paint job but as an unrecorded oproof,
giving the i pression it was a genuine Type I proof strip of three. Naturally no
~such an item is known or recorded. The catalogue value which ‘he quoted surely
gave the inpression that this was a proof strip of three of Type I from Plate One.

X I understand that Uarl hed a letter from Elliott Perry about the strip
but I have no information as to ‘Perry's remarks,

I think thet Carl is subject to oriticism for his effort to sell this
fake on two different occasions. If he was not sure as to its exact status he
should have found out before he offered it. I also think that the ¥.F, Expert
Committee should be severely censored for issuing a certificate such as ;3785
in which no hint was given £s %o the true ns ture of this fake, especially in view
of the fact thnt thoy were 1n pououion of the facts regardirg it, I think thet

A
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#2. lir, Clarence W, Brazer, May 25, 1953

you will agree that there is quite a difference between a genuine proof
which has been faked to appear as something entirely different fron its

‘status,.

vith every good wish -

Cordially yours,
STANLEY B. ASHBROOK
by R

and one
original



DON H. SILSBY, M.D.
324-326 LANDERS BLDG.
SPRINGFIELD, MISSOURI

June 2, 1953

Stanley B. Ashbrook
Fort Thomas, Kye.

My dear Stan.:
You have sure done a fine Jjob on this 5¢ fake
stripe

I am enclosing your "copies" of letters writtem, also
the one you received from Brazer.

I am also enclosing a letter just received on this
morning's mail from Pelander. Who is this Allen M. Tatcher?
Why does he not return it to Pelander for it was certainly
not correctly described in October sale?

This whole thing is quite a mess. Looks like all three,
Windner, Boggs and Pelander, had a hand in this.

Thanks for keeping me posteds I'll be looking for your
June "Special Service'.

Lela joins me in sending love to all.

Cordially, 7 %,f-@:‘
D R S



June 3, 1953.

Dr. Don H. Silsby,
324-326 Landers Bldg.,
Springfield, Missouri.

Dear Doctor:

Thanks very much for yours of the 29th with check for $100.00
for my Special Service. I am enclosing receipt herewidhie. .

' The June 1st Issue was mailed yesterday so no doubt you have it
by this time and have noted the complete story on the faked proof strip.

Your air special came at noon today and I am returning the two
copies herewith. The correct name of Tatcher is Allan M. Thatcher., He is
the 19th U. S. "Expert" in the New York Office of Harmer Rooke & Co. I
don't khow whether Pelander is telling the truth or not, neither can I
imagine why Thatcher would buy this strip. If he bought it last October
why did he keep it? 4nd if he kept it why did he try to resell it on May
lst last? Unless someone eould give me sensible reasons and proof, I
wouldn't beiieve & damn word., This could be a trick to meke you or someone
else pay a high price. In other words, if Thatcher did buy it last October
then he would want his original cost and perhaps a profit.

‘ i do not know whether the thing is one of the original Plate 2
proofs or a chemical changeling of the 1875 printing. It it is an original
of 1860 then some fool faker spoiled a rare proof. I em no student or
“authority on proofs. Strange that Brazer, who acknowledges that he is an
expert did not comment on this angle in his letter to me. Perhaps he did not
care to inform me as he might heve haé a hope of getting the thing at a
cheap price. Just bear in mind that there are & lot of chaps in New York who
would steal anybody's last dime. Steer clear of that Barr owtfit, it is
merely a front for Usticke who runs Stanley Gibbons, Inc. of New York. I
would not trust any of that erowd as far ss I could toss a bull by the tail,

Mildred joins me in our very best to Leda and you,

Cordially yours,



Don H. Silsby, M,D.
326 Landers Bldg. !
Springfield, Mo. =

May 30, 1953

Carl E. Pelander
545 Fifth Ave.
New York 17, N,Y.

My dear Mr. Pelander:

I am writing you about the 5¢ red brown proof strip of 3
which was in your May lst and 2nd Auction as Lot #72. A year ago,
before your October sale, Stanley Ashbrook wrote me about the strip
and sent me a photo of it. I told him at the time that I would like
to have it for my reference collection. We talked it over again
when I spent a few days with him at the time of his last birthday (last fall).

I received a letter from him yesterday stating that Clarence
Brazer had returned the strip to you. He also stated as follows: Quote,
"Why don't you write Pelander and tell him that I suggested that you do seo.
Inform him why you would like to have it - that you frequently exhibit at
shows and that you would like to show it as a fake." un-quote.

If this strip can be secured at a reasonable price please advise
me.

Resp't yours,

Don H. Silsby, M,D,



e ~ [CoPy

326 Landers Bldg.

Springfield, Mo.

May 30, 1953

Carl E, Pelander
New York 17, N.Y,.

My dear Hp. Pelander:

I am writing you about the 5¢ red bLrown proof strip of 3
which was in your May 1lst and ?nd Auction as Lot j72. 4 year ago,
before your October sale, Stanley Ashbrook wrote me =iout the strip
and sent me a photo of it. I told him at the time that I would like
to have it for my reference collection. We talked it over again
when I spent a few days with him &t the time of his last birthday (last fall).

I received a letter from him yesterday stating that Clarence
Brezer had returned the strip to you. He also stated as follows®: -Guote,
"Ehy don't you write Pelender and tell him that I suggested that you do so.
Inform him why you would like to have it - that you frequently exhibit at
shows and that you would like to show it ss a fake." un-guocte.

If this strip can be secured &t a reasonable price please advise
e,

Resp't yours,

Don Hs Siley. N,D,



T e June 1s%, 1953

Dr, Don H, Siley,
326 Landers Bldg.,
Springfield, Mo,

Dear Doctor Silsby:

I have your letter of May 30th, regarding the proof strip
of the 5¢ brown, but since it was returned to me by Mr. Brazer, I
in turn sent it back to the original owner, Mr. Allan M. Tatcher,
who purchased it at my sale in October 1952,

I am forwarding your letter to Mr. Tatcher and no doubt he
will contaet you directly. ;

Sincerely yours,

(signed) Carl E. Pelander.



»

COPY

June 1st, 1953

Dr, Don H. Silsby,
326 Lenders Blag.,
Springfield, Mo,

Dear Doctor Silgby:

I have your letter of May 30th, regarding the proof strip
of the 5¢ brown, but since it was returned to me by Mr. Brazer, 1
in turn sent it back to the original owner, Mr. Allan K. Tatcher,
whe purchased it at my sale in October 1952,

I am forwarding your letter $o Mr. Tatcher and no doubt he
will contact you directly.

3

Sincerely yours =

(signed) Carl &, Pelander.



June 3, 1953.

Mr. Ezra D. Cole,
Nyack, N, Y,

Dear Ez:

Re - the proof strip. I sent you a copy of my June lst Service
Issue with a set of photo prints.

Today I received a letter from Dr. Silsby stating he wrote Pelander
about the sftrip, and he enclosed Pelander's reply. This letter stated that
Allan M. TATCHER (surely meant to be Thatcher) bought the strip in the October
sale. That Brazer bought the thing in the May sale, and returned it and he
then returned it to Thatcher. Also that he was returning the strip to Thatcher.
Do you believe all this? Can you ask Thatcher about it? Why did he buy it
last October and why did he again enter it in the May sale? Lots of funny
business going on. If Thatcher writes Doc Silsby I will advise you. Looks
like a cooked-up game to make Doc pay the sales price for a fake.

I have not had any reply from Julius Windner. The fact hs he may be
dead as He was an old man and I seam to recall I noticed where he died about a
year or so ago. I remember talking to him at the 3¢ 51 show in Philadelphia
inoJuly 1951. If you are on good terms with Thatcher see if you can get some
dope.

The shade of the strip is not like the 1875 proofs and I was bothered
as to whether it was a strip of the originals but came to the conclusion it is a
chemical changeling from & yellowish brown to a red brown,

I note that you are going up to the two Boston sales. I sent for some
of the lots from both several weeks ago. The 6-7R1E etc., were Chase items years
ago. They were in the Chase sale in May 1925. The 7 is badly cut.

Okay on the Siegel 10¢ Boston Pkt. The photos will serve my purpose -
make a note of the following - See if vou have any covers with anv of these Hoston
markings on the back of the cover. If so loan them to me. It is a common back
stamp to the P.Y. and iRefhegnsent £6 ke me I would report that I could not give
a definite opinion but I am highly suspicious. 1 think these fekes (?) started
to come out in the early thirties. I doubt if you will find any singles listed
in auction catalogues before that period. I suspect Hale, but Zareski may be
responsible.

Re - the A.S5.D,i. You mehtionad they are shy on guts - not only on
guts but also not at all inclined to censor any crooked stuff by friend or foe.

Stan Jr. graduates Friday night. He was sworn in the Navy last week.
He will go to Newport, R.i. in July for officers training and will graduate there
and be commissioned an ensign (same ratins as Annapolis).

Would like very much to have Dan's prices.

Regards = Yours ete.,



EZRA D. COLE

Rare Postage Stamps
NYACK . NEW YORK

Commissions . Appraisals

TELEPHONE NYACK 7-0964

May 29th, 1953

Mr, Stanley B. Ashbrook,
B, Q. Box 31,
Fort Thomas, Kentucky.

Dear Stan:

Yours of May 27th. Gradually we are putting together
all the pileces of the picture puzzle on that 5/ strip. Un-
doubtedly both of us were thinking about the same thing for
our letters crossed in the mails., T agree with your conclus-
ions and I think the owner of that strip is "the nigger in
the woodpile" for he is the guy who 1s really trying to palm
of f something.

With reference to the Barr letter. He never went near
_the sale. He is a very old man. I don't even believe he
"spends all his time in his office. He gets some stamps from
his o0ld customers and old friends but mostly it is material
which Gibbons gets and gives him to put in auction. Some of
the stamps are Gibbons' own stamps. Usticke is smart you
know. He will not run his own auctions so he has Barr, but
it 1s really one and the same company.

You can write Dr. Silsby and I certainly would be very
glad to help him. While I cannot go to every sale I do go to
most of them, and even if 1 do not go there myself I look
at the stamps, have someone else on the floor bidding for me
and I do not do it over the telephone as Barr apparently does.,

I need not write you that any friend or client of yours
will get just as good treatment as possible. I cannot perform
any miracies and it is real favor for I do not make any money
at all executing these bids at sales.

You can quote me as writing you as follows: Without
any false modesty I have bought more stamps at auction than
anybody else that ever lived. Anybody who bids by mail at
any sales 1s either just a sap or cannot do anything else.
That as far as T know the only honest auctioneer died some
time ago, and that was Percy Doane, and the only way to stand
half a chance is to either go to sales yourself{ and sometimes
collectors do very badly I might add when they go there) or
have an agent at the sale representing them. Over a very long
period of time I am sure this is even better than a collector
buying the stamps himself. =

Sincerely, :

EDC :mkl Ezra D. Cole.




COPY
HUGH C. BARR, Inc.
Auctioneers and Appraisers of Rare Postage Stamps

13 PARK ROM u..e... NEW YORK 7, N.Y.

October 21, 1952.

/ ol
Dr. Don H, 3118])’, R 5 UV“L '
324 Landers Bldg., _ . W
Springfield, Mo. ; HQ U { » 7o) wo
Dear Br. Silsby: / I,( (o 5 &
| JE
: Sorry to say, you did not obtain the strip of 5/ )\/0
1851 Proofs in the Pelander Sale. It seld for $110,00 and I H €
was advised by Mr. Pelander after the Sale that he had a bid - et 7
of $180.00 on it. \J/*" fL_
Personally, in my opinion this was an absurdly & A 3
high price, as your bid of $100,00 was very liberal, and I i ,"C A _
think it would have been unwise to go beyond this amount. [’ //
If at any time in the future I can be of service to 5

you I shall be glad to do so0.
Very truly yours,

(signed) H. C. Barr
HUGH C. B/iRR, Ine. .




STANLEY B. ASHBROOK

33 N. FT. THOMAS AVE.
FORT THOMAS, KENTUCKY

May 27, 1953.

Mr. Ezra D, Cole,
Nyack, N.Y.
Dear Ez:
Further referring to the 5¢ '57 proof strip. My good friend
Dr. Silsby bid $100.00 for this fake in the Pelander sale. It seems
he bid thru Barr. He sent me Barr's letter and here is a copy which

please destroye I advised Doc to send all his bids to you in the future

U
g v
and he agreed to do so. He is a very close friend of mine so please o i3c \A
tak ial £ hi ry
ake special care o Me ! | P
Ve N ’fﬁ

/;«'
What do you think of Barr's statement that Pelander had’a bid ",f”’”'f

of $180,00% If he did why did Brazer get it for $105.00? Would you
infer Brazer gave Pelander a limit of $180.00%? No 7~
Brazer mentioned the owner of this strip. I believe I will write
W
him and inquire why he tried to sell a fake paint job on two occasions, and
that I intend to publish the facts regarding this shady transaction and
give names. *

What do you think?




240 P 12P  5c proof strip of 3, possibly # 30 with the projections superbly
painted in. Foundation Certificate, v.f. (Photo) ——




oto OJ.
with minor faults 37.50

276 O 20 — three shades and cancels, looks fine but
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June 16, 1953.

Mr., Julius ¥Windner,
1728 Harlton Ave.,
Philadelphia 4, Pa.

Dear lir. ¥Windner:

Mey I thank you very kindly for yours of the 8th. I was
rather surprised to learn thst you showed me this strip of Philadelphia
in July 1951. Ars you sure of this? I recall you introducing yourself
to me and reminding me that you loaned me a copy of the Atherton Shift
back in the 40's but I do not reeall that you showed any items to me
at Philadelphia in 1951l. Is it not possible that you have me confused
with scmeone else?

May I also incuire why Pelander used the word"possibly” in de-
seriving Lot 240 im his October Sale? Were you not aware at the time
this lot was offered thet it was a proof from Plate 2 of the Type 1I with
peinted projections? May I also inquire if you were aware that this item
consisted of two pieces of paperf In other words, the thin india proof
had a piece of paper pasted or cemented to the back. May I also inquire
if you have any recollection where you obtained this piece? I am enclosing
stamped envelope for reply. .

Sincerely yours,



WARREN P, WARE
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Dear Stan:

Would you be kind enough to answer this for

me? Iﬂ: 3&I would appreciate it. The past i
ui 4 ‘ ;ew we am having much difficulty in

ng agyt i and have practically given

up all co @hdence. I go to my office
but can't do much there. Then I go home
and putter around the garden. In fact it is
slow and difficult to even type this note.

I'have no record of where this cover came
from. Without doubt I asked if the sender
had other similar covers to send me. It
came from that advertising in southern
religious papers which I used from about
1919 to 1930, or perhaps even later. I do
recall, however, how John Hall turned up his
nose at this rarity, making the remark to you,
"fake," when as a matter of fact he had never
_ seen it before, consequently A knew nothing
about it at all. The Scott listing was made
from this cover, an original find made by me,
and in my opinion is, without doubt, the only
existing example of this Confederate provisional.
In selling this, and other unique things, I
suffered pangs of regret. But it seemed the
only sensible thing to do, Craig taking no
interest in my material. I wonder what is
going to become of the Patriotics which Stark

bought. L?'”h,~ ZEEE:L—ﬁ




June 3, 1953.

Mr. Warren P, Vare,
1862 Foster Ave,.,
Memphis 14, Tenn.

Dear Mr, Ware:

My good friend br., Harold C. Brooks Torwarded to me your letter
of the 20th with the request that I reply for him, as he is laﬁup;
home and unable for the time being to attend to any correspondence.
Regarding the Confederate Austin, Miss, Y.M.Provisional, When I
g0ld the brooks collection of Confederztes at private sasle in 1949, I sold
the "Austin" to Eugene Wulfekuhler, Jr. #about a year ago the latter
collection was placed on the market and at the present time I do not know
who owns the Austin cover., At the time I sold the cover %o Mr. Wulfekuhler
I advised him to buy it as I was of the opinion (and I still em) thet the
item was genuine in every respect. 4As far as I am aware it is the only
one known - bir. Brooks never heard of another nor have I ever heard of any
student of Confederates who had knowledge of a second covers

) About twenty-five years ago Mr. Brooks conducted guite an extensive
advertising campaign in southern religious papere for old Confederate covers
and from some such source he purchased the cover. I recall at the time that

d sold his collection that he informed me that he had no recollection from
whom he obtained it and thet he doubted if he s%till had files of ¢orrespondence
going baek as far as the early nineteen twenties. The listing in the Scott-
catalogue ie from this cover.

I believe that the above is about all the infomsation that I ean
furnish and I geriously doubt if Mr. Brooks could add anything.

Sincerely yours,




AJS. Aﬁk ¢.8.A.
SJA- A0F ARA.
C.O.XN4. BNAYES.

Jack £. Moleswnrth
Dl’\ila’ce‘ic Dealer anal ‘Brol-ge'r'

102 Beacon Street
Boston 16, Massachusetts

June 3, 1953,

Mr, Stenley B. Ashbrook,
3% N, Ft. Thomas Ave.,
Ft. Thomas, Ky.

Dear Stan,

I finelly heard from Usticke who had been out
of town and he confirmed my own opinion that neither of
the enclosed Special Printings have been reperfed, I'm
not sure my client will be willing to accept his opinion,
so am sending them on to you and will greatly appreciate
it if you can render an opinion also, I'm sure he would
not question your opinion,

My client feels from his own examinstion, some
months after purchese, and apparently not from having con-
gulted any other expert that the 7¢ one has been reperfed
on the left and the 15¢ on the right. There is no need
therefore to make any specizl comments except on these
two sides, It is epparent that the perfs are a bit uneven
on these two sides and such is doubtlessly the reason for
ny clientts opinion, However, from my experience it is
the clean cut evenly perfed sides that are most likely to
heve been reperfed as the present day reperfer does if
anything & better job often than the gov't,,at least as
far as meking clean and even perfs goes,

If you should not feel sure enough to render an
opinion I shall of course understand but will appreciate any
comments, conclusive or otherwise that you can meke,

With best wishes,

_~




June 4, 1953.

Mr. Jack E. Molesworth,
102 Beacon St.,
Boston 16, Mass,
Dear Jack:

Herewith the two stamps as per yours of the 3#d - the 7¢ and
15¢ = . have examined these very carefully under my binocular and while
I am no authérity on late material I see no occasion to question the
perforations on these two stamps, I would accept them without question.
If any reperfer can turn out such a perfect job then his stuff is just ;s
good as the genuine. I seridgfly doubt if that is possible.

Regards. “ |

Sincerely yours,



PENNYPACKER 5-3237

PHILIP H. WARD, JR.
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May 20, 1953

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook
33 N. Ft. Thomas Avenue
Fort Thomas, Ky.

Dear Stan:

I have been in New York attending the Lagerloef-Harmer sales
and just got back Monday. I had to go to the Mountains yesterday to see if they
have completed the work on my lodge, hence this is the first full day I have been
in the office for a week.

In regards to the 90¢ block from Lozier's collection, I, too,
saw Joe at the 1947 New York Show and when he walked into my booth I immediately
called him by name, which greatly surprised him. He said he had walked around
and had only seen about two or three people who recognized him. He spent over an
hour in viewing my collection and noted with great interest that many of my
choicest blocks were marked "Ex-Lozier". He is down in Florida and I wrote him
one or two letters but have not heard from him lately. You know I sold most of
his stamps and of those that Scott bought, I sold 90 per cent of those to Sinkler.
Joe in his eéarlier days was a playboy and spent most of his fortune. Luckily he
he put a lot in fine stamps so that every time he needed $3,000 or $4,000 he
would phone me, I would go over and pick out what I wanted from his collection
and hand him a check. Sometime I would send him a check in advance and later go
over and pick out what I wanted. He was one of the early block collectors and at
one time owned both of the 2¢ 1901 inverted center blocks. I sold one of them for
him and I think Ed Stern got the other one. I, however, later sold the first block
to Sinkler and from his collection it passed to Souren. The second block is now in
my collection and will be illustrated in the new article which I mentioned to you.
I have been quietly told that I could mention in my column that such an article would
appear but I was told not to mention the paper. I can incidentally tell you, for I
know it will go no further. The story is going to appear in "Life", which means a
three million circulation and should make some new stamp collectors. I loaned them
about eight pieces for photographing and they have assured me that they will use
at least two of them and possibly more. They had one or two late things, such as a
block of the $5 Columbian. They were trying to locate a plate block and if they
could do this, they would give the other man credit rather than me. I can understand
why this would be the case for as far as I can learn, no other professional has been
invited to show his stamps. They covered Europe and South America for rare foreign
pieces. I do not believe Caspary would loan them a single thing for I can understand

why he does not want his name in print.

As to the pane of 12¢ 1860 in the Jefferys collection, they have
just rearranged the collection in beautiful frames made especially for Jefferys'
stamps. One big outstanding frame shows a photograph of Jefferys and three or four
permanent exhibits and this includes the complete sheets of the 1851 3¢ and the 1860
12¢ along with his reconstructed plates II and IV 1¢ stamps. They just put these in

-



2.

possibly three weeks back and as they are written up and the spaces filled, I
do not feel that I would want to ask the Director of the Museum to tear down the
frame. I could easily go over his head if he refused but I would not want to do
this. Later on, I will take the subject up with him when we are talking about
the stamps and see if I cannot pull it out. Sorry you did not take this up with
me when you got the platéRI{I stamps. I then had it in my possession and could
have sent it to you without—any trouble whatsoever, D
s

As to your 5¢ stamp, I can tell you in advance this is not a
reprint but I want to take it home and compare it for shade with some of the
normal stamps to see if they have tried to change the color or not. On first
glance I thought it was a proof but want to examine it more carefully before de-
finitely saying yes or no., I will take this home over the weekend, when I have
the daylight to work with, and will return it to you Monday with definite informa-
tion. I want to make up my mind as to whether someone is endeavoring to make
up new issues. I cannot believe this to be the case for anyone would be very fool-
ish to buy them without knowing what he was getting and I have as yet to see a
good imitation.

L R SO SUP S

Sincerel M

s

PHILIP H. WAKD, JR.



May 22, 1953.

Myr. C. M. Phillips, Jr.,
Route 1, Box 78,
Winter Haven, Fla.

Dear Clare:

The box of fruit came in by express yesterday afternoon in
fine shape., Thanks very much.

My friend Ward has been away on a trip. I quote from a letter
received from him today:

“As to your 5¢ stamp, I can tell you in advance this is no% a
reprint but i went to take it hogle and compare it for shade with some aof
the nommal stamps to see if they have tried to change the color or mot.
On first glance 1 thought it was a proof but want to examine it more
carefully before definitely saying yes or no. I will take this home
over the “eekend, when I have the daylicht to work with, and will return
it to you Mondgmy with definite information. I want to make up my mind es
to whether someone is endeavoring to make up new issues., I cannot believe
this to be the ¢ase for anyons would be very foolish to buy them without
knowing what he was getting and I have as yet to see a good imitation."

When he raturns the stamp next week I will have a ’dafinito and
positive opinion for you. To be absolutely sure on such items one has to
make direct comparison. Please keep this strictly confidential as his ex-
amination was a favor to me alone,

With best wishes =

Cordially yours,



May 22, 1953.

Mr. Philip H. Ward, Jr.,
1616 Walmut St.,
Philadelphia, 3, Pa.
Dear Phil: '

Yours of the 20th received.

I was surprised to learn that "Life" wss to be the medium. It will
be marveloug propaganda. You can depend on my keeping it 100% confidential.

1 can apbmciatg why Caspary does not want any publicity of any kind. If he
has ever loaned anything he owns for study purposes I have yet to learn of it.
I once asked him to loan me a l¢ 1851 double transfer snd he turned me down.
Stated he ﬁad paid Kleman $3.00 for it. People are funny is no over-statement,
especially "stamp collectors."

- Okay on the Plate 3 pane in the Jefferys collection.,Ffor the good of
philately_this should be photographed for the record and made available for
future students.

I made a large ohotograph of your 10¢ '55 plus 5¢ '56 cover. Would
you like to have a print? 1 am never to mention this cover in any way without
your pernission but I wish you would remove the 5¢ stamp and give me permission,

' With regards -

Cordially yours,



This Was Sent Te Me 571 Alex Dumas - €44 -53
His Adel res 165 Com men wealtb Ave
Boston | & Ma.S-S See 5-9. 27-P56
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Jarck £. Moleswunrth
DLI'atelic Dea‘er anal ‘Brolﬁev

102 Beacon Street
Boston 16, Mussachusetts

June 2, 1953

Mr, Stanley B, Ashbrook
Pe 0. Box &1

33 N. Ft. Thomas Ave.
Fort Thomas, Kentucky

Dear Stan,

In reply to your letter of May 28th, though it may be true that
Sweet is adverse to loaning his plates to you, it is my opinion that
Dan could easily influence him to do so but Dan does not care to put
himgelf out personally. I may be wrong in this opinion, but from
my knowledge of Dan's relationship with Sweet and the conversation
which I had with Dan no other conclusion is justified. I do not know
Sweet personally, There is no question about your reputation or the
plates being demaged, but rather I feel they just do not want to
bother with the matter.

.

At the April meeting of the New Englend chapter of the A.S.D.A.
we passed the following resolution:

"RESOLVED: That in view of numerous recent cases wherein the Philatelic
Foundation has allegedly rendered seriously erroneous opinions on items
submitted for their opinion by members of the N.E., Chapter of the A.S.D.A.
and on the whole evidenced little inclination to correct these mistakes
when called to their attention, thereby causing extreme embarrassment
to, unjustified reflection on the integrity of, and serious financial
loss to the dealers concerned, the N, E. Chapter requests that the Board
of Directors of the national association investigate the possibility of
forming an A.S.D.A. Expert Committee to pass on U. S. and Confederate
stamps, it being felt that the Friedl Expert Committee adequately covers
the Foreign field,"

It is guite all right for you to quote this to Mrs, Dale if you so
desire as it is public knowledge and was supposed to have been published
in full in the report of our meeting which is regularly sent to the
"Stamp Wholesaler® as well as to the!ds Bulletin", but both edited
it and merely made a comment zbout a resolution being passed asking the
Netional Chapter to look into the possibility of establishing an expert
committee.

Apparently this resolution was discussed at the last meeting of the
Board of Directors of the A.S.D.A., but from a conversation which I had
with John Fox over the phone last night the A.S.D.A. had apparently been
attempting to improve the situation with the Foundation on their own
hook for severel months., Anyway, they have now apparently received the



agreement of the Foundation to using a formal dealers'advisory com-
mittee appointed by the A.S.D.A. to assist them in rendering their
opinions, What good such & committee may do is yet to be seen. However,

I have some doubts since Fox mentioned that they were currently sub-
mitting items to him for his opinion which as I have previously indicated
in my opinion could certainly not be considered an expert one as evidenced
by the meny mistekes which are mede in his auctions with respect to the
repairing, re-gumming, reperfing, fake coils, #519's, etec. I sincerely
hope that this step will result in an improvement.

I am enclosing the photo just received from abroad of what would be
a very rare item if it is genuine. Though I know you camnot render an
authoratative opinion without examining the item I would appreciate any
unofficial comments you might meke with regard to the consistency of the
visible markings and the 90¢ rate. .
With best wishes,

2\ o

Jack . Molesworth
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June 5, 1953.

Mr. Jack E. Molesworth,
102 Beacon St.,
Boston 16, Mass.
Dear Jack:

Thanks very much for a look at the 30¢ 1869 cover. While it is
very difficult to judge a cover by a photograph, it is possible that this
cover could be genuine. I doubt if it originated in China or Japan but
possibly at Honolulu and was brought into San Francisco for mailing by one
of thé Amdricsn subsidized mail ships. In the event that you eanllay your
hands on this cover I would like vory much to see it and 1f‘posaible to
'purchase it, provided it is genuine,

Thanks very much for the further informmation regarding the Resol-
ution. I intend to send a copy of this to Mrs. Dale, although I have about
given up hope that the members of the Expert Committee will take any steps
that would actuaily improve existing conditions. I don't know anything
about foreign stamps, hence not in a position to judge whether any members of
the Committee have any such knowledge, but I do know one thing, none of the
members on the Committee have any actual knowledge of United States stamps or
covers, and it is perfactly ridiculous for them to attempt to pass on such
items. I have strongly urged them to put some people on the Committee reg?rd-
less of whether they are private collectors or dealers who do have sufficient
knowledge about U. S. stamps to at least give some sort of a sensible opinion.

I think any member should realize this, but evidently they don't. I also think



#2. Mr. Jack E. Molesworth - June 5, 1953.

that any dealer would be foolish to serve as a consulting member. If he wasn't

good enough to be elected a full-fledged member then he shouldn't serve. Keep
me advised of any new dévelopment.
No fee on the 5¢ New York.

With regerds

Sinecerely yours,
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June 5, 1953.

Mr, Jack E, Molesworth,
102 Beacon Street,
Boston 16, Mass,

Dear Jack:

Herewith the 5¢ New York as per yours of the
2nd. This is a Sperati counterfeit. It is his imitation
of Plate position #29. I am including for your files
an enlarged photograph of one of these Sparati fakes.

The paper is not like the original. The engraving is not
the same and the ACM is generally a very poor imitation
of the genuine.

Sincerely yours,
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R qf STANLEY B. ASHBROO
eceive rom: P. 0. Box 31

' One piece of ordinary mail address d
Lo Alex  Diuimes

B

les Bmmonwealth Ave :
BosTon U6 Mass.

THIS REC&“’T DOES NOT PROVIDE FOR lNDEMNlFlCA'{lON
U. 8. QOVERNXENT PRINTING oFFICN  5—10325 POSTMASTER.



June 7, 1953.

Mr. Alex Dumas,
165 Commonwealth Ave.,

Boston 16, Mass.
Dear Mr. Dumas:

Herewith your 3¢ 1861 cover as per yours of the 4th. I
agree that the marking Qpes resemble the Galveston PAID, I have
seen coveirs of Galveston with this marking that were used in 1860
but I have ﬁB record of any GOVeré'or the Confederacy, but no doubt
Dietz recorded such.

Probably this was a stock stamper supplied to postmasters
so a Fedemal soldier might have picked it up in most any Southern
office.

Thanks for the look.

Sincerely yours,

(27-56)
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STANLEY B. ASHBROOK
P. O. BOX 31 !
33 NORTH FT. THOMAS AVENUE
FORT THOMAS, KY.

May 27, 1953.

Aol AbeAl,

To Mr. M. HUBERT JUDD

DALTON, GEORGIA

Subseription to

~

ASHBROOK SPECIAL SERVICE

Series 1953 - 1954

From June 1, 1953 to June 1, 1954 e..e.. $100.00

v . ‘



June 8, 1953. -

Mr. M, Huvert Judd,
Dalton, Ga,

Dear Judge:

Thenks very much for yours with check for$100.00 for the 1953~ .
1954 "Service." Keceipt is enclosed herewith.

I never heard of Walt's Barr butl do trust that you had a lot
of good fishing and en enjoyable time. I was indesed pleased thet my
Service lssues have proved interesting to you.

Regarding the New York postmaster marking, £ believe that & number
of the large cities had stampers that wore used on post office reports that
were sent to Washington. I have noted one reading, "P,0,Business" with the
name of the P.M, : ;

i enclose a strike from &n old stamper that came out of an office
up in Maine. The "Allen" must have been the P.M.'s name and he probably used
it to stamp reports that he had approved. This ie a wooden stamper hand-cut
in box-wood. : »

It does seem odd thet the New York marking was used to cancel a 90¢
stamp but no doubt it was on a heavy plece of mail that the P.M. himself
canceled. I agree that the word was probably correct. If you care to send
the stamp to me I will photograph it and give it some publicity in STAMPS,
provided you have mo objection.

With every good wish =

Cordielly yours,



RAYNOR HUBBELL
; < "(‘ SPECIALIZING IN THE PURCHASE OF OLD STAMPS







~ "~ WILLIAM J. RUSSELL

58 W. Raymond Avenue
Roosevelt, N. Y.
Feb.25gh

Dear Mr. Hubbell

Mr.Gust®e Fablan of Hempstead has
informed me that you would like to see
this itenm.

At this time I haw four worth while
bids on this item and will ‘he very thankful

.

te you for your bid.

Very truly yours

Wm. . Russell
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MATL SALE # 1
FEB . 25, 1953
THE ~ RULES

COVMPLETE

SATTSFACTION

=0 We will nondﬁct more of these mail sales
want them by your bids in this sale

SEND BTDS TO

5f West Raymond Ave. Roosevelt L.1

See the los in this sale at the JAN, and Feb. Roundups
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These sales are open to any member in the alllanpe

RV
(et

11 you Qollectoro show you

Gl

UNITED STATES STAMPS
1LOTH# CAT, GIoBONS.  1OTF GAT,  'GLEDONS
1 #1 used FTINE ~$27,50 %23.50. 19 #523 -used Fine - $23.50 %13.75
2 #9& nnused Tine o 275 1.75 = 20 #5551 used CONTEZRIGIT on peted BT L5
3. FLygun G 32250 7.25 21 #561 mint block fine 2'53 170
L %lléused fine 8,450 3,25 22 58l wmint block with P1#2.50 ¥, 1.25
5  #I¥15 used fine 8.50 2,60 23 #8545 mint block " PLfl, 75 Ve 1,15
6 #133 unused thin 8,50 6,00 3l - #5656 mint - fine 1,25 50
7 #191 used fine 15,07 13.75 25 #570 mint block -VG: 10,00 6,10
8.1 #2511, wint fine 2125 1.50 26 #5578 used e 6,00 3,75
9 v #271 mint VG 3,50 2,00 27 #579 used very fine 3.00 2.60
10 - #302 mint VG 1 75 B85 28 #623 mint block fine Eaos -2 60
11 %303 mint fine B85  2¢  #697 mint black fine 1.75 110
12 #320 mint: VT . g 2.00 30 #6598 mint block fine 5,00 3,50
13 " 368 used Tine 3.50 2.25 31 #699 nint block fine 2.50 .75
1, #3711 used yery fine2,25 1,35 32 #7000 .mint block fine 3.00 ) § cé
1 /373 used wery fine3.00 165 31 -4B3S mink 7 dery Pine 150 - 3,00
16  #40L used. fine 64,50 3,95 34 #833 mint Superb 2000, ©PRA0
17  # L25D Perf 12 by lo RARE STAMP 35 #8344 mint  Superb T 0 5.50
VZRY TIRE sold at aumetion. for 36 ## €2-used Fine 4,50 2,50
y 505,00 15300 QR 457 used Very fige 3,50 2290
18 ,hﬂé mint fine 275 5.05 TS =TaTes Confederate 7521 on
part of cover tied on with 1861 brifg::>
G town cancel LYNCERURG VA, $500,00 -
BALATCE O LOTS ON NEXT PAGE s —
LOT# BN . s LOT#. BID LOT# PID, LOT# RID LOT# BID +
Q
s e B o e g e e s e e S TR yew el oy A i s aleatinty » ¢
NAVE L e BT AR e 5
AD RE3S ety 1 : T e S eI S 7 et



" MATL AUCTION --=-"NAS3AU SUFTOLK PHILATELIC ALLIANTE SALE # 3 MATL AUGTION .
lots can be seen Bids close FZR, 23 1953 :
at JAW,AND TTB roundups AT ROTMDUP

“LOT # AT LOT# CAT,

39 Philippines #226,230,2L0 M/U G/VE ,80 76 Natal #17 mint (no Gum) VG 10,00

1,0 2 #229 used veg L.75 77 Newfoundland #20 used ve 10,00

!l Philippines #230 mint Fine 300 5 " #40 used Fine 1.50

L2 L #23l; mint Fine 3.25 79 " #96 space filler used 15,00

L3 n #279 used v\ 2,25 80 " #1 mint VG 2,50

Ll u #289A used Ve . 1,35 81 ® ERROR #87D used thin F, 7,00

s " BLOCL #089C used  Fine 12 ,50 82 . - Parf,13% #257A mint JF 3,50

L6 " BLOCK #289D used Fine 17,50 83 W Lo mint fine  ,60

Bl il #39); used’  Tine '1,35 8L v #ohs L6,L7,48 mint VP 1.LO

L8 u #2h mint VP b A W #262,63,6L,65 mint VF 1,80

L9 t # Elif used e} L.,50 86 " Block #251 used VF 1.L0

50 t # 02 used Find 1,10 87 Romagna #8 thin Fine 75400

51 Bulgaria #B11 mint VR 1.25 88 Romemime ‘. #BHD wmint V2 150

52 Cape €f Good Hope #2 used VG 12,50 89 OSeychells #149 mind Y 00

53 Cook Tslands #5i mint VF  1.25 90 Skerra Leone #6A  usdd V¢ 3,00

Sl Danzig #78  used Fine 2,25 91 So. West Africa #81 mint Blcck 8 #3

55 #198 used VG 2,50 92 Switzland #8 used Fine . 1,00

2 n #0l7,0L8 mint  VF L.,25 93 " #10  used VG 5,00

S E R #051 mint VF h,50 9L i #11  used VG 30,00

L= R e #052 mint VF 10,00 95 Unien Sc. Africa #22 mint Bleck 8 3%h

59 Denmark #20. msed .. VG . 500 . 96 Victorié #I thin fine usedl5,00

QM w - #32A wused Fine L.,00 97 % smedl #hin #2 used VG 10,00

61 " #3LA " used Fine 3.00 98 30 U.S.stamps 1912-3L cat ever 2,00

62 Fiji Islands #39 used Fine 2,30 99 L1 France L 2.50

63 ®inland #8 used YF 5,00 100 L8 Great Britiem 10Shelling ETC L.00

6L #9 used” Vig 1,00° 102 LD Italy cat over 2.00

65 #10 used VF 1.50 102 73 Switzland g SR T

66 FRANCE #2 used F'NE 50,00 103 L73 mixed US Precancels on paper 227

<y i FHO wsed . VG 40,00 - 1oL 932 " Us n LR S ¥

68 Gibraltar. - #99  used iy 1.50 106 1660 e e B PreT

69 Hamburg #23  used VG 300 206 17,2 mixed US COMM. used : can

70 longary #528 mint Ve 1,25 107 1030 US #220 used 277

o # BYl mint Vg 1,00 108 185 ,A.P,0, Covers el

i A S #B97 mint Vg 1.25 109 150 OLD post cards WITH STAMPS 227

73 i # Bl13,P122,B130 mint ¥F 1430 110 20 copys Bermuda #120 fine used %8

7L Lagos . # 7 used Tipe. S50 111 10 v " #102 - " 32,50

75 lagos "P“ﬂT*"\ 7 V? o RRERO0 ALE g Jamaica #120 v t 8,00

D ANYTAING YOU WIS® BUT BID BIP PID BID BID BID FID EDI BRI

Mail your ATLTANZE  AUCTIONS : Mail your

bids at ance ‘58 W. RAVICED AVE  ROOSEVELY L.I. NY bids at once

HGE. o 1 inaahe nainio- v ok 5 ol e S W e 4k o kg AR ARSI o e S <ie nusris e nleeny B e o e R Rk Tpck

Let# ' --BID LOT# RID LOT# RID LOT# BID LOT# BID

E =

Closeing.date Teb, 23 1953 «-~ NEXT SALE APRIL 27,1953



RAYNOR HUBBEILL

SPECIALIZING IN THE PURCHASE OF OLD STAMPS
220 EAST POPLAR STREET % GRIFFIN, GEORGIA
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Feb, 20, 1953.

Mr. Raynor Hubbell,
Box 573,
Griffin,Ga.

Dear Mr. Hubbell:

Please note copy of letter hercwith. The country is
full of gyp-artists like this fellow and while we can do very
little to stop them we can at least throw a scare into them once
in awhile.

This thing is so rank it actually smells.

Kindest regards -

Yours sincerely,



Feb. 20, 1953.

Mr. Tom Crigler, Jr.,
Macon, Miss.

Dear Mr. Crigler:

Please note copy of letter herewith. I thought that you would
like to use this in your next Bulletin. The country is full of gyp-
artists who are using the U. S. mail to defraud collectors and while
we are unable to do much ebout it, we can at least make some effort.

It is very unwise for a collector to have any dealings with some fly=-by-
night who can furnish no references or is not a member of any philatelic
organization. In many cases the buyer is much to blame, and will throw
caution to the wind in a crazy desire to get a rare gem at a mere
fraction of catalogue value.

Perhaps the worst evil in U. S. philately is the bedroom "auction"
or so-called "Mail Sale." I wonder if anyone who bids at such "sales"
realizes that every card is stacked against him and he hasn't a chance of
a fair deal.

Sincerely yours,



OFFICERS AND TRUSTEES

JOHN H. HALL
CHAIRMAN

MRS. JOHN D. DALE
VICE-CHAIRMAN

THEODORE E. STEINWAY
TREASURER

JOHN R. BOKER, JR.
ASST. TREASURER

HENRY M. GOODKIND
SECRETARY

THE PHILATELIC FOUNDATION
22 EAST 35TH STREET

NEW YORK 16, N. Y.

MURRAY HILL 3-5667
WINTHROP S. BOGGS, DIRECTOR

June 9th 1953

Mr, Stanley B.Ashbrook,
P.0. Box,31,

33 North Ft, Thomas Ave.,
Ft. Thomas. Ky,

Dear Mr. Ashbrook,

item no:

TRUSTEES

RICHARD S. BOHN
GEORGE E. BURGHARD
ALFRED H. CASPARY
ELLIOT G. CORIN

HUGH M. CLARK
WILLIAM A. EDGAR
GEORGE R. M. EWING
SOL GLASS

ROBERT L. GRAHAM, JR.
H. D. S. HAVERBECK
DR. CLARENCE W. HENNAN
EDGAR B. JESSUP
MALCOLM JOHNSON
OSCAR R. LICHTENSTEIN
A. H. WILHELM

The Foundation Expert Committee
wonld appreciate your valued opinion on the enclosed

4304,

If you couldlet us have it back
* by the morning of June 17th we would bs most grate ful,

Thank you very much for your

co-operation,

Sincerely,

The Philatelic Foundation

©+. Winthrop S.Boggs,
Secretary of the Expert

Committes,
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