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Tt-IRU THE KINONrSS OF" THF. 

OWNER OF THF" \"'IT~"N ITEM 

THIS PHOTOCRA H WAS MA'.JF. 

AY ST,Ar·n rv B . .a.SHBROOK. IT 

IS flESPEC TFULLY RECUFSTF.O 

THAT NO USE BE MAOE OF" 

THIS PR NT V,ITHOUT TH. 

CONSFNr OF THE OWNER O~ 

STANLEY B. ASHBROOK 
33 N. Ft. Thomas Ave. 

Fort Thomas, Ky. AUG -1 1949 
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,~T' . \~ . T . Po11itz, 
45 Bl'O Ji' ie Id St ., 

Boston 8, lass . 

DOHr Ur . Pollitz: 

sept. 2, 19/01:9. 

Upon "!'f'J l"oturn from a short vacat ion 
yesterday I found your kind 1t, ttm.' of the 25th 
cnc3..osing tho block of ton of' tho One cent 1851. 
I am indeed sorry that I \:0.8 :r;:ay fron hOl.O when 
t ,is arrived!' thus occasioning a elay in ita 
retul"'n. 

You '!lust IlppNW lato the fncJc that an 
(;xpross ion by e an to the vulue OJ:' dosiraoil:Lty 
of this ite 10uld be 0 :l0l; 0 va::'ue 'GO the Bollej."I, 
also tll0 plate pos i ;;:tons Ilnd oxact dofinition of 
tho typ')s . I think tl at i'v :Lf:) 11; "dl" fall" to 1'0 -
qu at such information froe of any charce . 

I lill Lo ploa~ ad to furnish any infor'" 
mation th'-..t you tlosiro on this block but the .fee 
.. /ll11 bo _,,10.00. 

I sincerely thul'11r -you 1:'01' your kindness 
in sub~.itt:u:~ ) tho i tom to 1. e . 

V01~' truly your s , 

/ 
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45 Bromfield Street, Boston 8, Mass., . .J~!? ~,19 'it 

M~ .. ~ ... ~ .. ~ ... ................ .... . 
Dear Sir: I beg to enclose 071 approval, st-amps as 

below, and trust you will fil7d tbese to your satisfaction . 

YOU1'S very truly, 

W. T. POLLITZ 

Net 
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Mr . ' . T . P011itz, 
45 Bro iald st., 

Boston 8, J~nss . 

Dour I 1". Po1litz: 

Sept. 7, 1949. 

This \7111 ackno ~1adgc l"oceipt of YOU1"S of the 5rd 
with check for \.10.00 for which kindly accopt my thanks. 

Regarding tho block of ten (10) of the Ono Cent 1851. 
This block CQ es fro:l tho 1"ight pane of Plute Ll, and t le plato 
positions being as £0110\713: 

76R4 - 77R4 - 78R4 - 79R4 - BOR4 
86R4 ... 87R4 - 88R4 - 89R4 - 90'l4 -

All of the stamps classify as Typo III \lith tho axcoption of tho 
~ 1hich is 'a 'typo Ie, - (not ciitalogued) . 

If you \1111 refor to my one Cent Book, Vol. 1 - page 234 -
You will note that at the time the book vms published (12 yoars ago) 
1 was not cortain regarding tho t os of some of' the positions in 
this pal"-t of the plnte, but in lator years the co ... 'Tect plating es
tablished t·e types of each position. 

On p ge ~~37 - FiG_ 20L - is an illustration of the sub
type 10 - position 89R4. -

Tho block S110\,18 quite a detoriol"ation of tho original 
color - that is, tho ink ha.s fiaded - cnus! g t 1e d1sappearance of 

ny of tho plate identifying Innrks . 

Regarding the valuo. I havo l ittle doubt that accordine 
to rarIty and cataloguo quotations that this block 1s not only 
\"Jorth 900.00 but considQj~~ably oro . It is the lart;est i .. perfortlte 
block that I have ever seen or heard o£ fro 1 Plute 4. Unfortunately 
the block sho itS so e bad croases and it might bo 0. bit d1f lcult 
to convince n buyer that the ita 1s a good :tnvest.,lont ~ ("900.00 or 
even hi or, but in oy oplllion it is certo.~1ly worth that f1gure, 
because of several features, viz: 

(l) I believe 1 t is un! ue - the lnl"gost ipGrforate block, kl1o\"m 
fro 1 te 4 . " 
(2) The inclusIon of tho scarce 89R4. 

I ma.de a photo~t'aph of the block and if my nogative tUl"nS 
out satisfactorIly I will be pI ased to nend you soveral prInts . 
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#2. Mr. '. T. Pollitz, Sept. 7, 1949. 

I am wondoring if I could disposo of this for you? 
should not be offered to a lot of sossiping pikers ... rho Vlould 
unable to seo any fGature but the creases. 

Sincerely yours, 

P.S. It is qlito possible thnt this block night havo boon used 
on n pioce of mail to California - tho lO~ rnto along about 1857. 

S.B.A. 
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A PRISONER - OF - WAR LETTER 
:Jrom AnJerdonvil1e 

/;\.~ .. , PRISONE'R-
/~~ ~.# \ OF - WAR 

.'IJ"I~~ ~.... covers and 
jl.'.;;"", ~. - I letters of the 
t~ .. ,1-< •. 
~ ',rp Civil War have 
·~ljji!i: .. I' ·fP."/ always held a 

,~.J' ..... ~/ particular fa s -
cination for the 

Andersonville, Ga. writer of these 
Posmark 

articles. This is 
of c 0 u l' s e greatly heightened in 
the case of a cover written from 
a prison from which few if any 
have ever previously been found. 
Everyone familiar with the postal 
history of the War Between the 
States knows that Prisoners' Let
ters from the great northern prisons 
are not uncommon, such as those 
from Point Lookout, Johnson's, 
Island, Fort Delaware, Camp Mor
ton, Camp Douglas, and Elmira 
Prison, although those which went 
through-the-lines and carry both 
United States and Confederate 
stamps are relatively rare and high
ly desirable. Such covers usually 
bear the '.'Examined" handstamps of 
the different prisons, which clearly 
identifies them for wllat they are, 
whether they were mailed from or to 
a particular prison. But, there were 
many other military prisons and 
camps which did not use such hand
stamps, and which held relatively 
few Confederate prisoners, so that 
covers and letters from and to them 
are more difficult to identify and are 
far more rare. Examples of these 
are Morris Island in Charleston 
Harbor, S. C., Fort Pulaski neal' 
Savannah, Ga., and Fort Warren in 
Boston Harbor, Mass.-all of which 
have been written up, illustrated by 
photographed covers. by this writer 
in the "American Philatelist." And 
there are others which the writer 
plans to write up, probably for 
STAMPS, including Fort McHenry 
near Baltimore, Md., Fort Lafay
ette in New York Harbor, and 
Davids Island off Pelham, N. Y. ... 

It is important to note that pris
oners' letters which went from South 
to North, are much scarcer than 
those ~hich traveled the other way-
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even those addressed to a Confeder
ate prisoner in a Union prison. Still 
rarer are any sort of prisoners' 
letters written from Confederate 
prisons in the South and sent 
through to Northern points. South
ern prisons did not use "Examined" 
hand stamps or other identifying 
marks, and their usage can usually 
only be determined by the point of 
origin, notations, or directions writ
ten on the cover, or by the original 
letter if it remains in the cover. Of 
such as these, the writer has seen 
covers and letters from the Ander
sonville, Ga. and Salisbury, N. C. 
prisons, and from the priso!~ers 
temporarily held at such places as 
Staunton and Lynchburg, Va. 

Of all of these Confederate 
prisons, perhaps the best known was 
the ill-famed prison stockade at 
Andersonville, Ga. The horrible 
conditions under which prisoners 
were held there, the sickening record 
of death and disease, and the hang
ing of Wirtz, the prison cOIDlIIlander, 
after the war ended,-all have no 
place here. However, the only pris
oner's cover and letter written from 
Andersonville which this writer has 
even seen, forms the chief reason for . 

. , 

this particular article. It is illus
trated herewith and the contents are 
typical of the nearly illiterate soldier 
of the period. The letter is dated 
"Andersonville, State of Georgia, 
May the 2nd, 1864" and is ad
dressed to the prisoner's wife. It 
reads: 

"Dear Wife I am A prisner of war 
now Plymoth was captured the 20 of 
Aprill their was 200 or more taken 
prisners. I am well yet but the climate 
being so hot here & not being used to the 
water I will most likely be sick but I 
will do the best I can to keep my helth 
you must do the best you can. I do not 
know wheir to have you direct to or I 
should have you write I will write as 
often as I am alowd to. I hope you are 
well if I ever lieve to get home I will 
stay their so good By. 

From your Husband James Yencer." 

Incidentally, Ezra Cole of Nyack, 
N. Y., states that' a book which he 
owns listing all of the prisoners at 
Andersonville includes one I. D. 
Yencer of Battery 24 as having died 
on August 7, 1864, and his grave is 
there as No. 4984. Allowing for pos
sible error in the small difference in 
first names, it would thus seem that 
the writer of this letter was well ad-

Photo by S. B. Ashbrook 

Only ~nown Civil War prisoner's cover from the notorious Confederate prison at Ander
sonville, Ga. Used to Mt. Morris. N. Y .• it bears both Confederate and United States 
stamps, the "Ex'" (Examined) censor's mark, and the postmarks of both Andersonville, Ga. 

and Old Point Comfort, Va. 

December 17, 1949 if S TAM P S 



Public Auction 
Don't miss our ... 

JANUARY 18TH SALE 

Over 600 lots of V. F. United States, 
British Colonies and General Foreign 
will be sold without reserve to the 
highest bidders. 

Send a postal card asking for our free 
illustrated catalogue. 

Monsen Wallace A 
208 E. Broadway. Glendale 5 . Callt. ~ 

3 SPECIAL U.P.U. OFFERS: 
(l)-Alr;erl .. UPU Imp! •• Cpl. (3) $15.00 
(2)-Bahawalpur UPU Imperl •• 

Cpl. Inelud.ln~ QfIIclal. (8).. 10.50 
(3)--COmplete world wide coverage to date 
excep~ Syria Sheet and British Crown Col
onies: all other British possessions are in· 
eluded. No errors. no booklets but every
thing else rigkt UP to and including Vati-
can City! . 

90 .1J1I2 ':~;:~~";h;:t~. ~~~~~: $44.00 
We g""".antu delivery of all ft>rlhcoming 
UPU [.sues to those IWdering this grqupl 

lUST OUTII Scott 1950 Part IT Cat .. $3.50 

FRANK WARNER 
"U.P.U. SpeclaIlstl." 

109 NII8118u St.. New 'York 7. N. Y. 

~4C Pan-American 
.' INVERTED 

Center 
#296b 

Fine unused .•.•••.• $225.00 
Anoth .... COPT. UIlu.ed. be appearance but 
one perforation abort. U46.00 

U. S. Want Lilt. Solicited 

ROBERT A. SIEGEL 
1M lIIamaroaecit Aye. White Plain •• N. Y. 

W ANTED TO BUY 

ANYTHING IN U. S. 

lDopecllilI:r needed---.1lne UHh Centur:r 1861-

117 Inu_186e loau&-All Bank Note 

118ue0--8lnI'18 lte .... or CluantitT holdln .... 

TOP PRICES PAID 

ALFRED MENDELSON A 
65t6A Z23rd Plaee. Ba;rllde. N. Y. ~ 

UNITED STATES USED 
Good to Fine 

110 ...... . $2.00 /98 ...... $2.00 1148 ...... $.50 
35 ....... 2.00 112.. .... 3.10 152 ...... 2.00 
71. ...... 2 .05 113.... .. .90 153 ...... 2 .00 
76 ..... .. 1.55 115.. .... 2.20 217 ...... 2.25 
77 ....... 2.75 116 .. .... 2.65 420.. .... .70 
78 ..... .. 2.00 117 ...... 2.90 421.. .... 1.00 

COMMEMORATIVES 
1232 ... ... $ .60 I 12ro .... .. $6. 45 1'296 ...... $ .55 
235...... .80 287.... .. .90 326 .. .... 1.10 
238 ...... 2.60 288...... .90 327 ...... 2.20 
239 ...... 3.00 291. ..... 4 .60 330 ...... 1.10 

s.uu/ectlDft _-.l. Appro"al. Included. 

H. M. MACK. 
'Mllf-ord. New Uallll)llhUe 

S TAM P S * De~ember 17,1949 

Weekly column conducted by George B. 
Sloane. 116 Na<!sau St .. New York 7. N. Y .• 
recognized pllila.telic expert and auth\>llty. 

"Sailing Cards." Early Clippers 
Very popular with collectors interested 

in postal history, Californiana, etc., are 
the colorful advertising cards circulated 
long ago by shipping firms competing for 
business to the Pacific coast. The cards 
named the ship, master, sailing dates and 
other pertinent details regarding their 
departure from eastern ports and ports 
of call. These were the e31rly "Clippers," 
making the trip around Cape Horn. One 
reads, "Shippers' Line for San Francisco. 
The Clipper Ship, FLYING CLOUD, 
J. P. Creesy, Commander, will have 
quick dispatch for the above port. The 
Ship having repeatedly made the passage 
within 90 daY$, as well as the shortest on 
record, Shippers have an opportunity of 
placing their goods in San Francisco, 
with the chance of early spring trade. 
For freight or passage, apply to the cap
tain on board, pier 10 East River, or to 
John I. Earle, 106 Wall-St." This is 
accom>panied by a buxom female figure, 
bl·ithely floating over the waves. The 
largest collection, more than 700 varieties, 
is owned by The Seaman's Bank for 
Savings, New York. 

Scott's Catalog. Part II. 1950 
Scott Publications, Inc., began distri

bution of Volume II, completing their 
1950 Standard Catalog, on N'ovember 
28th. The editors have given it a good 
going-over, with a complete face-lifting 
operation in China of more than a 
thousand changes of numbers, aocording 
to the press release. China now runs to 
nearly 24 pages. Other countries have 
been similarly worked over, Switzerland, 
for one, and throughout there are the 
usual extensive price revisions. There 
are additions to listing and other changes. 
Eastern Roumelia and South Bulgaria 
are combined, "Corea," becomes "Korea," 
under "K," and a place called "Ifni," 
moves into the Catalog, and another new 
country under "I" is Israel issues begin
ning in 1948. Russia monopolizes 50 
pages and oth6rs close behind are France, 
Germany, Hungary, Italy and Turkey. 
No wonder the general collector throws 
up his hands in despair. The new Cata
log, of over 1150 pages, is available from 
the publishers, or your local book store, 
or favorite stamp dealer. Price, $3.50. 

Ralph A. Barry, R. I. P. 
Ralph A. Barry died just ten yea.rs 

ago. His memory remains green through 
the many articles, so factual and so well 
written, which he published in the phila
telic press and in the New Yark H erald
Tribllne, where he edited the Stamp 
Page. I saved many of them and they 
turn up so often I thought it would do 
no harm to pay him tribute here. He 
had ,.a charming personality, and many 
friends. He hasn't been forgotten. 

-

ODDS .. ENDS 
Detailed descriptive ·brochure of 300 
specially priced items for all collec
tors of 

UNITED STATES 
U. S. POSSES SIONS 
BR. NO. AMERICA 

Free on Request 

WILLIS F. CHENEY ~ 
S"ccess01' to Spencer Anderson ~ 

65 Na.lI8u St .• New 'York 7. N. 'Y. 

British U.P.U. Sets 
. Mint Mint Used Used 

COLONY: Set BIks Set BIks FDC 
Antigua ........... $ .41 $1.64 ........ .. $ .80 
Bahamas......... . .41 1.64 .... , ..... .75 
Barbados.. ........ .36 1.44 .42 1.68 .75 
Bermuda . .. . . .. . .. .41 1. 64 ..... ..... .. ... 
Br. Guiana. .. .. .. .. .41 1. 64 .48 1. 92 .75 
Br. Hond....... ... .55 2 .20 .... . . .... .95 
Cayman. .......... .41 1.64 .48 1.92 .75 
Grenada. ..... . . ... .41 1.64 .48 1.92 .75 
Jamaica.. ... ...... .27 1.08 . ... . .... . 1.00 
Leeward.. . . . .. .... .41 I. 64 ..... ..... .75 
St. Lucia .. • . . . . .. . .41 I. 64 .&8 1.92 .75 
Trinidad... ..... ... .41 1. 64 .411..... .95 
Virgin... ..... ..... .41 1.64 .48 1.92 .75 
10% Discount ftw Payment in U. S. F .. Ms. 

F.G.ATKINSON 
"Stamp. of British Americo" 

3822 Prudhomme Ave. Montreal 27. Can. 

Some Of The 
MOST IMPORTANT 
Philatelic Properties 
That Come On The Market 

Pass Thru Our Hands. 

H You Are Building a Collection 
We Would Like to Tell You How 
We Can Help You. Please Let Us 
Hear From You. 

A RAYMOND H. WEILL CO 
ROG En G. - RAV .... OND U WEILL 

4 t)7 ROYA l. STREET. NEW ORlEANS 16 

WE are interested in the 
immediate purchase of 

Confederate material and 

will travel any distance for 

substantial collections or 

accumula tions. 

JOHN A. FOX 
116 Na ..... u St. N. Y. 'l'. N. Y. 

~ 

FREE U. S. PRICE LIST 
If you do not have a copy of our 1950 

price list enti tIed 

"Stamps of United States" 
send a postal at once and mention 
"Stamps." It is mailed free with no un
solicited approval selections or follow-up •. 
Its 80 p~e. &'ive in paralleled column. 
price. on both mint and used singles and 
blocks of four in "l"OOd" and "1lneH 

COD· 
ditlon with no plus or minus percent,...el 
to fil'l1r8. It allO include. mint commemo
rative plate number block •. 

Ordero from this list ma:r be pla.ced 
UpOn the underotandinlr that any thin I' un
satls1actor:r ma:r be returned for &Il im
mediate refund. 

Wendover Neefus Co. A. 
HUDSON, N. Y. ... 

.u.l..... E.tahU.h.4 1894 
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vised when he said, "I will mo,.t 
likely be sick," for it appears that 
he died some three months after it 
was written. 

The cover, of course, is of the 
greatest interest to the philatelist. 
It is addressed to Mrs. Elizabeth 
Yencer, Mt. Morris, Livingston Co" 
N. Y. and it is endorsed "Ex. MS," 
-indicating that it was examined, 
or oensored, by a Confederate official 
at the prison. It bears a superb 
copy of the .confederate 10c Blue 

\ engraved stamp issued in 1863 
(Type I, Scott Cat. ~1l), which is 
cancelled with the odd postmark of 
Andersonville, Ga. This cancella
tion, which the writer has never seen 
previously, is also separately illus
trated in this article from a drawing 
made from it by August Dietz, Sr., 
in which the illegible portions are 
indicated by dotted lines. The Union 
share of the postage was paid by 
the United States 3c stamp of the 
1861 type, bearing the typical 
"cork" canceler of Old Point Com
fort, Va.,-where it was mailed and 
postmarked on August 25, 1864, 
nearly four months after it was 
written at Andersonville. 

The romance and history of the 
great conflict between the North and 
the South nearly 90 years ago can 
be illustrated in no better way than 
by the covers and letters which went 
through-the-lines, such as this one. 
Collectors' "gems" today, they 
demonstrate the fascination of the 
never-ending search for more such 
representative items of the postal 
history of the Civil War. 

CONFEDERATES 

ANOTHER in the recent events 
of outstanding interest to Con

federate collectors took place in 
Baltimore, Maryland, on November 
29 and 30, 1949. This was the auc
tion sale by Perry W. Fuller of the 
collection formed by the late Dr. 
Don Peters of Lynchburg, Va. Un
der the. able direction of Gregory 
Mozia7f, of New York, who con
ducted the sale, a total of nearly 
1200 lots were disposed of in three 
sessions. The first two sessions, 
held in the afternoon each day, were 
devoted almost entirely to Confed
erate items, while the third session 
on Wednesday evening consisted ~£ 
United States stamps and covers. 

A fore''I'ord in the catalog, writ
ten by August Drietz, Sr., of Rich
mond. Va., said in part: 

S TAM P S * December 17, 1949 

Photo by S. B. Ashbrook 

The letter from the Prisoner of War to his wife, dated Andersonville, Ga., May 2, 1864. 

AT BALTIMORE 
"Don Peters was not a 'collector' of 

Confederates. He was a lover, and the 
most ardent it has ever been my privilege 
to know-and to admire. To him the 
postal stationery of the Lost Cause was 
history, and he treasured every fragment 
- studied it, and reverently placed it in 
its niche in his own Temple of Fame, 
which he had erected to the memory of 
his father's record in that struggle. Doc' 
Peters flouted every law and rule that 
governs the collector. The 'catalog' with 
its numbers and price-figures possessed 
no meaning for him, neither did he have 
his treasures carefully mounted, with de
scriptions, in the latest 'must' loose-leaf 
album. He had the covers stored 'all 
oyer the bouse,' in shoe-boxes, paper 
bags, metallic containers and envelopes
but, in a moment, he 'could put his hand 
on' anything wanted, and questions of 
data never begged for an enlightening 
answer. He was a living encyclopedia on 
matters Confederate. He was not a 'col-

lector' in the philatelic sense of that term. 
He was an accumulator-not with an eye 
to profit, for nothing he had was for 
sale. His Confederates were sacrosanct." 

Copies of this interesting de
scriptive catalog, which included 
eighteen pages of photographic 
illustrations, will form a valuable 
addition to reference libraries of 
collectors. 

The collection was particularly 
strong in original Confederate cov
ers of great historical interest, and 
such pieces elicited most active bid
ding. A brief list of the prices real
ized for some of the unusual items 
is included here, but special men
tion must 'be made here of the 
unique Postmasters' Provisional 10c 
envelope of Charleston, S. C., which 
sold for $435, and the unused strip 
of three of the 5c Provisional 
stamps of Knoxville, Tenn., which 
brought $460. 

491 
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CONFEDERATE STATES ON AND OFF COVER 
PROYISIONALS 

5XI 5e ATHENS, dull purple, superb four margin COpy tied by Mms. to buff 

5X1 
cover PInk. circular ATHENS, PAID. . . .. . ., , .... , ....... . ... . .. $125.00 

5c ATHENS, purple, Horiz. pair, close T. and B., rig-ht stamp tillY tear, 

42XU1 
tied to cover Pmk. ATHENS, PAID .. . .. .. . . . ....... . . .. ..... , ... . 150.00 

ruKA 5c PAID, superb strike on cover bearing corner card of local 

47X1 
Commission Merchant , .• •.. • .... .. . . .......... . ........ ". ... . 65.00 

5c KNOXVILLE brick red. uncancelled. off cover. Jight crease. four 

58X1 
margins. extremely fine appearance. rare .. . ..... ... .. . . .. . ...... .. 250.00 

2c MOBILE, black. extremely fine mint f<lUr margin copy . . ..... .. . .. . 275.00 
1>8X2 5c MOBILE, four margin COPY tied to buff cover... .. .. . . . . . . . . . . ... . 30.00 
61X2 5c NASHVILLE, carmine, used, extremely fine. .. .. . ... .. ....... .. . 37.110 

5c NASHVILLE. violet brown. superb top sheet margin copy. tied blue 61X5 

62X1 
NASHVILLE TO~ to buff cover . .. ...• .. .. ... . . . . . .. . .. ... . . ... 100.00 

2c NEW ORLEANS. blue. tied black NEW ORLEANS Pmk. to V. F. cover 75.00 

2 

2 

5 
5 
9 
9 
9 

9 
10() 
10 
L2 
12 

MISCELLANEOUS 
10c blue. superb four margin copy tied to Pa,triotic cover. eleven star 

flag and verse . . . . . .•.... . .. . . . .. . . .... . . ............... ... . 
10c bh.e. superb four margin copy tied to immaculate cover. by blue 

COLUMBIA. S. C. . . . . ... . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .. ' . . . . . .. ..... ... . . .. .. . 
10c rose, superb O.G .. four margins . .... . .. .. .. ....... . . . ....... . . . 
100 duH rose. superb four margin copy. O.G .... . .. . .. .. ... . ... . . .. .. . 
TEN dark blue, superb sheet margin COpy. lightly Canc .. . . .. . . . ... .. . 
TEN light blue. superb lightly Ca.nc .. .. . . . . .. .. ' . . ... . . . ... ... .. . . 
TEN superb four margin copy tied to neat cover by LYNCHBURG. VA. 

Pmk . • . . • .• ..... ..•• •....•. .. •..... . .. .. . ......•... . .• .. .. . .. . 
TEN superb four margin copy tied to cover by indistinct Cane . . . . . . . . 
10c blue FRAME LINE tied MOBILE. ALA. to V.F. cover . ... . .. . . .. . 
10c blue FRAME LINE, defective copy tied to cover ..... . . . .... . . .. . . 
10c blue tied to attractive WALLPAPER cover . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
10c blue perforated. a block of 26. possibly the largest piece known. 

sheet margin at L.. a great rari ty . .... . . ... ....... .. .. . . . ... .... . . 

PRISONER OF WAR. cover, OLD CAPITOL PRISON. WASHINGTON. 
D. C .. W. P . WOOD. SUPT .• MILITARY PRiISON, fine strike in black 
oval. 3c 1861 tied with fancy Cane. . . .. .. .... . . .. ...... . ....... . 

SLAVE BILL OF SALE FOR NEGRO CHILD. V. F .... .. . . .. . .... .. . . 
i<LAVE BILL OF SALE FOR NEGRO WOMAN. V. F .. . . . . . . . ...... . . . 
SLAVE BILL OF BALE FOR NEGRO MAN. V. F .. .. . . . . . . . . .. .. .... . 

JOHN A. FOX 

27.50 

17.50 
37.50 
37.50 
32.50 
30.00 

50.00 
40.00 
80 .00 
30.00 
17.50 

150.00 

50.00 
7 .50 
7.50 
7.50 

116 Nassau Street New York 7, N. Y. 
BEekman 3·5443 

featuring 
United· States British Empire 

General Foreiqn 
Inc. Semi·Postals. Souvenir Sheets 

~-- SPECIALIZING IN NEW ISSUES -------. 

492 

A new business specially dispOsed to handle your stamp requirements. We do not 
h ave unlimited Quanti ties and win operate on the basis of "First come. first served". 
Immediate refund if sold out or money held a t your diSpOsal. Sorry. no approvals. 
Join our specialized service. Complete satisfaction and lowest prices Quaranteed. 

UPU ISSUES: 
Argentina .. .. .. . (1)$ .04 
Austria .. ....... (3) . 11 
Bahawalpur ..... (8) . J 7 
Bahrain, Kuwait, 
MU8cat, Tan91.rs(l6) 1.75 
Vatican, 300 and 'ioJ 

1000 lire ..... ( 2.48 

INTRODUCTORY LIST OFFERINGS: 
BrazU . . . . .. .... (1) .07 Hungary . .... . .. (6) .59 Pal •• tin .... .. . .. (5) .42 
Brltl8h Colonl.8 .. booklet 1. 75 Panama .. .. .... ,(8) 1. 23 

66 Countries.(264) 22 .00 India .... . ...... (4) .30 .. 5 cents 
Burma . .. . . .... . (6) . 75 Indonosla ... .. .. (4) .60 inverted . . . . .. . 
B.lglum Congo . . (I) . \0 Iraq . ........... (3) .37 RU881a perf. + 
France ......... . (3) . 17 Japan(41+1hlock .23 imperf .. . ..... (4) 1.43 
G.rmany . . .. . ... (7) .98 Jugoslavia . ...... (3) 1.28 Swltz.rland ... .. (3) . 23 
Groat Britain . ... (4) .30 Tunloia . .. .. .. .. (3) . 17 

3.50 

NEW ISSUES: 
France Famou8 men .... . . (6) .36 Switzerland Pro Juventute 
Franc. 1.000 Frs .. .. . .. .. (1) 3. 50 19(9 . ...... . .. ... .. ... (4) .33 
G.rmany New 3 &; 5 Mark . (2) I. 59 Czechoslovakia Miners . .. . (3) .23 
U.cht.nst.in ....... .... . (3) .57 Rus81a Aviat ion . . .... ... . (8) 1. 88 

Alg.rla 200 Frs. Air ... .. . ~I) $ .75 
B.lgium GazeUe ... ... ... I) .06 
Canada New Pictorials ... . 5) . 16 
Chile Labor ............ . 4) .33 

N .th.rland. Children .. . .. (5) .20 .. October RevoILtion(2) .26 
Peru 1 SoL .... . ........ (I) .08 Agric11lture ....... (2) .26 

. J4 Australia 1 Pound . ....... (1) 2 .45 Ann. of Theater .... (3) .35 

.07 Guat.mala University air . (3) .72 Lux.mbourg Charity 

.14 Saar New set ............ (5) .52 Michael Rodance ...... (4) .60 

Congo & B.lg. E. A. ...... (5) .65 
Czocho81ovakla 

Child Welfare ........ . (2) 

~Cr~on. ()o~~~::m 
Peace Issue British Coloniea .......... . .. . ...... . . . ... . ........ ( 90) $ 2.86 

Silver Wedding compL 
Ocly ~8et8 available ............. . . . .. . .. . . . ... ~ ........... (138) 215 .00 

Germany'iV ar issues compl.. ... .. .... .. .......... . ............ ( 90) I. 75 
SPECIAL: 

P ostage Extra. 

NEW ISSUE CO. P.O. Box 225. Planetarium Sta .• N. Y. 24. 

The sessions were well attended 
by many collectors and dealers both 
from Baltimore and other points. 
Among those present from Balti
more the following !Were noted: 
E. B. Finney, Michael Miller, Dr. 
John M. Spence, Jr., Denwood 
Kelly, Dr. Paul Clough, J. P. 
Smythe, Dr. H. M. Walters, and 
Edward Turner. Visitors from New 
York included Howard Lehman, 
Ezra Cole, John A. Fox, R. A. Sie
gel, and R. E. Townsend. From 
W ashington, D . C., Joseph Herbert, 
Dr. G. G. Frazier, and David Kohn. 
From Wilmington, Del., Thomas 
Heathcote, Jr., K. A. Whittle, and 
H. H. Welch. And from other 
points, Mrs. Don Preston Peters 
and Milton Moses, Lynchburg, Va.; 
H. L. Morris, Atlanta, Ga.; Miss 
Virginia Hale and Mrs. A. E. Hall, 
Front Royal, Va.; Morris Everett, 
Cleveland, Ohio; B. H. Handy, 
Syracuse, N. Y., and the writer of 
this report, Van Dyk MacBride, 
Newark, N. J. 

Some of the prices realized fol
low, the auction lot number being 
that first given below: 

212-10c Charleston Provl. envelope, 
$435; 230-5c Marion, Va. Prov!', $180; 
256-Army of No. Va. covers, group, 
$42; 324-five 2c green on cover, $140; 
373-5c Typograph, printed both sides, 
$237.50; 408-10c FrameIine cover, 
$82.50; 409-10c on F. of T. cover, $61; 
410-TEN cover, $46; 415--TEN RR. 
cancel, $68; 468--2c Red Brown cover, 
$62.50; 470-2c ReEl Brown & IOc Blue 
cover, $100; 489-Strip 3 Knoxville 5c 
Prov!', unused, $460; 521-College Cover, 
$61; 527-do., $25; 532-Advertising 
Cover, $25; 537-do., $33; 538-<10., $31; 
548-do., $40; 552-do., $21; 555--0ffi
cial P.O. Dept. cover, $38.50; -562-do., 
$51 ; 563-Dept. Justice Cover, $22; 570-
War Department, $26; 578-Army im
print Cover, $36; 592-American Letter 
Express Cover, $147.50; 59;).-{io., 
$177.50; 60 I-Adams Express Cover, 
$147.50; 602-Blockade Cover, $77.50; 
603-do., $67.50; 635-Patriotic Cover, 
$60 ; 641-do., $65; 642-<10., $48; 700-
Wallpaper Cover, $22; 71O-Homemade 
Gover, $65; 728-U. S. Envelope 
"Steamboat" $33; 744-1859 Slave letter, 
$65. 

- V AN DYK MAcBRIDE 

• 
U .S.C.S. National 

Convention 
THE Universal Ship Cancellation So-

ciety will hold a National U.S.C.S. 
Convention in Harrisburg, Pa., May 6 
and 7, 1950. Headquarters will be the 
Penn Harris Hotel, while the nearby 
Pennsylvania State Museum will house 
the mammoth naval cover exhibit. The 
show will be under the general chairman
ship of Elmer R. Long, well known 
stamp and cover dealer. Further details 
will be announced at a later date. 

December 17, 1949 -{:( S TAM P S 
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Hr. Fredorick Walker, 
"Soclrref'oY'd IT v 

1S R:'chnoncl Pn.:"k Ave., 
30urnoMonth, lmglnnd. 

DeHr Hr . Walker: 

April 13, 1950. 

~hl.u:ks vory nu.e 1 for youP kind note of the 
231.~d of Unrch las i;, the contents of w1hich Wf::("e quite 
a :3urprisc. 

~ny I as;,\U'o your EOdJ.'d, and YOll per's or1ully, 
that I deeply appreciate thin honor and RincGl'eJy x'e
gret thl1.t due to ill h,;alth, I v;~ll be unable to 
jOUl'IlCY to l~llelund next Ionth, to a ttend the ConGress, 
or the London Exh1b1 t ion. 

I:I: phys 1cnll~; able I ',;~_J.J. !llukG every of'f'rJrt 
to be pj1 cnent at tho T0i'onto CentC11fll>y in SoptOrIDOP, 1851. 

Vlith my kindost reen"ds -

Cord.ially your s, 

• 
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Roll of Distinguished Philatelists Elected 1950 
R. W. T. Lees-Jones (Great Britain). Outstanding 

stud y and research on the stamps of Canada 
in collaboration with Alfred Lichtenstein and 
Senator Calde r. Results published regularly in 
the "London Philatelist" and in Canada. Parers 
and exhibits in London, Manchester, Scotland. 

H. W. Bessemer (Great Britain). Outstandmg study 
and research on the stamps of France. Award
ed the Tilleard Medal. Published many 
articles on the T ete-Beche Sower type and 
Bordeaux issues of France in the "London 
Philatelist". Displays at Exhibitions and to 
many Societies. 

Walter H. C. Bromfield (Western Australia). 
President for 21 years of the Philatelic Society 
of Western Australia. Intensive research and 
many articles published on the stamps of 
Western Australia. Five Gold Medals and 
other Awards for Exhibitions. Member of 
Jury at all Australian Philatelic Exhibitions 
since 1932, and Special Representative in 
Western Australia of the Royal Philatelic 
Society, London. 

J. Schmidt-Andersen (Denmark). The Father of 
Danish Philately. Great research student and 
writer of articles on the stamps of Denmark. 
Has completed and published the plating of all 
four plates of Denmark NO.1, the 4 Rb's. H as 
published many interesting studies of the types 
and dies of the modern Danish recess-printed 
stamps. 

Ibrahim Chaftar Bey (Egypt). President of the 
Club Philatel ique d 'Egypte. Extensive re
search into the first and th ird issues of Egyptian 
stamps. Is re-writing Zeheri's Catalogue; of 
Stamps of Egypt. Juror at New York 1947, 
Basle 1948, and London 1950 Exhib itions. 

Pierre Morel d' Arleux (France). Honorary Secretary 
of the Academie de Philatelie, Chief OrganiseI' 
of Ci'ex (Paris) Exhibition, and a Juror. Pub
lished many serious studies of the stamps of 
France. Took a leading part in the creation 
of the Musec: Postal of Paris, and is a Founder 
and Honorary Secretary of the Societe des 
Amis du Musee Postal . 

Stanley B. Ashbrook (U.S.A.). Considered in 
America to be the greatest student that Phila
tely has produced. His books on the early 
U.S.A. stamps are classics. His articles are 
voluminous, and have immensely raised the 
standard of U .S.A. Philately. H as received 
the Luff A ward and the Crawford Medal. A 
Leader in Exhibition Organization. 

Lester G. Brookman (U.S.A.). Editor for many 
years of the "American Philatelist". An out
standing writer a nd publisher of books on the 
19th Century issues of U.S.A. stamps. Ha3 
done much work in Exhibition Organization, 
and served on innumerable jUl'ies. 



May 6th, 1950. THE STAMP COLLECTORS' FORTNIG 

These 
JOHN HALL BARRON 
G. H. BOUCHER 
K. M. ALEXANDER 
L. T. ROSE-HUTCHINSON 

P. 

The hallmarks of some of 
we were privileg ed to 

After the show many co llectors who have spent 
exhibit to perfection may fi nd there is litf',e 

Our advice to you is to 

Sell Your Exhibition 

At The Specialised 
\Ve are now reserving suitab le dates in our 
Programme for the sale of such properties , an i 
advantage of our I nternational Auction Servi 
as soo n as possible the type of property you 
to you. We shall be pleased to meet you at 
d iscuss final details. 

Our Auction Servi':e is operated in London , 
Philade lphia. regular sa les b e ing hel d at each bra 
in Melbourne and in Bo mba y. Thus we ensure 
market in the world is secured for all good cia 
and postal historical material. Whatever your 
may be confident we will secure for you 

The Best Nett 

~ 
LONDON 

II\ITERNATlONAl 
STAMP EXHIBITION 
MAY (;'1' TO 13 " 195D 
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turn to Russia. for in cerebrating the quarter century 
of Soviet stamps in 1946. she issued three large 
designs. one reproducing the 40 roubles of 1921 
("New Russia Triumphant") one featuring some 
eight or nine Soviet stamps and the fmal value 
picturing nearly a score of recognisable items! 

Final item in this section brings us to Switzerland. 
who did not permit her own centenary to pass with
out notice. the philatelically-minded state produc
ing much of the designs of Zurich I and 2 in her 
1943 stamp. 

The foregoing are stamps connected with postal 
history. but now we turn to a select inner group; 
that concerned with philately itself. Here. as may 
be expected. the principal reason for the issue has 
been a Philatelic Exhibition of some sort. 

An example is the WIP A sheet of Austria. the 
costly item of 1933 issued in connection with the 
International Philatelic Exhibition at Vienna. in 
that year. An unusual feature of the sheet was the 
fact that part represented postage. part was a charity 
tax. and the largest portion represented the admis
sion fee to the Exhibition. Fortunately. the single 
stamp issued at the same time is not so expensive. 

Other miniature sheets featuring stamps have 
been issued by numerous countries. Argentine 
produced one for the 1935 Buenos Ayres Philatelic 
Exhibition. which reproduced four imperforate 
copies of the San Martin 10C. and followed this in 
1940 by a sheet for the Cordoba Philatelic Exhibi
tion, which reproduced the first stamps at Buenos 
Ayres. Cordova. Corrientes, the Argentine Confed
eration and the Republic-five in all! 

The "Double" Geneva was commemorated by an 
adapted design on a miniature sheet in 1943 and 
Switzerland did the same in 1945 for the Basle 
"Dove". 

The United States supplies us with splendid re
productions of her first two stamps on the CIPEX 
miniature sheet. sheets which. unlike most others. 
have been largely used for postal purposes. and in 
1931 Uruguay issued four miniature sheets, each 
with four copies of the same first issue. These 
were on sale during the Montevideo Philatelic 
Exhibition. 

A recent series of three stamps of Anglo publicise 
the first Philatelic Exhibition ever to be held there, 
the design common to all values being a faithful 
reproduction of the well-known "Crown" type de
sign of the 1870 period. 

Boliva issued attractive stamps for the First 
School Philatelic Exposition in 1942, the seven 
values reproducing Boliva No. I and the 1941 air 
stamp. 

Away in China, philatelic exhibitions were held 
at Nanking and Shanghai in 1948. and to commem
orate them identical stamps were issued. printed in 
carmine-rose for Nanking and in green for 
Shanghai. They are found perforated and imper
forate, the large design featuring the Dr. Sun Yat
sen stamp of 1912 and the Mail Transportation item 
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On to Congress 
As is our usual practise, we publish the Congress 

programme for the convenience of our readers. By ali 
reports delegates are going to have a very happy 
time and many new friendshIps Wlll be made ... , 

From the business point of view there are five 
resolutions, representing everything from sense to 
nonsense. Perhaps the soundest being the Man
chester suggestion that a Phllateli~ Bureau should be 
established by our postal authOrItIes, but unless thIs 
Bureau is to handle all Empire issues we cannot see 
it being very successful. 

Many very attractive outings have been arranged 
for delegates, perhaps the most unusual one being 
the visit to Lady Hart Dyke's Silk Farm, which has 
been flourishing for nearly twenty years. 

Every year the Study Circles become more and 
more important, and it is interestmg to note that 
most of those this time are concerned with Empire 
issues. The Editor looks forward to renewing many 
friendships at Tunbridge Wells, and to making 
many new ones. 

32nd PHILATELIC CONGRESS PROGRAMME. 
Tuesday. May 16th: 

2 p.m. Motor Coach tour to Knole. 
3 p.m. Study Circles (if demanded). 
8 p.m. Reception by the Mayor and Mayoress. 

Wednesday. May 17th: 
10 a.m. First Business Session. 
I I a.m. Paper: "Lawful Prize-or was it?" 

Dr. Gordon Ward. 
12.15 p.m. Official Photograph. 

2 p.m. Motor Coach tours to Lullingstone and 
Penshurst. 

8 p.m. Study Circles: Gt. Britain (Rev. P. 
H. Turnbull); Canada (G. R. C. 
Searles); Postal History 0. K. Side
bottom, O.B.E.); China, East Asia 
(J. O. Davis); Australia, New Zealand 
(A. J. Mitchell); India Oal Cooper). 

Thursday. May 18th: 
10 a.m. Second Business Session. 

10. I 5 a.m. Paper: "The Charm of the Classics." 
Rev. P. H. Turnbull, B.A. 

11.15 p.m. Paper: "What is Wrong with Con
gress?" R. K. Wortley, F.R.P.S.L. 

2 p.m. Motor Coach tours to Hever Castle 
and Bodiam Castle. 

8 p.m. Study Circles: Gt. Britain 0. W. 
Brewer); Canada (N. M. Clougher); 
Gambia (R. E. R. Dalwick); Postal 
History (H. F. R. Miller); Brit. West 
Indies (Major A. E. Hopkins, M.c.). 

Friday. May 19th: 
10 a.m. Third Business Session. 
3 p.m. Fourth Business Session in the Council 

Chamber. Ceremony of the Signing 
of the Roll of Distinguished Philatelists. 

7. 15 p.m. Banquet, Carbaret and Ball at the Spa 
Hotel. 
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COMMEMORATIVE STAMP 
, PROGRAM FOR THE 

REMAINDER OF 1950 
Honoring Railroad Engineers of 

America. April 29, F.D. at Jack. 
son. Tenn. 

Gateway to the West-Midwest 
Centenary. June 3. F.D. at Kansas 
City. Mo. 

Commemorating the Executive 
Branch of the Government (Wash. 
ington Sesquicentennial Celebra. 
tion). June 12. F.D. at Washing. 
ton. D. C. 

Boy Scouts of America. June 30. 
F.D. at Valley Forge. Pa. 

Indiana Territory Sesquicentennial. 
July 4. F.D. at Vincennes. Ind. 

Commemorating the Judicial Branch 
of the Government (Washington 
Sesquicentennial Celebration). 
Aug. 2. F.D. at Washington. D. C. 

California Statehood. Sept. 9. F.D. 
at Sacramento. Calif. 

Commemorating the Legislative 
Branch of the Government (Wash. 
ington Sesquicentennial Celebra. 
tion)' Nov. 22. F.D. at Washing. 
ton. D. C. 

Already issued this year: 
Jan. 3-3c 75th Anniversary American 

Bankers Association, Saratoga Springs. 
N. Y. 

Jan. 27-3c Samuel Gompers Commem .• 
Washington, D. C. 

April 20-Statue of Freedom (Washing-
ton Sesquicentennial Celebration) 
Washington, D. C. 

Number oJ stamp" in sheet depends 0" shapp 
of design, so number cannot be de/ermined 
until P.O.D. announces size 0/ stamp. Tltell 
figure that oblong Or vertical sizes come 50 
to sheet; the Famous American.~ sizes. 70 10 

sheet; regular issues. like Prf'sidt>nliais. 100 
to' ,heet. 

Ashbrook and Brookman 
Elected to Roll of 
Distinguis hed Philatelists 
For 19'50 

O NE of the greatest honors 
. a philatelic student and 

writer can receive is to be 
elected to the Roll of Distinguished 
Philatelists, which is conducted 
under the auspices of the Pllilatelic 
Congress of Great Britain, and 
America is honored in hadng two'" 
of its students-Stanle.11 B. Ash
brook, and Lester G. Brookman
elected to the Roll for 1950. 

Both gentlemen need no introduc
tion to our readers, for they have 

STAMPS APRIL 29,1950 

c 
C~H1H"le'1ts 

done outstanding work in the field of 
philately, having both already re
ceived the Crawford Medal. Stanle.\· 
Ashbrook's two-volume set on The 
United States One Cent Stamp 0/ 
1851-57 is a classic, as is a lso hi s 
United States Ten Cent Stamp of 
1851-.57. These books are "musts" 
with all specialists of these issues. 
His articles are voluminous, and 
have immensely raised the standard 
Qf philately. 

Lester G. Brookmall was for some 
years Editor of the American Phil
;~telist, and issued several llandhooks 
under the auspices of the A rneTica /I 
Philatelic Society . His most recellt 
contributioll to philately is his two
volume set on The 19th ('el/fnr.11 
Postage Stamps ~r the ['lIited 
States, which is generally reeognil!lcd 
as the lead ing publication ill this 
field. 

In all, eight pc rsons were added 
to the Roll of ]>istinguished Phila
telists for 1950. and besides Mr. 
Ashbrook and Mr. Rrookman there 
were the following: 

ll. Tr'. '1'. Lees-Jol/ es of Great 
Britain. for his study and research 
e ll the stamps of Ca l; ada, in collab
oration with Alfl·eel Lichtenstein 
and SenatOl· Calder. 

ll. Tr'. Bessemer of Great Bri
tain. for JJis study and research 0 11 

tlIe stamps of France. Mr. Besse
mer is also the recipient of thc Til 
/,'ard Medal. 

WaIt eI'll. C. Bromfield of Wes
tern Australia, for intenSive re
sea rch 011 the stamps of Western 
Australia. For twenty-one years 
Mr. Bromfield was President of the 
Philatelic Sociei.11 of Western A us
t ralia. 

Photo shows Postmaster Albert Goldman, at left, congratulating Peter J. McEntee, Asst. 
General Supt. of Finance, on his unanimous election as President of the New York Post Office 
Supervisors Association. Mr. McEntee will be remembered by philatelists for his efficient 
handling of postal facilities at Cipex and the 1949 ASDA Show at the Armory in N. Y. City. 
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"Bon Voyage" dinner tendered to members of the Collectors Club of New York, who 
were going overseas to attend the London I nternational Philatelic Exhibition. 

- Dinner at "Victors" restaurant, I East 35th Street, on Wednesday, April 5, 1950, at 
which time Jacob S. Glaser, a Governor of the Collectors Club, was presented by Richard 
S. Bohn, President of the Club, with an official certificate designating him as the Club's 
representative to the London International Philatelic Exhibition. Mr. Glaser was also pre
sented with a gold embossed passport case by John J. Britt, Vice-president of the Club. 

Guests, seated from left to right: Elliott Perry, Walter R_ McCoy, Chas. A. Lott, Mrs. 
Jacob S. Glaser, Jacob S. Glaser, Mrs. Walter R. McCoy, John H. Hall, Winthrop S. Boggs, 
and Mrs. Florence artale Brown. 

Standing, left to right: Chester A. Smeltzer, Dr. Clarence W. Brazer, Julian Gros, Albert 
Higgins, John J. Britt, Harrison D. S. Haverbeck, Richard S. Bohn, Joseph Martin, Phil 
Robbins, and George B. Wray. 

Those going over to London are: Mr. and Mrs. Gla~er, Mr. and Mrs. McCoy, John H. 
Hall, and Winthrop S. Boggs. Mrs. Louise B. Dale, the American Commissioner to the 
London Show, was absent because of a bad cold. 

IF YOU ~ISS SOME OF THESE, NOW IS THE TIME TO BUY! . 
UNITED STATES - 20TH CENTURY - UNITED STATES 

E£ONOMIST STAMP £0 .. ., IN£. 
87 NASSAU STREET NEW YORK 7, N. Y. 
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J. Schmidt-Andersen of Denmark, 
who is known as "The Father of 
Danish Philately," for his research 
work and articles on the stamps of 
Denmark. 

Ibrahim Chaftar Be.fI of Egypt, 
who is President of the Club Phil
atelique of Egypte, for his extensive 
research into the first and third 
issues of Egyptian stamps. 

Pierre Morel d'Arleux of France, 
for his serious studies of the stamps 
of France. Mr. d'Arleux is Honor
ary Secretary of the Academie de 
Philatelie of Franc£'. 

National Federation of Stamp 
Clubs, Bulletin No. 8~ 

RECENTL Y one of the large 
sponsored programs on radio 

boasted that in the first five years of 
their broadcasting they had received 
125 .. 000 fan letters. The NBC 
Stamp Club, sponsored by the N a
tional Federation of Stamp Clubs, 
which was on the local New York 
WNBC station since CIPEX 1947, 
was put on a national hook-up about 
five or six months ago; in those few 
months it has already received more 
than 125,000 fan letters. This is re
ported in the N.F.S.C. Bulletin re
leased on April 11 tho 

Announcement is made there also 
of the fact that the Association for 
Stamp Exhibitions, Inc. Handbook 
on holding club exhibitions is now 
in the hands of the printers, and is 
expected to be ready early in the 
fall. It is to be supplemented by a 
pamphlet on judging shows. 

A philatelic week-end has been 
called at the Hotel Traymore, At
lantic City, N. J., April 21-28, when 
member clubs of the N.F.S.C. will 
convene. 

The Bulletin reports that a stamp 
to commemorate the 150th anniver
sary of Indiana Territory received 
a favorable vote on the poll taken 
of member clubs, 82 per cent being 
in favor. The stamp had been ap
proved meanwhile by the Post Office 
Department anyway. 

The Dayton Philatelic Society 
has agreed to make available to 
member clubs the film which was 
made by them of the flight to Kitty 
Hawk for the first dav sale of the 
Kitty Hawk stamp. . • 

All clubs in the area are urged 
in the bulletin to partidpate in the 
Tenth Annual Convention of the 
Tri-State Federation, compTlsmg 
Indiana, Illinois, and Kentucky. The 
convention is to be held September 
29, 30, and October I, 1950 at the 
Vendome Hotel. Evansville. Ind. 

-H. L. LINDQUIST 

April 29, 1950 -!.7 S TAM P S 



TRUSTEES 

THE PHILATELIC FOUNDATION 
22 EAST 35TH STREET 

NEW YORK 16, N. Y. 
~It'"AARRIS JCHjN H Hf'JL.L. 

MURRAY HILL 3·5667 CHAIRMAN 

• THEODORE E. STEINWAY 
TREASURER 

OBERL I GR 4WeAIt~, JI . 

HUGH M. CLARK , 
SECRETARY 

MRS. JOHN D. DALE 

• I . J r-. ~ I{ WINTHROP S. BOGGS. DIRECTOR 

tir;Utj"" 'u-OD J I~ D 

April 1, 1950. 

Mr. Star2ey B. Ashbrook, 
33 N. Ft. Thomas Avenue, 
Ft. Thomas, Ky. 

Dear stan: 

Yours of March 28th. 

I am truly sorry that I could not do 
bett.er for you, bu.t the Trustees were adamant about 
our records. • ______ -

Congratulations on your elevation to 
the Roll of Distinguished Philatelists. 

It took Harry Lindquist and me two years 
to convince our English Cousins that Ashbrook and 
Brookman were two very important names over herel 

Always yours, 

TES:BC. 

TRUSTEES 

GEORGE R. M. EWING 

SOL GLASS 

MALCOLM JOHNSON 

HARRY L. LINDQUIST 

SAUL NEWBURY 

A. H. WILHELM 
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H L. INOQUIST 
FlJEl.lf:ATIOI'I§ 
2 WEST 46th STREET, NEW YORK 19, N . Y. 

kr. Stanley B. Ashbrook 
33 N. t. Thomas Avenue 
Ft. Ttomas, Kentucky 

Dear Stan: 

March 28, 1950 

Congratulations! Just got the advance notice, which 
you will also have received, that you have been elected to the 
Roll of Distinguished Philatelists, together with Lester G. 
Brookman. 

Theodore SteinHa,)' and myself put up quite a battle for this. 
!lax Johl '\las also nominated, but failed to be elected by a snall 
vote, but they assure me he will probably be elected next year . 

This is a very desirable honor, and to my mind one of the great
est any writer can receive. If you could go to England you 
could sign the Roll on Friday, May 19, but this is really un
necessary for the Roll will probably be broupht to Toronto 
at the Centenary Exhibition in September, 1951, at which time 
you ca~ sign equally well. 

'nth best wishes, I am 

Sincerely yours, 

-:f~ 
HLL/G 

." 

Phone: LUxemburg 2·0190 Cable Address: LlNDPUBS 



R. J. MECHIN 

20 EAST 84TH STREET 

NEW YORK 28. N. Y. 

April 25, 1950 

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook 
33 North Fort Thomas Avenue 
Fort Thomas, Kentucky 

Dear Stan: 

I was delighted to see that 

you have been elected to the "Roll of 

Distinguished Philatelists". I can't 

imagine it happening to a nicer fellow or 

a better choice being made. 

Are you going to England for 

the "signing"? If ypu are, be sure to give 

me a cheer on your way through New York. 

\'lith best regards, and hoping to 

see you, I am 



DR. J. E. CRADDOCK DR. CHARLES ROSER 

LOUISVILLE EYE, EAR, NOSE and THROAT CLINIC 
629 SOUTH FIRST STREET 

LOU I S V IL L E 2, KEN T U C K Y 



Dr. ChaR. L. RORer , 
629 South 1st st ., 

Loulsvl11 2, Ky. 

Doar Doctor: 

July 15, 1950. 

Thunks very !IlUch ror yours of tho 13th '):11th check 
f or the 5~! 1847 cover. It h d ~l1ppod my mind that you 
obtained the same varioty in n lOp fro mo. The two vill 

ke a nice Lair . 

Rogn.rdinr; tho t 'lO covers thA.t yo t enclosed. In.ny 
opin10n the AID on tho Baltimore cover is definitely fraudulent. 
Umler my lru:up tne bluo ink ia d1fferent from thnt of the post
mark. Part of the 11])11 is over the stamp Rnd inasI'lUch as the 
stamp 1s solf'-evidence of postage payment , such an ud(ed arking 
at tho post o .. fice would not havo been at 0.11 neCOBSo.ry, es
pecially in vie of the fact that postago sta ps had been in 
uso for a decnde. I am return! e tho cover herewith. One wonders 
why sor .. o people do such things. 

Rogar<ling tho other cover. This doos look like n H.R. 
marking and it soe s to be "Lex1l"t..pton & COVinBton R.H." I have 
no record of such. The old KenttlCW Cenb .... al R. H. had nail 
Contrnct f or a m her of yoars 1n the e1ghteen fifties and it 
aoems possiblo thnt one of t he ail clel"ks might havo used a 
stnrnpe::- ronding, "Loxington & Covi ston H.R. It - 1:1ch monnt. 
"Lex gton c. Cov:lngton Rnil Routo" . I 1 tnltin(! the liberty of 
holding the cover i 1 order to 'rite Arthur "nll rognrdine it. 
He is one of our foro ost students of raill"ond markings" and if 
he mnts to 600 it I "ill send it to hi:. I tru.'3t you hnve no 
object.ton. 

With rogardB -

, 
'" 

COl"dittlly yours, 



.. , 

July 15, 1 50 • 

. r. 

, 



.. 
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Mr. Arthur G. !fall, 
533 Boulevard, 

Westfield, N.J. 

Dear Mr. Mall: 

STANLEY B.ASHBROOK 
A.P.5.2497 

33 N . FT. THOMAS AVE. 

FT. THOMAS. KY. 

July 15, 1950. 

me a cover (3t 1853 stamped envelope) which appears 
have a R. R. marking which reads, 

"L-::JCIUGTON & COVINGTON R.R. " 

I never saw a similar item and Chase does 
such a marking. 

The old Kentucky Central R.R. ran between Covington 
and Lexington and I suppose one of the mail clerks might 
have used a stamper with the above wording. The cover is 
addressed to Danville, Ky. (Into Lexington by rail, thence to 
Danville, S.W. of Lexington by coach). 

I am wondering if you have any record of such a 
marking? If not, I will be pleased to loan the cover to you. 

Stamped addressed envelope herewith. , /) 

S1ncerel~ yours, d' 

u~~ 



1" . u·thur G. nall, 
53;" 'BoulAvnY'd; 

, cstt1eldg n uT. 

Dcar '1' . Hall: 

) 

Hel"o 1a t~ L 0:'; __ 853 onvelope l1:·~ t 1 th' ..... n.r .inr, 
that I holieve in l'wxinr,ton (, Cov;tneton R. fi. fI I rr.,ad.e 
u pilot onraph, n~ll.i Iral size, thl'U Ii pod £' creon nncl it 
is barely posoi'ble the photo \ ill ... 10 :. the .o.rkinBs to 
he-.;tor adva.ntne;o tbnn 1;h co"m." ltsolf. I \fill fond you 
a print later. 

I do ~1 t U~dOl"f tnn(l wlu t you l"ofel')l"od to -

1Ir:,.'here is a i'm,to o'lt of. it :tn the 1st 
quarter 1851 pamphlet of this year. II 

~ill you pleaso be nore Qxplicit . 

Cordially yours, 



· . 

r . Chas . I . Remelu, 
14 ~st Carrillo St . It 

Santn Barbara, CnJ.if' . 

Dear Chfl!'lie: 

July 20, 10[,0 . 

Pleas(~ note copy of lotter to I a,lJ. . In J"eply :~G rc
qUGstod a look at tho co~er and stated, ~lotg: 

"I have nov r see. it nysolf' . The:~o in n 
frag1:lent of 5. t in tho Int qnartl}Y' IB51 
p:-. :!?hlf-;t of. f1hifJ year. If 

I T'fl lly do not l~ J.OW what he . ~n.nt by 1 ho frac; .(;nt, 
etc . Do Y)11. co ~orDon<l t ith ,G,1).? 

I r.:'l(io a p'1oto 01' tho t n:;-::ine (um \1111 f'cnd yo 1 n 
print 1. ""Tf)U woule 111:0 to havo ono. 

Sincerely Y0 u"s , 

Lator 

It jUflt occurred to r-c tll<l.t he roferl"od to the 
Chronicle and I i'j.nd rl~t 8110ss correct . In the Chmm:tcl .10. r;, 
page (3 - 1 note nent10n of "Covinstonll on ~L off cover 3tru:'lP -
an __ lluptrntion (lIo . 9) ie eiven. 

s . 
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.Dl.... CarrolJ. Chase . 
R. r . D. 1, 

I'"ilf.or-c. , .:.1. 

De. r Doc: 

}ha~. ~D :for "ours rc - to' • ' . 1. !ri."'lg. ! will send Y011 
a photo-prmt l~lt()l'· . !"tImr .. all l"G .1.losted n look at the -i;a:..'l'" 
I ~ . u.k ho uereon tll'if. ~ ,:;tl.CSf" is cOl"~lect . 

:,0 t 
at prese.t - 0 
very ic1 day. 
roo.J. 10 d Greos 

Later 

l •..• -'Onr • 
w 10r .. -ith
or olso 

is _.ot n in ~·OUl' soct ',0 .. Joth~u1. ... but rnin hn e 
had 1. bnu clee, ~cal stor: last n.iel.!t - af tor a. 

J'.1 air condit ... o.l ,.n 1 . _~-m vc!". I can ~eo) w 
un(or the 'Al.taid tOll I f-ti.,'ll'·O . 

Your. te •• 

I not(\ th 3j'! 10f)1 off ClOVe"'" .. 1'0'1 • ''1ntj oned 1s . if"ted ... n 
(. 7 - (Y\" .... t).e n.;:: is J Iblif hed. hall 

n.. such H ~:,n!lldn6. 
the II G l!'on1~le' 
stnt ,d }~(' 14El r v 



< • 

-- T. __ ... 

OSER, 1 I 
ST <;TI\.El- J 

KE. Il' ~ 

... 
\ 
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, 'rr . mracy W. 31m non, 
66 lvarado Ro(d. 

Bcr~eloy 5, Calif. 

Doar Tracy: 

July 20 , 1950. 

I ote ar f'ollo"m £'l'lO. a Inttor ju.,t receiv .. <1 f:('oo 
Gordon IIarl'lt!': 

lI~h nk:" for :rour 1 ,'~ter of' Jul:- 13. 
I Ttll certn~.nly very ~( riol'sly consider tho 
rovision of tho 3¢' 151-'57 ' .Roues and a1-
thOlgb. I received the Cl~oniclc, I haven ' t 
had til 0 to eO ov;r it . I will do this at 
f n oarly opportunity. II 

{c - "I • • l . rr listi'l,G iH Chp() lelo No • ." , pp..ce G. On 3" 
J.851 - of'f cover - nt~_eo"1nI;t0E.' - 1so trac~Lne l~o . 9 . Recently 
a friond of 111no do'm :tit J .. o l!svill nent e n 3~ 1053 U . 3 . 
envolop", lith a V01'ly indistinct po tl~k on tho st v . ""0 
figured, and I Rgl'"oedj thnt the m"'kinL ca.d, "Lox1:'lCton ": Cov??" 
and ,:as proba.bly "J.JGxincton 8: C v:tnston i{ . :, . / I ;rotc Arthur 
IlaIl. In reply he statod he hud novor aeon such a nfl.rki~ but 
be cnlled cry nt centlon to Plant :on in tho "Chroniclo tl 

- l"oquosted 
n look. and I sent the cov(}r to ~1111 yesterday. I t Iso ;-rote 
Chase nn(1 110 ntntad e once 0 moe1 n 3)-! J.851 off COV F r - ev~_dontly 
tho 1 to llont ioned 11 tho Chro:"liclo . 

I , 1 advising ne~elo of ""ht above . 

:onld IOU 11':0 to have plloto- pri t o~ tho covor? 

Co~dial.l: .,rours . 

' .. 



J ( 

, . 



• f. 

\ 
July 15, 1950'. 

Dr •. Carroll Chase , 
H. F . n • . 1, 

"11for<l, 

Dom" Do : 

'1 1 enclosing ho 6\:ith copy of a 1 ttOI- to 
Artl~ raIl. Tell l::ine; i circular and tn e 4!len ly pO.()'"11 
striko but it o!:t soc to der litely r d , "LEX iG .. O: : 
COV??? r '1'ho o"m'Jl' hap ... ns to bo quito a Good fv_ond of 

ine and! ,0 Id li~o to en::t 0 oft e 1"1:1' 1 o~'s:_bl0 . 

? lank for :;-ours 0 t:1C 11th. 

I rorBot to antio:L'I'l fop or letter hnt tho r'ulon 
tho . P. s . 1aJ.l of Prune fOl~b1d t 1e dd1t.ton to t e 

n living 1'A· SO:3 . >0' S d _ s111'y to ao but one 
thln3 is a curo bet - anyth1n3 that orgnn_zntiO!> O".Ild do uould 
bo f3111y . Ho' ove , I do tlli1 .k th t t pl")e. ont re~:.dent is t 0 
bopt t oy va had in rOcclt y nrs . 

c in 

Ho doubt y 1 bnv beon sno cd 'lmfto ~ 1th \ ork sL .. co 
YOUl"a retu .. . 

ith roeards -

Yow's ate ., 

y 



STANLEY B.ASHBROOK 
A.P.5.2497 

33 N . FT. THOMAS AVE. 

FT. THOMAS, KY 

July 19, 1950. 

Here is the 3~ 1853 envelope with the marking 
that I believe is "Lexington &; Covington R.R. ft I made 
a photograph, natural size, thru a red screen and it 
is barely possible the photo will show the markings to 
better advantage than the cover itself. I will send you 
a print later. 

I do not understand what you referred 

"There is a fragment of it in the 1st 
quarter 1851 pamphlet of this year." 

Will you please 



I 

I 

Dr . Chas . L. Roser, 
629 South First St . , 

IJollisv:i.lle 2 , Ky. 

Denr DoctOl": 

July 29, 19S0. 

lIorewith :u. ro1 returnIng you.!' !)~ 1853 envelope with 
tho cnncolat:i..on vlhich I feel quitG snre if; the scnroe 

f..l(}xlneton c.: 6ovlngton R. R. 

I learned thRt -r;he 3r, 1851 nont~.oned in the t'Ch1'onic l e :t 

Issue No. 7 fO:r'!J6:r'ly belo~ed to Dr . Carroll Chase and if! nO\'1 in 
the colloct ion of N;/ good friend r.hu.s. \'. Renela of santa 
Ba.rbara, Galif. . I Iroto Remele abou.t h:'l.. copy Hn(l (luote A.S 
follows from a. lotter fron hw daterl ~Tuly 24th laf;!t: 

liThe tracing 0]: the:: "e: Covinr;tonrt marking in Chronicle 
Uo . 7 1s from H mnrkinn; 1 have on a 0$l 1851, off' covor. r'(he 
otnr.'p is from ~~L - late 10[33 ot' 185·1 shade . 1 hElve al\lays felt 
tho fuJ.1 r.1uj."k1ng r:l1l8t be Lo;(~.n.:;ton t: Co,,;t .[l;ton H. R. - for these 
reasons: 

A '1n111'o8.: postnl l"'oute botwoen thE) two (~1ti ,fl \:n.s 
established between Octobe~'" '53 ~md Sept . f 54. The l~nilronu \:o.~ 
or1g"nnlly chn1'ter d rareh 1, J.84f>, as tl:e Lie1~in!T & Le:·::inr;ton 
H. R. Feb . 2'1 , 184~ , the nfl .. (~ WUD cl'..tUlGod to Cov:lneton &; Lex ;~t on 
R. n . By .Tanuary, lB56, or' curlier, it r:as alno knmrn fiE' the 
Greut Centr'al Kontuck;., i'irnt Di rinion. but :L can't f.:i.r .. ~ ~-!.ny 
rocord of an actual change of ntU-.l.e . ~".e Appleton (rUi{ e for Dec . 
1859 , lists t HS tho La :in[~toYJ 0; CO'Tinc;ton 01.' K ntucky Cant,ral 
Railway. HoW the name got revorso(l 1 t·oulari'tt know1 - but that 
frequently h."l.ppc-ned of coU!'oe. 'j!ho J"'of1.d ':fin oventualJ:y J.·eOi"g8.n~.7.ed 
us the Kontuch""Y Contrul. It had. b en extcndcn to nicho? asviJ.le 
by 1859, as. had alGo the post.al rou"o. 

As f.ur as the ru..rk:i..!lC ,'ns concorrwd. it no doubt \UW it 

handstn!'1p s!. ply indicati!!G the t.o!'.1no.18 of the routo, rather 
than tho nan 01' the road. 

I shoulc. .. l~.ka very much iJldeed to hf've a pho-G0Br.>aDh of 
the cov<)r. II 

Incidontally, Ro~ele is a neW-COller in tho f.ield of 
railroad mn.rkin~s but h0 is devoloping into quito 0. conpetent 
student . 



Dr . Chas . r ... . Roser, July 29, 19. • 

W1th raBul'ds find t gain thnnlcs for calling this COVG1" 
co my attention, I a J 

Cordially yours , 



f' 
~ ~ I 
U. s. Notes a 

Bv PHILIP H. 

It is with great pleasure that we learn 
that the Secretary of the British Dis
tinguished Role Committee has juSt an
nounced that Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook 
has been elected to membership and has 
been invited to be in attendance in 
England in May to sign the Role. We 
know of no one more entitled to this 
great honor for Stan is one of the real
ly great students of our early issues and 
along with Dr. Chase has done OUt
standing work in behalf of the philate
list. It will be remembered that the 
First Luff Award of the American 
Philatelic Society went to Mr. Ashbrook 
and, of course, he has received the 
Crawford Gold Medal from abroad. 
There are few, if any, students of our 
early issues who have received these 
three great honors. 



Stamp 
, 
5 

Wyon and the stamps were printed at 
Somerset House. This curious method 
of printing adhesive postage stamps was 
only in use for seven years. It is only 
oUI postal stationery that today bears 
the embossed head of the Monarch on 
the stamp. 

Perforations First Introduced In 
England 

1850 was the first year in which 
stamps were successfully perforated. the 
initial experiment being made by Henry 
Archer in the early part of that year. 
A stamp with his experirru::ntal perfora
tion used on a letter in 1850 will be 
displayed. The matJ.ufacture of the 
necessary machinery and the conclusion 
of his experiments delayed the general 
use of perforations on British postage 



U. S. Notes a 
Bv PHll..IP H 

It is with great pleasure that we learn 
that the Secretary of the British Dis
tinguished Role Committee has JUSt an
nounced that Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook 
has been elecced to membership and has 
been invited to be in attendance in 
England in May to sign the Role. We 
know of no one more entitled to this 
great honor for Stan is one of the real
ly great students of our early issues and 
along with Dr. Chase has done out
standing work in behalf of the philate
list. It will be remembered that the 
First Luff Award of the American 
Philatelic Society went to Mr. Ashbrook 
and, of course, he has received the 
Crawford Gold Medal from abroad. 
There are few, if any, students of our 
early issues who have received these 
three great honors. 
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yon and the stamps were printed at 
omerset House. This curious method 
f printing adhesive postage stamps was 
nly in use for seven years. It is only 
ur postal stationery that today bears 
he embossed head of the Monarch on 
he stamp. 

Perforations First Introduced In 
England 

1850 was the first year in which 
amps were successfully perforated, the 
·tial experiment being made by Henry 
cher in the early part of that year. 
stamp with his experimental perfora

on used on a: letter in 1850 will be 
isplayed. The manufacture of the 
ecessary machinery and the conclusion 
f his experiments delayed the general 
se of perforations on British postag>e 
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C Brookman. Ashhrook 
to Honored By British 
Ie 

r,ll Elected to the roll of Distin
p.t, guished Philatelists, conducted 
io under the auspices of the Phila-

telic Congress of Great Britain, 
Ion are two prominent United States 

collectors, Lester G. Brookman of 
bn, Minneapolis, Minn. and Stanley 

B. Ashbrook of Fort Thomas, Ky. 
on Both gentlemen need no intro

duction for they have done out
Ion standing work in the field of phi-

lately, having both already reo 
1- ceived the Crawford Medal. Stan
~d ley Ashbrook's two-volume set 
r- on "The United States One Cent 

Stamp of 1851-57" is a classic, as 
a is also his "United States Ten 
b, Cent Stamp of 1851-57." These 

books are "must" with all special. 
ists of these issues. His articles 
are voluminous, and have im- E 

mensely raised the standard of l 
philately. 

Lester G. Brookman was for' I 
some years Editor of the Ameri. 

" can Philatelist, and issued several 
'" handbooks under the auspices of 
~ the American Philatelic Society. 

His most recent contribution to 
f philately is his two-volume set 
, on' "The 19th Century Postage 

S tam p s of the United States," 
- which is generally recognized as 
- the leading publication in this 

field. . 
In all eight persons were add

e ed to the Roll of Distinguished 
~- Philatelists for 1950, and besides 
~t Mr. Ashbrook and Mr. Brookman 
1- there were the following: 

d 

a R. W. T. Lees-Jones of Great 
'4 Britain, for his study and research 

on the stamps of Canada, in coI
- Iaboration with Alfred Lichten-

stein and Senator Calder. 
11 H. W. Bessemer of Great Bri
~- tain, for his study and research on 
pf the stamps of France. Mr. Besse
l- mer is also the recipient of the 
Ia. Tilleard Medal. 
i= Walter H. C. Bromfield of West
e ern Australia, for intensive re-

search on the stamps of Western 
1- Australia. For twenty-one years 
~ Mr. Bromfield was President of 
.... _ the Philatelic Society of Western 
fl · Australia. 

J. Schmidt-Andersen of Den
e- mark, who is known as "The Fa
in ther of Danish Philately," for his 
~e research work and articles on the 

stamps of Denmark. . 
Ibrahim Chaftar Bey of Egypt, 

~ who is President of the Club Phi- I 
latelique of Egypte, for his ex
tensive research into the first and 
third issues of Egyptian stamps. 

ie Pierre Morel d'Arleux of France, 
~! for his serious stUdies of the 
"e stamps of France. Mr. d'Arleux 
at I is Honorary Secretary of the Aca-

demie de Philatelie of France. 
i-

k, Testimonial Dinner 



distances from Spain are 
in the rate above. 

A second sheet with a face value 
of 2.15pts., sold at post offices for 
2.40Pts. is for messages to Indo.
China, Burma, Siam and South 
American countries not members 
of the Spanish-American group of 
nations (British, Dutch and 
French Guiana). 

A third sheet with a face value 
of 2,75Pts. and sold for 3Pts. is for 
the maximum distances from 
Spain. Included in the rate are 
China, Indonesia, and the Aus
tralian mainland and territories. 

According to Carlos F. Lenze, 
Barquillo 29. Madrid Spain who 

• • • • • • • • • .,. .. , * AIRMAIL *. 
SPECIALS 

All Mint. Compleie. Ve..,. FIne • 
ALBANIA C15-2l ............ $10.90 
ALBANIA C36-42 ............ 7.75 
AUSTRIA Cl-3 ........ •••••• 1.75 
AUSTRIA C4-11 ............. 2.95 
AUSTRIA C32-48 ............ 5.50 
BELGIUM 251-53 ............ 2.40 
BULGARIA Cl-4 .... •••• •••• 1.75 
BULGARIA C5-11 ...... ••••• 2.70 
CONGO C7-15 .......... •••• 3 .• 0 
COSTA RICA C94-l02 ........ 27.50 
CURACAO Cl-3 .............. 15.90 
CZECHOSLOVAKIA C7-9 •••• 1.90 
DANZIG Cl-3 ............... .45 
DANZIG C26-30 ............. 3.90 
DUTCH INDIES C6-l0 •• •••• 3.35 
FINLAND Cl ................ 8.50 
PRANCE C16-l7 ..... ........ 4.50 
FR. MOROCCO Cl-ll ........ 8.50 

... ~~ar'i~s~c;,~ Ci!~13 N';';.if· y';!: 
WANT-LISTS Will Be Appreelatecl. * References, Please 

... 503 F~!tRAv~!A~.P}~;, N. Y.A~ 

... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 
The ONLY Air Mail Catalogue 
Bigger and better than everl 
Covers EVERYTHING in .l'\.1:rn(18IS 

And at a BARGAIN, NEW LOW 
Order It TODAY from 

NKOLAS SANABRIA CO., INC. 



Stanley B. Ashbrook and Lester G. Brook· 
man Honored-One of the greatest honors a 
philatelic student and writer can receive is 
to be elected to the Roll of Distinguished 
Philatelists, which is conducted under the 
auspices of the Philatelic Congress of Great 
Britain, and the United States is honored in 
having two of its students-Stanley B. Ash
brook, and Lester G. Brookman-elected to 
the Roll for 1950. 

These gentlemen need no introduction for 
they have done outstanding work in the field 
of philately, having both already received the 
Luff Award. Stanley Ashbrook's two-volume 
set on "The United States One Cent Stamp 
of 1851-57" is a classic, as is also his "United 
States Ten Cent Stamp of 1851-57." These 
books are "musts" with all specialists of these 
issues. His articles are voluminous, and have 
immensely raised the standard of philately. 

Lester G. Brookman was for four years 
Acting Editor of the American Philatelist, and 
issued several handbooks under the auspices 
of the American Philatelic Society. His most 
recent contribution to philately is his two
volume set on "The 19th Century Postage 
Stamps of the United States," which is gen
erally recognized as the leading publication 
in this field. A., P, JlInt'.5,j 
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Auction Facilities!! 
We have an outstanding organi

zation for the sale at Public Auc

tion of any philatelic property, 

such as stamps, covers, books, 

autographs, etc. Our commission 

is nominal, and the results of our 

sales demonstrate the high, pre

vailing prices obtainable in the 

present market . I f you have a large 

collection, or single items of merit, 

we should be pleased to place our 

services and organization at your 

disposal. Correspondence is in

vited. 



Two Americans 
To Honor Roll 

Stanley B. Ashbrook, Fort 
Thomas, Ky., and Lester G. 
Brookman, Minneapolis, Minn., 
who have both received the 
Crawford medal of the Royal 
Philatelic Society of London for 
their contributions to philatelic 
literature, have been elected to 
the Roll 'Of Distinguished Philat
elists, sponsored by the Philatelic 
Congress of Grea~ Britain. 

Mr. Ashbrook is particularly 
well known as a specialist in the 
U. S. series of 1851-57 and has 
written several monographs and 
handbooks which are the author
itative literature of the field. 

Mr. Brookman, former editor of 
the American Philatelist, has pro
duced several handbooks and the 
two-volume "19th Century Post
age Stamps of the U. S." which 
won him the Crawford medal. I 

Only eight were elected to the 
Roll of Distinguished Philatelists 
for 1950. Others to whom the 
honor was bestowed are R. W. T. 
Lees-Junes, Great Britain, Who 
has dune outstanding research on 
stamps of British North America; 
H. W. Bessemer, Great Britain, 
for research on stamps of France; 
Walter H. C. Bromfield, Western 
Australia; J. Schmidt-Anderson, 
Denmark, known as the "Father 
of Danish Philately"; Ibrahim 
Chaftar Bey, Egypt, and Pierre 
Morel d'Arleaux, France, who 
has conducted extensive research 
in early French issues. 



Col. O. H. Schrader 
Grand Awards 

W.S.C. 
Ridge, N. J. 

tion of Stamp Clubs; Dr. Walter 
M. Eisen, president of Lithuania 
P. S., and Wilbur R. Haynie, past 
president of the Ogden Hill 
Stamp Club, were the judges. 
Miss Eve A. Lukas was general 
chairman. 

Cleveland Juniors 
Win 'Press' Awards 

Junior exhibitors at the recent 
Diamond Jubilee exhibi1ion of 
the Garfield Perry Stamp Club 
of Cleveland, received awards for 
their efforts, as did the seniors. 
The awards were presented by 
the Cleveland Press, sponsor of 
this section of the jubilee show 
and included: first, a trophy; sec
onds, $10 merchandise certifi
cates; thirds, $5 merchandise cer
tificates; ribbons for honorable 
mentions. The awards: 

CLASS I, 12 years and under: First. 
Sidra Traltz; second. David Parker; Ullrd. 
Jack Torrance; honorable mention: 
Diane Walters. Peter Paul Bergman. 
George Simons. Jr.; Janice Janovla.k; 
J:.mes Allen Stlelr. 

CLASS II, more than 12 years of age, 
but under 16: first. Norman Gaber; seo
ond. Ellen Baesel; third. Bill Howarth; 
honorable mention: Lucille Everett, Joe 
Oberth. Robert Beach. Richard Smith. 
Donald W. Kucera. 

CLASS III: 17 years to 20: First. Louis 
Toth Jr.; second. William A. McGill; third. 
Robert D. MacGowan. Jr.; honorable 
mention: Connie Ann HIldebrandt. 

Three of the major award 



• Correction- -The Luff Medal, 
Not Crawford, Won by 

Brookman and Ashbrook 
IN reporting in our issue of April 29, 

1950 that Lester G. Brookman and 
Stanley B'. Ashbrook had been elected to 
he Roll of Distinguished Philatelists, we ") 

stated that both had already received the 
Crawford Medal. We wish to correct 
this, as it was the Luff Medal we had 
in mind, both of these well-known col
lectors having earlier been awarded the ~ "\ 
latter medal. 

In having been nominated to the Roll 
of Distinguished Philatelists for 1950, 
Mr. Brookman and Mr. Ashbrook have 
added another enviable honor to their 
records. ~ .; 
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UNITED STATES-SOUTH & CENTRAL 
AMERICA-AIRMAILS-BR. COLONIES 

-EUROPE-WHOLESALE 
Catalog free on request. 

cROSs STAMP CO. 



6 ;lJhl ?'lew Q)islinlJuished 

ff}hilalelisls 

j\
the Tunbridge Wells Philatelic Congress 

this year, eight new names of collec · 
tors from ~ix different countries will 
be added to the Roll of Distinguished 

Philatelists. Those honoured are: 
R. W . T. Lees-Jones (Great Britain). Out

standing student of the stamps of Canoda, in 
collaboration with Alfred Lichtenstein and 
Senator Calder. 

H . W . Besse me r (Great Britain). Outstand
ing student of the stamps of France. Tilleard 
Medal winner. 

Walte r H . C . Bro mfi e ld (Western Australia). 
President for twenty-one years of t he Phi latelic 
Society of Western Australia . Intensive re 
search and many articles published on the 
stamps of Western Australia. Five Gold Medals 
and other Awards at Exhibitions. Special 
representative in Western Australia of the Royal 
Philate li c Society, London. 

J. Schmidt-And e rsen (Denmark). The" father" 
of Danish philately. Great research student of 
the stamps of Denmark . Has plated all four 
plates of Denmark No. I, the 4 r.b .s .. and pub
lished many studies of the types and dies of the 
modern Da nish recess-pri nted stamps. 

Ibrahim Chaftar Bey (Egypt) . President of 
the Club Philatelique d·Egypte. Extensive re 
search into the fi rst and third issues of Egypt ian 
stamps. Is re-writing Zeheri's Catalogue of 
Egypt. Juror at London 1950 Exhibition. Organ
iser of the Cairo Exhibit ion for 1951. Editor 
of "L'Orient Philatelique ". 

Pierre Mo rel d' Arleux (Fronce ) . Honorory 
Secretary of the A cadem ie de Philatelie, chief 
organiser of Citex (Pa ris) Exhibition and a 
juror. Published many studies o f the stamps 
of Frall ce; took a leading part in the creation 
of the Musee Postal of Paris. 

Stanley B. A shbrook ( U .5.A.). Considered in 
America to be the greatest student that ph ila
tely has produced. H is books on the ea rly 
U.S.A. stamps are classi cs and have immensely 
raised the standard of U.S .A. philately . Has 
received the Luff A wa rd and Crawford Medal. 

Lest er G. Brookman (U.S.A.) . Ed itor for 
many years of the" American Ph ilatelist " . An 
o utstand ing write r and p ublisher of books on 
ihe 19th century issu es of U.S.A. stamps . Has 
done much work in exhib it ion organisation and 
served on innu"!erable jur ies . 

• • 



d-(wqed @ancellalions on 

dilv.e,. q{).edJinq dlamps 

. months ago that Silver Wedding stamps F
OLLOWING the warning published some 

had been found with forged cancella
tions, the Expert Committee has con

ducted careful enq uiries and examined used 
coliections of these issues with great care . 

Aided by certain in fo rmation not hitherto 
available to any philatelic panel, the Expert Com
mittee can say with certainty that the fo llowing 
stamps are known to exist with forged cancella
tions: 
Aden-I ~ annas 
Ascension-IO/
Bahamas-I ~d. 
Barbados-I ~d. 
Bechuanaland Protec-

torate-IO/-. 
Br . Honduras-$5 
Falkland Is.-2td. 
Falkland Is. Depen-

dencies-2td. 
Fiii-2td. 
Gamb ia-I td. 

Gilbert and Ellice Is. 
-£1 

GoJd Coast-I ~d. 
Hong Kong-$IO 
Malta-£ I 
N. Rhodesia-I~d. 
St. Vincent-ltd. 
Sie rra Leone - I ~d. 

and £ 1 
Somali land Protector· 

ate-5 rs. 
Tri nidad and Tobago 

-3 cents 
Zanzibar-I 0/-

In addition there are several other cancella
tions which the Committee suspect to be forged 
but as the cancellations were not complete 
enough for them to be positive they cannot 
commit themselves . Stamps in this category 
ore: 

Aden-IO rs. 
Antigua-5/· 
Barbados-5/
Basutoland- I td. 
Bermuda-ltd. 
Br. Honduras-4 cents 
Cayman Is.- IO/
Fiii-5/-
Gambia-£ I 
Gilbert and Ellice Is. 

-Id. 
Grenada-I td. 
Jamaica-I !d. 
Kenya-20 cents 

Leeward Is.-5/
Mauritius-5 cents 
Nigeria - Id. and 

5/-
St. Kitts- Nevis-5/
Sarawak-8 cents 
Somaliland Protector-

ate- I anna 
Swaziland-I td . 
Turks and Caicos Is. 

-I d. and 10/
Virgin Is .-2td. and 

~ £1 

It should not, of course, be inferred from this 
that all existing used stamps included in the 
above lists have forg ed cancellations, for quite 
obvi9us ly there are many reputable firms who 
made arrangements for the posting of covers 
from the colonies, and there can be no question 
as to the gen uineness of such cancellations. 



Philip H. ~ard, Jr., 
1616 ~ nlnllt 8t . I 

Philnd~lphin 3, Pa. 

Phil: 

Dec . 20, 1950. 

'" 

Re - your column i l~ekeel t s - Iss'ue of Dec. 15, 1950 -
paBe 392 - I think ~;hat yO'll. broneht up a very interesting point Hnd 
one t Hat you could U~ (} for f l.ture l'cfOJ:>ence in y our colu,:n. I :"ef'er 

l'.lnnt1.ur. of the l~~,~ - and thiH sentence: 

F.lr",t - I nOi;e th t von ur cd the te :.' . . se, l~ .. ron~ r~l'C but 
dO;l't you ',;nlnk thnt is H bit ~ ~ an unders tater en'E? 1 thi:ll:: the 
Plate :.> LlPGj."fo. atos a 0 very . ara, bBC :1.USO I doubt jf oven a ful
pane of 100 G'J~l' eot into e ire t1ar: 0 , - I doubt v}ry iT'u.ch ~Lf £,Ten all 
of he 100 OV Al'" {ot ou·:'; . 

24i l.;lJll.'!.seu ~~300 .r 
~;4¢ " p'air .:2,,000 
;)O~ !I ,;500 
30 t Ii pair $1500 
9()9~ tJ ('750 
90t II pa.ir A,OOO 

The 12¢' is il the. ~arj£l clasf.i a!-l tile abo··re but the 12,~ Pl'lt::: 
3 has neVHI" beon l i stoCt and die. ,ron QV0l"' b e~r of a J.2i Plate 3 mpe!'f 
sellinG fit pric or.' fro •. l (;;~OO to ... /lFji.) or a pail- fro!'! . '1500 to .. ,,4000? 
If tr .. 8 24!1 - 30!t and ~ofl, IPle I~ny le8 itlmate :r.'~.?)lt to be listed in the 
S.U.S., then Pl03t aSfJ-'lredly the l~~ !~ Plnte ;) Ir.lporf has the sarne :t.'isht . 

YOl VIllI l'ecall th'1 1; S i rlilnr to the ~~4f! - 30;t and GOj. the l~( 
·/ns not issued until 1860 - the 6l1.rliest use .mown b\; i:1g June 
- T lis was 11. cover that wns tn the Chase Sn10 in 1925 - TmTh-

, stnrlps i~rol"l Pl a to 3 were nover nI'em11ar1: issued" inperfoI't?te -
SQP10 applies to tho 24i - 30t und 90f2. 

Again reforrine to your stntel'lent, quote= tTa'l'ld 1,:",'e have never 
mention as to how they appeared. tf 

Well Phil , I I>~eret thnt you oycrlooked what I have \1rltten 
in tho past on tho l2~ PInt e 3 impcri'orates. Please refer to the 
Tracy- Ashbrook booklet which you very kindly me~tionod in your column -
liote paeo 2 - and ~'ie. 2. 

You will note thnt Toppan. Carpenter & Co. stated th~t they 
were enclosiDe a half sheet of the l2~ - This undoubtedly meant a hnlf 
or 1'1. i'llll sheet of 100. 

, 
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#2 . lr . Philip H. Ward, Jr., Dec. 20, 1950. 

In Perryt s articles published years ago in l.lekcal ' s, I think 
he made somo nontion of the orie;in (as nbo'w) of' tho PIa to 3 inperfor
utes, but I may bo nist~nken. I nlso Wl"oto about thero. lr. rw article 
in ~n early number 0._ the "Stru::lP SpeciaLtst." 

'::he 24~ - 30st and 90st oxist in regular color8 on reOllal' 
staI'lP ,.)aper , nnd so does the 12~t £'1.'01<1 Plnte 3. Regardless of the pur
pose for which f}flch of t e four values wnro issued - they al"e all in 
tho srune clan::; ar.d COMO under the classifica.tion of "Sanple irlpressiol"1..B 
vlh5.ch were !'.fwe::. ... l·ee-G.larly issued to the public . 

ith reeards -

r, 0'''' diaJ. ly yours , 



WANT LISTS 
Did you know that. einoo 1928, one 
>t our S'PECIALTIES Is filling 
want lists PROMPTLY and COR-
RECTL Y at attractive discounts 
on catalog prl~es? 
Over 70,000 difteTent varieties ot 
singles In our stock enables us to 
give you a Quick and BeUer Service. 
Our stock of singles covers ALL 
countries of the World A to Z, 
used or unused, 19th or 20th Cent. 
Do you know that through our want 
list service we sell more stamps 
than many dealers put together? 
Send us your Want List. In full 
confidence, give us two Commer
cial references and get your wants 
on appro.al for e ight days. 
Try us and you will be convinced 
that our service will save you 
TUm AND MONEY. WE HAVE 
THE S'TAI\IPS YOU NEED AND 
OUR PRIOES WILL PLEASE 
YOU. [~ 

A NEW YORK STAMP CO • IIc. 
~ 11119 Fifth Av. N . Y. 17, N.Y. 

U. S. COMMEMORATIVE ENVELOPES 
The following are fino unuse£l entires. 
U218---,'lct red, die I, Centennial ... $1.85 
U219-3c green. die I, Centennial . 1.10 
U221-3c green, dlie 2, Centennial 1.85 
U348-51 Klolumbian set of fOUl' .... 1.00 
U348-51 Same, but all one size .... 1.25 
U523-28 Bicentennial l;e t of six .. .. .35 

Our new U . S. Price List #31M, now 
ready, - please send 6c postage. 

R. J. LEWINSON CO. A 
525 West End Av .• N.Y. 24, N.Y. ~ 

U. S. BARGAINS.·Fine Mint 
1940 Famous Americans ... (35)$4.50 
1932 Washington Bicent. . .. (12) 1.70 
1935 Nat. Parks Imperf. . . (10) 1.45 
1943 Flag set ............... (13) .80 

Blox at 4 'Times - What else? 

ADELPHIA STAMP COMPANY 
902 Filbert St. Philo.. 7, Pa. 

Your Duck Stamps. 
Are They For Sale? 

You are promised a square deal 
if you desire to sell YOUr Ducks. 
I i am interested in purchasing 
very fine mint and USE d Ducks in 
singles, blocks, platc blocks and 
sheets. 
If you will submit your Ducks 

for an offer, Or with your price, 
a prompt reply ",ill be made. 

THE POSTON COMPANY 
168 Greene Street, New York 12, N. Y. 

HOBBS BUYS SHEETS 
Hobbs is New York's largest buyer of 

U. S. Sheets. We wil1 purchase any 
quantity or any U. S. Sheets at our 
usual top prices. 

'Ve are IlI>W Jloying for U. S. Sheet •. : 
718 30 Olymni(, ... l. .. . ....... ~ 7.00 
719 5c Olympic . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9.00 
724 3c Wm. Penn ............. 5.00 
72" 3c Webster .. .. . . .. .. .... 7.00 
726 3c Oglethorpe .. .. .. .. .. ... 5.00 
734 5c Kosciusko .. , .. ' ........ 12.00 
740-9 1-10c Parks ............... 44.00 
752-71 Complete Set of Farleys . .490.00 
859-93 Set of Famous Americans.300.00 

Send any Sheets you care to seli for 
our appraisal and check. Your sheets 
will be held in abeyance for '')'our ac
ceptance. 

HOB:BS STAMP 00. 
!JR Park Row, New York 'I, N. Y. 
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U. S. Notes and Comments 
Bv PHILIP H. WARD, JR. 

On December 22nd ne},,'t Alvin \V. 
Hall, Director of the Bureau of En
graving and Printing at Washington, 
will have completed his 26th year in 
that position. It was on the same day 
in 1924 that Mr. Hall became Director 
of the Bureau and J. Edgar Hoover 
took office in charge of the F.B.I. The 
,'Washington Star" of that d~te carried 
a headline "Youths Assume Respor.~ 
sible Positions". Mr. Hall was then 
36 and Mr. Hoover 29. Both were 
somewhan young to be appointed to 
such responsible positions. Both have 
made good and have held over from 
administration to administration be· 
cause of their ability and efficiency 
rather than any political influence. 

As . to Mr. Hall we have never had 
a Director who has held the position 
so long and so well. 'Ve had the 
pleasure of meeting- the new Director 
shortly after he took office and must 
say that since that time he has extend· 
ed the philatelist every courtesy; in 
fact, has gone out of his way to aid 
us. Having been born and raised in 
Vi'nshington and interested in stamps 
we have known personally those in 
charge of the Bureau since the days 
of Joseph E. Ralph. another charming 
and efficient executive. We are, there
fore, not speaking from hearsay when 
we remark as to the attitude of Mr. 
Hall towards the stamp collector. Over 
300 new stamps have beea issued dur
ing the Hall incumbency, a record in 
itself. Having- been close to most of 
our Presidents, as well as the several 
Secretaries of Treasury and Postmas
ters General since Coolidj!e he could 
tell many anecdotes and stories that 
should become part of philatelic lore. 
Many will ioin us ia extending con
gratulations where they are well earned 
with the hope that he may for many 
veal'S to come direct the destinies of 
our stamp. note and bond making 
branch of the Government. 

It is with pleasure that we note 
Precott H. Thorp, the well known en
velope specialist of Netconj!, N. J., 
has issued a loose leaf album for U. S. 
20th Century cut square envelopes. 
Every stamp is illustrated and a space 
of 1 11/16 inches by 1 15/16 inches is 

FINE USED U. S. COMMEMS. 
& AIRMAILS FOR INVESTMENT 

Per 1\1 Per 100 
799-802 Tel'l'itorials ..... (4) .28 2.60 
83;'-838 1938 CommEms (4) .55 5.00 
852-8;>8 1939 Commems (7) .55 ;'.00 
85!l-893 Famous Amer. (35)14.75 145.00 
894-898 1940 Commems (5) .75 7.25 
R!l9-908 '41-3 Comm. (10) 1.3'5 12.50 
900-921 Flags ......... (13) 6.25 60.00 
!l28-94i '45-47 Comm. (20) 1.30 12.00 
948 Cipex sheet .. (1) .90 9.25 

949-958 '47-48 Comm. (10) .75 6.75 
959-980 1948 Commems. (22) 1.40 13.00 
081-989 1949-50 Comru. (9) .45 ~.OO 
C25-C31 1941 Airs .... (6) 2.50 22.50 
C32-C36 194C>-7 Allrs .... (5) 1.00 9.75 

aU of above .......... 32.00 310.00 

HELD BROTHERS ~ 
1941-7Srd St .. Brooklyn 4. N. Y. i!~ 
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provided for each variety. Unfortun
ately, the Scott spaces are too small. 
resulting in many scarce envelopes hav
ing been rui~d by being cut to fill 
the smaller space. The Thorp pages 
will fit the Scoto album and are avail· 
able at $4.50 for the 62 pages plus a 
title page and a pal!'e of instructions. 
Mr. Thorp has done more to promote 
interest in our envelope stamps than 
anyone since the late .1. M. Bartels. 
Nothing is more att'ractive philatelically 
than a collection of these cameos neat
Iv cut square and properly mounted. 
"\Ve know this new publication will 
increase interest in our 20th Century 
envelope emissions. 

Mr. Lucius Jackson. the editor and 
publisher of "The Stamp \Vholesaler,' 
of Burlington, Vermont, goes out of his 
way to say nice things about the col
lector's journals and papers. In a let
ter whieh he recently circulated, he 
calls attenmon to "Mekeel's" America's 
oldest philatelic paper and states that 
the Ward column alone, which has 
been appearing for many years. is well 
worth the subscription pri<;e. As a 
result of the Jackson letter 140 sub
scribers have responded. "The Stamp 
\Vholesaler" is a magazine for the pro· 
fessional only and is available to any 
recognized dealer. 

The many friends of the late Michael 
L. Eidness, former Supt. of the Division 
of Stamps of the P. O. Department 
will learn with regret that his _nephew, 
Lieue. George W. Eidness. U.S.N., was 
woucded in Korea. He was deck 
officer aboard the U.S.S. Pledge. a 
minesweeper, when it was sunk off 
the east coaSIl of Korea. Mrs. Myrtle 
C. Shaughnessy. fonnerly of the phila· 
telic Agency, who will be remembered 
bv her many friends who visited the 
Post Office Department. sent us the 
clioping. 

"\Ve have just received a letter which 
we iudge is from a new collector for 
he writes to ask as to where he can 
lea-rn more about our 1851-1857 stamps, 
which will be a hundred years old next 
vear. He specifically mentiocs the 1, 

(Continued on Page 192) 

LATEST ARRIVALS 
AUSTRIA, Stamp day, Gil'ardi(2) .10 
nlODt:ARJ{, 70 ore- ptg. . .... (1) .15 
FJ~LAND, Passiviki ... .... (1) .12 
FRANCE. Pictor. ptg. . . . . .. (2) .12 
FR. ]\lOROCCO, ]ltg. dues ... (5) .19 
H"('~GARY, Sports .......... (10)1.15 
JSRAJU" r ev. design ptg. . .. (4) .14 
.JAPAN, Temple ptg. . ...... . (1) .12 
)t:ALTA. P"incess Elizabeth . (3) .26 
JlffiXJCO. 5ps ptg. ship ..... (1) .95 

Soc. Sec. . ................ .. (2) .25 
~ICARAGUA, UPU cpl. .. . (18)8.90 

Sheets price on rC"Quest 
POT,AND, add. Groszy ovpts. (9) .73 

UPU Groszy ovpts. . ....... (3)4.00 
SPAN. COLS., Childwelfare .. (9)1.15 
SWJTZERLAND. p"o Juven .. (5) .53 
Tt:RKEY, Farabi 1ge. p ict ... (4)1.00 

Mall Orders Only. 
lI]inimum Order $1.00, Please. 

YOUR STAMP SERVICE 
2540 1-1l1(lsol1 Blvd., Jersey City 4,N.J: 
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New Embossed 
Stamped Envelopes 

For Your Library 
"The Danube Stetmt Navigatiorn Com

pany", is a neatly printed 64 page vol
ume devotJed to the part played by the 
Danube River and particularly the 
navigation company which traversed 
it In the posts of the Austro-HUDgarian 
IZmpire, with its connections in he 
Balkar.s and the Levant, and those of 
the Danubian countries at that time 
under Turkish suzerainty. Today these 
countries are Yugoslavia, Rumania and 
Bulgaria, but from 1830 to 1879 the 
period which the book covers 'these 
c~)Un :ries were Serbia. Bulgaria, Molda-

Rotary and Flat-bed Press Printings 

Reprinted from the New York Times 

By KENT B. STILES 

Five Varieties 
Eventually there wiJI be five varie

ties of the Governmen'ts new em
bossed stamped envelopes that re
ceived first day sales at the American 
Stamp Dealers Association's Second 
National Pos:age Stamp Show which 
closed . here November 19, 1950. Ac
cording to Adolph G. Storch, the 
Post Office Department's Stamped En
\'elope Ager:t a': Dayton, Ohio where 
the International Envelbpe Corpora
tion produces tGis class of postal paper, 
the five varie::ies will be as follows: 

(J) One cent green made by rotary 
process; issued Nov. 16. (2) Two cent 
red from flatbed press; issued Nov. 17. 
(3) Three cent violet from flatbed 
press issued Nov. 18. (4) Two cent 
red made by rotary process. (5) 
Three cent violet made by rotary pro
cess. 

2c. and 3c. Rotary Press Items 
To Be Issued 

No date has been annoucced for 
release of the rotary press two cent 
and three cent items. There will be 
no flatbed press printings of the one 
cent. Mr. Storch said. 

First Day Sale At ASDA Show 
Postmaster Albert Goldman has made 

a\'ai lable the firs t day figures on sale 
and cancelir;g of the envelopes during 
the four days the exhibition was in 
progress in the Seventy first Infantry 
Regiment Armory, as foIlows: 

One cent envelopes sold at show 
:'-JO\·. 16-35,421. Two cent envelopes 
sold a1 show Nov. 17-34,500. Three 
cent er:velopes sold at show Nov. 18-
25,650. Total 95,57l. 

One dent envelopes caflceled at 
~ho\\' Nov. 16-by machine, 5,210; by 
ha:nd, 1,808. Two cent envelopes can
celed at show Nov. 17-by machine, 
5,760; by hand, 1,235. Three ceno en
velopes canceled at show Nov. 18- by 
machiIJe. 3,950; by hand, 4,489. Three 
cent (large size) envelopes canceled at 
show Nov. 19-by machine, none; by 
hand. 5,260. Total, machine and hal1d, 
27,712. 

Overall Totals 
The foregoing figures do not com

plcte the picture. The three small size 
envelopes were on sale also at, .. the 
General Postoffice. Meanwhile, approx
imatel" 18,000 collectors in all parts 
of the country had sent Pgstmaster 
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Goldman advance Qrders requesting 
cancellations be applied to more than 
165,000 envelopes. Further, dealers had 
purchased 56,300 envelopes in advance. 
Accordingly the official over all figures 
(including the Ol.es at the show) are 
as follows: 

One cent envelopes sold-109,534. 
Two cent envelopes sold-92,413. Three 
cent envelopes sold-Total 315,260. 

Envelopes canceled-by machine, 291, 
260 by hand, 13.832. Total 305,092. 

Large 3c Printed At The Show 
Only the large sizc three cent was 

rur: off at the show for the benefit of 
the estimated 45,000 visitors. This was 
done on a: flatbed press installed by the 
Tntema-ionaJ Envelope Corporation. 
Alexander G. Stone, vice president, 
said 254,000 were produced in the ar
mon' . All the small size envelopes 
- 200,000 of each of the one cent two 
cor.:t and three cent-had been printed 
at Day:iOn a month earlier. Those not 
so ld at the show have been turned over 
to Postmaster Goldman. 

To-al receipts at the postal substa
tion in thc armory were 510,053.98. 
This income included money which 
collecoors paid for 239,618 commemo
rati\'e stamps. and the extra two cent 
and onc cer.'I: stamps bought for plac
in!! on the one cent and two cent en
velopes to make up third oIass postage 
on each onc mailed. 

VI:!.. WaUachia and the Dobrudja·. 
The Danube Steam Navigation 

Company ran its mail boats from 
Linz in Upper Austria through Vien
.I:!a, Budapest. and SemIin to the 
frontier of the Austro-Hungarian 
Empire at OrzUV:lj. Eastwards the 
Company's boats served the DaQUbian 
principalities on the left bank and 
rhe Turkish vassal states on the right. 
Passing die mouth of the Danube and 
enterin.g" the Black Sea, the terminal 
noin-s were Odessa northwards and 
Cor..stantinople to the south. Pub

.!i ~hed bv the American Philatelic So
ciety's Research and Literature Com
mittee the book may be ordered from 
the American Philatelic Society, Inc. , 
P. O. Box 800, State College. Pa. Price: 
$2.50. 

"India Used in Burma" by Jal Cooper, 
has been printed in Ir.dia, and is the 
accuratJe and painstaking product of a 
well known author on Indian philately. 
An interesting historical sketch sets the 
stage for the lavishly illustrated mono
graph or.! various cancellations associat
ed with the subject. and lists are given 
of various Post Offices operating April 
1, 1937, the date of separation of Bur
ma from India. and Jan. 1, 1947, the 
date of Independenoe. This volume is 
obtainable from Robson Lowe. Ltd., 
Pan MaIl. London, S. W. 1, Englacd. 
Price: 10/- post free. 

A 40 page Daper covered booklet en
titled "Tbe N .S.W. Philatelic Annual, 
1950", has been published by the Phil
atelic Society of New South Wales. 
S\'dnev, Australia. The edition edited 
h\' Romnc\' Gibbons. celebranes the 
centenary of the postage stamps in 
Australia. Price: 2/- per copy, post 
free. 

s AIRMAILS; SPECIAL OFFERS! G 
Below w e oft'pr the first :3 Alrma.i1 stamps In the Position-blocks. 1'he 

stamps aI''' in \" P I'Y ","ood condition: however. if you wish selected ('entering, 
please add 30%. Anyth1i n g n ot entirely satisfactory mayl be return('d fOT' full 
credit or rdunfJ ! T.Ol"L. T.ol"L. 

C('nt..rlin eR1. An.B!. I Cl"ntf'rlin "nl. An.H!. 
at . ............... $ l~.OO $10.50 C3 .............. ... 22.50 17.:'\0 
C2 . ........... .. .. , 31.00 24.00 All 3. set ..... ..... 65.00 50.00 

SOC ZEPPELIN (CIS) 
r""oed : Sinl<lp fi n e 55.40; Selected $6.00; Blodl< of 4 $22.00; S~Iej:'ted ~25.50 
rsf'!<J: !',inglp fine- S4.2;; : Selected $4.6ll ; Block of 4 finc $21.00: Selected 522.50 
Single us('('l on Special Flight. stamped. ,Chicago. lITiami or AkJ"()n, each . . S:'.2" 
4th "Ed UlnO U ~ .~ BN'A IlMceLi8t 1(Jc Tl08t free. (18t Cl l\(ail 6c. Air )2" ex ) 
Rpnd Postage for latest lists of: U. S . Postal Cards. Dated Revs.. HawaII. 

STANLEY GIBBONS INC., 38(M) PARK ROW, NEW YORK 1, N. Y. A 
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A FUTURE U. S. RARITY 
756-765 1e to 10c Farley National Parks 
with Government "Gum" - Superb mint 
set of singles .... Not many of these 
imperforate gummed National Parks 
exist .... Superb condition; $2.33 per set 
Blocks, complete $9.10 .... For Center
Lines, Arrows, and Plates, prices on 
request. 

LEE GILBERT 
Hut . IUC)j). LH.I .Nllbliall ~t N. Y . • 7, N . T 

British New Issues 
CAN ADA, Fur Trade .. .. .. (1)$ .12 
CAYMAN, New Pict. . ..... (13) 8.85 
CAYMAN, New Pict. to 1/ (10) .60 
JiIALTA, Princess Eliz. . ... (3) .26 
NEW ZEALAND, Health .. (2) .10 
ST. KIT'I'S. Anguilla Terc. . «(j) .:l9 
ST. LUCIA, Dec. Curro .... (14) 6.80 
ST. VINCENT, D ec. Curro (14) 6.90 
TONGA, Queen's Birthday (3) .23 
TRANSJORDAN, New Airs (7) 1.30 

British colonies-Our Specialty 
Want-Lists FiIled-New Issue Service 

What Do You Need'! 

STAR STAMP CO. ~,. 
500 Fifth Ave. N. Y. 17., N. Y. lJi:i& 

Germany Sheets 
Mint Used 

DnO-!l2 Olyrrfpics-ITorse .... (!l) 1.00 1.00 
B102-106 Hitler ........... (5) 3.50 3.00 
BG8 Ostropa (scarce) ....... 3.75 
H2!H-fi Numeral Sheets .... (2) 1.00 1.45 
Gf>orJnnny-l":uropc 44 Page List Free! 

MARTIN SELLINGER 
11G Na.oa" FIt. New York, N. Y. 

Graf Zeppelins 
C13-C15 Mint sct complcte .. $75.00 
CI3-Clr; Mint Blocks cp1. .. 315.00 
C18 Mint s ingle ...... . ..... , 5.00 
C1S Mint block ........... .. 21.50 
C18 Mint plate hlock (6) ... 44.00 
Flight Covet'S . . . . . . . .. 7.50 

Thc abo \'c stamps are all VBRY 
F"TN1~. 

MURRAY SIMNOCK & CO. AU6 Nassau St., N. Y .• '7. N. Y. 

U. S. Not 

3,. 5, 10 and 12 cents SO W .e the 
o, her carly Issues do not appcal to him 
at this time. Should one de;irc ;imply 
a listing of the numcrous varieties we 
would. of course, refer him to the 
latest Scott catalogue. If he wants more 
detailed informarion we would refer 
him to the Ashbrook boolts on the lc, 
the Chase book 011 the 3c, the Ash
brook book on the IOc and the 12c 
has been more sketchily covered by a 
booklet issucd some \'cars back bv 
iVlessrs. Ashbrook and Tracy. Unfor
tuna'tely. there has been no publication 
devoted exclusively to the 5e stamp. 

The 1851 Ie stamps were all printed 
from four plates. In the case of plate 
1, after being used iu was recut so we 
have both the early and late impressions 
which can be readily distinguished one 
from the other. Of the Ie type I 
only die 7th stamp from the right pane 
or plate I early produced this variety. 
The catalogue will give a description 
of this variety. Type IB is from the 
same plate, while Types IA and IC 
come from plate 4. Type II comes 
from several plates; Type III comes 
from plate 2 (where one stamp only 
is of this type) and plate 4. The IlIa 
is found on more thaD one plate while 
.Jle Type IV is from the plate 1 late, 
only. As to the 3c_ there were 8 
different plates but several appear in 
different sta.t;eS, for instance, plate I 
is known in early, intermediate and 
date while plates 2 and 5 appear in the 
early and late st;Qtes. All orange brown 
shades are from plates I early and in
termediate, plate J. early, plate 0 and 
plate 5 earlv. As to the 5 c there was 
only one plate and one type. How
ever. we have seen a good many of the 
later 1857 perforate stamps trimmed, 
so one must be on the lookout for 
such items. It is not unusual to see 
Tvpe 5c trimmed stamps illustrated in 
the auction catalogue although no 
imperforates from this plate were ever 
issued. As to the Wc imperforate only 
oc'c plate - plate 1 - was used. Types 

I, II, III and IV are all from this one 
plate. 

Of the 12e only I was used for the 
regularly issued stamps. Plate 3, how
eVJ;r, which produced most of the 
perforate stamps of a few years later, 
also produced some few imperforates 
but these are somewhat rare and we 
have never seen mention as to how 
they appeared. We know of no used 
copy of this variety. 

S1iSSONS 1950 

B. N. A. CATALOGUE 
A Compl.,. Illuslral.d 52 Pat. List 

CANADA, NEWFOUNDLAND 
AND THE PROVINCES 

POSTAGE.REVENUES 
STATIONERY -OFFICIALS 

Mint & used Blocks, Plate Blocks, Etc. 

PRICE 2Sc 
(Refundable on $2.00 order) 

J N SISSOllS 59 WeUlnlrton St W. 
•• '1 'l.'oronto 1, Ca;'ada 

Breaking Up Mint Collection 
()f Itnly & colonIes at "give-away" 

prices! 
Italy, Airs cpt. inc. Cal .•.. (142)$'74.00 
Italy, Albania Occ. cpl. • ..... (59) 18.76 
Italy. Aegean Isl. Gen. Iss. .. (116) 74.00 
Italy, Rhodes cpt. country .• (111) 69.00 
Cyrenaica. complete country (137) 8S.00 
I tal. COI8.. complete country • (87) :117.00 
Ital. East Afr. cpt. country •. (88) 115.75 
),ibia, complete country ... . . (199) 87.00 
Oltre Gillba, complete country (99) 9.95 
Tripolitania. complete country(243) 98.00 
JlIgo-Trieste, Zone "B" cpt. . . (46) 89.50 
Yatican CIty, cpl. country .. (200) 59.95 
Scott 1951, Volume II J'Ust out .• S.50 
We'll gladly quote on mint sets - any 
country! 

109 !~~~f. ~A!!!t~~ N.V. A 
ONE CENTURY OF PHILATELY 
1 8 4 0 To 1 9 4 0 Issues 

Serious Collector? 
Then you need my price li st. 

ALEX S. JULIARD, EXPERT 
PENN VALT,EY. NARBERTH, PA . 

.~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

New ..................... . 

Renew ................... . 

Gift Card 

New ..................... . 

Renew ................... . 

Gift Card 

New ..................... . 

Renew ................... . 

Gift Card .... ~~ .......... . 

Please indicate whether new 
subscription or renewal. 
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For Christmas Gifts SendMekeel's 
Every week during the coming yellT! 

Why not give a subscription to Mekeel's to your collector friends? 

Special Christmas Gift Subscription Rates 
(Obtainable only from the publishers) 

3 Separate One - Year Subscriptions for only $2.00 

or 2 for $1.50 
(One of which may be your own renewal) 

Canadian: $1.50 per year Foreign: $2.00 per year 

A special Christmas card announcing your gift will be sent by the 
publishers of Mekeel's if you place an "X" beside the names of those 
to receive gift cards. 
NOTEI Special gift subscription Offers are applicable in U. S. A. only! 

Mekeel's Weekly, P. O. Box 1660, Portland, Maine 
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Bureau Prints 
By Wn..SON P. SMITH 

2332 Eutaw Place, Baltimore 17, Md. 

Recendy the annual publication of 
the Mitchell-Hoover Official Catalogue 
of United States Bureau Precar.cels 
appeal1ed. This, the 34th edition. was 
published by Stephen G. Rich of Ver-
0na' New Jersey. Price: $1.75. 

Collectors of precanceled postage 
stamps look forward to this Catalogue 
with intense interest. And well they 
should, for the listings therein reflect 
the market value of the items com
prising their choice hobby. This sys
tem and standard of pricing has had a 
tremendous stabilizing influence among 
this group of U. S. specialists and has 
been a major attraction for general 
collectors to try out the precancel 
angle. 

Statistical tables in the rear of the 
book trace dle annual increase in num
bers of ioems of precanceled postage 
during the year and total number pos
sible to secure for a complete collec
tion. 

Since the appearance of the 33rd 
edition in September 1949 some 130 
items have been issued. These were 
divided 97 in the sheet stamps and 33 
in the coils and represer.t something 
oV.er $5.00 in face as a total. 

In the 1 c denomination, the 33 new 
sheet stamps and the 13 coils were 
largely shipped to new Post Offices 
authorized to use Bureau Prints. The 
23 new sneet stamps in me 2c denom
naioD and 18 of the coils are general
ly attributed to the change in postal 
rates. 

This accounts for 90 of the increase. 
The remaining 40 are largely fill-ins 
to Post Offices using a not fully com
plete run of the many postal denom
macions. 

To serious collectors mis should pro
vide an adventure into an interesting 
phase of philately they are hearing and 
reading more about continually. Present 
collectors of precanoeled postage have 
become the devotees they are, after 
just such a beginning, in many, many 
instances. 

MINT SHEET CO .... 
t78 W. 43 ST. N. Y. (J. 18. 

Sheet Collectors· Plate Block Collectors 
Have YO'U our New price lists -. just 
out. Send Request Now And Keep Track 
Of The Current l\larket. 
Fill in now on Comm6D1.. plates of the 
last 5 years in lots of roo to 60,000 
assorted - your choice. Dealers and 
Investors contact us now. We need 
you and will make it attractive for you 
to want us. We also seek a few more 
investors in Sheets to buy lots - of 
older and newer issues - from $200 to 
$2,000. Write Or Phone Pe 6-1415. 

N I-C E ,T R I F L E S 
AFGHANISTAN-UN 5th YEAR-Large 1.25~ ultramarine .............. . . 1 049 
IRAN SEMI-POSTAL-Large, colorful Mosl."... Congress .................. 1 .50 
IRAN-SHAH'S BIRTHDAY-He is thirty-one ....... . .................. . . 6 .S5 
LIECH't'ENSTEIN-UPU OVERPRINTS-A small issue .................. 1 .70 
~{ALTA-PRINCESS ELIZABETH-Recent portraIt ........ ... ..... ·· ...... S .56 
NETHERLANDS-SEMI-POSTAL-The Christmas Charity ................ 5 .28 
PORTUGAL-4th CENTENARY-St. John of God .......................... 6 .54 
SAAR-BISHOP LUTWINUS SEl\II-POSTAL--Lite-hlstory ................ 5 .62 
ST. KITTS-NEVIS-uANGUILLA TERCENTENARY ... . ......... ... ...... 6 .46 

--U-i:S8 
NEW ISSUE BARGAIN - 34 Values at $4.20 

THE HOME OF THE POSTAGE STAMP 
BOX SO, JACKSON HEIGHTS, NEW YORK 

J. Avery Wen.., TeL HAvemeyer <&-:801 

An extensive sale, the 70th public 
auction of Billig & Rich, Inc., 55 W. 
42nd Sr., New York 18. N. Y. is de
scribed and illustrated in the catalogue 
for their Dec. 19-21st auction of U. S. 
& Possessions., Latin Americar., Air
mails and Wholesale. 

Vahan Mozian, Inc. 505 Fifth Ave .• 
New York 17, N. Y. is offering- U. S., 
General Fon,ign, Collections & Whole
sale in thcir 423rd public auction which 
includes the Estate of ]. Littaer of 
Corona, N. Y. to be held Dec. 14, 18 
ar.d 19 at 2 p. m. 

CHRISTMAS SEAL ALBUM 
Here Are the Features: 

• Miniature convenient slze-5" x 6" 
• Printed in 5 colors on heavy ledger paper 
• Loose-Leaf green plastic binding 
• The album will lie flat when open 
• Attract frontispiece. "History of Seal" 
• All seals 1907 to 1947 are !11ustrated 
• Extra blank spaces to 1949 provided 
• 20 extra pages tor blks., foreign, eto. 
• Pages inter-leaved with glassine paper 
• Wonderful gift, even for non~ollectors 
• ,Total of 36 pages, red leatherette covers, 

gold stamped. 
Price $1 Postpaid 

(22 seals, each different year-50c) 
Price lists and approvals are Included. 

Tatham Stamp Co., Springfield IS, Ma".1 

French Equatorial Covers 
LOT 1. 55 FRENCH EQUATORIAL AFRICA COVERS-Price $6.66 

With various stamps among Scott 142-155, 166...184 and 1 cover with C31. 
Stamps without sheet margins attached. 

LOT 2. 89 FRENCH EQUATORIAL AFRICA COVERS-Price $7.00. 
Similar to ahove; same Scott number range (less C31). Stamps with 
IIheet margins attached. Much rarer this way. 

LOT S. 8 FRENCH EQUATORIAL AFRICA COVERS-Price $1.75. 
With various stam'ps among Scott #IL8..1l65 with and withGut eheet 
margins attached. 

Payment for any desired lots to be made by check or postal money order. 
please. Send to: 

BEN HAMILTON, 131 N. Pickering Ave., Whittier, Calif. 

A Christmas Gift That Will Be Appreciated 

POSTAL MARKINGS OF BOSTON TO 1890 
By Maurice C. Blake and Wilbur W. Davia 

OVER 150 FULL PAGE PLATES - ABOUT 3,000 POSTMARKS AND CANCELLATIONS 
A valuable philatelic reference work now ready, "Postal Markings of Boston to 
1890" will be welcomed eagerly by a number of collectors specializing in Boston 
Cancellations .... An excellent addition to any philatelic library, it is a book of 
which the publishers and the authors may well be proud. It contains 367 pages 
of interesting data and illustrations. 

The Loose Leaf Edition, requested by collectors to enable them to add 
pages for notes pertaining to their own individual discoveries and col-
lections is obtainable with binder for ______________________________ $6.50 

The Bound or Library Edition, in regular book form, bound in blue 
leatherette with gold lettering on front and binding edge, is available at ________________________________________________ ________________ $7.50 

Wanted From Collector .. And Deale~s: Neatly printed on pages of glossy finish, "The postal markings of Boston des
Collections of 2,000 to 100,000 foreign cribed illustrated and listed in this volume reflect many interesting aspects of stamps Also accrumulations of foreign... ' ... C' 
and U· S used and l\llnt. Ship with the development of postal servIce m America from olomal days to the last 
your p'ric~ Or for our offer, subject to decade of the nineteenth century." Place your orders now with the publishers, 

:~~rs%e~ePtance. What else have you SEVERN-WYLlE-JEWETT CO., P. O. Box 1660, Portland 2, Maine 
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[r. Harold fl . Star'k, 
1) . O. Box 288 , 

Ann Al"bor, Jiich. 

Dear HSlrold; 

.1ay 11, 1950. 

YOU:i.~S of th0 "th roce~.ve<.;_ '71th ret-...1.rn of the 5f{ 184'7 cover . 
also yom'" th.:ooe COVC1~S which I return herewith. Hero fll"O SONe COtl
ments on the lat.tor; 

27~ Rtf) to Bolei U!l. '1'he ~~t~ 18'30 is v roy soarce on cover to Belgium 
';0 pay th2 ~'1 f~ rat;l., boenusa t:~o U.,8. -BA1[)iura '.:.lz'oaty Gsto.blishing thlts 
rate did not beCOl'iO effective 't1n~illi'2Y.!.. 19, l§QQ. . ,c, find covers' 
'(lith the :::4}~ 18Gl plus the ~)¢ lUG1, lJut Y01>y tew wl..th -che ~4¢ 1860. 
EverythinG Abont your covo"!' :1..:. okaY' ftnd p:!:"oper... T.he 'rrenty fixed tho 
rate nt 27¢ per :.. ou. co and t;!'lO rata mw nade up as follor!s: 

u. s. - ,},I 
Soa 15~ 

Bl~ i t; ish '.J.lp Hns 1 t 4¢ 
Bel~il1.m 5¢ -m 

On such a COV0r 1~8 yours - the credit of 7f, wan to Bc1Siw 1 - tho 11 ail 
iTent in sefl:lod bags thl"U En61and and aCl"063 the Chann('l to Ostcnd. We 
pa1d Britain for tho Atlan/.;ic ca.rr! €be by ~mlk ;oie;ht 6 out of the 20~ 
we retn1..nod. The Trenty pl'ovlded for the liP))!! - it was Belgium appJ.1ecl. 
If you hayS a C0PY of t lG 18)0 P • • d.G. TIel)OJ't you will f'ind the text of 
the Treaty. Two things beside tho "1861" yenr date on back, prov0 the 

Ill' \7~3 1861, viz: (1) '2ho effective dH.(;O of 'l;!10 Treaty - un The date 
24~ was issued, and the date it been-ne void for posta.l usc. c:uite a 
cover . 

Rero a.ro tv:o photo-In'ints iro 1 r:r files. Pl',~we tal~c good 
then and return to me .. Theso are fl"'ont and 'tnck of R. cover thnt 

\78.S in the Second Kn:pp Sale, Lot r!76, and sold ~ $200.00. This cover 
Vias a use before Jan. ~ l8GS and it undoubtedly had n 84¢' 1861. The 
faker 1'0 oved thc"-.;i[i' .l86T and "'ubstitu1~ed a 24;! 1069. Ihen tll~ Bpitlsh 
rate was rec1uc6d fron 24/~ to 12~ 01 Jan. l~ 1(368 - the rate to Boleiun 
wns l'6d.ucod from 27¢ to ~5¢.. 710 ~,~!~ ntrunp thn~ ';.as removed could not 
have boen a 24¢ 1867 crill l)ocnuse the del te of' th.ts cov~r had to 'be 
April 1867 or oarlier. 

}leY. Sh1~ Letter. 'llho typo of r!lO.l~kin6 car'le into uno 1.n tho 
l a.te eighteen rLt''t:Les'''- If cones ./1th tl4" - "5" an<i f16t! - but I have 
n ot seen many examples 71th the year d to . rrhat 1 ny not nen-l n thlng 
as it is quite possible tr..nt·r have not tnkcn the troublo to rocord 
ever"! cover that oame 7o.y. The "5" meant ~-»t plus ~¢, the "6" r uant 
"Ship 6" - addressed to Port of nntry. The "6" nIso Incant double ;j~. 



~ #2 - IT. Harold tV. Stn k - ray 11, 1950. 

J 
.1 

The "4" 'lonnt double 8~( (addronse<l to Port of Hntl\: ). I doubt if 
covers lith any of the above ore SOa1~ce. 

lOst to Spain. Da:co is Fob. 13 , 1869. not" that t.lls is 
under t 0 new J.~r~ a l 'roaty which ' roq1 i red a payment of lOli to the 
Brlt ish i.i'rontlol' or 12¢' to Engl and. The 12¢' rate 'las m de up a~ follows: 

'U . S . 2i 
" ,sea 8,~ 

G. B. 2,t 

You hA.vQ aeon other covers 11ke this - and you probably have Some ex
anplos. 

Under tho pr~viou. treaty we find Bueh Cov~rf.! with ra.tes of 
2l¢ (16/ p1,us 5¢,) . 

In tho collection of 81.1.' N. chol~ls • atorhonGo 1s a covor to 
the smile adClj--:esn fiG yourn f:.. .. 0.1 Oil Orleans - It has a lOr!. 1869. 

I 1111811 I conld l'un up to the R} :terson.. part~' on tho 20th but 
Emmerson rr~l>ue is clue hAre Sunday ~\ • . :., the 21s b, to spend the dn.::l \':fith 
us (en-PQube to Chi~nco) . 

I \'110to Chr .. r11e yostel"day ~hd~ I thour;ht I hnd a lot of 
f~:ibnds in tho D. P. f>. but guess I iT'dS mif't ken. l'l'iands .f'ror.1 alI over 
tlie COtU1t,ry hn ·0 beon conel~a'tulnting .10 on my clect._on to the Bl'itish 
" o~l ot' Dis~:1~U1sh~d Ph~lateli~ts. b'l~t .Don :rac~re~or w~o the .or:ly 
Ii . !" . 0 ,. LeP.i.bcl 0 notic.o it . I at lerst tho l{;ht 'Ghut .... Ta~ " Ch l.l~e , 
liarold, Hutcli rL'"ld Don Henth \'olld (rop n9 n line Rnd say "fina, II but 
nary n cb;i.r!>_ _ 

YAS Jack sent 1"e n J.'~ 1851 Etri.p on covl)r , thct had a pOll 
cancel l' uoved. I (lIil noW' a~)10 to mko very .f.'1n y.,:10tOS by tho quartz 
lllI!lp and the bo.t ,lnrt nlJout Jncg;t S COV0r v/[w t'!.,o Good P toto J. made. 

The r;onthc:r' daVin here het!' Jeen nothlne but eloo~ d ys and 
am, v ~ry l.ittlc sunshine 0.11 spr1n6 . 

I c n 1911 1I"Ulg1ne hnt a i'll ... e invest /lent trrlt pO\JO!"ed J. m 
" 1s , and I run au'o Ruth is having a lot of f"lJ.n with it . 

nai'old h :re i. a COVO"' 'Lh!\t b lonSR to my friend Pa1ll Rohloff' 
of Ohicago. iIe 'Want::; to kno;'J i1. the kill.or is a "sycle fl .. (hA.nd sycle 
to cut Grass) or E.. dnouncd "_ . \I 3y any cho.l"ce nve yo an~r reco:.d1 

Hildl'ed joins MO L'"'1 best . 'ishes to Ruth, you and nIl the Starks . 

CO-'dially yours • .... 



, 

• 
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Dear Stan, 

, I 
PHONE UN I VERSITY 1· 4399 

w. STARK & CO. 
18652 BIRCHCREST DRIVE 

DETROIT 21. MICH. May 21, 1950. 

Well, here it is Sunday again. We had a very 
lovely time at Shierson's yesterday. You missed a fine 
gathering. The day was beautiful, the meal fine and Charley 
and Jack wonderful hosts. 

Your complaint of no friends in the D.P.S. is 
NUTS. Practically everyone in the society thinks you are 
the last word and respect your knowledge and consider you 
their friend. Of course everyone read the article about the 
award, but feel it was a bit belated. They are pleased you 
were finally given partial recognition for what you have 
done for philately. If you had been at Shierson's party 
they would have swamped you with compliments. They talked 
enough about it. So you see, even if they did not write 
you personally about it, they know. 

I talked to Bott (he collects Ships) about the 
"Great Eastern" cover and he is interested in it. He asked 
me to get the price for it. Does not want to spend too 
much for it but will pay a reasonable price. I personally 
am not so interested in it. Bott has the "Western" cover 
but no this cover. He also mentioned he had the "President" 
cover, which he states is relatively rare. 

Took one of the Mail Robbery covers. The one returned 
has the stamp missing. 

Enclosed are the photos you did not want me to 
misplace like the French article. You sure exposed that cover. 

Regarding the 3i GREEN cover. This cancel is the 
"P" from Paducah, Ky. but the way it is struck it makes a 
perfect "SiCkle". If the canceller broke from A "p" to 
a "Sickle" type it should be listed as a "Sickle". I would 
want to see a duplicate. I have the regular "p" on cover. 

Regarding the photo of cover from France. The 
secret perhaps is in the "via Angleterre" which I am not 
too familiar with and have not taken the time to find out 
about. I judge this means by British mail and peraaps was 
sent to Canada and was a double 1/2 oz. rate. If so the 
cover came in as a loi single foreign rate or 20i double. 
Perhaps it went to Cuba, etc. and took the double overweight 
rate. Dont know what the manuscript "6" means. It could mean 
a 6i ship letter fee to us. The hm. Pkt. does not necessarily 
mean an Amer. boat. We might have settled with some one else 
for the balance. What Vias on the back of the cover.? I am 
dumb, you tell me. 

Best of wishes to al 
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IMPORTANT UNITED STATES DISCOVERY 
Willis F. Cheney Finds First United States Special Printing Known on Cover 

THE value of persistent alertness over 
lhe years has been dramatically 

demonstrated recently by Willis F. Che
'ley of New York. What would you 
say, how would you feel, if suddenly you 
recognized a heretofore lightly regarded 
possession to be not a common item at 
all, but instead unique in its field, and 

, an important and heretofore unknown 
United States rarity? 

By JOHN W. NICKLIN 

• 
I 
~/ I (OI1'FlCE OF THE UNITED STA'rES 

! No. 904 Walnut 

PROPERTY OP 

PHILATELIC FOUNDA.TION 

That is the breath-taking experience 
Bill Cheney of 65 Nassau St., successor 
to Spencer Anderson, has recently had. 
The facts are routine enough, the punch 
line comes at the end. Mr. Cheney was 
going over' a lot of United States covers 
with the intent of sending them out to 
various clients. Nothing outstanding in 
the lot, so he thought, just a cover lot. 
Mr. Cheney picked up a cover, attractive 
enough in itself, being an official im
printed cover of the Centennial Exhibi
tion of 1876. The stamp on this cover 
appeared to be just a common 3c green 
of 1873, and not a very fine copy at that. 
The perforations were clipped quite ir
regularly, indicating that the stamp had 
been cut from the sheet. And then 
lightning struck! That is how the special 
printings were cut apart, this is on an 
official Centennial Commission cover I 
. Why, it is a special printing on cover! 

'''''_. 
;;--(_ ./~ '1l_ . "'£.-'-

:7-L c ~~?-
/~J-;Z 4 t.-£A-<..

''''':1 
~.tJ.4. ~ :v- .,... 

Cover found by Willis F. Cheney with a 3c blue-green, Scott's # 169, the first of this special 
printing to be found on cover. 

All that follows merely substantiates 
the conviction of Mr. Cheney. The 
stamp is in fact a 3c blue green jj:169 in 
Scott, the hard paper special printing 
variety. According to all records avail
able, no more than a scant handful of 
the special printing of 1875 hard paper 
jtI67-177, and 1880 soft paper #192-204 
are known cancelled. The Cheney 3c 
jj:169 is the first properly identified spec
ial printing to be found on cover. It is 
therefore not only unique in itself but 
in its class. Its discovery is of prime 
importance to students of United States 
stamps, as it disproves a theory held in 
some quarters that the special prints 
were not actually used at the time of 
their availability. Here is incontestable 
proof that they were. 

But to get back to Mr. Cheney at the 
time of his find. Convinced that his 

identification was correct, Mr. Cheney 
submitted the cover for an opinion to 
Eugene N. Costales, one of America's 
most highly regarded philatelic authori
ties. The answer was prompt, clear, and 
to the point, "Your stamp is jj:169, the 
3c hard paper special printing, and the 
only copy of this stamp, or in fact, any 
of the special printings that I know of, 
used on cover." 

This was conclusive enough for Mr. 
Cheney, but just to clinch matters he 
then submitted the cover to the Phila
telic Foundation, "The Supreme Court 
of Philately." 

The Foundation, thorough and care
ful as usual, made a complete analytical 
study of the stamp and cover, and finally 
~ssued the following certificate of genu
meness: 

"Philatelic Foundation - Certificate 
jj:2376 - Issued May 1, 1950. 

"We ha ve examined the enclosed 
United States 1875 3c blue green, jj:169, 
on cover, submitted by Willis F. Cheney, 
of which a photograph is attached on the 
reverse, and are of the opinion that it is 

YOURS-CONFIDENTIALL Y 
If this is the time when you are preparing' to liquidate stamp holding's to meet 

emerg'ency oblig'ations or for other investment. naturally you prefer to keep it 
impersonal-and confidential! Let MSB act as your agent and assure you of 
fair prices. prompt action and without your name going further than our files. 

By the same token, if you are acquiring' a substantial philatelic estate, it may 
be equally desirable to remain anonymous. Ag'ain. MSB is your ideal buying' 
source. 

Our low brokerag'e charge-whether you buy or sell-is only 3'10. Our decade· 
old service is your assurance ot fair treatment. and our publication-The Weekly 
Quotation Blllletin--confirme the current market on the majority of the most 
popular issues. 

We'll be g'lad to send a free sample copy tog-ether with prospectus. enter your 
subscription for the coming year (26 big issues) on receipt ot $3 .00. or--it you 
want to make haste-phone PArkwa:{ .. 3839 or wire tor fast service. 

M I NT 5 H E ET 
1 B E. Fourth Street 

the genuine special printing and properly 
used on this cover." 

And now, seventy-five years after they 
first saw the light of day, a truly sub
stantiated special printing cover is re
corded for posterity, a single stamp from 
the total number of 4,229 of all values 
issued and sold. 

The three cent stamp is a great rarity 
in its own right, as a total of only 267 
could exist. This figure includes both 
printings, hard paper jj:169 (The Che
ney Stamp), and soft paper #194. The 
government records do not differentiate 
between the two papers. 

Why were the ·special printings cut 
apart rather than separated along the 
line of perforations? No one knows the 
reason-perhaps there is none. 

lfr. Cheney attributes his discovery 
of the now famous #169 cover to a trait 
developed back in the days of his early 
association with Spencer Anderson, in 
the Early Thirties. Mr. Anderson, one 
of the keenest philatelic minds of his 
time, examined carefully all items that 
passed through his hands, and encour
aged his assistants to do likewise. One 
day Mr. Cheney brought Mr. Anderson 
a cover bearing a 3c 1873 asking, "Could 
this not be a special print?" The an
swer, "It isn't. Besides you never find 
them on cover, they don't come that 
way." Mr. Anderson was correct as of 
the time he spoke, but Mr. Cheney in 
the fifteen years that followed continued 
to look and now has found the object 
of his search. Thus a philatelic treasure 
is rescued from obscurity. The moral 
of which is, know your stamps, study 
them, examine them carefully. Who 
knows what other rarities may rest un
known in a collector's or dealer's hands? 

June},1950 1;( S TAM P S 



SOh Type 

on watermarked paper, for in 1927 
they were reissued in the same form 
on unwatermarked paper. They are 
the 50h green, 60h violet and 1 Kc 
red. 

This closes one epoch of Czecho
slovak philately, even though there 
were other stamps issued with the 
portrait of Masaryk. It is quite pos
sible that some new facts may come 
to light about these issues, but even 
so they are considered among the 
most interesting of Czechoslovak 
stamps. 

In closing, what can be said of 
the T. G. Masaryk stamps? Thh 

SOh Type II 

much is a fact-from 1920 to 1939 
Czechoslovakia never was without a 
valid stamp with the portrait of the 
gteat European. By that the Czech
oslovak republic showed her rever
ence for T. G. Masaryk. However, 
the German invaders could not tol
erate the picture of this great 
humanist and philosl'pher, so it had 
to be hidden in the hearts of his 
people and the albums of their col
lections. Departed .... but 100 
years from his birthday, and what 
oceans of misery and suffering have 
passed over his recent grave! Read
ers will perhaps understand now 

Data OD the printing ot watermarked ataap. with the 
portrait ot PreeideDt M •• aryk. 

j' illDDJ:l.llr ~ SUbjeota r Printing oommenoed Plaoed in 
Type V~lue . Fo~es1~4atell per plato CiroulatiOD 

~C- , __ ~-~ -1--::' -;-I -~~o -'1'- ~ar~ 7, ~92~~'- ~a:~-7' 1~26~ 
I 60 h 11 15 I I i 
I ~.--- I :--- ------+-!-------I 
, A.=~. : I' i I 
: 1 K~ I 1~ 12 I' nl!oc:IIber 12. 1923 ; 

~ ~~ ! 147 14i i 100 n,",oember 2~, 1923 ' , ... "" , Jilnuary 4, 1924 I 

[ 5 at i 1 . April 12, 1924 i 
I ' B.Horiz. ! " -I I I "'aroh 7, 1926. 

wink. I 
I 1 Kc , 25 i 50 Auguet 13, 1924 I 

2 Itt ' 51 I 96 ' May 10, 1\)24 
, ;; It.: : 42 I 80 I 160 February 14,1924 
, 5 At ' 16 ; 32 *.. F'cbruary 1925. I 
I 

I l ---':'-l~1 'I ---+-': . '-ay----I 1 K, April 22, 1925 m 1926 
II I 2 It! :2 i 2 , , August 1, 1925 INove~bsr 1926 

3 !{.;: ;; , ;;: i Io'ay 28L-l..?~5 jAUcus t l,S~5 

III 1 Kt L 1 I 1 ! ! July 2, 1\)26 iAugtlet 11125 

,7v', ~ -:~'--: -; -L
1

: : I ~;, 2:;;t-~~-~~~? ;~ 
• 1 I\.: . 1 2 I 200 July 1925 I September 1~21S 
VI ' 1 KZ" 1 1 2 April 1926 , JUly 19&6 

~~~L--~_ya.-;'''~-:.---+--2- November 1S26 ' __ ~"_~':~ 16!~ 
I 1 -50 h : 1 2 i ~e 1926 July 20, 1926 
I 50 h I 1 2 Septelt'ber 1926 Oct. 27, 1926 

R i coil , ' • 1 

I II -50 ~ 3 6 I Maroh 1927 ~pril 1E,1927 
, 60 h *I 1 2 I July 1926 NoT". 20 , 1926 __ Ll Itt*<><:- I 4--L-~~ ____ 1_~~_~~.":.~ ___ ._ Oct. 1. 1927 

•. lster without water:r.ark. 
~. exceptionally 1n 100 • 

... ~~ C~ly w1thout watermark. 
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Rotary 

why the collectors of C7.echoslovak 
stamps, when leafing through their 
albums, think. of this apostle of de
mocracy. They cannot but be true. 
to his teaching! 

Prices That Cannot 
Be Beat! 

U. S. MINT SHEETS 
Money-Back Guarantee 

Take advantage of this unusually low oCfer on the 
following sheets. Condition is Fine to Ycry Fine. 

Per 
Each Five 

651 2e Clark................... $5 25 ~25oo 
703 3e Yorktown, perf. 3 sides.. 2 50 12.00 
737 3e Mother's Day, rotary. 2.00 9.50 
785 Ie Army...... .... .. .80 3.50 
786 2eArmy. ............. 1.65 7.75 
788 4e Army .... ,........... 330 15 .75 
789 5e Army .... , ....... 3 95 18.00 
790 Ie Navy. .. ... .... ...... .80 3.50 
791 2eNavy .... ,.. ..... ...... 1.90 9.75 
793 4e Navy............. 3.30 15 .75 
899 Ie Defense...... . .... 1.25 6.00 
904 3eKentueky........ ..... 2.00 9.50 
908 Ie Four Freedoms.... 1.25 6.00 
911 5eNorwa}......... 2.70 13 .25 
912 5e Luxembourg.... ....... 2.70 13.25 
913 5e Netherl3nds... ... .. .. , 2.70 13 .25 
914 5eBelgium.......... 2.70 13 .25 
923 3e Steamship. .. .. .. . 1. 70 8.00 
924 3e Telegraph... .. .. . .. .. . 1. 70 8.00 
926 3e Movie.................. 1 70 8.00 
928 5e Conference.......... .. 2.60 12.75 
930 Ie Roosevelt....... .. ... .. . .60 2.80 
931 2eRoosevclt............ 1.15 5.60 
932 3e Roosevelt..... 1 70 8.00 
933 5e Roosevelt. . .. .. 2.70 13.00 

Postage axtr .. on orders under $10,20 Cent. 

~~~~~ s~~~~O~~ ~ N~~: £ 
445 . 
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WILLIS F. 
CHENEY 

o , ". . 
. HILA T f Ll C f 0 U ~w ,". G, 

SUCCESSOR TO SPENCER ANDERSON 

SIXTY FIVE NASSAU STREET ... CORTLANDT 7-2572 ... NEW YORK 7, N. Y. 

POSTAI3E 

" STAMPS 

F"OR 

COLLECTORS 

Mr. S. B. Ashbrook 
33 N. Ft. Thomas Avenue 
Ft. Thomas, Kentucky 

Dea r Stan: 

COLLECTIONS BOUGHT AND APPRAISED. 

june 1, 
1950 

I suppose that you have now heard 
about the li ttle cover that I recen tly 
unearthe d. The ar ti cl e is ap pe ar ing 
in "Stamps" on June 3rd. 

I am enclosing a photograph which 
1 thought you would like to have for 
your files. Please accept it with my 
complimen t s. 

1 would appreciate your not having 
it rephotographed. 'l'he story in "Stamps" 
is qui te 'comple tee 

WFC/fl 
Ene. 

Sincerely yours t 

~:JlO 
Willis F. Ch-e-n-e-y-----

MEMBER AMERICAN STAMP DEALERS ASSOCIATION 



A RARE Il~ I 
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PRISON COVER 
By 

RAYMOND M. WII·' ,i).~SON 

. pERHAPS the saddest chapter 
in the history of the Civil War 
was that which dealt with the 

soldiers who had been so unfortunate 
as to fall into the hands of the 
enemy as prisoners of war. Much 
has been written about the prisoner 
of war covers which contained the 
hope-laden letters to those back 
home, whose hearts were filled with 
anxiety and sad foreboding, anxious
ly awaiting some word from the im
prisoned soldiers. 

Illustrated is a very rare prisoner 
of war cover with letter enclosed 
from a Federal officer who was con
fined in a Southern prison. See Fig
ure 1. This was from RICHLAND 
PRISON, Columbia, S. C., and was 
written to his sister in Pennsylvania. 

In December of 1863, this cover 
was undoubtedly sent to Richmond 
under separate cover, perhaps along 
with other letters to go via Flag of 
Truce. There are no Confederate 
postal markings which would indi
cate that this was from a prisoner of 

, , "' ...... - ~.,.,..~/' 

/ 
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Figure 2-The letter accompanying this cover is headed "Richland Jail, June 3, 1864." 

war, with the exception of a ms. 
censor's marking which is: "Exam
ined R. D. Ferin-Capt. G V." This 
cover entered the U. S. mail at Old 
Point Comfort, Va., being unpaid; 
there was no evidence that this let
ter. was from a soldier of the Fed
eral Army, and it was charged dou
ble postage upon delivery to the 
addressee. 

It is very fortunate indeed that 
this letter has been preserved 
through all of these years! This is 
a case where the contents are highly 
valuable, as it tends to help verify 
and establish the use of a prison for 
captured Federal prisoners of war, 
of which to date so little is known. 

Richland Prison was located in 
Columbia, South Carolina. This 
prison was so named after the Coun
ty of Richland, of which Columbia 
is the county seat. 

The only fortification in South 
Carolina in which Confederate pris
oners of war were confined was at 
Castle Pinckney at Charleston of 
which we know. But as the occa
sion arose, tobacco warehouses and 
even factories were used for tempo
rary places of confinement for pris
oners of war. 

Figure I-From Richland Prison, Columbia, S. C., from a Federal officer to his sister in 
Pennsylvania. 

Richland Prison was just around 
the corner .on Washington Street, 
where today the Negro Masonic 
Temple stands. It was a building 
three stories high with guard house. 
This old prison stood immediately to 
the rear of the City Hall and Mar
ket, and was located in a densely 
populated section of Columbia. The 
destruction of Columbia by fire con
sumed the old prison upon the ar
rival of General Sherman's Army 

518 June 17, 1950 * S T'A M P S 



If You Collect U. S. Plate No. and 
Position B/oc:ks Here is an Unusual 
Opportunity to Add Many Fine 
Items to Your Collec:t.ion. •• 

We are breaking UP an accumulation of 
over 10.000 plate no. singles and blocks 
from 1 893 to 1930. In addition to the 
perforated issues almost all imperforates in 
plate no. and position blocks are included 
in this lot. Condition is far above average 
for this type 01 material and prices are in 
line with the current market. 

Your want list will receive OUT prompt 
and careful attention. References please, 
i f unknown to us. 

MUNSON WALLACE ~ 
D4.l4 Dayton Way. Beverly Hills, Cal. M 

BOOKLET BABGAINS: 
U.P.U.: Hung.ry ......... ..... ...... .. (1) $ 2.35 

Same with panes imperf. hetween 
(3 x 3 pairs, ... . ......... . .. . (1) 13.50 

Individual imper£. between pairs 
from the above, complete ..... (3) 4.50 

Indonesian Republic ............ (2) 65.00 
Sweden ................... .... (2) 2.65 

POLAND, 1938, contains one pane e.ch of 
308., 309a, 312a, 3171'. A MODERN 
RARITY, ROGERS CATALOG PRfCES 
TIDS ONE AT $100.00................ $19.50 

U.P.U. Check List-5th Revised Edition-FREE 
agsinst a stamped, self-addressed envelope. 

10~!!~ ~~~~~Y. A 
1920 to 1950 "One of America's Most 
Complete Stocks of Mint Foreign Sets" 

~ Pan-American 
". I.:verted Center 

#294a 
Very Fine Unused 

Net $350.00 
Other Inverted Centers both post
age and revenues in stock. 

ROBERT A. SmGEL 
124 Mamaroneck Ave. White Plains, N. Y. 

!U. S. Commemorative Blocks! 
FIne 

1294..1.40 
295 .. 1.65 
549 .. 1.10 
614 . . . 60 
615 ... 92 
617 ... 75 
627 ... 95 

JIlin_Full Orlglnal 
1628 . .. 3 .15 1724 ... . 22 

64 . ... 1.20 736 .. .. 24 
649 .... 50 738 .... 24 
650 ... 1.75 796 ... . 50 
654 .... 32 835 .... 32 
683 ... . 44 866 .. .. 33 
688 .... 26 867 .... 32 

U. S. WANTED 

Gum 
1894,. .90 

895 ... 72 
896 ... 29 
897 .. . 29 
898 ... 29 
902.. .33 
906 ... 72 

Wlil pay TOP PRICES for large holdings of the follow
Ing Mint Items: #230,231 ,285.286,294,295,323,324, 
397, 398, 648, 649. 614, 615, 616, 618, 620, 656, CIO, 
C12, C16, 021, Ql-5. Str.ight edge copies may be 
included. 
Ship Other Material lor Top Cash Off.,.. 

14~~~"!~~or~!~~ta.;~~. Y. £ 
UNITED STATES 

Uaed Good to FIn_*JllInt Fin. 
124 .... .. $1.00 1120 ..... $16. 00 #347 ...... $2 .90 

63 ....... 70 121.. .... 9 .00 480 ...... 2.00 
68 ....... 75 122 ...... 38.00. 547 ...... 1.50 
69 ...... 1.90 149 ...... 2. 45 572...... .45 
73...... .60 152 ...... 2.00 573...... .65 
76 ...... 1. 55 153 ...... 2.80 575...... .60 
77 ...... 2.70 191.. .... 7 .25 *426...... .45 
78 ...... 2.10 217 ...... 2.40 *431. ..... 1.10 

112 ...... 3.10 218 ...... 6.50 *536... .. . .80 
113...... .90 238 ...... 2.70 *657 ....... 55 
115 ...... 2.00 239 ...... 4.10 *659 ....... 15 
116 ...... 2.60 240 ...... 6.40 *560 ....... l.2O 
117.. .... 2 .80 310 ...... 1.00 *561...... .35 
118 ...... 16.00 326 ...... 1.15 *564...... .35 
119 ..... . 4 .50 330 ...... 1.10 *656 ....... 60 
Satiaf84tion guaranteed. Approv.ls included. 

H. M. MACK 
Box 162. lIlillord, New Hampshire 
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Weekly column conducted by George B. 
Sloane. 116 Nassau St .. New York 7. N. Y .. 
recognized philatelic expert and auth ority. 

Pomeroy's Letter Express Proofs 
Can anyone show a plate proof or a 

die proof of the Pomeroy Letter Express 
stamps, listed in the Locals section of the 
U. S. Catalog? Such an item might help 
greatly in a study now being made of the 
stamps issued by this independent post. 

Is there the possibility that the original 
die, or the plate itself from which these 
stamps were printed might still be in 
existence? Can anyone offer information 
along this line? The die was engraved 
by John E. Gavit, of Albany, N. Y., and 
the name "Gavit" appears at the bottom 
of each of the stamps. 

I have been in correspondence with 
Joseph Gavit, grandson, who tells me 
that his mother, upon the death of his 
father, Joseph (son of John E.), in 1887, 
subsequently sold to the Scott Stamp & 
Coin Co. a large package of sheets of 
the stamps, and the original plate, all of 
which were discovered in the safe in 
Gavit & Co.'s office. The understanding 
then made was that the plate would be 
destroyed in order to maintain the 
"value" of the stamps. It would appear 
that the number of sheets thus sold was 
a rather large quantity and this would 
support a contention previously made in 
this column that the unused Pomeroy 
stamps so commonly seen in the philatelic 
market are remainders of the original 
printings and not reprints as they were, 
so erroneously, characterized for years. 

The Pomeroy stamps were printed in 
several colors, most of which we know 
from covers were in use, but there are 
some colors which have never been seen 
used. 

Canal Zone Post Office Seal 
The Post Office Seal currently in use 

in the Canal Zone is a printing from a 
new plate. The design remains the same 
as before (Scott's No. 0 X3), a com
parison revealing no change in any of 
the details of the subject. The out
standing difference is that the new seal 
is rouletted without color where the 
former printings were rouletted in the 
color of the stamp, these color markings, 
of course, having been on the printing 
plate. The sheet size is 25 subj ects, five 
by five, and the spacing arrangement is 
changed. The horizontal rows are closer 
together, spacing 1~ millimeters in the 
new, three millimeters in the old. The 
vertical rows are spaced four millimeters 
apart while in the old the vertical spac
ing was about three millimeters. The 
shade is new, a deep slate blue where 
the old issue, while a blue, had consider
able violet in the ink. The stamp is 
printed by the typographing process and 
two of the cliches, positions 1 and 3, 
show marked defects in the outer frame 
lines. 

-

u. S. 
RARITIES 

Mint Blox of 4 
1894 UNWATERMARKED 

261 $I Ty. I, fine unhinged .. (Cat. $225) 
261A $1 Ty. II, fine unhinged .. (Cat. $350) 
262 $2, fine ................ . (Cat. $700) 

1895 WATERMARKED 

$137.50 
225.00 
350 .00 

276 $I Ty. I, very fine ... .. .. (Oat. 5125) $112.50 
276 & 276A $1 Bottom Imprint & PI. 76 

Strip of 3, Ty. I, II & II, very fine 
(Cat. $225) 175.00 

One of Each Available. 
SATISFACTION ASSURED 

WILLIS F. CHENEY 
Successor to Spencer AnderSMl-

65 Nassau Street New York 7. N. Y. 

If Your Collection is 
FOR SALE 

You Might Wantto Know That: 
1. You can receive a firm offer. 
2. It can be made at once. 
3. Settlement will be cash, whether 

three or six figures. 
4. The offer will be a fair one. 

We Can Fulfill All 0/ These 
Conditions 

British COinmemoratives 
ADEN 

13-15 Coronation . . . .. . . . . . 
28-29 Peace .. .. ....... .. .. 
30-31 Wedding .. . ....... .. 
32-35 U.P.U ...... .. .. 

KATHIRI or QUAlll STATES 
12-13 Peace .............. . 
14-15 Wedding .......... .. 
16-19 U.P.U ............. . 

ANTIGUA 
67-76 Centenary . .....•.... 
77-80 Jubilee .... .... .. ... . 
81-83 Coronation .... ..... . 
98-99 Wedding .......... .. 

100-03 U.P.U . . ........ .. .. 
10% DISCOUNT FOR U. 
Ask lor complete British 

Mint Used 
$ .25 S .35 

.10 . 16 
3.00 3.50 
3.00 2.75 

. 10 . 15 
1.25 1.75 
3.00 3.00 

37.50 40 .00 
2.35 3.00 

.25 .30 
1.10 1.35 

.50 .55 
S. FUNDS. 
Price-lists. 

F. G. ATKINSON 
3822 Prudhomme Ave .. Montreal 27, Can. 

1869 
INVERTED CENTER 
#120b 24c: Greerr & Violet 

Cat. Pric:e $1200 
We have available one used copy with 
slight thin spot ... at the 

SPECIAL PRICE OF $375 
This is an excellent opportunity to 
acquire It U. S. classic. 

Available on Apprl7llal to Responsible 
Parties 

JOHN A. FOX 

116 Nassau St. .A New York 7 

N eefus-stamps 

E stablished 1894 

E xcellent service 

F ree price list 

U nited States specialists 

S top at Hudson 

WENDOVER NEEFUS CO. 
M5 State St.. Hndson. N. Y. 
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that fateful day of February 17, 
1865. This proved a serious blow to 
the collectors of today. The true 
loss will never be fully known, for 
the complete story of Richland Pris
on can never now be told. It is the 
constant search for the correct an
swers to these problems that makes 
the collecting of Confederates so in
tensely interesting. 

Herewith I quote an excerpt from 
General Sherman's official r eport 
which bears reference to the con
fined prisoners in Richland Prison 
when he entered Columbia that sad 
'nay in February of 1805. A portion 
of this report is an follows :-"in
cluding the officers who had long 
been imprisoned there and rescued 
by us." 

Therefore, the conclusion may be 
drawn, that since we have this letter 
and cover and the report of General 
?herman's as further guidance, it 
IS a fact that Richland Prison did 
exist, and was used for the confine
ment of captured Federal prisoners. 

Likewise, further proof is added 
by a brief description and the illus
tration of the two following items. 
Figure 2 is a photo of a cover from 
the Shenfield collection. A letter 
accompanies this cover also, the 
heading of this letter is: Richland 
Jail, June 8, 1864 and the cover 
shows the "DUE 6" marking. 

Figure 8 illustrates a cover owned 
by Morris Everett. The postmark 
on this cover looks very much like 
"Wilmington, N. C.," but there is no 
doubt that this also was from Rich
land Prison. It is to be noted that 
this was from an officer. From the 
information I have been able to 
gather it seems as though a lot of 
Pennsylvania officers were confined 
in Richland Prison. 

It is through the kind generosity 
of Stanley B. Ashbroolc that I am 
able to show the illustrations of fig
ures 2 and 8. 

Following is the complete cop." 
of the letter shown in figure one. 
This was from Lieut. Chas. L. Bit
tinger to his sister, in which he ad
vises: "to be sure and enclose a dime 
f or postage through the Confed
f'rney." 

Richland Prison, Columbia, S. C 
Dec. 13, 1863 

Dear sister: 
Although I did not fu lfill my promise 

on last Sabbath thinking that I would 
receive a Jetter f rom you during the 
week, is my reason for not writing. In 
th is however I can not think why it is 
I do not receive any of your Jetters. It 
may be however that they wiJl yet com~ 
I have heard that you sent money. W hen 
I wrote Lizzie Diller I enclosed a note 
in fo rming you of this fact. In that note 

S TAM P S * June 17, 1950 
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Figure 3-Another cover from an officer imprisoned at Richland . 

I expressed my doubts as to ever receiv
ing the sum you sent. I believe now that 
I was premature in my expressions of 
apprehensions. During the week some 
half a dozen individuals in confinement 
with me have received money from home. 
Although it was a long time in reaching 
the persons for whom it was intended, it 
came through safely. So I am in the 
hopes that the money you sent me wil! 
yet come. The clothes for which we all 
stand so greatly in need of wil! in all 
probability reach us this week. We have 
sent to Richmond for them. Our govern
ment has sent to that place some ten 
thousand suits for the clothing of our 
destitute soldiers in confinement there. 
We have heard that the Rev. H. Clay 
Trumball, Chaplain of the 10th Conn. 
Regt. has reached his home in Hartford 
and the letters we entrusted to his care 
have been forwarded to their respective 
destinations. I hope that you have re
ceived mine and attended to the sending 
of the money I requested you to send 
him. 

My health is good and my wound is 
slowly healing up. Any prospects of get
ting out of the Confederacy are no better 
today than they were a month ago. In all 
probability we wil! winter in this place. 
How do you like teaching in H ....... ? 
I suppose you are having a very pleasant 
time at Aunt Peggy's. It is certainly a 

very agreeable and delightful home. I 
hope that you make yourself useful and 
agreeable to Aunt as you can. How is 
her health? I hope she is greatly im
proved since I last heard of her. Re
member me kindly to Aunt and Uncle 
and to all of my inquiring friends. I 
suppose you quite frequently meet Miss 
Emily Young. Tender to her my friendly 
regards and wishes. In writing to me 
confine yourself to domestic and personal 
matters, and do not write to long let
ters. Do not forget to enclose a dime 
for postage through the Confederacy. Be 
punctual to write once a week. I'll write 
to Bro. Joseph in a day or two. 

P. S. Direct 

As ever your brother, 
Chas. L. Bittinger. 

Lieut. Chas. L. B . . . .... r 
Prisoner of War 
Columbia, S. C 
For Flag of Truce 
Care Gen. Butler 
Fortress Monroe, Va. 

N.B. I received a week or two ago a 
letter from Bro. John.-CL.B. 

Any additional information on 
Richland Prison will be greatly ap
preciated by me. Please address me, 
R. M. Wilkinson, Box 129, Shelby, 
Ohio. 

RARE ETHIOPIA U.P.U. ON FLOWN 
REGISTERED CACHETED COVER 52.95 

Beautiful U.P.U. Covers 
Austria, first day new U.P.U . combination 

Centenary . 2 different imprinted stam ns 
air letter . .......... . . ... . ... .. 51.00 

Cuba. pail' o f Jirst day U .P .U. covers. 2 
different cachets . .. .. . ........ . 51.00 

French )lorocco, very rare cacheted U .P.U . 
first day cover .. . .. . .. . ... . .. . . 52.95 

Greece, Fine flow n fir;;t day U .P.U. cover 
with block of 4 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 51.00 

U. S. Occullation F.T.T., first day cacheten 
U.P.U. cover , getting scarce .... .. .. 5.75 

Dominican Republic, Fine flo wn U.P .U. 
cover . . ... .. . . ... ....... .. ..... 5.75 

Israel Opening of 
Traveling Post Offices 

Negev and Galilee Super ieure fine cache ted 
The p air. a t only . . . . . . . . . .. .. . . S1.00 

Israel, extremely fine cacheted mu sical cover . 
Ein Gev music fes tival, April 2nd to 8th . 
1950 ... . ..... . . . .. . .. . . .. ...... $ .7fi 

Au stria, first day new Cent.enary imprinted 
postal s ta tionery and first day new im· 
printed post card. The Pail'. . . . . . . 51.00 

Belgium, lovely cacheted first day cover . in· 
ternational fai l'. May 1. 1950 Bru ssels $.50 

Hun~ary, o ne of the most beautifnl first day 
covers we h ave 'wer seen . New lovehr 

ch ildren set. Specia l Childrens cancella· 
tion and child cachet . Shows Scouts . 
Sports and School . ....... .. ...... .7fi 

ROSL YN, L. I., N. Y. 
ROSLYN 3·3440 
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Wisconsin Federation of 
Stamp Clubs Annual 

Exhibition 

By L. A. WOLF 

THANKS to the generosity of Art 
Boyce of Madison, I was able to 

make a last minute trip to the exhibition 
of the Wisconsin Federation of Stamp 
Clubs at Manitowoc, May 12-14. I be
lieve this is one of the oldest and strong
est of the state organizations compris
ing the National Federation of Stamp 
Clubs, and this is its nineteenth annual 
convention. 

Ed Hamilton of Oshkosh, President; Wil
bur Symes, Manitowoc, Vice-President; 
Odin Christenson, Oshkosh, Secretary
Treasurer; Burleigh Jacobs, Wauwatosa, 
National Federation Representative, be
sides several Regional Vice-Presidents. 
The main business centered around a 
discussion of the proposed "Franzel" 
plan for judging of stamp shows. (Mr. 
Franzel, one of the Regional Vice-Presi
dents, comes from Slinger, Wisconsin). 
His plan has much merit, and with a few 
suggested changes will be given further 
study and examination during the com
ing year by a special committee. 

At the Saturday afternoon business meet
ing the present officers were re-elected: 

The evening activities centered around 
the annual banquet, with some 130 pres
ent. The speaker was Harry Weiss, 
editor of Weekly Philatelic Gossip. Mr. 
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STAMPS! COVERS! ALBUMS! 

UH!"-UH! UH! - UH!-
WE'RE ALL THE RAGE, SO DON'T TURN THAT PAGE 

Until You've Read of Our Added Features 
A year's subscription to our service will bring you Palmore Selections until 
July, 1951. Each of these selections will be made up of one or more of the 
following. 
(1) STAMPS. The backbone of our selections. Mint and Used. Old and New. 

Blocks. Sets. Singles. High catalogue items to Pound Mixtures. 
(2) First Day Covers of all Canada and U. S. Commemorative New Issues. on 

cachets of your choice. If not interested in covers, we will send a substitute 
selection instead. 

(3) World listings of Philatelic Agencies. 
(4) Accessories such as Tongs. Mounts. Perforation Gauges. Approval Cards. Water· 

mark Detectors. etc .. sent free of charge. 
(5) The opportunity to purchase your favorite albums. catalogues. etc.. at our 

actual cost. You save 15 % to 40 % right here. 
(6) An active exchange medium among other members. with whom you may ex

change your duplicates in a social manner. 

THESE SIX FEATURES HAVE BEEN the extent of our service the past two 
years, and during this time we have been only asked for ONE REFUND. 

AN ALMOST PERFECT PERFORMANCE - HOWEVER 
Business has been so very good, that we can now offer these additional 
features at no extra cost. 
(7) For each full year's membership r eceived. we will give a year's subscription 

(NEW. NOT RENEWAL) to your choice of the following publications. West
ern Stamp Collector. Chambers Stamp Journal. Linn 's Weekly Stamp News. or 
Mekeels Stamp News. (Please state choice). 

(8) A subscription to the "Palmoneer." Your own club magazine which contains 
many dollar·saving opportunities. 

(9) A FREE AUCTION MARKET SERVICE where you may buy and sell with no 
com missiQDS charged. 

(10) Last but not least. You may now pay for your subscription on our budget 
plan. Your sub!<Cription entitles you to all of these ten features. YOU 
WON'T BE ASKED FOR A PENNY 1I1ORE. 
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'" 
One Year's Subscription-Cash $10.50. Terms $5.00 down, $1.00 a month for 6 mos. 
Six Months' Subscription-Cash $6.00. Terms $3.50 down, $1.00 a month for 3 mos. 

Important: ALL PRICES ARE IN U. S. FUNDS. Cheques add 18c please. 
NO POSTAL NOTES. 

OUR GUARANTEE 
If after receiving one full month's selections you are for any reason dissatisfied. we will make 
full refund, and you may keep the selections already received. COULD ANYTHING BE MORE 
FAIR. 

FILL OUT COUPON AND MAIL TODAY 
THE PALMORE STAMP EXCHANGE CHECK YOUR INTERESTS 
Box 31, Strasbourg, Sask., Canada D British Colonies 

D United States 
Dear Sirs: 

Please find enclosed my 
f.oubscription to your service. 

remittance for the following D Foreign D Mint 

D 1 Year (Paid Up) .$10.50 D 6 Mos. (Paid Up). $6.00 
D 1 Year (Budget).. 5.00 D 6 Mos. (Budget).. 3.50 

(Prices are in U. S. Funds, Cheques Add 18c) 

NAME ................................•.........••• 

ADDRESS ... ... ... •......................•..••.•••• 

CITY ...........•.......... .....• STATE ...• • ..•••••• 

NPS #4074 

D Used 
D I COLLECT F. D. CO\'ERS 
D Blocks 

Other Interests .. .. . ..... ... . 

THE PALMORE STAMP EXCHANGE 
BOX 31, STRASBOURG, SASK •• CANADA 
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Weiss formerly lived in Shorewood, a 
suburb of Milwaukee, so his return as 
speaker was in the nature of a home
coming. His speech took its name from 
his familiar column in Gossip, "The In
side Straight," and dealt with methods 
of detecting forgeries by means of mod
ern scientific methods, including the use 
of infra-ray machines. It was an excel
lent talk, almost overwhelming in the 
information he gave, and I know I was 
greatly surprised to find that it was near
ly midnight as he closed. If you find 
that Mr. Weiss is giving this talk or 
one similar in your vicinity, by all means 
plan to attend. You will never regret it. 

The Foot-loose Filatelists held a meet
ing and initiation after the banquet 
which lasted into the wee small hours, 
just how long I could not tell for I 
finally gave up and belatedly sought my 
bed. The F. F. are doing a grand work 
in encouraging the younger collectors 
and the Wisconsin Pane as usually pre
sented two cups to the junior exhibitors. 
More power to you F. F. 

Sunday morning one of the WFSC 
affiliates, The Wisconsin Postal History 
Society, held its annual meeting and elec
tion 0 f officers, and the afternoon was 
devoted to looking at the various stamp 
displays and friendship renewals charac
teristic of the WFSC and other con
ventions. 

As to the exhibition, was glad to see 
that more exhibitors are showing other 
countries besides the U. S., and there 
were a goodly number of U.P.U., Israel, 
British Colonies, Topicals, Poland, pre
cancels, etc. I thought the displays of 
the Postal History group were excellent, 
in fact, for research, dominated the dis
plays. 

The judges, Ben Reeves, of Chicago; 
Hlalter Briak, of Genesee Depot, Wis
consin, and Har·ry Weiss, of Holton, 
Kansas, gave the Grand Award to Ray 
V an Handel of Sheboygan, for his splen
did study of the postal history of She
boygan County, Wis. Mr. Handel also 
won the President's Award for the ex
hibit judged to be most interesting to 
visitors. The second award went to Leo 
1. Topolillski of the Milwaltkee Philatelic 
Society, for a fine exhibit of Polish 
Prisoner of War material, and the third 
award to Erwin Franzel of Slinger, for 
a specialized study of U. S. airmails, 
stamps, and envelopes. In the Junior 
claS'ses, 6-8th grades, Rody Schmidt and 
Mike Newman, both of Wauwatosa, took 
first and second; and in the 9-12th grade 
division, Michel Stone, Green Bay, and 
Roger Schnell, Sheboygan. 

The thanks of the WFSC go to the 
host club, the ~nitowoc Philatelic So
ciety, and to the hard-working, but al
ways genial, Wilber Symes, on whose 
broad and capable shoulders much of the 
success of the show rested. The Mani
towoc Club came up with a new idea 
in display frames that would be es
pecially effective when the convention 
hall is small. The 1951 WFSC show 
will be held in Madison and the 1952 has 
already been awarded to Sheboygan. 

* * * 
In the above paragraphs I mentioned 

the Wisconsin Postal History Society, 

June 17, 1950 * S TAM P S 
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HOBBY 
INTERESTS 

PICI'ORlAL PHOTOGRAPHY 

EARLY EVANSVILLE 
mSTORY 

EARLY OHIO RIVER 
STEAMBOATS 

STA..1dP COLLECTINC 

MEMBER: COLLECTORS CLUB. 
S.P.A. 9 A.P.S •• C.P. S. 

~.-- "u-<cl' .@-u ... -----.~ 

CJfenry fA. ?neyer 
MATHEMATICS DEPARTMENT· CENTRAL HIGH SCHOOL 

RESIDENCE 516 READ STREET 

TELEPHONE 6380 

EVANSVILLE· INDIANA 
11 

~.----- •• ~ •• @>-n •. -----.~ 
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PHILATELIC 
LINES 

omo & MISSISSIPPI RIVER 
PACKEr COVERS 

CERMAN POSTAL mSTORY 

FRENCH REVOLUTIONARY 
a NAPOLEONIC COVERS 

CAPE TRIANCLES 

EARLY BRAZIL 

BAWAU 
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April 9, 1950 

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook, 33 N. Fort Thomas Ave., Fort Thomas, ~. 
Carbon copy to Mr. Van Dyk Mac Bride, 744 Broad St., Newark 2, N.J. 

Dear Stan: 

I have received from Mac the four covers you loaned him, the tracing 
from the Milton Moses cover, and photographs of two of Mac's covers. i 
am supposed to stu~ the several exhibits and report to the two of you 
what I find. regarding the town of use of the STEAM mark: whether New Or
leans or Natchez. 

I hauled out mw own covers with Natchez and New Orleans marks: 5 
from Natchez and 13 from New Orleans, bearing the marks in question. New 
Orleans had a number of other marks which do not enter into this st~. 
I find. that the whole subject is so complicated that it requires much 
more than just a hasty comparison and a yes or no answer to your theory. 

Right now, I can't find time for that. I am absolutely tied up through 
April 25, and perhaps a couple of ~s longer. Beginning April 12, I will 
be out of the cit,y four d~s at the National Council of Mathematics Teachers 
convention; the week after, I will be aw~ two d~s at the Indiana Council 
of Mathematics Teachers annual meeting. Just to make life more interesting, 
the grading period ends while I am aWff3. After I get back, it will take me 
several d~s to get dug out. To everybo~ who writes me about steamboat 
maMs, and they are ma.n;r, I am saying, "Wait till Mff3. Through April, I am 
all tied Up." I have to postpone action to you two, also, until this busy 
season is over. Stan, I hope I do not inconvenience you too much qy holding 
your covers (and Mac, your photographs) until near the end. of the month. If 
you need them, a postal card will bring them back by return mail. 

Stan, I also owe you a reply to your letter of Feb. 20. I don't know 
when I can get to that. It will take hours SJ.'ld hours to do anything with it. 
lJearly everything contained in it is so completely at variance with my under
standing of the w~ steamboat mail was handled, that we will either have to 
have a "meeting of the minds" and come to a common Ullderstanding, or we must 
admit that the whole subject is such chaos that it is useless to write on it 
at all. It will take longer just to answer your letter, than to write an 
article. I'll do it when I can. 

For both of you, here are some photogr~hs for your records. They are 
described and owners named on the back. Mac, I took only the word WAY from 
your 10¢ Confederate cover, so it is useless to send a print of that • ... 

I realize that I am only borrowing time by postponing action, but right 
now, I cannot do otherwise. 

Yours sincerely, 
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r:r. IIenry A. J.~eyer , 
516 Read St., 

Evansville, Ind. 

Dear Henry: 

Again reforring 
file this 1 ettQI' \lith tho 
you find time to \7I'ita me, 

April 14, 1950. 

yours of April 9th 
. on this subject .. ~~ ..... 

lot ma knm"' if 
any explanation for the 1'0110 Ii 

Here is a photo of a Charleston. S.C. cover with 
"STEAl!-BOAT" and a laree "2" - apparently a Duo of 2~ for tho 6; 
Steamboat Fee. This "STEAH-BOAT" marking 1s apprently the 0 
same ns the one on tho cover, photo of which you sent me with l.J 
a 3~ '51 plus A. 1~~ '51 tied by the srune postmnrk and adclresse 
to "South Santoo" (no such P.O . listed in the 1859 official 2 
list). ~ 

r~~ qu~ry is this - Hhy 2!t due on ono HS a S. R. fee 
and only l¢' on the other? \ as the fOl'nar a SHIP foe - and tho 
lattcl' n "propaid \7ny fee" of 1f!? hat is your guosn. 

I noto thnt you will reply to 11'1 letter of Feb. 20th 
at u later data. 

I \van nurprlsed thnt you had differont idoas. 

Rogards -

Yours etc., 

... 



.-

!r. Henry A. eyer, 
516 Read Street, 

Van Dyk Mac Bride 
744 Br'Jad Streo1 
Newark 2. ~ • .1, 

Evansville 11, 1ndib.na. 

Dear Henry: 

Apri 3rd, 1950. 

In a recent letter to Stanley Ashbrook I referred to the 
comment you had made to me in your letter of March 11th, re that STE 
hands tam. on the New Orleans cover hich was Lot #527 in the r 'cent 
Costales-Gehrmann sale. You said that if it was ic.ent~cal v.rith the 
one on my N.O.P.O. PrOVisional cover postmarked November 11, 1861, 
that it we:a.s one hlch you had "definitely identified as New Orlea.ns, 
NO'l' Natchez". 

I had just sent a N.O.~ . 0. cover belonging to Yilton oses 
of Lynchburg, Va. to Stanley for .hotographlng, which <::.150 had the 
STE handstcl.lnp, and Stanley nOl writes that he thinks YOIl are rong 
an.d that the marking was put on at Natchez. He made a trecing of the 
STEAM mark on that cover, and sent it to me along with four early U.S. 
NeT: Orleans covers showing similar ST~ handstamJs. He pOints out 
that the tracing of the one on the Moses cover might match that on the 
cover he h as ar ed A, that it does match the one on cover D, but that 
it lffers from the regular strike of this handstamp as used at New 
Orleans on covers B and C. I am now sending this material to you here
wi t h o 

~,.a~ .. Along i th it I am sending you my photo prints of the two 

~
-:) ew Orleans covet's ~ hich I referred to first above, so that you can see Jan compare the STEA markings thereon. When you have finished, please 
~,return the latter two prints to me, ana the other material direct to r? tanley AshbI'oo~. 

One more point on this. Stanley says that the black ink 
on the STE marking on the oses cover aiffers fro~ the other strikes 
on i .. t. Apparently this leads hi to oelieve that the STE mark was 
put on at a different lace and/or time th n the other markings, and 
therefore th~t it ,as a "source" marking applied u)on arrival at 
Natchez. Ho ever, I QuId like to polnt out that as Moses' N.O.P.O. 
cover was a ~ .~. Provisional, prepared and sold prior to use and mail
ing, that it is quite .ossible that the sender took it home with him 



.. 
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to some river point, mailed it some days later via a river noat, that 
it was then carried into New Orleans where the STE handsta p WClS ap
plied and it , .. as sent on to :Natchez. This would account for the dif
ference in ink bet een it and the N.O.P.O.-Rid ell strikel1, jllcept 
that the dated double-circle Ne Orleans ~ostmar as probably applied 
at,the same time as the ST~A , an its ink should li~ewise aiffer from 
the other markings, and be at least somewh~t similar to the ST~ , 
if this theory i~ correct I 

The original cover is now on its way nacK to Mr . Moses, 
but probably Stanley's iJhotogra hs of it wlll tell us e ough to deter
mine this' pOint. I am senuing him a copy of this letter, and I will 
ask him to forwara an extra print of the Moses cover to you. I think 
we would all then liKe to have your com. lents, by means of a letter 
either to me or to Ashbrook, with a carbon copy to the other one of 
us. 

MacB/HK -----.... ~ ...-

Best regards. 

Since;r:ejy, 

c" ';~ 

/.----- .... ~. S~tanlm::. - Glad you found that I had acknowledged receipt of those 
two lots of covers. You have since had report on same, ~nd check for 
those I purchased. Please now deduct the 91¢ postage lowe you for 
returning the covers to Moses, from my credit balance of $1.75, leav
ing you owing me 64¢. Note you approve our handling of Everett's 
Wytheville cover, and that one of the two postmarks on the Moses' 
N.O.P.O. cover was a correctiop, and that neither was a "control mark". 
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EARLY OIDO RIVER 
STEAMBOATS 

STAMP COLLECTING 

MEMBER: COLLEcrQRS CLUB, 
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Dear Stan: 

~,-----,,~,,~,,-----.~ 

qjfenry fA. rrneyer 
MATHEMATICS DEPARTMENT. CENTRAL HIGH SCHOOL 

RESIDENCE 516 READ STREET 

TELEPHONE 5-6380 

EVANSVILLE. II.INDIANA 

~.----- .. ~ •• @;n .. -----• ....§Y;N 

+-"n-@"@).-n"-)
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LINES 
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GErulAN POSTAL HISTORY 

FRENCH REVOLUTIONARY 
& NAPOLEONIC COVERS 

STEAMBOAT COVERS 

CAPE TRIANGLES 

BRAZIL· HAWAII 

-(-.• ~. '@N..o .. _)-

June 4, 1950 

~oda¥ is mw first chance to write to you about the many accumulated 
letters from you. I em replying to you and Hac jointly about the Nel'l' 
Orleans VB. natchez STI',AM mark. I e.m replying to you in a separate letter ~ 
regarding your letter of Feb. 20. This letter, then, is a sort of catch-
all for everything else. 

Thanks for all the p..l'lotographs you have sent me: the two of D. A. 
Somdal's covers, the one of the Uontgomery with "6" in rectangle, and the 
5c 1857 used into Nashville, perhaps a prepaid Steam fee. I em very glad 
to have all these. 

NOll comes the cover with the great big "2" applied at Charleston. 
I had another cover loaned to me (I forget now by whom) with this same 
mark, also applied at C&1rleston. I took a PhotograPh, but not full size. 
I enclose a print for you, although I know it is not as good for record 
purposes as an exa,ct-size print. At the time, I did not happen to have 
any 5x7 films. It was one of those dark brown envelopes, hence the ugly 
look. 

I regard the two covers with the big "2" as showing a "steamboat due" 
fee. I have a good ~ such covers with steamboat due 2 in my recorda, 
and I possess a couple of them of the post-1861 period. You suggest a 
"ship" fee -- and that reminds me of something I want to discuss with you 
in the near future, namely, the exact nature of the steam fee. 

Now the other question, why the lc on the cover with the 3c and lc 
stamps? Naturally, I could be a prepaid \(~ fee, and we believe there is 
such a thing. But I don't think it is that; for the categories ... team and 
Way are two different things. If Steam or Steamboat, it wasn',t Way; if 
'fJ~, it wasn't Steam. The marking says it wS.s Steam(boat). In that case, 
either the postIll8.eter let it go without marking it lIDue 1,11 or at that par
ticular time the postmaster believed (or understood) that there was no extra 
clarge for the Steam fee. If there was no extra charge, the lc was wasted. 
The Steam or Steamboat fee was either 2c, or it was nothing; it was never lc 
except on Lake Erie. 

I am now convinced that there was a great non-uniformity of policy in 
regard to charging or not charging the 2c Steam fee at different post offices 
and even at the same po!t't office at different times. When I do mw article on 
"The J:'roblem of Extra Steam and 7{~ Fees," I will lust some covers which bear 
out row belief that much difference of pol~cy existed. 

Enough for tonight. Yours sincerely, 

~ 
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EARLY BRAZIL 

BA'f'fAD 

June 4, 1950 

To Stanley:B. Ashbrook, with carbon copy to Van Dyk Mac :Bride. 

Dear Stan: 

I promised to work over the liJ'ew Orleans and lTatchez STEAM marks in 
~, but I am running a little behind schedule. Tod~ is absolute~ row 
first cha.nce even to think about them. !~ school closed Fri~, and I 
can now give some thought to philatelic matters. MY mind has been so 
far from stamps, covers, and postal markings for several months that I 
find it a little hard to get ba~k in the groove. 

The proElem before us is the mark STEAM on two covers belonging to 
Van Dyk Mac :Bride, and on one belonging to Milton Mosee. The specific 
question is," whether the word was a~plied at New Orleans or at Natchez. 

I have carefully studied your covers marked A, :B, and C (with post
mark of New Orleans) and D (without postmark, but obv~ously Natchez. I 
have also studied Mac's two photographs with town mark of l.'Tew Orleans, 
and with the word STE.All applied at ? and the traCing of the 
Moses cover on which the word STEAM waS applied at ? Then, 
in order to have more basis for comparison, I got out all 'III:! covers on 
which the words appear which could possibly come into the C8.se. Some 
New Orleans covers were purposely omitted as having no bearing on the 
case: the very small word STEAM of 1828, the very large word S':IEAM of 
the Confederate period, the shaded roman wora. STEAM found on Uesbi tt 
envelopes, and the encircled word STEAM and "5" or "10." 

I have 5 covers with STEAM applied, I believe, at Natchez; and 12 
or 13 covers with the appropriate word STE.AM applied, I believe, at u.O. 
Some of the latter are very poor strikes and do not help the stu~ muCh. 
I made traCings and studied them. I come to the following conclusions: 
1. Even among strikes from the same handstamp, there is enough variation, 
dte to heaviness of strike, direction of blow, amount of ink, and state 
of wear, to make perfect matching difficult. 
2. The main difference between the Natchez device and the N.O. device is 
the distance between the S and the T of S~ In the ~atchez deVice, the 
two letters are considerably farther apart. 
3. I find two different devices used at Natchez: one used on letters dated 
1830 (Ashbrook), 1831 (Uorbeck), and 1867 (Meyer); the other on letters 
dated 1844, 1849, 1861, and 1867 (all Heyer). On the fonner, the S and T 
are even farther apart than on the latter. 
4. I find that neither the New Orleans tracings which I made, nor the Nat
chez tracings which I also made, fit either the Mac :Bride covers or the 
lloses traCing perfe ctly, but I find that the New Orleans tracings ~ fit 
them better than the Uatchez tracings do. 
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In order that you can do further st~ and agree or disagree with my 
findings, I am enclosing not only your covers and tracing from the Moses 
cover, but all of my new Orleans and Natchez covers. Make some tracings 
and fit them on. I think you will find that my four conclusions are not 
entirely wrong. If we disagree on the fourth conclusion, then we disagree 
and I am sorry that we do, but that is what I find. 

I want to point out that on your cover D, the S of STEAM, which is 
near~ uninked but still impressed in the paper, is considerably farther 
from the T than it is on the Moses tracing which you s~ fits it. I have 
~ightly pencilled an S on the Natchez cover just below where my eyesight 
tells me the S should be. I note a slight doubling of the stroke on the 
Natchez cover D, but the doubling is vertical and therefore does not in
terfere with our study of the spacing. 

Please do not return iXBBB my covers for a weck or two, even if you 
answer my letter as soon as you usually do. FIold on to them a little 
while. There is a possibility of my getting to Cincinnati inside of a 
week or so, in which case I might call you up and if you are at home, 
run over to see you. I would lim to see your photographic equipnent, 
your famous records, and other things. It might help me to systematize 
my stuff a little better. So please hold onto the covers until you hear 
from me again, either in person or by mail. 

Yours sincerely, 



Mr. Henry A. ~yer, 
516 Read treet, 

Evansville, Indiana. 

Dear Henry: 

.. , 

June 6th, 950. 

. 
:' 

Thank yo for the cOpy of your most interestin letter to Stanley 
Ashbrook of Jun1 4th . 

r th t at least at the res nt time, th~t you still think 
that t e fiT andstam s on those Ne Or e n Confeder~te Provisional 
envelopes, VIere ut on ""t r ew Orleans, l&.ther than at atchez, to .hieh 
place they were Elddressed. Perhaps the fUrther studies you .lan, and 
.. ost partlcul rly if you get to CIncinnati for visit ith Ashbrook, 
will resilt in a more definite conclusion. I shall look forward ith 
keen interest to he&.ring from you and/or Ashbrook on this, and also as 
to the result of any discussion you ay have -lth him regardin, the 
.anner i1'l 1i h cil steamooat mai of that period was handled. 

I Q.on't be leve I ever sent you the lithln before. In my search 
for Confederate STEA. markings, my eood fr_end E rl ea.therly of Greens
boro, N. C. sent me the!:.e s petcLes of three 01' hi s cOVers. 'hile the 
only steamboat inaication on one of them is a manuscript endorsement 
on a cover used from Montgomery, Al • with a 10 #2 Conft:derate stamp, 
one of t..l-te others has the Cmfe(.erate STc, 7 handstamp put on at New 
Orleans. The third h. s the (u. S~" >-IT 6 circular m rklng, and a New 
OI'leans pos traark da tel..o. ~2 5, ld6l, - which 1 s of course an after-se
cession usage of these U.3. ';.aul'klngs. 

I thought you l1ight liKe to note these for your records. If you 
anted to see the orig'nal covers for any reason, I am sure that eatherly 

would send them if you asked him for the... Please return the enclosed at 
your convenien~e. 

So far as I ~m concerned there is no hurry about any of thi ... 
, 1 just look for ,'aro wl th interest to hearing from you further at a 
tel' date. 

acB/HK 
c . c.: . B.Ashbrook 

L.L.ShenfielQ 

CordiallY yours, 
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June 15, 1950 

Hr. Stanley E. Ashbrook; carbon copy to Mr. Van Dyk Mac :Bride. 

DefIX Stan: 

Then we came over to your place the second tir.le, on l.!on~, I used the 
Post Office Lists for 1828, 1829, 1834, and 1840 , so we can save sending 
those through the mail. :But I could. not use those for lB36 and 1837 in a 
hurry, because the lists in them are not 'by states, but run through the whole 
country, alJ;)habetically. That means fish out Indiana, and in particular S. 'I7. 
Indiana. So if you will send me those, any time convenient to you, I will 
talre care of thet'l very quickly and will have them on their w~ back to you 
within 24 hours. ~lat will then close the gap till 1840, inclusive. TIill 
you send me those two, please, as soon as convenient for you? 

This summer will be a fine time for me to receive the Post Office Lists 
and Postal Guides. All SUImner long, I can handle them within 24 hours, often 
sooner. Usually I will have them on their W3'3 back to you 'by the evening mail 
collection of the same dB\Y' when they come on the morning mail. Two at a time 
would be fine. We can thus clean them up pretty fast. 

Your lS28 book is dated 1827 on the outside. Inside it is dated Jan. , 
1828 , CX) vering the year 1827. After that, I think the inside date is also 
the outside date. In the early years you have them sometimes every year , but 
sometimes uith years jumped. Do you know of the existence of any volumes in 
between those which you have? If so, I want to be looking for a chance to 
horrow them. l.tr list is confused. I have a list s~i:ng that you have : 
1828, 29, 32, 34, 36, 37, 38, 39, 41, 42, 51, 57, 61 , 63 and then la.ter years. 
I used 1828, 29, 34, ~·o (411) and could not use 36, 37 . 
But what about 1832? 18381 18391 
Did I make a mistake a.nd take do'\'7ll yea.rs of P.E. G. '~reports? Right now, we 
do not want to start on P.: .3-. ,~ Reports; iTe want to clean up post office lists 
first, before going into postal routes. 

At any rate, it uill be a great help to us if we can have these from you, 
and I can promise you ~~ick action. The favor will be reflected in the greater 
completeness of the lists eventually to be published in our Soutlli'/estern In
diana. Postal liistory Bulletins. 

I am going to write to Elliott Perry about his writings on Express l.!ail 
of the 50'~. But meanwhile, it would help if you would look on my behalf in 
the P.l!. G.I,s Reports of the early 50',9, perhaps also late 40',6, and find what 
routes are listed as, .. :prevailing betueen Boston, Alba.n;y, and New York City. 
It IIla\Y' not SBtV anything about express mail routes, but if they are railroad 
routes, 179 can proba')ly assume, until I hear from Elliott, that those were 
the Express l~il routes, b.Y contrast with stage coach routes or mounted post 
rider routes. 
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Now we come to the matter which causes me to include Mac in this letter, 
the whole first ~ge of which p'~obably bored him, unless he skipped it. This 
matter is the question of the marking STEAl~, whether Hew Orleans or lifatchez. 

We have been trying to match up the ID..'U'king on Uac'13 cover, and on the 
Hi 1 ton l.!oses cover, with 0'Ul' i'atchez or our Tew Orleans STZlAlA marks. For the 
moment, le·t.'~ act as thoU6h ~ he.d never seen a l\"e\7 Orleans or a l-Jatchez STEAM 
mark, and let ' .s study the history of the cover as shown by its marldngs. let.l,s 
review the descriptions of the covers: 
Origin: We canlt determine. Perhaps N.O., perhaps some smaller place. 
Destination: ITatchez. 
St~: On one cover, 5c Confederate; on other, no st~. 
Tovm mark: 11ew Orleens_ 
Other m8:rks: (1) P.O. 5 OTS./N.O.P.O., on one used as killer, on other as 

evidence of pre~ent. 
(2) J. L. RIDDELL, P.M. 
(3) STEAM 

Suppose neither you nor I had any other New Orleans or Natchez STEAM 
marks to compare this one with; sup~ose we had only this cover before us. 
\nlat 'I1ould you then sa;y, at what place the word STEAM had been applied? 

I would say, fiAt Hew Orleans. II You would ask, "'\1h;v? II I would answer, 
II Be cause that is where the letter went into ~ mail. The words STEAM, 
STE.AMBOAT, and "rAY were e.pplied to a letter at the place where it went into 
the mail, after having made at least a short journey outside the mail --
on a boat, in the pocloot of a post rider, etc. It must have been carried 
first as a IIloose letter ll (not in a mail bag) before it was handed in at a 
post office. C'llen you would ask, "F...ow do you know it went into the mail at 
lIe'l1 Orleans?" to 'I1hich I 'I1ould reply t "Eere is the town roark of lTew Orlean s." 

~ould you agree 'I1ith mc, or disagree with me, thus far? If you under
stand the marks STEAM, S~Al.l:BOAT, and :.tcr to mean what I u.'1derstand them to 
mean, I believe you would agree with me: That the letter originated at some 
town, landing, or plantation other than Hew Orleans itself, was brought to 
iiew Orleans as a "loose letter, II there struck with the 1".0. town mark and. 
the word S~4. It then went its '11~ in a mail bag to Natchez, and of course, 
received no further lik~lClng there. (~e can at this time leave out of the dis
cussion the ~uestion, how and when the mark ED. 5 CTS./N.O.P.O. got on the 
letter. ~lat has no bearing, that I can see, on the word STnAM. 

The whole trouble comes when we try to match up the word STEAl{ with known 
marks of ~:;ew Orleans and. of :Tatchez. You e:re sure it is liatchez. I am not sure, 
but believe it comes a little closer to a IT.O. mark than to the j;~atchez IMrk. 
Suppose, ~or the moment t that you can convince me that it is a Natchez mark4 
Then we have got to account for the fact that a letter which went into the 
mail at J:Tew Orleans, and vrhich went from Rew Orleans to ~atchez in a mail b~t 
was struck with the mark STEAl! at l;o.tchez. ~70nlt that be pretty hard to ac
count for? Perhaps in st~ing the N. O. and .l:Tatchez STEAM roarks, I have been 
lmduly influencec1 .. by rrry 0'l7Il line of argument above. :But at arw rate, if a 
letter which went b'IT mai'J. from l~.O. to lTatchez was marked STEAl.! at ITatchez, 
I can thi!L~ of onlY-two-explanations: (1) that the cover is a freek; in this . 
ce.se, that two oj,' t":ree such covers are freelcs. (2) That all t:.at ue think ue 
1010\7 about the marks STEAl!, STEAl.!BO_4..T, end riAY is chaos and it is useless to 
rite, study, or discuss further. hould you VTant to admit that? I hope it will 

not be necessary. After st~ing this letter and~ letter in uhich I sent AI' .. 
you tne covers for study, please give me further ideas. ~ours Sincerely, ~ 



~~ . Van D,yk ~cBrido , 
7'14 Bro'c1 St . , 

/0 ark 2 , • • J . 

lJear l_~O! 

Juno 23, 1950. 

J. m."o ifl f'~ copy of a l ottnr I have t oday m."' i tton Henry 
l.~eyel". After clue study of tho COV01~. thut he sent no I n o. t hink 
that ~he:,c 1s little question i-h t 1 c :ls correct, - viz - that 
the .i 'eHm" 1 ,-.rkinp, nn tho l:ilton oses 118,1 OI·lenn .. cO'\JP!' was f1.ot 
ap)licd ',:." 1! . ,('heY . ,I' is ionlc" :U.(iCf to th.t t:10 'ooos Cr)VGr' ~a 
l10t 01 .. 1....;110:to t .. ·0 I Or1 a.: ... <l lJ,t < .. 11"oU ht into th~ t office by 
0. cOP.t~· .ct .-~11 bo't . ~lhi9 aioe .. , th uostton - an th:!.s A 
I . n : :::, . ht ridEt _p'd dond. <~cld in dV.1.ee l)y the 1 . 0 . otfica or ,\1 S 
i t 10 1.,.. hanG. .. ·t~:.:'I')CcL r 9 r.t~ID \i "n it ,[ c.bllv(~:,,"'ed. to tl e 1 . . ? 
Of C lU!'SC, t L out-of-to\~ ", it r COl It. l .. uve d'l. ."..,lied 1 d. .. 1f 011' ;'lith 
0. S'{r )1 .. ,' 0 .. : tl .,;.0 " 1):('{;visiol1.al ~nVf 10 ... ' f/' but \lhy _.ot ate. _£,3? 

])id you not(-l th t tIlt) "WO )O~ t 3r:s are diff'w.'c:nt - Toto 
th )lhcoJ..ent 01' the "F-II to tho 1/ I' orlealls . ihat i;-, your 6ues s 
ree;ll'dinG cr·use t. o? 'arl th~ 1I1G" an orror and wan croscod out? 
But lhy .... <ilffc:r:"ont Bta lpa ., to COf'I'ect the error', 

You s etc ., 



June n3, 1950 • 

. Wr . TIe nry ' . . ~oyer, 
516 Rend t . , 

Nannvill o, I nd. 
Ii 

Doar He.11"'Y': 

I r..av( been so busy I lw.von1 t ha.d a ch ance t o settle doom 
and go OVtll' you!' r&ce.at lottc,rs . 

In .r0Ul' lottor of Apr. 9th y ou enclosed :fou v ery int e:r
o sting photo-., ... 'int:'l . .6 in - ly I tIlE nl~ you f o r those • 

• <1t::. dill£.; Ch rlesto.l " '~ . (I . Peo cov,,'Y,'!'; . OU·" n!'int of the 
Henry II . I clch COV( r 8}'0 lS ::)I~ 1'lt. rrO.H51). I h! Vf' n ~ ay~ c< l I ed 
COy J:',' like t"is 'int;o Cj!,t pIt:;'. to:: ~ 'J . C. - "nr pai( ., y (~OV JI' ' . tI IIO'I
oVEn"l thiB O"le f lw' ·'lSt;n. .. ,d ".,tcnI.-Bo. t . ' s YOU\7ill l'oc.all the 
uhenfl0 tel nov,_ ilft a ~).; 1801 -- ,tt--:. a::e "'ST ,I ll - BOAT" ; .nr1c:1.:ns and n 
1nr80 I 2" - s U'cly "D to I rd. Ir.. 1 z: ... l'Ct;;cr 1; ') ~~()U of.pr:tl lo;th, I 
put tl e C!.uer~i '.0 <')U - q,~... i ~ t'l--tc (. s :vr? :flY' ~" Oll. O. (1 nne" ~. f'eo of 
11 011 t 11(l Ot11 'I'? I Lnvc H r -IC01',).J.. nu.1c0r 0_ covor.) ~Ll1l/ 0 Charles-
ton 5 1(/.1~1, I' If}, 1 - pll,'!.f l~{ IfJ:Il but .,110 file}l covor n~' to be 
the only oue Il;]:od "BTl·AU-DO T .. II ;. 'd.s ~ ~f.)f> 10 ,"'ondor if t te 1. trkine 
was m or ~or. -)i(- :Li; lctually c . iVG t the u'lapJv ton ~ O. 1'1' 0.1 a 
s tOflM vBnnol? :1:, cop .. 1<1 '1. 'VO J,)0en r.n ( "'::'or ~ .. 1. 1 and. tn: p ... nu. 

l'.l~ lv,' . n l'oc oru 0':: t .!'oe 

J1UlO ·'l.th. .t )( li0ve tlL'lt ~ ry rtf. k k. 'bove 
";'F';";""-p ..... lll"y-T'€-O-"-a...-lO-, ---C;15U1. I . .1 . -It • u t_ is pos s ille the ory -

' . '. J.1 rou\;o by vrlt " into Cl:l '_.'. to ... 1 cv:.lld lL .. ve cl"..Ul'e;ed 
0. .a:y 'e of l~~ ano,. of C01.11.'['e l "ueh - fee co'~ 1d vo been p epaid -
Al's o n non- contl'-nct . hip bringinG n l"tt( r 1r to Ch.",rleston ~as ent i tled 
t o a Flhip fee of ~!I.. TIl is nny bo t.o CO£'L'oct solution. 

r -tnr li.le: re :lth -.;1I,;lJ. .;.an,," t,>n;.~m , yom'" 
YOU1"' thl'"t tn (13) ~!,. Orlean? COV,l'S . I 

:Ink your be~t 'xu.lplt is tho 18f~9 COVGr fd<l! 3sed '*;0 CaJ1";0 1 '5 .. ::'8 " In 
my opinion tJ is II ,,:La. II u c· w~ _lH s~vi mil. )1,- a:.h litd ,t l:r.tc;1.ez , f:nd I nC!"Gc 
71th you thut t .. is "'dr.':"..1.3 .0"; t .. l S le ~... t.6 ono on td'"" "ilto ~osos 

cover , -0 th t disposes 01' t}\' t III ·zlo. Th "8" is (,l.ite distinct vo 
and can as i1y be i: en t~ if ad • 

• 



\ 

Deal' Stan, 

EZRA D. COLE 
Rare Postage Stamps 
NY ACK " NEW YORK 

Commissions . Appraisals 

TELEPHONE NYACK 7-0964 

~fednesday July 1.2, 1950 

dhen you have youngsters you are only sure 
of one thing and that is that something will happen. 
Vfuile we worry we have reached the stage now so that 
we take them in stride. Susan is' better and will 
come home from the Hospital probably tomorrow so the 
doctor advised us yesterday but of course he can't 
be sure. Nhat we will do then we don't know and I 
will do my best to find out so we may be able to make 
some plahs. 

He Western Franks. I was suspicious too. 
But I did check with the finder and all his stories 
checked up all right, and they checked with what he 
told other people and if he had been making them or 
making up the story he would have slipped up by now, 
if not before. In my opi_uon if he was a faker he 
would have had to have sources , for his envelopes, genuine 
used ones of course, from a new find. If he had these 
he could make them of course but he could just as easily 
made FAR RARER ones, more saleable ones and in better 
condition. Besides this he could have asked MUCH higher 
prices. He practically gave the first ones away, at such 
a low price he would have lost money. And he don1t have 
any more. He sure would supply some more now he knows 
what they are worth if he makes them. All this is 
just my belief and not proof. 

As to perhaps proof: They look all right 
to me, I'v checked them with other covers. The ROUTES 
check with known information. The various advertisments 
of the express check with dates in papers of the towns 
where they ran and opperated. If they are fakes they 
are clever ones I'll say that. If they are fakes he will 
make some"'more and we will find out in due time. 

wrote you about the Knapp cover. I looked at 
your photos and sent them back as promised for I did not 
want anyone seeing them here or gett" dope from 
me. Yours, 



TJt-..-JQ- • If •. ~~cott Pt)lland, 
Albert Bldg., 

San RafaGl~ Calif. 

Dell~" Deetor: 

~Tuly 7, 19E50. 

Here is a print of the cover th~tj \7(1.8 sent to me 
by Jo}l.'I1 Stine . nlHo 0. photo of 0. photo-print. The lotter 
is onl~' fl. face of a cover and the:! 0 mer IlnS1J.res me that tho 
"PORTOn of tho ntdress and postmnrk is JlOrORTO,PORTUGAI,.1I 
1]:.\- \l iC of' th:1.n l'i.'u>l<:ine; on a lette!" to Portue;al is lilost un
'l1ru·,l. I am also ~H.nd~.r.-3 l~dGa:r prints of these two. 

I will repcrt later 011 tho Con.fednratt, colJ.ection. 
It is 1";:'1 belief th.:':\. t tl1:ls ~)h()uJ.c1 not be bl"oken UI). If' you 
decide to :: ell it, it v:ould l'l":tn:, ~ hbettcr p1~ice aH ~. '.11101e, 
rath~r tl:.an if .. 'old Sepn?!ll"CoJ.y. • 

... 
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MATTHEW E. HAZELTINE, M. D. 

W. SCOTT POLLAND, M. D. 

HOWARD HAMMOND JR., M. D. 

ARNOLD A. NUTIING, M. D. 

GRACE DICKSON KLEISER, M. D. 

AL.BERT BUILDING 

SAN RAFAEL. CALIFORNIA 

TELEPHONE SAN RAF"AEL 6120 



MATTHEW E. HAZELTINE, M. D. 

W. SCOTT POLLAND, M. D. 

HOWARD HAMMOND JR., M. D. 

ARNOLD A. NUTrING, M. D. 

GRACE DICKSON KLEISER, M. D. 

ALBERT BUILDING 

SAN RAFAEL, CALIFORNIA 
TELEPHONE SAN RAFAEL 6120 



MATrHEW E. HAZELTINE M 
W. SCOTT POLLAND ~ D· D. 

HOWARD HAM ,.. MOND JR 
ARNOLD A ., M. D. 

GRACE • NUTTING, M. D. 
DICKSON KLEISER 
ALBER . ' M. D. 

SAN RA T BUILDING 
FAEL C 

TELEPHON • ALlFDRNIA 
E SAN RAFAEL 6120 



· lOr 



1 Dr . \ . Mactt Polla.d, 
Al bort B1c16. , 

Sun Rafnal . Calif. 

Dear Doctor: 

'ay 26, 1950. 

Yours of the 23rd ]:'Gce1vGd with j:'cturn or the Ont) Cent 
1851 cover. I cannot blm e YQu for turning it do m as thG cut 
at tho bottom 1s bad. no lever evan thouBh it 5.s dnmnged I do 
think it 1. ~ orth the price because a fltrip fron thn bot tom ro 1 
1s a ereat ra~1ty. 

---- - ----, 

I was interested in your reim:rks about the . ,xpros~ cov~rs 
and, will a. ait v:ith interest further dovolo!,JI'1.ents. I avon ' t a 
doubt but what 'cleur Vl111 eo the 1:t111t in nn effort to establish 
th tl'U:th. L 0 ffl!'" he has not mentionod a \-lOrd to 116. 

I have ID10~ f.or years back that iltsoe ntd a 11rge lot 
of tho Alexander • stephen~l cO,L'-reE'vondenca but I havo no recollec
tion \/here he obtained :1 t n()r} avo I nny r'ecol1oction nato ho'i 
tha Eroory n1ver~;ity obtained the I tOl"ial that t hey 0 m . Back in 
the early nineteen twenties I had a nurber of stephen. covors in my 
Confederate oolle0tion that I acqu.ired froll til!le to tine at auction 
and fro.. denlors . I suppose ost overy prominent collection of .. 
Confedorntoe has ~xrrmples . « 

Phil \.arc1 w011d pX'obabl lmow the story. Would you like 
for 1ll , to 9.ke 1nq\ 1:r,oy of: hi ? 

I waa not a are t:;hat you collected Go. federates, but if 
you do I have so. e nice things for sale - In midit~ on, I . fly have 
a :fivo-volu.m collection ptllced ln my hnnds to sell in tho _ oar 
future. 

lith best Ilshes -

Cordially yours, 



The Story 01 

5 PEA R I 5 E X tJR E 5 5 

J 
HAVE heard many stories from 
time to time about philatelic 
"finds," but little did I ever think 

that I would be right in the center 
of one. Some few months after the 
194.9 CALPEX-S. P. A. convention 
in San Francisco, a friend of mine 
said that he saw a reproduction of 
an envelope in the official Tony 
Russo Auction catalog that he had 
"lots of"-well, I looked at him and 
smiled. I've had many people say 
that they had some "old rare" 
stamps ~nly to find that when I 
saw them they were just a cigar 
box full of the old German AI0, 
printed by the billions. I thanked 
him politely, and tried to change the" 
subject. He, however, was persis
tent, and insisted upon my coming 
over to his house some night to see 

" 

By NAT LEVY 

them. Well, a month went by and 
when he called me on the phone and 
saId he had them in front of him, 
and, "yes, they were old envelopes 
not unlike the ones in that catalog
come on over"-l very impatiently 
condescended to go over, just to get 
the thing over with. 
. He took me upstairs to an old un

used room, much like a store-room, 
and I immediately became interest
ed in an old ship's belaying pin and 
a few other unusual articles. I for
got all about the "envelopes" that 
he wanted me to see, but when he 
opened a grand old leather chest 

'and uncovered a pile of "Harper's 
New Monthly Magazines" - 1855, 
1856 and 1857, my eyes opened 
widely. When he then showed me 
a file-ledger with a bundle of Ex-

rI'O¢O--c._~~....,.;.......:.", 

SPEAR'S i 
EXPRE~SS' i 

PA,ID/-p' 

~~I 
Two ' of the covers addressed to Jack Tree, which were among the "Find" described in the 

accompanying stor'{ by Nat Levy, 

208 

press Covers, my eyes fairly flew 
out of their sockets! 

I told him I was very sure he had 
some rare and valuabl~ covers, and 
quite naturally became extremely 
interested-so much so that I ac
tually forgot to go home until past 
midnight . . There were nearly fifty 
Wells Fargo covers, from different 
cam ps addressed to the same person 
-a Jack Tree of Georgetown, also 
Hells Delight. Both of these places 
were old Gold-rush mining towns. 
To see these almost gave me high 
blood pressure, but they were 
nothing to compare with what was 
to follow! I saw five covers (later 
I was to learn that thcre were four 
more) that were hands tamped "Pio
neer Express, Paid." Harry Kon
wiser has established these as very 
rare. As I said before, all these 
covers were addressed to the same 
man: Jack Tree, who was a great 
grandfather of my friend, and who, 
luckily for philately, saved 11is en
velopes. We could not find out 
whether or not Jack Tree was a 
store keeper, a surveyor or just an 
old sourdough who got a lot of m~il. 
Anyway I acquired all of the PIO
neers-my friend JNas happy, and I 
was in a dream. It was so late that 
I had to tear myself away. 

M v friend went out of town the 
next· day, and I didn't see him for 
about three weeks. When he phoned 
me one evening and s'aid he found 
some other "envelopes" down toward 
the bottom of the chest, I didn't 
need a second invitation to go over 
to his place and see what other 
treasures he had unc~vered:, wit1\ 
eIP~hasis on the affix, cover. We 
sat'" down over no highball, and it 
seemed to me that he was teasing 
me because he made no attempt to 
take me upstairs. 'When he could see 
that I couldn't hardly contain my
self, he aggravatingly laughed at 
me, but finally took me up to the 
store-room. He lifted up a bunch 
of papers and books, and there they 
were! ! Six express covers that I 
never even heard of !-Spear's Ex
press. Well, the best I could figure 

Apri.l22,1950 * S TAM P S 



U. S. Cut Square Envelopes 
in Progressive Packets 

All fine unused cut squares-
all different 

Packet 
E7l 60 varieties ............. . . $1.50 
E72 40 varieties ........•...... 3.30 
E73 30 varieties ............... 4.40 
E74 25 varieties .......•....... 5.75 
E75 26 varieties ............... 8.00 
E76 20 varieties ............... 8.75 
E77 20 varieties .....•......... 12.25 
E78 15 varieties .............. 12.25 
E79 15 varieties ............... 17.25 
E80 10 varieties .............. . 15.50 
The entire series. constituting a collection 
of 250 cut squares. only .... ...... $84.00 

Our U. S. Price list :30-S is free. 

R. J. Lewinson CO. f 
525 W .... t En!1 Ave.. N. Y. 27. N. Y. ~ 

OUR MAY SALE 
will feature the 

Superb United States 
Collection 

iormed by 

Mr. Edward A. Beard 

It is not too parly to reserve your 
tree C01'y of the Illustrated cata
logue. \\'rite for it today. 

JACK O. KING 
900 F Street. N. W., Washington 4, D. C. 

----------_.! IT'S HERE!!! ! 
.. New Issue Plate Block Service • 
• 18c Each • 
• The Next 10 3c Plate Blocks • 
.. Starting with • t Statue of FREEDOM-$2.10 pp .• 

t WANTED!!! • 
• PROVIDENT LOAN TICKETS . • 
.. COLLEC~I'IONS - S:'\IALL LOTS - • 
• ACCUMULATIONS • 

• SUPREME STAMP SERVICE. 
GRAND CEJ."I'TRAL STATIO::-< 

• B<>x 1213 (St.) New York City 17 • .,..,.,., .. .,.,., ... -
U. S. COVERS CACHETED 1 ST DAY:' 
Engraved Artcmft & Cachetcraft. FREE 
l"\ D. Covel' with new price list to all 
sending a 3c mint cornrnml1orative to cover 
postage. 

Carter Stamp & Cover Exchange 
197 Prentice St. Springfield 4, lUass_ 

NICARAGUA 
Breaking up an unused colledion em

bracing many fine to very fine at 65% 

discount. I also have one imperf pair 
of J I, 4, 5, 9, 10, 13, 16, 17, 20, 21, 22, 

25 26. Prices upon request. 

EMIL FRIED 225 W. 718t St .• 
~e\V York, N. Y. 

WE BUY ANYTHING 
Don't bother to write; just send us what

ever you have to sell. WE WILL MAKE 
AN OFFER. whether it be a stock. a col
lection. sheets. Mint. Blocks. Used. Covers. 
Accumulations or Job Lots! We said 
ANYTHING! Clean out your closet. 

FIDELITY STAMP CO. 
805 "G" St •• N.W., WashlnJl'ton 1, D. C. 

U. S. Stamp and Cover List Free I 

ASK ABOUT OUR WEEKLY AUCTIONS 

S TAM P S * April 22, 1950 

is the plate alone that identifies the 
rarity. 

It is interesting to note the catalog 
quotations on other rarities which in 
some respects resemble this one. The 
100 copies of the von Steuben imperf. 
are given a total "alue of $20,000.00. 
Should it be claimed that the 2 Harding 
imperforate 14870 blocks should reach 
that figure since the total value of the 
variety is in the two pieces, or that a 
comparison is out of order because plain 
copies of the Harding imperf. are not in 
themselves rare? 

In that event, one might make com
parisons with a cataloged plate number 
which is not rare, and which in itself is 
a rather drab item to own-plate 7942 
rated at $25.00 per block in imperforate 
form. This is the number on the sheets 
containing the 5c error, and unless the 
plate is in a block large enough to con
tain the error, it looks to me like a lost 
button. No plate number collector would 
call it rare for there are 400 examples in 
existence, Total catalog value of the 
imperf. 7942 2c plates ?-$1D.000.00. 

How, then, would you choose to rate 
the 2 imperforate Harding 14870 blocks, 
bearing in mind that they are the only 
ones in existence, and that their origin 
makes them unique? 

• 
Butler County Philatelic Soc. 
Eighth Annual Exhibition 

THE Butler County Philatelic Society 
of Butler, Pennsylvania, will hold 

their Eighth Annual Stamp Exhibition 
and Open House on Saturday and Sun
day, May 6 and 7, 1950, in the Display 
Room of the Standard Motor Company, 
North Main and Brady Streets, Butler, 
Pennsylvania. 

The Exhibition will consist of approxi
ma.tely eighty frames of material all 
owned by the Society's members. This 
exhibition and the Bourse of 12 well
known dea,lers will be free to the public 
from 12 noon until 10 P.M. on Saturday, 
May 6, and from 10 A.M. until 5 P.M. 
on Sunday, May 7. All collectors are 
cordially invited to attend to vie\\' the 
exhibition and meet the other collectors 
and dealers who will be present from the 
Tri-State District. 

There will be a dinner for all mem
bers, their wives and the visiting col1ec
tors ane! dealers at 6: 15 P.M., May 6. It 
will be a good, home-cooked meal served 
Iw the ladies of St. Peter's Episcopal 
Church, the regular meeting place of 
the Society. 

The following are serving as members 
of the Show Committee: Arnold L. Adel
SOil and Clarence D. Kep,"le (Co-Chair
men), R. F. Salldbach, George c.. Lip
pert, fohn f. Belleiyh, f ohn Robb, Palll 
E. SlIIith, Willia1l1 D. JlI cLean, Jr., Fred
erick f. Hellll, f. Garland lifar/?s, Frall/, 
1. Penal' and H. W. Boyd. 

Those desiring information relating to 
the Bourse and Dinner reservations. or 
hotel accommodations. may communicate 
with the Chairman of Publicity and 
Bourse-f. Garlalld jVfar/ls . 424 East 
Pearl St., Blltler, Pa., P//OI/C 29-443. 

6,000 S e Is! 
ThiB unique Btock iB liBted completely in our three 

'01\ me cataloll' e. 
SENT FREE TO A~!ERICAN READERS ON 

REQUEST 
Here is an opport1 nity for yo' to take a personal 

advantage of devaluation. Below we list a few selected 
set~ from Holland anll,Colonies. 

All the others are In Btock al similar advantageous 
prices. Also a vast selection of single stamps. for 
which we invite want-lists. 

NETHERLANDS 
Scott No. 
901101 1913 

124/134 1923 
137, 139 1924 
196/99 1933 
B4/ 5 1923 
B9/ 11 1925 
B12/ 15 1926 
B21/ 24 1927 
B25/ 32 1928 
B33/ 36 1928 
B37/ 40 1929 
B41/ 43 1930 

Independence Set ..... (12) $47.50 
25th Annivers't!' ..... (11) 16.80 
Philatelic Exhibition ... ( 3) 4.20 
William of Orange .... ( 4) .40 
Charity ........ .. ... (2) 1.40 
Child Welfare ... .... ( 3) .35 
Child Welfare... ..( 4) .75 
Child Welfare ....... . ( 4) .55 
Olympic Games ...... (8) 1.40 
Child Welfare .... . ... ( 4) .55 
Child Welfare ... .. ... ( 4) .55 
Rembrandt .... . ...... ( 3) .70 

CURACAO 
75/ 81 1923 Jubilee .............. ( 7) 30.80 

110/ 126 1934 Centen'ry.. .. .(17) 36.40 

DUTCH INDIES 
151 / 157 
164/ 188 
B4/7 
B8/1l 
B12/ 15 
B21/ 24 
CV5 

109/ 115 
B4/ 7 
B8/ 1l 
B12/ 15 
C81\4 

1923 
1933/7 
1930 
1931 
1932 
1935 
1928 

Jubilee.. . ... ( 7) 
lc-2g.50. . . . . . .. . ... (26) 
Child Welfare ... ... .1 4) 
Leper Charity . ~ 4) 
Salvation Army. . :::: 4) 
Military Charity ..... ( 4) 
Air Mail.. (5) 

SURINAM 
1923 
1928 
1929 
1931 
1931 

Jubilee . . ( 7) 
Green Cross... . ..... ( 4) 
Green Cross .......... ( 4) 
Child IV elf.re ........ ( 4) 
D. O. X ........ . .. .. . ( 7) 

12.60 
12.60 
1.20 
1. 75 
1.25 
1. 70 
2.45 

29.40 
1.40 
2.25 
2.00 

39.00 
All stamps in perfect mint condition. 

GARRICK 5T AM P5 
(l\Iell1b~rs B.P.A.) 

London, ,~~, C~I~ring Cl'OSS Road, England 

WANT LISTS 
Did yon know thaI. since 1923. one. of 
oUI' SPECIALTIES is fillin)! want lists 
PRO:.\IPTLY and CORRECTLY .at at
tracti \"8 discounts on catalog prIces? 

O\-er 70,000 different val'if'ties of s;in
gles in our stoel, p"ables liS to _gIve 
you a QUICK Al\D BETTER SJ<:R'ICE. 
Our stock o[ sing] (>~ co\~ers ALL coun: 
tries oI Ihe World A to Z, used 01 
unused. 19th 01' 20th Centuries. 

Do you ltnow that thl'ough on l' want 
list servie-(' "\ve sell more s tamps th an 
many dealer!-:t put together? 

Send us your Want Lists in .full can· 
fidence, give us two CommerCial re1er
en res and get YOllt' wantR on approval 
Ior eight days. 

Try n~ a.nd yo.u will be con,'~I1( .. r,d tb~t 
our serVIce \\'111 save YOli I Dl Ii. A~n 
MO~EY WJ~ lIA YE TI\I<: ST.Bl PS 
YOC N~:ED i\.~D OUR I'Kln:s WIT.1. 
FJ,K\SJ<: YOU. 

New !~:kl,.~~~~L~~;' Inc. £ 
:\2W York 17. N. Y. 

~"'''''.'' .................. -N' ... ..",.."'~~., 

OW " $10.00 WORTH 0 
•• FUN - ONLY 10, 

Wbat a treaSlll'e hunt! Big pacl{age 500 
lrOREIGN STAMPS - just as received 
from Foreign missions. other sources. In
clndrs; stamps from Afl'irH. South Amer
ica. Philippines. Free Frcnch, Somali, Pal· 
£"sti'c. etc., incllldinlt ail' mails. commem· 
ol'atin.'s and stal1l])~ worth UP to 25c each. 
This amazing offr1' iR ~iycn for IOc to 
~('rjous <:l1>])I'O,',ti HPplicant~ only. onc to a 
't1stonll-' l' . monl',\" h:tC'\, i( not mOl'e thaI' 
'\(>li~ht('d, 

JAMI:STOWN STAMP CO. 
Dept. 50 Jamestown, N. Y. 
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AN EXTRAORDINARY COLLECTION 
You get 0 regular $10.50 'or only $l-to in .. 
troduce our famous Bargain Foreign Approvals. 
Sind $1 lodoy-Ask 101 101 -217. 

ZENITH CO. 95 NASSAU ST .• N. Y. 7, N. Y. 

BRITISH COLONIES 
GERMAN COtS. & OFFICES 
My stock embraces many fine to 
v. fine at 60% to 65% discount. 

Your want list will receive my prompt 
attention. 

EMIL FRIED 225 W. 7lst St .. 
New York, N. Y. 

France, Fr. Cols_ and Free French-New 
~Igerla. tmlts (3) $.37; Andorra lOOt Alr $.39 
New H.bnd.s, V.P.U. (8) ................. 1.60 
Fr. Morocco. 25 Anniv. ................... 12 
France, Algeria. Tunisia "Stamp Day'; • 

12.tZ3t. each ............................ .07 
TuniSia. 100 and 20Df ..Air................ 115 

Cpl. price-list sent free on request', . 
BRYANT PARK STAMP COMPANY 

fiOl\ lith An',. Nf>w York 17. N. Y. 

set o[ Flal"s 
(overrun nations) 13 U. S. 5c stamps 
Plus Complete Mint. superb set of U. S. 

Rooc:evelts. Plus 
'uperb Used Wide Margin Copies of 
the 5c and 10e 1847 (Pictured) re
issued by U. S. Gov't in 1947 on the 
100th Anniversary of U. S. Stamps. 

U. S. Approvals Accompany 
References Appreciated 

J. MERRITT BRUNDIGE ~ 
Cambridge, N. Y. ~ 

~~iiW''''''''''''''''''''''~''-- .~ 

"'~ILLING WANT I~IS'.rS 
For 

U.P.U.'s 

LUXEMBOURG 

LIECHTENSTEIN 

FRANCE AND SAAR 

Write to a Specialist 

Write Today 

~IAURY SWARTZ 
9009 Lorain Ave., Silver Spring, ~rd. 

Member; APS alld SPA 
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was, and that after consulting some 
of the experts on the Pacific Coast; 
Spear, of the now famous Tracy 
Spear, who ran between Placerville 
and Georgetown and connected with 
Wells Fargo, either had his own 
express and later joined with Tracy, .. , 
or possibly these Spear's Express 
covers were used after a split with 
Tracy and he formed his own com
pany, using the identical route. 

In describing the covers, in the 
left upper corner, was a rectangle 
ornate border in which appeared 
"Spear's" and below it "Express;" 
outside the border and below it wa 
"paid." 

The letter was sent from Placer
ville, carried by Spear's to George
town. From there, "Pioneer" hand
stamped it and carried it to its des
tination, which was Bop;us Thnnder. 
We know that Tracy Spear carried 
from Placerville to Georgetown, and 
had a connection with Pioneer who 
carried from Georgetown to Bogus 
Thunder, Hells Delight, Volcano 
and other small camps. We can only 
presume that it was the same Spear 
who followed the identical route as 
Tracy Spear. 

All six of these covers were ad
dressed to our friend of nearly a 
hundred years ago, Jack Tree, ~nd 
they were all nicely preserved and 
clearly hands tamped on DIQ enve
lopes. 

The moral of this story you .. can 
guess: If a friend phones and says 
he has some "rare" old stamps, drop 
everything and tear over to him, 
even if he describes them o'ver the 
phone as the 1889 German Imperial 
Eagle number 48, used-don't be
lieve Mm. 

• 
New York Stamp Roundup A STAMP Roundup, open to all, will 

be held Sunday', May 21, 1950 from 
10 :30 A.M. to 5 P.M. in the East Room, 
12th Floor, Cornish Arms Hotel, 311 W. 
23rd St., New York, J. Y., right at the 
23rd Street Station of the 8th Avenue 
Subway. Ample unrestricted parking is 
available all day on the 23rd Street block 
on which the hotel is situated. 

The New York Precancel Stamp Club 
is host, but the Roundup is designed to 
attract collectors in all fields of philately. 
Bring swapping or selling stock in all 
branches; ample tables are provided. 

There is no admission or table fee, but 
the group expects to raffle off some mate
rial or take up a voluntary silver collec
tion to defray costs of the quarters. 

• 
PACEE Exhibit 

The second annual exhibit of 
PACEE (Philatelic Activities Consoli
dated Edison Employees) will be held 
from April 24 to 29, 1950 in the nine
teenth floor auditorium of the Consoli
dated Edison Bl1ilding at 4 Irving Place, 
Ne\\' v: ork City. 

CHOICE ~IINT AmS 

Special Offers 
PANAMA 

CI·5 ............ $1.25 C49·53 .......... $6. 
C7-9 ............ 1.00 C54-61. ......... 4. 
CI6 ............. I. 75 C74-79 .......... 2. 
CISa ............ 6.75 CBO-SI. ......... 9. 
C27-32 .......... 16.75 CIOO-I04.. ...... 2.2 
C33-39 .......... 2.25 CIOB-III. ....... 1.5 

LW.CHARLA 
Mint Airmails Exclusively 

180 Broadway ,6 New York 7, N. 

USED 
FOREIGN AIRMAIL STAMPS 

The 1950 Price and Cheek Li,t o[ 
foreign airmail stamp j~ now 
Price 50c \\'hich is deductible-. 

IRAQ issued the first Air Let!er ou 
Do you have it in your collection? A 
15 fils bl\le·~reen stamp is imprinted 
Border and ctiq·tette is in bhe. A 
item c.talo~ing $10.00. Collecting of 
wlknown then,very few were saved. A 
enables the offer of an unused copy for 

U.P.U. AIR LETTERS 
Denmark Mint $ . 25 Cancelled $ 
Iceland Mint .30 Cancelled 
Norway Mint 30 Cancelled 
Sweden 2 Diff. Mint .20 Cancelled 
Iraq set of 3 U.P.U. stamps, Cancelled . .. 
What Do You Need in Air Letters? 

Doubt It Can be Supplied. Drop 
Us a Line and Find Out. 

USED AmMAILS 
Guatemala C21. ... 05 C46 .... 2.15 CS7 .. .. 
Cl. .... 30 C22 .... 05 C47 ..... 02 CI02 .. . 
C2 ..... 04 C25 .. . . 03 C53 ..... 01 CI05 .. . 
C3 .... . OB C26 .... 04 Co4.. ... 22 CI06 .. . 
C5 .... . 30 C2S .... 02 C57 ..... 01 C10B .. . 
C6 .... . 35 C31. ... 45 C59 ..... 30 CI09 .. . 
C7 .... . IB C32 .... 01 C61 ..... 15 CIlI .. . 
C9 ..... 15 C34 .... 01 C63 ..... 01 (J1l2... 
CIO .... 20 C35 .... 01 C70 .... . OB CI\3 .. . 
C'J5 .... 03 (J39 ... .45 C73 .... . 2B CI14 .. . 
C16... .15 C44 ... 1.25 CB2 .... .. IS CII5 .. . 

All verv fine copies. Send 'our want list for 
used airmails on approval. 

'v. H. ADAMS 
/lox 2053-Sta. D 

U. S_ & FOREIGN BOUGHT & 
U.P.U.'s 

of the world. complete In 
Specializing in Nether1ands & 
Russia, Jugoslavia, Czechoslovakia 
many other countries. 

ROYAL STAMP CO. 
116 NassRu St. Npw York 7. N 

WANTED 
STAMP PROPERTIES. LARGE OR 

For Sale In Our 

AUCTIONS 
Or Outright Cash Purchase 

JOHN W. NICKLIN 
Pioneer of Aerophilately 

110 W. 42nd St .. Nt'w Yurk 18. 

April 22, 1950 * S T A 
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1)1'. I:. i,co~t. Poll nd, 
~lhGrt IEde., 

0nn Rafael, UR~.f . 

Denr Doctor: 

.. , 

July '7, 1950. 

I a.~ in j."IGce1rt of yours of 'Ch3 3rd ()n(;lo, inc tht, 
ItSP'?~l',::.'..::.._T;Xp:t'~~·; ~ov ,j:~. \,n"'l,::'O .1n!-:o n photO[~l)apTl of this 
rrn nn.vo l"tUl co.npJ.etoly O'1t \i' pilQtOG1'Ur:>hit, pJ.'ll;on. Pm~"I
h~P:~l r .. n'll supply \11:;.1 rT'J.~ivt') 'concrrow anll il"l flO I 'ill e ct 
the co·}r r1c:ht bHCk J.;() you.. strange to stato l' I hJivO u h'l.rd 
tilne obtA.:i.n·l!1L fror, the Fas"l~.ll1n f't,;o "IC A. suf_'ip. ''\.<mt G"l.tI'Ply of: 
tho kind tho.t r l.se (rmnchro~!9.t1.c). 

Ho - t1'fi A.bove cover - !t "!ould b0 fool:tsh for LtO 
to CO.!T£ ~e.nt, o:n t} l~.~· Fl.!:! m.y kno',ll11dgo of !~x1Jl."e~s c OV"I' 0 is 
practlc' Il~r ~1il . (J:;clgar will co~J.l'il'rl). However, thi .. has a 
rathGr con'r~n(!:tng look nnd i-l.; 1r ~or::()I;: in6 I 'Hould not question. 

YOU:J:>S .'Ito •• 



.. , 

July 11, 1950. 

Dr •• . cott P lland, 
Al e3:,t BldC;., 

Lan I afnel , Of lif . 

Doar J) ctor: 

La oont. e a photostat of tho ad thnt he 
e .• tic,ned in if) '1rot lotter . ~e stuted he 1'ou d it in 

the ,; . l' . .orni c; Bulletin of ['ar . 1", 1 3 ,3. It rml.<is as 
follo s: 

"J D:. .A!.JDJ 3TAGJ: T.JIlL, 
Carr."yinv tho . 0>. ,'t 11s 

I nd 
.. 011s. pa.re;o &. Co.' S .xpl~efJS 

Leaven Carson City for i tu"'ora 
-~ dally II 0.1 H!'rival of at leeS ~,...o . 

. :trginla ~1t,:, con cctin tilth 
th(:. '10 ~ i:R Sr:'AGLS fro 
California 

. relllnetol1, ])Qrs~ c: Co. 
Tl .... opr:totol"s 

Gonnral vup<}r in tcn<1ont 

1G - 3 ~tI 

,. nde n photo of tl 0 abo c. ,'ould roo lilm to 
hav n pr n'G? I don.t Buppose}1'} ould hnve nny objection 
ut p, ... r:l8.p it \lonld be Ildvi' nl)lo not to ontion: rulO • 

. ith rcgnrus -

YOU1'S tc., , 



... 

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook 
Fort Thoma~, ¥y. 

Dear Mr. Ashbrook: 

.., 

July 8 1950 

I enjoyed reading your very 
fine letter of the 3rd and particularly like 
your attitude towards "phonies". 

In digging for material on 
Dorsey & Swift, I went through the files and 
old newspapers hardly expecting to find any
thing, but can you imagine hON I reacted when 
my eye fell on Esmeralda Stage Line (my first 
impression of course was that I never even 
heard of that line) but when my eye came across 
E. Swift and t hen Dorsey, I almost jumped off 
the chair! I've been having my share of sur
prises lately, in covers, but this one Nas almost 
psychic, because I CQuld hardly believe that I 
found what I was looking for! Anyway I insist 
that that Swift and that that Lorsey are my people, 
and if anybody can prove otherwise he'd surely 
break my heart. 

Enclosed is a negative photo
stat from which you can easily have a positive 
made and at your leasure--- but -- please return 
it when you are finished with it because it is 
the only one that I have. It is enlarged almost 
twice for readabilty. I think I told you that 
it was from the S .J!'. 150rning Bulle tin, Mar. 16, '63. 
Note the lONer right hand corner. 

Cordially, '-- -;_ 
/'C~ ::r::t 

587 47th AVENUE SAN FRANCISCO 21, CALIFORNIA 

, 



Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook 
33 N.Ft. Thomas Ave. 
Fort Thomas, Ky. 

Dear Mr. Ashbrook: 

July 5 1950 

Your very nice letter just 
came and I shall have a photostat of the 
advertisement made and will send the negative 
to you as soon as I get it back. 

Do you ever have any ~ estern 
Express covers for sale? I need a Kennedy Exp. 
also Holland's Express, Everts, Snell, and a 
La ..rorte Express along with many others. 

I'm pretty well covered as far 
as Wells , Fargo & Co. goes. 

Thanks again for your very 
interesting letter. I will send the 'stat as I 
saii, in a few days. 

Very cordially, 

Nat Levy ~ 
SPA 14185 

587 4 7 t h AV E NUE SAN FRANCISCO 21 , CALIFORNIA 



.y-.. 

July 12, ...l950. 

Hr . nat Levy, 
587 - 47th Ave. , 

Scm Frnllcisco 21, Calif • 

Denr .h' . Lovy: 

YouJ.~ two letters of the 5th and 8th r~ceived. 

'::hanks vcry much foz' sonding me the photostat 
which I am l"C tUl"ning ilOreHith. It is V'Ol>y intol"esting 
and I -~/l1l he glad to include the data :tn l1!tJ files on the 
Dorsey l:C ~)wift COV01". 

Inc lc1emt u.1ly , I (10 very littlc :in \l~storn 
Franks find) ,y knov:ll.,dS6 of tho spee:1.~ .. lty in practically 
Z01"o. I vO:"!Y fl.c:!..{iom hn. '!C any for snlc, fl.lld l~egl'et to 
state that I have nono to 01'£'01' at present . 

AGain thr.nks for YOUl" klnunosD • 

• 
~inceroly yours, 

, 
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-1r . ~d8ar B. Jeosup, 
% .lAHCIIA1~T 

1475 Pouell st., 
oak1;and , Calif . 

Dear JWgar: 

June 8 , 1950. 

PlcHS I take eooel cnro of tho t nelosed anel 
retul .... n to no . Ii' you are lntorontec1 in this cover 
I vlill be £;lnd ~o t .... y and obtaLl it foy. you. If 
his rrice is too hiGh eiva llA tho dopo and I' 11 lrit(~ 
hll • 

He nrds ... 

Yours etc., 





CALCULATING MACHINE COMPANY ==-_ _ 

EDGAR B. JESSUP 
PRE SIDEN T 

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook 

OAKLAND, CALIFORNIA 

June 12, 1950 

33 North Fort Thomas Avenue 
Fort Thomas, Kentucky 

Dear Stanley: 

I have several things about which to write to you but 
you are undoubtedly in a hurry in regard to the "Collect" 
handstamped within a rectangular box. 

The only covers I have with this marking, and it usually 
carries an extra postage, are those that went all the 
way through "outside of the mail." 

I have the ten cent to which you refer, and a three 
cent ' 57 as well as a three cent '61. There may be 
others. 

We are of the opinion that the Wells Fargo Company felt 
the regular postage should be paid in addition to their 
frank. They collected their frank but insisted upon the 
sender placing the correct postage on the envelope in 
U.S. adhesives and therefore when there was a multiple 
rate it was taken care of by the e2dra stamp and this 
hand stamp "Collect" was placed on there so Wells Fargo 
could get the extra postage at the other end. 

We feel quite certain that the weighing and determining 
of extra postage was done by Wells Fargo since the 
sender, who might have been a miner in a crude dugout, 
would have no way of determining whether or not the 
letter was overweight. 



flffi®rnl 1Ill @1il117 CAlCULATING MACHINE COMPANY 

Mr. stanley B. Ashbrook -2- June 12, 1950 

This may be a rather hazy description but I thought 
you might be answering a question for someone so I hasten 
to send it to you, rather briefly but promptly. 

Incidentally, I consider my ten cent cover with type I and 
type II tied on it, on a plain envelope with a red Wells Fargo 
frank, to be one of my rarest covers. 

I have your letter of June 8 with regard to the Dorsey and 
Swift cover. I have one now in my collection and the photo
stat which you sent me, and which I am returning herewith, 
is an enlarged print of my own clipping. Who in the world 
is John W. Stine. Is he one of God's Chosen People? All 
of these covers, and many others which Dr. Polland and 
many others feel are not quite Kosher, have been supplied 
the local collecting fraternity, of which I am one, by men 
of that particular persuasion. Many of them are suspicious 
but I seem to take one of each, trying my best to be a 
first-class sucker if anything is wrong and a wise guy if 

~they turn out to be right. 

~ I am going to an Oakland meeting tonight at which Tracy 
~ • ..v< is to give a lecture on plating and I have asked Dr. Polland 

- Ll,p- YV- . :,I to be my guest. I am not going to seal this letter until we 
~ W ~ 1fJ1 meet for dinner for he may have an additional message 
r;.,.r 7 CV3 for you and I know he is going to get a great kick out of 
~ , ~. ~;tA your boy friend, Stine, now having some of these covers 
.... '")).. n- r Vj which heretofore have been distributed by Nat Levy and 
rr-· 0 ~~ Mil isner. 

r / ' ith kindest regards and another promise to write soon, 
(f~Q)AO ~Jl I remain, 
- ~ov · w; 
~ ·rf{ 

EBJ:M 

Sincerely yours 

Edg&'essup 
President and 
General Manager 



----~------------~---------~----- --

\ 

~? Edgar B. Jasnup, 
$ llARCllArT 

14'75 Po 011 st ., 
Oa.kland, Calif. 

Dear F..dgar: 

Juno 15, 1~50. 

I nas surprised to lenl~ that the i . F . ec Co. F:-a. ~ 
might be bad. tho 1s Stine? All I know about him 1s tha.t 
he is a srmll dealer over in Edwardsville, Ill. I hnvo had 
some correspond ... nce \11th hin in recont years and I think I 
sold him n fa'l Illiilois stm!lplesfl covcn">o . I dOl't 10107 \ hot her 
h 1s J6vt!'h or not . · Perhaps yes, pEn'hups no. A name don ' t 
moun ch tOB days. I encloQo a copy of n lottor I have 

litton him and if he don ' t choose to COLlO clean -nd give mo 
all the facts , I lill lay the 1 10 case before the A. l"'> . S . 
130 rel providod Dr . l'olJ. nd and you D8l-ee that I should do so. 
Stine is an A. P. S. me ~er #193 1. 

When I l~n into a case such as this, I can generally . 
f Ol-cO son co-operat on by e. threat to rofer it to tho A. P. S. 
Boar . 

I am ending a. copy of th!B lettc~ to Dr. P llnnd 
Vlith copy of oy lettor to st~ne. 

With rogards -

Yours otc. , 

Copy to Dr . Polland. 

• 





(THiS SiDE OFCARD is FOR ADDRESS) .. , 



\ 

1"1' . John lj . Stine, 
821 Kingsh1gh~ay, 

E~/nrdsvillo, Ill. 

Denr 1r. St ino: 

Juno 15, 1950. 

Further referring ·0 your~ of tho STd, ! am 
roliably inforl ad that 1;1101'0 is gravo doubt thnt tho cover 
tho. t you are offering is not genuino, theref ,ore, 'f!IY' a vice 
to you is to hnve it Ruth nt!cat. d by Ire EXport Co ittee 
of the Philatelic Foundation, 10'1 YOl'k City. 

3: Jould like very nuch to l'lave a photographic 
record of it for my filos, \1111 you loan it to r.le fOl~ that 
purpose? 3: li11 return it to you the Enme day of :receipt 
and ;v~.ll pay the ree;istruti('>n postage both 'lays. 

I :7ould like ·.f3l7 much to know the source of this 
COVel' - auld you rlind tolling mo from hon you obtained it -
and if so, ;ould you object to sho.{1.ng e the corrospondonce? 

It is suspected that certain people - one or ore
in the San Francisco area - havo beon nking covers s lIar 
to yours and dlspos me; of thom to in ocent buyors. \"ihether 
this is true or not , I do not knoVl, and rtrI only interest in 
cases such as thiS, is to try and protect ia~ocent buyers. 

I ;7ould greatly appreciate your full co-op ration 
so that wo can present t~i L1atter to the D rd of the A.P.S. 

ith kindest roeards -

Cordi lly yours , 

P. S.--1 \1111 h old your photostat and dr ling of cover pending 
your reply. 

, .. S.B. • 



\ D • ear Lr. Ashbrook: 

Copy 

821 Kingshie,hway 
Edwardsville, III 

June 19, 1950 

Your letter of 6-15-50 received and I am most surprised 
at the intimations expressed regarding the cover I offered you. 

SODe tine ago I sent an unu~ual cover to a gentleman 
who professes to be an expert in things philatelic and is gener
ally regarded so. At first he was enthusiastic , but he wanted to 
consult a super - expert. The super - expert raised doubts ip 
hi. mind so he turned the cover dovm. Subsequently I sent the 
sanie cover to anotheI' gentlenan who is as well-inform.ed about st.ch 
mG.tters as anybody i11 the U.<'.!~. He bought the cover without 
hesitation and probably resold it to one of his well-informed 
clients at a nice profit. 3ince then a siv,ilar cover was sola at 
a prominent auction, and, as far as I know, nobody has questioned 
its authenticity. In this interim I have sold this gentleman two 
additional covers that were as unusual as the first one, and he 
has likewise sCEiln the cover I offered to you. If there was any 
doubt in his mind as to the spuriousness of this cover, I am certain 
that a man of his integrity and reputation would have mentioned the 
fact to me. 

I am the last person in the world who would knowingly 
offer anybody sOr',ethin~ as genuine which was not so. But since a 
lot of these things are determined by people's conlJ-ectures and 
there is no anatlimity of agreement am.ong experts, I am inclined to 
disagree with the suspicions which have been aroused about these 
covers. Tne man froLl whom I got the cover is a well knovm collector 
and all his transactions have been above board with me. His covers 
have been offered to other dealer8 so there is no secrecy involved 
anywhere, so I would not think of turning his correspondence over 
to anyone. If he at any tide requested 11e personally to do so I 
would do it, but I am not the '-{ind of Fl guy to turn anybody's per
sonal correspondence over to somebody without his knowledge and 
consent. 

I will be glad to have a photostat made of this cover for 
you if you desire one for your files . 

Sincerely yours, 

(signed) John W. StIne. 







, 
June 21, 1950. 

Jr . John . ' tine, 
821 Kine h1Bhw y, 

dw ~d ville. Ill. 

Dcar Ir. stin : 

I nI1 in rece1pt of yours of the 19th iW.ch I have 
c rofully notod. In r:r.y for r 1 tt r I hacl no intention of 
orfcndln~ you or y frion of yours . I as rely trying to 
do you a favor and at tho 3 t. nctinG tho b at 1ntoro ts 
of phll t ly. 

on I find n cnso ho·-0 . quaaf;ionable rticlo in 
being off. rod I try to locato th aource of. tho item - so th t 
I ean top tho snle to so no innocont b y r . In practically nll 
en as I roce1vo one hUIKlrod porcont co- op ration. 

ould ou ind roport1ne to YOttr .riand from lho. -you 
obt . cd tb eov r, th t you off red the cov r to _and thnt I 
l' f rred it to on \; ho I co B der the bent lluthor1ty in tho 
country on ~Gstcrn Fral .S . Ie 1d not COndotlll th cov r but 
stnt d t t G. lnr ito. had boan quontionod in· SOl 0 quarters 
and thl t n thorough invontigntlon me beinb ado. or tho sako 
of .. t iu hono3t ar risht n a ffort .. ~O atop crooked h11atal1c 
practices 'I lei it bo asking too lcll oi' 'UL" friend to Got it 
tOllch lith o . 0 t} this Whol -honrted as 10t c d co- op ration 

o ld h lp us i our endoavor? Thoro B no dosir to do anyono an 
1n.1uot1cc or to conda nny B oplcioua iteM \mt11 tho truth hus 
boon dof1nitoly oat l>lioho • 

- I think thnt the "xport thnt inf nt ph:.t.l toly re 
or dosirablo thnn otho~118o - uroly they do BO Bood and avon 

though y orror are undoubtedly do , our 'expo 's" n:r only 
human d re thorofor c pablo of . king s tak tl . 

at lOr than (l photo tnt of' your covor I auld ell profor 
hot08r ph 1ch I 111 .0 r.tfself' . If yrn . 11 loan 

to a I 11 rturn 1 t -tho . day of rec ipt . 

I noto that you nrc A. P. . o. 19381. 

3tnceroly yours , 







Mr . John w. ~)tin • 
821 Kin sh1ghwny, 

Ed,-mrdsvill e, 111. 

Denr 151" . Stin J: 

June 26, 1950. 

Th nke very rruch for your kindness in the loan 
of the ~x~~ess cover. 

I have mnde a photoer''lph A.nd I will send you a 
print lator . 

I do not kno"17 any th 1.'11. {; nbo It Western Fra.nks or 
· press ma.rkine;s but, to _.0, this cover looks perfoctly 
genuino . I :raenlly ~oe no reason why anyone should quostion 
it. Under the oircumstances do ~ou not think it 70uld be 
0. eood thine; to send ~.t to tho P ilatelic Foundation and 
have thei!." Expnrt Covu'littee pa.ss on it? 

I return also the photostat and drawing that you 
sent 0 in you!' fO!'M.cr lattor. 

Sincerely yours, 



{ 

.Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook 
Ft. Thomas, Ky. 

Dear Mr. Ashbrook: 

.. , 

June 29 1950 

Mr. Stine of Edwardsville forward
ed to me your letter referring to my Dorsey & swift 
Express covers. I appreciate your very worthy 
attempt to keep philateley on the high plane that it 
deserves, but tru~y, I thought that you were a little 
rough in describing my material. I assure you that 
the man from whom I obtained the covers is above re
proach. I described my contact with him ( I have 
known him for fifteen years ) in an article that I 
1JIirot e a bout the "find If in the April 22, 1950 issue 
of Stamps which I am enclosing. The Dorsey & swift 
was a part of the whole find. 

In digging for information relative 
to the latter express company, I spent over two weeks 
at the Bancroft Library at the University of Califor
nia and finally came upon an ad. that showed where 
an E.Sift was the General Superintendant for a line 
called the Esmeralda Stage Line, ,Jellington & Dorsey, 
operaters. Evidently, Dorsey took his Superintendant, 
Swift, and formed their own express o~er the identical 
route-- Aurora to Carson or Virginia ana connecting 
with Wells Fargo. The covers are hand stamped on 
"veIls Fargo franks wi th the exception of two that 
are on plain U59s with but the hand stamp and paid. 
The ad ran in the San Francisco Bulletin, i,larch 17. 
1863. I can send you a photostat copy of it if you 
willpromise to return it as it is the only one that I 
have. 

Sincerely yours, 

SPA 14185 

587 47th AVENUE SAN FRANCISCO 21 , CALIFORNIA 



!Ilr. 3tanley .3. .l_shbrook 
Ft. ':'honas, Ky. 

Dear .~r. Ashbrook: 

June 29 1950 

.1r. st ine of ~~dwardsville forwarded to me 
your letter referrine to my Dorsey & Swift Express 
covers. I appreciate your very worthy atter.1pt to 
keep philateley on the high plane that it deserves, 
but truly, I thought that you Vlore a little rough in 
describinB my material. I assure you that the man 
fron whom I obtained the covers is above reproach. 

.. , 

I descr:'bed my contact with hin (I have known him 
for fifteen years) in an article that I urote about the 
tlfind ll in the April 22, 1950 issue of Sta.nps vlhich I 
am enclosing. The Dorsey & Swift was a part of the 
w'10le find. 

In digging for inforr~tion relative to the 
llltter express company, I spent over two weeks at the 
Bancroft :Uibrary at the University of California and 
finally carae upon an ad. that s'IJ.owed where an E.Sift 
was the General Superintenc.ent for a line called the 
3sraeralda stage Line, ~:ellington &; Dorsey, operaters. 
Evidently, Dorsey took his Superintendent, Swift, and 
forrJed their own express over the identical route-
Aurora to Carson or Virginia and connecting with r/ells 
Fargo. r:'he covers are hand stamped on \lells Fargo franks 
with the exception of two tha~ are on plain U59s with 
but the hand stamp Ilnd :laid. The ad ran in the San 
Francisco Bulletin, Barch 17, 1863. I can send you a 
photostat copy of it if you will promise to return it as 
it is the only one that I have. 

Sincerely yours 

(signed) Nat Levy 
SPA 14185 

, 



, , 
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t 
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J'ul ,1950. 

• at Le • 
587 - 7th AVo., 

San ranei co 11, C 111'. 

Do r ·r. Levy: 

Thank very ch tor your l:lnd lett r 
-lh1eh as ost mlco l cnn nes 1r y • 

the 2 tIl 

Ifll re in ono c 1o.11y dis 111(3 to do 

• t,t1 \ a voW in i£9lant thnt I hnd qu. t10ned hi 
cov r blJ.t I oxpla1n d in a subsoquent lett ",r toot I h (1 the ost 
of in ,ntio d h d no dosir to cast plcion on any Bon in 
ita. IIo th n ant tho covor to , r d photograph or. it, an 
,hon I roturned it I 1nfon od h1n, tru t hIla pas 00 ad no kflm 1 d.g 

uhntaoo(J'ol' of uch it t nt t ~ co r dId look eon 1n to o. 

ent of luGv 8 
BS to loan "it to 
of l'tOC f) 1pt • 

I l'oturn your tl ticl tr "st p(,!II .. I r d hi 'i1ith 
ell int~r :"t nt th t 0 it nppo "od, in tact~ I clipped t un PUt 

it inn spacinl crap bok. 

Again n ring you or appr elation" of. your lotter, I no 

~)lncoroly yours, 



w. Scott Polland, 
Albert Blde., 

San Rafael, Calif . 

Doctor: 

July 3, 19GO. 

Much to my surprise I received a letter this morning 
from Mr . Nat Levy of San Francisco. Herewith a copy and aloo a 
copy of my reply. To throw hll1 off tho scent I stated that I 
had submitte<1 the stine drawing of the cover to a client dO\m 
East . I hope he believes ue and has no occasion to suspect that 
I had ' been in tOi.''..ch rrith Ede;ar or you. I am sending copies to 
Edgar. 

In this connection, please treat the following as 
strictly confidential. I realize thnt it is n bit unethical to 
quote from a seroi-confidential letter but knowing your interest in 
this matter, I inquired of Ezra Cole if he had beon offerod any 
of these covers. The follov/ing is from a letter of' his under date 
of July 1st , quote: 

"With reference to the Spear nnd Company Express and the 
Dorsey and Swift Express . l~cse are all right . A fellow in Cali
fornia. made a couple of little fincls . I am sure Jessup and Polland 
and almost everybody else got sons . In one lot there vms eight or 
ten and tho other ono five or six. I eot two or three o:f each from 
the or1einal find.ar and I havo sold th31l1. I was sl~s!)lcious to be
gin with Until I got all th(l infol~lUa.tion and it all checks up and is 
all right . Tho thing that m.akos Gverybody suOpicious a')out them is 
that st of them Vlere very· nice, but not all. They have been very 
Vlell kept all these yearfJ. However, tviO or three vrere in protty 
poor condition, so it certainly was a find. I don 't know who would 
question thc~e things . " 

Re - the W:Lltsee Confecl..s. This is Monday - at 2 P. M. and 
up to this writinc; I have not had any word fron the express packa8e. 
I will send you an air card when it arrives. I will be intel~ested 
in your co~ent on the Levy letter . 

Sincerely yours, 



CALCULATING MACHINE COMPANY 
OAKLAND . CALIFORNIA 

MEMO FROM OFFICE OF GENERAL MANAGER 
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OAKLAND . CALIFORNtA 
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To 1/ DATE _____ _ 
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• 
Mr . ]~den.r B. Jessup, 

% lMRCHANT 
1475 Powoll st ., 

Oaklan<l, Calif. 

Dear Edgar: 

-;c:lGY--
Juno 23, 1950 • 

Your nil' letter of the 21st came this morning . 

. ne - the suggest ion ror n column by \ rnrd in II STM,PS, " 
hero is the reply thn.t I recoived from narry. Please roturn . 
I C(ID approciate hiD vim-;point and I c\on11; suppona he could take 
7nrd a~A.y from. gekool t B. If \,'nrd' s l~oviva1 of hiB IInF..IS" meant 
tht.t he would discontinue his col\Uiln in .~okoeJ.'s I do hope thnt 
.110 gives up tho idea. 

Note the second paragraph of TiHrL"Y's letto:t:'. 'lhis !'('fm:'s 
to the 2xpert Go dttee of tho P.~. I sent them a Brattleboro cover 
the niddle of !1arch - I got it back several days ago . BOBes hold 
it over three .onths. The fucpeJ:9t Go lNittee is boco1ing an actual 
joke, and I attribute it all to Win BOBeS . 

I undorstnnd that they have just Qknyed tho 5¢-lO~ 1847 
Knapp fake - Lot #2284 in tho f:trst Knapp sale . r ... ook it up - This 
covel" originally ha:crn 5f~ 1847 and the postmark read, "5 CTS II 

-

Some fakel" added the lO¢, stu p sido\lays and painted a "111 before the 
115" in tho postmark - YOlt can see whfit n 10 lay amateur job it is -
Tho P . F . has just issued a certificate that the cover 1s 8enuine . 
Isn.t thnt perfectly tOJ:ll"iblo J J I The fact is that PhiladelphIa nevor 
had a postmarl<: w1th "15. " 

Renl"Y Meyer of }~va.nsv1lle _ has been .L"luming a 80·"108 of 
articles in the S . P. A. Journal on "\iay" and "Stearlbo!\t" markings and 
in the J l.no Issue he has quite a. lone article on IIShipll rkings . I 
think that it Th4 his intontion to hnve these articles (af'ter rovision) 
published in booklet or book form. Ho ~ants to include the S . F . mark
ing, flSTgAII-PAUJ 'A. II I quote as 1'o11m.9 from a letter from h1.'l!l dated 
June 20: 

"You kno 1 tho nark STEAl, PANAJ..\A in oval. I enclo"'o a 
pl .. :tnt . Do you 'OlOYl who in Pan n applied it? Tho U. S. r..m.il aGent? 
OJ:' dld a postnnntm." In PanmJll. hnndle s\lc] details f or the U. S.? Or 
did we 1 ave an actual exchange office thoro? And "hore as the person 
or office who applied it located? ' In PananA. City? In AspinTlall? If 
you know, I am anxious to f:lnd out . This is u. u.S. mark, is it not? 
And if so, it should bo included in rr.r:y stean list. If 

Do you care to make any co. ient? If so, I will pass it on 
h1.~. \; 

One "0ro point - navo you any covers showing the following 
stDaight-line marking -



1/2. !~r . Edgar' B. Jessup, tTtme 23 , 1950. 

In a sale by H. R. Harl'ler (n . Y.) of 110". 24, 1947 - TJot 382 \las a 
cover \lith such a 8.rkil18 - It wns from Japan by thG Ch~.na, Japan 
LinG - addressed to Y"ncray (,; Co. - S .F. - It had a 10~·1.86l, tled 
by an oval "Fopwardcrs tl raarkine; - ro\"1.ted "per Colorado. II Do you 
knO'l anything about this cover or the 11 arkmg? I am hoping you bought 
it. 

I run returning herewith \/ard ' s lotter of t he 7th - nlso 
the Hm~ry 701"ss pro~ram. there 1d you cat this? 

Thanks for the {ll"'t iela on the "Fenthor River Highwuy" . I 
will read it at tho f_I'st opportunity. 

I am wondering vlhat you thour;ht of tho .ettar that I re -
eel ved .frorJ Stine? It l'mde me d EtS the very c1ev:i.l but you noted 
thnt I ~oto a nice reply - though it hapt to do so. I have hopc~ 
he \/111 loan me the COVcll", but I doubt ·if' he till. He is a snall 
country tuo-by-f'ollr - U J."egular sPlEtrt - i\:l.aek. Is thore no . my in which 
you can &lte ine whether the suspected covers AJ"O good or bnd? I 
'l:lOnder if' Dr. Hertz got stuck with ny - also John Fox? Plea"e keep 
me advised. I note thnt they caIne from. I at IJGVV and Eisner . You we~o 
never very strong for eithar one of these YIas ~ ny nemory 1& cor~ect. 
By the way, Edgal'l, lJ'hatever bocan6 ot: Julin I.Joeb? Is he still arrund 
S. F. and active? I do not see his namo listed as nn A. P. S . 

Lookine; thru tho S. P. A. rr.ol'lbel'ship list I jlote that you fLre 
not a menber, hence you do not posso~s a file of their Monthly Jonrnal, 
!'\nd, filorefore, niasod the Articles by Honr.ay Heyer. 

Y"cs, it is n c1 c~ thut t 10 P. P . tl}-:;Xpert GO'l1'1ittoe" would 
okay the T.l6'''Y lK:pross Cove~:'s even if i~hcy had been provod to bo fakes . 
I haven't a doubt thnt BOBBS thinks thnt he eould pass on r'ost i".y
thing. Just a poanut with a s\7e11ed hoad. }'r. and Irs . Eom~s nttended 
the London 1 ]1.1.bition - Vho do you nppos{~ paid tLoir oxpensos? It 
must have been !'!rs . Dale. I caru:.ot it!!f1sine anyone} else . 

Sf) BoV and hunbnnd drove out from Detroit in you~~ llew car . 
Won'lerfnl . Tho Jessup3 must have had n "ond .rful reunion. 

Hot n th1118 new on the Aul1 lot of Denver covers - I 'l ill 
take it up , 1th you after I have n talk TIlth hlm. I have no idoa what 
prico he \ ants but I wouldn't buy it unless I thought I could clean 
it up in a hurry. 

lotter. 
I am also \10nder1.n.e; What Dr. Polland thought of that Stine 

1 1111 send photo-prlnts 6l:f St1ne sends the cover to 1'1e . 

It 1857 - 89R2 - Send me your poor copy and I Vlill try and 
soll it for you. 

It 1051 8Im - I haven't a fine onoueh copy for you. 

1; 1857 - 111 If R lief - Here is a. copy of 19L2 with a nice 
stitch \1nter;na~k - pric ,'12.50 - all Rignod on the huck, etc . This 
co~or 18 very pretty. 

I have 'T::IY niI' condition coinE; and MY stnnp roo is a fino 



. j 

, 
it.; . Hr . ~dgar B. Jes sup, Juno 23 , 1950 • 

plnco those days - 90 ~ ts1d~ - 76 in my room - r\me in 10 norful 
for I O . 

~ 5.th rogards -

YouP etc., 

Enclosod: l¢' J.857 - 1ngle - 19L2 - Prico \,12 . 50 

Lutor Honday tho 24th 

a wore dO\7n to Lexinr ton OVAI' the :reekond so • 'i1clrod did 
not 1m va til::1o to got this to you • 

.Loday I recoived tho 'olls Fro>go cover fro StL"1o . I 
ill ka a P:lOto and so d prints to Dr. Polland und yo'!..' . I do not 

kno 1 anything flbout astern ranlcs but this COV r npponrs to be 
p I'i'ectly eenuine. It has tlrlt C;onuine look. 

S. D. A. 
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'\ <0 ... 

July 1, 1950. 

rJr . EdgRl' B. Jf3SSUp_ 
% VinraIA:HT 

14'75 PO',lell ~}t . " 
Oa.klm~diJ Calif. 

;, 

rf.'hn 111;:.. vr,r., l'l.1i C{l '0, your s of.' tho ~9th, i th chock for 
$12.50 for the l~~ .85? ' 

I ,,'as surprii;od ~:hnt iar"y fGlss is :,;otne to e;:lve one 
of. is sho 'g at Onkland. I have l.OV~H~ t hj 1 r)(':.1"[', mnlly b1"t ha: e 
had qU:tt0 a bl t 01' corres' Jor..(1.e.~c. ,"_1 .. 1 :1.11, SOllO peop1 think there 
is A. lot 0f bun.. ~'l..boli. t lis Z 0: . ! Imp" you. n 1,,, 'eIld arId ['1'1 e rc a 
f1.:",:,st-~ nnd !'fl!)O".t. I C "f;(.;.m to l<l\"e . 1""(~" e(, t, ", ence ir. 'li. ability 
to c:otcc . .J fl.1J.. l1CrB of: 1: .L:e~t. I U,l.O.cl'n\~und that 1'r. posted 1000 
tlwt he co lld J..de",u~1fy nny of thn ~ pC'Y'uti .ffl.lce~ 1..'1 to::'1 .1WJ te. . J£ 
he can ho ccrtt1.:1'-:l~r i~ I~ O. rl(.>Y.'. ,l i; inlr. tJ.l.(.t ~jI>'9rnti' s I"ol:'fcdcrates 
"'l'EUIl vfOult: l.'o()l ~10! tun;! CXli0!' '. I '-;c Lt #v ·c lIt 1 !"v~c yc" that 
I <i:i.scove!'od n. 5;~; !~ ,\, Yo!' ~ a!'l( f" 'La;! 1.;47 p b{)tL, i) Tjf"(?ntl (Jou' ~eri'cJts, 
in a friend 1 ~ colJcct;:um. ..Ie TO I,~ :r'~. , l ~1.:1!il to tho Hr-; " Yt)):k {~elllt;r 
and go't f.l. refu.nd 1J1lt t llC d.crl·Jl:' .3'C111 c n:u d t;lU, t;)ey ,'ore 0C:'1UilO . 
The dCP..1Gi"> took th.lJ. to (l.. DI'C{'! Glor."1o nn(~ R";,.t; let tl Clt f>lo~nc sU~t.d 
t hey 70· .... 0 ... lcri'cctl," OOf .. t d 4.CLT1."j I, liNO '"; ,:L" ~)n~; u.r n i",vof-li;iga
tion fo md it T i.:1 ":;~"Ue . e'm you L .f~ ;i!l0 3.Lo( nl, ) _ ;,nl> ron] oct l)"J 
Spornt: QOP"io~. 

,I,O!.'o.on fJCnt m.~ tJIO ;:nn.p~! fako ~., ~4'7 ~()V;1' 
#228,__ r lR (, ( ." .1,)Cr of IJ .. otuO" . .l.,h~ :.nr .. U',ero .1" 

who:c t;lC 10;£ r;:;anp (~ir1 not o!'leinatG on tris COVAJ? 

yo~d~"'1rc1R:'T . Lot 
n':) <11 s'i.~ 1.en but .. 

1 Sl.l.P O!'0 /on noti~eu :1.:4 .~tl1J:.ps '.,'1\ .10 tJ c W. ·I~. 100ciy 

co1lectien 13 to bo sold by H. k.Dl:r'tlCr ~,:; (;0. I ,"ondE=!'.· } 0,1 t'ley beat 
go r<: on? 

'I'hRnk!-.3 If Iry !Iuch fo:' ... e' 1 ~.r1J .0 ~.tle old n.en.z.Ln'9'J, etc. 
You probably il;.tend(;u. t() j.;tt a noi.;o in .1;11 1.t .')1'"\; 0" ,1"': oO'::0fi to do so . 
Wh .1'0 on oarth a.:h~ :rau f· t a~_l of. .; 1~ 0](.1. 1~lt:~j·:LnJ.? 

Ju t; as ;J,()on as I CAn f1.nd S ()jHl r3 )R,-.e t~t.d.O I \'/111 .. 1Fl!W you 
a print of the ,'oJ 1n J7a.j'CO C()-"(}Y.' \; inh nt~ sont to ~e hy ~'til1o. I do 
hope that you [;;0 c.JJ.on . ',I'1;h your L11V jf i,1~,!\t .on f'l~!l £CC' 'Hhd. TIe:'.nl":1.ch 
can (love1opo. I f'~l 3c)rry that 'Yo> l~o'l1.1djl! t Aoe -the Stine cover as the 
ExpI'G~~s t1nr~ang locked gonu1.no to no . 

Yours ~to II , 

, 
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:T~vak.2/ltJ ... 
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J n 21 t, '750. 

r~ wt D1 tz, 
s C ry Street, 
Rlc ond, Vir in! • 

rut: 

I no h v your co - 1 tt~r Q J une 
1 the 



.' 
'J ' - ... -

1. - Fro April 17th ;hen Virginia seceded to June 
1, 1861, u.s. st "ps ould have be~l used 68 in all the 
seceded t t .... 

2. - Fro Juno 1st to June 1, 1861, hen the second 
e!S11ng Convention dec ared secession void ana ormed 
provisional overrun nt, such citizen I i~ht have had 

to P y his ost g n c .. h t the Conted.er'te rte c' and 
h s letters .ht ve be~n mar e PArD by the postmas
ter. Th1... s the onJ:l perl0 , in ~~ 0 inion, whe... Co.!-
federate rings could ht.;ve b en ftlegally" used in that 
sectlon. But, the osba r s would have read Va." and 
not W. V. Acto iy, in t e stta or reat confusion 

ch ust hav then xis ted th re,! Glagine b t the 
contlnued us of _lther U. S. stamps, or Confe~1erate Palds , 
as a attar of ersonal or polltical opinionnd perb'ps 

d p nded pon to h re e ch letter &s ~ddressed! 

3. - After June th, our c1 zen Ahot,ld av used. only 
U.G. J5t mps.. ates) red rlt1ngs. Surel}? this ... houl· n va 
bee~nft r July 1st of that year, hen tne new 1 'g~slllture 
.~ e1 ctlng U.S. Senators, ana conducting opul r vote 
bleb r ulte in th a proval of the n St' te on October 

24th. 

Fro this you 
of hlch 

the ~t1 
co ent. 

I s ndln copy of thia portion of y ett r, _na of 
le" to alor Shepp reS for h . ., in"'or tion, tudy, ruld 



- ; -

The atriot~c ever you refer to h ch 111untr tes 
the mnitor no the erri ac att e, is e l-kno O~ on desi n, 
and in this case 1s merely n x mple of the Confederate Use of a 
Union atr!ot1c, and ther fore ould not be eli 10le for entry s 
a Confedera.te Patr otic as gn. Ho ever, it is nice ite , and 
I should, y sbou1a h ve va ue of rds flO., - depend~ng 
on condition, etc. 

- - - - - - - - - -
I sh"uld 11 e to ee t ose Dead .wetter fice a .uscript 

mar lags very much 'ndeed, as I have never heard of anyt ing 0 the 
sort. Can you noL. aJ; r nge to have one or ore of t· covers sent 
to me for e ant on? I th ~ you .• l ree 11 th t I once rote 
an extens~ve article on the subject of the Confeder t De~d Letter 
Orf ce mar lngs, ~nd I .ould li e 0 see ho thes covers :fit into 

y .in or' ti n n that subject . 

------------------
Finally, ~j)C ut the nev C talog. I hop you carr "'e 

thro ",', Col. Ori ler to {,at out a eight-page edition oi' too Bulle
t ... n .hlc would show all the remainJ.ng nf3 . entries you have. Then 

e c uld crll that the Wdeadline" , an accept n~th!n further ne 
for the Catalog. I am willIng to do y shc;J.re in gettin the re
vising, pricing, etc. urder ay, e.nu I ould be lad to have your 
nstructlons as to bow you ~nt copy PI' aTed" and fo!"t~. Ho-

ever, I 0 thin: th be~t y ould be t~ prepare galley proofs of 
one section ct ti e, in hleh could be include all of the ne 
cats, etc., all th"n send s ts of them to e, to Col. 8henfie d, 
and the ot-r" rs 'ho are to he you 1n this r. Such proofs 
could ther be rk d to s' O~ revisions" e. dl tions, prices" etc." 
~~rl returned to you to be reconciJ.ed wit. each other and for your 
_"'inal d 'cis ions. 

I '11 look l'or -era to hearin -r from you in re a 1 th1 s , 
at your convenience. 

'acB/HK 

P. S. Tha. ks for your congH1.ts OIl my L ~~on a aId, - aLL e COl
federate exhloitors did flne ther! l/thi~ the last •• A. N~,s
letter re orted that Col. ulfeKuh er Iwon the Gran Award a.t Jo in, 

I o. 

, 
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.Va ..... D k 1'1 • I:l:·le 
'l~4:J ) 1 1 (.I:-">::t 
I' ::wa L 2, .. {. J. 

.. , 

July 7th, 950. 

ajQr • Shevpard. 
esearch end 'ngineerlng Div., 

irmy Che c _ Cen t X', 
Maryland. 

Dear Major 8~epprd: 

T1' wei 'ht of your obvio",sly prof ... u.d 
~ ... t V rgi i 51 tue.t . on" - nns roc .eo me bao: on y 

the 

I oon't thinK th t I ver before tu 1yp reciat d the 
xtent of the die ens on oetween the 'order counties on the east, end 

thof.e of the central. and estern ,Port.ions of th present at t_ of est 
V:...r 1nla. As you have seen, I m~de· SCl e study of t.he tter, an tb 
de':uctions which I set forth n 1!lY etter to ~ ugu",t Dietz oi' .Tune 
21st, re t' result. .But, . .1.0 that yo' h v been good enough t.... 0 

tnt the subject in suer. t!e t s.1..1 in your letter to hi of June 29th., I 
1St confes ~ the t 1 tis all ore controvers1 1 tb I thoueht • 

Hor v r, - I dOl,' t th~nk you can 5 tl1_ h va your c e and 
eat itt In 9th r .o'ds, I .... th'lse e otern border countl s aid not ar
t -e in the early efforts to found t 11C ne~ state, n IF they ther·
fore did not baeo e 1 al"t o· :vest ViI" ::lin! U! til June ~O, 186:3, hon 
the new st te liS formally ad ,tltt (~ to the Unlon, - then they s r.n ly 
cont ... nued to be Q part of the Qr 1 )~n~l §t!lt~ or V1r1t1n1~. 

Thor for , mail used from them bet een June .i, 186 nd 
June 20, 1863 was ConfQ.d!ZI: ltf" mqil trou VJ.r W, n' n no ise dlf
ferent than mall sent fro. B1chmond or yother Virgin! loe. Such 
etters of cours bor C nfederat stamps und/or arkings, and ere 
OT from ~79St Virginia in any ,f,h11ate ie sense, and th", tit e nUse of 

Coufeder te'S'te. ;pm in ~Je t ... Vlrg.l.niaf! becou ... es roisnoM rt 

Of curse, it '~ul be of Interu t to the ~ eCi l 11st, nd 
a d to the va_uo of such overs, vO note or record tbe fact th t let
ters sent f.ror:1 t a section r Vir 1niu durin· tblt er1oa., 'ere sent 
1'1'0 p 4A.O. hicl subseQuantly became _ rt of the n Union at· te of 
est Virginia. But, in the period r terred to, th s of Con! der te 

stamp... or pO!Jb.:il r.l rKing" tr.ere n my 0 inion, 1s imply a Y1rgin~ 
a: d .not ~~t_ V..1.I: 11 i§ us ga. Ai .... th ... s S.J,. rth r borne out by the 
fact th t the pogtmark~ read Va. and not .• V • for a lon hile,-
I 1 C l tly sa on,. po t nar cd Harpers erry,!g. Au ust 10, 186h 

, 
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hile this hole subject is certain y complex, never
theless I do think it 1s interesting nd Olle n1cb might .roperly 
be dose 1bed lo~e extensively 1n the propos~ ne Confederate Cata~ 
log thaIl 1 t; i e irl th~ present Catnlo. .L. ""incerely hope you ill 
contribute to this, p I- ~ps by re r1 t n' yo r resent article so as 
t a e it more co late aescri, t_on of what ctually happened. 
I tl'dnk s rue is sin· dn tes hould .1 u t in anel arhaps 0 ther s recon-
ciled itt those Ih1ch I took .fro .. the Encyclopedia rittanice.. I 
do think that your last ~ r raph houle be cloar d up, as U.S. 
st .ps CQuld h rdly have b en found us d in th~ border count1es hich 
you n~~a after June 1, lS6~. On tha~ date the Conte erte Government 
took over 1ts postl system ana. existlng iss os of U.S. stamps · .. ere 
declared 111eg 1 for use in th~ ~eceded tates, una S ortly after 
. re de oneti~ed in th Unl~n at tes. 

Itl be glad to h ar further on all this, and do any
th n I can to .e p . n ny ay. 

cB/P.K 

c. c.: 
August Dietz 
•• AshbroOk 

L .. L. Bh :mfle ld 

Coru all, your s, 

... 



Denr 

Van Dyk Jac,rldo, 
7-!!:4 Brond ~t . , 

l!m ark 2 , n.J. 
:nc: 

Jul y 10, 1950 

':hanks t'o~ the copy of .rour lottor to t aj or 
Sheppard, \"lhich I read with interest. I think thnt 
you stal;ed the case very corroctly and I ' -1 1n accord 
1; 1th your vie lS 011 this subjec c. 

• 

On the second p8.£)O of your l~ttor y on stated _ 
( t'ourth line) - "than if,; :ts in the prenent cataloGue . " 
1 wns not HXlal'e ther'e le.s any mention in tile ])iot~ 
Catalogue of ... est Virg~m1H uses . Cf n you 8ive ne the 
plge? 

YOUJ:'n etc . ,. 
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Von -;.{y, ~,,f("'fC Bride 
7 4 1' .. U' 1 1 ~: reat 

ala j or Hal'vey E. She pp .rd, 
CC-Cml C, l&E Dlv.) 

2744 T-7, Gr velly Point, 
ashlngton 25, D. C • 

• ear 'ajar: 

August 4th, 1950. 

I C&,l fully under tand the re !:ion for you' s1i ht de
l y in proceedin I 'lith tbe Confsd l'ate-f.e..;t V1r,ginln atter, - after 
11 the 'ore n situation'is just as com -lex ~nd fr mer imrortantJ 

Fir~t let me sa .. that the new tit e you prD Ctse ttThe 
Confed~racy lind e~t V11'g n1a~ is a gI'eat improvement over the earlier 
one, as I think it more rop rly I. ccurate1y des;.;ribes the subject. 
I h ve 1so read through your 1'6- rittan art c e hich I li:e very 

uch and th - shou be !::.ccepte for the ne Catalog. I have, ho -
ver, recommended a to . slight chanea~, mostly scar cations, 

wnich you i ht ish to consiaer us1no ben sea ing t e f ?na art1e 
in to General Diet~. 

I do l,,;.-ree that your 11 laS as a.uthor should Jrob~bly be 
omltted l nine Diet t a parently established policy of 
not inc ud':'n the uth()rs of var _CUD specie. i sections 
and articles in th n thing, ho ever, I can ot agree ~th 
you on, - and I tntnk I aY!it te th t th eo ls repres nts the views 
of ~olone~s Shen °eld and Ashbroo , the otbvr m_coers 0 our • • A. 
Authentication Comm ttee. Th t is the matt r of giving ANY individual 
price or "v Iu t1onf' ou any cov rs h ch quall y und "I.' this special 
s etton. In the eases of oth>3r 1 lar ecialtl.es the present CatQ-
10 1 uses ome hr se to the eff~ct that 1t "does not atte opt lnd1-v.i
dual listings d values", 'hil n other c ses it erely gives a 
general valu tion or ,ntire "rou s r 01 S .. 8B of such mat-rial. We 
thin th t tn1 1 the correct po .... cy, and e Quid recommend that 
it be fo_ owed n this nstanc. 

In othel" 'ords" 
n this 1nterest1. ap c 
e t of Confe er' t ~amps, P 

your re 1s art ... c_e de£·crib
ct on, an(._ add to it th list lOU sug

to., "us d 1n t rritory now part 
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of Vies t Virginia". But, except for arr. e:.ps some general over-aD_ 
st tement of value, we would not recommell that ildividual prices 
or values be given therein. Possibly, - as u::. the case of the 5¢ 
Green with the Whits Sulphur Springscancellat1on, for which you 
suggest a ::>rice of &25., such an entry might be a.dded to ·the present 
list of "Cancellations" which 81 ears under the listing of the stamp 
itself. Note the list on. page 125 Qf the tlresent Catalog, to ~h1ch 
:night be added ltW. Va. town •••• $25." Simllar~y the present Catalog 
values of Han .. statr.poo ?a1ds f'rom the towns you list, ight ,'ell be 
Increas d .",roportlonately, and a notati.0n made under theIr respec
tive beadings: (West Virginia territory). 

1 think c;tw.t your contrlbutic)n of all this i5 (i. suh
stantlci. ... and v~ luable ne, and I all!. ha py to have been of some help 
1n this cOrIDt:ction. I .ill look forwdrd to hearl!J. from you further 
on it at your conve~lance. 

acB/HK 

c.c.: Au~~st Dietz 
L.L.Shenf'le d 
S.B.Ashbrook 

Cordially yours, 

" . ,.~ 





~. Van Dyk acB~ldo, 
'744 Brond st •• 

roymrk 2, .J'. 

D ar .1ac: 

STAfI'tr( B. I\Sl1po')OK 
p () Pox 31 

33 . F t '·Iomas I've., 
FORT THO~i1AS. KY. 

J lly S. 1950. 

Thnnks tor tho data on t'eat Virginia.. I no. not sure that 
I aeree "lith you that a r vision of th Shoppard 'notos \10\Ld not ba 

ppropria.to foX" incllsion 11 the Diety, catalogue. I fail to seo 
here any har QuId result. providod no listln8 uno ade of llny 

such iteras. 

I tll~-nl{ his notos could bo r.evised and prosented in tho 
catalogue IlS helpful information 1th 110 fltte t to ko it appear 
that covors nholing Co fedorate uses fro. the 'loyal" countl0 were 
othel" tLan v~h t thoy actually are. After all, ~est Virgin1a was not 
u . tted to the Union untJ.l April J.863, and in r:ry vOry' hU.r!blo opinion, 
it \,as logally a part oi~ Virginia until that time, - p rt that uaa 
under control or occupied by the Feder 1 Governn nt. ! think that 
a gr at(?) n ~r of the counties w~re not represented in tho parti
tion tUove. ent .d thpt the v, r10UB " el ect1onsTi that mre hold :'01'0 
not rGp1'Of~(}nt t~ .. VG of ·the w~ 010 population of the territory designatod 
for irithdraYll, but rather 'the votes in ravor of part! tion repl"osontod 
31 ost to:a nn the Union alo ent. 

I do not possess any da-a on tho subject but I have little 
doubt tl!e.t tho C.B • • P.O.D. t Richmond appoint d Coilf'ederate post-
asters in 1 ny to In in countieo tl at bocfloe part of est Virginia. 

I think th~t if any collector chose to forn colloet1on of covors in 
this ala 0 that it \lould. be a mrth ;-;111.10 speCialty, and n R.turully 
any datu in the Conred.or to catnl0811 would bo helpful. 

\'ith l"ogards -

Copy to 
L. L. Shenfield. 

Sincorely yours, 
, 
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HERMAN HERST, JR. 
SHRUB OAK. N. Y. 

to put it briefly . . . . 

Stan: 
I kIlo" that the year looks like 1868 but 

since I picked this out of a iunk box of covers 
in Berlin and didn 1 t pay the cover price for it 
I VI ant to b e stubborn this time. The crease 
looks so good th8.t is thel~e a chnnc (lof its being 
OK and just the ~' at(\ . 'rong? Ho'" nOG" the r"te 

stuck up? Thmi'~~~ 



!-.? June j'"-O . 
HERMAN HERST, JR. 

SHRUB OAK, N. Y. 

to put it briefly .... 
Jus t fro'll D'~rope 1 1 t night, and :'n ,-"'JinC 
over I find the photographs that you kindly 
sent along of the 5c 1047 block. I appreciate your 
thjnkin~ of me, nnd T am gInn to hnve these for my 
records. I think that you may be ~nterested in the 
experiences of our trip, so I shn~l hold this note a 
f:ew days un:'il I can enc':'0ge the ne.,vest Outbu1'lst to 
b!'lnr; you un to (late. Iii th be3t WiSr-A", I am 
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, w. Herman Her . , Jr., 
Shrub Oak, ll . Y. 

Hallo Pe.t -

July 3 , 1950. 

Here\7ith the piece of cover with the 30¢ 1869 . I t i s 
prac tically impossiblo to detoJ"oine def.initely \1hether an item 
such as t is 1s good or barl . I Vlill, th~ref.'oI'e, not express 
any opinion but meroly call your attention to ~nn.t I note . 

Fir3t - the rata . If thi~ had been 0. letter f.ro. st . 
Thomas of not 0 nI' -E. oz .~the rate vlOulcl have bRon lO~. That 
was the stearnsh-\f rato by an American mail ship into an Awerican 
port , generaLLy '_n tho Atlantic) - into '!!le'1.7 Yorke Thus thin 
c ould hav~") ·)oen a triplo rate . 

Yoar of Use . ! a not quite sur~ the year - elate in the 
1tF-~","",,·~s .. t. Thonas ponblitrl:is ti1868" - It is no~ nt all distinct and tho 

"~"."_{J3t fi~"c is "rlos"'ed" up. It 11 lcl:l1t it looks 11¥~e the nocond 
re 8 11 but can wo 1)0 crura th1tt tilo t:_ird fir;ure ~_ .., a rr, ~ 11 It 
d h~ ve been an "8" - n:tklrl[; .;~ 0 yonI' IS80 - in which event 

the sine;lc rate v'ould have boon f>j! as DOnI'lf:lrk \/HS n rom J:>CT' of the 
u . P. u . st . ~homus did uso tl.is t,,~po o:f pO~d;Jflnrk i:1 tho lnto 
eightooP-o sixt.9S and .10'0: 70.<:"k UBG(l this particulnr typo nt tho 
srune t1!n'3 . ';0 fI'.Jquontly soc this ij"Y. typ. on cOV(}j"S to .1e:C~Lc o , 
etc . So:tn s'9ito of tho incl:lst1nct youx'·dato those tiim postal 
marlt1ngR v/ould :)0 pnrfectly okEl" :for J'!l y IB69. 

Thp. Cl'OHf<O thru tho 30st stn 11) dOGS have H ruther Cenu
ine look, a!ld an exru1:i.nntion of the inside back of the ~O¢ stU.Ip 
h as tho appoarance thpt the stu lP lms boen thore n lone I.;ilno . In 
the lnto sixties the HfJ\" YOl?k vost offico u.,ed a black :lnk that 
was , what I call .2!}X. The killor "tie" on s1:nrop n. C. covor shows 
an oily SUBstance ot: so G Bort. I fear this is about HS far an I 
can BO . 

If sone other star puns £'0 loved f''''0,,1 this cover - for 
ex pIe J n lO),! 1861 or a lOr- 1867 rill , and this ~)O¢ stu IJP sub
s tituted, . the r>Grson who did tho f'i)~ing turned out a. clftrn poor 
unconvincing jobJl but 80 et~lor' tho .'08t unconvinci {5 ite s are 
probably as eood as gold. 

~1banIta Pat, for a co py of' your 10. tes t II Qt1T"BUR3I' s , " which 
I road, ith much mteront from cover to cover • ... 

11th rOBards -
Cortlia11y yours , 



1. ':0 . 1 '''to C 1"" te y)Ur 

nr )!'r:.~ltne "'8 in t8.':2.n, 
care )f' ,1:r ,,'c.,ti ms 

G .~~ ~uu9 covc~. 1 n~d ~isc'8sed ~ne ~. tter 
1<'0 X , and I t)O S'P' ~ested t:l",t t ...... e Jqte 'J{q~ not 
1E'~e8""''lrily ..L3U~, '11 t.lt)U,:;'h 1 ~ W8J )f Gourse Lm

p ) ..... .3 ~ '')le tr) Y)rove o~.~~·r lise . The ~d/"'ed .f··V"~~3 ... a 
.J") t hr.i.n ~ in n~ p i +, q l":~t,r ~ ,t:r:.? 1 tern irsof8r 
8.3 ~ fl .... l coY)."'err!cri, ~t:l)'t h 1 :uess 1t J1l~ .'ti.::' 

~ di"f1cu:.t -0:,0 Ji..3;')O,'" 0:: :'t . I < I "l r cJ. ,T(nt 

' :c t1"." JA.I-,[:>llY>,t, ~ ,\ t aY'kc: 8 "a:n for :T),lr 
" lu"'tesy . I or. L:r +;1: 'It t"lere WJ.., 1E' l'.anv 1n 
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Stanley B. Ashbrook 
33 No. Ft. Thomas Ave., 
Ft. 'l'homas Kentucky. 



Early Sacramento, California 
Post Office Cancellations 

L ITTLE has been written 
about the early history of the 

Sacramento, California post 
office because information relative to 
it has been difficult to obtain, and 
specimens of the early cancellations 
are few and scattered. Yet the early 
Sacramento post office was a very 
important one. Not only did Sac
ramento become the permanent cap
ital of the State, but its post office 
was the principal mail distributing 
center for the northern mines dur
ing the hectic gold rush days of 
1849 and the fifties. 

On June 25th, 1849, R.T.P. Allen, 
special agent of the Post Office De
partment, Washington, D.C., left 
San Francisco for the purpose of 
establishing sorely needed post 
offices and appointing postmasters at 
centers of activity in Northern Cali
fornia. In his letter of August 29th, 
1849 to the Postmaster General he 
reports appointments at Benecia, 
Sacramento (ninety miles from 
S.F.), Stockton, Vernon, Cullom a, 
Sonoma and San Jose. His appoint
ment for Sacramento was probably 
made during the latter part of July 
1849 for the Placer Times of Sac
ramento states in its August 1, 1849 
edition, that "We learn that Henry 
E. Robinson, Esq. has been officially 
app'ointed Postmaster for Sacra-

By M. C. NATHAN 

mento City. The office is at present 
on J, between Front and 2d Streets." 
Actually, Postmaster Robinson es
tablished the first postoffice abroad 
the storeship WHITON, moored to 
the Embarcadero. 

Finding a reliable and capable 
postmaster and a suitable place to 
distribute and collect mail was a 
very difficult problem during 1849. 
Men were more interested in finding 
gold or engaging in lucrative trad
ing in provisions than being post
masters or postal clerks. Even com
mon laborers could earn from eight 
to fourteen dollars per day during 
these exciting times. Then too, Sac
ramento was a tent city until about 
August 1, 1849, when the first per
manent buildings and houses were 
completed. Referring to Mr. Allen's 
report again, we find him conclud
ing, "Owing to the inadequate com
pensation of postmasters, I find it 
very difficult to procure proper per
sons to serve in offices where there 
is so much business as to interfere 
with the incumbent's ordinary avo
cations. This is the case at Sacra
mento City, where a very large 
amount of mail matter will be dis
tributed. I enclose a letter from the 
postmaster at that place, and solicit 
instructions on the subject. Can I 
in any case authorize a postmaster 

SaC-rab.\ll'nto Ci«,. from tbe loot of J Strut 

Sacramento City, Foot of J Street, 1850. 

50 

to employ a clerk? Can I, where it 
appears necessary to use a separate 
building, authorize one to be rented? 
On examination, it will appear that 
in all cases clerk hire and office rent 
would each exceed the postmaster's 
entire commissions." 

Operations during the first two 
months of the Sacramento post office 
must have been riotous. Besides dis
tributing the incoming mail, the post
master had to cancel outgoing let
ters. Until the middle of October 
1849 cancelling was done by hand. 
These manuscript cancellations are 
quite scarce. As a matter of fact 
the mails arrived and left Sacra
mento only once a week in the be
ginning. There are several known 
manuscript cancellations during this 
period. The earliest is that in the 
possession of Stanley B. Ashbrook, 
wbich is a folded letter-dated inside 
July 30, 1849-on the face a manu
script postmark reading "Sacra
mento City Aug. 7th-40" addressed 
to "gooding Grove-Will.C.-Illi
nois." Edgar Jessup's collection con
tains a manuscript cancellation dated 
September 1st (Figure 1), while Dr. 
Carroll Chase reports having them 
for both September 1 st and October 
19th. 

Complaints about the government 
mail service were numerous and 
quite vehement. On Saturday, Aug
ust 25th, 1849, we find the Placer 
Times stating, "We hope some enter
prising gentleman will soon be in
duced to run expresses between our 
City and San Francisco, to say noth
ing of other points where such an 
undertaking would pay extremely 
well. The Regular Mail is a regu
lar humbug, is stuck in the mud half 
of the time, and might as well be 
the other half. No newspapers are 
sent up from the Bay, and we under
stand that the Postmaster cannot 
afford to employ clerks. Who will 
establish an Express? and who will 
not give a dollar for every letter 
promptly delivered? The steamer 
Panama arrived at San Frapcisco on 
Sunday last, but up to the hour of 
going to press we had not received 

July 8, 1950 1< S TAM P S 



LOUISIANA PUR~ASE 
Mint Plate Number and 
Imprint Blocks of Four 

323 10 Very Fin .................. $ 7.00 
324 2c Very Fin.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6.50 
325 30 V.ry Fin •................. 35.00 
326 5c Fin.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 30.00 
327 10c Perfs. touch at top ......... 50.00 

COMPLETE SET ................. $125.00 

We have in stock over 10,000 plate 
nu.mber singles, pairs, strips, and blocks. 

What do you _ed? 

MUNSON WALLACE A. 
~14 Dayton Way, Beverly Hills. Cal. h& 

KOREA IN THE NEWS! 
Full stock of sets 1946-1950 on hand. Better fill 

in Korea hefore prices skyrocket I The COM
PLETE COUNTRY, from the date of Liber-
ation to the date of attaok, SPECIAL ...... $27.50 

Collection of 12 different Korean First Day Cov-
ers with Special Pictorial Cancellations. . . . .. 7 .75 

PERSIA (IRAN), U.P.U. High, but scarce. ( 2) 5.75 
NEW AMG ISSUEI Ryukyu Islands (OKIN-

AWA). ' ..... ....... .. ... ... . .. ... .... (10) 2.15 
JUST RECEIVED I NEW SUPPLEMENT 

TO PART II of Scott's International (Jr.) 
Albuml 960 pa~es. LIMITED PRINTING 6.00 

Complete Part II Re-Issue, 1940-1949 incl. 
Binder (August delivery) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 11. 00 

FRANK W ABNER ~ 
109 Nassau St, New York 7. N. Y. M 
"One of America's Most Complete Stocks 
of Mint Foreig" Sets - 1920 to 1950" 

~.. ORANGEBURG 
COIL 

ON COVER 

#389 
Tied on cover with Orangeburg. N. Y. 
postmark with corner card of Bell & Co .. 
the only users of this scarce coil. Ex
tremely rare on cover. 

Cat. $1.000 

Net ,350.00 

ROBERT A. SIEGEL 
124 Mamaroneek Ave. White Plains. N. Y. 

The Good Old Summertime· • 
when thoughts stray to fishing. snoozing 
in the hammock or making that trip with 
the family - -
In the event CASH is lacking to fulfill 

fO~~ P~~~a~~ a FAIR APPRAISAL and 
a TOP CASH OFFER to those collectors 
or accum ulators wishing to dispose of 
their holdings - -
Your stamps held intact pending accept
ance of our offer - -
Ship your material NOW and make that 
vacation dream come true -

ON THE OTHER HAND - -
if you are looking for anything in United 
States stamps - -
your want list will receive prompt atten
tion - . 

ALFRED MENDELSON 
1412ANewYorkAve., B'k!yn 10,N. Y. 

UNITED STATES 
Userl Good to Flne--*M1nt Fine 

# 24 ...... $1.00 #120 ..... $16.00 1347 ...... $2.90 
63.... .. .70 121. .... 9.00 480 ...... 2.00 
68...... .75 122 .... . 38.00 547 ...... 1.50 
69 ...... 1.90 149..... 2.·15 572...... .45 
73...... .60 152 ..... 2.00 573...... .65 
76 ...... 1.55 153..... 2.80 575...... .60 
77 ...... 2.70 191. .... 7.25 *426 ....... 45 
78 ...... 2.10 217..... 2.40 *431. ..... 1.10 

112 ...... 3.10 218 ..... 6.50 *536 ....... 80 
113 ....... 90 238 ... .. 2.70 *557.. ..... 55 
115.. .... 2.00 239 ..... 4.10 *559...... .15 
116 ...... 2.50 240..... 6.40 *550 ...... 1.20 
117 ...... 2.80 310..... 1.00 *561...... .:lot 
118 ...... 16.00 326... .. 1.15 *564...... .35 
119 ...... 4.50 330..... 1.10 *656...... .60 
Satisfaction guaranteed. ApprovaJa included. 

H.M.MACK 
Box 162, Milford. New Hampshire 
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Weekly column conducted by Geor .. e B. 
Sloane. 116 Nassau St .. New York 7. N. T .. 
recog-nized philatelic expert and authorii7. 

"Lincoln Subscription" Stamps 
A curious item of unknown history 

turns up occasionally in old collections. 
The label carries a portrait of Abraham 
Lincoln, inscribed, "Lincoln Subscription," 
with the letters "U. S." in the upper 
corners and numerals to balance off the 
lower corners. Those the writer has seen 
are lithographed imperforate, and in the 
following denominations and colors: "2" 
black on red' "3" black on green' "4" 
black on rose'; "5" deep blue on v.:hite; 
and "10" black on orange. In addition, 
Elliott Perry reports a "12" black on 
blue. The colored papers listed are all 
surface-colored. They seem to be of an
cient vintage. Could they have been used 
anywhere in the U. S. for fund-raising, 
for a local memorial, perhaps, following 
the assassination of Lincoln, or could they 
possibly have had some connection with 
a Sanitary Fair? The story should be 
interesting and will be given space in this 
column if any reader can furnish the in
formation. 

* * * 
Brooklyn Wants a Stamp 

We. Brooklynites are humbly petition
ing for a stamp, a commemorative to note 
the 175th Anniversary of the Battle of 
Brooklyn (generally called the Battle of 
Long Island in the history books). The 
battle began August 27, 1776, and was 
fought through Brooklyn, much of it in 
F1atbush and the present Prospect Park. 
The poorly drilled and ill-equipped pa
triots fought a delaying action against 
well-trained British veterans. We lost, 
and Washington retreated across the East 
River and withdrew his forces to Harlem 
Heights, where, a few weeks later, the 
enemy under General Howe engaged him 
and lost the decision. We feel that Brook
lyn, as the largest residential community 
in the United States, deserves this phila
telic recognition. 

* * * 
Scott Catalog Releases 

In recent years the Scott U. S. Cata
log has been making its annual appear
ance in the latter part of February with 
price revisions differing from those which 
first appear in the Part I Standard Cata
log, usually distributed in September. 
This arrangement will be changed with 
the release of the U. S. Catalog for 
1951, which will be issued December, 
1950. According to a press notice from 
Scott Publications, Inc., these differing 
prices and number changes caused some 
confusion, and the publishers now feel 
that most collectors and dealers prefer 
that prices in the U. S. Catalog conform 
to those in the Standard Part I Catalog, 
and that's the way it will be. The 1951 
Part I Standard Catalog will be issued 
as usual in September, and Part II is 
scheduled for publication in November. 

-

u. S. 
MATCH and MEDICINE 

COLLECTION 
300 Varieties 

$644 Catalogue Price 
Condition Good-Very Fine 
Mounted in Carter AlbuIO 

Only One Available 

$125.00 

WILLIS F. CHENEY 
Successor to SPet.cer Anderson A 

65 Nassau Street, New York 7. N. Y. riDt'\ 

BRITISH U.P.U. MINT 
18 B.W.I. sets..... . ................ 72v 
12 MALAYAN ssts .......... . ........ 48v 
66 CROWN COLONIES .......... .... 2Mv 
81 EMPIRE COMPLETE . ............ 328v 

$ 8.30 
8.75 

36 .50 
4a.00 

Following Colonies at 50e per set: 
Antigua Ascension Bahamas 
Barbados Basutoland Bechuanaiand 
Bermuda British Guiana Britlsn Honduras 
British Solomon Cayman Cyprus 
Dominica Gambia Gilbert 
Gold Coast Grsnada Hong Kong 
Kenya Leeward Malta 
Montserrat Nigeria North. Rhodesia 
Nyasaland St. Kitts St. Lucia 
St. Vincent Swaziland Tonga 
Trinidad Turks & Caleos Virgin Islands' 

10% DISCOUNT FOR U. S. FUNDS 
Complete British U.P.U.list free. 

F.G.ATKINSON 
3822 Prudhomme Ave. Montreal 21'. Canada 

RAYMOND H. WEILL CO. 
Will Pay 

Up to Full Catalog 
For Select Copies of 

U. S. 15c, 24c and 30c 
1870 Grills 

(Scott #141, 142, 143) 

Used or Unused 

1895 

$5 MARSHALL #278 

Double Line Watermark 

VERY FINE MINT BLOCK 
PRICE 1475 

Available on Approval to 
RespOtlSible Parnes 

JOHN A. FOX 
116 Nalan St. .A New York 7 

Stamp·of.the.Month Club 
Many philatelists like to add a tew 

stamps to their collections eaeh month. as 
do book club members who receive a new 
book regularly. 

We have established a sim·ple system tor 
STAMP-OF-THE-MONTH CLUB approval 
selections. Our want-list blank. sent on 
request. Is your membership application. 
Just check off the United States stamps 
you need, fill in the total amount to be 
sent once a month and your regular selec· 
tions will be submitted on the date reo 
quested. 

References please, if unknown to UB. 

WENDOVER NEEFUS CO. 
Hudson, N. Y. 

Busine,.,. established 1894 
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our papers." Again on September 
1st, the Placer Times reported, 
"Since our last, two Express Hnes 
have been established between our 
City and San F'rancisco. Our old 
Uncle will have to stir his stumps 
else his 'regular' arrangements will 
become a DEAD BETTER." 

By the middle of October 1849, 
Sacrameuto City boasted of a popu
lation of 10,000. Housing was very 
inadequate and many was the resi
dent and traveler who found it 
necessary to sleep in the streets. 
mile every effort was made to im
prove post office service under ad
verse conditions, there are reasons 
to believe that there were times the 
post office did not function at all. 
Just how long Mr. Robinson re
mained as postmaster is questionable 
as there is de'finite evidence that he 
either resigned or was removed 
some time during the last few 
months of 1849. The Placer Times 
of January 26, 1850 states, "THE 
POST OFFICE has reopened on J 
Street, opposite the office of Priest, 
Lee & Co. The Postmaster, Mr. 
Freeland, deserves the thanks of 
the business community for his ef
forts in trying to sustain the Post 
Office on his own responsibility. The 
pllesent building is quite large and 
commodious, and people will be en
abled to get their letters without 
standing knee-deep in mud." 

During the months of Oc ober 
and November 1849, when the post 
office did function, the postmaster 
used a straight line cancellation. 
This must have been a crude ad
justable handstamp, as the five or 
six known examples of this cancel
lation are differently spaced. Fig
ure 2, illustrated herewith, is the 
earliest known use of this straight 
line cancellation and is part of the 
writer's collection of early Califor
nia postmarks. Other known dates 
are October 24th, October 28th, Oc
tober 29th, November lOth and Nov
ember 19th. 

After November 19th there 
appears to be no record of a Sac
ramento cancellation until Decem
ber 25, 1849 (Edgar Jessup Collec
tion). This cancellation is the well 
known oval as illustrated herewith, 
Figure 3. The postal rate was indi
cated by manuscript or by separate 
handstamp. The oval hands tamp 
was used by several postmasters in 
Northern California and was prob
ably a copy of the oval hands tamp 
used so commonly by the popular 
express companies. There are'" 
known examples of the Sacramento 
oval cancellation up through April 
1850. 

S TAM P S '* July 8, 1950 
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Figure I. Manuscript Sacramento Sept. 1 (1849) Paid 40 Cancellation. Courtesy of 
Edgar B. Jessu p. 
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Figure 2. Sacramento Straight Line Cancellation, earliest known date Oct. 21, 1849. 
Collection of the author. 

Fig. 3. Sacramento Oval Cancellation. Note four times 40 cent rate in manuscript, also 
three large handstamped 40's. Courtesy of Edgar B. Jessup. 
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Figure 4. Sacramento Circular Cancellation, 121/2 cent local rate, dared June 27 (1850). 
Courtesy Edgar B. Jessup. 

On Thursday, June 6, 1850, the 
Sacramento Transcript reports: 

"DAILY MAIL. We are happy 
to be able to announce at last that 
in the course of about ten days there 
there will be a daily mail established 
between this place and San Fran
cisco. From this we should judge 
that the mail agent, Col. Allen, has 
returned from the States with suit
able powers to meet the wants of 
California. We hope certainly that 
the government at Washington have 
been wise enough to confer upon 
him such powers. Other places need 
attention as well as our city, and 
we trust soon to be able to announce 
a thorough and adequate mail 
arrangement extending throughout 
the State." 

to Sacramento for we find that the 
regular circular post office cancella
tion was used in June of 1850. The 
earliest known circular cancellation 
known to date is that of June 27, 
1850 in the Edgar Jessup collec
tion, figure 4. Figure 5 illustrates 
an early 40 cent circular cancella
tion. 

It probably took several weeks for 
Col. Allen to perfect arrangements 
for the daily mail service between 
Sacramento and San Francisco. 
That he was able to accomplish it 
is evidenced by the following an
nouncement in the Sacramento 
Transcript of Tuesday, June 25, 
1850. 

"DAILY MAIL TO SAN FRAN-

Evidently, Col. Allen brought ade
quate post office supplies with him 

Figure 5. Sacramento Circular Cancellation, 40 c'ent rate, dated July 19 (1850), ex Knapp. 
Collection of author. 

AIR POST STAMPS (Al 
Our standard of eonilltion 18 generally a.ceptable. For selected centering please add the 

Premium Percent as indicated at the head of each set. Anything not satisfactory ma,y, of course. 
be returned for fUl~'~[eedit U~:s~~und. PLe:e~e use our prefix "A" Wlp~~teorde~~~8ed Used 
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1918. FIRST AIRMAIL ISSUE (+30%) 1936-37. CLIPPER FLIGHTS (+10%) 
Al 60 Orsnge .. ( 6)$11.75 $7.00 $1.65 $1.00 $5.00 A20 20cGreen ..... $2.65 51.50 $ ,38 $ .10 $ ,95 
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CISCO. The Senator yesterday 
took a mail for the first time from 
Sacramento to San Francisco. We 
have been informed that Captain 
Blair has obtained a contract from 
the U. S. Mail Agent, for conveying 
the mail from San Francisco to this 
place daily, and that the Senator has 
a contract with Captain Blair for 
delivering the mail at each place 
three days every week. It is possible 
the Hartford will be the other 
steamer employed in this service. 
There are ample facilities for mail 
transportation on the river, and with 
good management on the part of the 
mail contractors, merchants of both 
cities will hereafter be able to trust 
Uncle Sam with their important dis
patches." 

Again, on Saturday, June 29, 
1850, the Sacramento Transcript 
states: 

"SACRAMENTO POST OF
FICE has been constituted by the 
authorities at Washington, a dis
tributing office. Thus there are two 
in the State, the other one being, of 
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Read's Block. This location was established in 1853. 

course, that at San Francisco. Letter 
bags by the last steamer came direct 
to Sacramento without passing 
through the Post Office at San Fran
cisco. This is the first time we have 
received our mail in this way." 

All of this tumult about the mails 
took place before California was ad
mitted to the Union. On September 
9th, 1850 the Congress admitted Cal
ifornia as a State in our glorious 
Union. News of this important 
event did not reach California until 
October 18th, 1850 on arrival of the 

OREGON. Therefore the inconven
iences suffered by the citizenry in 
the Golden State are of much his
torical significance and more so this 
year, when California celebrates the 
centennial of its admission to the 
Union. The early post office cancel
lations therefore become of more 
than passing interest, both because 
of their scarcity and because of their 
historical significance. After one 
hundred years there have come to 
light only a relatively few of these 
early Sacramento post office cancel-

lations. They certainly augment the 
value of the collection of anyone in
terested in early California, and will 
do so more and more as time goes 
on. 

The writer has contacted several 
well known collectors and authori
ties on early California postmarks 
with the purpose of obtaining a rec
ord of aU manuscript, straight line 
and oval cancellation dates of Sac
ramento. He is very thankful for 
the fine cooperation of such emin
ent authorities as Stanle.1/ Ashbrook, 
Carroll Chase, Edgar B. Jessup, 
Harry Konwiser, E zra Cole and 
Robert Beale. If any readers of this 
article know of dates not mentioned 
herein, or who might have reason to 
question any statements made, 
please write to me at 519 California 
Street, San Francisco 4, California, 
as I am anxious to have the data on 
this important post office as accu
r a te as possible. 

• 
Coils Available Through 

Philatelic Agency 
The Post Office Department has an

nounced that coils of 500, of postage 
stamps issue of 1939, are now available for 
purchase through the Philatelic Agency 
in any desired quantities. 

Coming in August 

PART II . 
• • 

• • 

. SCOTT'S INTERNATIONAL ALBUM 
1940 TO 1949 ... (1950 Edition) 

ORDER YOUR NEW INTE.RNATIQNAL ALBUM 
PART II FROM YOUR DEALER TODAYI , .. 

Get your FREE DESCRIPTIVE LEA.FLET 
From Your Dealer, or Writ e: 

. 
S TAM P S * July 8, 1950 

NINE YEARS OF NEW 
WORLDWIDE ISSUES 
Here's what you've been waiting for 
. . . the complete up-to· date Part II 
of the International Album. This 
magnificent album in a handsome 
binder, will have more than 1250 
pages covering all the new issues from 
mid-1940 through mid-1949 ... yours 
in August for only $11.00 
Part II ... pages only. The same 
1250 pages covering nine years of new 
issues are available in loose form, 
only $7.00 
Supplement to Part II, covering 1946-
1949. 960 pages of necessary changes, 
actually replacing 90% of the original 
Part II . . . in loose form to be in
serted in your old Part II, printed in 
limited quantity, (available in July), 
only $6.00 

Binder, lettered "Part II" $4.00 

SCOTT PUBLICATIONS, INC · . 
1 West 47th Street New York. N. Y. 
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. INTERNATIONAL VOL. II 
ALBUM SUPPLEMENT 
IMMEDIATE DELIVERY! 

$ 6 Orders shipped same day reo 
ceived. Postage extra. Ship· 
ping weight 6 lbs. 

16·page Accessory Price List Free I 

QUEEN CITY STAMP CO. 
18 E .... t Fourth St.. Cincinnati 2. Ohio 

Cachet Craft Offers 
A. Complete Service JOT 

JUDICIAL BRANCH 
AUG. 2, WASH., D. C. 

FIRST DAY ENYELOPES 
BI-color: 10-35c; 25-700 
Uthograph: 6-250; 1()-45c 
5-Color: 4-25c; 10-55c 

FIRST DAY COYERS 
Neatly tyPed direct to you. 

Bi· color Lithograph 5-Color 
Single ..... " $ .15 $ .15 $ .20 
Block ... ".. .25 .25 .30 
PI. # Block... .50 .50 .55 

CACHET CRAFT COYER SERYICE 
54a Franklin Street FraminR'bam. 1\la88. 

PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND 
A fine mint unhinged copy of the 2d 

Prince Edward Island. 1862 issue. #5-just 
3c to introduce our famous approvals. 

VIKING STAMP CO. 
Dept. 6 130 Clinton St .• Brooklyn. N. Y. 

SCANDINAYIA 
SOUTH AMERICA 

EUROPE 
Price Lists of Above Groups on Request. 

Get Your Copies Now. 

YICTOR HASSEL 
Box 2946 Orlando. Florida 

GENERAL FOREIGN l\I1NT 
USED 

Hard to Get Stamps. 1/2 to 1 / 3 Catalog 

WANT LISTS FILLED 
Write for Free Price Lists. Refs. Please 

PHILASTAMPS 5126 Hazel Ave .. 
Philadelphia 43. Pa. 

FIRST DAY COVERS OF THE WORLD 
Scarce IIlalayan Jobore U.P.U .... " $1.50 
France Honors Poincare.......... .35 
Beautifnl Hungarian Chlld Set. . .. . .75 

IDUS J. WEILMINSTER 
52 Seaton Place Valley Stream. N. Y. 

(UPU Issues On Cover) 
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WESTERN 
HEMISPHERE 

NOTES 
By A. W. Bloss 

Those desiring information may address the 
writer at I 173 ""'rth Kingsley Drive, los 
Angeles 27, Calif., enclosing return postage. 

Penny Specialization 
COLLECTORS who feel that urge to 

specialize in a single stamp, issue, or 
group of designs might turn to the Latin 
countries for material. Some of these 
offer specialist possibilities among the 
penny stamps which can be had in great 
quantity. The collector who likes to hunt 
watermark and perforation varieties will 
find good picking here, and there are 
often color and cancellation varieties to 
dress up the collection. 

Among those offering possibilities for 
fun are--

Argentine 1916-1922 regular issues
These come in a range of perforations, 
watermarks and paper varieties. Shades 
are numerous; some interesting cancella
tions can be found. 

Brazil 1920-1940 reg/tiar issues-Few 
stamps come in more variations of color 
and watermark than this unpretty lot 
which was used for twenty years. The 
ordinary collector who takes only one of 
a kind can go frantic trying to complete 
a single collection. The specialist will 
find many of the stamps come with water
mark normal, reversed, normal inverted, 
normal reversed, and in some instances, 
the same in both horizontal and vertical 
posItions. There are also perforation 
varieties, thick and thin papers of varied 
degrees, shade, cancellations and doubt
less plate and electrotype varieties. 

Brazil 1941 to date regular issues 
(Netinhas)-These also come in various 
watermarks in all possible positions. The 
stamps come on thick, medium and thin 
papers, and are also complicated by exist
ing with and without green "traco" lines 
on the reverse. As far as we know, per
forations are 11 only. Some cancellations. 
These stamps get a big play in the 
Brazilian specialized catalogs, which indi
cate some are very scarce. 

Chile 1911-1930 Head types-Well de
signed, attractive stamps, many in bi
color, this group offers one of the most 
interesting fields. Early stamps are en
graved; later issues are typographed, or 
part typographed and part engraved. A 
mmlmum of perforation vanetles. 
Stamps come unwatermarked or with 
one type of watermark but in four posi
tions vertical and horizontal normal and 
inverted. Many shades, plate combina
tions on the bi-colors, some re-engravings. 
Some cancellations, including many am
bulantes or traveling post offices usually 
told by number. 

Chile airposts-The issues for foreign 
and domestic use feature the perforation 
varieties above stated. 

Cololllbia 190+, 1908, 1920 reg ular is
sues-These are largely a study of litho
graphic varieties in plate layout, as well 
as perforation gauge differences and er
ror varretles. Can be made into an 
intet~sting study of the work of the two 
manufacturers, as there are many plate 
differences. The 1920 set with PROVI
SIONAL tablet added comes in various 
degrees of angle of the tablet, as well 
as location, making plating possible. No 
watermarks but many cancellations. 
(Other later, perhaps.) 

* * * 
This writer recently went through a 

large lot of Brazilian netinha stamps and 
found one with the green traco lines on 
both front and back, on vertical pair of 
the 600 n:is stamp. This is the first 
time we have seen any of these stamps 
with this variety. 

* * * 
A dealer's house magazine features 

page advertisements headed "One-tenth 
of catalogue-Ecuador" and "One-Fifth 
of Catalogue - Nicaraguan Bargains." 
The lists that follow include a few items 
at these figures and many ranging from 
one-third to full catalog! This kind of 
advertising does little for the hobby, or 
the dealer, as it gives the collector the 
impression that these stamps are greatly 
overpriced. 

Many collectors, particularly among 
the newcomers, will not realize that these 
are a few leaders to attract business, and 
that the profit lies in the stamps priced at 
nearly full catalog. Any dealer so in
clined can offer a few stamps of any 
country, including U. S., Canada and 
Newfoundland, at large discounts, as it 
is always possible to buy some leaders 
at a low rate. Incidentally, it is always 
a good idea to check all Seebeck items to 
be sure that they are originals and not 
the reprints priced at original prices. 

• 
Handbook of German 

Colonial Stamps 
THE Dr. Ey Handbook of German 

Colonial Stamps and Cancellations is 
beginning to come out. The first of the 
five sections which the work will com
prise when completed is now at hand. 
While plain in outward appearance, it 
pleases through its excellent typography 
in a clear open type, and a grade of 
art paper that does full justice to the 
illustrations of stamps, overprints and 
cancels which are provided in ample 
measure. 

The editor, Dr. Eduard Ey, has had 
the benefit of the cooperation of a num
ber of the foremost students and writers 
about German colonials now living, sev
eral of whom were close collaborators 
of the late Mr. Friedemann, whose 
authoritative work the new book is 
intended to continue. 

The first section brings some infor
mation of a general nature that applies 
to all the German colonies, including 
rates of postage, a summary of the types 
of colonial stamps and their overprints, 
and the basic types of cancels. Cancels, 
incidentally, have received the attention 
in text and illustrations that is due them 
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"Spruce Tops" 
Kennebunkport 

Maine 

July 4, 1950 

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook 
33 North Fort Thomas Avenue 
Fort Thomas, Kentucky 

Dear Mr. Ashbrook: 

.. , 

Your letter of June 23rd, the day after I came 
here for the summer, was forwarded from Brookline and has 
been overtaken before my reply by yours of the 29th received. 

I am not posted regarding the P. F., but I shall 
be much interested to hear their verdict on the Boston red 
encircled grid with red concentric postmark of 1869-1870 with 
the decisive evidence either pro or con. 

There are no reference sources at hand which might 
help throw some light on the ship or route from Boston July 15, 
1857 of the cover to Australia with the interesting and to me 
new marking SHIP LETTER/FREE/DC 24/l857/GPO VICTORIA in red. 
lVas there a handstamp cut out on reverse below the BOSTON BR.PKT. 
which might have revealed whether the letter went via England 
or possibly transferred at Halifax for transmittal by a private 
British ship without any postal charges other than the U.S.5¢, 
as on other covers to Halifax collect? Perhaps when I return 
in September I can find what steamers or ships sailed July 15,'57 
but the cover seems rather baffling unless one of the English 
books has an explanation for the SHIP LETTER FREE. 

(1) Here is a cover with 3¢ envelope stamp from Aberdeen, 
Miss.Aug 19 and N Y Am.Pkt. Aug 30, 1856. Was the 3¢ disregarded 
or was it sufficient prepayment for U.S. internal, via U.S.PKT. to 
Germany in l856? (2) Cover from Marseilles via England in 1844 
with both P.P. (perhaps Port pay& in France ?) and PD although 
charged SHIP 6 at Boston; (3) from Paris in 1847 PD via Liverpool 
but only prepaid to U.S.port not to"destination"in U.S.-SHIP 7-; 
(4) NEW-YORK7SHIP/APR 11729cts to Boston, no year shown but pre
sumably 1846-7-8 for 24¢ U.S.PKT. plus 5¢ inland, as APR 11 was 
not within the "retaliatory" period of July-December 1948 ? 
(5) Have I ever sent you this l¢ stamp, which I thought might be 
from the top row of Plate 3? (6) l¢ plus 3¢ t 61 on local cove'r: 
l¢ carrier collection, l¢ local postage plus 2¢ carrier delivery 
(prepaid ?) to "No.ll Joy Street, Boston", or why a 3¢ stamp? 

Sincerely yours, 

~~C.&..k 



., 

lr . 1aurice C • Blake , 
;.6 "Spruce Tops" 

Kennebunkport, 1aine. 

Dear l:.r . Blake: 

July 14, 1950. 

;, 

I have delayed replying to yonrs -of the 4th, hoping that any 
day I mir;ht hllve SOMething to l"eport on that 1869 cover that Vi as in 
the Costales sale , but up to this ;,..1t1ng rrr.y- offorts have been in vain. 
It appears that nll interested partios in Uew York v/ish to consider the 
i ncident closed, so I am at a loss to figure out hOYI I am to bbtain any 
further infor~ ation. I supposo mllny of the denlers do m there consider 
me a meddlesor.lo old nuisanco \/h.o occasionally pokos his nOf30 into 
matt~rs w dch aro of no concern to 1.10 . Any effort to police the crook
ednoss in philntely 1s certainly a thankless undertaking. I really do 
not kno I if the covor in question has been submitted to tho Expert 
Con:m1ttoe of the 'P . p. . but perha:p8 it 1:1 just as \/011 un they would 
doubtless see nothine; wrons with it , p.nd VJould Huthenticate it. If per
chance , anything new develops reS! rdine the covm~ ~ I 1111 adviso you. 

').lhls ""'ill acknowJ.cdge receipt of tho covel" i1ith tho vertical 
pair of tho ~-)/ 1851 to Auntralin . I lill nake a photo .of t .. lis front 
and back and nend pl'ints to you lntor. Thol'P. is u. small piece cut out 
of tho fJllck .of tp.o folded 10 tter but I hnvG no idea why this WRS done 
or " hat; \'las on the pioce C\lt out. 

I 'J."ote yo 1 that I have a photo of' n sl11ilar cover f'rom sruno 
origin to srune person. It has sir ilar r ... li' "ines, but earlier in 1857, as 
folloV/3: Fayetteville vt - Jan 20 {1857}, Boaton "nr. 1'kt,1I "23 Jan," 
"Ship Lotter PREE dy 16 - 1857 - G. P. O. VictOiJia." 'Y record makes no 
ment ion of any JJ'ondon or Ene;J.nnd 1'. rkine;s" hence'I doubt if tho cut-out 
piece on the latter cover is a lRJ.'ge pen '2" and a penciled "56 . " 
These fiGul"as would have 1 ado sense ~ ad the letter heen prepaid, viz., 
double rate of 33/, via Southnmptbn - our credit to tl.e British of 2 x 28¢'. 

3/ Env010pe to Gm'l an . This is addressed to fI AlmAI:L .. G, II 0. 
tovn in Saxony-. It is pen nar.ed :>AID and routed Via Liverpool stenner -
all of' ;,rhich in~icates that it \'(mt by P:rl1ssian Closed .nil ?) thl'u 
Ene;land - (closed bag), - ~hcre is no (,vidence of a British nrking -
Such a "[,to was 30', prepaid, of \lhlch our share"!ls 23st and t 0 Prussian 
7rj,. I suppose the large blue 117 f1 innicates the 1l. Y. office credit of 
t at sum, - And the roel liNe 'I York" postrmrk indicates u fully paid 
lett e~. If Dlit deduc'tIOns are cor~"ect , th~n It seems :po'sible thl).t 27¢ 
was paid in cush at the po§t office of o:"igin. Do you noto anything 
that might not be in accordance \lith te ubove? \!hat I don ' t like is '" 
the f act that the J\be~deen, Hiss . PostmtsteJ" fniled to l.nrk tho 10tte~ 
as "PAID." One l.ght suggest thnt 11e York crossed. out the "7" and 
rate'Cf'"1ffie lotter as unpa.id, but if so , thore \'!ould have been n debit of 
23¢' mad the l:reW York postMark .,Ioulel not have been in red. Ono __ ore 
point - Prepaid lettCl~S by "P-.£'uss1a.n Closed Hail" Hore-invariably(?) 
stamped with tho "AACHEN - FHA! CO" narking. Thin cover has no such 
marking . 
Later 

Since writine the above I located a record in lYlJ" filos of' the 
red postl'1al'k on the back - this readn as follows: 



#2 • . ir . :aurice B. Blako , July 14, 1950. 

II SEEBRIFF - PER EHGLAl1D - UlTD - AACHEn. " 
. Two covers "lith "P . P. " and IIp . D. '' One 1844 - the other 1.847. 

t cegrot that I run unable to ot-zeer an explanation. I run \:.rondering if' 
Carroll Chase could inform us why both markings m~re uaod on the 1844 
aetter? I suppose the lip Dft meant that the French postage hnd been 
paid to the U •• Frontier via Liverpool. Naturally there was no .. Jay 
i n 'hlch prepayment of the ·1 . S . 'laa possible . 

U. Y. Ship 29CT . This is into Now YO:L~k by u . S . Packet -
Sea 24¢' plus 5s~. Roeard'less of data it could not have been retaliatory 
unless postage had been paid to U. S. Front"1er by the British. This 
does not s 0 v any prepaYMent to u. S . Frontier. USG could not have 
boen 1846, or 1847, but J.848 or later. The S.S . Wnshington laS the 
first u. s . !~ail Ship - You '7ill recall th t her f'irst trip to hUl" ope 
\1aS in I:ay - J'lUle 1847. I may ba '{TOne but I think covers in this 
class are scarce . 

One Cont 1851 T0tiiRO\". '!'he stamp 1s 5L2, and I judge this is 
a very early print . ~he s de 1s very fino and-e.ho i Ipression shows the 
eA.ltly [7"A.in of the plnte - thus t ... o slight ink f11n. 

Bo~ton 31~ rlUS l(~ . T~ is u .... o was no doubt Oct. IB61 or Oct . 
1862, but I ca:lnot 0 f'or n1" explanation for the rate - See PEn'ry ' s 

. Chapter in Dry One Cent Book, Vol. 2. I will lnl1.ke a \7ild guess - The 
street address might indicate thnt the 1'e. a.le \-;rito:i." des:tred tho lettor 
delivered y a cl?l'rier - Sho droppod it in a lettor-l)ox. Not being 
sure of' tho correct charge for "collection" and "delivery" she tried to 
play sare and put'4y! on ho'l" Ip.tter. ~oes that soom ::'a1r to you? Arthur 
Davis nas a si11i1ar cover - 3~ p:tUB l¢ 1861 - Boston p.m. (doub~m circle) 
in red - Klg. 30 (1862) addressed to Boston - with a street address -
11 193 \!ashington st. J I have a photograph of anothor COVOl" that belonged 
to Dr. Ralph Payne , of "Mar 2" - no year - addre~sed. enreeLoE) Higginson 
& Co. 

~ Again the cover to Austr lia. I located a print of tho 
earlier cover and I am onclosing 1t1ierewith. You can rettwn at your 
convenience . 

no - De currencV' I'larkin s . ~Tust a thou ht on this 
subject. I do not bel_ove hero ~ns any hing in the U. S.-British 
Troaty 1'e - sottlolonts in gold . Further, I do not recall nny cover 
fro England Bho~ing Deprec1~ted Currency nark1nes . Do you? 

With kindest .1'ogurda -

(S. B. A. rererence) 
(s .n; 19-16) 

CordIally ymlrs , 
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lIre Imgene .Taeg0:"", 
34 SUl ~G:r Ave., 

~:d5e\vood S, H. I. 

Dear !r. . Jaeger: 

AUE. 14, 1950. 

Thanks very . ..luch for yows of tho 8th. 

l~'ther roe;ard.inB the covor with the 21ft rate via 
Englnnd to France. This went by tho Collins LillO f:"or.l new YorTt, 
thus JJnoi:'ican Pnnket. B....'1d llOt by a pJ'ivato ship. Th0 IX-tyment of 
21P' U1S 1.U1dej.'I tho U. S ... British Treaty of 5i U. S. plus 16¢ sea -
thus a U. S. paytlont merely to the Br~_t5.sh Prontie"' . Thej:'Gafter 
the lotter Vias to proceed to Frnnce the SW10 a.s R. letter originating 
in En )lnnd and sent unpaid to France. Had this letter not been 
ovor .--:. ounco the Frt7ncr DuA "ould have l)oen 8 docimos, bnt 11 asnruch 
as tho due VffiS 16 decimoa, it nppoaI'$ t 1; tho lottGl' '¥'Us ovor- i 
ounco but not 0'101' ~. ounce. In 0 'jhot' ';o.l'els, the due \Vo.s 8 decimes 
per ~ ounce. As I advised yml ! have in my r~co~d a n,mmer of ex
amples of 21¢ rates to France (via G.B. sh~/1ng 8 decLe~ due , also 
examples of 42!t Paid in the U.S. ~~1th 16 deeiF1es dne . rnlat I failed 
to understand nhout the cover V7e,S the oombination of 2l~ paid and 16 
dacima~3 <lue, beclluso lis soaI'lS to be the only 1"OC01"d I have of such 
a comb:tnation. 

I ru quite conversant 'lith the Hill article in "Stf.U1lPS" 
of Oct. ::3, 1%7, but I fnil to find A.n explanation in this p~"tic16 
of tho co~binat10n of U. S. paid of 42¢ (over ofr oz.) and French Duo 
of 16 (leciI'lOa. 

I enclone n photo-p~int of R typical oXaMple of. the 42~ -
16 dec!! os COIl binnt1on. 

The "Brit:tsh-Foreign" mr1<:ing is 111uatrntdd 1n the lIen o::.y 
book (Post 1'1{s of the Brit! 11 Tsles) - paso 58 - Fig. 328 - !t-fs 
described thtU1: "Used m red on letters .... eoe1ved frOlYJ. the Cont1mlflt 
on which tl clal 1s l!lflde, the amounts being entered against the 
respect1ve lOrdS . " 

You will !'6ca1l that on the back or. this 10 ~tor was a 
British manuscript marking of one shilling e 19ht pence - this was the 
final sum due in London after tho lett~r had boen for :mrded back from 
FrAnce. , .. 

Thanks for your re arks on the Fnrt India paper. ~ Viera 
appreciated and \7ere M.ost helpi\11. 

Sincerely yours, 



" 

} 

. 

1r. Eugene Jo.oc;er, 
34 Su.nmer Avo., 

Ridgewood 5, R.I • 

Dear lr. Jaeger: 

Aue. 15, 1950. 

Sinco \-:ri ting tho enclosed letter of the 14th, I am 
in receipt of yours of the 8th. 

Reading over ray letter nga1n rray I e1aborn.t j a bit. We 
find the follov1in8: 

U.S . 21¢' p~ Id - 8 Dec:b es Due 
rr 21¢''' _ 16 If " 

" 42st If _ 16 It " 

Tho last as per photo-print herewith. 

The .gl - French rate was British 4 pence paid, and 
8 panee unpaid ... or 4 decimas ;P..ig. nnd 8 dOCinJ.6S un < id. What is a 
mystery to I'll ~ 1s this - If 42" ha _ to be y.1\id in - I) I . S . why \70.8 
only 16 decil os due :tn France, as only 16 declt.os \7aS due whon 21¢' 
~o.8 paid in the u.S.? 

Regarding the two covers enclosod in yours of the 8th, and 
which I peturrl horavl1th. YeR - on the COVOl" from Providenco 3$t was 
paid by the envelopo and 18¢ in cash - this is n "21 - 16" conbina ... 
tion as entionod above and nccording to the :c-atins should have been 
1nv.elght -

U.s. not over ~ ounce 
F "ance - Over 7;s gl"armuos .. not over 15 era es. 

Regarding the other cover - 1 ... 6re is what this ShO.7S -

Origin - rm York lay 28, 1850 - no 1ndicRt ion that any sum 
1O.s pR1d at ,jew York. 

Per II1born1a - This \lnS n. Brit sh Cunal"d hn:i..l Packet - mark
ings on back slio:r Hrit'ish Transit. On the front in a British due 
arking in 10 -;er right \7hich reads - "1/4" - 01" one shilling .four p:lnco . 

I Judee that this letter COBeS under the a ended articlos of the 1849 
U . ~.British Treaty - Article XIII \m.ich reads in r:art - "Letters 
or1ginating in t11e United States and addressed to f'oreign con ltries 
and British colonios an(l possossions containod in table 'B,' xx.x.x.xxxxxx 
shall be delivered by one office to t e dther froo of. all postage , . 
7hother packot or inland. " (end of quot ) 



112. 'L1"' . Eugeno Jaeger AuS. 15, 1950 

Under Table "B" is tho "Hooding -

"Bit 
List of Foreign Countiros nnel British Colonios and possessions, to or 
from whihh letters passing in transit through the United Kingdom ust 
be mutually delivered by one 0£f1co to the othor free from all postage 
wllether Packet o~ Inland -

Under th. B table is listed 
ttGor!'1a..'l states" 

as woll as quite a n'tunber of other co mtrias. 

In other \1orcL<J, your CO'Tor Vias placed in the new York Post 
Office - with no U. S. postage id - It was placed abo~.rd a Bl"itish 
'ail Packet and the British duo of one shilling four pence VIas tha 

British due to the Gerrlan Frontier, not Gorman destination. I think all 
the other mnrkings nre Ger •. :an and ! have no explanation 1'01" them. I 
hnve no record of the boxed ruo.rk1ng in rod on the bacl1:. I do not re
call that I have avor seen this bororo. I do not know the exact wording. 
It 1s not lis ted in tho Hendy book. 

\71th regnl"da .. 

Sincerely yours, 

" 



August 8, H~50 

Dear Mr. Ashbrook: 

I return enclosed your stamp & photo~ 
I have carefully compared your 3~ Or.Brown with my thin paper copies. 
It is definitely a Part India paper of the type which seem to turn up 
most frequently. It has the peculiar co lor o·f these stamps and the 
back also matches very well. I understand that a 40x magfnification 
will identify paper fibers but unfortunately I have no such instrument. 
Your stamp is not the very thin paper. A drop of water applied to the 

A 
face of your stamp will just sit there whereas on the very thin paper it 
will go through immediately. We have never established the true identity 

. of this paper. Dr. Chase calls them all Part India. I have only 2 of the 
very thi~, one of them a real sharp impression the other not so good. 
Of course in printing a full sheet of 200 stamps you cannot expect 200 

f perfect impressions. They must have tried several kinds of paper before 
, resorting to re-cutting and there is always the chance of finding something 
~ual in the 1-3 & l2¢. I have an Or. Brown on a very soft poor thin paper . 

Re your photos. I would not dare comment on the forwarded Vera Cruz cover 
without seeing the original. It looks like a private ship cover to me. 

The 2l~ paid and 16 dec.due is quite normal. The pretreaty U.S. single 
rate limit was 1/2 oz. but France figured the single rate per 7t grammes 
or approx. 1/4 oz. Therefore you will find quite a few covers showing 
this 21 & 16 combination in fact they will probably run about even with 
the 2l~ & 8 dec. due which latter, of course, had to be within the french 
7t grammes limito 

My U.S. French weight problem does not really enter until you get into 
multiple rates. For example a quadruple 4 x 21~ U.S. rate would not come 
out an 8 times 8 decimes but more likely 6 or even 5 times 8 dec. 
My notes describe such a cover from France showing 5 times 80 centimes 
per 7i grammes prepaid in France but 4 times 5¢ per 1/2 oz. due in the U.S. 

The BRITISH-FOREIGN marking on your photo is a new one to me. 

If you have a copy of "STAMPS~~ of Oct. 23, 1937 Hill's article on French 
rates has a good chart explaing the 21 & 16 situation. 

I was ve·ry pleased to hear from you and hope I have been of some help. 



, 

~r . gene Jaeger, 
34 S Qr Ave ., 

r~cawood 5, R. I . 

DJnr r. Jaeger: 

Aug. 4, 1950. 

Please noto the e (;10 ad photo- prints . 'Ihoy vmre 
sent to ne by A. friond ,.n Ji:nr;lnnd. Tho <: 1'0 s, all nnd not very 
good but I th1ru~ thut you ;i11 have no -'rouble rO'lclinC the 
markincs • I rul \' onderinc if t is . as thing to do with your 
p rob lOI of .. rench rnt1ne . 

You \1111 nota tile 1"'1'onch du J is 1116" dccirlos . Our 
21¢ paid to the Dritish Fro;l'tiol" - Did He 1"ate t'Lis HS ~. Oz . or 
under nnd did the French rnte it at ov r 2 oz . ? 

On all co Tors thnt I huve < eon of. 21,{ p~ id to t}lO 
British Fl"or.t~.er the French due "n" fIa" decimos . t'horo 'Ti'ttr 

wS!- was :»aid in. the . 8 . Plenoe return tho: 0 prints. 

~o .. for anoth~l'" nLttCl'" ... Back in 1936 you 10 cd ... 0 
seveI'll copioD of th 3~ 1831 0.1 "0:':'7 t~lin ! ld!U paper. If you 
still have your cop! . ill you plcn'~e COl_pal' the enclose 1 c opy 
with the.. . ~1 COpj of mine do J~ not !H~e 1 to OJC on as tLi n a 
paper us t 0 1'onl India copios t _! t you 3hoYIC'd o. I have 

j', clar.sod thin ns n lIvl}ry thin p pert! but not the real India. _ 
t~ t 1s your opinion? 

St pad addressed onvolopo f.~r roply. 

ith rognr 8 -

Sincor 1'1 youro , 
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Mr. Elliott D. Warshauer 

Post Office Department 
Assistant Postmast~r General 
International Postal Service 

W~shtngton 25. D. C. 

July 27, 1950 

901 Hillsine Boulevard. Carrcroft 
Wilmington 281. DelawRre 

Dear l1r. WarshRuer: 

ReSerence is made to your inquiry of July 24, concerning 
the ~ancellation. in the 1860's, of United States postage stamps on 
letters from the Virgin Islands and Fuerto Rico. 

ICCH-Gt 
012 

Available records do not indicate that United States postal 
agencies were maint~ined in those places during the perion mentioned. 

PosAibly the letters to ~"hich you refer w~re mailed on 
Uni ted States ehips on their "'ay from Puerto Rico or the Virgin Islands, 
Qnd for that rMl.SOn 1"ere prepaid ,.,i th United States stamps. International 
post~l regulations no", provide that articles mailed on board ships on the 
hi gh seas shall be prepa 1.d with pos tage s tamps of the coun try owni~~ or 
operating thE> vessel, and that those mailed on ships ",hile they are stop
ping in forp-ign ports shnll be prepaid ,,,1. th st~mps of the country ,,·here 
the ship is stopping. 

Sincel'~ly YOUTS, 

Greever A 1 ... all (s igned ) 
DireC'!tor 



--

Hr. E. D. Warshauer 

POGt Offi~~ ~partment 
Assistant Postmaster General 
International Foet~l Service 

Washingt~n 25. D.C. 

August 3. 1950 

901'Hi1lside Bculevard, Carrcroft 
Wilmington 281, Dplaware 

1)ee.r Hr. ''larsh~upr: 

This "7111 acknmdedge your letter of July 31. in further 

reference to the use of United State2 postage stamps. during the 1860's. 

on articles from Puerto Rl~o and the Virgin Islands. 

ICCH-Gt 
012 

From available records it is nOt~· possible to nns,,,er authE'nti ~ally 

your inquiry as to whether or not stamp stocks were issued to officers on 

United States ships during the perioo in Question. 

Sincerely yours. 

Greever Allan (signed) 
Director 



"'~: <--
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Aug. 86 , 1950. 

'r •• c. ~_lnKe , 
I '-.)pr·uco '110p II 

Yo .. QbullkpOl·t II f-l..!.nO . 

·Deal~ • r . I lnke: 

(jZ'$\/1th tl cover nR pel') • C)1.U'·S of the 1. th e 'rho" in 
a quontiOll ir: my mind \/hethor thin fI riti:ih Packet" i"'k:tn \laO' 
ap.>J.iod at t 10 ,oston ont: Of1'1cG . T'fie:r'Q Is no )orto _ POR..,rull" 7 

01 t" ir cov r - Ia t liR unus"tal for tho p 1"1OO? If tl (} . • J.J . was 
app..!.icd t the ""\oqton offico Uf) I nvO a three color conb1nntio .. -

(1) ::).... . in )lac 
(2 j I ID in rod brown 
(:;) ~cl>adit 1:)0 in i'cd. 

GO'! 1( it bo :)osf"1blo that tho ~ . rJ . was a 'lrivnte r:;;r 1 nrl1.:1ne? 
T!.in 1 q ita n. 100 15.ttlo itC.l. Tho 1m .. d 'wTiting on tho back 
10 )ks 11'0 J . u" ~n.rdy to .' e but I sa pro,)ably .• i"tu ::on R it ia 

'I.' ito doubtf 11 if' 1'0 olld k.>;0"01 th. t 140 HlB the rato and l~)() tho 
c (<'lit . .. till the 20.00 price 1. dicntos m'd/. 

I 10 _.' 111.,1to.tc to if"..i t 1.~ (If' n Dorton r'" r'_:!.nc ~;ith .. 
OU· lO!'O vi onco . I IlflV'( I ~ Co em i~1tO!!,P'_vo ~)enl"'ch tl "'. ny fil03 
tud J. do 0 ... P ,0,1 to h'vc n.ny I'ocm:.'d of it . 

r:h1s .Lett r i, dated 6.)Cp. 1, 1852 .. '7nich 'lilUS 01 a .1."1.108 -
day. I ,)oliovo the Cumtrd .s ip'" rHl ..... lod ovory other oclnonc.my fro . 
Bonton nn .70\1 'lork 1'3 it in pm~sibl" th' t tho n'_o' nailod on 

dnC8dn:y Sopt . gt11 11 185H fro.. Bo' to . I ncntion thi b CC1US(, I 
cons 1( 0 ·ed tho possibility that t is 19ht have boon a lottel." ail
ed at tr 0 ~lhhr£ - honee 0 Boston r . .• - that is, a Su )1(. Ip.ntnry 
aillott,r . 

.. rnl Vf ry odd th! t onJ.~· one ,xanpl h beon 
~ lOBO. ! .I.uot confess ti"',.nt I hac: n~V()l".l 

fie - yo r .,3,,) llnd gr;4 . • ,)'hn s lack of evidence ight 
,fiU: e 0 ~ i l.Jility to doc1pher Xi-ct ra.tes 993 I pI>on7~r to be 

, _. ~.~ 1 ox t ly l~O 1'or gold 1 ut thin Vlonle not _ i i; 934 if tho 
ttol' t s an unpaid f n Great l.,lritain. I j ucl80 934 liGht _<:\Vo 

n fro.... · J.unc9 (?)" 

Got'<lin,11y 0 u~n , 



Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook . 
33 North Fort Thomas Avenue 
Fort Thomas, Kentucky 

Dear Mr. Ashbrook: 

"Spruce Tops" 
Kennebunkport 

Maine 

August 30, 1950 

Thank you for your letter of the 26th returning 
my SL BRITISH/PACKET. There is no doubt that the PArD in brownish
red is Boston, Pl.33:598, as well as the lead pencil lAO (Pl.43:748B) 
and red credit l30(Pl.43:747), which seems to indicate that the. rate 
was paid in cash at the Boston post 'office, rather than mailed at 
the wharf. Omission of a Boston town or town packet postmark is not 
exceptional,or at least is occasional, on outbound overseas letters of 
Boston origin in the l850s. Also the variety of colors occurs, in
cluding quite commonly the circle BOSTON BR. PKT.(Pl.40:704) in black 
on reverse, but our earliest record of 704 in black is 12/26/52, but 
this 704 or its date variant 706 are rather uncommonly found on face 
in red: 704 from 12/6/52-6/3/54 and 706 from 5/26/54-6/24/56. This 
letter of 9/7/52 is earlier than we have found 704. However, either 
701 or 702 in red or 702 or 703 in black are known before sept.1852, 
but I do ~ot recall seeing use of these in 1852 on letters to thina, 
usually on covers to England. The SL as a private firm Inarking would 
be interesting but exceptional without any company indication. I will 
check on the sailing of the "Asia" Sept.8,1852 when I return to town, 
which probably will be the last week in september~ unless the weather 
is unfavorable earlier in the month. 
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PUTNAM SUPPLY COMPANY 
OFFICE AND YARD: FOOT OF SPRING STREET • TELEPHONE 9133 

PEORIA, ILLINOIS 

September 15, 1950 

. Mr. Stanley B Ashbrook, 
33 N 1" ort Thomas Ave., 
Fort Thomas, Ky 

Dear Stan: 

I am enclosing lot # 103 which Ezra bought ror me 
on the Fox sale for $140.00. This is the cover 
you mentioned the "killerll not being New York. 

In case that you feel that this cover is genuine 
in every way would you be nice enough to sign it 
on the back side for me. 

The only other item which I was able to buy was the 
Lot # 71 the 1853 post use with the New York canc. 
containing 4 bars. This I was fortunate to pica up 
for only ~77.00. 

Understand the "Steamer lOll brought $500. As you say 
they sure like pretty covers. 

By the way do you happen to have any "Express Mail covers" 
ror sale? Happen to have any on the run from Philadelphia 
to st. Louis? Ir you happen to have any interesting items 
let me know. 

Will have to be sending you a check for my bother to you. 
Caro and I were talking about you and Mildred the other 
day ••• maybe one of these fall days we may be able to 
come down that way. Regards, 

Sincerely yours, 

~ 
Cla s. M Putnam Jr. 

I am holding u~ my return on above lot pending your 
reply. 

MERCHANTS OF COMFORT THRU QUALITY FUELS 



. r. Charles iJ . Putnam, Jr., 
;; Putnam Supply Co. , 

Foot of SP:i-:'ir~ St!'l., 
peoria 3, Ill. 

Dear Charlie: 

sept . 16 , 1950 • 

Yours of thG 15th rocoivod with the lOrt 1847 cover • 

• Tohn Fox telephoned 111e from Louisville last night 
th'=lt he would pay me a v:tsit today - I am expect1ng hi!'l at 
noon, so I will hold the cover and discuss it with h1rr1. 

I really do not kno\V whether tho stamp originated 
on the cover or not and hence I cannot s ie;n it on 1;he back as 
genuino . In a case of. this kind whero an itoM is questionable 
I do not think it~ should be sold dthout a PhD.Ht.")l:tc Fonndation 
certificate. I do not recall a use of a Grid like this at 
New York . Half of the letter shoet · :1.8 I1~_ssinB and the tie to 
cover :.LS vory, very small. I want to discuss this covel" v;1th . 
John and advise him exactly what I am advising you so that there 
w111 be no :mixup if you decide to refuse to accept it . 

Hildred and I would surely enjoy havip..g Caro and you 
run over fot" a visit - Hayl)e we wiJ.l have l~ ome nice mather in 
October. 

Our best wishes to both Caro :md you. 

Cordially yOt~3, 



DONALD MALCOLM 

• COUNSELLOR AT LAW 

CORTLANDT 7-;~:~ 

~SS~~~~7JVg( . 

~/~/fSD 



\ 

SlA"ILfY B. ASI-JBROOK 
F. O. Box 31 

33 "I. Ft. Thom"s Ave 
FORT THOMAS, KY." t , S 1950 Bop ., • 

Dr. C 1"1"011 C a, 
.F.D. 1, 
UUford, 1 . H. 

D nr Doc: 

In your 1916 article - 334 - I note that you tntod: 

~O\ York uo d. n unro, or rathor d1runond oha d un-
fr sr1dL.'l 1n rod t 0 is tho co one t for oth r than tho first 

entlon d. 0 York also u ad, though v 1!'f I'n 01'1, th or 1nnry 
round Grid ron. n . 

Do you, by chance, 00 11 any cial data on tho above? I 
,ondaring if HO 7 York actually usc a round grid durine; tho 11f or 

tho f'orty-s von.? For aps I 11 gomg abro d might h va originatod 
olso~h 1"0, for 1notanc Bo to , tho stf P c ncolod thoro with 
round .gI'ld and. s nt on to IiOl1 York h r it as po. t rkcd. 

i1th beat ish 
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II' . i. Hubert Judd, 
"Oneonta" 

Dnlton. Ga. 

If.y denr Judge: 

Sopt . 18, 1950. 

I am seekinB a bit of L~formntlon and I will appreciate 
the favor if you can give me any data on the S'lbject . Here is the 
query: 

"Did you ever see the use of a round gridiron 
at the New York Post Offlce durins the life of 
the 1847 stA.I!lPS?" 

By any chance have you such a covel' in your collection? 
If so. may I see it? 

In the recent Fox Salo held in Washington on the 6th of 
this month, Lot 103, was a cover to PariS, France with a 10¢ 1847 
just barely tied wIth a red round gridiron crulcel. The postmark 1s 
Now York. Unt3oz-tuna.toly half' of tho :tetter sheet is missing ruld 
there in no evidence as to 'where the letter actually originated. 
The New York postmark io the only ovidence. 

This cover was sent ..,0 rna for authentication and I vms un
able to give a definite opinion on it because I was unable to recall 
any cover llsed fro:11 now York with the stroup (or stamps) cnnceled 
with a round grid. I ~ent thru my records, photographs, anction 
cataloeues , etc., but failod to locate any such fin item. 

In the CharlO orticle on the "FORTY SEVEns" published in 
the old Philatelic Gazette 1n 1916 , Chasa atatad on pago 334 -
(referring to caneels on the 1847 stnmps): ftllew Yorlt , alsQ 'ued, 
though very rarely, the ordinnl:>y round e;r1dil.'on. n I hnve of ton 
wondered if that state ont was correct . Did UOYI York ever use a 
rOmlc1 gridiron on the 1847 stamps - to bo more exact - prior to 
July 1 , 1851. 

In the Chase book on the 3¢ 1851- 57 , Chase stated, paGe 
340 (First Edition) , quote: 

"It sh0'U1d also be mentioned tru:lt 1 eW York City very 
rarely, while the Provis1onnls (5r,t Hew York) and the 1847 issue 
were currant , uRed a. rOlmd ~l'idiron . A very few covers have baen . 
soen thus canceled in tho 1 51 p rIod , the earliest date noted being 
July 12, 1851, and the latest Doc . 24, 1851. Why this gridiron was 
used so rarely I do not ID10l . It may possibly havo beon ono held 



#2 . Ir. !! . IIubert Judd, SJpt . 18, 1950. 

in resorve" (end) 

I 1111 appreciate any information that yml can give me. 

\ I trust that you are in the best of' health and that 1111 
goes \;ell ~:1th you and yours . 

Cordially yours , 



. . 
Sept . 18 , 1950. 

Mr . Ezra D. Cole, 
\ Nyack, N. Y. 

Dear Ez: 

Re - the 10~ '47 cover - Fox Sale - which you bought 
t'or Putnam - To Fr nce w1th 10¢ '47 - I sent 1 t back to Charlie 
and informed him that i nasmuch as I was not sure whether it 
was good I could not sign i t for him. John Fox was here Sat
urday and I discussed it with him and pointed out the suspicious 
points , and told him that Charlie mle;ht return it . I also sent 
John a copy of my lottor to Putnam. 

If you have time before you laave home see if you can 
find any record of the 11se at New York of a round grid during the 
life of the forty- sevens . Chase stated in his 1916 article that , 
quote: 

"New York also used, thoueh very rarely , the 
ordinary round gridiron. " 

I have a suspicion that Doc may have been wrone; , but 
it is a question that I would like to clear up. 

With regnrds -

Your~ ~ tc . , 
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Mr. Paul ,Rohloff, 
22 ~ 'e8t Monroe St., 

Room. 1603, 
Chicaeo, Ills. 

Denr Paul: 

.. , 
Sept. 18, 1950. 

Re - the Sampson cover thnt you bought .from 
John Fox - 10~ 1847 - plus 5~ 1847, addressed to Paris, 
France. There are several pOints about this cover thnt 
I cannot explain. Will you please send it down to me 
so that I can make a minute examination of it. The 
letter inside is dated Boston Jan. 6, 1851. 

Thanks. 

With best wishes -

Cordially yours, 

, 



\ 

Dr . Carroll Chaso , 
R. F . D. 1 , 

l1ilford,' U. H. 

Donr Doc: 

Sopt . 18, 1950. 

In the Fox Sale held in 'lashington on the 6th of this month 
was a cov r (fold d letter) to France \1ith a IO¢, 1847 jut barely 
tied by a rO\U1d grid in an orange r d - and postmarked New York in a 
vermIlion red - ho use 1n January 1851. This cover sold ~ '1.il40 . 00 
and it has been submittod to rna for an opinion. The use of a round 
grid on an 1847 stamp at lew York appeared ost unusual to me . In 
fact , I do not recall ever seeing such an item. Unfortunately tha 
lett r 1s n1ssin8 and there 1s no L~dlcation of tho actual origin but 
in tho absenoe of any other postmark one ould assumo the letter 
originated t e\ York. 

In your 1916 artiole - paea 334 - I note thnt you stated: 

fI s fe York used n square, or rather diamond shaped un
framed gridiron in red this 1s the co cnast for other than the first 
mont loned. Ue\,1 York also used, though very rarely , the ~,rdinary; 
round gridiron. " 

Do you, by chence , reoall any speoial data on the ab'ove? I 
am onder1ng if lew York actually used a round grid d\~ing the life of 
the forty - sevens? Perhaps n 11 B0ing abroad 19ht have originated 
olsellhero , for instance Boston, the stamp canceled there ith a 
round grid nnd sent on to No York there it 7RS postmarked. 

\ 1th best :vishes -

Yours etc ., 

" 







, 



1,1r . Don l'alcolm, 
233 Broadway, 

new York 7, !l. Y. 

Denr Don: 

Sept . 18, 1950. 

Please note copy of letter enclosed, h1ch please 
return . 

I discussed t s cover ~ith John Fox last 
Saturday and ho suageatod that you ieht have ~Otne data on 
tho use of a red e;r1d at New York dnrlne the life of the 
eighteen rorty-sevens . 

Cordially yours , 



• C 1'11"011 Cl • • 
.F. D. 1, 

Uford, t.lI. 

Donr Doc: 

lth l)oat 

e10 -
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• Ghnrloo • Putn ,Jr., 
% Putnrm Supply Co •• 

Foot of Spring St., 
Pooria 3, Ill'. 

D ar Cb rlio: 

sop. 17, 1950 • 

Furthor rot'orring to r.rJ lot tor of Saturday. I return horo-
71th tho lO;! 1847 covor. I hnd a tnlk lth Jolm Fox {bout this yes-
torday and o. plnin d to h1n that you hn sont it to for ny opinion 
nd th t ! was una)lo to ca 0 to u dofinito opin1on roga dine it an 

under tlo o1I'e taneoa you 1Ght (ooida to return. it. So \1hatevor 
you do I think Jom ill not fi any tnult . ' 

I havo no r colloctl0 of ov r so01 B n roun grid used nt 
flo ~ York during t 0 11£'e of the 1847 . tnps. I \7ont tErn nll file 
of photo but inS unabl to find slloh a.n ito' . I alao soa.rchod tbru n 
numb r of auction cntnlogu s ithout 1'1 ding un oxnnple . Ho\/ovor, I 
roforr d to tho Chase nrt1clo of 1916 on the lA47 , s and found tho 
follo\71ng, (page 3;'$4), quot"e: 

grid. U 

flUe York also used. thoug very rarely, tho ordinary round 

I may 00. ng th:tne;s but the rod of the grid sao S dl orant 
from tho rod of tho po t rk. Tho fOlmf)r appear. to eyo to be oro 
ot an ornnso rod. I Bot thls e react1.on ,mder my 1 p - also in ex-
a 1ng the 1ns~ 0 of tl 0 OOV r, tho r ink of th post rk appo lOS 
difforont fro th rod ink of th s all bit on the covor to rlsht of tho. 
at p . 

Ono ooro point 1 this - In tho nbsonoo 01' any other u. s . 
po. tmnrk on faoe I an, th OI'16in as York nnd if net York, then 
th ~r d auld have hoen applied at 10\ York. Thin e n "ohore to 
o 1p rat requ1I'tng p~ p r ~ ounco . To havo rO~11 od n ymo_t of lO¢ 
tho lett~r a\lld h :va to bilve o1Bhocl OVOI' S3 ounce. ho ronch duo on 
thia lottor no 15 doc os or approxlI toXy 28;J(!. I nn not absolutoly 
auro but my i p as a thnt if tho lotter ,oighod ovor u nn ounco a 
highor au. thnn 15 on 70 lId havo boen (u in nnca . 

1 . Y ball ong in my ox illntion of t 0 .cov.r (1 it might 
be nbno utoly B nuino . If it 1s, thon it t bo a darn raro covor -
and 0 lld prove t Chnse) stnte 111 his 1916 articlo. 

,1th roc rds - Gord1ally yours, 



!r . Harold W. Stark, 
P. O. Box 288 , 

.. Ann Arbor , I~ich. 

Dear Hor old: 

Sept . 21, 1950. --}hl~ 
Gp~ 
Set/\, l~ 
To 
M·~ p{~\, C 

. r. Eugeno Jaeger recently loaned me two rather interesting 
covers - Both wel"O from 1l.ne1and to this country - one in 1860 - the 
other in July 1866. The former showed a rating in accordance with the 
1848 reaty , viz: On a letter of ovor 1 ounce .. four rates wero 
chargeable - For example . over 1 OW'lce - ,mder lit ounces - four rates 
were chargeable - not three . The second cover of July 1866 had throe 
British one Bhilling st ps and a red handstmnped crodit of "63 ~ .:> .tl 

Tho letter showing a triple rat 1th a triple c~edit to tho U.S. ,.O.D. 
of 3 x 21¢' (16 plus 5) by lAbel': Pkt . " 

If my morlory servos me correctly this is the only U. S.-British 
trilla 24~ rate that I have ever soen. It is evidence that nt some 
per od be- men 1860 and July 1866 a change ms Dade in the AnBlo-Amarican 
Treaty'whereby tho rnting .. as per hali' ounce the srone. as the U. s. domestic 
method. 

Under investigation I noted the fo1lowinS: 

1859 - P. L. & R. - Under "R0§'!tat10ns" - page 88 - Sec . 157 -
entitled - "Rule of rating letters, etc . , q1o'ire: 

"All lotters to nnd from for 19n countries (France nnd the 
orth American Prov1nces Jcopted) nre to be charged ~ith singlo 

of postuGe, 1f not oxceeding the \ eight of half an ounce; double 
if exceeding half an ounce. but not exceeding an ounc ; suad..ruplo 
if exceed! mmc. b 11; not exceeding two ounces; and so on, 

or eve ounce or fractional art of an ounce over 

Th full t xt of the above 111 be founa in ~ One Cent Book 
( 1851-57) - 01. 2 - page 347 . 

and 1866. 
Because of the mr . no P.L. tG R. ms published between 1859 

I have an unofficial book entitlod -

"Post Offico Directory for 1866 11 

Revised and cor.rect d 
to 

October t, 18G5 

Publishod by the 0rican No s Company - 121 nassau st ., Ue\7 York. 
This contains the s, e instruction'" regard1ngthe "Rating of Letters

rt 

as contained in the P . L. & R. of 1859. I note the following in tho 
p . L. & R. of 1866 - R gulntions - png 47 - Sec . 263: 



1?2 . l~r . Harold \I . Stark, sept . 21 , 1950. 

n A11' lette1~s addressed to 1'3:f'itish 0 louiea and foreign 
countries via En lond, or to Belgium, arc to bo charg d 'flith singlo 
rato of pos nge , · not oxc eding tho \io1eht of half an ounCe; 
double rate 11' excoeding half an ounce, but not exceod1ng an ounc ; 
quadru)21o rate , if exceeding an ounce , but not exceeding tliO ounces; 
and so on, charging t 'fO rates for every ounce or frnctlonal part of 
an oune - over tho first rate:' As this rule differs from that followed 
in respect to domestio letters J great care is requisite to prevent 
nistakes . Letters in tho mail to France are to be ch reed with mingle 
rate of po~taBe, if not excoeding the weight of one- quarter oune ; 
double rate if exceeding a quarter. but not exceeding half an ouncej 
and. so on. nn a<'td1tionnJ. rato be1ng cba.rged for each qu tel' ounce or 
fractional part of a quarter OlUloe - Lettor~ addrossed to Grent Britain 
and Iroland, or to the German states. etc. , whon sent via Bre on or 
Ham'6urg, and the Brlt' sh Uorth American Provinces . are tod in the 
sarno • nner ns dome3t1e letters one rate beln char d ror oach fii'ilf 
ounco or lrac onn. pro h of qua a. ion) 

Tho 1866 P. L. &, H. 1'" dnted UaJ.1ch 1 , 1866 , so evidently the 
Re~lntl0 changing the rating o£ lettors Jas made botween Oct . 1 , 

,¥br 18p5 and Uareh 1, 1866. 

The Ja ger cover 1s the only one that I hnve over seet). with 
the handstnmpod Brit ish or dlt of 1163 C TS" - Tl e Tro ty expired 
as of Dec . 51 11 1867. so the rating \.ns Qvidently only in effect durlng 
1866 and 1867. 

I regard the above 1s 

' .. 

interesting. 

A'-H~roo 

p. (l Box 31 
33 N. Ft. n,om .. Ave., 

FORT THOMAS, KY. 
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the J?~ . R. of 18 6 - gul tiona -



2 . ~. u ne r eel', sept . 21, 1950. 

tho o1eht 0 hnlf' n ouneo; oublo 
O'11CO , 1 t not 0 ~cood'.Yl6 III ounco; undrup10 
but not xco inc t 0 oune a; nnd so on, 

ouneo or f_l1ct1onn1 rt of on ounco ov 

Yo~ t 0 cove h I ;}1th cont':\. tho bove ogul t ions . 

I v n uno.ficinl book ntltlod -

"Post 

hi cont ina tho f 

cont inod in t 0 P. L. 

Tho 1860 . JJ . 
a ti 0 chnng1ne th 

ch 1 , 1866. 

1006" 

nstruot1on r g dinS th " t1ng of Lett ra" s 
• of 1859. 

1866, 0 ovid ntly th 
as bet oon Oct . 1, 1 65 

I turn1ne your t 0 

in I nt on, 1 v befor # v. I seen t 13 H03 Cents" and 
n tur 11y it 1s raro b ceUR the only Tr ty p.xp1red D c . 31, 186'7 . 

_honks vory lUoh :Oor 10 Jk t those t 0 COY l' • 
Co tinlly yours , 

• 



Mr. Eugen Jaeger, 
34 Sumner A va •• 

Ede;ewoexl 5, R. I . 

Dear :1" . Jaeger: 

Sept. 28 , 1950. 

.. r with the covo,", as pOI' yours 0 f the 25th. I lTlUrt 
cont S~ th t I never bafor saw n e vor rat~d like this. The 
"H1bornj.a" was n Cunard Pac t and the sniling3 in 1 49 00-
curr on' edne day . I not the letter s dnt (1 It \1 York J'uly 
lOth, 849 ;hlch \7fl TuosclAy, so evidently this latter 10 t 
by th ll1bomin th n xt day. B ar no NeVT York postm.:'1rk it 
v us v1d ntly not 'P1ac d in the ll,#; York P. O. and it appears 
that all the Br1tlsh co dared tan n proper rate to collect was 
their ar, - 16¢ seu anu 3¢ do ostic - under the troaty. This 

e mot urnt u.al but at any rat th Y' collected the sum they 
were ent1tl d to collect and 1nao!!I.U.ch aH they had no debit of 5¢ 
from the l.J. s. they bad no account ne to nke to us . Yes , I 
think your annlysis of 9~ pence (mo 1s correct . 

"For carry1ns into execution the Convention of Dec
ernbor 1[1, 1848. " 

Exhibit "B" was ~ part of the May 14th docwnent . 

Rogarding ratefl to C} nEl ut that ti - Exhibit "D" in 
the nay agreenent fixed the rate to various countries - for ox-
enple to China 

not exceeding 2 oz . ) 45¢ 
ia Southampton ) 

Regarding the latter rate - th1fl was figured as fol low.: 
By or . Packet 

u.S. 21¢ 
Brit! h 34 
Foreign 10 

, .. b5'¢ 
Does the above an weI' your query If not, ploase adv1s • 

Sincoroly yours , 



• Harold 'I . Stnrk, 
P.O. Box 288, 

A.."'lll Arbor, nioh. 

Sept . 21, 1950 • 

Plcaso pIrdon the delay in returning the covers as pel' yours 
01' the 13th. I have boon slowed dm"rn With a very bad hend cold that 
made l:1fe mi ertl)J.e for ovor ten day. . I must have p cked up some sort 
of a germ. 

The 4~ c1. cular rf te to Liv rpool is most 'Ullusual and I judge 
two (2) circul.ars \70r onclosed llnk1ne th~ U . 8 . raijO 2 x 2ff. . eight 
1iiicI nothlne to ~·o \/ith tho rnto Qt s o\m by the Brit:t h "2' ponce due, 
wh1ch w n according to wOight. I don't r-oca11 th t I ever amI a. "2 
c1rcular rate ... such A.S th1r .. to Enelw.d."... Sec r:ry One Cent book ... 
Vol. 2 .. PllB6 3;~6 tor tho Brit1sh "2. I' 

On no.il to G. B. tho F . L .. &. H. stated: "i?nnphlats and peI'1od-
1cn1 two cents -0 chI! tc . - nee Ono Cent book - Vol . 2 - ua 0 345 -- ... The P . L. & R. pnBo 61 to r1ght .. This the 185'7 - last _ arngraph. 
Ne\7splperS and c1rcu1ar ail could not he prepaid to dest1nn tion and 

doubt the d1f'ferenc in rating \}llf) the reason. 

3d 1861 cover TO tp'ort R.I . Sap. 25!J l861. 10 TIarol I wo ld 
not cnll tn s a 11 ~"atFih." a "near pink I or "Pinkish nose . " Yoars 
ago :ve were i.~ t 10 nab1t of rotor-ring to ,.,uch oglors as tho fI early 
birds" ... that is# early printings of the S¢ 186 . This stamp is 0. fino 
Ros e - very fine ilith trace o.f PIHKISH. 

SOt! to Switzorland 1n 1867 ... I beliove that your nnaJ:ysls is 
\I corroct - t have n record or a similar covO!' .from Uarrisb lrib Pa. Jun 11~ 

".!.J" 1866 (yours is Ja 25, 1867) - It has two lO¢ 1861 p. us a di gonal han 
v of a 2t, black Jack. It 1s routed "Via Havre & Pr nee" nd has a Uo 1 
Pall Yorl! postmark - fI • YORK - U. S . P .: JUN 14 - PAIDI! Over this is the 

bluo Bremen marking as pe~ your cover. 

~IJS if) 1 I believe tmt you are \ rong about the "16" - This 1s a 
() f\ :foreign mar'k1ng - (in my opin1on) _ and not a cred1r. The rate to Bremen 

. I at this time las10¢ - Via Bremen to S Itzerland it was 19~ (poI' U ounce) . 

e V- 35 157 block - Extromo1y 111co - I note tho let tel" was dated 
PI'. 1, 186 - but the S.F. postmnrk is nppr.rently Apr: 9 1860. 

Thnnks Hnroid for the invit.ation to tho D. P. S. party next 
Sa.turdny. Emmerson Kru.g Elnd Ezra Cole ill be hp.re Fr1day Ilnd Snturday, 

. so ovor the .sekond, HonI"1 Abt of new York. In addition the Cincinnati 
'P: iln tellc Soo1ety is giVing n d~ ar and Exhibition Saturday night . 

m bel" me to all nty' good friends in the D. P. S. and tell thern I will 



. , ... 

#2. r. Harold W. stark, sept . 21 , 1950. 

miss being at the party this year • 

family . 
\ 

• ildred joins ~e in boat wishes to Ruth, you and all thG 

Cordially yours , 



Hr . Winthrop S. Boggs , 
% The Philatelic Foundation , 

22 East 35th st . , 
. New York 16 , N.Y. 

Dea.r Win: 

Sept . 28 , 1950. 

Yours of the 26th received. Herewith.l return the 
photo-print . 

I am sure thnt Vie both have a very clear understanding 
of the II comb ina t 10n c (J'I er s • n 

I cnn well appreciate why the Uew York P . O. did not 
collect any further postage on the 3¢ t51 - Boaver cover, photo 
which I sent you but the photo here~1th is nn entirely different 
p~opos1tlon . In this ca~o the full rate vas not prepa1d in 
Canada and the U. s. rece1ved nothing. It is true that Canada 
received her share (and more) to the border but the letter should 
have been rated as entirely unpaid and not PAID, so that Now York 
could have collected lO~. It seems that bo~rfice8 did what 
they should not have done . There is no question but what New 
York should have collected lot on this lettor , that is, provided 
it is e;enuine . If it is genuine , it 1s quite an interesting 
cover . 

With regards -

'Stncerely yours , 



/ 

/ 

TRUSTEES 

ADMIRAL FREDERIC R. HARRIS 
CHAIRMAN 

THEODORE E. STEINWA Y 
TREASURER 

ROBERT l. GRAHAM, Jr. 
SECRETARY 

THE PHILATELICFOUNDATION 
22 EAST 35TH STREET 

NEW YORK 16, N. Y. 

MURRAY HILL 3·5667 

WINTHROP S. BOGGS. DIRECTOR 

TRUSTEES 

GEORGE R. M. EWING 

SOl GLASS 

MALCOLM JOHNSON 

HARRY l. LINDQUIST 

SAUL NEWBURY HUGH M. CLARK 

MRS. JOHN D. DALE Sept ember 26, 1950 A. H. WILHELM 

Mr. S. B. Ashbrook 
33 N. Ft. Thomas A ven ue 
Ft. Thomas 

Kentucky 

Dear Stan: 

r-:::- I ret1lr'n herewith the photograph o-;;i.i. cover f'rom \ 
( ~~ronto to New York bearing a 31- 1851 and a 3p Beaver. While \ 

this does not lmet with the treaty terms this 1'orm 01' pre-
payment does oc cur occasi onally and, if you will re1'er to my 
Appendix D, #8, you will see a 1'ootnote which also re1'ers you 

II to #17, 18, 19 and 47, which shows this problem as coming up 
fl all the time, particularly #19 Which speci1'ically says that 

"letters passed bearing U. S. stamps should be rated unpaid, 
to be accepted or rejected by the U. S. Post O1'fice authorities", 
and that is wh at I th ink happened wi th the cover we are dis
cussing. 

r - As a matter 01' 1'act we have be1'ore us now a cover 1'rom 
Canada to New York bearing l~ 3p which is unquestionabl. OK but 
which the pos tmaster at Por t Hope either misunder s tood ~r was 

I prevailed upon to accept, a1'ter paying t he full rate. In other 
words the 3p paid the Canadian rate md the ~ 01' 3p paid the 
U. S. postage. It certainly does not mean that there was a 4~p 

L
rate. I enclos e a photograph of it which I would appreciate your 
returning promptly. - - -

I have your arti cles !'rom stamps concerning the 1847s 
and will adapt as much as possible and ir I do desire to publish 
the corrections, va 11 consult wi th you. In regard to the 1847 
cover appearing as Lot 33 in the Harmer, Rooke sale, September 26th, 
I am, a s you can readi ly under stand, not pe rmit ted to commen t upon 
a decision made by the Committee. However, I will present your 
letter on this be1'ore the Committee at its next meeting which is 
October 2nd. 

_. 

\ 
\ 

J 

I trust by nON you have had the article in tile Belasse 
magazine translated and perhaps it contained some matters 01' interest. 

wsb/l 
enc"l. 

Wi th kindest regards, I am 

Boggs 



Sept. 28, 1950. 

Mr. Harold Vi. Stark, 
P. O. Box 288, 

Ann Arbor, Mich. 

Dear' Harold: 
I . " Ra - that cover with the 3t 1851 - and Canadian 3 pence 

Doaver from Toronto in 1853 to New York. I sent a photo to Boggs 
and his comment was as follows: l 

"I return herewith the photograph of the cover from 
Toronto to New York bearing n 3ft 1851 and a 3p Beaver. While this 
does not meet with the treaty terms this form of prepayment does 
occur occasionally and, if' you \1i11 refor to my Appendix D, #8~;. 
you will see a footnote which also refers you to 1./17, 18, 19 arm. 
47, Which s hows this problem as cornine up all the tine, particularly 
/119 which specifically says thA.t 'latters passed bearing U. S. stamps 
should b~ rated unpaid, to be accepted or rojected by the U.S. Post 
Of.fice authorities, t and that is whA.t I think happened with the 
covel" we are discussing." 

In other wo~ds Harold, 1£ the U. S. officials were satisried 
as to the pay.nents it was okay. Inasmuch as Canada got her 3p on tIllS 
letter, and the U. S. got 3¢ - the letter did go thr'll as fully paid -
no doubt about that Whatsoever. I still think that this would make a 
fine addition to your other cover with a 5¢ '47 and a Beaver. 

Boggs sent me a photograph of a cover \Vhich som~onc sent 
to the P.F. F..xpert Connn1ttee. It l"t...as a Beaver and a diagonal half 
in a horiz. pair - it was Port Hope U.C. to New York City. Canada 
handstamped it "Canada - Paid lOcts" (two lines). No postage WA.S 
collected at New York. Boggs stated the cover is genuine. On an item 
like this, if. ~enU1ne, I think New Yo~k should have collected lO¢, in
asmuch as the uii rate (6 pence) had not been paid i~ Canada and 
we had received nothing. Commenting on the cover Boggs stated: 

"As a rna. tter of fact we have bG.fore us novi a cover from 
CanadA. to New York bearing l~ 3p which is unquest ionably OK but which 
the postmaster at Port Rope either misunderstood or was prevailed 
upon to accept, af'ter PB.'1inB the f'1.l11 rate. In other words the 3p 
paid the Canadian rate and the i of 3p paid the U.S. postage. Ii; cer
tainly does not mean th~t·there was a ~p rate. I enclose a photo
graph of it which I would appreciate your returning promptly." 

How was the ~rty last Saturday? 

With best Wishes -

Cordially yours, 





l 

• EnJrtlerson C. Krug, 
3000 - 13th Ave., South, 

Birmingham, Ala. 

Dear Em: 

Oct. 7, 1950. 

Your Special did not arrive until 9:30 p.m. last 
night (Friday). I forwarded the covp-r first thing this 
morning as per copy of letter herewith. 

There is no question but w~ the cover is a fake and 
the chances arc thnt neither of the stamps originated on the 
cover. With 30~ due in Frnnce a payment of 39~ could not have 
been "Insufficiently Paid." No dealor should o.ffcr · a cover 
like this without sorne assurance that it is genuine. They 
don't seem to care whether buyers get gyped. I never received 
a catalogue. It is but a guess as to what stamps were on this 
cover originally - anything under 30¢ could have been prepaid. 
Inasmuch ns the crooks an this side had no knowlMge of markings 
in Seybold I s time I judge the cover was "fixedtl in this country. 

I won't say anything to Ezra but inasmuch as you are 
not going to buy the cover I suggest you tell him I said it is 
bad. 

Have been so busy haven't had time to send your covers 
to you but will do so over the weekend. 

Regards -

Yours etc., 

- - ... . ", 

.... l':- -:" ~ ';, 

" . ' 
~ , 

..... ,~L - ~ 
L- -



1r . Carl E. Polander. 
545 Fifth .va . , . 

1 0;; York 1'7 , • Y • 

Dear Carl: 

oct . '7 . 1950. 

The enclosed cover as sent to me by Emr arson 
Krug of Birminghrun for my oxaminat ion and opinion with 
request that I forward it to you. It came in late last 
night by. special delivery and! am forwarding first 
thing this norning. 

I did not receive a catalogue of this sale . 

I am enclosing postage and would appreciate a 
copy. 

Jay kindest robards -

Cordially yours , 

, 
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:r . Jack E . 1 oles i'iorth_ 
102 Beacon. 

Boston 16 ~ l!llss . 

Denr Jack: 

oct. 0 , 1950 . 

Here 11th the tV{O covers as per yours of the 6th. 

I note this was postmarked the 7th - It reached me at 11:30 
A. d. today (Sunday) . On the bnck it bears n Loui3ville p. m. of' Oct . 
7th - 1:30 P. M. \fhy it wont en to Louisville I do not know unless it 
did not come by a pane direct to Ginc inl.ati . 

He - the 5st 1856 cov(~r - T. in is a fake - that ls , the 5-j 
stamp did not originate on this cover . In fact . the use of' this cover 
was in the very Into 1860's and tho orieina1 j'ate was 30rl. I feel 
reasonably sur~ that a 30~ 1861 ;-las removod and the 5;! 1856 substituted. 
You :7111 note that the crook took special IXlins to remove all evidence 
of actual year use . I Sllppose he i'iG"\u'ecl thai.; this would be much 
easier than chaIlB~.ne the yea!' dates in the French marki1l8s . 'llhe l~eV'l York 
postnk'lrk proves the orieinal rnte of 30¢', anci the San Francisco postIIk'l.rk 
pr'oves that the por lod of use ViaS the Inte sixties. Of conrse, the 
othor cover is eenuine in every respect . 

'I'h~re waf' haver a !l5i Rate" to FrfLl1Ce but rate nsf. payments" 
on mail to F:rm.nce . Such payments ,4o''!.'o prior to April 1 . 1357 . On 
that date tho U. S. - French Postal Treaty wont into offect . 

One J ore 'Point - Thoro never '\ a8 n. n5~ payment" on 11~1 from 
Califor'ni.a to France, durine; tho lif'o of the f)~ 1856 stroup. He f'irid 
COVOl'S frorl ne .. Orleans to France bet\7een April IB56 and AP1"il 1st . 1857 
with the ~i 1856. but during that period such a letter would hove re
quired a prepaymont of 10~ had it oriBinated in California. Thus you 
\'1111 note that this covel' is really absurd in nora particulars than one . 
I have made no nen'.;lon of' tho cancelation on the stamp or the strulP 
itself as I doubt if it 10uld be necessary . 

r fee for the above is ~·5 . 00. 

Re - the Ovarlnnd 1aU. Fro the late f:1i'tles until the 
railroad -as completed in 1869 ;e} ad t iVO mail routes beimeen the l~nst 
and the Paci~ic Coast stntes - via Panrua and Overland. Both of these 
covers we e routed nOverland . " Had this been omitted thtJy "to Id have 
been sent by the Ocean llru!l via Panama. Uote the 1865 covp.r - the 
elapsed time as S . F . Sep . 5 . 1865 - liew York Sep. 30 - or approximately 
25 days (Sep. 30 don' t represent receipt but stea100r departure :from N. Y. ) 
whoreas the fake COTer shows 14 days - lVhich is R further indication that 
the letter \7aS in the late sixties - as the Over'land stage was between 
the completed rail lines - one building east - the other b~lld1ng west -

Does all of the above eive you a cloarer picture? 

S !neero 1y your s _ 





THE PHILATELIC FOUNDATION 
22 EAST 35TH STREET 

TRUSTEES 

ADMIRAL FREDERIC R. HARRIS 
CHAIRMAN 

THEODORE E. STEINWA Y 
TREASURER 

ROBERT L. GRAHAM, Jr. 
SECRETARY 

HUGH M. CLARK 

~RS . JOHN D. DALE 

Mr. S. B. Ashbrook 

NEW YORK 16, N. Y. 

MURRAY HILL 3-5667 

WINTHROP S . BOGGS. DIRECTOR 

October 16, 1950 

33 N. Ft. Thomas A ven ue 
Ft. Thomas 
Kentucky 

Dear Stan: 

TRUSTEES 

GEORGE R. M. EWING 

SOL GLASS 

MALCOLM JOHNSON 

HARRY L. LINDQUIST 

SAUL NEWBURY 

A. H. WILHELM 

Thank you f'or your recen t le tter and I would 
presume you are coming to the Moody sale which takes 
place later this month. If' so, please let know know 
as there are a number of' f'ellows who want to have the 
pr i vi le g e of' mee ting you. ~.f b I 1~<J."{ To X-

I enclose three items #2641, 2642 and 2658 on 
which we would apprecia te your opinion. 

wsb/l 
encl. 

Anticipating seeing you soon , I am 

Sincerely your s, 

Ie FDUNDAT ION 

. .. 



• w. s . B08SS , 
~ The Philatelic Foun~lptlon, 

22 l,ast 35th [>t., 
! a 'I York J.6, ,~. y • 

items 

'~~641 - ~e4. - ~Xi08 • 

oct. 18, 1950. 

• oet >(line; 2342.. I l do a V.i"Y thoi.'>O'\t8h AX,adtnr.t1on of 
t1lis eov.r 1r st .~\1.gu"i3f"1j() 11'0 it CfC"".O np in t'l-t<} 1. ox :'H 10 nt 
Fnil dalp'li, 0). 'I lp . 6th. I .'.d" onlm"ued phot ot" of t 1 ntn.p 
by qu: rtz 1 h!p, HtC. M.c ., but WlUi un b 1 . t( detor;t ..... ":ly v:i.uonce 
tilt.;.' tbe Gte lP -lid .lot rie. nate 0'1 tlJin COVOJ" . "'he Fronch due 
rn.a.rk1 r1' (oe s n t in6.. Cl t, e th t ,.Q re than 5r, \w.s 111" '" fiR td , henc(~ '1: 
WUfl sUfp1~ious thnt a 5; 1847 hac l non J:'o,~ov~d nnc4 a 10/ 184'7 
had been sU'Jnt5.tu lode This flilsnicion wa~ h 1t~} ten,( by the'!: :.I.ct 
that the HEl\. .. of round l",1'i<1 ~ t :·p,w York in If350 \;fl~ flO t W1 
C Oll!' o . /lao 1 vt ~ b t suspicious '~hat the ink of tho grid was 
different f·ro.... thHt of J,h .. n. Y. pontl!l< rk, but I SllPIJO. elms 
m.istaken. 11' the Co lInittc(i desires '1 fur"h0r e planatIon rCBai'd
ing t b') COVC1~ I will b 61' r'i to i l.~~niAh ~nI!ln . 

Ycu ni.ght 8.1.:.0 l'oport to the CO'lZlittce that I think 
that co tificate '0 . ?~ ~h lJ.d bo call d in and n!lncoled . 

I raG at , btUi. t ll.at I will 1)0 \mab .. o to attend tha 
100dy t3r 10 iiillich st rots ext on day though I run hop:lng I \7111 be 
able to obtain s a nico things f'rol it . 

\" ith rognrds .. 





DONALD MACGREGOR 
A. P. S. 15160 

1602 HOUSTONIA AVENUE 

ROYAL OAK, MICHIGAN 



DONALD MACGREGOR 
A. P. S. 1~160 

1602 HOUSTONIA AVENUE 

ROYAL OAK, MICHIGAN 
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MATIHEW E. HAZELTINE, M. u. 
W. SCOTT POLLAND, M. D. 

HOWARD HAMMOND JR., M. D. 

ARNOLD A. NUTTING, M. D. 

GRACE DICKSON KLEISER, M. D. 

ALBERT BUILOING 

SAN RAFAEL, CALIFORNIA 
TELEPHONE SAN RAFAEL 6120 
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. a l~. · nrl trim, 
, 319 IIolly - Box 749 t 

. 
r 

Jampu, Idaho. 

Dear Enrl: 

Horewith tho two C nfed ita s contnlnacl in yoUrs of the 2;?rd. 
Thnnks VCr"lJ tnlch . I rondo a vary ~nraf.ul cxam1nnt1on of tho "TEll" 
cover • . ~Gn I rud .1thero bofore thD snle I didn't hnve tL~o to atudy 
the ,stall p or tho pontmark carofully. Tho postrlaT'k hun mo 0. bit puzzled 
but I run of. the op1nion thnt nothing in Ilmne;. I don't l)ol:tovo the 
us ~ could ha'tTO been 1 4: bocauso tho f.'lCSnre don t t look anything liko a 
"4" and if it A.sntt 1004 it h r1 to be 1863, 1h hleh event this lathe 
oarliest Imown usa or the "TEN. " The stamp is unlike" the oarly milky 
blue "TEnS Il - In fRct, it is mol'O of u 8~ny1sh slute color. Th1s 
soa an qui to 00(1 Elnd such a color suroly cloor not seem possible for n 
'USG in April 1863. I douht .if tho thiok l.'lk used for th1s otamp f-4"ld 
the Framo Line wan n1'focted by the salt air nt Mobilo. In other worda , 
I doubt if tho ahnde is El "natural coloI' chan8011ng. f1 _ho 1 att 1.'3 of 
II APR" Elp G 11.' to bo sanG-se l£t but it is bflroly pOl3s1ble th!a appear
ance may be due to 1;ho vary hElnvy striko 0;(' tho stamp~r. If the 
I APR I if' snns- aOl;1fi', I novo!' snw suoh type nnod l t J~ob11o for n month 
logo. Unfortunatoly I have no photographs thnt I cnn l ont to tl'J.Ht Brun'; 
a ·ob11a double Cilolo post. rk with nn "!!!!l.1I I on wonnor' .1,! G 1f you 
havo uoh :t~: ~tQm in your colloct10 • 

you are a nrc that i'cllmt ovor !n Pa)~1a is ;turnine ont nomo 
vory clovor count~rfeit . 1tntlons of tho ttT \ 11 nnd qu1i;e a nt.unbar 01' thom 
arc shO'/ing up. There wnn one offerod in n Palandar flalo this onth. 
lhen I fl1~8t am7 your cover I wonderod 11' BO%"l.O fixer had put a Spe:..rat.1 

fake on R P trlot'1c envelope - tho "ohllo postmark 10oltod 30 darn queer 
to e. 

Ono moro ord nbo t tho oarly dato of URO. SO ot1mo in 
April 1863, the R1chmond off1..no u,.·H~d a postm.nrk with n slug tor the dny 

.. date . I havo aften 3uapocted th~ t this "alU6 ooto" ms nctunlly Apr 
20 1003 - (Uonday) - ! ha , . nevar aeon a R ichrnond ~ t rk of. April 1863 
\1Ith tho d 0 of 20. In the tind colloction thoro me n cov r with a 
T cancoled 11y c end - Apr - 3_US> - lOOa. This might be an onr11or 
usa than yours. Forhap you nro n taro thnt 1;ho onr11ost usa knOrln of the 
"FrlUllo Line" is 1chmoncl Ap:t' 19 laGS (Sunday) . 

Re - your plece or covel' ith tho 2$( Me phls . :t do not foel 
that I co potont to p sa on this it because I 1 not familiar to 
any oxtont '.th J phls poa kG . llther thnn a covor, thin looks like 
it might have b on a :frappp.r. Gonuine covers with the 2¢ lomphls nro 
vcry rnro - so udv&ce ould be to fJulm.1t this to tho P 111ntel10 

O'lmdnt1on and ha.vo . t "'authonticated. 

I clon't 11k tho UTE! If ;Cor Tenn naoo .. but thnt ~l8ht not l!lf)an 
Q thi • R ell 6 _ 0<1 n vory':: 0 cov ra nt one 1;1rne shoV/" tho Drop 
rate in Ja • 1 :;62. It lont to Brooks nnd I oold it \711.0. I braoko up th t 
colleot 10. . Tho fiT in in thnt • ot k \7na quito c11r' 0ront from tho 0 nO 



t. 

• 
t 

#2. • ~arl Antrl J oct. 28, 1950. 

on your 1. , • S th Dietz boo ,p ( 326 .. for 1 .. ho 
lah y - rooks cov ~. 

r .lng on tho 

11'1 t"hR t the ink m1e;ht b; tosted 
1\ type of po .. t rk:1 ch ns 
To my 0'1 :tt just looks bad 
h 0. thin8 on t it. 

:tnn~ ch Larry and' c ro toronto( _n thoDe t,;o _to.tlB 
I 11 t!' tro 10 of th!La 0 thel~' 

11th b~nt ~..,egnr(10 -

Cord , 1'1 .. owa, 



Doherty, Clifford & Shenfield, Inc. 
ADVERTISING 

350 FIITH AVEr-.lJE • Empire State Building. NEW YORK 1, N. Y. 

Dear Stan: 

November the ninth 
1 9 5 a 

Thanks for yours of the 5th, together liith the splendid 
qouartz lamp photographs of Antrim's TEN cover and the 2¢ Memphis. 
I got out my collection last night and carefully examined the 
"April 23" in the Antrim example. I also checked the cancel 
again very carefully and although I had no April use in Mobile, 
I again had an example with a heavy smeary impression Tthich in 
part looks very much like the Antrim exaillple although of course 
not April use. 

I certainly admit the year date does not look like 1864 
but I am wondering 7:hether it is possible that it could be 1863 
with a urong year date. For example, I am discovering now from 
my copies that Mobile did not alv:ays use a year date in 1863. 
The figures 2 and 3 in April 23 check absolutely nith Mobile 
numerals anc~ they are exactly the right size in comparison with 
the month designation. You kno''': so often these fakes have small 
deviations i n the month or day logos. 

Also one of the tricks 
of Uobile is a little closer to 
final E to the final A in Ala. 
the same in the Antrim example. 

in the Llobile cancel i s that the r.r 
the fi- st A of Ala. than is the 
'l'his slight difference is exactly 

I do 7fish this cover that come 
from some correspondence that was well known. Did you examine the 
a.ddress -- it looks labored and I know of no other cover froTJ this 
correspondence. I ;.onder v'hether Fox would tell anyone ~mere he 
got the cover. 

All in all, Stan, I think \fe have no proof that this is 
bad except circumstantial eolor and year date. Of one thing I ru. 
certain -- it is not 1863 use as I have never seen an April or 
first fen days of May use of TEN that was in eny other impression 
than the early impression of this stamp. I assume of course it is 
not a changeling and I did not test it for that. 

I appreciate your remarks on the .o'emphis and I am gla.d 
you ;;nde a record of the piece. The Pr~tt letter is nol'! in Mac's 
hands. One of the finest Louisiana Conmittee pieces is the Block 
of 12 of the 2¢ Red to pay the 12 time circular rate. This piece 
;;as left o~r from Knapp's lot and was sold in the Phillip Sale by 
Scott a fe';lf years ago. It has on its face I1forwarded 'by the 
Louisiona Committee at LIobile ll • 

Best 

TELEPHONE: BRyant 9-0445 



:;Ir . E!!nnerson C. !'Crt\S, 
3000 - 13th Ave., Smlth, 

Birmingham, Ala . 

Dear Em: 

oct . 29 , 1950. 

Your air special came at noon today. I note your p . m. 
is Yesterday 1:30 P . 11 . - Louisville Oct . 28 - 7 P . M. Newport 
8:30 A. M. 

Herewith the cover from the Pelander sale - First to 
note is that there 1s no year date in evidence on the cover -
sec ond, that the strike on the l2r! is rather i'aint and looks a 
b i t different from the killer on tho 3¢ - third, the rate must 
have been 7/ plus 8~l registered - the latter was payble in stamps -
Fourth, the 7ft rate "Via p . c .}~ . " wont into effect Oct . 1 , 1871. 
Hence this use was April 1872 or later. The qflOStlo11 arises -
were these stamps uBcd on this cover that In''~o . San Francisco 
did use the type of kil101" that is on tho 3¢ stamp - Everythinc 
considered it is my opinion thRt the dover is cenuino but that tbe 
use was April 1872 or later. 

Regards -

Yours te ., 



MORRISON CAFETERIA COMPANY 

lfr. Stanley 3. Ashbrook, 
33 l~o. Ft. Tho!'!las Ave., 
Fort Thomas, Ky. 

Dear Stan, 

INCORPORATED 

Saturday AU. 
Oct. 28, 1950. 

I just came in tovm fror.1 1:obile and found ;!bhe enclosed 
cover bein~ r.1J only strike in the Pelander sale. I made a lot of bids 
but missed on all the others. There ,as no mention of this being a 
reg::"stered cover in the write-up but so being I thought you would 
like to see it. No registerine in retmrning it necessary • 

.. -il.L answer your letters tomowroVT. 

Sincerely, 

A 
Enclosed .Lot 75 Pelander sale ,p26.00 

, .. 
• 



nov. 1, 1950. 

Scott Polland. 
Albert Bldg. , 

San Rafael , calif . 

ar 1)octor: 

I an enc~losing here "1th n very early 11 Acapulco" covel~ -
this addressed to F~181e.nd - I think this 1s a very int erosting 
study and 0110 thll t very fa col1octo~s auI< be able to explain. 
~aYDo: v .. ro . Perhr..ps you are W"lon the f cm. Am I rieht? 

At any rate , if you don' t lm(l(n"stand tho narkinBs I \7il1 be e~·ad 
to explain them to you - becausa tho inforz ation night be helpful 
uhenevcr you happened to bump into an item. like this . Incidentnlly 
the tHO mark!! gs arc va!"'! scarce 111 red. 

1.0 hurl?Y to return this - Sho '/ it to Earl Rru:l.ilton or any 
othol" of the local boys who might be especially interested _n tl"is 
clns~ of postal m'~kings . 

Rogards -

Yours etc •• 

RETURNED B 
=-'" 

Dr W. SCOTT POLLAND 
Albert: Build;ng 

SAN RAFAEL, CALIF. 

NOV - 8 ,950 



[ 

,~ 

! 

Dr. W. Scott Polland, 
Albert Bldg., 

San Rafael, Calif. 

Dear Doctor: 

STANLEY B ASHBROOK 
P 0 Bo)( 31 

~3 N. Ft Thomas AV£J" 
FORT THOMA • KY. 

Nov. 1, 1950. 

I am enclosing herewith a very early "Acapulco" cover -
this addressed to England - I think this is a very interesting 
study and one that very few collectors would be able to explain. 
Maybe I rua. wrong. Pel"haps you are among the few. Am I right? 
At any rate, if you don't understand the markings I will be glad 
to explain then to you - because the information might be helpful 
whenever you happened to bump into an item like this. Inc1defitally 
the two markings are very scarce in red. 

No hurry to return this - Show it to Earl hrunilton or any 
other of the local boys who might bei"espec1a~ly "I:lte~~ted in this 
clas s of postal markings. . 

Regards -

" 



nov. 8. 1950. 

Dr. ~. scott PIland. 
Albert IUdg_, 

San Rafael, CaJ1f. 

Dear Doctor: 

I am in receipt of yours \7J.th the retuZ"ll of the strunpless cover 
.from Acapulco - to T ... ondon as contained in . Y letter of the 1st. Here is 
a photo of the cover . 

The following ms your co ant; "The letter v:as taken by 
boat frOIl Acaptllco to Panama. City where it entered the U. s . nail, and 
the Panama 50 was applied. The Steam Ship waH applied nt . Sfl York to 
sholorigin. The red is for collect . At the time this letter was 7ritten 
Panana City as considered to be over 2500 n11es from He I York. Other 
markings are English - due 2 shillings . " 

By referrine to the photograph you will find a manuscript f130" 
~as crossed out , alRo one of "46" - Tho British Due vns "2 shillings one
half".rencell - l~ote that small~. 111 other words , the tota1"'"'POstage collect
ed a London was the equivalent of 49¢' 1n our currency ,viz - (2 X 24 
plus 1 - (i) ) . Tho fl46 11 that ';7as crossed out shO\1S that this letter v"as 
carried by an American Packet - as this Vias our debit to the British for 
the 49¢ they collected. This total of 49,1 represented: 

30;( :from Acap111co to TI(m York - lJ . S. 
16~ Atlnnt 1c SOH 
3i British Do estic 

""4'9f, 

Inasmuch as the tJ . S . performed the toeal service to the British Frontier 
our sh!1!'O \1aS 46¢ and the British 3st. The red 1f30rl did not indicnte un
paid or paiel , it 1I1S ir ply applied in 1"e(1. 

InCidentally the two-line "Steam - Sh11i' in red is o~t unusual . 
Also this distLTlctive "30" :in red - In tHCt, examples or-both in red nre 
quite scarce , in my opinion. 'I'EIs cover shotls both in red and apparently 
fro" the same red ink pad. InaSMUch as I feel reasonably sure that the 
"30" \1as applied at Panama City by 01U" mail Hgent there . ! wonder if I 
have been wrong about here the tuo- line "steam- ShiH" was applied. You 
are r!Bht - the rate was 40¢ from S . F . to H.Y. at t is time but it ms 
30¢ from Aca~llco and Panama City. 1 believe the letter was picked up by 
one of" our nail ships on a stop at Acapulco - and entered the U. S. I'ail 
at Panama City. One more ord on this cover - The pen 30 1s in blue ink -

I feel sure this is the blue ink that as used nt the new York Post 
ice at that period. I thIiik that this is a very 1nteresting cover . 
' t -you? 

Sincerely yours . 



... 

MEMBERS 
AM ER ICAN STAMP DEALERS ASS'N 

AMERICAN PHILATELIC SOCIETY 
S OCIETY PHILATELIC AMERICANS 
COLLECTORS CLUB, NEW YORK 
BR ITIS H PHILATELIC A SS'N , LT D . 

RAYMOND H. WEILL CO. 
ROGER G. WEILL-RAYMOND H. WEILL 

Stanley B. Ashbrook 
Fort Thomas, Ky. 

Dear Stan: 

TELEPHONE 

RAYMOND 0022 

407 ROYAL STREET 

NEW ORLEANS 16 , LA. 

November 1, 1950 

The enclosed six covers are from a collection 
we recentl¥ purchased (the late Harry D. Ullery, South 
Bend, Ind.). 

The two 3¢ 1851 covers are not especially 
valuable but we thought you would like to see them. 

The 5¢ orange brown would be a pretty good item 
if you agreed that the stamp was actually used on that 
cover and that, of course, applies also to the three high 
value 1869 covers. According to Mr. Ullery's notes, these 
items came from reliable sources and he paid high prices 
for the 1869 pieces, but that does not necessarily mean 
you will find them all genuinely franked. May we ask you 
to pencil your opinions on the backs of each cover as you 
have done on previous occasions where you approve of an 
item. 

We realize that this work will require quite some 
study and time and we hope you will bill us accordingly. 

rhw:lc 
enc. 
reg & ins 

With best wishes, 

... 

Yours sincerely, 

Co. 



." 

r 

.. 
r.:r . Raymond Ii. toill, 

407 Royal st ., 
Heu Orleans 16, Ln . 

Doa~ Raynond: 

nov. 4, 1950 • 

Yours of the 1st l"'oceived 11th the six covers . 

I ffant to go over these very ca~of\111y becauso I 
want to be absolutely sure bef'oro I p'lS S an opinion on thorn. 
I :vill re~.1l"'Jl tho to you on l ... onday next . Incidentally, I 
believe all of them nre perf'ectly good and no nkay- business 
of any kind. 

I me 'I Iiarr,y Ullerj: by correspondence for many 
years bnt I never know he passed away Innt wintet! until re
cently. 

\"lith bes·t; 11shos -

Cordially yours , 

... 



~. R ~ond 'e111, 
~l07 Royal • t ., 

Ne~ Orleans 16. La. 

Dear Rny ond : 

nov. 6, 1950. 

Hero lth I no roturn. ~B ~ a six eovor. na eontnin~d 1n 
yours of tho 1st and I plannod to ropor. that 11 are eonutno 
in vary rospect . ! bnve s_8nod f.our of tho on the baok as ro
questod and hoI' _8 so additional 1nformat10 : 

Covor ott lu 10", 1869. This Q ron111' n o. t un'llflunl 
eo b1nutio -, " p u -' - a most unusual uso and thorofore a 
very rare and 0 t doa1rru11o cover. But it .s wall to henr in 

1nd that a cov 1" such fiS this 1 not pm-cel ted by tho nvorneo 
cover col1 ct r . I ha.v kno m this covor for any y ara, buck nto 
tho ninetoen t nt1~a an t 1n the Hurd col1 ction, (C . R. 
urd of llton, 1 as . • ) . lIla colloction 1US old fit nuction by 

Kellehor on Jan . 11 - 12th and 13th, 1928. This cover as Lot 
~'1470 n th t oala. Tho aale price t a 162. 50. I havo covy of 
the catn10gu of th a 1 • 

'1'111 Ued 

:KruUn t10n d nn lysis of tIl1 covor I chars-
1ngyou to of' 10000 nd 1fby any chanco you don't think it 1s 
orth it you don't hnvo to pay cant . I ght dd th10 P rtln 
ord. It 1s lucky you Rent 1. t to rRthor than tho !<xpert Co ttee 

or tho Phil tel1c Foun stion. I 01 cortain they auld pronounco 
it take as it is so th1n6 thoy lOuldn't kn any thine; about. 

' .. 



t'2. tr. • Rnynoncl .el11, 1 OV . 6, 1950. 

5~ 185? to one; Kong. - usod 
nt tho r1eht perIod for this t, P - S\ or o .. l onth..q -
Tho b .. ack in less gza.id of U '1:7 York (Foroign ~11 
erect for 3 porio of' u.<JG . Tho 5!! pa~Tl Gnt ;rna oraly tho U. s. 
shore-to-nh1p chargo - that 13 - to n British Pncket fro 1l(~\7 York to 
El:'l.61and. This coval" is question bly gonnino find cones fro. a t e11-
lmm n find of covers to Chinn . I fa on th1. :COVe!" 1s ...,5 . 00. 

J if . plu lOr! 1869 to Chile - See notations on the back. 
Just to l)e au tfuit thero '1 S no monkey-bu8in~S. with the stamps on 
this cover I e on enlarged photograph of' the t 70 st ps by unrtz 
~ photography find found nothing nusp1cious . Horo is a hit q urthor 
~ on my pencl1.od notes . On January 1st, 1870 n d prior to that 
t1I!te £01' yenrs the t to ChUe ns 34¢ POI' . oz . 0 carried 
such 11 to Panama. City by U. s. P cket and nt thnt point turned su.ch 

0.11 over to tho 13r1t_sh. 0\11' rnto to P \7R.S lO!! par ~ mmco and 
the Brit1 h charged shill1ng or 24(! ~or cnrriago do the oat Const 
of. South rica. On 1 of. thnt ... riod \'0 .f1nl n "24" or a c dit of 
24¢ to the r t1sh. ~)11.y ~n tho spr1.!l8 of 1870 the r.ltlah reduc 
t 1r p cket charso to slXpenc or 12!! and th s reduction caused the 
U. 0. to roduce Olnt rate by L~st or 22s:! 1)0)" -a- oz . On such i1 rates of 
22¢ • 1'1 '12" or C1' t of 12¢ to the Brit sl • 

The enclosed covor sbol1 pa~ ant of the ori81nal rate of 
34¢ uith a cY'edit or 12¢ instoad ~ 24¢ proving. in my opinion. t at 
at the til 0 lott r nB 11 d b he UOil York r1 thnt th 'y still 
th tght tho 01 rate of 34.... as >t111. off.ect . 

The bovo cxpln1n. ! f ,01 aura thn t t \l C) as i. the 
enrly sprl118 of 1070. I ntio ... nll this for the foll0 ling ranson -
Covers fl.y exist thnt originally h d a 10/ nnd ",,( 1869 - hut so. 
f'n~ r r . ova (l 12¢' a d lbatitutod n }~4~ 1 GS. Thu 'Ie hava to be 
car .fu1 bout covnr 71th 341, pt yncnta anel 12!t crodits . I sure you 
can sno th po t. I run of tho opinion th t thin cover 1s absolutely 
genu1ne. £0 on th1a is (7. 50 (_f 011 d It think lot i worth it 
you aro net ob11Bat d to pay e cent. 

r is g en 
.. tho n 

~ fo 

In Itty opinion this co' er 
thnt I c not dont1fy 

at te e It j.s If HI r30 CITY-.. 

t1n1 U I. This is rather unusual and :tnt or
~~~?-~~~~~~~ 

quo in 1856 - as carried by British -

3~ 1851 i'ran Cincinnati. frenk .. and a cut that us in-
tentional - au oly not an rror - Tho st . p • s an orang orOml but 
it is badl ox d ,,0' - It ould' 00' l)otter nf'te:r it had (l bath in 
poroxldo 1d it would bo 1 0 saloablo . 



\ 

.. 3 . :r. Ray ond 'e111. ov. 6 , 1950. 

Total 
!i'ao 27. 50 

t if. Sill 0 in not 
10rth it to you -

no chnrco . 

1th r ,gnrcL'J -

Cordially yours, 



\ 

TELEPHONE 

RAYMOND 0022 

RAYMOND H. WEILL CO. 
ROGER G.WEILL-RAYMOND H .W EILL 

MEMBERS 
AMERICAN STAMP DEALERS ASS'N 
AMERICAN PHILATELIC SOCIETY 
SOCIETY PHILATELIC AMERICANS 

COLLECTORS CLUB,NEW YORK 
BRITISH PHILATELIC ASS'N, LTD. 

Stanley B. Ashbrook 
Ft. Thomas, Ky. 

Dear Stan: 

407 ROYAL STREET 

NEW ORLEANS 16, LA. 

November 11, 1950 

We are sorry to have delayed answering your 
November 6 favor, however, have just returned from New 
York. As you probably know, prices in the second Moody 
sale were just as high as the previous one. Either the 
stamp market is improving or there are too many dollars 
in circulation. 

We are especially appreciative for the thorough 
analyses you have given on the covers you examined. It 
is especially gratifying that you find them all authentic. 
You seem to be familiar with most of these covers. We 
imagine you keep either a written or mental record of nearly 
every early U.S. item you see. 

There is herewith enclosed check in the amount 
of $27.50 and we think your expertization fee is a reason
able one. 

rhw: lc 
enc.l 

Yours sincerely, 

Raymond H. Weill Co. 

~/h 



I 

Ut' • Ruymond 1e 111 , 
40'7 Royal St ., 

new Orlen:Hs 16, IJn . 

Dear Rnyraond: 

Nov. 6 , 1950. 

Herewith I an rotUl'nins tho six covcrf' as contained in 
yours of tho l~t and I nrn pleased to report that all nre eonuine 
in ev ry rospect. ! hnve siened four of then on tho back os rc .. 
qucsted and hore in some additional irllOrr:1ation: 

Cov r 30; ;'llus 10. 1869. Thif~ is raally a 'lost unusual 
conbinnt1on- 30~ plus Ioe - 'n most unusual use and thor fore a 
v ry rare and most desirable cover. But it is woll to bear in 
mind that a. cover s ch as this is not appreci ted by i~he avcl'aee 
cover collector. I have knoilln this cover for Inany yoars, back into 
the ninetoen twenties men it was in the Hurd collection, (0 • • . 
Hurd of ! llton, tass . ). 11s collection vas sold. nt auction by 
Kelleher on Jan. 11 - 12th and 13th, 1928. This cover,. HS ot 

-#1470 in that sale. The sale price iUS v162 . 50 . I havc a copy of 
the catalogue of the sale . 

This cover originated at n v na , Cuba, nd 'Vas ailed 
direct nt that port on a lI. S. Mail ste, 3h1p - the rate to Hew 
York ms 10~ per -i ounce. From Uew York it ~ent to France at 
2 x 15~ per; ounce - "'hnt is most unusual fI.bout this cover is that 
the stamps vere used from Hnvana - lO¢, paying the stage into the 
U.S. and the 30¢ paying the po~tage fro the U. S. to France;- There 
las no such a rate of 40~ except in ~o Buch as this . Hence a 
cover Ith a 40)l pa'yment is extremely rare and especially so when 
paid by 30;! and 10¢ 1869 strunps . Tho combin tlon of the HoW' York 
and French postl.'larks prove conclus1voly thRt this letter reqlired a 
payMont of 30p .from the U. s . to }t:r'an ce . In other 7ords , th.w cover 
\lent to England by American Packet and by British luil to Franco . 
By such carriage our share ns 9¢ pOI' each ~ Ollllce. Hence on this 
letter· Ie kept 18¢ and credited France with 2t as par the "12" in 
the flll . Y. ForeifL all" postmark. This cover is not any benut1f'ul 
thing to look 0. but It is 0. real rarity, beliove lUO . 

}o'lor my exn~pat 10n and analys is of this cov r I an charg
ine you Q fee of 10 00 and Ifby any chance you don 't think it is 
orth it you don 't have to pay ne n cent. I ght add this parting 

;ord. It is lucky you sent it to me rather than tho !;Xpert Com.."Il1ttee 
of the Philatelic Foundation. I feel certain they would pronounce 
it a fake as it is something they wouldn't knm1 anything about . 



• 

5;! 1857 to Hone ·ong. This is the Ol"'nn 0 hro In color _ used 
at tho rielit pel"!od for this ~tan.p - S'l1I!Imer of 86 ust n fa onths-
The black Eingless Grid o:f HC\I York (Foreign !ail Dept is also 
correct for t . is period of use . The 5¢ pa ant 'IlS rolJ the U. s . 
shore- to- ship chargo - that is - to n British Pnckot :from ne 1 YOl"k to 
r; ~land. ~his covor 1s wlquestionably Benuino nnd co es fron a well-
kno' n find of covers to China. ly feo on this cover is 5 . 00. 

tus lo~t 1869 to Chil .. See notations on the back. 
J:ust to be su-e at ero :vas no I onkey-business with the stamps on 
this cov r I nJMe an onlareed photogrn h o:f the t 0 at ps by uartz 

"l, ~ photOGraphy nnd fou.nd nothing SUSP..Lc1ous . Here is a bit 0 urther 
uatn on penciled notes. On Jnnu y 1 t , 1870 and prior to that 
t~e for 0 a ~enrs t e ate to Ch~10 ns ~4t per i oz. \ 0 carLied 
such Jail to Panama City by U. S. P: ... ckot nd I t. that point turned such 
mail over to the British. Our r' te to Pana laS 10ft pOl" ~ ounce and 
the Brit ish c.nrBod n shilling or 24~ for cnrriago dom th ,est Coast 
of' South America. On mil of that period we i'ind a "2411 or Ii credit of 
24r.' to the ritish. ~nrly ill the oS )rine of 1870 the r1tlsh reduced 

tthoir packet charge to sixpence or l2¢ and this reduction caused the 
U. s . to reduce our rate by 12~ 01" 22~~ POI' is oz . On such m.il rntos of 
22¢ we find n "12 t or n credit of 12¢' to tho British. 

34¢ 14-
at t e 
thoueht 

The enclosGd cover sbo.sou ent o£ the original r te of 
a crodit of 12~ instead of ~~~ prOVing, in ny opinion, that 

trw t e lotter \7un nailed by tho i 6'1i/ "orl! .i'irill that they still 
the old rnte f)f v4,! 'IUS s ... ill in effect . 

The above explains W I .fecl sure that the use was in the 
early sprine of 1870. I 1 ontion all this for the £0110\ ine r ason _ 
Covers 1 y exist that ol'1ietnally Laa. ~ot and 12J{ 1869 _ but sono 
:faker removed n 12.! and substituted .... e. t 69. Thus 'Ie have to be 
careful about cov rs 1th 34; paY.'1cnts a.lld 12 t (!redlts . I sure you 
can see the pOint . I am ot: the oninion tl t thin cover is absolutely 
genuine . j y fee on this is 7.50 d if you. d n t t think it 1. orth it 
you are n obligated to pay ~e a cent. 

is e en 
the nn 
~ foe 

~3oio~t~I~8~6~9-.,;;;0,;.;;n;....;;.c~o~v~ei-l"-rt..;;;o.....;:;;.S_W-ri;,;.t.;;L.I..;;;e.;;,r.7j1~an~d . In my opin ion this cover 
ine in every respect in sPito or t110 fact that I cannot dontify 

of the post off1ce or the at te . 'It is II Hfi 0 ~ CITY _ 
on t is 5.00. 

3 ~ 1851 fro, J"artini ue. This 1s rathe!' unUSll 1 and inter-
sting. It or1g fln e n ~ rtJ.n quo in 1856 as carried by a British 

Packet to st . ho. s for which po. t c;e of a shilling a chnreed 
Thera it as turned over to n U. S. Packet and brought into an toVl 

. Orle ns ddress ith post 80 due of 10~. J 3¢ 1851 as attached and 
it as re lied to Baton RouBe , La . C llite a nice little cover . .1th a 
nice little travel story. 

'" 
3¢ 1851 rr C.ncinnatl. freak, and a cut that as in-

tentional - surely not an error - Tho stru~p as an orange bro~ but 
it 1s badly oxidizod - It 7mlld look better after it had n bnth in 
pe_ox1de and it ~lld be nore saleablo . 



. 
J 

, . , 

• 

#'6 . • Ray ond e111 . llov. 6 . 1950 • 

\ 

t Total 
Fee 27 . 50 
B t if' Sfl:..e i~ not 
;1orth it to 'JOU -
no em ree . 

1th regards -

Cord1al1y yours ;, 
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H. W. STARK Be COMPANY 
BOX 2SS 

ANN ARB 0 R, M J C H J G AN 

Oct. 27, 1950 • 

Dear Stan, 

Took ~133.00 from this lot, rest are enclosed. 

Regarding the lO¢ 1867 Grill large Block formerly Richey. 

I have not got this block. The only lO¢ I have is a block 

of six, not grilled from Y1isconsin town. Got this item from 

Schmaldreidt a s I remember. Dont beli e ve anyone around here 

has the block you are thinking of. 

Re g arding the combination 3i u. S . and Beaver. 

I am enclosing a letter from Frank Campbell of Royal Oak, Mich 

who is considered quite a Canadian authority around here, at 

least that is what MacGregor and several others have told me. 

I am keeping the photo for the time being. If you want it back 

let me kno·w. Is the Beaver stamp torn at the top. The photo 

makes it look so. Is it laid paper? What is the lowest price 

possible to quote? I might get Clarence ~:ilson interested 

or I might change my mind and take it. 

Raining cats and dogs today. Have been real busy 

pu t ting in stainless steel conveyor for Ford Motor. 

Best re~ards to all. Might go south this Jan. 

and will stop off and see you. Am not sure yet. Depends a 

lot on whether they should draft Sonny at that time. He 

will be 19 Jan. 21st. 

'. 



Oct . 30, 1950 • 

. rr. Harold I . StRrk, 
P. o. Box 288, 

Ann Arbor, ·ach. 

Dear UflJ'"old: 

YO'l.u~s of the 27th with retum of the Denver coverR and 
check for ~J.~3 . 00 received. hany thanks . 

JIerc is the Beaver cover once more - take another look at 
it . It is ~ opinion thnt the Beaver is on th~ wove paper , not 
the laid. The lntter ",ns is~ued in 1051, the wove in 1852 . The 
cover i~ a July 1853 nse. 

It cannot be deniod that the rate fro~ Canada .t that tim0 
under the 'rran ty 1ns 6 pence Cllnddian aD 10;t 11 . s. nnd no i thor can 
it be de!'lied that t 10 Canadian rot fj .... O 4 Toronto to the bordor \"las 
3 penco CU!!!ldiftn a d t lC U. f~ . rate i.ron the border to lim7 York was 
3~, so it is quite (nt1dent 'Chat C( nada Bot :3 ponca and the U. s . got 
3.;£. 

It can'~ot be dl7nied thn.t Canadian postn'lster:1 wn!"o in
structod to 'fite sneh let"':;orR n.s 1 ~J.ly 'm~a .c1 with 10~-! due in the 
u. S. - Thus '-0 have the Cann.dian appli~ Canada 10 CTS" and i.n 
black - f.or unpaici - At the sm e ti e the large "6" vas applied in 
black but later cpnceled ith the Canadian target - porhaps the 
Cana ian postal clerk did not mnt this to be con:r.usod with 6~ U. S . 
It is my opinion tho stan s erc Cl coled at Toronto because 1 ew York 
301do cnnceled s tru ... ' TIlth a pen and :fnen they d.id they used a. blue 

I feel positive thnt the Hew York office recogn 17.od t"le paymant 
and di not collect any postaBe 1"'ro. 1;} e hO~3an fiI':l . I believe that 
if any postage had been collected a '~avi York duo !.t'u.rkmg \lonld have 
been n pp11ed - :for example an encircled "lot: which was co only U:'I p.d 
on ,mpaid. first-class r.I.c'l.il - f'oreign and domestic . I don1 t think the 
off1ce \7ould have collected on a Canadian marking l"'eading "Canad, 
10 CTS II or because it las :in black. 

Re ~ the co~ .ants by i r . G vbell . I think the hig tf6" 
quite "ell knoTIn as it was co, only used on unpaid mail to the 

• and on unrnid nail from. the 11 . s . to Canada thru Toronto. 

Harold it . 1st be bomo 1.'1. rind that 17}}en tho U. s . - Canadian 
ion was dra\m up tho 1845 rate pl~cvailod in th~ U. S . - 5~t 

300 m11eo - 10" over 300 miles . Thus , if prior to July 1 , 1851 -
3" U. S . had boen paid on a letter such as t.hL"l - the 5f! or lO¢' 

o \ ould have been tmderpa1d, but a.fter July 1, 1851. tl e cnse 
as d1ff'ol"ent . . .. 

Suppose for examplo , t\i'O Beavers had beon used on this cover. 
Canada 10uld have received double her rnte to the border and tho 
U. s . would have received nothing. You know the rest. 

I don't think there is any doubt but ~lhR.t these stamps l1ere 



;'2 . 'Ir. I arold j . Stark, Oct. 30, 1950. 

u cd or! lnally in 1853 just as e 
age and 6cnutno appear neG • 

e t nm1. Fakers can !mit to 

. :r. Cn. boll st tea th t}~ has flseen conSiderable rlat10n 
in the usage o£ this eo 1bined postage st . p usage . " It he "ant to 
1nfor that covers such AS t s nro at exccodinsly rare he is ·stakon 
becauso tl ay ""ro . p~·')ha . 'ho s nptod "h t fo ~ th! t ro lmorm illus-

~ nn tod in the J~rrett and Boege book~ . 

) TIoha t c covc~ to the light a d you 111 
in the..,h t # .:..rein 0 t 0 llcav<L as p.or ay pene i1 

, any tear extond into tho s+n~ - d further _ y 
are no f'.I'rinzs or any k1hd under t stnnps . 

note a thin S ot 
mrK' - I don r t think 
can so that ther 

, . 

f 
J 

,... 

I think this cover is a fin ron e to your vary l"ar 5~' 47 _ 
Boaver cOlubinnti n (30""'0 cover!! ! ) ~ho cover does not belon to no _ 
I havo it on a 1"0 co... 'Ssion b 51.. t I have held it b ,cnUf'G I think 
it 8 quite a rnrity - I ' d be il. ine to mBar -that [r. C pb 11 docs 
not 0 n any !'3uch n. co m1nation aE; this - John reason is o . ..viono _ 
Collectors .of B .• l . l • •• ply C.O ot r ,N'oc te tho aJ.en1fi(~ lce of' such 
cov rs . 

Re -
la~t August - ." 
Ho has not beon 
he 

Om .... )est reGards to all he 1\ lily. 

Cordially y0U1~5$ 

clo~led: 
vll - 200. 00 

20 



.. 
\ 

-

H. W . STARK Be COMPANY 
BOX 288 

AN N ARBOR, M I CH I GAN 

Nov. 5, 1950. 

Dear Stan, 

Well, I guess you convinced me on the 

Canadian cover. Anyway I took it and enclose check. 

Am also enclosing a cover I am contemplating 

buying. I never saw a pair of 5i buff on cover to 

Sandwich Islands. Seems to me this a relatively rare 

usage. What do you think a cover like this one is 

worth. I figured ~250.00 . Am I too high or not high 

enough. I want the cover, but at a fair price. 

We had a good anow storm Saturday and it 

has not melted today. Spoiled the football game yesterday. 

Too cold and damp snow. 

Not much in the line of news. ",as in Adrian 

Thursday along with Hutch, Fred Bott and Fred Schmalzreidt. 

i' ere at Shierson IS. lIe said he is going to wri te you. 

Saw Jack at the meeting last Wednesday. 

All for the time being. Best of wishes. 

, .. 
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Hov . 9, 1950. 

Mr . Harold W. Stark, 
P . O. Box 288, 

Arm Arbor, Tach • 

Dear Harold: 

Yours of the 5th received 1ith check for the Beaver cover. 
I run al1:f.'ully Blnd that yon decided to take this because I firmly be
lieve it is quite a rare covor and worth nore than the tae . It does 
belong with your 5f, '47 - Beaver co~ination. I think the latter is 
a 02500 cover - ! l~oBn.rd ,. t as SiMply wondHri'nl - as I havo stated 
in the past . 

Herewith the pair of nuf':fs to Ha\'1aii . It looks to me like 
shass emisht have monkeyed \vi th this covor but I suppo se the pair 
originated on tho cover thm~h I mIst admit thqt the tie to cover is 
not very convincing. I examined it caref.ully undor rorr;; lamp but I 
could not detect any thine wrong. Horvever, the eye frequently i'ails 
to note what the camera might piCk up so I dade lU1. onlareed photo 
(5 x 7) under the rays of the lru>lp. I will report lnter after I de
velop the ee;ative . I don' t recall that I ever am.; a pair of buff's 
used to or f- om liavm.ii so this cover is S IT'eJy n J;'ari t-.r, p:,,'ovided it 
is e;onutne 1..'1 every way, -,hich no do tbt it is . BocR't'.Be of the abovc 
features I don't t:nnk anyone should chargo you OVGr 0175 . 00. Suroly 
no one could guurantee that this pair originated on the cover and a 
seller would hn TO to admit th..qt the evidence that it did is not vO!!y' 
convincing. Just suppose someone had an orf covel'1 pair of buffs and 
also a cover '"lith a 10;£ 1861, and he reI!loved the latter and substitu
ted the pair. 1 don't believe anything like that happcned but it 
could have , henco I don ' t think a soller should chn.ree O'!ler tl\175. 00 
for it. 

I am also enclosing a stampless cover from Acapulco to ~~~u~ 
London in January 1850. I think this is (pito a nice Ii ttle study i1t~o 
and I thought you would like to figure it out . What do you think of ~ 
it? /flO r 
~ ""/( 

A very interesting star.lpless from Frisco to France i.l'1 1865 -
This shows that dii'ference in weights and rates - tie rated it as 
over * &z . - hence 30~ due m~ France rated it as not over 7~ grrumrnes, 
hence only 8 decimes due - or 15s!. \ e deb1ted France \.ith 6¢ (2 x 3) 
\'7hereas on what France collected we should only have chfU~6ed her 3f,!. 0/. 
Don ' t you think this 1s a very Interestine item? . I 

I haven ' t had a word from Charlie Shiorson since last 
!arch - He never ans\1ered two letters that I iirote to him and I have 

been bothered for some explanation of the cause . \Jhen a person acts 
that fay 1t is an ind1cat1on that they are sora about something and I 
am not conscious thnt I ever eave him any cause to be sore . I always 
liked Charlie very IllUch and I considerod hin one of my very best of 
friends . I ;aa , therefore , nleased to loam that he is to urite me 
and if ho has any eriovance 1 do trust he will inform rna about it. 

"91' 
" '1 



.. 

#2 . r . Harold \ •• Stark - Hov. 9. 19f;O. 

I had a letter fro Jack last 11onday. They were just 
startinG on n hunting trip. 

I was sorry to learn that Woody had been in the hospital . 
now is he getting alone? 

Jith best regards -

As. ever yours. 

• 
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~r~ aHmond 'D. 'Kershner * 'Photographer 
.~~~).~ \r- 'Photo-anal~sis of Questioned 'Documents 
~ r'S Scientific Examination of 'Postage Stamps 

~ 1311 St. Vincent Street * 'Philadelphia 11, 'Pa. 

February .5th, 19.50. 

·REPORT· 

u.S. Letter Sheet with 5; printed design at upper right corner. Portsmouth, 
Ohio 1846 cancellation with "PAID" handstamp. Unlisted • 

••••••• 
Microscopic examination of town cancellation, "PAID" handstamp, and printed 
design reveals that the town cancellation and the "PAID" handstamp are on 
TOP of the blue handwriting. The manuscript "Paid" and "Esq" are on TOP of 
the square design containing the numeral 5. 

Fluorescent examination under the quartz lamp reveals that the town cancella
tion and stamped "pAID" are the same type of ink, while the ink with which 
the square design containing the numeral ".5" is of a different nature. 

"' ..... . 
PHOTOGRAPHIC ANALYSIS 

No.1 - Entire cover, natural size. 
No. 2 - Photomicrograph, greatly enlarged of town cancellation. 
No. 3 - Photomicrograph, ver.y greatly magnified, showing crossing of ink 

line on town cancellation. Arrows pOint to places under examination. 
No. 4 - Same as No.3, but third-dimension. Arrows designate pOints where 

town cancellation cross on TOP of handwriting. 
No • .5 - Photomicrograph of square design and printed "PAID" showing places 

where handwriting touches these portions. 
No. 6 - Photomicrograph, greatly magnified, of "PAID" with arrows pointing to 

portions examined. 
No. 7 - Sama as No.6, but third-dimension. Arrows designate points where 

"PAID" is on TOP of manuscript. 
No. 8 - Photomicrograph of bottom of square design showing points under examina

tion. 
No. 9 - Same as No.8, but third-dimension. Arrows designate points where 

manuscript is on TOP of square design. 

, 
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ANAL}' lIe 1 t' ( 1 ( GRAPHY 

1311 1 • r SI. 
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RA Y KERSHNER 
ANALYTICAL PliO I ur;RAPHY 

1311 51. Vln""~1 51. 
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RA Y KERSHNER 
ANALYTICAL PHOTOGRAPHY 

1311 St . Vir-cent SL 
PhiladdJ>hia I I. Pa. 
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RAY 'f "n" F 
ANALYTICAl., I 
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