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M. Ws Ta POllitZ,
45 Bromfleld St.,
Boston 8, liags.

Dear Mr., Pollitz:

Upon my return from a short vacatlon
yesterday I found your kind letter of the 26th
enclosing the bloeck of ten of the One Cent 1851,
T am indeed sorry that I was away from home when
this arrived, thus occasioning a delay in its
returne

You rmust appreciate the fact that an
expression by me as to the value or deslrablility
of this item would bLe of soue value to the seller,
also the plate positions and exact definition of
the types. I think that it is hardly falr to re=
quest such information free of any tharge.

I will be pleased to furnish any infor=-
mation that you desire on this block but the fee
Will be »10. 00.

1 sineerely thank you for your kindness
in subnitting the item Lo ue,

Very truly yours,



Lib. 4450

W. T. POLLITZ

45 BROMFIELD STREET
BOSTON 8, MASS.
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Dear Sir: 1 beg to enclose on approval, stamps as

below, and trust you will find these to your satisfaction.

Yours very truly,
W. T. POLLITZ
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Sept. 7, 1949.

45 Bromfield S5t.,
Boston 8, Mass,

Dear Mr. Pollitz:

This will acknowledge receipt of yours of the Srd
with eheck for 10,00 for which kindly accept my thanks,

Regarding the block of ten (10) of the One Cent 1851,
This block comes from the right pane of Plate 4, and the plate
positions being as follows:

T6R4 = 7T7R4 - T8R4 - 79R4 - B0R4
86R4 « 8TR4 - BBR4 - B9R4 - 90R4

All of the staups claaslfy as T IIIA with the exceptlon of the
89R4 which is a Type IC = (not catalogued)s

If you will refer to my One Cent Book, Vol. I =~ page 254 -
You will note that at the time the book was published (12 years ago)
I was not certain regarding the types of some of the positions in
this part of the plate, but in later years the eorrect plating es=
tablished the types of each position.

On page 237 = Figs 20L « i1s an illustration of the sube
type IC - position 89R4.

The block shows guite a deterioration of the original
color - that 1s, the ink has faded ~ causing the disappearance of
many of the plate identifying marks.

Regarding the value, I have 1ittle doubt that aecerding
to rarity and catalogue quoations that this bleck is not only
worth $900,00 but considerably more. It is the largest lumperforate
block that I have ever seen or heard of from Plate 4. Unfortunately
the bloeck shows some bad creases and it might be a bit dllfiﬂ“lt
to convince a buyer that the item is a good investuent @ $900.00 or
even higher, but in my opinion it 1s ecertainly worth that figure,
because of several features, viz;

(1) I believe it ig unique - the largest luperforate block known
from Plate 4.
(2) The inclusion of the scarce 89R4.

I made a photograph of the block and if my negative turns
out satisfactorily I w111 be pleased to send you several prints.



N

A

i
3

T




#2. Mr. Wy T, P0111tz. Sept. ‘7’ 1949,

& I am wondering if I could dispose of this for you?
It should not be offered to a lot of gossiping pikers who would
Fbe unable to see any feature but the creases.

Sincerely yours,

PeS, It is quite possible that this block might have been used
on a plece of mail to California - the 10¢ rate along about 1857,
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More About Confederates

A PRISONER-OF-WAR LETTER
From Andersonvilll

/‘;‘ﬂvﬁ\ RISONER -
SN A AN POF—WAR
’@7;) ""‘ covers and
J,;;.‘ o) letters of the
\%,T ﬁ Civil War have

held a

particular fas-
cination for the
writer of these
articles. This is
of course greatly heightened in
the case of a cover written from
a prison from which few if any
have ever previously been found.
Everyone familiar with the postal
history of the War Between the
States knows that Prisoners’ Let-
ters from the great northern prisons
are not uncommon, such as those
from Point Lookout, Johnson’s,
Island, Fort Delaware, Camp Mor-
ton, Camp Douglas, and Elmira
Prison, although those which went
through-the-lines and carry both
United States and Confederate
stamps are relatively rare and high-
ly desirable. Such covers usually
bear the “Examined” handstamps of
the different prisons, which clearly
identifies them for what they are,
whether they were mailed from or to
a particular prison. But, there were
many other military prisons and
camps which did not use such hand-
stamps, and which held relatively
few Confederate prisoners, so that
covers and letters from and to them
are more difficult to identify and are
far more rare. Examples of these
are Morris Island in Charleston
Harbor, S. C., Fort Pulaski near
Savannah, Ga., and Fort Warren in
Boston Harbor, Mass.—all of which
have been written up, illustrated by
photographed covers, by this writer
in the “American Philatelist.” And
there are others which the writer
plans to write up, probably for
STAMPS, including Fort McHenry
near Baltimore, Md., Fort Lafay-
ette in New York Harbor, and
Diavids Island off Pelham, N. Y. ‘e
It is important to note that pris-
oners’ letters which went from South
to North, are much scarcer than
those which traveled the other way—

490

\ (2
N A "/ always

Andersonville, Ga.
Posmark

By VAN DYK MAC BRIDE

even those addressed to a Confeder-
ate prisoner in a Union prison. Still
rarer are any sort of prisoners’
letters written from Confederate
prisons in the South and sent
through to Northern points. South-
ern prisons did not use “Examined”
hand stamps or other identifying
marks, and their usage can usually
only be determined by the point of
origin, notations, or directions writ-
ten on the cover, or by the original
letter if it remains in the cover. Of
such as these, the writer has seen
covers and letters from the Ander-
sonville, Ga. and Salisbury, N. C.
prisons, and from the prisoners
temporarily held at such places as
Staunton and Lynchburg, Va.

Of all of these Confederate
prisons, perhaps the best known was
the ill-famed prison stockade at
Andersonville, Ga. The horrible
conditions under which prisoners
were held there, the sickening record
of death and disease, and the hang-
ing of Wirtz, the prison commander,
after the war ended,—all have no
place here. However, the only pris-
oner’s cover and letter written from
Andersonville which this writer has
even seen, forms the chief reason for

this particular article. It is illus-
trated herewith and the contents are
typical of the nearly illiterate soldier
of the period. The letter is dated
“Andersonville, State of Georgia,
May the 2nd, 1864” and is ad-
dressed to the prisoner’s wife. It
reads:

“Dear Wife I am A prisner of war
now Plymoth was captured the 20 of
Aprill their was 200 or more taken
prisners. I am well yet but the climate
being so hot here & not being used to the
water I will most likely be sick but I
will do the best I can to keep my helth
you must do the best you can. I do not
know wheir to have you direct to or I
should have you write I will write as
often as I am alowd to. I hope you are
well if I ever lieve to get home I will
stay their so good By.

From your Husband James Yencer.”

Incidentally, Ezra Cole of Nyack,
N. Y., states that a book which he
owns listing all of the prisoners at
Andersonville includes one I. D.
Yencer of Battery 24 as having died
on August 7, 1864, and his grave is
there as No. 4984. Allowing for pos-
sible error in the small difference in
first names, it would thus seem that
the writer of this letter was well ad-

o

Photo by S. B. Ashbrook

Only known Civil War prisoner's cover from the notorious Confederate prison at Ander-

sonville, Ga.

Used to Mt. Morris, N. Y., it bears both Confederate and United States

stamps, the "Ex" (Examined) censor's mark, and the postmarks of both- Andersonville, Ga.
and Old Point Comfort, Va.

December 17, 1949 ¥

STAMPS



Publiec Auction
Don't miss our . . .

JANUARY 18TH SALE

Over 600 lots of V. F. United States,
British Colonies and General Foreign
will be sold without reserve to the
highest bidders.

Send a postal card asking for our free
illustrated catalogue.

Munsen Wallace ﬁ
208 E. Broadway, Glendale 5, Calif.

3 SPECIAL U.P.U. OFFERS:

(1)—Algeria UPU Impfs, Cpl. (3) $15.00
(2)—Bahawalpur UPU Imperfs.

Cpl. Including Officials (8).. 19.50
(3)—Complete world wide coverage to date
except Syria Sheet and British Crown Col-
onies; all other British possessions are in-
cluded. No errors, no booklets but every-
thing else right up to and including Vati-
can City! Y
90 diff. countries—240 stamps

and 2 souvenir sheets....... $44.00
We guarantee delivery of all forthcoming
UPU Issues to those ordering this group!

JUST OUT!! Scott 1950 Part II Cat., $3.50

FRANK WARNER

“U.P.U. Specialists” ﬁ&
109 Nassau S¢., New York 7, N. Y.

4c Pan-American
INVERTED

Center :

#296b
Fine unused ........ $225.00

Another copy, unused, fine appearance but
one perforation short. $145.00

U. S. Want Lists Solicited

ROBERT A. SIEGEL

134 Mamaronsck Ave. White Plains, N, Y.

WANTED TO BUY
ANYTHING IN U. S.

Especially ded—ifine 19th C y 1851-
57 Issues—1869 Issue—All Bank Note
Issues—Single items or quantity holdings.

TOP PRICES PAID

ALFRED MENDELSON

6526A 223rd Place, Bayside, N. Y.

UNITED STATES USED
Good to Fine
P00 $2.00| #98...... $2.00 | £148...... $ .50
-] Y 200 112..... 3.10| 182...... 2.00
(¢ S 2,05} 113...... .9 17 S 2.00
{ 1,661 115...... 2.20| 217...... 2.25
7 2.75| 116...... 2.65| 420...... .70
(S 2.001 117...... 2.90| 421...... 1.00
COMMEMORATIVES
$232...... $ .60 F240...... $6.45| #296...... $ .55
235...... 287...... 9 326...... 1.10
238...... 2 288...... 327......
89 3.901 291...... 4.60| 330...... 1.10
Satisfaction guaranteed. Approvals included.
H. M. MACK
Box 152 Milford, New Hampshire

STAMPS Y December 17, 1949
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Weekly column conducted by George B.
Sloane, 116 Nassau St., New York 7, N. Y.,
recognized philatelic expert and authority.

“Sailing Cards,” Early Clippers

Very popular with collectors interested
in postal history, Californiana, etc., are
the colorful advertising cards circulated
long ago by shipping firms competing for
business to the Pacific coast. The cards
named the ship, master, sailing dates and
other pertinent details regarding their
departure from eastern ports and ports
of call. These were the early “Clippers,”
making the trip around Cape Horn. One
reads, “Shippers’ Line for San Francisco.
The Clipper Ship, FLYING CLOUD,
J. P. Creesy, Commander, will have
quick dispatch for the above port. The
Ship having repeatedly made the passage
within 90 days, as well as the shortest on
record, Shippers have an opportunity of
placing their goods in San Francisco,
with the chance of early spring trade.
For freight or passage, apply to the cap-
tain on board, pier 10 East River, or to
John I. Earle, 106 Wall-St.” This is
accompanied by a buxom female figure,
blithely floating over the waves. The
largest collection, more than 700 varieties,
is owned by The Seaman’s Bank for
Savings, New York.

Scott's Catalog, Part II, 1950

Scott Publications, Inc., began distri-
bution of Volume II, completing their
1950 Standard Catalog, on November
28th. The editors have given it a good
going-over, with a complete face-lifting
operation in China of more than a
thousand changes of numbers, ascording
to the press release. China now runs to
nearly 24 pages. Other countries have
been similarly worked over, Switzerland,
for one, and throughout there are the
usual extensive price revisions. There
are additions to listing and other changes.
Eastern Roumelia and South Bulgaria
are combined, “Corea,” becomes “Korea,
under “K,” .and a place called “Ifni,”
moves into the Catalog, and another new
country under “I” is Israel issues begin-
ning in 1948. Russia monopolizes 50
pages and others close behind are France,
Germany, Hungary, Italy and Turkey.
No wonder the general collector throws
up his hands in despair. The new Cata-
log, of over 1150 pages, is available from
the publishers, or your local book store,
or favorite stamp dealer. Price, $3.50.

Ralph A. Barry, R. . P.

Ralph A. Barry died just ten years
ago. His memory remains green through
the many articles, so factual and so well
written, which he published in the phila-
telic press and in the New York Herald-
Tribune, where he edited the Stamp
Page. I saved many of them and they
turn up so often I thought it would do
no harm to pay him tribute here. He
had \a charming personality, and many
friends. He hasn’t been forgotten.

-~ corjc g. (‘a)'o»nc

ODDS & ENDS
Detailed descriptive brochure of 300
specially priced items for all collec-
tors of

UNITED STATES

U. S. POSSESSIONS

BR. NO. AMERICA

Free on Request

WILLIS F. CHENEY A&

Successor to Spencer Anderson
65 Nassau St., New York 7, N, Y.

British U.P.U. Sets

2 Mint Mint Used Used
COLONY: Set Blks Set Blks FDC
Antigua........... $ .41 $1.6840. 0500 i $ .80
Bahamas. . o7, ¥ 088 I S s .75
Barbados. .36 1.44 42 .76
Bermuda. AL TSR o v e e S el
Br. Guiana 41 1.64 .48 1.92 .75
Br. Hond.. OB 220 .95
Cayman. ... 41 1.64 .48 1.92 .7
Grenada... . .41 1.64 .48 1.92 .75
Jamaica. . .. 2l 108 e 1.00
Leeward. ... Al 1B civenes .76
St. Lucia. 41 1.64 .48 1.92 .75
Trinidad. . Al 184 o 95
Virgin.v.. covinnss .41 1.64 .48 1.92 .75

F. G. ATKINSON

“Stamps of British America”

3822 Prudhomme Ave. Montreal 27, Can.
Some Of The

MOST IMPORTANT

Philatelic Properties

That Come On The Market
Pass Thru Our Hands.

If You Are Building a Collection
We Would Like to Tell You How
We Can Help You. Please Let Us
Hear From You.

RAYMOND H. WEILL €0

ROGER G. — RAYMOND H. WEILL
407 ROYAL STREET. NEW ORLEANS [I&

are interested in the
immediate purchase of
Confederate material and
will travel any distance for
substantial collections or

accumulations.
JOHN A. FOX
116 Nassau St. N.Y.7.N. Y.

A\

FREE U. S. PRICE LIST

If you do not have a copy of our 1950
price list entitled

"Stamps of United States"

send a postal at once and mention
“Stamps.” It is mailed free with no un-
solicited approval selections or follow-ups.
Its 80 pages give in paralleled columns
prices on both mint and used singles and
blocks of four in ‘“‘good” and ‘‘fine” con-
dition with no plus or minus percentages
to figure. It also includes mint commemo-
rative plate number blocks.

Orders from this list may be placed
upon the understanding that anything un-
satisfactory may be returned for an im-

mediate refund.

HUDSON, N. Y.
Bausiness Eastablished 1894

Wendover Neefus Co.
489




vised when he said, “I will most
likely be sick,” for it appears that
he died some three months after .it
was written.

The cover, of course, is of the
greatest interest to the philatelist.
It is addressed to Mrs. Elizabeth
Yencer, Mt. Morris, Livingston Co.,
N. Y. and it is endorsed “Ex. MS,”
—indicating that it was examined,
or censored, by a Confederate official
at the prison. It bears a superb
copy of the Confederate 10c Blue
engraved stamp issued in 1863
(Type I, Scott Cat. #11), which is
cancelled with the odd postmark of
Andersonville, Ga. This cancella-
tion, which the writer has never seen
previously, is also separately illus-
trated in this article from a drawing
made from it by August Dietz, Sr.,
in which the illegible portions are
indicated by dotted lines. The Union
share of the postage was paid by
the United States 3c stamp of the
1861 type, bearing the “typical
“cork” canceler of Old Point Com-
fort, Va.,—where it was mailed and
postmarked on August 25, 1864,
nearly four months after it was
written at Andersonville.

The romance and history of the
great conflict between the North and
the South nearly 90 years ago can
be illustrated in no better way than
by the covers and letters which went
through-the-lines, such as this one.
Collectors’ “‘gems” today, they
demonstrate the fascination of the
never-ending search for more such

representative items of the postal -

history of the Civil War.
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Photo by 8. B. Ashbrook
The letter from the Prisoner of War to his wife, dated Andersonville, Ga., May 2, 1864.

CONFEDERATES

NOTHER in the recent events
of outstanding interest to Con-
federate collectors took place in
Baltimore, Maryland, on November
29 and 30, 1949. This was the auc-
tion sale by Perry W. Fuller of the
collection formed by the late Dr.
Don Peters of Lynchburg, Va. Un-
der the able direction of Gregory
Mozian of New York, who con-
ducted the sale, a total of nearly
1200 lots were disposed of in three
sessions. The first two sessions,
held in the afternoon each day, were
devoted almost entirely to Confed-
erate items, while the third session
on Wednesday evening consisted af
United States stamps and covers.
A foreword in the catalog, writ-
ten by Adugust Dietz, Sr., of Rich-
mond. Va., said in part:

STAMPS < December 17, 1949

AT BALTIMORE

“Don Peters was not a ‘collector’ of
Confederates. He was a lover, and the
most ardent it has ever been my privilege
to know—and to admire. To him the
postal stationery of the Lost Cause was
history, and he treasured every fragment
—studied it, and reverently placed it in
its niche in his own Temple of Fame,
which he had erected to the memory of
his father’s record in that struggle. Doc’
Peters flouted every law and rule that
governs the collector. The ‘catalog’ with
its  numbers and price-figures possessed
no meaning for him, neither did he have
his treasures carefully mounted, with de-
scriptions, in the latest ‘must’ loose-leaf
album. He had the covers stored ‘all
over the house,’ in shoe-boxes, paper
bags, metallic containers and envelopes—
but, in a moment, he ‘could put his hand
on’ anything wanted, and questions of
data never begged for an enlightening
answer. He was a living encyclopedia on
matters Confederate. He was not a ‘col-

lector’ in the philatelic sense of that term.
He was an accumulator—not with an eye
to profit, for nothing he had was for
sale. His Confederates were sacrosanct.”

Copies of this interesting de-
scriptive catalog, which included
eighteen pages of photographic

illustrations, will form a valuable
addition to reference libraries of
collectors.

The collection was particularly
strong in original Confederate cov-
ers of great historical interest, and
such pieces elicited most active bid-
ding. A brief list of the prices real-
ized for some of the unusual items
is included here, but special men-
tion must be made here of the
unique Postmasters’ Provisional 10e
envelope of Charleston, S. C., which
sold for $435, and the unused strip
of three of the 5c Provisional
stamps of Knoxville, Tenn., which
brought $460.
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116 Nassau Street

X2 b6c NASHVILLE, carmine, used, extremely BNe. .....ceoveseeinoeses
X5 be NASHVILLE v1olet brown, superb top sheet margin copy, tied blue

MISCELLANEOUS

C(ONFEDERATE STATES ON AND OFF (OVER

PROVISIONALS

5XI bc ATHENS, dull purple superb four margin copy tied by Mms. to buff

cover Pmk, circular ATHENS, PAID, o ola Y s ivieely ope ooisiansasiness $125.00
5X1 6c ATHENS, purple, Horiz. pau' close T. and B., right stamp tiny tear,

tied to coveriPmk. ATHENS, FARD, .o\ o« s olsisbleiesloiaasla e saiiias 150.00
42XUl IUKA B¢ PAID, superb strike on cover bearing corner card of local

Commisaion -Merchant v . Suit st B oon i st R S e ... 65.00
47X1 bc ENOXVILLE brick red, uncancelled, off cover, light crease, Tour

margins, extremely fine APPEArance, TATE .........ceocooeeesnsnsosns 2560.00
58X1 2¢ MOBILE, black, extremely fine mint four margin CoDY............. 2756.00
58X2  bc MOBILE, four margin copy tied to buff cover 80.00

10¢ blue, superb four margin copy tied to Patriotic cover, eleven star
flag and Vergeiis o siciaisls s ae alain e alesies da stoaoisisidala/s s na lalitetecsleis e 27.60
10c_blue, superb four margin copy tied to immaculate cover, by blue
COLUMBEIA;" 85 (0.0, 0iiaoieis:s o0 s1a,slakioters et i s 515 0 otb ralb ok earlafesatolatetetaia)e s 17.60
10c rose, superb 0.G., four MArgINg. . cvvv . eveerranosnesooncaceions 37.60
10¢ dull rose, superb four margin copy, (o e SN S I o T 37.60
TEN dark blue, superb sheet margin copy, lightly Canc............... 32.560
TEN light blue, superb 0313 Y R e e A R e T o e S i T B et 30.00
’I‘%iksuperb four margin copy tied to neat cover by LYNCHBURG, VA. 5000
TEN superb four margin copy_tied to cover by indistinct Canc. .- - . 40.00
10c blue FRAME LINE tied MOBILE, ALA. B BOVeI s o ety o eisie 60.00
10c blue FRAME LINE, defective copy tied to cover ............... ..« 30.00
10c blue tied to attractive WALLPAPER COVET: o v vssesssosessnes 4 17,60
10c blue perforated, a block of 26, possibly the largest piece known,
ghest margin at L., 8 Zreat Farily. ds il o 75 nioteiiois sis biatsls s sSpers aralssisle 150.00
PRISONER OF WAR cover, OLD CAPITOL PRISON, WASHINGTON,
Ww. WOOD, SUPT., MILITARY PRISON, fine strike in black
oval "3¢ 1861 tod: With TancyLCRNoS Bk Uik e gt B o G, 50.00
SLAVE BILL OF SALE FOR NEGEO SCHIED, Vo Bl el v e ore aye Aeiaiets 7.60
SLAVE BILL OF SALE FOR NEGRO WOMAN, V. F.. ... ... ... ... 7.560
SLAVE BILL OF SALE FOR NEGRO MAN, V. F.. .. .. iiininennnnnes 7.50

JOHN A. FOX

BEekman 3-5443

New York 7, N.

Y’
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December DIRECT SALE

featuring

United  States British Empire
General Foreign

Inc. Semi-Postals, Souvenir Sheets

CHINA TREATY PORTS
IRELAND LATIN AMERICA

THIS IS NOT AN AUCTION SALE

SPECIALIZING IN NEW ISSUES —

We do not
“First come, first served’.
Sorry, no approvals.

A new business specially disposed to handle your stamp requn'ements
have unlimited quantities and will operate on the basis of
Immediate refund if sold out or money held at your disposal.
Join our specialized service. Complete satisfaction and lowest prices quaranteed.

INTRODUCTORY LIST OFFERINGS:

UPU ISSUES: Bragll. .. oo (6)) 07|Hungary. ....... .59|Palestine. . .42
Argentina. ...... .04 | British Colonies & ooklet 1.75(Panama......... 8) 1.23
Austria. . ... ..(8) .11 | 66 Countries.(264) 22.00(India. .......... 4) .30|] “ 5cents
Bahawalpur 17 [ B . il 6) .75 Indonesln .60| inverted....... 3.50
Babrain, Kuwait, Belgium Congo. (1; T T e Roct (3 .87 Russln perf. e
Muscat, Tangiers(16) 1.75 | France.......... 17 Japan (4)+ 1block .23 perf........ (4) 1.43
Vatican, 300 and 4 Germany........ 7)  .98|Jugoslavia..... .. 3 1.28 Swltzorland ..... @ .23
1000 lire. . ... ( 2.48 | Great Britain....(4) .30 {1 RS 17
NEW ISSUES:
Algeria 200 Frs, Air...... (1) $ .75 | France Famous men... ... 6 .36 Swnuﬂand Pro Juventute
Belgium Gazelle..........(1) .06 | France 1,000 Frs......... (1) BB B e e e .33
Canada New Pictorials.. . .(5) .16 Germany New3 &5Mark. (2) 1.59 Czechoslovakla Miners....(3) .23
Chile Labor............. (4 .33 | Liechtenstein............ 3 . Ruasia Aviation.......... (8) 1.88
Congo & Belg. E. A....... (5) .55 | Netherlands Children October Revolution(2) .26
Czechoslovakia PerulSol......... ‘“  Agriculture. ...... (2) .26
Child Welfare. ,....... (2) .14 | Australia 1 Pound.. . ‘“  Ann.of Theater....(3) .35
Labor Union Congress. .(2) .07 | Guatemala Umverslty air. (3) .72 | Luxembourg Charity
Red Cross............. ) 14 | Saar Newset............ (5) .52' Michael Rodance....... (9 .60
Peace Issue British Colonies. .. ..........ccoviviinrennennennnnnn (90) § 2.86
s P E C IA L ~ Silver Wedding compl.
. Only ts BYBIAbIOL oo oy ol e v g s it Nt 4 (138) 215.00
German yarisauegoompl .. . ovvesnad ot ch RN A (90) 1.7

Postage Extra,

NEW ISSUE CO. r.o. Box 225, Planetarium Sta., N. Y. 24, N. Y.

The sessions were well attended
by many collectors and dealers both
from Baltimore and other points.
Among those present from Balti-
more the following twere noted:
E. B. Finney, Michael Miller, Dr.
Johkn M. Spence, Jr., Denwood
Kelly, Dr.. Paul Clough, J. P.
Smythe, Dr. H. M. Walters, and
Edward Turner. Visitors from New
York included Howard Lehman,
Ezra Cole, John A. Fox, R. A. Sie-
gel, and R. E. Townsend. From
Washington, D. C., Joseph Herbert,
Dr. G. G. Frazier, and David Kohn.
From Wilmington, Del., Thomas
Heathcote, Jr., K. A. Whittle, and
H. H. Welch. And from other
points, Mrs. Don Preston Peters
and Milton Moses, Lynchburg, Va.;
H. L. Morris, Atlanta, Ga.; Miss
Virginia Hale and Mrs. A. E. Hall,
Front Royal, Va.; Morris Ewverett,
Cleveland, Ohio; B. H. Handy,
Syracuse, N. Y., and the writer of
this report, Van Dyk MacBride,
Newark, N. J.

Some of the prices realized fol-
low, the auction lot number being
that first given below:

212—10c Charleston Provl. envelope,
$435; 230—5¢ Marion, Va. Provl.,, $180;
256—Army of No. Va. covers, group,
$42; 324—five 2c green on cover, $140;
373—5¢c Typograph, printed both sides,
$237.50; 408—10c Frameline cover,
$82.50; 409—10c on F. of T. cover, $61;
410—TEN cover, $46; 415—TEN R.R.
cancel, $68; 468—2c Red Brown cover,
$62.50; 470—2c Red Brown & 10c Blue
cover, $100; 489—Strip 3 Knoxville 5c¢
Provl., unused, $460; 521—College Cover,
$61; 527—do., $25; 532—Advertising
Cover, $25; 537—do., $33; 538—do., $31;
548—do., $40; 552—do., $21; 555—Offi-
cial P.O. Dept. cover, $38.50; 562—do.,
$51; 563—Dept. Justice Cover, $22; 570—
War Department, $26; 578—Army im-
print Cover, $36; 592—American Letter
Express Cover, $147.50; 593—do.,
$177.50; 601—Adams Express Cover,
$147.50; 602—Blockade Cover, $77.50;
603—do., $67.50; 635—Patriotic Cover,
$60; 641—do., $65; 642—do., $48; 700—
Wallpaper Cover, $22; 710—Homemade
Cover, $65; 728—U. S. Envelope
“Steamboat” $33; 744—1859 Slave letter,

$65.

—VaAN Dyx MAcBripE

U.S.C.S. National
Convention

HE Universal Ship Cancellation So-

ciety will hold a National U.S.C.S.
Convention in Harrisburg, Pa., May 6
and 7, 1950. Headquarters will be the
Penn Harris Hotel, while the nearby
Pennsylvania State Museum will house
the mammoth naval cover exhibit. The
show will be under the general chairman-
ship of Elmer R. Long, well known
stamp and cover dealer. Further details
will be announced at a later date.

December 17,1949 7% STAMPS



Sedgeford .
13 Richmond Park Avenue
Dowrnenouth ;
England
March 23rd, 1950,

Stanley Be A’hbrodk’ E'q. »
3o lerth Fort Thonas Avenue
FOI‘t Thoiasg Ky i .S sha

Dear Mr, Ashbrook:

It gives me great pleasure to be able to inform you that
the Doard of HElection have today elected you to

The Roll of Distinguished Philatelists and I send you my
1 sincere congratulations and Best Wishes,. _

The Ceremony of signing the Roll will take place thls year,
during Congress at Tunbridge Wells or Friday May 19 and I shall be
yery glad to hear from you, if it will be possible for you to attend
on that day, It is the week after the big Exhibition in London and
you may be wishing to attend that too but we shall give you a
very Hearty Welcome at Congress if you can come,

I may say that it is hoped to bring the Roll to the Toronte
Centenary Exhibition in Septeumber 1951 and you could sign there, 1f
it is not convenlent to come to lngland, but we shall be dolighfed to
gea you here , this sumer, if it is possible.

The Public release of the news of the Tlection, to the
ss, will not be made until April 15th, so this lettor 1is Private
confidential to you, meanwhile,

I trust thils will find you in good Health, 'and with kind

of regards
I an

Yours sincerely

(sigsned) Trederilck Valker

Hon. 8ces t0o the Board of llection
Roll of Distinguished Philatelists
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BY AIR MAIL

AIR LETTER

IF ANYTHING IS5 EN-\
CLOSED THIS LETTER NOsyz
WILL BE SENT BY
ORDINARY MAIL.
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April 13, 1950.

lr. Frederick Walker,
"sedgeford"
13 Riechmond Park Ave.,
Bournenouth, England,

Dear Ur, Walker:

Tharks very much for your kind note of the
23rd of March last, the contents of which were quite
& surprise.

May I assure your Board, and you personally,
that I deeply apprecinte thls honor and sincerely re-
gret that due to 111 health, I will be unable to
Journey to England next month, to attend the Congress,
or the London Exhihl tion,

I1f physically able I will 1aks every effort
to be present at the Toronto Centenary in Septerber,l851,

With my kindest regards -

Cordlally yours,

Ae
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Roll of Distinguished Philatelists Elected 1850

R. W. T. Lees-Jones (Great Britain). Outstanding
study and research on the stamps of Canada
in collaboration with Alfred Lichtenstein and
Senator Calder. Results published regularly in
the “London Philatelist” and in Canada. Parers
and exhibits in London, Manchester, Scotland.

H. W. Bessemer (Great Britain). Outstanding study
and research on the stamps of France. Award-
ed the Tilleard Medal. Published many
articles on the Tete-Beche Sower type and
Bordeaux issues of France in the “London
Philatelist’”.  Displays at Exhibitions and to
many Societies.

Walter H. C. Bromfield (Western Australia).
President for 21 years of the Philatelic Society
of Western Australia. Intensive research and
many articles published on the stamps of
Western Australia. Five Gold Medals and
other Awards for Exhibitions. NMember of
Jury at all Australian Philatelic Exhibitions
since 1932, and Special Representative in
Western Australia of the Royal Philatelic
Society, London.

J. Schmidt-Andersen (Denmark). The Father of
Danish Philately. Great research student and
writer of articles on the stamps of Denmark.
Has completed and published the plating of all
four plates of Denmark No. 1, the 4 Rb’s. Has
published many interesting studies of the types
and dies of the modern Danish recess-printed
stamps.

Ibrahim Chaftar Bey (Egypt). President of the
Club Philatelique d'Egypte.  Extensive re-
search into the first and third issues of Egyptian
stamps. Is re-writing Zeheri's Catalogue of
Stamps of Egypt. Juror at New York 1947,
Basle 1948, and London 1950 Exhibitions.

Pierre Morel d’Arleux (France). Honorary Secretary
of the Academie de Philatelie, Chief Organiser
of Citex (Paris) Exhibition, and a Juror. Pub-
lished many serious studies of the stamps of
France. Took a leading part in the creation
of the Musee Postal of Paris, and is a Founder
and Honorary Secretary of the Societe des
Amis du Musee Postal.

Stanley B. Ashbrook (U.S.A.). Considered in
America to be the greatest student that Phila-
tely has produced. His books on the early
U.S.A. stamps are classics.  His articles are
voluminous, and have immensely raised the
standard of U.S.A. Philately. Has received
the Luff Award and the Crawford Medal. A
Leader in Exhibition Organization.

Lester G. Brookman (U.S.A.). Editor for many
years of the “American Philatelist”. An out-
standing writer and publisher of books on the
19th Century issues of U.S.A. stamps. Has
done much work in Exhibition Organization,
and served on innumerable juries.
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Remember These

JOHN HALL BARRON -
G. H. BOUCHER - Bl
K. M. ALEXANDER -
L. T. ROSE-HUTCHINSON -

The hallmarks of some of t
we were privileged to h

After the show many collectors who have spent yel
exhibit to perfection may find there is litfle m
Our adyice fo you is to

Sell Your Exhibition

in the "Connoisseur”” Market—which m

At The Specialised 3t

We are now reserving suitable dates in our New
Programme for the sale of such properties, and i
advantage of our International Auction Service p
as soon as possible the type of property you wou
to you. We shall be pleased to meet you at
discuss final details.

Our Auction Service is operated in London,
Philadelphia, regular sales being held at each bra
in Melbourne and in Bombay. Thus we ensure
market in the world is secured for all good cla
and postal historical material. Whatever your
may be confident we will secure for you

LONDON
INTERNATIONAL
STAMP EXHIBITION
MAY B! 1o I3} 1950
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THE STAMP COLLECTORS’ FORTNIGHT

turn to Russia, for in cerebrating the quarter century
of Soviet stamps in 1946, she issued three large
designs, one reproducing the 40 roubles of 1921
("New Russia Triumphant”) one featuring some
eight or nine Soviet stamps and the final value
picturing nearly a score of recognisable items!

Final item in this section brings us to Switzerland,
who did not permit her own centenary to pass with-
out notice, the philatelically-minded state produc-
ing much of the designs of Zurich 1 and 2 in her
1043 stamp.

The foregoing are stamps connected with postal
history, but now we turn to a select inner group;
that concerned with philately itself. Here, as may
be expected, the principal reason for the issue has
been a Philatelic Exhibition of some sort.

An example is the WIPA sheet of Austria, the
costly item of 1933 issued in connection with the
International Philatelic Exhibition at Vienna, in
that year. An unusual feature of the sheet was the
fact that part represented postage, part was a charity
tax, and the largest portion represented the admis-
sion fee to the Exhibition. Fortunately, the single
stamp issued at the same time is not so expensive.

Other miniature sheets featuring stamps have
been issued by numerous countries. Argentine
produced one for the 1935 Buenos Ayres Philatelic
Exhibition, which reproduced four imperforate
copies of the San Martin 10c. and followed this in
1940 by a sheet for the Cordoba Philatelic Exhibi-
tion, which reproduced the first stamps at Buenos
Ayres, Cordova, Corrientes, the Argentine Confed-
eration and the Republic—five in all!

The “Double” Geneva was commemorated by an
adapted design on a miniature sheet in 1943 and
Switzerland did the same in 1945 for the Basle
“Dove”.

The United States supplies us with splendid re-
productions of her first two stamps on the CIPEX
miniature sheet, sheets which, unlike most others,
have been largely used for postal purposes, and in
1931 Uruguay issued four miniature sheets, each
with four copies of the same first issue. These
were on sale during the Montevideo Philatelic
Exhibition.

A recent series of three stamps of Anglo publicise
the first Philatelic Exhibition ever to be held there,
the design common to all values being a faithful
reproduction of the well-known “Crown” type de-
sign of the 1870 period.

Boliva issued attractive stamps for the First
School Philatelic Exposition in 1942, the seven
values reproducing Boliva No. 1 and the 1941 air
stamp.

Away in China, philatelic exhibitions were held
at Nanking and Shanghai in 1648, and to commem-
orate them identical stamps were issued, printed in
carmine-rose for Nanking and in green for
Shanghai. They are found perforated and imper-
forate, the large design featuring the Dr. Sun Yat-
sen stamp of 1912 and the Mail Transportation item
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On to Congress

As is our usual practise, we publish the Congress
programme for the convenience of our readers. By ali
reports delegates are going to have a very happy
time and many new friendships will be made. o

From the business point of view there are five
resolutions, representing everything from sense to
nonsense.  Perhaps the soundest being the Man-
chester suggestion that-a Philatelic Bureau should be
established by our postal authorities, but unless this
Bureau is to handle all Empire issues we cannot see
it being very successful.

Many very attractive outings have been arranged
for delegates, perhaps the most unusual one being
the visit to Laci)y Hart Dyke’s Silk Farm, which has
been flourishing for nearly twenty years.

Every year the Study Circles become more and
more important, and it is interesting to note that
most of those this time are concerned with Empire
issues. The Editor looks forward to renewing many
friendships at Tunbridge Wells, and to making
many new ones,

32nd PHILATELIC CONGRESS PROGRAMME.
Tuesday. May 16th:

2 p.m. Motor Coach tour to Knole.

3 p-m. Study Circles (if demanded).

8 p.m. Reception by the Mayor and Mayoress.
Wednesday. May 17th:

10 a.m. First Business Session.
11 am. Paper: “Lawful Prize—or was it?”
Dr. Gordon Ward.
12.15 p.m. Official Photograph.

2 p.m. Motor Coach tours to Lullingstone and
Penshurst.
8 pm. Study Circles: Gt. Britain (Rev. P.
H. Turnbull); Canada (G. R. C.
Searles); Postal History (J. K. Side-
bottom, O.B.E.); China, East Asia
(J. ©. Davis); Australia, New Zealand
(A. J. Mitchell); India (Jal Cooper).
Thursday. May 18th:

10a.m. Second Business Session.
10.15a.m. Paper: “The Charm of the Classics.”
Rev. P. H. Turnbull, B.A.
11.15 p.m. Paper: “What is Wrong with Con-

gress?” R, K. Wortley, F.R.P.S.L.

2 pm. Motor Coach tours to Hever Castle
and Bodiam Castle.

8 p.m. Study Circles: Gt. Britain (J. W.
Brewer); Canada (N. M. Clougher);
Gambia (R. E. R. Dalwick); Postal
History (H. F. R. Miller); Brit. West
Indies (Major A. E. Hopkins, M.C.).

Friday. May 19th:
10a.m. Third Business Session.

3 p.m. Fourth Business Session in the Council
Chamber. Ceremony of the Signing
of the Roll of Distinguished Philatelists,

7.15 p.m. l?_a;nqlllet, Carbaret and Ball at the Spa
otel.
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COMMEMORATIVE STAMP
PROGRAM FOR THE
REMAINDER OF 1950

Honoring Railroad Engineers of
America. April 29, F.D. at Jack-
son, Tenn.

Gateway to the West—Midwest
Centenary. June 3, F.D. at Kansas
City, Mo.

Commemorating the Executive
Branch of the Government (Wash-
ington Sesquicentennial Celebra-
tion). June 12, F.D. at Washing-
ton, D. C.

Boy Scouts of America.
F.D. at Valley Forge, Pa.

Indiana Territory Sesquicentennial.
July 4, F.D. at Vincennes, Ind.

Commemorating the Judicial Branch
of the Government (Washington
Sesquicentennial Celebration).
Aug. 2, F.D. at Washington, D. C.

California Statehood. Sept. 9, F.D.
at Sacramento, Calif.

Commemorating the Legislative
Branch of the Government (Wash-
ington Sesquicentennial Celebra-
tion). Nov. 22, F.D. at Washing-
ton, D. C.

June 30,

Already issued this year:

Jan. 3—3c 75th Anniversary American
Bankers Association, Saratoga Springs,

N. Y

Jan. 27—3c Samuel Gompers Commem.,
Washington, D. C.

April 20—Statue of Freedom (Washing-
ton Sesquicentennial Celebration)
Washington, D. C.

Number of stamps in sheet depends on shape
of design, so number cannot be determined
until P.0.D. announces size of stamp. Then
figure that oblong or vertical sizes come 50
to sheet; the Famous Americans sizes. 70 to
sheet; regular issues, like Presidentials, 100
to sheet.

Ashbrook and Brookman
Elected to Roll of
Distinguished Philatelists
For 1950

NE of the greatest honors
Q a philatelic student and

writér can receive is to be
elected to the Roll of Distinguished
Philatelists, which is conducted
under the auspices of the Philatelic
Congress of Great Britain, and
America is honored in having two*
of its students—=Stanley B. Ash-
brook, and Lester G. Brookman—
elected to the Roll for 1950.

Both gentlemen need no introduc-
tion to our readers, for they have

done outstanding work in the field of
philately, having both already re-
ceived the Crawford Medal. Stanley
Ashbrook’s two-volume set on The
United States One Cent Stamp of
1851-57 is a classie, as is also his
United States Ten Cent Stamp of
1851-57. These books are “musts”
with all specialists of these issues.
His articles are voluminous. and
have immensely raised the standard
of philately.

Lester G. Brookman was for some
vears Editor of the American Phil-
atelist, and issued several handbooks
under the auspices of the American
Philatelic Society. His most recent
contribution to philately is his two-
volume set on The 19th Century
Postage Stamps of the United
States, which is generally recognized
as the leading publication in this

field.

AN R L 2259 s 9EE0
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In all, eight persons were added
to the Roll of Distinguished Phila-
telists for 1950, and besides Mr.
Ashbrook and Mr. Brookman there
were the following:

R. W. T. Lees-Jones of Great
Britain, for his study and research
cn the stamps of Canada, in collab-
oration with Alfred Lichtenstein
and Senator Calder.

H. IW. Bessemer of Great Bri-
tain, for his study and research on
the stamps of France. Mr. Besse-
mer is also the recipient of the 7'il-
leard Medal.

Walter H. C. Bromfield of Wes-
tern Australia, for intensive re-
search on the stamps of Western
Australia. For twenty-one years

Mr. Bromfield was President of the
Philatelic Society of Western Aus-
tralia.

Photo shows Postmaster Albert Goldman, at left, congratulating Peter J. McEntee, Asst.
General Supt. of Finance, on his unanimous election as President of the New York Post Office
Supervisors Association. Mr. McEntee will be remembered by philatelists for his efficient
handling of postal facilities at Cipex and the 1949 ASDA Show at the Armory in N. Y. City.




J. Schmidt-Andersen of Denmark,
who is known as “The Father of
Danish Philately,” for his research
work and articles on the stamps of
Denmark.

Ibrahim Chaftar Bey of Egypt, 2
who is President of the Club Phil-
atelique of Egypte, for his extensive
research into the first and third &
issues of Egyptian stamps.

Pierre Morel d’Arleuz of France,
for his serious studies of the stamps
of France. Mr. d’Arleux is Honor-
ary Secretary of the dcademie de
Philatelie of France.

National Federation of Stamp
Clubs, Bulletin No. 82 '

ECENTLY one of the large :
sponsored programs on radio
boasted that in the first five years of -
their broadcasting they had received
125,000 fan letters. The NBC

Stamp Club, sponsored by the Na- 2
"Bon Voyage" dinner tendered to members of the Collectors Club of New York, who tional Federation of Stamp Clubs,
were going overseas to attend the London International Philatelic Exhibition. which was on the local New York
- WNBC station since CIPEX 1947,

Dinner at "Victors'" restaurant, | East 35th Street, on Wednesday, April 5, 1950, at %
which time Jacob S. Glaser, a Governor of the Collectors Club, was pZesen{ecI by Richard was put on a national hC_’Ok'up about
S. Bohn, President of the Club, with an official certificate designating him as the Club's five or six months ago; in those few
representative to the London International Philatelic Exhibition. Mr. Glaser was also pre- months it has already received more
sented with a gold embossed passport case by John J. Britt, Vice-president of the Club. than 125,000 fan letters. This is re-

Guests, seated from left to right: Elliott Perry, Walter R. McCoy, Chas. A. Lott, Mrs. ported in the_N'F‘S'C' Bulletin re-
Jacob S. Glaser, Jacob S. Glaser, Mrs. Walter R. McCoy, John H. Hall, Winthrop S. Boggs, leased on APTII 11th.
and Mrs. Florence Ortale Brown. Announcement is made there also

Standing, left to right: Chester A. Smelizer, Dr. Clarence W. Brazer, Julian Gros, Albert of the fact _th_a‘t the Association fo};
Higgins, John J. Britt, Harrison D. S. Haverbeck, Richard S. Bohn, Joseph Martin, Phil Stamp Exhibitions, Inc. Handboo
Robbins, and George B. Wray. on holding club exhibitions is now

: in the hands of the printers, and is
Those going over to London are: Mr. and Mrs. Glaser, Mr. and Mrs. McCoy, John H. .
Hall, and Winthrop S. Boggs. Mrs. Louise B. Dale, the American Commissioner to the CXpected' to be ready early mbthe
London Show, was absent because of a bad cold. fall. It is to .be supplemented by a
pamphlet on judging shows.

A philatelic week-end has been
called at the Hotel Traymore, At-
lantic City, N. J., April 21-23, when

IF YOU MISS SOME OF THESE, NOW IS THE TIME TO BUY! member clubs of the N.F.S.C. will
. convene.
UNITED STATES - 20TH CENTURY - UNITED STATES The Bulletin reports that a stamp
to commemorate the 150th anniver-
We carefully selected these very fine unused items from a recently sary of Indiana Territory received
purchased collection. Our prices are right; everyone of them is worth 4 ‘favorable ‘vote on the voll tsken
the money and then some, so let’s hear from you. ¢ 5 e i +Bost
£314 Blocklofif0TL% a/% e oo ale e $4.00 #478 Block, of Four -u.s s $185.00 0 ety iy PERSCEn b
315 Sheet margin pair....... 100.00 479 SiipTay Yk nnd SOk 11.00 in favor. The stamp had been ap-
820B - Block of four.,........ 5.00 479 Top Plate of six........ 80.00 proved meanwhile by the Post Office
341 Block of Zour . aesa.ds  DOOO 480 L s e o o "os 10.60
342 Block of Tour: . ..vsaxdint. 8000, 480 BIoek o FORT. . 0.0 42.00 Department anyway: y y
343 to 347—Blocks of four...... 85.00 AOTR PAIR S - Tl s e 37.50 The Dayton Philatelic Society
3564 Line pa@r ............. 14.00 51‘% Block of four . .....5.. 9.00 has agreed to make available to
356 Eanespalt.  CENe s osies 125.00 515 Block of four ...cieees 7.00 b beis, 1 ﬁ] hi 'h
S R coe. 40.00 518  Block of four ......... 9.00 member cubs the nlm Wayich was
418 Block of four ......... 9.00 T R R R 35.00 made by them of the flight to Kitty
422 Block "of Tonr. il 5. 35.00 ?24 angle ................ 9.00 Hawk for the first day sale of the
440 Block: of foun .. & aiia 155.00 547 Singla’ | i et 9.00 1t Flavwleist il
456 RAIET £ oad T80yl i 4 15.00 547 Block of four ......... 40.00 ity Hawk stamp.
:gl Bzocii oi ;our ......... %ggg 121%‘ glzmel' otf3f0 ........... 2232 All clubs in the area are urged
4 JBloek of four ......... d 5 PERSOL IOt e ls 1 . . o o .
472 Block of four ......... 20.00 532  Block of four IV........ 6.50 in the bulletin to participate in the
475  Block of four .....,... 25.00 532A  Block of four V........ 20.00 Tenth Annual Convention of the
:72 15310?& of: Tour: i &5+ L 2320 ggzg ]i’»;lnrzll( off ffour V";ll. ol < T ggg Tri-State Federation, comprising
7 IRl ooty o o ave .00 32 ock of four VI...w«.. : . s g
S 35.00 535  Block of four ......... 475 Indiana, Illinois, and Kentucky. The

convention is to be held September

ECONOMIST STAMP CO., INC. 20, 30, and October 1, 1950 at the
87 NASSAU STREET NEW YORK 7, N. Y. Vendome Hotel, Evansville. Ind.
—H. L. LinpquisT
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THE PHILATELIC FOUNDATION
22 EAST 35TH STREET

TRUSTEES NEW YORK 16, N. Y. TRUSTEES
ADMIRA-FREDERICRFTARRTS DO HN H HALL :
e MURRAY HILL 3-5667 GEORGE R. M. EWING
» THEODORE E. STEINWAY SOL GLASS
TREASURER H ’ \/M C\;DK'N\BINTHROP S. BOGGS. DIRECTOR MALCOLM JOHNSON
; SECRETARY HARRY L. LINDQUIST
HUGH M. CLARK SAUL NEWBURY
]
MRS. JOHN D. DALE April 1, 1950, A. H. WILHELM

Mr, Stanley B, Ashbrook,
33 N. Ft. Thomas Avenue,
Ft. Thomas, Ky.

Dear Stan:
Yours of March 28th,

I am truly sorry that I could not do
better for you, but the Trustees were adamant about
our records. —

Congratulations on your elevation to
the Roll of Distinguished Philatelists,

It took Harry Lindquist and me two years
to convince our English Cousins that Ashbrook and
Brookman were two very important names over herel

Always yours,
(L =3

TES:&:.



HLLINDQUIST

PUBLECATEONS
2 WEST 46th STREET; N'EW YORK 19,8 ¥,

March 28, 1950

Mr, Stanley B. Ashbrook
33 N. Ft. Thomas Avenue
Ft. Thomas, Kentucky

Dear Stan:

Congratulations! Just got the advance notice, which
you will also have received, that you have been elected to the
Roll of Distinguished Philatelists, together with Lester G.
Brookman.

Theodore Steinway and myself put up quite a battle for this.
Max Johl was also nominated, but failed to be elected by a small
vote, but they assure me he will probably be elected next year.

This is a very desirable honor, and to my mind one of the great-
est any writer can receive. If you could go to England you
could sign the Roll on Friday, May 19, but this is really un-
necessary for the Roll will probably be brought to Toronto

at the Centenary Exhibition in September, 1951, at which time
you can sign equally well,

With best wishes, I am

Sincerely yours,

jW

HLL/G

Phone: LUxemburg 2-0190 Cable Address: LINDPUBS




R. J. MECHIN
20 EAST 84TH STREET
NEW YORK 28, N. Y.

April 25, 1950

Mr. Stanley B, Ashbrook

33 North Fort Thomas Avenue
Fort Thomas, Kentucky

Dear Stan:

I was delighted to see that
you have been elected to the "Roll of
Distinguished Philatelists", I can't
imagine it happening to a nicer fellow or
a better choice being made.

Are you going to England for
the "signing"? If you are, be sure to give
me a cheer on your way through New York.

With best regards, and hoping to
see you, I am

Sincerely yours

A¢



Dr. J. E. CrabDOCK Dr. CHARLES ROSER

LOUISVILLE EYE, EAR, NOSE and THROAT CLINIC
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July 15, 1950,

Dr, dhas. Le Roser,
629 South lst St.,
Louisville 2, Ky.

Dear Doctor:

Thankes very much for yours of the 13th with check
for the 5¢ 1847 cover. It had slipped my mind that you
obtained the same variety in a 10¢ from me, The two will
make a nice pair,

Regarding the two covers that you enclosed. In my
opinion the PAID on the Baltimore cover is definitely fraudulent.
Under my lamp the blue ink is different from that of the post-
mark, Part of the "D" is over the stamp and inasmuch as the
stamp 1s self-evidence of postage payment, such an added marking
at the post office would not have been at all necessary, es-
pecially in view of the fact that postage stamps had been in
use for a decade, I am returning the cover herewiths One wonders
why some people do such things,

Regarding the other cover, This does look like a R.R.
marking and it soems to be "Lexington & Covington R.R«" I have
no record of such. The old Kentuc entr « Ho a Mail
Contract for a number of years in the eighteen fifties and it
seems possible that one of the mall elerks might have used a
stamper reading, "Lexington & Covington ReR." =« which meant,
"Lexington & Covington Rall Route". I am taking the liberty of
holding the cover in order to write Arthur Hall regarding it.
e is one of our foremost students of railroad markings, and if
he wants to see it I will send 1t to him, I trust you have no
objection, '

With regards =
Cordially yours,

A




July 15, 1950,

ur. Avthur G. Hall,
536 Boulevard,
WostLleld, Nele

Deay i, Hall:

A friend of mine down in Eentucky subnitted to
me a4 cover (3¢ 1853 stamped envelope) which appears %o
have a Re Re marking vhich reads,

"LEXINGTON & COVINGTON ReR."

I never gaw a slmilar iten and Chase does not list
such a marking.

. The old Kentucky Central R., ran betweon Covington
- and Lexington and I suppose one of the mall clerks might
have used a stanper with the above wordings Tho cover is
addressed to Danville, Ky. (Into Lexington by rail, thence to
Danville, S.%. of Lexington by coach).

I am wonde if you have any record of such a
marking? I not, I will be pleased to loan the cover to you,

Stamped addressed envelope herewith.
Sincerely yours,




STANLEY B.ASHBROOK
A.P.S.2497
33 N.FT. THOMAS AVE.

FT. THOMAS, KY.

July 15, 1950,

Mr. Arthur G. Hall,
533 Boulevard,

Westfield, N.J.
Dear Mr., Hall:
A friend of mine down in Kentucky submitted to

me a cover (3¢ 1853 stamped envelope) which appears to W

have a R. R, marking which reads, Lﬂpﬂw/
"LEXINGTON & COVINGTON R.R." ?g)b/”wo;i’

I never saw a similar item and Chase does not list //)M/ :

such a markinge. ﬂwﬂ (ﬂjlk/

S

have used a stamper with the above wording, The cover is

The old Kentucky Central R.R. ran between Covington Aéx}/
addressed to Danville, Ky. (Into Lexington by rail, thence to dk
Danville, S.W. of Lexington by coach). \ o
I am wondering if you have any record of such a st‘

marking? If not, I will be pleased to loan the cover to you, f(

and Lexington and I suppose one of the mail clerks might

Stamped addressed gpvelope herewith,

Sy ”) >4
S}néenelx yours, / 0”/
\\‘. ’ . 7

/ M /g\é@mvwc\(

/

/

\e




July 19, 1650,

NG

¥r. Arthur G. Hall,
533 Boulevard,
Vestfleld, NaJe

Dear My, Hall:

Here 18 the 37 1853 envelope with the mariing
that I belileve is "Lexington & Covington ReR." I made
a photograph, natural size, thru a red sereéen and it
is barely poassible the photo will show the markings to
better advantage than the cover itselfs I wlll send you
a print later, '

I do not undersgtand what you referred to =

"ihere 1s a fragment of 1t in the 1lst
quarter 1851 pamphlet of thils year."

Will you pleése be nore explicit.

Cordially yours,




July 20, 1950,

lire Chase We. Remele,
14 Bast Carrillo St.,
Santa Barbara, Calif,

Dear Charlie:

Please note copy of letter to Hall, In reply he re-
quested a look at the cover, and stated, quote:

"I have never seen it myself, There is &
fragment of it in the lst ¢marter 1851
pamphlet of this year."

I really do not know what he meant by the fragment,
etce Do you correspond with Hall?

I made a photo of the marking and will send you a
print 17 wou would like to have one,

Sincerely yours,

Lator

It just oceurred to me that he referred to the
Chronicle and I find nmy guess correct, In the Chonnlcle Noe 7,
page 6 = I note mention of "Covington" on an off cover stamp -
an {llustration (Nos 9) is given.




July 20, 1950

Dr. Carroll Chase,
Re Po.De'l,
' 5111‘02'&1, Hella

. Dear Doc:

: ““hanks for yours r¢ = tle u.}?; narkings I will send you
a photo-print later, Arthur Nall requested a look at the ltem -
e thimc he agrees that my guess is correctes

I will write Remele, Ineidentally, he was in Cincinnati
1ast month and spent t;vo afternoons with me, I think he niee
personally but not very heoavy es - collectors iHaybe I asi wWronge

He lwpressed me as one who wants to g;et a lot of iInforpmation with= "

. out spending much moneye You probably imow him betier, oP. elase .
you would not have turned over a lot of data to hin,

S0 it 1s kot up in your sectlione Nothing but rain here
at present - ‘"o had a bad electrical stora last night = after a
voery mmid day. Ny alr condition is a lifé-savere I can keep oy
roou 10 degrees under the outside Lenporature. :

Yours atce,

Iﬂﬂr

I note the 3¢ 1851 off ocover you mentioned is 1ilsted in
the "Chronicle” Issue 0. 7 = 8nd & fpac.mu is published. IHall
stated he had nover seen such a marking.
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July 20, 19504

V Hr, Tracy W, Simpson,
6€ Alvarado Road,
Berkeley 5, Calif,

Dear Tracy:

« I quote as follows from a letter Just received from
Gordon Harmer:

"Thanks for your letter of July 13,

I will certainly very soriously consider the
revision of tho 3¢ 151157 issues and ale-
though I received the Chronicle, I haven't
had time to go over it. I will do this at
an early opportunity,”

_ Re - "ReRe" listing in Chronicle No. 7, pege €. 0On 3¢
1851 ~ off cover - "& Bovington" - also tracing Nos 9. Recenbly
a friend of minc down in Loulsville sent me a 3¢ 1853 U.S,.
envelope with a very indistinet postmark on the stamp. Te
figured, and I agreed; that the narking wead "Lexingkon & Cov?2"
and was probably "Lexington & Covington R.R," I wrote Arthur
Hall, In reply he stated he had nover seen such a marking but
he called my attention to mention in the "Chronicle" ~ requosted
a look, and 1 sent the cover to him yesterday, I also wrote
Chase and he stated he onece owned a 3¢ 1851 off cdover = evidently
the item mentioned in the Chronicle,

I am adviging Remele of the above,
Would you like to have a photo=-print of the cover?
With regards -

Cordlally yours,



LOUISVILLE EYE, EAR, NOSE and THROAT CLINIC




July 15, 1950,

Dre Carroll Chase,
Re Fu Do {"1.
Milford. Hella

Dear Doe:

1 am enclosing herewith copy of a letter to
Arthur Tall, The marking is ecireular and an extremely poor
strike“ but it does seem to definitely read, "LEXINGTON &
COV???" The owner happens to be quite a good friend of
mine and I would like to accommodate him if possible,

Thanks for yours of the 1lth,

I forgot to mention in my former lotter that the rules
governing the A.P.Se Hall of Fame forbid the addition to the
1ist of any living persons, Sounds damn silly to me but one
thing 1s a sure bet ~ anything that organization would do would
be silly. However, I do think that the present President is the
best they have had in recent years.

I haven't had a single Express iall cover offered to
me in monthe, My ad in "Staups" falls to produce anything. I
think an E.!ll, that went abroad is nighty good property. Someday
they will be in real denand, :
llo doubt you have beon snowed under with work since
your return,

With regards =

Yours otce,




STANLEY B.ASHBROOK
A.P. S.2497
33 N.FT. THOMAS AVE.

FT. THOMAS, KY

July 19, 1050,

Dear Mr., Hall:

Here is the 3¢ 1853 envelope with the marking
that I believe is "Lexington & Covington R.R." I made ‘
a photograph, natural size, thru a red screen and it
is barely possible the photo will show the markings to
better advantage than the cover itself, I will send you

a print later, \
,/W

I do not understand what you referred to - ¢{»&7ﬂ1%&*’
"There is a fragment of it in the 1lst e 7 &%/
quarter 1851 pamphlet of this year," <}
a/ 3l
Will you please bgfmore explicit,
/)

lluo"dially yours,

ULL&LA}*,-Céi;M/i Uum,lk»\f

LM' /

w% “’W
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July 29, 1950,

Drs Chas. L. Roser,
629 South First 5t.,
Louisville 2, Ky.
Dear Doctor:

Nerewith I am returning your 3¢ 1853 envelope with
the cancelation which I feel quite sure is the scarce

Lexington & @ovington R.R,

T learned that the 3¢ 1851 mentioned in the "Chronicle"
Tsgue No. 7 formerly belonged to Dr, Carroll Chase and Is now in
the eollection of my good friend Chas, W, Remele of Santa
Barbara, Califs I wrote Remele about his copy and quote as
follows from a letter from him dated July 24th last:

"The tracing of the "& Covington" marking in Chronicle
No. 7 is from & marking I have on a 3¢ 1861, off covers The
stanp is from 2L - late 1863 or 1854 shade. I have always felt
the full marking rust be Loxington & Covingbon ReR. = for these
reagons:

A Railroad postal route between the two cities was
established between October '55 and Sept. 154, The railroad was
originally chartered larch 1, 1845, as the Licking & LeXington
R.R., Feb, 27, 1849, the name was changed to Covington & Lexington
ReR. By January, 1856, or earliocr, it was also known as the
Great Central Kentucky, First Division, but I can't find any
record of an actual change of names The Appleton Guide for Dec,
1859, lists it as the Lexington & Covingbton or Kentucky Central
Rellway, How the name got reverse wou 't know] - but that
frequently happened of course, The road was eventually reorganized
ag the Kentucky Central. It had been extended %o Nicholasville
by 1859, as had also the postal roubo.

As far as the nmarking was concerned, it no doubt was a
handstamp simply indicating the terminals of the route, rather
than the name of the road,

T should:like very much indeed to have a photograph of
the cover,”

Incidentally, Remele is a new=comer in the field of
railroad markings but he is developing into quite a competent
student.



-

Dre Chas. L. Roser, July 29, 1950,

With regards and again thanks for calling this cover
co my attention, I an

Cordially yours,

e
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U. S. Notes a

Bv PHILIP H.

It is with great pleasure that we learn
that the Secretary of the British Dis-
tinguished Role Committee has just an-
nounced that Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook
has been elected to membership and has
been invited to be in attendance in
England in May to sign the Role. We
know of no one more entitled to this
great honor for Stan is one of the real-
ly great students of our early issues and
along with Dr. Chase has done out-
standing work in behalf of the philate-
list. It will be remembered that the
First Luff Award of the American
Philatelic Society went to Mr. Ashbrook
and, of course, he has received the
Crawford Gold Medal from abroad.
There are few, if any, students of our
early issues who have received these

three great honors.



's Stamp

Wryon and the stamps were printed at
Somerset House. This curious method
of printing adhesive postage stamps was
only in use for seven years. It is only
our postal stationery that today bears
the embossed head of the Monarch on
the stamp.

Perforations First Introduced In
England

1850 was the first year in which
stamps were successfully perforated, the
initial experiment being made by Henry
Archer in the early part of that year.
A stamp with his experimpntal perfora-
tion used on a letter in 1850 will be
displayed. The mafpufacture of the
necessary machinery and the conclusion
of his experiments delayed the general
use of perforations on British postage
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ly great students of our early issues and
along with Dr. Chase has done out-
standing work in behalf of the philate-
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and, of course, he has received the
Crawford Gold Medal from abroad.
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Perforations First Introduced In
England

1850 was the first year in which
amps were successfully perforated, the
itial experiment being made by Henry
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on used on a letter in 1850 will be
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Brookman, Ashbrook
Honored By Brifish

Elected to the roll of Distin-
guished Philatelists, conducted
under the auspices of the Phila-
telic Congress of Great Britain,
are two prominent United States
collectors, Lester G. Brookman of
Minneapolis, Minn. and Stanley
B. Ashbrook of Fort Thomas, Ky.

Both gentlemen need no intro-
duction for they have done out-
standing work in the field of phi-
lately, having both already re-
ceived the Crawford Medal. Stan-
ley Ashbrook’s two-volume set
on “The United States One Cent
Stamp of 1851-57” is a classic, as
is also his “United States Ten
Cent Stamp of 1851-57.” These
books are “must” with all special.
ists of these issues. His articles
are voluminous, and have im-
mensely raised the standard of
philately.

Lester G. Brookman was for
some years Editor of the Ameri-
can Philatelist, and issued several
handbooks under the auspices of
the American Philatelic Society.
His most recent contribution to
philately is his two-volume set
on’ “The 19th Century Postage
Stamps of the United States,”
which is generally recognized as
the leading publication in this
field. :

In all eight persons were add-
ed to the Roll of Distinguished
Philatelists for 1950, and besides
Mr. Ashbrook and Mr. Brookman
there were the following:

R. W. T. Lees-Jones of Great
Britain, for his study and research
on the stamps of Canada, in col-
laboration with Alfred Lichten-
stein and Senator Calder.

H. W. Bessemer of Great Bri-
tain, for his study and research on
the stamps of France. Mr. Besse-
mer is also the recipient of the
Tilleard Medal.

Walter H. C. Bromfield of West-
ern Australia, for intensive re-
search on the stamps of Western
Australia. For twenty-one years
Mr. Bromfield was  President of
the Philatelic Society of Western
Australia,

J. Schmidt-Andersen of Den-
mark, who is known as “The Fa-
ther of Danish Philately,” for his
research work and articles on the
stamps of Denmark, :

Ibrahim Chaftar Bey of Egypt,
who is President of the Club Phi.
latelique of Egypte, for his ex-
tensive research into the first and
third issues of Egyptian stamps.

Pierre Morel d’Arleux of France,

|for his serious studies of the
i stamps of France. Mr. d’Arleux

is Honorary Secretary of the Aca-
demie de Philatelie of France.,

idbre ok Taly
Testimonial Dinner




distances from Spain are included
in the rate above.

A second sheet with a face value
of 2.15Pts., sold at post offices for
2.40Pts. is for messages to Indo-
China, Burma, Siam and South
American countries not members
of the Spanish-American group of
nations (British, Dutch and
French Guiana).

A third sheet with a face value
of 2:75Pts. and sold for 3Pts. is for
the maximum distances from
Spain. Included in the rate are
China, Indonesia, and the Aus-
tralian mainland and territories.

According to Carlos F. Lenze,
Barquillo 29, Madrid Spain who
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Stanley B. Ashbrook and Lester G. Brook-
man Honored—One of the greatest honors a
philatelic student and writer can receive is
to be elected to the Roll of Distinguished
Philatelists, which is conducted under the
auspices of the Philatelic Congress of Great
Britain, and the United States is honored in
having two of its students—Stanley B. Ash-
brook, and Lester G. Brookman—elected to
the Roll for 1950.

These gentlemen need no introduction for
they have done outstanding work in the field
of philately, having both already received the
Luff Award. Stanley Ashbrook’s two-volume
set on “The United States One Cent Stamp
of 1851-57” is a classic, as is also his “United
States Ten Cent Stamp of 1851-57.” 'These
books are “musts” with all specialists of these
issues. His articles are voluminous, and have
immensely raised the standard of philately.

Lester G. Brookman was for four years
Acting Editor of the American Philatelist, and
issued several handbooks under the auspices
of the American Philatelic Society. His most
recent contribution to philately is his two-
volume set on “The 19th Century Postage
Stamps of the United States,” which is gen-
erally recognized as the leading publication
in this field. A2, June-Sec
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Auction Facilities!!

We have an outstanding organi-

zation for the sale at Public Auc-
tion of any philatelic property,
such as stamps, covers, books,
autographs, etc. Our commission
is nominal, and the results of our
sales demonstrate the high, pre-
vailing prices obtainable in the
present market. |f you have a large
collection, or single items of merit,
we should be pleased to place our
services and organization at your
disposal.  Correspondence is in-
vited.

sylvester colby
509 FIFTH AVENUE - NEW YORK 17




Two Americans
To Honor Roll

Stanley B. Ashbrook, Fort
Thomas, Ky., and Lester G.
Brookman, Minneapolis, Minn.,
who have both received the
Crawford medal of the Royal
Philatelic Society of London for
their contributions to philatelic
literature, have been elected to
the Roll of Distinguished Philat-
elists, sponsored by the Philatelic
Congress of Great Britain.

Mr. Ashbrook is particularly
well known as a specialist in the
U.S. series of 1851-57 and has|
written several monographs and

handbooks which are the author-
_|itative literature of the field.

Mr. Brookman, former editor of
the American Philatelist, has pro-
duced several handbooks and the |
two-volume “19th Century Post- |
age Stamps of the U.S.” which
won him the Crawford medal. |

Only eight were elected to the
Roll of Distinguished Philatelists
for 1950. Others to whom the
honor was bestowed are R. W. T.
Lees-Jones, Greagt Britain, who
has done outstanding research on
stamps of British North America;
H. W. Bessemer, Great Britain,
for research on stamps of France; |
Walter H. C. Bromfield, Western
Australia; J. Schmidt-Anderson,
Denmark, known as the “Father
of Danish Philately”; Ibrahim
Chaftar Bey, Egypt, and Pierre
Morel d’Arleaux, France, who
has conducted extensive research
in early French issues.

in
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Col. 0. H. Schrader
Grand Awards

S. C.
Park mdse. N. J.

tion of Stamp Clubs; Dr. Walter
M. Eisen, president of Lithuania
P. S., and Wilbur R. Haynie, past
president of the Ogden Hill
Stamp ' Club, were the judges.
Miss Eve A. Lukas was general
chairman.

Cleveland Juniors
Win Press’ Awards

Junior exhibitors at the recent
Diamond Jubilee exhibition of
the Garfield Perry Stamp Club
of Cleveland, received awards for
their efforts, as did the seniors.
The awards were presented by
the Cleveland Press, sponsor of
this section of the jubilee show
and included: first, a trophy; sec-
onds, $10 merchandise certifi-
cates; thirds, $5 merchandise cer-
tlflcates ribbons for honorable
mentions. The awards:

CLASS I, 12 years and under: First,
Sidra Traitz; second, David Parker; third,
Jack Torrance; honorable mention:
Diane Walters, Peter Paul Bergman,
George Simons, Jr.; Janice Janoviak;
Jomes Allen Stleg.

CLASS 11, more than 12 years of age,
but under 16: first, Norman Gaber; sec-
ond, Ellen Baesel; third, Bill Howarth;
honorable mention: Lucille Everett, Joe
Oberth, Robert Beach, Richard Smith,
Donald W. Kucera.

CLASS I1l: 17 years to 20: First, Louis
Toth Jr.; second, Willlam A. McGill; third,
Robert D. MacGowan, Jr.; honorable
mention: Connie Ann Hildebrandt.

Three of the maJor award

of the
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Correction—-The Luff Medal,
Not Crawiford, Won by

Brookman and Ashbrook
IN reporting in our issue of April 29,

1950 that Lester G. Brookman and
Stanley B. Ashbrook had been elected to
he Roll of Distinguished Philatelists, we
stated that both had already received the
Crawford Medal. We wish to correct
this, as it was the Luff Medal we had
in mind, both of these well-known col-
lectors having earlier been awarded the °
latter medal.

In having been nominated to the Roll
of Distinguished Philatelists for 1950,
Mr. Brookman and Mr. Ashbrook have
added another enviable honor to their
records. VYWMew, A Wi s




298ih MAIL SALE
MAY 23, 1950
UNITED STATES—SOUTH & CENTRAL
AMERICA—AIRMAILS—BR. COLONIES
~—EUROPE—WHOLESALE
Catalog free on request.
CROSS STAMP CO.

561 Fifth Avenue New York 17, N. Y.

— AUCTION SALES

at the House of Stolow include a
unique and complete guarantee on every
lot purchased.

If you wish to receive the fully illustrated
easy-to-read catalogs of future sales, drop
us a line today.

J. & H. STOLOW
50 W. 46th St., New York 19, N. Y.

AIRMAILS

Ldllll Amemean Recent Issues USED 33-1/3
at. Fine Material. ON_ AP-
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DPhilatelists

T the Tunbridge Wells Philatelic Congress
this year, eight new names of collec-
tors from %ix different countries will
be added to the Roll of Distinguished

Philatelists. Those honoured are:

R. W. T. Lees-Jones (Great Britain). Out-
standing student of the stamps of Canada, in
collaboration with Alfred Lichtenstein and
Senator Calder.

H. W. Bessemer (Great Britain). Outstand-
ing student of the stamps of France. Tilleard
Medal winner.

Walter H. C. Bromfield (Western Australia).
President for twenty-one years of the Philatelic
Society of Western Australia. = Intensive re-
search and many articles published on the
stamps of Western Australia. Five Gold Medals
and other Awards at Exhibitions. Special
representative in Western Australia of the Royal
Philatelic Society, London.

J. Schmidt-Andersen (Denmark). The " father"
of Danish philately. Great research student of
the stamps of Denmark. Has plated all four
plates of Denmark No. I, the 4 r.b.s., and pub-
lished many studies of the types and dies of the
modern Danish recess-printed stamps.

Ibrahim Chaftar Bey (Egypt). President of
the Club Philatelique d'Egypte. Extensive re-
search into the first and third issues of Egyptian
stamps. Is re-writing Zeheri's Catalogue of
Egypt. Juror at London 1950 Exhibition. Organ-
iser of the Cairo Exhibition for 1951. Editor
of " L'Orient Philatelique "

Pierre Morel d'Acrleux (France). Honorary
Secretary of the Academie de Philatélie, chief
organiser of Citex (Paris) Exhibition and a
juror. Published many studies of the stamps
of France: took a leading part in the creation
of the Musée Postal of Paris.

Stanley B. Ashbrook (U.S.A.). Considered in
America to be the greatest student that phila-
tely has produced. His books on the early
U.S.A. stamps are classics and have immensely
raised the standard of U.S.A. philately. Has .
received the Luff Award and Crawford Medal.

Lester . Brookman (U.S.A.). Editor for
many years of the ' American Philatelist''. An
outstanding writer and publisher of books on
the 19th century issues of U.S.A. stamps. Has
done much work in exhibition organisation and
served on innumerable juries.




Forged Oancellations an
Silver C)&ecltll'ng CS{a.mps

OLLOWING the warning published some
months ago that Silver Wedding stamps
had been found with forged cancella-
tions, the Expert Committee has con-
ducted careful enquiries and examined used
collections of these issues with great care.
Aided by certain information not hitherto
available fo any philatelic panel, the Expert Com-
mittee can say with certainty that the following
stamps are known fo exist with forged cancella-
tions:

Aden—I 3% annas Gilbert and Ellice Is.
Ascension—10/- —£|
Bahamas—I4d. Gold Coast—I3d.
Barbados—|14d. Hong Kong—$10
Bechuanaland Protec- Malta—£|
torate—I10/-. N. Rhodesia—I34d.
Br. Honduras—$5 St. Vincent—I4d.
Falkland Is.—2%d. Sierra Leone — l3d.
Falkland |s. Depen- and £1
dencies—23d. Somaliland Protector-
Fiji—23d. ate—5 rs.
Gambia—I4d. Trinidad and Tobago
—3 cents
Zanzibar—10/-

In addition there are several other cancella-
tions which the Committee suspect to be forged
but as the cancellations were not complete
enough for them to be positive they cannot
commit themselves. Stamps in this category
are:

Aden—I0 rs. Leeward ls.—5/-
Antigua—5/- Mauritius—5 cenfts
Barbados—5/- Nigeria — Id. and
Basutoland—I4d. 5/-
Bermuda—|4d. St. Kitts-Nevis—5/-
Br. Honduras—4 cents Sarawak—=8 cents
Cayman Is.—I0/- Somaliland Protector-
Fiji—5/- ate—I anna
Gambia—£| Swaziland—I4d.
Gilbert and Ellice Is. Turks and Caicos ls.

—Id. —Id. and 10/-
Grenada—|4d. Virgin ls.—23d. and
Jamaica—I4d. p £l

Kenya—20 cents

It should not, of course, be inferred from this
that all existing used stamps included in the
above lists have forged cancellations, for quite
obviously there are many reputable firms who
made arrangements for the posting of covers
from the colonies, and there can be no question
as fo the genuineness of such cancellations.
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Dec. 20’ 1950¢

Philip H. Ward, Jr.,
1616 Walnut St.,
Philadelphia 3, Pa.

Dear Phil:
Re - your column in Meksel's - Issue of Dec. 15, 1950 =

page 3592 - I think that you brought up a very interesting point and
one that you could use for future reference in your colum. I »efer

 to your mention of the 12¢ - and this sentence:

"Also produced some few imperforates but these arc sore-
rare and we have never scen mention as to how they appeared.”

S

First - I note that yon iused the teru scmewhet rare but
don't you think that i1s a bit of an understatement? 1 think the
Plate 3 imperforates are very rare, because I doubt if even a full
pane of 100 ever got inbto circulation - 1 doubt wvery much il even all
of the 100 evar got outl.

The 5.,U.8. lists the 24¢ - 307 and 90¢ "imperfs" as follows:

24¢ unused $300

o ] &

Sgg 8 ggég 52,000

30¢ : ga}r $1500

gg? g ;Z?? £$4,000
Ry

The 12¢ is in the same class as the above but the 127 Plate
3 has never been listed and did you ever hear of a 12¢ Plate 3 imperf
selling at prices from $300 to £750 or a pair Ffrom $1500 to 40007
If the 24¢ - 304 and 904 have any legitimate right to be listed in the
8.U.8,, then most assuredly the 12¢ Flate 3 Imporf has the same right,

You willl recall that similar to the 24¢ - 304 and 20¢, the 12¢
Plate 3 was not issued until 1860 - the earliest use known heing June
1, 1860 - This was a cover that was in the Chase Sale in 1925 - Thus

stamps from Plate 3 were never "re 1y issued" imperforate =
same applies to the 24¢ - 30¢ and 90Z.

Again referring to your statement, quote: "and we have never
een mention as to how they appeared,”

Well Phil, I regret that you overlooked what I have written
in the past on the 12¢ Plate 3 imperforates., Please refer to the
Tracy-Ashbrook booklet which you very kindly mentioned in your column -
Note page 2 - and Fig. 2,

) You will note that Toppan, Carpenter & Co, stated that the{
were enclosing a half sheet of the iad - This undoubtedly nmeant a half

of a full sheet of 100,




-

#o, Mr, Philip E. Ward, Jr., Dec. 20, 1950,

In Perry's articles published years ago in Yekeel's, I think
he made some mention of the origin (as above) of the Plate 3 imperfor-
ates, but I may he mistaken., I also wrote about them in my article
in an e arly rnumber of the "Stamp Specialist,”

The 247 - 30¢ and 90¢ exist in regular colors on regular
stamp paper, and so does the 12¢ from Plate 3., Regardless of the pur-
pose for which each of the four values were lssued - they are all in
the same class and come under the classification of "Sample impressions

. which were never regularly issued to the public.

With regards =
Cordially yours,



WANT LIST

ou know that since 1928, one
31(10{" SPECIALTIES is filling
want lists PROMPTLY and COR-
RECTLY at attractive discounts
on catalog prices?
Over 70,000 different varieties of
singles in our stock gna.tbless usl to

a Quick and Better Service.

%‘xyg za;lck oqt singles covers ALL
countries of the World A to Z,
used or unused, 19th or 20th Cent.
Do you know that through our want
list service we sell more stamps
than many dealers put together?
Send us your Want Lists in full
confidence, give us two Commer—
cial references and get your wants
on approval for eight days.
Try us and you will be convinced
that our service will save you
TIME AND MONEY, WE HAVE
THE STAMPS YOU NEED AND
OUR PRICES WILL PLEASE
YOU. [eowd

NEW YORK STAMP CO . lc.
559 Fifth Av. N, Y, 17, N.¥,
S EEEEEESSSSSESSOCSSSSSSH

U. 5. COMMEMORATIVE ENVELOPES

The following are fine unused entires.
U218—3c red, die 1, Centennial ...$1.85
7219—3c green, die 1, Centennial . 1.10
U221—3c green, die 2, Centennial 1.85
1U348-51 |Columbian set of four . 1.00
U348-51 Same, but all one size 5 ].25_
U523-28 Bicentennial set of six .35

Our new U. S. Price List #31M, now
ready: — please send 6c postage.

R. J. LEWINSON CO.
525 West End Av., N Y. 24, N.Y.

U. S. BARGAINS--Fine Mint

1940 Fanfous Americans ...(35)$4.50
1932 Washington Bicent. ...(12) 1.70
1935 Nat, Parks Imperf ..(10) 1.45
1948 Plag ‘set (..l vdinnains (13) .80
Blox at 4 'Times — What else?
ADELPHIA STAMP COMPANY
902 Filbert St. Phila, 7, Pa.

Your Duck Stamps.
Are They For Sale?

You are promised a square deal
if you desire to sell your Ducks.
I am interested in purchasing
very fine mint and used Ducks in
singles, blocks, plate blocks and
sheets.

If you will
for an offer,

submit your Ducks
or with your price,

a prompt reply will be made.

THE POSTON COMPANY
168 Greene Street,

New York 12, N. Y.

HOBBS BUYS SHEETS

Hobbs is New York's largest buyer of
U. S. Sheets. We will purchase any
quantity of any U. S. Sheets at our
usual top prices.

We are now paying for U. S. Sheets.:
718 3¢ Olymnic roraVatlel s leraratalors $ 7.00

719 5¢ Olympic 9.00
724 3¢ Wm. Penn 5.00
725 3c Webster 7.00
726 3c Oglethorpe 5.00
T34 5c Kosciusko 12.00
740-9 1-10c Parks 44.00
752-71 Complete Set of Farleys ..490.00
859-93 Set of Famous Americans.300.00

Send any Sheets you care to sell for
our appraisal and check. Your sheets
will be held in abeyance for ‘your ac-
ceptance.

HOBBS STAMP CO.
38 Park Row, New York 7, N. Y.
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U. S. Notes and Comments

By PHILIP H. WARD, ]R.

On December 22rnd next Alvin W.
Hall, Director of the Bureau of En-
graving and Printing at Washington,
will have completed his 26th year in
that position. It was on the same day
in 1924 that Mr. Hall became Director
of the Bureau and ]J. Edgar Hoover
took office in charge of the F.B.I. The
“Washington Star” of that date carried
a headline “Youths Assume Resporn-
sible Positions”. Mr. Hall was then
36 and Mr. Hoover 29. Both were
somewhat young to be appointed to
such responsible positions. Both have
made good and have held over from
administration to administratiom be-
cause of their ability and efficiency
rather than any political influence.

As to Mr. Hall we have never had
a Director who has held the position
so long and so well. We had the
pleasure of meeting the new Director
shortly after he took office and must
say that since that time he has extend-
ed the philatelist every courtesy; in
fact, has gone out of his way to aid
us. Having been born and raised in
Washington and interested in stamps
we have known personally those in
charge of the Bureau since the days
of Joseph E. Ralph another charming
and efficient executive. We are, there-
fore, not speaking from hearsay when
we remark as to the attitude of Mr.
Hall towards the stamp collector. Over
300 new stamps have been issued dur-
ing the Hall incumbency, a record in
itself. Having been close to most of
our Presidents, as well as the several
Secretaries of Treasury and Postmas-
rers General since Coolidge he could
tell many anecdotes and stories that
should become part of philatelic lore.
Many will join us im extending con-
gratulations where they are well earned
with the hope that he may for many
vears to come direct the destinies of
our stamp, note and bond making
branch of the Government.

It is with pleasure that we note
Precott H, Thorp, the well known en-
velope specialist of Netcong, N. ]J.,
has issued a loose leaf album for U. S.
20th Century cut square envelopes.
Every stamp is illustrated and a space
of 1 11/16 inches by 1 15/16 inches is

P 2RRR
Per 1Y Per 100
799-802 Territorials ..... (4) .28 260
Commems (4) .55 5.00
Commems (7) .55 5.00
859-893 Famous Amer. (35)14.75 145.00
894-898 19490 Commems (5) .75 7.25
899-908 '41-3 Comm. (10) 1.35 12.50
900-921 Flags ......... (13) 6.25 60.00
928-947 '45-47 Comnt. (20) 1.30 12.00
948 Cipex sheet 1) .95 9.25
949-958 '47-48 Comm. (10) .75 6.7
959-980 1948 Commems. (22) 1.40 13.00
981-989 1949-50 Comm. (9) .45 .00
C25-C31 1941 Airs ....(8) 2.50 22.50
C32-C36 1946-7 Alrs ....(3) 1.00 9.75
all ‘of 1above | i« e 32.00 310.00
HELD BROTHERS a
1941-78rd St., Brooklyn 4. N. Y. AN

MEKEEL’S WEEKLY

provided for each variety. Unfortun-
ately, the Scott spaces are too small,
resulting in many scarce envelopes hav-
ing been ruimed by being cut to fill
the smaller space. The Thorp pages
will fit the Scott album and are avail-
able at $4.50 for the 62 pages plus a
title page and a page of instructions.
Mr. Thorp has done more to promote
interest in our envelope stamps than
anyone since the late J. M. Bartels.
Nothing is more attractive philatelically
than a collectior: of these cameos neat-
ly cut square and properly mounted.
We know this new publication will
increase interest in our 20th Century
envelope emissions.

Mr. Lucius Jackson. the editor and
publisher of “The Stamp Wholesaler,’
of Burlington, Vermont, goes out of his
way to say nice things about the col-
lector’s journals and papers. In a let-
ter which he recently circulated, he
calls atterion to “Mekeel’s” America’s
oldest philatelic paper and states that
the Ward column alone; which has
been appearing for many vears is well
worth the subscriptionm price. As a
result of the Jackson letter 140 sub-
scribers have responded. “The Stamp
Wholesaler” is a magazine for the pro-
fessional only and is available to any
recognized dealer.

The many friends of the late Michael
L. Eidness, former Supt. of the Division
of Stamps of the P. O. Department
will learn with regret that his_nephew,
Lieut. George W. Eidness, U.SN., was
wourded in Korea. He was deck
officer aboard the U.S.S. Pledge, a
minesweepers when it was sunk off
the east coast of Korea. Mrs. Myrtle
C. Shaughnessy, formerly of the phila-
telic Agency, who will be remembered
by her many friends who visited the
Post Office Department, sent us the
clibping.

We have just received a letter which
we judge is from a new collector for
he writes to ask as to where he can
learn more about our 1851-1857 stamps,
which will be a hundred vears old next
vear. He specifically mentions the 1,

(Continued on Page92)

LATEST ARRIVALS

AUSTRIA, Stampday, Girardi(2) .10
DENMARK, 70 ore ptg. ..... (1) .15
FINLAND, Passiviki ....... 1) a2
FRANCE, Pictor. ptg. ...... (2) 512
FR. MOROCCO, ptg. dues ...(5) .19
HUNGARY, Sports .......... (10)1.15
ISRAEL, rev. design - ptg. (D .14
JAPAN, Temple ptg. ........ (1) a2z
MALTA, Princess FElizabeth .(3) .26
MEXICO, 5ps ptg. ship ..... @) .95

So6 MHeci T uSia st e et (2) .25
NICARAGUA, UPU cpl. ...(18)6.90

Sheets price on request

POLAND, add. Groszy ovpts.(9) .73
UPU Groszy, OVBts. .oadle eeis (3)4.00
SPAN. COLS., Childwelfare..(9)1.15

SWITZERLAND, Pro Juven..(5) .53
TURKEY, Farabi lge. pict. ..(4)1.00

Majil Orders Only.
Minimum Order $1.00, Please.
YOUR STAMP SERVICE
2540 Hudson Blvd., Jersey City 4,N.J.

December 15, 1950



New Embossed
Stamped Envelopes

Rotary and Flat-bed Press Printings

Reprinted from the New York Times

By KENT B. STILES

Five Varieties

Eventually there will be five varie-
ties of the Governmen'ts new em-
bossed stamped envelopes that re-
ceived first day sales at the American
Stamp Dealers Association’s Second
National Postage Stamp Show which
closed "here November 19, 1950, Ac-
cording to Adolph G. Storch, the
Post Office Department’s Stamped En-
velope Agert a: Dayton, Ohio where
the International Envelope Corpora-
tion produces this class of postal paper,
the five varieties will be as follows:

(1) One cent green made by rotary
process; issued Nov. 16. (2) Two cent
red from flatbed press; issued Nov. 17.

(3) Three cent violet from flatbed
press issued Nov. 18. (4) Two cent
red made by rotary process. (5)

Three cent violet made by rotary pro-
cess,

2¢ and 3¢ Rotary Press Items
To Be Issued

No date has been annourced for
release of the rotary press two cent
and three cent items. There will be
no flatbed press printings of the one
cent, Mr, Storch said.

First Day Sale At ASDA Show

Postmaster Albert Goldman has made
available the first day figures on sale
and canceling of the envelopes during
the four days the exhibition was in
progress in the Seventy first Infantry
Regiment Armory, as follows:

One cent envelopes sold at show
Nov. 16—35421. Two cent envelopes
sold a3 show Nov. 17—34,500. Three

cent erwvelopes sold at show Nov. 18—

25,650, Total 95,571.
One dent envelopes canceled at
show Nov. 16—by machine, 5,210; by

hand, 1,808. Two cent envelopes can-
celed at show Nov. 17—by machine,
5,760; by hand, 1,235. Three cent en-
velopes canceled at show Nov. 18— by
machire, 3,950; by hand, 4,489. Three
cent (Jarge size) envelopes canceled at
show Nov. 19—by machine, none; by
hand. 5,260. Total, machine and hand,
27,712,

Overall Totals
The foregoing figures do not com-
plete the picture. The three small size
envelopes were on sale also at,,the
General Postoffice. Meanwhile, approx-
imately 18,000 collectors in all parts
of the country had sent Postmaster

December 15, 1950

Goldman advance orders requesting
cancellations be applied to more than
165,000 envelopes. Further, dealers had
purchased 56,300 envelopes in advance.
Accordingly the official over all figures
(including the ownes at the show) are
as follows:

One cent envelopes sold—109,534.
Two cent envelopes sold—92,413. Three
cent envelopes sold—Total 315,260.

Envelopes canceled—by machine, 291,
Total 305,092,

260 by hand, 13 832.

Large 3¢ Printed At The Show

Only the large size three cent was
rurz off at the show for the benefit of
the estimated 45,000 visitors. This was
done on a flatbed press installed by the
International ~ Envelope  Corporation.
Alexander G. Stone, vice president,
said 254,000 were produced in the ar-
mory. All the small size envelopes
—200,000 of each of the one cent two
cent and three cent—had been printed
at Dayion a month earlier. Those not
sold at the show have been turned over
to Postmaster Goldman.

Towal receipts at the postal substa-
tion in the armory were $10,053.98,
This income included money which

collectors  paid for 239,618 commemo-
rative .stamps. and the extra two cent
and one cent stamps bought for plac-
ing on the one cent and two cent en-
velopes to make up third class postage
on each one mailed.

For Your Library

“The Danube Steamm Navigation Com-
pany”, is a neatly printed 64 page vol-
ume devoted to the part played by the

Danube River and particularly the
navigation company which traversed
it in the posts of the Austro-Hungarian
Empire, with its connections in he
Balkars and the Levant, and those of
the Danubian countries at that time
under Turkish suzerainty. Today these
countries are Yugoslavia, Rumania and
Bulgaria, but from 1830 to 1879, the
period which the book covers, these
countries were Serbia, Bulgaria, Molda-

via, Wallachia and the Dobrudja,
The Danube Steam  Navigation
Company ran its mail boats from

Linz in Upper Austria through Vien-

ra, Budapest, and Semlin to the
front'ier of the Austro-Hungarian
Empire at Orzova. Eastwards the

Company’s boats served the Darubian
principalities on the left bank and
the Turkish vassal states on the right.
Passing the mouth of the Danube and
entering the Black Sea, the terminal
noins  were Odessa northwards and
Corstantinople to the south. Pub-
lished bv the American Philatelic So-
ciety’s Research and Literature Com-
mittee the book may be ordered from
the American Philatelic Society, Inc,
3;. O. Box 800, State College. Pa. Price:
$2.50.

“India Used in Burma” by Jal Cooper,
has been printed in India, and is the
accurate and painstaking product of a
well known author on Indian philately.
An interesting historical sketch sets the
stage for the lavishly illustrated mono-
graph on various cancellations associat-
ed with the subject, and lists are given
of various Post Offices operating April
1, 1937, the date of separation of Bur-
ma from India, and Jan. 1, 1947, the
date of Independence, This volume ig
obtainable from Robson Lowe, Ltd,
Pall Mall, London, S. W. 1, Englard.
Price: 10/- post free.

A 40 page paper covered booklet en-
tidled “The N.S.W. Philatelic Annual,
1950”, has been published by the Phil-
atelic Society of New South Wales,
Svdney, Australia, The edition edited

bv  Romney Gibbons. celebrates the
centenary of the postage stamps in
Australia. Price: 2/- per copy, post
free.

S

AIRMAILS;

please add 30%.

credit or refund ! T.orL.

CenterlineBl. Arr.BIl.
(0 R 5 S TR oy 5 $13.00 $10.50
(o I S O O o~ eorsis a £, ) 24.00

SPECIAL OFFERS!

Below we offer the first 3 Airmalil stamps in the Position-blocks.
stamps are in very good condition; however,
Anything not entirely satisfactory may’ be returned for full

The
if you wish selected centering,

T.orL.

CenterlineBl. Arr.Bl.

=) S I N R I, e, 22.50 17.50
AR mab it ontee 65.00 50.00

50c ZEPPELIN (C18)

Unused:
Used: Single fine $4.25:

Single used on Special Flight, stamped. Chicago, Miami or Akron, each

4th EBd. 1950 U § & BN'A pricelist 10c post free.
Send Postage for latest lists of: U. S. Postal Cards, Dated Revs..

Single fine $5.40; Selected $6.00; Block of 4 $22.00;
Selected $4.65; Block of 4 fine $21.00; Selected $22.50

Selepted $25.50

..85.25

(18t C1 Mail 6¢, Air 12¢ ex )
Hawail.

STANLEY GIBBONS INC., 38(M) PARK ROW, NEW YORK 7, N. Y. ﬁ_&
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A FUTURE U. S. RARITY

756-765 1lc to 10c Farley National Parks
with Government “Gum’” — Superb mint
set of singles....Not many of these
imperforate gummed National Parks
exist....Superb condition; $2.33 per set
Blocks, complete $9.10....For Center-
Lines, Arrows, and Plates, prices on

request.
LEE GILBERT :

Km. 1005, 116 Nassau St N, Y., 7, N.Y

British New Issues

CANADA, Fur Trade ...... (1§ .12
CAYMAN, New Pict. ...... (13) 38.85
CAYMAN, New Pict. to 1/ (10) .60
MALTA, Princess HEliz. ....(3) .26

NEW ZEALAND, Health ..(2) .10
ST. KITTS, Anguilla Terc. .(6) .39
ST. LUCIA, Dec. Curr. ..(14) 6.80
ST. VINCENT, Dec. Curr. (14) 6.90
TONGA, Queen's Birthday (3) .28
TRANSJORDAN, New Airs (7) 1.30
British (Colonies—Our Specialty
Want-Lists Filled—New Issue Service
What Do You Need ?

STAR STAMP CO. A
508 Fifth Ave, N, Y, 17., N. Y.

Germany Sheets

Mint Used
RO0-92 Olympies-Horse ....(3) 1.00 1.00
B102-106 Hitler ........... (5) 8.50 3.00
B6S Ostropa (scarce) ....... 3.75
B294-5 Numeral Sheets ....(2) 1.00 1.45

Germany-Europe 44 Page List Free!

MARTIN SELLINGER
116 Nassau St. New York, N. Y.

N\ o e s R SRR N e e

Graf Zeppelins

C13-C15 Mint set complete ..$7F_j.00
C13-C15 Mint Blocks cpl. ..315.00
C18 Mint single ......... 5.00

C18 Mint block ......... 21.50
C18 Mint plate block (6) . 1;198
(S

Flight Covers ........covoee
The above stamps are all VERY

FINE.

URRAY SIMNOCK & CO.
A M

116 Nassau St,, N, ¥, 7, N, Y.

U. S. Not

(Comtinued from P

3, 5, 10 and 12 cents so we
other carly 1ssues do not appeal to him
at this time. Should one desire simply
a listing of the numerous varieties we
would. of course, refer him to the
latest Scott catalogue. If he wants more
detailed informartion we would refer
him to the Ashbrook books on the lc,
the Chase book on the 3c, the Ash-
brook book on the 10c and the 12c
has been more sketchily covered by a
booklet issued some years back by
Messrs. Ashbrook and Tracy. Unfor-
tunately, there has been no publication
devoted exclusively to the 5c stamp.

The 1851 lc stamps were all printed
from four plates. In the case of plate
1, after being used it was recut so we
have both the early and late impressions
which can be readily distinguished one
from the other. Of the 1lc type I
only the 7th stamp from the right pane
ot plate 1 early produced this variety.
The catalogue will give a description
of this variety. Type IB is from the
same plate, while Types IA and IC
come from plate 4. Type II comes
from several plates; Type III comes
from plate 2 (where one stamp only
is of this type) and plate 4. The Illa
is found on more thar one plate while
the Type IV is from the plate 1 late,
only. As to the 3c_ there were 8
different plates but several appear in
different states, for instance, plate 1
is known in early, intermediate and
late while plates 2 and 5 appear in the
early and late states. All orange brown
shades are from plates 1 early and in-
termediate, plate 2 early, plate 0 and
plate 5 early. As to the Sc there was
only one plate and one type. How-
ever, we have seen a good many of the
later 1857 perforate stamps trimmed,
so one must be on the lookout for
such items. It is not unusual to see
I'vpe Sc trimmed stamps illustrated in
the auction catalogue although no
imperforates from this plate were ever
issued. As to the 10c¢ imperforate only
ore plate — plate 1 — was used. Types

I, II, III and IV are all from this one
plate.

Of the 12¢ only 1 was used for the
regularly issued stamps. Plate 3, how-
evers which produced most of the
perforate stamps of a few years later,
also produced some few imperforates
but these are somewhat rare and we
have never seen mention as to how
they appeared. We know of no used
copy of this variety.

SISSONS 1950

B. N. A. CATALOGUE

A Complete Illustrated 52 Page List

CANADA, NEWFOUNDLAND
AND THE PROVINCES
POSTAGE-REVENUES
STATIONERY-OFFICIALS

Mint & used Blocks, Plate Blocks, Eic,

PRICE 25¢

(Refundable on $2.00 order)
J N SlSSON 59 Wellington 8t W.
oiVe Toronto 1, Canada
Breaking Up Mint Collection

of Ttaly & (olonies at “give-away”’

prices!
Italy, Airs cpl. inc. CO1 ....(142)$74.00
1taly, Albania Occ. cpl. ...... (59) 18.75

Italy, Aegean Isl. Gen. iss. ..(116) 74.00
Italy, Rhodes cpl. country ..(111) 69.00
Cyrenaica, complete country (137) 83.00
Ital. Cols., complete country .(87) 27.00
ital. East Afr. cpl. country ..(88) 15.76
Libia, complete country ..... (199) 87.00
Oltre Giuba, complete country (99) 9.95
Tripolitania, complete country(243) 93.00
Jugo-Trieste, Zone “B’ cpl. ..(46) 39.50
Vatican City, cpl. country ..(200) 59.95
Scott 1951, Volume II Just out .. 3.50
We'll gladly quote on mint sets — any
country !

FRANK WARNER

109 Nassan St. New York 7, N.VY. 14_%&_

ONE CENTURY OF PHILATELY
1840 Tol94O0 Issues

Serious Collector?
Then you need my price list.

ALEX S. JULIARD, EXPERT

PENN VALLEY, NARBERTH, PA.

»mmmmmmmm S

For Christmas Gifts SendMe/(eel S

Every week during the coming year!

Why not give a subscription to Mekeel’s to your collector friends?
Special Christmas Gift Subscription Rates
(Obtainable only from the publishers)

3 Separate One- Year Subscriptions for omnly $2.00
or 2 for $1.50

(One of which may be your own renewal)

INCTIVE . % e 0 ot oot ol s ook
I IRENEW: .5 < vae 668 aioiei Q.
EREGIHIEard) ) o o5 e et s dsale
[IRRTSIERE ... riic e STa ol h e iy winils o
Sl Rt RENEW: 115w ss o sl brbions. sraleisteionens
G Eand L e st
TN 1.« T ias 8 ofia oo ol ohim o6 e oy
SN ORENEW: . oalvtisactesion esios .
Gt Card) L el

subscription or renewal.

Page 392

i Canadian:

Please indicate whether new NOTE:

$1.50 per year

Foreign: $2.00 per year

A special Christmas card announcing your gift will be sent by the

MEKEEL’S WEEKLY

publishers of Mekeel’s if you place an “X” beside the names of those
. to receive gift cards.
Special gift subscription Offers are applicable in U. S. A. only!

- Mekeel’s Weekly, P. O. Box 1660, Portland, Maine

December 15, 1950




Bureau Prints

By WILSON P. SMITH
2332 Eutaw Place, Baltimore 17, Md.

Recently the annual publication of
the Mitchell-Hoover Official Catalogue
of United States Bureau Precarcels
appeared. This, the 34th edition, was
published by Stephen G. Rich of Ver-
ona, New Jersey. Price: $1.75,

Collectors of precanceled postage
stamps look forward to this Catalogue
with intense interest. And well they
% should, for the listings therein reflect
the market value of the items com-
prising their choice hobby. This sys-
tem and standard of pricig has had a
tremendous stabilizing influence among
this group of U. S. specialists and has
been a major attraction for general
collectors to try out the precancel
angle.

Statistical tables in the rear of the
book trace the anrwual increase in num-
bers of items of precanceled postage
during the year and total number pos-
sible to secure for a complete collec-
tion.

Since the appearance of the 33rd
edition in September 1949 some 130
items have been issued, These were
divided 97 in the sheet stamps and 33
in the coils and represert something
over $5.00 in face as a total.

In the lc denomination, the 33 new
sheet stamps and the 13 coils were
largely shipped to new Post Offices
authorized to use Bureau Prints. The
23 new sheet stamps in the 2c¢ denom-
naion. and 18 of the coils are general-
ly attributed to the change in postal
rates.

This accounts for 90 of the increase.
The remaining 40 are largely fill-ins
to Post Offices using a not fully com-
plete run of the many postal denom-
mations.

To serious collectors this should pro-
vide ar1 adventure into an interesting
phase of philately they are hearing and
reading more about continually. Present
collectors of precanceled postage have
become the devotees they are, after
just such a beginning, in many, many
instances.

MINT SHEET CO. 5

76 W, 43 ST, N. Y. 0. 18.

Sheet Collectors - Plate Block Collectors

Have you our New price lists —. just
out. Send Request Now And Keep Track
Of The Current Market.

Fill in now on Commem. plates of the
last 5 years in lots of 500 to 50,000
assorted — your choice. Dealers and
Investors contact us now. We need
you and will make it attractive for you
to want us. We also seek a few more
investors in Sheets to buy lots — of
older and newer issues — from $200 to
$2,000. Write or Phone Pe 6-1415.
Wanted From Collectors And Dealers:
Collections of 2,000 to 100,000 foreign

stamps. Also accumulations of foreign \»

and U. S. used and Mint. Ship with
your price or for our offer, subject to
yvour acceptance. What else have you
for sale?

December 15, 1950

NICE T

AFGHANISTAN—UN 5th YEAR—Large

1

i IRAN—=SEMI-POSTAL—Large, colorful Moslem Congress )

" lRANg"— AH’S BIRTHDAY—He is thirty-one ........... 6

LIECHTENSTEIN—UPU OVERPRINTS—A small issue e ol
MALTA—PRINCESS ELIZABETH—Recent portrait ................ Sesnd .50

5

6

5

6

NETHERLANDS—SEMI-POSTAL—The Christmas Charity
PORTUGAL—4th CENTENARY—St. John of God .........cccevvviennnnnnen
SAAR—BISHOP LUTWINUS SEMI-POSTAL—Life-history .......cco0evu..
ST. KITTS-NEVIS—“ANGUILLA TERCENTENARY ......civeeeenenccnnnn

RIFLES

1.28af ultramarine ................

NEW ISSUE BARGAIN — 34 Values at $4.20

THE HOME OF THE POSTAGE STAMP A

BOX 80, JACKSON HEIGHTS, NEW YORK

J. Avery Wells,

Tel. HAvemeyer 4-220%8

An extensive sale, the 70th public
auction of Billig & Rich, Inc., 55 W.
42nd St., New York 18 N. Y. is de-
scribed and illustrated in the catalogue
for their Dec. 19-21st auction of U. S.
& Possessions., Latin Americar;, Air-
mails and Wholesale,

Vahaw Mozian, Inc. 505 Fifth Ave..
New York 17, N. Y. is offering U. 8.,
General Foreign, Collections & Whole-
sale in their 423rd public auction which
includes the Estate of J. Littner of
Corona, N. Y, to be held Dec. 14, 18
and 19 at 2 p. m.

CHRISTMAS SEAL ALBUM
Here Are the ¥eatures:
Miniature convenient size—5"” x 6"
Printed in 5 colors on heavy ledger paper
Loose-Leaf green plastic binding
The album will lie flat when open
Attract frontispiece, ‘“History of Seal”
All seals 1907 to 1947 are illustrated
Extra blank spaces to 1949 provided
20 extra pages for blks., foreign, etec.
Pages inter—leaved with glassine paper
Wonderful gift, even for non-—collectors
Total of 36 pages, red leatherette covers,
gold stamped,
Price $1 Postpaid

(22 seals, each different year—50c)
Price lists and approvals are included.
Tatham Stamp Co., Springfield 13, Mass,

* R K X R % X K % ¥

French Equatorial Covers

LOT 1. 55 FRENCH EQUATORIAL AFRICA COVERS—Price $6.00
With various stamps among Scott 142-155, 166.184 and 1 cover with C31,
Stamps without sheet margins attached.

LOT 2. 39 FRENCH EQUATORIAL AFRICA COVERS—Price $7.00.
Similar to above; same Scott number range (less C31). Stamps with
sheet margins attached. Much rarer this way. :

LOT 3. 8 FRENCH EQUATORIAL AFRICA COVERS—Price $1.75.
With various stantps among Scott #158.1656 with and without sheet
marging attached.

Payment for any desired lots to be made by check or postal money order,
please. Send to:

BEN HAMILTON,

A Christmas Gift That Will Be Appreciated

POSTAL MARKINGS OF BOSTON TO 1890

By Maurice C. Blake and Wilbur W. Davis

OVER 150 FULL PAGE PLATES - ABOUT 3,000 POSTMARKS AND CANCELLATIONS

A valuable philatelic reference work now ready, ‘‘Postal Markings of Boston to
1890’” will be welcomed eagerly by a number of collectors specializing in Boston
Cancellations . . . . An excellent addition to any philatelic library, it is a book of
which the publishers and the authors may well be proud. It contains 367 pages
of interesting data and illustrations.
The Loose Leaf Edition, requested by collectors to enable them to add
pages for notes pertaining to their own individual discoveries and col-
lections is obtainable with binder for______________________________ $6.50

The Bound or Library Edition, in regular book form, bound in blue
leatherette with gold lettering on front and binding edge, is available
e $7.50

Neatly printed on pages of glossy finish, ‘‘The postal markings of Boston des-
cribed, illustrated and listed in this volume reflect many interesting aspects of
the development of postal service in America from Colonial days to the last
decade of the nineteenth century.’”” Place your orders now with the publishers,

SEVERN-WYLIE-JEWETT CO., P. 0. Box 1660, Portland 2, Maine
MEKEEL'S WEEKLY Page 391

131 N. Pickering Ave., Whittier, Calif.




May 11, 1950, ho

v Mr, Harold W. Stark,

3 P. 0, Box 288,
 § Ann Arbor, Mich,
Dear Harold;

’ Yours of the &th received with return of the 5¢ 1847 cover,
also your three covers which I retwmn herewith., Here are some com=
& ments on the latter:

277 Rate to Delpgiwm, The 24¢ 1860 1s very scarce on cover to Belglum
pay ths £7¢ rate, bacause the U.,S.«Belgiun Treaty establishing this

rate dld not become effective until Nov, 19, 1860, e £ind covers’

with the 24¢ 1861 plus the 3¢ 1861, Dut very few with the 24¢ 1860,

1 Bverything about your cover 1z okay and proper. The Treaty fixed the
rate at 27¢ per & ounce and the rate was made up as follows:

U. S. - 5¢
Sea 15¢
British Transit  4¢

Belgiun 55

On such a cover as yours = the credit of 7¢ was to Belgiwa = the mail
went in sealed bags thru England and across the Channel to Ostend, We
pald Britain for the Atlantic carriage by bulk weight, out of the 20¢
we retained, The Treaty provided for the "PD" -« it was Belgium appliled,
If you have a copy of the 1860 P.M.3, Report you will find the text of
the Treaty, Two things Deside the "1861" year date on back, prove the
tooyear was 1861, viz: (1) The effective date of the Treaty - fz) The date
o 24¢ was issued, and the date it became void for postal wse. GQuite a
COVer,

Here are two photo-prints from my files. Plosse take good

eare ol them and return to me, These are front and bLack of a cover that
was in the Second Knapp Sale, Lot 1776, and sold @€ $200,00, This cover
was a use before Jan, 1, 1868 and it undoubtedly had a 24¢ 1861, The
faker removed the =4y and substituted a £4¢ 1869, When the British
rate was reduced from 247 té 12¢ on Jen. 1, 1868 = the rate to Belgiunm
was reduced from 27¢ to 15¢, The 24¢ stamp that was removed could not
have been a 24¢ 1867 grill Lecause the date of this cover had to be

Aprill 1867 or sarlier. ]

HeYo Ship Letter. The type of marking came into use in the
late eighteen Ti?fiesv- I§ comes with "4" -« "5" and "6" -« but I have

not seen many examples with the year date, That may not mean a thing
as it is quite possible that I have not taken the trouble to record
every cover that came my way. The "5" meant Sé plus 2, the "8" meant
"Ship 6" - addressed to Port of Hntry, The "6" also meant double 3¢.
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The "4" meant double ¢ (addréssed to Port of Intry). I dowbt if
covers with any of the above are saarce,

3 107 to Sgaég. Date 1s Feb, 13, 1868, Note that this is
under the new ¢ ‘reaty which ' roquired a payment of 10 to the

British Frontier or 12¢ to kngland, The 12¢ rate was ma e up as follows:

U.S, 2{'!
Sea 8¢
G.B, 24

You have seen other covers like this - and you probably have some exe

amples,

Under the pravious treaty we find such covers with rates of
2l¢ (164 plus 5¢),

In the collection of 8ir Nicholas Waterhouse is a cover to
the same address as yours from New Orleans « It has a 104 18ée,

I wish I eould run up to the Shierson party on the 20th but
Emmerson Krug 1is due here Sunday Al.lMe, the 21st, to spend the day with
us (en-route to Chicago), :

I wrote Charlie yesterday that T thought T had a lot of

iﬁﬂ@nds in the D.P.8. but guess I was misteken, Friends from all over

é ",hd country have been congratulating me on my election to the British
Roll of Distinguished Philatelis 8, but Don HacGregor was the only
ePuS, member To notice 1L, I at least thought that Jack, Charlie,
Harold, Muteh and Don Heath would drop mo a line and say "fine," but
nary a chirps -

! Yes Jack sent me a 1y 1851 stwip on cover, that had a pen
cancel removed, I am now able to raks very Ifine photos by the guartz
lamp and the best part about Jack's cover was the good phote I made,

The woather down here has been nothing but gloomy days and

rain, very little sunshine all spring,

I can well imagine what a fine investuent that powered lawn
is, and I am sure Puth is having a lot of fum with 1%,

' farold here is a cover that belengs to my friend Paul Rohloff

of Chicago. He wants to know if the killer is a "sycle" = (hand svele

to cut grass) or & damaged "»," By any chance have you any recordy
Hlldred joins me in best wishes to Ruth, you and all the Starks,

Cordially yours,



/1%

PHONE UNIVERSITY 1-4399

FWM RM”TF
r
H. W. STARK & CO. MQIC;OYOP

18652 BIRCHCREST DRIVE NDA nO/V

DETROIT 21, MICH. May 21, 1950.

Dear Stan,

Well, here it is Sunday again. We had a very
lovely time at Shierson's yesterday. You missed a fine
gathering. The day was beautiful, the meal fine and Charley

and Jack wonderful hosts,

Your complaint of no friends in the D.P.S. is
NUTS. Practically everyone in the society thinks you are
the last word and respect your knowledge and consider you
their friend., Of course everyone read the article about the
award, but feel it was a bit belated. They are pleased you
were finally given partial recognition for what you have
done for philately. If you had been at Shierson's party
they would have swamped you with compliments., They talked
enough about it. So you see, even if they did not write
you personally about it, they know.

I talked to Bott (he collects Ships) about the
"Great Eastern" cover and he is interested in it. He asked
me to get the price for it. Does not want to spend too
much for it but will pay a reasonabls price. I personally
am not so interested in it. Bott has the "Western" cover
but no this cover. He also mentioned he had the "President"
cover, which he states 1s relatively rare.

Took one of the Mail Robbery covers. The one returned
has the stamp missing.

Enclosed are the photos you did not want me to
misplace like the French article. You sure exposed that cover,

Regarding the 3¢ GREEN cover, This cancel is the
"P" from Paducah, Ky. but the way it is struck it makes a
perfect "Sickle". If the canceller broke from A "P" to
a "Sickle" type it should be listed as a "Sickle". I would
want to see a duplicate. I have the regular "P" on cover,

Regarding the photo of cover from France. The
secret perhaps is in the "via Angleterre" which I am not
too familiar with and have not taken the time to find out
about. I judge this means by British mail and perhaps was
sent to Canada and was a double 1/2 oz. rate. If so the
cover came in as a 10¢ single foreign rate or 20¢ double.
Perhaps it went to Cuba, etc. and took the double overweight
rate. Dont know what the manuscript "6" means. It could mean
a 64 ship letter fee to us. The Am, Pkt. does not necessarily
mean an Amer. boat. We might have settled with some one else
for the balance. What was on the back of the cover.? I am
dumb, you tell me.

Best of wishes to al



1776—International Exhibition, Fhiladelphia—i876
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WILLIS F. CHENEY

65 NASSAU STREET
NEW YORK 7, N. Y.
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IMPORTANT UNITED STATES DISCOVERY

Willis F. Cheney Finds First United States Special Printing Known on Cover '

THE value of persistent alertness over

the years has been dramatically
demonstrated recently by Willis F. Che-
ney of New York. What would you
say, how would you feel, if suddenly you
recognized a heretofore lightly regarded
possession to be not a common item at
all, but instead unique in its field, and
an important and heretofore unknown
United States rarity?

That is the breath-taking experience
Bill Cheney of 65 Nassau St., successor
to Spencer Anderson, has recently had.
The facts are routine enough, the punch
line comes at the end. Mr. Cheney was
going over'a lot of United States covers
with the intent of sending them out to
various clients. Nothing outstanding in
the lot, so he thought, just a cover lot.
Mr. Cheney picked up a cover, attractive
enough in itself, being an official im-
printed cover of the Centennial Exhibi-
tion of 1876. The stamp on this cover
appeared to be just a common 3c green
of 1873, and not a very fine copy at that.
The perforations were clipped quite ir-
regularly, indicating that the stamp had
been cut from the sheet. And then
lightning struck! That is how the special
printings were cut apart, this is on an
official Centennial Commission cover !
Why, it is a special printing on cover!

All that follows merely substantiates
the conviction of Mr. Cheney. The
stamp is in fact a 3c blue green #169 in
Scott, the hard paper special printing
variety. According to all records avail-
able, no more than a scant handful of
the special printing of 1875 hard paper
4#167-177, and 1880 soft paper #192-204
are known cancelled. The Cheney 3c
#169 is the first properly identified spec-
1al printing to be found on cover. It is
therefore not only unique in itself but
in its class. Its discovery is of prime
importance to students of United States
stamps, as it disproves a theory held in
some quarters that the special prints
were not actually used at the time of
their availability. Here is incontestable
proof that they were.

But to get back to Mr. Cheney at the
time of his find. Convinced that his

By JOHN W. NICKLIN

PROPERTY OF

PHILATELIC FOUNDATION

54

Cover found by Willis F. Cheney with a 3c blue-green, Scott's 169, the first of this special
printing to be found on cover.

identification was correct, Mr. Cheney
submitted the cover for an opinion to
Eugene N. Costales, one of America’s
most highly regarded philatelic authori-
ties. The answer was prompt, clear, and
to the point, “Your stamp is #169, the
3¢ hard paper special printing, and the
only copy of this stamp, or in fact, any
of the special printings that I know of,
used on cover.”

This was conclusive enough for Mr.
Cheney, but just to clinch matters he
then submitted the cover to the Phila-
telic Foundation, “The Supreme Court
of Philately.”

The Foundation, thorough and care-

ful as usual, made a complete analytical
study of the stamp and cover, and finally
issued the following certificate of genu-
ineness :

“Philatelic Foundation — Certificate
#2376 — Issued May 1, 1950.

“We have examined the enclosed
United States 1875 3c blue green, #169,
on cover, submitted by Willis F. Cheney,
of which a photograph is attached on the
reverse, and are of the opinion that it is

impersonal—and confidential !

source,

popular issues.

18 E. Fourth Street

YOURS—CONFIDENTIALLY

If this is the time when you are preparing to liquidate stamp holdings to meet
emergency obligations or for other investment, naturally you prefer to keep it
Let MSB act as your agent and assure you of
fair prices, prompt action and without your name going further than our files.

By the same token, if you are acquiring a substantial philatelic estate, it may
be equally desirable to remain anonymous.

Again, MSB is your ideal buying

Our low brokerage charge—whether you buy or sell—is only 3%.- Our decade-
old service is your assurance of fair treatment, and our publication—The Weekly
Quotation Bulletin—confirms the current market on the majority of the most

We'll be glad to send a free sample copy fogether with prospectus, enter your

subscription for the coming year (26 big issues) on receipt of $3.00, or—if you
want to make haste—phone PArkway,3839 or wire for fast service.

MINT SHEET BROKERAGE CO.

Cincinnati, 0. AR

the genuine special printing and properly
used on this cover.”

And now, seventy-five years after they
first saw the light of day, a truly sub-
stantiated special printing cover is re-
corded for posterity, a single stamp from
the total number of 4,229 of all values
issued and sold.

The three cent stamp is a great rarity
in its own right, as a total of only 267
could exist. This figure includes both
printings, hard paper #169 (The Che-
ney Stamp), and soft paper #194. The
government records do not differentiate
between the two papers.

Why were the special printings cut
apart rather than separated along the
line of perforations? No one knows the
reason—perhaps there is none.

Mr. Cheney attributes his discovery
of the now famous #169 cover to a trait
developed back in the days of his early
association with Spencer Anderson, in
the Early Thirties. Mr. Anderson, one
of the keenest philatelic minds of his
time, examined carefully all items that
passed through his hands, and encour-
aged his assistants to do likewise. One
day Mr. Cheney brought Mr. Anderson
a cover bearing a 3c 1873 asking, “Could
this not be a special print?’ The an-
swer, “It isn't. Besides you never find
them on cover, they don't come that
way.” Mr. Anderson was correct as of
the time he spoke, but Mr. Cheney in
the fifteen years that followed continued
to look and now has found the object
of his search. Thus a philatelic treasure
is rescued from obscurity. The moral
of which is, know your stamps, study
them, examine them carefully. Who
knows what other rarities may rest un-
known in a collector’s or dealer’s hands?

June 3,1950 ¥« STAMPS




50h Type |

on watermarked paper, for in 1927
they were reissued in the same form
on unwatermarked paper. They are
the 50h green, 60h violet and 1Kec
red.

This closes one epoch of Czecho-
slovak philately, even though there
were other stamps issued with the
portrait of Masaryk. It is quite pos-
sible that some new facts may come
to light about these issues, but even
so they are considered among the
most interesting of Czechoslovak
stamps.

In closing, what can be said of
the T. G. Masaryk stamps? This

50h Type Il

much is a fact—from 1920 to 1939
Czechoslovakia never was without a
valid stamp with the portrait of the
gfeat European. By that the Czech-
oslovak republic showed her rever-
ence for T. G. Masaryk. However,
the German invaders could not tol-
erate the picture of this great
humanist and philosepher, so it had
to be hidden in the hearts of his
people and the albums of their col-
lections. Departed but 100
years from his birthday, and what
oceans of misery and suffering have
passed over his recent grave! Read-
ers will perhaps understand now

Data on the printing of watermarked stamps with the
portrait of President Masaryk.

T

& lster without watermark.
«# exoeptionally in 1C0.
##= Caly without watermark.
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x| 31 i3 July 20, 1925  |January 1926
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VIS X iFaes ) zl November 1526 S=pt. 16, 1927
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| Ll Efaee | 4 8 | May 1927. Oct. 1, 1927

50h Coil

Rotary

why the collectors of Czechoslovak
stamps, when leafing through their
albums, think of this apostle of de-
mocracy. They cannot but be true
to his teaching!

Prices That Cannot
Be Beat!

U. S. MINT SHEETS

Money-Back Guarantee

Take advantage of this unusually low ofer on the

following sheets. Condition is Fine to Very Fine.

Per
Each  Five
661 20Clark:........ .. $5.25 $25.00
703 3¢ Yorktown, perf. 3 ‘sides. . . 2.50 12.00
737 3¢ Mother’s Day, rotary 2.00 9.50
785 lc Army. = o ag s 80 3.50
786 2c \rm\'. L, ko RGO o 1.65 7.75
788 46.%rrn)' e N ot P W R LS
TR e ATIOY. A 3.95 18.00
FOOE R LOUN B ot s o e s .80 3.50
TOIT 26 NaVY o, oas itk bt e 1.90 9.75
7981 o NaVY, ool s ek ity 4 330 15.75
899 lc Defense,......co00ccvvven 1,26 6.00
904 3c Kenteeky.....ovveinnn.. 2.00 9.50
908  1lc Four Freedoms. . . 125 6.00
911 5e \u)r\\'u 2.70.  13.25
912 2.70. 13.25
913 2.70 13.25
914 2.70 13.25
923 1.70  8.00
924 3(: F(lc’r’lph RRABE 1 | 8.00
026 SOTMGMEI TN S T e 1.70 8.00
928  5c Conference.,......... .. 2.60 12.75
930 1c Roosevelt........... .60 2.80
931 2c Roosevelt.s..owsewne.-- a0 15101 5.60
932 3c Roosevelt............. 1.70 8.00
933, ~8o.Roosevelb..... .. .oomma e o 2.7 13.00

Postage extra om orders under $10, 20 Cents

MURRAY SIMNOCK & CO.

116 Nassau St., New York 7, N. ¥
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Wi LIS F.
CHENEY

R SUCCESSOR TO SPENCER ANDERSON

SHBCTEY SEIVEE N ASS AL S TR EET

in "Stamps™"

your files,

WFC/f1
Enc.

compliments.

BLI \TE! (C ENLINDAT!
CIILAILCLIG 4‘J’Ln‘1'JP\.JbH

s BRI LANDT 7 - 257 2Z...NIEW Y ENRIC S76ENINE Y

4 COLLECTIONS BOUGHT AND APPRAISED.
i June 1,
1950

Mr, S. B. Ashbrook
33 N, Ft. Thomas Avenue
Ft, Thomas, Kentucky

’ POSTAGE Dear Stan:

:‘ STAMPS

FOR I suppose that you have now heard

COLLECTORS about the little cover that I recently

unearthed. <The article is appearing

on June 3rd.

I am enclosing a photograph which
1l thought you would like to have for

Please aceept it with my

1 would appreciate your not having
it rephotographed., 'The story in "Stamps™
is quite complete,

Sincerely yours,
Q \ \
—

Willis F. Cheney

MEMBER AMERICAN STAMP DEALERS ASSOCIATION
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PRISON COVE

By

RAYMOND M. WL ~ iiSON

ERHAPS the saddest chapter
P in the history of the Civil War

was that which dealt with the
soldiers who had been so unfortunate
as to fall into the hands of the
enemy as prisoners of war. Much
has been written about the prisoner
of war covers which contained the
hope-laden letters to those back
home, whose hearts were filled with
anxiety and sad foreboding, anxious-
ly awaiting some word from the im-
prisoned soldiers.

TMlustrated is a very rare prisoner
of war cover with letter enclosed
from a Federal officer who was con-
fined in a Southern prison. See Fig-
ure 1. This was from RICHLAND
PRISON, Columbia, S. C., and was
written to his sister in Pennsylvania.

In December of 1863, this cover
was undoubtedly sent to Richmond
under separate cover, perhaps along
with other letters to go via Flag of
Truce. There are no Confederate
postal markings which would indi-
cate that this was from a prisoner of
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Figure |—From Richland Prison, Columbia,
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Figure 2—The letter accompanying this cover is headed "Richland Jail, June 3, 1864."

war, with the exception of a ms.
censor’s marking which is: “Exam-
ined R. D. Ferin—Capt. G V.” This
eover entered the U. S. mail at Old
Point Comfort, Va., being unpaid;
there was no evidence that this let-
ter was from a soldier of the Fed-
eral Army, and it was charged dou-
ble postage upon delivery to the
addressee.

0.z /F03.

S. C., from a Federal officer 1o his sister in

Pennsylvania.
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It is very fortunate indeed that
this letter has been preserved
through all of these years! This is
a case where the contents are highly
valuable, as it tends to help verify
and establish the use of a prison for
captured Federal prisoners of war,
of which to date so little is known.

Richland Prison was located in
Columbia, South Carolina. This
prison was so named after the Coun-
ty of Richland, of which Columbia
is the county seat.

The only fortification in South
Carolina in which Confederate pris-
oners of war were confined was at
Castle Pinckney at Charleston of
which we know. But as the occa-
sion arose, tobacco warehouses and
even factories were used for tempo-
rary places of confinement for pris-
oners of war.

Richland Prison was just around
the corner .on Washington Street,
where today the Negro Masonic
Temple stands. It was a building
three stories high with guard house.
This old prison stood immediately to
the rear of the City Hall and Mar-
ket, and was located in a densely
populated section of Columbia. The
destruction of Columbia by fire con-
sumed the old prison upon the ar-
rival of General Sherman’s Army

June 17,1950 ¥ ST-AMPS




If You Collect U. S. Plate No. and
Position Blocks Here is an Unusual
Opportunity to Add Many Fine
Items to Your Collection. . . .

We are breaking up an accumulation of
over 10,000 plate no. singles and blocks
from 1893 to 1930. In_ addition to the
perforated issues almost all imperforates in
plate no. and position blocks are included
in this lot. Condition is far above average
for this type of material and prices are in
line with the current market.

Your want list will receive our prompt

and careful attention. References please,
if unknown to us.

MUNSCN WALLACE

9414 Dayton Way, Beverly Hills, Cal.

BOOKLET BARGAINS:

P ngary . (oo 50 L e e s (1 §2.35
Same with panes imperf. between
(Byrsipaira)l oL s T (1) 13580

Individual imperf. between pairs

from the above, complete (3) 4.50
Indonesian Republie........ ..(2) 65.00
b F AT LR M i i B (2 2.65

POLANBD, 1938, contains one pane each of
308a, 309a, 312a, 317a. A MODERN
RARITY, ROGERS CATALOG PRICES
THIS ONE AT $100.00................ $19.50

U.P.U. Check List—5th Revised Edition—FREE
against a stamped, self-addressed envelope.

FRANK WARNER gl\

109 Nassau St. New York 7, N. Y.

1920 to 1950 “One of America’s Most
Complete Stocks of Mint Foreign Sets”

1c Pan-American
Inverted Center

#294a
Very Fine Unused
Net $350.00
Other Inverted Centers both post-
age and revenues in stock.

ROBERT A. SIEGEL

124 Mamaroneck Ave, White Plains, N. Y.

IU. S. Commemorative Blocks!
Fine Mint—Full Original Gum
#294..1.40 | #628...3. :

85| 644

549..1.10 | 649. 738 .24 896.. .29
614., .60 | 650 796 .80 | 897.. .29
615.. .92 | 654 835 .32 | 898.. .29
617.. .75| 683

! U.S. WANTED !
Will pay TOP PRICES for large holdings of the follow-
ing Mint items: #230, 231, 285, 286, 204, 295, 323, 324,
397, 398, 548, 549, 614, 615, 6186, 618, 620, 656, C10,
C12, C16, C21, Q1-5. Straight edge copies may be
included
Ship Other Material for Top Cash Offer.

ALFRED MENDELSON

1412A New York Av., B’klyn 3,N.Y.

UNITED STATES

Used Good to Fine—*Mint Fine
#2450 $1.00 | £120..... $16.00 | #347...... $2.90
63...... .70| 121...... 9.00| 480...... 2.00

Satisfastion guaranteed.

H. M. MACK

Box 152, Milford, New Hampshire

Approvals included.

STAMPS Y% Junel7, 1950
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Weekly column conducted by George B.
Sloane, 116 Nassau St., New York 7, N. Y.,
recognized philatelic expert and authority.

Pomeroy’s Letter Express Proofs

Can anyone show a plate proof or a
die proof of the Pomeroy Letter Express
stamps, listed in the Locals section of the
U. S. Catalog? Such an item might help
greatly in a study now being made of the
stamps issued by this independent post.

Is there the possibility that the original
die, or the plate itself from which these
stamps were printed might still be in
existence? Can anyone offer information
along this line? The die was engraved
by John E. Gavit, of Albany, N. Y., and
the name “Gavit” appears at the bottom
of each of the stamps.

I have been in correspondence " with
Joseph Gavit, grandson, who tells me
that his mother, upon the death of his
father, Joseph (son of John E.), in 1887,
subsequently sold to the Scott Stamp &
Coin Co. a large package of sheets of
the stamps, and the original plate, all of
which were discovered in the safe in
Gavit & Co.’s office. The understanding
then made was that the plate would be
destroyed in order to maintain the
“yalue” of the stamps. It would appear
that the number of sheets thus sold was
a rather large quantity and this would
support a contention previously made in
this column that the unused Pomeroy
stamps so commonly seen in the philatelic
market are remainders of the original
printings and not reprints as they were,
so erroneously, characterized for years.

The Pomeroy stamps were printed in
several colors, most of which we know
from covers were in use, but there are
son:ie colors which have never been seen
used.

Canal Zone Post Office Seal

The Post Office Seal currently in use
in the Canal Zone is a printing from a
new plate. The design remains the same
as before (Scott's No. OX3), a com-
parison revealing no change in any of
the details of the subject. The out-
standing difference is that the new seal
is rouletted without color where the
former printings were rouletted in the
color of the stamp, these color markings,
of course, having been on the printing
plate. The sheet size is 25 subjects, five
by five, and the spacing arrangement is
changed. The horizontal rows are closer
together, spacing 134 millimeters in the
new, three millimeters in the old. The
vertical rows are spaced four millimeters
apart while in the old the vertical spac-
ing was about three millimeters. The
shade is new, a deep slate blue where
the old issue, while a blue, had consider-
able violet in the ink. The stamp is
printed by the typographing process and
two of the cliches, positions 1 and 3,
show marked defects in the outer frame
lines.

= e B Bl

U. s. s

RARITIES

Mint Blox of 4
1894 UNWATERMARKED

261 $1 Ty. I, fine unhinged..(Cat. $225) $137.

261A §1 Ty 11, fine unhinged. . (Cat. $350)  225.

2621 $38ne o e R (Cat. $700) 350.
1895 WATERMARKED

276 81 Ty.I, very fine....... (Cat. $125) $112.

276 & 276A $1 Bottom Imprint & PL. 76

65 Nassau Street

Strip of 3, Ty. I, II & II, very fine
(Cat. $225) 175.

One of Each Available.

50

00

SATISFACTION ASSURED

WILLIS F. CHENEY

Successor to Spencer Anderson

New York 7, N. Y.

If Your Collection is

FOR SALE

You Might Want to Know That:

1. You can receive a firm offer.
2. It can be made at once.
3. Settlement will be cash, whether
three or six figures.
4. The offer will be a fair one.
We Can Fulfill All of These
Conditions
ﬁ RAYMIIND H. WEILL CU
ROG - NAVMOND M. WEIL
407 ROV
British Commemeoratives
ADEN Mint  Used
13-15 Coronation. ......... $.26 $ .3
28-29 Peace..... v .10 .15
30-31 Wedding o4 3.00 3.50
3 103 3.00 2.76
KATHIRI or QUAITI STATES
.10 .15
1.25 1.75
3.00 3.00
67-76 Centenary........... 37.50 40.00
77-80 Jubilee..... 2.35 3.00
81-83 Coronation. .25 .3
98-99 Wedding. . PR (T R T
1005085 FUPITL foehii Hee ) .50 .55

10% DISCOUNT FOR U. S. FUNDS.

Ask for complete British Price-lists.

F. G. ATKINSON

3822 Prudhomme Ave., Montreal 27, Can.

1869
INVERTED CENTER

#120b 24c Green & Violet
Cat. Price $1200
We have available one used copy with
slight thin spot . . . at th
SPECIAL PRICE OF $375

This is an excellent opportunity to
acquire a U. S. classic.

Available on Approval to Responsible
Parties

JOHN A. FOX

116 Nassau St. /‘/‘E{.\ New York 7
LW

WENDOVER NEEFUS CO.

eefus—stamps
stablished 1894
xcellent service
ree price list

nited States specialists

w & = 2

top at Hudson

555 BState St., Hudson, N. Y.
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that fateful day of February 17,
1865. This proved a serious blow to
the collectors of today. The true
loss will never be fully known, for
the complete story of Richland Pris-
on can never now be told. It is the
constant search for the correct an-
swers to these problems that makes
the collecting of Confederates so in-
tensely interesting.

Herewith I quote an excerpt from
General Sherman’s official report
which bears reference to the con-
fined prisoners in Richland Prison
when he entered Columbia that sad
‘Hay in February of 1865. A portion
of this report is an follows:—*“in-
cluding the officers who had long
been imprisoned there and rescued
by us.”

Therefore, the conclusion may be
drawn, that since we have this letter
and cover and the report of General
Sherman’s as further guidance, it
is a fact that Richland Prison did
exist, and was used for the confine-
ment of captured Federal prisoners.

Likewise, further proof is added
by a brief description and the illus-
tration of the two following items.
Figure 2 is a photo of a cover from
the Shenfield collection. A letter
accompanies this cover also, the
heading of this letter is: Richland
Jail, June 3, 1864 and the cover
shows the “DUE 6” marking.

Figure 3 illustrates a cover owned
by Morris Everett. The postmark
on this cover looks very much like
“Wilmington, N. C.,” but there is no
doubt that this also was from Rich-
land Prison. It is to be noted that
this was from an officer. From the
information I have been able to
gather it seems as though a lot of
Pennsylvania officers were confined
in Richland Prison.

It is through the kind generosity
of Stanley B. Ashbrook that I am
able to show the illustrations of .fig-
ures 2 and 3.

Following is the complete copy
of the letter shown in figure one.
This was from Lieut. Chas. L. Bit-
tinger to his sister, in which he ad-
vises: “to be sure and enclose a dime
for postage through the Confed-
eracy. "

Richland Prison, Columbia, S. C.
- Dec. 13, 1863
Dear sister:

Although I did not fulfill my promise
on last Sabbath thinking that I would
receive a letter from you during the
week, is my reason for not writing. In
this however I can not think why it is
I do not receive any of your letters. It
may be however that they will yet com®
I have heard that you sent money. When
I wrote Lizzie Diller I enclosed a note
informing you of this fact. In that note

STAMPS ¥ Junel7,1950
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Figure 3—Another cover from an officer imprisoned at Richland.

I expressed my doubts as to ever receiv-
ing the sum you sent. I believe now that
I was premature in my expressions of
apprehensions. During the week some
half a dozen individuals in confinement
with me have received money from home.
Although it was a long time in reaching
the persons for whom it was intended, it
came through safely. So I am in the
hopes that the money you sent me will
yet come. The clothes for which we all
stand so greatly in need of will in all
probability reach us this week. We have
sent to Richmond for them. Our govern-
ment has sent to that place some ten
thousand suits for the clothing of our
destitute soldiers in confinement there.
We have heard that the Rev., H. Clay
Trumball, Chaplain of the 10th Conn.
Regt. has reached his home in Hartford
and the letters we entrusted to his care
have been forwarded to their respective
destinations. I hope that you have re-
ceived mine and attended to the sending
of the money I requested you to send
him.

My health is good and my wound is
slowly healing up. Any prospects of get-
ting out of the Confederacy are no better
today than they were a month ago. In all
probability we will winter in this place.
How do you like teaching in H....... ?
I suppose you are having a very pleasant
time at Aunt Peggy’s. It is certainly a

very agreeable and delightful home. I
hope that you make yourself useful and
agreeable to Aunt as you can. How is
her health? I hope she is greatly im-
proved since I last heard of her. Re-
member me kindly to Aunt and Uncle
and to all of my inquiring friends. I
suppose you quite frequently meet Miss
Emily Young. Tender to her my friendly
regards and wishes. In writing to me
confine yourself to domestic and personal
matters, and do not write to long let-
ters. Do not forget to enclose a dime
for postage through the Confederacy. Be
punctual to write once a week. I'll write
to Bro. Joseph in a day or two.
As ever your brother,
Chas. L. Bittinger.

P. S. Direct
Fieut. Chast o0 Bt s r
Prisoner of War
Columbia, S. C.
For Flag of Truce °
Care Gen. Butler
Fortress Monroe, Va.

N.B. I received a week or two ago a
letter from Bro. John.—C.L.B.

Any additional information on
Richland Prison will be greatly ap-
preciated by me. Please address me,
R. M. Wilkinson, Box 129, Shelby,
Ohio.

REGISTERED
Beautiful U.P.U. Covers

Austria, first day new U.P.U. combination
Centenary. 2 different imprinted stamps
SIEIEEEEET i L]t atae aisls o TattRE ot R $1.00

Cuba, pair of first day U.P.U. covers. 2
different cachets $1.00

French Morocco, very rare cacheted U.P.U.
firgt [AaY COVEL : st vsisian s siniciomss $2.95

Greece, Fine flown first day U.P.U. cover
with block of 4 $1.00

U. S. Occupation F.T.T., first day cacheted
U.P.U. cover, getting searce........ $.75

Dominican Republic, Fine flown U.P.U.
COVEE 4 4is/m ioiais srvcoro o o s oibiateeinisiolalsin s b

CLYDPE J. SARZIN

RARE ETHIOPIA U.P.U. ON FLOWN
CACHETED COVER

$2.95

Israel Opening of
Traveling Post Offices

Negev and Galilee Superieure fine cacheted
$1.00

The pair, at,onl,

Israel, extremely fine cacheted musical cover.

Ein Gev music festival, April 2nd to g‘l‘;
........................... N

il
Austria, first day new Centenary imprinted

postal stationery and first day new im-
printed post card. The pair....... $1.00

Belgium, lovely cacheted first day cover, in-

ternational fair, May 1, 1950 Brussels $.50

Hungary, one of the most beautiful first day

covers we have ever seen. New lovely
children set. Special Childrens cancella-
tion and child ecachet. Shows Scouts,
Sports and School

................ S5
ROSLYN, L. I, N. Y.
ROSLYN 3-3440
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Wisconsin Federation of
Stamp Clubs Annual
Exhibition
By L. A. WOLF

THANKS to the generosity of Art
Boyce of Madison, I was able to
make a last minute trip to the exhibition
of the Wiscorsin Federation of Stamp
Clubs at Manitowoc, May 12-14. I be-
lieve this is one of the oldest and strong-
est of the state organizations compris-
ing the National Federation of Stamp
Clubs, and this is its nineteenth annual
convention.
At the Saturday afternoon business meet-
ing the present officers were re-elected:

Ed Hamilton of Oshkosh, President; Wil-
bur Symes, Manitowoe, Vice-President;
Odin Christenson, Oshkosh, Secretary-
Treasurer; Burleigh Jacobs, Wauwatosa,
National Federation Representative, be-
sides several Regional Vice-Presidents.
The main business centered around a
discussion of the proposed “Franzel”
plan for judging of stamp shows. (Mr.
Franzel, one of the Regional Vice-Presi-
dents, comes from Slinger, Wisconsin).
His plan has much merit, and with a few
suggested changes will be given further
study and examination during the com-
ing year by a special committee.

The evening activities centered around
the annual banquet, with some 130 pres-
ent. The speaker was Harry Weiss,
editor of Weekly Philatelic Gossip. Mr.
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COVERS!

ALBUMS!
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- WE'RE ALL THE RAGE, SO DON'T TURN THAT PAGE o=
5 Until You've Read of Our Added Features 0
A year’s subscrlgtion to our service will bring you Palmore Selections until >
July, 1951. Each of these selections will be made up of one or more of the =4
following. >
(1) STAMPS. The backbone of our selections. Mint and Used, Old and New. 5
— Blocks, Sets, Singles. High catalogue items to Pound Mixtures.
IT) (%) First Day Covers of all Canada and U Commemorative New Issues, on @
cachets of your choice. If not interested in covers, we will send a substitute c
b4 selection instead, m
—_— (3) World listings of Philatelic_Agencies. W
(4) Accessories such as Tongs, Mounts, Perforation Gauges, Approval Cards. Water- brcbs
mark Detectors, etc., sent iree of charge.
z (6) The opportunity to purchase your favorite albums, catalogues, etc., at our
actual cost. You save 15% to 40% right here.
g (6) An active exchange medium among other members, with whom you may ex- =
change your duplicates in a social manner. m
THESE SIX FEATURES HAVE BEEN the extent of our service the past two E
years, and during this time we have been only asked for ONE REFUND wn
AN ALMOST PERFECT PERFORMANCE — HOWEVER i
=+ Business has been so very good, that we can now offer these additional
A features at no extra cost. ™
F4 (7) For each full year's membership received, we will give a year's subscription >
o (NEW, NOT RENEWAL) to your choice of the following publications. West- (o]
— ern Stamp Cellector, Chambers Stamp Journal, Linn's Weekly Stamp News, or e
= Mekeels Stamp News. (Please state choice).
O (8) A subscription to the “Palmoneer.” Your own club magazine which contains >
= many dollar-saving opportunities. 4
< (9) A FREE AUCTION MARKET SERVICE where you may buy and sell with no @
commissions charged.
(10) Lasz but not least. You may now pay for your subscription on our budget m
plan. Your subscription entitles you to all of these ten features. YOU !e
“ON’T BE ASKED FOR A PENNY MORE.

One Year's Subscription—Cash $10.50. Terms $5.00 down, $1.00 a month for 6 mos.
Six Months' Subscription—Cash $6.00. Terms $3.50 down, $1.00 a month for 3 mos.

Important: ALL PRICES ARE IN U. S. FUNDS. Cheques add 18¢ please.

NO POSTAL NOTES.
OUR GUARANTEE

If after receiving one full month’s selections you are for any reason dissatisfied. we will make

{‘Eﬁll lgefund. and you may keep the selections already received.

THE PALMORE STAMP EXCHANGE
Box 31, Strasbourg, Sask., Canada

FILL OUT COUPON AND MAIL TODAY

[ British Colonies

K [ United States
Dear Sirs: [J Foreign
Please find enclosed my remittance for the following ] Mint
subseription to your service. 0 Used
[J 1 Year (Paid Up).$10.50 [] 6 Mos. (Paid Up). $6.00 ([ 1 COLLECT F. D. COVERS
01 Year (Budget).. 5.00 [] 6 Mos. (Budget).. 3.50|] Blocks

(Prices are in U. S. Funds, Cheques Add 18c)

CHECK YOUR INTERESTS

Other Interests ..........

COULD ANYTHING BE MORE

I N R oo T o 4 1o Al or el wll o m b e e s 41w ohel @ s rbralere wra awle atmiol [0 1 :arelers (ateteluls e Ala aa xia BUmiel et et ts shs
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Weiss formerly lived in Shorewood, a
suburb of Milwaukee, so his return as
speaker was in the nature of a home-
coming. His speech took its name from
his familiar column in Gossip, “The In-
side Straight,” and dealt with methods
of detecting forgeries by means of mod-
ern scientific methods, including the use
of infra-ray machines. It was an excel-
lent talk, almost overwhelming in the
information he gave, and I know I was
greatly surprised to find that it was near-
ly midnight as he closed. If you find
that Mr. Weiss is giving this talk or
one similar in your vicinity, by all means
plan to attend. You will never regret it.

The Foot-loose Filatelists held a meet-
ing and initiation after the banquet
which lasted into the wee small hours,
just how long I could not tell for I
finally gave up and belatedly sought my
bed. The F. F. are doing a grand work
in encouraging the younger -collectors
and the Wisconsin Pane as usually pre-
sented two cups to the junior exhibitors.
More power to you F. F.

Sunday morning one of the WFSC
affiliates, The Wisconsin Postal History
Society, held its annual meeting and elec-
tion of officers, and the afternoon was
devoted to looking at the various stamp
displays and friendship renewals charac-
teristic of the WFSC and other con-
ventions.

As to the exhibition, was glad to see
that more exhibitors are showing other
countries besides the U. S., and there
were a goodly number of U.P.U., Israel,
British Colonies, Topicals, Poland, pre-
cancels, etc. I thought the displays of
the Postal History group were excellent,
in fact, for research, dominated the dis-
plays.

The judges, Ben Reeves, of Chicago;
Walter Brink, of Genesee Depot, Wis-
consin, and Harry Weiss, of Holton,
Kansas, gave the Grand Award to Ray
Van Handel of Sheboygan, for his splen-
did study of the postal history of She-
boygan County, Wis. Mr. Handel also
won the President’s Award for the ex-
hibit judged to be most interesting to
visitors. The second award went to Leo
J. Topolinski of the Milwaukee Philatelic
Society, for a fine exhibit of Polish
Prisoner of War material, and the third
award to Erwin Franzel of Slinger, for
a specialized study of U. S. airmails,
stamps, and envelopes. In the Junior
classes, 6-8th grades, Rody Schmidt and
Mike Newman, both of Wauwatosa, took
first and second and in the 9-12th grade
division, Mz'chel Stone, Green Bay, and
Roger Schnell, Sheboygan.

The thanks of the WFSC go to the
host club, the Manitowoc Philatelic So-
ciety, and to the hard-working, but al-
ways genial, Wilber Symes, on whose
broad and capable shoulders much of the
success of the show rested. The Mani-
towoc Club came up with a new idea
in display frames that would be es-
pecially effective when the convention
hall is small. The 1951 WFEFSC show
will be held in Madison and the 1952 has
already been awarded to Sheboygan.

* 3k X

In the above paragraphs I mentioned
the Wisconsin Postal History Society,

June 17,1950 ¥« STAMPS
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: April 9, 1950
4 Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook, 33 N, Fort Thomas Ave., Fort Thomas, Ky.

Carbon copy to Mre. Van Dyk Mac Bride, 7l Broad St., Newark 2, N.J.

Dear Stan:

I have received from Mac the four covers you loaned him, the tracing
from the Milton Moses cover, and photographs of two of Mac's covers. Z
am supposed to study the several exhibits and report to the two of you
what I find regarding the town of use of the STEAM mark: whether New Or-

leans or Natchez.

I hauled out my own covers with Natchez and New Orleans marks: 5. .
from Natchez and 13 from Wew Orleans, bearing the marks in question. New
Orleans had a number of other marks which do not enter into this study.

I find that the whole subject is so complicated that it requires much
more then just a hasty comparison and a yes or no answer to your theory.

Right now, I can't find time for that. I am absolutely tied up through
April 25, and perhaps a couple of days longer. Beginning April 12, I will
be out of the city four days at the National Council of Mathematics Teachers
convention; the week after, I will be away two days at the Indiana Council
of Mathematics Teachers annual meeting., Just to make life more interesting,
the grading period ends while I am away. After I get back, it will take me
several days to get dug out. To everybody who writes me about steamboat
marks, and they are many, I am saying, "Wait till May. Through April, I am
all tied up." I have to postpone action to you two, also, until this busy
season is over. Stan, I hope I do not inconvenience you too much by holding
your covers (and Mac, your photographs) until near the end of the month, If
you need them, a postal card will bring them back by return mail.

Stan, I also owe you a reply to your letter of Feb., 20. I don't know
when I can get to that. It will take hours and hours to do anything with it.
Nearly everything contained in it is so completely at variance with my under-
standing of the way steamboat mail was handled, that we will either have to
have a "meeting of the minds" and come to a common understanding, or we must
admit that the whole subject is such chaos that it is useless to write on it
at all. It will take longer just to answer your letter, than to write an
article. I'll do it when I can.

For both of you, here are some photographs for your records. They are
described and owners named on the back. Mac, I took only the word WAY from
your 10¢ Confederate cover, so it is useless to send a print of that.

I realize that I am only borrowing time by postponing action, but right

now, I cannot do otherwise.

Yours sincerely,






April 14, 1950,

I&I‘o‘ Henry Ao Meyer,
516 Read St.,
Evansville, Ind.

Dear Henry: i

yours of April 9th Qa
grs on this subject
gx’let me know 1if

Here 1s a photo of a Charleston, S.C. cover with
"STEAM-BOAT" and a large "2" - apparently a Due of 2¢ for the &
Steanmboat Fees This "STEAM=BOAT" marking is apprently the
same as the one on the ceover, photo of which you sent me with &
a 3¢ '51 plus a 1¢Z '51 tied by the same postmark and addressed
to '?outh Santee" (no such P.0. listed in the 1859 official 2
1list). El

My query 1s this - 27 due on one as a 5.,B, fee
and only l¢ on the other? Was the former a SHIP fee - and the
latter a "prepaid Way fee" of 1¢? Vhat is your guess.

Again referring
file this letter with the
you find time to write me,
any explanation for the follo

.

¥

I note that you will reply to my letter of Feb. 20th
at a later date, :

I was surprised that you had different ideas.
Regards -

Yours etc.,

e




: ‘::, Van Dyk Mac Bride
- 744 Broad Street

Newcark 2 N. &

April 3rd, 1950.

Mr. Henry A. Meyer,
516 Read Street,
Evansville 11, Indiansa,

Dear Henry:

In a recent letter to Stanley Ashbrook I referred to the
comment you had made to me in your letter of March llth, re that STEAM
handstamp on the New Orleans cover which was Lot #527 in the recent
Costales-Gehrmann sale. You said that if it was identical with the
one on my N.0O,P.0. Provisional cover postmarked November 11, 1861,
that it was one which you had "definitely identified as New Orleans,
NOT Natchez".

I had just sent a N.0.P.0, cover belonging to Milton Moses
- of Lynchburg, Va. to Staunley for photographing, which also had the

STEAM handstaup, and Stanley now writes that he thinks you are wrong
and that the marking was put on at Natchez. He made a tracing of the
STEAM mark on that cover, and sent it to me along with four early U.S.
New Orleans covers showing similar STEAM handstamps. He points out
that the tracing of the one on the Moses cover might mateh that on the
cover he has marked A, that it does match the one on cover D, but that
it differs from the regular strike of this handstamp as used at New
Orleans on covers B and C. I am now sending this material to you here-

with.

, Along with it I am sending you my photo prints of the two
ew Orleans covers which I referred to first above, so that you can see
and compare the STEAM markings thereon. When you have finished, please
return the latter two prints to me, and the other material direct to
tanley Ashbrook.

: One more point on this. 8Stanley says that the black ink
on the STEAM marking on the Moses cover differs from the other strikes
on it. Apparently this leads him to believe that the STEAM mark was
put on at a different place and/or time than the other markings, and
therefore that it was a "source™ marking applied upon arrival at
Natchez. However, I wduld like to point out that as Moses' N,O.P.O.
cover was a P.M, Provisional, prepared and sold prior to use and mail-
ing, that it is quite possible that the sender took it home with him




1

to some river point, mailed it some days later via a river boat, that
it was then carried into New Orleans where the STEAM handstamp was ap-
plied and it was sent on to Natchez. This would account for the dif-
ference in ink between it and the N.0.P.0.-Riddell strikewm, gxcept
‘that the dated double-circle New Orleans postmark was probably applied
st.the same time as the STEAM, and its ink should likewise differ from
the other markings, and be at least somewhat similar to the STEAM, -
if this theory is correctl!

: The original cover is now on its way back to Mr. Moses,
but probably Stanley's photographs of it will tell us enough to deter-
mine this point. I am sending him a copy of this letter, and I will
ask him to forward an extra print of the Moses cover to you. I think
we would all then like to have your comments, by means of a letter
either to me or to Ashbrook, with a carbon copy to the other one of
us.

Best regards.

Since

P rj}% %

MaceB/HK

R

S e

-

1’”§;Sj§§§gglgx - Glad you found that I had acknowledged receipt of those

two lots of covers. You have since had report on same, and check for
those I purchased. Please now deduct the 91¢ postage I owe you for
returning the covers to Moses, from my credit balance of $1.75, leav-
ing you owing me 64¢. Note you approve our handling of Everett!s
Wytheville cover, and that one of the two postmarks on the Moses!
N.0.P.0. cover was a correction, and that neither was a "control mark".

e
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June Y4, 1950
Dear Stan:

Today is my first chance to write to you about the many accumulated
letters from yous I em replying to you and Mac jointly about the New
Orleans vs. Natchez STEAM mark., I am replying to you in a separate letter .sove/
regarding your letter of Feb, 20. Thig letter, then, is a sort of catch-
all for everything else,

Thanks for all the photographs you have sent me: the two of D. A,
Sordal's covers, the one of the Montgomery with "6" in rectangle, and the
he 1857 used into Naghville, perhaps a prepaid Steam fee., I am very glad
to have all these,.

Now comes the cover with the great big "2" applied at Charleston.
I had another cover loened to me (I forget now by whom) with this seme
mark, also applied at Cahrleston. I took a photograph, but not full size,
I enclose a print for you, although I know it is not as good for record
purposes as an exact-size print. At the time, I did not happen to have
any 5x7 films. It was one of those dark brown envelopes, hence the ugly
look, .

I regard the two covers with the big "2" as showing a "steamboat due"
fee, I have a good meny such covers with steamboat due 2 in my records,
and I possess a couple of them of the post-1861 period. You suggest a
"ship" fee -- and that reminds me of something I want to discuss with you
in the near future, namely, the exact nature of the steam fee.

Now the other question, why the lc on the cover with the 3c and le
stamps? Naturally, I could be a prepaid Way fee, and we believe there is
such a thing. But I don't think it is that; for the categories Steam and
Way are two different things. If Steam or Steamboat, it wasn't Way; if
Way, it wasn't Steam. The morking says it was Steam(boat). In that case,
either the postmaster let it go without marking it "Due 1," or at that par-
ticular time the postmaster believed (or understood) that there was no extra
charge for the Steam fee, If there wasg no extra charge, the lc was wasted.
The Steam or Steamboat fee was either 2¢, or it was nothing:; it was never lc
except on Lake Erie,

I am now convinced that there was a great non-uniformity of policy in
regard to charging or not charging the 2c Steam fee at different post offices
and even at the same podt office at different times. Vhen I do my article on
"The Froblem of IExtra Steam and Way Fees," I will lust some covers which bear
out my belief that much difference of poldéy existed.

Enough for tonight. Yours sincerely,

Horire,
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June 4, 1950

To Stanley B, Ashbrook, with carbon copy to Van Dyk Mac Bride.
' Dear Stan:

: I promiged to work over the New Orleans and Natchez STEAM marks in
May, but I am running a little behind schedule, Today is absolutely my
first chance even to think gbout them. My school closed Friday, and I
can now give some thought to philatelic matters. My mind has been so
far from stamps, covers, and postal markings for several months that I
find it a 1little hard to get back in the groove.

The problem before us is the mark STEAM on two covers belonging %o
Van Dyk Mac Bride, and on one belonging to Milton Moses. The gpecific
question 1s, whether the word was applied at New Orleans or at Natchez.

I have cerefully studied your covers marked A, B, and C (with post-
merk of New Orleans) and D (without postmark, but obviously Natchez. I
have also studied Mac's two photographs with town mark of New Orleans,
and with the word STEAM applied at ? end the tracing of the
Moses cover on which ‘the word STEAM was applied at ? Then,
in order to have more basig for comparison, I got out all my covers on
which the words appear which could possibly come into the case. Some
New Orleans covers were purposely omitted as having no bearing on the
case:: the very small word STEAM of 1828, the very (lerge word STEAM of
the Confederate period, the shaded romsn word STEAM found on Nesbitt
envelopes, and the encircled word STEAM and "5" or "10,"

I have 5 covers with STEAM spplied, I believe, at Natchez; and 12
or 13 covers with the appropriate word STEAM a,pplied I believe, at N.O.
Some of the latter are very poor strikes and do not help the study ruch.
I made tracings and studied them., I come to the following conclusions:
1. Even among strikes from the same handstamp, there is enough variation,
dite to heaviness of strike, direction of blow, amount of ink, and state
of wear, to make perfect matching difficult.
2¢ The main difference between the Natchez device and the N.O. device is
the distance between the S and the T of STEAM, In the Natchez device, the
two letters are considerably farther apart.
3s« I find two different devices used at Natchez: one used on letters dated
1830 (Ashbrook), 1831 (Norbeck), and 1867 (Meyer); the other on letters
dated 184k, 181+9, 1861, and 1867 (all Meyer). On the former, the S and T
are even farther apart than on the latter,
Y, I find that néither the lew Orleans tracings which I made, nor the Nat-
chez tracings which I also made, fit either the Mac Bride covers or the
Moses tracing perfe ctly, but I find that the New Orleans tracings ¥XX fit
them better than the Natchez tracings do.




s

In order that you can do further study and agree or disagree with my
findings, I am enclosing not only your covers and tracing from the Moses
cover, but all of my New Orleans and Natchez covers. lMake some tracings
and fit them on. I think you will find that my four conclusions are not
entirely wrong. If we disagree on the fourth conclusion, then we disagree
and T am sorry that we do, but that is what I find.

I want %o point out that on your cover D, the 8 of STEAM, which is
nearly uninked but still impressed in the paper, is considerably farther
from the T than it is on the Moses tracing which you say fits it. I have
1lightly pencilled an § on the Natchez cover just below where my eyesight
tells me the § should be. I note a slight doubling of the stroke on the
Natchez cover D, but the doubling is vertical and therefore does not in-
terfere with our study of the spacing.

Please do not return timsm my covers for a week or two, even if you
answer my letter as soon as you msually do, Hold on to them a little
while, There is a possibility of my getting to Cincinnati inside of a
week or 80, in which case I might call you up and if you are at home,
run over to see you. I would like to see your photographic equipment,
your famous records, and other things. It might help me to systematize
my stuff a little betters So please hold onto the covers until you hear
from me again, either in person or by mail. v

Yours sincerely,

ey



Newazk 2N, J,

June 6th, 1950,

Mr. Henry A. Meyer,
516 Read Street,
Evansville, Indiana.

Dear Henry:

Thank you for the coﬁy of your most interesting letter to Stanley
Ashbrook of June 4th. . : -

I gather that at least at the present time, that you still think
that the STEAM handstamps on those New Orleans Confederate Provisional
envelopes, were put on at New Orleans, rather than at Natchez, to which
place they were addressed. Perhaps the further studies you plan, and
most particulerly if you get to Cincinnati for a visit with Ashbrook,
will result in a more definite conclusion. I shall look forward with
keen interest to hearing from you and/or Ashbrook on this, and also as
to the result of any discussion you may have with him regarding the
manner in which steamboat meil of that period was handled.

= I don't believe I ever sent you the within before. In my search
for Confederate STEAM markings, my good friend Earl Weatherly of Greens-
boro, N.C. sent me these sketches of three of his covers. While the
only steamboat indication on one of them is a manuscript endorsement
on & cover used from Montgomery, Ala. with & 10¢ #2 Confederate stamp,
one of the others has the Confederate STEAM 7 handstamp put on at New
Orleans. The third has the (U.8), STEAM 6 circular marking, and a New
Orleans postmark dated @25, 1861, - which is of course an after-se-
cession usage of these U.8. markings.

I thought you might like to note these for your records. If you
wanted to see the original covers for any reason, I am sure that Weatherly
would send them if you asked him for them. Please return the enclosed at
your convenience.

8o far as I am concerned there is no hurry about any of thisy =
I'1ll just look forward with interest to hearing from you further at a
ater date.

Cordially yours,

MacB/HK v ‘f;a
c.c.: S.8.Ashbfook Z(/ﬂk/f:7
| L.L.Shenfield b

Ay

—ag
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June 15, 1950
Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook; carbon copy to Mr. Van Dyk Mac Bride.

Dear Stan:

hen we came over %o your place the second time, on Monday, I used the
Post Office Lists for 1828, 1829, 1834, and 1840, so we can save sending
thoge through the mail. But I could not use those for 1836 and 1837 in a
hurry, because the lists in them are not by states, but run through the whole
country, alphabetically. That means fish oubt Indiana, and in particular S.W.
Indiana., So if you will send me those, any time convenient to you, I will
take care of them very auickly and will have them on their way back to you
within 24 hours. That will then close the gap till 1840, inclusive. Will
you gend me those two, please, as soon as convenient for you?

Thig summer will be 2 fine time for me to receive the Post Office ILists
and Postal Guides. All summer long, I can handle them within 24 hours, often
sooner., Usually I will have them on their way back to you by the evening mail
collection of the same dgy when they come on the morning mail. Two at a time
would be fine. We can thus clean them up pretty fast.

Your 1828 book is dated 1827 on the outside. Ingide it is dated Jan.,
1828, o vering the year 1827. After that, I think the inside date is also
the outgide date. In the early years you have them sometimes every year, but
sometimes with years jumped. Do you know of the existence of any volumes in
between those which you have? If go, I want to be looking for a chance to
borrow them., My list is confused. I have & list saying that you have:

1828, 29, 32, 34, 36, 37, 38, 39, Ui, k2, 51, 57, 61, 63 and then later years.
T used 1828, 29, 34, YO (417) and cowld not wuse 36, 3T.

But what about 18327 18387 18397

Did T make a migtake and take down years of P.M.G.'s reports? Right now, we
do not want to start on P.ll.G.'s Reports; we want to clean up post office lists
first, before going into postal routes.

At any rate, it will be a greabt help to usg if we can have these from you,
and I can promise you quick action, The favor will be reflected in the greater
completeness of the lists eventually to be published in our Southwestern In-
diang Postal History Bulletins.

I am going to write to Elliott Perry about his writings on Express Mail
of the 50's. But meanwhile, 1t would help if you would look on my behslf in
the P.M.G.'s Reports of the early 50's, perhaps algso late 4O's, and find what
routes are listed as.prevailing between Boston, Albany, and New York City.

It may not ssy anything sbout express mail routes, but if they are railroed
routes, we can probably assume, until I hear from Elliott, that those were
the Express Mail routes, by contrast with stage coach routes or mounted post
rider routes.
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Now we come %o the matter which canses me to include Mac in this letter,
the whole first page of which probably bored him, unless he skipped it, This
matter is the question of the marking STEAM, whether llew Orleans or Natchez.

We have been trying to match up the marking on Mac's cover, and on the
Milton lioges cover, with our Natchez or our New Orleans STEAM merks, For the
moment, letds act as though we had never seen a lNew Orleans or a Natchez STEAM
mark, and let'g study the history of the cover as shown by its markings. Iet's
review the descriptions of the covers:

Origin: We can't determine. Perhaps N.O., perhaps some smaller place.
. Destination: Tatchez.
Stamp: On one cover, H5¢c Confederate; on other, no stamp.
Tovn mark: New Orleans. ‘
Other merks: (1) FD. 5 CTS./l.0.P.0e, on one used as killer, om other as
evidence of prepayment.
(2) J. L. RIDDELL, P.M,
(3) STEAM

Suppose neither you nor I had any other NVew Orleans or Natchez STEAM
marks to compare this one with; suppose we hed only this cover before us.
Vhat would you then say, at what place the word STEAM had been applied?

. I would say, "At New Orleans." You would agk, "Why?" I would answer,
"Because that is where the letter went into the mail. The words STEAM,
STEAMBOAT, and WAY were applied to & letter at the place where it went into
the mail, after having made at least a short journey outside the meil --

on a boat, in the pocket of a post rider, etc, It must have been carried
first as a "loose letter" (not in & mail bag) before it was handed in at a
pogt office. Then you would agk, "How do you know it went into the mail at
New Orleans?” %o which I would reply, "Here is the town mark of New Orlemng.”

Tould you agree with me, or disagree with me, thus far? If you under-
stand the marks STEAM, STEAMBOAT, and VAY to mean what I understand them to
mean, I believe you would agree with me: That the letter originated at some
towm, landing, or plantation other than New Orleans itself, was brought to
New Orleans as a "loose letter," there struck with the N.0. town mark end
the word STEAM, It then went its way in a mail bag fto Natchez, and of course,
received no further marking there. (Ve can at this time leave out of the dis-
cussion the question, how and when the mark ¥D., 5 CT8./N.0.P.0. got on the
letters That hag no bearing, that I can see, on the word STEAM,

The whole trouble comes when we try to match up the word STEAM with known
marks of Tew Orleans and of Natchez. You are sure it is Netchez, I am not sure,
but believe it comes a little closer %o a N.O« mark than to the Natchez mark,
Suppose, for the moment, that you can convince me that it is a Natchez mark,
Then we have got to account for the fact that a letter which went into the
mail at Yew Orleans, and which went from New Orleans to Natchez in a mail bag,
wag struck with the mork STEAM at Natchez, Won't that be pretty hard to ac=
count for? Perhaps in studying the N.O. and Watchez STEAM marks, I haye been
vnduly influenced:by rmy own line of argument above. 3But at any rate, if a
letter which went by mail from N.Oe. to Naitchez was marked STEAM at Natchesz,

I can think of only fwo explanstiouns: (1) that the cover is a freak; in this
case, that two or three such covers are freaks, (2) ™iat 211l that we think we

lmow about the marks STEAM, STEAMBOAT, and WAY is chaos and it is useless %o

write, study, or discuss further. Would you want to admit that?. T hope it will

. not be necessary. « After studying this letber and my letter in which I sent ;
you the covers for study, please give me further ideas. Yours sincerely, M




June 23, 1950,

YMr, Van ‘Dyk MacBride,
- 744 Broad St.,
Nowark 2, WeJs

Dear Heo:

Here is a copy of a letter I have today written Henry
Heyer, After due study of ‘the covers that he. gent me I now think
that there is litile guestion thut he is eorrect, = viz - that
the "Steam" murking on the Hilton lioses New Orleans cover was not
applied =l latchez, This would indicate that the lMoses cover
not originete at Few Orleans but was brought into that office by
a contract mall boaty This raises the question « Was this &
P, W.7, handstamped and sold in advance Dy the K,0. office or was
it merely handstamped as PAID when it was delivered to the P,0.7
Of course, the oubt=of-town wpiter could have supplied himself with
a supply of these "Provisional enveloves" but why not staups?

Did you note that the two postmarks are different - Note
the vlacement of the "R to the "0" of orieans, What is your guess
regarding these two? Was the "1E" an error and was crosced out?
_But why & different stauper to ‘correct the error?

Regards =

Yours etc.,

PeSe==-1 am sending Larry & copy of this letter,




June £3, 1950,

.Mr. Henry A, leyew,

‘ 516 Read St.
Evansvilie, Ind,

%

Dear Henry:

I have bLeen 80 busy I haven't had a echance to settle down
and go over your recent letters.

- In vour 1etterr of Aprs 9th you enclosed four very inter-
esting photo-prints, Again may I thank you for these,

_' Regarding Charleston, 8.0+ Feo coveorss Your print of the
Henry 1. Welch cover shows a 3¢ plus 12 (1851). I have always called
eovors like this ilate Charieston, .0, = "}n“'epaid WAY covers,”  Hows
~ever, this one 1s hondstanped "Stean=Boat,"  As you will recall the
“Shenfield cover has a 3¢ 1851 = the smue STRANBOAR" iiarking and a
large "2" - surely "Due" 2¢; In my Tetier £o you of April 12th, I

< ‘'put the guery to you -~ Mmabt 1= the answer? VWhy 27 on one and a fee of
‘3¢ on the othar? I have a record of a nuber of covers inte Charlese
Son showing 6¢ 1851 - plus 17 1857 but the Weleh cover seens. to be

. the only one marked "STHAN~BOAT." This nakes me wonder if the marking”
wag an errer? Did it actually -aridive at the Charleston P,0, from a
stean vessel? It could have been an orror in handstarping.

: Stean _'7_' » A Wery nice Ltem = 1% onl? have a regord of three
of these, ~ : : '

‘ Your letter off June 4th. I belisve that ny reuarks above
will be a reply to same, but I night add this possible theory - :
A regular U, S nail route by water into Charleston could have charpged
a Way T6e of 1¢ and, of eourse, such s fes could have been prepaild = :
Also a non=contract ship bringing a letter into Charleston was entitled
te a ship fee of 2¢. This may be the correct solution, : ,

Hatchegz STLAM - I aum returning herewith wilth wany thanks, your"
8ix(6) Hat®hez covers and your thirteen (13) New Orleans covers, I
your best sxanple is the 1849 cover addressed to Canton, Miss, In
my opinion this "Steam" was unquestionably applied at Natchez, end I spree
with you that this mrking i3 not the same as the one on the lilton Moses
eover, so that disposes of that puzsle. The "S" is quite distinctive .
and can easlly be identiffed,

I am sending & copy of this letter to MaeBride.
With regards =

o Sincerely yours,




EZRA D. COLE

Rare Postage Stamps
NYACK . NEW YORK

Commissions - Appraisals

TELEPHONE NYACK 7-0964

Wednesday July 12, 1950

Dea: Stan,

When you have youngsters you are only sure
of one thimg and that is that something will happen.
While we worry we have reached the stage now so that
we take them in stride. ©Susan is better and will
come home from the Hospital probably tomorrow so the
doctor advised us yesterday but of course he can't
be sure. What we will do then we don't know and I
will do my best to find out so we may be able to make
some plahs.

Re Western Franks, I was suspicious too.
But I did check with the finder and all his stories
checked up all right, and they checked with what he
told other people and if he had been making them or
making up the story he would have slipped up by now,
if not before, In my opinion if he was a faker he
would have had to have sources for his envelopes, genuine
used ones of course, from a new find. If he had these
he could make them of course but he could just as easily
made FAR RARER ones, more saleable ones and in better
condition. Besides this he could have asked MUCH higher
prices. He practically gave the first ones away, at such
a low price he would have lost money. And he don't have
any more. He sure would supply some more now he Knows
what they are worth if he makes them. All this is
Just my belief and not proof.

As to perhaps proof: They look all right
to me, I'v checked them with other covers. The ROUTES
check with known information. The warious advertisments
of the express check with dates in papers of the towns
where they ran and opperated. If they are fakes they
are clever ones I'll say that. If they are fakes he will
make some more and we will find out in due time,

Wrote you about the Knapp cover. I looked at
your photos and sent them back as promised for I did not

want anyone seeing them here or gett dope from
me. Yours, g

e




Or. W. Scott Polland,

Albert Bldg.,

San Rafael, Cal

Dear Dector:

.

July 7, 1950,

Here is a print of the cover that was
£}

by Jolm Stine, also a photo of

photo~print,

is only a face of & cover and the omer assures
"PORTO" of the addreas and postmark is "OPORTO,

The uze of this marking on a letter to
unaral, I am also gend

Portugal
zar prints of these

sent to me
The labter
we that the
PORTUGATL "
is most une
tWo.

I will repert later on the Confederate collection,

It 1= ny beliel that
declde to sell ib, it

rather than if gold se

-—

e

+h 1 «

("2

wld not he broken

Cordially yours,

up. - If you
bring abbetter price ag s whole,
parately.




el R S RS r st hhe - koS0 e T et R

MATTHEW E. HAZELTINE, M. D.
W. SCOTT POLLAND, M. D.
HOWARD HAMMOND JR., M. D.
ARNOLD A. NUTTING, M. D.
GRACE DICKSON KLEISER, M. D.

ALBERT BUILDING
SAN RAFAEL, CALIFORNIA
EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE

S
/&«%}t//bw
B - o o
Az %/J/’M%M%?Z/Z}:




MATTHEW E. HAZELTINE, M. D.
W. SCOTT POLLAND, M. D.
HOWARD HAMMOND JR., M. D.
ARNOLD A. NUTTING, M. D.
GRACE DICKSON KLEISER, M. D.

LLLLLLLLLLLLLL
SAN RAFAEL, CALIFORNIA
LEPH

éﬁg/,////%?mwyirf’;/;bm/
Sy et m
7T sl Sepets B ogH LD
ey Tl snlucly MR R e 7,
— )wwﬂ“"
g AR

W/w/%/ 7t ¢ ) oo lly



MATTHEW E. HAZELTINE, M. D.
W. SCOTT POLLAND, M. D.
HOWARD HAMMOND JR., M. D.
ARNOLD A. NUTTING, M. D.
GRACE DICKSON KLEISER, M. D.

EEEEEEEEE LDING

SAN RAFAEL, CALIFORNIA
EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE

£ ; B S
o ajﬁ% Lol & Dertlovilly
W’% ;5 toild virt /»/OW%'Z(
M‘j y LA 4 J
ik iy Al
S anddnd bt A



MATTHEW E. HAZELTINE, M. D.
W. SCOTT POLLAND, M. D.
HOWARD HAMMOND JR., M. D.
ARNOLD A. NUTTING, M. D.
GRACE DICKSON KLEISER, M. D.
BBBBBBBBBBBBBB

SAN RAFAEL, CALIFORNIA
TELEPHONE SAN RAFA
-

Jrtrd Al %&7 ;«f;éNﬂZqu;( bt s




Ry

May 26, 1950.

Dr., W, Seott Polland,
Albert Bldg., .
San Rafasl, Calif.

Dear Doctor:

Yours of the 25rd recelved with return of the One Cent
1851 cover, I ecannot Wlame you for turning it down as the cut
at the bottom is bad, However even though it is damaged I do
think 1t is worth the price because a strip from the bothom row
is a great rarity,

1 was interested in your remarks about the Ixpress covers
and/will awalt with interest further developments, T haven't a
doubt bub what Sdgar will go the limit in an effort to establish
the truthe &0 far, he has not mentioned a word to me, ‘

I have known for years back that Wiltsee had a large lot
of the Alexander M. Stephens correspondence but I have no recollsc-
tion where he obtained 1%, nor have I any recollection as to how
the Emory University obtained the material that they own., Back in
the early nineteen twentles I had a nunber of Stephens covers in my
Confederate collection that I acquired from time to time at auetion
and from dealers. I suppose most every prominent collection ofA}
Confederates has éxamples,

Phll Ward would probably know the story. Would yvou like
for nme to make inquiry of him?

I was not aware that you collected Confederates, but if
you do I have sone nice things for sale - In addition, I may have
a five-volume collaction placed in my hands to sell in tho neay
future, : |

With best wishes -

Cordiaily yours,



- The Story of

SPEAR’S EXPRESS

time to time about philatelic

“finds,” but little did I ever think
that I would be right in the center
of one. Some few months after the
1949 CALPEX-S. P. A. convention
in San Francisco, a friend of mine
said that he saw a reproduction of
an envelope in the official Tony
Russo Auction catalog that he had
“lots of”—well, I looked at him and
smiled. I've had many people say
that they had some “old rare”
stamps only to find that when I
saw them they were just a cigar
box full of the old German AIlO,
printed by the billions. I thanked
him politely, and tried to change the’
subject. He, however, was persis-
tent, and insisted upon my coming
over to his house some night to see

I HAVE heard many stories from

Two of the covers addressed to Jack Tree, which were amonglfhe "Find" described in the

* By NAT LEVY

them. Well, a month went by and
when he called me on the phone and
said he had them in front of him,
and, “yes, they were old envelopes
not unlike the ones in that catalog—
come on over’—I1 very impatiently
condescended to go over, just to get
the thing over with.

* He took me upstairs to an old un-
used room, much like a store-room,
and I immediately became interest-
ed in an old ship’s belaying pin and
a few other unusual articles. I for-
got all about the “envelopes” that
he wanted me to see, but when he
opened a grand old leather chest

“and uncovered a pile of “Harper’s

New Monthly Magazines” — 1855,
1856 and 1857, my eyes opened
widely. When he then showed me

a file-ledger with a bundle of Ex-

accompanying story by Nat Levy.
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press Covers, my eyes fairly flew
out of their sockets!

I told him I was very sure he had
some rare and valuable covers, and
quite naturally became extremely
interested—so much so that I ac-
tually forgot to go home until past
midnight. There were nearly fifty
Wells Fargo covers, from different
camps addressed to the same person
—a Jack Tree of Georgetown, also
Hells Delight. Both of these places
were old Gold-rush mining towns.
To see these almost gave me high
blood pressure, but they were
nothing to compare with what was
to follow! I saw five covers (later
1 was to learn that there were four
more) that were handstamped “‘Pio-
neer Express, Paid.” Harry Kon-
wiser has established these as very
rare. As I said before, all these
covers were addressed to the same
man: Jack Tree, who was a great
grandfather of my friend, and who,
luckily for philately, saved his en-
velopes. We could not find out
whether or not Jack Tree was a
store keeper, a surveyor or just an
old sourdough who got a lot of mail.
Anyway I acquired all of the Pio-
neers—my friend avas happy, and I
was in a dream. It was so late that
I had to tear myself away.

My friend went out of town the
next day, and I didn’t see him for
about three weeks. When he phoned
me one evening and said he found
some other “envelopes” down toward
the bottom of the chest, I didn’t
need a second invitation to go over
to his place and see what other
treasures he had uncovered, with

b u ”» A
emphasis on the affix, “cover”. We
sat down over a highball, and it
seemed to me that he was teasing
me because he made no attempt to
take me upstairs. When he could see
that I couldn’t hardly contain my-
self, he aggravatingly laughed at
me, but finally took me up to the
store-room. He lifted up a bunch
of papers and books, and there they
were!! Six express covers that I
never even heard of —Spear’s Ex-
press. Well, the best I could figure
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U. S. Cut Square Envelopes
in Progressive Packets

All fine d cut squares
~ all different

VAMOLIeHI Lists e iote ¢ e oo ots $1.50
BT2 240 varfeties ..cceccsvsscccan 3.30
/3 N B0svarietieai. . . 5 ueren s - sfezesisbe 4.40
F7d = 20 WA IR e 17 e o o e, o ¢ vt 5.75
EYb 26, varietles) . . .. sels o - sae i 8.00
E%6; 20 varletien, J.osusle .. s on e 8.756
BT 20 varietien! < emvises<sossos 12.26
B8 S 10 varetiea i dondas e sese 12.25
B9 LErwarleties’ ottt s <. 0 17.25
E80" =10y varfetless (il cagas i s 15.50
The entire series, constituting a collection
of 250 cut squares, only.......... $84.00

Our U. S. Price list £30-S is free.

A

R. J. Lewinson Co. /A
525 West End Ave., N.Y.27 N.Y.

OUR MAY SALE

will feature the

Superb United States
Collection
formed by

Mr. Edward A. Beard

It is not too early to reserve your
free copy of the illustrated cata~
logue. Write for it today.

JACK O. KING

D00 ¥ Street, N. W., Washington 4, D. C.

IT'S HERE!!!
New Issue Plate Block Service '
18¢c Each
‘ The Next 10 3c Plate Blocks .

Starting with
. Statue of FREEDOM—$2.10 pp. '

¢ WANTED!!! B
PROVIDENT LOAN TICKETS '
COLLECTIONS — SMALL LOTS —
ACCUMULATIONS

SUPREME STAMP SERVICE )

GRAND CENTRAL STATION
Box 1213 (St.) New York City 17 .

U.S. COVERS CACHETED 1ST DAYS
Engraved Artcraft & Cachetcraft. FREE
F. D. Cover with new price list to all
sending a 3¢ mint commemorative to cover
postage.

Carter Stamp & Cover Exchange
197 Prentice St. Springfield 4, Mass.

_

NICARAGUA

Breaking up an unused collection em-
bracing many fine to very fine at 656%
discount. | also have one imperf pair
Bl 4513617, 20, 21 22,
25 26. Prices upon request.

225 W. Tlst St.,
EMIL FRIED New York, N. Y.

WE BUY ANYTHING

Don’t bother to write; just send us what-
ever you have to sell. WE WILL MAKE
AN OFFER, whether it be a stock, a col-
lection, sheets, Mint, Blocks, Used, Covers,
Accumulations or Job Lots! We said
ANYTHING! Clean out your closet.

FIDELITY STAMP CO.
805 “G” St., N.W., Washington 1, D, C.
U. 8. Stamp and Cover List Free!

ASK ABOUT OUR WEEKLY AUCTIONS

STAMPS + April 22,1950
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is -the plate alone that identifies the
rarity.

It is interesting to note the catalog
quotations on other rarities which in
some respects resemble this one. The
100 copies of the von Steuben imperf.
are given a total value of $20,000.00.
Should it be claimed that the 2 Harding
imperforate 14870 blocks should reach
that figure since the total value of the
variety is in the two pieces, or that a
comparison is out of order because plain
copies of the Harding imperf. are not in
themselves rare?

In that event, one might make com-
parisons with a cataloged plate number
which is not rare, and which in itself is
a rather drab item to own—plate 7942
rated at $25.00 per block in imperforate
form. This is the number on the sheets
containing the S5c error, and unless the
plate is in a block large enough to con-
tain the error, it looks to me like a lost
button. No plate number collector would
call it rare for there are 400 examples in
existence, Total catalog value of the
imperf. 7942 2c plates >—$10.000.00.

How, then, would you choose to rate
the 2 imperforate Harding 14870 blocks,
bearing in mind that they are the only
ones in existence, and that their origin
makes them unique?

Butler County Philatelic Soc.
Eighth Annual Exhibition

HE Butler County Philatelic Society

of Butler, Pennsylvania, will hold
their Eighth Annual Stamp Exhibition
and Open House on Saturday and Sun-
day, May 6 and 7, 1950, in the Display
Room of the Standard Motor Company,
North Main and Brady Streets, Butler,
Pennsylvania.

The Exhibition will consist of approxi-
mately eighty frames of material all
owned by the Society’s members. This
exhibition and the Bourse of 12 well-
known dealers will be free to the public
from 12 noon until 10 P.M. on Saturday,
May 6, and from 10 A.M. until 5 P.M.
on Sunday, May 7. All collectors are
cordially invited to attend to view the
exhibition and meet the other collectors
and dealers who will be present from the
Tri-State District.

There will be a dinner for all mem-
bers, their wives and the visiting collec-
tors and dealers at 6:15 P.M., May 6. It
will be a good, home-cooked meal served
by the ladies of St. Peter’s Episcopal
Church, the regular meeting place of
the Society.

The following are serving as members
of the Show Committee: Arnold L. Adel-
son and Clarence D. Kepple (Co-Chair-
men), R. F. Sandbach, George G- Lip-
pert, John J. Beneigh, John Robb, Paul
E. Smith, William D. McLean, Jr., Fred-
erick J. Helm, J. Garland Marks, Frank
J. Penar and H. W. Boyd.

Those desiring information relating to
the Bourse and Dinner reservations, or
hotel accommodations, may communicate
with the Chairman of Publicity and
Bourse—/. Garland Marks, 424 East
Pearl St., Butler, Pa., Phone 29-443.

6,000 Sets!

This unique stock is listed completely in our three
volume catalog e.

SENT FREE TO AMERICAN READERS ON

REQUEST

Here is an opport: nity for you to take a personal
advantage of devaluation. Below we list a few selected
sets from Holland ang,Colonies. b

All the others are in stock at similar advantageous
prices. Also a vast selection of single stamps, for
which we invite want-lists.

NETHERLANDS

Scott No.
90,101 1913
124/134 1923
137,139 1924
196/99 1933

Independence Set. . ... (12) $47.50
25th Anniversary. . ... (11) 16.80
Philatelic Exhibition...( 3) 4.20
William of Orange. . ..( %{ .40

B4/5 1923 CRarIE e s o s Basivias ( 1.40
B9/11 1925 Child Welfare. . .....: (3) .35
B12/15 1926 Child Welfare. .......( 4) ,ZS
B21/24 1927 Child Welfare. ....... (4) .55
B25/32 1928 Olympic Games. . . . .. (8 1.40
B33/36 1928 Child Welfare. . ...... (4) .55
B37/40 1929 Child Welfare. ....... (4) -55
B41/43 1930 Rembrandt........... (3 .70
CURACADO
75/81 1923 Jubileess:. e n e (7) 30.80
110/126 1934 Centanary. < o.ieis.aelo (17) 36.40
DUTCH INDIES
151/157 1923 Juhilaes s o cele e s ( 12.60
164/188 1933/7 1c-22.50...... 12.60
B4/7 1930  Child Welfare (4) 1.20
B8/11 1931 Leper Charity........ 1.76
Bi12/15 1932 Salyation Army....... 1.25
B21/24 1935 Military Charity......(4) 1.70
C1/56 1928 Air Mail.......... (5) 2.45
SURINAM

109/115 1923 Jubilee! . ... oniinne.(7) 20.40
B4/‘/7 1928  Green Cross. 1.40
B8/11 1929  Green Cross.... (4) 2.25
B12/15 1931 Child Welfare. . e A 3) 2.00
C8/14 1931 DO R e s ()2 29000,

All stamps in perfect mint condition.

GARRICK STAMPS

(Members B.P.A.)
16, Charing Cross Road,

London, W. C. 2 England

b N 24 R
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. WANT LISTS

Did you know that, since 1923, one of
our SPECIALTIES is filling want lists
2 PROMPTLY and CORRECTLY at at-
tractive discounts on catalog prices?

Over 70,000 different varieties ‘or sin-
gles in our stock ervables us_to give
;OL; a QUICK AND BETTER SERVICE.
Our stock of singles covers ALL coun-
tries of the World A to Z, used or
unused, 19th or 20th Centuries.

Do you know that through our want
list service we sell mm'c‘:-:!:lnnm than
many dealers put together? p.

NN

Send us your Want Lists in full con-
fidence, give us two Commercial refer-
ences and get your wants on approval
for eight days. P 4
Try us and you will be mm\:inm:d th:al
{ our s:rvi(-e will (save you ’ll.\l_'l‘: AN)I}
¢ MONEY. WE HAVE THE ‘h'l.\.)ll.\
{ YOU NEED AND OUR PRICES WILL
! PLEASE YOU.

New York 17, N.

# New York Stamp Co., Inc.
b 559 Fifth A\\'enu;-'. ;

$10.00 WORTH OF
WOW !! cyn — onLY 10

What a treasure hunt! Big package 500
FOREIGN STAMPS — just as received
from Foreign missions, other sources. In-
cludes stamps from Africa, South Amer-
ica. Philippines, Free French, Somali, Pal-
estive, ete., including air mails, commem-
oratives and stamps worth up to 25c¢ each.

This amazing offer is given for 10c to
serious approval applicants only, one fo a
qustomer. money back if not more thap
delighted.

JAMESTOWN STAMP CO.
Dept. 50 Jamestown, N. Y.
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1, on DIFFERENT S
BULOUS YEMEN RO

This is your
one and only
chance to own
the first § val-
ves of a set
that has never
been sold for
less than $20
nnywhun —
anytime. The
Yemen Roosevelt set the rarest, most sought-
after of all the commemoratives in honor of
.D.R. Not 1 collector in 10,000 will ever own
this sat or have the chance to buy it. It's yours
as fust one item among hundreds lnzluded in
this special collection of 1,011 f
and unusuol stamps. You also get the rare and
beautiful Russion World's Fair lmpuh—c
striking and complete set — 1950 list price
$2.00. Plus the U. S. Cipex miniature sheet
with reproductions of the very first U. S.
stomps ever lmud—ouv 100 yeors ago. Odd
shapes t and di ds from Li-
berio, Tannu 'uvn, Monaco—fantastic 8 sided
Thessaly Military stomp ond many, many other
intriguing stamps and sets from a long list of
for awoy places from Aden to Zanzibar.

AN EXTRAORDINARY COLLECTION

You get o regular $10.50 for only $1—to in-
troduce our famous Bargain Foreign Approvals.
Send $1 today—Ask for lot .57,

ZEN'TH Eﬂ. 95 NASSAU ST, N.Y. T, N. Y.

BRITISH COLONIES
GERMAN (OLS. & OFFICES

My stock embraces many fine to
v. fine at 60% to 65% discount.

Your want list will receive my prompt
attention.

225 W. 7ist St.,
EM“‘ FRIED New )orl‘\, N. Y.

France, Fr. Cols. and Free.French—New
Algeria, fruits (3) $.37; Andorra 100f Air $.39
New Hebrides, U.P.U. (8) .60

Ft., Moroseo;, 5. Anniv. ... .ie.ikvevbon v 12
France, Algeria,

J 6] BT UT VIR S S GO R SO e = L .07
Tunisia, 100 and 200f Air................. 1.15

Cpl. price-list sent free on request.

BRYANT PARK STAMP COMPANY
505 5th Ave.,, New York 17, N. Y.

$1.00

Complete Mint au})erb set of Flags
(overrun nations) 13 U. S. He stamps
Plus Complete Mint, supmb set of U. S.
Roosevelts, Plus
Superb Used Wide Margin Copies of
the Hc and 10c 1847 (Pictured) re-
issued by U. S. Gov't in 1947 on the
100th Anniversary of U. S. Stamps.
U. S. Approvals Accompany
References Appreciated

J. MERRITT BRUNDIGE [ﬁk

Cambridge, N. Y.
S W W S W

FILLING WANT LISTS
For
U.P.U.'s
LUXEMBOURG
LIECHTENSTEIN
FRANCE AND SAAR

Write to a Specialist
Write Today

MAURY SWARTZ
9909 Lorain Ave., Silver Spring, Md,

Member: APS and SPA
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was, and that after consulting some
of the experts on the Pacific Coast;
Spear, of the now famous Tracy
Spear, who ran between Placerville
and Georgetown and connected with
Wells Fargo, either had his own
express and later joined with Tracy,
or possibly these Spear’s Express
covers were used after a split with
Tracy and he formed his own com-
pany, using the identical route.

In describing the covers, in the
left upper corner, was a rectangle
ornate border in which appeared
“Spear’s” and below it “Express;”
outside the border and below it was
“paid.”

The letter was sent from Placer-
ville, carried by Spear’s to George-
town. From there, “Pioneer” hand-
stamped it and carried it to its des-
tination, which was Bogus Thunder.
We know that Tracy Spear carried
from Placerville to Georgetown, and
had a connection with Pioneer who
carried from Georgetown to Bogus
Thunder, Hells Delight, Volcano
and other small camps. We can only
presume that it was the same Spear
who followed the identical route as
Tracy Spear.

All six of these covers were ad-
dressed to our friend of nearly a
hundred years ago, Jack Tree, and
they were all nicely preserved and
clearly handstamped on U10 enve-
lopes.

The moral of this story you: can
guess: If a friend phones and says
he has some “rare” old stamps, drop
everything and tear over to him,
even if he describes them over the
phone as the 1889 German Imperial
Eagle number 48, used—don’t be-
lieve him.

New York Stamp Roundup
STAMP Roundup, open to all, will
be held Sunday, May 21, 1950 from

10:30 A.M. to 5 P.M. in the East Room,

12th Floor, Cornish Arms Hotel, 311 W.

23rd St., New York, N. Y., right at the

23rd Street Station of the 8th Avenue

Subway. Ample unrestricted parking is

available all day on the 23rd Street block

on which the hotel is situated.

The New York Precancel Stamp Club
is host, but the Roundup is designed to
attract collectors in all fields of philately.
Bring swapping or selling stock in all
branches; ample tables are provided.

There is no admission or table fee, but
the group expects to raffle off some mate-
rial or take up a voluntary silver collec-
tion to defray costs of the quarters.

o
PACEE Exhibit

The second annual exhibit of
PACEE (Philatelic Activities Consoli-
dated Edison Employees) will be held
from April 24 to 29, 1950 in the nine-
teenth floor auditorium of the Consoli-
dated Edison Building at 4 Irving Place,
New York City.

CHOICE MINT AIRS

Special Offers
PANAMA

L. W, CHABLAT

Mint Airmails Exclusively ‘
180 Broadway New York 7, N. Yi

e

USED

FOREIGN AIRMAIL STAMFPS

The 1950 Price and Check List of eve
for airmail stamp is now availak
Price 50c¢ which is deduetible.

GEORGE HERZOG, INC.

68 Nassau Street, New York City 7, N.

= At

AIR LETTER SHEETS

6514 SMITH AVE. NORTH BERGEN I, N.
THE FIRST ONE

IRAQ issued the first Air Letter on July 15, 1
Do you have it in your collection? A nicely engral
15 fils blue-green stamp is imprinted on white pa
Border and etiquette is in blue. A very afttrac
item cataloging $10.00. Collecting of air letters b
unknown then,very few were saved. A lucky purck
enables the offer of an unused copy for $6.95.

U.P.U. AIR LETTERS

Denmark Mint § .25 Cancelled §
Iceland Mint .30 Cancelled
Norway Mint .30 Cancelled
Sweden 2 Diff. Mint .20 Cancelled

Iraq set of 3 U.P.U. stamps, Cancelled...
What Do You Need in Air Letters?
Doubt It Can be Supplied. Drop

Us a Line and Find Out.

USED AIRMAILS

Guatemala | C21... .
C1 .30

All very fine copies. Send vour want list for o
used airmails on approval,

W. H. ADAMS

Box 2053—Sta, D Evansville, I

U. S. & FOREIGN BOUGHT & SO
U.P.U.'s

of the world, complete in stocld

%peci'alizing in' N.ethe(r]anis '& C::;Iom

9

many other countries.

ROYAL STAMP CO.
116 Nassau St. New York 7, N.

WANTED
STAMP PROPERTIES, LARGE OR §
For Sale in Our
AUCTIONS
Or Outright Cash Purchase
JOHN W. NICKLIN

Pioneer of Aerophilately
110 W. 42nd St., New York 18, N.

April 22,1950 + STAM







MATTHEW E. HAZELTINE, M. D.
W. SCOTT POLLAND, M. D.
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July 7, 1060,

o

Dr. W, Scoft Polland,
Albert Bldg.,
San Rafael, Callifl,

Dear Doctor:

T am in receint of wvours of the 3rd enclosing the
"Snearts TZX”)T'GSS“ CoOvar, 1 want Lo malke a phobs ;’:'_ﬁap::'l ol this
ot Wave run coampletely oub of photographlc plates. Per=
haps a new supply will arpive tomorrow and if so I will getd
the covor right back to you, Strange to state, I have a har
timeé obtaining from the Fastman Store a sulficient supply of
the kind that I use (panchromatic),

Re = the above egover - It would be foollsh for wme
to comuent on this as my knowledge of Hxiress covers l1s
practically nil, (Bdgar will confirm), However, this has a
rather convineing look and it 1= something I would not questions

Regerds =

Yours oto.,




July 11, 1950.

Drs W, seott PO].land,
Albert Bldg.,
San Rafael,; Calif,

Dear Doctor:

Nat Lewy sent ue a photostat of the ad that he
mentioned in his first letters He stated he found it in
the 5.Fe lorning Bulletin of Har, 16, 133« It reads as
follows: . -

"E%J?RALDA S3TAGE LINE,
Carrying the ?.u.Mails
and
© Wells, Pargo & Co.'s Ixpress
Leaves Carson City for Aurora
daily, on arrival of stages Trom
Virginia Cit, connecting with
the PIO‘FKR STAG 35 from
CaliTornia

Wellington, Dorg; i C:.
M PO —§e or

BeSwlft, General Superinbendent

VH 16 - 3u"

I made a photo of the above, Vould you like to

have a print? I don't suppose he would have eny objection

bnt perhaps it wonld be advisable not %o mention same,
With regards -

 Yours ote.,



July 8 1950

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook
Fort Thomas, Ky.

- LDear ilr. Ashbrook:

I enjoyed reading your very
fine letter of the 3rd and particularly like
your attitude towards "phonies".

In digging for material on
Dorsey & Swift, I went through the files and
0ld newspapers hardly expecting to find any-
thing, but can you imagine how I reacted when
my eye fell on Esmeralda Stage Line (my first
impression of course was that I never even
heard of that line) but when my eye came across
E. Swift and then Dorsey, I almost jumped off
the chair! I've been having my share of sur-
prises lately, in covers, but this one was almost
psychic, because I could hardly velieve that I
found what I was looking for! Anyway I insist
that that Swift and that that Dorsey are my people,
and if anybody can prove otherwise he'd surely
break my heart.

Enclosed is a negative photo-
stat from which youa can easily have a positive
made and at your leasure--- but -- please return
it when you are finished with it because it is
the only one that I have. It is enlarged almost
twice for readability. I think I told you that
it was from the S.F. Morning Bulletin, Mar. 16, '63.
Note the lower right hand corner.

Cordially, “~— /4
,/ ;“'&/ N L« 7

587 47 th A Y ENUE . S AN FRANCISCO 20187 CALIFORNIA
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July 5 1950

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook
o N.Ft. Thomas Ave.
Fort Thomas, Ky.

Dear Mr. Ashbrook:

Your very nice letter just
came and I shall have a photostat of the
advertisement made and will send the negative
to you as soon as I get it back.

Do you ever have any Western
Express covers for sale? I need a Kennedy Exp.
also Holland's Express, Everts, Snell, and a
La forte Express along with many others.

I'm pretty well covered as far
as Wells , Fargo & Co. goes.

Thanks again for your very
interesting letter. I will send the 'stat as I
said, in a few days.

Very cordially,

S ey
Nat Levy e
SPA 14185 )

A Y ENUE . S AN FRANCISCO 2R CALIFORNIA

e
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July 12,.1950.

Mr, Nat Levy,
587 - 47th Ave,,
San Francisco 21, Calif.

Dear Mr, Levy:
Your two letters of the 5th and 8th received,

Thanks very much for sending me the photostat
which I am returning herewith. It is very interesting
and I will be glad to include the data in my files on the
Dorsey & Swif't cover,

Incidentally, I do very little In Western
Franks and uy knowledge of the speclalty is practlcally
zero, I very seldom have any for sale, and regret %o
state that I have none to offer at present,

Again thanks for your kindness,

Sincerely yours,
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. MARCHANT
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June 8, 1960,

%

ir. Edgar B, Jessup,
% MARCHANT
1475 Powell St.,
Oakland, Calif,

Dear Edgar;

Ploase take good care of the &nclosed and
return to me. If you are interested Iin this cover
I will Be glad to try and obtain it for you. If
his price is too high give nme the dope and IV1l write
hin, ;

Regards =

Yours etc.,

A



I



___ MARCHANT

CALCULATING MACHINE COMPANY ——

OAKLAND, CALIFORNIA

EDGAR B.JESSUP ]u_ne 12, 1950

PRESIDENT

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook
33 North Fort Thomas Avenue
Fort Thomas, Kentucky

Dear Stanley:

I have several things about which to write to you but
you are undoubtedly in a hurry in regard to the “Collect”
handstamped within a rectangular box.

The only covers I have with this marking and it usually
carries an extra postage, are those that went all the
way through “outside of the mail,”

I have the ten cent to which you refer and a three
cent ’57 as well as a three cent ’ 61. There may be
others.

We are of the opinion that the Wells Fargo Company felt
the regular postage should be paid in addition to their
frank, They collected their frank but insisted upon the
sender placing the correct postage on the envelope in
U.S. adhesives and therefore when there was a multiple
rate it was taken care of by the exra stamp and this

hand stamp “Collect” was placed on there so Wells Fargo
could get the extra postage at the other end.

We feel quite certain that the weighing and determining
of extra postage was done by Wells Fargo since the
sender, who might have been a miner in a crude dugout,
would have no wey of determining whether or not the
letter was overweight.

A




NORCHAMNT caLCULATING MACHINE COMPANY

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook -2- June 12, 1950

This may be a rather hazy description but I thought
you might be answering a question for someone s0 I hasten
to send it to you, rather briefly but promptly.

Incidentally, I consider my ten cent cover with type I and
type II tied on it, on a plain envelope with a red Wells Fargo
frank, to be one of my rarest covers.

I have your letter of June 8 with regard to the Dorsey and
Swift cover. I have one now in my collection and the photo -
stat which you sent me, and which I am returning herewith,
is an enlarged print of my own clipping. Who in the world
is John W, Stine. Is he one of God’s Chosen People? All
of these covers, and many others which Dr. Polland and
many others feel are not quite Kosher, have been supplied
the local collecting fraternity, of which I am one, by men
of that particular persuasion. Many of them are suspicious
but I seem to take one of each, trying my best to be a -
first-class sucker if anything is wrong and a wise guy if
\they turn out to be right.
M I am going to an Oakland meeting tonight at which Tracy
is to give a lecture on plating and I have asked Dr. Polland
W to be my guest. I am not going to seal this letter until we
A s meet for dinner for he may have an additional message
M oA for you and I know he is going to get a great kick out of
W ¥ W’ your boy friend, Stine, now having some of these covers
M 0—5\ M which heretofore have been distributed by Nat Levy and
M

Mil} Bisner.

/ MWith kindest regards and another promise to write soon,
J# W I remain,

Sincerely yours

Edgar /]essup

President and
General Manager

EB]:M



June 15, 1960,

]

Nre Edo/gar B. Jessup,
% MARCHANT

1475 Powell St.,

Oakland, Calif,

Dear Hdgar:

I was surprised to learn that the W, F, & Co. Fank
might be bad, Who is Stine? All I know about him is that
he is a small dealer over in Edwardsville, Ill, I have had
some correspondence with him in recent years and I think I
sold him a few Illinois stampless covers, I don't lmow whether
he 1s jJewish or not,  Perhaps yes, perhaps no. A name don't
mean much these days, I enclose a copy of a letter I have
written him and if he don't choose to come ¢lean and give me
all the facts, I will lay the whole case bofore the A.P.S.
Board provided Dr, Polland and you agree that I should do s0.
Stine 1s an A.P.S, member #19381,

When I run into & case such as this, I can generally
force some co-operation by a threat to refer it to the A.P. 8.

I am sending a copy of this letbter to Dr. Polland
with copy of my letter to Stine.

With regords -

YO’IB‘B etc Ly

Copy to Dr. Polland,









June 15, 1950.

m. JOhn WQ StinO,

821 Kingshighway,
/ Bdwardsville, Ill.

Dear Yr., Stine:

Further referring to yours of the 3rd, I am
reliably informed that there is grave doubt thn{ the cover
that yovu are offering is not genuine, therefore, my advice
to you is to have it authenticatéd by the Hxpert Committee
of the Philatelic Foundation, New York City.

1 would like very much to have & photographic
record of it for my files, Will you loan it to me for that
purpose? I will return it to you the same day of receipt
and will pay the registration postage both wayse

3 I would like very much to know the source of this
cover - Would you mind telling me from whom you obtained it -
and if so, would you object to showing me the correspondence?

It is suspected that certain people - one or more <
in the San Francisco area - have been making covers similar
to yours and disposing of them to innocent buyers, Whether
this is true or not, I do not know, and my only interest in
cases such as this, is to try and protect lnnocent buyers,

I would greatly appreciate your full co-operation
go that we can present this matter to the Board of the A.P.S.

With kindest regards =

Cordially yours,

P, S.=-I will hold your photestat and drawing of cover pending
your reply.

i 8.B. A.



Copy

821 Kingshighway
Edwardsville, Ill

June 19, 1950

VYDear ¥r. Ashbrook:

Your letter of 6-15-50 received and I am most surprised
at the intimations expressed regarding the cover I offered you.

Some time ago I sent an unusual cover to a gentleman
who professes to be an expert in things philatelic and is gener-
ally regarded so. At first he was enthusiastic, but he wanted to
consult a super - expert, The super - expert raised doubts in
his mind so he turned the cover down, Subsequently I sent the
gsame cover to another gentleman who 1s as well-informed about such
matters as anybody in the U.S.A. He bought the cover without
hesitation and probably resold it to one of his well-informed
clients at a nice profit, Since then a similar cover was sold at
a prominent auction, and, as far as I know, nobody has questioned
its authenticity, In this interim I have sold this gentleman two
additional covers that were as unusual as the first one, and he
has likewise seen the cover I offered to you. If there was any
doubt in his mind as to the spuriousness of this cover, I am certain
that a man of his integrity and reputation would have mentioned the
fact to me, )

I am the last person in the world who would knowingly
offer anybody something as genuine which was not so. But since a
lot of these things are determined by people's congectures and
there is no anamimity of agreement among experts, I am inclined to
disagree with the suspicions which have been aroused about these
covers, The man from whom I got the cover is a well known collector
and all his transactions have been above board with me. His covers
have been offered to other dealers so there is no secrecy involved
anywhere, so I would not think of turning his correspondence over
to anyone, If he at any time requested me personally to do so I
would do it, but I am not the kind of a guy to turn anybody's per-
sonal correspondence over to somebody without his knowledge and
consent,

I will be glad to have a photostat made of this cover for
you if you desire one for your files.

Sincerely yours,

(signed) John W, Stine,









June 21, 1950,

Mr. Jolm W, Stine,

821 Kingshighway,
Ldwardsville, Ill,

Dear Mr, Stine:

I am in receipt of yours of the 19th which I have
carefully noted, In my former letter I had no intention of
_offending you or any friend of yours, I was merely t to
do you a favor and at the same time acting in the best erests

of philately.

When I find a case where & questionable article is
being offered I try to loecate the source of the item - so that
I can stop the sale to some innocent buyer. In practically all
cages I receive one hundred percent co-operation,

Would you mind reporting to your friend from whom you
obtained the cover, that you offered the cover to me and that I
referred 1t to one *whom I congider the best authority in the
country on Westerm Franks, He did not conderm the cover but
gtated that gimllar items had been guestioned in some quarters
and that a thorough investigation was being mades For the sake
of what 1s honest and right in an effort to stop eroocked philatelic
practices would it be asking too much of your friend to got in
touch with me, 8o that his whole-<hearted assistance and co-operation
would help us in our endeavor? There is no desire to do anyone an
injustice or to condemn any mmpioioul item until the truth has
been definitely established,

- I think that the "experts" that infest philately are
more desirable than otherwise - swure ehoy do 8016 good and even
though many errors are undoubtedly "experts" are only
human and are thorotom capable of mk.tng nﬂ.atakol-

Rathor than a photostat of your cover I would much prefer
to have a photograph which I will make myself, If you will loan
the cover to me I will return it the same day of receipt.

I note that you are A.P.8. No. 19381,

Sincerely yours,
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June 26, 1950.

lMir. Jomn W. Stine,
821 Kingshighway,
idwardsville, I1l.

Dear lr. Stine:

Thanks very much for your kindness in the loan
of the IixXpress cover.

I have made a photograph and I will send you a
print later,

I do not know anything about Western Franks or
Express markings but, to me, this cover looks perfectly

genuine, I really see no reason why anyone should question

it Under the circumstances do you not think it would be
a good thing to send it to the Phillatelic Foundation and

have their IExpert Cormittee pass on it?

I return also the photostat and drawing that you
gent me in your former letter,

S8incerely yours,




¢ I8 .4

June 29 1950

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook
Ft. Thomas, Ky.

Dear ilr. Ashbrook:

Mr. Stine of Edwardsville forward-
ed to me your letter referring to my Dorsey & swift
Express covers. I appreciate your very worthy
attempt to keep philateley on the high plane that it
deserves, but truly, I thought that you were a little
rough in describing my material. I assure you that
the man &rom whom I obtained the covers is above re-
proach. I described my contact with him ( I have
known him for fifteen years ) in an article that I
wrote about the "find" in the April 22, 1950 issue
of Stamps which I am enclosing. The Dorsey & swift
was a part of the whole find.

In digging for information relative
to the latter express company, I spent over two weeks
at the Bancroft Library at the University of Califor-
nia and finally came upon an ad. that showed where
an E.Sift was the General Superintendent for a line
called the Esmeralda Stage Line, Wellington & Dorsey,
operaters. Evidently, Dorsey took his Superintendent,
Swift, and formed their own express omer the identical
route-- Aurora to Carson or Virginias and connecting
with Wells Fargo. The covers are hand stamped on
Wells Fargo franks with the exception of two that
are on plain UdY%s with but the hand stamp and paid.
The ad ran in the San Francisco Bulletin, March 17,
1863. I can send you a photostat copy of it if you
willpromise to return it as it is the only one that I
have.

oincerely yours,

NAT
SPA 14185 | eevy

47 th AVYENUE U S AN FRANCISCO 251 CALIFORNIA



June: 29 1950

Mr. Stanley B. Aghbrook
Ft. Thomas,  Ky.

Dear Mp, Ashbrook:

Mr, Stine of Edwardsville forwarded to me
your letter referring to my Dorsey & Swift Express
covers, 1 appreciate your very worthy attempt to
keep philateley on the high plane that it deserves,
but truly, I thought that you were a little rough in
describing my material. I assure you that the man
from whom I obtained the covers is above reproach,

T described my contact with him (I have known him

for fifteen years) in an article that I wrote about the
"find" in thé April 22, 1950 issue of Stamps which I

am enclosing. The Dorsey & Swift was a part of the
whole find.

In digging for information relative to the
latter express company, I spent over two weeks at the
‘Bancroft Library at the University of California and
finally came upon an ad, that showed where an E,Sift
was the General Superintencdent for a line called the
Esmeralda Stage Line, Wellington & Dorsey, operaters.
Evidently, Dorsey took his Superintendent, Swift, and
formed their own express over the identical route--
Aurora to Carson or Virginia and connecting with Wells
Fargoe, The covers are hand stamped on Wells Fargo franks
with the exception of two that are on plain U598 with
but the hand stamp and paid, The ad ran in the San
Francisco Bulletin, March 17, 1863, I can send you a
photostat copy of it if you will promise to return it as
it is the ohly one that I have.

Sincerely yours

(signed) Nat Levy |
SPA 14185
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July 3, 1950,

Mr. Nat Levy
; 587 - 47th Ave,,

San Francisco 11, Calif,

Dear iMr, Levy:

Thanks very much for your kind letter of the 20th
which was most welcome I ean assure you,

There is one thing that I would especially dislike
to do and that is to condemn any philatelic item that is
gemuine, lr, Stine sent e a2 rough sketch of the cover that he
had, not the covor itself, and I sent it down East to a client
and inquired if it was anything in which he night be interested,
I informed him that I lmew nothing about Westorn Franks in
faet, sent hin My, Stine's letter, In reply, he adviaea me to
be careful as he had been informed by a friend that thoe oval
Express mark on the cover was under suspicion., I assumed that’
he was no doubt correct and my letter to Mr. Stine was the result,

My purpose was Lo get in touch with the person who had
submitted the cover to Hr, Stine, This is a course that I always
try to pursue when any questionable or suspected items pass thru
my hands, I don't know why I should attempt to police Americen
Philately but occasionally my efforts do some little good I am sure,

Mre Gtine was vepy indignant that I had questioned his
cover but I explained in a subsequent letter that I had the best
of intentions and had no desire to cast suspicion on any genuine
item, He then sent the cover to me, I made a photograph of it, and
when I returned it I informed hinm, that wnite I possessed no knowledge
vhatsoever of such items that the cover did look gemuine to me,

I would 1like to have a copy for my files of the advertise=
ment of 1863 as mentloned in your letter and if you will be s¢ kind
as to loan it to me I will re 1t to you by air mail the same date
of receipt. Stamped addressed envelope he th.

I return your article from "Stanps" « I read this with
mach interest at the time it appeared, in fact, I clipped it and put
1t in a speecial scrap book.
| Again assuring you of my appreciation of your letter, I am

Sincerely yours,




Dr. W. Seott Polland,
Albert Bldg.,
San Rafael, Calif.

Dear Doctor:

Much to my surprise I received a letter this morning
. from Mr, Nat Levy of San Francisceo, Herewith a copy and also a
copy of my reply., To throw him off the secent I stated that I
had submitted the Stine drawing of the cover to a client down
Easte, I hope he belisves me and has no occasion to suspect that
I had been in touch with Edgar or you, I am sending coples to

Edgar,

In this connection, please treat the following as
strictly confidential, I realize that it is a bit unethical to
quote from a semi-confidential letter but knowing your interest in
this matter, I inquired of Ezra Cole if he had been offered any
of these covers, The following is from a letter of his under date
of July lst, quote:

. "With referencé to the Spear and Company Express and the
Dorsey and Swift Express, These are all right, A fellow in Calie
fornia made a couple of little finds. I am sure Jessup and Polland
and almost everybody else got somé, In one lot there was eight or
ten and the other one five or six, I got two or three of each Trom
the original finder and I have sold them, I was susplclous to be=-
gin with wntil I got all the information and it all checks up and 1is
all right, The thing that makes everybody suspicious about them 1is
that mst of them were very niece, but not all, They have heen very
well kept all these years, However, two or three were in pretty
poor condition, so it certainly was a find, I don't know who would
question these things.

Re = the Wiltsee Confeds, This is Monday = at 2 P.M, and
up to this writing I have not had any word from the express package.
I will send you an air card when it arrives. I will be interested
in your comment on the Levy letter,

Sincerely yours,
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June 23, 1950.
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Mr., ldgar B. Jessup,
% MARCHANT
1475 Powell St.,
Oakland, Calif,

%

Dear Edgar:
Your air letter of the 21lst came this morning,

, . Re = the suggestion for a column by Ward in "STAMPS,"

" here is the reply that I received f rom Harry. Please return.

I can appreciate his viewpoint and I don't suppose he could take
Ward away from lekeel's, If Ward's revival of his "NEWS" meant

that he would discontinue his colunm in Mekeel's I do hope that

he gives up the idea,

Note the second paragraph of Harpry's letter, This rofers
to the Ixpert Comndlttee of the Pei"s I sent them a Brattleboro cover
the middle of Marech ~ 1 got it back several days ago. Boggs held
it over three months. The Ixpert Comnlttee is heconing an actual
Joke, and I attribute it all to Win Boggs.

£ I understand that they have just okayed the 54-10¢ 1847
Knapp fake - Lot #2284 in the first Knapp sale, Look it up - This
cover originally had a 5¢ 1847 and the postumark read, "5 CT8" « -
Some faker added the 10¢ stamp sideways and painted a "I" before the
"5" in the postmark - You can see what a lousy amateur Job it is -
The P.F, has just issued a certificate that the cover is genuine.
Isntt that perfectly terriblelll The fact is that Philadelphla never
had a postmark with "15,"

: Henry leyer of livansville, has been running a series of
articles in the S.PeA. Journal on "ﬁay" and "Steamboat" markings and
in the June Issue he has quite a long article on "Ship" markings, I
think that it B4 his intention to have these articles (after revision)
published in booklet or book forms He wants to include the S.F. marke
ing, 7%?EAM-PANAMA." I quote as follows from a letter from him dated
June 203

"You know the mark STEAM, PANAMA in oval, I enclose a
prints Do you know who in Panama applied it? The U.S. maill agent?
Or did a postmaster Tn Panamd handle such details for the U,S.7 Or
did we have an actual exchange office there? And where as the person
or office who applied it located? In Panama City? In Aspinwall? If
you know, I am anxious to find out., This is a U.5, mark, is it not?
- And if so, it should be included in my steam list,"

Do you care to make any comment? If so, I will pass it on
o hin, g

One more point ~ Have you any covers showing the following
. stbaight~line marking -

"CHINA « STHAM"




#2. Mr, Edgar B, Jessup, June 23, 1950.

in a sale by H. R, Harmer (N.,Y.) of Nov. 24, 1947 - Lot 382 was a
cover with such a marking -« It was from Japan by the China, Japan
Line - addressed to Macray & Co. = S.Fe = It had a 107 1861, tied

by an oval "Forwarders" marking - routed "per Colorado.,”" Do you

know anything about this cover or the marking? I anm hoping you bought
it.

' I am returning herewith Ward's letter of the 7th - also
the Harry Welss program, Where id you get this?

Thanks for the article on the "Feather River Highway". I
willl read it at the Tirst opportunity.

I an wondering what you thought of the letter that I re-
ceived from Stine? It made me mad as the very devil but you noted
that I wrote nim a nice reply - though it to do so., I have hopes
he will loan me the cowver, but I doubt if he will, He 1s a small
country two-by-four - a regular smartelleck, Is there no way in which
you can determine whether the suspected covers are good or bad? I
wonder if Dr, Hertz got stuck with any - also John Fox? Please keep
me advised, I note that they came from Nat Levy and Eisner, You were
never very strong for either one of these 8 my memory ls correct.
By the way, Hdgar, whatever became of Julius Loeb? Is he still arocund
Sele and active? I do not see his name listed as an A,P,S,.

Looking thru the S.PslAes membership list I note that you are
not a member, hence you do not possesg a file of thelr monthly Journal,
dnd, fherefore, missed the drticles by Henry leyers .

Yes, it is a cinch that the P,F, "Expert Comiittee" would
okay the Levy Txpress Covers even if they had been proved to be fakes.
I haven't a doubt that Boggs thinks that he could pass on most a:
thing. Just a peanut with a swelled head. MNr, and lMrs. Boggs atiended
the London Exhibition - Who do you suppose pald their expensesat? It
mast have been Mrs, Dales I canmmot imagine anyone else,

So Bevy and husband drove out from Detroit in your new cars
Wonderful, The Jessups must have had a wonderful reunion.

Hot a thing new on the Aull lot of Denver covers -~ I will
take it up with you after I have a talk with him, I have no idea what
price he wants but I wouldn?t buy it unless I thought I could clean
it up in a hurry,.

; I am also wondering what Dr, Polland thought of that Stine
letters I will send photo=prints &f Stine sends the cover to ne.

1f 1857 = 89R2 ~ Send me your poor copy and I will try and

sell it for youe.
1/ 1851 - 48R2 - I haven't a fine enough copy for you.

17 1857 - "A" Rellef =~ Here is a copy of 19L2 with a nice
stiteh watermark - price ulz,b0 - all signed on the Lack, etes This
color is very pretty.

I have my air conditlon goilng and my staup room is a fine



hY

/3. Mr, Bdgar B. Jessup, June 25, 1950.

A

place these days - 90 outside - 76 in my room - sure is wonderful
for mo,

‘With rogards -

Yours etC.,
Enclosods 1/ 1857 - single - 19L2 - Price {12.50

Later lMonday the 24th

We were down to Lexington over the weelkend so Mildred did
not have time to get this to you.

Today I received the Viells Fargo cover from Stine, I
will make a photo and send prints to Dr, Polland and you. I do net
know anything about Western Franks but thls cover appoars to be
perfectly genuine, It has that genuine looke

Selals
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July 1, 1950,

Mr. Edgar B. Jessup,
% MARCHANT
1475 Povell St.,
Oakland,Calif,

Dear Edgar:

_ Thanks vory much for yours of the 29th, with check fer
$12.50 for the 1¢ 1857. *

I was surprised that Harry Welss is zoing to glve one
of his ghows at Oskland, I have never net him personally but have
had guilte a bit o1 correspondence with hims Some people think there
18 & lot of bunk about his showe, I hope you attend and give me a
first-hand report. le seens to have greet confldence in his ebility
to deteet all manners of faites, I understand that he posted $1000
that he could idenfify eny of the Sperati fakes in ton ninutez, If
he can he certainly 4s a wonder, I think that Speratits Confedorates
"IENY would fool most any expert. I beileve that I wrote youu that
I discovered a 5¢ MNew York and a 10¢ 1847, both Svsratl counterfeilts,
in a frlend's coliection. He reiurned them to the New York dealer
and got a refind but the dealer 3¥1ll clalmed thai they wore genulng,
The dealer tovk them to Gaorge Sloane and siafied that 8loasne saild
they were perfectly -oods . I didn'i bhelieve Lhis hub upon inveabigae
tion found it was true, Can you imagine Sloane heing fooled by
Sperati coples,

"~ @ordon sent we the Knapyp fake, 1247 covar, yosterday. Lot
#2284, I made a muabor of photographs and there is no qipstion but -
what the 10¢ stanp did not originate on this cover,

I suppose vou noticed in Staups where the Wy L. Mpody
collection is to be s0ld by HeRHarmer & Co, I wonder how they beat
Bordon? ;

- Thankd very rmeh for sending wme the old magazines, etce.
You probably intended to put a noiie in with 15 but overlooked to o 80,
Where on earth did vou get sll of thils old material?

Just ag goon as 1 cen find some svare time I willl make yom
a print of the Wells Fargo cover which was sent to me by Stines I do
hope that you go ahead with your westication snd gee wha Helnrich
can develope, I am sorry that you couldi't see the 8tine cover as the
Express marxing looked gonuince £o e,

With rogards =

Yours etc.,




Junq 21st, 1950,

Mr. August Diets,
109 Bast Cary Street,
Richaond, Virginia.

Desr Ausust:

{ now have your interesting and welcome letter of June
15th.

First sbout my good friend Major Sheppard's contribution
on that very complicated subject, - West Virginia. I like his “ar-
ticle® very much indeed, but I am afraid it is more of an
then & usseble eontribution to the proposed new Catalog. That 1is,
it reads well and interestingly, and it would mske & nice article
for one of the philatelic periodicals, - where I would like to see
it published very much. However, it does not seem to be in the
vest form for the purposes for which you have it in mind.

I do not think that the Catalog should lend itselfl to
any more theory and opinion than is absolutely necessary, and I am
afrald that much of Major Sheppard's article falls into that cate-
gory. For instance, while theoretically the postmasters in the
border counties of the embryo state of West Virginia may have used
Confederate handstamped and manuseript Paids, a "timetable" of dates
indieates that they should not have properly done so, and I think
we should have definite proof in the form of any such covers to show
that they were so used.

I au enclosing & copy of such a "timetable® which I made
up while studying this subject sometime ago. As you will see the
dats is taxen from the Encgeclopedis Brittanica which I think we may
accept as an authority. You will note that some of the dates and
other facts therein do not gulte coincide with some of those used
in Hajor Sheppard's article, and I think such data should be recon-
ciled before we put anything of this sort im so permanent a publica-
tion as a Catalog. However, using the dates in the enclosed "time-
table®, let us note that a resident of & town in what became the
Union 8tate of West Virginia, would have mailed his letters as
follows:

A




l. -~ From April 17th when Virginia seceded to June
1, 1861, U.8. stamps would have been used as in sll the
seceded states. _

2. = From June lst to June 11, 1861, when the second
Wheeling Convention declared secession void and formed
& provisional government, such & citizen might have had
to pay his postage in cash at the Confederate rates and
his letters might han been marked PAID by the postmas-
ter., This is the period, irn my opinion, when Con-
federate markings cou have been "legally® used in that
section. But, the postmarks would have read *"Va." and
not W. Va. Actually, in the state of great confusion
which must have then existed there, I imagine that the
continued use of either U.S. stamps, or Confederate Paids,
was & matter of personal or political opinion and perhaps
depended upon to where each lettar Was addressodl

3. - After June 1ith, our citizen gh§nlg have used only
g. 8.‘ptaaps, rates, and markings. S8Surely this should have
been’ after July 1lst of that year, when the new legislature
was electing U.8. Senators, and conducting a popular vote

ggigh resulted in the qpproval of the new State on October

From this you will note that conroderate 3 tirst
of which were not issued until October 16, 1861, cou ardly have
been Mlegally™ used in any part of the nsw Btate of West Virginia.
Therefore, I think we should also see covers showing the use of
the 54 CGreen and the 10¢ Blue stamps which Major Ehepperd ssys
Poaxe into general use in all of the border gounties®. I con-
cede that these and the handstamped or manuscript rated covers
which he says "are known®" from & number of such towns may exist, -
but I am afraid that they were more eéxamples of local feelings
than legal usage, and if established, they should be sc deseribed
or explained in the Catalog.

I am sending & copy of this portion of my letter, and of
the "timetable®™ to Major Sheppard for his information, study, &nd
comment.,
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The Patriotic cover you refer to which illustrates
the Ménitor and the Merrimac battle, is a well-known Unjon design,
and in this case is merely an example of the Confederate Use of a
Union Patriotic, and therefore would not be eligible for entry as
a Confederate Patriotic design. However, it is a nice item, and
I should say should have a value of upwards of $10., - depending
on condition, ete. ;

- s e We e e e e R e e e e e e e

I should like to see those Dead Letter Office manusecript
markings very much indeed, as I have naver heard of anything of the
sort. Can you not arrange to have one or more of tle covers sent
to me for examination? think you will reeall that I once wrote
an extensive article on the sub ject of the Confedersate Dead Letter
Office markings, and I would like to see how these covers fit into
my informetion on that subject.

I o T e S o

‘ Finally, about the new Catalog. I hope you can arrange
. through Col. Origler to get out a eight-page edition of the Bulle-
~tin which would show all the remesining new entries you have. Then
we could call that the "deadline", and accept nothing further new
for the Catalog., I am willing to do my share in getting the re-
vising, pricing, etec. underway, and I would be glad to have your
insftructions as to how you want copy prepared, and so forth., How-
ever, 1 do think the best way would be to prepare galley proofs of
one section et a time, in which could be ineluded all of the new
cuts, ete., and then send sets of them to me, to Col. Shenfield,
and the others who are to help you in this work. Suech proofs
could then be marked to show revisions, additions, prices, ste.,
and returned to you to be reconciled with each other aznd for your
final decisions. '

I'11 look forward to hearing from you in re all this,

&t your convenience. ‘ :
‘ : As Eve sl ,)
. 07M

MacB/HK

P.8s Thanks for your éongrata oun my Lopgdon award, - all we Con- L)
federate exhibitors did finme there! I /think the last C.8.A. News-

ietter reported that Col. Wulfekuhler'UOn the Grand Award at Joplin,
0. , '




July 7th, 1950,

Major Harvey E. 8heppard,
Raesearch and Engineering Div.,
Arpy Chemical Center,
Maryland.,

Dear Major 8heppard:

The welght of your obviously profound knowledge on the
West Virginis situation, - has rocked me back on my heels!

I don't think that I ever before fully sppreciated the
extent of the dissension between the border counties on the east, and
those of the central and western portions of the present State of West
Virginia. As you have seen, I mede some study of the matter, and the
deductions which I set forth in my letter to August Dietz of June
Z%lst, were the result. But, now that you have been good enough to go
intc the subjeet in such detail in your letter to him of June 29th, 1
must confess that 1t is all more controversial than I thought.

However, - I don't think you can still have your cake and
eat itl In other words, IF those eastern border counties did not par-
tuze in the esrly efforts to found the new state, end IF they there-
fore did not become purt of West Virginia until June 20, 1863, when

the new state was formelly aduitted to the Union, - then they simply
continued to be a part of the originel state of Virginia.

Therefore, mail used from them between June 1, 1861 and
June 20, 1863 was 8_ : » and in no wise dif-
ferent than mail sent from Richmond or any other Virginia place. Such
letters of course bore Confederate stamps and/or msrkings, snd were
NOT from West Virginia in any philatelic sense, and the title "Use of
Confederafe Steamps in West Virginia® becomes a misnomer! :

Of course, it would be of interest to the speciaiist, and
add to the value of such covers, to note or record the fact that let-
ters sent from tha section of Virginia during that period, were sent

3 from plsces which subseguently became part of the new Union state of

1 West Virginia., But, in the period referred to, the use of Confederate
stamps or postal markings there in my opinion, is simply = gigg;giﬁe
and not & Hest Virginia usage. All this is further borne out by

fact that the postmarks read Va. and not ¥W. Va. for a long while, -

I recently saw one postmarked Harpers Ferry, Va. August 10, 1865,
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While this whole subject is certainly complex, never-
theless I do think 1t is interesting and one which might properly
be deseribed more extensively in the proposed new Confederate Cata-
log than it is in the present Catalog. I sincerely hope you will
contribute to this, perhaps by rewriting your present article so as
to make it 3 more complete description of what actually happened.

I think some missing dates should be put in and perhaps others recon-
ciled with those which I took from the Encyclopedia Brittanice. I

do think that your last paragraph shouléd be cleared up, as U.8.
Stamps covld hardly have been found used in the border counties which
you name after June 1, 1861. On that date the Confederate Government
took over its postal system and existing issues of U.S5. stamps were
declared illegal for use in the seceded states, and shortly after
were demonetized in the Union states.

I'1l be glad to hear further on all this, and do any-
thing I can to help in any way .

Cordially yours,

MacB/HK (L

€.Cut
August Dietz
8.B. Ashbrook
L.L.8henfield




July 10, 1950,

Mre. Van Dyk MacBride,
, 744 Broad S5t,,
Hewark 2, N.J.

Dear Mac:

Thanks for the eopy of your letter to Ma jor
Sheppard, which I read with interest., I think that
you stated the case very correctly and I am in accord
with your views on this subject,

On the second page of your letter you stated -
(fourth 1ine) - "than it is in the present catalogue,”
I was not aware there wes any mention in the Dietz
Catalogue of West Virginia uses., Can you glve me the
pge?

Regrds -

Yours etc.,

‘e
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August 4th, 1950.

MaJor Harvey E. Bheppard,
CC~Cml C, R&E Div.
2744 T-7, Gravelly Point,
Washington 25, D. C,

Dear Major:

I can fully understand the reason for your slight de-
lay in proceeding with the Confederate-West Virginia matter, - after
all the xornan situation'is Just as comilex tnd far more important!

Pirst let me say that the new titlo you prapose "The
COnredjraey and West Virginia®™ 1s a great improvement over the earlier
one, as I think it more properly and accurately describes the subject.
I have also read through your re-written article which I like very
much and think should be accepted for the new Catalog. I have, how-
ever, recommended a few slight changes, mostly as eclarificstions,
which you wmight wish to consider using when sending the final article
in to General Dietz.

I do agree that your name as author should probably be
omitted, in line with Gemeral Dietz! apparently established poliecy of
not including the names of the authors of various special sections
and articles in the Catalog. One thing, however, I caniot agree with
you on, - and I think I may state that this also represents the views
of 0010nnls Shenfield and Ashbrook, the other members of our C.8.4.
Authentication Committee. That is the matter of giving ANY individual
price or "valuation®" on any covers which qualify under this special
section. In the cases of other similar specialties the present Cata-
log uses some phrase to the effect that ¥t "does not attempt indivi-
dual listings and values®", while in other cases it merely gives a
general valuation for entire groups or classes of such material. We
think that this is the correct policy, and we would reconmmend that
it be followed in this instance.

In other words, let us use your revised article describ-
» ing this interesting special sectlion, and add to it the list you sug-
~ 0, gest of Confederate stamps, Paids, etc., Mused in territory now part




of West Virginia™., But, except for perhaps some general over-all
‘statement of value, we would not recommend that individusl prices

or values be given therein. Possibly, - as in the case of the 5¢
Green with the White Sulphur Springs cancellation, for which you
suggest a price of §25., such an entry might be added to the present
list of "Cancellations®™ which &ppears under the listing of the stamp
itself. Rote the list on page 125 of the present Catalog, to which
might be added "W, Va, town....$25." Eimilarly the present Catalog
values of Handstamped Palds from the towns you list, might well be
increased proportionately, and s notation wmade under their respee~
tive headings: (West Virginia territory).

I think that your conmtribution of all this is a sub-
stantial and valuable one, and I am happy to have been of some help
in this connection. I will look forward to hearing from youn further
on it at your conveanience.

Cordially yours,

KacB/HK

CsCed August Diet:z
L. Lo Shenfield
85.8B. Ashbrook






STANLEY B. ASHBRDOK
P02 Box: S
33 N. Ff.-Thontas Ave,,
FORT THOMAS, KY.

July 3, 1950,

Mrs Van Dyk MacBride,
744 Broad St.

Dear iac:

Thanks for the data on West Virginia, I am not sure that
I agree with you that a revision of the Sheppard notes would not be
appropriate for inclusion in the Dietz ecatalogue, I fall to see
where any harm would result, provided no list wags made of any
such items,

I think his notes could be revised and presented in the
~eatalogue as helpful infermation with no attomgt to make 1t appear
that covers showing Confederate uses from the "loyal" counties were
other than what they actually are, After all, West Virginia was not
admitted toc the Union until April 1863, and in my very humble opinion,
it was legally a part of Virginia untii that time, & part that was
under control or occupied by the Federal Government, I think that
a great(?) number of the countles were not regre’aonted in the partie
tion movement and thet the various "elections” that were held were
not representative of ‘the whole population of the territory designated
for withdrawl, but rather the votés in favor of partition represented
almost to a man the Union element,

I do not possess any data on the subject but I have little
doubt that the C.S.As P.0sD, at Richmond appointed Confederate poste
masters in many town in counties that became part of West Virginla,

I think that if any collector chose to form a collestion of covers inm
this elags that it would be a worth while specialty, and naturally
any data in the Confederate eatalogue would be helpful,

With regards -

Sincerely yours,

ST A LR ~T RN K

Copy to
LeLs Shenfield.




HERMAN HERST, JR.

SHRUB OAK, N. Y.

Rt | L
to put it briefly . . .. ey,

Stan:

I knov that the year looks like 1868 but
gince I picked this out of a junk box of covers
in Berlin and didn't pay the cover price for it
I want to be stubborn this time. The crease
looks so good that is there a chanceof its being
OK and ,]u"t the date wrong? How does the rate

stack up? Thunu%SAm e lo~e%
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HERMAN HERST JR.

SHRUB OAK, N. Y.

.

: to puf it briefly . . .. e
Just got bdck from Europe last night, and in going
over the mail I find the photogr raphs that you kindly
sent along of the 5c¢ 1847 block. I appreciate your
thinking of me, and I am glad to have these for my
records, I think that you may be interested in the
experliences of our trip, so I shall hold this note a
few days until I can enclose the newest Outburst to
bring you up to date, With best wishes, I am




July 3, 1950.

Mr, Herman Hersi, Jr.,
Shrub Oak, N.Y.

Hello Pat -

j Herewith the plece of cover with the 304 1869, It is
praatically impossible to determine definitely whether an iten
such as this 1s good or bad, I will, therefore, not express
any opinion but merely call your attention to what I note.

First - the rate. If this had been a 1etter'from Ste
Thomas of not over i 0%Z,, bthe rate would have been 10¢, That
‘wag the Steanshlp rate by an American mail ship into an American.
port, generally Ein the Atlantic) ~ into Wew York, Thus this
ooul& have been a triple rate. :

Year of Use. I am not quite sure the year-date in the
te. Thomas postnmr? Is "1868" - It is not at all distinct and the
st T ¢ 1s "messed" Up, I'1l admit it looks like the second

ould have been an "8" - making the year 1888 -~ in which event
the single rate would have been 5¢ as Denmark was a member of the
Us Pl Ste Thomas did use this type of postmark in the late
eighteen sixtlies and Hew YVork used this particular type at the
eame tine, We froquently see this N.Y, type on covers to Mexice,
etc, So in spite of the indistinct year-date these two postal
markings would be perfectly okay for July 1869.

The crease thru the 304 staup does have a rather genu=-
ine look, and an examination of the inside back of the 30¢ stamp
has the appearance that the stamp has boen there a long time, In
the late sixtles the New York post office used a black ink that
| was, what I call oilv, The killer "tile" on stamp and cover shows
i an oily substance o some sort. I fear this is about as far as I

can gos

If some other stamp was removed from this cover = for
example, a 10¢ 1861 or a 10¢ 1867 grill, and this 30¢ stamp sub=
stituted, the person who did the fixing turned out a darm poor
wneonvincing Jjob, but sometimes the wost unconvineing items are
probably as good as golds

Thanks Pat, for a copy of your latest "OUTBURSTS, which
I read with muchu;nterest from cover to cover,

With regards =
Cordially yours,

gure "8" but can we bo sure that the third figure is a "C3" It

7



HERMAN HERST, Jr.

SHRUB OAK, N. Y.

TELEPHONE:
LAKELAND 8-8331
EXPRESS OFFICE:
PEEKSKILL, N. Y,
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Early Sacramento, California
Post Office Cancellations

ITTLE has been written
L about the early history of the

Sacramento, California post
office because information relative to
it has been difficult to obtain, and
specimens of the early cancellations
' are few and scattered. Yet the early
Sacramento post office was a very
important one. Not only did Sac-
ramento become the permanent cap-
ital of the State, but its post office
was the principal mail distributing
center for the northern mines dur-
ing the hectic gold rush days of
1849 and the fifties.

On June 25th, 1849, R.T.P. Allen,
special agent of the Post Office De-
partment, Washington, D.C., left
San Francisco for the purpose of
establishing sorely needed post
offices and appointing postmasters at
centers of activity in Northern Cali-
fornia. In his letter of August 29th,
1849 to the Postmaster General he
reports appointments at Benecia,
Sacramento (ninety miles from
S.F.), Stockton, Vernon, Culloma,
Sonoma and San Jose. His appoint-
ment for Sacramento was probably
made during the latter part of July
1849 for the Placer Times of Sac-
ramento states in its August 1, 1849
edition, that “We learn that Henry
E. Robinson, Esq. has been officially
appointed Postmaster for Sacra-

By M. C. NATHAN

mento City. The office is at present
on J, between Front and 2d Streets.”
Actually, Postmaster Robinson es-
tablished the first postoffice abroad
the storeship WHITON, moored to
the Embarcadero.

Finding a reliable and capable
postmaster and a suitable place to
distribute and collect mail was a
very difficult problem during 1849.
Men were more interested in finding
gold or engaging in lucrative trad-
ing in provisions than being post-
masters or postal clerks. Even com-
mon laborers could earn from eight
to fourteen dollars per day during
these exciting times. Then too, Sac-
ramento was a tent city until about
August 1, 1849, when the first per-
manent buildings and houses were
completed. Referring to Mr. Allen’s
report again, we find him conclud-
ing, “Owing to the inadequate com-
pensation of postmasters, I find it
very difficult to procure proper per-
sons to serve in offices where there
is so much business as to interfere
with the incumbent’s ordinary avo-
cations. This is the case at Sacra-
mento City, where a very large
amount of mail matter will be dis-
tributed. I enclose a letter from the
postmaster at that place, and solicit
instructions on the subject. Can I
in any case authorize a postmaster

Sacramento City from the foot of J Street

Sacramento City, Foot of J Street, 1850,

50

to employ a clerk? Can I, where it
appears necessary to use a separate
building, authorize one to be rented?
On examination, it will appear that
in all cases clerk hire and office rent
would each exceed the postmaster’s
entire commissions.”

Operations during the first two
months of the Sacramento post office
must have been riotous. Besides dis-
tributing the incoming mail, the post-
master had to cancel outgoing let-
ters. Until the middle of October
1849 cancelling was done by hand.
These manuseript cancellations are
quite scarce. As a matter of fact
the mails arrived and left Sacra-
mento only once a week in the be-
ginning. There are several known
manuscript cancellations during this
period. The earliest is that in the
possession of Stanley B. Ashbrook,
which is a folded letter—dated inside
July 30, 1849—on the face a manu-
script postmark reading “Sacra-
mento City Aug. 7th-40” addressed
to “gooding Grove—Will.C.—Illi-
nois.” Edgar Jessup’s collection con-
tains a manuscript cancellation dated
September 1st (Figure 1), while Dr.
Carroll Chase reports having them
for both September 1st and October
19th.

Complaints about the government
mail service were numerous and
quite vehement. On Saturday, Aug-
ust 25th, 1849, we find the Placer
Times stating, “We hope some enter-
prising gentleman will soon be in-
duced to run expresses between our
City and San Francisco, to say noth-
ing of other points where such an
undertaking would pay extremely
well. The Regular Mail is a regu-
lar humbug, is stuck in the mud half
of the time, and might as well be
the other half. No newspapers are
sent up from the Bay, and we under-
stand that the Postmaster cannot
afford to employ clerks. Who will
establish an Express? and who will
not give a dollar for every letter
promptly delivered? The steamer
Panama arrived at San Francisco on
Sunday last, but up to the hour of
going to press we had not received

July 8,1950 ¥ STAMPS
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our papers.” Again on September
1st, the Placer Times reported,
“Since our last, two Express lies
have been established between our
City and San Francisco. Our old
Uncle will have to stir his stumps
else his ‘regular’ arrangements will
become a DEAD LETTER.”

By the middle of October 1849,
Sacramento City boasted of a popu-
lation of 10,000. Housing was very
inadequate and many was the resi-
dent and traveler who found it
necessary to sleep in the streets.
While every effort was made to im-
prove post office service under ad-
verse conditions, there are reasons
to believe that there were times the
post office did not function at all.
Just how long Mr. Robinson re-
mained as postmaster is questionable
as there is definite evidence that he
either resigned or was removed
some time during the last few
months of 1849. The Placer Times
of January 26, 1850 states, “THE
POST OFFICE has reopened on J
Street, opposite the office of Priest,
Lee & Co. The Postmaster, Mr.
Freeland, deserves the thanks of
the business community for his ef-
forts in trying to sustain the Post
Office on his own responsibility. The
present building is quite large and
commodious, and people will be en-
abled to get their letters without
standing knee-deep in mud.”

During the months of Oci'ber
and November 1849, when the post
office did function, the postmaster
used a straight line -cancellation.
This must have been a crude ad-
justable handstamp, as the five or
six known examples of this cancel-
lation are differently spaced. Fig-
ure 2, illustrated herewith, is the
earliest known use of this straight
line cancellation and is part of the
writer’s collection of early Califor-
nia postmarks. Other known dates
are October 24th, October 28th, Oc-
tober 29th, November 10th and Nov-
ember 19th.

After November 19th there
appears to be no record of a Sac-
ramento cancellation until Decem-
ber 25, 1849 (Edgar Jessup Collec-
tion). This cancellation is the well
known oval as illustrated herewith,
Figure 3. The postal rate was indi-
cated by manuscript or by separate
handstamp. The oval handstamp
was used by several postmasters in
Northern California and was prob-
ably a copy of the oval handstamp
used so commonly by the popular
express companies. There are
known examples of the Sacramento
oval cancellation up through April
1850.

STAMPS % July8, 1950
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Figure |. Manuscript Sacramento Sept. | (1849) Paid 40 Cancellation. Courtesy of
Edgar B. Jessup.
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Figure 2. Sacramento Straight Line Cancellation, earliest known date Oct. 21, 1849.
Collection of the author.
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three large handstamped 40's. Courtesy of Edgar B. Jessup.

Fig. 3. Sacramento Oval Cancellation. Note four times 40 cent rate in manuscript, also
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Figure 4. Sacramento Circular Cancellation, 12!/ cent local rate, dated June 27 (1850).
Courtesy Edgar B. Jessup.

On Thursday, June 6, 1850, the
Sacramento Transcript reports:

“DAILY MAIL. We are happy
to be able to announce at last that
in the course of about ten days there
there will be a daily mail established
between this place and San Fran-
cisco. From this we should judge
that the mail agent, Col. Allen, has
returned from the States with suit-
able powers to meet the wants of
California. We hope certainly that
the government at Washington have
been wise enough to confer upon
him such powers. Other places need
attention as well as our city, and
we trust soon to be able to announce
a thorough and adequate mail
arrangement extending throughout
the State.”

to Sacramento for we find that the
regular circular post office cancella-
tion was used in June of 1850. The
earliest known circular cancellation
known to date is that of June 27,
1850 in the Edgar Jessup collec-
tion, figure 4. Figure 5 illustrates
an early 40 cent circular cancella-
tion.

It probably took several weeks for
Col. Allen to perfect arrangements
for the daily mail service between
Sacramento and San Francisco.
That he was able to accomplish it
is evidenced by the following an-
nouncement in the Sacramento
Transcript of Tuesday, June 25,
1850.

“DAILY MAIL TO SAN FRAN-

Evidently, Col. Allen brought ade- Figure 5. Sacramento Circular Cance"ahon. 40 cent rate, dated July 19 (1850) ex Knapp.
quate post office supplies with him Collection of author.
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CISCO. The Senator yesterday
took a mail for the first time from
Sacramento to San Francisco. We
have been informed that Captain
Blair has obtained a contract from
the U. S. Mail Agent, for conveying
the mail from San Francisco to this
place daily, and that the Senator has
a contract with Captain Blair for
delivering the mail at each place
three days every week. It is possible
the Hartford will be the other
steamer employed in this service.
There are ample facilities for mail
transportation on the river, and with
good management on the part of the
mail contractors, merchants of both
cities will hereafter be able to trust
Uncle Sam with their important dis-
patches.”

Again, on Saturday, June 29,
1850, the Sacramento Transeript
states:

“SACRAMENTO POST OF-
FICE has been constituted by the
authorities at Washington, a dis-
tributing office. Thus there are two
in the State, the other one being, of
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RAMENTO POST 0413

CEOURRILAL DE THE EASEERN MAILS,

Read's Block. This location was established in 1853.

course, that at San Francisco. Letter
bags by the last steamer came direct
to Sacramento without passing
through the Post Office at San Fran-
cisco. This is the first time we have
received our mail in this way.”

All of this tumult about the mails
took place before California was ad-
mitted to the Union. On September
9th, 1850 the Congress admitted Cal-
ifornia as a State in our glorious
Union. News of this important
event did not reach California until

OREGON. Therefore the inconven-
iences suffered by the citizenry in
the Golden State are of much his-
torical significance and more so this
year, when California celebrates the
centennial of its admission to the
Union. The early post office cancel-
lations therefore become of more
than passing interest, both because
of their scarcity and because of their
historical significance. After one
hundred years there have come to
light only a relatively few of these
early Sacramento post office cancel-

lations. They certainly augment the
value of the collection of anyone in-
terested in early California, and will
do so more and more as time goes
on.

The writer has contacted several
well known collectors and authori-
ties on early California postmarks
with the purpose of obtaining a rec-
ord of all manuscript, straight line
and oval cancellation dates of Sac-
ramento. He is very thankful for
the fine cooperation of such emin-
ent authorities as Stanley Ashbrook,
Carroll Chase, Edgar B. Jessup,
Harry Konwiser, Esra Cole and
Robert Beale. 1f any readers of this
article know of dates not mentioned
herein, or who might have reason to
question any statements made,
please write to me at 519 California
Street, San Francisco 4, California,
as I am anxious to have the data on
this important post office as accu-
rate as possible.

Coils Available Through
Philatelic Agency

The Post Office Department has an-
nounced that coils of 500, of postage
stamps issue of 1939, are now available for
purchase through the Philatelic Agency
in any desired quantities.

October 18th, 1850 on arrival of the

Coming in August . . . SCOTT'S INTERNA"ONM. Al.BUM
PARTII . . . 1940 TO 1949 . . . (2950 Eaicion)

NINE YEARS OF NEW
WORLDWIDE ISSUES

Here’s what you've been waiting for
. . . the complete up-to-date Part II
of the International Album. This
magnificent album in a handsome
binder, will have more than 1250
pages covering all the new issues from
mid-1940 through mid-1949 . . . yours

in August for only 51 1.00

Part II . . . pages only. The same
1250 pages covering nine years of new
issues are available in loose form,

il $7.00

Supplement to Part II, covering 1946-
1949. 960 pages of necessary changes,
actually replacing 909 of the original
Part II . . . in loose form to be in-
serted in your old Part II, printed in
limited quantity, (available in July),

aly $6.00
$4.00

SCOTT PUBLICATIONS, INC.

New York, N. Y.

Binder, lettered “Part II”

ORDER YOUR NEW INTERNATIONAL ALBUM
PART II FROM YOUR DEALER TODAY!

Get your FREE DESCRIPTIVE LEAFLET
From Your Dealer, or Write:

1 West 47th Street
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_INTERNATIONAL VOL. 1i
ALBUM SUPPLEMENT

IMMEDIATE DELIVERY!

s Orders shipped same day re-
ceived. Postage extra. Ship-
ping weight 6 lbs.
16-page Accessory Price List Free!

QUEEN CITY STAMP CO.

18 East Fourth St., Cincinnati 2. Ohio

R R TSR T PR
Cachet Craft Offers

A Complete Service for

JUDICIAL BRANCH
AUG. 2, WASH,, D. C.

FIRST DAY ENVELOPES
Bi-color:  10—35¢; 25—70c
Lithograph: 6—25¢; 10—45¢
5-Color: 4—25¢; 10—55¢

FIRST DAY COVERS

Neatly typed direct to you.
Bi-color Lithograph  5-Color
Single....... § .15 $.15 $ .20
Bloek. ...... .25 .25 .30
Pl. # Biock... .50 .50 .65

CACHET CRAFT COVER SERVICE
54a Franklin Street Framingham, Mass.

PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND

A fine mint unhinged copy of the 2d
Prince Edward Island, 1862 issue, #5—just
3¢ to introduce our famous approvals.

VIKING STAMP CO.

Dept. 6 130 Clinton St., Brooklyn, N, Y.

SCANDINAVIA
SOUTH AMERICA

EUROPE

Price Lists of Above Groups on Request.
Get Your Copies Now.

VICTOR HASSEL
Box 2946 Orlando, Florida

T e A A A N T O P S L T SR
: MINT

GENERAL FOREIGN  YIXT

Hard to Get Stamps, 1/2 to 1/3 Catalog

WANT LISTS FILLED

Write for Free Price Lists. Refs. Please

PHILASTAMPS  pfiiieiphia 43, Pa.
FIRST DAY COVERS OF THE WORLD

Scarce Malayan Johore U.P.U...... $1.50
France Honors Poincare.......... 35
Beautiful Hungarian Child Set..... 5

IDUS J. WEILMINSTER
52 Seaton Place Valley Stream, N. Y.
(UPU Issues On Cover)

AYGCUST 19th

WESTERN
HEMISPHERE
NOTES

By A. W. Bloss

Those desiring information may address the
writer at 1173 Nerth Kingsley Drive, Los
Angeles 27, Calif., enclosing return postage.

Penny Specialization

OLLECTORS who feel that urge to

specialize in a single stamp, issue, or
group of designs might turn to the Latin
countries for material. Some of these
offer specialist possibilities among the
penny stamps which can be had in great
quantity. The collector who likes to hunt
watermark and perforation varieties will
find good picking here, and there are
often color and cancellation varieties to
dress up the collection.

Among those offering possibilities for

fun are—

Argentine 1916-1922 regular issues—
These come in a range of perforations,
watermarks and paper varieties. Shades
are numerous; some interesting cancella-
tions can be found.

Brazil 1920-1940 regular issues—Few
stamps come in more variations of color
and watermark than this unpretty lot
which was used for twenty years. The
ordinary collector who takes only one of
a kind can go frantic trying to complete
a single collection. The specialist will
find many of the stamps come with water-
mark normal, reversed, normal inverted,
normal reversed, and in some instances,
the same in both horizontal and vertical
positions. There are also perforation
varieties, thick and thin papers of varied
degrees, shade, cancellations and doubt-
less plate and electrotype varieties.

Brazil 1941 to date regular issues
(Netinhas)—These also come in various
watermarks in all possible positions. The
stamps come on thick, medium and thin
papers, and are also complicated by exist-
ing with and without green “traco” lines
on the reverse. As far as we know, per-
forations are 11 only. Some cancellations.
These stamps get a big play in the
Brazilian specialized catalogs, which indi-
cate some are very scarce.

Chile 1911-1930 Head types—Well de-
signed, attractive stamps, many in bi-
color, this group offers one of the most
interesting fields. Early stamps are en-
graved; later issues are typographed, or
part typographed and part engraved. A
minimum of perforation varieties.
Stamps come unwatermarked or with
one type of watermark but in four posi-
tions vertical and horizontal normal and
inverted. Many shades, plate combina-
tions on the bi-colors, some re-engravings.
Some cancellations, including many am-
bulantes or traveling post offices usually
told by number.

Chile airposts—The issues for foreign
and domestic use feature the perforation
varieties above stated.

Colombia 1904, 1908, 1920 regular is-
sues—These are largely a study of litho-
graphic varieties in plate layout, as well
as perforation gauge differences and er-
ror varieties. Can be made into an
interesting study of the work of the two
manufacturers, as there are many plate
differences. The 1920 set with PROVI-
SIONAL tablet added comes in various
degrees of angle of the tablet, as well
as location, making plating possible. No
watermarks but many cancellations.
(Other later, perhaps.)

* *® *

This writer recently went through a
large lot of Brazilian netinha stamps and
found one with the green traco lines on
both front and back, on vertical pair of
the 600 reis stamp. This is the first
time we have seen any of these stamps
with this variety.

k ok ok

A dealer’'s house magazine features
page advertisements headed “One-tenth
of catalogue—Ecuador” and “One-Fifth
of Catalogue — Nicaraguan Bargains.”
The lists that follow include a few items
at these figures and many ranging from
one-third to full catalog! This kind of
advertising does little for the hobby, or
the dealer, as it gives the collector the
impression that these stamps are greatly
overpriced.

Many collectors, particularly among
the newcomers, will not realize that these
are a few leaders to attract business, and
that the profit lies in the stamps priced at
nearly full catalog. Any dealer so in-
clined can offer a few stamps of any
country, including U. S., Canada and
Newfoundland, at large discounts, as it
is always possible to buy some leaders
at a low rate. Incidentally, it is always
a good idea to check all Seebeck items to
be sure that they are originals and not
the reprints priced at original prices.

Handbook of German
Colonial Stamps

HE Dr. Ey Handbook of German

Colonial Stamps and Cancellations is
beginning to come out. The first of the
five sections which the work will com-
prise when completed is now at hand.
‘While plain in outward appearance, it
pleases through its excellent typography
in a clear open type, and a grade of
art paper that does full justice to the
illustrations of stamps, overprints and
cancels which are provided in ample
measure. 3

The editor, Dr. Eduard Ey, has had
the benefit of the cooperation of a num-
ber of the foremost students and writers
about German colonials now living, sev-
eral of whom were close collaborators
of the late Mr. Friedemann, whose
authoritative work the new book is
intended to continue.

The first section brings some infor-
mation of a general nature that applies
to all the German colonies, including
rates of postage, a summary of the types
of colonial stamps and their overprints,
and the basic types of cancels. Cancels,
incidentally, have received the attention
in text and illustrations that is due them

July 8,1950 % STAMPS
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"Spruce Tops"
Kennebunkport
Maine

July 4, 1950

Mr, Stanley B, Ashbrook %
33 North Fort Thomas Avenue
Fort Thomas, Kentucky

Dear Mr. Ashbrook:

Your letter of June 23rd, the day after I came
here for the summer, was forwarded from Brookline and has
been overtaken before my reply by yours of the 29th received,

I am not posted regarding the P, F., but I shall
be much interested to hear their verdiet on the Boston red
encircled grid with red concentric postmark of 1869-1870 with
the decisive evidence either pro or con.

There are no reference sources at hand which might
help throw some light on the ship or route from Boston July 15,
1857 of the cover to Australia with the interesting and to me
new marking SHIP LETTER/FREE/DC 24/1857/GPO VICTORIA in red.
Was there a handstamp cut out on reverse below the BOSTON BR.PKT.
which might have revealed whether the letter went via ZIngland
or possibly transferred at Halifax for transmittal by a private
British ship without any postal charges other than the U.S.5¢,
as on other covers to Halifax collect ? Perhaps when I return
in September I can find what steamers or ships sailed July 15,'57,
but the cover seems rather baffling unless one of the English
books has an explanation for the SHIP LETTER FREE,

(1) Here is a cover with 3¢ envelope stamp from Aberdeen,

Miss,Aug 19 and N Y Am.,Pkt, Aug 30, 1856, Was the 3¢ disregarded
or was it sufficient prepayment for U.,S. internal, via U.S,PKT, to
Germany in 1856 ? (2? Cover from Marseilles via England in 1844
with both P.P, (perhaps Port payé in France ?) and PD although
charged SHIP 6 at Boston; (3) from Paris in 1847 PD via Liverpool
but only prepaid to U,S.port not to"destination"in U,S,-SHIP 7-3
(4) NEW-YORK/SHIP/APR 11/29cts to Boston, no year shown but pre-
sumably 1846-7-8 for 24¢ U,S.PKT., plus 5¢ inland, as APR 1l was
not within the "retaliatory" period of July-December 1848 ?
(5) Have I ever sent you this 1¢ stamp, which I thought might be
from the top row of Plate 3 ? (6) 1¢ plus 3¢ '61 on local cover:
1Z carrier collection, 17 local postage plus 2¢ carrier delivery
(prepaid ?) to "No,11 Joy Street, Boston", or why a 3¢ stamp ?

Sincerely yours,

g e et 0 (14
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July 14, 1950.

lir. Yaurice C. Blake, g
% "Spruce Tops" ;
Kennebunkport, Maine.

Dear lr. Blake:

I have delayed replying to yours.of the 4th, hoping that any
day I night have something to report on that 1869 cover that was in
the Costales sale, but up to this writing my efforts have been in vain,
It appears that all interested partlies In New York wish to consider the
incident closed, so I am at a loss to figure out how I am to bbtain any
further information., I suppose meany of the dealers down there consider
me a meddlesome old nuisance who occasionally pokes his nose into
matters which are of no concern to mes Any effort to police the crook-
edness in philately is certainly a thankless undertaking. I really do
not know if the cover in question has been subnitted to the IExpert
Commistee of the P.F, but perhaps 1t 1s Just as well as they would
doubtless see nothing wrong with 1t, and would authenticate 1t, If per-
chance, anything new develops regarding the cover, I willl advise you,

This will acknowledge receipt of the cover with the vertical
pair of the 3¢ 1851 to Australia, I will make a photo of this front
and back and send prints to you later, There is a small piece cut out
of the back of the folded letter but I have no idea why this was done
or what was on the piece cut out, :

I wrote you that I have a photo of a slullar cover from same
origin to mame persons It has sinilar markings, but earlier in 1857, as
ol%ows: Fayetteville Vt - Jan 20 (1857), Boston "Br.rkt," "23 Jan,"

Ship Letter FREE My 16 - 1857 - G.P.0. Victodla." My record makes no
mention of any London or England mnrkings“ hence I doubt if the cut-out
plece on the latter cover 1s a large pen "2" and a penciled "564"

These figures would have made sense had the letter bheen prepaid, viz.,
double rate of 33¢ via Southampton - our credit to the British of 2 x 28¢.

3¢ Envelope to Germany., This 1s addressed to "ANNABERG," a
town in faxony. It 1is pen marked PAID and routed Via Liverpool steamer =
all of which Indicates that it went by Prussian Closed Mail\?) thru
England - (closed bag), - There is no évidence of a British mmrking
Such a pate was 30¢ prepaid, of whilech our share was 23¢/ and the Prussgian
7¢. 1 suppose the large blue "7" indieates the N,Y, office credit of
that swm, - And the red "New York" postmark indicates a fully paid
letter. If my deductIons are correct, then it seems possible that 27¢
was paid in cash at the poft office of origine Do you note an{things
that might not be in accordance with the above? What I don't like
the fact that the Aberdeen, !iss. Postmaster falled to mark the letter
as "PAID." One might suggest that Hew York crossed out the "7" and
rated the lebtter as unpaid, but if so, there would have been & debit of
23¢ amd the New York postmark would not have been in red. One more
point « Prepaid lettors by "Prussian Clesed Mail" weTe invariably(?)
stamped with the "AACHEN - FRANCO" marking, This cover has no such
marking. '
Later

Since writing the above I located a record in my files of the
red postmark on the back - this reads as follows:




#2. lMr, lMaurice B, Blake, July 14, 1950,

"SERBRIFF ~ PER ENGLAND - UND = AACHEN."

" Pwo govers with "P.P," and "P,D," One 1844 = the other 1847,

T pegret that I am unable to oifer an explanation, I am wondering if
Caryoll Chase could inform us why both markings were used on the 1844
getter? I suppose the "P D" meant that the French postage had been
pald to the V.S, Frontier via Liverpool. Naturally there was no way
in which prepayment oi The U. S. was possible.

NeYeShip 29CT8, This is into New York by U, S, Packet =
Sea 24¢ plus 57. HNegardless of date it could not have been retaliatory

unless postage had been paid to U, S, Frontier by the British, This
does not show any prepayment to U, S, Frontier, Use could not have
been 1846, or 1847, but 1848 or later. The 5,5, ashington was the
first U, S, Maill Ship - You will recall that her first trip to Iurope
was in NMay - June 1847, I may be wrong but I think covers in this
class are scarce,

One Cent 1851 Top Rows The stamp is 5L2, and I judge this 1s
a very early print. .ne shade is very fine and the impression shows the
early grain of the plate ~ thus the slight ink filn,

Boston 3¢ plus 1¢. This use was no doubt Oct. 1861 or Oct,
1862, but T cannot offer any explanation for the rate - Sece Perry's
Chap&er in my One Cent Book, Vol. 2, I will make a wild guess = The
street address might indicate that the female writer desired the letter
delivered by a cerrier - She dropped it in a letter-box. Uot being
sure of the correet charge for "collection" and "delivery" she tried to
play safe and put 4¢ on her letter, Does that seem falr to you? Arthur
Davis has a similar cover - 3/ plus 1¢ 1861 - Boston p.mn. (doubda circle)
in red - Aug. 30 (1862) addressed to Boston - with a streect address -
"193 Washington St." I have a photograph of another cover that belonged
to Dr. Ralph Payne, of "Mar 2" = no year - addressed, eareelLee Nigginson
& Coe

Agaln the cover to Australia, 1 located a print of the
earlier cover and 1 am enclosing 1t herewiths You can return at your
convenience,

Re = Depreclated currency markings. Just a thou ht on this
subject, 1T do not belleve there was anytning in the U.S.-British
Treaty re - settlements in iold. Further, I do not recall any covers
from England showing Depreciated Currency markings, Do you?

With kindest regards -
Cordiall& yours,

(S.BsAs reference)
(S4B 19=16)
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Aug. 14, 1950,

Nr, Euiene Jaeger,
S4 Sunsr AVOe,
]ﬁdSGWOOd 5, Ha L

Deaf Nr. Jaeger:
Thanks very much for yours of the 8th.

Further regarding the cover with the 21¢ rate via ;
England to France, This went by the Collins Line from New York,
thus American Packet, and not by a private ship., The payment of

21¢ was under the U, S,«British Treaty of 5/ U. S. plus 16¢ sea =
thus a U, S. paymont merely to the Dritish Frontiers Thereafter

the letter was to proceed to France the samc as a letter originating
in rland and sent wnpald to France, Had this letter not been
over g ounce the French Due would have been 8 decimes, but inasmch
as the due was 16 decimes, it appears that the letter was over %
ounce but not over § ounces In other words, the due was 8 decimes
per + ounce, As I advised you I have in my record a number of ex=-
amples of 21¢ rates to France (via GeB, showing 8 decimes due, also
examples of 427 Pald in the U,S, with 16 decimes due, What I falled
to understand about the cover wes the combination of 21f paid and 16
decimes due, because this seems to be the only record I have of such
a combination,

I am quite conversant with the Hill article in "Stamps"
of Oct, B, 1B7, but I rfail to find an explanation in this article
of the combination of U, 8, paid of 42¢ (over § oz.) and French Due
of 16 decimes,

I enclose a photo=print of a typical example of the 42¢ =«
16 decimes combination,

The "British-Foreign" marking is 1llustratéd in the Hendy
book (Postmarks of the British Isles) - page 58 - Fig, 328 - It is
described thus: "Used in red on letters received from the Continmnht
on which a claim 1s made, the amounts being entered against the
respective words," :

’ You will recall that on the hack of this letter was a
British manuscript marking of one shilling eight pence - this was the
final sum due in London after the letter had been forwarded back from
France. 2 !

Thanks for your remarks on the Part India paper., Sou@e were
appreciated and were most helpful,. .

Sincerely yours,



Aug. 15’ 1950.

Mr. Iugene Jaeger,
34 Summer Ave.,
Rildgewood 5, R.I.

Dear Mr. Jaeger:

Since writing the enclosed letter of the 14ti1, I am
in receipt of yours of the 8th,

Reading over my letter again may I elaborate a bit. We
find the following:

UsSe 21¢ Paid -~ 8 Decimes Due
" 21¢ n o 16 " "
" 42¢ " - 16 L "

The last as per photo=print herewith,

The Anglo - French rate was British 4 pence pald, and
8 pence unpaid - or 4 declmes pald and 8 decimes unpaid. VWhat is a
mystery to me is this = If 427 had to be paid in THe VeS. why was
only 16 decimes due in France, as only 16 decimes was due when 21¢
was paild in the U,8.?

Regarding the two covers enclosed in yours of the 8th, and
which I return herewith, Yes - on the cover from Providence 3¢ was
pald by the envelope and 18¢ in cash - this 1s a "21 ~ 16" combina-
tion a;t mentioned above and according to the rating should have been
inwight -

UsSe N0t over & ounce
France - over 7§ gramues - not over 15 grammes,

Regarding the other cover - Here 18 what this shows -

Origin - New York May 28, 1850 - no indication that any sum
was paid at New York.

Per Hibernia = Thils was a British Cunard Mail Packet - wmarke-
ings on back show Dritish Transite On the front is a British due
marking in lower right which reads - "1/4" - or one shilling four pence.
I gudge that this letter comes under the amended articles of the 1849
U,S.British Treaty - Article XIII which reads in part = "Letters
originating in the United States and addressed to foreign countries
and British colonies and possessions contained in table 'B,' xxxxxxxxzxx
shall be delivered by one offlce to the dther free of all postage,
whether packet or inland,” (end of quot)



/2. Nr, Pugene Jaeger Aug. 15, 1950

Under Table "B" is the Reading -
"B"
List of Foreign Countires and British Colonies and Possessions, to or
from whibh letters passing in transit through the United Kingdom must

be mutually delivered by one office to the other free from all postage
whether Packet or Inland -

Under this table is listed
"German States"

as well as quite a number of other countries,

In other words, your cover was placed in the New York Post
0ffice - with no U. S. postage paid - It was placed aboard a British
Mail Packet and the British due of one shilling four pence was the
British due to the German Frontier, not German destinations I think all
the other markings are German and I have no explanation for thems I
have no record of the boxed marking in red on the back, I do not re-
call that I have ever seen this before« I do not know the exact wording.
It is not listed in the Mendy book,

With regards -
Sincerely yours,
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August 8, 1950

Dear Mr. Ashbrook:

I return enclosed your stamp & photos.
I have carefully compared your 3¢ Or.Brown with my thin paper copies.
It is definitely a Part India paper of the type which seem to turn up
most frequently. It has the peculiar color of these stamps and the
back also matches very well. I understand that a 40x maginification
will identify paper fibers but unfortunately I have no such instrument.
Your stamp is not the very thin paper. A drop of water applied to the
face of your stamp will just sit there whereas on the very thin paper it
will go through immediately. We have never established the true identity
of this paper. Dr. Chase calls them all Part India. I have only 2 of the
very thin, one of them a real sharp impression the other not so good.
Of course in printing a full sheet of 200 stamps you cannot expect 200
L\fiifect impressions. They must have tried several kinds of paper before

‘| resorting to re-cutting and there is always the chance of finding something
unusu&al in the 1-3 & 1l2¢. I have an Or. Brown on a very soft poor thin paper.

Re your photos. I would not dare comment on the forwarded Vera Cruz cover
without seeing the original. It looks like a private ship cover to me.

The 21¢ paid and 16 dec.due is quite normal. The pretreaty U.S. single
rate limit was 1/2 oz. but France figured the single rate per 7% grammes
or approx. 1/4 oz. Therefore you will find quite a few covers showing
this 21 & 16 combination in fact they will probably run about even with
the 21¢ & 8 dec. due which latter, of course, had to be within the french
7% grammes limit.

My U.S. French weight problem does not really enter until you get into

multiple rates. For example a quadruple 4 x 21¢ U.S. rate would not come

out an 8 times 8 decimes but more likely 6 or even 5 times 8 dec.

My notes describe such a cover from France showing 5 times 80 centimes

per 74 grammes prepaid in France but 4 times 5¢ per 1/2 oz. due in the U.S.
" The BRITISH-FOREIGN marking on your photo is a new one to me.,

* If you have a copy of "STAMPS? of Oct. 23, 1937 Hill's article on French
rates has a good chart explaing the 21 & 16 situation.

I was very pleased to hear from you and hope I have been of some help.
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A\lgd 4. 1950.

lir. Bugene Jaeger,
34 Summer Ave,,
Fdgewood 5, Rels o

Dear lVr, Jaeger:

Please note the encloesed photoeprints, They were
sent to me by a friend in Inglands, They are small and not very
good but I think that you will have no frouble reading the
markings, I am wondering if this has thing to do with your

problem of French rating,
>

You will note the I'rench due is "18" declincss Our
2l¢ paid to the British Frontier - Did we rate this us 5 02« OF
under and did the French rate it at over 3 0z.?

On all covers that I have seen of 21/ paid to the
British Mrontier the French due was "8" decimes.  There TIg"
(as due, 4<¢ was pald in the U,S. Please return these prints.

How for another matter - Back in 1936 you loaned me
several copiles of the 3¢ 1851 on very thin India paper. If you
8t1ll have your coples will you please coupare the enclosed copy
with them, Thils copy of mlne does not seem to be on as thin a
paper as the real Indla coples that you showed mee I have
classed this as a "very thin paper" but not the real India, =
hat 1s your opinion?

Stamped addressed envelope for reply.
With regards -
Sincerely yours,
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Pogt Office Department
Agsistant Pogstmaster General
International Postal Service
Washington 25, D. C, ICCH-G%
01z

dJuly 27, 1950

Mr, Elliott D, Warshauer
901 Hillside Boulevard, Carrcroft
Wilmington 281, Delaware

Dear Mr., Warsghauer:

Reference is made to your inguiry of July 24, concerning
the eancellation, in the 1860's, of United States postage stamps on
letters from the Virgin Islands and Puerto Rico,

Available records do not indisate that United States postal
agencies were maintained in those places during the veriod mentioned,

Possibly the letters to which you refer were mailsd on
United States ships on their way from Puerto Rico or the Virgin Islands,
and for that reason were prepaid with United States stamps. International
postal regulations now provide that articles mailed on board ships on the
hizh seas shall be prepaid with postage stamps of the country owning or
operating the vessel, and that those mailed on ships while they are stop-
ping in foreizn ports shall be prepaid with stamps of the country where
the ship is stopping.

Sincersly yours,

Greever Allan (signed)
Director



Post Offiece Department
Assistant Pogstmagter General
International Pogtal Service

Washington 25, D.C, ICCH.Gt
012

August 3, 1950

Mr, E, D. Warshauer
901 'Hillside Boulevard, Carrcroft
Wilmington 281, Delaware
Dear Mr. Warshauner:

This will acknowledge your lstter of July 31, in further
reference to the use of United States postage stamps, during the 1860's,
on articles from Puerto Rico and the Virgin Islands,

From available records it is now possidle to answer authentically
your inquiry as to whether or not stamp stocks were issued to officers on
United States ships during the period in guestion,

Sincerely yours,

Greever Allan (signed)
Director

A
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?&P. %;'xﬁ -'C. Blaka.

V' Spruce Tops"
Kennelunkport, Maine,

Dear Mr, Blake:

Nerewith the cover as per vours of the 19th, There is
8 question in my mind whether this "5ritish Packet” marking was
applied at the Boston Post Office, Therse is no nhoston postmark
on this eover - Is this unusual for the piriod? If the S.L., was
applied at the Boston office we have a three color combination =

ﬁl) B.Le In black
2) PAID in red brown
(3) The credit 130 in red.

Ccould it be possible that the S,L. was & private firm narking?
This 1s quite a nice 1ittle item. The handwriting on the back
looks 1ire J. S, Mardr to me but I am probably mistaken as it 1is
quite doubtful 1f he would know that 140 was the rate and 150 the
cre@it, Still the {20.00 price indicates Hardy.

T would hositate to 'ist this as a Boston marking withe
out more evidence, I have made an intensive search thra my files
and I do not seem to have any record of 1t.

This letter is dated Sep. 7, 1852, which was on & Tuese
day. I believe the Cunard s:ips salled every other Wednesday from
“Boston and Wew York so it is possible that the Asia salled on
Wednesday Sept. 8th, 1852 from Bostons I mention this because I
considered the possibility that this might have been a letter maile
od at the wharf = hence no Doston .M, =~ that is, a Suppleuentary
Mail letter.

Re = 990 ~ How wvory odd that only one example has been
reported with Lhe vear logos I st confess that I had never
notilced tiis befords

Re = your 953 and 934, < Perhaps lack of evidence might
cause of inability to decipher exact rates., 983 appears to be
oximately 150 for gold, but this would not fit 954 if the
tor was an unpaid from Great Britain. I judge 954 wight have
veen frou France (?)e _

when do you plan to return to Brookline?

Cordially yours,




F}cwww
"Spruce Tops"
M 'C . 6 lake’ Kennebunkport

Maine

August 30, 1950

Mr, Stanley. B, Ashbrook .
33 North Fort Thomas Avenue -
Fort Thomas, Kentucky

Dear Mr. Ashbiook:

Thank you for your letter of the 26th returning
my SL BRITISH/PACKET. There is no doubt that the PAID in brownish-
‘red is Boston, P1,33%:598, as well as the lead pencil 140 (Pl,43:748B)
and red credit 130(P1.43:747), which seems to indicate that the.rate
was paid in cash at the Boston post office, rather than mailed at
the wharf, Omission of a Boston town or town packet postmark is not
exceptionalsorat least is occasional, on outbound overseas letters of
Boston origin in the 1850s, Also the variety of colors occurs, in-
cluding quite commonly the circle BOSTON BR, PKT,(P1.40:704) in black
on reverse, but our earliest record of 704 in black is 12/26/52, but
this 704 or its date variant 706 are rather uncommonly found on face
in red: 704 from 12/6/52-6/3/54 and 706 from 5/26/54-6/24/56. This
letter of 9/7/52 is earlier than we have found 704, However, either
701 or 702 in red or 702 or 703 in black are known before Sept.1852,
but I do not recall seeing use of these in 1852 on letters to Thina,
usually on covers to England, The SL as a private firm marking would
be interesting but exceptional without any company indication. I will
check on the sailing of the "Asia" Sept.8,1852 when I return to town,
which probably will be the last week in September, unless the weather
is unfavorableearlier in the month, - -



Lett Dake
Ne Bo:l’-n A etter Dake
Pas*'rn?avk, Hengq Kong
Nev ¢ - 57_

an_Racie Brihsh
SEP %) .{V

Rale 0+ /2 To 3/d oz > {o T NoBoskon P-M.Front or Badc~
BRITISH PACKET - Bywhom AH:.l-c 136 In Red 7 -1852 Was Tues
CUNARD SAILING WAS YWEDN 5 SEP g8 I855%2 For The AsS1A
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September 15, 1950

' Mr, Stanley B Ashbrook,
33 N fort Thomas Ave,,
Fort Thomas, Ky

Dear Stan:

I am enclosing lot # 103 which Ezra bought for me
on the Fox sale for $140,00, This is the cover
you mentioned the "killer" not being New Yorke. u

In case that you feel that this cover is genuine
in every way would you be nice enough to sign it
on the back side for me,

The only other item which I was able to buy was the
Lot # 71 the 1853 post use with the New York canc.
containing 4 bars, This I was fortunate to pick up
for only $77.00.

Understand the "Steamer 10" brought $500. As you say
they sure like pretty covers,

By the way do you happen to have any "Express Mail covers"
for sale ? Happen to have any on the run from Philadelphia
to St. Louis ? If you happen to have any interesting items
let me know,

Will have to be sending you a check for my bother to you.
Caro and I were talking about you and Mildred the other
day ... maybe one of thé#se fall days we may be able to
come down that way. Regards,

Sincerely yours,

A

Ch s¢ M Putnam Jr.

I am holding upf my return on above lot pending your
replye.

MERCHANTS OF COMFORT THRU QUALITY FUELS
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Sept. 16, 1950,

Mr. Charles M, Putnan, Jr.,
% Putnam Supply Co.,
Foot of Spring Sts.,
Peoria 3, Tll.

Dear Charlie:
vours of the 15th received with the 10¢ 1847 cover.

" John Fox telephoned me from Loulsville last night
that he would pay me a visit today = I am expecting him at
noon, so I will hold the cover and discuss 1t with him,

T really do not Xmow whether the stamp originated
on the cover or not and hence I cannot sign it on the back as
emiine, In a case of this kind where an ltem 1s questionable
do not think it should be sold without a Philathlic Foundation
certificates I do not recall a use of a grid like this at
New York, Half of the letter sheet is missing and the tie to
cover is very, very small, I want to discuss thils cover with
John and advise him exactly what I am advising you so that there
will be no mixup if you decide to refuse to accept it.

Mildred and I would surely enjoy having Caro and you
run over for & visit - Maybe we will have some nlce weather in
October,

our best wishes to both Caro and‘you.

Cordially yours,

e
7
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STANLEY B. ASHBROOK
RO T Bax 3T
_33 N. Ft. . Thomas Ave.,

FORT THOMAS, KY: Septr.' 18, 1950,

Dy, Carroll Chase,
¥ ReFoDs 1

) uilford, NeH.
Dear Doc:

In the Fox Sale held in Washington on the 6th of this month

_was a cover (folded letter) to France with a 107 1847 just barely

tied by a round grid in an orange red - and postmarked New Yor in a
ve li.l.m Ted = The use in January 1851, This cover asmrﬁw.oo »
ﬁ%‘]ﬁ been submitted to me for an opinion, The use of a round

on an 1847 stamp at New York appeared most unusual to me,  In
fact, I do not recall ever seeing such an item, TUnfortunately the
letter is missing and there is no indication of the actual origin bub
in the absence of any other postmark one would assume the let ter
originated at New York. i

In your 1916 article - page 334 - I note that you stated:

. "as New York used a square, or rather diamond shaped un=
framed gridiron in red this ls the commonest form other than the first
ment loned, New York also used, though very rarely, the prdinary

round gridiron.

Do you, by chance, recall any special data on the above? 1
am wondering if Wew York actually used a round grid during the life of
the forty-sevens? Perhaps nall going abroad might have originated
elsewhere, for instance Boston, the stamp canceled there with a
round grid and sent on to New York where it was postmarked.

With best wishes -
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Sept. 18, 1950.

Mr, M. Hubert Judd,
"Oneonta"
Dalton, Ga.

My dear Judge:

T am seeking a bit of information and I will appreciate
ghe favor if you can give me any data on the subject. Here is the

query:

"pid you ever see the use of a round gridiron
at the New York Post Office during the life of
the 1847 stamps?"

By any chance have you such a cover in your collection?
If so, may I see 1t?7. .

In the recent Fox Sale held in Washington on the 6th of
this month, Lot 103, was a cover to Paris, France with a 104 1847
ust harely With a red round gridiron cancel., The postmark 1is
ow York. UnBortunately half of the lettér sheet is missing and
there is no evidence as to vhere the letter actually originated.
The New York postmark is the only evidence,

This cover was sent to me for authentication and I was une
able to give a definite opinlon on 1t because I was unable to recall
cover used from New York with the stamp (or stamps) canceled
with a round grid, I went thru my records, photographs, auction

catalogues, otc., but failed to locate any such an itemn,

In the Chase article on the "FORTY SEVENS" published in
the old Philateliec Gazette in 1916, Chase stated on page 354 =
(peferring to cancels on the 1847 stamps): "New York, also sued,
though very rarely, the ordinary round gridiron,” I have often
wondered if that s%atoment was correct., Did New York ever use a
round gridiren on the 1847 stamps - to be more exact - prior to
July 1, 1851.

In the Chase book on the 3¢ 1851=57, Chase stated, page
340 (First Edition), quote:

"I+ should also be mentioned that New York Clty very
rarely, while the Provisionals (5¢ New York) and the 1847 issue
were current, used a round Egidiron. A very few covers have been -
seen thus cance ) poriod, the earliest date noted belng
July 12, 1851, and the latest Doc. 24, 1851, Why this gridiron was
used so rarely I do not lknow. It may possibly have been one held



#2, Mp, M, Hubert Judd, Septs 18, 19504

in reserve" (end)
T will appreciate any information that you can gilve me.

T trust that you are in the best of health and that all
goes well with you and yours.

Cordially yours,'

A}




Sept . 18' 1950.

Mr, Ezra D, Cole,
Nyack, N.Y.

Dear Ez:

Re = the 10¢ '47 cover - Fox Sale - which you bought
for Putnam - To France with 10¢ '47 - I sent it back to Charlie
and Informed him that inasmuch as I was not sure whether it
was good I could not sign it for him, John Fox was here Sate-
urday and T discussed it with him and pointed out the suspicious
points, and told him that Charlie might return it, I also sent
John a copy of my letter to Putnam,.

. If you have time before you leave home see if you can
find any record of the use at New York of a round grid during the
life of the forty-sevens, Chase stated in his 1916 article that,
quotes

"New York also used, though very rarely, the
ordinary round gridiron."

I have a susplelon that Doc may have been wrong, but
it 1s a question that I would like to clear up, ~

With regards -

Yours ete.,
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Sept. 18, 1950,

Mp, Paul Rohloff,
22 West Monroe St,.,

Room 1603,

Chicago, Ills,

Dear Paul:

e Re - the Sampson cover that you bought from
John Fex - 104 1847 =- plus 5¢ 1847, addressed to Paris,
France, There are several points about this cover that
I cannot explain. Will you please send it down to me
so that I can make a minute examination of it. The
letter inside is dated Boeston Jan, 6, 1861.

Thanks .

With best wishes =

Cordially yours,




Sept. 18, 1950,

Dr. Carroll Chase,
ReFoDe 1,
med-’ N.H.

Dear Doec:

In the Fox Sale held in Washington on the 6th of this month
was a cover (folded letter) to France with a 10¢ 1847 just barely

tied by a round grid in an orange red - and postmarked New‘!ogk in a

vermillion red = use in January 1851, This cover s 40,00
and 1t has been submitted to me for an opinion, The use of a round

grid on an 1847 stamp at New York appeared most unusual to me. In
fact, I do not recall ever seeing such an item, Unfortunately the
letter is missing and there is no indication of the actual origin but
in the absence of any other postmark one would assume the letter
originated at New York.

In your 1916 article - page 334 - I note that you stated:

"As New York used a square, or rather diamond shaped un-
framed gridiron in red this 1s the commonest form other than the first
ment ioned. New York also used, though very rarely, the ordinary
round gridiron.”

Do you, by chance, recall any special data on the above? I
am wondering if New York actually used a round grid during the life of
the forty-sevens? Perhaps mail going abroad might have eriginated
elsewhere, for instance Boston, the stamp canceled there with a
round grid and sent on to New York where it was postmarked,

With best wishes =

Yours etc,,
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Sept. 18, 1950.

My, Don Malcoln,
233 Broadway,
New York 7, NeYe

Dear Don:

Please note copy of letter enclesed which please
return.

I discussed this cover with John Fox last
Saturday and he suggested that you might have some data on
the use of a red grid at New York during the life of the
eighteen forty-sevens.

Cordlally yours,




Sept. 18, 19560,

Dps Caproll Chase,
RelPeDe 1
me&. N.He

Dear Doec:

In the Fox Sale held in Washington on the 6th of this month
was a cover (folded letter) to France with a 10/ 1847 just barely
tied by a m_ﬂ__?d g&d in an orange red - and postmarked New Y in a
Ve%amx rod - uge in January 1851s This cover ' 40,00

a8 been subnmitted to me for an opinion. The use of a round
grid on an 1847 stanmp at New York appeared most wmsual to me, In
fact, I do not recall ever seeing such an item, Unfortunstely the
lotter is mias and there is no indication of the actual or but
in the absence any other postmark one would assume the letter
originated at New York,. e , ,

In your 1016 article - page 334 - I note that you stated:

"as Now York used a square, or rathor diamond shaped un-
framod gridiron in ved this is the comonest form other than the first
ment ioned, New York also used, though very rarely, the ordinary

Do you, by chance, recall any special data on the above? I

am wondering if Wew York no&mlly used a round grid during the 1ife of

the forty-sevens? Porhaps mall %osng abroad nsiht have or ted

elsewhere, for instance Boston, the stamp canceled there with a

round gri&nnd sent on to New York where it was postuarked,
With hest wishes =

Yours etc.,




Sep. 17, 1950,

My, Charles M, Putnam, Jr.;
"% % ‘Putnam Supply Co.,

Foot of Spring St.,
Peoria 3, Ill.

Dear Charlie:

: _Further referring to my letter of Saturday, I return here- .
with the 10¢ 1847 cover. I had a talk with John Fox about this yes-
terday and explained to him that you had sent it to me for my opinion
and that I was unable to come to & definite opinlon regarding it and
under the circumstances you night decide to return it., 5o whatever
you do I think Joln will not find any fault, , 285

- I have no recollection of ever seeing a round grid used at
New York during the life of the 1847 stamps. I went ET-#' all my file

of photos but was unable to find such an item. I also searched thru a
nuiber of auction catalogues without finding an example, However, I
referred to the Chase article of 1916 on the 1847's and found the

following, (page 334), quote: \ AL '
"New York also used, though very rapely, the ordinary round

grid."

: - I nay be seeing things but the red of the grid seems different
from the red of the postuark, The former appears to my eye to be more
of an orange red, I got this same reaction under my lamp « also in ex=
aning the inside of the cover, the red ink of the postmark appears :
different from the red ink of the small bit on the cover to right of the
stampe ' o '

One more point 1s this - In the absence of any other U, S,
postuark on face I dssume the origin was Wew York and if New York, then
the grid would have been applied at New Yorks This was a "shore to
ship" rate requiring 5¢ per § ounce, To have required a payment of 10¢ .
the letter would have to have weighed over % es The French due on
this letter was 15 dgmu or azgr‘oxim , 280% I am not absolutely
sure but my lmpress 8 that 1f the letter weighed over 4 an ounce a

higher sum than 15 deecimes would have been due in France,

i I may be all wrong in my examination of the cover and it might
be absolutely gemuine, If 1t 1s, then it must be a darn rare cover =
and would prove what Chase atatea in his 1916 article,

, Further re- the French Due of 15 decimes, This letter was
transnitted by a British Packet from New vork under the terms of the UsS.=.
British Treaty which provided a rate of 24¢ to England, Divided = U.S¢
5¢ - sea 164 - British 3¢ - Therefore, Af this letter originated at Wew:

- York, to have required a pay of 1l0¢ would have meant over § ounce or

. 2= 21¢ would have been due for the carrilagé merely to Great Britain, '

This 1s vhy I stated above that I belleve a higher sum would have been
due in France than 15 decimes, o -

With regards - Cordially yours,



Sept. 21, 1950,

LOPY
Mr, Harold W, Stark g [J
" P. 0. Box 288, yor ik
v Ann Arbor, Mich. lo
Dear Harold: ME P(a s

‘ Mr. Eugene Jaeger recently loaned me two rather interesting
covers - Both were from England to this eountry - one in 1860 - the
other in July 1866, The former showed & rating in accordance with the
1848 Treaty, viz: On a letter of over 1 ounce - four rates were
chargeable - For example, over 1l ounce =~ under 1§ ounces - four rates
were chargeable - not three., The second cever of July 1866 had three
British one shillifg stamps and a red handstamped credit of "3 "
The letter showing a triple rate with a triple eredit to the Ueoe TeUuDls
of 3 x 21¢ (16 plus y Amer. Pkt,"

If my memory serves me correctly this is the only U.S.~British
trigle 246 rate that I have ever seen, It is evidence that at some
per atween 1860 and July 1866 a change was made in the Anglo-American
Tr:aty‘Whereby the rating was per half ounce the same as the U.S. domestic
me hon

Under investigation I noted the following:

1859 = Polis & Re = Under "Rogg%atious" « page 88 = Sece 157 =
entitled - "Rule of rating letters, ete., , @ ote:

‘ "A1l letters to and from foreign countries (France and the
British North American Provinces excepted) are to be charged with single
rate of postage, if not exceeding the welight of half an ouncej; double
rate if exceeding half an ounece, but not exceeding an ounce; quadruple
ounce, but not exceeding two ounces; and so on, ;

or every ounce or fractional of an ounce over

The full text of the above will be found in my One Cent Book
(1851-57) = Vol. 2 - page 347.

Because of the war, no P.L, & R. was published between 1859
and 1866,

I have an unofficial book entitled -
"pPost Office Directory for 1866"
~— Nevised and corrected
to
October let, 1865

Published by the American News Company = 121 Nassau St., New York.
This contains the same instructions regarding the "Rating of Letters"
as contained in the P.L., & R, of 1859, I note the following in the
P,L. & R, of 1866 = Regulations - page 47 =~ Sec. 2€3:



#2. Wr. Harold W. Stark, Sept. 21, 1950,

"All letters addressed to British Colonies and fore
countries via England, or to Delgium, are to be charged with single
rate of postage, not exceeding the weight of half an ounce; '
double rate if exeeeding half an ounce, but not exceeding an ounce;

uadruple rate, if exceeding an ounce, but net exceeding two ounces;
N g—af-1L-——y;- |

and S0 on, oharging twe ra;es for every ounce or fractional part of
an ounce over tge St rate. A8 this mle differs from thet followéd
in respect to domestic letters, great care 1s requisite to prevent
mistakes, Letters in the mail to France are to be charged with sidngle
rate of pestage, 1f not exceeding the weight of one-quarter ouncej
double rate if exceed a quarter, but not exceeding half an ouncej
and 80 on, an additlo rate being charged fer each quarter ounce or
rractionai part of a quarter ounce - Letters addressed to Great Britain
and Ireland, or to the German States, 6tC., when sent vlg Bremen or _
urg, and the British North American Provimces, are rated in the
same manner as domestic letters, one rate being n half

The 1866 P.Ls & R, 1s dated March 1, 1866, so evidently the
Regulation changing the rating of letters was made between Oct. 1,

({65 1856 and Mareh 1, 1866,

The Jaeger cover i1z the only one that I have ever seen with
the handstamped British credit of -"63 CENTS" - The Treaty expired
as of Dec. 31, 1867, so the rating was evidently only in effect during
1866 and 1867. : , :

STANLEY BAASH wook/

i P 0. Box 231
( ’ 33 N. Ft. Thomas Ave,,

FORT THOMAS, KY,



Septs 21, 1900,

lire Pugene Jaeger,
54 Sumer Ava.,
rdgewood 5, M.ls

Dear Mpr, Jaeger:

Kindly pardon the delay in replying to yours of the Oths
Never before do I recall seeing a triple rate to or from G.Be., hence
your cover to New York was quite a surprises This 1s routed via the
City of Paris” -« an Anerican Packet - hence the credit per rate was
167 sea plug 5¢ U.Ss or 3 x 21 - 63, Inasmuch as thoy had a hande
stamp with "63 Cents"” it seems possible that at some time in the 15H
of the 1848-1868 - twenty year treaty a change was made in ratings =
&

Consider your other cover = This evidently prepald at 2 rates -
that is, over ¢ and wnder 1 owce tut 1t was found to we ‘A8 UTAXZ9E -
"over 1 oz.8 - hence was rated as entirely unpaid with 4 rates due =
1.0 = 4 x 247 due with a debit of 4 x 3¢ or 124 as 1t 0 came over
by "Amer. Pkte" - Thus I judge that as late as Feb, 1860 no change had
been made in the original rating of "over 1 0z, = 4 rates."

Latexr
I note the following in the P.L. & Re of 1866 - Regulations =
page 47 - Sec, 2633 ‘

"A1l letters addressed to British Colonles and fore
countries via Mngland, or to "elglum, are to be charged with single rate
of postage not exceeding the welght of half an ounce; double rate if
exceeding half an ounce, but not exceeding an MMB
exceeding an ounce, but not exceeding two ounces; 80 on, €
two rates for every ounce or fractional of an ounce over the first
Yate., A8 this mle differs irom that fo ed in respect to domestic
letters, great cmre 1s requisite to prevent mistakes, Lotters in the
mail to France are to be charged with s rate of postage, if not oxe
ceeding the welght of one-quarter ouncej double rate if exceeding a
quarter, but not exceeding mlf an ouncej and 80 on, an additional rate
being charged for each quarter ounce or fractional part of a quarter

ounce =« Letters addressed to Great Bmﬁ% and Ig_(o!_l‘a% s Or to the German
States, etc,, sent via Dhremen Gs AN British North
American Provinces, are rated in the s ag domestic

rate being c¢h or e ounce or pa
an! !!!"mmo"o. x::::x:r.,'ea‘:«s.i 55 g G 'Wa'EIon);.

Because of the war, no P,l.s & Re was published between 1869
and 1866, I note the following in the Pelie & Re = under the

Wm" - page 88 - See, 157 - entitled, "Rule of rating letters
Ce" = quoOte:




4
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A1l letters to and fron fore Wg'x countries (France and the

npitish North Amrdcan Provinces exce are to be charged wa.eh mxo

rate of post , Af not exceeding the tornalrmmmm

rate 1f ox half an ounce, b not. oxnoodim m ouncej quadruple
: geding ounce bntnotmmmmwgrmﬁmon,

Your two covers herewith confirm tha ahove Ragulntiona-
I have an unoffieial book entitled -

"post Office tory for &
"""T“"Eé’a!w %’b"ﬁkﬁﬁ: !

to
Qotober lgt, 1865
This uontains the same instructions regarding the "Rat!.ng of Lotterc an
contained in the P.le & Re Of 1859

‘ he 1866 P.lis & R. 18 dated March 1, 1866, so eviden  4hin
Remulation changing the rating of letters was made Lotwoen Octe 1e 1885

iarch 1, 18606
I am returning your two covers herewithe

: Again 1 mention, never before have 1 seen this "63 Cents" and
naturally it 1s rare hecause the only Troaty expired Dece 51, 1807.

Thanks very much for a look at those two COVErss
Cordially yours,




Septs 81, 1950,

]

¥r. Bugene Jaeger,
34 Suwmer Ave,,
Kdgewood 5, Mels

Dear Mr, J aogor:'

Kindly pardon the delay in replying to yours of the 9the
Never before do I recall seeing a triple rate to or from (G.B,, hence
gour cover to New York was quite a surprise, This is routed via the
City of Paris" - an American Packet < hence the credit per rate was
164 sea plus 5¢ U.8, or 3 x 21 -~ 63, Inasmuch as they had a hand-
stamp with "63 Cents" it seems possible that at some time in the 1life
of the 1848-1868 = twenty year treaty a change was made In rating.

Consider your other cover - This evidently pre 1d at 2 rates -
that is, over § and wnder 1 ounce but 1t was found to welgh, as maried -
"over 1 “'34’ hence was rated as entirely unpaild with 4 rates due -
.o. - 4 x 24¢ due with a debit of 4 x 3¢ or 12¢ as it also came over
by "Amer. Pkt." - Thus I judge that as late as Feb, 1860 no change had

been made in the original rating of "over 1 oz, =~ 4 rates.”
Later

I note the following in the P.L. & Re of 1866 - Regulations -
page 47 - Sec, 20633

"All letters addressed to British Colonies and fore
countries via Jngland, or to Delgium, are to be charged with single rate
* of postage not exceeding the weight of half an ounce; double rate if
exceeding fmlr an ounce, but not exceeding an ouncej le rate, if
exceeding an ounce, but not exceeding two ouncesj and so0 on, ¢
two ratog for every ounce or fractional t of an ounce wor the first
Ce this rule differsirom that followed in respect to domestic
letters, great care is requisite to prevent mistakes. Letters in the
mall to France are to be charged with nngle rate of postage, if not ox=-
ceeding the welght of one-quarter ouncej double rate if exceeding a
quarter, but not exceeding malf an ounce; and so on, an additional rate
being chargod for each quarter ounce or fractional part of a quarter

ounce = ggttora addressed to Greab Brl.?zn and Ireu%. or to the German
States, ete., n sent v renen an an British North
American Provinces, are rated in the same nor as domestic letters

one rate be! ch or eac ounce or onal part o

an ounce, xxxxx etc, quotation).

- Because of the war, no P.,L. & R, was published between 1859
and 1866, I note the follow in the 9 PoLs. & Re = under the
‘m" ~ page 88 - Sec, 157 - entltled, "Rule of rating letters
etec." = quote:
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, "All letters to and from fore countries (France and the
British North Arerican Provinces excepted) are to be charged with single
rate of postage, if not exceeding the weight of half an ounce; double
rate if exceeding half an ounce, hut not exceeding m ounce; Guadruple -
rate, if exceed ounce, but not exceeding two ounces; and o on,

o rates Jor every ounce or fractional part of an ounce over

Your two covers herewith com"im the above Regulations.
I have an unofficial book entitled =

- "Post 01‘1'_1% Dﬁ““’l f% 1866"
nev correc

to
October 1lst, 1866

This contains the same instructions regarding the "Rating of Letters" as
econtained in the P.L, & R, of 1859,

The 1866 PeL. & R. 1s dated March 1, 1866, so evidently the
Regulation changing the rating of letters was made between Oct, » 1865

and March 1, 1866,
I an returning your two covers herewith,

: Again I mention, never before have I seen this "63 cants' and
naturally it 1s rare because the only Treaty expired Dec. 31, 1867,

Thanks very mch for a look at these two covers,
Cordially yours,



Sept. 28’ 1950,

A}

My, Pugene Jaeger,
34 Swmer AVe.,
EdSOWOOd 5. RQI'

Dear lire Jaeger:

Herewith the cover as per yours of the 25ths I must
confess that I never before saw & cover rated like this. The
"mipernia” was a Cundrd Packet and the sallings in 1849 oc~
curred on WWednesdays. I note the letter is dated Wew York July
10th, 1849 which was a Tuesday, 8o evidently this lotter wenb
by the Hibernia the next day. Bearing no New York postmark 1%
wae evidently not placed in the New vork P,0. and it appears
that all the British consldered was & proper rate to collect was
their 19¢ - 16¢ sea and 3¢ domestic - under the troaty. This
seems most umsual but at any rate they collected the sum they
were entitled to collect and inasmuch as they had no debilt of 5¢
fpom the U. S. they had no accounting to make to use Yes, 1
think your analysis of 9% pence due 1s correct.

Re = your query - "Article XIII" « was contained in
Chapter II of the Amended Treaty dated May 14, 1849, This Nay
14th Treaty was termed: "Settlement of Dotails under the rostal
e with Great Brit "Tho "AoLALLE" Were AdiL.Lions To the
original treaty and pr ed « quote:

"por carrying into executlon the Convention of Dec=~
ember 15, 1848."

Exhibit "B" was & part of the May 14th document.

Regarding rates to China at that time = Exhibit "D" in
the May agreement fixed the rates to various countries = for ex~

ample to Ch
'no%ioxcoe 5 oz.; 45¢

via Sout on
Regarding the latter rate - thils was figured as folleﬁ%z

By Aumer, Packet
eSe 21¢

gritig %
ore
« To5d

Does the above answer your queryf If not, please advise,

Sincerely yours,




Sept. 21. 19504

' + Harold W. Stark,
3 Pe0eBox 288' :
; Ann Arbor, Mich,

Wear Harold:

Please pardon the delay in retﬁm!ng the covers as per yours
of the 13th, I have been slowed down with a very bad head cold that
made life miserable for over ten days, I must have pilcked up some sort
of a germs ; ; ;

4 The 4¢ cirecular rate to Liverpool is most wusual and I judge
two (2) eirculars were enclosed making the U.S., rate 2 x 2¢, Welght
notHing to do with the rate as shown by the British "2" pence due,
which wag according to weight, I don't recall that I ever saw a "2 - -
circular rate - such as this - to England" « See my One Cent book =

Vol. 2 = page 336 for the British "2,": !

' On mail to G,B, the P,L. & R. stated: “Pamphlets and period=
focal two cents cach" etes < See One Cent book - Vol, 2 -~ page 346 =
The P.Le & Re pil%e 6l to right « This the 1857 = last paragraphe
Newspapers and clrcular maill could not be prepald to destination and

no doubt the difference in rating vas the reason.

| ~ 3¢ 1861 cover Newport R.l. Sep. 25, 1861, No Harold I would
not call this a LUK bub rather 4 near p: or "Pinkish Rese," Years
ago we were in t bit of roferring to such cglors as the "early

birds" - that is, early printings of the 3¢ 1868, This stamp is a fine
Rose - very fine with a trace of PINKISH.

2 ME to Switzerland in 1867 - I believe that your analysis 1s

v correct - ve a record ol a similar cover from Harrisburg, Pa. June ll,
1866 (yours is Jan 25, 1867) - It has two 10¢ 1861 plus a diagonal hall

34 of a.2¢ black Jacke It 1s routed "Via Havre & France" and has a New

fo, York postmark - "N, YORK - U,S, PEP % JUN 14 - PAID" Over this 1s the
blue Bremen marking as per your covers .

o m7 I believe that you are wrong about the "18" = This is a
Oq foreign marking - (in my opinion), and not a credffs The rate to Bremen
bo | at this time waslO¢ - Via Bremen to Switzerland it was 19/ (por 3 ounce).

3z '57 block - Zxtremely nice - I note the letter was dated
et - SeFe postmark is apperently Ape 9 1860,

‘-  Thanks Haro%d for the invitation to the D.P,S8, party

> Saturday., FEmmerson Krug and Ezra Cole will be here Friday and Saturday,
Also over the weekend, Henry Abt of New York, In addition the €ineinnati
Pallatelie Society is givlng a dinner and Ixhibitilon Saturday night.
Rimember me to all my good friends in the DyP.,8, and tell them I will




#2- My, Harold W, Stark. Sept. 21. 18604

miss being at the party this year,

!; ~fam11y.

ke
L;W
o+
&

Mildred joins me in best wishes to Ruth, you and all the

Cordially yours,




Sept. 28, 1950,

Mr, Winthrop S. Boggs
% The Philatelic Foundation,
22 Bast 35th St.,
New York 16, N.Y.

Dear Win: z

Yours of the 26th recelved. Herewith I return the
photo-print.

1 am sure that we both have a very clear understanding
of the "combination covers," >

I can well appreciate why the New York P.0, did not
colleet any further pestage on the 3¢ 151 = Beaver cover, photo
which I sent you but the photo herewith is an entirely different
proposition, In this case the full rate was not prepaid in
Canada and the U. S. received nothings It is true that Canada
received her share (and more) to the border but the letter should
have been rated as entirely unpaid and not PAID, so that New York
could have collected 104, It seems that both offices did what
they should not have doneé., There 1s no question but what New
York should have collected 10¢ on this letter, that is, provided
1t 1s gemuine. If it is genuine, 1t is quite an interesting
COVEelre :

With regards -

‘Sincerely yours,




THE PHILATELIC FOUNDATION
22 EAST 35TH STREET

TRUSTEES NEW YORK 1 6, N. Y. TRUSTEES

ADMIRAL FREDERIC R. HARRIS

CHAIRMAN MURRAY HILL 3-5667 GEORGE R. M. EWING
THEODORE E. STEINWAY SOL GLASS

TREASURER WINTHROP S. BOGGS, DIRECTOR MALCOLM JOHNSON
ROBERT L. GRAHAM, Jr.

SECRETARY HARRY L. LINDQUIST

. HUGH M. CLARK SAUL NEWBURY

MRS. JOHN D. DALE Sept ember 26 . 1950 A. H. WILHELM

Mr. S. B. Ashbrook

33 N. Ft. Thomas Avenue
Ft. Thomas

Kentucky

Dear Stan: e

— I return herewith the photograph of ;oz)ue-’r cover from
Toronto to New York bearing a 3¢ 1851 and a 3p Beaver. While
this does not meet with the treaty terms this form of pre-
payment does occur occasionally and, if you will refer to my ‘.
Appendix D, #8, you will see a footnote which also refers you \
to #17, 18, 19 and 47, which shows this problem as coming up \
all the time, particularly #19 which specifically says that \
"le tters passed bearing U. S. stamps should be rated unpaid, \
to be accepted or rejected by the U. S. Post Office authorities", \
| and that is what I think happened with the cover we are dis- ).

[”“’ As a matter of fact we have before us now a cover from
Canada to New York bearing 1% 3p which is unquestionablg OK but
which the postmaster at Port Hope either misunderstood ®r was
, prevalled upon to accept, after paying the full rate. 1In other
‘”F'y words the 3p paid the Canadian rate smd the % of 3p paid the
=’ U, S. postage. It cer tainly does not mean that there was a 4ip
/ rate. I enclose a photograph of it which I would appreciate your
Lreturning prompt 1y. ]

S

I have your articles from Stamps concerning the 1847s
and will adapt as much as possible and if I do desire to publish
the corrections, will consult with you. In regard to the 1847
cover appearing as Lot 33 in the Harmer, Rooke sale, September 26th,
I am, as you can readily understand, not permitted to comment upon
a decision made by the Committee. However, I will present your
letter on this before the Committee at its next meeting which is
October 2nd.

I trust by now you have had the article in the Belasse
magazine translated and perhaps it contained some matters of interest.

With kindest regards, I am

Sincerely yours,

wsb/1
encl,




Sept. 28, 1950,

Mr. Harold W, Stark,
P. O, Box 288,
Ann Arbor, Mich,

8
-

‘Dear Harold: % ,‘
Fd .
Re - that cover with the 3¢ 1851 - and Canadian 3 pence
Beaver from Toronto in 1853 to New York. . I sent a photo to Boggs ;
and his comment was as follows: : i
: < v g
"I roturn herewith the photogr&ph of the cover from {"

Toronte to New York bearing a 3¢ 1851 and a 3p Beaver, While this
does not meet with the treaty terms this f orm of prepayment does
occur occasionally and, if you will refer to my Appendix D, #gik

you will see a footnote which also refers you to #17, 18, 19 and

47, which shows this problem as conming up all the time, particularly
#19 which specifically says that tletters passed bearing U, S. stamps
should be rated unpaid, to be accepted or rejected by the U.S. Post
Of fice authorities,! and that is what I think happened with the

cover we are discussing."

In other words Harold, if the U, S. officials were satisfiled
as to the payments it was okay., Inasmuch as Canada gol her 3p on this
letter, and the U, 8, got 3¢ = the letter did go thra as fully paid -
no doubt about that whatsoever, I still think that this would make a
fine addition to your other cover with a 5¢ '47 and a Beaver,

Boggs sent me a photograph of a cover which someone sent
to the P.F, Expert Committees It has a Beaver and a diagonal half
in a horiz, pair - it was Port Hope U.Ce to New York City. Canada
handstamped it "Canada = Paid 1Octs" (two lines). No postage was
collected at New York, BDoggs stated the cover is génuine., On an item
like this, if genuine, I think New York should have collected 10¢ ine
asmach as the gﬁII rate (6 pence) had not been paid in Canada and
we had recelved nothing, Commenting on the cover Boggs stated:

"As a matter of fact we have before us now a cover from
Canada to New York bearing 1¥ 3p which is unquestienably OK but which
the postmaster at Port Hope elther misunderstood or was prevailed
upon to accept, after payling the full rate, In other words the 3p
paid the Canadian rate and the % of 3p paid the U.S. postage. It cer=
tainly does not mean that: there was a 4gp rate, I enclose a‘ghoto—
graph of 1t which I would apmreciate your returning promptly.

How was the party last Saturday?
With best wishes -

- Cordially yours,







Octe 7, 1950,

« Emmerson C. Krug,
3000 ”» 13th Aveo’ South’
Birmingham, Ala.

Dear Em:

Your Special did not arrive until 9:30 p.m. last
night (Friday). I forwarded the cover first thiamg this
morning as per copy of letter herewith,

There i8 no question but the cover is a fake and
the chances are that neither of the stamps originated on the
cover, With 307 due in France a payment of Sgg;could not have
been "Insufficiently Paid." No dealer should of fer a cover
like tTls without some assurance that it is genuine, They
don't seem to care whether buyers get gypeds I never received
a catalogue, It 1s but a guess as to what stamps were on this
cover originally - anything under 30¢ could have: been prepaid.

Inasmuch as the erooks on this side had no knowlédge of markings
in Seybold's time I judge the cover was "fixed" in this country.

I won't say anything to Ezra but inasmuch as you are
not going to buy the cover I suggest you tell him I said 1t is
bad,.

Have been so busy haven't had time to send your covers
to you but will do so over the weekend,

Regards -

Yours ete.,

A



oct. 7, 1950.

Mr, Carl E. Pelander,
545 Fifth Ave.,
Hew York 17, HN.Y,

Deary Carli

The enclosed cover was sent to me by Emuerson
Krug of Birmingham for my examination and opinion with
request that I forward it to you. It came in late last
night by. special delivery and I am forwarding first
thing this morning.

I did not receive a catalogue of this sale,

I am enclosing postage and would appreciate a
CODPY e

My kindest repards -
Cordially yours,

e
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Octe. 8, 1950,

re Jack E. Molesworth,
102 Beacon,
Boston 16, Mass,

Dear Jack:
Herewith the two covers as per yours of the 6th.

I note this was postmarked the 7th - It reached me at 11l:30
A, today (Sunday) « On the back it bears a Louisville p.m. of Oct.
7th - 1:30 P.M, Why it went en to Loulsville I do not know unless it
did not come by a paane direct to Cincinnati.

Re - the 5¢ 1856 cover - This is a fake - that is, the 5/
stamp did not originate on this cover, In fact, the use of this cover
was in the very late 1860's and the original rate was 30¢. I feel
reasonably sure that a 30¢ 1861 was removed and the 5/ 1856 substituted,
You will note that the crook took special pains to remove all evidence
of actual year use. I suppose he figured that this would be much
easier than changing the year dates in the French markings, 7The New York
postmark proves the original rate of 30¢, and the San Francisco postmark
proves that the period of use was the late sixties, O0f course, the
other cover ls genuine in every respect,

There was never a "5S¢ Rate" to France but rate "5/ payments"
on mail to France, Such paymen were prior to April 1, 1857. On
that date the U.S.-French Postal Treaty went into effect,

One nore point -~ There never was a "5¢ payment” en mail from
California to France, during the life of the 5¢ 1856 stamp, We f
covers from New Orleans to France between April 1856 and April 1lst, 1857
with the 5¢ 1856, but during that period such a letter would have re-
quired a prepayment of 10¢ had it originated in California, Thus you
willl note that this cover is really absurd in more particulars than one.
I have made no mention of the cancelation on the stamp or the stamp
itself as I doubt if it would be necessary,

Ny fee for the above is {5.00.

Re = the Overland Mall, PFrom the late fifties until the
railroad was completed in 1869 we had two mail routes bebween the East
and the Pacifilc Coast States - via Panama and Overland, Both of these
covers were routed "Overland,” Had this been omitted they would have
been sent by the Ocean lMail via Panama, Note the 1865 cover - the
elapsed time was S.,F. Sep., 5, 1865 - New York Sep. 30 - or approximately
25 days (Sep. 30 don't represent receipt but steamer departure from N,Y.)
whereas the fake cover shows 14 days - which is a further indication that
the letter was in the late sixties - as the Overland stage was between
the completed rail lines - one building east - the other biilding west -

Does all of the above give you a clearer picture?

Sincerely yours,



Sabmitted lo/ig-1950 By The Philalelic Foundahon - 5:B.A. Repovred
The Féstamp 1s Nobt A PINK) But Rother A Pinxish Ros€ —Seme bimes
Clossed As A NEAR PINK- The Use WashOcT23 7 Evidently 186) —
Which Yould Pe Quite Gorrect For The (ole v~ And Yecar Us'e oF

Fom nﬁ’th"tl‘] No Evidence 6F Any Cancel Rervxlov«\ én
- Therefereln My opimen This Cover s
GENVINE [n Evcry Rejr:ea\{\ ‘\8@'“ (B loccticas (« o 1%-54




THE PHILATELIC FOUNDATION
22 EAST 35TH STREET

TRUSTEES NEW YORK 1 6’ N. Y. TRUSTEES
ADMIRAL FREDERI‘C:Hl:.l:ﬁIE‘RIS °  MURRAY HILL 3-5667 GEORGE R. M. EWING
THEODORE E. STEINWAY SOL GLASS

TREASURER WINTHROP S. BOGGS, DIRECTOR MALCOLM JOHNSON
BERT L. GRAHAM, Jr.
RREEL szcm:'unv HARRY L. LINDQUIST
HUGH M. CLARK SAUL NEWBURY
ARS. JOHN D. DALE October 16 ) 1950 A. H. WILHELM

Mr. S. B. Ashbrook

33 N. Ft. Thomas Avenue
Ft. Thomas

Kentucky

Dear Stan:

Thank you for your recent letter and I would
presume you are coming to the Moody sale which takes
place later this month. If so, please let know know
as there are a number of fellows who want to have the

privilege of meeting you. 3461 lodg7 Fox

I enclose three items #2641, 2642 and 2658 on
which we would appreciate your opinion. ;
No rhaka

Anticipating seeing you soon, I am

Sincerely yours,

THE PHITATELIC FOUNDATION

wsb/1
encl.




Oct. 18, 1950,

Mr. We S« Boggs,
4 The Philatelic Foundation,
22 Bast 35th 5t.,
New York 16, N.¥.

Dear Win:

As per yours of the 16th, I am returning herewlth
itens -

#8641 ~ 2642 ~ 2658,

Rogarding 2642+ I made a very thorough examination of
this cover last Augusl belire 1t came up in the Fox sale at
Philadelphila on sSep. 6the I made enlarged photos of the stamp
by quartz lamp, ete. eteo., bub was unable to detect any avidence
that the stamp did unot originate on this cover, "The French due
marking does not indieate that more than 5/ was prepaid, hence I
was susplcious that a 57 1847 had been renovad and a 104 1847
had been substituted, This suspicion was heightenad by the fact
that the use of & round grid at Tew York in 1850 was most un-
comuone, Ailsc I was & bit suspicious that the ink of the grid was
different from that of the WsY. postmark, but I suppose I was
mistaken. If the Committee desires a further sxplanation regard=-
ing the cover I will be glad to furnish sane,

Yeu might also report to the Committee that I think
that certificate No, 2160 should be ealled in and canceled,

I regret Lo state that I will be unable to attend the
Hoody sale which starts next kHonday though I am hoping I will be
able to obtain same nice things from it,.

With regards =

Cordially yours,
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Photo of A Photo Print By Dr W.3.Polland — Coverin Culleckten ot HenryChalone
2612 Ashly Ave Berkeley 5 - Cali} - Received Oct 20 1956 - Dr P. statec| -"In
The Riqht Upper Corner !s A Parkial Shrike ofF PloNEx R Whieh Was

Pal ON To Tie A Stamp Whieh Was kater Removed. TheStamp Was
Horizontal. Untertunghely The GHesY Impressien Does Nob Shew Tee
clearly On The Pholoqrabh
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Octe 28, 1950,

Mr, BEarl Antrm.
319 Holly - Box 749,
Nampa, Idaho.
%

Dear Barls

Herewith the two Confed items contained in yours of the 23rd.
Thanks very much, I made a very careful examination of the nrEN"
cover, Vhen I had i1t here before the sale I didn't have time to study
the stamp or the postuark earefully. The postmark has me a bit puzzled
but I am of the opinion that nothing is wronge I don't believe the
use could have been 1864 because the don't look anything like a
"4" and if it wasn't 1864 it had to be 1863, ih which event this is the
earliest known use of the "THEN," The stamp is unliked the early milky
blue "TENS" - In fact, it is more of a grayish slate color. This
seenms quite odd and such a color surely does not seem ssible for a
use in April 1863, I doubt if the thieck ink used for his stamp and
the Frame Line was affected by the salt alr at lobiles In other words,
I doubt if the shade is & "natural color changeling." The letters of
"APR" appear to be sans-seriff but it is barely possible this appear-
ance may-be due to the very heavy strike of the stamper, If the
"APR" is sans-seriff, I never saw such type used at Mobile for a month
logo. Unfortunately I have no photographs that I can locate that show
a Mobile double cirele postmark with an "APR." I am wondering 1f you
have such 2 2tem in your collectlon. =

As you are aware that fellow over in Parls 1s turning out some
very clever counterfeit lmitations of the "TMN" and quite a nuuber of them
are showing upe There was one offered in a Pelander sale thls month,

When 1 firast saw your cover I wondered if some fixer had put a Speratl
gako on a patriotic envelope - the lobile postmark looked so darn queer
O Nee :

One more word about the early date of use. Sometime in

April 1863, the Richmond office used a postmark with a slug for the day
date, I have often suspected that this "slug date” was actually Apr

1863 = (Monday) = I have never seen a Richmond postmark of April 18635
W the dat e of 20 In the Mind collection there was a cover with a
TEN canceled by Kichmond - Apr - slug = 1863. This might be an earlier
use than yours, Perhaps you are aware that the earliest use known of the
"Fpame Line" is Richmond Apr 19 1863 (Sunday)e

Re - your plece of cover with the 2¢ Memphis, I do not feel
that I am competent to pass on this item because I am not famillar to
any extent with Memphis postmarks. Rather than & cover this looks like
it might have beena wrapper, Gemuine covers with the §¢ Memphis are
very rare - 80 my adv@ce would be to submit this to the Philatelic
Foundation and have it ‘authenticated, .

I don't like the "TEN" for Tennessee - but that might not mean -
a thing. Richey owned a var{ £ine cover at one time showing the Drop
rate in Jan, 1862, It went to Brooks and I sold 1t when I broke up that
collection, The "TEN" in that postmark was quite different from the one



#2. MPe Zarl Antrim, Oct. 28, 1950,

on your item, See the Dietz book, page 328 - for the marking on the
m.ohoy - Bmoks covers

Earl I do not kmow of any way that the ink might be tested
to" fmwo 1ts vintage, If Memphis used a t;ypo or postmrk such as
this, then surely examples are known. ng ust looks bad
but M I stated, my opinion is not wwth hing on his item,

Inasmch as Larry and Mac are interested in these two ltems .
I an sending @oples of this lettor to them.

With best regards =
Cordlally yours,



Doherty, Clifford & Shenfield, Inc.

ADVERTISING
350 FIFTH AVENUE « Empire State Building « NEW YORK 1, N. Y.

L]

November the ninth
19 506

Dear Stans

Thanks for yours of the 5th, together with the splendid
quartz lamp photographs of Antrim's TEN cover and the 2¢ Memphis.
I got out my collection last night and carefully examined the
"April 23" in the Antrim example. I also checked the cancel
again very carefully and although I had no April use in Mobile,

I again had an example with a heavy smeary impression which in
part looks very much like the Antrim example although of course
not April use.

I certainly admit the year date does not look like 1864
but I am wondering whether it is possible that it could be 1863
with a wrong year date. For example, I am discovering now from
my copies that Mobile did not always use a year date in 1863.
The figures 2 and 3 in April 23 check absolutely with Mobile
numerals and they are exactly the right size in comparison with
the month designation. You know so often these fakes have small
deviations in the month or day logos.

Also one of the tricks in the Hobile cancel is that the M
of Mobile is a little closer to the first A of Ala. than is the
final E to the final A in Ala. <This slight difference is exactly
the same in the Antrim exemple. I do wish this cover that come
from some correspondence that was well lmown. Did you examine the
address —— it looks labored and I know of no other cover from this
correspondence. I wonder whether Fox would tell anyone where he
got the cover.

A11 in all, Stan, I think we have no proof that this is
bad except circumstantial eolor and year date. Of one thing I an
certain —— it is not 1863 use as I have never seen an April or
first few days of May use of TEN that was in any other impression
than the early impression of this stamp. I assume of course it is
not a changeling and I did not test it for that.

I appreciate your remarks on the “emphis and I am glad
you made a record of the piece. The Pratt letter is now in Mae's
hands. One of the finest Louisiana Committee pieces is the Block
of 12 of the 2¢ Red to pay the 12 time circular rate. This piece
was left over from Knapp's lot and was sold in the Phillip Sale by
Scott a few years ago. It has on its face "forwarded by the
Louigiana Committee at Mobile".

Best regards,
TELEPHONE: BRyant 9-0445 OOJ\)’_X




oct. 29, 1950,

Mr. Emmerson C. Xrmg,
Birminghan, A1a,

Dear Hm:

Your air special came at noon todays I note your Delle
is Yesterday 1:30 P.Ms = Louisville Oct, 28 - 7 P.Ms Newport
8130 A.l,

Herewith the cover from the Pelander sale - First to
note is that there is no year date in evidence on the cover -
second, that the strike on the 124 1s rather faint and looks a
pit different from the killer on the 3¢ - third, the rate must
have been 77 plus 8¢ registered - the latter was payble in stamps -
Fourth, the 7¢ rate "Via P,C.M." went into effect Oct. 1, 1871,
Hence this use was April 1072 or later, The question arises =
were these stamps used on this cover that late. Oan Francisco
did use the type of killer that is on the 3¢ stamp - Everything
considered it is my opinion that the dover is genuine but that tﬁe
use wasg April 1872 or later.

Regards =

Yours etc.,




MORRISON CAFETERIA COMPANY

INCORPORATED

Saturday Al.
Oct. 28, 1950.

n

« Stanley B. Ashbrook,
o« Ft. Thomas Ave.,
rt Thomas, Ky.

Dear Stan,

I just came in town from Mobile and found Fhe enclosed
cover being my only strike in the Pelander sale. I made a lot of bids
but missed on all the others. Therevas no mention of this being 2

o
regigstered cover in the write-up but so being I thought you would

like to see it. No registering in retarning it necessary.
Will enswer your letters tomowrow.

Sincerely,

Enclosed Lot 75 Pelander sale $26.00

¢




Nov. 1, 1950.

_/
i /// £ ﬂ a,eﬂ/
{ ¥Dr. W, Scott Polland, e
, Albert Bldg., 7

San Rafael, Calif,
Kar Doctor:

T ann enclosing herewith a very early "Acapulco” cover -
this addressed to Fngland - I think this is a very interesting
study and one that very few collectors would be able to explaine
Maybe I am wronge Perhaps you are among the few, 4Am I right?

At any rate, if you don't understand the markings I will be lad
to explain them to you - because the information might be he%pi‘ul
whenever you happened to bump into an item 1like this. Incidentally
the two markings are very secarce in red. :

' ¥o hurry to return this - Show it to Earl Hanllton or any
" other of the local boys who might be especially interested in this
class of postal markingse
Regards -

Yours etc.,

. RETURNED BY,

Dr. W. SCOTT POLLAND
Albert Building
SAN RAFAEL, - CALIF,

NOV -& 1950




STANLEY B. ASHBROOK
P. 8. Box 31
33 N. Ft. Thomas Aus.,
FORT THOMAS, KY.

Nove 1, 1950,

v
Dr, W, Scott Polland,

Albert Bldg.,
San Rafael, Calif,

" Dear Doctor:

I am enclosing herewith a very early "Acapulco" cover -
this addressed to England - I think this is a very interesting
study and one that very few collectors would be able to explain,
Maybe I am wronge, Perhaps you are among the few, Am I right?

At any rate, if you don't understand the markings I will be glad

to explain them to you - because the information might be helpful
whenever you happened to bump into an item 1ike this, Incidentally
the two markings are very scarce in red,

No hurry to return this - Show it to Earl Hamilton or any
other of the local boys who might be. especially ;nterasted in this
class of postal markings,

T gy

Regards -



NOV ® 8' 19500

| Dr. We. Scott Plland,
San Rafael, Calif,

Dear Doctor:

I am in receipt of yours with the return of the stampless cover
from Acapulco - to London as contained in my letter of the lst., Here is
a photo of the cover,

' The following was your commentj " The letter was taken by
boat from Acapuleco to Panama City where it entered the U. S. Mail, and
the Panama 30 was applied, The Steam Ship was applied at New York to
show origin, The red is for collect, At the time this letter was written
Panama City was considered to be over 2500 miles Trom New York. Other
markings are BEnglish - due 2 shillings,"

By referring to the photograph you will find a nmanuscript "30"
was crossed out, also one of "46" - The British Due was "2 shillings one=
halfpence” - Note that small §. In other words, the total postage collect-
ed ag %don was the equivalent of 49¢ in our currency, viz - (2 X 24
plus 1 = (3) )e¢ The "46" that was crossed out shows that this letter was
carried by an American Packet = as this was our debit to the British fer
the 497 they collected, This total of 49¢ represented: :

30¢ from Aecapulco to lew York - U,S,
167 Atlantic Sea
.’55 British Domestic

Inasmich as the U. S, performed the total service to the Dritish Frontier
our share was 46¢ and the British 34. The red "30" did not indicate un=-
pald or paild, 1t was inmply applied in red,

Incidentally the two-line "Stecam ~ Ship" in red is most unusual.
Also this distinctive "30" in red =~ act, examples of both in red are
quite scarce, in my opinion. ™His cover shows both in red and apparently
from the same red ink pad, Inasmich as I feel reasonably sure that the
"30" was applied at Panama City by our mail agent there, I wonder if I
have heen wrong about where the two-line "Steam-Ship" was applied. You
are right - the rate was 40¢ from S.F. to V.Y, at Eﬁis time but it was
304 from Acapulco and Panama City. I belileve the letter was picked up by
one of our mail ships on a stop at Aecapulco -~ and entered the U,S.lMail

at Panama City. One more ward on this cover - The pen 30 is in blue ink -
and I feel sure this is the blue ink that was used at the New York Post
fice at that period, I think That this is a very interesting cover.

n't you?

S Sincerely yours,



TELEPHONE
RAYMOND OO22

RAyMoND H. WEILL Co.

ROGER G.WEILL-RAYMOND H.WEILL

AMERICAN STAMP DEALERS ASS'N

AMERICAN PHILATELIC SOCIETY

SOCIETY PHILATELIC AMERICANS 407 ROYAL STREET
COLLECTORS CLUB,NEW YORK

BRITISH PHILATELIC ASS'N, LTD. NEwW ORLEANS 16, LA.

November 1, 1950

Stanley B. Ashbrook
Fort Thomas, Ky.

Dear Stan:

The enclosed six covers are from a collection
we recently purchased (the late Harry D. Ullery, South
Bend, Ind ¥

The two 3¢ 1851 covers are not especially
valuable but we thought you would like to see them.

The 5¢ orange brown would be a pretty good item
if you agreed that the stamp was actually used on that
cover and that, of course, applies also to the three high
value 1869 covers. According to Mr. Ullery's notes, these
items came from reliable sources and he paid high prices
for the 1869 pieces, but that does not necessarily mean
you will find them all genuinely franked. May we ask you
to pencil your opinions on the backs of each cover as you
have done on previous occasions where you approve of an
item.

We realize that this work will require quite some
study and time and we hope you will bill us accordingly.

With best wishes,

Yours sincerely,

mond H. Weill Co.

rhw:lc
enc.
reg & ins &




Nov, 4, 1950,

S
. Mr, Raymond H. Weill,
= 407 Royal St.,
New Orleans 16, La.

Dear Raymond:
 Yours of the lst received with the six covers,

I want to go over these very carefully because I
want to be absolutely sure before I pass an opinion on thenm,
I will return them te you on Monday next. Incidentally, I
believe all of them are perfectly good and no mknkey~business
of any kind.

I ¥new Harry Ullerg by correspondence for many
years bmt I never knew he passed away last wintez until re-
cently.

With best wishes =

Cordially yours,




rw>

Nove 6, 1950,

Mr, Raymond Welll,
407 Royal St.,
New Orlocans 16, La.s

Dear Raymond:

Herewith I am retwrning the six covers as contalined in
yours of the lst and I am pleased to report that all are genuine
in every respect. I have s four of them on the back as re=-
quested and here is some additional informatlons

Cover 30¢ plus 1 e This 1s really a most unusual
combination = plus 10¢ = a t umsual use and therefore a
very rare and most desirable cover, But 1t is well to bear in
mind that a cover such as this 1s not appreciated by the average
cover collector,s I have known this cover for many years, back into
the nineteen twenties when it was in the Murd collection, (CsR.
Hurd of Milton, Mass,)s His collection was sold at auction by
Kelleher on Jan, 1l « 12th and 13th, 1928+ This cover was Lot
#1470 in that sale, The sale price was $162,50« I have a copy of
the catalogue of the sale, _

This cover originated at Yavana, Cuba, and was mailed
direct at that po;t on a U, 8¢ Mail steamship - the rate to New
York was 10¢ per # ounce. From dew York it went to France at
2 x 15¢ per 2 ounce - What is most unusual about thie cover is that
the stamps were used from Havana - 10¢ ing the postage the
UeSe and the 30¢ pay the postnfo % he Us S. to Fr e« There
was no such a rate of except in se such as this, Hence a
cover with a 404 g?mm is extrewmely rare and especlally =o when

‘pald by 304 and 10¢ 1869 stamps. The combination of the New York

and French postmarks prove conglusively that this letter required a
payment of 30¢ from the U, S. to France, In other words, this cover
went to Ingland by American Packet and by Bpritish Nail to France.

By such carriage owr share was 9/ por each 2 ounce, FHence on this
letter we kept 18¢ and credited France with 324 as per the "12" in
the "N.,Y, Fore 1" postmark, This cover is not any beautiful
thing To look a t is a real rarity, believe me.

For my examdnation and analysis of this cover I am
ing you a fee of $10000 and ifby any chance you don't think it is
worth 1t you dom't have to pay me a cents I might add this part :
word, It is lucky you sent it to me rather than the Expert Committee
of the Philatelic Foundations I feel certain they would pronounce
it a fake as it is something they wouldn't know anything abouts



{24 M¥r, Raynond Welll, Tove G, 1950,

5¢ 1857 to Tong Konge This is the o browvm color - used
at the right period for this stamp - swmer a fow nonths -
The blaokg_i_x&i_:_ag grid of Wew York (Foreign Mall Dopt! is also

correct f period of use, The 5¢ payment was merely the U, S,
shore-—to-ahip charge - that is - to a British Packet from New York to
‘ England, This cover is unquestionably genuine and comes from a well-
known f£ind of covers to China, Iy fee on this cover is (5,00,

24¢ plus % 1869 to Chile - See my notations on the backs
- Just to be sure ere was no monkey-business with the stamps om
this cover I made an enlarged photograph of the two stamps by %
ﬁ photography and found nothing suspicious, Here 18 a bik her -
a on my penciled netes, On Jamuary lst, 1870 and prilor to that
time for some years the rate to Chile was 34¢ per & oz. Ve carrled
such nail to Panama City by U, S. Packet and a that int turned such
mall over to the Britis Our rate to Panam was 10¢ per § ounce and
. the British charged & shilling or 24¢ for carriage down the West Coast
. of South America, On mail of that period we £ind a "24" or a credit of
24¢ to the British, Rarly in the spring of 1870 the British reduced
their packet charge to sixpence or 1l2¢ and this reduction caused the
U, S. to reduce ouwr rate by 127 or 22¢ per § 0z, On such mail rates of
22;{ we find a "12" or a credit of 12¢ to the British.

The enclosed cover shows a t of the original rate of
34¢ with a credit of 12¢ instead of 24 proving, in my opinion, that
at the time the letbter was mailed by the New York firm that thcy still
thought the old rate of 34¢ was still in effect,

The above éxplains why I feel sure that the use was in the
early spring of 1870, I montlon all this for the rollowing reason -
Covers may exist that originally had a 10¢ and 124 1869 -~ but some
faker removed a 12¢ and substituted a 24¢ 1869, Thus we have to be
careful about covers with 347 paymonts and 12¢ credits. I am sure you
can see the points I am of ths opinion that this cover is absolute
gemuine, My foe on this is (7,50 and if you don't think 1t is mth it
you @re nd:. obligated to pay ne a cente

” % 1869 on cover to awitzerl% " In n{ inion this cover
is gen:ine in every respoc spite o fact "ha I cannot &dentify
v zr;ermm oi hz” 1503’2 8é‘ﬁ.ce or the states It is HARBOR CITY -
ee on eUlUe

%i 1851 from r&artinigue. This 1s rather umusual and inters
esting, It or in 1856 -~ was carried a British
Packet to St. Thomas for which a postago of a shilling was Arged -

There 1t was turned over to a U, 5S¢ Packet and brought mto an New
Orleans address with a postage due of 10¢. A 3¢ 1851 was attached and
it was remalled to Baton Rouge, La., (nite a nice 1little cover, with a
nice little travel stqry.

53¢ 1851 fram Cincinnati. A freak, and a cut that wds in-
tentional - surely not an error - The stamp was an orange brown but
it is badly oxidized - It would look better after it had a bath in
peroxide and 1t would be more saleable.




#3, lr. Raymond Weill, Nove. 6, 1950,

With regards -

Cordially yours,

Total

Fee 527,50

But if same is not
worth it te you -
noe charge,

e




TELEPHONE
RAYMOND OO22

RAYyMoND H. WEILL Co.

ROGER G.WEILL-RAYMOND H,WEILL

AMERICAN STAMP DEALERS ASS'N

AMERICAN PHILATELIC SOCIETY

SOCIETY PHILATELIC AMERICANS 407 ROYAL STREET
COLLECTORS CLUB,NEW YORK

BRITISH PHILATELIC ASS'N, LTD. NEw ORLEANS 16, [EAS

November 11, 1950

‘'Stanley B. Ashbrook
Ft. Thomas, Ky.

Dear Stan:

We are sorry to have delayed answering your
November 6 favor, however, have just returned from New
York. As you probably know, prices in the second Moody
sale were just as high as the previous one. Either the
stamp market is improving or there are too many dollars
in circulation.

We are especially appreciative for the thorough
analyses you have given on the covers you examined. It
is especially gratifying that you find them all authentic.
You seem to be familiar with most of these covers. We
imagine you keep either a written or mental record of nearly
every early U.S. item you see.

There is herewith enclosed check in the amount
of $27.50 and we think your expertization fee is a reason-

able one.
Yours sincerely,
Raymond H. Weill Co.
gy ?

rhw:lc

enc.1l




L

|

Nov. 6, 1950,

- Mr. Raymond Weill,

407 Royal S5t.,
New Orleans 16, La.

Dear Raymond:

Herewith I am returning the six covers as contained in
yours of the lst and I am ploased to report that all are genuine
in every respect. I have signed four of them on the back as re=-
quested and here 1is some additional information:

Cover 30¢ plus 10¢ 1869, This 1s really a most unusual

combination = plus - a most unusual use and therefore a

ery rare and most desirable cover, But it is well to bear in
mind that a cover such as this 1s not apprecilated by the average
cover collector, I have known this cover for many years, back inteo
the nineteen twenties when it was in the NMurd collection, (CeRe
‘Hurd of Nlilton, Mass,)es FHis collection was sold at auction by
Kelleher on Jan, 11 - 12th and 15th, 1928, This cover was Lot
#1470 in that sale, The sale price was {162,50, I have a copy of
the catalogue of the =ale,

This cover originated at Mavana, Cuba, and was mailed
direct at that port on a U, S, Mall steamship - the rate to New
York was 10¢ per # ounce, From New York it went to France at
2 x 15¢ per - ounce - What is most unusual about this cover is that
the stamps were used from Havana - 10¢ paying the postage fnto the
U.8. and the 30¢ paying the postage from the U, S, to France. There
was no such a rate of 40¢ except in @ use such as this, Hence a
cover with a 407 payment is extremely rare and especially so when
pald by 307 and 10¢ 1869 stamps. The combination of the lew York
and French postmarks prove conclusively that this letter required a
payment of 30¢ from the U, S. to France. In other words, this céver
went to England by American Packet and by British HMail to France,.

By such carriage our share was 9¢ per each + ounce, Hence on this
letter we kept 18¢ and credited France with §2/ as per the "12" in

the "N,Y,. F°r°§§E Mail" postmark, This cover is not any beautiful
thing to look at but 1t is a real rarity, believe me,

For my examipation and analysis of this cover I am charge-
ing you a fee of $10Q00 and ifby any chance you don't think it is
worth 1t you don't have to pay me a cent. I might add this parting
word, It is lucky you sent it to me rather than the Expert Committee
of the Philatelic Foundation. I feel certain they would pronounce
it a fake as it is something they wouldn't know anything about,
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#2. Hr. Raymond Weill, Nov, 6' 19500

S¢ 1857 to Hong Kong,

This is the o ¢ brown color - used

at the right period for this stamp - surmer o - t a few months ~
The black %e_sg grid of Wew York (Foreign Mail Dept) is alse

correct for thils period of use,
shore-to-ship charge - that is -

The 5¢ payment was merely the Ve S,
to a British Packet from New York to

Emgland, This cover is unquestionably genuine and comes from a well~
known find of covers to China. My fee on this cover is $5.00, -

, 24¢ plus 10¢ 1869 to Chile - See my notations on the back,

Just to be sure Lhat there was no monkey~business with the stamps on

- thls cover I made an enlarged photograph of the two stamps by gquartz
irther

# photography and found nothing suspicious, Here is a bit [5)
4 on my penciled notes. On January lst, 1870 and prior to that

time for some years the rate %o C
such mall to Panama City by U, S.

hile was 54¢ per § oz. We carried
Packet and at that point turmed such

mall over to the British., Our rate to Panama was 10¢ per % ounce and

the British charged a shilling or

24¢ for earriage down the West Coast

of South America, On mail of that period we find a "24" or a eredit of
24¢ to the British, Early in the spring of 1870 the British reduced
tLtheir packet charge to sixpence or 12¢ and this reduction caused the
U, S« to reduce our rate by 12¢ or 22¢ por % 0%s On such mail rates of
22¢ we find a "12" or a credit of 12¢ to the British, :

The enclosed cover shows a payment of the original rate of

34¢ with a eredit of 12¢ instead

of 24¢ proving, in my opinion, that

at the time the letter was mailed by the New York [irm that they atill

thought the old rate of 54/ was s

_ The above éxplains why
early spring of 1870, I mention
Covers may exist that originally
faker removed a 12¢ and substitut

till in effect,

I feel sure that the use was in the
all this for the following reason -
had a 10¢ and 12¢ 1869 = but some

ed a 24¢ 1869. Thus we have to be

careful about covers with 34/ payments and 12¢ credits, I am sure you
can see the point, I am of the opinion that this cover is absolutely
genulne. My fee on this is $7,50 and if you don't think it is worth it
you are not obligated to pay me a cent,

30¢ 1869 on cover to Swltzerland, In ng opinien this cover

is g enz:ine every respec

e o fact that I cannot @dentify

s
the name of the post office or the state., It i * HARBOR CITY -

iy fee on this is 25,00.

. 9¢ 1851 from Martinique
08t1ngo 9 a
Packet to St, Thomas for which a
There it was turned over to a Us
Orleans address with a postage du

o« This 1is rather unusual and intepw
que in 1856 - was carried by a British
postage of a shilling was charged =

Se Packet and brought into an New

e of 104. A 3¢ 1851 was attached and

it was remailed to Baton Rouge, La. (nite a nice little cover, with a

nice little travel atory,‘

3¢ 1851 from Cincinnati, A freak, and a cut that was in-

tentional - surely not an error
it 1s badly oxidized - It would 1
peroxide and 1t would be more sal

- The stanp was an orange brown but
ook better after it had a bath in
eable, v



#3, Hr, Raymond Weill, Nove 6, 1950

With regards -

Cordially yours,

Total

Fee (27.50

But if same is not
worth it to you =
no charge.

A
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H. W. STARK & COMPANY

BO X 288

ANN ARBOR, MICHIGAN

Oct. 27, 1950,

Dear Stan,

Took $133.00 from this lot, rest are enclosed.
Regarding the 10¢ 1867 Grill large Block formerly Richey.
I have not got this block. The only 10¢ I have is a block
of six, not grilled from Wisconsin town. Got this item from
Schmaldreidt as I remember, Dont beliecve anyone around here
has the block you are thinking of.

Regarding the combination 3¢ U.S. and Beaver.
I am enclosing a letter from Frank Campbéil of Royal Oak, Mich
who is considered quite a Canadian authority around here, at
least that is what MacGregor and several others have told me.
I am keeping the photo for the time being. If you want it back
let me know. Is the Beaver stamp torn at the top. The photo
makes it look so. Is it laid paper? What is the lowest price
possible to guote? I might get Clarence Wilson interested
or I might change my mind and take it.

Raining cats and dogs today. Have been real busy
putting in stainless steel conveyor for Ford Motor,

Best regards to all, Might go south this Jan.
and will stop off and see you. Am not sure yet. Depends a
lot on whether they should draft Sonny at that time. He

will be 19 Jan. 21st.

R0

Sincerely



Oct. 30, 1950.

bl
EZ™+13 - Shoi s NG{

Mr. Harold W, Stark,
P. 0. Box 288,
Ann Arbor, Miche

Dear Harold:

‘ Yours of the 27th with return of the Denver covers and
i check for {135,00 received. Many thanks,

Tere 1s the Deaver cover once more - take another look at
ite It is my opinion that the Beaver is on the wove paper, not
the laid, The latter was issued in 1851, the wove in 1852, The
cover is a July 1853 usee.

It cannot e denied that the rate from Canada at that time
under the Treaty was 6 pence Canddian ab 10/ U. S. and neither can
it be denied that the Canadian rate from Toronto to the border was
3 pence Canadilan and the U. S, rate from the berder to New York was
3¢, so it is quite etident that Canada got 5 ponce and the U. S. got

Eis

It cannot be denied that Canadian postmasters were in-
structed to rate such lebters as wholly wnpaid with 107 due in the
U, S. = Thus we have the Canadian applisd "Fanada 10 CTS" and in
black - for unpaid - At the same time the large "¢° was applled in
black but later canceled with the Canadian target - perhaps the
Canadian postal clerk did not wani this %o be confused with 6 UeSe
1t is my opinion the stamps were canceled at Toronto because New York
seldon canceled stamps with a pen and when they did they used a& blue
. I feel poslbtive that the New York office recognized the payment
and did not collect any postage from the Morgan firm, I belleve that
if any postage had been collected a New York due marking would have
been applied - for example an encircled "10" which was commonly used
on unpaid first-class mail - foreign and domestic, I don't think the
office would have collected on a Canadian marking reading "Canada
10 CTS" or because it was in blacke

Re ~ the comments by Hr, Campbell. I think the big "6"
quite well known as it was commonly used on unpaid mall to the
S. and on unpaid mail from the U, 8. to Canada thru Torontoe

: Harold it must be borne in mind that when the U.S.-Canadian
@envention was drawn up the 1845 rate prevailed in the UeS. = 5¢

er 300 miles - 10¢ over 300 miles, Thus, if prior to July 1, 1851 -
BR1y 37 U. S. had been paid on a lstter such as this - the 5¢ or 104
Prate would have been underpaid, but after July 1, 1851, the case

was different.

A

Suppose for example, two Beavers had been used on this cover.
Canada would have received double her rate to the border and the g
U, S. would have received nothing. You know the rest.

I don't think there is any doubt but what these stamps were




42, wr, Hapold W. Stark, Octe 30, 1950,

uaod:or‘i‘s!.nalgnin‘ 1853 just as we see them now, Fakers can lumitate
age and a genuine appearance. ' A o

o ek s R iire Campbell states that he has "seen considerable variation
i - in the usage of this combined postage stamp usages" If he meant to .
. infer that covers such as this are not exceedingly rare he is mistaken
‘ becanse they are. Perhaps he mas npted what fow that are lmown illus- .

© + bmated’in the Jarrebt and Dogge books.

ow . Todd the cover to the light and you will note a thin spot :
; An the sheel margin ol the Beaver as per my pencil mark - I don't think
/" any tear extends into the stamp - and Purther - you can soe that there
k’ ;. are no markings of any kind under the stamps, . = - 3l .

e I think this cover is a fine mate to your very rare 5¢ 747 =
Beaver cowbination (some coveriil) The cover does not belong to me -
I have 1t on a wsre cormission bagis but I have held 1t because I think .
it 4s quite a rarity ~ I'd be willing to wager that Nrs Camphell does
not own any such 4 comblnation as this = The reason is obvious - N
“Collectors of B.K.As sinply do'not appreciate the significance of such

) B T “-'I!a;fold J7e re:zicmng]ls.:an‘Jan.uelat‘; ‘Stan Jr. ‘was 20
. last August - He 1is in his third year at the University of Cincinnati.

L he will be permitted to fixish his edueat long + It °1a possible that mech
. - depends on the grades a boy in chalking up - I Aon't know ~ lle are -

~ Just hoplng and keoping our fingers crosséds At any" rate, 1if you go -
-, south Ehis winter we wlll look forward to a visit from wyou,

: I offered tho Pomy Hxpress cover to Huteh but he 'fiever replied

.+ to my letter.,. I thought it'would be & wonderful mate to his Brooks ...
“ g 00vers The prices realiged at the Uoody sale last week indicate fthat .
v AR Ue Ss material is a very safe investrent = & darn sight safer than
zy a lot of bonds, . T P , =

*' ; } Our best fef;;ards H'fo ii‘ilj the fauily.

’ Vil Wt - cordially yours,
'»‘,! B e $500.00

it s | ;~

‘.’“, 5‘:":

b

: 1

He has not been called and we are hoping (perhaps against. hope) that . =




H. W. STARK & COMPANY

BO X 288

ANN ARBOR, MICHIGAN

Nov. 5, 1950.

Dear Stan,

Well, I guess you convinced me on the
Canadian cover. Anyway I took it and enclose check.

Am also enclosing a cover I am contemplating
buying. I never saw a pair of 5¢ buff on cover to
Sandwich Islands. Seems to me this a relatively rare
usage. What do you think a cover like this one 1s
worth. I figured $250.00. Am I too high or not high
enough. I want the cover, but at a fair price.

We had a good snow storm Saturday and it
has not melted today. Spoiled the football game yesterday.
Too cold and damp snow,

Not much in the line of news. Was in Adrian
Thursday along with Hutch, Fred Bott and Fred Schmalzreidt.
Were at Shierson's. He said he is going to write you.

Saw Jack at the meeting last Wednesday.

All for the time being. Best of wilshes.

Sincepely,
t
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NOV. 9’ 19500

Mr. Harold V. Stark,
P - 0. Bu 288,
Ann Arbor, Mich.

: Dear Harold:

Yours of the 5th received with check for the Beaver cover,
I an awfully glad that you decided to take this because I firmly be-
" lieve it is quite a rare cover and worth more than the tag., It does
belong with your 5¢ 147 - Beaver combination. I think the latter is
a 52500 cover - I regard i1t as simply wonderful - as I have stated
in the paste.

Herewith the pair of Duffs to Hawail, It looks to me like
shaesamenight have monkeyed with this cover but I suppose the pair
originated on the cover though I must admit that the tie to cover is
not very convincing. I examined it carefully under wy lamp but I
could not detect anything wronge. However, the eye frequently fails
to note what the camera nmight pick up so I made an enlarged photo
(6 x 7) under the rays of the lamp. I will report later after I de=~
velop the negative, I don't recall that I ever saw a palr of buffs
used to or from Hawall so this cover is surely a raribty, provided it
is genuine iIn every way, which no doubt 1t 1s, DBecause of the above
features I don't think anyone should charge you over $175,00. Surely
no one could guarantee that this pair originated on the cover and a
seller would have to admit that the evidence that it did is not very
convincing. Just suppose someone had an off cover pair of buffs and
also a cover with a 10¢ 1861, and he removed the latter and substitu-
ted the pair, 1 don't believe anything like that happened but it
could have, hence I don't think a seller should charge over £175,00
for it.

I am also enclosing a stampless cover from Acapulco to 62%9
London in January 1850, I think this is uite a nice little study g,
and I thought you would like to figure it out, What do you think of

&
it? g
Also s 2
A very interesting stampless from Frisco to France in 1865 = ‘o
This shows that difference in weights and rates - We rated it as 2 Y35
over + 8z, - hence 30¢ due but France rated it as not over 75 grammes;
hence only 8 decimes due - or 154, We debited France with 67 (2 x 3) <
whereas on what France collected we should only have charged her 3¢, 7/, <,
Don't you think this is a very interesting item? T S
5§
I haven't had a word from Charlie Shierson since last "%y

March - He never answered two letters that I wrote to him and I have
been bothered for some explanation of the cause, When a person acts
that way i1t is an indication that they are sore about something and I
am not conscious that I ever gave him any cause to be sore. I always
liked Charlle very much and I considered him one of my very best of
friends, I was, therefore, pleased to learn that he is to write me
and if he has any grievance I do trust he will inform me about 1it,




#2. Mr. Harold W, Stark - Nove 9, 1950,

T had a letter from Jack last Mondaye They were just
: starting on a hunting trip.
oy I was sorry to learn that Woody had been in the hospital.
How is he getting along?

With best regards =

As ever yours,

&
"
3
-
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THE PHILATELIC FOUNDATION
22 EAST 35TH STREET

NEwW YORK 16, N. Y.
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—= ¢ aymond D. Kershner » Photographer

> 57/ 1y* ‘Photo-analysis of Questioned Documents
Qi ’7 (%) Scientific Examination of Postage Stamps

e 1311 St. Vincent Street x Philadelphia 11, Pa.

February 5th, 1950.
*REPORT®* &

U.S. Letter Sheet with 5¢ printed design at upper right corner. Portsmouth,
Ohio 1846 cancellation with "PAID" handstamp. Unlisted.

ol o e o el o

Microscopic examination of town cancellation, "PAID" handstamp, and printed
design reveals that the town cancellation and the "PAID" handstamp are on
TOP of the blue handwriting, The manuscript "Paid" and "Esq" are on TOP of
the square design containing the numeral 5.

Fluorescent examination under the quartz lamp reveals that the town cancella-
tion and stamped "PAID" are the same type of ink, while the ink with which
the square design containing the numeral "5" is of a different nature.

sk oo 30 afe e e ok

PHOTOGRAPHIC ANALYSIS

No. 1 - Entire cover, naturel size,

Yo, 2 - Photomicrograph, greatly enlarged of town cancellation.

No., 3 - Photomicrograph, very greatly magnified, showing crossing of ink
line on town cancellation, Arrows point to places under examination.

No. 4 - Same as No, 3, but third-dimension. Arrows designate points where
town cancellation cross on TOP of handwriting.

No. 5 - Photomicrograph of square design and printed "PAID" showing places
where handwriting touches these portions,

No. 6 - Photomicrograph, greatly magnified, of "PAID" with arrows pointing to
portions examined,

No, 7 - Samé as No., 6, but third-dimension. Arrows designate points where
WPAID" is on TOP of manuseript.

No., 8 - Photomicrograph of bottom of square design showing points under examina-

tion,
No, 9 - Same as No, 8, but third-dimension, Arrows designate points where
manuscript is on TOP of square design.
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RAY KERSHNER
ANALYTICAL PHOTOGRAPHY
1311 St. Vincent St
Philadelphia 1!, Pa.
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