
Scrapbook No. 18 October 1849 - March 30, 1850 

A. Expositions 

1. Michael Newbury Re: Announcements 

2. Philatelic Foundation Re : Philip Ward 

3. Gordon Harmer Re: Trial Proofs 

4. Blank 

5. D.K. Grieve 

6. John K. Bash Re: Hawaii covers 
7. L.L. Shenfield Re : Repeal stamp 

8. Erwin Agnew Fiero Re: 5C 1857 Type I Block of 9 

9. J.G. Fleckenstein Re: 30C 1860 cover to France 

10. Henry Meyer Re: N.Y. April 13,1816 marked "Steamboat" 

1l. Philatelic Foundation Re: 90C August trial cancel, 30C 1869 cover 

12. Van Dyk MacBride Re: Prisoner cover, Charleston July 13, 1864 

13. Doy L. McCall Re: Confederates living in Brazil 

14. E.T. Merrill Re: Fake covers 

15. E.D.Warshauer Re : 19C rate to Sweden 

16. Otto Bacher Re: Fake 5C orange brown cover 
17. Thomas Parks, Philip Ward 
18. Van Dyk MacBride Re: Hancock paste-up, Confederate P.M.P 

19. Harold Stark Re : 10C 1855 Block of 8 

20. Earl Antrim Re : Confederates 

2l. Blank 

22. Van Dyk MacBride Re: Fake cancels on Confederates 
23. Ezra Cole Re : 10C 1857 

24. Dr. Carroll Chase Re: Express Mails 

25. R.M. Wilkinson Re: Richard Prison, Columbia s.c. 
26. Sylvester Colby Re : 7RIE 

27. Willard C. Jackson Re: 15C 1869 cover 

28. Herman Herst Re : 30C 1869 cover 

29. Van Dyk MacBride Re: N.O. P.O. and "Steam 7" 

30. Chas. M. Putnam Jr. Re: Fake 5C 1847 cover 

3l. Van Dyk MacBride Re : Confederate covers to France from or thru Old Point Comfort 

32. H.W. Stark Re: Ship Letter 

33. Donald MacGregor Re: Registered "5W' credit 
34. George Linn Re: Cole 3C 1861 Baltimore cover 
35. Edgar B. Jessup Re: 90C 1861 S.F. cog on piece 
36. Eugene Jaegar Re: 4 covers 

37. Earl Antrim Re: 10C Nashville Adams Express , 
38. Blank 
39. J.G. Fleckenstein Re: 1C 1851 vertical strip of 3 

40. H.T. Zinsmeister Re: BNA Reproductions 

4l. Re: Trans-Miss. News and mail conditions 

42. Robson Lowe Re: 5C 1847 Tallahassee precancel 

43. M.C. Blake Re: 4 covers 

44. Ezra D. Cole Re: 10C 1857 cover to Russia 

45. Clinton B. Vanderbilt Re: 5C rate to Australia 
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FRAMES 
EXHIBITORS 
SECTION JL 

1-3 MILTON F. COHEN 
New York Postmaster Provisionals. 
Completely plated; Essays and Color Proofs 

4-14 DONALD F. STEELE 
Virtually complete collection of 19th 
Century U.S. including many minor varities, 
blocks, covers. Album pages, hand made 
lettered and illustrated by owner. 

)5-16 ALAN E. WASHOR 
Overrun Countries Series Type collection. 
Singles, blocks, name plates, First Day 
Favor Sheets. Precancels, registration 
markings, V-E and V-J Day covers. 

17-21 RUDOLPH B. WEILER 
Canal Zone: Highly specialized, together 
with its philatelic history. 

22 MAJOR CHARLES L. LANE 
The Famous American Series of 1'940. 
Arranged in 14 sheets having a design motif 
characteristic of each individual group. 

23 MAJOR CHARLES L. LANE 
Selected stamps subsequent to 1940 of 
St-atehood Issues and items associated 
with World War II. 

24-29 HELEN H. STOCKTON 
Hawaii Stamps: Covers, Postal Stationary. 

30-32 J. FRANK BRACELAND 
Plate Numbers 2~ Denomination 1894 to 1949 

33-34 R. H. DIAMENT 
Mint and used Plate Singles. 

35-37 EDWARD J. N~THIAS 
Selected pages from a Plate Number Collection 
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SECTION 1. continued 

FBEDERICK BACHMAN 
Plate Numbers. 

39-40 H. R. PALMER 
A few matched plate numbers of 1948. 

41-45 WILLIAM H. FRANCKE 
Plate Number Collecting. 

SECTION 2 

46-52 GEORGE H. DEUBLE 
First Issue U.S. Revenues, perforated, 
proofs, singles complete, pairs, multiples, 
bi-sected Revenues on Documents and the 
only known sheet of the 25¢ Power of 
Attorney. 

53-54 W. E. EGBERT, M.D. 

Bureau Print Coil pairs, issued by the 
Oldest City in Pennsylvania: Chester. 

SECTION 3 

.55-58 GERHARDT "BILL" KAUFMANN 
Trans-oceanic Flights by ~mundson, Post 
3tC., including a complete collection of 
R. E. Byrd flights over both poles. 

59-03 JOHN J. BRITT 
Air Mail Essays and Proofs of the World, 
including artists' drawings, stages of 
d&velopment, etc •• 

64-72 WILLIAM C. WEBB 
Liechtenstein, Air Mail Stamps and Covers, 
including Special and Zeppelin Flights. 

73-74 ROBERT L. JONES 
Little Acorns on the Way. 



SECTION 3. continued 

76-77 SAMUEL S. GOLDSTICKER, JR. 

78 

Wings Over Texas. An Aero Philatelic 
history of the growth of Pioneer Airlines, 
America's First Feeder Airline. 

HERMAN KLEINERT 
Zeppelin Covers. 

79-87 JOHN R. DILWORTH 
Rocket Stamps. 

88-91 JOHN N. MYERS 
Columbia: 1920 issue of the Companlia 
Colombiana de Nevegation Aerea. The first 
Air Mail stamps issued in Latin America. 

92 FLORENCE KLEINERT 
Air Letter Sheets; featuring Iraq No.1 

93-94 MARILYN AUGUST 
"Helicopters on the Horizon" 
Pioneer, Experimental, Special, Governmental 
and CAM Helicopter Flights. 

SECTION 4 

95-99 JOSEPH MANDOS 
Guatema~8: Specialized from Pre-Stamped 
to 20th Century issues. 

100-102 
Mexico. 

102-107 
Natal: 
colony 

JAMES D. WOODWARD 

SECTION 5 

STEPHEN G. RICH 
A comprehensive coverage of this 
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SECTION 5. continued 

108-117 NlARJIE VARNER WAMSLEY 
Cross section from a highly specialized 
collection of New Zealand. Pages hand 
lettered by exhibitor. 

11,e"'119 ARCHIE MYERS 
English stampless covers. 

120 GEORGE N. WENDT 
Modern British History on Postage Stamps. 
British Commermoratives from Edward VIII 
to British Wedding. 

SECTION 6 

121-123 DR. H. M. BARNHART 
Prussia. Complete in singles and pairs, 
containing many strips, blocks and covers 
specialized. 

124-126 DR. HANS NIELSEN 
Sardinia. Stampless covers and letters as 
well as stamps on and off covers and 
varieties. 

127-138B BERNARD DAVIS 
Token Exhibit or Postal History on Cover 
of everyone of the French Colonies. 

139-141 ANGELO J. ZAPPACOSTA 
Vatican City: Vovers and Postal Stationary. 

142-146 DR. LOUIS A. SOROKIN 
Historical Significance of Russian Issues 
1947-1949. Illustrated. 

147-152 HANS VillLTIN 
Russia 1857 to 1949. 

~----------------------------------------------------~ 



SECTION 6. continued 

153-155 GEORGE S. HILL 
Austria and States: Postal History Material 
Stamps "Used Abroad", Postmarks of Marchant 
and Naval Vessels, Exhibitions, Military,etc •• 

156 SCHOLZ 
Germany: Se-tenant and Tete-bache. 

157-158 LILLIAN M. WATERS 
Semi-Postals of France 1939-1948. 

159-164 FREDERICK HIEBER 
Selected pages from Collection of Stamps 
of France with millesime numbers. 

165-166 WILLARD F. SNYDER 
A complete collection of Danzig. 
Comprising every major catalog number as 
listed in Scotts Catalog. 

167-170 GLADYS M. BUSHELL 
Stamps of the Over-Run Nations of Europe. 
Prior to and following World War II. 

SECTION 7 

171-180 HERMAN RUDENSTEIN 
New State of Israel and Interm Period. 

SECTION 8 

181-182 JOHANNA E. RICH 
Equines: Pages showing the horse family. 
The animal kingdom on stamps. 

183-186 C. TURNER NEARING 
Music & Musicians: Stamps of the World 
honoring National Knthems, Composers and 
Noted Musicians. . ~ 
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SECTION 8. continued 
187-188 SIDNEY LAKE 

Special exhibit made to interest non-collectors 
and make more collectors. 

189 ANNE THORNTON 
Bird Stamps and Bird Postmarks. 

190 THOMAS H. MAYBERRY, JR. 
Proofs from an Americana Collection. 

191 THOMAS H. BROOMALL 
The Declaration of Independence and its 
Signers on U.S. Stamps. From a collection 
of Basic U.S. 

192-199 WILLIAM M. WILSON 
Flags, Stamps, Covers and Cancellations. 

200 H. HARRINGTON YULE 
Masonry in Stamps: Famous Americans who 
have their portrait on stamps. 

201 MARGARET S. BURNHAM 
American Flag in Philately. 

202-203 RUTH T. SMITH 

204 

Stamps Honoring Music and Musicians. 

SECTION 9 
.TOLIUS RUZINSKY 

AQtograph covers. 

205-206 VINCENT A. DE MASE 
A Collection of stamps and covers of 
"Little America" The 2nd Byrd Expedition. 

207-209 GEORGE J. SCHULTZE 
V-Mail Greetings. 

210 HARRY SMUCKLER 
U.S. National Christman Seals, Selected pages. 



SECTION 9. continued 

211 JOAN PRESTON 
Stamps Issued Commemorating 150 Anniversary 
on U. S. Cons ti tution. Complete mint inc-. error 

212 JOSEPH GURIN 
New York World Fair Stamps 1939-1940. 

213-214 MRS. B. CRAIN 
Methods of Mail Transport. 

215-216 WILLIAM M. WILSON 
S.E.P.A.D.; Seals and meters. 

54A-54B 
Precancels. 

JOHN C. DICKEL 

94A-94C FRANK E. ADAMS 
' Australian Commonwealth. Pioneer Flights 
end First Flight Covers. 

l80A HENRY WOLFF 
Chinese Provisione1s - War Overprints and 
printing. 

170A WILLIAM N. REES 
Dutch East Indies. 



Chapter 18 

AMERICAN PHILATELIC SOCIETY 

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania Lif'e Chapter 12 

Season 1949-50 Program 

Meetings: second Wednesday of each month - 8 P. M. 
at the NATIONAL PHILATELIC MUSEUM, INC. 
2043-45 North Broad Street, Philadelphia. 

I 

Visitors an~ ~riends always welcome! 

The entertainment f'or this season's meetings has been 
delegated to the following members. You may be sure 
that each one will provide an evening of enjoyment 
worthy of' your attendance. 

Mr.Ralph Holtsizer--September 14,1949 
Mr.Lawrence Appleton--October 12,1949 
Mr.Harry M. Buten--November 9, 1949 
Mr.Bernard Davis--December 14, 1949 
Dr.W. E. Egbert--January 11, 1950 

Dr. I. Lipkin--February 8,1950 
Mr. A. V. Nichol--March 8, 1950 
Mr. JUlius H. Tolson--April 12,1950 
Mr. Wm. M. Wilson--May 10, 1950 
Mr. G. B. Llewellyn--June 14, 1950 

Refreshments will usually be served following the meetings. 

President 
Earl P.L.Apfelbaum 

Thomas F. Armstrong, 
Jere. Hess Barr 
Harry M. Buten 
George W. Caldwell 

CHAPTER 18 OFFICERS 

Vice-President 
Donald M. Steele 

Secretary 
P.Harbot Sanville 

Treasurer 
Wm. M. Wilson 

BOARD OF GOVERNORS 

Jr. 
Bernard Davis 
John T. Flte 
Ralph Holtsizer 

Arthur Pierce 
Mrs.S.Franklin Sharpless 
W. Brinkley Turner 
Julius . Windner 

Membership is open to all stamp collectors approved 
by our Membership Committee. It is not necessary 
to be a member of' the National American Philatelic 
Society to join our local chapter. 



LIST OF ACTIVE MEMBERS AS OF AUGUST 15, 1949 

Wil11am M. Allen 
621 E. Mount Airy Avenue 
Philadelphia 19, Pennsyl"vania 
David F. Allison 
Spread Eagle 
Wayne, Pennsylvania 

William E. Andersen 
113 Station Avenue 
Korth Hills, Pennsylvania 
Earl P. L. Apfelbaum 
1416-1428 South Penn Square 
Philadelphia 2, Pennsylvania 
Martin L. Apfelbaum 
615 Boyer Road 
Cheltenham, Pennsylvania 
Lawrence Appleton 
218 Walnut Street 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 
Thomas F. Armstrong, Jr. 
(Past President) 
Susquehanna University 
Selinsgrove, Pennsylvania 
Joseph Baeder 
2010 N. 32nd Street 
Philadelphia 21, Pennsylvania 
Jere. Hess Barr 
S33 Penn Street 
Reading, Pennsylvania 
Gregory Baugher 
Somerton 
Philadelphia 16, Pennsylvania 
Milford Bendiner, Esq. 
(Past PresideRt) 
123 South Broad Street 
Philadelphia 9, Pennsylvania 
William McP. Bigelow 
1525 Walnut Street 
Philadelphia 2, Pennsylvania 
AI. D. Bl uver 
1928 North 30th Street 
Philadelphia 21, Pennsylvania 
Charles E. Brinton 
625 Korth Washington Avenue 
Moorestown, Kew Jersey 
Joseph Brobston 
Xazareth 
Pennsylvania 
Harry M. Buten 
246 North Bowman Avenue 
Merion, Pennsylvania 
Max Buten 
246 Borth.BOYIIUUl A venue 
Merion, Pennsylvania 

George W. Caldwell 
5512 Hadfield Street 
Philadelphia 43, Pennsylv~ia 

Major Aaron E. Carpenter 
804 Westview Avenue 
Philadelphia 19, Pennsylvania 
Milton F. Cohen 
4720 Oxford Avenue 
Philadelphia 24, Pennsylvania 
Mrs. Mary Garretson Cook 
Strath Haven Inn 
Swarthmore, Pennsylvania 
Mrs. Philip L. Corson 
Box 220 
Plymouth Meeting, Pennsylvania 
Bernard Davis 
1520 Spruce Street 
Philadelphia 2, Pennsylvania 
Miss Helen N. DeHaven 
100 West Montgomery Avenue 
Ardmore, Pennsylvania 
George H. Dernoeden 
1318 Pennington Road 
Philadelphia 31, Pennsylvania 
Vincent Domanski, Jr. 
4545 North Carlisle Street 
Philadelphia 40, Pennsylvania 
Christian L. Dull 
533 South High Street 
West Chester, Pennsylvania 
Dr. W. E. Egbert 
601 East 13th Street 
Chester, Pennsylvania 

John T. Fite 
(Past President) 
Box 718, Wm. Penn Annex 
Philadelphi~ 5, Pennsylvania 
W. H. Prancke 
6041 Latona Street 
Philadelphia 43, Pennsylvania 

~alter D. Puller 
Curtis Publishing Company 
Independence Square, Philadelphia 5, Pa. 
Henry C. Gibson 
P. O. Box 74 
Jenkintown, Pennsylvania 
Henry Gieseke 
The Chatham, 20th and Walnut St~.ets 
Philadelphia 3, Pennsylvania 

Lester S. Glass 
1831 Glenifer Street 
Philade~phia 41, Pennsylvania 
Frank H. Gloeckner 
1315 Cherry Street 
Philadelphia 7, Pennsylvania 
John J. Goldy 
6108 North 11th Street 
Philadelphia 41, Pennsylvania 



Guy Gundaker 
5707 Thomas Avenue 
Philadelphia 43, Pennsylvania 
J. Arthur Hess 
4951 Lancaster Avenue 
Philadelphia 31, Pennsylvania 
Frank A. Hollowbush 
17 Spier Avenue 
Allenhurst, New Jersey 

Ralph Holtsizer 
5428 Walnut Street 
Philadelphia 39, Pennsylvania 
H. Francis Jackson 
6637 Upland Street 
Philadelphia 42, Pennsylvania 

William F. Jennings 
7505 Boyer Street 
Philadelphia 19, Pennsylvania 
Benjamin Jumper 
5935 Elsinore Street 
Philadelphia 20, Pennsylvania 

Dr. MorriS Katz 
101 North Narberth Avenue 
Narberth, Pennsylvania 
Ray Kershner 
1311 st. Vincent Street 
Philadelphia 11, Pennsylvania 
Mrs. Sara Conover Klein 
44 North 50th Street 
Philadelphia 39, Pennsylvania 
Dr. Isidore Lipkin 
157 West Main Street 
Pennsgrove, New Jersey 
Mrs. Phyllis Lipkin 
157 West Main Stre~t 
Pennsgrove, New Je rsey 
George B. Llewellyn 
3319 Friendship Street 
Philadelphia 24, Pennsylvania 

Paul R. McCoy 
1421 Arch Street 
Philadelphia 2, Pennsylvania 
R. D. MacGuffin 
290 Brookway Avenue 
Merion, Pennsylvania 
Joseph Mandoll 
6816 Paschall Avenue 
Philadelphia 42, Pennsylvania 
Charles P. Maule 

'-2500 South Street 
'~hiladelphia 46, Pennllylvania 
Arthur V. Nichol 
8233 New Second Street 
Elkinll Park, Pennsylvan1a 
William J. Pickenll 
Marlton Pike, R. F. D. 
Haddonfield, New Jerlley 

Arthur D. Pierce 
Box 1 
Haddonfield, New Jersey 
C. B. Rios 
8 North Swarthmore Avenue 
Ridley Park, Pennsylvania 
H. Hansell Ritter 
134 Mount Airy Avenue 
PhiladelphIa 19, Pennsylvania 

Mrs. Carrie G. Robinson 
6204 Germantown Avenue 
Philadelphia 44, Pennsylvania 
Edith Rolfe 
100 Montgomery Avenue 
Ardmore, Pennsylvania 

Robert Rosenbaum 
8105 Brookside Road 
Elkins Park 17, Pennsylvania 
P. Harbot Sanville 
106 Walnut Street 
Haddonfield, New Jersey 

Mrs. S. Franklin Sharpless 
1714 Locust Street 
Philadelphia 3, Pennsylvania 
Irving I. Shindler 
4140 Hellerman Street 
Philadelphia 36, Pennsylvania 
Donald M. Steele 
430 Vernon Road 
Jenkintown, Pennsylvania 
John L. Steele, Jr. 
Edgehill Court Apt. A-8 
Bala-Cynwyd, Pennsylvania 
Claude W. Taylor 
912 Fox Building 
Philadelphia 3, Pennsylvania 
Paul C. Thomson, Jr. 
634 Thomas Avenue 
Riverton, N. J. 

Julius H. Tolson, Esq. 
902 Finance Building 
Philadelphia 2, Pennsylvania 
C. Brinkley Turner 
(Past President) 
307 Hamilton Road 
Wynnewood, Pennsylvania 
J. Hanley WilkeI'll 
501 Station Avenue 
Haddon Heigh~s, New Jersey 
William M. Wilson 
2208 E. Cumberland Street 
Philadelphia 26, PennsylVania 
Julius Windner 
1728 Marlton Avenue 
Phila~elphia 4, Pennsylvania 
John Dilworth Woodward 
.Box 6, Cl1fton Heights 
Pennsylvania 



This organization is the oldest stamp 

collectors' club in the Philadelphia area. 

It was formed about the beginning of the 

century and has functioned continuously since. 

Among it s members have been many of the 

great names of Philately. A li st of the 

events and programs that have been sponsored 

through the years would be a chronology of 

stamp collecting. The social life of our 

avocation has been furthered many times with 

parties and dinners where collectors and their 

families can meet each other in pleasing social 

surroundings. If these things appeal to you, 

and you are not one of our members, we invite 

you to Join with us. 



Dear Stan: 

MICHAEL NEWBURY 

38 SOUTH DEARBORN STREE:T 

CHICAGO-3 

February 9, 1950 

I spoke to Be 1 Newman immediately after 
Uncle Saul passed away, as he called me up to tell me 
that you had been in touch with him. I know very well 
how you feel, and. how you felt about liU'. Newbury, and 
believe me when I tell you that there was no use of your 
comine up here for the services, as they were strictly 
private, at the request of Mrs . Ne .... ibury. I wish mere 
peo-ple cO'lld have been there, as it was a beautiful 
ceremony, and while I have been to many funerals, I have 
never heard a more beautiful service. 

As you well know, I am quite swamped with 
details in regard to the estate and it will be awhile 
before things start to level off. 

I hope to, because I know I can, count on 
you for help and assistance as formerly, and,without your 
saying this, I~nt you to know I shall calIon you for it 
whenever I feel in need of it. 

Let's not get out of touch with one another. 

Sincerely, 

}nr. Stanley B. Ashbrook 
33 North Fort Thomas Avenue 
Fort Thomas, Kentucky 



Feb . 17. 1950 • 

.!r . 1ichaol t!m1bllry. 
313 South Denrborn st ., 

C l icugo 3. Ill . 

DCRr I~lkc: 

Thanks for your gooa. l , tter of the 9th. 

I did like 'chat last l:L 0 :in your lotter 
and I sinccj."'cly tl'·u~·t thnt. VJe c:. n koo!) .:.11 to toll 
with one an,:/c ... 01' . .Tu.st oeGftusc ~ . N . h ~ pRosed on 
to nO!l··.:.~hil' l;clic f:;. lcl ia no l'eason ~1~1."'i I shoulrl 
no '\; BOC YGll .3 o::.'ten afJ in tIl<", old d JS . Whonevor 
I l)ct up to Chicngo in tho .' ,turo. I t~~'u['t ','e can 
have lunch tOG ,thO!'. 

I ::1.. on t thew to as OU1'e y:)u thr t yClu can 
count on 1 e f oi.' nny Rssi:Jhmco yo-.. 1.. night neecl . 

With overy Bond wish ~ 

G' o~lc.liul l'tr "'~ou""n - _ .... " ~, ~ , 

m 

, 



C . W. BROOKS. VICE-PRESIDENT H . C . BROOKS. PRESIOENT N. B . SIMONS. SECRETARY 

E. E . BROOKS. VICE-PRESIDENT B . e , RICHARDS TREASURER 

FOREIGN 
8RANCH OFFICES 

ENGLAND : 

FOUNDED 1880 

MANUFACTURERS OF DOMESTIC 
BRANCH OFFICES 

LONOON. BO CHANCERY LANE 
MANCHESTER STEVENSON SQUARE 

SURGICALANO ORTHOPEDIC APPLIANCES 
NEW YORK: 

500 F I FTH AVENUE 

HOLLAND : CHICAGO: 
AMSTERDAM. SINGEl25 

ARGENTINE: 

MARSHAll, MICHIGAN 5 NORTH WABASH AVE. 

BUENOS AIRES . BM£: MITRE 441 

rch 9, 1950 

Dear Harry; 

C~O"l!'l) After I had handed the enclosed card to my ~ 
son Craig, to prove that I "las a "Fellow t" - "11. 
1n fact a "jolly good" fellow, he only ~f ,n~ 
commented, ttwhy couldn tt the Honorable Secretary l.r ~otAL 
have signed it instead of using a cheap rubber 
stamp?" 

Please don't bother to return it, my wallet now 
is carrying tar too many cards. 

Confidentially, if I were in London in May 
(and I may have to go over on business .. our 

nag1ng Director who is also my wife t s brother . ., 
being apparently in a dying condition) - I never 
would go near the R.P .. S.L. Wby? Mainly because ' I ,~~ 
of the stuffed shirt posture of one of its tte ReJ-
principal heads, who never deigns to answer ~ To , 
letters frOM a brother "Fellow." .. $'~OhA 

Matter of fact, considering the burd n of our 
taxes, a portion of which goee over there to 
bolster their rotten economical system, for which 
in return we receive only ill-mannered, supercilious 
comment, I say, down with the whole damn lot. At 

~l e L\V~,"'--)""",one time I was an Anglophile, but my opinion of . 
I~ lon~.o'<1 those people has materially changed. When transplanted 
Fo~ to the U.S.A. they make, in the 2nd generation, tine 
~~ citizens. But over there, 1n their native habltat, 

Vt they are insufferable. I find more and more people 
le~r~ reaching that same conclusion. However, I really 

like Frank Godden, perhaps because he fascinates me. 
Wben I look at Frank, it is always at the juicy 
mouth corners. He is one of the few adults I have 
knO\fn who actually drools ••••• "and as I was saying to 
his Majesty," o •••• etc. etc. 

Best wishes to you and Marian. 
Sincerely, DOCK 



cv.s.~ OF SERViCB 

This Is a ful\"fa~ 
Telegram or Cable.
gram unless Its de, 
fen-ed character Is In. 
dicated by a suitable 
symbol above or pre.
ceding the address. 

WESTERN 
~ UNION 4V 7 48 

t..oe- j)../. w. P. M A RSHALL, PRE S IDENT 

SYMBOLS 

Dl-D.,utttt 

LC - o.r ...... d Cable 

NL T - Cable Ni&h, Letu. 

Ship R.dl __ m 

... day letters is STANDARD TIME at poiDt of origin. Time of receipt is STANDARD TIME lit point of destination 

.CTA 071 
CT~CA067 NL PE=~H}CAGO r tm 

=STANLEY B - ASHBROOK= 

'3 ~NORTH FORT THOMAS ST FT THOrMS KY= 

-
MR NEWBURY PASSED AWAY LAST NIGHT 730 FUNERAL WILL BE HELD 

1130 AM FRIDAY FROM 936 EAST 47TH STREET IT WILL BE A 

PRIVATE FUNERAL FOR THE IMMEDIATE FAMILY ONLY REGARDS: 

~Ml KE _~ _~ 

'I'D OOiIPANY wtLlL APPRECIATE SUGGESTIONS FROM ITS PATRONS CONCERNING ITS SERVICE 



< 
(. 



Reception 

immeJiate!; following d:lc ccremo~ 

310 North lKalamazoo Avenne 



.Mr. <lllIlJ Mrs. HaroM Crai.g Brook§ 

re'1uest the honour of JOur presence 

at tl.e marriage of their daughter 

Emi!r Wright 
to 

Mr. Gerald BorraJaile Hatch 

on friJ~ evening. the seconJ of August 

at half after seven o'clock 

Trini!! Episcopal Church 

Marshall. Michigan 



· S'< WAY to TfL£GRAP 
~~~. 'f , h 'f 'II ~ •• .11 t te ep one reo J 

\ ceiver .. call WESTERN " 
\ UNION • .from home, " 
~ office or coin box 1 

'f 

TESTERN ""' 
UNION(04J• 

W . P . M A RSHAL L , PRESIDENT 

SYMOl.S 

DL - Day !.etttt 

~ WHEN YOU SEND A TELEGRAM, THE (HARe,S WILl 

.,ts . API'EAIt ON YOUR NEXT TELEPHONE BtU Ship odI_ 

The filing t ime shown in the date lino 011 telegrams aDd da;;=;;=Y ~lette~I8~is~6T~AN'ffi'DAR~D T~IM~E~at=:=:po:;:=::int=:7of SorilPn=':=· .::::::;;Tim~· ====e 07:'( re5cei::7'pt IB~· S~T ~~~E ;:;t po~~~ f dj ,,-ti2 I 
.• C:rA490 PB140 

.. P. FNA047 DL PD=FN PHILADELPHIA PE t~ 12 1202P= 
1 

,ST A NL EY B ASHBROOK= 

:33 WEST FORT THOMAS AVE FORT THOMAS KY= 

AS CHAIRMAN OF THE SEPAO MERIT AWARD COMMITTEE TAKE ,. 

PLEASURE IN ADVISING yOU OF YOUR SELECTION TO 

RECEIVE THE 1949 NATIONAL AWARD STOP THE PRESE 'TATIO 
WILL TAKE PLACE AT OUR DIN ER ON THE EVEt ING OF 

NOVEMBER 19 STOP IF IT IS NOT POSSIBLE FOR YOU TO 
ATTEND COULD 
REPRESEt'T YOU= 

WILLIAM M WILSO~ APS 7338= 
THE COMPANY __ ~ _ _______ - -------..... .... ~ ....... -.... ""'-..,. .... 0.7 ... .a..&..a.v~~o ..... v,N \..i,t!; l(NINO ITS SEBVJCB 



Affiliated with the NATIONAL FEDERATION 01 STAMP CLUBS, IDc. 

Mr. Stanley B. Aehbrook, 
33 N. Ft. Thomas Avenue, 
Fort Thomae, Kentucky 

Dear Mr. Ashbrook: 

November 16, 1949 

Sorry for the delay in advising you of your selection 
to receive the 1949 Sepad Award. We usually settle this detail 
early, . but this year we were delayed. 

The Sepad Merit Award was started some years ago and 
we select each year one person loca l ly and one nationally to 
receive the awards. Last year Dr. Chase received the National 
Award, while the year before the National Award was given to 
Mr. Hugh Clark. 

As you can note from the directory enclosed, sepad 
consists of clubs in Southeast Pennsylvania and Delaware, ie 
a governoring club for presenting each year, a stamp show. 
This year is our twelfth show. 

We are sorry that c onditions prevent your attendance, 
but the award will be sent you shortly after November 19th. 

Sincerely, 

~l U~-
WMW/svy 
Enc. D1.rectory 

w. M. Wilson , 



DIRECTORY 
~ 

Stamp Clubs 
Philadelphia and Vicinity 

Distribu ted by 

'SEPAD: 
Associated Stamp Clubs of 
South-eastern PennsyZ(')ania 

and Delawa,re 
Meets 3rd Thursday, 8 P. M. 

Central Y. M. C . A., 1421 Arch St., Phila. 



PHILADELPHIA CLUBS 

A. P. S. CHAPTER NO. 18 
Meels Second Wednesday Evening 

Arl Alliance. 251 S. 18th Street 
AUSTRO-HUNGARIAN PHILATELIC SOCIETY 

Meets 2nd and 4th Thursday Evenings 
1308 Drury Street. Philadelphia 

BRITISH NORTH AMERICAN SOCIETY 
Meets First Thursday Evening 

7934 Pickering Street 
FRANKFORD ARSENAL STAMP CLUB 

A. P. S. 242 
Meets 1st & 3rd Wednesdays at Arsenal 

HAMILTON STAMP CLUB 
Meets 2nd and 4th Wednesdav Evenings 

Optimist Club. 7021 Garrell Road. Upper Darby. Pa. 
INSURANCE STAMP CLUB OF PHILADELPHIA 

Meets Third Thursday Each Month 
401 Walnut Street 

KEYSTONE STAMP CLUB 
Meets every Friday Evening 

Y.M.C.A •• 1421 Arch Street 

MIZP AH CORR. AND EXCHANGE CLUB 
Meets 1st and 3rd Monday Evenings 

5404 North 5th Street 
NORTH EAST STAMP CLUB 

Meets every Mondav Evening 
3731 Franklord- A venue.-Philadelphia 

OLNEY STAMP CLUB 
Meels 1st and 3rd Tuesday Evenings 

5317 North 5th Street. Philadelphia 
OXFORD PHILATELIC SOCIETY 

Meets 1st and 3rd Wedtjesday Evenings 
1661 Harrison Street 

PENN PRECANCEL CLUB 
Call or write. John C. Dickel 

6711 Souder Street. Phila. 24. Pa. 
PHILADELMiIA AIR MAIL SOCIETY 

Meets 2nd Thursday Evening Each Month 
702 W. Venango Street. Philadelphia 

PHILADELPHIA ELECT. E. A. STAMP CLUB 
Meets 2nd and 4th Friday Evenings 

Edison Bldg .. 9th and Sansom S.s .. Philadelphia 
PHILADELPHIA PLATE NUMBER COLLECTORS 

Meets First Thursday Evening 
345 S. 18th Street 



PHILADELPHIA STAMP & COVER CLUB 
Meets 2nd & 4th Tuesday Evenings 

Grand Fraternity Bldg., 16~6 Arch Street 
PHILADELPHIA WOMENS STAMP CLUB 

Meels 1st and 3rd Wednesday 
1622 Locust Street, Philadelphia 

PHILATELIC SOCIETY OF DRESDEN 
Meets Second Tuesday Evening 
1219 N. 7th Street, Philadelphia 

SCANDINAVIAN COLLECTORS CLUB, CHAPTER II 
Meets 1st and 3rd Friday Evenings 

317 S. 15th Street, Philadelphia 

PENNSYLVANIA CLUBS 
ADMIRAL BYRD STAMP AND COIN CLUB, Reading, Pa. 

Meets every Tuesday Evening 
Y.M.C.Au Room 5, Reading, Pa. 

ALLENTOWN PHILATELIC SOCIETY 
Meels First and Third Friday Evenings 

Y.M.C.A .. Allentown, Pa. 
BETHLEHEM PHILATELIC SOCIETY 

Meets First Tuesday Evening 
535 Main Street, Bethlehem. Pa. 

CHESTER STAMP CLUB 
Meets 2nd and 4th Tuesday Evenings 

Y. W. C. A .. 7th & Sproul Sis., Chester, Pa. 

FLEETWOOD STAMP CLUB 
Fire House, Fleetwood, Pa. 

HAVERFORD TOWNSHIP STAMP CLUB 
Meets 1st and 3rd Wednesday Evenings 

Municipal Bldg., Oakmont, Pa. 
LJrnSDOWNE STAMP CLUB 

Meets 1 sl and 3rd Friday Evenings 
Owen and Stratford Aves., Lansdowne, Pa. 

LOWER MERION STAMP CLUB 
Meels 2nd and 4th Mondays 

American Legion Hall, Windsor Avenue, Narberth, Pa. 
PHILATELIC SOCIETY OF GLENSIDE 

Meets 2nd and 4th Fridav Evenings 
War Memorial Bldg., Keswick ~nd Waverly Rds. 

PHILATELIC SOCIETY OF LANCASTER CO. 
Write Marion B. Walker 

144 E. Chestnut St .• Lancaster, Pa. 
POTTSTOWN STAMP CLUB 

Write Karl S. Johnson 
864 N. Evans Street, Pottstown, Pa. 



READING STAMP COLLECTORS CLUB 
Meets 1st and 3rd Thursdays 

128 N. 5th -Street, Reading, Pa. 
WEST CHESTER STAMP CLUB 

Meets 2nd Tuesday and 4th Thursday Evenings 
Municipal Bldg .. West Chester, Pa. 

NEW JERSEY CLUBS 
SOJEX 

ASSOC. OF SOUTH JERSEY S'fAMP CLUBS 
Meets Last Mondav Evening, Each Month 

Walt Whitman Hotel, Camden, N. J. 
ATLANTIC CITY STAMP CLUB 

First and Third Thursdays, Hotel Traymore 
BRIDGETON STAMP CLUB 

Second and Fourth Thursdays, Y. M. C. A. 
COURIER·POST STAMP CLUB 

Courier·Post. Camden. N. J. 
CAMDEN Y. M. C. A. STAMP CLUB 

Every Thursday, 615 Federal St. 
GLOUCESTER STAMP CLUB 

Alternate Tuesdays. Members' Homes 
HADDONFIELD STAMP CLUB 

Firs t Wednesday, Borough Hall 

HADDON HEIGHTS STAMP CLUB 
Third Friday. Legion Hall 

MERCHANTVILLE STAMP CLUB 
First Thursday, Grace Church 

MOORESTOWN- A. P. S. CHAPTER 154 
Second Friday, Community House 

SOUTH JERSEY WOMEN'S STAMP CLUB 
4th & Linden Sts., Camden 
First Monday, North Baptist Church Library 

TILLICUM STAMP CLUB-CAMDEN 
Third Sunday, Members' Homes 

VINELAND STAMP CLUB 
Second and Fourth Tuesdays, 307 S. 2nd St. 

WOODBURY STAMP CLUB 
• Alternate Tuesdays, Members' Homes 

DELAWARE CLUBS 
"Y" STAMP CLUB 

Meets 2nd & 4th Monday Evenings 
Y.M.C.A .. 11th and Washington Sts .. Wilmington, Del. 

DUPONT STAMP CLUB 
Meets 1st & 3rd Monday Evenings 

Nemours Building. Wilmington, Del. 
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C OMMrRCIAL 
MUSEUM 

HI ADELPHIA 
Doily - 1 p.m. to 11 p.m. 

u 

8 
GALA 
DAYS 

I 
NITES 

N T T I eKE T 
World's most EXCITING 

and UNUSUAL Show 
1000 HOBBIES 

.BIG STAGE ATTRACTIONS 
5 SHOWS DAILY 

CONTINUOUS EXHIBITIONS 
of 

Photo Feslivol 
Home Workshops 
Model R. R. Roundhouse 
Women's Homecroft$ 
Sewing - Weaving 
Stomps - Coins 
Arts - Crofts 
Model Planes 
800ls - Cars 
Hom Radio 
Television 
Hobby Collections 
Conlesls - Prizes 



Mr.and Mrs.Sa.u] Newbu1J 

a fiI#(; 1~ (f "~ 
11 47 
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AMERICAN PHILATELIC CONGRESS, INCOR. 

533 PENN STREET, READING, PA. 

Member No. ______ ~ _____ _ 

Issued to _____ St1l.D1J~y---~~-4:.§h b r..9 0 k 
Dues paid to July 1, 19_5.0._ 

4 FRBD A. HAWKINS 
JERE H ESS ARIl. l.. 

President Secretary 
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Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook 
33 N. ~t. Thomas Ave. 
F'ort Thomas, Ky. 
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Ame,.ican Philatelic Societ'j 
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is a member in good standing to July first, 

Signature of Member 
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Executive Secretary 
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Signature of Member 

1949 
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Executive Secretary 



YOU ARE 50 THOUGHTFUL! 





Announcing the next meeting of the 

1!letrott tlbHateitc ~ocietp 

We start our season of 1949-50 meetings on Saturday afternoon, September 
24th with an informal social gathering at the Stark "Castle," 5668 Geddes Road 
near Ann Arbor. You and your lady will be the guests of Harold and also of 
Donald MacGregor, the same as last year . To those who want directions, a call 
to me, and I'll help you out. 

This notice comes to you plenty early ; the stamp will explain why. When you 
know for sure if you're going, and how many, mail the enclosed card, he would 
like to know how to plan. 

D. R. Heath, Secretary 
651 Barrington, Grosse Pointe 30 
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Mr. Lybarger Objects 
We have a letter from Mr. Lybarger, late president of the APS 

wherein he asks us to print the letter which he sends. It is sent 
with the intention of correcting the statement we made in the is
sue of September 19, wherein we stated that the APS had close to 
a quarter million dollars. There is no use in printing his letter since 
the object of the letter is to correct the mistake we made and we 
are glad to do that since Mr. Lybarger has now given us the figures 
in a form in which they are understandable. We might say that we 
were not alone in believing that the.... total funds of the APS were 
close to a quarter million dollars as we stated. We have letters from 
others and have seen other correspondence wherein the writers 
were of the opinion that the sum was as we stated. 

It seems however that we are incorrect.4Jfhe published state
ment we had in mind was one by Mr. Warren J. Turner in the August 
29 issue of Mekeels Weekly. From the statements in this article 
we believed as did others that the total worth of the society was 
approximately a quarter million dollars, to be exact around $223,-
000.00. Mr. Lybarger now explains in his letter that the funds of 
ABOUT $91,000.00 are a part of the $130,816.64 which is the actual 
worth of the society. 

Weare glad to make this correction and assure you that we 
have no desire or intention to make statements which are inac
curate or untrue. 

In the letter from Mr. Lybarger however, he does not com
ment on the point we make that the society is authorized to oper
ate but not for profit and if a surplus of over $130,000.00 is not 
profit, then what is it? This money should be put into a fund of 
some sort tlttat could be used in some manner that wouid benefit 
the membership and at the same time become a rotating fund tha 
would \-eplenish its,elf in the process and thus not actually be spent fot 
convention trips, but in a manner that would benefit all members. 
Let it be understood that we have been a member of the APS fot 
nearly fifty years and we have seen but few worth while accomplish 
ments. 



Askbrooks Guests at 
Detroit Philatelic Society's 

"Season Opener" Meeting 

THE opening meeting of the 1949-
1950 season of the Detroit Ph'ila

telic Society was held Sept. 24, 1949. 
It was an afternoon and evening 
party held at the country estate, 
"Sans Souci," of Mr. and Mrs. Har
old Stark, five miles outside of Ann 
Arbor, Mich. 

For a number of years past the 
members have been the guests of Mr. 
and Mrs. Stark, assisted by Mr. and 
Mrs. Donald MacGregor. 

An elaborate buffet dinner was 
served on a spacious veranda located 
high above and overlooking the beau
tiful Huron River. 

During the afternoon and evening 
the Stark specialized collection of 
19th Century U. S. was on display. 
This is quite an annual event as it 
gives the members an opportunity to 
inspect the many fine items added 
to the collection since its previous 
exhibition. 

Out of to~ visitors were Mr. and 
Mrs. Stanley B. Ashbrook of North
ern Kentucky. Mr. Ashbrook added 
to the interest of the party by exhib
iting a fine lot of 19th Century cov
ers from a well-known collection 
which is being dispersed at private 
sale. 

It will be recalled that the late 
Admiral F. R. Harris was the guest 
of the D.P.S. at a dinner given in his 
honor last spring. 

The D.P.S. membership is limited 
to forty, and at present it is stated 
that they have quite a number of 
applicants for membership on the 
waiting list. They have twenty meet
ings each season, with two members 
as dinner hosts at each meeting. 



Mr. H. L. Lindquist 
2 est 46th street 
New York 19, N. Y. 

Dear P.arry: 

COP 'i 

lov ber 18, 1949 

I bave your letter of the 4th" in rega ! to a. donation to 
the PbUate1ic Foundation. To be very frank as well as con!1dential, .1 
.oula state that I have never from the tirst thought much ot the Foundation 
and if TOU will circulate among those 'nterested, which includes most Mew 
lork dealers as well as others such as Stan Aahbrook, Hollowbush and ttle 
like, I believe you will tind that they think little more of their opinions 
than I do. 

I now ot seyera! cues where they have made reports which 
are absolutely incorrect and nave turned down stamps that ~re absolut ely what 
they are sup osed to be. I have never relt that Boggs knew much about stamps 
and this opinion is shared by m&.ny', who have been much clo8er to him that I 
have been. I do not think that the Foundation has turned out to be the or~ 
nization that we hoped we had. With such people &8 Admiral Harris and ~r. 
Caspary it had eyer)'" opportunity ot starting out in a substantial manner. I 
have since learned that 1Ir. Caspary inspects few of the stamps and I !mO. 
fro· actual experience that one aawaiian atMlp I aul:JJlitted was not even 
ebown to Admiral Ba.rria. In fact, it was rt;tum~ to a. C'!lient in Honolul u 
to whOlD. I had sold it tor several hundred dollars with an opinion that casted 
a cloud over it. I t.aediately wrote to the Admiral, called his attention to 
the fact that he 8Urely knew the 100d trom. the bad and he M'Ote me a letter 
sta.ting he haa n~ver even seen the stamp and to please have it retumed. I had 
it returned and the stam was t.hen declared genuine snd a certificate lent to 
my cli~nt. I have done no business with ~ since, which l eads me to belieye 
that he thought I brought BODle aort of infiueDce to bear to obtain the rayorable 
opinion. 'they have turned down numerous Special Prints llitb the guarantee ot 
Ed Stem and myself on the same stamp. I also know trom actual experience that 
I saw .. itn my own eyes a regular Continental of 1873 picked from a dealer f IS 

stoc , the gum " ... shed off and aub:llitted as a Special Print. They issued a cer.
r.1ficate, stating it was a Special. Print and I ositivel:y know that it s not. 

It ~s for this reason that I did not send a don tion to aid 
1n pa,ing Stan tor his wonderful holdings. I would much r&ther see them go som.-
where else. Doni t take this as simply my opinion bllt get around anton$! the larger , 
e.nd older eatabliehed deale-r of lew York and you will lind IIJ:T opinion prevails. 

Sincerely yours, 

PHILIP H. A ill, JR. 

Pfi'l,JR: m.w 



GORDON HARMER 

PRESIDENT 

AUCT I ONS 

APPRAISALS 

& CO., INC. 

PHILATELIC 
AUCTIONEERS 

560 FzI}h Avenue 
NEW YORK 19 , N. Y. 

Novembe~ 17, 1949 

Mr. Stanley Ashbrook 
33 N. Ft. Thomas l~venue 
Ft . Thoma s, Ky . 

Dear Stan: 

CA BLE ADDR'ESS 

PHILATORS, N EW YO R K 

TE LEPHON E 

L ONGACR E 3-3335 

I am sending you two enclosed items for your inspection 
and oplnlon. They were sent to the Phildtelic Foundation 
who state they are collector trial proofs. I don't r eally 
agree with their findings . You will note "hat t he one has 
an impression of the 3¢ 51 on the cover . 

Vii th kind regards . 

Very t r ul y yours, ! 

PJ~m'JER , 
BY: 

RGOKE & CO "' INC " 

oar 1f:u.., 
{ ,'I" 

GH : H.F 



1,';r. OQl'don Harmer I 
~ })al'l.er Rooko & Co., 

C>O Fifth Ave. I 

lio'l YOl-k 19, H. Y. 

DonI" ~o:::'clon: 

rov . 21" 1949. 

H(~rGVv'ith the two 30,! lOGl ._t01'1S liS per YO'lt!'s of the 
l?th. Pl"OOf'S Hre outs1de my field and I \V uld be t bit pre
GU1:1ptious to atte:1pt to ex ross an opinion I'eeal'ciillg these . 
I believe that Cl rence Brazen" i.e peri'ect1y ca.pable of g1-.[11\3 
a coy'roct explnnr1.t1011 rege J'die g then. 

I note tho of_:set on tho back of one of these and I 
O.l'!. i7ond,~r'"Lng 1f you tL.Ol 'ht ~;h 1 t tl 0 lHslCn is t lut of the 0~! 
Pro~:torG rather thnn the l'Ge;ulHrJ.y iRfJ'.lnd stal1.p. 

Pl(~lH30 lnf'ej" to the eopJ of your . A -t:.. to La. I c:.o 
.ot m der ta.:1 th J tGr 1, f!C():Llcc"'~OJl ( ... r· ~.l Pl"JOO •. S

tl 
- Did you I!GUll 

1'':':.''1a1 eol01' p~"OOro?rr .~5 110..,0 .:OLJ.">"I" "3:t t51 on the covel' . " 
ftono orrops, 110 do 1 t . 

!n t 0 o . '!.G . there is a. 1ist1n of 62:. - "ILlpcx'f" -
itlrl.t Jlavc ;,,-::rt :t.n !Ll.d', A sit11ar ~'f not; htlv~_ns a pair of 
62A l~.:ch \!Li 1 '\;(') co, l?l"J:·O the _ 'tPOl 1 am uh.rtblo to expJ'oss a~\ 
opinion. 

I h~C':pd th ... "lt Hnr •. lOr ~{ooko exhibiliSd ·ut the 3110\.' lnEt 
vleek n 90~ 18;0 - cover, with a l"l to of ',.1 . 6[3 to China, n180 it 
COVOl"t "\ill th a 5 ~ and 10 ~ 18~'7 f:L"'o:u Philadelph·ta. The l'OrL1or is a 
fake - if it if! the S~. 10 cover t.Jlut I l1R.Ve in I'lind ... the London 
p . m.. date is Novereber l8G m.d tl1d lutt r . 'S u fake f;eo. tha 
Knapp sale t:;hn:!; (~ost" innocc_ t ullyor oval" .t. our hundred dollarn. 
I mula. 1.1 . t'o tl: 0 latt~r but not th(~ fO_'~l1er. 

Cordinll .. our , 

P. S.--:.o opinion - no fee , bu!~ you can :-.~e 1burso me for l"cturn 
postage • .. 



CLEVELAND PLAIN DEALER 
ESTABLISHEDAS TH E EVENING PLAIN DEALER IN 1845 MORN I NG AND SUNDAY 

ED ITIONS FOUNDED IN 1885 BY L.E. HOLDEN 

LARGEST MORNING AND SUNDAY CIRCULATION IN OHIO 

.J O HN A . VA N BUR EN . BU S INESS M A NAGE: R: S T ERL I NG E. . GRAHAM , G £N ~ R A LMA NAGE Ff PAU L BELLAMY. E DIT O R 

Dec. 5, 1949 

Mr . Stanley B. Ashbrook, 

32 North Fort Thomas Avenue , 

Fort Thomas, Ky. 

Dear 'r . Ashbrook; 

Naturally enough after tell ing you about the 24¢ 1861 with the 

Sept . 20 cancel I cannot find the darn thing . As usual I found every-

thin~ else and some of it is enclosed . The 24¢ on piece can be either 

1861 or 1864 maybe you can guess . If it is 1861 it will be early. 

The 24¢ 1857 is another one of those things . The gum looks OK 

so perhaps it is not a chemical changeling but from there on I am lost . 

The Phiiliadelphi a PMs can be anything-see what you think. 

I do not know what the red R js on the 3¢ 1857 or the red star on 

the 1851 . Prob~bly verv common but I thjnk they are pretty. The l¢ 

with the FREE cancel I thought you might like to see because it is 

pretty. 

I hope that you arrived home safely anrl trust that you can be in 

Cleveland for the Garfield - Perry March party. 

D. K. Grieve, 
1886 E. 93rd Street, 
Cleveland, 6, o. 

Sincerely, 

, 



Doc. 11, 1949. 

• D. K. Grieve, 
l8S6 nat 90rd St ., 

Clevoland, Ohio . 

Dear Don: 

Thank. very nuch for ¥O'lu'>s of the 5th. This is just 
about IS L~terestine a little lot as I have soon in a long t~e 
and I certainly enjoyed having 0. good look fit the various items. 
lIore are Bome C0l11I'10nts: 

24¢ 1860. This is a changeling in color - Just bo-
causo a stump is ,runused and o. g ." 1s no slgn thllt tho color is 
original. Under certain atr:lospherlc conditions a lilac or Q 

violet will chango to a sicl:1y looking eray or a greonish gray -
or to a "Steol Blue," regardloss of tho fact thnt the stn p ms 
never usea and has the o . g . on the back. Brnzor had a. 24¢' 1861 
"Steel Blue" unused with o.e. and he claimed the color Vias original 
becau.e the stamp had neVGr been used. If 0. used stump will change 
frm'l a. violet to a steel blue , I know of no reason why the gum on 
tho back of . an '-mused copy would prevent the color fro chRneing. 
Allon6 tho revenue stamps wo find a lot of "LILACS" listed but 1n no 
listing of such do v'e find a "Steol Blue" or a "gray gl"eonU - etc. 

30t 1861. This 1s an odd looking item and my guess is 
tlmt it is a badly faded copy . The papor is very thin. 

24" 1861. T.lis 1s the nViolet," S.U.S. #60, and ono of 
the early uscs 0 thi" strunp. It Is quIto an onrly 11 pression and 
clear. I:ost of tho copios that \Ie find of this stP...I.":1P Show rather 
rough inpl'ess ion, thnt ls , prints that np .elr to have COI!lO frorl a 
rath.1' thin ink thtlt had D. tend.ency to rlm, (if you kno·~; what I mean ). 
In my record of enrly unes of this eta p, t'li~ coW of your's is ' 
the Becond on tho lint - the earliest knOwn boing: 

Aug. 20. 1861 - from Lo~e11, In''s. 
Sep . 5 1861 - your copy , 
Sap .• 9, lB61 - fro. Salem, I ass. 
Sap. 17, 1861 - ft Boston 
Sop. 21. 1861 -
Sep. 25 , lDE,l - etc . etc. 

You can appreciate how pleased I was to see this ito and to record 
it in !'I'l filos . 

. 3rt 1851 - Philadelphia - lith ned Star. This is a "Cu1'rier" 
cover and tho Rea star Is the Ph11tuielpnin Carrler nm"king. Tho 
letter wns doubtlesl'1 deposited in a lotter-box no doubt v/ith a penny 

, 



#2 . '11.' . D. K. Grieve , Doc . 11, 1949. 

attached. A 1(')ttor-cB.l~r1er picked it up and dopo~ited in the Philn
delphia post of.fice. The star indicated that the carrier fee to the 
post o1'fic6 had beon pnid . In rrI.Y' opinion the uso was in tho ye ar 
1852 - (June). We find this rod star as n cancel on tho Fpo.nk1in 
Currior u n( fllso on the Eagle - (used fit Philadelphia). This is n 
rnre covor , in fact , covorB like this are much rarer than is genor ... 
ally supposed. It ·1s my guoss th t tho "PAID" did not rofer to the 
3~ r>ta p but rn.thG!' to the payment of the l¢' Carrier Foe . 

Tho three Phl1adel hia Ca.rrier stALl s. '1'he S . U. 3 . lists 
these at 'i. 00.0) so you can '10.1.1 imagine hat· hey nre not very co on. 
The Philadelphia c~ rrlers pl"opared the:1o and sold them to the public . 

I T lis vms presUlilubly done alone; about 18G2 xxrt to l85G. They cut the 
gurruaed r6in8 off of tho I¢' IGSl 1m.perforate sho0ts tlnd handstnI'lped 
then 11th thin InfU'ldng . On two of your copies you will note parts 
of the 1!l designs . noto the one trol1. t;t e right nrgin . Thore is not 
much of tho l~ deSign on thiu cop.: but I could "plate" 1t . Note '!TIf 
One Cent BO'ok (I doubt if you. hnva n copy but you should) - VOIUllJ.0 12 
pRge 200, '1hGPO I illustrated t\1O of these , also a. cover with one, -
plus n strip of 1, lB51 . 

3:~ 185'7 .. C~:.nc11ln, t 1. '1' is is nl1 early roelstorod lotte:!' -
and it 1s ' r '0 cover .. fIhe j;'cgisterod foe t.t this t:1l 0 - late le50 ' s 
VIUS 5;L nnd it htHl to be paid 1n cash - not by stn lpG . The R gulut:'Lons 
instructed postrmstors not to put Hny I1n:r~k1ngs on the envelope that 
would 1nd"1cato the lotter conta.ined valuables, but Cincinnat1 violated 
this instruction ... at lOHst for a li! .• lted period - This HegUlt t:lon is 
the oxplanation ns to \~hy covers such as yours Rl"e so dm~n scarce . In 

One Cent Book , Vol . 2 , I illustrated a si 111al" Cincinnnti cover 11th 
the red lin" - It had t 0 3¢ 1857 and the registered nUMb ,r ""If S 9'70. 
I note yours i3 172. 

Free. frhin ar>Plll'ontly was an unsealed envelope that con
tained. a cil"'cnlar , 01"18i11 not disclosod .. the "Fl"ee" v:as u.;ed m~rely as 
a k11ler and had no meaning. Or, the envelope 1 lilht have had BUl'l and 
sent sealed as a local Drop letter at Chillicothe. The stamp is a 
Type II I)."O., tho first plate - firat condition - -i:;b.at las in usa f.rom 
July 1 , l8f>l to June 1852, thus my guess 1s that tho nse VIas at so e
tiMe during that period. 

I thol"oughly enjoyed GOing over thdse items nd again, thanks 
f or submlttinB thor . 

J!arch is n long ti:1o in the future but I would enjoy uttend-
1n8 the Party and I '1111 endeavor to do so, health l)el'lfllitti..'1g . 

With evory GOod 110h -

C o:t:'dlnlly yours , 



CLEVELAND PLAIN DEALER 
ESTABLISHEDAS THE EVENING PLAIN DEALER IN 1845 MORNING AND SUNDAY 

EDITIONS FOUNDED IN 1885 BY L.E. HOLDEN 

.. , 
LARGEST MORNING AND SUNDAY CIRCULATIO,N IN OHIO 

,JOHN A .VAN BUREN , BUSINESS MANAGER STERLING E.GRAHAM, GENERAL MANAGER PAU L BELLAMY. EOITOR 

December 15, 1949 

~~. Stanley B. Ashbrook, 

33 North Fort Thomas ~venue, 

Fort ThOMas, Kentucky. 

Dear Stan; 

I am glad to learn that my little lot was of interest to you as 

you probably look over thousands of little lots every year and I imagine 

that ' some of them are pretty sad. You have taken what were rather odd 

items in my collection and made them into something of interest to me 

and those who might look at them. I will write them up vdth due credit 

to you and your knowledge. 

It just so happens that I have both volumes of your l¢ book, in fact 

I had two sets but gave one away as a Christmas present two years ago, but 

bec~use we live in a rather small apartment my library is not readily 

available. I have always been a firm believer in books like yours and 
< \ 

have quite a library blJilt up during the ;vears. 

I have an awful mess of early U. S. covers that have been culled 

until just the best are left. SOIDe of these may be unusual but I have , 
neither the knowlerge or eyesight to really dig into them. Ferhaps if 

you get to Cleveland you can take a look. I do hope that your health 

will permit your' making the G. P. party as I am sure you will have a good 

time. I want to thank you for your interest and the information you 

have given me and if there is anything I can do to repay you let me know. 

S/1'1 c e Y'(! &J f) 6>-t 



Mr. Stanley B. shbrookM 

;; N. Ft. Thomas ~venu~ 

G't. Thomas, !-.y. 

Dear Mr. Ashbrook: 

82 E. Raleibh ~enue 

Staten Island 10, .Y. 
Jecember ;, 1949 

Thank you very much ror your letter of Novemoer 24th, answer 
to which h~s b~en delayed ~ue to my absence from the city. 

I am €.'1closing a number of photostats r~lati"'g to the treatment 
of U.S.-Hawaii mails back around 1850. Their source is indicated on the 
reverse, moetly from the HaVlaiian newspaper liThe ?o lJ'le o ian". ':'here were 
quite a number of such items among the ~dmiral 's papers, and these represent 
su~h u:'1'Jubli shed items as I felt might be )f interest to you. I have '., 
additional prints, so you may retain these for your own files. 

Thank you for the two additio"lal refereTlces tJ Hawaii-U . S . 
covers during the fall of 1864. Parmer ~ooke illustrated a cover in 
their auction catalogue of 2/26/47 similar to,if not identical with, the 
Mason cover described in your letter. The illustrated cov~r was ajdrt:sf'ed 
to .Jorcester, Mass. and bore a 10i lA61 (not tied), placed on the envelope 
directly over the Hawaiian postmark. The San Francisco ~ate was Aug. 11, 
1864. Obviously, the stamp must have been placed there by the San Francisco 
poetm,aster, f'or at that time Kala'.rau.a thought the U.$. rate was only 5¢. 
If this is correct, Kalakaua mu.st have collected a nickle, stamoed the 
envelope H:J.S .Postage Paid" and sent it on to San>i'rancisco. The San 
Francisco postmaster pRsted on a 10£ stam?, believing t~at to be t~e 
proper rate, and sent it on to Norcester. ruestion- who paid the extra 
5¢? If you have a different interpretatioTl oP the cover, I should be 
delighted to hear it. 

I am also attachi~g an illustration of a cover illustrated 
in an advertis<"!ment in Stamps oagazi!le on "0'1 .26, 1949. It appears to 
be addressed to England and bears a 5rj Eawaiian stamn and a 2¢ U.S. of 
1869. Ifind this combination hard to explain. ~nd wonder if perhaps 
another stamp has been removed. I should julge it to be an 1870 cover. 
Lot 2071 i n the Knapp sale, n Iso from .Ta an to England bore 22{. U.S. 
postage, presumably 10~ Hawaii-U.S. plue 12¢ U.S.-Fngland. 

I note your comment on the Ports~outh cover. The photJgraphic 
evidence indicated that the address was over the marking in question and 
t he town handstamp was in turn over the address. ~owever, if it weren 't 
for differences of ooinion there wouldn't be ~or8e races. 

With best wishes, I am, 

s'n{:~ 

l<t - L 
John. K. Bash 

, 



Dec . 9 , 194 • 

:1.'. Jolm K. BaBh, 
82 E. Ralei~h five ., 

Staten Lsl T!d 10, N. Y. 

:t WHS certainly ve·~y kind oX you to send 0 the photo
stats and : sincerely thank you. I ll\ve road then with much in
terest and l!lVe prof1'~cd therohy . becuuso I fonnel l'flntc.!'i 1 thu' 
solved sev~rnl quoJtion upon v/llch I lwft rrlther indof it opi io!!.s • 

• ,e - tho 11o.son cover def'crlbcd in r:ry lettor - You HI' quite 
ri[5ht - This nane cover calla lop in n Iaj,"Ir'!.cr Rooke e; Com any 3nl ot 
Feb. 20 - 1947, I,ot 45 and it was \ 1thdrn m . I have an ,rncl1stinct 
rebo'.loction that it was qUAotiol'!ed at th.t tir1o . I recall that I 
bad quite n bit of co!"rospondence ... th lIenY'Y HOY01' bout the cover. 
The covel' VUlS next or.tored in n rJnu:panco sale of Pcb . 18, 1048 _ Lot 
3 04 , nnd In tel~ :U; inS offcl~od in R Pox salc of 11ny 1 , 1948 _ Lot 269. 
!ella sale prlce 'WHO \,45.00. I ;hink I han. sO.I.e co!,p sponuence with 
tho r\.cl;,"'lirlll l-ee;ardin it and SO~1e hoy; I ot the illpression that he 
ptU"'Gho.sed it. 

You tATe probably f{)'!'1iliu'" ',lth A. ai • .dilnr covor that he O\med 
with a lO>l H. S. 1861, cog cancel , not tied, Honolulu. Hov . 23 - . F . 
Dec . 8 1861, nnd addrosscd to Bde;arto¥ln, llnss . ~1thout 1'o£orri11g to 
the COl"'res )onciouce that I had 'I{l. th the dr:1irnl nn(l Heyer I cannot 
r'eel'.11 What expla.n:lt1on \"~e l' d fOl~ thf7 CO~J(3r btl. t the Honolulu postmark 
shows tll.l t both the I1a'W~iii and U. ~) . postage was paid at nonolulu. 
So cone 'PUt n l od 1I . S. over th lIonol u:u p.n . rmd whoever did it 
l:tust h ve IlH.d the idea toot the IO¢' stemh1p rate applied: _ whereas 
there ms no l0st stesnahip rotc in o.t"f'ect into S . F . fro!:! 11 waii at 
tho t ti 'e . It '1lould bo ruI.'e uuess-wol"'k to t:ry to figul>e ~o put the 
lO¢ staTlp over tho Ronolu:tu larlc1ne " At Itollolu!u? By S l.il:) captain? 
Or at the &. F . P . O. ? Being 1)9.id. at Honolulu f.lennt that th.e sand.r 
ev1uently '1d 5';' plus lO¢ nn rc~ardless of vlhother Knlnknua know 
as to the proper rata it appeurn that ~.t \1n P.l"'c_,H.id t bS{ p}.us lO¢'. 

Rc a,rdin.c 1;ho OOVCj,~ llluntl"'nted in "Stf' ... ,:lPS" of: '·ov . 2J~1949 , 
cut of' ulJ.ich ~ return horew5.tl . Inuf; .nch as this eovo..:'" is be. nG 
offoree). by El. l'ore1C.l doler, anything could have happ ned to it. 
T 1 ra c ertH .nly \"OS no ch n rnte C.3 il1d1cll,''''ed. Let us a ( swnc that 
it tag sent tc San FJ;'llnclsco via V.!S . Jif 11 St'lGr ahip. Tho usa could 
hnrdly !lnve been Apr. 1869 becoune lIo .olulu d1-d not havo any of ou 
1069 < to. po th&t owly. '!'hoZ'o }.; .1gl}.t hnve beon supplies in t.he S .V . p . o. 
as oarly .r tho first p l"t of Hay. If the U! 0 :vns APi' . 1870 - then 
tho ,- ate 'ilould huve boon 5i IIHlun1 - 10 /' U . 8 . steafflshi,p to the U. S . 
and 6" to LO_J.<lon. Thllt tho covor 1 shy 14r! 1n U. s . postaGe .. Pcrhup1) 



Re - Knupp sale Lot 2081. Tho description was \7!'ong -
It should have boen 5,~ JImml1 - no estie - or i'ather , short to 
s ';p - 10,t by U. S . ~ . S . to the U. [, . and 12ft to }"nglnnd. Of courso , 
thGl"G !Vus no rato of lO;! ~o S. F . to I1 . Y. after June 30, 1863. 
In the Knapp second sale of Iovernber 1941, pI n~ noto Lot 1726. 
Th10 US() '!as Biogo lu~ch lBtTl . It :7as overpaid (s the propel" P 'l-

ent should 11fiveooon lO~ to the U. S . by U. S . stean~ship plus 6~ 
to "ne;land . ! h!lvo a photo of another cover fro tho S£l.l!lO corr'os 
pondenc~ (C111!' =) ShOli 1ne tbe correct :rate, viz: a 10~t 1069 pllS a 
6¢ Bank !iote - n usa fr'on Shanghai on Dec . 12 , 1871. 

I mention tho above me~eIy to call attention to tho fact 
that the steamship rate of 10tt paid tho po~tar;e to tho U. S . but 
not beyond, 01'" in other '":ol"ds , no part of the lOr~ co lld be applied 
on rates beyond o"r borders . 

ACnin '1"0 - the POl'tsnouth . I note your ~l'eferonce to 
tl photor.;l'uph1C ovidonce . tI Soma people Light bolievo 1;haL it can be 
daf litely provod that rt co · ... Gain ink "m:' used 0"101"0 nnotl1 ,1" ink on the 
Portamo"L1.th cover . I da.'1. ' t . This Portsmouth should have been sub
mitted to (l) AJ.freCl Gaspnry (2) \mrren Colf30n (3) Jolm Hall. Fl'lom 
inrm~1Jl.f1.tion conveyed to me - it was not SUbl:J.itted to the fiI'st ti70 
and probably not to Hall . I 1:.110\; of no bettor way to \7rcck the 
}i'onl'1(lntion thHn to iss~e a cortificnto such as vms is:wtOu on thG 
Portsmouth. 3'1c11 opini<ns by 1noxpe:;?:tenced "Hxpcrts" maltes an 
o.bsoluta l'!locker-i p:f serious pililnto11c rosem'1ch work and nukes a 
l au.ghing stocl~ oE s'U.ch an "K"'tpert Cortn ittee. ff 

I.~o 1 \;ho aY'c totally inco14pctent to -oxpross an opinion on 
items of \1hich they hnve lit-tlo or no nctU'll kno·llcdfle should I'ofl'ain 
fron assumine; to theMselvos a l'ole of' "expert . II It is far .101'0 
sC:i~lous th'ltl just a cnoe of dlfi\)llO;nCes of opinion. 

I un roally serious f:'.bout this l.ecfluse I have devoted 
many yearn of L'1Y 11f'o to philatelic rosf}rtrch nork and \lith 1 e it is 
not 0. cnse of so (0 flY- .Jy- nlghts "lho ure here today n.."t'l.d (jone to lorrow. 
I have d denvored to co- opernte in evory ay 03sible \7 th the 
PhjLntelic FOlln'la.t5 on \'1:'.t htlVe g1 ven much of ny valuable ti· e free ' 
of any charge, and I s1..'I1eeroly deploro uny nctions by those connected 
with the Pounc tion that will l,psen the faith reposed ill the 
Institution by collector.s in t}~n country nnd aoroad. 

With every good wiah -

Cordially yours , 

, 
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To 
John 

Cle>sh 
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Or. L. IJ . 8henf ... olu , 
"'50 Fifth ve., 

11 York 1, . Y • 

Denr Ln1~ry: 

Ro - you. of tho 28th, h 1'0 
COVOl\S . '::'hoy () out of' Sn 's 101; n< 
they ll11 va an 
prooonti 1.;.1 

n ch , 1 SO. 

I 

othor covor -
1. hut I 

covo ('-

c cnt~o thnt _t or1 in tod nt V ~a 
C 'l~, \lnn "n. Gon'l ~'1.ovonan nn(l ins brousht into 0 I Orlcnno 
as n J ohip lottol.,n unci o~?o.r<loCi to.O\ Yorn: fiG ouch .. it 1 6~ duo on 
dolivOl"Y. 'l'l is .ato of 6¢ ( _d not aI'l)ly prior to ~Tuly 1, 18~3 - t 
1t liel ') nn{ oftol" th t date . (Prior to July 1, lB6S it (G - ro
gult r pOE t( ge (3,_) plus L~! 0111p foe ornf, - ~i;or July 1, 18 a - it 
, a doublo tho 08u1 r pootngo (2 "t 3¢) ) • 

Thu:: i1: t . cov r 1s ennino , I a t .to 0 I hip 
00 EonullO, and nd1cnvi.ng a UHO nf.tOl~ July 1 , 18 ,.. . Off! -
Bocauso of tho rlVern Cruz" nn< tho ":ro. Clonl • tovana , J it 

1n or.n1blo that th.1. lotte-" an f.'ro:l the '-fa of: tho Co odornto 
00.1 1 alter nuStod StOV()llS. P 1 p. tili cou.l<l 1) ootnbl1Gllod if' 
70 . illOr. to,," a1don 0 of. 1 -.-:to . stovens. ~ 0 ono on tho back 
npp".flrs to ' )6 . P .C.S . " ~ 

D .1g. ('rOnOl~fll stovcmn 
prioI' to tho 

thor iI probu 10 that ? s tavona flont t _0 

, 



r.> 
'" . 

t th AI I "'C'"7 ;e o or .:LS")I oU;}" nov r A 8 c: or ot hut 
it 1 00 it is. 

lilt 13 at I have ( .. volopGc11 

OrI tion nnd 

. hllnks vo-r.y auch ~ or tl 0 
.I vc only :.nc n cOOnco :-'0 fnl' to 

118- ".(m1oo1pp1. 
1 ~. nppenrn to 

bo vary i tOl"Oot inS. 1.0)"0 1 tOl". 

~1th () nr n -

" 
•• --'Jfunnkn for t 0 photo chock - SOl 0 photo. 1111 b Bont in 

noxt r 
• 
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Mr. L. IJ . Shenf101d, 
350 Fifth vo. , 

Ue . Yorl: 1 , .Y. 

Dcm ~ Larry: 

n-ell 4 , 1950. 

c .. yourn 0.1' the 28th, 1101'0 are tho throe .. ro.ekso 1, U • 
COVal's . They '0 out of Sam' s lot n(l lnnar.luch. .fi5 I do ot think 
they 1-mvo any particular lone value , I It taking tho liberty of 
pl~O. ontlnl) thea to you'with arlls co: pl nts . They rl.'lY have 30 0 
referenco v 1u0 to you. I th.1.nk that tho April nnd. ay US08 11' t 
indlcnto th.a.t tho· Jackson P. O. d1scourugocl tho uso of U. S. nt po 
art ~ ort Sumter. 

lso enclosed is your. c 'I Orleans .TUllO 13, 1062 covor. 
T11' nt p r i dlff.eront fran tj'o indigo fltrlko 011 Jul ~~ 1862. :r 
'IO'\lld 11 .. e to :"',e tho COVOl~ in uhe rocent Co tnlon nle . · 

E,ox cov r "Illego.l ~" - Yen, ! kno; ' 01:' t e 
It 1n n stunpod envelope lIld Saron,2:tl to Ju.y !Iortz. Hero 
have devoloped '£1'0 80 e 7orl: that I havo don. on tho F 
• eeclhrun) : 

othol' coval' -
is t I 

cov r (j~-

The .0 0 t left and indicatos th t it or1einnt d o.t Vora 
Cruz , ms fro n TtlID .... S • Gon ' l dtevans fl and was bl"lO 19ht into ·0\"1 01.'1 nna 
0.8 n n'oh1p letter" anel for-. Hrood to r 0 1 Yorlt flO such with 6¢ due on 
dolivery . This rate of srt d1d not apply prior to July 1 , 1£363 .. but 
1t cbtd on nnd n.f.tel' thlt dnte . (Pl"1or to t.Tuly 1 , 186, it aG - re
gul nr po tnee (3~O plus 2¢ sh1p ree or 5~.. !.'~;er July 1 , 1863 - it 
wao (ioublo tho regular postngo (2.x ¢) ) • 

Th'1l ... "l if thin cover is 8enuine , I assumo the rato of ·'0hip 
6 " 1s also eonuine , nnel indicating a use nfter July 1 , . 18'-3 . -

BocG.u:e of tho flVern Cruz" find ;ho U rs. Ganl St vens , tI it 
is ~ons1ble th It this lotter °o.n fro the 'i£o of the Confedol"a.to 
Gan 1 , altor Husted steven . Perhnp thin could bo ost bl1shed if 
wo know the Mai den n e of ! ra e ftovenlh The mono ra on tho back 
nPl) ... ar p to be E. F . C • • • It 

Brig. Gen(n~nr Stovens "jas C'lief' nginear in TAO 0 , S 1 , and 
prior to tho Iftl" ho had boon 1h tho if'odernl Artrl'Y nnd t tim ad at 10\1 
Orl eans cud Gnlveaton. .te-.' tho clOSt~ of. t , \[l):' Gon ' l stovenn ob-
tained o. pl oy-rmnt nu C i Jf -~nginoor on tho ... oxic n Rnil my betweon 
Vern Cruz nnd loxico City lit h h a<1q\Ul.rtern at Vorn C~uz . Thus e 
hnv e fl V rn Gl?\t? con 1act on. 1 mg11sh Oon!)finy ian buil<1ine; the 
railroad and (ur1ng th~ ' .:i'~1! 11io.n l'ovolut 011, Gon t 1 tevens rannincd 
in sold control p..nd prosorvod the prop rty thru that d1fficult poriod. 
Gen t l Stovens died at V "l'n Crt1.? in 18G'7. 

It 300 rn the l' imProbablo th~l.t i/.I'A . teveno sent this 

, 
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• L . L . Shenfiold, m'ch 4 , 1 50 , 

1 tter fro V n C lZ pl'j.or to tl C) cl0. 0 of the Clv1.l 'n 0 the 0 
could 11n vo boon - if Genuino .. in Dec bel' 1005 Ot" DOCG ,or 18 - pro-

as rot ul!vG in Doce be!' 18 '"I . If 
not' Civil fir covor -
t to. J)t ad 'U 0 of 3~ 10n'7 tor 

ho fol107inB 15 n doscription of tho Jny tortz covor: 

A U. ~. v,! 1853 stO!lpod envelopo pont k d ftC .TOn KY" -
onth and day not legible - no yeaI' indicated. Addrossod to osors 

Carroll lIay' Co t<m OrlOfU1.0 La. In black, hnndsta pad "DUE 3" nd 
alao IIILIIEGM.I STA !p" - Snr.lO size s on tho Stevens cover . U 

I do not lmo' lhother thi ~)S! 1857 cover . o;ood or not 'but 
it sOo s probable thnt it is . 

/hen I :first ex -in d it I had foreotten ll)out the ortz ' 
COV01" , n photograph of \1hich I had in lfW £1103 . InnoI'luch .0 the ox 
cover ca. fro. tho l%eodhao collection I "as nnturn~_lY' very u picions 
of. it , in fact , co. siderod it so othing that Joeeihr: h d had ado . 
The Hertz cover cloes not ahem a.ny y aX' dn -.;e of ,UfW . nnd 11' leodhnm 
had the 3;' lB57 cover II fixed" up ho could have rL'"tod the Hertz cov r , 
flO '011 nR. others i;hnt have not co to 15.Eht . 

fhut is your aaction to ;hnt I have devolopocl? 

! BRVO Jol1.'1 0.11 of too novo ini'oI'& tion nd quested hin 
to trout it conf'i ent1al . I bEt e not ditlcnsaod the cover Y1ith cBride . 

en Finney- n.nted to plJ.!'cheoo the cover last tall but ! ndvi~ed 11.1.1 
not to do 00 unt11'io coul<i g et oro !nfol'lr.:.fttion on it . I h.vo kept 
hi ndv1ned regarding tho pr08rco:J !:lO.(O. 

Thnnl:s ,to17 f,nlch for tha copy nbout tho Trnns - r s iE fJippl . 
I hI_we only had n cnance HO far to Glnnce thrn th13 Imt it npponrs to 
be vory intero'ting. J.OY'C 1 -tor. 

I1th.1"OBR1"C s -

Cordinlly youra • 

P. 8.--'IDlnnks for tho p oto chock - So. 0 J 01"0 photo. 111 be sont in 
next r· cl ys . 

s . 

, 



It I' • L. lie Shenfield, 
% Dohorty, Clifford & Shonfield, 

350 Fifth Avo., 
HOl; York 1, N.Y. 

DonI' Lnrry: 

Peb. 9, 1950. 

Ho - YOtu"s of ,the 7th, and a tu 0 of a Chnrlaaton, S . C. 
P . H. P. from Tudor Hall, Va. T.he answor to your query is "~." 
Tudor Hall was not par itted to recognizo the use of the Cl1Riilos
ton atrul'lp but tho Churloston office should hnve disrogarded a 
"due" nlnrkine. Offhand I do not knoVl if Charleston 113 ovor 
500 nl10s from Tudor Hall. Could it be possible that tho dis
tance is Ip.ss than 500 la.iles and the lottor was a 3 timos 5~ v:ith 
one rate paid by the Charleston strunP? !{o Larry, I ha.ve no record 
of your cover but I would like to 80e i-i; nnd mako a photo. 

R8gnrdil1[) tho Fox COVo:i? wlh't t h e "Il1e§al Stamp" mark
ing. Do yon t ink that tho COVQr is Bonnine? If the lTIf.l1"king is 
genuine do you 1 ot t nink that it is strnneo that only 'cwo covers 
Ilre k '1 OYln f'lith this Ulll'kinS? I t h ink . tho cover o!"igin: ted at Vera 
Cruz but did not (50 tl1ru tho rtoxicnn P.O. - carried by Ship, to 
Hew Orloans - postMarkod on "'ace by that of fico and rated 'Ship 6" -
thon by U. S. :t~nil to HOVI York. One in the Ne 1 Orlcnn3 P.O. it 
had to go by a U. S. Hail aoute - by how ann. then? Hero is 0. 
point to bear in nind ... Thero is no pj">oof that the use wns durlne 
tho War . And furthor , tho rate "6" nho\vs that the} uso was after 
July 1, 1863. 

I haven t t had a c}mnco to _, ake prints of that recent 
"Mn:tls Suspended" covor but I ill send you a prlnt later. 

I 0l'1 I'ctwning herowith the lfltt8r from Dietz and your 
roply . I do hope that he can .find the photostat. 

Would you like to have photos of the P ox cov(;,p "Illogal 

nest \71sh08 -

Yours .~tc., 

, 



I now have the illegal stamp cover from John Fox. 
No, I never saE this marking before and I never sa~ a cover 
from New Orelans even with the old stamps not recognized 
marking. It is difficult for me to read its cover since I 
do not know the tovm cancel on the stamp . Obviously it ar
rived by ship from Vera Cruz through New Orleans to New York 
City. From tile look of the New Orleans cancel on reverse, I 
would say it is very late in the war although I notice ti1at 
the Ne Orleans cancel on the reverse contains the word "Free" 
at the bottom. The inscription at lower left looks as though 
the letter was car~ied out of the mail by an individual to 
New York City - could that have been? 
v 

Best regards, 

0~ 



( 

1 arch 4, 1950~ ' 

( ~r. L.L.Shenf101d, 
:150 Flith Avo ., 

l!e York 1, t.y. 

Re - yours of the 28th, b )'0 nre tho three Juck:lOn, Miss . 
covers. 'rhey 111"6 Ollt of Sam's lot r.nd ina~Illuch U'3 I do not think 
they h['\,,1') an~- pnrticular mOLey n:tuc,]. fu."l t<tking the liberty or 
present1ns thom to you' \"; ith Sru>l' s ccrnplL~nt8. Tl::.ey may have so 16 
rcfOl~once val\'o to ~rou . ! think that tho Apr:lJ. and Uay t:.ses !'lie.ht 
1n(ac~tp, t}w.t thE::' .Jackson P.O. d.i~c()1.u~>1.3e(:' t .. _c l(;() of • S . stu, ps 
after' ort SV. .. :tC'l~. 

A 180 ol.t.cloood is yon=- l~e v Orlcnns Juno 1:-5, 1862 COyel". 
Thin .'tamper is difToront from the indi~o Btrlke o:ll Jul 24 1862. I 
would l1J:e t () 000 the c.o'U"or in the .:'ecent Costales snle." 

.Epx coyer "Illop,;n.1 .JtP..Mptl - Yas, I know' of the other covor .. 
It 1.5 a rtn:UDoct envelope ana bclmiJll to Jay Hertz. liero is ..... hat I 
bnVI3 devo1opc<l f:oor.l 30~1 0 '-'fOrk that I lrtvo done on tho Fox cover (Ex ... 
NeedJ:arl) : 

T: .... o !mno at ~_eft ond ~.nclir:tlt()S that i';; originH oed [l.t Vore.. 
Cruz, wn.n f:?om fJ. ;tJL[rs. Gen t l Stevons H and. ns bro'lGht :into jew Orleans 
as a "ship lotter" find fo-r:;n ~:,do<1. {~O ;C;l York a.s such \iith 6¢ due Oll 

deli VOr,T. _ ,is rl,to of: G¢ did ~oli f'ppl;i pi'io:;." to .Tuly 1, 1863 - but 
it dld on ['.n('2 after thn~~ dnta. (Priol' to ~T1.J.ly 1, 1803 it -an - re
gu1o.j' rost£l.G~ (3~) p11:.c 2st ship '1'06 O~, 5;{ - After .1'uly 1. J.06;) - it 
V/fI.S (::'onble "',;ho rCGular' pootrt8'] (~) x 3~t) ). 

ThuB if this cover t eenuine, I asstUllo tj,1.e rate of Irt)h'tj? 
6 " 1s al'~o €,;enninc. and indicating f\ u<'e after July I, 1863. 

Dccnuno of' the I!VCl"CI. Crt:z" c.nd the "M:pt',. G nl stevens, II it 
1s Vosslble that tl'.is lotto v"a CO fro: tl1(> ~!iff:'l of ~':'l1e Confederate 
Gen 1 Valte:'> TIusted Stevel1:3. Perhans t.~i~ cO'L1.1.(i be ostabl inheG. if 
flO knew the ma.idon i\ru ',t;; of' !.I1'3 . f'.tovens ill The ",ono[):t:'a.l1 on the back 
appoaTs to be E.F.C.S." 

TIX'lg. General ntove:r.s nw lihi"'f l'~ngincGr in Loe f s ,.\rrr;y, and 
prior to tho "/n.r he hr'Ld boon in tho Federal Al>rlY Hj1d stRtio~lCd nt .ow 
Orloans . and Gnlvest::>n. Aft~l' t!J.O <..:lo:-;c 0<' t~c \:a:e ton t l stevens ob
tained employment ns (; lief Enginoer on t .... e l!cxican Hail-;ay bet7.l cl'L 
Vera Cruz and Mcx1.co City 'i:ith hcadquuI'ter'" t Vera C:cuz. Thus ~;t; 
have a Vera Cruz connection. An :E.'nSlish COjil.}!any was building th~ 
railroad and durine the "1!a.x.3 •• 11io.n r~volut lon, Gon' 1 Stevens rem.ained 
in Bold control and pi.~eserved the prop~rty thru that d:!..ffj cult puriod. 
Gon'l stevens diad at Vern Cruz in 1867. 

It seO';lS rl.lther blprobab1e thnt; ·Irs . Stevens sent this 

, 



[ 

I . 

i . 

1 r . L . L. Shenfiold.. aroh 4 . 1950 

letter from Vel'a Cruz iJT'ioj.'\ to the clo' e of the Civil ~ ar - 90 tho uso 
conld hnvo boen - i f Genuine - in Decomber 1865 or Dee'enber 1866 - pro
bably n ot in 10(;7 us 'i.;he General wns not nlive In Decembor 867 . If 
Lr:J annlys is is cOl'rect" then t h is is not a Civil .0.1'" cover -
"OLD ST,U1P3 TOT RECOGlUZ.c.D. " but an < tte'l1pted usc of n 3¢' 1857 after 
the • 

The folIa ing is a description of tho Jay Hertz cover: 

AU. S. 3¢ ],053 s tamped envelope pos t ilal'ked "CA T01 !ri" -
month I-lllcl day not legible - no yem" indicated. Addressed to Hessrs 
CnIToll Hay &. Co Now Orleans La. In black, l1a.ndsta peel 'DUE 3" and 
o.lS0 "ILLEGAL S~t'l~ .i' '' - S£l..!.10 size as on the stevens cover." 

I do not mo' 'U ,ot ler this 3¢ 185"( cover is sood or not but 
it ['cems probnble tlv',t it is. 

" en I first exru lnec';. it I had fo .... r;otten about the ~f(lrtz 
covor, a pl10toeraph of' y;hich I hll.d. in my files. Inasmuch tU! the Rox 
cover car~ fro! he Needb.EU:.'!. coll$ction J. vas natu.rally very sURpicious 
of it. in fact, conqii!.el'ed it so~ething that UeedhnIll J1ad had mado. 
The Hert'7 CQVOj." does :'lot sho\,' any year date or. uco. and if !ieedham 
hG.d tho 0it 1057 covel' it f1x0d" up h~ co111('\ hnve f:1.xe<'l. the Hertz cover, 
as \' ell aA 0theJ~s that llttve not come to 1:1.gh1i • 

• _1~'.t is "'Jo IT' J.'>Mlction to uhut I l1ftve developed? 

I gnvc Jol:1n a}J. of the 2i.;ove :i.nforl,'_ tiL)l1 and l'oquested him 
to trent i '", co~:fid.e:1t 1n1 . I h£>."o not eli : CIH1!Jcd the covn.l." with MacBride . 
b'ben F:tn:1o:1' 'r anted to JJ'nrchnf'c tho COVQ!' :_ut. t i 'all bllt I ao.yised 11im 
not to do so u.n.t:tl '0 c '1(1 go;.; r.lorc i:1forrmtion OY1 it. 1 hf~ve kept 
him r.-J'!vined rccnrcU.nf) the I J'oGT'cnn nade. 

'!:Yl'l·...,'{2. VPryj l'U.1Ch f Oj;' t he copy n.bout, the 1'l"1.ns-Hins iss:t.t.l)i. 
I hn.vo cnly r.aclt cnpr'.co gO fer to E.~ lf1nce t,.~ru t'us b'l tt it nppcnrs to 
be v"r:'Y i!1toref1t tng. BorG 1::- ter. 

\,rith regurdo -

Co~d~ally yours, 

P .3. --fhanks for the photo check .. So" C l'lOre photos will be sent in 
next fe';' dctys. 

s. 

, 



FINNEY ' WOLCOTT ' AND ' ASSOCIATES - ARCHITECTS 
10 WEST 25TH STREET - BALTIMORE 18. MARYLAND B ELMONT 1845 

E B EN O. FINNEY A· I-A 

JOHN WINT H ROP WO LCOTT ... ·I · A 

Mr. stanley Ashbrook, 
33 North Ft. Thomas Ave., 
Fort Thomas, Kentucky. 

Dear Stanley Ashbrook:-

EUGENE R . SMiEALLIE ... ·A·I·A .. , 

December 11th, 1949. 

Once again I am going to impose on you to the extent 
of getting you to draw on your amazing fund of philatelic 
knowledge and experience. 

I am enclosing two covers. The first is merely an early 
copy of the 5¢ H&L green on a folded letter. However, it is 
the finest copy of that stamp which I have ever seen, and I 
just want you to tell me whether you have ever seen any better. 
Also, as you will note, it is a very early date, and as far as 
my limited knowledge of the subject will go, I would call it 
the true olive green shade. If you ever have the chance to 
pick up a block or piece of this stamp in unused condition, 
and as fine as this oopy, please get it for me. 

The second cover is one that appeared in the last Harmer 
sale, at which I purchased the SOUTHN LETTER UNPAID,- about 
which I reoeived your opinion, and for which I thank you again. 
This cover,- called "REPEAL STAMP" in the sales oatalog, was 
acquired by John Fox. He spoke to me about it when he was here 
in Baltimore for Perry Fuller's Peters sale. 

I am not going to give you any of my reactions or opinions 
regarding this cover, as that would be unnecessary. What I want 
is ~LI reaction and opinion. Frankly, I have never heard of a 
REP STAMP marking, and you do not list anything like that in 
your two l ¢ '51-'57 volumes. You do take up the OLD STAMPS NOT 
RECOGNIZED and the SOUTmr LETTER UNPAID, with all of the various 
methods of their use. I am sure that if this other marking had 
been known to you at the time you would have treated it also. 
On this cover please do not miss the following facts:-

1). There is no year date given, and the enclosed letter is 
not available. 

2). The post mark on the stamp,-(probably New Orleans),
shows Dec. 28th, and you can see the La. for Louisianna 
at the bottom. This is obviously a different marking ' 
from the one on the reverse. 

3). The post mark on the reverse shows plainly New Orleans, 
Dec. 28th, with FREE at the bottom. It is obviously a 
different cancelrer-from the one on the front. 

4). The dates as indicated by the cancellation and also by 
the pen notation on the front lead us to believe that 
the letter was mailed,- or certainly was written,- in 
Vera Cruz, Mexico, by Mrs. Gen'l. Stevens, (whose mono
gram appears on the flap), on Dec. 15th. The letter was 
received in New Orleans on Dec. 28th, and was delivered 



Mr. stanley Ashbrook, (2) • Dec. 11th, 1949. 

i 

5) • 

6) • 

7) • 

in New York on Jan. 16th. (From the stamp used, we 
can probably assume that this was in the years 1860-
1861, or 1861-1862. We do not know.). 
Do not miss the SHIP 6. This could have applied be
tween Vera Cruz and New Orleans, or, more probably, 
between New Orleans and New York. 
The note "Politeness of Col. George H. Sweet" very 
probably means that the letter was taken by this 
officer and put in the mail at New Orleans. I can't 
see how it would be applicable in any other way. 
And that brings us to the REPEAL STAMP. In the first 
place, is it REPEAL STAMP? The word STAMP seems to 
be unimpeachable, but the word REPEAL seems to be 
almost anything the longer you look at it. It could 
be sTEAM withOUt a great deal of imagination. Anyway, 
the term REPEAL STAMP sounds kind of silly to me. Do 
you know of any such term, or anything like it ? 

All of which seems to sum up to the following, as far as I 
am concerned. If this cover was dated in the years 1861-1862, 
and if this marnng is reall~ REPEAL STAMP, - having to do with 
·the aemonetization of this 3 '57 issue,- why then it is a very 
unusual item,- possibly unique,- and hence very desirable. 
I might have added above that if all of the foregoing really is 
true, I should think that there would have been a DUE Z somewnere 
on the cover. However, possibly this Col. Sweet found out in 
New Orleans that they were gOing to disallow this stamp, and poss
ibly he paid the SHIP 6, which allowed the Post Master to affix . 
the cancellation on the reverse, i.e., ~{ ORLEANS, DEC.28 FREE. 

And then still further,- New Orleans was still in Southern 
hands until May 1862. There is no evidence of Confederate postal 
rates on this cover, unless the SHIP 6 would take care of that. 

Finally, what I want you to tell me is this: Is this a re
markable cover and worth having, or is it just some~eak which 
has the ear-marks of one of the rare demonetization letters, but 
never-the-less is just run-of-the-mill stuff? If anyone can tell 
me about it, certainly you are the one. 

Enclosed is postage money. and I expect a consultation bill 
on this if it runs you into time and trouble. , 

Incidentally, John Fox believes 100% in this cover. Hepaid 
over $100. for it, and is asking $135. 

Best Regards for the Christmas season, and I would appreciate 
an answer sometime soon, as I have to tell Fox either yes or no. 

~d, tr.~~~\ Sincerely, ~~ L ~ V 

two covers enclosed. 



Dec . 15, 1949. 

nr . E"oen D. Finnoy, 
10 'o't 25th St ., 

BRIt!! Ol"e 18, Ld . 

Dear Pote; 

Yours of tho 11th received \7ith the tvlO covors Which 
I am returning horowith. I doubt if I ·can add nnythi..~ to your 
re arks on tho 5¢ 1861. Tho stnnp 1s indeed an lI enrl y bird, ' a 
very fino shru.:'p print and no doubt ono of the earliest of 
press ions, also the stone was not ovor-inked. I note thnt Dr. 
Peters' memo Atatod "posSibly olivo greon" - li7011, its an olive 
groen all right but tho " onrlies" do como n bit orb olive thEUl 
this exunplo. Thi may account for the "possibly." 

UO\l for t~10 3~l 1857 C(lVC~('. ':'Ilrst - this oame from the 
Needham collection (so I understand) and thnt in itself, is bad. 
I don't suppose any big collection that has come on the rourkat in 
the past 35 yenY'., cont'ined I'o ftlked ma.terial . SUPPor's 7e try 
nnd analYse what evidence thore ls. T 0 notation Gives reo t d 
"16 UanyTf and "Vern Cruz" "15 Dec . 11 I also note rtnrs . Gen'l stevens" 
und this may refer to the wife of: Gen'l Vt'tl.lt er lIusted Stovens -
a Brig. General in Loe's Arl'a:y. In fact , his chief en inoar. IJe 
d10d at· Vorn Cruz, l1ex1co in 1067 and prior to the "lnr he had boon 
stationed at l1m7 Orloans and Gnlvonton. '1'hus we have n Vera Cruz 
connoct ion. 

RGgaT'd~"1g the S~11p . 6. SU.pPO!'lO iO go on ~he theo~ that 
tho oover is 60. uino m.d thii't'lt or1g1nnted 1n tho Confederacy, 
wus srausgled thru to Vorn Cl'"U~ o,n( f;ont ovor to I e J 01.")1 ans in 

, Doc 1862. There is no evidonce thnt it \70.9 plt ced in the lloxican 
mail, honee it could hnve been sent ovm' to Jew ('j~leans by a privr..te 
ship - and doposited 1n th~ nor; Orloans post office .. As such it 
Vlould have been rated as n Ship I1 ttcr. But "'/hat abou.t the rate 
duo nt ... ~ew York? Prior to the Ilot of' Feb . g7« 1861, the .ship rates 
had beon: ' .. .. 

(1) Addressod to port of entry - 6~ 
(2) To be convoyed beyond port of entry, reeulur postage 

pluB 2r! or 3¢ regular plus 2~ --5¢ . 

The net aboye changed t is to -

(l) Addros(Jed to port of entry .... 5¢ 
(2) Doyond POl"t of entry - regular postage plus 2!t -- 5~. 

ThuB tho Ship 6 did not apply to a po riod pil lor to the above n~t , nor 

, 
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. . d lt apply to a uso in Dec. 1862. 

Let us consider a use us late as Dec. 1863. Tho act of 
arch 3, 1863 provided - payment ' of 2¢ for each lett~r conveyed in 
.ny vossel, not ~mployed in carrylne the I"lail from one place to 

.lnother in the u. S., tt or from any foreign port to ant port within 
tho u.S., and depositod In the post office at the por ot arrival." 

"Such fotters, 11' for dolivery within the Unitod states, shall be 
rated with double rates of postaRe, v/hich shall cover the fee paid 
to tho vossof. II If' Vie fieure that tho use .. ms Dec. 1863 then the 
Shl¥ 6 vlOuld apply. Perhaps the wif'e of Gon' 1 stevens wos res iding 
in CXQS and sont this letter via Vera Cruz to Now Orleans - there 
to be forwarded to neVI York. New Orleans would have ratod it as 
Ship 6 with 6~ due on (lolivery in Now York. 

I novel' snw any such a, mnrk:ine as the one on stamp am 
covor that is stated to road "REPEAL 8TAHP. 1f nor have I ever noted 
a neVI liJrlenns p.n. Wit.l If FREE" at tile bottom. 

NO'1 supposo G figure thnt tho covor is n. fake - After the 
surrendon of Lee's Arny, Gen'l Walter Hustod Stevens obtnlned em
ployment as chiof engineer on the Hoxicnn Ra.ilway bot lOon Vera Druz 
and J' exico City and at tho time of' his denth - Hov. 12, 1867, ViaS its 
suporintendent and constructing ongineer. An En£;lish co .. pnny wns 
building this road and durinc the Haxir1llian revolution, Gen'l stevens 
remained in ' solo control and prosorvod tho property thru thnt diffi
cult periOd. 

Perhnps this lotter \I'n.S actually wpitten nftOl'" the war, say 
in 1866 or 1867, whon Gen'l and J J:'S. Stov(ms woro livinG at Vera. 

• Cruz - perhaps sho did \$ C an old 3f{ l85fZ alld it vms not rocosnized 
at New Orleans and tho lettor rated as 'l1..'I1pE1.in vrith 6~ due. Has the 
3yt stamp usen on this cover? Assu:::tne that the Hevi Orlem1s postmark 
on tho face is gGnuine - nnd I do not doubt that it is - the outer 
r1n8 of this arking on tho stn ¥ 1nc1icntes it wns handstnmped - not 
painted - note the inden'€a1Hon 0 tho rillg on the inside of' the en
velope. 

.. 

Ro - tho "Politeness of etc. ", G;lis appears to be in tho 
SOl c ink (?) as tho adch .... oBS·, but in a nifferent handwriting. One 
vlOnders if rrn. Stevens wl"ote the address Wld Gen'l Stevens this 
"Politeness etc.?" Pel"haps "Col. Geo. H. Sweet" wns Captain of the' 
ship between Vera Cruz and new Orleans. 

I am afraid that the abovG is about as far as I can go, and 
becauso the evidenco is so moaser and the source of the cover so bad, 
I v/ould not pay 0135.00 for it without a cortfi'lcato of' authontication. 
If you foel like you want this cover may I sug'jost that you inform 
John Fox thlt you would like to havo it, provided it is Cjonuine and 
thfl t in ordor to pl"otect yourself you think you should lwve a Phila
telic li'onn(lat1on cort1f'1cnte. Plca~ c do not ·ive h im any of tho 
irifornatlon con~n:triod in this lotter, and if :rou y;ill glve me per
nlssion I \'Iould like to .V1"ite hi. and tell hi th.'l t you sent tho cov or 
to me and it was rn.y advice thnt you should hnve a P.F. certificate. 
I lOuld liko to ask ,Tohn wIlY ho thinks tho covor is e cnuino - especially 
in view of tho f'nct thnt no such rllnrkin# us "Ropenl Stnm~" is known. 
I \lOuld llk0 to ask h:1.111 to explain the Ship ~ii ... '6ocauno if he ,bellw6s 

, 



, l.r . Eben D. Finnoy, Doc. 15, 1949. 

lat tho covor 1s gonuino he sho'l1.1d be able to explainVihy it is 
,enuine. I Vlould also like to ask h1m .,hy he thinks th"'iit"""'the 3t 

Jtnup originated on the cover. 

In conclus :ton I raisht nlso I!lontion thnt the New Orleans 
is like tho type used ufter the Vlar. 

Th1s 1s Thursday flO I lU'1 sendl11B this nil" specinl re
lstored so that it wl11 poach :,rou ,'ith ns little dolay as possiblo. 

Plonso ndvise 1 0 as soon as possible reGarding permission 
to write John. lIo is quite a Bood friend of nine and I nm sure has 
a bit of rospect for an opinion by !'lO , honce no blrullO if I discuss 
this covor with h im. 

\lith Dost Wishes and tho Compll onts of the Soason _ 

Cordially yours. 

, 



F INNEY ' WOLCOTT' AND' ASSOCIATES - ARCHITECTS 
10 WEST 25TH STREET - BALTIMORE 18. MARYLAND 

EBE N D. FI NNEY A-I · A 

JO H N WINTH R OP WOLCOTT A-I-A 

BELMONT 1845 

EUGENE R . SMEALLIE A-A-I-A .. , 

December 17th, 1949. 

Mr. Stanley Ashbrook, 
33 North Ft. Thomas Ave., 
Fort Thomas, Kentucky. 

Dear Stanley Ashbrook:-

Thanks very much for your speedy diagnosis on the 
REPEAL STAMP cover. Frankly, I did not like the looks 
of this cover from the first. 

I told John Fox at the time that I sent the cover 
on to you that I was gOing to get your opinion on it. 
I raised several questions about it to him, and said 
that I was not qualified to answer any of these, and that 
I would not even consider acquiring it unless you could 
see your way toward giving it a "clean bill of health". 
I did not know at the time that it had also come from the 
Needham stuff. 

For that reason John Fox will know that you have 
given an opinion on this cover. I will not, however, 
tell him what you said about it, but will let you do 
that when you contact him. John is also a very good 
friend of mine, and I would not hesitate to talk things 
over very frankly with him. I have always found him to 
be honest and reliable, and also a very nice, helpful 
fellow. 

You took the attitude in your diagnosis that this 
cover originated in Texas, and was taken from there into 
Mexico. I am not arguing against that theory, but I believe 
that the cover could have originated in Mexico, before the 
Civil War, and was taken by courtesy of the officer desig
nated on the front of the cover to New Orleans. There it 
was placed in the mails in the normal way, and went by ship 
to New York. I believe that the FREE post mark from New 
Orleans, and also the entire REPEAL STAMP, were added to 
this cover much later. You yourself say that you have never 
heard of either of these markings. Neither has anyone else. 
I do not believe that the Philatelic Foundation would ever 
give a certificate to anything so controversial, and for that 
reason I wouldn't care to have such ,a questionable item in 
my collection. Of course, there is always the possibilitz 
that the whole thing is genuine, but in the absence of anything 
else even faintly resembling it, it would never be classed in 
the category of really desirable items. 

Best wishes to 
and Happy New Year. 

, 



1.1" • TI:ben D. Finney, 
#10 want 25tl st . , 

Bal t:i. ~lOl~O ).8, i~d . 

Doar P0t·: 

Dec. 19 lt 1949. 

~i1'st let t e 'Ii nnk yo''.. nom; sine rely for 
the "lvonderi'tl.l Hnrylnncl h.t1l1" which n.l~l"'i vod 1n fino 
shape SUV01"ill days ugo ,md tho 'I;} 00 of us hn.vH b Gn 
f'eantiriG on ~Lt OVal' f3 inca . stan ~jr . .ovos han bett;cx' 
thrm tu:pkey fil.d I boL .. ovc :: do also, so \iB certn5.nly 
f i.'O enj OyiH it . It; h UJ H \7o~!dnrrul flnvo:p find HO nre 
eu tt :1ng th(~ slicos vory thin. 1r' . Ghbi. .... ook f3fjJ.dora 
eats nny pop}c but nl () -b.o.. hud her '"'h ro of thin <lol .. ght-
1"\:1.1 hn.ln. 

How for yours of t!':.o 17th. I llHV~ just vlrlttcn 
3 0bn Fo. abouc t:lO '(Repol'.l!! COV.1" nne I nsl:t'1d i ... i..YJ1 if he 
didn ' t think it "tJ.:1 n l~di.,1.er bad policy to naIl n cover 
ouch as tJ;is tUlleBs he coul( give some pml1tive nSfinrR..'1.CO 
that it las e(3j .U:lllG a!"'£1 ':as nctually il n. cln.ns tha.t en
t i t l ed it to fH .. ll for a. :eeasonably hieh p1"ico . 

RGgnrcline 7'/ (lagnosis oj"" t], covor_ I "ms 
t r ying to conaldcJ:.' oV;J.·y £tnele Oj~ it . In othm~ worda, I 
t ried to oxplore en,?h possibility and .ry t1:wO:t'Y that :tt 
mi ght hn.V(i or'iGinatod in TOXHS wan reaLly Ju~i; a nere 
possibility. You stat<~ that YOl: 1.(\, J. ;vo t:h,~t it . .tght 
ha"!Te origi.nRtecl J.n r~exico l)cf'or'e tl c Civil t: l' bt t Pete I 
d on ' t think: this is possible , hecn:tlso of tho amlip 6" 
rat 1..."1.g . If the cO·Il~1.' h:1I1 o:r .. :1.eln~ to.d in Vf,l'H Crrm :for ex ... 
ample . and Lad it bOHn u<i.<ir fJsod to Ho; O:.~l ,uns, tho "3hip 
6" would hf. \[6 t~ppl:tedJ out the 10 .,tf':;> ',.<18 ad~lrO:1:=;od ~o n. 
poi nt boyond new Oi~J cpn3, co!:.ooq1.lOntly, 6~ uue at new YOl'k 
vlOuld not ilHve nprliec. If tbe cover 1. e;em!ine and. ~.r 
t he "3hip 6" is (50nU1't'l6 , then I run ntl"ongly of th0 OpiU1.0.1 
that in all pronnbiJ.:Lt., thu n,~tu.r'l u~~o W<l[' Hrto~ tho clooo 
of the Inr. 

I '7ish that:, au could p.J:'suAdo .Tohn Lo r ond of.;hj.s 
to the Philatelil~ ronndntion. I \ioulcl 13.1':1:: to _. inc1. out 
i f th(,ro i s uuy stm1enc known to tho l£XP~l"t C01-ry.:ru.t·ce:- .f'l1O 
coul<.i g i ve SOMe dcfinlte inf'o~""...nat:1on :regardine; the cover . 

ilohing you anci youro u Very r errry X! ns _ ! nm 

Cordially OU·-'S , 

, 



Dec . 19, 1949. 

ir . Jopn • • Fox , 
116 HUBsau st . , 

Hew YOl'k 7, 11 . Y. 

Denr Jo1111: 

Thanlm v(n~y [".nch for' YoU,j." '{indncHls in 
senc'ting riO t.he bOa\lt:t;'" ),1 book ,,~nd also f.01' t:"10 
fil1cr3 for t.h<3 hAndy 1L;-1;10 .10!:tl1y dinry. Both 
of theso re I O!'lt \If)lcone nnd I .!nnt you to know 
that I deeply fippl~cciata your l:incinons ru d thought 
of mo n t tl1is t jJno of tho y(}n:~· . 

OUr' .lturd fr"iond PG'C'" :,'inney, ~n._t .. 0 

t he 3¢ 18:;7 covel" kn,'t gnvc r .. e pAl'lf,1ss~.on to wi.1ita 
yon J:eeurding it . I eave hl! 'l'lt infor.latlon that 
I had on thi:-, COV"T, both pro nd con, and did not 
advise ilL to purchano it or' to tru"'n it 'lown. Peto 
v.rote ..• 0 that you 'I-oro very pos itlve that the covor 
~s genuine and that you eon~idered :~.t in thG laa '" 
of Old J \;, .1pS Not aecogr.ized. It has been stuted 
that the n traight - line l.nl'kL1'1g ponds fl.~ fol1om;: 

To b,e quite frank, I c~on 1 t knovi whathor it reacls thnt 
way or not . I nOV(~I' saw nnything 11kI') t 1'J i.RPking 
bofore nnd f\u't 1 Jr , the tern SOlUl(is silly to n:~ . In 
otll(n~ j():::,rt~1, 'Illy SjlJll1d it 1)0 callod !l. "Hapeal Stamp?tt 
Ii.' the 3~ In5? vms no loneor' GOod fOi" posi;nBe, its 
use Vias ~urely nO'i:; l"o,i)ealiag arr.rth1ne thnt I kno .. of. 
I \,lOndoj:> ii' you. ha vo 01, or h ,"U'a of another '13 G of this 
r:19.rking _ 1).'11e pOt!tnnrk on the fReo nPI)(Hu's to bo l!ew 
Orlormc und the one on tho 1)u~k nppcnr:l to h\17 J "Fmill.1I 
Ona noro 1 .po:'tar:.t poi; t in that thl;!_"e . S Hbsolu.tely 
no oVidenco of year Uf,e . IT f ll:i,ns a covm" r .. ,:wh un 
thi s nt r.. procty stiff' p:-:>iee , don't you t l ink thut it 
VlO lIn be safor t o giVH the bu~{or :1O"':e convincinG evidence 
thnt tho c over if' peri'octly O. K. and in c.ctuo.lly tS 
r e pr e s ented? Por exmnple , h -,e you. iUY idea as to v;1'10ro 
tho cover orieinntod? Cn.."1 you oxplain tho anuscl'lpt 

, e 



#2 . Hr . JOM A. ro:."Y- , Dec. 19, 1949. 

marking "Ship 6"1 At the left end is a notation incicating 
thn t the cover was fr01 a HI's . Gen' 1 stevens p..nd that it 
was fro Vera Cruz. I bolieve that I could give you SO!"Ie 
very valuable infonnnt ion on 0.11 tho above y'llestions but I 
judge that you already have tho answers . Ono nore point -
Suppose for example that t l is cover -inS actually usod 1n 
Dec . 1865 or Doc. 1866, -,lould you still consider that this 
VIas a val mblc cove~? Do you thi?lk thnt tho ntte ... p-:;od USG 

suy in 1866 Vlould lllruce the coval' valuable? I ask those 
questions for tho simple l'\cnson that! ha',e so e circullst'mt1al 
ov1~ence that the cover might have been used in l80G . nay I 
suegest that you seo ii' you can loeate the addrossee in the 
1865 or 1866 directory, or tho firm tho lettel~ 'Was addroG:Jod 
in ctl:re of. Ho doubt you apo ~:mre of the fnct thu.t the 
rating of Ship 6 would have quite fI. bourillg in detoI'L1:tn1ng tho 
period of use. ,Tol)n r don't ./ant yon th think I iUi! n bOt 
presumptions in discussinc thin cover in tho! an i ler bovc . I 
know full well that V01t \1O-..lld be the la~t oorson in tho \lorld 
to sell a COV<1r nt n" stiff p:"1ice to a good· '11icnt unIos:' it 
WUB exactly as roprosented. 

above. 
\7hon Y011 get A. little tine \i1:i.~i to G I'Ggarc.l.inC tho 

Wl.th best; \;ishes tor a very .im"ry kilHS and a Happy 
and Prosperoun Hew Yeur, I nIll 

Gordia:Lly YO'Lt"!'s , 

, 



STAMPS 

COVERS 

ACCESSORIES 

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook 
33 N. Ft. Thomas Ave. 
Ft. Thomas, Kentucky 

Dear Stan: 

o N A. o ,... 
116 NASSAU STREET 

NEW YORK 7. N. Y. 

BEEKMAN 3-5443 

December 30, 1949 

Thank you for your letter of recent date. The cover 
postmarked as I thought "REPEAL STAMP" was purchased by me in 
the Harmer Rooke sale of recent date. Upon close examination I 
have made a very interesting discovery. I now believe that this 
mark is not "REPEAL STAr~p" but "ILLEGAL STAMP". I am sending 
the cover to you for further check and your opinion. 

With kind personal regards, 

Sincerely, 

JAF:ff 

RETAIL 

WHOLESALE 

AUCTIONS 



11:> . .Tohn A. l'ox, 
116 UnnsHu St., 

He: York 7, l! . Y. 

Denr John: 

Jan. 7, 1950 

, 11e1'0\71 .,}1 tho 61-' 185'-' cover. EaG£l.rdlen3 as to "hot her 
tho ~1.L. r11lrk ins i8 ~enu1ne Qr not I agree with you tlmt it was 
surely l.l~~J.e to read 'IIJLEGAL S'I'Af1P . T· It is too bad that there is 
no year· lV' e on the cover. 

I r:on ' t 'know v'hetr:Gl' t' .:1. :o,,·!.' 1 B '1"ood or bad, and I 
doubt if 2..~~.yo •• c cotl.LC!. cfJrtj~iy aIlO \'/8y or t ho otllO:('. But suppose 
"i6 e:tv<'> tl"'c CQv(-)r the benefit of c. (1 onbt .nd see if 'de ccn recon-

• struc t a h" 0 t:'lt t .l~.eht 1':..1.. 

'_~he me. (> t J.61.'·;; ana j..nc~ ~J).t .~{ trHt it originated at 
V~l~H arm: , 'U1S f:L~'i!l a 'r ~l~r . Cen t:. ~\tevens " ft!l.d '.':n.n bl'ought lnto 
. au O~"'J. eann RoC (I T!~~lil) 2.J"" 1;{;€1,,1' -'me. i'f')r.n .. ra ea to 11~w York as such 
"fitI' G,~ (l ..... c on 1r,).5.7< ;'y. 'i'i 1s r'~t., 01' o)! (H.d not npply 
pl"im' to ~r .. 1' 1, 1-363 - ht'.t it. (~:Lt~ on unci al'tel' that dc-to . 
(1)'''''io''' "'C) J ,'.,. 1 1 (.H " .~ "J'" '"0''' • (1--' J"'" t"l"- ("', ),' ) plu" ,-; ,: . _ ai It (. ."'.'- .. __ , rf \0, •.• 1..1 'lIe.... ... • .1 <..1.. .. J .... ', .. J~.lL.otj (,.~.. ~, ~" 

SniP-feB or 5 ,' - Af'ter' ~'Hl~'" J., :. to - t ;Jf1:' noucle tho :!.vgular 
po~ta ~c (~ x:'),!}. ) 

HEh;:l'l: DC 01 t ( "Ve:;."o. r,:;"'l,]2H .mil. t'18 1'1":;. (If.t111 St evens, II 
it is ponsibln t hr.t tr ls Jette:.. ... \if1.n f:r ~,! 1'10 tH' of tl10 C:oni'ede;;."'
ate non 'l lalto' !:l1.G'O ...,tG'V(·~.:':: .. r i.~hf'.'''~ +-}l~,-~ nnJ.c-l '!:In (.atllbl~ .. :lhC1d 
if 1i:e ImG\,l the ru1iden :UU:l of' ,-j;":l , 0t. (, v,~lln . T .1C l'wIlOgl'a1h on the 
back appoa.r s to be 

E.l~.C_:.:G~. ____________ ---------------------------------~ 
~ rrl not call up tl ... o l:e\; Ya:."k P lbl:J.(; Li or.l .. Y lU~d f nd ont if thoso 
ru: e the in1'~i .1s of L >c. C: lt~_ '7nlt(~:L' lIunted o...lt avenfl.'? 

,.--, - ~re ... ~ V\~ - -- --------------

"Brie. G·elv,r 1/,' _. ' <.: :.C'f .~j, C:J.n8Ci:' i1 lJ:;o's Ar.1;f , nnd )I'tor 
to -the \ Ell' 10 ;w d bOG. .' .• '~l"o Fndo.['ol -., : 1l.'1{ rt :l'l.; i,O ed nt Now Orleans 
and Galveston. After tl.C clof'o ()f tho t'tar G:Jn'l "tovens btn.ineu. 
emplo:rr.rent as Chief .ng1ne tHO on t' ('l J~ej::. c;m .n ~.l 'ry HJtn:Hm V Ll'R 
Cruz and cxico Cit-;.. lit: .heudqua.:otern at V "'lr!'. Cruz " Thu,s .0 havo 
a Vera Cruz cOllnoction. An I1t51ish C oupany 3::' p'til l liP '5 t.~le r a ilroad 

nd during the unximili n revolntio. , Gen'2. Stevollr' Y'o1'1ained in sale 
control and preserved the prop rt.y thl~u thnt clif:!~icu.}.t pc-D'iad. 
Gen'l Stevens died at Vera Cruz in IDG~. 

It seel".8 rather l.mpl~obnble that 1 7'8. st avens Bent this ( 



.. 
#2. l'lr •• TOM A. Fox, Jr.n. 7, 1950 

.10 tor from Vern cruz prior to the close of. thH Civil \lar - co tho 
usa could hllve been - if genuino ... in December J.865 or December 1B66 -
probably not in 1867 as tho Gonol"nl 'lew not a.livo in December 1867 . I 
If 'y analysis is corroct, then this is not n Civil War cover -
"OLD STA~~PS !WT lECOGJIZED, " but un atto.'npted nse of c. 3f/ 1857 after 
the ,0.1". 

I s:-un se. d:L"'lg ., r. Ji~ben Finney ll. copy of this letter , as he 
mi[5 .. 1t w1.sh to reconsido:;:' pU.I'chas1ne; tho co,,< r no'" that you flore ablo to 
de(;ipho:.c' ·t~ .. at stl'ai 's'\'~ -11n9 n rK1ng. 

nh'\.c(~ ":'itl:1C tN} n..JO'V(; I nade vn"y thOl""OUeh oonrch of lrw 

files n:l<t l'ollnd that I havo ;.1. ~"'e(;ord of: thin fltT'aic:11·t-1L."'\o r.1£:t:~klnc 
flIIJL~GJT ... USETI r i:cfoL' to nove:!.' ·.oanoc",- tUl;O by DJ'. A ... T. Hertz. 
No donbt yo l. aroo •. nll:ll:'..f.Y· rn.Li1 . _ t .:, .Lt", B L110 : ertz co'v(,l'" that en
a.blAd yen to tlecil)h'l' tlo IIr:tt.V811B ,.(n:qr" but::..f no li here is a 

e 10 0'" t' n" 1"~. - i\" .u. 6~~ J 8f:Z, f>tt~.npcd "'!lWG __ Ope postniJ.l.rked 
"CAli'1'C~1 !:'1:1' -. ~,onth lU'd l~nJ ~'0t 10 .j~bJ e - 110 -y' "-I' .1:1dicntcd. \ddror..sed 
to I~(~S3r[ Cr L .L~(\1:i. 1.s.~r Eo Co !H~:\'l ')r'lJi"... JJ. . In. Llac~-( , hall( stHP1pod 
I DU,!.,; 5" ; J\cl ' L.o "ILl 'G:J:' f:~lAI'1- O-::-s-~s:L"-1} '1. on ~~hG "tovcns co~-er . 

Copy to 
E. B. PIl!lTJEY 



l\~r . Boon D. ....inney, 
10 ;ont 25t~ St., 

Balt~.uo!'e ].,1; l~d. 

San. 6, 1950 

~john :"VA r~~tl.lrned bile ~,,~ 1857 covor> to 
me and ::.~cq\lvsJ.; ott :..e to t"·,l<~ uno ;he'" J.oo1:: at it. 
John SUG1~Gstod. tb' t ~wngt()H<1 o-:=: -;hat ul"'king l'oHd1ng 
:IR1~PEtu~ S'.r:AlIi"· ·thf t it (wtual1y ... 7U' r~o"'nt to road, 
II If ... L ~GAJJ Slf ,\1,' I'll • POe(lr(D-~l; s of ,"tho or \"Thcm thin 
lRS U )oliod (~le..,s cner(j 5.5 ~lO [loubt tlmt ;il:ls is 
. h d~ t 1 .... ,,,,:':r"" "1_ I 't .. e wor J.llg I t.. :IaS :..n uell(~Ot1. .L non ' t~ !,.' .la\", \;' 1y 
I wns so dU11l0 HoG to OV'01'lo.ok tho ford :tlleea1. I 
don't know whetlwr thif' oOVt)!' 1..., GO!111:U'le and I don tt 
believe that anybody c.)ulc1 (~Cl ... tj.rJ' that it is a .. ren 
if n siInilar usc fl'Olll neVI Orl.3u118 wus discovered. 
It sce:r..s rathcl .... odd tim t if rio :flnndt'tCil'llj) such as this 
waf;3 used at n 1l1.re~ pont of:lcc m_~ch l.S !!e",: Orlonns 
that only ei.1 eOVOT \1 'j, •• < ~ .) l:·~o·:;n. I~l H' d.it5.on, the 
fact tl1'l" l:c ('U""!(; ,.J.Y'() •. tl~c lIe ~cl:larl col) ectlt)I\ is bad.. 

Un vI' tbo c lrcl.l.mr t ~ "'.COG :tt !.lie It be }A')f.H~ible 
tha.t; you r;.igr.l.t /(l It to cnr.ngc yvul~ mind tl!ll~ aCf1uil'C 
the cov r f1.1 o .... J·oru, s () ;r) ... ('~ ... T ['. b'rn __ t I wilJ. re
que I' t· him to e:LVH you :ri!1<~t ~a11 on it. 

\i i'ch be. t 'N isho!1 -

, 



STAMPS 

COVERS 

ACC ESSOR) ES 

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook 
33 N. Ft. Thomas Ave. 
Ft. Thomas, Kentucky 

Dear Stan: 

N A. 
116 NASSAU STREET 

NEW YORK 7 . N . Y. 

BEEKMAN 3-5443 

x 

.., 

January 10, 1950 

I am enclosing both covers for you to check, the one 
marked "Illegal Stampll which I sold to Dr. A. J. Hertz some 
time ago and the Stevens cover. Is it not possible that this 
illegal stamp marking was in use in New Orleans. The Carroll 
Hey cover is addressed to New Orleans and the marking could 
have been placed on the envelope upon receipt. Would appreciate 
having your opinion regarding these. 

I wish to thank you for the appointment to the Publicity 
Committee of the Confederate Stamp Alliance and assure you that 
I will do my best to help Colonel Finney. 

With kind personal regards, 

Sincerely, 

JAF:ff JOHN A. FOX 



Jan . 13, 1950. 

Jr . JOJ1i1 • Fox , 
116 Nasnau S i • • J 

He\! lo!'k 7 , . • y . 

Dear Jolm: 

nero~iiLh th& t,:o COl C :;O!J G:-' pm:- YOll.l'f:l of the. loth. 
Th0 answer in reply to yonr qUOl'" i A l.h~!.B - YaH , thin ndL tamp 
conJ.t1 hnve b, ,II. f.I'i)liod at :e .. · Or}.A,R .rl provided the t rkine 1s 
genuine. 

It 1s IJ!3 ur:nG!"'tRllC ill{; that the stavt)ns cover Cl 0 
from. tho Uoeilllru, col1Hctton and I rJ v H suspicion that tho 
entire Cf:ll.e fr01! tl.o Sf.llEl sourco . It doer! Sfh-:'..m rnthcT' odd th'l. t 
thG only 0\10 l<:nown cov rn v:1th t 11n Y nrklnr, (to me) co.me{ ~) froP.J. 
lfoedhma. 

COdoido.:." th.) ent1:"'o . 'I""'lin cnv,lo.....-, 'tlas not demonttizccl 
until J:Ug\.\3t l GGl };,l'l at t:~ . ~. tll¥!e t; 1e J~\i Orlecl..ns Port Offico 'lAs 
i n COnl'edel"u'Co lID ('113 - (Tu:.1 " 1 , 18·'1 . ~ay 1, 180~~.) . Tl u thin 
use was nft r I: Y 1 , lc ')2 . Th, quost 1.0:1. n"'l.sen - :'len 'IU~ this 
cov(;r u sed, ,ld i10 T (L(\ 1:t got; "thru thfl 1 nca" i'ro.l \ aster 
Kentucky to 1 C\ C~l()unu nft,0!, IIay 1 , lB621 Well tho ru13 mr could 
be vi a l~o\1 York fl.nd oea to ~1 . o. 

I don ' t rocall at "lhat pGl' 5.od tho firm of .... uchnnan 
CtU'l"oll & Co . VI s chct.n8Cd to Carroll Ray & Co. cut thn t data ... i ght 
havo so as beru.'ing on tho f1ntir .; . 

John, it would })e nice if "m cou l d loca.te othel~ covers 
with this "J:lleen1 Stanpll nnrlci!'.g. I sur~ • ould 11ke to see 
any that you coulcl " u'Ill. up. 

ith beat wishes -

Cordi 11 r yours , 



STAMPS 

COVERS 

ACCESSORIES 

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook 
33 N. Ft. Thomas Ave. 
Ft. Thomas, Ky. 

Dear Stan: 

o N • 
116 NASSAU STREET 

NEW YORK 7. N. Y. 

BEEKMAN 3 - 5443 

January 16, 1950 

Thank you for your letter of January 13th. I appreciate 
your interest in the two covers with the markings "ILLEGAL STAMP". 

As to your statement regarding the Stevens cover, you are 
correct. It did come from the Needham collection. However, the 
other cover absolutely did not come from the Needham collection. 
I do not know who gave you that information but they are definitely 
in error. In view of this and knowing that it is definitely from 
a different source I believe there is a great possibility that they 
are genuine. 

I will definitely contact you should I strike any others 
of a similar nature. Again many thanks for your kindness. 

Viith kind personal regards, 

Sincerely, 

JAF:ff 

RETAIL 

WHOLESALE 

AUCTIONS 



... . 

Jan. 19, 1950. 

J~r •• Tohn A. Fox, 
116 Nassnu St., 

new York 7, N.Y. 

'Dear John: 

no - yours of tho 16th. I think that we should mnke 
~u1te an offort to ostablish whethor or not thnt rlA.rking, 
'ILLEGAL STAHP" is ecmtino or not. It does soeM. stranee that 
if this ViaS used at l;cw 0:;'"110(\.n8 P. O. ~ that only tHO covors 
boaring it are known. I ntn:;;e only I'two" bocnu3o it nO(3T'lS to be 
unknown to Conf"edel'nte colloctorl3. Shonfield never j1(lard of it 
and the only one thnt r'Ifl.cBride has eve:" seon v;as your ~;tovens 
cover. Of COU1'80, its oxtrer,lG sCHrc1ty could be avcounted for 
by tho fact tha t the Hew Orleal!s p .O. uas i..."1. Coru'cdcrate hands 
fl'om Juno 1, J.861 until May 1, 1862. 1 advised Larry Sheni.'ield 
to contact you with a requost to sec tne cov(}r. If you have no 
objoction I will insert a notico in the C.S.A. 3uJ.1etin request
ing any O·,,'P"f}J"' of a cover lith t his. 't:ekine; to SV.b111t sa.me to mo. 
Let I'H) lmov:. 

I ... 1aven t t a doubt that Perry 1s more than correct 
abou t l~oedhrun. In fnct ~ tay Guess is that Perry :t::3 aware of only 
a sunll part of the fnke stuff th'l.t cnme out of Heedham's hands. 
For many yefir's I thou.ght Perry waB just plain nuts and t:hnt nIl 
his chnrges :lBui.i'1st Henry we.~J l3 p5.pa-drcflms. No: I know better. 
I knm'l Her.ry jeedhm1 quite \7el1 and vms ontortained in his h omo 
on numerous occnsions. I even dif'cussed tho Pcrlr.r stuff with :rim 
bt"\t ho assured mc thnt Porr-! was a :!:en'Gnl case and that he didn't 
want to add to Perry's t::-·oublas b-.f rcfuti118 h:1:3 cllapges. 

ConSider the Tier·tz COVe}.? A f.ru'Ol~ cO"ttlcl make EP1.r.h nn 
i tem Hith th~ eroatent 01' ens a - no y e n:" Uf'O - just tho NOli Orloans 
address. If t 10 ha!ldstamp vIm Lprlied fi t 1~e7: O1'lo,-.:1s one 'Iondors 
why the of fice of oJ'igin :.-'ocot;nizod the obsolat0 ''3!''"ti1"'e. Hell , 
I suppose n faker cOl.11d laugh thnt off with the explanation - s~:lElll 
county P.O., eta . 

Yes Jolm, I t hink we should soe if' lie can't die up sene 
more evidence on the. e tile> covers. I run ~ till quite okept~.cnl. 

With best wishes ~ 





ERWIN AGNEW FIERO 

140 VALLEY ROAD 

ARDMORE. PENNA. 



11> . ?in A. P1ero , 
140 Valloy J oad, 

Aj."IdnoI'e, Pa. 

Dear ~r . Pi '1"0: 

Pcrhnp.9 I was mistu1con but it mo lay: 1m," 
press :Lon t: [t tho block had not been of J."'m,-- d, hut 
r lIlif; today info!'.:ad th8.t it \l[lS offcl'ed to a 
nuobor of peoplo Et t Lho recent ·h:tlnteJ.i(; Cone;l"l~Ds 
n d it Un .... i..'1t1T'1~~tod that; it coulc4 bo }lad for 
'1;1,200.00. 

The above Cil. 8 to thn cur-s of' rny pX'ospectlvo 
buyer DO I called the whole thing 0;;::'£ nnd ~_nfol'med 
him that 1 vms retul~ning the block to you and 11' ha 
wishod he ~ould take il, u.p dil"3Ct "lith .. -0'11. 

I lUa.(ll~ u '9hotoLraph f: the block and sine;le 
and I will send yOll R. pr-in G 1 a.t 01'. 

lieretilth I Ull r'otU:MinC; otl. 

~no los t.:d ... lore ... ;ith 
5/ 105? - Typo I .. '~ed RJ'?own - bloc}: of U pltt sinGle. 

? • --Sine! \;riting the u'~o'J'e I mn il. :~'1C(i~_pt 
of your telocrrun. 

, 







Dec. 15, 1949. 

lr . E. A. Piero .. 
140 Valley Hoad. 

Ardr.1ore, Pn. 

Dear Mr . Picro: 

I am in receipt o£ yours ot the ~2th and 
I rulVO an 1dea thnt one or your denler friends down 
in Philadelphia run the block down to snch an extent 
that the sale ViaS killed. NatuI'al~y when I saw tho 
block I realized that lnllch ~as desirod in tho way or 
condition but roe;nrdless of' thin fact the block is 
indeod n rarity llnd as far £tS I am nvm.re its s~ze 1s 
unique. \'ihen it canes to unique itoms one cannot be 
over-paI·ticular as to condition. The famolls B:r.itiah 
Guiana 1s nothing beautiful to look at but e'TOry t:i.MO 
it cha.nges hands iii SOOrlS to solI at a higher fieure. 
If one wants tc colJ.Gct cond:i.tion alone they shouldn't 
collect 19th Century hut should specia.J:ize in 20th. 

For yom" O\m :tnfornJation, .. lIi prospect "ma not 
Mr. Uev! JUry as Mr . Nfw/lnLr:>y has boon 1:.1 tor over l\ yoo:? 
and (~onf1nd to his :;'''00. ror the past olSht to ten 
onths, dUl~ing \1~11ch time he han not Givon any Rttan

t ion to p}1iJ.utoly. It ~:ms vory ombnr:"U3Ginc; \then rry 
rriend inforl'led ne that the block Imd boon offOl'ed to 
him subje,ct t08ulo ~tt :)l,~~OO. He did not dlsclono 
who wa:J ofi'erll'lG 1t a'l; Columbus but -Cold nfl that I could 
get tho InfornlCl.t ion fl'om Anthony RUBBO if r dosired . 
InasI!luch us I told you. thnt I ,'ould only offer t ho block 
to o,!".a p(J1~son - h!3.c. no ch o:1.co but ·to return it to you. 
I huvc little d01..1.bt but 7hnt y on lxct' '7ho is to blame 
in Philadelphia but of COUI'SO that 1n gIl e;uess-\1ork on 
my part. 

I sincerely thank you .ror giving Dl3 tho 
correct story uno. nruat it will be different th next time. 

With the Complinollts of tho Season, I Bll. 

Sincer'e 1y yours, 



PHILIP H . WARD . JR . 

1616 WALNUT STREET 

PHILADELPHIA 3 

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook 
33 N. Ft. Thomas Avenue 
Fort Thomas, Ky. 

Dear Stan: 

December 9, 1949 

I am very glad to have your note regarding 
the 5¢ 1857 red brown block and am surprised the infor
mat.ion got down as far as Cincinnati. The block, unfor
tunately, is not as in nice condition as one would like. 
It is a block of eight with an extra stamo to the right 
of the upper right corner of the block and none of the 
stamps have gum. The left vertical pair is cut into 
and right in the middle of the three right stamps is 
a big spot, possibly a time stain which I do not be
lieve can be removed without injuring the stamps. If 
it belonged to me I would remove the left pair and the 
right pair of three, leaving a very nice ungummed block 
of four. 

The owner wants $1,750 which would be all 
right if it could be broken into two nice blocks but 
from my way of figuring there is only one block and it 
is certainly not worth what he is asking. Something 
could be salvaged out of the other five stamps but two 
are badly off center and two of the other three have 
stains. 

Thanks greatly for your postal which is appre
ciated. Continue to keep me posted on Philadelphia and 
New York affairs for honestly it is the truth something 
can happen in New York and I hear about it from you be
fore I do direct--for instance, Souren's death. With 
kind personal regards, 

Si~ 

PHILlf H. WARD, JR. 
pm~ ,JR:nnw 
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J, G FLECKENSTEIN . VICE P RES IN CHARGE OF SALES 
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PHone 125 

CRYSTAL 

CRYSTAL PETROLEUm PRODUCTS 

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook, 
31 N. Ft Thomas Ave. 
Ft Thomas, Ky. 

Dear Stan: 

Is the enclosed cover OK? 

CARson CITV,rrlICHIGAn 

419 Union Street, 
Ionia, Michigan. 
December 21, 1949. 

I discussed it at some length with Harold Stark at his office in Detroit 
Monday, and since he had no reference material at hand, he was somewhat 
handicapped in forming a definite opinion and suggested I send the cover 
to you, Stan, and said he would appreciate it if you would send him copy 
of your reply on this cover, as he thought it was an interesting cover. 
Harold did not like the looks of the cover for the following reasons that 
I noted: 

(a) 

(b) 
(c) 

( d) 

Never saw the particular black grid used in conjunction with the red 
N.Y. marking, and does'nt look like a genuine N.Y. grid canc. 
Long time in transit - Feb 19 - Nar 5 - 14 days. 
If went on a French boat, would have French marking with SAME date 
as the N.Y. canc - viz - FEB 19, and this is lacking. Stark says 
that from memory, he is of the opinion that no French packet boats 
operated out of New York in 1861 - thinks the earliest was around 
1865 but you can check this. If the cover went by American packet 
direct to Havre, the marking in the red N.Y. postmark should be a 
"6" instead of a "24". 
Cover is endorsed by sender "Stm Canada." If it went direct from 
New York to Havre, on what boat did it go? The registry of this 
Steamer Canada might be the key to the genuineness of faking of this 
cover. If the SteRmer Canada was a British boat, the cover would 
not carry the red hexagon shaped French postmark reading "Havre 

lI.:.a.rs 5 61" but would have instead the more common marking "Brit Calais" 
with date etc, indicating it went via England and across the ChAnnel. 

I have studied carefully pages 321-346 of your Vol. II on these French 
rates, but am as puzzled as ever over this cover. Stark says it is either 
a most unusual and desirable cover, or an outright fake, and he is inclined 
to the latter opinion, but when I ask him "why" he is not sure why. It 
just looks fishy, he says. 

If genuine and OK, Stan, please endorse same on the back of the co~r 
for me. If not OK, tell me why, and send Harold copy of your letter. 
Am enclosing five to cover postage etc. 

Regards! 
Lo!- 471 
~<tS 

, 

/J&V 8 'i~ 
JGF/k eckenste in. -
Enc:REG: <ll!5.oo 

ALL AGREEMENTS ARE CONTINGE~ UPON STRIKES, ACCIDENTS. ABIUTY TO OBTAIN CRUDE AT POSTED PRICE. OR OTH CAUSES BEYOND OUR CONTROL. QUOTATIONS ARE FOR IMMEDIATE ACCEPT. 
ANCE AND SUBJECT TO PRIOR SALE OR CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE. THE PURCHASER AGREES To PAY AMOU T OF A Y FEDERAL. STATE OR LOCAL TAX. FEE OR CHARGE ON THE PRICE OF OR ON 
THE MERCHANDISE COVERED HEREBY. TO BE ADDED TO THE INVOICE PRICES OUOTED UPON PRESENT FREJG RAT ,ANY INCREASE THEREIN IS TO BE BORNE B Y PURCHASER. 



Doc . 25, 1949. 

r . J . G. Fleckenste i n , 
419 Union st ., 

Ionin, ich. 

Penr .Tuck: 

ne - the 30p 1860 c over as per yours of tho 21~t and w}lic h 
I lU'l retur'ning h~re' Jltll . Thl~ covel' \1aS Lot #,471 in the Laurence 
(nd ~)tryker s~ 10 of nov . 8 . 1946. I cnnn.ot lay hn...I.(10 on that c t -
10 <l nt prenent so I don 1t knoVi '/hat it sold for . Ho lOver , I have 
a phot 0 of it 1n r.ry 1'1los ,nd I run f'r:ndmc II .I. old A. print , just to 
rGfl'es.l hir- l!lcnory , and c. copy o£ this lottor . I. t the tmo of the 
s£1lo I ~vidently did no t question tj- is covor bec UCla I fail to find 
any .omo to th t effoct . 

Here [.1"0 sOt.:e po ts: (1) Tho lettor' Y-'lent PI' ,pn~-d and of 
(;Our3 it could. avo been a stu .. Vleos becauso Pl~Op yraont by stn lpS 
Vias not required on fm'olcn nail at 't.ha.t per iou. (2) 1 ow York d i d 
'Use n l'ingles::f Grid s1."~ch i ~ th::s on foreign nail 1n 11:360 and 1861. 
It !Ins eenerally npplioc1 ill rod tnt occl.l.sionally in black. No doubt 
I arold hnn ox pJ.es :tll both red and black. I havo trac1nB~ :'illicit I 
laid ov(;r the tl--l1m 011 your cover and tl ey lJ[.4tch. (3) The Pre h 
marking is not a lIPrench p. ckotn but I }·rench Receiving t J1 vre . 
It l"'onds , "Et Unis ~-orv . ·"Rr. - 5 .nrs {)1 - avr'o" - translated cant , 
t:Fro.'1 tho Un:5:Eed Strte by British nlCket to Havre . U • 

The "Cnn lda" ';'it:} U Drit1.sh Paelmt of the Cun .rd Li nc . Tho 
rate VirtS surely 50t and tho credit IlCRl1t tllHt we retained 2 x 3¢ whic h 
waG c orrect . !n other Vlords , we (~reditad 2 .,1. to the Jo'rench, and thoy 
in turn kept of! and 18¢ 'ant to the nr~tish. It took 15 to 1-1 dAys 
in IBoO-1861 for n Atl abie crossing. 

It 1.3 just har-ely po~sibl0 that 1~hia ieht h love boen pre -
J) 1d st ... mples3 r.over and th tao. Done ut1;QGhcd n ~)oi IS ,0 '11th n lTc i \ 
'¥Qrk f.oreign .,1..- {Srh't lmJ~ ! <loubt this surr8cstion vory uch . Fakers 
aro not qu i t'} thnt clev<n," . 'J~hoy <lon ' t· l:nml thnt threo things have 
t o mnt(;h like th y do on this cover: 

Ylith 

(1) r'r'onch RQcolv~nr; ",1 0 :inG t'fJJ<;ff r .BR" 
(2) 24,; CJ10Gi t 
(3) 30l ... te 
Ilnd (4 , JO\: YOI"~ foroi n .00'.1 El'1.d . 

After the nbove I feel c onfidant that; Harold till 
e lOOl~ . To sum up, I bcliovo th. covo!' is genuine . 

.-7 
Hith Ch1~lstl1na Groe~ine:s -

COl'd1ully yours _ 



~.- .. ~ .. ~ .. -~ 
DOBBY 

INTERESTS 

PICTORIAL PHOTOGRAPHY 

EARLY EVANSVILLE 
mSTORY 

EARLY OWO RIVER 
STEAMBOATS 

STAMP COLLECTrNC 

MEM.BER: COLLECTORS CLUB. 
S.P. A . • A. P.S .• C. P.S. 

1-" ~' .@-O .. -~ 

Dear Stan: 

NMiJ'-.-----.. ~ •. @_u .. -----.~ 

(ffenry fA. rrneyer 
MATHEMATICS DEPARTMENT· CENTRAL mGH SCHOOL 

RESIDENCE 516 READ STREET 

TELEPHONE 5-6380 

EVANS"ILLE .11. INDIANA 

~.----- .. ~ •• (il,)o1'1> .. -----.~ 

~- .. ~ .. ~ .. -~ 
PBILATELIC 

LINES 

SOUTHWESTERN iNDIANA 
POSTAL mSTORY 

CERMAN POSTAL HISTORY 

FRENCH REVOLUTIONARY 
4 NAPOLEONIC COVERS 

STEAMBOAT COVERS 

CAPE TRIANGLES 

BRAZIL· HAlVAIl 

~- .. ~ •• @-O .. -~ 

May l5" 1949 

In Laurence & Stryker'. sale of 'ay 12, 13, 14, lot 324 read. a. 
follows: nv. r . Stamplees, from New York to Albany 1816, Steam BOat in 
manus cript, also large B in red (One of the earliest markings indicating 
Steamboat Wle).n 

For your file., here i. a photograph of the cover thu. described. 
I vetiUed the da.te; 1816 18 right . That reall}' do •• make it a ver~' 
early stes.mboat letter. The word. "Steartl Boat" are probably a directive 
mark applied by the lender, indioating hi. intention to mail it at the 
wharf , not at the post office. Right? But the big! 11 a new one to me. 
rtll be horribly DUty for the next three week. , but wanted to get this 
off right away. 

Your. lincerely, 



J~ . Henry A. eyer, 
516 Read st ., 

Evansville 11 , Ind. 

Dear Henry: 

• .ny 23 , 1949. 

I expe c t you are quite busy with tho end of the 
school torr but perhaps you can give this a moment t s 
thought . 

He - the cover of which you sent me a photo . 
i;'irst - regardless of the "Steumboat tl

. \7hat made you think 
thut this passed thru the U. S • . Jail? If it did not then 
it is not a philatelic itere. It bears no postmark and I 
know of no 7¢ rate in April 1016. The ~raduated rates in 
tpnt lYlrt iculaI' onth ;1Gi.~ J: 

8~ 
lO~ 
12·~~ 
17¢ 
20&t 
25¢ 

/' 

fJY guess 1s toot this ,as s mply I!l~ 1vate Flessllgc 
convoyed outsido of tho en!l and if HO then tho "1311 has no 
philatelic signi1'icance. 

You~ opinion will be apv~oc1nted. 

With best wishes -

, 



~- .. n.@ •• ~ .. -~ 

DOBBY 
INTERESTS 

PICTORIAL PHOTOGRAPHY 

EARLY EVANSVILLE 
mSTORY 

EARLY omo RIVER 
STEAMBOATS 

STAMP COLLECTING 

MEMBER: COLLECfORS CLUB, 
S.P.A.,A.P.S .• C.P.S. 

I'ee,r Stan: 

~.-----.,~ .. ~ .. -----.~ 

geenJ~ fA. rrneyer 
MATHEMATICS DEPARTI\IENT·CENTRAL mGH SCHOOL .. , 

REsIDENCE 516 READ STREET 

TELEPHONE 5-6380 

EVANSVILLE .11· INDIANA 

~.----- .. <n-@ •• @>-n"-----.~ 

~- .. n.@ •• ~ .. -~ 

PD.ILATELlC 
Lm"ES 

SOUTHWESTERN ll'"DIANA 
POSTAL ffiSTORY 

CERMAN POSTAL HISTORY 

FRENCH REVOLUTIONARY 
&: NAPOLEONIC COVERS 

STEAMBOAT COVERS 

CAPE TRIANGLES 

BRAZIL • HAW All 

~- .. ...-<@"(9N.o,,-~ 

Thi~ i~ my !ir~t chance to write since r~c~ivir~ your let~er of 
M~y 23. ~y cchool year end Friday) June 3, and I ~u ueing tod~y to 
c~ear up some correspondence and to clear off a work table heaped 
high with 1~tter8 , Ind~na cover~ , etc. 

Tomorrof r mu~t get to work mounting the Hawaii collection. I 
a)n to speak to the C. 'P.S. on June 16 on B:a'1aii, and w1F.h to .how aome 
pages in the lJ3.lopt icon. Durizlg all the ytaars when I '. j a- working on 
the book, I n~ver had a chance to mount the collec+.ion. From now 
1.illtU ·J-uTll'I 15 ie not too lone; to get it aU mounted , eince UWly 
paE,ee will not work out a I want them the Urlt time. Even ItO, 
thb will oe a. "temporary" or "fil't1.idy" mount ing, something like the 
wa.y the Admiral doelS it ,t and not in ornamental !ini"hed .ty1e. :'h ,~ 
-!e.y th1ng~ "ar.a no {, I will never 9g::l.in get 0 do up a collection 
in dieplay style; it take9 more tUnl:l than r can give to it. 

Regarding the cov~r froll: the L~:..lrence !: Stryker e leI ,vith big 
lC,QJlusoript "l! I" ,0 .. at'e d aUnit. ly ri~ht when Y01,4 point out that tr.ers 
Waft no 7c r9,te in bpril of 1816. Neithdr 'V~ there a be rate} with 
5e pll.4a 2c dhip fee making 7c. Funny I did not question that . 'in 
what dlBIJ the "7ft mean? 1!e often run into eM Ell: where the receiver 
of letter. n~bered them aCCQrding to tome ~y~tem of hie own, b~t not 
80 big a§ thie "7 . " 

I am not 0 much in:.pr.eued wi'th the other point you make, that the 
COver bear~ no postmark. I wonder if I have told you that I aJI; ,vorking 
on a. coltpil~tion of all obteina.ble typ.;;tJ of the handetan.plIJ :::'!'UM, STE.4. • .mOAT, 
and T7 ~Y, the point 'being to identify the tOr.nB at \ hieh each type waa ..vied. 
I have acc~ulated a collection of several hundred ewcr coverB, ~d ~y 
obeervation i. that about half the covers bear no townltark, when the c1tZ 
of gjd.resF,I is the ~!!. the ci~y 'It which the letter may logically be 
eupposed .!2 ~ ~ the ~ and gone ~ .!!!! poet office. Apparently 
the oetal officialo considered it unimportan't to a.pply a toymu.ark when 
tue l~~ter went no farther by mail. That would cover the Ca.a of g letter 
which prel3Ul't~bly lett the bOat at Albel'll and waS ad1reued to Albeny. 
That leaves 1.4'1 Yonderinr:, only abo1.<t tns Ci1g "7. " We wi II probably never 
have a. ~ol1.ttion of ilha.t problem. 

, 

Yessrlil. H-....ber and agner,t do\m 'l.t few Orlf'lEl_n~, writing the work "The 
Great Hail}" h:.w6 developed a theory that although a. 1e J.Y fee ifa8 charge4 
in 1851-62, no 2c STEAM f~~ was charged a~ that period,t and that STEA' ,a 
an origir. mark only} not an additional 2c rate mark. Can 'lie quote thera any 
authority in PL&1t or in any prill.ted contemporary l1et of ratee to 1)rove 
them wrong? Granted that the captain of a non-contrect ooat got a· 2c STE!~~: 
fee , have we any evidence tha.t it Wai ehare;;ed ,9.lld collected? _A-a ever , 





t~r . Hit throp S . Boggs, 
~~ The Philatelic Poundation, 

22 Enst 35th St ., 
llew York 16, N. Y. 

Doar Win: 

oct. 31, 1949. 

I n returning herewith 1/2015 and #2040 as pOl" yours of 
the 26th. 

Regarding the 90i. For my files I \1ould l1k(} to have 
ore data -;;0 include on the !'trlal tal"'get cancel" - I hud quite a 

bit of corx-ospondonce with Gone Klein nnd a Iso so: e correspondence 
v/ith Clarence Brazer on this subj oct back in 1936. I have 0. memo 
th t 1. t vms also applied in blue but I "70.6 never able to verify the 
report . If' you can get any c1a~(l on the subject for 0, I '/111 
appreciate the favor . 

I do not think that expert cOl.1r.1ittees should pnss on 
such items as the enclosed 30¢' 1869 cover. t ost any thine; in the 
world could have happened to this . 

Lack of timo prevented me fron ranking a more thorough ex
amination of the dofects of tIle 90f! but I didn't t hink thnt you 
wore espocially intorcotod in ra:J :re 'ir 'n3 nlonr; thnt li 10 ns you hnvo 

-tho equipllo11t 1."1 tho Luff 1'0011 for that PUI'POS(3. 

JIave yon hoard 'r/hat dinpooA.l is to bo nnde of Sourcm 's 
"Laboratory" cquip .... ont? I hom"'d it inti nt od thRt it ,laS to be 
loft to the C.C. or the P. F , - It is a nice lot, believe ~e. 

I \7ill greatly approciate the favor if you can obtain 
those back numbers of the C. C. Philatelist . 

I hoard that Pcrl"Y tan conteuplat i ng 1'e liahing his 
1925-l9~~6, lo;t 1847 plating article with nO'l:l and .. or illustr,ntlons . 
What a ~nnd thing that would beJII It should be done and it should 
be published in book form. Hnve you a 1y I nforI1ation on t h is? 

~ith regru>da -

COJ>dlnlly yourn , 



TRUSTEES 

THE PHILATELIC FOUNDATION 
22 EAST 35TH STREET 

NEW YORK 16, N. Y. TRUSTEES 

ADMIRAL FREDERIC R. HARRIS 
MURRAY HILL 3-5667 CHAIRMAN 

THEODORE E. STEINWAY 
TREASURER WINTHROP S . BOGGS. DIRECTOR 

ROBERT L. GRAHAM, Jr. 
SECRETARY 

HUGH M. CLARK 

MRS. JOHN D. DALE October 26, 1949 

GEORGE R. M. EWING 

SOL GLASS 

MALCOLM JOHNSON 

HARRY L. LINDQUIST 

SAUL NEWBURY 

A. H. WILHELM 

r 
A 

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook 
33 N. Ft. Thomas Avenue 
Ft. Thomas, Ky. 

Dear Mr. Ashbrook: 

We enclose item #2015 which you may have seen before but 
nevertheles s I think you ought to see it and would appreciate your 
opinion on this. 

In regard to your postcard concerning the Collectors Club 
Philatelist with the Perry plates, I regret to say that there were 
only a few copies available and they were picked up immediately. I 
will, however, keep you in mind and if I should be able to locate 
one, will try and get it for you. 

L- I also enclose #2040 on which the Committee would also 
appreciate your opinion. 

wSb/l 
encls. 

With kindest regards, 

Sincerely yours, 

) 



From the desk of 07:> l.> 

MR. VAN DYK MAC BRIDE 
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Doherty, Clifford & Shenfield, Inc. 
ADVERTISING 

350 FIFTH AVENUE. Empire State Building. NEW YORK 1, N. Y. 

Dear Stan: 

December t wenty-eighth 
l 9 4 9 

Thanks for sending me the enclosed which I retLun, 
together with some notes written while I was at home ill. I 
also send some notes on a Hilton Head cover, together with 
Mac ' s analysis. He is going to write an article on it. 



Mrs. McKay 
University Va 

My dear Madam 

On Bd Prison Ship 
Off Hilton Head S C 
July 7, 1864 

On the 24th June I par'ted with your s on Capt C D MCKay 
at Ft Delaware and at his request write to say that he was 
well and tolerably comfortable at the time. I-Ie had received 
kind assistance from friends those I recollect are Mrs. Col 
Brewerton (formerly Mis s Courtney) one gentleman at Pottsv"ille 
Pa and one at Cincinnati O. He sends nothing. I regret I 
could not remain with him. Have been sent here with 49 other 
officers of the C. S. Army as hostages for the safety of 
certain Federal Offic ers held by Maj. Gel. Sam Jones in 
Charleston S.C. supposed to be in danger. My kind regaras to 
Miss Kate \Vhitehead. 

Very truly & Respectfully 
T. E. Upshaw 

Maj. 13th Va Cov. 
Prisoner of War 



HI'S. .cKa.y 
Un! sity Va 

,1 .• y clenr M~drun 

On Bd Prison Ship 
Ofr Hilton Head S C 
JulY' 7. 1864 

On the ~~ 4th June I ptlr ted "iii th your son Cnpt C D f.IcKay 
at Ft Dela.wflr-e and f .. t his request 'nrlte to say that he was 
well and tolerably comfortable at tho time. He had received 
kind assistance frOl.?l friends those I recollect are Mrs. Col 
BI'ewerton (formerly Miss Courtney) one 6entle:ma.n at Pottsville 
Po. a.nd one at Cincinna.ti O. He sends nothing . I regret I 
could not remain '/ith him. Have been sent here with 49 other 
officers of the C. S. Arrrry as hostagog for the ~ni'ety of 
oertain Federal Officerg held by Uaj • . Gel. Sam Jonos in 
Charleston 6.6. supposed to bo in dan8er. ny l{ind rC6ards to 
li. ies Kato Yn11 1,ohead . 

Very truly & Respo ctf'Ully 
T. E. Upshaw . 

Maj. 13th Va Cov. 
Prisoner of \'ar 

... 



!l~fl . cKay 
Un1voru1ty VA 

1:.y <lear Inclnm 

On Bd P~1Aon Ship 
Off Hilton nond S C 
Jul~ 7, 1864 

On tho 24th JlIDO I p~ tod Hith yom" ElOll capt C D J oKay 
at Ft Dola ;nr'c llnd fit hie requost 1rito to say thnt he l"InS 
ell and tolerably co l£ortable nt tho time . lIe had roceivod . 

kind assistance ::('ron frionds thone I recolloct are rs . Col 
Browerton (fo erly iss Cmlrtney) ona gontler~n at Pottsville 
Po. nnd one at Cincinnati O. He senda notll1ne . I reeret I 
could not remain lith h1m. five boon Bont hAl~o ~1th 49 other 
orrlcars of the C. S. Ar1'lY ns ostneof fo" the nafoty of 
certain Fodornl 01'1'1co:rs hold by Hnj . Gol . Scu'J .Tonon In 
Chnrlaoton 6 . 0 . :)upposod to bo in dlU1.sor. By l::tnd rog'l-"cls to 
Jias Kate \ 11 t ohoml. 

VOl"y truly ; Respectfully 
T. E. Upahnw 

I aj . 1 th Va Cov. 
PJ;>iao 101' 0' , Vmr 

, 



Re: Prisoner-of-War cover 
___ f_r_o_m_ Col. W.H.Forney 

On June 27, 1864 Major General Halleck, Chief of Staff 
(U.S.) ordered Major' General J .G.Foster in charge Department of 
the South at Hilton Head (Port Royal) S.C. to take a number of 
"Rebel generals and field officers" equal to those U.S. officers 
being held in Charlest on, S.C., and to treat them II in precisely 
the same manner as the enemy treats ours, that is to be placed in 
a position where they will be most exposed to the fire of the 
Rebels II " . 

On June 23, 1864, Major E. N. Strong, A.D.C. was ordered 
by the Office of the Conunisary of Prisoners to conduct to Tilajor 
General Foster at Hilton Head, S.C. certain prisoners then being 
held at Fort Delaware. They included 1l1aj or Generals Edward John
son an~ Franklin Gardner, C.S.A., three Brig. Generals, fifteen 
Colonels; thirty ]Lieut. Colonels, and one Major. ~se included 
Col. ~/. H.Forney of Alabama . 

They left Fort Delaware a few days later and were duly de
livered to Major General Foster at Hilton Hea~, S.C. It was his 
intention to place them on Union-held Morris sland in Charleston. 
Harbor under first from the Confederate batteries in Charleston. 
however, as a result of cor!espondende with General Sam Jones, C.S.A., 
commanding in Charleston, in which letters from the Union officers 
held there were recff2ved stating that they were being well treated 
and were not unnecessarily exposed to fire, an exchange of prisoners 
rank for rank was arranged on July 29, 1864, and these Confederate 
prisoners were never placed under fire. 

The actual exchange took place early in August, and the 
success of fthis manouver then induced the Confederate authorities 
to bring some 600 other Utj,ion officer prisoners of> war to Charleston 
and attempt to arrange a fUl"'ther exchange for Confederate prisoners. 
lio'll'ever, General Grant refused to permit further such exchanges, and 
on August 20th 600 more prisoner'S were sent from Fort Delav/are and 
actually put in a stockade on Morris Island. Subsequently they were 
sent to Fort Pulaski, Ga. and to Hilton Head, - the survivors to be 
finally freed at end of the Var early in 1865. 

From all this it appears that Col. Forney's lette!"' was writ
ten from Hilton Head, S.C. probably late in July, was taken by boat to 
Charle ston, S. C. 1mder Flag of Truce, and was mailed from there on 
Aug. 2, 1864, about the time his exchange had been arranged for and 
was effected. 

Dec. 15, 1949. 
V.D.]!acBride 

(Data obtained chiefly from liThe Immortal Six Hundred" by 
J. Ogden Murray, Winchester, Va., 1905). 

Re Lot #619 - Fuller-Peters Sale, Nov. 29/30/1949. 
,~ Cover belongs to L.L.Shenfield. 



Re: Prisoner-of-War cover 
from Col. W.R.Fornay 

On June 27, 1864 Hajor General llallock, Chief of Staff' 
\ U.S.) ordered HnjOl~ General J .O.Foster in chareo Dopurt!2ont of 
the South at 1I11tol1 lIond (Port Royal) S.C. to tako a-nUl'11bor of 
"Robol g(morals and .field officera ll equnl to thoso U.S. officers 
being held in Chnrleoton, S.C., nnel to tront tho:l Trin prooisely 
the snme manner as tho enemy treats ours, that is to be placed in 
0. pos ition whore they Vlill be nost exposed to the fire of the 

" Rebels fl
• 

On Juno 23, 1864, Major E. U. strong, A.D.C. was ordered 
by the Office of tho Con:nnisary of prisoners to conduct to Uajor 
General Foster at IUlton Bend, S.C. certain prisoners then being 
held. at Fort DolmlO.re. Thoy included Ma j or Gonerals Ed\"lard John
son nnd Franklin Gardner, C.S.A., threo Brig. Generals, fifteen 
Colonols, thirty JLiout. Colonels, and ono ~njor. These included 
Col. W.H.Forney of AlabaMA. 

They left Fort Delawaro a few days later Rnd \TOre duly de
livered to Hnjor Genoral Foster at Hilton Hon~, S.C. It was his 
intentinn to place them on Union-held TJrorris sla.nd in Chnrlest6n. 
Harbor under first from the Confederate batterios in Charleston. 
Howover, as a result of corrGspondentle v:ith General Sam Jones, C.S.A., 
cOIU.l!landing in Charleston, in which letters :Crom the Union officers 
held there were roc ived stat1ne thut they were being well treated 
and were not unnecessarily exposod to 1'iro, an OXCflllnee of prisoners 
rank 1'or rEmk wns arranged on .Tuly 29, l864, and these Confedornto 
prisoners vmra never placed under firo. 

Tho actual exchnneo took place enply in Aueust, and the 
success of this l1nnouvor then inducod the ConfedOl~Hte authorities 
to brine somo GOO othol~ uu.ion officor prisonor!} of· 'limr to Charloston 
and ntte,. pt to arrange 0. furthol" eXChange for Confederate prisoners. 
However, General Grunt refused to POl'. it furthel~ suoh exchp.JlgeB, and 
on August 20th 600 more prisoner'S \'lore sent -fl~OI'l Fort Delaware and 
actually put in 0. stooknde on HorriG Island. Subsequently they "ore 
sent to Fort Pulaski, Ga. and to II11ton Hend, - tho ourvivors to bo 
finnlly freed at end of the War oru.~ly in 1865. 

From 0.11 this it appears that Col. Forney's letter ms writ
ten from Hilton Head, S.C. probably lnto in July, was taken by boat to 
Charleston, S. C. under Flag of Trlce, and W~A mailed fro~ there on 
Aug. 2, 1864, about the time h is 0xchange had been arrnnged for and 
was effected. 

Doc. 15. 1949. 
V.D.lncBride 

(Data obtc.1nod chiefly from "'rhe I ·vrta.l Six. HW1dl"ed" by 
J. Ogden UU.1'ro.y, HlnchestoZ', Va •• 1905). 

Re Lot #019 - F\111er-Peters Sale. Nov. 29/30/1949. 
Covor belongs to I.,.IJeShani'ield. 
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619 Charleston, S. C. Aug. 10" and marked in 

mnls "Flag of Truce Exd. E. A. S." sent by Col. W. H. Forney to 
Mi~s Eliza Forney, Jacksonville, Ala. Why Flag of Truce or Exam
ined? Certainly neither of these places was "occupied territory". 
Figure thIS out. - PhOTO 



Elmira Prisoner's Letter handstamp, type I 35.00 
69] Johnsons Island, O. Prisoner's Letter-Examined by J. Berry, type 

I, Postmarked Sandusky, o. May 10, 1865 on 3c rose 15.00 
608 Fort Delaware, Del.-cancelled "Delaware City, Del. Jul. 27", for

warded to Charles, S . C. where the (Paid) "10" of this city was 





Doy L . MCCALL 

MONROEVILLE. ALABAMA 

Dec. 18 1949 

"r . Stanley B. Ashbrook, 
Ft. Thomas, }~y., 

Dear 1 r. .shbrook; 

~ his will acknowlE'dge receipt of your lE'tter of:'erL g 
me e letter 'ritten fror Faille , Italy by a former U. ) . 
Sel'stor alld Vice President, for which I thank you. 

I preSUIllf' this letter was written by 'iilliam R . King, whom 
was the only alabamian that would fit the above. I would like 
to have the letter, but as the e;ree..ter part of the value of 
it is in the stamps, and as I have long since given up the 
idea of collecting, stamps, I will pass it up. 

I like to study ours and the Cmnfederate postal history, and 
still try to collect sOllie Confederates, To me, the stamp 
busir..ess is a racket I and it didIl't take me 10!lg to find 
out that I couldn't buck it. 

I might add that in 1912 we rented an apartment from a irs • 
. illiaLis, this was about three ailes from Selma, Ala. rrs. 
'~fillianJs was a neice of Tilliam R. King, 8.r>d I rem€Llber sl'!e 
had e. great r!lany letters tha.t were written by l:ing. t the 
time she was very old, and has been dead for e.go ~ d many years. 
'lilliam R. King is buried at Selma. He was e native of Dallas 
County. and resided on the Alabama river, about fifteen miles 
below Selma, at KinE's Landing. Back durillg SteaLlboat days, all 
planters on the rivers of any conseqtJence had i. heir own landings. 
I have a list of lendir gs "!1 the Alabama river from Bobile to 
Wetumpka a distence of 437 miles by river, and there were 326 
boat lalldings. 

I recently ran into a few Crmfederate covers at Lower Peach Tree, 
Ala . C'ne of these is a Patriotic Cover like Tye E ... A-l, page 188 
of Dietz's hand-book with an un-listed slogan as fol ows~ 

"Run, Yank, 6r Die~" 
Unfortunately some one had tried to remove the stamp, but did 
not get it all. If you would care to see it, I will serd it 
to you. I also have e rather interesting letter writt.en in 1880 
from South Aluerica from Olle of the ex-C onfederates that left 
the South after the civil war. There were quite a !lllilJber of thelIl 
from this section that went there. 

',ishing for youSe.nd your~ a very l ~ erry Christmas, and a prosperou8 
1950, I am 

Sincerely ~ p '" 
_ ~'Y\~_ 

D. 1,. I'cCall. 



r. Doy L. cCull, 
.lo~1.r(H)vil1(j~ A1 n . 

Doc . ~:4, 1949. 

'EhanKS vory 1 uch :ro~" ymu' incol"'ost; ing 
letter of tho lOth. YHS , YO·l. U '0 quito 1"·:tght , tho 
letter is f'rom W . • R. King, and nr turRlly 1tn valuo 
is tn the . i;{ IpS . 

I was SOl')l~y to lon~n thnt you III ti oomo 
to th(~ co. eluSion that thH stru.'l,p bus~.ne:J3 .at! a 
racket. ~.J.e11n is no quast_on but \lh~ t lie have, a lot 
of (,"'oaks I n onr n1ds'c but (ml1 t t you think it Vlon ~ 
b~ str nee if it 'I/'as otherwiso'? :·ft ,1' n11, one Gun, 
if hl1 ChOObOR nssociRt~ w.:tth docent lli~d ho ... 1.0rf 'Ole 
peopl{) und, h~' va no cOJ'ltnct with the selt • 

Xos, 1 vrou-Id like to neo the Pni;rio1;ic yO'll 
m1tiuncd nn(l l~ 0 the letter ..... ro~ .. th0 SO'lth llI.:lc. r imm 

Conj:'od . V/ould you 1 ind if I 1'u )lisho(i it in 'StH.r:pa?lI 



Doy L . MCCALL 

MONROEVILLE. ALABAMA 

Jc~"., ~. 3 1910 

l'r. Ste.nley B. Ashbrook. 
Ft. Tho~as, Ky., 

Dear .Ir. Ashbrook; 

I am gle.d to pass i he the 17t'fO items along to you, i!he 
IIpun, Yank. or Die!1I cover for your il:spection, and the 
ex-Confederate Smmdierls letter for you to see. You have 
my perlllission to use this in an article you will have 
published in ItStamps", and may publish it in its entirety. 

I got the Patriotic cover from a rtlnnber of the McLauchlin 
f8!nily, and it came from Lower Peachtree. IlL the past a member 
of the f&nily collected st&IJlpS, and the several covers I say, 
had been treated pretty much the seL'le as this one. I didn't 
find out wheter or not her collection is still over there. 

I got the l~arion. 1'iss. cover several years ago at Tompinksville, 
Alabama from the old Simmons home. At the tirHe I wasn It very mucb 
interested i covers, but was still doing a little stamp collect~ 
ing, a~d was told about this old correspondence by a friend rho 
was an "J,ntiquer, II 'Ihere was en )el1l.ormous al'lount of old corres pond E 

elld at least 500 old nevis papers in this attic. When I was there 
I picked up a sTilell carton a11.d filled it full of old letters. 
~~en I got them home I looked them over, and noticed at least 
a half dozen. envelopes made of wallpaper, also I noticed I had 
brought along his diary while he wes a prisoner of war in 
WiSCOl sin and Camp DouglB.s, but there were no prisoJler of li/1tr 

covers, al'd later he vIas released through an exchange of prisonen 
Unfortmlately after I got i terested in collecting Confedertte 
covers, before I had en opportmlity to get back to this place, 
it was all destroyed. "r. Burnett, the O'M'ler, advised me at t e 
ti.me I got what I did that he was going to destroy this old 
correspondence, that his mother had been after him for 10 years 
to clean it out. There Vlere three rooms in this attic, and they 
were about 2 feet deep i old clothes and other junk, and mixed 
in were tbe old letters. 1here were some 15 to 20 larbe boxes 
and old trunks, which his boys had emptied all this stuff looki g 
for money. I ha.ve often wondered what I missed by not getting 11 
of it. I t proba.bly had a letter in it when I got it, but n~ boy 
would briJlg his friends around any tkey would read these old 
letters, and left the letters out of covers. I feel reasonebly 
sure it is a bOlla fide Confederate cover. 

I would like to have your opinion of it and the other three 
hand ste.mped paids. r he le.st three I got from a dealer L_ 
J tlante J Ga. 

Sincerely 
dO.t....~~_ D. L. HcC all • 



Tho :following 1s n copy of tho lotto:£' enclosod .~n tho envelope from 
tho Ex- Coni'od in Brn~il 

Deur Capt . 

, 

Estncno de Snnta ;,nrbara 
Dec 29th '1.< 380 

I Il~oto yon last month and ufter arda roceived your last. 
On Sunday tho 26th tho rnco c 0 off. 0\11' colt 80t tho socond place 
and second pUl~se . 1£0 :failed to \i:tn t} 0 race through the fault of 
tho rider, \lhose judge !lont 1n0 worse than ine thoue;h he had 20 yrs 
exporlenco in riding . Ly horae vms only beaten 1/2 length, he 
sto.rtod bohind the 1st h01'se in which case he shonlO. have run fo;' tho 
inside truck when onteriu6 the strn1e;ht, Which vms ray ordel" and which 
he did not do. iy colt had Moro lotto and equal speed and runs 
bctteI' up hern , (the qu.nrter. is up h111) better than tho winnor Qf 
raco - he could have tnken tho track &: oven hnd. he failod the othor 
would huvo boon dono up by tho t lG hI! entered the homo stretch. 4 
horsos run . OUr ncrub hOl'fJO & ono other wns lo.ft stnnd1n8 at tho 
Pont through villniny or mis ago, ant of tho Startors ;hile tho 2 
'uhich had no chn."1.ce run by thollaolvon . !o :Tould hnve won easily [,: WG 
l ost on clays transa.ction only C:OO. OO . I \llt. so eli Buntod thnt I sold 
nry c olt for ,(1 , 250 . 00 f s it 1: too .uch tro '.ble ; expenao "= i..1'ltor
ruptlon to othQl' bUnjJ OSR to train rnce h01'Gos. !tad 'Ie lot Rooco 
r1do .. :e \70uld hnvo 10n tho r co c' '11500. 00 & could have sold for 
... 2 , 000. 00, but let it rip, it will ako no cl1ffcronco 100 yrs hanco . 

Our ' crop is lookinG fine l)oth corn t.J cotton, no to!"r.lS e.s 
yot . \/0 will sell thif3 yonr 1"1 thor lowor thAl1 Inflt. 31. 00 PI' hundrod 
in the Doed. Say to Frank 8; ? that Dick Bryan d10d 60 milos fro 
hono , very Budc1only, 1ith un apoplectic attack, ho }1U d been in very 
bud health 1"or 12 t'lonths . Hy plow bus~..noSfJ is still good ith fair 
prospocts of being bettor though tho prico of excha.nge takos off some 
of tho pro1'1t boine J.5 per cent bolotl yO'llr cur oncy on ? blados VlO 

ke 400 p3." c~nt , ? less than 100 PI' cent, & on ? Plows, 60 pr c~nt, 
? 100 pr cont , on double nnd singlo trees only 20 PI' cent . So you seo 
? only? largo sales to do n bi£) paying bnsinoos . mlon I get on a 
good lot I shall trnvel around an drl or (,~ hopo in next 12 1: onths to 
soll C10, qOO. OO worth. 

I think slavery \'Iil1 go up in this country in fron 3 to 6 
you.re , pc)rl'laps soonor /I ns far £\.8 I am personally concomed tho aooner · 
the botter as thoso who knovl how to use thoir own hands would have 
all underhold. I foe1 SlU'e in this cas!) that I could nake 100 ? de 
Role , or :;50, 000 . 00 1n 3 years . ,e cO'llld plant 50 acres 1n cane 
by Ott!' o·m labor, hil'tO hnnds to help MEl.ke it up - this province only 

nkoo 1/ 5 of its ausnr & rtuu. nono '[ould co' 0 from abroad & conse
quently nugnr ,lOuld to to 16 to 18 cmi.ts a ·lb. & l"I,un to (-200 . 00 n 
pipe . 5 pipen can ,)0 lr€lde to tho nero . 8or'lo people think slavery 
vl1J.l not last 2 yours: if no you. and Boys could como out c.: make 
yOUl' fOl~uno very suddontly" (n'" olel Unclo Duck \lould nny) . But I 
still hankor aft.r tho old Country n. in s pito of' tho oloction of 
Gm'f101d I <lon' t think the country is .. ~et l"'Uinecl but nt ill I think 
the bontthing for you nIl in the South to do in to join the ROGues 
...: gat pnrt of the spo11o . Tho nuccesn of tho De . ocrat1c party 1s fur 
1n tho future~ but ovon should they succoed it ~;oltlcl only be a chango 
of th01vea . - \V'Ould like veI"y rruch to pny you all n visit but can 
ne i th01' sp ro tho t i nor a onoy. If I had onoy nough to buy n fino 
stallion & l / i; doz . TJl1.1'len I nho tl<l bo flU . 0 to g ive you n call but the 

"... 



- 2 -

oxpense on thes un Is would b nt lonnt ...,500. 00 a h ( to th1 
station t~ con equontly I couldn t t bu.y what I should V'tl!lt . 

I hav~ bou3ht 1 wholo . 2'0' tickets 1 tho Ypir R (?) 
lottory - CapitRl ,500,-000 . 00, 2nd ",200. 000. 00 etc . (honld I nravi 
ovon 5 Ol~ 10 thousand J: oou1(1 ate nd trip to tl states . T __ 13 . 
drn liT :1r1 to tn:o Dlnco bO mAt ., but I ruthor think lill be 
de1'orrod o.~ tho t.oY.:ctn hrwo 0.11 I) .. on bouBht on B ... )()C"l1{ tio .. & to 
1'avOl" tho... the duo.wil 7111 b, dOrOl~rocl 1 I.o the 

Jane ' s ha1r is eott1ng pj~otty ;whitc ; I ru 53. but yot a 
boy physically. I shull try to hold 0 'llt to 100 Yl"CJe Col. forris, 
fnm11y ar o ull '1011 ((. f 0 i' ours . /0 will 1 avo our crop 10.1 by in 
10 01" l~; clays but \iill huvo plenty to do , such an clean e p!l.stnre , 
repairing !'oncfl, making cott house & building nnythl! rr in shapo of 
0. ? ? can tall you 1s nn exponsiva &; sloy' bUsineas . 

I shall v/rito you nga1r. l.oxt onth. All jo:l!! rein lova 
to you R."1d yourn . Sincerely YOlO'S 

Gao G. ntho\"ls 
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M!' . ~I: . s:' . Horrill, 
1211. l.oConnell Avo •• 

portsmouth, Ohio . 

Deal: .Jl'.. norI'ill: 

MHrch 4, 1950. 

Herev/i th tho seven cover's as pel' yours 
of tho 2nd. I reftrct to stnte that f'ivn of thonG 
arc fraudulent. Tho othor t to "stmnpleps" ~re 
O.Y' ., but no doubt valuole8~. 

The stanp ':Relenn" 113 a COlllltol"feit f!lld 

so is tho Texas portm~rk. The ,.t . Louis stm'1p is 
U COlultcrfeit, also th(~ _"'~A.rkinB on ·i.~h(~ cover. Tho 
snaIl H01lOUR :lta::1p is a oountcrfeit, also tile 
Charleston postmupk. fl'ho red Cnw..-lo::, portn'J.y'k is 
3. ful::o and also tho stamp on this covor. This alAo 
ap!)11os to the red New York ' cO'vor. 

I would npPl'eciate Any ir.forr:lOtion that 
you can give rna rogHrding the source from "I:l~.ch :ro.\ 
obtained those fakes. 

Thoro is no foe for this oxamination. 



E. D. WARSHAUER 
901 HILLSIDE BLVD. 

Carrcroft, 
WILMINGTON 281. DELAWARE 
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tr . E . D. HHrshauo'l" . 
901 Hills ide BJ. vd •• 

Carrcroft, 
Wilmington, neluware . 

Denr i~. Warshau~r: 

Yours of the 28th r~coivod. 

Dec. 31. 1949. 

YO'l ara quite .... iuht khou~~ the 4¢' rate to F~'1n!1.ce via 
Ene1and but perhaps SOl.lO addlt"on~l clfttn l'oGardinG it m1eht 
add f'. littln to its interest. Ou..l' postal tl"caty with Franco 
expired an of Doc . 01, 1869. :noncn ~ rrnneononts wei"O nude -Go 
forwarn. mail to J";ne1and undol' the U.S .-British treaty aJ.ld to 
:France 1.mder the Anglo-French troaty. On Jan. 1, IB?O, tho 
new trell ty W~ th Britain went i It(> effect ~, tho rato bein£; fixed 
at 6~~ per i ounce. ~:llls wns lG'i'tlvGd at as follows: 2~ U.S. 
2¢ 131"1 tiah - 2~ sea - tr~Hnsr~1:J iOll of mail at tho expense of 
the :forward country, w:tth eacl counb."Y retaining nll postages 
collectod. Thw~ tho !l4>~ '''ate ll Wt'.8 not uctual1 ~ a l'ato to 
France but Q paynent to the British Frontier, in fact, n pflrt 
pa:yuont. 

'rhe lettor "\7as laid dov!l in England the same as if it 
had orieinated thero and v,'as not IZ' epaicl to Fronch desi..l1.ntion. 
IncidentaLLy, it 1s well to l~omembe!' that French rntes v/ere 
fixed at t oz., r1hereas tho British and U.S. lore on the ~. oz. 
basis. 

Re - Pfl.tes to Swedon in tho lv-te seventies . I do not 
seem to be fnmiliar with n 19;t l'ate . Accordint; to my data, the 
rates were flf3 of May 1, 1868, 

To Sweden 

It ,I 

.. Via the north Gar n Union, 
"Direct" - pr t1paid 16st 

\U1paid 18~~ 
.. Closed nail , Via E.'1e;land 

Prepaid 2l¢ 
Unpaid ms¢' 

Theso namo rates 1 01"13 sti ll in effect on .Tnm.u:u"Y 1, I B70. Lut.er 
in 1870 - exact tii'lc? - the above p:popnid ra.ter.. ':11'0 cut to ll~t 
(direct) llnd 14~{ (vin Engle nd). 

Sincerely yOU1't3, 



E. D. WARSHAUER 
901 HILLSIDE BLVD. 

Carrcroft, 
WILMINGTON281, DELAWARE 
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Mr . '~ . D. \{arahnuer, 
901 Hills ide Blvd., 

Carrcroft, 
Val nine;ton 281, Dolawm"'e . 

Doar 111"' . \"l .xX'shnuer; 

Jan. 9, 1950. 

Thnnks very nuch .for a look at tho lo l,ter from ~r . Grayson, 
which I £1.!'1 l"eturnlnB heI'Gwlth. I havo nw.de r. copY' of it for my files . 

I note thllt he stntos: !lIn lfovo.dbe~ 1£309 tprough 1870t! the 
rntcs \-;01"0, 

To Sweden Direct to Germuny 
To Swed~n Via Bngland to Ger.;:.fmy 

! have before no an official booklot issued by the Now York 
Post Office for' t l Air- "JJottor Cnrrit::I'a II and dated Jr~nuary 1870. The 
l'''li;o::; ns of Jan. I, J.870 .F: or Sv:eclen are 61 ven ag f'ollo\'iS: 

"British . tail (~iroct If 
ClosGdl.~lail via Enelo.nd 

PEtid · unpaid 
IS¢, l8d 
2lrj 23)£ 

Tho AnnUAl Boport of t}l(;, Poot~lA.ator Gor.ol"'ul , dated Uovomber 
15, 1870, givos SDr:l0 int;ercstin~ i'if';Ul"OS on :t'ore1gh rates b-,tt the 
figures ovid.untly refor only to prcpn.:i.cl l.ltl.il . ror e;~aI'1plo -

To Sweden 
GOl"'mnn H~liI Direct 
German !anil Via },ngland 

Dec. 31 AI)!:. 1 n ov. 1 
1867 1860 1870 
~1 16 11 
34 21 14 

There must be some explaM t ion for tho c1i~cl"epancy 1..'1 the 
aboye :figuros. 

Searching thru 1:y files I ran across n mer.lO from El. letter 
that I received frOIlJ. laliott Po ........ : in August 1942. Ho stated thRt he 
h..d just sold a covor that en·;; to Sweden If about 1870" and '.7hic:1 had 
u 30~ 1867, a pair of 3}£ 1869 and n singlo 2¢' 1869. This was doubt 
less the cover roDerl"led to in your letter • 

.lith kindest ~~egnrds .. 

COl~dinlly yours , 



• L . l.J . u onf.101<'i, 
u50 1 1fth Ava . , 

,nn. 19, 1950 • 

" 110 YOl"k 1, r. '. 

Don r .. .,...,,"'-... 
I 

o 1t lor of. you 
\ 

copy of thi 1 tt r to ~nc un( 
lO / __ 11 1 P oc1n tad. 

00 otc tho on(~los d photo pr'.nt . 

Th"rc are thr () 
(1 

'Y' holp 

o pp.tr r ? 
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T 

5. yo 1 

YO'\.1PB otc ., 

,. 

, 



Telephone , GERRARO 4900 

8ANK!:fll.S : 

BARCLAYS BANK LTD, PICCADILLV C,,.cua. 
LONOON, W . I. 

GovERNING DIRECTOR : 
O. BACHER, D. PHll.. 
MEMeER AMERICAN PHILATELIC SOCIETY, 
BRITISH PHILATELIC ASSN. AND OTHERS. 

Ok W ESTMINSTER STAMP Co 
LIMITED 

THE ONLY SPECIALISTS IN U.S.A. STAMPS IN GREAT BRITAIN. 

~c%(Me 
1 -4-, WARWICK STREET, (PICCADILLYCIRCUS) 

LONDON, Wl 
Dec.ll,1949. 

My dear Mr .Ashbrook, 
It is a lone time since you heard from me 19-st. 

There has been, so far, nothing special to report to you. 
Business is very brisk again since devaluation and 

prices for all sorts of US are on the upcurve in England, as it was 
to be expected as a result of the currency cut. 

May I have the great pleasure of seeing you here 
next year on the occasi~n of our London Exhibition? I could imagine 
that the journey to ~urope would not only make a nice change for you 
and Lrs Ashbrook, but might also turn out as of considerable philatel
ic interest to you . If I can be of any assistance to you in this 
respect, please let me know. We have, of course, a booth at the show 
and I'expect the one week, during which it will be open, to develop 
into the usual pandemonium. 

As you have such marvellous records, I wonder 
whether you can tel] me if there are more copies known of lIP (1851, 
3c.original plate prDof) than the 6 copies ex Crawford collection 
that Dr.Chase mentions in his 3 c.book on page 210 (1942 edition). 
I would be Erateful Tor any information, you may be kind enough to 
give me. 

I take the opportunity of wishing you a happy 
Christmas and New rear and am looking forward to hearing from you . 

Kindest regards 
cordiGty y'ours 

~todc 

, 



Dr. Carroll Chase , 
R. F . D. 1, 

l1ilford, Ii . II . 

Dear Doc: 

Dec. 17 , 1949. 

Re - 3¢' 1851 or i g i nal pl nte pr oofs of the 
3~ 1851 - Dr . O .B~cher i nquired in a l otter re ceiv od 
t oday if more t han six copies viera noVl 'krlo\;n? Those , 
Ex- Crawford, montioned i n your 1942 book, pae;a 210. 

PerhnpE he \1r ote you the SflL'lO inquiry but if 
not I Vlould lLw to accommodate h im. 

Regards -

Yours etc . , 



------------------------------------

Dec. 17, 1949. 

Dr. Carroll Chase, 
R.F.D. 1, 

Milford, N.H. 

Dear Doc: 

Re - 3~ 1851 original plate proofs of the 
3¢ 1851 - Dr. O.B.cher inquired in a letter received 
today if more than six copies were now knovm? These, 
Ex-Crawford, mentioned in your 1942 book, page 210. 

Perhaps he wrote you the same inquiry but if 
not I would like to accommodate him. 

Regards -

~ ~~ y 

~~~~ 
.- ' 

..... Q •• ~"""'Qd. ~ 

, 
~" ' ) J. ....... M. 

-(..,.p . a~ \A 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 19 v'9. Xc...:.. nL...t-..., 

'" r'\ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~. Q., ~ ........ eo:. 

l-~ ~ ~ ~\ ~t;L;: ~ V') 

~ ~ ~ .JI..u,..\,. . 
v 

CQ,. 



Dr. O. Bacher, 
Dec. 28, 1949. 

% The \lestminster Stamp Go. Ltd., 
Regency lIouse, 

1-4 Harwick st., 
London ~V - 1, Engla..'tld. 

Dear Doctor: 

It was nice to hear from you after such a lapse. I be11ev 
in your last letter you f1cntloned you were e;oine; on an auto trip on 
the ContiBnnt. I tru~t you had a most enjoyable vacation. 

I would. like very much to attend the I~ondon Exhibition nex' 
SP1'ing but it is out of the question because of a heart condition 
that docs not improve Q'YJ.d even short trips out of town don't do no 
any good . Intermitionnl philatelio exhibitions arc rather- strenubus 
affairs. It \"lould be n groat plemnlre to attend [md to have ruy f 1rs1 
sight of J~nel(U1 • 

I \"lx'ote Citanell Clmno 1"()[~Hrdin8 pInto proofs oE the 3¢' 
lm')l ruld hero \"tas 11io 11 oply: 

"I never nnw o:e hon- d or nny 3yt IU5l plato proof oxcept 
the six nentioned above. Exoept that a full pane of 100 from Plnte 
<1 turnod up in J~l1I:~lanc1 H few year's €leO and wan bouGht by an 
Ai. 0l1ican collector. rrhis is the 1'ull panG mentioned by Simpson 
in ;!ardJo ~.rticle in Mekool 's ·ieekly Stn.'np 11ew3 fo1'"' Dec. 19 '49. 
This sheet is a proof and not <n issued stamp. As far as I know 
the pano of PIn. te 4 is s.t:i_ll intact. tr 

It is barely possiblo that Claronco Brnzer may know of 
::30me ito s 'that are un}:nown to Chase so I suegest you wrj:r,e hiM. 

Cha.se rlentioned Mekeel ' s of Dec . 19th. 
huve the lssues of the l:":~h and 26th, but no copy 
I p1."eSU;":1e it was lost in the trotlOndous VOl'W.IO of 
Perhaps you receivo Mekeel 's. 

I note that I 
of the 19th, so 
Christ! as Mail. 

Jew Year -
W~.th every Good \718h for n hea.lthful W1Q prosporeus 



Telephone , G ERRARD 4900 

BANKI!:RS : 

BARClAYS BANK LTD, PICCADILLV CI~CU&, 

LON DO N, W.I. 

GOVERNING DIRECTOR: 

o BACHER , D . PHIL. 

M EMBER AMERICAN PHI LATELIC SOCIETV, 
BRITISH PHILATELIC ASSN. AND OTHERS. 

Ok WESTMINSTER STAMP Co 
LIMITED 

THE ONLY SPECIALISTS IN U.S.A. STAMPS IN GREAT BRITAIN. 

Vi,a Air. 
o 

~c%tMe 
1-4, WARWICK STREET, (PICCADILLYCIRCUS) 

LONDON, w.I. 

Dear Mr. Ashbrook, Jan.4,1950 . 

From your kind letter I note with great regret 
that, for health reasons, you will not come to see us next May. I 
had lunch with Sir Nicholas to-day and he is disappointed, too, as 
he would have loved to meet you personally at last. 

'1'hank you :for the trouble you have taken to !'l.nd 
. out more In the prooi matter. You gave me some .valuable information 
and I wonder whether Dr.Chase would be good enough to divulge the 
name of the present owner of the pane of 100 or get his permission 
for me to contact him. No commercial transactions whatever are in
tended. You 1~lill understand why I want to oontact him vVhen I tell 
you that my latest find consists of a plockaf 60, marginal and with 
i~pr~nt, from the right pane of plate 4, p per, make-up, brush
canc€"l etc. exactly like the pane sold at Harmer, 1=tooke's on Nov.5, 
1938. Photo goes to you via second class airmail to ~day. Keep it, 
please, for your records, but I reserve the right to write on the 
matter. 

A Mr. Marsden wrote an article on a similar pane 
of 96, but the left pane from plate 4 and with the plate number in 
reverse, in the London Philatelist of August 1945. That full pane 
~ four is in the possession of Mr .Bemrose jr., Derby, grandson of 

the o'_mer of the firm of the same name where the sheet or sheets 
WAre sent to in 1855(?) for perforation trials . Dr , Chase does not 
know of that pane ~nd you r ) ght tell him, if you like. The story 
is told in Brazer's Sssay Proof Journal No.9. Br .Brazer whom I con
tacted meanwhiJe informs me that he possesses one of the~e proofs, 
namely 93 R4 wh~ch is, of course , miSSing from my block as you will 
see. 

r may add that Hanner Rooye ' s do not seem willing 
to djsclose the name of the 1938 buyer and before r ask them to get 
in touuh "lith hirr, the direct way over you and Dr.Chase whom r thank 
very much for his ~ind help seems to be so much better. 

r "send ~r.Brazer a photo, too, but ask him not to 
write on the matter and not to publish it in any way. . 

I would like you to look at the enclosed cover . The 
very late use of the 5c stamps, amrypg them a levely orange-brown, 

P-T-O 



( . 

./ 0(; ~ ;:! I b-.., f 1:ttt"w3 
puzzles me. Is this perhaps a use during the Confederate occupation ' 
of New Orleans or was the place on July 24 just liberated by the 
Northern arnies? On the fac§ of it the cover looks quite all 
rig~t to me and I gave very little for it to a man who had it for 
30 years in hi~ collection and sold me many other things . 

As you have all the records you are the only person 
to verify the details and, backed up by your tremendous knowledge 
in these things, may be in a position to "O. K." the, if genuine , 
oharming and rare little piece . I collect such put-of-the-way 
items and it would have a finE' place in my lrivate collection. 

If you like to make a photo for yoursel~ and, should 
it be O.K., write on it - you are welcome to both. 

Very many thanks and I trust, I do not trouble 
much . 

Please return via B.P.A., 3 Berners Street, London,W.l, 
as usual, by regsstered airmail. 

Best regards 
cordially yours 

!)j?;~ 
. P.S.F'i.nd similar target cancels, contemporary, used 

by the Confederacy, in Dietz ' book. ~rankly , the targets on this 
cover put me off a litt13. It may be lack of experience only or, 
perhaps, I have erotvn too suspicious regarding covers. 

Uf>J. 
: P.P.S . Ha:ve not received mv nflekeel 's of Dec.19 yet. What 

a coincidence that Ward should have ~ritten just now on that 
mat.ter ! UA 



Dr. O. Bacher, 
~ Tho He8trninster stamp Co., 

Regency Houso, 
1-4 Warwick .st., 

London Vi. I., England • 

. 'ly deftr Dr. Bacher: 

Jan. 9, 1950. 

. Your ree;istered air lotter of the 4th with the 5~t cover 
arrived this date, toe;ethor with the photoGraph. rany thanks for 
the 10. ttor. It · is indeod most interestinc; and I an forward.1ng it to 
Dr. Chnse t~day. I knOVJ thn.t he \1il1 be delighted to soo it. I 
assure you that WG will both I'efrain fron usme it in any vlO.y and 
will keep this discovery of yours confidential. I ~ill mako specinl 
mention of this point in IV letter to the Doctor. 

Offhand, it is "fry suess that Clw..s e cloes not know the nane 
of the owner of the pan a of 100 - Left rOe ~1, but I will find ont one 
way or the othor. Tho Hurl or Rooko salo vms in I.ondon on Nov. 5, 
1938. I have tho illustration somewhere L~ my filos. I hn.ve a copy 
of Brazer's Essay-P ..... oof Jom'nal No . 9 containine hi3 review of' the 
article in tho London rhil ateliet . 

Regarding the 5y! l85? cover. The new Or1~n.ns Post Office 
wns opGrated by the Confederate GovernrLler.t from ~rune 1, 1861 to May 1, 
1862, on the latt~r clate, the city fell to the Federal Forces. I do 
not see hovr tllis cover could be eood becatwo I cnnnot imagine a re
cO@lition at Hew Orleans of the old l357-l8CO s tamps as late ns July 
1862. But oven had the nevI Orleans ? O. recoe;l'lizecl the old demonetiz
ed stamps I don't believe that the Fo::'oign I'iv!s ion of' the NC\1 York 
Po st Office would have perrAit-cod them to ~o thru. Thr'llont the Horth 
the old stamps were inval1.d .for postac;e du!'in~ AU8ust and Soptonbor of 
1861, but were still good at SOT'le Pacific Coast o:ff'ices until late in 
DecerrIDer 18C1. The ink of the killers and tho :!}ostmKf'k are in a dark 
indigo, but I don't SFlom to recall that Now Orleann cvor used a dark 
indigo blue ink. HOYIOVOr, I n.r:l conscious of the fact thnt thoy might 
have because thc:;;>c vms plenty of trouhlo in Nevr Orleans in the stlI'1!'ler 
of 1862. Old Den Butler' was ~!..1l completo Chflr'gH and hovl tho people 
liternlly detested h11:1. 

I l~'l.Ve only e; l ancec at tho coveT' but I ""rant to Give it a 
vel·'Y ca:i.'oi'ul exorr.L1:-,.:tlo"1, becau.se if .it 1s Good, (and I can hardly 
il1Hgine ho'l; it could be), it is r 0.11" noce covor. 

When tho Fedornls took oven' L"'1 Hay IBG2 they l1llly have put 
into use ne'l stampors nnd inks. Target cancels vlere used at Hew 
Orleans in 1864, so t11e;y rtIfP.!. have been used enr'ller. 

!,!orG la tel' -

COl'd:ially yours , 



Dr. Carroll Chuso, 
R. P. D. 1, 

I:i1for>d, ll .R. 

Dear Doc: 

Jun. 9, 1950. 

I am enclosing ~1or6with f:room Dr . Baoher for 
your look and oor'l! .. cnt: 

(1) Photograph 
(2) Lotter from Bacher 
(3) The oover montioned.. 

Ilbf'..t do YC.Ju think of thil:l cove!;"? It oan 't 
pd)ssibl.- ho good in my opi1110n, but I have only r1n<ie a 
ca3unl cXfi."'1inatio!l. 

Hnvolopc here for· return. I lUll" vTritlne 
Baoher that I at shov1ing the photo to you but that ViTe 

i_l not S:10\1 it or m~ntion it to nnyone . 

I hnve a copy of tJle Proof' Journal Iro. 9 and 
sup!'ose that you have one but if not I'll loan mine to 
you - in caso. 

It 11 .Jako H photo of this photo if you w~_sh. 

Eave ~rO\l any idon ;ho ownr: the 1pft pmlO -
EX-Ha.rmer Hooke sale of 1038? 

r'ith :f'ogards -

Y01l.j".s etc.) 
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Dear Mr. Ashbrook, Feb.8,1950. 

I have to thank you for your letters of Jan.9,17 and 26 and 
all the trouble you took to help me. 

Starting with your last letter I searched in the meantime high 
and low to find a oover with the marking ENGLAND UEBE~ BREMEN. I was unable to 
unearth a single one. I remain on the look-out, particularly when I go to 
Germany again next August, ~d ~ where suoh covers should turn up. 

Regarding the 5 c. 1857 oover, carful tests of the inkl of the . 
New Orleans postmark and the targets on the stamps have convinced me that it is 
the same. The cover still puzzles me. I assume you are right as usual. Surprising 
is, however, that the target ink resisted any attempt of removal by rubbing with 
a moist handkerchief. If painted in, it would "bleed" oonsiderably. Further, a 
Grenz-Ray test proved th~t a mineral ink was used • Broadly speaking such inks 
were in use till about 1890 and than gradually and speedily replaoed by aniline 
inks which were very muoh cheaper. Indigo blue was perhaps one of the last minerals 
to be replaoed, but this would not have been later than at the beginning of this 
Century. So either the faking was done at a very early date, when covers were not 
yet oollected and we must therefore fail to see the incentive for doing so, or the 
person who did the job about 30 years ago got hold of mineral indigo blue ~ 
~x.xixzx.miEie and applied it in this case, anticipating unwittingly that only 
mineral would be right and aniline would be found out one day, in this atomic age 
when we have Grenz Rays at our disposal. That anybody was zleft with mineral indigo 
blue about 30 to 40 years ago. seems to me a most unlikely chance in a case like 
this. 

Allthis is, from a legal point a view, circumstantial evidence 
only • . Though we may not be able to asoertain or. at least, to suggest, how, why 
and when the faking was done, the fact lUJ remairB that the cover ~:a:xlxllbt 
lDIItxi:u_tixaxmm::ladilll:txp~ may be phony. I do not intend to oontradiot you, I 
merely place .efore you some most peculiar features of the case that make one 
wonder wkther the luck is here, as so often, with our opponents, the baokroom 
boys, or with us who spend muoh of ~time and work in running them down to 
earth. You hinted at the problem by expeoting two distinguished expert bodies of 
probably pronouncing the oover as genuine. It wouldn't surprise me, if they would 
do so. I oonsider to submit it. in his Journa 

Mr.Brazer wants to write an artiole on my o.proof block of 60 
and oongratulated me on the find. Later in his letter he sugg~s that ~ should 
write it. I am not keen on either. Incidentally he do~not know the whereabouts 
of the left pane ex Harmer Rooke's, now in Amerioa. Bemrose's assure me that they 
had only the one sheet on whioh Marsden wrote. Perkins Baoon~may have had more. 
Inoluding mine we have therefore on record three large units of 100.96 and 60 
respeotively, the first two from the left pane, the third from th. right paneJ 
also about a dozen singles whioh all seem to oome from the right pane, I ~urmise 
from"my"pane. 

Best regards 

, 
very sinoerely yours 

~~ 
O.Baoher. 
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Dr . Carroll Chase, 
R. F . D. 1, 

H!lford, U.H. 

Dear Doc: 

Jan. 17, 1950. 

Thanks fOl" yours of the 12th with return of' 
the phot ogl.'·aph uwi tho :3ncl 131' cover. I believe that 
the Now York RJ1d Prench i.'lHrkin~s on tho covor are 8on-
uine, but I am not so sure about the HeH Orloans. Ii' 
it is '3o'r!ulno, then the cover was Burely a pl'opRid 
stmn.pl ss f.:."om ~(,'-i! Or'leans - if the !few Orloans p. m. is 
a fake then the (~()ver eoulc1 hUiJe originp.ted £..t lTo..., york 
as a pl'npald 8tn.J.\1plo~w . Tho tr..l'lSet n loo1~ t 1.) ~~e like 
they lere both ru~ndstlu,lpod and painted and tho orange
brown sL~elc has a thin sp~t . 

I don't neen to hU'Te any !:.O . postr1rtll( of the 
1861 peri od t mt :tB exactly lik(;) thia, nOl" do I recall 
that H. O. uued any r,uch dark blue ink. 

'i'harJw foT' your romnrks on the 5~~ pl. oto. I 
v:il1 convp,y them to Dr. Bacher • 

. /hat is :rO'llr opinion of Bacher? Ho l:as A.IV7ays 
beon on the sCiun.re with ne e 

With best wishos -

Yours etc ., 



.T~\n fI 17, 1050. 

Dr . o. Bnchel~ , 
~~ British Philatelic Association, 

3 Berners Street , 
LOI' .. do:1 Vi . I. gn~lnnd. 

Dear D00tor Dncher: 

Eer0with I arl roturnine the 1) . S . covor c ontninod in 
yours of ~Ta ~. 4th - (from HeVl Orlenns Jul 24 lO( 2 - thru 
'New York A'ng . 2 - o.ddres~od to Paris Pranco with t.b.reo (3) 
U. S. 6(, 1857 - ' .. ypo II.) 

I (ia not li"..u}:e R thol~OU8h ax[t,'!:tLnt ion of this COVGl~ , 
but :1.t i8 LT'j' opin:lon thht these tl"ll'CO s tamps did not originato 
on this covor, hence the th:o:-ee tn1'eetB cnnc~line; the stumps are 
fraudul~nt. I c1 /)J1.t t ~ eoru "'co ha~lfI any Y'eGo~"d of this pai."ticular 
New Orleans 8tEH'lpor'" I~ is u diffel"Gnt (;Inc frnn any exaDlples 
thnt I havo of .t 16 18~1-H302 porlod. IToto tho cockeyod "s" 
of Orl~e.!l8. 

I snggost thnt you 1. ul:o ncar ,f.ul test to aotor.line 
who the I' 1;hc .. nk of tho pontr.1Rl~k :h~ t.ho nann as that of the ~nrgets. 
If the 118w O:7.'leans pontma1"k io SenuinG , tho lctto1' c uld hnve been 
sent prepaid vi thout 0 tntlpn. I not 0 ~h0 Orance nl'OVYn hnH It thin 
,pot. I 'light add th<tt thi'l tn:"setfl f'11'01:, .laVO e·rOI7 uppournnco 
of bei G paint od ra th.or thnn hands tUr:1ped. Tho glU'1 under tho top 
strunp looks vory qu.eer. 

If' you &ub. itted thia to t 10 Royn.l I beJ.1Gve that they 
would O. K. it. And further, the !lExp!~rt CotJI"lltteo"' of the 
Philatolic Foundntion WOHJ.o. probably do the same . Of Into, they 
have been authonticating fakes and condo!"'.!1ing gonui.'1c covors. I 
would like very much to Kn0i1 whnt sort of nn opinion they would 
actually render . 

Rega:"d1..'tlli the 
as follows: 

1851 block from Plate 4 - ChH.se replied 

ttl 1010W rho bought the 0ompleto pane but unfortunately I 
am not at I1bo:c'ty to tell the man's nfl.l16 . I think it 1s probably 
off the mark at as long an the nan lives . II 

1 sent yOUl" letter to Chll,se nnd he f'troly noted your 
request that he nave the owner contact you but he nude no l"'eference 
to your request in his reply. I do not .feeJ. that I cnn Pl'OSS the 
mattor further. I sur. !se fro· tho l?e rks by Chuse that he beliovos 
that Berarose had ore than aoveral sheots of. two panes each. 

With kindost regards - Cordially yours , 



Doherty, Clifford & Shenfield, Inc. 
ADVERTISING 

350 FIFTH AVENUE • Empire State Building • NEW YORK 1, Di- Y. 

Dear Stan: 

January t Vienty-sixth 
1 9 5 0 

Answering yours of the 19th - so glad you got my mess
age at the anniversary dinner. You deserved that message and 
a lot more. I think you kno\' how I feel. 

I have checked the print of the New Orleans cancel l',hich 
you sent and the crooked S agrees with none of my cancels. I 
discovered that there were t wo versions of this cancel -- the one 
used in 1861 had a longer arc occupied by the letters N.O. -- the 
one used in 1862 had a shorter arc. The cancel on this cover seems 
to check uith neither of them. For one thing, the inner circle is 
too large on this cover. I have no record whatsoever of a blue 
black or either a blue Ne~ Orleans used in 1862. 

I have a cover June 13, 1862 North to South "hich is black. 
I have no record of iRrgwlUsed in 1862 in Nei Orleans. I notice 
also that in the cancel on this cover the letters like "ell and the 
strokes of the "nil do not seem to run to the center of the circle 
but each seems to be a little off line. Of course I haven't seen 
the cover but I sort of sU$pect this one. I think there are only 
t wo possibilities -- one because New Orleans -"as occupied the 
demonethed staJilpS were accepted and allo .... ed to pass for foreign 
mail as per the Post Office circULar of June 1861 \':hich said that 
if fully paid mail ~-.. as to be for\-iarded even from the South -- other
wise sent to the Dead Letter Office ';.hich of course '\'fOuld not obtain 
from occupied terri tory. Perhaps there v,ere no 1861 staL"lPS in New 
Orleans in J~1ne of 1862, but thatls strange because of my cover above. 
or (2) That the cover is a fake in some way but as you say, we will 
leave that up to you. 

Glad you enjoyed the Blackford book -- I will send you the 
Richland prison cover and a transcript of the Reagan l etter tomorrow 
night. I understand now about unserifed .APR in the cover. Thanks 
so much for the print and I am sending a check. Don't you think 
now that my Frameline is really April 21, 18637 It certainly is 21 , 
and if it's an 1863 cancel that settles it. Caspary is away so I can't 
get his opinion on the lO¢ Charleston but will talk to Hall. 

TELEPHONE: BRyant 9-0445 



Doherty, Clifford & Slu:nfield, Inc., 350 Fifth Avenue, New York 1, N. Y. 

-2-

On the understanding that you 1".'on I t make a bum out of the 
old man, I have Y'Titten Diet:;. for a loan of a photo of the 
origina l Houston, Texas. '.': ith the Provisional over the fold . 

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook 
33 N. Ft. Thomas Avenue 
Ft. Thomas , Kentucky 

Best regards, 



Doherty, Clifford & Shenfield, Inc. 
ADVERTISING 

350 FIFTH AVENUE • Empire State Building • NEW YORK 1,..N. Y. 

Dear stan: 

February the second 
1 9 5 0 

Thanks so much for the print of the Mobile 
Post Office notice. I will call John Fox to have him 
send me the old stamps not recognized 1857 cover. 
I will try to examine it .and let you know. 

Re that 1857 fake cover from New Orleans, 
photo of .which you said you sent me -- is it really a 
fake? Or does your last sentence mean that New Orelans 
dd use blue in November of 1862? 

Stan, what do you mOl"; of the Schenks Confeder
ates? I notice they are going to be sold and although I 
never say them, I remember your mentionll1g his name very 
often in conversation. Did he have a lot of worthwhile 
things. 

Mr. Stanley B. P-shbrook 
33 N. Ft. Thomas Avenue 
Ft.Thomas, Kentucky 

With best regards, 

TELEPHONE: BRyant 9-0445 

, 
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February 10, 1950 

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook 
33 N. Fort Thomas Avenue 
Fort Thomas, Kentucky 

Dear Mr. Ashbrook: 

Leonard V. Huber, President 
4841 Canal Street 

New Orleans 19, La. 

Thank you ~or your kind letter o~ February 6. 
I am afraid I did not make mysel~ too clear in 
one o~ the sentences on page 41 concerning the 
Express Mail, but before going into a detailed 
discussion I will have to look up some o~ my 
notes which I have not had an opportunity to do. 

I did calIon Mr. Wagner so as not to hold up 
the matter o~ the opinion that you requested 
on the photograph of the cover that you sent me. 
Unfortunately Mr. Wagner has sold his collec
tion and I have no covers in mine on the period 
that you mention. However we are both agreed 
on the ~ollowing: 

1. That the New Orleans Post Of~ice 
Department did use a target killer 
in 1862. 

2. That the New Orleans Post Of~ice 
used an indigo ink in 1862. 

Mr. Wagner has seen a number of covers with the 
blue target killer mostly on soldiers' mail 
originating at a Federal camp some miles below 
the city and which were mailed through the New 
Orleans Post O~fice in 1862. As far as the 
stamps are concerned, he pOints out that there 
is not much of a diSSimilarity between the 
1857 issue and #67, and that a green post of~ice 
clerk might not have recognized the demonetized 
stamps. 
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February 10, 1950 

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook 

Leonard V . Huber. PresIdent 
4841 Canal Street 

New Orleans 19, La. 

Page 2. 

Like yourself, both Mr. Wagner and I feel that the 
stamps did not originate on the cover and that the 
targets are fakes. For my part, the targets look 
too thick and I don't like the position of the 
stamps. All the New Orleans targets I have seen 
have been thinner. There is also the fact that 
two of the stamps are brown and one of them orange
brown. If they were all of one kind, I would be 
more convinced that the cover as it now exists 
was genuine. Have you examined the stamps for 
washed out pen cancellations under the quartz 
lamp? 

Both afus agree that the set up could be genuine 
and that perhaps we are just being too severe in 
our judgment. It is a tough one. 

Please don't hesitate to criticize any part of 
"The Great Mail" that in your opinion doesn't 
coincide with the facts. 

Thanking you, I am, with best wishes, 

LVH:HH 



Feb. 8, 1950. 

Dear ~~. Ashbrook, 

I l~ve to thank you for your letters of Jan.9,17 and 26 and 
all the trouble you took to help me. 

Starting with your last letter I searched in the meantLme 
high and low to find a cover with the marking ENGLAND UEBER BREMID{. 
I was unable to unearth a single one. I remain on the look-out, parti
cularly when I go to Germany again next August, and here where such 
covers should turn up. - -

Regarding the 5 c. 1857 cover, carful tests of the ink of 
the New Orleans postmark and the targets on the stamps have convinced 
me that it is the same. The cover still puzzles me. I assume you are 
right as usual. Surprising is, however, that the tArget ink resisted 
any attempt of removal by rubbing with a moist handkerchief. If painted 
in, it wouid "bleed" considerably. Further, a Grenz-Ray test proved 
that a mineral ink was used. Broadly speaking such inks were in use till 
about 1890 and then gradually and speedily replaced by aniline inks 
which were very much cheaper. Indigo blue was perhaps one of the last 
minerals to be replaced, but this would not have been later than at the 
beginning of this century. So either the faking was done at a very 
early date, when covers were not yet collected and we must therefore 
fail to see the incentive for doing so, or the person who did the job 
about 30 years ago got hold of mineral indigo blue and applied it in 
this case, anticipating unwittingly that only mineral would be right and 
aniline would be found out one day, in this atomic age when we have 
Grenz Rays at our disposal. That anybody was left with mineral indigo 
blue about 30 to 40 years ago, seems to me a most unlikely chance in a 
case like this. 

All this is, from a legal point a View, circumstantial evidence 
only. Though we may not be able to ascertain or, at least, to suggest, 
how, why and when the faking was done, the fact remains that the cover 
may be phony. I do not intend to contradict you, I merely place before 
you some most peculiar features of the case that make one wonder whether 
the luck is here, as so often, with our opponents, the backroom boys, or 
with us who spend much of our time and work in running them down to 
earth. You hinted at the problem by expecting two distinguished expert 
bodies of probably pronouncing the cover as genuine. It wouldn't surprise 
me, if they would do so, I consider to submit it. 

1~. Brazer wants to write an article in his Journal on my 
3c. proof block of 60 and congratulated me on the find. Later in his 
letter he suggests that I should write it. I am not keen on either. 
Incidentally he does not know the whereabouts of the left pane ex Harmer 
Rooke's, now in America. Bemrose's assure me that they had only the one 
sheet on which Marsden \~ote. Perkins Bacon's may have nad more. In
cluding mine we have therefore on record three large units of 100, 96 
and 60 respectively, the first two from the left pane, the third from the 
right pane; also about a dozen singles which all seem to come from the 
right pane, I surmise from "my" pane. 

Best regards 
Very Sincerely yours 

(signed) O. Bacher. 



Pob. 8, 1950. 

Dear lu.-' . shbrook, 

I hltvo to thnnlc yon for your letters of ~Tnn.9,17 nnd 26 and 
all tho trouble you took to help me. 

Stnrting with your last letter I searched in the !:'loant1me 
hieh and low to find l\ cover vi th tho Rrking ENGLAND UEBER BRE EN. 
I ms unable to unoA.rth a sinele onc. I re ain on the. look-out, parti
cularly when I eo to Ger. any agnin next ugust, ~ here {here such 
covors should turn up. 

Hegnrdlng the 5 c. lB57 covor, carful tefJts of the ink of 
tho lie l Orleans pOf tlrtark and the targets on the stamps have convincod 

e that it is the sar~o. Tho coyer still puzzles Me. I RPsume you arc 
right as usual. 5urprisinr; is, ho over, th, t the) tt\reet ink resisted 
any H ttempt of pomo'Tnl by l~ubbing '/ith a lOist handkerchief. If painted 
in, it would "bleed" considerahly . rurther , n Grenz-Ray test ppovod 
tlm t a l' ineral ink vms uned. Broadly s penldnf~ such inks lere in u~e till 
about 1090 ana then gradunll:' anci speedily roplnced by aniline inks 
vt"hich v:~ro very uch cheaper. Indigo blue was perho.pp ono of t: e last 
L1inerals to be roplnced, but this Vlould not have )een latol" than nt the 
beginning o f this Contury. So either the fn.kil1~ "as dono at a very 
early dnto, when covorf \l~ '6 not yet collected and " 0 must therefore 
fail to soo the incentive for doing so , 01' tho p ,j;>son YJho did tho job 
abou.t 30 yoars ago eot hold of ineral incll{jo blue and applied it in 
this case, anticipnting unwittingly that only mineral '1ould be right and 
a.n;tlj.n~ would be fou ·o·vt ono day, in tlJis atomic Rge ""hen fle h ve 
Grenz Hays Rt our disposal. That anybody war' left with minoral indigo 
blue about 30 to 40 years ago, fJeOInS to me a mORt unlikely chanco in a 
caSG like this. 

All this Is, from n le5al point 0. view, circum.'~tnntio.l evldence 
only. Thoue;h \ e may not be nble to ascertain or, at l east, to sugge. t, 
how, why nnd when the faking \10.8 dono, the fact romains thflt the cover 
lay be phony. I do n ot intend to co tradict you, I merely place b f'fore 

you some lost peculiar fent\U'of' of' tho case that ako one wondor whether 
the luck is hore, as so of ton, with our opponents, the backroom boys, or 
wi th us who spend ~:'lUch of our tir'lo and 'Work in running them dO\';n to 
earth. You hintod nt the problem by expecting two distinguished expert 
bodies of probably pronouncing the cover as genuine . It v/ouldn't surprise 
me , if they would do so, I considor to submit it. 

Mr . Brazer "ants to write an article in his Journnl on my 
3c. proof block of GO and congratulated mo on the find. Later ih his 
l et tor ho suggests thnt I should ~.Tito it. I run not wen on either. 
Incidontally 110 docs not kno r the ·;hereabou.ts of tho left pAlle ex Harmer 
Rooke's, no I in America. Der.n." on 0 t s It. ~ uure t1e that; thoy hnd only the one 
she0t on whlch Unrsdon Tote. Perkins Bacon's 1 y have lmd more . In
cluding mine rc hnve thG:i.'efore on reco:T'c: three l :::rge units of 100, 96 , 
anci 60 respectivoly, the first t\10 from tho left pane , the third from the 
right p,:'1ne; also about a dozen singles \I'11ch all Reom to co. e fro. the 
:right pane, I surMise from "my" pane. 

Best regnrds 
Very sincerely yours 

(signed) O. nachor. 



;ro . Brazor 'fmto to ite nn article in hie t.TournlL on uy 
3c . proof block of 60 and consrntulntod flO on tho finel . La tel' in his 
lcttel" ho suggests that I should lrito it . I flrl not keen on c1thAr. 
Incidont lly he doeB not k 0'1 the mo!'onbotl.ts of t 10 loft pnno ox nnrmor 
Rooko ' R. no.7 in orion . Bomrooo ' s an GIrO no thai; 1;hoy hm} only ' the ono 
oh at 0 1h:toh -t\l'ndon l"[' to. Pe 'kim Bne on ' s y have h1.d 1':101'e . In-
cluding inc 10 hnve thorof m?o on rocor'd throe]. eo units of 100, 96 
nn(l 60 ronpoct1voly , tho fil'Rt two fl .. o the l C'ft pane , tho third fro the 
right pane; also about a dozon 8i 191c~n '/ ch 0.11 BOO ~ to co.o fro. tho 
right pflne , I nUl" 1nc fro 1 TI!lI,1" :pfl.no . 

Bent reellr ls 

• 

Very a1ncoroly yours 

(01 neel) O. Bachor • 
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Feb. 16, 1950. 

Dr. O. TIacher, 
% The Westminster sta.m.p Co., Ltd., 

,. Regency Ilous e, 
1-4 Wnrwick St., 

London W.I. England. 

Dear Doctor Bacher: 

I ';lnS very much interestod in yours of the 8th regarding 
the cover from NevI Orleans to Pur is on July 24, 1862, an(~ I have 
carefully noted your renarks. 

Thore seems to be but one feature that indicates that the 
three stal1ps were actuall:y used on this cover in the year 1862 , 
viz., tests indicating thnt the ~nk of the postmark is the same as 
the ink of the three target cancels. Is this correct? Do you not think 
that a very careful fake artist Vlou.ld take the precaution to make the 
two inks match? I try to keep a very open mind whenever I examine 
any stamp or cover and endeavor to prove the truth rather than to 
prove any theory that I might consider the only solution. 

I examined this cover· very carefully under my quartz 1a~p and 
I eot the impression that the targets had the appearance of some ro
touching and that there was a slight difference in the dark blue ink 
of the targets and thA.t of the postr'lark. Another point is the place
ment of the stamps on the cover. This unu~ual grouping suggested that 
the letter was a paid in cash stamp1ess letter. There was no P.O. D. 
Regulation at thll.t time that reql.lired postage stamps on foreign mail . 
But the feature that stands out above all others is this - It is in
conceivable to me that this letter with invalid staI1ps Vlould have 
passed the postal clerks, not only at the New Orleans office , but at 
the Foreign Division of the new York P.O. 

It is true that occasionally we nln across dOMestic letters 
with tho old 3i stanps used from SOMe SMall post offices in the middle 
sixties, but the invalidation of the old struups was fresh in the minds 
of the postal clerks in 1862 and it does not seem reasonable to suppose 
that the Ilew orleo.ns clerks would In ve passed this letter with the old 
sto.mps. new Orleans \7aS occupied by the Federal Array on Hay 1, lB62. 
Surely the Confederate clo1'ico.l force vms replaced by mon loyal to the 
Federal Government. If so, does it seom roasonnblf1 to suppose that the 
old invalidated StWlPS would hSlVe beon recognized so soon after the 
occupation? You are doubtless familiar with the reason why the old 
stamps were invalidated. But even ndmitting that some careloss clerk 
might have permitted this letter with invalidated stamps to get by 
unnoticed, I can hnr,dly imagine that the clorks i n the !few York p . O. 
Ylould have cor.u:d. tted. the su:ae error, especially in v1m7 of the fact 
.thnt the letter had its origin in a city Which had been in the Con
federacy less than 90 days previous. 

Up to this writing I have not been able to locnte a covor 
mailed from new Orloans in the summer of 1862 with a tJnrgct cancel 



#2. Dr. O. Bacher, Feb. 16, 1950. 

in dark blue. 1\ proninent student of postal nn.rkine;s informs me that 
it is his belief that new Orloans did use a dark blue target as early 
as 1862, but he thought the type used there was different from the 
type on your cover. lIe expressed the opinion that the eenuine type had 
m ch thinner 1hines and Vias not so thick in appearance as the strikes 
tying the stanps to your cover. 

Regarding your 3¢' 1851 proof block. I om vory much in favor 
of an article on this ontire subject, but rather than publish same in a 
~blication of small Circulation, I would like to see it published in 
'Stanps"' which has the lnrgcst cil'culatlon of any U. S. phllnte11c 
publication. I'c is H subject that 1;10'llld be of wide i.Tlterest as so 
Dlany U. S. collectors collect the 3s1, 1851. If such an article was 
published in Brazer's g and P magazine it would reach a limited number 
of readers. Don't you t h ink that you could spare the time to prepare 
a vory fino article setting fovth all the kno\ln facts? I haven't the 
slie;htest iden. ·who owns the pane of 100 but I intend to try and find 
out. Chase Must have some reason why he cannot dimllge the owner's 
name - not even to me, and I think that I an his closest friend. 

Thanks very m.uch for any assis tance that you can give me on 
that marking -

Ene;land 
UEBER BREr.ffin 

With kindest reGards -

Cordially yours, 



, 
Hr. Loonnrd V. lubor , 

4041 Cannl St., 
How Orleans (19) Ln. 

Denr ".1' . Hubal": 

Fob . 16, 1950 

Thanks v ry 11luch for sending mo tho clipping .vi th the 
roviml of tho Hunter book. Up to t;h:ts writins I hav.e not re
c eived !J.r:f copy though I orde:t:'ed it soveral vloeks ngo . 

I also w:i.sh to tnanl{ you ror you.r COMrll'1nts on tho cover 
v/lth the 5~! 1857 StUI1V3 frOM ito":;" Orleans in July 1062. This cover 
1s o",r:ned by Dr. o . BetCher of the , (~stminster Sta; .. p Co. of London, 
England. IJ:,; seems thn t he had a sCientific test ('I) nndo of the 
blue inks of the tnrnets and the postma.rk lind ! thou&~t thn'e you 
would bo interested in n portion of a lotter received f.rom him this 
week which! a, enc10ning herorlith. 

In sp1te of his r3marh~ I do not believo that tho stamps 
were u~ed O1~iginally on tLis covor, and if toot 1s a fact, then 
the tfll"gets are fakes . This brines up an interestine point . Suppose 
for OX3Hlple , thnt Dr. ncher's testae?) are apparently true . a...'1d also 
that tho targets nro fnl>;es, then thin WOl..ld lndicute that so lC of' the 
Eur opean fnke nrtists nre extre -ely clever (which thl)Y nro) and nrc 
c Ul"oful to nmko their fake inks ",':ltch orieinnls. I bol ieve thnt thiB 
is ontirely possiblo . It dO!~onst;."nte<:! whnt students such at nyself 
nre up ngn1nst . I run SlU"O tha t you Ciln n:pprocln to that fnet . 

Hero is n covor and the question is .. 

Is it genui."1o« 

Is'· . ply cannot llmGlne thut i"li is. 

Ho hurry A.bout a reply to my l~ttcr of the 6th. ~~he point 
1s intoresting - viz - What was the roal reuson toot the Expross 1ail 
Service was abandoned in 18391 I hnd fin iden that the .ne I steamboat 
contract of 1839 - down tho Ohio and Hississippi to Hc\[ Orleans had 
much t o do with the cut i.'l1. tho servico . 

With regar(ls -
Sincerely yours . 



DR. CARROLL CHASE 
R. F. D. 1, MILFORD, 

NEW HAMPSHIRE 
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'). s. Notes and Comments 
By PHILIP H. WARD. JR. 

C n a recent column we discussed the 
1. ming celebration in honor of the 1, 
> and 12 cents issue of 1851. We men
tioned -several important collections of 
the le. In regards to the 3c Mr. Tracy 
W. Simpson, a member of the A.P.S. 
3c 1851-57 unit, writes us as follows. 

"Leo Shaul{hnessy has a marvelous lot 
of 3's. His reconstructed plates - the 
2600 positions - are all practically with 
four margins on the individual speci· 
mens, or ' at least the full design and 
guide dot shows. As to covers showing 
postal uses, he has about everything one 
could wish. Also he has reconstructed 
plates well under way for the perforat
ed varieties from plates 10 and 11 (with 
discontinuous inner lines) iI1 their 
various states. His collection of spe
cialties of No. 26 with continuous lines 
is also excellent. It has been some Years 
since I've been down to see him. but 
if his mounting has been followed 
through as he indicated it to me at the 
time, he would have an outstanding 
showing at any exhibition. Even the 
showin!! of the complete reconstruction 
of the thirteen imperf. plates and states 
of plates is really outstanding, if one 
sees them exhibited - as I have seen 
them. 

A. R. Rowell has a beautiful collec
tiOI) of 3's. He does not reconstruct 
plates but he develops his story from 
the historical angle - by use of photos 
and association material. His showing, 
when exhibited, is also outstanding, if 
r am any judge of those thin~. 

lAuthur S. Wardwell has - iust an
nounced the completion of the recon-

U. S. MINT SHt='IrT!; 
Per sheet Per 10 

907 20 n.N. (100) ........ 2.2!; 22.00 
908 10 Fr. (100) .......... 1.15 11.211 
635 3c Lincoln (100) ..... 4.75 46.50 
694 13c Harrison (100) '" 16.50 162.50 

A bove Items may turn out to be 
"sleepers" . Most mint sheet accumu
lators overlooked these small size 
stamps. 

U. S. BLACK POSTAL NOTES 
Complete set . <;>t 18 var.. aU Iightly 

ncelled at 51.00 per set. 
( 0% disc()untVon orders for 10 or 

more utlt) 
HF.LO RROTHF.RS ... 

1941 13rd St., Brooldyn 4, N. Y • . J!IlI\ 

strUction of the 2600 POSltlons of the 
imperfs plates. He collects only very 
fine copies, so it is probable that his 
showing is one of the best. . 

My own collection was good enough 
to take grand Prize at the APS annual 
exhibit in San Francisco in 1939, and 
it has since been considerably improved. 
The reconstruction of the irnperf plates 
shows about 95% in condition that 
shows the full outer line and sruide dots. 
if any, or else there are two stamps 
from the same position that between 
them show the complete design. The 
perforated plates are shown mostly from 
the listed varieties and includes most of 
the known double transfers. flaws, and 
all of the listed recut trian!!les and re
cut inner lines, I am working on Plate 
10 (e) right now, as a start on recon
struction. In addition to the completed 
plates, a superb duplicate is shown of 
each of the recognized plate varieties. 
The largest known used block on cover 
(of 12) and the second largest known 
used block not on cover <of 15) are 
included, as well as many ~ood multiple 
pieces of the orange browns. I despair 
in ~ettin~ the plate numbers. I have 
only I, 2, 3, and 4. Shaughnessy has 
them all" 

Mr Tracy also informs us that a full 
(Continued on Page #4) 

latest Arrivals 
AJ~BANIA, FriendshIp Comm .. (2) .31 

President postage .......•.. (8)1.93 
AUSTRALIA, Forrest Comm .. (1) .03 

1£ new design ..•........... (1)2.9() 
AUSTRIA, Costumes. Stampday(4) .19 

Posta~e dues ..•.•....•.•.• (17)1.43 
(J~E(JHOSIOV., aIrs provo ••.. (8)1.90 

o kr and Fuclk ..•......... (2) .28 
GUATEl\IALA, UnIversity alrs(3) .93 
HUNGARY, chain bridge aIr sht.(l)/!.'l'1! 

Chain Brld~e aIr, pstg. . ... (10)1.13 
LIEOHTENSTEIN, 5 rp pstg .. (1) .04 
LUXEl\mOURG, Rodange S. P.(4) .'7! 
NEPAL, Views ..•..... . •.•••• (9)1.10 
RUS!'IIA, Cattle BreedIng •••• (2) .46 

RevolutIon C()mm. • •.•••..•. (2) .46 
Airplanes. aIr ....•.. ..••..•. (8)l!.l!(I 

REUNION. air oyPt ••••••••••• (1)1.75 
SAA R. Industry PictorIals .... (15) .60 

Officials Coat of Arms .. . .. (12)1.20 
SWTTZERLAND. Pro Juventute(4) .36 
TUNISIA, Children S.P. • .•••. (1) .81 
VATICAN, UFO airs •.••.. .... (2)2.90 
TURKEY, Red Cross •.....• •.. (2) .11 

Mall Orders Only. 
1IIInimum Order $1.00 plellse. 
YOUR STAMP SERVTCE 

21140 Hudwon Blvd., .Jeney CIty 4, N.J. 

DeCember 19, 1~49 



cialty and too, a general collection how
ever incomplete tends to keep' one'5 
philatelic interest alive. 

With such a credo for a backl!round 
I should like to outline certain pos
sibilities for a general collection subject 
to the following limitations: (1) that 1 
believe in the right of every collector to 
collect as he pleases; (2) that I have the 
right to set my own limits determined 
by my interests and the small size of my 
philatelic budget; (3) that anyone may 
get from the following remarks ideas 
for other procedures. There is no one 
way to approach the problem. 

It should be clear from such an intro
duction that I do not contemplate a 
general collection to include all the 
stamps in the catalog. It should like
wise be obvious that one can make a 
l!:eneral collection and still omit certain 
groups of stamps. To form such a col
lection the eliminations are more oro
perly based on types of stamps-locals, 
semi-postals. postage dues cancelled to 
order. and so on-rather than on geo
graphical areas. Reducing the field on 
the basis of l!:eography leaves one with 
a limited collection. perfectly good but 
not considered here. 

We should remember that the dis
tinction between so-called "maior" and 
"minor" varieties is one thing in Scott. 
another in Gibbons. another in Zum
stein, etc. Such distinctions are of no 
significance to the collector who makes 
his own rules. 

In geperal the following- rules apply 
to my interests. 

(1) I much prefer those stamps which 
can be considered to have been issued 
to meet legitimate postal needs. This 
is indeed a thorny Question in which I 
do not propose to get deeply embroiled. 
Mv own criterion for determining 
which stamps fall into such a category 
is this: when I find a g-iven stamp un
used or cancelled to order I assume 
that it didn't meet a g-enuine postal need. 
Notice that this does not rule out un
used stamps except in cases where they 
seem never to have been I!enerallv used. 
This does automatically eliminate most 
of the miniature sheets contemporarY 
Russia's endless commemoratives, and in 
g-eneral the stamps of those rather num
erous "countries" that make their living
off the philatelic world. At the same 
time. "'genuinely used copies of such 
stamps are to me perfectly acceptable. 
in fact prized items. 

The se:lrch for. p05taQ" used copies of 

b~'cember 19, 1949 

are interesting for their elusiveneSs. It 
is not a question of price. That merely 
indicates the situation. 

(2) Since it is natural to want to at
tian some measure of completeness in 
any collection and only a millionaire 
can hope to acquire anything like a 
reasonably compJete worldwide collec
tion, one has to put other restrictions 
on his collection if he has an"y hope for 
completeness. My system has been to 
omit all overprints type-written, type
set, and handstamped a.dhesives. Granted 
that this eliminates in some cases rather 
interesting problems, it also does away 
with a good deal of monotonous repeti
tion of certain overprinted designs. I 
would guess that those omissions reduce 
the total number of collectible varieties 
by fifty percent, and at the same time 
leave for our collections practically 
every different stamp design ever made. 
The above eliminations also cut out the 
group, of stamps most often co~nterfeit
ed. 

One can make further limitations of 
this sort without damal!e to the over
all appearance of completeness: locals, 
state ~tamps, or the so-called postal
fiscals, for example. That. as in all 
cases, is a matter for the individual to 
decide. 

To go a step further, the collector 
can alWays leave out perforation and 
waterJOark varieties, a step I prefer not 
to take because the study of both is 
much too interesting for me to drop. 

Having reached this point the reader 

1944-49 COMMEMORATIVE 
We offer below a n a lmost complete Jistin 

last 5 years. 
Anything not satisfactory Is of course r 

PI.Blk. U 8.D1k. 
Fl. V.F.G. F. 

922 3c Rail.. - - .11 .13 
928 3c Steam. 35 .39 .11 .13 
924 3c Tele.. - .35 .10 .12 
925 3c COT"!'. . - 59 .13 .J5 
926 3c Movie - .39 .13 .15 
927 30 Fla. . .29 .35 .08 .09 
928 5c Conf. .28 .ao .Oll .10 
929 3c I . .lima .18 .20 .09 .10 
934 3c Army .18 .20 .08 .09 
9~5 3c Navy .. 18 .20 .08 .09 
9~6 3c <:. G ... 18 .20 .08 .09 
93!1 3c M. M . . 17 .20 .09 .10 
930 1c Roose . . 10 .11 .05 .06 
9~1 2c Roose. - .25 .11 .12 
932 3c Roose .. 19 .20 .08 .09 
933 fic Roose .. 31 .34 .13 .14 
937 3c Smith .18 .20 .06 .07 
9~R 3c Tpxas .. 18 .20 .10 .11 
940 30 Disch . . 18 .20 .07 .08 
941 3c T en , .. 18 .20 .08 .09 
942 3c Iowa .. 18 .20 .08 .09 

P 
] 

948 3c Smith .. 
944 3c Watts .. 
945 3c Edison. 
946 3c Pull. . .. 

947 3c Centeno . 
949 3c Doctor .. 
!l50 3c Utah .. 
951 ac Con st. .. 
952 3c Ever. . 
953 3c CaM'er . 
!l54 3c Gold .. 
!l55 3c Miss .. .' 
!l56 Rc Chap ... 
!l!;7 3c Wis". . 
9~8 5c Swedes . 
959 3cWomen . 
9RO 30 W11ite .. 
961 3c Can . . . 
962 3c Key .. 
9611 :lc youth .' 
965 3c Stone -

We desire to take this opportunity to wi 
and a very happy New 'Year. 

STANLEY GIBBONS, INC., 38 
MEKEEL'S WEEKLY 
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U. S. Notes and Comments 
(Continued from Page 416) 

pane of the 3c 1851 from Plate 4 was 
found some years back. This is cancell· 
ed by horizontal pen marks along each 
row. As we have stated before, three 
mint panes are known, one from Plate 
1 and two from Plate 3. We ourselves 
are still looking for mint blocks of the 
3c from plates 1 early, intermediate, 
late, 2E, 5E, 6 and O. After many 
years searching we have located blocks 
from -all of the 1c imperforate plates 
and all of the perforate mint blocks 
except plates 5 and 6. We have as yet 
to see any multiple mint pieces from 
these plates although a few used pairs 
and strips are known. In the perforate 
3c plates we have as yet to record a 
mint block from plates 10 or 11. These 
are undoubtedly around but as few 
would reco~ize them they are undoubt· 
edly in collections unknown to the 
owners. Used blocks are by no means 
common. We ran across a square 
block of nine with black town cancella
tion quite recently. 

Later in his letter Mr. Tracy states: 
''The criticism I make of many of us 
3c collectors is that we do not weed 
out the space fillers." Unfortunately, 
the remark applies to most collectors. 
This very fact tends to affect the value 
of a collection when it finally is sold. 
When you replace an average specimen 
with a fine copy whv not dispose of the 
duplicate? When there are hundreds of 
duplicates of the same stamps it affects 
the value of the finer items. For in· 
stance. we have in mind a very beauti· 
ful specialized collection of a certain 

,,stamp. The owner bought hundreds of 
these stamps where the differences were 
so slight they could not be noted. Still 
he continued to buv. Now that the 
stamps are for sale they will be difficult 
for any dealer to handle. With possibly 
6,000 to 8,000 of the same stamp listing 
around $5 unused and a little less than 
half as much used, where will a dealer 
turn to sell them? Of course if they 

can be bought at a price he can afford 
to hold them. But the owner naturally 
expects somewhere near his cost and is 
rightly entitled to it. In other words, 
if a man brought you a hundred 24c 
purple Bank Note issues vou would 
gladly buy them at a good figure but 
if he brought you ten thousand it would 
be impossible to figure near as much 
per stamp for such a quantity would be 
difficult .to sell unless at a materially 
lower price than the current market. 
What we are endeavoring to say is that 
in collectin!{, no matter how full the 
purse, do not buy several hundred of a 
stamp. Better increase the scope and 
have a more inclusive collection. When 
you go to sell. such a collection will 
command a much better price for it can 
be readily absorbed. If money is no con· 
sideration why, of course, collect the 
way you want. 

HOBBS BUYS SHEETS 
Hobbs Is one of New York's largest 

buyers of U. S. Sheets. We will pay a 
top price for any quantity' of any U. S. 
sheets. 

Weare now paying for U. S.: 
724 724 3c Wm. Penn .......... $ IS.OO 
725 30 Webster . . . . . . .. . . . .. .. .. 6.150 
726 3c Oglethorpe " . . . . . . . . . . . .. IS.OO 
734 DC Kosciusko ...... . ......... 11.00 
740-9 1-10c Parks ...... .. ......... 46.00 
835 3c Ratification ..... . .. . . . . . . 2.75 
838 3c Iowa .. . ..... _ . . . . . . . . . . .. 2.71S 
894 3c Pony Express .. ........• 10.00 
898 30 Coronado ................. 3.00 

Send any sheet you care to sell to us 
for O'llr examination and appraisal. Our 
check will be mailed for our top price. 
Your stamps will be held In abeyance 
for your acceptance. 

HOBBS STAMP CO. 
88 Park Row. New York 7, N. Y. 

SAVE TIME - USE THE 

FOLD-O-HINGE 
FOLDED 

~ 
'TRADE ""ARI( 

FOLDED 
HINGES 

PER 

PEELABLE 

From yoar dealer or direct 

FOLD·O·HINGE CO.. Niles 3, Mich. 



With no exact date of issue stated the 
P. O. Dept. has released the following 
new denominations: 65 o. vellow !!:reen 
(double letter rate plus registr., 70 o. 
blue (for money orders of Kr. 500:-, 
etc.). Both these stamps are of the Scot;t 
A56 type (S. G. T43) and manufactured 
in coils only, perf. vertically 127S. 
Sim~taneously withdrawn becaus~ of 

small use are the Scotts Nos. 306. 286. 
288 and 398 (S. G. Nos. 240. 225, 227 
and 306), the last mentioned one was 
issued in 1948 and has had but slight 
use, consequently an awakened sleeper! 

-TboTsten lngelotf 

Between the Book-Ends 
Coin collectors will gladlv welcome an 

excellent. new book, published by Har
per Brothers, 49 E. Hrd St., New York 
1.60 N. Y. entitled "Early American 
Cents," an informative volume bv Dr. 
William H. Sheldon, an authority on 
America's old coins. Numismatists will 
at once recognize the importance and 
usefulness of this work which embraces 
the U. S. cent-pieces from 1793 to 1814. 
We make an exception in our regular 
reporting of philatelic nature in order 
to announce this outstanding book. 
Price: $10.00. 399 pages plus 51 addi
tional illustrated pages. 

"Austrian Stamps and Their Back
ground, 1850-1937" by Marian Carne 
Zinsmeister, S'p.A. member, has recently 
been published by VanDahl Publications 
of Albany. Oregon. This worthwhile, 
26-page booklet on the stamps of Austria 
will be popular among collectors of the 
stamps of this country. Price: He. 

PORTUGAL & COLONIES 
EXCLUSIVEL Y 

Ask to see my complete seriee of 
approval booklets by country; want
lists cheerfully filled. References, 
please. 

L. L. KAY 
Box 526. Blchland Oenter, WI •• 

-ft,",Mft,~.,~~,ft,e,--

--.... ---.---.--

THE COUNl;RY 
#1-25, 01-024, li 

#1-17-PICTORIALS & COM1UEl\IORAT'I 
#18-25-HIGH VALUES & Al\UR KHAN 
#01-06, 011-015, 016--0FFICIALS 1945 
#017-024-1948 PICTORIAL OFFICIAL 
RECENT UPU COl\:U'LET/E-(Postage e J 

THE HOME OF THE 
BOX 30, JACKSON n 

.J. Avery Wells, 

Club Meetings 
Paul Humes will show and tell about 

his prize winning collectio.Q. of New 
Zealand at the December 23rd meeting 
which meets every Friday at 8 p. m. at 
of the Garfiel.d-Perry Stamp Club, 
the Allerton Hotel in Cleveland, Ohio. 
Arrangements are being made for Gar
field-Perry's Diamond Jubilee Show to 
be held March 17-19. 1950, Among the 
200 frames in the exhibition will be 
frames from the Postal Museum of 
Sweden, of nation-wide interest, and 
Col. Hans LagerIoef's outstanding col
lection of Czechoslovakia. Don Lybar
ger will be toastmaster for the banQuet, 
and an auction by Nelson P. LaGanke. 

The Austin Philatelic Club of Chicago 
will hold a Christmas Party December 
21. Meetings are held tlle first and 
third Wednesdays of each month at 
Austin Town Hall, Central and Lake, in 
Chicago. m. A newsy club bulletin 
"The Postmark", edited by Ll\nthony 
Russo, brings latest club notes to the 
members. 

NEWFOUNDLAND 
ALL IN SELE 

Since Newfoundland has joined Confedera 
attractive Issues. Complete your Newfoun 
has been Issued. Everything gua ranteed 
No. Dlk. MInt Used 
I, 8, 5 1857 I, 3, 5d 

Thick P. .......... - 88.50 48.110 
2 2d Scarlet verm.. - vgllO.OO 
6 6d Scarlet verm. , . 100.00 
7 6¥,d Scarlet verm. - 100.00 g 75.00 
8 8d Scarlet verm . . . 24.00 
1_ 811.0 2. O.I'ange.~ .. ~--.!=--_.82.00 __ ..,..._ 
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QUOTEU FROM LETTER FROM AUGUST DIETZ, SR. - JANUARY 10TH. 1950 

V(P1 r' 
/' 
I, oj I 
'/' NC~v..;.r 

1~ Bride, 
'l ~t 

",1 . f. 

ftNOW TO THIS SOMEWHAT UNFORTUNATE MATTER CONCERN'NG COL. HANCOCKS· PASTE_UP 

STRIP. AM ACQUAINTED W'TH THE CORRESPONDENCE. W.THOUT TELLING ME, AND BErORE SEND'NG 

THE OB~ECT rOR EXAMINATION, HE HAD SUBMITTED IT TO THE LA80RATORY OF CRIMINOLOGY or THE 

UNIVERSITY, WHERE PAPERS ARE MADE A SPECIAL STUDY. AND ALSO T8 THE riRM or BLAKE MorrlT' 

& TOWNE. PAPER MANurACTURERS, WHERE IT WAS EXAMINED BY THEIR CHEMIST. THE REPORTB WERE 

to THE ErrEC' THAT THE TWO PIECES or PAPER MAKING THE ~O'NT, WHILE or THE SAME rORMULA. 
WERE NOT or THE SAME ·BATCH· (THAT IS TO SAY, or THE SAME MILL.~UN). I WAS GLAD TO NOTE 

THAT MY rlNDINGS WERE CORROBORATED. IN rACT, THERE IS NO QUESTION IN MY MIND or ITS 
GENUJNENESS. No ONE BErORE. AS rAR AS I KNOW, EVER HEARD or SUCH A PROCEDURE, AND, 

MATURALLY, HAD NO REASON TO LOOK rOR A PASTE.UP. I AM SURE THAT WAS MY CASE. WHILE 

I 00 NOT HAVE THE TIME TO DISCUSS THIS MATTER._BESIDES I AM NO LONGER ON THIS COMMITTEE-

YOU AND COL. SHENS*ELD, AND WHOEVER ELSE IS ON THAT COMMITTEE, WILL HAVE TO riGHT IT 
OUT. Bu~ YOU MUST GET AWAY rROM THEORIZINQ •• STUDY THE MAKING or PAPER8. 

AND NOW JUST A FEW SENTENCES CONCERNING REVALUED HANOSTAMPEO PAlOS. I SHALL 

NOT BE LEO INTO A DISCUSSION or THIS QUESTION, LONG SETTLED IN MY MIND, AND CONSTANTLY 
BEING CLARlrlED BY COvERS THAT TURN UP AND ARE SUBMITTED TO ME. SINCE YOU AND COL. 
SHENrlELD ARE SWAPPING CARBONS or YOUR LETTERS TO ME, I NEED NOT REPEAT rORMER STATE. 
MENTS. I NEED ONLY ADDI Ir EITHER or YOU CAN EXPLAIN WHY UNUSED HANDSTAMPED COVER8 
(SOMETIMES ADDRESSED, BUT NOT USED) WITH THEIR ·PAID· AND RATE rlGURE ARE COMING TO 

LIGHT, I WOULD LIKE TO HAVE THE INfORMATION. THAT SUGGESTION ABOUT ·DOUBLE WEIGHT- OR 

ftDISTANCE" DOtSNtT HOLD WATER; OR ANY or THE OTHER THEORIES ADVANCED .. 

EARLIER COLLECTORS IN THE SOUTH WHO HAD GIVEN THOUGHT TO THE HAND8TAMPINGS 
(AMONG THE M THE LATE DR. PETERS). WERE EVER AT A LOSS TO UNDERSTAND WHY RICHMOND, THE 

CAPITAL CITY •• 'THPROBABLY THE GREATEST AMOUNT or MAILING IN THE SOUTH. NEVER ISSUED 

PROVI810NALS AS 010 OTHER CITIES. IT WOULD SEEM TO ANY ONE GIVING THE MATTER REAL 

THOUGHT, THAT POSTMASTER STEGER COULD NOT HAVE A LARGE CORPS Ot CLERKS TO HANOSTAMP 

EVERY LETTER THAT CAME IN ON THE HEAVY AfTERNOON DEPOSITS BY THE BUSINESS HOUSES, AND 
WEIGH AND -MAKE CHANGE - . SUReLY HE 010 NOT. BUT HE SOLO THESE HANDSTAMPED ENVELOPES 
IN QUANTlTaES TO THE CITIZENRY. ESPECIALLY TO BUSINESS HOUSES. IN rACT, I LEAN STRONGL'I 

TO THE BEllEr THAT EVERY RICHMOND "PAID 5 CTS.· (TYPE III) MADE rROM THAT SPECIALLY EN. 

GRAVED STAMPER REPRESENTS SUCH PRE-R.TED STOCK IN THE RICHMOND POSTorrICE. 

THIS TYPE ~B CIFrERENT rROM THE REGULAR ·PAID· STaMPERS. IT HAS NO DUPLICATE 
IN ANY OTHER SOUTHERN POSTorrlCE THAT I HAVE EVER SEEN. IT IS DISTINCTIVE. AND STEGER 
OR HIS CLERKS COULD RECOGNIZE IT AS ONCE rROu THE OTHER '~E8. IT WAS CUT rOR A PURPOSE. 
IF NOT. WHY NOT USE THE OTHERS ON HANO? 

BUT WHY GO ON? TIME WILL PROVE 'THESE THINGS. IN THE MEANTIME I ..,OULD SUGGEST 

INVESTIGATION INSTEAD or THEORiZiNG. I HAVE HAD MY ·SAY· AND WON'T BUDGE THE WIDTH or 

A PERrORATION rROM MY BELlEr. BUT. TOO. I AM NOT GETTING INTO ARGUMENTS OVER THE SUBJECT. 
I NEITHER HAVE THE TIME NOR INCLINATION, ESPECIALLY WHEN THE QUESTIONS REMIN08 ME or THE 
AGE-OLD DISCUSSION OVER THE COLOR Or MOHAMET'B BEARD' 

I 00 NOT CLAIM THAT ALL REVALUED 10C. OVER 5c. ARE PROVISIONALS: BUT IN PRACT_ 

ICALLY EVERY INSTANCE (UNLESS IT CAN BE PROVEN OTHERWISE) THE nRST 5c. !!.!. A PROVISIONAL, 

REVALUED, UPON PAYMENT or AN ADDITIONAL riVE CENTS. I COULD NOT IMAGINE ANY OTHER EXPLAN_ 
ATION, UNLESS J TOOK SEVERAL STlrr DRINKS. THEN I MIGHT ·SEE THINGS.-

ABOUT THE DATE ON ,}HE LONDON-PRINT fl VE CENTS. Ir THERE '8 AN EARLIER RECORD. 

IT .'LL GO INTO THE NEXT CATALOG. THE BULLtTIN PRINTS NEWS AS IT COMES IN. IF THERE ARE 

ERRORS, THEY WILL BE CORR£CTEOp-AS YOU KNOW I HAVE CONSISTENTLY DONE. I 00 NOT ANALYSE 
EVERY THING THAT IS SUBMITTED. I MERELY -TELL THE NEW8~.· 
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Mr. August Dietz, 

Van Dy~ Mac Bride. 
744 Broad Street . 
Newark 2, N. J. 

109 East Cary St., 
Richmond, Va. 

Dear Gus: 

January 12th, 1950. 

Thank you for your good letter of the lOth. 

The matter of Colonel Hancocks and his paste
up strip, is indeed most unfortunate. At no time did the good 
Colonel tell us tha.t he had had a laboratory exa::.ination made 
of the piece, until after he had "ordered" it returned to him, 
and this w""s in response to my letter stating that I would like 
the other members of our Authentication Co .1ttee to see it. 
Colonel Shenfleld. was the only other one I had time to show it 
to, and as I said in the letter in which I promptly returned the 
item to Colonel Hancocks, neither he or I felt "at all sure that 
the strip is an actual pasteup". There certainly was nothing of
fensive in my further suggestion tha.t a "complete examination by 
expert photography or other means be made", but it resulted in a 
rather sarCttstlc reply in which for the first time he told us 
that it had been examined by qualified persons whose findings ap
parently confirm his opinion, and yours. 

What you no tell me about that examination is 
in much more detail anc. is much more convincing than anything the 
Colonel provided. I think our Committee was ent tled to receive 
this helpful information when we first took up the matter, instead 
of being preemptori y order'ed to return the piece without ~ t, and 
before we had an opportunity to take more than an off-hand look at 
it. After all, it is a service to the ~.S.A. we are trying to 
render, and an uncooperative attitude such as this merely defeats 
that purpose. As olonel Hancocks closed his last letter ~ith the 
statement "as far as I a concerned no one will ever see . this item 
again", - I should point out that there is nothing else we can do 
al;>out it now. 
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As for the revalued H~ndst~mped Paies, - I am . 
cuite ready to admit that the locating of such envelopes in unused 
condItion forms prima facie evidence that they were prepared for . 
sale prior to use. Where such unused handstamped envelopes can be 

\ defini tely· tied in 'i th the post office which is sued them, I believe 
there is merit to the contention that they there!ore are entitled to 
be classed as Postmaster's Provisionals. Following logica ly along 
with thiS, it :night likewise be fair to clo.ss such Known cases as 
P •• Provisionals where the handstamp was revalued from 5¢ to lO¢~
IF, there is nothing about the dating, destination, or other indicia 
which might produce some other "answer" in the case of a particular 
cover. 

I a~ glad to note that you do not claim that ALL 
revalued hands tamps are necessarily Provisionals, but I think the 
burden of proof lies with proving that a certain one IS, rather 
than having to rove that everyone of them IS~'T. As you well say, 
however, "Time will prove these things", - in the meanwhile we all 
should continue to study the matter with open minds. 

I mioht also add that you ~re quite right in con
tinuing to point out that Richmond, the ~apital of the Confederacy, 
apparently never ciid issue 0. reco nized 2 .•• Provisionu.l, and that 
that is indeed strange. It is entirely likely that Dr. Peters and 
other early students including your gooCi sell, are corr'ect in believ
ing that the odd form of the Type 3 of the tiichmond "PAID 5 cts" hand
stamp indicates that it was prepared to use on the vast number of 
Richmond envelopes ~sed by business firms and others in th~t city, 
prior to mailing_ Evel.l though that is necessarily the veri "theoriz
ing" which you Guite properly wg,rn us against using, I do think it 1s 
logical. Perhaps again here, - ti e will prove these things! However, 
I · am afraid that it still violates your "rule of not making a state-
.ent that you can't prove tt , as yeti 

' We all will of course, see to it that the correct 
ear liest dates of us e for thE::: various regul.E::.r General Issue stamps go 
into the next catalog. Than s a lot for the duplicate unused hand
stamJ~d envelopes with hich you presented e. Also for tracing that 
uarterlnasters Depart ",nt hands tamp whic h I sent you. And f lnally, 

than you for yOUI' com limentary remarks a out my recent articles in 
sIr PS and EI C l HILA TELIST. 

MacB/HK 
.S. Put me down too, for an "under riting suoscription for 10 copies 

of the ne cata ogt I'i be interested to YJlOW ho. the responses on 
that suoject are coming in, as a result 0 the article in the last 
Bulletin. 



VW' Dvk ~A" .... ~ 

Col. Hobert Hancocks, 
16310 Banco St., 

14 ~ 
Newark>. E# 

San Leundro, C~lif. 

Dear Col;nel Bahcoc s: 

December 14th, 1949. 

ThanK you very :!luch for seLding me your "paste 
up" strlp of the CJnfede.r<...te iO Type I stamps for eX<.t1lin&
tion, which arrived today. It is indeed a most nterestlng 
oOject, 'and I h, ve never seen one befcre. 

BecE;. .. se of the unustltil character 01' this 1 tern, 
I thou ht that the other ID9mbers of our Authentication COU!.
r.Ll. ttee would Ii"e to examine 1 t. I ~~r.: therefore taking the 
liberty of senning the ,ie ee to r. L. L. Shenfield, the 

airman, tocny , vith tho request that he for ard i t to Mr . 
Ashbrook , ho !n""y" wish to photogr6 ... h it :for the r t!ord . He 
w.ill then return it cl1ectly to you, together with any com
ments thereon l~ich may see applic~bl. 

!.' ova.l, 
tiO!l. 

MacE/me 

I tru~t tha.t t~is will a 1 meet ~ith your ap
nd I . ~c.nt to thanK. you ~r. rtC vance for your cl)oper&.-

Cordial y 



."f of 

\ 

J:rn by.i<. 1 1 

""1:4 I' (\ ..... ..' .... t 
I .W.".,..t,., t" 11 . 

e 5 A Ivt-Z;:;; t....ea- e-{ 

Col. Robert Hanc~cks, 
16310 Blanco Street, 

-

San Leandro, California. 

Dear Colonel Hancocks: 

) 
December 21st, 1949. 

In view of the contents of your letter of December 
17th, received this morning, I hasten to return your "paste-up" 
strip of the 10¢ Engraved Confederate blue stamps. You 'ill find 
it enclosed. 

The motive involved in my desire to have my associ
ates on the Authentication Committee, Cols. Shenfield and Ashbrook, 
see this item, was the very natural one of having it examined, noted, 
and photo raphea for the general g od of Confederate philately . r 
have, ho ever, had time to show it only to Col. Shenfield, but I am 
sorry to say that neither of us feel at all sure that the strip is 
an actual "paste-upft. Possibly there are points about it which we 
could not see or did not recognize, but thus.far at Ie st we fail 
to find s fficient evidence to prove that two ~leces of paJer ere 
joined together before the printing in this case. 

A more complete examina tiOll by t:;xpert photogra hy and 
other means, .ight prove that we are r::mf, in the matter, and I ven
ture ' t o suggest that you have this done by so ·e recognized authority 
before doing anything else with this pie ce. Certainly the informa
tion .hich you say you got "sixty five years ago from the man who 
.)rinted it", and which assume is that quoted in the C.S.A. Bulletin 
#22, caf'Jlot serve to prove anything about this particu ar plece , 
which you state you acqu~red "only last February". 1.0. all the minute 
study which Confederate stamps have received over the years, and 
particularly recently, e understand that no paste-up piece has ever 
been discovered, and therefore it would seem that a most careful ex
amination of this ·partictlla.r piece ould be needed to substantiate 
your -present 0 fnion of it. 

Until this is done , and depending upon the results 
thereof, I would of course be entirely unable to advise you as to 
its probable price valuation. 

Very truly yours, 

MacB/HI( 



Stan, 

Enclosed is block of 8 of 
loi imperf. These be;}on~ to Jack who 

• is here now. He claims ~hey are 
, plated by Chase and contain one re-cu 

74L. Under high power mag. it does 
not look so to me. Also the right 
stamp in the second row should then 
be "Curl in forehead!! variety. I see 
no curl. r,'iaybe the piece has been 
scuffed up too much. ~lhat is your 
frank opinion of this piece. 

vu •. r 

Jack says Hello . 

M~ HAROLD W. STARK 
P. O. _ .... ox 288 

Ann Arbor, Michigsil 
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~r . Harold W. Stark, 
P. O. Box 280, 

Ann Arbor, llich. 

DeHr HaT'old: 

.Tan. 17, 1950. 

Yours with enclosures l"oceived. I will reply to your 
letter later as I an sm~t of under tho weather today - feeling 
rotten. Maybo it is tile weathsr or maybe "it i3 sonothin I eet." 

Ho - :the IO¢, block. I remember thin block quite well 
and I have a )llOtO I r"J.Hda of: it in 1919. At that th 0 · it belonged 
to Chase . The poncll nnrks on back are his b l.t tho plating i3 mine . 
Tho n tanp in tipper right 1s the recut '7'.!Ll nnd the 05Ll 3u~"'e does 
show the "curl " in the hend. "hen I lant so. '! t hls bloc~~ - 30 yoars 
ago - it hnd hoavy pen lines Hcross the top and. tho recut top 01' 
'74Ll could not be detacteci under tho heavy ink cnneel. Chase didn 't 
know the positions when he sent it to l'!l.O . I had plnted the ontire 
bottom row and the 85Ll curl. fJ.hU8, thru tho If curl" I vms able to 
plnte the block and-rostnte thf. t the uppar ri5ht stm;;.p wns the 74Ll 
recut though no recuttL~e could )() seen, hecause of the h6c'l.V".f ink 
cancel. 

I navel" knew what became 'Of the block aftor I j:~turnod it 
to r.hnse , and, thereforo, i have no 1dcn \lho cleaned off the pen 
mru.'"'ks nt top. 

When I return the l)lock to you I wil.l include E'.. photosraph 
that I l1lUdo iT'! 1919 - but ploaso take Bood CHro of it as it :i.s the 
only one I hc'l.ve. As a pen cIa ned bloek I really don ' t knOl'l whnt 
to say about the value. It may be lorth 'lrt300 .00 but I douht it. 
l:oBt everyone, :.lke yourself , \/ou.ld have to take ITlY :1oro t;ha.t the 
plating 1s correct Rnd that the '74Ll :!..s a '.i'ype IV. I neVt,ir conside::'od 
that this block ~howed all fe'll"!:' t:ipes. \'/11:"J.e it was a bJ.oel: that 
contained poS~tiOlJ8 tho. t lncluded all the four it p rfor-ntc t:nJes it 
certainly did noJ.; show tho fo11.1' typos. U1Athor it cloos f; Ten noVI 
after tho cleanine is quest. ionable . EvAn undn' your binot;u.lar you. 
vore v elJ' doubtful m'ld you have an oye far sup ~rior to the nV,:i7:iGe 
student 01' collector. It certa inly :t.:1 not COJ1iX\PCl.blo -;';0 Hi' block 
in any ... my. 

I _ aendi."rJ.g a copy of t_.in 1, ttur to Jack. 

With bo ... ,~:iishcs -

Cordia. ly yours , 



, 

:Mr. J. G. Fleckenstein, 
419 Union st., 

lonia, il ic11. 

Dear Jack: 

• Jan. 19, 1950. 

I run today returning to Harold the bloclr of eight of 
the lOst 1855, and with it I run sonding hila a print of the 
photograph tha.t I ma de of this Item mal)Y years ago. 

You inquired of me if I thought it Vlould be a fair 
trade if Harold would s mp his 1¢ 1857 - PIa te 12 block for this 
piece. I suppose you refer to a block that Ilnrold purchased in a 
Harmor Rooko sale. I hHve a photoc;raph of it somewhore. I do 
not recall whnt Harold paid but I do have a rocolloction that the 
1st block vms in rathor fine condition. Whether such a s\1ap would 
be fair Oi'" not I do not knoll, but I can answer in this vlay. If 
I owned Harold's block I culd not rooke such a trade. It vlOuld 
be nn entil'oly different proposition if the Type IV :fan in fin 
condition. It certainly is not,as I Vlrote Harold on the 17th. 

I congratula.te you on your 1'e., arks on the block of 10;;. 
You were v e ry s 1re that the Chase markings ,ere correct - Th:s 
displayod quito a keen oyo - but J a ck, it[t always a sai'e bet that 
Chase is right. \:'Jhen Chaso sont t hat block to me years ngo he 
had no idea as to its plato positions. I was the firs t one to 
plate the bottom row - rlhile he may havo noted the mnall curl, on 
85L, ho had n o idea. a s to t h o plate pooition. At thntti."1o, thero 
were several largo collections of the lOst and I borrowod oach one -
the ChOoso collection, the Ram..matt collection, the Alvin Good 
collection. the ETerson collection, tho GeorGe Walcott collection 
and many s t1aller ones. \lith all this l".laterial I VlClS able to re
construct tho greater part of the plnte. 

One of the oat interesting featuros of the 10~! Plate 1 
are tho misplaced transfers in the top row of the left pane. 
Similar to the 1st Plate it is po~slble to eet in Cl horizontnl pair 
a co bination of two types - Types III and II. In ali. the 206 
positions. this occurs only once - viz - 2Ll, Q Type II and 3Ll a 
type II. Such 111.ptH·.f pall'S are v.ry, very scarce. You wuldn't 
think it to be a fact, ,1'ut such a pair is 'lorth about " 250.00 . 
They are many ti os as rare ns a ~1r including ~ - the one Type II 
on Plato One Lato. 

fi ith best wishes -
Yours etc., 



, 
Earl Antr:tIl'l, 

319 Rolly st., 
J1nmpa. Idnho. 

Etrl: 

Jo.n. 10, 1950. 

Here\'lith the cove~s as pel' youra of recent date. lfihese are 
quite a nico and interesting lot and I enjoyed going over them. I 
have numbered each one for roference so here m'G Bono co .. ents: 

llo . J. - I th:!.n~: it is i'ortulY':1. te thnt th1.3 \/:lS not mailed n.t Charlotte
villt::t, Vn. 0'1 r:,.w 01, 1861. 1.ad Huch OCCll.rI'cd 1 t wo t1d hnve required 
a 3rt U. S . and it Vlolla have boen lol:lvorcd just t 1e SalilO, thus it 
would huve boon n 1flC\t day U. s. and not noo.rly so c1p,01rablo o.s it Is 
now, a Firs-'{j Day Confad. Post of.flcen in the Confoderacy didn't pay 
any nttention to Blair 's ordol" but rathor to Reaeal1 '3. I would ruther 
have this covel" than the noxt one .. lio . 2. 

ito. 2 - A nice item. I had sovernl or more r:a'1 31 at one time .. all 
C.S.A. post offices. 

lto • .3 - . bem1.ty - nove!' saw this b0fore . 
No . 4 - Ditto. 
no. 5 - Yes, t;1is is just about tops in Confed Packots and your analysis 
is oOY'J~ect, but \-:hat was pasted in t 0 upper right corner? 

lTo. 6 - I do not .recall that I h.a va ever seen this st icker before. 

No. 7 - Tho Aner" IJ~tter 1<~xpress covers \.ith the paste-up on back are 
very rare. This is nics . Hailed under separate coven,'" to the company 
at J~oui8ville. One \1onders why the Uorth(u-aner \lsed 0. U. S . star die. 
It \1aS still good in tho Uorth but no Booel in the South. 

O. 8 - I thought your remarks on thIs CO'70r referred to your 1 o. 1 
cover hero. This cover is certainly a wonder. T ailed at Boston on May 
28th, 1861 'tIlth instructions to .. ~end by n const-wine sten or the Emily 
Keith. Doston should have "'ent it to tJ1e D.L.O. but instead it \ms 
probably handed to the ship. Into the ChArloston p. O. on June 4, 1061 
it vms, o£ course, unpaid llnd l"nte 1 nil n ship letter. SO:'1oone stamped 
it with o.n 118" but this WA.fJ mnrked out dth the grid. \nlY 81 I do not 
knovl • 

. Jo. 9 - . daMS NoVi Orlenns. in green. Also now to !'le. Qui1,o a nice cover. 
110. 10 - 20¢ Bisect. Vor¥- l ute use. Most i"1teresting. 
no. 11 - Interesting . 
lio. 12 - I agreo with your remarks - very properly .. not thru the 
blockade but around. I fail to Roe much dirference. 

no. 13 - Nice pair of K & B. 
no. 14 - l oat 1nteresting 



#2 . r . Earl Antrim, Jun. 10, 1950. 

no . 15 - lot dny of secession but tho dny after, HS you stated. 

Ho . 16 - This covor of Au~ . lu, 1862 is tho earliest usc !ffiom to r10 
of tho 5f! Ric 'lOnd print on locnl papor. Tho enrl10st usa of a 
Richuo d print on De LaRue pap')!" is Aug . 15, IGG2. 

You r. i{!ht quote 1() to I:l" ~3. Antri , to tho effect that I con 
aider rno:10Y liealV' l.'1vesto(l in Confederates as one of · the snfost f or 10 
of investment. By 1180l1- I moan , th t it takos brains and kno • .-lodGe 
to 1.l1.vest wisely. One has to kn0\1 his ntuff ns you do - They haven 't 

de Rny ganut e Confederates fOl~ 85 yom's and nono will oval" be rnndo 
egai 1 . It, is t~te thnt one snc:r1.ficos inca 0 but safety of plinc1pal 
1s far 1'1orc "mportant than inco 0, provided one CHll do without the 
latter. 

aves of ph~_lntells~a aro apt to get tho iI'1prossion tm t we 
spond mo .GY to sntinfy our cravi .> to collect - the fa.ct is , we a:-ee 
put£lng nonc~· awn for our fan11y. The 1'101'0 expensive the 1 tens 
Plli-'"cbnsed

l 
tho better tho invest.lent - that is ,• if the buyer lmO\7S what 

ho is doing. You oertnil'l.J:y do. 

Yos, thern is some talk thnt Dietz '7111 iss 10 n nevI catu10gue 
in the nenr future, out possibly .lot dur~.nG 1950. 

ABs.in thanks for your kindnecw . 

'ith best \1ishos -

Cordiull. yo'r , 



EARL ANTRIM 



EARL ANTRIM 

319 HOLLY 

NAMPA. IDAHO 



Ymi.l'S o~ 1;110 14th recoivod ill ... I U ... nl: th!lt your 
"olutio l 0 ho.1 rJ :~. Kee! Q cov·,r it;; 

.. .;h(t COV'.'P fr 0.. Bor liOl. :tnto :;11 .)'J.o!';ton. I !1ay
June, 18';)1, vhe"'o mu, no U. D. u' A.>, ). l't..t.c for unp~ i ,;m.a 11 . The 
Act of ... ~H ('11 . ,# 1.863 pro 'i(lod i't):;.' (, C on )IE'; rr- t, on un'!Jaid L. a:Ll . 
I supposo t .... o I •. , 't on /0''.).:''-' C ov .1."1 W,t'" o,trnpJ.y ~, on. 30 0 p:'ckinC up 
thf, ~.l·or.E; f·'fl.'.p0i." . '.'.'10 })ostt,m j) . O. s';roly k?1e\": tho lotteJ' v:ou~d 
1'0 C11 Charleb\;on fJ.f'tor JW10 :v·t J e I vLy, Gho't:.l(l :Joston bothor to 
ra.te it. Per}rqw th Il ).AID" li ... L ',).".~oc1 ~:\; .Bo.tpn nnd p~rha.)s tho 
let tel' \.uo. n ·om d :h t';t) t ... i.~ GharJ 0 ... ton p. o. \t i~; JJ. no flceo'W ting of 
tho "Ship" :... ... aio . Aft,) .. " all, iJh::; ~l1G 'lu. td'lG/ 'bother nbo",:i; it? 

t 7rw 110 CApcnso to t}(~ (!.l).A. P.' .D. PGr.h{ilx~ th" f'o:..."'er inc; 
powtE gC} vm.:1 not :Pl' paie: tut t 1(;" th; II f} i>1(licated th Confed. 
postagc1 duo J:'om Ghn j"lenton to Cfrocr,V'illa , L. C. 

rll"st .. A'Y ... .2.2'::'.! 2_0 • .l.~~:.-. ;r nOVal' too { tme out. to :t,'o
cord cc)vers used on dl tes ox' n0c8Bs'i.Qll "Lut I- < m vcnit:J.vQ I Il£1.ve 
seen J.1 cov ~r w:!. ... 11 a t'onth. CH:!'o~ ~.!\ I';' "\;3 ', en D-=c. SO, l~" o. I J~ocall 
s611 t .. g ['.. CO"" ,1" to r.n J la.bn:r.·J. CGllo{~~~<")l' wH.!cl un '~hE, clay 1~.!-'~Ut st'l1te 
Bac dOl'. 

J\"L.l S. nno:.... - .. : 1 .. 1.~~ ;"0_ t ~) ~! ntoctu--. ; 1 '} e.QV· or :LB 

a rRri'l;y. ttl:l.llk 1)tls h ~'.d t~ 1) \::... u.,{.cl ,~oro ,d n c<.m.Jo_? Il:U 1<ing 
than n corn!)r ct'.:"d. ::f~'poltl .}:·Oi):U 1 f <l 't cover '.: .. L.l n 8}~ Rod :3::'0\71'1 
t ad by thin 'rlr.r.d.ll' nd n !~ ",c1 'lAId 'I)C~ ~;mn:'1~. ~J!3' I i.ew ')' :_n n ' 
Conrad. Book. It ',:n. d<trp.3Hocl to !dch!' ond c.md. , of' ,OUI'LH:, Hent 
under SOpHr~t" covcc ~~t:l "~: .. e U. 3. }!Onth~' p.d.d. ! have ! . .'oen ~y~hor 
covers fi:'Ofu 11 • • .J.G~ C-;EI~" • Pm (:JtfL:}Jl(~~ t 10 VI .'G .rl(J'oij'"' ci to "1.1"5 . 
"Jhnrton J. Green l Henderson" l. e. , nnd oth had 10;'. ol1i'od .. ta .• pu -
( #210) - !30th ~ere SC'1t 'lr.MOr SCI l'r...1;e COw,'j! o:'! pC)j'·hl.1pe '0y hUJ..ld . 
No censor lcark1.."1S 0 .. t1thv<:" 01,0. IJot 2('1 in tnc To~'\; Stile lookt d 
l~ke a corner but ;U' .. it illS ndcu"enre to lithir. the COI~fQdox·3.cy it 
must hav~ boon 1:1 cens.or l!IH1'king. Con you , ... ivc me the udjress? 

Re - Cover #~56 in ny Confad. 001--:. I neVf-tr hear" of n 
prepayrr.entoi' tho o.clvert1nocl rata. SU.ch n f'E)(J waH co:l.lacttJd. from 
tho ldiuiCl.uA.l upon 1101:1. ver:y • I don f t th mk tlla t they WQu1t put a 
2¢ s tamp on a lotteJ." and ca\ncol it just to shm' that art ndvcrtis 1ng 



fee hud beon paid. Govor ,n{16 bolonBs to Phil \1ftI' d nnn I eXlUuinod 
it very carof\111:f. It is . ndcYIlbtadlJ eonuin(). I au fl't9otod n (} x 2¢. 
Drop. but 1 think otherwise . Uo one t}m t I kno~7 of 11n.s ever been 
able to expla.L't1 ~i/hy thero Wl1.S 12¢' on the WnY.'d COVf.)l'" . ! note you hUVQ 

, a 10~t Drop - but ju"'t because yoo1'" covor h s a. Richmond p~ . • it> no 
cOTtatr. ~.ndio.A.t5_on that it origind~od in Richmond. It could have 
been )J'cpE:.:i.'ed f Ol~ lu.dl1ng olsev/horo and was cHrriod pl"'ivn,1;oly to 
RichlOl1.rl t lld ran.ilod there . As such it would not actun,lly be nn over
paid ;;ro • 

"~' 



744 BROAD STREET 

NE"WARK 2, NE"W JERSEY 

,Mr . Stanley B. Ashbrook, 
33 North Fort Thomas Ave., 

Fort Thomas, Kentucky. 

Dear Stanley: 

January 21st, 1950. 

This is about the enclosed fake Confederate cancella
tions, which you said you would like to see. ost all of these 
originally came out of the Knapp collection of counterfeits and 
fa~_ es, which you know I bought at the Knapp sale some years ago. 

No.1 - Apparently has that same Sperati(?) New York PAID cancel 
as on the 2¢ Red Browns, except that this one is in bl~~ 
on the 10¢ Engraved Type I stamp. The two 2¢ Red Browns 
I sent you recently, are again enclosed for comparison, 
comment, etc. 

No.~ - Providence, R.I., in ~ on lO¢ Engraved Type II stamp! 
~-----------~-----

Nos.3=J - Two fake Richmond cancels on 20¢ Green stamps. 

Nos.5-6 - An oval Atlanta, Ga. cancel in blue, on a 5f Green)a~¢ALd~ 
-------a~~ and the 20¢ Green. 

No.1 - Blue circular Atlanta )"63", cancel on the 2¢ Red Brown. 

Nos.8-9 - "Modern" black cancels on the 2¢ Red Brown and the 
---rOt Blue Type I. 

No.lO - Charleston, S.C. Cancel on a fake lO¢ Frameline. 

No~1 - Grid cancel on a fake TEN. 

No.12 - Charleston, S.C. cancel on ---- 20¢ Green, on piece. 



- 2 -

You may find something which differs from my descrip
tions above, - which I would be glad to hear about. Do anything 
you wish with these as to noting, photographing, etc. for possible 
futur e us e and reference. Then return to me at your co nvenienc e, -

, no hurry. ------
I have quite a few more fake cancels, and many on cover. 

The latter include several Richmond, Va., Princeton, Va., Auraria, 
Ga., Emory, Va., Staunton, Va., Mobile, Ala., Norfolk, Va., Memphis, 
Ten~., grids, etc. etc ·. All and any are of course available to 
you at any time! 

As Ever, 

v/~ 
~ ---

MacB/HK 



AMERICAN PHILATELIC SOCIETY 
COLLECTORS CLUB 

COMMISSIONS EXECUTED 
APPRAISALS 

, 

II 
EZRA D. COL E RARE POSTAGE STAMPS 

NYACK, N. Y. T.elepFione Nyac~ 9'"'6 

x. atanley B. Ashbrook 
33 ! • Fort Thomas ~venue 
Fort Thomas , Kentucky 

Dear stan ; 

1M 

January 25, 1950 

Look this cover over and 
see whether we think we could make any
thing on it if we have to pay ijplOO . 

The two bottom stamps are 
bad. As a block I think it ~JOuld be bet
tel' ufi' the cover, but villa t are your ideas? 
This comes in a trc..de with Cl. lot of other 
material to a dealer who does not handle 
u. s . stamps. If it is not vlOrth ;ullOO , 
what could we pay for it • 

.c.DC:hk 

Enc . 

a F T/rtJ ( t: 7 7c 'l 

- . ( r/v,-e 

-



Mr . Ezra D. Cole, 
Nyack, N. Y. 

:qear Ez: 

.Tan. 28, 1950. 

Herewith by return mail the cover with 
the block of six of tho 10¢' 1857 - No Ez, I think 
that this r;ould bo a poor buy at ~: IOO.OO. Its 
value is only as a block of four 01'£ cov('r and 
its not so hot as a block of f01.U', ns porfs cut at 
bott om. \lith R 11 the Eno 10¢' material coming on 
the mnrl:et , this (in my opinion) would not be an 
1tel'1 that could be noved v 0ry fast. And finally 
I do n ot have much of a dCI1mnd for lO¢, 1807 I:illterial. 

Regards -

Yours fltC ., 

:.~ ,. 

i.' .;' 



.Tan. 5, 1990 

D~. Cnrroll Chase, 
n.F.D. 1, 

Milford, N.H. 

Deur Doc: 
, 

Yours of the 2nd received with return of the ChaI'lcston, 
S.C. l~'~'~ rnte covr.!'. I run. sorry but I havon't any of those 
left with the Havana. I find that I have Gnhehor one liko tho 
one that I sent YO''- - the full letter shoot - unted "Habann - 21 
March 185l!l - Addrr)a~ed to Philadelphia and the Charloston P.l·!. 
~71th 1/12;/' dated filM. ~5." - Also routed Per HIsabel" (spellod 
YSABEL 

. ore is SO:r:B datn on t~'fl lB06-18~)9 ~~"press Hail (sometimes 
• called tho Fl'''st Pony Jrxpress) . 

Service irlmt~p.u"atod 
tnsid.neton to !:C'1 "Orleans _ oV 15 1836 
Colur:ID1.a, ~~ .C. to 0ha:,."lesto::1 .1ay 11, 183"1 
Wash1n~ton to Cincinmt);! July 1, 1£.;:')7 . 
Dayton, O. to ~)·l~ . Ilou:1.s Oct. 1, 18;5'7 
C inc i'l: nR ';1 to Honteol !.G:i..ry- , J'\.1n. Oct. 1, 1837 

Prop.c'1.¥! l~nt 
heqUiron t)y Act of C:onr:ro[,s Oet. 12, 1[337. 
Probably 'font lnto effoct !lov. 1, 10:-:)7. 

Latest Uso 
I eannot find my nel1lO but I think tho latest use I have 

avor scen v;as SOf:le-cirno in Juno or .Tnly 1839. A US0 even in Hay 1839 
13 v o".:..--y scar-cG. strange to relHt~, I h.-we n:3Vi7Y' seen but one cover 
f~:'om Phil:tdelph1o.. Uses frof'1. S I.e TJ(')niu or Cinc inn<:lt1 m"c vory 
s~nrC0 nnd 11 ha'1clstrunped "U. s. Y";:Pl~CS3 Bn:tl!1 is a most dosirnble 
item. Last leok, I sold a cover l'rom ! eON OrlAans to London. Such are 
good thin33 to hold onto . 

v':lth best wishes -



• Croll Chnso, 
R. } . D. 1, 

, ~llf'o d. f . T. 

DO( r Doo: 

t 

-' ceivorl 'lth chon: fo·' . 00. 

If. this 13 not 

o or . 

\, .75 
1 . 50 
2.~~' 
3.00 

OOV 1'<} - y, ill r c 11 th t thonc 

Pith b t ;;ls .... u -

YOUrs otc " 



· . 

Dr . Carroll eha flO , 
R. F . D. 1, 

, Milford, N. H. 

DeRr Doc: 

. . Under sopnrute covor, by insured parcol post , I am 
sending you a. V0ry fino seloction of' 35 F..xpror3s 11[o.il covers -
sineles ... dcubles# t:r.-Iplc and qund. I nm making you a special 
price of :;)125 . 00 for ·the lnt . If you don ' t caro for tho entire 
lot , kfJOp what you want and pay me Y;hatever you think is rie ht. 
As I wrote you I have b(wn eett inC excollont pricos for those 
covers nnd I hnve refused tu sell any to dealers because I 
dIdn ' t want to run tho risk of anyone cutting my prices . 

I :r'egY.'ot to state that at tho prcnont. time I haven ' t 
any f'rorl allY cities except Mobile and New 01'leans . The plain 
thruth is - wnenaVGl" I can lay hands on any other cities I have , . . severa .... ony-oX's. 

I EU:l enclosing h0J.>cwith o.n R.l"'ticle i.)y Hinman that 
appeared in "stn. lpg" - pleaso rHturn. I also hnve some other da.ta. -

'\. very fine - v(n~r J.ntorostine - nnd 1 t 11 submit if' you.ca~ to soe 
t~:'" it . I h rW8 lone; -i.'t tonded to \~Tito em articlo on the .I.!I . l~ . and h:we 

lindquist ~JLllllish it in booklet form. I think that it wO',1d havo 
a 800d sn16 and v;onl" cr~atG quite C1. demand fOl" the covors . 'rho 
oaly tro·,lblo is that they are so rtn.rn acn.:!'.'cc. 

I v ,ry foolishJ.y t.olcJ. i :n1"d ui)out tr.e E.l'1 . fly€: or s5.x 
yenTs aeo and he J'.l1.Hl boen buyine up ev()ry one th'1..t rm.8 a b1t unusual . 
I should nGver have lrl.cntloned trlcrn to hir:1. Honld you beliov e that I 
have never soml ".Jut one :Cron Philndolphia. - and l/m'd has ncvcX' been 
able to acquire ono . 

A daR) or flown Enst . rote me l!..\f:rc S"tU1.l'1OY' and stated he hn.d 
some E . !1. covers for Dalo. I vJ!"ote him to submit . He hnd about 
f our or five , none priced under' ';;25 . 00 onch. He eot poc ....... ed because 
I advised his pr·icr.s ~(lre much too high n.nd that I would supply 
him with single j"ntos at n third af' hJ.s pl"'ices. 

A handstumped cover- is so cthine; Ot1.t of this r:arld. T 
would be surpl"1sed if as ma.ny s U d07.on 0..1'0 iT". c~istence. 

He· - my l\3tter of the 10th returned herewith. The 1853 
was an er-.L'or . \thnt I WEt..'1t is a sot of the 3t 1851 year colors. 
11would l:tko an co .')11 te a set au :9ossible - that :1..s - "Irarions 1851 
O. B. ts - tho "ar10111:1 ,aS52 shades - 1853 - 1854 - 18t)5 - 1856 and the 
various clarets , brmms a.nd pl'lWl3 of 1357 . PIa. ted cOl)ioS not rcqJ. ired. 

This MH been the queerest winter I ever experienced. 
This is Jan. 20th and so far tb.oh vo had no snow oxcept just a trace 
on several occasions . And this in sp~te of u lot of ra1n and several 



Form 3813 RECEIPT FOR INSURED MAIL 
CAUTION-Indemnity will not be paid unlen this receipt or other 

equivalent evidence of insurance is su~milted. 

~::~~~~~~~~~~IC~-~~~~~:~::-~~~~~~~~~~Q~~~:~ 
Special delivery _____ _____ cts. Special handling __________________ cts.. 

Return receipL _____ ____ cts. Restricted delivery ________________ cls. 
Fragile_ _____ ___ __ __ ____ ___ _ Perishable ______________ ___ ________ _ 

(Postmark of 

Mailing Ollice> 

--------- ----- --------(Oth;;~_;;d~r~~~;~tj------ ---------------- POS~J85-8 

NOTICE TO SENDER.-Enler below name and comptele address of addressee. Sbow also il~:~;;,~d!r~-ol;;o~h;~I:.~~ 
SENT TO ______________ ________________________ ___ _____ ___ __ ___________ ______________________ _ 

IMPORTANT.-READ OTHER SIDE REGARDING ENDORSEMENTS AND INDEMNITY. 

S/IIF'SAVE THIS RECEIPT UNTIL PARCEL IS ACCOUNTED FOR 



SAVE THIS RECEIPT 
It i. under.tood that unle •• specially noted on face of receipt parcel con

tained no fragile or perisha ble matter" No indemnity w i ll be paid for darna • ., 
to fragile or spoiling of perishablo matter rOAulti n g from the a b sence of the 
required endor8ernent~ 

If this receipt is not available in CBse of damagel a poiIing, o r par tia l 10 • • , the 
wrapper of the parce] bearing the endorsement 'INSUR ED No.. ____ __ __ ____ ," 
together with the serial number a.signed to the p a rcel, may b e aubll'litted for 
consideration as evidence of insurance. 

Claitn Dlust be filed within 6 months from date parcel was mailed. 
Each article for which claim i. filed .bould be described and value ata ted-

~h~~\~ti.~ ':!~;:~~:d~aliF ·1kj.~~i.E'~I\t~RE r.N;Tr N'f~~..k;d:ll::.:~:lf:; 
depreciation due to age or uae. 

SCHEDULE OF DOMESTIC INSURANCE FEES 
FEES (Including Canada and Newfo undland) "INDEMNITY 

5 cents __ _____ __ __ __ _____________________ ____________ ______________ Va lue u p t o $5 
10 cents ________ _________________ __ ________________________________ Va lue up to $10 
15 cents _________ _____ _______________________________________ • _____ _ Value up to $25 
20 cents ______________ _______________________ __ ____________________ _ Value up to $50 
25 cents _________________________________________ ___________________ Value u p to $100 
30 cents _____________ ___ _____________ • ______________ • ____ • ________ ._ Value up to $200 

·Maximum indemnity in c.ae of Newfoundland, $100. Apply a t poet-office window for 
inlorlTlation concerning fce . applicable t o ins ured nlail for fore ig n countrie •• 

(Claim. may be filed at any post office) 
GPO o\r--16-13285-8 



, #2 • . Dr. Curroll Chane, Jan. 20, 1950. 

... ~. 
" 

/ 

oolds4palls thtih drops bolow 20. We ha va hud n lot of f'og and dark 
overcast days with no sight of the sun for dnY$. 

People around here have beon ony1l1B for n nwnber of .years 
that the weather in tho Ohio Valley was ch. nging - It oertainly seens 
to be a f'a.ct. 

\ 
V'ith be~t ",i8he8 -

Cordially yours, 



DR. CARROll CHASE 
R. F. D. 1, MILFORD, 

NEW HAMPSHIRE 
1 
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, 
Dr. Cum:.'oll Cha.sa , 

n Ti' D 1 L . - . ._, 

Milford, a.H. 
Deal" Doc: 

Yourf) ot: the 27th received vlith return of the E. H. 
artielo Rnd chock i:m .... (.'J.25. 00. rp::n.nks very l'l11011 . next tino 
I "I Or..'t bo£;h(.:!' it.l tho insnrocl pnrcnl post ns it is ·junt 
about as ex:; '~l:J:tve us I'''?[', i '.1 ~n "0'1 ,n:tl. I 'lag elnd thqt y)U 
liked the lOL n.nd :r t 11 3ce if I C:" 1 f t die 1f.ou out another 
quad . I l.il:!.nk ·t;l~ t I hrl.ve thre, or fou..!' loft. If r got any 
fl'on any othC;L' cit._c:J I·~I.l .. nnc";. tlO!.l to :/uu. 

L:r copy of H1..\bor ' s bo01c did not d,j~~:;tve until this 
mo:."ni ~G . I ru,van " h'\d H c1 RllC(} t.o <[0 l IK ) ) '( , -[;~ll n junt glaiiCG 
th:c>u .l.t. I ::' cnd :'H}r'l/3 of his ch'~p' .(~r~] :tn l.ulnuscr:tpt but I 
clon't thin1( h'3 ~~ bmti;.ted t,ilG ne 01' th~7 E. l'l . I bcl i .;1ft: thc'.d~ I 
eent hin !lom;) p"1o toe r>A.£>hs . De l!' lio~on,'l wroto an [u·t iOJ.6 J:0"l' 

the • • ? E\bOUG fiftoon yen:r n aco l '1-.t :'i.:. 'tlas .ot as {t,ood as the 
ono by viarcl Hinman. 

I r.l£'vo a lot of ~tddit:tonnl datn and if I hHti ;;he til e 
I could l)U.t t osether lulto nn intcrewi:inG titory. 

T hn.d ~y c')11octior;. d J';"~~ r.o Hoyr York at the Cipex. 
I nho1l1tl have shown it tC\ J01'. ooon r·~i't(·:J.'vm~'c1 I 801.1.1 it for 
$ 800.00 . ' I Hml.ld li1~e to bl'~r it bac!: 11.1; ~· l,OOO.OO. 

I !lID sure; th'lt ! lVW<3 berm. ne 111n,:; cmr(,r:-o too ChfJHp. 

\Vhni; prices d ~T()n B If.::B0lt? I ' ll So ri.e;ht i lOl1j wi',;h you d 
he lp in any ',;(1" th'lt I (am. 

stil l n o sno 1. 

Rcga fs -

YOtU'U ate ., 
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h esident 
STANLEY B. ASHBROOK 

Trans-Minissippi l'ice-PrtSldtll1 
EARL B. A NTRIM 

33 North Fort Thomas Avenue 
Fort Thomas, K entucky 

319 Holly Street 
Nampa, Idaho 

General Vice-President 
LAWRENCE 1. SH ENFIELD 

40 Highland Circl e 
Bronxvill e 8, New York 

Southern Pice-President 

NON'POLlT!C/W 

Northern Vice-President 
VAN DYK MACBRIDE 

744 Broad Street 
Newark 2, New Jersey 

DR. MARYE YEAMANS DAB NEY 
Secretary -Treasurer 
T. W. CRIGLER, JR. 
Macon, Mississippi 

A utlu 1l.lication Committee 
LAWR ENCE 1. SHENFI ELD, Chairman 

40 Highl and Circle 
B ronxville S, New York 

3206 Cliff Road 
Birmingham 5, Alabama 

Dear Stan: 

January thirtieth 
1 9 5 0 

Herewith the Richland Prison item - rather 
interesting, e specially the note at top on purchase 
of stamps. Note that Confed postage paid (apparently) 
but not indicated and completely unsealed. I have 
another with letter headed "C.S. Military Camp, Columbia, 
S.C. Nov. 15, 1864" (originally Richey) photo of which , 
I enclose for your interest. It may also be "Richland" 
tho not so marked. The censor ' s name is not the same as 
on the "Richland". Please return the photo for my files. 

Also herewith is transcript of the Reagan letter 
which I think is a wonderful item, even tho 1867. 

Sending copy of this to Mac. 

Mr. St~ey B. Ashbrook 
33 N. Ft. Thomas Avenue 
Ft. Thomas, Kentucky . • 



Jr. R • • ! . alkinsnu., 
Box 129, 

Shelby, Ohio. 

Dear Hr . Vilkinson: 

"Tnn. 17, 1950. 

ITcrm/ith if' n vory rm .... o P of \l COVG1' - \/ith 
letter enclosod - fl"om a Podo:,,"nl officer confi!1oc1 :in a 
South~rn pr' iaon. 

Fro .. l "Hichlanl Prison ... Colur.b1n S . C. " '1111is 
is ~ 11 'ri ;me to 1 0 and !llso to PacBrl<lo - (~vsr bororo 
havo I hoard 0-:' "Hichla.nd Prison" - This io not vel"¥ 
pretty to look nt bnt it is u rarity nncl \3ven if you 
do not Ch:"O to acquire, ]: am sure yon V:~.ll enjoy se,c1ne; 
it and l'ondin tho l~tto:r. 

It ras undoubtedly sent to Richmond under 
soparate covor - p0rr~ps lith othnr letters to go via 
Flne; of ~l-ouce, t'lUS no Confederate postal nnrk1ngs _ 
It entered the U. • mail ?"t Old POint Corlf'ort, and 
beine unpaid was chnr e;Qd with double postne;e on delive ry. 
You will note that thero is no ~v:i.donc e on the onvelope 
tha.t tho l0ttGl~ was from a l1err.bor of the Fedoral Arrrw, 
hence the double pontuBo due. 

Th~ pr1ce is ~25.00. 



,-------------------- -------- --- -

Dear Mr. Ashbrook: 

Shelby, Ohio 
J a n 31, 1950 

In my hurry to complete some letters t oday I made t he 
statment to you 'or Ca stle Thunder' - th is is in
correct. I just was not thinking what I sa id. 
I think Castle Thunder wa s at Richmond wasn't it? 
and the spelling of Castle Pickney was incorrect. 
This Wi_ s at tim:iXKX Charleston, S. C. 

I discovered this on copy 



Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook 
33 N. Fort T~omas Ave. 
Ft. Thomas, kyo 



\ 

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbr ' ok 
33 North Fort Thomr s Ave. 
Ft. Thomr s, Ky. 

My deRr Mr. Ashbrook: 

Shelby, Ohio 
January 31, 1950 

First, I must be excused for being so tardy in replying to yours 
of the 17th containing the 'RICHLAND PRISON' item. It is indeed 
beyond my fondest hopes - and I appreoiate this. You will of course 
find the check herewith for same. We have been away, my reason for 
not replying sooner. 

Your statement: nit is not pretty to look at"is correct - but, it 
advances a pet theory of mine. I have always contended that any 
place that was thought safe was used to house prisoners. As time 
goes on others might show up. It is like the un-listed censors 
markings of Johnson's Island, Ohio. I have several that are not 
listed. Old tobacco warehouses or jails large enong sed 
more than we will ever kn ven i f onl y temporily. 

~ 
A~ ChfJr l e~l-oV1 ~C', 

The only fortifica tion in S th Carolina in which POW were 
confined (as far as known) a s at Q@s~18 ~ft~ftde?, 9P mOl6 
cerpee~ry -Castle Pinckne~ And since, all penitentaries or jails 
were used I for one, think this a remarkable item. 

The name of the prison WA S oorrect and is correct. There was a 
large three storied prison looated in Columbia, S. C. and from 
th f name of the county (Richlend) the name of the p~ison wa s taken. 
This ~rison wps looated on W~ shington Street immediately in the 
ree r of the City Ha ll end Me rk~t. ThiS, in 1856 wr s very densely 
popul El ted end today, upon the dirEct site of the old Richland 
Prison the negro Masonic Temple st, nds today. It is interesting 
to note that their temnle is also t hree stories high. This old 
Richland Prison wa s burned durlng the sacking of Columbia upon 
the arrival of Sherman's Army in 1865. 

Almost as soon as Sherman's Army reached Columbia the prison and 
guard house were fired. It is statbd in histories that hdge piles 
of cotton were placed in the streets and these were burned. At 
a bout twelve o'clock during these events the prison caught fire 
from within. It is thought that some former escapees from the 
Asylum (another place of confinement for Federals) were the ) 
lnstiga~§~§ of the first fire. This fire was soon extinguished. 
These -escapees had been secreted and sheltered by some citizens 
of Columbia. But, about half past one another fire broke out which 
finished the prison. 

Of course, the FedEral nrisoners were relea sed and subsequently 
fol l owed the a rmy. 

The f El ct remp ins, the t since, these releps ed prisoners attached 
themselves to the fl rmy and that we have this cover and letter 
it verifi6~ another nrison - which to dF. te so little is known 
pbout. --
Thanking you And a ssuring you that I will appreciate any other 
additional informa tion you can furnish, I remain 

plea se advise Mr. MacBride. 

. . 



Re - Richland ~ ;pison 
R. U. \li lkinnon Wl'ote ~ . • B •• undcH' date of JEtn. 31, 1950: 

"Thc only fortificnt :ton in South (;aI'ollno. in which P 0 Vi were 
confined (as far ns kiiovm) was at Cu.stle Pinckney ut Chnrleston, 
S.C . And since, nIl ponitentaries or jnils ,",,'ere used I for one, 
t;hin .. th:ts n rem lrkable item. 

The name of' the prison iVas correct and is correct. Thoro was a 
1arlSe three stori5d prison locnted in Columbia, S .C. and from 
tho llAlr..O of the connty (Richland) the nana of the prison wns taken. 
This P:i."'j.S01. vns located on Ilnnhington street i" ediA.tely in the 
roar of 'the City Hall and MA.rket . ThiS, in 1856 \Vas very densely 
populated and today, upon tho diroct site of the old Hichln!1d 
Prison t 1{, lagro n~sonic Tem:ple stand<J today. It 1s iuterastine 
to note th t their 'te pIe 1s also throee stories high. This old 
Ric lland Priso:r.. was burned '1 url.ng the saCking of Colu.mbia upon 
the urrival of She~mr~ts Army in ~865. 

Almost as noon uo Sher°A.l1':i ~rHy Z'ea.chAd COIl b50a the prison and 
gum~<l houte "/ I'c fired. It is sJ;llted ill 1.1sto!lies thnt huee Viles 
of' cotton ero placed in the sti"eots ond th"'3A V;CfZ'C Lurnod. At 
about t\ °eJ ye 0 t clocl: dUl1L"15 thcno .()-vento the p-1'!son eR -l,t tiro 
from w:tthin. -t isl;housht thn.t 30.= r:o!>:: Ie!' escapoos f'!'o. tho 
ASyl1.L'IU (another _lace of confinG .• ent _ or }leclornl C» \iCj:'6 tho 
inst5.6ators of the first 1'ir3 . 11his f'~.'Y'e vms f!oon 8xtlllcuished. 
I}~hese escapees had been secroGef.! Ind shel tored b"T some eitlzons 
of Golur:ib1.u. But, about half !jast onG m otLer fire broke out \/hich 
finished the pr'ison. 

Of course , the Federal P-t'iso:1el"'s W ,I'17 i"elonsed.. and suDseq·,lC. tly 
follovled the Rrmy. 

The fact rel1'..alns, that s nco, these released prisoners attached 
themselves to tho urliJy A.nd thui; wo linvo this coyor and lettOl' 
1 t vorifies ar..0thel~ priAOll - \7hic11 to c: at~ soli ttle 113 known 
about . It 



Re - Richland :'rison 
.• :J1.':lilkinson wrote S.B.A. ill1del~ date of Jan. 31, 1950: 

liThe only fortificat ion in South C~n~olina in which P 0 If were 
can:::'ined (as far :lS kn01im) -'laS at Castle Pinckney at Chucle3ton, 
~.c. "ind s~ce, \11 peni"::entaries or j'l.ils 'lere used I for one, 
t 11'.",.C this a remar~ .... .1.'010 item. , 
The naT.1e of the prison was correct and is corr'ect. There was a 
laree thre storied pri""on located in Colu.r!lbia, S.C. and froL1 
the nam.e o~ t countJ (Richland) the n. .• 1e of the ri:3 on was taken. 
This pri;;!on was located on VTashin6ton str eet idYlediateJy in the 
rear of th~ City Hall and :::qrlret. Thi;j, in 1856 was verI densuly 
populatod and today, uyon the direct site of t~c old lichland 
Prison the negro ~Jfasonic Tem.;:>le stands today. It is inte"esting 
to note th'l.t -c"'eir ter.l~le is also throe stories high. This old 
Richland Prism:1 ' las bu ... "'ned QUI in..., -I-hv sachin0 of Colu. bir .. u ... ~on 
the 'lrl'iv~l of 3hel"mru1' s .\r o..y in 18(,5. 

Almost as soon as Sherman's .\.I'Ll)" re' ('hed Colu11oi<... the !,rison Dnd 
gual'd house wor~ fi~bd. It is stated L'l histol'iec t lJ.t huee iles 
of cottar.. -: ere placed in the st::::'eets ...n 1 thesl;; meJ."c '--u1'nl:;J l'.t 
'1bout t'··el ve 0 I clock dl'l~ing these e 'Jnts the prison ca'lc:;,t -Pire 
frnT' -vithin. 1-1- i. '" t Ot ...,h ... +hd+ 30.1e f'orr.1'3r eSC'lpCOG frod the 
.Ll.o.> rltu.l ('1nother lJlace 0:: con:'ine .. 'lent for Federals) 'liore t'1.G 
ins-l- it.> ... tors of the first fil~e. This ~ire "Ja soon extinuuis'hed. 
T ese esc'lpueS had been secreted nd s eltered by sone ~itizens 
of Colu.L:-i -:. Bl,t, nbout ha f past one another fi:re broke out ~,hich 
f .i.nis1J.eu the n!, i.., ,m. 

Of cuurse, the Federal prisoners were releasod R.nd subsequently 
followed the ar.ny. 

"'h13 ::act remain.." that finc~, the .. e rele ..... ,:j v.i pl'ison~1. s "ttC;.cheu 
t'h.e Uf' elles to thb army and thJ.t we hJ.ve this covel' n.n 1 l-::.tter 
it vori.Dies another' pri~on - v hiGh to Qdte so Ii ttle is known 
abou·~. " 



United States Confederate Covers 

R. M. WDllbi.nson 
BOlK 129 

SHELBY, Oft-HO 

Mr. Stanely B. Ashbrook 
33 N. Fort Thoma s Ave 
Ft. Thoma s, Ky. 

Dear Mr. Ashbrook: 

Stamp" APS 18277 

Feb. 3, 1950 

I was in too much of a hurry in my reply to you, because I had 
a tremendous amount of work piled up. I always pay for a few days away. 

I would like your opinion as to whether or not it would pay to 
do a short article, wit h the few f a cts I have on Richland Prison. 

One r.light be able to pick up more material on this. j' nd if' you 
do think so, what type of' title Should be used? 

Your opinion rules. 





. '1' . Sylv(}wter Colby, 
."105 't,'ii'tll !lvC?, 

}10'7 York 17. a.Y. 
Dear oC;r: 

Pcb. 13, 1050 • 

I hf,\T"? r.ad Be r" al i;ll~:,n-do;:?'ln on the 
7JtlE 1m:.:; ! n.~ today 8'~~l\lly e" G ~·o fl Ff'OSpoct and 

nvc h~pcc that he -rl1' J ike it gufi'1.ciontly 
to I{aep it des:)ite the th.tn ~Pt)ts. 

I npp.eeci:t tP. the; ~.nct thn t YO" Ho·)J.cl 
li~~o tt) ~()VA it ~la SOO!! R.9 !)o",f\·'i~hJ.o nncl I will 
mnk/'} ovp:r'y elfol't t:) that, end . 



s'llve~te,. · coil'll 
I 505 FIFTH AVENUE • N~W YORK 17 I ~ 

UNITED STATES STAMPS· COVERS · DEPARTMENTS· REVEN UES' ACCESSO RIES· AUC TIONS· PHILATE LIC LITERATURE· APPRAJSALS-DEPARTMENTS ' COVERS ' UNITED STATES STAMPS 

February 11, 1950 

Stanley B. Ashbrook, Esq. 
33 North iort Thomas Avenue 
J'ort Thoma. 
Kentucky 

Dear Stan: 

Just tor the record, may I say that we ap
prediate your efforts in trying to get the 

!i:tamp placed. It is too bad the firt try 
out. There is no particular rush, 

th gh it is undera~andable Bruce and I .ould 
like to move it. 

Belt regards. 



s 

505 FIFTH AVENUE NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

U NI TE 0 5T A TES STA M PS-COV E RS-O EPA RTM E N T5- R EV [N U ES-ACC ES 5 0 RI ES-P H ILAT E lie LIT ERA T U R E-A P PRA I SA LS-U N ITED 5 T A rES 5 TA M PS 

• 

I 

. 
~ -\-0 k a. ~~d~-

~ -f-o. Y --e..le. V" -eu-e1 ~ 



\ 

Jnn. ~)O, 1950. 

Hr . Sy. Co_by , 
505 ljl:1.fth Ave ., 

l"e1J1 York 1?, N.Y. 

Doar 3y: 

1J.1his wj.11 confirm reccipJ.; of the Ono Cont 
1851 , single off cove·, ~I}:"".P~ T, 7ilj~ , 'also our 
phone conversation . 

Af'to_' I t .1kml \'1 th you I put tl;e OPJ U! 
t.et:ro nne .. f'ouncl :t thad nOrlt') thin spotn nt top and one 
m tho bo.(~1c of thl~ ~ln nc: . ry~11030 ru' o on tJ ~e 1':'-0.(.;1: undo 
CO not show on thtj fH~O . The:.1 (t in also it horizontnl 
01'(-31)30 HCI'OSS tl1, t.op ,7b:tch docu BhO\7 on t" . .lC : '(1.(";0. 

I wi: .. l hold tb~ stElrjp pendin8 furthf?!> 
e.(~.vice i'ro:'. you. 

Wi-ch best "Ishee -

. Cordially yours , 



, 

t[r. JT . A. iOOU~/Ol'i;h" 
,1300 E . Hine !:ilo Road, 

Perula. l e 20, TEc h . 

Def r \ oody: 

P'ob . l~) , 1950. 

Y.OU!>t~ recei7e nne:. I'ere i13 tho n-!~uMp 
de ci.'ibed in nine o~i' th'J ·ith .. 

I tlrtnk tl'at i i; f>poa1w f( r :i:l;$o:.:' . ! 
hElvn s:'"!.f>ned it en tho t}ack. 

_11 rr.ry VfJ-ry h'\U1ble op.lnl :r :r: think t!lA.t 
the 1)ouuti£ul appc,n"ru:lce 0';: th5.r-\ eOF '·ilJ. nly;nys 
..J.u,k. it n vAry Bl11'o invosc" ,ont d, tho r i-'1co . 



NEWTON AWOOnwORTH 

F E RNDALE , MICHIGAN 

Mr. stanley B. Ashbrook, 
33 N. Ft. Thomas Ave., 
Ft. Thomas, Kentucky. 

Dear Stan: 

February 10. 1950 

I am sorry for the delay in answering your 
letter of February 4th which was caused by my absence 

from the city. 

I might be interested in buying this stamp 
you mentioned in your letter, but I would much rather 
see it in the flesh first. 

Very truly yours, 

r ( 

N. A. Woodworth 

NAW/b 



'1". Bon B. Hewman, 
175 W. Jackson Blvd., 

Chicago 4, Ill. 

Feb. 3, 1950. 

• Dear Den: 

, " 

, • 

Why do you supposo it tnkes a reeistored 
let ter from. 'jrednosday to 'Friday A.1:1. to get dm1n here? 
'Noto the back hn.n<lstxlps herowith. 

Thanks for tho return of tho 7Rl1~. Ben, I 
am so m.lts about a.ny cop~· of a 7R1E thHC le.y opinion is 
not worth u d~T'n. I UN so p:;:>ej'1tJIc'ed in its favor that 
I ~uppm.e I at not capable of l~encierins n fair ~nci 
iUp::tI't ial opir..im:'.. 

~l'hil:'l copy on tho face i 0 tho 110B t beA.u.t ifl1J. one 
tha t I hc.vo seen in years - full mD.j:e;i118 all ~l'ound anll 
no cU!lcelntion to cover up any p<l.1"i: of the dosIgn. I 
realizA [',ncJ. did refl.l.:t~;e that .it had some defects, other> ... · 
wise I think thHt t 11 S copy ;;ould e slly be 1'orth ~52 ,OOO. 
L'1. other VI ords, I t}-.ink that 11;8 low price hfU~. discounted 
the de.fects. You. see Ben, I am pr'6judlced and biased 
and not capable of an accurate opinion 011 this copy, but 
I \'louIn be ;'iilline; to bet thut you 1.7ill never haVG an 
opportunity to purchase ::l.'1other copy as b6autiful cs this 
at such II low prico. Its my ~pi:1i()n that tJ1G beauty of 
this copy will alVl!J.y~ nuke it f\. dos L~able addition to any 
collection. But thn t is just my oplnio 1 Rnd its p1"'cjudlced, 
80 donmt hold it u8ninst me . 

With bert nishcB -

... 



· , 

Fob. 4, 1950. 

lir. J~:o:rtimor L. nOinkon, 
49 J~ut 23rd [~t., 

JAW Y01"'~( 10, Ii . Y. 

I:erowlth the str1.p of thI'eo as per yours of' tho 1st. 
Yon are ql it 1.'::'311 'G - t>i~ stl"' ~. p Js fr). t:16 top !'ow of Plato 
o but; I C.o r.o·- 1~Hm t.he plat" 1IO:;1tlons Ol~ evon th,) pFl.ne . I 
T1i(ni; [:.t::t ~-lm, e idea !i.S 'GO tit,;; J.~l ttGl" on ';;110 sp cine nnd nliBn
:1Bnt 1~ut it ,%ul'l not lJO aCClU:l '';0 . 

In the West s~\le haek in 1'J43, Lot ;;111 was a cover 
,:ith n 'ITe:r:y fino sinGle - Ct 1;op r'O'll cop~. f::."O!'l Plu.ta 3 - Becnuse 
I d03cribetl it f:3 sllGh, ['>OU!'fn lHi.id. :;100.00 fOl" it. Hel'e 1s a 
P~1,jto of' ,;he ,'Iest stamp - You will 1'10 ~c 1"/; is "[;1.0 UHl1A as your 
cent0r copy. If 'l V!1.U1-i;cd to do a 111;i;10 gue''lf:iine; (wh.i.ch is bnd 
in plating) .. I wou.hl :£119.:1.0 ,~ e,1.J.0SS thilt ;;hi}) f,-j;:;:.'lp is lR3 ... 2n3 ... 
3R3. 

1ort, I knov! on \'10fl t t mind if I r,mko the following 
corJruents: 

this. 
(:)) l O " C; t?~1. 111 I ~.' :1: lr f],C l'OilS 10-' or pqj-,t 0;: this 

str'lp .. ~rhln in a ~yP:l.ci~illfl tc 3 C}li.-,-~tlctor~s 'j; in and \10 nc v e X' i'ind 
this on 1-1e. t,G Gr,G !~c.r ~,y pplrl t ~ - }?lu '';0 One EiU~l~/ nusJ~ ha V(~ had a 
very hiShly polished m. l'fC'.ce - :no e1"ainy m:~.rface to J. old ink -
lmpr'oss ions t;t;;;l1cl'ally ra:.:o"l" '- ha:c~p. 

(c) 1).'0 l.y eye .. j :S\tc OlIO l-~ nr:~y pr inr.R A.l"f} as difforent 
from any 1'1'01 ... I' H' Q~ 2 ()r ~ s eL.y :t s fro; t night. but th t; iHcl_lty 
COI:1OS r'r01J YlH1I';" <1ild :rpU1'S 'f' C'.losc c::tuc.y. I:t t;;tLlO ,-c ill alSO 
come to yon. I thtllk you --.![1 0 ['.C cor.lpl i q nee" vI Ondf:Y>8 in ;fl ur s t'..l.dy 
of tho Ono C nt ~'\tp~. n. 1:>\ fru~t I if I 'ae as ~~:1?3'-~ (.: on er'", I 
would hnv8 'lC00l'1P' :t. h J. \,1''(1 t 1 d:i.' ... l~ f\ ~ ul.f' -Lo a t;VI;i,rd oJ t110 
timG - How I f'1.!U :o.'lo+,; ki .:loJlt; '- 1" tr:r":.1g to bt.. r '.1!m:r bu t :( Ill_;' r:Hn ... ~t
OUD and flam! ev :l'~T I{)~'! ( tb~I ·' I su~-. In fact.? '.rort, :U' you dO"l .. bt 
the above :Jtutemon t; YUl) t)an 2:..1t t c-o:lf:i.rL~d y I',. PC1'ry, Hiel. or 
KonI1Rc_r • . 'l'hoywil1 t ell yon, thn.t I <lr1 rtn n·"ruJ. dum) cluck. I 
don'-c nrena with t;len. 

I not;ed Tor./ cnrof'ully J ... ou yon (t:''''r>ivod a-i; i,h(~ r.(,.:lit ions 
on the Plute 12 block (md I think yO't'-1"' do<lnct.tonB .,.{er vl~ry 
olever as well as boil16 very accurnte. A clo~d Obflt}T-V tiOll vi' 
every detail is half the battle in pJ.Rto recc1nt'li;J.'1.1ci';;ton. 



" • 

I -

I(r, 
r~. 

1r. ~~rtirlor L. lte:tnkon, Peb . 4 , 1950. 

Re - the Joft:ol.'Ys collect 1. ct"1. SeV<'n"al havo taken the 
rdllt'cf}!, up 'ilith rao about wl":P'ing n booklet r)n i;he Onn Gent PInto 3. 
All of J.;ho Jeff'orys llntorinl vlOnld be loar.ad to IlH ... (1) to chock 
his platinG - (2) Idl.ke photoeraphs - (3) n.r~d make ,an exhaustive 
stud of all lTrj' notes with his material - (4) for the purpose of' 
publishing tho fullost infornation possible on Plato 3 so thnt 
specialists could J)ln'~e lYlH "Corial . It certainly 'is 11 grand idea so 
i'nr uS Eweryone in eonco:rnod but me . I wont Vlorse thAn broke in 
Y(ritl.l1g t· 0 Ono Cent br)ol..: and I d0l'l ' t -;ant another experience 111-:0 
that . St'.ch n \7o?'k as proposea. 'iloul(. .. entail long hours of' hurd , 
work with no finar-ole!. 0ol':11)<3!".sation ·,lhaJcsoevor . Thnt f s the reason 
why :r: Ii errtlonod thnt the proposal ,":as a c;rand i(l(~n for c"'TOryolle 
conccn cn but . ty8otf . 

!~O!"~ , I 11"" 10 (l IXl:;,:'i'nctly lG:n,~<;lo J_ cOPY. of.~ eove:i.' . 0' 
tho T:riJc I . '7PU - Q sidow'" a.1t all .:;'OU1"V,1·· a!Hl so lizhtl:' canceled 
i t is rnct:to"J.:U':Y· u:J~e . l.t bas 11. ... J.i-;;ht CT'Hfl.30 H ross tho top 
and a. f' all th:L spot Q"fl the bl,l{ ... an the aft0~ .0£ Fl"anl:lin t f' head. 
7ithol1t th'3se }.u.~.OT' dclocto I 1,IW': thift '.opy \:0 \J. be 'Im"J-h :;;2 ,000, 
It :....0 roally benntiful fwd on its fuco it in tho apnt up ,pb looking 
7P.l~ in .If j"ocordn . fl111e pl~1co j f3 A':J. 2,('5 .0G a d I th tnt tho :bow 
PI' ice rJ.O~"o t;:1an c1isC01ffi"S tl e l'l1no~-~c:re{:~t~ . I'c In ao bea1:o.tif'll. l 
th1lt'1 Jojhink ~I..ts ~)I'3Hnty \lt11 n11m~Tn Jak8 i· 11. V"31-ry' 'o~ipable inv(}~t ... 
mente If you mut to Boe it , I'll be e;lH1 to send, it dovn f or n 
look. ~·!:tl'0 ne on rocoi:pt o"f t~l '" J. t" Jr if :(011. fl'l:'O intm"er;ted. 

I also .h;;l,vQ a 5~ ImiG, ·v(;rticnJ.. strip of thi."p'o on a. piece , 
V 01""Y fine, P::-lc .. 2?5.00. 'rhtJ. latta!' is off'(n~ed ~ubjec.t to con-
r irrua'C ion. 



81' . H. A. Woodworth, 
1300 E. Uine Milo Road, 

Ferndalo 20, ~ich. 

Denr \foody1 

Feb. 4, 1950. 

I have boon offored a gorgeous looking 
copy of the One Cent 1851, Type I, 7RIE, off cover, 
w1th full nmrl)ins all around, benutii'U! color, nnel 
very lightly canceled. In fact, tho cnncel 1s so 
slight thRt tte copy nlmost appears as unused. 

Of all tho singles of this strunp that I 
have seen, I recall none thHt is any J10re beauti
ful in appearance . It sem: s to be tho rulo thnt if 
a oopy 1s not cut into it is heavily cnnceled, and 
when lightly cnnceled, it io cut into at SOIn£) part 
of the des 19n. 

This benut1.ful copy has n crense jus t 
above the top of the design - It is not noticeable 
and in my opinion, it is of no i mportance. Tho 
stamp also has a minor thin spot on the back in the 
back of Franklin's hoad. I mention these, othe~v1se 
would terra the copy superb. V:1thout them I think 
the copy would well be worth f 2,OOO. As 1t is, it 
1s a very safe 1nv0stment at the price nskod . Would 
you be interested? 

With every good wish -

Cordially yours , 

\~ 



, 

F0b. 21, 1950. 

T.Sylvest ~ Colby, 
505 Fifth Ave., 

!iow YOl"k 1'7 I H. y. 
, 

Dcar Sy: 

I sold the 7RIE Q ~.,:1 ,275.00 ancl roceivod 
the check this afternoon. I.f\ you want the nnrlC 
of the buyer I'll l)e gla(t to give ~t to you. 

On acco tnt of the fact that I had sHvera1 
turn-dm'Jns I v:ouldn ' t want thc.9.t fact to IJAt back to 

. the ownor so I sUB60nt t;hat va mnke no mention of 
this transaction to anyone. 

~1,275 
225 

.,;1, Ob" 
525 
225 

. '150 

Herowith check as per asroc1'lent for $750.00. 

With best 'uishes -

Yours etc., 



N.A.WOODWORTH COMPANY 

FERNDALE 20, MICHIGAN 

OFFICE OF' TUE PRES ID ENT 

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook, 
33 N. Ft Thomas Avenue, 

l Ft. homas, Kentucky. 

My dear I:.tanley: 

February 20, 1950 

I am enclosing a cashier's check in the amount 
of $1,275.00 in payment for the stamp received from you 
a few days ago. 

I am glad to get this stamp and I wonder if 
you would tell me how many of these are available at 
the present time. This is a very nice looking copy 
and, except for the ~n spot in the stamp, it will 
pass very nicely for a very good copy. 

With kindest regards, I am, 

Sincerely yours, 

N. A •• ioodworth 

NAW/b 
encl. 



, 

.. r . It . A. ~-oodwo~th, 
Fo rndf le 20, 'ich. 

Den:" Woody: 

Yow's of thft 20th Ii th chock j~oJ] tho '7R1E ~"ocei vod. 
Thnnks -rlCT.'Y muoh. 

I Em sure yan \1il1 ncvel~ rOS1'ot tho PW"CC.H.O of that 
copy and I daro state that it nill m"oate n lot of envy \,rhen ... 

-over aho m. 

Rego.rcl1ng tho nU.1be of k own copies of the Type I . 
It mu~~t have been along about 1914 or 1915 tru t I hogan 1 king 
a ! ecord of f;)Vel'ry' copy that I could loe tc - p st records , in 
collections , auction s~ 1e5 , thru advert1s(:naonts , etc., etc . 
In other \101' S, OVO!! a pcrJ..od of about 35 roars . ~our cop., ro -:
coived tho ..To . 60 on ry ~.1st but I hn.1TO no "lay of: 1:no ving ho.; 
much duplicntlon exists bOCnUAG in cortnL1 listings I Aimply 
hnv3 the me 0 that 1:1' . X has n used copy 01" th t !\r. Z hns a pair 
\,ith n 7RIE, etc . In quite a llUl11bor o~ roy listings I hA.'lO 
actual p oto raphs that I IU!lde or hud mnd.... . I ost1ma1;e , that 
G1L~innting possible mtplicution that ray rocord probnbly consists 
of fifty dlffo:"ont copies of. tho st "'lP - on covo r - off coy ,r -
in singles - P< 11"'8 - strlp , etc . , und nJ.J. nort of condition, 
cut into, badly da aeed, heavily cancelod, etc . ot0 . !f you 
could BO thru f11e with ... 0 I aM SUI'a that you \ionicl)o sur-
prised nt the small munber of copios thnt aro of reC!ord in rea.lly 
good condition . AI. one singles very fow are not cut into or with 
fair marguls , or not heavily canceled or a faded color. 

Someday you 1 0 -c pay lua « vis it in u.y ~tqmp room und 
see for YO'\lrself a portto. of philqt lie records . 

TIo 
I lEi grieved at tho n(ms of Don Bonnett . !! pa< sing. 

un grently loved by all \ rtO Ime\l hi'!"!.. 

lith bost ,. ish08 -

Cordlal1 yours , 



~ 

s"llve~te~ c~IL"I1 
I 505 FIFTH AVENUE • NEW YORK 17 I ~ 

UNITED STATES STAMPS· COVERS' DEPARTMENTS · REVENUES· ACCESSORIES· AUCTIONS· PHILATELIC LITERA.TURE • APPRAISALS- OEPARTMENTS ' COVERS ' UNITED STATES STAMPS 

1950 SOOTT SPECIALIZED U. S. 
ORDER NOW - $ 3. 50 

February 23. 1950 

Stanley B. Ashbrook, Esq. 
33 North Fort Thomas Avenue 
Fort Thomas 
Kentucky 

Dear stan: 

"SC'l" Many thanks for your kindness in taking 
care of the stamp. Receipt is acknowledged 
of your check for which Bruce and I thank you. 
We are quite content to let the transaction 
rest. 

nRC'l" There is just one thought that comes to 
me. and that is, if you had 8 photo made of 
the stamp. We should like to have a copy for 
our files. 

"SO" Best regards. 

SO:em 



WILLARD C. JACKSON 
STAMPS AND SUPPLIES FOR COLLECTORS 

A. P. S. 20832 

T. P. A. 515 

325 Bewley Building 

FORT WORTH 2, TEXAS 

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook 
33 N. Fort Thomas Ave 
Fort Thomas, Kentucky. 

Dear Mr. Ashbrook: 

February 8, 1950 

I am enclosing herewith a copy of what I believe is 
a Type lC of the 1 cent blue per fora ted. It has all 
these earmarks according to your description in your 
book on 1 Cent Blues. However, since the s tamp is 
rather hard to classify my customer has asked me to 
send to you for your comments. I would appreciate 
your remarks and sand :me bill for your services. 

Thanking you in advance, I remain, 

Very truly y 

~L. 

P. S. In addition to the above mentioned 1 cent blue, 
I am enc lesing here wi th two (2) 1869 covers, the l5c 
Typw I a nd the 30 can t. Would like to know if these 
two items are genuine used covers. WCJ 

Enclosures 
~copy 1 cent blue 1857-61 U. S. issue 
1 U. S. 119 on cover 
1 U. S. 121 on cover 

• 



HERMAN HERST, JR. 
SHRUB OAK, N. Y. 

to put it briefly .... 
yo~ · n~~~lt~ a 31c 1~b9 cover which 

C8...'ne in , w:-"':0h I w0uld appreci'lte YJur Look-
0ver i'1 order t') tell. Me what yOll. can a'1out 

I want you to know t~nt in tne event it is 
. k ., : may use your letter to substU'1tLate the 
over , so "hen you reply let "Ue .{now hO'1 .nuch I 

r")we you for your opinLon . y,lth best '!/ishes , I aM 



, 

~~r. Herl"1s:L'I'l ~tAr8t, .Tr.) 
.Jhrllb ORk, -f.Y. 

Pat -

13th. 

Peb. 17, 1950. 

. PrHTlkly I do 'ot 1 ike to pags (). n cover suoh an 
thi:.. whore the ovidonce, one 1;7(l~" or' tho othnr is 80 monger. 
lio. over. hfH'e fi)'e orne cor:Jr'1p-nts: 

App!ti:,ontJ.y tho nSA Iil~ ApriJ. 1070 from lT6\·· York . I 
e;mroill.p,cl t.ho yenl~ rlHtes on tho 1{<1ck very c~ T'efully under my 
lamp l n<1 I icro: oope (ncl I ra1.led to detect any tnnpcring so I 
ar,sumo that the use a~ Hctll.nlJ.y fl p211 1870. Ono poir:.t ! 
never like on such a cover is tl e 11:1.8'1 me part thfl t had the 
written yoar - You 7111 noto it iL' n.i.~1,_ :lllg. ! RUPPOr-C tbe 
fnki7rs f1!nd it l!I.ttch on: ier to chnngo . ta."1.pod yonr datos (for 
examplo "76 11 to 11'10") i~h~n to Chll11~e pen dates so they r1j.nply 
tea:> thDI!1 off. But us RU1'1inS that. t} C il. e . fiS actually Apl"':'ll 
H.31'7 0, the rate by c 10r~t)d Lail t lru ' nr;la!:.<1 ~;o :1ieily I V:n3 15,~ 
por 'it ou co. Thus this could 11.1 VG 1Jl}on fl dO'lh1(~ l'latQ. I 
sup Of~O t.le eroen "2:r mi[;ht indicato n d01tblo • . bu.t inns. uch Uf:) 
I have novor Sf:on any c OVOj~f' \1J.. th (;l'OOn pone il~i. lal~ko fro:r:t t 10 
110'1'1 YOl'k l)ost Offit~e in )J370, I anflU1N} this 1F2" WtS npp!.ied by 
the :Jender. rrhe Ncm Ym:>l: red 1,0. t !J.a:.:k "'(1S of. n type u::3ed In 
1870. I _7'iEHl to detect Qvidence of ubstltutio of. n~oth()r 
stnmp bU';j failod to find any, th0.ro.!'oro, everything ecnsidered. 
I bol ieve t tnt the cover is gonnino but inasmuch ru I am not; 
sure , I v/oulri pL~efer not 'co bo quoted. F'OT' that rORson, I nm 
not making any ChUl'ee for this exuu1n t;ton. 

In this ea:JO I t;hir c that the covor ~ho'lllcl be nont. t 
tho Philatelic Pom):. at:ton for t leir opiniol1, not that J: \1ould 
eive a d •. rm for it , but foX" yaup 0 'n l)Pot cti(>n. 



E. D. WARSHAUER 
901 HILLSIDE BLVD. 

Carrclo!t 
WILMINGTON, DELAWARE 
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l!.r . E. D. Warshauer , 
901 Hil1sid.o Blvd., 

Ca I'crof.t, 

Sept . 9 . 1950. 

~i~.ineton , Delaware . 

Dear} • 'B!"shnuer: 

o - yo' u~s of the 6th. I I'ecnJ.l 'he 300 
1009 cover tha Pat Herst ~/}nt Me last FebraRry and 
I have beforo ~e R photo-print of it , and also P. copy 
of my lott r to h.il . I doubt if I can add a th:tng 
at this tinG . 

I noto that in my lottor I expressed the 
op1n:ton that a dO·.lbtful item such as th1!'-J should !lot 
be sold without certificate b~ the Phila to1lc FO'lmda-
tion. 

'JIhen I get a l1tt:l0 time I will Rtte pt to 
locate thut article for you. 

S1nco2'01y 'Yours , 

• 
• • ...... . 



l :.~ ':. !U~l.U 
'OAINO 

l3y H.~. J ... 
'-/11 - '''I So 

a" ~~el<' '''lo y 
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HERMAN HERST, JR.--------. 
SHRUB OAK. NEW YORK 

TELEPHONE: LAKELAND SSS1 

l~)r ~-,.)t:.,..... 

I ITler.t3 OI) th£, .' C l(V),} c')v€'r 8f"lnt 
Iu. . 1 f' t-w ()'lvl1E" r "e 'n1 .,,'3 , I CJ rt e 
, ~) ,n .... (, b ~,t .,.. ) ~eTlJ :'t to tht 

Hln LR.tlO'1. , b It I f11A. 1 1.' 'lie ;0 tlt. 11.. ... c' n Q'--'~ 
.nC'< 1 <> J~' 11l'tel,- L" t '(> q l)r t' ,,"I'> -:''110 . 

81'1 r:rat( [,'1 tCl yO't ['I)"" J) tr '. J.Lt>, r' i AI' ro -

ir.te JOU"!:' 0 l", r·te ,/ . [). 1:, 'J" o.>"i "t(~lf ... ; l,L t~rf~ 
~s SOr'S vm.y In ,': .cn 1 coul ..... _~lr Y»0' te . 

tho b ,t, rr '"Y' 8 , T f r 

YOU HAVE A FRIEND IN THE BUSINESS I 



St 'Ulley B. Ashbrook 

33 No . Ft . Tho~ns Ave. , 
Ft . Tho:cs Ky . 
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Quoted froLl letter of Leonard V. Huber dated January 30, 1950: 

I think you have the answer as to how the N.O. Post 
Office receipted for postage paid between June 1 and June 12, 
1861. Judging from the scribble on fAr. Somdal's cover, they 
must have had to write it on all. Things must have been in a 
terrible mess at the time and apparentJ.y the "N.O.P.u." hand
stamp had not yet been thought of. 

I think I can acswer your question about the use of 
the "N.O • .L)'v." handstarn . .1 to cancel Riddell's adhesives. They 
seem never to throw anything away in post offices, particularly 
handstrunps. I have seen examples of handstc.Jllps in use in the 
1840s on 3ft greens twenty five years later, so it is not too 
much to red-son that after the 8t->pearo.nce of the a~hesive stamp 
they merely usea the "N.O.P.O." stamp as a killer. This is 
frankly a guess, but it is a guess based on some knowledge of 
the habits of postal em~loyees. We KnOW also that only certain 
clerks handled the steamboat mail. This would account for the 
use of the double cirlc e N.O. postmark together T,ith the N.O.P.O. 
stump. These clert:s probably a'ppro}lriated the stamp fOl' their 
own use after its use as a provisional handstam}l was ended. 

As the times were extre:.:r.ely confused and people were 
not acquainted with the raise ill rates, it is quite possible th'at 
the "PAID 5" was put on your cover of July 29, 1861 by some postal 
official or steamboat clerk who ~~s not acquainted with the 7¢ 
rate. When the mail arrived at New Orlec..ns, it was stamped 
"Steam 7" and the extra 2rp collected from the recipient. 
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Mr. Leonard V. Huber, 
4841 Canal Street, 

Van ~ l1ac BriJe 
7":" T 0 j .,' t~et 

N..,v; ark 2, l't J .. 

14'ebruary 6th, 1950. 

N . Orleans 19, La. 

y de r Huber: 

Thanks lot for your fJ.!le and intere::;tlng letter 
of Janu ry 30th. 

I &U~SS that un~e s 'e le'rn otherwise, .e ~i11 just 
ha.ve to ass me th t. ,osta e pc.1d in Na Orleans etween June 
1st and June 12th, 1861, us siru~ly noted in ~muscript on 
each cover, as in the case of' tne Somda cover h1eh you il
lustrated in your bOOK. It i ... of course pos ib e that the 
ost offl-ce dld this while ,~ iting delivery 01 th hesive 

starn},s an h' nastarnps hLch it had ord.ered, but in view of 
the size af the city it must hcve been quit a. ch ret i ;viII 
hope ~b t _ can locate s me .ore ex IllV es of th~.., 0.. covers 
sent cur ng th t perloa., - I su )Y)ose that relet va y fe. of 
th ere saved, ho evel, because of the: ver-' f< ct that the 
postage . S rltten lstead of hun st pe. 

However, 1 Qu bfr~ d you stl 1 ha ven't the complete 
r...s er ns to why the N. o. P.O. hand s tam as so often used to 

ca.I1cel th _ Provisi - 11 stamps. It· as laced too cal'efully 
to just assume th~t th~ c.erts pickod it up ~na used it s a 
"killer". Every ,x mple 1 h~ve seen shows that it GS hit 
very c ref~l y on e cll st .p, - tWl.ce e-!hcn a pal of st mps 
as used, and that the 5 hat d ... tam p wss used only on the 5 

9 tu ps, n.& the 2~ one_Qn !h __ gJ!.~! tJs t AlSO, the "J. . 
Riddell" h n st . as pressed. on each s ch cover, and the 
small doubl ... -circle New Orleans post, ark I&S C;i most invar1-
blj~ used in oach 9uch case. I think th t thc..,e stlLPS M~re 
att~vhed to the nvelo es at the post offlce, ~ancelled with 
the N.O.P •• handstamp, the Riddell han'st.#mp impressed, snd 
that they then ... re old acros th'3 counter as tamped 9n
velopes", an ere addressed, maile, an cst arked later. 
This is the on~y tal theory I ~a th1' of, - but othArs 
do not agree th me, - an 'e 8 .... 1 a -It 50ruethin more to 
confirm or deny it. 
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If you have or develop ny fu.rther in .. :oJ.'Mation on these 
m tters at ny tim:), I '/ould be most hu)P:r and ~rateful to have 
you p~55 the~ a long to _e. 

Sincerely yours, 

acB/RK 



\ 

I 

VanDyk ,1n (" Bride 
74 J Br y 1 3trc.et 
rewa.·~ 2l J. J. 

r. FredericK J. Grant, 
2901 Los Feliz Bou eVard, 

Los .ngeles, California. 

Dear Fred: 

Febru~ry 1 th, 950. 

I realized that you were in one of your very busiest 
periods, both when you didn't re.J y to my several commu!lications, 
and when I read that your firm had an outstanding show lng of china 
at the big Chicago merchandise fairt But, - I .. d?;ays allow for 
such circumstances in your case, end I don't mind i;l. bit not hea lng 
from you promptly! 

I am glad tJ hear that you got and have read u copy of 
"The Great ail", - 'hich I qui ta cgree . s a very f ne Viece of 
wor and cont in.:> a lot of information which' ill be very useful 
for future reference. I noted that the authors did not include 
several express m·rkings of the )erioa, such as the Southwest Ex
press nd the Pioneer Express, - and I 'al1ed the latter to their 
attention. On the .... haU8e t':lat the] wi ht put out another or ex
panl.led edi tlon, why not'ri te I~h·. Huber of your fine cover, - which 
I am sure he would be very g.la to f.llOW of. ~ ~ )~ 

It is interesting to have Warren COlson'~inions on 
the h.O.P.O. handsta.."l1ps • .r already have - cor S 0 some ,hi~h 
show offsets of the postmarK on their reverse sides, ana of course 
I think that this is a further indication of their und0uotedly Pro
visioD81 preparation. incidental 7, this ht s been a pretty well-

nown feature in esta1) ishin~ the manufacture of handstamged Con
federate Prov~siollals from other p aces, in the past. 

The more I study this N. U .1).0. thi 19, the more I am 
conv need thu t these hand stu ups were used to !naKe Provisional en
velo es. Also, I still think that hen the- were used to cancel 
the Provisional adhesive stamps, that they actually formed .r~
visionally issueQ "stamped envelopes", p~ep,red at the post office 
and sold rior to usage. In this co~~e~tion you once tuld me you 
had one or ore bere the adhesive stamp had been placed ~£ a 
portion of the written address. I ~rould greatly Ii e to see un 
example of this if pOSSible, for I ad (it that it would weaken my 
theory considerably. Have you one or more which I could examine? 
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I am continuing my study on the H.O • .... 0. handstamps, 
and have just about finished a listing of all that I h ve seen or 
have been at e to locate. The listlng 1s in considerable aetail, 
including the ty~e of postmar_'C and date of each cover and where 
addressed, and with commeGts olnting out any outstandil1 features, 
etc. I shall send ~ copy of this to you as well as to Sheilfield 
and AshorooK, and from it we may well oe aole to reach some useful 
conclusions. 

I am glad you liked the photostat of the ew Orleans 
starx.p money I sent you. They certainly are odd things, but I Gon't 
believe there can be e...'1Y daub t thct a.t lei:1st the smaller denomina
tions, - up to 15¢, - wel'e actually issued and used, to some extent. 

&cB/HK 

c. c .: 
S.B .,hshbroOK 
L. L. Shenfield 

Cordially yours, _ 4 
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FebruQry 24th, 1950. 

, 
r. Freaerick J. Grant, 

2901 Los Feliz Boulevard, 
Los Angeles, California. 

Dear Fred: 

Thanks a lot for YOLlr cooperation as to your 
N.O.P.O. covers. I note you have t.b covers and one piece with 
two starn. s cancelled N.D.P.O. Also, that the sr.all )ostmark is 
used on both covers, etc. 

Will you now be g~od enough to give me this 
additional, brief inforrr~tion? ~at is the full date in e ch of 
these two cancels? What are the names of the steamers ritten on 
each cover? Are the two 9tam~s on the piece tv.o singles or a pair, 
and is the N.O.P.O. cancellation struc !~i~1 

In the analytical list 0 . these markings which 
I am wor ing on, I have now deci ed to add a description of any 
covers used with either the Ne Orleans ProviSional sta ps OR Con
federate General Issue stam s which are cancelled ith the small 
Qoubkillcl~_postmg!. Ion one with the PravisloIlaI stamp 
~hich you generally presented to me so etime ago, on which the can
cel is dated October 1, 86l. Then I have a photo of tho.t one with 

. s rouletted 5t Green which you 0 , with the cancel dated April 18, 
1 62. I no you have others, - li 1 you Jlease give me the dates 
in the cancellati,)ns, the place to hich aadressecl, the adhesive 
stamp used, and any other cancels, handstam.s, steamer names or 
other notations which may a ppear thereon? 

Shenfield has a cover bearing the 5~ Provisional 
tied with a double-circle cancel dated October 9, and also the large 
single circle cancel dated October 10, aadressed to Natchez. Do you 
have any covers sbo n ~ these cancels, and if so will you lease 
descrioe, gl ving me the sa e detal s as asked above? 
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collector-friend of mine has a cover which 
apparently ran the bloc{ude from England to New Orle~~s. It has 
"Due $1.50" and "2ft written on it in blue pencil, - for the blockade 
and ship ~ostage, - but I was chiefly ihterested to note that it has 
the small double-circle 'e Orleans post4 1ark dated Jen. 4, 1862. 
Thus it seems that this ty e of ostmar.t WhS used on ALL m ... il arriv
ing in Ne Orleans hL~, - ~hetber by river Or bv ocean! 

Fin~lly, some time r would greatly like to see 
that cover 01' a good. photograph thereof, which shows the? r'ovisi nal 
bdhesive cancelled .O.P.O. and applied over a £ortion of the ad~ 
dres~. No hnrry about this, but I would appreciate receiv1.ng the 
other data asked for herein as }romptly as possible. 

MacB/HK 

c • c .: L. L • Shenfi el d 
S.B.AshbrooK 

As Ever, 

! 
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Van Dyk 1 GaBriela, 
7 Brond st •• 

!1 7 rk 2, i . J • 

0: 

I'fru'ch 2n , 1 50. 

I havo yonI' () of tho 2?th ~"O - Gho !I .O. 
pont ofrlco covorn. I looko( up both of tho ru"t1(;loo 
but cioubt ! en 1 l\("( anything to t 0 pu.bli "heel 
aCcOUllts. Tho ~~tGVO DOl coval' 10 very _l1tor.tootinC 

tho . ncto no aot forth n"o vory COl1,rirlC1.'1e. I 
noto th.l1.t thin covor d1<1 not c . 0 up .in tho B'''o' n 10, 

o I nuppo 0 that .,tovo bOl'T0i70 1 t froT ROllO colloctor. 
If' you publioh an nrt1nlo you 1'1 tu, .. t up. 

Co id()l"1ng tho Bro\1n a c1 So dnl coy 1"0, it 
lOt s toot tho _ or. r "In pro ably an actual 
\tl1.oI'cns t 0 lattor \IltS 011' ply n B. S. !,. 

You nrc do '1g 00 () nico '1t?l'lk, on thin nubjoct. 
Po:r:hu.po sho!'t ndvnnco nr1;1nlo in St po, II outl11ing 
mat you nrc t i to d. volopa nd Golicit!n{s aosla
tnnco night brine; DOrlO cood results. 

Youra atc ., 
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PUTNAM SUPPLY COMPANY 
OFFICE AND YARD: FOOT OF SPRING STREET • TELEPHONE 9133 

PEORIA, ILLINOIS 

Mr. Stanley B Ashbrook, 
33 N Fort Thomas Ave., 
Fort Thomas, KY 

Dear Stan: 

Feb. 27, 1950 

I am enclosing a very interesting cover for your 
inspection and O.K. 

While theprice is high I am inclined to feel it is 
enough unusual if O.K. to even now add to my collection. 
Wha t do you think: 

Will be very much interested in hearing from you 
on the Herst item? As to what I might have to pay for 
it and whether or not we can arrange a party to purchase for 
us in Boston. 

The coal business is about over. This week all of our 
supplies will have run out and the weather yesterday was 
10 below zero. 

Sure will welcome anything fDDm what we are having to 
go thru now. 

My best to you and Mildred, I remain, 

Sincerely, 

4 aJcp --------
..........-~s-.---MPutnamJr. 

If you feel that I should add the item to my collection 
will you kindly sign it on the back as genuine. Will get 
all settled ~p with you one of these fine days. 

MERCHANTS O F CO M FORT THR U QUALITY FUELS 



J'arch 2nd., 1950. 

'" Jr . Charles 1. r'utnHlll , Ji'1., 
5b Putmll'l Supply Co., 

Foot of Spr1.~ ~ ct ., 
Peoria ~~, Ill. 

Dear Charley: 

Herewith tho 5f! 184'7 cover, W 11c11. in rrry opinion is a 
fake - that 1s, the 5!t 3tn. p novel' ol'iginatod on this cover. 
:.c d.on' t think tl at there 1s any doubt \i(latso6"Ter bn.t Thnt this 
waa a stu .pless covor and that S o::..oono added thin s tanp and 
puirited the "tle' on the f;OVe:!~ - and incidentally a vGry poor 
job, not at nlJ. convincin{!, so cv1d~ntly done by sono amat~ur 
fHko1" in this country 01' Canada. 'l'he fOl'eign crooks take t~.r.le 
und at loast tluke their IOrlc look very genuino. 

Tho blue of. t1 e po~t iJal'1k is suroly not the sane blue 
as on the s tar.p. With a cover ouch an this the qunrtz 1m p is 
of little apsistance - the bluo on tllC:J. bllf'f env-elope shows to n 
d1.sadvantu e. 

B..r all !:leans return the COVOl" and if you Vlant to use my 
nn. 6 - tell them tb.at I f.d~ od ym't. tho COVOl' iR a fake . 

There ,;as nev~r any 5rt rate to CanadA., p..nd the .-riter , 
from the he ncb;rltin3 must havo been '1ntel11gent and n mra that lod 
was the rate - The lort in the Bui'f'alo Jy'o;;t! ark shows the 10 ttor 
waR sent lmpaid - a 1<1 the Canadian tieD ViaS the 6pGnce drw -
eqllivalont to 10,~ in oar cunoncy. .noavor soni; th1s to you 
should have known bettor . 

So f[)") I:orat bas not sent the 5¢ pl(l to 
when he does I . jill wY'1to you. ~h-::H'e is n :J"oune 
who 10 under so e obligutio_ to !!La - His namo If! 
! could eo';; h1m to buy th, ita fOl"' I e. I could 
to a ttund to it or my Good f'riend r:attl'lioe Blaiw . 
would be tle hest oho~oe. 

proof to me b'\.A.t 
chap in Boston 
!01e3worth - l nybo 
lso got Kelleher 
lIo (loubt he 

I h vo been f 0110 vine the conl 3ituution nnd it is 
simply terrible find the end 1.8 l.ot yot. Perhaps no e good will 
come out of 1 t - perhaps the enll of J o11n L. 

I note it 'l;taO ten beloVl up your w.y Sunday morning. It 
dropped to Zero here. §ome ~eather . 

1ildred sny 3 
If 11 Ilello to Caro nnd our best to you both. 

COl"dially yours , 



C<onte&errzf:e-s . 
' . ~.. ' 

('Oy-eV"< \0 F.-llv\C E-

FlI"OM or Thr",,' 
o t ci Po I nt-Co VY\ r- ~ y-\ 
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74,.<;b BROAD STREET 

NEW"ARK 2, NEW" JERSEY 

. 
Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook, 

33 North Fort Thomas Ave., 
Fort Thomas, Kentucky. 

Dear Stanley: 

'\ , [\iu 

March 2nd, 1950 • 

I send you herewith a photograph of a most interesting 
cover. The cover will be offered by John Fox in a sale in the 
near future, and he had this ~hotograph made for me. Obviously, 
my interest is as to its possible bearing on my Confederacy - to
Europe study, and I would greatly like to have your opinion and 
comments, with that thought in mind. 

The Old Point Comfort postmark dated December 16 (1861) 
is of course the "key". Unless written by someone in that vil
lage, or in Fortress Monroe or elsewhere nearby , it seems ap
parent that this folded letter originated at some point in the 
Confederacy. Who more likely would be writing to France than 
someone in New Orleans, for instance? Incidentally, part of the 
original letter has been destroyed, and all that remains on the 
reverse is the ending written in French and the signature of the 
sender. I suspect that this letter travelled in another cover 
bearing Confederate postage, flag of truce markings, etc. to For
tress Monroe, where it was ta."ken out, examined, and sent on "Due" 
to France. Unfortunately, - that is necessarily all guess workl 
Also, I would like to have your comments on the markings and 
rates, - particularly as to the DUE 15 in a circle, - which is a 
new one to me. 

Larry Shenfield sent me a copy of his recent letter to 
you in which he referred to certain things about the C.S.A. 
monthly Newsletter. This is to say that I wholly agree with 
him that it should cease making ANY offers to SELL anything. How
ever,. it should continue to list WANTS to buy, - information 
inquiries, etc. - as a service to the members. 
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I also think that we should give some careful thought 
to a possible scale of charges to be made by the Aut~ntication 
Committee for its services. My present thought is that a nominal 
charge of 50¢ to $1., plus postage and registry, might be made 

, for examining each "ordinary" item sent in, - that is one requir
ing no research, correspondence, or special work. On the latter 
items, it might be an idea to recommend that they be submitted 
to the Philatelic Foundation, either directly by the owner or by 
our Comrni ttee, ~ their'regular charges to be paid thereon. Thus 
we wQuld not be "competing" with the Foundation, and we would be 
supporting its work. All of this might obviate the "free riders" 
who now come to our Committee, - mostly to Shenfield, - for free 
information, particularly dealers, - who thus gain financially 
thereby. 

As Ever, 

/~~~? 
/' 

MacB/HK 

c.c.: L.L.Shenfield 
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I1r . V!n Dyk Uo.oRr'1de , 

744 Broad St ., 
!lowark 2, li.J. 

Yot'lJ'"B of tl.c 1st received . 

HeI~enith the John J. r'anor covor of Jan. 10 t t)!), 

also the O. P. C. DUA 6 .. o.nd the photostat of Earl ' a cOVO!'. TIe 
sent me fl pr :tnt a few weeks ogo. Yef1i;arday I \1l"ote him to 
please sond the cover as you mnted a pr5nt . I believe that 
..... url doon not consider n uso ollch no yo 1'A H.S R censor mark 
but rathor as a cot'ner cn:rad. I th~.nk he iA prone - nbsolutely 
wrong - ! think thA l'anot' lmrkinr; is (1, c;ensor' B f,llu'k .. on hi3 
00V'm' - and on your 00\"01' 5 1 ete youi" IlThJ.e 6" - this 10 Atlanta 
not lh!;Z.UBtn. I never so. I a f~~er strlkc oJ' the ttTAl OR . 'l \/rrr e 

soncl!.ll.N·a ppint . 

Rc-: - the n.O. 11.0. - }l!x-Richey COV0r . ~ n':}ver kept 
a spenrftte record reea dine sf:.lcs of tho H1choY' ccvO!'S·. Tl10 
only l"eccrd I might m va would be try :eeports to hin a:nd it would 
be quite n job to stlarnh tbru these to rind u ;.iale oi' an in
diVidual cover - !"liGht tll~{O cOI'l"l1dOi:'a.ble tine which I OfU1 ill 
afft3rd. mlcs3 you. hu,ro to have the information. I have no re
coll-evt _on vlhe got t at p8l ... ticnlu!" nov r. It n1,ight have been 
Frod rmt but I do tbt it . 

Yes , the ~tn!1l) io mrar pa: t of' the ndd'1:'eS3 und cm"tainly 
indicatos thrt.'c th ".R CO'1O"4:.... l1.S .ot pre' ,ar.3d and sold in nnV" nce 
of '\. ne-. It f'cenn odo. that tho Liddoll hnndntanp 1s on thi3 co rer . 
\Jl}ry not s'm,d your JlL1int to Fred p.J1d inquJ.:."o ~.f ho 0I111S tho' R~chey 
cover. 

1th th1f~ I ntl l'eturn1n..; th :r. eto of tho cover Je 
Franco. fero Hro BOnld pO:U1.ts .. '.rho rate to Prnnca fns 5, r. 
i ounce. I-ail coulrl be 8ent unpn1d. Thin s unna (i .. tho 
Due 115 vIas surely a~)pl'.~d nt {' •• 0. :l: e lie.! Yar . l'1!U..... l 48 i-ho 
Foroign F..xchallge - in bla.ck p.nd th 3 3. our debi to Frr. e :t'Ol: 
our Boors of tor te. 0 la,1"r;e" .. is the Ji'"rOnch Du of 8 
declnas, oquivnlont 0 15st U. 3. cU~."roncy. :t 3f;1:"39 tJ;s could 
have or1smated _n th Soni;ll and :ent b .. ' F . of T .. to . P.C. On 
the other hnnd, 1 t co lId have ortr,1nnted at O. p.c . 

I neree one hu..'1<ire p rcent that no muto1.'inl should ')0 

offered in the Bulle'tin and I :n:ooto Larry to that effect . r nlso 
ngrDe that A. foe should be charged by the A.Co.a-ltteo and udv1~ed 
h1l'l to consult \11th the ne. bel'S of !lis Co ' itteo and to formulate 
a. plan. 110 doubt he has taken the t ter u V ;-1 th • ou by this !. imo . 

\ lth rOBards -

Cordially yours , 



, 

Dear Stan, 

PHONE UNIVERSITY 1.4399 

H. W. STARK & CO. 
18652 BIRCHCREST DRIVE 

DETROIT 21 , MICH. 

April 4, 1950. 

Thought you might be interested 
stampless cover. Red---Thamesville, U.C. 
Thru Windsor, C. W. (strait line) (on back 
Thru Detroit Nov. 12, to Bethlehem, Pa. 

in the enclosed 
Nov. 10 , 1843; 
of cover). 

There were three of these covers 8nd I took the 
earliest date. Note canadian red Paid 7. and our 25~. 

Dont know if Boggs would be interested but you 
can send it to him if you want to. 

Sincerely, -7 j 
~~'-/I 

P.S. Here is another cover t hat I believe to 
be rare. I have not seen anything like it before. I am 
~oing to repair the cover at the top. I have never seen 

SHIP LETTER" cancelling the stamps. What do you think 
of it. 



April 8 , 1950. 

J,u" .. HR~old \;. f'tnrk, 
P. O. Box ~~88, 

Ann Arbor, 111ch. 

Dear 1:11)"01c1: 

Hor""with tho t\70 co Ters as pm:- YOUi."s of the 4th. 
Both nre Y', i.hor ummunl and j.nterosting . 

The cov -II' 1'1'01'1 Canada. This shoHs n payment "to tho 
Lines" 0:£ seV0n pence ( fuCanadB). and thru th~ Windsol" Lx
chanee Office to Detroit whn,rn i1; 'illS rnted as an lnEp.1d 10'vter 
with 8{h! duo.. It is I y guens thut th1.::; is not n vary scarce 
itep bocau.·o there nust hn e been qu1te (l lot~ of nail th~:'U the 
\,1ndsor - :Detroit offices in the early forties . 

on April 
a ~lied 

n!'f'ect i vo 
d.onbt 

..;t . Johnts exchanJed 'lit; Portland and J, lstPOl't , ~uino 
and Bost on, !~'1:;r.n . (sec 1867 r . I,. :, .. .. - Roeull1. tlonA - ')aeo 3G) . 
This ins not planed in tho Ioaton :n . 0 .. bltt; ailod di:.. ... cct abOflI'd 
s hip und thus receivod the !Io\l!L s'>1icl: 1"1A.j'l{1ng of II SP!P L Tm- J;. .. 11 

Thus 3~ 1B67 gr .11 with n Cannel! h4. l!U' 1 ¥: u~od fie UTl:IIGt-l' . 
C'u1te nice. I Slde P!-lotOS 01" fro ~. _ '" 1) K~ nr~ the 1 .ttO:L... ~~.~-
1n8s ure V(/l~ ir ortnni~ . This cover , ..... !-cine ",5 very rn:'e and 
the !'flaso is ·Jlito o hvious . It did not eo thru tho Boston . 0., 
but WH.3 nailod d11'l~ct abo'lrd ship. 

I f'nilod to !'lnci th:'i.fl nm'kin~~ listed in tho In:i~!,ett or 
Bose. books 

Thnnka verY' l'lU.ch f.or u OUI'S of the :~nd '.I':tth chocl~ for 
t65 .00 for tho !;lu."oe COVfil'S. Iso V I1,flnks for roturn of tha 
strnieht-li 0 nd the Conred. Patriotic . 

As fal' as do ~ l.6 a fru.iil:r is concorned. u televisiC! 
sot bad onoug.'t1 but a p 01 t 1· 1 v.. 0 .... t as :tt takes up the 
tine i the dayti .e . ! ha e tele: iaion sot tll' t ! bou[pt in Jun. 
end I don't think "l1ldred p.nd I havo br en away from it ~Ol"e than 
three or four nights. since we havo had it . It rcaJly has cade 
regular bUl s out of ~~th 01' us . If I ouI£" en I n pool tabla I 
suppo S~ 10 would 1nd up in the Poor ous in ( fa' onth ' f) time . 

1ldred joinn le in best \1:luhea to Ruth, tl 0 rm~ily 
and you. 

Cordially yours , 



• 
"\ 

DONALD MACGREGOR 

A.P.S. 15160 - c. C. OF N. Y. 

1602 HOUSTONIA AVENUE 

ROYAL OAK, MICHIGAN 

~St~ .' 
~~~~-F~~~ 

~ ~ ~b-ro ~, 
?-

13'JJ ~~~~~~i~ 
~~ o-J. ~ ,0 h-L --t- f" 't. --tt., ~ 
~"'--~ ~ - ~ ~ ~ ~ ~~ ~Chy 
V~-~ j~d ~-tL ~~ -fu. ~ 

--tLsl~ p- 6V\. ,~ --t:e.. ~~, 
~ r av~ L ~~ 'Y\A-t'~ 1. ~ 
cJ~ · j~1L~t~~ 
~ o:r 'O .P, ~ . ~ ~ ~c1 ~ -::<L ~ 
~~ ~i-~ ~ Ct-~ ~~ 't 

-GJLQ ~ ~ p~~ ~ e~ · t-k 
~~~. ~ rrK, ~~~ 
t!w ~ w4 J 1~cl '.;t , j ~ f(~ 
~~~~~~~~~~~ 
~-;)r~~~~~ 
a-~~t~,~~~ '~ 

tA;j- ~ ~ (~ '"to ~ '1 'f:fu ~+ 
~ tJ1\! 

~~L;.,~~~~ 
'ttu ~ ~ ~ (]~ ~ ~ 



,------------------------ I 

DONALD MACGREGOR 

A .P.S. 15160 - C. C . OF N . Y. 

1602 HOUSTONIA AVENUE 

ROYAL OAK. MICHIGAN 
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\ 
T . Donald ::s.oGree;or , 

2126 Grn:d Rivo:t:> Avo . I 

lJE'tl'.)it 1, ,!~.ch. 

De ar-Don: 

Apr :tl 10iLh, l GSO. 

H<:n·ewith your 12ft lfHj? cov er t o SC tlnnd nnd in lay 
op i nion i t is as good HS gold. I failed to note fl fJille1c 
F'\.1.~3p:tcious .. eattn"o and thero is not the glightest duu1Jt in 
my nin<l tl:Lnl.., the nOVbr' 2.S parf'Qetl~ l;O{)\1 fl."1(l does not show any 
fl Qi.:t o~~ ruOl.key bUR :\1~e S s • 

Jlhe "5yt! is in the Rh.:e ~ .. fiS the lim; York postnnrk, 
as rry quart(~ In~p c1onons ,rates and \tnssmuch tiS the "Cr-own 
Register'eel" is it El'>itish mnrki:nr" the lattol:'1 mu~ npp!.icd ove~" 
the "5?j' . II lin viaual ind1cati>n t o t~;.e cantl,·ary is un optical 
illur ion, inlW opi l:L<>n . 'flhe str:.n'ps are f.ron Pla t.e One , the 
only pl~J.te·· of tl e 12!Z fhr t I;HlS in. use at th(} tir..e . Sur~ly stampn 
viera used to pRy thE" rni;c and S 1rely t to ntnrolps wera usod, henc e 
they had to '~)e 12¢' frOl Pl~lte One . The r. ~;s.. ps d.o not show any 
evidencn ti-lI:l,t they 'Wore l,>e;l;QVod and T-('3plncen on the Dovor,' in 
fact, Cl1o!'c in ruthor definite evidence th, t they have not teon 
tlisturbed. 

I exa!:l.insd t l~.S oovo1" V(;~~"j- CR1'>o1'ully under my quartz 
l amp end umlep my binoculn.:e rlicl"oncope bocan~ '" I wanted to be sure . 
r ,n l no r~l:lde a negative thru ~ e;~\~~!l f:llter't Perhaps :It v:~.ll br~ing 
out tho 1.'9 int rod brmm 1I,5-k. t. __ n addition I m~ de Rn exposul"O (F 1 28 ) 
un der )' y q·.lfirt~i In'lp (one 110\,1.1' J.5 11.nutos) . One c~m, ne or toll l- C'.1 

such n nOBative VT11J tu~m ont, bu.t J.t tl:Leh i; -bi~i g \Ill the lffY~fI very 
plain . 

Don. you ure (loll'lg n 1"1 10 )icco Qf ,;ol'k on IIR ei~torGrl ;"n11!1 
and it is nlrmys H pIt "~l rs for 10 to]m d you nny nS3:i.~tullce in l'1Y 
po vo . In j~nct, it ).0 n priviloGe, 00 ,meier nnch Cil'(;lUJstHYlCO S I 
would novOj~ think of chni'ging ~ron n feo . Thnnks n million for your 
kindness ir. ~Ol dins the check r:hich I r,·tllrn hAT"Ov/1th. 

I -chink this ~.s n very ',J'cnderful cover and I HB (H)li5htGd 
to Boe 11; . \lhether my nOGnt1vAS turIl out 60oc'1.. or bad , I \"Ll1 ut 
l east send YOl som~G printo. 

With best . :1shos 

Cordially yours, 



... 

!r. Don HaoGregor, 
2126 Grand R1ver Ave ., 

Detroit , nich. 

Dear Don: 

Hay 27, 1950 • 

Here 1s a letter fro Arthur Pierce regarding 
Ethol IInrper' S opin:ton of YCJUya "&13" !!illrkin~. I doubt if 
she could havo done worse. 

I sent my good friBnd rau~ica Blake n phbbo
print to !lee 1f I could stu..'":lP him but he C!1.1;.e rieht up 
\1ith the correct ana ier. 

Do you co~~e8pond witl Elliott Perry? If so, why 
not send him a photo-print and ask hin if he CB-71 e~plnin it? 
Offer to pay him a fee (I will re .bursa you) and make out 
like you don't know the answer. IIe is such a bie-know-it-
0.11. 

Co:-edin.lly yours , 



'~ny ~~6 , 1950. 

, 
-r . Ar.thur PiE rce, 

lobson TJ ;0 , Inc . , 
225 5 . F teenth st ._ 

I Ph_ladelphiu 3 . n . 

~ 
• 

• • 

':h nkA v,ry nuch 1"01" your kind lottcn.:a of tho ~.{th . 

nero is tho oxplamL ,1 n o.C tho II 5~' r .. n "'kin£; on tho 
Rogistol"od rate cover fro_ "Hest nion, !o~a."JI (A'''' . 11, l8b9) 
thru i York to L.)cotland. 

Thi< lett r ,ont thru tho "For ign J..;xCMl''{f0'' oft ice of. 
1'10 He ,. York ost Offico (11( it vms thoro th'lt tho 5'1" vms p-

pl Tl 1. ra-s vidC'mtly O .. le :itl t·o ~~tE'dpars , a 5 tl m Lone 
ith f . I It""" p!'0sontod a c', It to the Dritinh Po. t Orrice ~ept . 

of f ... centf', u . ~J . cur oney. (j lot tor \Ins OZ'\lurdod by n 
.ricnn Pnckoi; (. o.ninC t tLo c:;,: .. _uao of "',.) 'H •• p . O. lJ . ) nr 

the ;Y'it1. h £lhq,l~O of 1;' 0 tJjj (;10 . '\.' ra ( 't:1 .5/ (U . S. c:r-. ) . '_he. 
24!{ rate u(' an fo 10 IlJ: 

Thu U . ' . t! gistrntion J.OO 11t th t t:1J. e on 11 to G.n. 
7U 5" and such S V11::.ro equally Clivi eu bet men tho two cOUlltrles . 
1- c dentally the rog tiorod feo \ml) a foo payable by the .or.dor in 
cash, not in strops . Renco t/non the nen or rag1atoro the lott.r at 
orrg. n , ho )c ill a fa in cash of . {. Thus tho er d1t to 1.hc British 
P. O. D. \ leu' ;:,¢ P1US~1l~ 0:" 5fr¢. 

deli!; 0 m v1cl r' to the U. S.-Br1t1ch Postal Treaty of 
1848 101' signod a ton on. l"'ch 20, lB56 nne l t Lo dOh on 
Apr!l th" 1856 . so ar 1cles provided i'or tho r SJ.. trutlon of 
lotters exchangod bo )OU tho t\;Q co.ltl,trios . '~nch cOlmtry had tho 
r i ght 0 fiX the n tnt of th rogiotrnt loon foe , n.nd th .... 00 col_octed 
~ns to bo oqu lly divide • ---

In all ny ox ,r1enco I 0 :;oon vcr:J fo 1 l~e i! tCl"ed covors 
(prior to laCO) fro J i,he U. S. to G.. (thif' pR tic t nr cov 1" 0 tho 
o lly one t ~ t I lmvo OVal' seon 11th th or.( it hnnclbt pad. 

v • 

Perhaps 
ph ot o rap' • 

!HJ nnrp I' iOul .. like to retain t elosed 



#2 . 111' . Al ... tlmr Piorce, Uay 2G , 1950. 

r I dou.bt if' nOi~~ thnn n dozen ac vanccd collGctors in 
this countl"Y could expln.in tho eMine of J;ha.t II§$. II 

, 

. . 
~ 

11th kindest regr rdu -

CopcU .. nlly YO'l1.rs , 



. . 

I 

( 

CJxObson .£;0 we, !lnc . 
Philatelic Auctioneers and Publishers 

GOVERNING DIRECTOR 
LONDON AND PHILADELPHIA 

ROSSON LOWE 

225 S. FIFTEENTH ST. TELEPHONE : 
AMERICAN DIRECTOR 

ARTHUR PIEROE PHILADELPHIA 3, PA. KINGSLEY 5-4324 

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook 
33 N. Ft. Thomas Avenue 
Ft. Thomas, Kentucky 

Dear Mr. Ash brook: 

June 5, 1950 

of 
Many thanks for your letter oontaining your explanation 

the c OVf!fr. 

to 
I know Ethel will be glad to see it, and I will show it 

her when sh e comes over. 

Thanks and best wishes. 

o:;;:\-)~ 
Art.,hur--pfi,roe, Managing Director 
ROBSON LOVYE, INC. 

AP/mc 
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GEORGE W . LINN 
PRES. til TREAS. GEORGE w. LINN COMPANY 

HAZEL L . MORGAN 
81lCRIlTARY 

CARL P. RUETH L. F. TURLEY 
ADVIlRTISING VICE PRES . INCORPORATED 

::::m: ::::::m::m:::: : : ::::::::: ,:: ::: ::: :::::::::::: ::: :::: Ill : : : me::::::::: 
PRODUCERS OF PUBLISHERS OF .j 

, LINN'S WEEKLY STAMP NEWS LINN PHILATELIC PRODUCTS 

, 
Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook, 
Fort Thomas, Ky. 

Dear Stanley:-

119·121 EAST COURT STREET 

Sidney, Ohio, U.S.A. Aprd:ih 3, 1950 

First let me say AI~N to the decision of the PF on letting you in 
on their secrets. I can quite agree with you that they are not doing the 
right thing in this matter for I believe that you have been known and 
recognized as one of the optstanding students of early U. S. issues. 
Is there another man on their Committee who bears a reputation in this 
field to match yours? 

As for the Cole cover. This certainly could not have been used for 
a lc rate as you point out. In the first place you say the letter was 
sealed' That leaves it out. If cut for a bisect for Ic why would they 
make 2/3 of the stamp do the duty when one third would have been proper. 
The bisect if it is such might have been for a 2c rate but certainly not for 
a 3c rate. If it was intended for a oc rate why cut it 2/3 size, why in the 
hell did the fellow not stic~ the whole stamp on it and let it go at that 
for he certainly did not save the other piece and use it for on~ cent on 
another letter. Then if cut why was it not cut straight rather than in 
the wiggly shape it is. Who would cut a line that crooked wthh a pair 
of shears. 

Amother matter you call attention to is the merk in center of circle. 
That of course would show up better on the original than on the Photo. Was 
the mark the color of the cancel. Wouldnlt photography show it up in some 
manner that would be help~ul. 

Then there is a point I see ,,,hich you have not mentioned and that is 
the Baltimore date stamp in circle is different than on the cover you have 
sent me. It is a much smaller size one than on your cover. The SEP and JUL 
are the same type, but the figures 5 and 8 are a different font of type, one 
being a couple MM higher than the other. Maybe those points checked 
with other cancels will show something. I believe I have a number of 
Baltimore Stampless and intend to check them tonight and see just what they 
show if I find I have then. Just noted that the photo attached to your 
photo of Certificate is not actual size as the stamp is smaller, so that 
probably accounts for the above differences. Sort of misled me till I 
checked. Yet however if the figures 5 and 8 are different on these piedes, 
\<rhy do the SEP and JUL m~q,sure the same. This indicateS. that the SEP must 
b~ taller than the JUL. This would seem to indicate that there were two 
fonts of type for these months and figures and taat the ~ in your cover 
should belong with the..-SEP as it would be about the same height. While the 
JUL on your cover belongs with the 5 in the photo. Also is it not a fact 
both of these markings are on one cancel stamp or are they. If both on o'ne 
stamp distance apart could be checked. It is hard to compare photos with 
r eal things .. 

ADDRESS ALL CORRESPONDENCE TO THE CORPORATION AND NOT TO INDIVIDUALS 



GEORGE W . LINN 
~RES. a TREAS. HAZEL L. MORGAN 

.IICRIITART 

CARL P. RUETH 
VICE ~RI!S. 

G E 0 R G E W. LIN Nco M PAN Y 
INCORPORATED 

L .... TURLEY 
ADVERTISINQ 

:::;::,:m,m,m,:::, ;"';,,: ;;;;,;1;;;;;,;:::;:, ::,:::: ::;::::::::;:::::;: ,:;: ::; 

PUBLISHERS OF PRODUCERS OF 

LINN'S WEEKLY STAMP NEWS LINN PHILATELIC PRODUCTS 

, 

: : ::: ::~::::m::::~ml:",;m;,,;;;;;w;;,,:~,:: I;; 

119-121 EAST COURT STREET 

Sidney, Ohio, U.S.A. 
Personally I think the PF are expecting too much from you and 

not playing fair for certainly they should not object to getting the best 
opmnion based on all the knowledge they can find . 

Why not tryt~g being hi-hat with them on some requests that they 
might make of you . It can work both ways . 

When anyone thinks they know it all and that no one else has a right 
to question their opinion, then that someone is just silly for there is 
always a possibility that they can be wrong . 

Never mind bothering Kershner about those other photos . He has 
probably been given hell by the P. F. for letting you have a set 
and is stalling about sending out another set . It makes no difference . 

Have you seen the catalogs of the Schenck material. The second one 
has his Br~tish in it and some nice material. The next one is to be U. S . 
and we will see what Harmer does with the Portsmouth cover . I am all 
on needles and pins to see if they include it and what they say when they 
do. One thing is certain. If it brings a good price I will let mine go 
if someone wants to take a flyer, but it will not go at any measly figure . 
I do not need a couple hundred and such money would not tempt me to sell. 
I will either get a Postmaster Provisional price for it or keep it . 

Will let you hear if I have any Baltomore stampless with 
any similar cacels on them. 

Cp r d la] ly, }LJ;01 ~ 

ADDRESS ALL CORRESPONDENCE TO THE CORPORATION AND NOT TO INDIVIDUALS 



No .. ?'9.?'~ ......... . ~~~~.Y. .. ~ ....... l9-?Q ... . 

THE PHILATELIC FOUNDATION 
22 EAST 35 T~ STREET 

NEW YORK 16. N. Y. 

EXPERT COMMITTEE 

We have examined the enclosed .. JJni.te.d .. S.ta.t.es .. 

. J~.~;J,.., ... :~i.J .. .r.9.~.~ . , ... #.~P., ... 9A ... 9.qy'e::r., ... 9J1-l-.~ ... J?~;J,.t.im9re 

.. ~~nQ.~.)'l~t;i.Qn .. -:,: .":'. :-: .":'.":'. :-: .":".:-:.'":'.":". :-: .":'. :-::7:~.:-:.,:".:-::7.':'::7.":".:-:~.':':~::'.'!':~.~--

---------------------------------------------........................................ .... ....... .. .... .. ............. ......................... ....... 

submitted by .. :-:::'.~.! ... ~.~r.~ ... P.~ ... q.ql~ .... '7.':'::7::-::'7.7.7: .7 .":'. :-: .7.7:-:':.7'--

of which a photograph is attached : .. 9.p. ... t4.~ .. X'.~y.~r..~.~ ... ":"--

and are of the opinion that 4fOi~ ... ~A~ ... C;.!3,P..~E!.:U~.t1.Qn 

.is ... genu.1ne ... ~.~.'"" ."'.~.,.,.":':,., . .,. ..... '"".~.,., . .,. ..... ~.'".,.,~ . .,..,., . .,.."' ..... "' ......... ,..."' .. _--





~ .• r,dgar B. JOGaup, 
1475 Ponoll st ., . 

Oakland, Calif. 

Dear Edgar: 

arch 25, 1950. 

As peI' yours of th ~,2 ,I run roturning her~with your 
lOr! 1857 cover or S.F. Hnr. ] 2 , also the sin 10 1¢ 1851, 
(6RIIJ). And with th,m I run 1rl g two photo prints ( co >4-

pl1laonts) and lao a superb 12~ 18 \71th n :gontn cnncol i1h ch 
I thought you \folid liko to acquire. ':phis j _0 ooPY' 1snot 
mine but placod in m'J hands to sell @ 45.00. 

Ro .. tho photo of the lOr! 1857. This is n photo by r:ry 
quartz lamp - exposUI,1 one rmd f.l. half hours. It wns fin attc pt 
to bring out vory plnin tho co and "10" on the stonp. I hRd n 
photo of this cover but only half 01' it, so I made n now ona fit a 
reclucod sizo. This cover is wondorful. It S.s ff Old stamps Not 
Recognizodu - Due lOt.;. I have it i'iled undor the S.F. section of 
"0.S.1.R." in files. Tho only othor covor in t s class (S.F.) 
that I hav6 soon 10 the 3¢ 1857 covor that in in tho rnl Harr.1a 
collootion. Your cOV.1' and rrq single off . covor nre the only lOrt 
1857 thnt I have Gven" Hoen with tho ~o~. tr r ~len I ,-;rot wou, I 
forgot about your cov;)r becau3e I 1 filed undo!' "O.S.n.R." I 
pogiocted to put a notation 01' it in £5.10 of " . F . " 

I have to cl0 fl lot of orOBS f .. ling a.n( clue to tho lack of opare 
time I frequently fail to nalce notat._ons. Yes, th,,1.s cover s n honoy -
no doubt About that - in foct , the sort of thing that \10 botl like 
very nch. porhnp Dr. Pollnnd 7ou1(1 like n print - If no, send him 
thir ono and. I will sond you anothor. Impross upon him how vory un
usual this 1s - ho 'I rare - nnd how verry dos 1l-'ab16. It is an ita liko 
this th t develops n l"ohl colloctor like Polland. I' think that ho has 
the mnki!lgs of all unusual collectol" - n roal student . One of his 
class is \/o:eth 10,000 of tho spaco .filling class. I l so glad thut 
you nrc f~iondly vl_th h10 because he can loam so Much fron you. \,e 
need collectors of his typo to carryon. 

Re -tho Pollnnd 1/ t 57 cover '7ith squllr-e grid. Yes, ;hcre 
'"laO it nailed? I 1iLsh ! 1rnew. InnsIlUch as I novor beard of tho uno 
of' a square C;X'id at S. F. I \IllS nmazed to nee it. nut I hnve soen 
VOl'Y', vory few pr:i.n ted circulars to California add.resses fro S.F. 
so I surmisod thnt such a killer I!light havo beon uned thero. I con
s1<lorcd tho possib1lity th~t n Inrgo amount of c irculrws COl.1.1d 11 
boon printed in !l0\.1 York ani mailed th{)l"o but I nevor sm1 n late use 
at Te\1 York of this grid. An 1852 'Use thoro Hould be late. 

Sncrrunonto Enrlt Post ark. ltnthnn did not send e his S . L. 
cover of Oct. 21, IS4g b'l a photostat. It is ' addressod to Covington, 
Ky.· 10 deuot you fuiv'e soen it or have n print . Ro - my- rocord of 
Aug. 7, 1849. It is n narru.script as follo'Js - folded letter 

SJ\CRE mUTO or T':l - AUG 7 .. 40 
Iirn. E. D. Gooding 

Goodings Grovo 
.111 Co 

Illinois 

.. 

, 



to 

#2 . 
Lir . J":.dl}nr B. Jessup, }laroh 25 , 1950. 

Vlay back :tn 19.35, son:eono sont somo covers with tho lotters 
onclosed (or fo1dod letters) to Fennel, as Editor of the A. P. - not 
for salo but to look at . I havo no idoa rtho' ovmed thai . ny rocord 
sho lR that there l( rG 1'our COVBI'R in tho l ot . Tho Sac City lotter 
'limB da.tod insiclo July 30, 1849. They, wore frO! n man on his \;my 
aoross tho plains to the gold fiolds . One WIlS r arysvillo Apr . 29 , 1851.
anothor 10\1 Orleans (<in to?) - {l.nothor :tnt 0 st. IJou1s \71 th a penc il 

" dato on face of' Apr . 12 - 1849. I only have one Pl1int of the Sac . Ci ty. 
Ii' you \/0 lId like to sec it I \1111 loon it to you. 

Polland 90, t 61 on pioco. S1..'lCO lust lottor , I found tho 
large photos t fit I l':lH.<10 t .lave 'not boen ablo to find any notes thnt 
I ntdo rcenrdi ~ opinion of it . Is it ~O~ rocollection that I 
thought soneono 1"'0 ed a ~)!t 18Gl and nubst1tutec1 tho 90~? You l! .r-
hapn rocnll t'lO vay thrlt Br:r 10 com~idoJ:ed f'nl:os thnt WG!'e very clover . 
It w s this - "us 101 o.s t cy look O. K. \7M t ' s tho dii'feronco? II rGr
haps tho Polland item 1.3 O. K. - P rhupa my analysis in 1943 ms in 
error. ITc sent it to to ufter he acquirod it and I advisod h.u:.1 that 
I est1onod it SO!:lO years aGo but no ou Jt it was gen inc . If you 
locato lettor r gal'ding it I 'tl'Ould 11k to see it . 

S . F . Double - circle Post ark. Your cov,r "1th SEP 19 1861 is 
3t111 tl~ cnrliost kn~n in ~ rccoraa . Inclrlentally t Elive a very 
poor photo of this cov r . \ ill you plnnso send the COVGj> to e so that 
I can ka II ne 'I negative? 

Re - the latest kl own uso Richey had e. covor ,;1th throe 
10t, 1869 stamps fro Shanghai , Ginn - r Y 12 • .It had a S . F . p . m. of 
JUn 15 - no yaar on tho covor. It 18 possinle that the usc ~TaS actually nwo bocause I doubt 1£ any supplies of the 1869 ste po woro on hand 
in China us oarly as IHny 12, 1869. If so, then S\_ppll0 lare sent thore 
us Boon LS tho stamps Jere ssued - (nro,md April 1, 1869) . 

S. F . coS - t3y enrl1est is your Patriotic of Dec . 27 , 1861, 
and tho latost 1ri Sop. 16 , 1867, though I foal - athm:~ sure tnnt tfie 
typo uaa u cd ch later. Dontt yOU? InCidentally in a sale of the 
s e Mero'U.!'"y stamp Co. in J1.UU~ 1943 there 'Was an orf COVGI' copy of' a 
90)C 1867 crill 11th n cog cn.ncal. The crill miSht hnvo beon t· fake. 

stP.t d in YOllr lotter t lnt OU ;mro aneles· 
itomfl but . 011 failod to do so. 

a "nows 

ant: Cant Book. "1 don't knOYI mut thO ~st broue;ht at auction, 
Pro~ab1y v~5 . 00 to .0&; 00. \7.honover a deal r et a a pair thoy ask . 
r 40. 00 to 50. 00. I vo 11 pair that belo s to . ill Au11 that he aut . 
I can 011 it under IT .Y. pricen - I1hntevor they aro . Tho Chuse 3¢Y1851 -
original odition in n slow sale - I hnvo 11 duplicate eopy for sale . 
Ii' you :7unt to sond :vonI' co.. to plUE tho One Cent p ir I ' ll ins ort 
an ad in f~StflIlPS . fI , 

I ms plonned to learn in your last letter thnt you had n 
lettor f.ro IIugh ClarK. SeverH.l days later I received n long lctte·~ 
fro him. ne tn ted he waR ell bettor nnd htld p.1.rchuaod n big lot of 
Covara fr:e Go lon llarner and fiS having n grnnd tine. I sure would 
like to GOG ~. 

You p~obnbly I!lonnt thnt Hugh has 500 d11'forent Pntr10tic e -



, 

.. 

#3. 
llr. J£dgar B. Jessup, Unroh 25, 1950. 

RiA colloction must nuroly contnin flfmy thounands. I stnrtod him 
to collect then \lay back about 1917. 

Walter Born - Give the Borns our·kindost roeards. Vory 
sorry to nr3nl' that he 1s not in top health. 

new York Ocean 1 a1l - I".lR.rkmg \11th the snnll grid. CAtr 
ear11est of reool'd (Blnke &; S.B.A.) to Californ'.A. - is IiA.r. 6, 1854 -
a cover to Sacramento - tho latest is your 5¢ 18G1 Bni'f block - Is . 
th1s the data. you wanted? 

Lnter 

Very seldo 1, if.' over, am I able to find somothill[!; 
p1n~ed. But h(.re is on excopt:ton - In r:ry box on S.F. cogs - u 
P_lotographs - traCings - etc - otc - way dovin at the botto of 
box - I found the copies of so' etters I wrote yon 1n August 
relnt1ve to the ?lork I ~IA.S dOing at that tj.me on the S .F. nags 
dwblo-clrcle IX'sttllB.1"ks. 

1s
lot of 
tho 
1943 
and 

It SO<:HilS that the gO¢, 011 piece f.irst Clmo up in n sale by 
the Mer6urY Stomp Co. on Jl.IDe 17-18, 1943. It VIae pnrchnsod by Souren 
for e50.00. In tho srune sale thero was a 90~ 1867 grill - single off 
covor. I ·_ant :toned this above. Hel"e is a portion of my lettor to you, 
dated Aug. 8, 1943: 

"·10'{ for YOlU' lot tor. First the 90r{' 1861 on piece \lith the 
cog. I didn t t kno 1 . t 10 boueht tho 90t 1867 grill COr;;! BO .. hem I ,;rote" 
8m ron several °'0 kn nBo I only requonted that he send mo tho 90S'{ 1861. 
This ho did [mel the 1 tom n.rrlvoc1 IDn t T\l0sclny. I exmnined it veI7 
carefully and made Govornl photogl"apha. 1 dolayed "l'lt1nt; you on this 
I:1lltter because I hopod to Bend pr:lnts to you w1th the lotteI' regarding 
it. 
One thine; is sure, if that cog is genuinG, then its type is noVi to me. 
1 novel' saw a S . F. cog like tllo.t one, by ~7hich I ann, I have no record 
of n cog on th1s plece of covor. Tho postnBrk itself is genuine I nm· 
qulte mire, bocause it has defects Which are comnon to othor examples, 
I have. 1 think \10 W01"O vrrong in nssut'line that thero were only throe 
typos of tho cog. I thin1~ our Typo III 1~] O.K. but I think there is some 
con1\taion about Typos I and II. All th9.t "Ie supposed belonged in those 
t iiO typ:w may belOl'lB in three and raa.ybe four typos. I think \/0 are 
especially' rong on the Typ~ I. 
All of the above has nothing to do \11th the Sotll'eri item. It is unl:lke 
allY type I have on record. I don't know hether it i~ genuine or not. 
Uo evidence thnt I could soa disclosoCi ftrri fakirig. If' the item 1s 
genu1.."10 then the 'coB' is surely a type that \1flS not used on the low 
values of t 1e 1801-66 issues. 
The st~p 1tself was gorgeous , perfectly cent~red, the papor fresh nnd 
whito, the color superb, the ongraving suporb. The color ~aB ospec1ally 
attrnctivo. It 1s "a l~le soft blue, in fact, so~t of a velvet shade, 
very warm and soft. '" dono mOJ .... o 70rd - If the item is genuine it is 
10rth £'='0 (;150 to 200. I aakod ~ouron j_f it VlaH £01' f3Hle and his 
reply las to tho effect thnt he bouBht thO item for "his m~ collection 
and did not C(U'O to p rt ;ith it; 1'or loss thnn ,250. By Jove I ~m 
almost inclined to beliove it in \/01'th Buch f\ pricH provi<led it is 
genuine. 



.. 
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#4. 
Jr . Edgar B. Jessup, J"arch 25 , 1950. 

"To Sho\l IhRt n lot of' dubs there are in new Yorlc, thoy Ip.t So lron have 
this 1 t for ,,50 . Of co lrso, no ona Ruspected it m:tght not be O.K. 
Ono would have to know tho c08 tYPCR to SUA poet such a thing. 
I returned thB itcm to Souren and marely told h1.m that tho cog type 
on th1B item was new to a, honce I rms delishtac1 to sae the item. I 
asked him to chock it carefully and to refer the r attar to Teddy and 
to toll cddy that I would liko to see an exuct duplicate of thls typa 
if he eouId show onA to mo . I Il1so called his attention to tho fact that 
n tcog' on nn 1867 grill vmo tmknrn"m to :n 0, and asked him to check 'lllith 
Teddy on thin po:t.'lt. ~ 0 doubt tho t COB' laH genuine but the grill was n 
fake. If Sou!'on bou~ht this 1ton maybe he v/ill sond it on lator. I'll 
keop you ucl.viHed. 
Colo'sat in on thiA !lalo and lFJt this item [:;0 to SOl.ll'On f'0l'" (,50, yot if' 
the thing is genuino it is t}lO MO. t boauiiit\:1.1 OO~{ 1861 th~lt I havo seon 
in any a. clay. II 

Attached to the above is you reply dated Aug. 12th, but you 
:made no l!lention of tl e 90~t 161 piece. Incidontally I Llay send J.Jr. 
Polland a copy of th _ above quote . 

Under date of Aue. 28th, 1943 I a6aL~ reforred to tho 90t on 
pioce as folloJs: 

"Again re - that Morcury iteM, the 90~ Oll picce. I have tho post
lOOrk 1iRted e.a Type t A,' (soo photo hOl'e) but I III vo no other rocord of 
a strike quite like this one. Do yo l. suppon~ it is E.\. i'nko? I .believe 
thn t tho 1 Fob. 28, 1 862 .. ' alongs 1de of 1 t is the s rune type but I H!ll not 
sure. The lettors 0 to line up but I art not sure . tI 

Undo!' date 'Of' Sap. 2ncl, 194.3 you 'Wrote: 

liThe Sour:-m pip-co i9 a puzzle to rle . II 

. I ha.ve a vague recollection that this 90~ on piCCO came up 
again in a sale along abo"ott 1940 or 1947 but I rt1ny be mistaken on that. I 
hf va no record in my card filas of such a sRle. Back 1-'1 1943 I seemed to 
be rather suspicious of thai; 90¢ on pieco b It I evidently firm't sure 
[hether it mlS good or bad . And fUl'ther, it :las that ite!11 that started 

me on m:y nt dy of the S. F. cogs. I continu.ed t:to at lc1y for seve nl 
r.lonths - issued a Research Bulletin - did not recfiiva any co-operation 
fron anyone but :rOll - aot burly on othm" things and nevor rGS1.LilOd the) study. 
If' yo'.,'!. and I had ntl,y co.~rc8pondence Inte_ on about tho l1ercury item I 
have no m~nlO of snma or any recollection. 

J1th regards -

Yours etc •• 







ilr . Eugene Jaeger, 
34 Sumner Ave ., 

Edgerrood 5, R.I . 

Denr '.~. Jaoger: 

April 11, 1950. 

I am in receipt of. yourfJ of the uth 'Vlith the four covers 
which I run returning herowi the Rere fll~O nome COFll"lOnts: 

Cover to ITussin. I W1 Hell acquainted \/1 th rr . Guenther 
and I located for hil it stur.1plo.ss coveT." a few Heoks neo v/ith tho 
"England - Bre. on mank1ne. Ho 'mmted such fln lter'l becnuso ho 1ms a 
lOS'! 1847 on a pieco of covor nnel tied 'by such a narking. I hnvo 
nurlerou8 eXaJ!lples of tho II A er iea - Bremen lf marking and ue vised him 
reeardine same but it was tho rrEne;lnnd" typo that ho 'Nas tryine to 
locate. 

I do not think the IIAmer1ca" is scarce. YOUT." cover is 
quite nice . It evidently originated on the Pacific side and was 
carried privately to New York by a \ ells FEll~go essonger and 11lniled 
there. You lill noto that tho rate WElS paid only to BreI"len. Tho 

to to Prussia vin Bremen was l5¢. Yon are quite right about tho 
ndtl marking, that 1s, on mail f.rom tho U. S. I don't know 

nrking should be scarce &n mail from. England, beCAuse a lot 
ish r.mil suroly went to Bremen nnd t'l'iru t a t port to other 
tiona in the Gorr.k'1.n States . Likevlino I havo no 1doa what the 

114 11 rnonnt in the "Englnndtl type. 

Cover to ItA.1'l. Tho stnmp is surely not an O. B. and my 
guess is that the use vms Doc. 1854 or ptbssibly 1853. At any rate 
the 3~ pay nt did not pay nrwthing and tho lettor was :forwarded under 
t British TroA.ty as unffi1d. lto doubt thr\.1. BORton. It is stranse 
thero :ts no 5!'- debit too' British P.O. ns there should have been. 

Cover Hnvana to Paris. It is my et10SS that this ',lent 
from navana to f~e'l Orlenns who:£'e the "Stonnship 10" unn applied, 
thenco to IIoH York Vlhero thp, encircle,r"!O" wns applied. The French 
due aha./s "12 doc:lmos ll vms dne in Frnnce and thnt tho U. S . waa on
titled to lOt and the debit 'tlA..tcI to EnGland rather thnn to France. 
In other words, our interost in this letter inS the collection of tho 
lot steal ship rate , nnd n ot ("sri portion of the rate to France. 

"Ship 12" ~~ e have v ory little evidonce hore to go on, 
except tho year use of 1846 - the origin in lln 1O.ii (?) - tho "Vera 
cruz" and the Ph11adelpllia "Shipll and :'12 ." '1'ho1'e \1(W no 
"Tehuanterc Route" in 1846 but it is quite posoiblG thnt this letter 
WEts lande at a Pacific Port of Loxico cnrried ovorland to V~rn Cruz 



, 
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/j.2 . tOr . EUgene Jaeger, April 11, 1950 • 

..-:ith tho le:>:ican postae;e prepaid. At Vnro. CJ:'UZ it vms put Rboal"d 
sh1p for the U. S . and lnndad nt Phj.lA.delphia. I have little 
doubt that rtlUch bettor time 7D.S made by thn t route than around 
the orne 

The"'o fOU1~ covorn nrc vory' 1ntoI'oatin5 :~tud:les . 

\'11th roeHl~d3 -





· I 



Apr>11 l8, 1950. 

...... - . ~ on J'nec;oJ.' , 
34 ~Ulm. r Am , 

[:d60 ..... 'O (1 (5) R.I. 

Denr r . Jao60j,H 

Yo 1J:a of the I. th x'ecoivo and! 7m 
vel.'y nuch intn:l' ,ai,eel in 'YQ'L\~ CO:tr:!" ni;n. ! atl 
i lcl1hod to bol1eve th t t :tOlU' nnnl:rs1s if) COL'ect 
as per the lBS2 r. I. ~; R .. - seo .. !1 011'3 cant Boo·, 
Vol. ? , P[,,[,-, 3?4 . - viz - "T:nple - Ki:ncdon of 
Vl£. Lnrseillos" .. 'l'bo prepH:,'tlent of' !1,~ :an rp .. 
qv.1rod on such 1)£'-'-1 '''j.n thut rou15lnc . 

In tho caSA of your COy :!?, I ju/lgo that 
they per! it/tee tl c In f;t£~' t·o bf1 fOJ:'V.'nl'dod in spite 
of: tho f~ ct the pn .. nont -;as 2¢ sho!'t . 

Yes, "foreign 'Yt~tos" arc indeed cOHp11-
cated nnd no II tto::o he; '.l1.lch on(' hns studied tho:'l, 
there 5.5 al"n:rg nonothing nor! to loam. 

~ 

ill'LCneVo1'" n problo'l p-.rcsnntn itse~f to YO'll, 
I ':"1. bo elu1 to t'l:'y find ~.:;w~tst . III th't ~my '.0 both 
can p:r.ot'11;. 

,. 

, 
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Hnrch 25, 1&50. 

-.• r. EnI'l l;.li.I,ri~l, 
;'')1(} Ho. ly ~ t ... 

NrunPR, Idaho. 

Denr Earll: 

He .. y() lor A[l.:1~19 eovm~ . .lth 10/ jlashviJ.la 
o.dorons0cl to D:..'"'. Lor.vAntOj~th of p.~'t.01"~fml:pc;.. Vn.. 

Diet~ C3f.ll t reo. photo Qf' th J.s co v ,'n" back in 
and I JU"d.c l~oueh n1:otch \)f' it. I wou1d like 
pIe.co i t ...,~.th an nc'c'l.lnl photo pp:tni.;. ':ould 
nd f;;endj.ng the co'rer to he A 0 that I can Bot 

[';oorl roco 01' it'? 

lIml dl) you mcglain the trlO" whieh is 
hnndsta11lped on .fnce? Did. you HC(l"uirao thn't by )r_vate 
source or was . t in tl sn13? I do !lot SOCl 1;0 11<,-v; 
any l~eco,pd of: 1't nt auction. ): hH'" ~ f\ neJno nU(~edham," 
so I suppose; Die tz borl~ wed :h; .f0)T"l ·~~wd.haJa Rnd l"" .. ade 
a photostnt. I htl VI) senn o·l;hep c:ovcrR .to Di? T.lCHven-
"forth. Do ;rOle. lOW p~:'!.ythi!l5 nbc'll t 'lihn i~ corJ>e~ponclenco? 

71 tll bost wiohes -



, 
I.1r . L . JJe Shon:fleld, 

1!""'.Inp1re sta.1io Bldg., 
1~(J iI Y ol'k 1. 11. Y. 

March 2fj, 1950. 

T mnks for a. look at thH phot;;o~tat which I ""oturn 
herowj,th. 1 find thAt ! had a redm'r! of t is bnt not a. photogra.p~. 
Back in Feb . 1942 Gur lJiotz am t :me a photo !trj.nt nnd I I'rJD.do n. 
rcuSh sketch oS: i.e . 1'1; WAS n!l.l' wd "Kel1el p.:,~ CO'.70r. ' 

Do you .r 10 -; anyt~in~ 'Lo 1,t the tiRo'. O.J .T.leaVenvlOrthTl 

covers? Also do yon law"l • hOI'e J:'ntl"ir.l Got thi~ cover? I hElye Po 
f:1nt r0-~oJ.lec":lor..-th':lj he wr.O'Q.(, tt,nt l~ }-lad 'cqulrod a. .ort 
Nashville on cover . . 

I r..ayc no r erno on the skoi;ch I l'l:-'l(fe nor do I ronombar 
anythi.."l8 nbout Diotz Bonnine: the ,hote to me . Th~lt" 10" on the 
cover r oos 1001-:: 311s • .I1010'1s. On ;rom'" )hotosta:1.: 11; is'marked Green -
on th,) Dietz Vl'int, no flenciol'\ .'(-w ~v-~r1e oi-' tj 10 COJ,Ol"'. Hero is my 
analysis .. 

l"'l.rL· - l. b .lie TG thn cover is e enUi'D0 provlded there 1s 
not a lfpAlb" under 'iiho stJlJ::lp. '\ocond - :r: thi!l~: the "lOll .:as n.pp11ed 
at Potersburg. It 'looks 11k,"I l'i :Cy.:.:o 'med nt, ~;hn\~ office. Yon sUi.~G'ly 
havo 6xltnpl,s n • ..i • • 'fI. Th:t'r(l - I ~\lPPOS i;h(~ cover could .1::1VO 

bet~rt over II hnl!' (ttl ounce - ·d.l~11 tho' J.Or! otamp lXl.Y'.T'" thf~ 1; ounce rate 
\11th fSl ~xtra r'"lto duo ~ t P~tGi:,!!blU'G. Opposod to th:ts tho ... rl is the 
supposition thnt tho J!rlnm OfrjeQ Rt L011itv1..11() d:tr'n't notice it ''' 'tS 
a double rate bocauf,e ()f t I.) 3 yt u. s. on relope. Ad,llIn3 at 1 ashvl1.lp, 
supposed Loulsv:tlle na eozr.cect BO ratod it HS R s:tu6J.o rut 0 • It ",Va8 

oarried to Po Gorsburg by 1 do. - no\; hy tile C.S. A. mail - hence on .. 
tared i.~he C. S . A. I·nil for the ti::,s", tir.w at Pctersbur.og Vii1(~rO it nns 
found to be a double and \;as 1'l1tol\ "5.;h tho 1110" fiD lOf~ dno ,., One 
Vlonder's why the Petornburg OiJ'iee ,,13,<'1. nl)t apply n postnll.r!'l:? Thoy 
should hllV9 done 80. 

The nh30nce oJ: n 1 o.f!hv~_lle p.m. 111dicRton timt it "ms no'!; 
plnced ~1 tho ., nil a.t lInahvi. a - Ho; can \'M Reno :mt j~oJ.' the absence 
of a Petersbure PO:3t arl-:·? Did th~ Amuns O;i:J.'ice taka the letter to 
tho P . O. thore? D1d thut office note it 'i'.,;1 flho::-t paid 10,t? Because 
of that did they l'ate it as a do ll.>le nnrl d icl iHln pay the extra dime? 
If GO, why dIdn't tbe P. O. strunp ·tpAID~tl 

I would like to eXHni1lo tho covc-r and SAO if t:lero 1::: H 
flpA,ld" under the ..,tamp. YOll W 111 x'ooal1 that the Adm.ill Of rico 't~Bee. 
0.' hnndstamp If?ostnSG Paid. n Thoy uRad that ott Joper before tile 



; 

!inshvilla stHl'1PS wero roady. All things comd.cler·ed, I thi.'·ll, the 
cover is e<muin" - thu.t it vms a doublo j nt3 and Potorsb'llrg discoverod 
t his fmd narked it "10" n.. this \taS col1oct~c1 from the addressoe . 

I w~.11 write l~o.rl to' send tho cover to mo . I vilill alBo 
request hiM. to explain the "10." I doubt if he ~/ill be able to do so . 
Somewhere in the bfl.ok of lll'1 hend I haV0 fl i."ocolloction thnt he vrote 
me he ,aid., 700 foX' the cover. Do yon knov/? 

Bl'OO'tS p'li(i Bam "1000 :Cor H 85 • .dIar cOVOl"' - seo !!IY little 
Co u"ed booklet -' I thil'JJ .. I sold l i; f'or- tho MU'ne m!l. nnt ow !Jaybe 
'tr'1200 ... or .. J.2E,O. DOll t t :r:>ecal1. 

I trust yo' h va nl1.1y :.. .. 0COVC·- ed. 

Be~1t Yfl. hos -



tJ2 . :r . L. lJe Shonf101d, Mni~ch 25, 1950. 

Nnf-lhville Stn.1PS VlorH ready. All thine;s cons:tdel"ed, I think tho 
cover is eenulno - thnt :1:1; vms a double i: ntG and Petersburg discoverod 
t } B fU1<1 !larked it U 10" and this vms collect~cl from the nddl"'eS90o . 

I w~_ll ul"1te Far1 to· send tho eovor to mo . I will o.lso 
request h.in to explain i;he "10." I doubt if he will be able to do so. 
Sommvhm:>G in thp. b'lCk of Illy hend I have fl roco11ection thnt he 'II'ote 
me he paid .. 700 for th'i COVt r. Do you krlOVI? 

Brooks P' in Snm ~1000 for it u5. dlar c<>vor - soo rrr:y littlo 
Conred booklot -' I thhlk I ~lo1d i', foY.> tho sariO amount - !,Jf-lybe 
C1200 - or .. 1250. Don t t :t:'ec&11. 

I trust yo·' have :t'tlly recovol"ed. 

OorcU.nlly yom .... s , 
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President 
STANLEY B. ASHBROOK 

33 North Fort Thomas Avenue 
Fort Thomas, Kentucky 

General flice-Presidmt 
LAWRENCE L. SHENFIELD 

40 Highland Circle 
Bronxville 8, New York 

Southern fI ice-President 
DR. MARYE YEAMANS DABNEY 

3206 Cliff Road 
Birmingham 5, Alabama 

Dear Stan: 

WON·POLIT!CAL 

Surctary-Treasurer 
T. W. CRIGLER, JR. 
Macon, Mississippi 

April the fifth 
1 9 5 0 

Trans-MississiPpi flice-Prnidl1ll 
EARL B. ANTRIM 
319 Holly Street 
Nampa, Idaho 

Northern flice-Prtsidmt 
VAN DYK MACBRIDE 

744 Broad Street 
Newark 2, New Jersey 

A uthenJicalion Cmnmiltee 
LAWRENCE L. SHENFIELD, Chairman 

40 Highland Circle 
Bronxville S, New York 

Thank you for yours of the 31st with the dope on 
Antrim's Nashville cover. You can see why I started the 
question on the cover because coming from Needham, as I 
have written you before, I was a little suspicious. I 
never had a chance to exe..mine it very closely but I do 
know the stamp is genuine. 

Of course part of the cancel could have been paint
ed in but if so, the original impression should show under 
the stamp unless it had just been strengthened by some ex
tra painting on the stamp. The rate on the cover is a little 
confusing and leads me to believe that it probably had a 10¢ 
Nashville on it in view of the absence of the Paid 10 of 
Nashville or any express marking indicating the payment like 
the postage paid that we know of. 

What could have been done is a damaged stamp removed 
and a good one supplied and the cancel painted in. On one 
other 10¢ Nashville cover in the Needham lot, Needham had 
written IIrepairedll next to the stamp so at least he was honest 
on that one. Yes, I believe the magenta pen 112" indicates the 
double rate, especially with the Petersburg 10 slapped over it. 

I do not have a catalog of the Harmer Rooke Sale in 
which the c over was sold but it was in a sale following the 
big sale of the Needham Confederates. And it was shoved in along with 
some hang-overs that Costales had tried to sell, including this 
10¢ Nashville cover. 

I will be very careful and probably won I t do anything 
because I mistrust Needham so canpletely. 

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook 
33 N. Ft. Thomas Avenue 
Ft. Thomas, Kentucky 

Best regards, 
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Mr. J. G. Fleckenstein, 
419 Union St., 

Ionin, Mich. 

Denr JaQk: 

Yours of tho 9th receivod. 

APi'lll 12, 1900. 

Re - the 1ft 1851 cove!' (V.S. of 3). A stron~ glass shows 
definite signs of pon romoval - toars flnd creases - repaired, etc. 
\1:'hether tho postMark 1s genuine I do not knoVi as there ian't much 
of it to judge by. I suppose it is 1t1l'1aterial whether it 1s Or is 
not as the pen removal and atte ilpted repair makos tho item valueless. 
V'Jhile I d.id not plate the strip I mn quit~ S'llre it is from Plate 2, 
(no u~e wast:tng time to plate it). A Plate 2 item eould como in 
this pale bluo shade but the chances are the fwid affected tho 
original color. rly quartz lunp shows the pen renoved lines very 
plain and the center stUMP shows pon rilFlrks that look liko Fob7 or 
Feb with faint day figu.res. I suppose it 1s posoiblo that tho strip 
'Was badly croc,sod and torn befor~ it VlRS r:-ut on the cover - thut 
it vms pontmnrked no we soe it and nlso pencnnce1od. I think I can 
mnke n eood photoGraph of this by quu::etz lHl'Jlp flO I am ho1dln8 it 
over until I can !'lake a forI o.:;.:porlenntal nee;ntivos nnd devG~ope tham. 

He w(')re both Glad to racoivQ word about the girls. JO'UIl 
deserves a lot of credit fOl"" hor wOl"k nt H. I.T .. - A student, es
pecially a cirl - has to be Good to ntny novm thore. Moro };x:mor to 
her .for hm:a detorminnt ion. 

stan Jr. 1s going "steadyrt with his little blond but 1t 
is only puppy 10"\re and Vlon't last. A youngster h1s age should lool~ 
the field ovor very carefully befora he decides to got serious. I 
think he would like to stop by and take Jnckie ant to dinnor somo 
nieht but foars to do so because that might be construed as untrue 
to h1s g1rldf'riond. A damn lot of foolishness if you ask IlO. 

Jack, . I do hope you r.1El.ke tho t.rip to J.london but I doubt if 
you \7111 find much U. S. in the Show. I run enclosin.f) copy of a 
lett~r I received JB st month RI"1 d wh..tch I ·was roquestod to keep con
fident1nl until Apr. 15th. Please r eturn. If you noe Harold. Charlie 
or HutCh you might tell then about this. The D.P.S. will now have 
a roe~ber enrolled on t~e British Roll or D.P.'s (not displaoed por
sons or dependont people). 

Giva Miss Reno our love p~d tell ber to drop in on us nt 
anyti a - the latch-string 1s alwn s out -;;0 tha t little girl. 



, 
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#2 . Lr. ~T. G. Fleckonstein, April 12, 1950. 

I noto I overlooked the answer to YOll.r query - Cou.ld I 
make tho trip to Lfmdon? Tho RllS ~·er is "no" but with no roc;rots. 
I enclosed this copy RO th~l.t you could soo that I :rould hi va an 
excellent excuse. . 

I will return the novel' in tho next fow dnys. 

Yours etc., 

Later 
?t'J.--After eX9.ninine the l"ed pontrooj,"'k on tho cover under the binocular 
mlcrol3cope, it looks very lCh like a paint job, but ther~ vms an 
offico by tllO nru:lO of IT Cook' s Stol~GIl in Appling County. 

s . 
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T E : G~li[I~~~1 ~ v UO~ 
1fn~~~TIjjIID 

IN' ifAl-i-WfiiliO'.tg·.i!ii·tfiii ,., in. 

11 00 1 MADI SO N A V ENUE 

Stanley B. Ashbrook 
33 N. Ft. Thomas Avenue 
Ft. Thomas, Kentucky 

Dear Stan: 

april 10, 1950 

I have your letter of April 8th together with contents and I 
immediately dispatched today your friends order by airmail to 
Mons. Jean and I should get the "stamps" within the next ten 
days. I hope your friend gets his money back and I don't see 
why he can't when the dealer is confronted with the actual proof. 

I am sorry Stan, but I don't have a copy of Mons. Jean's .5¢ 
New York. As to the B.N.A. (Newfoundland) reproductions which 
Mons. Jean has for sale, they are as follows: 

1857 - Scott #4 - 4P Vennillion (used) $15.00 
#7 - 6~P " " $12.00 

#9 - 1 SHe " II $18.00 
#9 ~ 1 SHe " (unused) $35.00 

1860 - #12 - 4P Orange (used) $ 8.00 
#15 - 1 SHe " " $25.00 

Allow the same, $1.00 for postage and $5.00 for my fee. 

If your friend cares for any of the above items let me know and I 
will be happy to accommodate him. 

Best regards to you Stan. 

EKR 

1.-P~~:f;;; 
H. T.~nsmeister 
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"ABOUT TRANS .-MISS. NEilS A£.J1) HAIL CONDITIONS" 
from 

".35,000 DAYS Dr TEXAS" 
The history of the Dallas News and its Forebears" 

(MacMillan Co. 1938) 

As of old, Neli Orleans continued to be the chief outside source of news. 

The twenty-two and one-half hour connection by -way of BeI'V!ick's Bay had 

been disrupted by the water blockade, but N~ Orleans papers could still 

' reach Houston within four days. This ~s made possible by the recently 

completed Texas & New Orleans Railroad extending from Houston to Beatu~ont. 

There remained only a two-day gap by stage between Beaumont and the westelil 

terminus of the New Orleans and Opelousas Railroad. But New Orleans uas 

soon to be isolated from Texas, for the same papers :I'lhich told of the Balit.Le 

of Shiloh in April, with ~ts depressing report of the death of General 

Albert Sidney Johnston, also gave the alarming news that Federal gunboats 

had run past the louer Mississippi forts and were even then threat~ning 

the imminent capture of the city. This was, in trLlth, bringing the -war 

close to home. THE NEWS called for conscription in Texas. 

The Picayune and other papers arriving in Houston on May 6, 1862, con-

firmed the fall of New Orleans before the gunboats of David Farragut, 

flag officer of the Western Gulf Squadron. THE NEWS -wailed over this 

surrender of "the First City of the Confederacyll; it was a calamity affect-

ing the people of Texas most seriously Ilbecause of our proximity to New 

Orleans, our long continued intercourse ~th that city and our dependence 

upon it for much of oua' trade and all of our intelligence from the seat of 

war and from all parts of the world." Richardson pondered in public about 

the receipt of future news. "Ho it Ifill come, TIe cannot foresee. All we ... 
can say is that we shall give our readers all that can be had from whatso-

ever quarter it may come.rt 

* * 



Fortunately, two main river crossings above New Orleans remained for a 

year more in Confederate hands -- Vicksburg and Natchez. As yet there 

was no telegraph connecting Texas :with any other state. But, by triO 

\ 
overland rail-and-stage lines, communication ~s promptly set up ~ith 

these river gateways. The first led from Houston, by uay of Shreveport, 

to Vicksburg. Thirty-five miles of the route, or from Houston to Navasota, 

could be traveled in the cars of the Houston & Texas Central Railroad. 

The second, more southerly route, lay across Texas to Bealtmont and the 

Louisiana border, thence northeas~ard to Alexandria and Natchez. Here, 

again, the fil~st leg from Houston was by train as far as Beaumont. Thus 

by the middle of 1862 these two channelsflere furnishing, "By the Central 

Train" and "By the Beaumont Train," enough information to justify the 

NElVS and the Telegraph in issuing morning and evening editions of their 

tri-weekly editions and a mounting number of extras. This news -- true 

as well as false -- ~s a~uays from seven to fourteen days old. 

* * 

I I I Soon, however, the effect of the fall ' of Vicksburg began to be felt harsh-
~ \.l 1 ~ (,\~ 

ly in Texas. Regular mail service became impossible, despite the best 

efforts of the Postmaster General, a Texan himself, .John H. Reagan of 

Palestine. N~spaper readers, on the other hand, ~ere demanding more and 

fresher news from the distant war centers. Printing supplies ~ere getting 

lawer. In the midst of these perplexities, David Richardson yithout 

warning announced dissolution of the old partnership in THE NE£iS and 

claimea. full Ol7!lership for himself of THE TEXAS ALMANAC. Terming this 

act "an unparallele<i- audacity,ll illard Richardson denounced it from 

Houston, :I':ith the result that no regular TEY.AS ALL1ANAC 'Was issued during 



the remainder of the l'ml". The dissolved partners were also to remain 

enemies for the next four years. 

In these circumstances, the editor of THE ~7S felt he could only congrat-

, ulate his rival ~hen Cushing of the Telegraph announced that he had com-

pleted arrangements for a Pony Express to expedite the receipt of news 

from east of the Mississippi. Richardson ~as indignant, however, rvhen it 

was disclosed tha t Confederate military authorities rather than Cushing 

-were subsidizing the Pony Express, together :\7ith a telegraph line -uhich 

had just been strung from Houston to Beaumont. Flalce in Galveston joined 

Richardson in disputing Cushing's exclusive right to dispatches through 

this new service. .A row in the grand manner ensued and 11mS settled only 

after the military agreed that all papers should have equal access to such 

information. The authorities also improved communication~ith headquarters 

of the Trans-Mississippi department at Shreveport by a through telegraph 

line early in 1864. Still no wire connections were made east of Shreveport 

or Beaumont during the v~r, so that word of the closing events of the 

great conflict reached Texas from one to two ~eeks after they had happened. 

The staff of THE NEWS grew in the latter part of the war. A business and 

news office 'l7aS opened at Shreveport with Dr. M. Estes in charge. L.K. 

Preston did more ~ork as correspondent than as traveling agent and TI.P. 

Doran served as war correspondent on the Texas fronts, particularly along 

the southwestern coast, ~here the Federals had been able to lodge themselves 

in footholds at Indianola, Corpus Christi and in the border section around 

BrOllIlsville. General N.P. Banks had captured the latter city for the purpose 

of stopping trade across the Rio Grande betl.'Teen Texas and Mexico. His border 
'<" 

blockade became increasingly effective. Adding to the shortage of supplies 
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was the relentless inflation of Confederate currency. The most acute short

age of newsprint occurred in 1863. Richardson, for a time, was forced to 

reduce THE rfgWS to the size of a dodger and to print it on yellow, straw 

~apping paper. Subscription rates soared to as high as $48 a year, 

Confederate currency. There was also a period in which butter, eggs, poultry 

and other produce were accepted in oorter.. But in May, 1864, both Richardson 

and Cushing were forced to ask specie payment, the subscription price being 

$8 a year, gold. 

* * * 

On April 2, 1865, 'k7hile the eyes of Texas were focused on the campaigns 

to the east, military .authorities at Houston handed THE NEWS and the 

Telegraph transcripts of important conversations held closer home. These 

were discussions begun March 11 at Point Isabel bet.vleen Major General Lew 

Wallace, sent to Texas on a warship by General Grant, and Confederate officers 

on the Mexican border. The future author of "Ben Hur" had proposed that 

the ·whole Trans-Mississippi Department give up the contest. 11allace had 

made the offer as attractive as possible to Texans by urging that Confeder

ate and Union forces unite and cross into Mexico, join the Juarez faction 

to expel the French troops, depose Maximilian, and thus 'preserve the Monroe 

Doctrine. Although the Confederates refused the offer and made the conver

sations public in an effort to bolster morale, a virtual armistice resulted 

between the opposing forces on the border. This lasted,rith one notable 

exception, unt il the close of the .ar. 

* * * 
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So earnest was Richardson in his desire to uphold the morale of his 

readers that he persuaded even himself there ~s yet hope for the Con

federacy. Thus, -when the last big story of the "War, Lee's surrender 

to Grant on April 9, reached Houston nine days later, he refused either 

to believe it or to publish it. Less conservative but professing equal 

skepticism, Cushing at once issued an extra of the TelegTaph. The lat- . 

, ter -warned his readers that it was based on ItYankee sensation dispatches i ' 

seeping into Texas from New Orleans. The next day Richardson commented 

on these same dispatches in which ItThe dawnfall of the rebellion is for !..he 

hundredth time pronounced certain." 

But two days later, on April 21, the twelve-day old catastrophe at 

.Appomattox v as confirmed by 13ire from General Kirby 8mi th at Shreveport. 

It was doleful intelligence to be received in Texas on this the menty

ninth anniversary of the great Texan victory at San Jacinto. Detailing 

the capitulation of Lee and the .Army of Northern Virginia, Smith pleaded 

"'"1i th the.Army of the Trans-Mississippi to It stand by your colors; maintain 

your discipline; protract the struggle. You possess the means of long 

resisting the enemy. II 

* * * 

In the meantime, April 20, 1865, the morale of the Trans-Mississippi De

partment ~s cracking. Troops began to get out of hand. The State 

government ~thered ~y at Austin, despite the inability of THE NEWS 

"to believe that a Confederacy of eight millions of freemen, covering a 

territory nearly'equal in area to all Europe, is going to collapse in a 

day merely because ~e have lost one of forty or fifty able commanding 
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generals. 11 There was talk already of the Reconstruction nhich Lincoln 

had planned for the Southern States. THE N]l7S quoted Nathan Bedford Forrest's 

definition of that pUul: "not only destruction; it is degradation and dis

grace as ~el1.11 But, by the twenty-fourth of May, THE NEWS lmS forced to 

admit that uif our people are not prepared to undergo the dangers and priva

tions of such a protracted struggle, the sooner we give up, perhaps the 

better. 11 

* * 

At that moment Confederate authorities at Shreveport, as if in response 

to the advice of THE NEWS, :vere considering the best means of surrendering 

this last remaining Department of the Uonfederacy. They ordered Colonel 

Ashbel Smith, commander at Galveston, to open negotiations on May 30 with 

officers of the blockading squadron offshore. Colonel Smith was received 

on shipboard by Ednrund J. Davis, the only Texas Unionist -who had reached 

the rank of general in the Federal Army. Smith and another commissioner 

-were taken at once to New Orleans to treat :with General Phil Sheridan. 

But reports of the more bellicose reaction of Kirby Smith, THE NEWS and 

various Texans to Lee's surrender had reached New Orleans ahead of the 

peace commissioners. Ashbel Smith found Federal officers preparing to 

send an army of 100,000 into Texas and, consequently, muCh surprised that 

this new conquest "ould not be necessary. The Nel1 York Herald on May 27 

had explained the se plans fully: 

The rebel Trans-Mississippi generals -- Kir~ Smith, Sterling 

Price and Magryder -- have probably nou within call armed forces 

of 50,000 to 60,000 men. lhese forces, largely composed of border 

ruffians, bush-whackers and veteran guerrillas, are among the 
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most desperate fighters and reckless advent~~ers of modern times. 

They are headed by desperate military and political leaders, 

ready for any enterprise that will save them from "submission to 

the Yankee government." The great body of the planters of Texas 

are possessed of the same implacable spirit. The -whole batch of 

them, leaders and follO\:iers, soldiers and civilians, are in a 

state of hot excitement for continued war. The government, accord

ing to our advices, fully comprehends. 

But by now the government comprehended othenwise. Ashbell Smith returned 

from New Orleans 1"7i th the terms of surrender, which were finally rati

fied on board a gunboat in Galveston Harbor on June 6. The war, so far 

as Texas 'I'las concerned, was officially over. The next day THE NEWS also 

bcmed to the verdict: 

11e have laid down our arms, disbanded our troops and surrendered 

our whole country. Our military having thus given up all means 

of self-defense, it l"lould only expose a journalist to ridicule 

and contempt to talk any longer of resistance •••• By the terms 

of surrender ~e cease to be free men, and whatever of life, 

property and personal security we can now claim. are just such 

as our rulers may grant us, and no more. 

Newspaper sensationalism? Hardly. The curtain ~ou1d now be raised on 

Reconstruction in Texas. 
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GOVERNING DIRECTOR 

R OB S O N L OWE 

AMERICAN DIRECTOR 

"1xoblOn J;;owe, [fnc. 
Philatelic Auctioneers and Publishers 

LONDON AND PHILADELPHIA 

2 25 5. FI FTEENTH ST. TELEPHONE. : 

ARTHUR PIERCE PHILADELPHIA 3 , PA . KI N G SLEY 5-4324 

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook 
33 N. Ft. Thomas Avenue 
Ft. Thomas, Kentucky 

Dear 1tt. Ashbrook: 

April 24, 1950 

We have a cover scheduled for our May auction, and 
Dr. Carroll Chase has suggested that I write to you concern
ing it. 

This cover contains a 5c 1847 doubly struck wi th a 
red grid, untied, and stated to be a pre-cancel. It is on a 
cover with a date-stamp of Tallahassee. With the cover is a 
statement in Dr. Chase's handwriting to the effect that it was, 
in his opinion, a genuine pre-cancel. 

Since the item was Ita new one" to me I wrote to Dr. Chase 
and just received a letter from him. He is "just leaving for 
France and thus lacks the time to check up. However, he said 
you would know all about the cover and advised me to write to 
you concerning it. 

I would ap pr ecia te any information you can give and if 
you wish me to send the cover on to you I'll be glad to do so. 
Our description mentions the fact that it is accompanied by the 
statement of Dr. Chase, but I would like to know all I can about 
this item before it is offered for sale. 

Your help on this will be much appreciated. 

Sine erely Y~. 

~\~ .. 
Art hur P~i.!;U.:J~,-trlli Director 

LOWE, INC. 

AP/mc 



A 11 83, 1950. 

~. thur Piorco, 
225 S. teo th ut . , 

l!lndol hin , Pa . 

Dear t r . Plorco: 

nS' 60 0(1 friond Dr. Cnproll Chano is lonv.t.nG for Pranco 
th1, 7 ok and" h1f1 rush to ,ot mmy d1 not ha e t ~ to roply 
to yours of :rocont dato r cardine n so-callod 5.i 1847 covor uith 
aT'] 1 a a, lOI'idn 0 tMm"k. 1 0 .nt c you!' lotto!' ru'ld 1.'0-
quo to () to ·.r t on· as I run thoro 19h1y fru 111a".- .1th tho 
ito nn(i tho bnckgrOtul • 

In op._ :L ')n tho ito a not n 'JI'ocnnool" find Hu!'dy 
has bo n Q{ v1~ 0 to thnt at'_oct, not only 'y no but rh{ po by 
othopo. ! ntl fully fit uro tl t nal" y hns n ~ e o11nu(1'Ur.l \. lie ap
peal" to bo n notnt;ion in tho 1 d'7r1t1ng oi' Chano, but tho DoctOl'l 
han no l~ colloction 0 hnvlns lr1tto. J.t and tlnfJut'o 0 flor 0 ~ curs 
nGo that ovon if th 0 0 is ill s ha <1 l!'1 tine thnt it '!jins suroly 
lrltton ":f:- nl"S r 0 and that if 1 e hacl any idoa at that t 
toot tho cove-" a a Tnllnhansoe U cea col" thnt ho as entiroly 
'I'onu and ontol'to.ins no f\tcll. opinion tcx ny. 

I oXfltl1nad tho covor VCI~ corefully 30 10 yours ngo and 
at t . t t-1me I 1 do Plotogl'luphn of it and also the roputod Cha~30 0 o. 
In tho Fall of 1 47 TIm: dy nttonptod to Boll th1p covor t 1 I . n . 0.1' r, 
Inc . of 0 YOlit. ~lho.t f1 L nub ttod it to tho Jh:port 00 l1ttoo of 
tho Philato110 oundnt1on. Tho Co lttoa sont t co .. r to me for 
uJ\o,~,,","~lUt1on n~ 1 I furnished the 1th full etoile. Tho Co ttoo 
ismlod tholl~ oortificato .78G datod Doc . 1, 1947, .tnting that in 
their opinion tho oovor, \7(\S, qu ",0: 

"tOT (l n nuino pI1o-cnncol" . 
I hnvo n p lotosI'n >h 0 r tho certificate in case you \70111a J.1ko to seo 
it. 

I 70 lld hositato to put on paper 'tlat I I think of Ji..~ llnr y . 

:)1 c I'ol yours , 
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GOVERNING DIRECTOR 

ROBSON LOWE 

AMERICAN DIRECTOR 

ARTHUR PIERCE 

CJxobson £0 we, !fnc. 
Philatelic Auctioneers and Publishers 

LONDON AND PHILADELPHIA 

225 5. FIFTEENTH ST. 

PHILADELPHIA 3, PA. 

April 25, 1950 

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook 
33 N. Ft. Thomas Avenue 
Ft. Thomas, Kentucky 

Dear Mr. Ashbrook: 

TELEPHONE: 

KINGSLEY 5-4324 

Practically the fastest reply on record is your very 
helpful letter of April 23rd-al though I did not mail the letter 
that you noVl have received until that same day! 

I had grave doubts about this item, which is why I wrote 
to Dr. Chase. It was not time to run it through the Foundation 
and the oVlner did not suggest to me that it had ever been pas sed 
on by the Foundation. 

I do not 1 ike the en tir e si tuation, and I shall yank the 
entire item out of the proof. I can quite agree with your 
penultimate paragraph. I also have, from the same source, a 
cover with a rectangular label "CONCHAS", with a fancy border. 
The cover purports to have been mailed in Mexico. I wonder if 
you have ever bumped into that onet I ruled that out from the 
start/ pend ing evidenc e as to its status. 

I certainly appreciate your having written me because I 
think you know we do not wish to offer anything that is not on 
the up and up. I particularly resent it, when someone tries 
to put a fas t one by. 

Vii th sin cere regards, 

AP/mc 

~.p~~ 
~r Pi erce, Managing i)ir ector 

C ._ ROBSON LOWE, INC. 



Ul'1. Artlnlr Pierce, 
Robson L010, Inc., 

225 s. P1fteenth st., 
Philadelphia 3, Po.. 

April 27, 1950. 

Thanks for yours of thG 25th. 

There are BO le peoplo who are totally devoid of any 
princlpl.os. People who would cheat, lie and Rteal . And in 
addition, if the opportunity offored, to resort to blaclonail. 

I have a pllotoe;raph of a letter that las sent to Dr . 
Chase - in which the wl"itor stnted l;hnt a cortn1n cover with a 
5¢ '47 that Chase had pronouncod in ~ritln6 em.S n certain 
vurloty, had boon declared otherv/1se by tho Expert Co ittee of 
tho P.F. Undor tho circuMstances wm lc1 it not be to the good 
Doctor's interest to buy the cover (at a very high price) in 
ordor to destroy all the evidence. Chaso fent the letter to mo 
and asked my advice. In reply, advised him to tell the black
mailer to go to hell und do any thine; ho dnnn ·011 plm seel . I 
doubt if there 1R anything lO\7er than n blackI!lEl.:tler. 

Full photoeraphic ovidence of tho above rosts in my 
files and you or anyone else are welCOMe to inspoct same. 

Only trouble can result in the lone-run nit 1 any 
contact with a lousy crook. I am sure yon ,mderstand. 

I regret to stnte that ! do not recall such n cover 
("nailed in liexico") as ntloned. Keeping tra.ok of the fake 
mater:tal th'\t that fellow has handled lO1.l1d r.eqn1re a speoial 
file. 

Sincerely yours, 







Mr . 1. C. Blake, 
11 Pason St., 

Brookline 46, Jass . 

Denr Hr. Blake: 

1 ay 3, 1950. 

Hero'w1ith the items fiB per yOU!,8 of' the 30th. I must 
confesa that my knowledge is very lL~ited on foreiGn rates to tho 
u.a. nnd rather frequently I turn up covers that puzzle ne . If 
I do a littlo guessing on your covors, please bear thut .ract in 
mind. 

• Rnga!'ciine your Ho . 1. It in liy opinion thu.t 37~l ~ms the 
total lU'lount collected nt {lostinntion and inasmuch as the letter 

• x'rived by Cun,l'd Line our share wns but 5~. The 52,! Wft~ proba.bly 
the British debit. I Vlill adMit that it \ms lost unusual to add 
our share to the British debit but it appears that it vms clone in 
this case. I think that both of us have noted a number of covers 
carried in opan mail thru England 7ith the 32(, credit - For examplo, 
to China, etc. - (32ft plus 21¢' - 5~¢' etc. etc.) - so this 329! debit 
represnnted the British share from Palermo to the U. S. Frontier . 

ould this be "Via Harseillea"? 

Cover {J~~ - The large 1130" vms a. French rlA.l"k1ng ana is 
shmm on page 9~ 'of the French bo·ok, "Catalogue des Hstampl11es Et 
Obliterations Postalos" etc. pJl')lish6d by Yvert. The oxplanntion is 
a.s follows: 

ItLettres don't In marque exprdmant In taxe a. ete surchargee 
d'un timbre obliternnt on ba~(,l"ee de traits a 1£1 plume." I re£1CLly 
do not know whn t tho answer is to this comh~.nn t ion of markihgs , viz: 
French 12 decimes (approximately 23~ to 24¢). (2) "30" - no doubt 
30 dontimes or about 5/ to 6st - (3) Boston fl15" duo. With 15¢ due 
at Boston, and the letter brought in 'by CunnlXl it would seen that 3¢' 
belo~od to the u. S. and 12¢ to the Fl.'ench. 

Covor 'No.3. Fron Paris to Boston in r ay 1863 - FrOIl 
England by J\mer. .t'kt . It \lOttl( soo.. ~~hflt 15y! should hllve been 
colloctod and the 6¢ was the French debit. The thousht occ~red to 
me thnt tho Boston Duo \/nS in U . 8 . fotos or 20¢ due :l.n ·Hotes 01" 15~ 
gold. Hoaovor, the othor cover See!llS to dispute this as the "15" in
dicatos notes or gold. 

Somewhere in my f:tles I have H l"ocord of the earli ,st use 
knovm to me of the dopreciated cUJ'l'oncy 1(lrkings, but t lough I have 
sea.Dched I cannot locato it. I h£1 vo a vaQle idea it ms so letime in 
1863. Could it be possible thnt tho follow~ne is the solution of 
these two covers? Tho Boston of Mal 23 , 1863 ~as beforo the P.O.Dept. 



.. 
f'z . Hr . r- . C. Blako , lay 3 , 1950. 

differentiated bet\70en e;old nnd cUI'r'ency? Wan the Juno 8 , 1863 
cover after a now P, O. D. ruling \1ont into efi'ect which uacle the 
public' pay in gold, or its equivalent :1n currency? If this pure 
guess ef mine las any trnth then those two covors are nost :i."'ermrknble . 

Re • the Forwarded cover. How is this 1'01" a BUona? . 0 
nO"1 York, for nrdod to Bosten with 13!t clue . This SUrl 7as paid at 
Boston and tIc letter for rru:>ded to Salem vlith t.le Deaton !!Duo 3 conts." 
It appearn to oe that the StennshiE. "10" ilClS crosned out •• and the 
"13" /(l.S also crosned out with tfio is - directed, If 80 , then the 
lITSDIRECT :D IlD-1St hc.'1ve beon applied nt Boston. (I have not looked this 
up ,in your bo ok , ) r y guess is thut only 3~ VIas colloctoc at SnlelJ, 

"P . P . " and "p , D. " Chase advised I e back in 193f5 that "p. p . " 
was tho abbreviation for "Port Paye" (as you stated) and that it vms 
generally used on F'rench donostlc llldl, and meant "Post" ge Paid. If \ "hen 
the initials \7(~re uscd on nail to fOl'eign countries I thinl!: the caning 
~ as postage part paid, but not ~R id to dent mat ion. I never heard of 

oh a tCl"rl 1113 "Paid to fl. Point' b'i.lt I knorr of no reason vthy it would 
.... ;"' ... , ..... r..pply .. viz • "Fa. Paidll or "Pa.id only to a corte in point." 

so further advisod tr..at Up. D, 1l was neod alnost excltw1vely on foreign 
il , (outgoing or incom5.ng) and nannt, "Paid to Destination, 1! I recall 

thnt the above Yvert catalogue illustrates a . n~~)er of examples , 

I 'Jill be interested in your uonnent on the above . 

Sinoerely yours, 

• 





, 
r'r. Y,·. C. Blake .. 

11 Mason f)t., 
Brookline 46, HaSfj. 

DonI' It:--. Blake: 

~!ny 10, 1950. 

I have 'Jour note of the 5th. 

He - tho lA-rga "30." Our good friend Carroll Chase 
is in Plu'is at present. In rfry next letter to hiM. I intend to 
have him try and obt.ain an explanation over frI.ero for mo bU.t it 
has been nry experience that :F'rc:mch collGc1;ors in soneral don't 
know very much about the mtE'kings on I:1A.il fro .. ll France to the 
U. S. and very little about U. S. :m.a::d~1ngs on mail from the U.S. 
to Prance. 

It 113 pOClsible that the ";,0" could have noon a "30 
centimos" debit. I thongl_t of that possibil1ty \lhal1 I exn. nGd 
the cover but did not cons dOl' 'it :i."sculq,r an' the 'frau ty provided 
that debits and credits be in U. S. mu"'roncy. 110 :ever, thirJ' 
miBht have been an exce .. t1on. As you stata, itA ,)nrelcss use." 
Tho "way bill" would have shO'Nn tho debit to be 6¢. 

I am wonderj~ if you noticod Lot 725 1n tho Costales 
Sale of Apr. 26-27 - Costnlos stated (as I J'onall) that this VIas 
a Boston grid. I do not; rocall seeing suoh a g1.'1r.l Ufled at Boston 
and althouen'1 l:lada n senrch tM.l Y 1U' vary f.ine boo' (a ll"..P.l"vel
ous study) I could. not find nn ex~ pIe. Can you enl1.ghten me? 

Here iB n photo of a cO'vcr thnt belon88 to my friend 
Don flfncGregol'. It has a 115a,1t t!m~k1ne over or U IdeI' the Cruwn. 
I ' <.'i. on 't suppose this r Ill'kin would pU7.z1e you I'or H. • inn e but ! 
think it {ould stwnp the average ntudent. Ploane return the 
print. 

Vlith regards -

Co~diRlly YOtu"s, 



, 

Yr. Stanley B. Ashbrook 
::)3 North ~"ort 'T'hoTIas Avenue 
Fort ~hoI'las, Kentucky 

:Jear Hr. Aql-J.brook: 

11 }1ason street 
Brookline 46, ~S8. 

Hay 8, 1950 

~hank you for your letter of the 3rd received t -day. 
Your solutions are TIost helpful and probably correct. 

The private ship letter rate of ':'7/ ~:·t.surr..[.1')ly was l1nt, 
vi~. lL~.rseilles, but by ::-~ip frc)}"! ""'alermo i'l Sicil] ji:!:~CI~ tl" :;",iv-

,~ col '") fl-'- ~ - J.. ' .,..,. t" . 1 . 'I' i -, I 1 • • ~-.l:' V t: t..t::.r' l..'le ',]:'1 1~!L T'Tl , :is li1( cD..~et~_ rJ~'r :ne ::lrSl~ -rOFit-E)1 
handstamp on reverse 8 AU1850/LIV3RPOOL/J~IP in black actaeon. 

It \10uld seeTI t "'.t the guess vlhich I followed to you by 
air nail TIay explain the large ~"rench 30 cent iTIes (6 Y) as the · rench 
:!,)ortion of the total 12 (,t) debit, allo'wing Britain onl~r(?)the6Jtsea. 

I think your 8nrTIise reeardine the :::303':'O~ AH.PKT/.Hpr/n /20 
postrnnrk in 1863 as indicating 20¢ due in U.S.lTotes for the 15~golCl. 
rate from ~rance ,rior to the introduction at Boston of a hand
stamper TT •• "rOTES is inccnio"'c> and highly probable. "'he earliest 
BostOl notes cha.rge shown in the publ :shed book is June 11, 18f)3, 
1DJA"'-: 5R:910A,when ,-~'1c1staJ11~ed 63 'reS used but WiJ'lf"ll.t r.8. r O':''''S. 
HandstaMped NOTES was first recorded 00 July 1, 1863'Pl . 55:9.14) .Since 
publication one has been reported on June 22, 1863 handGtanped 
33/IN U.S.NOTZS (t-.o ::'JJ):or 24,c' l~..;<.l ; .. tb, "fhich like the 63 for 
48¢ rate closely corresponds to 20t in Notes for the 15¢ legal rate . 
the figures in Notes beine about 1/3 larger than those in specie par . 
The only other record for a BOSTON ,Ali . ?KT. 20 ,ostTIark is of June 19, 
1865('Pl.50:844) froTI a tracing submitted without the cover or data 
as to its origin or usage . Perhaps you have additional records for 
this Boston Marking in your files . Ap,arently Boston did not charge 
in I'Totes :lay 23, 1863 vrith postmark BOSTON/HAY/23/ 15 (:?l.52:862). 
Latest record for this postI'lark of 7/2/63 ViaS used with 21/IH U.S. 
NOTES(P1.55:924 Note) . I think your guess is right and these two 
covers, which I borrowed from Arthur R. Davis, are as you say re
markable. 

You have doubtless presented a logi cal solution for that 
lHSDIR"CTZD puzzle, except that I wonder who paid the 13,i' at the 
Boston _ost Office. Thi.s is a cover I acquired after the Roston 
book was publi shed. This (SL)HISDIR..-r::CTSD i:-; Ylew 8.'1d rna3r be listed 
on PLATE 125:2217A, preceding c~ronologically ~rrSDIR3CTED(in Circle) 
1'1.125:2218. 

Sonewhere I saw or heard of 1'.1'. as tpay~i! point'(?) on 
outbound foreign mail from France, but I fear it P18.y be fanciful. 

Sincerely yours, 

~~. 



:r. M. G. Blake , 
11 J~ason St., 

Brooklino 46, ,nsa . 

Dear Jr . B16k~: 

f.a~r 11, 1950. 

the 10th. 
Y01.J.rn of the 8th nr:r:'ivod nftf1r I hud posted ray note of 

H(~ - tho P':>ench "PD". I not in the U. S.-Pl'ench Postal 
Treaty of 1857 - rticla XI - stated in part (axnct Yfo!'ds) , quote: 

"On its sido, the Pl'Emch post of1'ice ahnll cause tho 
iM.press',on {P D) ill ataI'pod ~n :rcd ink, to bo placed Oll tho lottfll"S 
pre,ph. d to dos1;1nntion, etc., etc . 

Belgium. ttil lVas also stnl .. pod with a "PD" and the Bel 6 1um 
T::'"enty of 1860 .. A!'t. JL"CI hac1 the .fo110 !in.~: -

III.J(.')tters or1ginat inS in Belgium a.n d paiC to thAir dent ina.
tion 1.."1. the Un:ttec! stntes shall be stanped tp .D' (paid to destinn-
t ion). II 
And also -

"Letters of overy ether origin despatched from either 
country by virtuo of. tho stipulations of article la, nnd the pre
paynont of which is pendol'en obligatory to a certain pOi.."1.t \71thin 
either country, r.,ho.ll Ce stanped 'P.F.;,t (pa.id to the fror::cier .!I 

Re - the "Del1pec10.tod Curl'cncy" t rk: ~~s. I -'TtL::... eraatl 
pltHwed to receive flll tho data on th~: nllbject!n YOt!l? lette·" ";",ith 
the rOi'er0nccs to tho . VH'kil1[;8 in. . UT' rine 'book. I have l .. l\:a.ys 
been so busy try:1ng to .figure O'l1.t the !!c"1.1"k1nS<'" on out Oh13 f'ol'sign 
l1Ul11 that I never h."l.d much t1 ....... c to devote to the incorniTl-8 ~ail . Th(~ 
comb1ret~.on of the tuo dOGO tr'.nke a 1 CE t i."1.terosting study. 

As th price of gold \7Cnt up dt l'1n the WB..!', I suppose 
thOl"'O is little loubt that the P. ().Dept . declc 3d to shift th<. loss 
of the postal settlement9 with foreign countries to the public. I 
londer it' the p. H. G. did tllis without any a'l.tlorit.y from ConBress. 

I suppo<"o he did bacaunG he had the right to fix the foreign races 
of posta80. I do not l?ecall that I have e 91" noted nny article in 
tho philutelic preas on th1 mlbject. 

Re - the II fISDlRECTJ<1I)I' covell. It sooos to me 1;hl t the "10" 
\";as crossed out by pen an d tho "13" in l?!.n was cancal d hy the Ilm1s_ 
d1re(~ted.2 .' rkine , so evidently the "13 'i due Wi\.' paid by sonoone in 
Boston tho re-for~nrded the letter on to Salem. 'tiThere 3ft was collected. 



112 . 1J1' . n. C. Blake , Hay 11, 1950. 

Had the letter Bono on to Salem without any r>U;r.:'!ent it seoms to 
me thero \10uld have boon a "16" dne . The pen '311 was not Cl"ossed 
out p.nd I judge this was left on I;he letter as It corl'espondod 
with the Boston hnndstnmpod Duo 3 Cents. 

With kindest rogHrds -

Cordially yours, 

P. S.--ll1y good friend Arthur Dav':s has the luck to picl:: up some 
very interesting covers. 
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AMERICAN PHILATELIC SOCIETY 
COLLECTORS CLUB 

COMMISSIONS EXECUTED 
APPRAISALS 

II 
E Z R A D. COL E RARE POSTAGE STAMPS 

NYACK, N. Y. Telephone Nyack 964 

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook 
33 N. Fort Thomas Avenue 
Fort Thomas, Kentucky 

Dear Stan: 

March 30, 1950 

Many thanks for the photographs of the cover. It is such 
an interesting piece that I want a record for my files, even 
though the condition is not all we can desire. Just imagine 
what I cover like this would be worth if it were perfect and the 
stamps were perfect, but then we probably would never have it. 

This cover, remember has never been on the market, never been 
in an auction sale, and nobody can say we are too high. They 
mayor may not want to buy it, but they can't throw 'a lot of 
figures in our face. 

After all, we have to 
that $400 is worth trying. 
have no trouble in selling 
make something and you are 

pay $200 for it, and it seems to me 
It is $100 apiece. I think I would 

it for $300 myself, but I want you to 
entitled to it. 

I don't think $50 will make or break the sale. If you should 
get a counter-offer of $350 that is something else. You can stall 
and maybe work it so that we can get that much anyway_ 

No need of my commenting on Larry. We understand the gentle
man 10~_ 

EDC :hk 

Sincerely ,/ 

Ezra D. CoXe) /' 
t-p?/ 



" . . 

Narch 29, 1950. 

Mr. EZl"a D. Cola , 
, liyack, H. Y. 

Hare ... l'C . .,);10t03 or the l O¢ 1 857 cover. I vlOrked on 
th~s - p:r.ense'- it out; A. d it looks b t ter - Tho lO¢ stamps arc 
all Typo II and III - one stamp 1s 3lRl, n donbl e transfer , but 
it is not so hot as n vnric,ty , bocnU'S'O"'the D. T . is m<mor . 
Thor'e are three blocks 01' six ll.."ld t\/(> vert . pnll's - both blocks 
to 1 ~rt have stl'u.1ght edges - no p"l"fs on two sides and bot h 
have hori~on·;;al Gl~(}U:W8 - the l)lock at top rieht has a bad 
horizontal crf:~ sa nt UPPt}:r. l-'ight. stl P 1s iiOl'ln mld in bud con
dition . Both pail"s m:'o pl"etty lousy. Tho lsl pair is in bud 
shape . 

I think ,~40') would bo D.Lt):T;~~· '11gl1, :in faet , if \,0 
nskf)d 1.0..1."0 lt \iould l~nvc a bn( ·;~af)t(~ . Hnl"(} il~ tho chnnco v:c 
run. ;~v(n7 pro~"p .let I hav6 .' ~.C:lt ,"ctnrn :it l .. nd in mtch an event 
l et us H5rt)(~ : .. hat \,'0 'iill not cut tho p.1ce . In other lo rds , if 
I am ,mnble to scll it I \;fo1l1dn' L wnilt to en'!.; in b: d by hnv:tng 
it offored at ~ 1 0 mI' pl'it;e . Hhat do you thiJll~? Do you t. ink we 
should r Is fwklne \ 400 or play it ani'e by Hskins t3~)O. '? I think 
1e c ould g(~t ~;:'50. 00. I (on' t th:i.nk Jl);WUP \{Ould ()e at all in
terest .d . Ho hus plenty of lO~~ J.UG5-!)? hnd :1.3.1 t t bu.rln~ any s o 
ral' us I am. nWll~.~e unleSR its V;este~n or- Califol"'nin . 

I do TlOt :recall any fake ~loRt,eI!ll covors from a r:!:andlor 
e orrespondo.ce . I havo no such reeopd. 

IiwiI1 Rand. i;he old 101; of covo:,,"'n tc .. ou fl"'on tir1e to 
t1n~ in s .a.ll bnteho. and you Cfin nc1vi:Je e ro - adjusting prices . 

I u,/,£reo wi th you one hundrod p .l'Ciut on J.lal"I'Y. I Get 
alons \1ith hi 1 rino but r nOVOJ' have fl y !inanci< 1 t:r:f1!l3Rctions 
~ith him. J nythius I c olll(l soll to hill I could sell to Mont anyone 
elBe with n tenth of' I;hn troublo . In spite of \1hnt he :layR I don't 
think he hfiB l ny Confad ite.lR £'ubL.1it tAd for an opinion . ! am 
better knovtn to Confcd collee i;ors thnn he if; nncl I roco1 vo Vf;/{'Y , 
very few in a year' 9 til' e . 

I till not offer the lO,t covor unt:J.l I hon!" fro you. 

YOUl"fJ etc., 



EZRA D. COLE 
Rare Postage Stamps 
NYACK. NEW YORK 

Commissions • Appraisals 

TELEPHONE NYACK 7 . 096' 

~,~r . utanley B. shbrook 
33 ~~ . Fort 'J.'homas hvenue 
Fort Thomas, entucky 

Dear utan : 

·iarch 22, lSt50 

Enclosing the damndest cover I have seen in 1.1 long time • 
... ~otice it is from the Pierce correspondence and went to RUSsia . 
I know the condition and so does the owner, Cind it cost us jf200 . 
There are twenty- two lO¢ stamps on it to begin with , let- alone 
the value of blocks , the cover or anything else . 

I would like to have a good photosraph made of this befol'e 
you sell it . 

EDC :hk 
Enc . 



• 

, 
lIr. Ezra D. Cole, 

Nyack. N.Y. 

DcaI' Ez: 

linrch 25, 1950. 

That sure is a most unusua.l covcr b'lt you 
didn't give me any idoa as to what price Vlt} should 
put on it. I have made natu:'al 3ize photo and also 
a. reduced size and I ill send p-... .,ll1ts to you. Tt 
ms a 6 x 37¢ "ate to Russia "Via PruGsian Cloned 

Hail . II A high lO~ 185'7 rate - Let me kn01{ what you 
think 'ue shoul<l ch rge. I don't 'mmt ,,0 price it too 
high, nor do I want to ta~e the responsibility ot 
pricing .it too ·lm. We could oVvrprice . t DO it 
wonld not sell. Kr'11g did that on a n 'bor of his' 
better cov rs ~nd the prices prevented their sale. 
!low 'if I solI thom Illl hfnT0 to go back to original 
buyers /lith a cut and thA.t t S bad. Thora Sh01L1.d never 
be hut one prlc6 0 So give 0 your idea on this item. 

He - C.S.A. '~pel't Con:n.n1ttee. T"flr'17{ 
Shonficld iVas Jaid up a:~ hon e fo~'" a. :/Gek but :i s nOl1 
back to his 01'1'1ce. JJRfJt weok I B -gested that ho 
call a meeting of his Co •. itteo ill d diucuss the sit
uation and I beliove that he will arrange to do 0 
real soon • 

. lith regCll"ds 

Yours atc •• 



AMERICAN PHILATELIC SOCIETY 
COLLECTORS CLUB 

COMMISSIONS EXECUTED 
APPRAISALS 

II 

, 
E Z R A D. COL E RARE POSTAGE STAMPS 

NYACK, N. Y. Telephone Nyack 964 

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook 
33 N. Fort Thomas Avenue 
Fort Thomas, Kentucky 

Dear Stan: 

March 27, 1950 

First, if you made a photograph of the Brattleboro cover, 
I would like it for my files. 

Did I send you the fake Western covers that I have from 
the Tandler correspondence. I think we discussed this several 
years ago. There were several fakes. 

With further reference to reducing the price on the covers. 
There might be some of them that I could sell myself later on. 
There is no hurry about thiS. ~ 

Re your special delivery about the unusual cover. I don't 
have much of an idea of what we should charge for that. Did you 
look it over carefully to be sure there were no varieties of the 
10¢ stamps? I looked at it hurriedly and thought there were only 
type II's and type Ill's in the blocks, but some of the copies 
overlapped and I did not want to disturb it. 

A block of the 10¢ type II is now priced in the Specialized 
catalog used, but not on cover. Of course, a block of type II 
and III should be pric~ too, but not at such a high price. 

You will recall you sold that other cover with a block of 
six on it for $75, which cost us ~50 . This cover costs us $200 . 
You gave me no indications of what you thought the cover was 
worth. It is to Russia, which should help it if sold to the right 
man. I suspect that even Ed Jessup might be interested in it at 
a price. Is $400 too high or too low. Should we ask ~? } 

Re Larry Shenfield and the Authentication Committee. While 
Larry Shenfield is honest, in that he would pay any money he owed 
anyone, he wouln do his best to owe anyone as little as possible, 
and I have a feeling things have been going on that we know no
thing about. He is just a little too shrew to suit me. Anyway, 
I hope he can arrange the meeting. 

Sincerely 



, 
!r. ChaA . A. Sh1.arson, 

322 stnte st., 
Adr'iElll, .ach. 

'DonY.' Chnrl:1.e: 

Hnrch 89 , 1950 . 

LorA lo n eover thai; is rathor sensational and it 
contuinf' more lOi! H3!)7 than I hnvo soon on any prf:1vio1ls 
cover . It has -

Thr>HO blocks of' Rix 
':;:ViO vortlc, -I' pairs 01' the 10¢' 
and a v(n~ticul pail'" of tho 1)~ IBfS', - 'l'ype V. 

Ii. \lJ3ed block of four of tho 10ft 1057 Type I I cataloguoR 0 :: .. 200.00. 

Uppp.r l)lock at left ha.'3 the follovdng typo!3: 
III III III 
II II II 

Lower block at left has the sane typos - nnd block to :right nlso 
hilf' th.o sa to typos. It is trnp, t 1< t 801';.0 of tho ::' tUl':lPS I}rG not 
in fine condition but 1;hin 1s' 01't80'i; by tho fact th1s is -

(1) A. b:tC ate of' ~'2.~~:3 to Husain. in 1858 
(:~) Twenty- two 10ft stamps 0'1'1 one cvVOJ.~. 

This "'ent by Prussian Closed I ail (thru ';nglnnd) Hnd the single 
-~ ounce rate WltS 37ft. Our SMJ.() was ff}3~t - Prussia's , 14f~ -
honce the six (G) tImos cred:tt of 1~.1:,~ - 84y~ •• 

The O\Vlle::..~ wRnta ",400 f'or this cOVer and' 1 th:l.n~{ it is 
worth it . I will have to lot hin mO'1 us fwon as po~sitJle , ~ 0 

will, you plRa!'1El Ittt mo hnv'e an anSY10l" ns soon H,S possible . Tbo 
owner did me A. favol" by t wning it ovor t.o 1~ to solI nnd I '1ould 
like to ShOd my apPJ'eciution by 8~'.ving hil' nn nswo.· .. ft~1 soon a3 
ponsiblc . I think thQ ~ovor t::; roally sensnttGna.l 1 ncl \1:) l1el add 
a lot to nost any coD oct ion. 

\ ith bes ~ v: lshc:r. -

Gord1nlly YOlrn , 



, .. ~r. Ezra D. Cole, 
nyack, N.Y. 

Dear Ez: 

U:ay 10, 19bO. 

YOUY>B of the 6th received \11th return of the 24y! 
10Gl Vidlot cover - vertical pair. 

I may hav('J n bUYeJ' for this. 

Also thanks for return of thr IlVin U" photo-print. 
If y n vlonld like one of those It 11 print one for you. 

Yours of the 5th also recoi ved. 

I rmiled the Costales price list to i.!.m Krug with 
requect to rct\.1.:4."n to you. 

Thanks for the covor with t}H~ l)air of 2~ 13an1::: Notos 
to Zurich. I enclose check here.~th for C12 .00. Yes, this 
was in the second Knapp sale, but it sold too cheap. 

I also acknov/ledge l--eocipt of the 12~ '[,)1 vert. pair 
and return of ray l¢ copies. I will write you later roc;arcling 
them. 

Your's etc. # 



, 

. 11' . ·ort1ocl~ L. rein on , 
4 est 25rd St., 

0\7 York 10, 1. Y. 

April 17 , 1950. 

Uel'O 1s a cover the.t hr.(· beoll placed in 
nds for sale . It is reallJ sensational in 

p1ta of tho :fnct the stili P j'e not :in superb 
condlticm. 1 n Val'" sa I a ccver bofol'o vl1th t l!'OO 
blocks of six of tho lOr! lH57 froYl Pla to One . 

Tho 1'1'10 j.B ;'400. 00 

III reply lntel" to YOU"'l of the 14th 
Just l'ecoived. 

with r Curds -

lO~ 1857 Flato 1 
Rata to lhlssia 

\ .. 



, 
Jr. Edgnr B. Je~8up, 

% ~ARCHANT 
1475 Powoll st., 

Oaklnnd , Calif. 

D ." 1 ear .Ii( Sal": 

April ~), 1950. 

F~ue hns cut the price on h1s Fort Brldsor strn1sht
line cover to ",250.00. Ploase \"111"'e me collect if. you wn.."1t it. 

Here 1s a photo of a most remarkable lOf( 185'7 cover -
three blocks of s 1x Rn<1 two vertical pairs - [.11 Typo II nnd III -
blocks hnve somo cut straisht edges an so,;:'ne crenBOS but this 
is tho only .cover I have OV0r 80en \lith tl~"eo blocks of s:L-.c -
most 1"01 . rkablo. Tho owner nfJ~\1.ros 1':10 thiR is a l~ecent fine anci 
has neVGr b ,on in n collGct ion Ol~ in n denIer' a handa. The rr ico 
is C400.00 but I 00.n only offOl~ it rm )ject to pl"'ior sale as I 
huvon't un optio on it. A high rnte to Russln in 1858 by 
Prussian Clo sod nail. 

If you do not caro for ei thm .. " of: these covurs vdll you 
cull up Dr. Polland nnd ask hi 1 if he is inte1.'ented. Plea' e (,X

plain that I 'JaS oblil3ated to OfrOl'" them to yO'll firat. 

Plense note the enclosod copy of a lett~r rGceived fl~om 
England. . You \lil1 note thr.t this "nGY'IS" :to Hot; to bo rolf.ased 
until April 15th, AD plonse keep it confidential. I run indebted 
to Hn~"ry and T.11eo Steinwny to'" this "honor?" as both reconmencled 
that I be elected. They also coso Los Brookrmn and turned do m 
lax Johl but he will likely be elected next yea~. Harry seer s to 
think that thin is n very grent honor hut if I a put in the SOl:le 
clnsA as Los I don't think rnmh of it. I don't know of any roal 
philatelic research work tha t T .. es neco plished outside his work 
on tho 1867 grills. All tho rest of. h.1z IIllork" has been M.orely a 
compiling job. I run sure you neree. . ed !tnapp was a reul student 
but he never ms picked for the honor ao flU'" as I all awnre. If' 
it wasn't for larry and Theodore I wonld refune to accept it. I 
have not f.orgotten that I nm not eligible for 1 ambo:rship in the 
Royal, so I haven't lch use for thnt lousy bunch of British snobs. 
Just a lot of cheap "has-boons" in my opinion. HO\1 Eel , you a:re a 
renl philatelic student and I ask you this - \"lonld you. feol hiehly 
honored if you 'Jere p l.t in the Gamo class as Les? Hoy: 'lOulcl you? 

Best regard-s -

Yours otc., 





STANLEY B.ASHBROOK 
A . P . 5 . 2497 

33 N. FT. THOMAS A V E . 

FT. THOMAS, KY. 

itr. 1,!ort1mer L. Neinken, 
49 west 23rd st., 

New York 10, N.Y. 

Dear Mort : 

April 17, 1950. 

tiere is a cover that has been placed in 
my hands for sale. It is really sensational in 
spite of the fact the stamps are not in superb 
condition. I never saw a cover before with three 
blocks of six of the 10¢ 1857 from Plate One. 

<to The price is ~p400. 00 

I will reply later to yours of the 14th 
just received. 

With regards -

10¢ 1857 Plate I 
Rate to Russia 



Member of 
STAMP DEALERS 

CREDIT BUREAU 

• 

CLINTON B. VANDERBILT 
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, 
Mr . Clinton 13. Vanderbilt, 
7 ountaln Terrace , 
Upper Moncl~ir, N.J . 

D~ar l,ir . Vande.ebilt: 

S~ South Grand Ave., 
Fort Thomas, Ky. 

Jan. 12, 19 

I am returning herevlith the various i te_. s as contained in yours 
of the 9th. 

Cover to Australia . Boston British packet Meant t t this 
letter ,,;ent fron ~ost;on y Cunard Line to England . The 5,t pay
ment was our "sbore to ship" rate . Had this letter been en
th'ely prepaid, the rate ould have been 33¢' of \"lhich our share 
!ould have been 5¢'. From the mar dngs I assume that .Ihile we 
rated the letter as a Bingle (i ounce or less), the British 
rated it as a double (over t-), thus the 112" for a double rate. 

It ight be as!JUP.lod that the "56" was the sum due, that Is, 
2 X 28, but the British would hardly !!lRrk the due fi~re in our 
cU.l'rency but l"athel' in 8 te ling. 0 ever, there does seem to be 
some connection between the 56 and 2 X 28 , because ._f the lotter 
had be .... n prepaid (at 2 X 33) \' Ol11d a.ve cpedlted the British 

. 0 . the sum of 56¢'. ! have no idfla why the etter is marked 
"free" on t" e reverse. Your euess may be correct. 

Later 
bince :1I'iting the above, I noto thnt the rate to Austra.lia of 33¢' 
(single) had to be urepaid. See my One Cent Book, Vol. 2, puge 
342. Hence I assume the. the Briti~h rated this lotter us pre
paid to d.estination and ch rged the U.S. P.O. D. '1t}! 56¢. As the 
letter was paid to dost~.nat:i.on, it TaS rnted as II feet! at Victoria. 
'rhis is "Free. of any postage due." In Buch a case a~ this, it 
Vlould appear that the . S . P.O.D. stood to lose the debit, that is, 
56¢. · ?erhaps the solution .uny be that al~hough the ~ender only 
put 5~ on the letter, the postmastor ch~rged him with the difference, 
(66¢' less 5¢,) , and way-billed the letter as fully prepairl to the 
Boston Foreign Office, in "lp.lch event the "56 11 tas a credit. 
However, the credits ere supposed to be mar ad in re?_ 

Re - the off-cover pair of 1. T:le "12" and the "18" nr both 
_ ew . or 'ore gn l~a De Postmarks . fl In other tords, out of the 

total postage paid, or to be collected, the U.S. P.O.D. debited 
this sum to the corresponding foreign of£ice, hlch in the case 
of these tV10 marKings was France . Evidently the "12 11 :Tas an error 
and VIas corrected by the "18," which indicates that this pair was on 
e. lettel" to Italy via French mail. Further that the rate vIas "Short 
Paid," hence out of the 42¢' to be collected our share was 2 X 9 or a 



.... 
#2. ~r. Cli~ton B. Vanderbilt , Jan. 12, 1944. 

debit of lS¢. 

The l¢ stamp on the letter to Canada is a Type IV. 

Sincerely yours , . 
, 





, 
J'une ~-~3, 1950. 

!.Ir . Clinton B. Vander Jilt, 
? I1on!ltA.~.n ~errace, 

Upper hon telair , .~ . J. 

D,nr Hr . V,Lderb11t: 

I .a '1 wondel'_ng ~.f you .;tlll ow'n, 0:'" l"ocall, 0.. 

cover t.l!~t OJ. .)ont to 'MO .Jac·: in JlUl'Utl'y 19·i4. It 'Nm 
to AustraliH. in Jan . 1857 l.n(~ l-~( u ~)i~ J.351 ,u d. II p..'1-'_T 
of l¢. It Wd,C' ad-dresr-' ~d to 1:1'. ' eTol' C. E(Hl11I, I:e1bourn(~ 
Australia. 

I r:ote 1'1'CUI. ray ~"OC()l'<lf-1 that :;11e ito.ll pu!.zled 
me and I ~1.! VRncea . )vc:~H.l the l'ies. 

I have III t ~~ Y ]:"111 nCT'OSS ~ nCJtho!' cov~r froT;1 the 
sa _0 cOI'respondone, wi ,}1 n vCj,,"t;:l0nl p~ i1' of i~'} _0 ~>( 1851 
ann ~-l_ .Li~l"'r r 'lr'kinr,s includ:!.._p~ tlo "Gl1ip I.ott0:P Freen of 
~ioto::>if:l-. 







Jr. Clinton B. Vandorb:tlt. 
7 . !ount aln '11erl'ncc, 

Uppal' i:ontclnir, 
How .TOl"'8ey. 

Dear l~r. Vanderbilt: 

c.Tuly 14, 1950. 

I trust you \7ill p~rdon rrw negligence in replylng 
to your kind note of tT\UlO 27th. 

I am anclos.lne h02'ou1th tho novO)" raft l'rerl to in 
rIIY' l(,ttel.' of tllo 23rd. You \11J.'. no ~o thHt this lRH n piece 
cut Olt in tho buck f nd the C}UGst:i.on · .. a~) Y'A.ised - did th~t.s 
conta_!l. 0. postmark npp11 ')d in j.~ngland? You will nota that 
t'lis covel" 1s quito s1nilar to yours, and limy! inqnil'o if 
your cover has any mnrk1ngR that le~~p' applied in ~~ngJ.a.nd? I 
doubt if such is the case us 1 l~ccord of same c100H not men
tion any. 

In case you wish to pure. lase tho enclosed it was 
offered to . 0 by an ~a8torn dealer '~ f' 12.50. 

Enclosed 
#351 - Pice '12.50 

(S.B.A.Hoi'erence 
S.Book 18-45) 

Sinc,T'oly your, 



, July 2~, 1 "'0. 

r . Cl1l1ton n. Van orbilt, 
7 :mlntnin errace, 

Up ryr .ontclair. J. J . 

ar .r. Vanderbilt: 

;0 dou t you are a uy 0 vnc t:ton but thin can 
r .llch yo on .turn. 

eo 01') . 

.w 

Y s ,. I th1n!~ z: . ovorpn~ by 0 .. 0 cont . 


