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Scrapbook No. 15 1845 -1849 

O. Newspaper and Journal notices and articles 

l. Newspaper and journal articles 
, 

2. David F. Sellers Re: Green Pieces 

3. Articles Re: Stampless Covers, etc. 

4. Articles: Re: Boston P.O. 

5. The Collector's Club Re: 1851 Dies 

6. Articles: Tributes 
7. Articles: Various 

8. C.W. Remele Re: 3¢ Pink returned 

9. Philip H. Ward Jr. Re: History of the Ludlow Beebe cover 

10. Paul Rohloff Re: 3 Covers 

11. Maurice C. Blake Re: 3 covers 

12. Vahan Mozian Re: Fake block of the 5¢ August Issue 

13. Middlesex Stamp Club Re: N.Y. Marking "Mail Route" 

14. Van Dyk McBride Re: Confederate Pine Level, Ala 

15. Van Dyk McBride Re: Pine Level, Ala covers 

16. Harry C. Flierl Re: 30¢ 1869 cover to Switzerland from Ohio 

17. Re: Confederate, Fincastle, Va. 

18. Re: Brook's Confederate P.M.P.G. 

19. George H. Shirk Re: Sperati 
20. Thomas D. Perry Re: Chips 

2l. Dr. C.W. Hennan Re: Stampless covers from Switzerland 

22. Eugene N. Costales Re: 30¢ 1869 cover 

23. Dr. Carroll Chase Re: Railroad Way on 3¢ 1861 

24. Blank 
25. Harry B. Keffer Re: 99R2 

26. Blank 

27 . Howard Lehman Re: Confederate, Griffin La 

28. Edgar B. Jessup Re: Armitage, 90C 1860 cover to India 

29. M.H. Judd Re: Baldwin's South La Exp. Churchland, Va. 

30. Dr. W. Scott Polland Re: covers 

3l. H.W. Stark Re : Via Independent Line or Via Nicaragua 1854? 

32. Donald MacGregor Re: Registered Cover to Naples, 1866, Why 40¢ 

33. Thomas M. Parks Re: Book - What Price Philately by Milbury . 
34. Leo J. Shaughnessy Re: First Day use of 3¢ 1851 

35. Blank 
36. Blank 

37. Eugene Jaeger Re: Rating on French Mail .-

38. Philatelic Foundation Re: 90¢ to Scotland 

39. Dr. W. Scott Polland Re: 5 covers to Denmark and Germany 
40. John W. Fox Re: 30¢ 1869 cover to Lisbon, Portugal 

41. W. Scott Polland '. 

42. Frederick Lloyd Schull Re: Shabbona Grove, III. 

43. Eben D. Finney Re: "Mails Suspended" and other covers 
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44. Eugene N. Costales Re : Covers 

45. Gordon Blueler Re: Two Confederate covers 

46. Perry W. Fuller Re: Confederate PMP Charleston, SC 

47. H.W. Stark Re: 75C rate from Australia 

48. Van Dyk MacBride Re : Fake Fort Sumpter cover 

49. L.L. Shenfield Re : Richmond Date, April 13, 1863 

50. Van Dyk MacBride Re : "Mails Suspended" 

51. Issue of Weekly Philatelic Gossip 
52. Re: Counterfeit Confederates 

53. Hugh and Tess Clark 

'. 



Post 
BY FRANK I. MORSE 

In 1773, the mail was ridden be
tween New York and Boston twice a 
week; one rider set out from New 
York on Monday through Saybrook, 
New London and Providence, then 
known as the lower road, and the 
other rider left on Thursday for Hart
ford, Springfield and Worcester, 
which was 1 nown as the upper road. 
There was mail from New York to 
Philadelphia three times a week and 
one to Alba~y, including Canadian 
mail, once a week. In 1772, "for the 
commercial interest of the inhabitants 
of both sides of the Hudson River", 
the rider was ordered to ride each side 
of the river alternately one week on 
the cast side and the next week on the 
west side. J LIst previous to this, a 
weekly post WlS established between 
New York and Quebec by way of 
Albany. The General Post Office was 
now located in New York. 

Previously to the establishment of 
regular mail route between New York 
and Albany, the route had been ridden 
irregularly by riders on their own 
account. 



EAD ALL 
Every month Scott's 
prints the news of 
stamps . 

I n its "Chronicle of Ncw Is 
supplement to the Standard C 
is illustratcd and described. In 
advance notices of coming issuc, 
ments of current stamp matters, 
In "Of Topical Interest" you c 
the stamps. And along with th 
to read. 

Subscribe now. Only $ 
(12 numb 

SCOTT ST AMP & 
West 47th Street (19) 
EW YORK 

U41 E3 Plain 

£ 

UH E3 wilh inscription "Relurn 
etc." 
U41 E3 with inscl' iotion "Return 

etc:" 
',nrl h'f "'H" ~ 1'),.,1 ..... r.i,,1"'\ 



Frank Pollar rown 
Pmnk Pollard Brown, formerly of 

Malden, Massachusetts, passed away 
June 15th rut the age of eighty-two years. 
Mr. Brown has resided at the home of 
his daughter, Mrs. ",Tard Jones at 1312 
Penniman Ave., Plymouth, Mich. for 
the past eight years. lIe is survived by 
two daughters, ;)lrs. Paul Palmer Ayer 
of Egypt, Mass. and Mrs. Ward Jones of 
Plymouth, Mich. gran -chilJl'en. 
Ill' was formerly in the Stamp business 
in Boston, Mass. and in Plymouth, Mieh. 

JUly I, 1946 
Plate No. '-'~ ""'z, 

VP 



])epadillenl lill' lall!'!' pad of July. 

Set of 2 BaHolln c a irmai l ,tamps, compll 
Hlock, of four, above ,et ..... . ....... . 

FIRST DAY COVEH (both stamps com 
h,ue ....... ... . ..... . , ............ . 







The I~trn' ociety re-
cently hl'ld their annual party at the 
bClJutiful home of Harold Stark, lo
cated on Clear Lake, ahout sixty 
miles west of Detroit. Stanley R. 
Ashbrook was one of the invitc 
guests, and with the Fleckenstein' 
and MacGrcgor's, stayed over a 
house guests. A regular banquet was 
served under the trees on the bllnk 
of the lake, with Mrs. Stark and herl-: 
four grown daughters acting as hosts," 
with the assistance of Mrs. Don Mac
Gregor, ]\[ rs. J lick Fleekcnstein, and 
Mrs. Staliley B. Ashbrook. In addi-{. 
tion to looking at stamps, which wa~ 
8 real treat, owing to the very fille 
collcction of 19th Centurv U. S. 
owned by Mr. Stnrk, the group in-" 
dulged in a ball gume, a horseshoe 
throwing contest, rowing on the Inke, 
and target shooting. The D.P.S. hus~ 
a limited membership of forty allde' 
they meet Ilt one another's homes. 
As a result every meeting becomes ah. 
social event, attended by every mem-k 
ber who it 



and 

EMIL AUER 
16 Duersteiu Buffalo 10, N. Y. 

f.I~NERAL FOREIGN 
We solicit your want list of General For
eign mint Or used. A nice line of .Air 
Mails on hand. References. please. 
"Instanta" Per!. Gauge ......• . • . $1.00 

KENNETT & WACKER MAN A. 
3161f:, l'rankUn St. Tampa, Fla. iliil\ 

U. S. WANTED 
We \\ III pay the following Drlces for Souvenir 

She{'ls lind Air MaUs. Quantities accepted at 
these rates. 

Unusod Uood 
730 Ie Century of Progress .......... $.80 
731 3c (':entury of PrOKrcss .......... 1.05 
735 3e nyrd ....................... .4~ $.30 
750 3c National Park ..... . ......... .95 
751 Ie National Park ............... .25 
Cl 6e Orange ..................... .90 .68 
C2 10" Green ...•.................. 4.75 2.00 
C3 21e Carmine and Blue .......... 2.25 1.80 
C4 8" Oreen ............ '" ....... .6~ .85 
as 1110 Blue ....................... J.35 L T5 
C6 2-1e Carmine .................... 3.00 .85 
C13-C1a Zeppelin 188ue Com pI. ....... 70.00 47.50 

RtnlllllS must be 1n very flne condItion. unuaed 
copies having full origJnal gum. Other U. S. also 
wanted 

Unmark CaOwnll)an.~. Y. A 
116 Nassau St. ~ 



The Research Group 

As we have pointed out ill previous 
issues of STAMPS, the Research 
Group was founded in the early part 
of 1938 by Edward F. Knapp, Wil
liam West, Edgar B. Jessup, and 
Stanley B. Ashbrook. At the present 
time it consists of thirty-one me~
bers, who have contributed a total 
of $755 to finance the compilation of 
statistics and data that will be of 
benefit to philately as a whole. The 
Group has undertaken a thorough 
search through the files of New York 
newspapers, and as a result, com
piled lists of the sailings from New 
York of the U. S. mail steamships to 
Panama, covering the years 1!j49 to 
1857, inclusive. They have also re
corded the ""ia icaragul.l" ship sail-



lL l~ U"mU.L'y -.:rc""'"R= .................... _ .... __ 

cancelled stamps. ,f 

"I am still moderately bullis11 on 
United States stamps, but believe 
that stamps of Great Britain and 
the British Colonies may be better 
purchases at some time. A set of 
Silver Jubilee stamps, from about 
fifty new British Colonies, which sold 
for $20 in 1935 sold for $100 in 
1936. Yet the increase in British 
Colonials, particularly in the 20th 
Century issue, had barely begun, in 
my judgment. British Colonials are 
attractive, educational, are rarely 
counterfeited, and have a world mar
ket, If you have a good United 
States collection as a base, stick to it 
and do not bother with anything else. 
If, however, you are just starting, 
you might wish to· confine yourself to 
Great Britain and British Colonials. 
A second good investment is in a 



October 30, 1943Stamps 

ings from New York and from San 
Francisco. 

Membership in the Group is by 
invitation only, and initial contribu
tions are limited to a minimum of 
$10, which is used solely to finance 
this research work. It is another of 
the splendid contributions that Stall 
ley B. Ashbrook is making for the 
henefit of phil.&t1~"'IQ~Q~r 
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AN Monday, January 14, 1946, 
Spencer Anderson, of 65 N a9-

saU Street, New York, N. Y. was 
suddenly stricken with a heart attack 
right after he had reached his office 
in the morning. He was taken to 
the Beekman Street Hospital, and 
later was transferred to St. Luke's 
~ospital, where he is now recuperat-

I 
mg. 

Although Mr. Anderson is now 
said by his physicians to be out of 
danger, he is still unable to see any I 
visitors, and will be confined to the 
hospital for at least another three I 
weeks. A 

In the meantime, business is pro
ceeding as usual at his stamp shop,' 
under able administration of his 
regul~N.~ ... 



Costa Rica-No. C63, the I-colon 
football championship stamp of 1941. is 
expected to be re-issued with the date 
("hanged to 1946, in connection with the 

entral American Football Champion
ship games which will be played this 
month. San Jose sources say the Amer
ican Bank Note Co., has been given a 
rush order to alter the 1941 plate and 
print this one fast. 

-En,eslo Ruiz Aviles. 

Cuba-The commemorative to mark 
the centenary of the death of the poet
martyr, Gabriel de la Concepcion Valdes 
("Placido"), is a 2c scarlet on rose, and 
1I0t a 3c as originally announced. It was 
issued Jan. 30 with a printing of 2,000,000. 

'>lacido (1809-44) was executed by the 

I BUY ANY STAMP-
ANY C 



Chicago nn;v r" ry 
By DAVID LID::IfAN 

The Charles E. Severn Memorial Tro
phy, named in honor of the late famed 
editor and philatelic author, will be a
wardcd for the first time at the 59th 
Anniversary Stamp Show of the Chic
ago Philatelic Society, Nov. 2, 3 and 4 at 
the LaSalle Hotel, Chicago. 

Mr. Severn joined the Society in that 
organization's youth - a birth of some 
59 years ago. Throughout the years of 
his membership, he saw it grow from 
one of the first philateliC organizations 
in the country to one of the largest and 
most outstanding. In l)oint of contin
uous meetings, the Chicago Philatelic 
Society is the countries oldest stamp 
club, e,'en having the priority of adding 
a year and a half to its age, for it was 
formed originally as the Chicago Stamp 
Collectors Union in 1884, changing its 
name to C. P. S. in October 1886. 

It is because of the role played by Mr. 
Severn during his lifetime - a role in 
which he contributed not only to Chic
ago philately, but to the world's-

In addition to the Severn Trophy, 
there will be awards named in honor of 
Saul Newbury, one of the country's 
foremost collectors, and another in hon
or of Dr. Clarence W. Hennan, another 
great collector. The Newbury award 
will be for the best in U. S. 19th Cen
tury, and the Hennan award will be for 
"best in the show". 

Also to be awarded will be the Saul 
Newbury Medal. This medal, to be pre
sented for the first time also, will not be 
for an exhibition, but will go to the man 
who contributed most to Chicago phila
tely in the 'Past year. 

In addition to the exhibition, a fea
ture of this year's "Annual", is the din
ner Saturday night, Nov. 3, when Mr. 
Newbury will be the honored guest. The 
dinner is in honor of this famed collec
tors own contribution to Chicago phila
tely for many years. 

The seal for the 59th Anniversary 
Stamp Show of the Chicago Philatelic 
Society, Nov. 2, 3 and 4, at the LaSalle 
Hotel, Ohicago, features a "gem" from 
the Saul Newbury collection, a 30r 
"Bull's Eye" cancelled in an oblong box, 
Paranagua. It is the work of Henry 
Grimsland, 5024 N. Kildare Ave., Chi
cago 30, Ill. The seal is in black, save 
for a blue "piece" on which the stamp 
appears in the Newbury collection. The 
seals may be purchased - they are on 
cardboard - at 10 cents each, plus three 
cents postage, from Mr. Grimsland. 

October 29, 1945 'ER 
_.,"' ..... &"'-1. urfer 

Korpa 
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ARTHUR C. LANE 
14 ~"i<-hool g~" ,! UONtUI1, )lu!'b. 

Hoh('-miA.,I.f)n: :~_~)O ('·aUH~d., 2\,. .t.; 
Croatia, Philatelic .wxh. 8heet . . 2.70 
Zngr~h, Sh,,!'t Imperf. . 4.80 N l!H;j Ji'armpl' .15 
(" .... h .. Lean·s, 7\'.,A8: Imp., G\' .. 66 E U.'unmri<. K. Chris. B ' Lhday 3v. .20 
l;gYl>t, CaO-7, ·1 Y. Airpost '. .60 W Ch'rnUl 11)" , 1!H2 Sport .10 
J[lIn~ury. liH!.i Prov .. 14 v. 5.75 

l!H5 l!roy" 2;' Y., ".rax 16 V., 

I 
Liberal'n. 26 V., total 67 v. 45.00 

~ orwuy, 194:; ned Cl'O~R ... .OS 
1'0land, llitler Birthday 1944 1.20 S Uuttluauin. Hf.·d Cross, a v. :1.00 

Hitler '1'e 1'1'0 1', 1200 L"i, G v. 11 .'10 S Ull-sia. 8talingl'acl, 2 \', 1.00: 0 .60 
Sheet or 4 ·a .(;O; 0 . . 2.40 U S.·rhia. 1~).1:1 In\"alid~, .[ v, 2.40 

E 
~l()\'Illtill. 58-GU, G4, 4 Y., .:l6: 

Stor, 2 \'. .17 
~\\,t.d('Il, It",l Cruss Bklt. of 20 2.00 S ~urin:l1n, Spnli-i'o:::tals, 6 v. . ·1.10 
Post extra uncleI' $1. Free pricellsts. 
KILCHER (3) WID l·'airmount Ave., 

Atlantic City, N. J . 

MINT SETS GEO. VI 
A,ntlgu(1) I BJlH\I~O~~d 

#8-I-UJ. .. , (8) $.80 ;'i:1!'· _,) ... (8) .S;:; 
#!)~!J:l ... (~) 2.45 #:!G-28 ... (3) 5.65 

Bahamas Bt-'('huonnland 
#100.10fl (1U) 1.15 #124·31 .. (8) .85 
#1l2-11!l'\'. (~) ~.15 #1!l3-311 .. (3) 3.U:; 

Bllrha(los BCl'lnudu 
#l!J:l-:mO . (9) .90 #11 -122 . (5) .85 
#~Ol.201A. (~) 2.45 J:j:1~:l·127. (5)]0040 

Jt'ul1dand J",1. J)ppen (:omp1., !32 mint. .. ·L2;; 

M. LIEBERMAN, :'1 W. 35 St., N. Y. 1 

Type Al2. The 2.4·0fr is EI Djem 
Type AlS. 

Semi-Postal-The 2fr plus Ifr 
red orange Tuberculosis stamp of 
France has been overprinted in black 
"TUNISIE". 

-Colonial Stamp Co. 

Vatican City - Postage - The 
19,1,'1< serics, "Compassion" Type 
A22, is of the exact design as the 
two previous issues, except that the 
date is now "MCJ\fXLIV". The val
ues are 1L dark green, sL deep car
mine, 5L deep blue. '. 

-Mr. S. Se1'ebmkian 

The T1'ibune Stamp Co., 140 Nassau 
St" N. Y. 7, have completed a check list 
of European stamps issued during the 
war years, as complete as possible 
through Sept. 30. Orders are now being 
accepted at 25c per copy. 

DO YOU SPEND A DOLLAR 
or More a Week on U. S. Stahlps? 
If so, you Qwe it ta yourself to look into 

my tried nd tested Plan for bllllding up 
renroHf'on t.fttIT.!L.I.':.. ~R.....I..Jl.LI=;JJ· [lJll>--.n.t:I.l<l)",J;~ 



Gus M ler 
GUSTAVE MOSLER, well known 

stamp collector of Cincinnati, Ohio 
and Palm Beach, Florida, passed away 
suddenly on June 11, 1946 of coronary 
thrombosis. Mr. Mosler was born in 
Cincinnat·i 66 years ago. 

Prior to his retirement in 1929, Gus 
Mosler had been a banker, and was pres
ident of the Brighton Bank and Trust 
Company in Cincinnati, now known as 
the Central Trust Company. After sell-

. ing his interest there, he went to Palm 
Beach, where his home was one of the 
beauty spots of the area. Gardening was 
one of his hobbies, and in addition to 
flowers, he had a large orange grove. 

His other holJibies were fishing and 
stamp collecting. He was a member of 
the Sailfish Club, the Rotary Club, and 
the Elks Oub. IIe had a number of phila
telic affiliations, including the American 
Philatelic Society, of which he was a 
former president, and the Royal Phila
telic Society of London. He was a mem
ber of the Collectors Club in New York. 
and of the International Jury at the 1936 
Tipex Exhibition in New York. He was 
also a donor to the 1947 Internationat 
Exhibition. 

Mr. Mosler had been prominent in 
stamp collecting circles all over the coun
try, as he had traveled extensively, and! 
never failed to lend a hand wherever he 
went in any stamp collecting activities 
where his experience and knowledge 
could be used. He was a general collec
tor, and had a wide knowledge of stamps. 
He specialized in the stamps of Austr[a, 
on which he was a recog:nized authority. 

In the first World War he was a 
captain in the Army's Secret Service. 

He is survived by his widow, a son. 
and two .daughters. 
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ATTENTION! 

U. S. Cover Collectors 
WE HAVE ONE OF THE FINEST STOCKS 
OF U. S. 10TH CENn'URY COVERS IN 
NEW YORK. 

A POST CARD WILL BRING YOU AI( 
INTERESTING SELECTION OF SUBERB 
COVERS. 

Rrferencrs p/ea.re. 

Higbest Prices Paid for Fine U. S. Material 

FRED W. SHEER 
.Ll5 Payson Ave. New York 34., N. Y • 

COLLECT Intelligently and profItably 
with the help of "The Po,'09. Stomp 
'nveffmu. Guld •• ," They',. ,.eveal· 
iI'9. hldlsputoble. complo'., Shows 
th. profJre .. , 901"1, 10."" of .tomp. 
bo.h mid and used. No guesswork. 
No pro.dldlons. Contain' uloblo, yol. 
_abl. facts. Helps you 90' the most 

for your money. STAMPS MAGA· 
ZINE ,0'1'. "n ••• are dIUere,.,. 
W. bello .... 'hV will octlla"r b. 
I"yestm.,,' 'ald ..... Germany or 
France Seml.Po.toll, $1.00 each. 
Avollob'. from you r fovorlt. 
deot.r or order dlreet from us. 

~.riIIP-- Money.back 9uarant ••. 



B. L. Voorhees Dies 
We are sorry to advise our readers 

that Barnard L. Voorhees pass 
away Sunday, November Tenth fro 
acute heart trouble. Mr. Voorhees 
Was well known to all old time collec
tors. He dealt in Stamps from Chi
ago, for many years and recentl 

moved to California. We extend our 
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WALTER S. SCOTT RETIRES 
AS AUCTIONEER 

A FTER fifty-six years in the 
stamp business, the last forty

one of which have been as a phila
telic auctioneer, Walter S. Scott' h:ls 
decided to enjoy the fruits of his 1:1-
bors by retiring and living "the life 
.of Riley." 

He and Mrs. Scott are leavin~ on 
December 5th for Sarasota, Fla., 
where they will stay with their mnr
ried daughter, Mrs. Eugene Jones, 
until about the middle of April, when 
they will return to their home in 
Long Island. • 

Walter S. Scott is, withoJlt ques
tion, the most colorful figure that we 
lJave in philately. His fllther, the 
famous J. W. Scott, W:lS one of the 
pioneer dealers, if not TH E pioneer 
dealer, of the United States. He 
started dealing in stamps in 1868, so 
WaIter was brought up in a phila
telic atmosphere and has followed 
through ever since. In 1890 he went 
into the stamp husiness for himsdf, 
and in WO-1- lie held his first auction 
sale in New York, and has been in 
the business ever since. For many 
years he handled every sale in New 
York and saw to it that there were 

no conflicting sales held on the same 
day and, in the early times, even in 
the same week. 

He WflS long ago elected to fill the 
niche of Dean of Philatelic Auction
eers, and in J 940 he was h()nored uy 
a special dinner of the American 
Stamp Dealers Association, held at 
the Town Hall Club in New York. 

While Walter has not becn feeling 
well of la te, he is sound physically 
and this very much needed rest we 
hope will bring him back to par. His 
immediate decision to retire at this 
time was caused uy laryngitis, which 
made it ditticul t for him to call his 
sales, so he came to the very wise 
decision of calling it a day and letting 
others ca rry on. 

As a very fitting close to his phila
telic activities, ~I r. Scott appraised 
the philatelic estate of the late Col. 
Green, and the verv successful mer
chandising of these 'stamps is entirely 
due to his advice ancl direction. E\'ery 
sale was held under his auspices, 
with the result that the total re:d
ized was almost fifty per cent more 
than the original app raisal. He was 
also consulted in connection with t 

343 

sale of the Charles Lathrop Pack 
collection, which contained some of 
the finest material that has ever 
come into the auction market. 

Wal ter Scott has a host of friends 
who will wish him well, and we hope 
that he will long be with us to en
joy the leisure he so richly deserves. 
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356TH AUCTION 

SALE COMING DECEMBER 
15th, 17th, 18th 

MAGNIFICENT MINT 
20th CENTURY GENERAL COLLECTION 

(30 Volumes I 

AMERICA 

OF WORLD 

50S-5th Ave. 
New York (171 

for the collector of Bt'itish Colonials. 
comparison drawings and many 

for dealers and collectors. Compiled 
determining originals from forgeries. 

- Price $1.50 Postpaid 

...,._.",,_tions 
New York 19, N. Y. 

Dec e m be r I, 1945 S tam p s 

Supplement to Scott's Standard 
Postage Stamp Catalog 

Nov. 9-21, 1945 

VOLUME II 
CZECH OSLOVAKIA 

A93 I nfantryman 
A94 I nfantry Officer 
A95 Czechoslovak Soldier in Russia 
A96 Czechoslovak Soldier in France 
A97 Air Force Officer 
A98 T ank Corpsman 
A99 F ighter Pilot 

AIDD Soldier in Near East Force 
Engraved 

1945 Perf. 11 Y2 x12 Y2 Unwmkd. 
272 A93 Sb intense blue 
273 A94 lOb dark brown 
274 A95 2uh bride red 
275 A96 2Sb red 
276 A 97 30b purple 
277 J\ 98 40b s<via 
278 A99 SOh d.l rk olive 
279 A I 00 60h violet 
280 A93 lk carmine 
281 A94 l.SOk lake 
282 A9S 2k ultramarine 
283 A 96 2.S0k deep violet 
284 A 97 3k sepia 
285 A 98 4k rose li lac 
286 A99 5k myrtle green 
287 AIOO 10k ultramarine 

ERITREA 
AUTHORIZED DELIVERY 

STAMP 
Authorized Delivery Stamp of Italy, 

No. EY2, Overprinted Type "f" 
in Black 

1941 Perf. 14 Wmk.140 
EYI AD2 IOc dark brown 

FINLAND 



Don't Scorn Today s Stamps 

Stalllps Need Not be Old to be Col
lectable - Toda:/s Mail May 
Produce Tomorrow's Rarity -
Study, Research a11d Arrange
lllent May Produce Prize Win
ning Collection Old of Waste 
Basl?et Material. 

Some collectors persist in think
ing stamps aren't collectable unless 
they cost big money and are at least 
50 years old. 

That manner of thinking ignores 
the first fundamental that differen
tiates the philatelic student from the 
stamp accumulator. 

To the real collector, a stamp is a 
stamp, regardless of age or value, 
provided it's issued by a recognized 
government for postal, revenue or 
other recognized uses; and, for my 
money, postage stamps that have 
performed postal duty are far more 
interesting and collectable than the 
mint beauties the speculators are 
buying in vast quantities and hiding 
in safe deposit vaults like stocks, 
bonds, diamonds and other inani
mate and unintcresting evidences of 
material wealth. 

Fortunately for the collector with 
a lean purse today's waste-basket 
stamps provide as fertile a field for 
collecting, study and research as the 
classics of the dim and dusty past. 
It' s not the value or rarity of the 
tamps that counts - it's what you 

do with them. 
A t a time when unpickedlots of 3 

cent greens and other low-value 1870-
18 8 used stamps could be bought 
fo r $1.00 to $1 .. 50 the thousand, this 
writer started a speciali zed colJec
tion of those then-despised i sues. 
The collection grew to close to 30 
volumes and provided pleasure, 
profit and an outlet for a scientific 
curiosity over a long period of years . 

More recently a collection of 
prcscllt-day [(sed stamps, on and off 
cover , was begun and this bas now 
grown to a dozen volumes or o. 
wi th enough unmounted material in 
hand to fill another dozen book . 

This collection began as a twen
tieth century collection, but as it be
g't!n to deyelop it becamc obyiou 
that the task was too formidable, so 
the period of 103 do\Yl1 to date was 
selected. The fir t stamps shown are 
the Presidentials of 193839 and 
everything else is included that has 
been issued from 1938 to date. The 
present intention is to extend this 
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By WARNER BATES, Wardsboro, Vt. 

collection until some future date
when a new regular issue succeeds 
the Presidential series. 

The collection is specialized, first, 
as to shades, minor varieties, plate 
number and marginal pieces, usage 
and the like; and, secondly, as to 
cancellations and postal markings. 

Covers are used throughout, along 
with used stamps off cover, includ
ing singles, pairs, strips, blocks of 
four and larger multiple pieces and 
also, stamps on pieces of cover. 
Where the item is to show a shade or 
other vari ety of the stamp, the effort 
is made to get a lightly-cancelled, 
handsome piece, whether on or off 
cover; but where the cancellation or 
postmark is the thing, emphasis is 
placed on a distinctly struck mark
ing so impressed as to show it in its 
entirety without regard to deface
ment of the stamp. 

Condition is desirable as any col
lection, however important from a 
study standpoint, loses eye appeal 
and interest if any appreciable num
her of oi led, torn Or otherwise un
clesil-ablc stamps and covers is in
cl udccl. It is occasionally necessary 
to include a damaged item to show 
some rare variety of stamp or post
mark. but the collector should al
ways trive to replace such unsightly 
pieces with bettcr ones when pos
sible. 

The trick in building such a collec
tion of modern material is in devel
oping a plan 0 f arrangement and 
study. If this is intelligently done 
and if the student develops his show
ing to a point where it is compre-

hensive, informative and interesting 
to look at, he can rest assured that 
the time will come when pages from 
his collection will stand up com
petively against exhibits of the older 
classics in any philatelic show. ., 

N ext comes the problem of 
mounting. The collector who has 
given no thought or study to the sub
j ect may hold the opinion that there 
are comparatively few varieties of 
modern stamps and cancellations -
that any showing of such material is 
bound to be monotonous. That is 
wrong. A collection of present-day 
stamps and cancellations, if properly 
handled, presents a great variety and 
is susceptible to so great a develop
ment that it will be well for the ~e
ginner not to decide on very expen
sive or elaborate albums. This 
writer has found an ordinary ring 
binder with heavy 80 by 11 sheets 
of good quality paper best for his 
purposes. 

What is the future of such a col
lection? It is the opinion of this 
writer that any well specialized and 
carefully developed collection of 
stamps. regardless of age Or value, 
will give the collector pleasure, 
knowledge and , in the long run, it 
will prove profitable. Those of you 
who go in for used 20th century ma
terial will be getting in on the ground 
floor and yours will be the envied 
coll ections of tomorrow. Much of 
your material will come along at no 
cost whatsoever and what you have 
to spend money fo r will cost so lit
tI c compared with the current mar-

(Continued on Page 236) 

PHILIPPINES 
Due to WHI" conditions, some of the pre-Pcarl Harbor issues of the Philippiue Islands 

ha,·c become available at price below the face value. This condition is probably a tem
porary one. ,'.-e offer the following complcte sheets. at special prices for s pec ulators. 
<;:"+2.1, 5 pc 0 green and black, large Commonwealth , fine min t sheet of 2.5 ... .. ....... $48.50 
;;-143, 1 peso orange and blacl<. small Commonwealth, fine mint s hee t of 20, very at-

tnlcti'·e addit ion to anyone·s collection, at the special price of . ... . .. ............ 9.00 
E7, 20c ultramarine. special delivery. small Com m onwealth, com plete ~heet of 50 of a 

stamp that has ne\"er been common in llsed conditi on ... .. ... . : . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3.95 
#306, 4c MADRID-MANILA AIRMAIL 

"-(' off('" th", 4 ccnta\"o carmine of this ra re a irma il . et at the ps pec iall y low price of 
~l..j(), for fair ("cntering. al1fl ~Z.50 for fine cente rin g. Blocks pro rata . 'Ve can also offer 
bottom plate block of six for $15.00. 

_ 1936 POTATO TAX STAMPS 
The tax for which these hand ·ome stamps were issned in 1936 was cancelled almost as 

soon as the stamps wer e on sale. lVe offer the complete set in fine mint condition for $8.75. 
The short set of 10 varieties, %c to 75c, for $2.95, or set of 7, %c to ll 'hc, for 83c. We offer 
the 2 ponnd and 50 pound grey Potato Tax exempt stamps in a complete booklet pane of 
12 stamps for $l.25 the pair of panes. 

, 1917 DOCUMENTARY HIGH VALUES, $30.00 to $1000.00 
Large handsome stamps, bright clean cories, with punched initial cancellations: 

R246 $30.00 Vermilion . . ....... ...... $ .20 I RU9 $500.00 Blue .. . ..... . . . . .... . . . $3.25 
R241 $50.00 Brown ............... .. . .46 R250 $1000.00 Orange ... ..... . .... .. . 2.40 
RUS $100.00 Green ................... .22 
Complete set of 5 Large High Values . ... .. . ........... . .... . ........ .......... . ....... $6.00 

A copy of onr Fifth Edition 1945 U. S. and British North American price list will be 
sent npon receipt of postage. 

STANLEY GIBBONS INC. 38 (M) Park Row New York 7, New York 
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NEW-1945 EDITION -NEW 
OF AMERICA'S 

Largest Catalog of Sets 
(ILLUSTRATED, 196 PAGES) 

(Revised throughout and up-to-date. 
Thousands of New additions.) i NEW ISSUES to June, 1945 

• 1 1IIiniature sheets compI. 
e:::. AIRlIIAILS compl. used and un-
e:::. used 
~ Semi-PostaIR-almost com pI. 

Commemoratives-almost com pl. 
: '0 Brit. Jubilees, Coronations, cp!. 
o Brit., French , Dutch, etc., Cola. 
It Regular Iss ues 19th and 20th 
R Century 

"C General Collections 
~ Packets by countries, etc. 
o Albums, catalogs, etc. 

Sent FREE only on receipt of 16 cents 
to cover forwarding charges, etc. (De
ductible from your first purchase of 
$UiO or more.) (Canada 2Oc.) 
NEW YORK STAMP CO., INC. 

6119 Fifth Avenue ~ 
NEW YOBK, 1'1, N. Y. .iW& 

- ,.-~ .. 
U.S. PLATE No. BLOCKS, MINT 
(;32. . . . . .. .11 774....... .~7 !:i:3(i....... .:l8 
6.34 ...... . . l7 77 .•. ....... 2.3 8;:;:1. ....... 21 
637 ...... , .10 77f; ........ :!l !:in ~ ........ ~5 
(HI. . .. .... (i3 777 ........ 21 8U:) ....•. ' .:3:3 
G-l9 . . ...... 85 7 2 ........ 21 8uG ........ ·12 
1;85 ........ ;:;3 783 ........ 21 8(J!J. ....... 17 
720 ........ 32 784 .... . ... 18 877 ........ 5 
728 ........ 14 787 ...... . . 2:3 884 ....... . 12 
729 ........ 27 790 .. .... . . 10 894 ... ..... 85 
738 ....... 040 7n3 ........ 30 C-20 ..... 1.90 
772.. .. ... .21 795.. . . ... .21 C-21 . .... 1.50 
773 .... . . ' .21 798 ........ 21 C-22 ..... 3.75 

l~lat Platcs are block, of "ix - Rotaries, 

R. J. LEWIXSO:\, co. MS~ 
blocks of fOllr. A 
525 West End Av., N. Y. U, N. Y. fiDt'\ 

~--- -- ... 
DID YOU KNOW • . . 
that stamps bring ,' ery high prices on 
the cu.-rent market? 

We are willing anu able to follow 
this trend and are prepared to pay 
cash prices for stamps whetber tbey 
are in the form of a higbly specialized 
co llection or just "dumped" into a 
shoe box. 

'Ve are olso Interested in better 
grade mint nnd used U. S. postage and 
rCl"t"l1ues, Singles. Bloc]{s and Sbeets, 

DrOll us a line and let us kuow what 
you have to offer, won't you? 

Cosmopolitan Stamp Company ~ 
1457 S'way (Time~(IUare) N.Y.C.~ 

u. S. SETS 
all centered and very fine 

• 

l'a,'){s, perf. (10). mint ................ 1.24 
Same (10), mint hlo('I," ....... ....... 4.!)'; 

Flags (13) . mint ...................... 1 .25 
Same (l:l) . mint hlt ... ks ............. ,3.00 
Same (13), uscd hlo('l" .............. 3.!)!) 
Same (l:l) , used :\",UU: hlox ....... . 6.50 

Army & ::-;'''.' (111), mint hlo .... . .... . 2.50 
FamOIl .• . \m. (3;;), n,('<1 hind's ........ 9.9!) 

WILLIAM T. ADAMS 
Box 11M San .Jose 8, Calif. 

JUST OFF THE PRESS!!! 
o rJew 1945 Standard Canad!an 

REVENUE CATALOG:-
Many lIri~p changes and corrections 
- $1.00 Postpaid. 

• BR. COL. HANDBOOK:-
60 pages of invaluahle information 
on fakes lind ,·ari .. ties of Rr. Col· 
onlps - No colle~tor of Hr. Col. 
• honld be without this - $1.50 }'ost
paid. 

Publisb.ed by 

MARKS STAMP CO., LTD. 
258 College St., Toronto, Onto 

AI 0 available from 
H. L. J,I~DQUIST 

2 West 46th St., New York 19, N. Y. 
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. $125,000.00 
IS 1!le \'alal~g~,~ J<'~g;ur~ 011 n Gellera! Collection to be dispersed in my l\IlD ATLAN
TIC S1 A~lI SAJ,E;;. Se\'~l'al slIl"s III nreparation 

, PAR:r ~ inchHl.es 100 lots of U. S. Proofs, U. S. Postage to 1916 and n fine lot of 
Gn~at Dl"lt1UJI ~nd Jts Colonies {'I'om A to Ceylon, 

A \\'o.'.HIl' J"ful opportunity ailend for collectors of "l\IEXICO" to secure items 
St'ldODl olfen'd, by dealers or a t a llction. 

MID ATLANTIC STAMP SALES 
000 F St., N. W., II. A. ROBINETTE WASHING'rON, 4, D. C. 

. United States 
Notes and Comments 

By PIIlLIP II. WARD, JR. 

J UST CHATTER 

\\ ' e note fr0111 one of the column
its, "The height of war silliness 
was the Army's refusal to reveal 
how much butter it has on hand on 
the ground that this was a 'military 
secret'." They were just as silly in 
refusing to let u have information 
regarding the stamps for overrun 
nations. which we obtained anyway. 
Since the ending of the war they 
still refuse to furnish us with the 
detail. The Colorado Stamp Com
pany sends us a $10 Wine - the 
first we have seen. Still looking for 
the 30c, $1, $6, $9.60, $12, $20 and 
$,,0. The same company calls atten-
1 ion to the fact that Scott lists the 

'igarette Tubes R1I3-4 as "un
watermarked". II as anyone ever 
seen such a stamp without water
mark? \\le are after stampless cov
ers 0 [ the eighteen thirties marked 
"Express j\[ail" either in manuscript 
or hand stamped. Have you any 
available? \Ve see the Post Office 
Department is now using a canceller 
on parcel post reading, "Insured -
:'Ilinimul11 Fee" in oyal, 2 inches 
wide . Generally struck in magenta. 
J fC;-l1lan TIerst, Jr., takes a crack at 
the government insured registered 
mail in ' ·Gossip" . They don't pay if 
t hey can get out of it. \Ve say 
",\l11en" for we know. \Ve tried to 
collect $;3 without success. Even 
claimed we had 110t insured the let
ter. . \ fter nearly two years and se\"
eral letters as well as calls from Post 
Office inspector, they have not 
paid! They admit the registered 
letter is lost. Our in urance com-

WANTED 
U. S. #771 

16(' Special Delivery 
Farley Printing 

. I am abl~ .to use blocks, multiple 
pieces, positions and full sheets. 

116 2~~~. !,: Y~2~ N. Y. A 
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pany paid upward of $200 a week 
a fter we notified them. If you want 
to guard against loss, take insurance 
outside or ship via express insured. 
If a private firm tried to get away 
with what the government is doing, 
they would be put out of business 
and jailed. Did you know that only 
two unused blocks of the 1847 10c 
exist - one of four, one of six, both 
in Philadelphia collections? Two 
mint blocks of the 1851 5c are 
known and single blocks mint of the 
1857 5c brick red and 1861 5c buff. 
One used block of four of the 5c 
buff exists . It has a N. Y. Steam
ship cancellation smack in the face. 
Scott li sts an unused block of~ the 
1870 90c grilled. We have never 
seen one with a grill that did not 
have to be "imagined". Ditto 12c 
We have seen blocks of four of the 
18G9 reissues 6c, ] 2c, 15c and block 
of 12 with plate number and corner 
l1nrgins of the 90c. Not catalogued 
although they were in the Worthing
ton Sale - then to Ackerman and 
we bought them from the Senator. 
,\Ve have not heard of the 1869 re
issue 3c, 24c and 30c in blocks. 
H?-ve you? 0 [ the other reprints or 
reIssues, we know of blocks of the 
1847 5c, 10c, the 1857 1c, the 1861 
1c, 2c and the 1869 1c, 2c, 1 Dc. Do 
you know of any otbers? Of the 
imperforate 1860 high values, two 
rall·s eXist of the 2k, three pairs of 
th; 30c and a unique pair of the 90c. 
\\ e have seen but one mint block of 
the 1869 30c in the correct shade 0 [ 

the is.sued stamp. They are gener
ally 111 the deep color unissued 
shacks. Used blocks are not uncom
mon . The Scott Company found a 
number 0 f them some years hack. 
At the ame time, they located Cjuite 
a few 1870 90c. grilled. Some strips 
would show a )lI1e or two 0 f grill on 

YOUR STAMP SERVICE 
"lINT OXLY 

A u'tria .• \)[0 RCt ........•• .•• (13) 1.15 
F;-tl"n<I. G~r.mun O.ce 1l1>' . . ..... (3) -1.65 
(.t':"T11all~· . Hltlel' Blrthlla), 1943 (G) 2.8.3 

lO ~' ('ar' BI"O\\,11 nPl'''~' InH .. (1) .~O 
HUll!!""")". RCll C,·os •. Se111 . Posl.(4) 1.60 
;\I(','i(·'.', Teatro (Ie la Paz. (' p!. (n) 18.25 

( oni("'pnce R('l. C'!'!. .......... (n) 24.00 
l'~l1"aglla:y, Good 'Yill Yi~il~, airp . 

and ,PORtage ... ... ........ (11) 17.:>0 
III. tOl"l~al Set, cp!. ......... (21) 26.50 

l'hiLilJpines, 1943 iss., 1c-51lCS. (H) 4.65 
Romania, B138-BI44 ........... (7) 1.35 
Slo~'aJdn, Railroad Comm . 1943 (4) 1.75 
R\\,ltzerland's Pax Issue . .. .. . (14) 9.75 

)Inil Orders Only 

YOUR STAMP SERVICE 
25 10 nud"on BJ"d .• Jersey City 4, N. J. 
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USED U. S. WANTED 
We wish to huy used United States Commemorative Issues 

- Principally those dating since 1939 - in sorted lots of 1,000 

or more of a kind. Slamps should he free of paper and in good 

salcahle condition. 

We can pay top prices, also, for mint sh eet stock, especially 

Washington Bicentennials, National Parks, Famous Americans 

and all Souvenir Sheets. 

Please send us a list of what you have to ofTer. 

H. E. HARRIS & CO., • 108 Mass. Ave., It BOSTON, MASS. 

one stamp with nothing on the oth
ers. Thc only Postmaster stamp we 
know in block form is the Provi
dence. There was a so-called block 
of the 5c 1 . Y. around - a 110ri
zontal block of eight, if our memory 
is correct. This, however, was 
broken into two horizontal strips 
and repaired to make a block. Sir 
Nicholas 'Waterhouse in London 
used to tell Frank God den that if 
he ever located a block, call him at 
night and he would come out in his 
nightgown to get it. Sir Nick was 
possibly thc best known collector of 
C. S. in Europe. vVe remember he 
gave the American visitors, who at
tended his sale in London in 1924, a 
luncheon. TIe also had his auction 
catalogues with list of prices nicely 
bound - then autographed them 
and gayc each of us a copy - we 
still refer to ours . Ed Stern was 
along, also Hermann Toaspern -
poor boy, may his soul rest in peace, 
as well as several others. The sale 
lasted a week, the lots were shown 
around a "U" shape table while the 

NEW AND RECENT ISSUES 
-MINT-

1,'RA:SCE - Amgot - 1st issuc ... $-1.65 
~nd issue . ............. ... ... .... .60 
H'r blue Liberation ............. .20 
Da~' of tbe Postage SlUmp, brown .25 

UAITI - Red Cross, 4 new vals ... 1.4() 
CHl:SA - 'rreaty et .............. 1.50 

Lin Sen Memorial ............... 1.35 
BRAZIL - 5tb Army .............. .90 
JA)IAICA - Constitution ......... 4.95 

Sume. sbort set to 2/ ............ .95 
Blocks of botb long and sbort 

sets pro rata 
1 superb set of corner blocks to 

5/, eacb witb plate number ..... 10.00 
[56 

ROBERT FULTON STAMP COMPANY 
1005 Chestnut St., Philadelpl,iI. 7, Pa. 

October 1 1945 

sale was going on and at 4 o'clock, 
we had tea and "biscuits". \Ve re
member we paid $1,000 more for a 
block of 8 usee! of the 5c 1847 than 
we intended, just to take it from 
somebody we did not and do not like. 
Nasty way, but we have mellowed 
much since. We, however, sold it at 
a profit and handled it twice after -
reaching highcr heights each time. 
We finally sole! it to the late Frank 
Sweet, a real follower of the God
dess Philatelia. Ilis son Bill now 
has it. ),To finer used block exists. 
\Ve hm'e in our collection the most 
important mint piece - a square 
block of sixteen. From London, 
Eddie, Tosty and ourself went to 
Paris to attend a session of the Fer
reri Sale. The late 1\1. Gilbert con
ducted them . Everything was in 
French and we had to guess what 
they were saying. Rachitoff, South 
l\merica's leading dealer, bought in 
our behalf . There is a trained stamp 
dealer for you - he speaks fluently 
Spanish, French, English, Italian, 
German, Portuguese and what have 

IMPORTANT NOTICE 
Marquette Album Users 
The 1940-45 pages for Tile Marquette 

Sectional Album are available as fol
lows: 
United States Postage, 14 pages, 

Space No. 1031 to Roosevelt Se-
riE's inclusi\'e, post free .. . ... At 48<: 

l'. S. Sec. 2, 4 va!!,e" Spec. D('1. ... At 21c 
U. S. ec. 2,4 pages Air Mail. .... At no 
U. S. Sec. 3, 6 pages Ducks ... . .. At 21e 

Remit in 1c, 2c, or 3c stamps for tbe 
pages desired. 

1946 SCOTT'S catalogs mailed with 
commems. post free. Part 11, $2.50 eacb ; 
Combined, $5.00; U. S. Specialized, $3.00. 
Post Free. 

UNITED STAMP CO 22 W. MONROE, 
• CHICAGO S, IJ.L. 

MEKEEL'S WEEKLY 

STAMPS WANTED! 
We buy all kinds 01 
collections and accu
mulations of postage 
stamps, provided they 
are worth $50 or 
more. Send fa, our 
free booklet, "If You 
Have Stamps to Sell", 
describing ou r free 
appraisals, top prices 
and prompt payments. 
Read it for your pro· 
tection before you sell. 
S.nt Free on Request. 

H. E. HARRIS & CO. 
Transit Building Boston 17, Mass. 

MR Dealer 
_ • Investor _ 

.lo'jno used U. S . COJluneJnorath'es and 
Ailom,ljls are pl'ice<l in our wholesale 
list now rrad.v. A copy will be sent 
for 2,;c deposit, deductible from your 
first order. [H 

LOUIS CRAYM 
1002 J"oster Ave., Brooldyn 30, N. Y. 

We Are Paying 
unusually high prices fol' U. S. stamps j J 
bheets, collections or individual items U. S 
or l l'oreign items. "\", 

" 'e will Ony the following 1) rices for cOIn 
I)lete ~hcets: 
#704-1.3 lh-10c BiccJltellllial ..... $100. 

7+0-9 l-lOe J.'al'l<s ........... . 40. 
752-71 ji'al'ley cOlupiete, 20 VitrS. 380. 
859-93 lf1llnous Americans Cill. . 375.0 
009-20,92--l Occupiccl Na.tions cpl. ., 50. 
"'e are iu urgent need of any complet 

})h~cts fronl IJcg inning to date. Send an) 
tl.llllg' YOII lIave to sell for 0111' immediat 
cbeck while we IlOld your sta mps ill abey 
ance for your acceptance. 

HOBBS STAMP CO. 
as 1' .. 1'1< Ito"" N. Y . C. # 

YOLl . You should see us visiting th) 
stamp dealers in numerous countrie) 
in Europe and trying to make thed 
understand what we wanted. Any· 
way, as we wandered around to dis· 
tant points we always carried OUI 
hotel card with us so no mattel 
where we were we could hop in , 
taxi, show our carel and we would it 
timc gct back to OLlr starting point 
Those were the days to pick up nict 
things. Few o\'er there knew tht 
types of the 1851-57 issues, did n01 
recognize the reprints and unusua: 

• cancellations meant little. 'vVe car 
recall at least three 3c 1869 reprint~ 
priced as originals . We purchasec 
in thc \ Vaterhouse Sale one lot oj 
] 869 30.c used, described as all ver) 

WOULD YOU LIKE A 
CERTIFIED CHECK FOR 

$50,000.00 
MADE OUT TO YOU? 

,Yc will "peud auytbing up to that 
figure for a good collection of U. S. or 
Foreign, anu- . 

We are anxious to buy. 

Please write or wire description. 
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~pecial U. S. Packets 
) 500 U. S. (100 Var.), 1861-1937 . .... $.1.00 

') 4,0 Vor. U. S. Post., 1851-1900 ..... $1.00 
) 40 Vru-. U . S. Revenues, 1861-1915 .. $1.00 
) 100 Var. U. S. Commem oratives ., .$1.00 
) 20 Vor. U. S. Airs and Spl. Del. .. $1.00 

.) 35 Var. Postage Dues . ........... $1.00 
, ) 12 Old U . S. Covers (1861-1888) .. , $1.00 

$5.00 For Any G ond U. S. #572 Fre.e. 
fe w LO. S. Pt"ice List, Free in a few days . 
LEVELAND CADY, TEN~LY, N. J . 

I 
want 

to buy a 
good stamp 

collection. What 
have you? I will 

pay a good price for 
something that is nice, 

Thomas Prescott, 79 Matlook St., 
Paterson 2, N. J. 

Established 1931 

WANTED FOR CASH 
FAIR PRICES PAID 

COLLECTIONS 
ACCUMULATIONS 

FROIlI ,100.00 UP 

Submit with best prices or tor Cash Otter 
after Inspec tion. 

Prompt Replies and Payments. 
Bank reference. It desired. 

WALTER GISIGER ~ 
5111 5th Avenue New York Olty M 

PHILIPPINE 
ISLANDS 

"'c arc olfering nn unu -ual ite m, sel
dom ad"crti8ed and never at this low 
price, which is below fnce. 

S ingle. BIIL-1 

'.~3 1-2 lOp S la t e & 20» Bm .. $H.oo $58.00 
, -1~8 II' on lOp grey ..... . 1.25 5.00 

IX )I1NT COXDITIOX 

Scnd for our cUl'J'e nt catalog. It is 
worth your wlli1 e . 

M & S STAMP SERVICE 
88 Park Row N. Y. C. #7 

fine and found 111 the lot aN. Y. 
Steamshi p, a Japanese usage, a red 
and blue town and several other nice 
pIeces. Mo t of them are now in the 
B. K. l\Iiller collection in the N. Y. 
Library, unless they haYe since been 
Isold, Fine old U. S. are just as de
sirable today. The next time JOu are 
111 Tew York or Chicago, or in fact 
anywhere, wander around among the 
dealing fraternity and see how many 
reaJly fine early pieces can be bought. 
Flag stamps, Famous Americans 
and miniature sheets - yes, but 
where jilre the early blocks and sin
gles and cover ? Most of them be
long to the collectors. In fact, most 
of the choice early foreign are in the 
same place - Caspar)" Lichtenstein, 
Admiral Harris, Hall, Jessup, Iew
bury, l\Ioody, Brown, Lapham
just to mention a few. 

WANTED 
We believe the following buying prices set record highs for used U. S. 

commemoratives and airmails. We will pay the following prices per 100 
used copies, smaller or larger quantities pro rata. Our check goes to you 
by return mail. 

Scott Xo. I'c,'100 Scott No . P er 100 
863 JOe Clemells .. " .. .. ..... , ,,$12.00 !!O-l 3e I{eniuc]{y .. , ........... $ .50 
8G8 10e Riley ........ . . .... ... 15.00 f)(fG :}C Chin a . . ........ .... . ... . 4.00 
87:~ 10" ''' n~ hingtO Il ............ 10.00 A ll 5c F lags . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3.50 
878 JOe A,1<lams ................ 7.00 921 :le Raill'oad . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .50 
883 JO,' Xedns . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8 ,00 flZ2 3c SteulllSh il) .............. .50 
888 10e Remington . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10.00 !)2~ 3e '.re legl'a ph .. .. . ......... .50 
B9:l IOc Bell . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . J2.00 D2-l :le COl'regidor . ..... ....... .50 
All DC :E'alll ouj) AmCl'jeans 2.00 925 .~c JlOlries .............. . . .. .50 
All Ie &. 2c ~"fUnO U S Alnel'. ..... .40 927 3c Jt lorida, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .50 
All 3e }t'~unOllS AJnel'icnlls .... . .:l5 CIO 10e IJindbergh . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3.00 
8lH :3e " ' e ll s Fargo ............ 1.00 Cll 5e Beacon ... .. ........ .... 1.00 
895 3c Pall American .......... .W cn 8c " ' ingc(l G lobe ... .. . ... . .75 
897 3e '''yom iJl g .............. .35 C21 20e Clil)l)er .... .. ........ . .. 3.00 
898 :3c CO l'onado .. .. . . .. . ...... .35 C22 50c Clipper ................. 12.00 
902 3e E nl a n c ipation .. ...... . . AO C24 30c Trans-Atlautic ...... . .. 12.00 

We call use all U. S. commems . and airs ill used cOlldi tiO?I . If yom' hold
illgs are 1I0t listed above, sellR them for our offer. We will hold your stamps 
illtact pellding yoltr acceptance. 

LOUIS CRAYM 1002 FOSTER AVENUE 
BROOKLYN 30, N. Y . 

Sheets and Blocks 
By N. R. HOOVER 

Don Houseworth said a mouthful 
when he cautioned "inexp~rienced 

investor" about loading up on the 5 
cent Cnited Nations and the Hyde 
Park tamps. Just because U. N . is 
a :5 cent stamp, and people have an 
idea a :5 cent unit has better possi
bilities than an ordinary 3 cent 
stamp, shouldn't cause them to 
stampede on the.) cent U . N. Sev
enty million have already been or
dered printed. U , N. as an oppor
tunity at profit, except {or used 
copies bought advantageously, is dis
tinctly below par. And the same 
thing goes for the Hyde Parks. One 
hundred million of these have been 
ordered. If the Roosevelt devotees 
go after them in a big way, many 

thousands may be even now salted 
away because of such idealism, to 
coMe out in later years to disrupt the 
market. Go slow on both of them as 
inve tment possibilit ies. 

There is a story going the rounds 
that a group of brave men are at 
work on attempting to corner the 
Greece Flag stamp. It isn't wise, 
perhaps, to say too much about this 
because the very act of giving the 
tale importance by mentioning it, of 
it elf could start investors reaching 
f or it. Lucile Buchanan r ecently 
commented on the fluctuating inter
est in Korea by interpolating this as 
against the strength Korea has been 
enjoying: "At the same time an 
operator, who likes long shots, hands 
out this tip: 'Greece IS the best. 
\"atch this one'." An answer to this 
is that the government issued the 
same number-of several of the Flag 
stamps. " 'hy should one be better 
than another when in the same cate
gory numerically? 

U. S. FIRST DAY DATES 
U . S. Navy 3c - October 27 at Annapolis, Md. 
U. S. Coast Guard 3c - November 10 at New York City 
Alfred E. Smith 3c-November 26 at New York City 
Franklin Roosevelt 5c - January 30 
U . S. Merchant Marine 3c-February 

HEADQUARTERS FOR FLAGS 
BUYING PRICE 

$47.50 pf!r .et of 1 S .beets 

SELLING PRICE 

$53.50 
'Ve buy and sell U. S. sheets o'l1d individual Flags. 

It you want to buy or sell, 1 Bet or 100 setB, it pays to Bee 

VICTOR STAMP CO. 
110 WEST 4,2XD ST., TEL. WISCONSIN 7-3834 NEW YORK, 18, N . Y. 

_P_a ..... g_e _2_26 ___ ~_~-_____ M_E_K_EEL'S WEEKLY October 1, 1945 
----
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Q.Ass OF StlWICB 

This Is " full .... are 
Telegram or Cablo
cram unless It. de, 
ferred character is In
dicated by a suitable 
aymbol above or pro
c:edlng the addree.. 

WE S TE RN "" 
UNION' 12

1 •• 
W. P. MARSHALL. PRESIDENT 

SYMBOLS 

DL - Da, Letter 

LC - Dekrred C.ble 

NL T -Coble Nlah. Lcnn 

Shlp R.d1ocrom 

The filin& time shown in t .hA nAt ... line OIL tele"ams and day letters is STANDARD TIME at point of origin. Time of receipt is STANDARD TIME at point of destinatioD 

CTA3 1 1 --

CT.NC040 PD=NEWYORK Y 21 907A 
21 m. 9 29 

STANLEY B ASHBROOK= :rt Thomas ~ 

33 NOR H FORT THOMAS AVE FORT THOMAS KY= 

DEAR STANLEY~ REGRET TO INFORM YOU OF THE DEATH OF ADMIRAL 

HARRIS WEDNESDAY MORNING: 
!~IN= 

THE COMPANY WILL APPRECIATE SUGGESTIONS FROM ITB PATRONS CONCERNING ITB SERVICE 



AMERICAN TRAIL SERIES 

THE CHEYENNE 
AND BLACK HILLS 

STAGE AND EXPRESS 
ROUTES 

by 

AGNES WRIGHT SPRING 

former State Librarian and State Historian of Wyoming 
Author of U Caspar Collins/' U Seventy Years - Cow Country," etc. 

With folding two-color map showing the routes, especially prepared 
by the author from source material; analytical index, bibliography, 
and I7 plates including reproductions of two unpublished paintings 
by William H. Jackson. Handsomely printed in large Caslon type 
on Strathmore laid deckle-edged paper, the map on etching plate 
paper. One volume, large 8vo, 4I8 pages, strongly bound in Holliston 
cloth, uncut. Issued in a limited edition, printed direct from type 
and the type distributed. 

Price $7.50 net, postpaid 

THE CHEYENNE-DEADWOOD TRAIL WAS NOT, 
as the name might imply, a single two-rut track. From time 

to time it spread out, branched and diverged, to meet the changing 
conditions. 

The discovery of gold in the Black Hills, inspired innumerable 
gold hunters, freighters, carpenters, merchants, soldiers, and others, 
to surge in the 1870'S toward a new Eldorado in forbidden Indian 
country. Thousands of passengers, tons of freight and express, and 
millions of dollars worth of treasure travelled from Cheyenne to 
Custer and Deadwood, over the lines, operated by such men as Jack 
Gilmer, Monroe Salisbury, M. H. Patrick, and Russell Thorp, sr. 

Shoulder to shoulder with these sturdy stage men worked the 
superintendent, Luke Voorhees; division agents, stage drivers, stock 
tenders, blacksmiths, freighters, station keepers, and "shotgun mes-



CHEYENNE-BLACK HILLS STAGE ROUTES 

sengers," who kept the wheels rolling until the whistles of trains 
turned the rattle of spokes into an echo of the past. 

Danger of Indian attacks, hold-ups by road agents, peril of swollen 
rivers, cloudbursts, blizzards, and innumerable other vicissitudes 
make the history of these routes one of the most thrilling and fasci
nating chapters in the development of the West. Presented here are 
authentic and detailed descriptions of the stage stations and road
houses, and much data on the outlaws who "worked" the routes. 

The appendices include an extensive, descriptive list of owners 
and many employees of the stage company; descriptive lists of coaches 
and markers; and the diary of George V. Ayres. 

The illustrations include reproductions of early photographs, 
portraits and woodcuts, and two water colors by William H. Jackson, 
one of which he prepared especially for this volume. 

The colored map was especially prepared by the author, who 
made extensive trips into the Black Hills, covering the old trails, 
winnowing fact from fiction, and gathering authenic details. 

The author, Agnes Wright Spring, has established an enviable 
record in her writings for accuracy and strict attention to detail. 
Mrs. Spring knows stage coaching from first hand observation. She 
is a daughter of a pioneer Colorado and Wyoming stage owner, and 
grew up on a Wyoming ranch. She is a graduate of the University 
of Wyoming and studied journalism at Columbia University. Her 
research for this volume was aided greatly by the letters, records, 
photographs and clippings, collected by Russell Thorp, jr. the son 
of one of the owners of the line. This collection, with extensive 
research in other source material and personal interviews with old 
stage employees and pioneers, forms the basic material for the volume. 

Territory covered includes Dakota Territory, Wyoming, Nebraska, 
Colorado, Montana, and adjacent regions. 

The Arthur H. Clark Company, Publishers 

Glendale, California, U.S.A. 
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r. hzra D. 0010, Sepc. 30, 1949. 

! opinion regarding tho Baltimore cancelnt:ton. Evidently you sub-
i ttod it as 0. "bisect". I stated that this pieco of s~ru.!lP rJas not 

cl 3,t 1851 bisect cover .. mean i ng n half or tvlO th11"'ds of' a stamp 
used to propay less than a 3~ rate . Tho Pounciat 1.( n repOl .. teuscd a 
philatelIc tel'" and so did I. When VIe r~.fer to a 12;t 1851 bisect 
eover wo certa1nly refer to a half of' a l2¢ ntrunp used to pay a 6¢ 
rate. ThOl'e is no necessity to rofer to tl. dictiollfU"y to define tho 
10rd BISECT. 

.~ 

Ker['hnm." is an expcr·t photourapher , with little if any 
kno"i7ledge of stanps . Ilis opinion \las ba'"'ed sololy on "/ho,.t his photo
graphic v!ork dlsclon ed, plus microscope find ultra-violet, etc . Tho 
only op1..'1'li lns ho expreEscd. Wt;ro as follows: 

Jo . :3 - 1I'1'h61'O :.L.2 n d5..fferoncG in fluorescence of tho "AID" 
1r.. "PAID. II Ho. ,1, - "nero aeail is soon tho differenco of ink on the 
stamp ar co P'li"O l/ith that on cove::,. II Hin ril'.nl op5.r~5.on. \as as 
folIo is: 

Ilrt n'.y OpiL·ton tr fit tho "A:DlI of' PAID is cornpoDcd of an 
in.{ of .. d1.1.'f'm.-:cnt t:"luke -up .i. :eo rJ. t _0 LaIn ce ()f tho cancellation. If 

• 
10" "z I f'e.::'l to see \":hore roy oxar ·u.Htion. diffored to any 

extent \ilth tho above. By m- Im.p I !~O d a cilfforenco J.n tho blue 
inks, ndld tine that tvo d'if' c"ent blue inks had beon used . Ir.. other 
wOl-> ds , SO:le lilonkey ... buslnoss . Ycnt hn.ve nOVCi:'" ans ICI'OC the following 
question that I put up to you . 

!f there n<WGr "as a ;.;£ Iti ore I. \1' ,;::tng of this type with a 
"l" (or a lino) in the centel', hO\1 como this strike hilS a line? I would 
be "illing to bot thftt no ono can SftOIV a "enninG stl"ike oi' this marking 
with n line CBueh as on this cover) in the ·conter. Ii' that is a fac ';;, 
then ho did that line o:'"'igi .. ato on t'h'$ pa:C'ticlllnr cover? Did someone 

sel .. t th t "1" to mnke thi8 pm1 ticular stri:o a.ppear us n "bisect" cover 
:'lith a l~ rato? I don't supPOBe rcrBhne3:' in fl\7are thav this ::'H:lall 
Baltimore .1€lrkinr; novor lJatl nn~-thinr~ but n blank cen1iel' . Not being 
aV/are of thnt fact perhaps he failed to I.a co a. minuto exa~ ination of 
that i!lportant foature . 

Before {~ritcisine th, Report of the "rI O'- lo. tion \7hy (lon' t you 
make them give you a. roport i..."1 full , viZ ., 1~ t:_ .. , 1nltmore cancel 
genuine in e 'lory re~ ,~t? r'o.~ anyono monkeyed .. ' '1. th1.s? ,en it 
beon paL ted. Disclhibol~ed or J;ouchcd up in any \lay? Did this type of 
ma:<>ki O"le1' havo ~nything 1n t1..o center? I:3 all tho blue ink of this 
mnrk1rc -':he srune - both 0 stl .. lp and on covfn1'.~1.t tLor:: on the spot 
and ... 0.._0 t 13 ..... ansver t. OBO quest!.()l1s. If tl ey cflnno~" answer '!;hen -
then request the to Hoknm/J.e( c t_1L!t f'nc J

.;. In other ":Ol-'ds , you don 't. 
,rant any csnins or dl 1. fOul opi i ns by nliott PorF.!, 01" otherp, in 

11 s cl S8 , but n ncio_ t1fic ex .. 1 .[ tiol~. ~r ~Ol~oono v/ho is capable 0:1 
ronderi such. If they retur. it to no I \~·:tl1, rei'use co,.:rr.:en'C . I 
intonded to do this origi ally but nft r Boggs pont it to me I saw no 
renson \1:r~ I should not Give L.ry opinion. I think that thetp: had the 
ideo. th t you. tao ted an opinion 0_ only one pOint , 0., Is this. fl. 3~ 
18 1 Bisect Cov er? Their Hns ·01" was , trno?" ltnd yet Jottstate t;ha€ 
l1f1 opinion ;as entirely d i fferent fro theirs. Kershner did not ex
press an op .. ion as to {hetber it In n bisect or not . He don r t know 
anyth about Bisects so hy \/Ollld he co . . ant? - think that 1" ... 1.3 I'eport 



• 
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• 1r . }~z!'a D. Cole, Sept. 30, 1949. 

as very, vcry fair and certainly not subjoct 'GO criticism. All ho 
l1d was to rlGl"oly explain \ihnt his photOBl'aphs (isclo~ed to hilil. He 
did not state that the cover is a fake or is cenuine. It 11 be do. mod 
if I see vhore hta letter 5.s 1.'1 cOllf11(;t 'lith t 10 P. 1". report or with 
any f. din tLl:lt I made - othOl~ than p(}1"11.O.po my op:t1ion \iOnt :furthor' 
than hie . 1_ yon thin'k tho cover :w cc _uino thtm I ask you to expla in 
that "1 . " And here is a tip - Io!. tho COV(ll' ':0 B(mui.no in evory way 
and all the b1uo ink is '~he s, 0 - and tho1"o novm"> 11:9.:1 beon U' Y l.lonkey
bus ineS'S then p~rhapn I could suppl;}' tho p.nnwcr l'oe;arcl!ng tho centor -
but f irst, I want positivo proof thnt the cover is !/)nu:L.'1.o - that my 
nuspicion of pa5.ntmg - l'etouchi..r1g - fuklllg - etc .... is wrong . Get me 
that evi",ence and then I lill have the answer to tho center. 

I run returning erov 1th all the .'1t~rial that you "'ent me 
i clua!] thB photo printn of the Dison COVOj4 - keep these for your 
flIes . ...... 

Further rogtu"<ii!1g your. of the 21st. 

stoIa.,,; sale. ,'hat {'~bo,J.t Lot 5 ... Wan th:t:::1 cover Genuino? 
Whrl.t did you thinK'£' Also 'ihat about Lot 291 Thf re is that Hew yOrk 
p. 1. . tho sa;.'-.1(1 as on the Groon CO'll,!, - How 'voulo. you explain thi~ on a 
601 rate Rnd also on n 30¢ rato? 

You ask if this ight have beon a.pplied by 
Gregory's ae;ont -=-n /ow York? 1 t.hin1--: thflt the answ61" is obvious. The 
Yreka COVf'rs woro dOpoBited in tho U. 5 . uail flt Yrekn , r:alif . They 
would, the' of ore, go direct to tho Addressee , und had no cm1ta.ct with 
an agent in rew Ym"l: Cit--. 

I (D.S not sUl'prisod to lcn ... ·n tIl t the Pr'l.co and Bonnett covern 
C 0 from tho sano sOUI'ce - lIo I vOr"J od( that 1-;h0 TJison if> only l-no"F1!l 
on thin SW!.O sourco corl'ospondc. 0 - Or i~ it? . 

lall.ut rills Cover. E :_"oto EO that Gordon l"ofu.sed n refund. 
Too bud, an don tJl1.r.. .. 'tW t 1"1; E nttitud0 is r .ht . Re ardloss of 
any of theh" printod !'Ulo~3 ,,() shculd hE vc ntood G e loss. ~.hcY' sold' .that 
cover as l genuir e item and ~lt \'las II fake . I could Ltate n whole lot 
tlOre ut whnt t £3 the use. After all "0 uro just n bunch of saps whon it 
COl I)S to any dealings ".1th the British. S:hey tn.:_.k thnt it 1H tl~eir 
G d- siven right to fool us, chent us A.nd scravl 1 ">l.cons at every turn 
and \·e £11"0 saps enuzh to a r",(3 with them. (}o'l 1'T the K:1.'nc;. 

I have car.fully noted the Inst line of you!' lcttoI', yiz. , 
be a ood. idea 11' ou lookod_at it In Ll. is IJ{£ht, too. II I was 
aus 01 e nc lllt 1 ;nve the ipress~on t~at I consid rod 

1 to tiS bad until I (}oold sntisf'y yself th'i; they pore g()()d~ I UFt 

nOG 11 tho hnbit of' conde. ll .. · 118 an i ";en ulll~)ss I first note thnt thero is 
so eth':ne suspicious . I Hi. 1 t :aka a mental noi;e of that bit of advico 
and I pro ise you thtlt I \'1ill never forgot it . 

Yours etc •• 



Dear Ezra Cole: 

Thank you for your letter of August 26th, enclosing the . 
cO,\Ter with circular Baltimore "Paid" cancellation on bisect stamp. 

This is a nice little problem ••• examination under the 
microscope failed to show any evidence of taup9ring with the cancel, 
nor did it show up any appreciable difference in the appearance of 
tho pigments. Examination under the quartz lamp sh~w the PAID 
cancel on the cover portion and the large town cancel as naving 
apparently identical reaction, although the portion of the PAID 
cancel on the stamp itself gave a different reaction. Photographs made 
by the infra-red technique, however, reveal a decided difference in 
the intensity of the ink in "AID" of PAID on the stamp. Infra-red, as you 
know, has the ability to distinguish between two or more pigments 
having the sane color .. hen v iewed normally, provided the pigments are 
of a different chemical structure. In other words, two inks or other 
pigments which appear to be the sane color but having a different 
chemical structure will appear on the photoGraph showing one of ' the 
colors as lighter than the other, or in SODl9 irs tances one color will 
fail to register on the photograph. I am. enclOSing five photographs 
of the cancellation portion of the cover for your study. 

No. I - Town and PAID cancellation, greatly magnified, with 
stamp lightly faded out. 

Ho. 2 - Sal e, taken with filter to eliminate stamp to permit 
study of cancels. 

No. 3 - Same, taken by ultra-violet. There is a difference 
in fluorescence of the "AID" in PAID. 

Ho. 4 - Same, taken by ultra-violet, photographing only the 
fluorescence of the material. Light portions shoVin 
by arrOVlS are particles of gum. Here again is seen 
the difference of ink on the stamp as compared with 
that on cover. 

No. 5 - Same, taken by infra-red technique. It is noted here 
the difference of intensity of the inks comprising 
IIAID" of PAID as compared with the balance of the 
cancel and the town cancellation. 

It is my opinion that the "AID" of PA D is composed of an 
ink of a different make-up from the balance of the cancellation. 



AMUICAN PHILATELIC SOCIETY 
COLLECTORS CLUB 

COMMISSIONS EXECUTED 
APPRAISALS 

EZRA D. CO lE RARE POSTAGE STAMPS 

NYACK, N.Y. 

I~. 6tanley B. ~shbrook 
33 ~. Fort Thomas Hvenue 
Fort Thomas, h.entucky 

Dear Stan: 

.'. Q C 

TELEPHONE NYACK 7-0964 
September 15, 1~49 

Your letter vvith the KerShner data, etc., etc., just came 
and just so vve will c;et everything straight, I am quoting frGm 
some previous letters of yours and will give you the dates. 

Your letter' of .t.ay 25: "Bince writing the b.bove, I am in 
rece ipt 01' yours of the 23rd. If tIlere WhS never a Hal timore 
markine;; of tnat type with a 1'1" in the center how can the markine; 
on your cover be good? The biggest "hooey" in this game are tHe 
fake covers that COlJ.e form original finds. oucll claims don't 
mean a thing to me becl::J.use I nave seen too illany contradictions. 
If you send it to tlle P.f!., I could refuse to pass on it, c..S I 
frequently Jo. I simp:'y iJark on the sheet - nno opinion - no 
comment." One don't have to give an opinion." 

Your letter of June 2: "Regarding the Baltimore cover with 
the 3¢ 1861 Ii spli t. HOYI come you overlooked the important fea
ture that I mentionea - viz - that naltirrore did not use a mark
ing lL.:e that one on tt~e cover ~vi tl a .l1umeral "1" in the center? 
If there las no monkey-business how can you explain that? it 
will be interesting to learn ~.,hat opinion the }- .F. will render. 
If tney send it to me, I will advise you." 

Your letter of June 8: "Re - that smal bal-cimore killer. I 
have been i'a iliar wi til t .is for' over 30 years u.nd 1 am posi ti ve 
it nevel" haJ a II 1" L tne center. TLe IJb.rKino is CO,,:Illon <..cnd 
occurs in blue and blaCK. i..ost anyone lill coni'il'm above - .rite 
Perry Fuller' or .... _i1m .diller' . 110vl diu tIla t Ill" bet. on your cover? 
It sure don't look like it as hanasta ,pea but rather" pb.inted." 

Your letter of June B8: "Your letter of June 23 - I note 
tat you got the 3¢ 1861 nIbLC'r" bach. rrow. the .1' oundC! t ion. vlh 
no t l"eturn it and request fur"ther information on the cancel « 

Inform them yuur "client" requests same - make theJl explain that 
pain te ' "1" - I may have its answer. II 

Your letter of June 30: "Today I received from tne l-.F. your 
3¢ 1861 Bisect cover. I 'dill return it to .beggs. l\ly opinion VIas 



. , 

Mr. stanley B. Ashbrook -2- &eptember 15, 1949 

that it was not a bisect cover - the envelope was sent sealed. 
I c Llled attention to the fact tlw.t I never saw this marking with 
a "1" in the cenl..er - and tnat my quartz lamp shoVJed two shades 
of blue ink - indicating monkey business - This being partially 
confirmed by the fact thl:1t the "T" Vias way out of alignment with 
tlle "1" of "Balto." I am enclosing a cover with a very clear (?) 
strike of tllis marking . IncidentallJ I have seen its use on a 
3¢ 1861 cover as late as 1863. I am also enclosing & stampless 
cover addressed to Flushing, Ohio. This shov/s a very plain strike 
and it is the only stample ss I have ever seen Vii th this marking . 
This was presented to me by Alvin Good in 19~6. It vms the only 
one he ever ran across. I am also enclosing ten copies of the 
l¢ 1857 - Type V with this marking in olue and black." 

Now, what I want to know is this: In all of your previous 
letters you said that the "1" in the c~ncellation \ms no good. 
In your last letter you say nottling about it, and neither Kersh
ner nor the Foundation found anything vvrong witn it. In this, ( 
your letter of beptember 13, you change your mind and say something 
about the "aid" 01 the cancellation, something whicll no one ex
cept Kershner mentioned, and which in my hULlble opinion for what 
it is worth, is just as good as e,old . I have a quartz light, too, 
and my eyes are not too bad and the difference that he sees and 
I tHink you see ure due to tue fact that the envelope and stamp 
are creased and both the stamp and cancellation are faded at that 
side. 

Furthermore, what in the world would anybody monkey with that 
for? It would not make any difference whether that side of the 
stamp was tied or not, for it has no bearing on the fact as to 
whether or not it would even look like a bisect. No part of 
the cancellation of that part of the cancellation is anywhere 
near the little "1" which you object to. 

To get this discussion back on an even keel , I do not know 
myself whether or not this Vias a bisect or meant to be a bisect, 
but I do know that nobody has monkeyed with this cover. The fact 
that you and the Foundation and Kershner don't agree on anything 
makes me more convinced of it than ever, and if you will compare 
this with otder baltimore "Paids" you will be able to see it for 
yourself. 

Even Kershner says that nothing shows under ultra Violet, etc., 
etc., and he can only discern this di1ference, if anything, with 
infra red li&ht. If faker5 are that good , we both better quit. 

He - the Dunsmoor nison covers. You did state you were en
clOSing a photostat , but you did not send it. ~ can clear up 
one portion of it if tne letter is aa.dressed to J. G. bennett • 
It is Janles Gordon Bennett, and it is part of the Price family 
correspondence. I donlt know what relationship there was, but 
it is all part of the same lot. As you know, all of tne covers 
did not have this Bison. It is too bad no one saw the lot intact 



Ar. stanley B. Ashbrook -3- ~eptember 15, 1949 

but anyway, this may be where the rumor originated, as you say. 

,'lith reference to the Kershner photograph of the Bison, 
the question was specifica.Lly asked about the ink: lias the ink 
of tne Bison hnd the YreKa the same, and 1 believe the Foundation .~ 
certificates say it is. 

Do you mnt me to send back all of this stuff, Kershner's 
photographs, letters, and everything else? 

Your second page intrigues me. villo do you mean has the 
cancer, Souren or Kersrmer? I would not wish my worst enemy this 
dread desease, but I hopt it is · not Kershner. 

The vlalnut Hills cover has gone back to Em. I don't know 
who put tIle lO¢ stamp back O~l the cover. It was off the cover 
in the envelope with the cover when I gave it to Harmer Booke 
to sell. 

EDC~hk 



... 

Mr . Ezra D. Cole, 
nyack, 1; .Y. 

Dear Ez: 

Yours of the 15th l-'eceivod . 

sept. 19, 1949. 

I did not make a copy of tho ~ershner report on the 
'0r/ IIBisoct tt cover, but my recollection is thnt he stated that his 
examination sho lOd th t the blue ink on tho stamp was different 
from the blue ink on the cover. Beforo rop1yine to your letter 
I lould like to aenin read his report. But if my memory on the 
cover is corr ct I am wondel"ing if Kershner's finding did not 
agree \lith mine? In my lettor of June 30th I stated that 1.1Y 

quartz lamp showed two shades of blue. 

Don't you think that you are exaggerating a bit, whon 
you state thnt all three - P. F . - Kershner and Ashbrook, failed 
to agree? All that the P. F . stated was that it \"lns not n bisect . 
Don't that agree with mo? 

Please send me tho Kershnor report (also photos) and I 
'will fUl .. ther reply to your 1etter,- and when you send it, you mieht 
give I e your idea on the "1" in tho cGntor of the Baltimore markine;. 
I don't think that Kerhhnor should be expected to comment on the 
11111 _ I don't believe that ho knoVis thnt B0.1t1more never used a 
marking of tlis typo with a "l" in tho center. All ho is supposed 
to do is to render 0. report on what his photographic oxamination 
discloses. 

Herewith I run enclosing photos of the Dunsmoor folded 
letter. You w111 note th~lt this never passod thru tho U . S . !iUlil . 
Tho hundstump on face is that 0.::' GreGory's Agont in .. • Y. as men
tioned in tho lettor. 

Re - ink of Bison und post. nrk. Do you bolieve that 
anything short of so e sort of a chemical test could actually de 
termine \lhether two blnck inks CU!'1e fro. the same source? I don't. 
Do you believe that Uershnel" can deter ine such by photography -
or ultra-violet or infra-red etc. etc .? I don't. 

Cancer - I referred to Souren - not Kershner. 

talnut Hills cover. I don't think thut nnyone - Krug or 
mysolf - ever entertained any thought thnt you should lose anything 
on the cover. I urged E};l to request a l:'efund from Gordon thru you
You arc entitled to your co iss ion - the mere fact that the cover 
fooled you - foolod Em and fooled e is no reason why Gordon should 
not ake a refund. 

.~ 



I wrote for the 0tolow catalogue last week but I l'lUy 
leave \;odnesday or fJ.'hursday for the D. P. o.) . affair at tho Stark 
placo 1hieh occurs next Saturday. I suge;ost you '.7rite me about 
any special covers in the sale. 

Chic~a~o ShoVi - I think thnt the dates are Oct. 28-29-30th. 
I believe £hntt lilould p<.'1.y you to attend . They put on quite a 
nico affair. 

Ward sent me tho Groen Doano 30~t 18G9 cover and I made 
a most minute exa ination of it. A very interesting story. 

24l Violet - Nothing on ha.nd - nothing in sight. 

1~ 1851 - Unused - ditto . 

3 rAconstructed lat es and a l~t Typo IV reconstruc-
1.n n buyer lor such a lot (at evon a fair 

take my hat off to you. I Clln hardly in neino 
be harder to ::3011 . \8 for me, I \louldn't 

tion. If you cou 
F,l"ice) I "/ould sur e 
anything that would 
even try. 

\lith best .. fishos. 

Yours etc., 

'. 
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APPRAISALS 

EZRA D. CO LE RARE POSTAGE STAMPS 

NYACK, N. Y. 

~. btanley B. AshbrooK 
33 X. Fort Thomas Avenue 
Fort Thomas, .l\.en tucky 

TELEPHONE NYACK 7-0964 
September 21, 1949 

~ Dear Stan: 

I 

-t 
~ , .. 

k 
~ 
~ 

~ .., 
~ -
" .. 
~ 
k 

\ 

t 
~ 

~ 

~ 

~ 
~ ,. 
~ 

N 

~ 
..J ... 

'1 

).... 

~ 
v 
~ 

., 
'-

First, Vii th reference to the ut010VI sale. The first 29 lots, 
of course, are the interesting ones in the sale. A number of them 
are not photographed, unfortun&tely, which is why I wanted you 
to see them. 

Lots 5 and 6. Lot 5 is not a nice cover, but if it is all 
right it might be worth taking a chance at. Also lots 9, 14, 15, 
16, (wnich is not a type IV but a type IIJ 17, 20, 24, 28, and, of 
course, 29. 

rhanKs £'01' letting me look at the photooraph of the Dunsmoor 
folded letter. Could it be that that bison was the llandstamp or 
marK of Gregory I s agent in l,e;v York? This is just a surmise on my 
part and this possibly account for only pc...rt of the letters in the 
Frice and Bennett find having this bison. It is a queer thing, 
l.sn't it, but the ·rice and 1:leilllett correspondence ~Jere one and 
tne same. 

I don't k.."l0W' ;hy you ~lri te tile following: "Re - ink of Bison 
and postmark. D0 you you be~ieve that anything shor~ of some sort 
of a cne!Ilical test coulci 2.ctually determine .. hether two olack inks 
came from the Sh.He source? I don't. .uo you believe that Aersnner 
can determine such by photogrE..phy - or ultra-violet r infra-rea 
etc. etc.? I don't." - and tnen in our d.iscussion of tile baltimore 
bisect you take the 0 posite side and say that it does and that you 
call tel.t the difference. 

It Should be just as ehsy to tell whether a cancellition was 
different in any color iru( - blue, black, or red. 

I ~{rote you about hearing in ew York that uouren had cancer. 
\I I ~ill try and get some more information if I possibly can and 
~ k~ep you posted . 

uordon refuseC1 to t&n:e back the ualnut hills cover. r-lease 
n:eep tnis coni'identib.l unless I\.rUts sa.ys something about it. I 
Irote him a " letter yesterda • 

.~ 
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gr . Stanley n. Ashbrook -2- September 21, 1949 

gy dates for 0ctober are getting terribly crowded, especially 
on leekends, but if I can my way clear to get out there, I certainly 
will. 

T know those reconstructed plates will be .lard to sell, but 
maybe due to tIe interest in 1851's and the SHOW, I can sell them. 

I am returning the phot05rapns 01' "Ghe DWlsmoor GregorY'S let
ter and sometime if you maKe l::l.rlO Ule l' print, I would li1\.e to have 
it. 

I am returnin6 ersm~er's letter and examination, and tney 
did not at all a5ree with yours. 1 Cl.1!l not exaggerating a bit Wilen 
I say both you, tne Foundation and 1.ershner disagree . I aslmd the 
FOU~ldG.tion if the cancellation had been taJllJered with and. the only 
tniru; t~1at tney said vms that they did not believe it was a bisect. ~ 
I still ShY thht the cover is just as good as gold, that the "1" 
in the center is just the same as all the rest of it, and that the 
cover has not beeLl taupered vvi tn. I also reserve judgement on the 
question as to whether or not it is a bisect. According to illy dic
tionary, the uefini tion of bisect is "to divide into t va parts of 
equal size./I This has not Deen done on tnis particulbr stamp, 
but the missinb part is sligntly lar!:;er than the part that is on 
the envelope. However, it certainly is a sta ... 1p which is only partly 
there and Whether or not it is two-thirds of a stamp used as a 
2¢ or a 3¢ stamp cut in half to be used as a l¢, I don1t know. 
At any rate, this phase of the argument is beclouding the issue, 
for what I am interested in is all of the differ-ent opinioIb7 as 
to IVhat happened and .not why or how. It is only a portion of a 
stamp tied on a letter and vlhether it was used as a l¢, 2¢ or 3¢ 
stamp is beside the point until a decision is reached that it has 

.~ 

not been tampered vlith . I know that nobody has tOUched it. I do 
think this: - that if the "1" had been tampered with in the postmark 
the Foundation would have caught it and certainly .h.ershner would have. 

I have spent some time exanining this little cancellation, 
and there certainly are not two sLades of blue. A s rike of the 
postmaI'll. on tne yellovl envelope appears a ai1'fere~J.t color than the 
cancellation on the stamp, but this is because the envelope is yel
low ana the stamp is rose, and Ll blue postmarks shOwJ just liKe 
this. I suggest you lOOK at it carefully, especially noting the 
crease in the envelope and StLUP, ana Kershner's photographs. 

I have one ol..Jservation to ma.tCe and that is this:- .!hen the 
stamps are submitted to h.erSIiller, he th.tCes good pnotographs, but 
he is inclined to think that everything that is submitted to him 
is- bad and he tries his daI1l1ldest to find something wrong, rather 
than to prove tl1at it mibht De genuine, which is the Ilrong attitude. 
At least tne least one shoula do is to take a neutral point of view 
and examine it ~lith an open mind. It mignt be a good idea if you 
lOOKed at it in this light, too. 

Sincerel 



GORDON HARMER 

PRESIDENT 

AUCTIONS 

APPRAISALS 

& CO., INC. 

PHILATELIC 
AUCTIONEERS 

560 hlfA Avenue 
NEW YORK 19, N. Y. 

September 15, 1949 

Mr. Stanley Ashbrook 
33 No. Ft. Thomas Ave. 
Ft. Thomas, Ky. 

Dear Stan: 

CABLE ADDRESS 

PHILATORS, NEW YORK 

TELEPHON E 

LONGACRE 3 - 3335 

Thank you for your letter of the 12. I quite agree 
that the whole matter is rather unfortunate and I see your 
point regarding advertising but I still think it better 
not to. 

I shall mark t he lot withdrawn in the list of prices 
realized. I t hink if the matter is mentioned to you it will 
be a simple matter for you to explain that ~ genuine 
mistake was made by us and the list of prices realized will 
be evidence of the fact that t he stamp was withdrawn. 

I sincerely appreciate your interest in the matter 
but these things are bound to occur now and again. 

With best personal wishes. 

Very truly yours, 

INC. 

GH:RF 



'. 

OSCAR P . NOE 

20176 BRIARCLIFF ROAD 

DETROIT 21 , MICH. 



Pcb. 7 p 1049 . 

., . ... 1' , 
th Avo . , 

tI York 117 , J . Y. 

Dm-tr Gordon: 

I am roceipt of Ci'\lr .... o:f , .. _0 .)!.' 
. th i"otur of tho lOy, 18 ? cover pos' nw. "'ked 

" ,all ut !tills, o. I, I h va 1'" turned the cov r to 
1 ' . Kr and o.dv s d hiI:l to ta.ke tJ e tter "u._ 
:1th Ez "11 Col • 

I aJ 0.1·p (~tine to ha va 01.0 f l1"thel' 
word this , ek on tLo t"/O col cctions <1.Ld Jill 
ndv1se you .• 

1th re ards -

81 corely 'Yotll s , 

.~ 

.~ 



r . Gordon liar or , 
~ Harm r Rooke . CO. g 

5 '0 Fif'th ve._ 
le" York 1 , 1 • Y. 

De r Gordon: 

.TA. • 31 , 94. 

Rogardinc YOU1' of the 28th. I requested tho 0 no:'" 
of the t 0 collection to GO ov r tho and g1v 116 a CO plate 
descript_on, also n talogue val e " etc . He is engn(5ed 1n doing 
t 11 at th p::c.1 o ont t1 0 and as soon as I hoal1 fro. hUl I ~1ll 
:n'ite YOll . 

arson Krug' s collection recently, I 
pul">chn ed in your 19 of 

s broker. "0 till lOte th t this 
nnltlln, Tonn. , - lOro it as 

or ;ardoc1. " HO<70ver, 0 _11 note 
p indic tillG 

At 010 til , 
Po t Of.ice, 

ati . I havo 
ith copies of 

a 

quartz lOIil) Iud noted the pen 

'\ ill you 
de pay bIe 

1s due • 

th indest re ards -

Cordin11 yo v , 
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GORDON HARMER 

PRESIDENT 

AUCTIONS 

APPRAISALS 

ex (8 0., INC. 

PHILATELIC 
AUCTIONEERS 

560 Fzlf.h Avenue 
NEW YORK 19, N. Y. 

Feb. 3, 1949 

:h'ir. Stanley B. Ashbook 
33 N. Ft. 'Thomas AVEnUe 
Ft. Thomas, Kentucky 

Dear Stan: 

CABLE ADDRESS 

PHILATORS, NEW YORK 

TELEPHON E 

LONGACRE 3 - 3335 

Thank your for your letter of the 31st and I note 
what you say regarding the two collections. I shall hope 
to hear further from you in due course. 

In regard to the 1847 lO¢ cover I return this here
with. This lot was bought by Ezra Cole and of course I can
not deal with any other person pa'l;lier than the actual buyer • 
.as far as we are concerned we cannot recognize I,.r. Krug in 
the matter. Hovvever, just as important is the fact that it 
was sold over a year ago and we of course would be unable to 
obtain any refund from the owner. There is no question but 
that we are in error but these mistake are bound to occur 
nOli and again, although as you kno,; we do our best tOp:'esent 
the material in our auction sales as fairly as possible. 

.1r. Cole. 

GE:mg 
Enc. 

I suggest thJ.t Mr. Krug takes the matter up with 

Very truly yours, 



sept . 8 .. 1949 . 

Mr . Emmerson C. Krue; , 
% I orrison ' s Cafetoria .. 

Daytonn Bonch, PIa , 

Dear Em: 

This \'lTill conflr.l ~ly t 10 lette1"'s of yestorday 
for Iv'arded to Daytona Beach - t'_e last ono in pon onclosing 
now check for settle· ent Ho . 5 - i Iso a 1 ttor postul Cf.l1'U 
in pen rlith the !lames of the buy.rs listed in Ho . 5 . 

This orni.Tlg I locatod the lettor that I urote 
IIarmor undo· date of Jan. 31, 194.9, a coP.! of 'hlch I sent 
you at thnt. ti Q (a.ccording to .1e 0) . In that letter I 
enclosed ~he Kershner report ·ltl1 a request for n refund -
a check p ljmble to you. 

Under date of Feb . 3rd~ Gordon wrote thnt they could 
not reco[;!1ize you in the mttm.'> and Guggested thnt :{oU take 
tho 1':1 ttor up thru Cole . I sent 'you this letter fi1~ the time . 
fter readinG his letter, I note that he did not refuse to 
ke a refund to you, and I believe that he would llr'lve done s o 

! d .you r lido 0. demand tJu'"U Ezra at th< t t i .e. no doubt you 
have a copy of his letter. 

On your" next trip ho LO ",li11 you ploase ! end I;lEl the 
Kerslmer report . 

The sale l.IJaS Jan. 13, 1948 - , tho covor Lot r,., - tho 
sale price 72 . 50. 

g.l, I ul -. ys VOl'>Y franl:: "Vlith you and tell 0' ex-
actly ,,!hut in in oy 1 ind - so h f~"O goon - I foel that if -ou 
had 1'0110 led LlY advice nnd .ade a de ld f'01" 0. refund thr\.~ _~zra 
lnst February th~t th1.f~ second ir.ciacnt ;euld not] uvo OCC"ll:"':~od . 
If you did not choose to do no, then t _J covel" should have been 
destroyod. I 1 ight ul"'o dd that ~:zrn she lId not h'lve tux'ned thnt 
cover ove to the Ral"mer ooke fim! to be rc-sold :han hc ·'8,S 

well m7in"o of tho fact that ho ~'ne\7 it as 0. ~" nk fake . 

11th best uishos -

Cordially yours, 
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1(\ !\ Ix "'" ofl / 
V,?" /\" 
0,1/ ~~ ~IJ - .. r~: a~mond 'D. 'Kershner * 'Photographer 

/'~ + \r- 'Photo-analHsis of Questioned 'Documents 
~.r'1 Scientific Examination of 'Postage Stamps 

·c 

-0 

~ 1311 St. Vincent Street * 'Philadelphia 11, 'Pa. 

Emmerson C. Krug, Esq., 
~201 Sterling Road, 
Birmingham 5, Alabama. 

Dear Mr. Krug: 

Thank you for your kind letter of January 17th. 

January 21st, 1949. 

I am returning herewith the lO~ 1847 Walnut Hills, Ohio cover with 
photographs, as follows: 

A. - Norlmll photograph of entire cover, with colors of cancellations nxarked thereon. 
B - Entire cover taken by ultra-violet technique. It will be noted in this picture 
the difference in fluorescent density of the two red cancellations, indicative of a 
difference in their chemical structure. It will aleo be noted that there is no indi
cation of a former stamp having been removed from this cover. 

The two enlarged photo graphs of the stamp area of th e cover are tek en by ul tra
violet technique, one photograph being printed 131 ightly lighter than the other. On 
these photographs the chemically removed pen cancellation is plainly evident. 

Examination of the ink (1) of the stamp cancellation under the stero
soopic microscope reveals that it is not a true ink but rather a thick, heavy sub
stance which I believe to be an artist IS 011 paint. There are portions on the stamp 
which reveal a very heavy "clumping" and thickening when viewed under the microscope. 
It will also be noted that when the cover is turned over and opened up that the Walnut 
Hill cancellation bas penetrated through the fibres of the paper and is visible on the 
back, whereas the cancellation on the CC1{er at the stamp does not show thie penetra
tion although suppoaedly applied with the same ink at the eame time. By holdiqg the 
cover edgewiee, parallel with the eyes there is noted a decided "eheet'1" over the en
tire eurface of the CCN er and particula rly of the etemp. Thie indicates an ironing 
process which ie furthe r shown by the firm adherance of the stamp to the cover at all 
points. You may draw your own conclusions as to the authentiCity of this cover. 

In your letter you merely requested an enlarged photograph of the 
stamp showing the removed pen cancellation. This was an interesting cover to ~ hence 
the additional photcgraphs taken. However, I am billing you only for the photograph 
which you requested. I am happy to have bid the opportunity of serving you ani trust 
you will call upon me at any time you require photographic aSsistance. 

'. 

s~t~ 
.' RDK-m 



NEW YORK HERALD TRIBUNE, T H U R ~ ~_A_Y_, _J--=.U.::.L:.....:-Y 

~ Admiral Harris·Estate $7G,OOO ~: 
k Rear Admiral Frederic R. Har- tl 
_ ris, U. S. N. (retired), who died 
tl July 20, left an unestimated estate U 
:l valued at more than $75,000 in tt 
_ trust for his daughter and his for- nf 

mer wife in his will filed for pro- of 
f bate yesterday in Surro~ates fr 
e CoW't. He bequeathed his daugh~ H 
tC tel', Mrs. Florence B. Downs, of co 
e 420 Park Avenue, e. life interest in . 
_ two-thirds of the residuary estate. g 
e He bequeathed the income from 
s the remaining third to his fermer al 
r wife, Mrs. Florence Russell Ben- 111 

net, of Washington. In addition 
' he left $50,000 to Dorothy H. n 

Taylor, of 130 East Fifty-seventh F 
street, "in appreciation of her w 
loyalty and help since the death 9 
of my wife and making available 
iO me her time and services as a 11 
lompanion and chauffeur." 

1949 



Engineering Office Here; 
Active in Civic Affairs 

Rear Admiral Frederic R. Har
ris, U. S. N. (retired), designer of 
the world's largest steel sectional 
floating drydocks capable of lift
ing 100,000 tons, who lived at 420 
Park Avenue, died here yesterday 
after a brief illness. He 
enty-four. 

Admiral Harris was commis
sioned in the United States Navy 
from civil life in i903 after he had 
become prominent as a civil en
gineer. He was pi'omoted through 
the grades and Jan. 17, 1916, was 
named by President Woodrow 
Wilson to be chief of the Bureau 
of Yards and Docks of the Navy 
with the temporary rank of rear 
admiral. This rank was made 
permanent in August that year. 

After his retirement in Febru
ary. 1927, Admiral Harris became 
active in various civic and better- _____________ _ 
government movements in New 
York City and engaged in private 
consulting engineering practice, 
with offices at 27 William Street. 
His clients included the British 
Admiralty, the Port of New York 
Authority, and the Peruvian gov

medals at stamp exhibitions for 
the excellence of his exhibits. His 
collection of Ceylon stamp issues, 
which was his speCialty, contained 
some of the finest known copies 
of early issues from that island. 

Between 1903 when he first en
tered the Navy and 1915, Admiral ernment. 

His Docks Followed Fleet Harris served in a variety of en-
During World War II the huge gineering and construction posi

floating dry docks which he de- tions, including one tour of special 
signed were of inestimable value duty from the office of tile Secre
to the Navy in the Pacific because tary of the Navy at Pearl Harbor, 
of their ability to follow the fleet. Hawaii. In his later capacity of 
Two years ago, with two other spe- chief of the Bureau of Yards and 
cial consultants, O. J. Porter and Docks, he had charge of all Navy 
William Mueser, Admiral Harris public works before and during 
supervised a series of tests that the first part of World War I, 
worked out a way to control and both in the United States and 
finaly halt the gradual sinking of abroad, and for his work received 
LaGuardia Field into Flushing the Navy Cross. 

.. Stevens Institute Graduate . , 
In 1947 Admiral Harris also was Admiral Harris was born in New 

appointed to a special engineering York and was graduated in 1896 
board organized for the purpose of from Stevens Institute of Tech
advising the Port of New York nology. In 1921 he recelVed the 

thority in formulating its pro- h.onorary degree of Doctor of En
to modernize and operate gmeenng from Stevens. 

the city's antiquated He was a member of the Ameri-
1.1~11 allJl. facilities. can SOCiety of Civil Engineers, the 

Harris was for a con- Society of Naval Architects and 
president of the M.anne Engmeers, the Naval.ln-

"""'jJUUll,,".U Business Men' L stltute, the Society of Amcncan 
s eag.ue Milit3.ry Engineers, the New York 

9 was one of the chief State SOCiety f Professional En-
",,,,,,,,to.,. o~ the 1ate FlOrello H. gineers and L~nd Surveyors, the 

m ?IS unsuccessful American Legion, and the follow
campaign agamst Mayor ing clubs' Army and Navy' Uni
alker. But Mayor John versity ~f Washington' 'Union 
a ~el?ocrat, apPolnte.d LeagU;' Collectors' City" Midday' 

HaITI.s 111 1933 to be h~s Nation~l Sojourn;rs, a~d Orient 
",";Jlllll"':U adVisor on the. publlc Lodge 289, F. & A. M., of Phila

and city rehef ad- delphia. 
SUl'viving are a, daughter, Mrs. 

Haris Downs, and a granddaugh
also tel', Miss Florence Roberta Harris 
City Downs, His wife, Mrs. Dena 

committee which welcomed Ail' Spery Harris, died in 1945. A 
Marshal Italo Balbo, leader of the funeral service will be held at at 
Rome-to-Chicago flight of twenty- 10:30 a. m. Saturday at Brick 
four Italian seaplanes, when he Presbyterian Church, 1140 Park 
landed here. Avenue . Burial will be at 2 p . m. 

Admiral Hal'l'is's hobby was Monday in the National Cemetery. 
philately and he won numerous Arlington, Va. 

- -- - ------------------_. 



W Ol'kl'l' HUl'L h~ ~o, ice D,'h er 
Michael Wren, forty, of 582 

Fifth Street. Brooklyn, an em-
• ployee of the New York Telephone 
Compan~ suffered serious back in-
juries yesterday afternoon when 
he was struck by an automobile 
while at work on a cable in Albe-

":.,':. '; 
.. ',:,' :', ... 

WVE!" 
flY! 4th,lnd 

:~'at CA PITOL! 

A rail new ,"'ariet)' renie 
if. .tarrln&, lhe famous radio and i' 

• ",oldinr BOB 
personality 

CROSBY 
h .. d man of CBS' "Club IS" .iniinr 
\0\' uh f)'e.and-tar a;}'Jpralin~ ,ong-stru, 

VIRGINIA MAXEY ~;J~h~~u~ 
junlinll .. ,;,i" BILLY RAYES 
•. fQr TtrptiC'borun maiic rbere i • .& liibt .. 
u.a .. feather erace of mUiical comedy Gncu 

JOHNNY MACK .. uh.he 
tay·lavlneinr of .he GAE FOSTER ROXY. 
EITES "ESCORTS and .. an EXTRA ADDED 
ATTRACTIOJ( your favorite new 

SID STO NE ~;c~~~ 

Last Times Today! "HOUSE OF 
HERB SHRINER. Plus BIG Ie 



sept. 17, 104' • 

. r . ft o <1 nIt. 1" •• or , 
I,] ~ ~"") "I' l.iC~lt .. on~ , Inc., 

1 · ct (7t . ,~t . I 

1.ew ~~ork 19, N.Y. 

Dea!' Gordon: 

e - ;au_r f the th i. ~ forcnce to 

oub1 e ~'rnns:Z'o:" 
'l74 O~ 1. ~e (IOU "U Jucts) 

I '0 n ~ecord of c vo~ ~~ i8 of t is 
positlo'1 , "l~~ 01' ,lc'1" rc u.'cd r •• d or.e unus d but 
.vi thOll.t gum. 

In !'i.~y opl ion this vo.r!.Pt. co'ld A3 fa rly 
quoted a nb ut 85 r1 ubov the fir:uros f'or the 
nor .. ul vnricti.!:.. used. f'.Yld unu'-ed. 

Sine 81'(..1:r ,,0\ rs , 



SCOTT Pu BLiCATI ons, Inc. 

POSTAGE STAMP CATALOGUES 

ALBUMS AND BOOKS 

One We/.! t JOrty--<JeJ/en th Street 
flewS/ork 19,fl.7j. 

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook 
33 N. Ft. Thomas Ave. 
Ft. Thomas .. Ky. 

Dear stan: 

September 6, 1946 

supplementing my letter of 
September 5th and with regard to Con
federate States stamp #209 with double 
transfer #74 on plate, would you kindly 
tell me whether this exists used, unused 
or both and also can you give me some 
indication as to what you consider a fair 
price for same. 

HUGH M. CLARK.' . Pres.dent 

THERESA M.ClARK. Vice President 

ARTHUR C. ZIMMERMANN. Treasurer 

r hope to be able to get this 
information into the new SpecialIzed Cata
logue. 

Kind regards. 

SCO rfln ()NS, Inc. 

GRH:JK 



SCOTT PUBLICATions, IrK. 

P05TAG' STAMP CATAlOGU,5 ~r (~ . One W"" t %rly-.devenlhSlreel 
ALBUMS AND BOOKS JVewS/orklQACj 

HUGH M. CLARK . .. Pres·dent 

THERESA M.CLARK. Vice President 

ARTHUR C. ZIMMERMANN . Treasure r 

., 

september 5, 1946 

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook 
33 N. Ft. Thomas Ave. 
Fort Thomas, Ky. 

Dear Sts..."'1lcJ: 

'Thank you very much for 
your letter of August 28th and the notes 
for the ne edition of the Specialized. 
we are fairly well .'ilong Vi1th the Special
i7ed Catalogue but I hope -e ~tll ~e able 
to consider your recommendat ons fo~ same. 

Certainly hope that JOU \nll 
send me all the data you possibly can as I 
assure you it i s ~!1t .. d and will always have 
my careful attentio~. 

With kindest regards, I remai1l 

Very truly yours, 

Tnc • • 

GRH:JK 



xxxx.xxxxx;.:;~ 3::: 1i . Ft. T _onllS Ave .. 

June 8 , 1946 . 

~ :r . Harold • Cnrh rt, 
% Carlisle & Jilcquelin, 

120 Broad lay, 

'.f 
.. 

:-ew York , H.Y. 

y dear Ha~:'old: 

I am tondering if you can eive ~e some assistance 
on a bit of i!11portant research './ork that I am workIng on? 
If at all po~sible, I am ver~ anxious to locate a cover 
~h' t was in tho l'i"'st Kcapp Sule, sar,e being Lot ;~284t_ • .... 

enelo..: ing he~ ,'. <fEh eopy of' -let'cer that I 'v:;:,ote oouren 
under date of "10.'1 ~~7th, also copy of tho reply that I 
received. TbL '. as certail1ly c. !'lice little brush-off B.rld I 
a '.iondcring if the busy ,Tr. Sour n over saw j- lotter • 

C ~n ou help me out? ea 1 OU obtain _ or J 0 a 
pbotograph of tho cover or b tter still co. you find out \vho 
boug_t e cover so t" at I can ~akc an {) :ort '0 orro¥ it? 

.(".reld I do no suppose thp..t yeu oro doi. 1 a t ir~ in 
... till_PO t ese an' but nove:L"theless I '."Iould like to heal" fro 11 
you fl"om ti 0 to ti .. Tor> you ever docide to par'~ llith ny 
po.r o.r your colloction I would i:'catly npprocia -0 if you 
·~oul ~ ivc e the opporl>un1ty of plac1n S l'lG o~ it for 'ou . 

7ith vc:t:'y good 'fish, I D...'1l 

Gm."dially 'OUl"S , 

'. 



, 

Mr. Y. Souren, 
Park Ave., 

New York, N.Y. 

Dear Mr. Souren: 

COpy 

stanley B. Ashbrook 
33 N. Ft. Thomas Ave., 
Fort Thomas, Ky. 

May 27, 1946. 

Regarding Lot #2844 in the First Knapp Sale, 
I would like very much to obtain a photograph of this 
cover as it contains the earliest known use of the 24~ 1861 
Red Lilac. Can you supply same to me? 

I do wish I had a copy of the letter with the 
• reference to 00nfederatemail going to Europe, etc. By 

any chance, have you got a copy of the letter? I sure 
would like to see it. If not, and if you have a record of 
who purchased this cover do you suppose that you could 
arrange to borrow it for me? I do hate to put you to all 
this trouble but I am doing a bit of important research work 
and I am sure that this cover would be of tremendous assistance. 

With my best wishes -

Cordially yours, 

(signed) Stanley B. Ashbrook. 

" 



.. 

, 
• 

.. r. '1. . Sour en, 
Pupk Ave ., 

.. Ie' York, J . Y. 

Dear Iil' . Bouren: 

COpy 

Stanley D. Ashbrook 
33 N. l't. Thooao Ave., 
Fort Tlomua, Ky. 

ay 27, 1946 • 

Regarding Lot 12844 in the Firc t K-~app Sale , 
I would like very nuch to obtain a photograph of this 
cover as it contains the earliest known use of' the 24¢ 1861 
Red Lilac. Can you supply sa,e to 01 

I do 7ish I bad a copy of the letter ~ith the 
reference to Confederate mail going to Europe, etc. By 
any chance, have you got a copy of the letter? I sure 
tould like to see it. If not, and if you have a record of 

v/ho purchased t i covor do you suppose that you could 
arrange to borrOI it for me? I do hate to put you to all 
this ~ouble but I am doing a bit of important research work 
and I sure that this cover ould be of ~remendous assistanco. 

' .. 



" '~~~------------------------------------------~~ 

, , 

1( 

{,r . Y. Souren, 
Park Ave . , 

r!ew York, 1. Y • 

Dear- Mr . Souren: 

STANLEY B. ASHBROOK 
33 N. Ft. Thomas Av . 

Fort Thomas, Kyo 

xxxxx:...xxxxx ~ 3.3--N-. --Ft-.- ·'!'h orrHts n vo • , 

May 27 , 1946 . 

Re~. rding rJot #2844. in the Fi'rst Knapp 
Sale , I would like vary much to obtain a photo
graph of this covor as it contains the earliost 
known \lCG of the 24¢' 18"1 Red Lllac . Gan you 
supply same to me? 

I do wish I l:ud a copy of the letter with 
tho reforence to Confederate mail going to ]~rope , 
etc . By £!. ~y cl18.nce, have- you got a copy of the 
letter? I sure "Iould like to fce it . If not , 
and if you havo a record of vlho purchased thif cover 
do you nupposo thu you could arrange to borrow it 
f'or 1e? I do hate to put you to all this trouble 
but I a~ dOlng a bit of i. portant resourch work and 
I am sure that thi~ covOr' would be of tremendous 
assistance . 

With my best wishes -

Cordially yours , 
STANLEY 8. ASI-I8ROOK 

-, 



PHONE PLAZA 3 -6077 

• 

'. 

Y. SOUREN 
POSTAGE STAMPS FOR COLLECTORS 

394 PARK AVENUE 
BET. 5 3RD AND 54TH STS. 

NEW YORK 22. N . Y. 

May 29th, 1946 

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook 
33 N. Ft. Thomes Ave. 
Ft. Thomas, Ky. 

Dear Mr. Ashbrook: 

I am in receipt of yours of recent date. and 

wish to inform you that Mr. Souren is away and is not expected 

back in town until the early pa~t of September. 

Very truly yours, 

seefy. 

r:C 



.. 
Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook 
33 N. Ft. Thomas Ave., 
Ft. Thomas, Ky. 

Dear Mr. Ashbrook: 

COpy 

Y. Souren 
394 Park Ave., 
New York 22, N.Y. 

Uay 29th, 1946 • 

I am in receipt of yours of recent date, and 
wish to inform you that Mr. Souren is away and is not 

, expected back in town until the early part of September. 

~ Very truly yours, 

(signed) R.Kisse1 seefy 

'. 



+ 

Mr . Stanley B. Ashbrook 
33 • r~ . Thoma ve., 
Ft . Tho 8, Ky. 

:> ar lit "' . • Bhbrook: 

COpy 

Y. Souren 
394 P rk ilVe. , 
Now York 22 , • Y . 

ay 29th, 1946 . 

I in receipt of you.rs of rocent dato, a. 
wish 'to inf'orm you that r . !:>ouren is u'lay and is not 

~ expected back in town until tho early part of September . 
( 

/, 

X Vf>"Y truly your.', 

( 19ned) l . Kis e1 see fy 

'. 

.~ 
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U . S . POST OFFICE, SAN DIEGO, CALIFORNIA-3t 



14897 
Along with many other modern business struc-

~I F- C turcs, the U. S. Post Office at San Diego is one 
of the most up-ta-date and efficient buildings of ;><;"U 
the city. Through its network of post offices, ~C: PLACE Ocr 
Sa go County serves the most densely popu- "O=: 

STAMP "0" ,ion by daily carrier service and the :r 
ote rural sections through long.estab- Z'" HERE 
y rura! free delivery. ~o. 

c:cr 
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American flag in California, 



AT HA RI GTO 
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on • gllolor • ulomoll 

OIX 
Yes - ii's true! 

for 
only 

Made of a war-developed flexible sub

stance, it's guaranteed five years. Expen

sive parts are eliminated. The Bendix 

Economat is the first completely auto

matic washer every family can afford. 

95 
extra 
easy 
terms 
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I"r . S. Hytn.nIl, 
% Barc lona Apts., 

326 or nip l~ St., 
Sr.·. l)iego 1 , Calif' . 

Dear 1 r . 

ug . .6, gl.!.g. 

. On l"otul"'n 0.0 after a sho t vacati 
I ou lCl Yol1.r lette· ... of' July 30th. 

You ur istakan about .n a ticlo by 
ill liTho South rn Philnt 1 st" as I do not r. cnll thnt 
lover '\.bli hed any 0l't1cles in such a publication • 

I rther I have no r collection 0 .• \ 1t1ng al\1'thing 
nb ut a "Fort Dodge" cover . P l"haps you reae one of 
the Garroll Case ar 10109 in the II American Philatelist" 
on "Territol"lials . 11 

Yos , El1ormnnr.r hav0 stOl"OS 111 both 1 orthor 
l:ontucky towns of TO\\1port and Covineton. I \1aS borll 

d r are in the l( ttor . ~ho old Doi.' ldson Litho . 
Co. of ~lOv/port ,",'a ab orbed years aeo by a co - ollda
tio_ p.nd the pl ant .n Ii mod to :-:1."10, Pa •• a I 
recall . 

Again ~ I thank you for yo~~ k1 d lotters . 
He e is a photo frou . f! files . 

S1ncerel~ your., 

~. 



--- -- -
.J . l .}-wyY"'~ 

BARCELc1NA HOTEL 
AND APARTMENTS 

326 .JUNIPER STREET 
SAN DIEGO I.CALIFORNIA 

~-- -- ~-~-----~ 

~III""'" 
~----~. 
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SEE AM ERIC A FI RST 
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BARCELONA HOTEL 
SAN DIEGO CALIFORNIA 



DR. H. A. MINOR'S ACCOUNT OF GEN. 
LEE'S SURRENDER AT APPOMATTOX 

At Appomattox Court House, Va. 

Some Reminiscences of a Surgeon of 
Mahone's Division 

I was the surgeon of the 9th regiment, Alabama 
volunteers, Forney's (Wicox's old) brigade. Ma
hone's (R. H. Anderson's old) division, consisted of 
five brigades, one each from Virginia, Georgia, Flo· 
rida, Alabama and Mississippi, A. P. Hill's corps, 
army of northern Virginia. 

Early in the morning of the 9th of April, 1865, 
we were halted in an old field about a mile from 
Appomattox courthouse, faced to the right, march
ed in line about 100 yards, halted, stood at ease, 
Soon afterwards Fields' division came up, were 
halted, faced to the left, marched 100 yards, halted, 
stood at ease. We had heard much of "the last 
ditch". Here it was. 

These two divisions contained more than half 
of the organized troops that Gen. Lee then had 
This was the 9th day from the eva::uation of Peters
burg. During these nine days, we h ad had three 
days' ration. All our baggage, wagons, ambulances, 
surgical instruments, supplies and artillery, etc., 
had been captured. As we had marched the boom
ing of cannons, the rattle of musketry had accom
panied us; behind, on either side, and before us. But 
we had kept our alignment-half naked, hungry 
and we:uy-but stern and steady, the men marched. 
"Cp to this time we knew nothing of what was in 
our fr::mt-had not thought of surrender. 

After an hour or two, I saw coming from the 
court house a cavalcade, two officers in front, one 
wearing the grey, the other the blue; about twenty 
men behind them, one-half blue, one half grey. As 
they came up, I recognized Col. Fairfax of Gen. 
Longstreet's staff. Stepping into the road, I asked, 
"Colonel, what means this?" His answer was, "Gen. 
Lee has surrendered to Gen. Grant." I was shock
ed beyond expression. The men of our regiment 
called to me from the line to come to them at onct', 
to tell them what had occurred. I hurried to the:n 
and told them the news. No word can express thp. 
scene that followed; they had not thought of sur
render, but they stood in line. After a while the." 
were allowed to stack anns, but were ordered to re
main near the line. A like scene occurred in Field's 
division across the road. We camped there until we 
started home. We were not allowed to wander 
about. There were no other troops in sight except 
mounted Federal videttes all around us, about a mile 
away. They all kept in perfect order. A Fedef31 
battery did begin to fire half-minute guns, but after 
a few minutes these stopped. Now and then a squad 
of Federals went by us, but always on duty with 
no stops. As they passed us they saluted us respect
fully and wondered at the very small number of 
our men, no evidence of a disposition to crow over 
us. 

Altogether, we remained in this "bull-pen" 
four days, the Federal indulged in no boasts, nor 
firing of guns, no cheers that we heard. Never in 
all history was a captured army treated with so 
much respect. We were half starved; too faint and 
weary, we were given one day's short rations while 
there, the Federals stating that they themselves had 
very little food. 

Those reminiscences that I wish to lay stress upon 
are the manner in which the Federals received the 
surrender of our arms and their expressions of ad
miration. I will now tell of how our (Mahone's di
vision) surrendered. I suppose all the rest of our 
troops were treated in the same manner. 

On the 10th inst. we were marched a mile or 
more, then came in sight of the United States army, 
which we then saw for the first time at this Dlace 
In front of us was a field with two ridges or hill.; 
running parallel about one-half of a mile apart. A 
cross ridge connected them, making three sides of 
a parallelogram, with the end next to us open. On 
the three sides of this were standing a large Fed
eral army; many thousands, all armed and in ser
ried ranks, with arms "at shoulder", flags flying, 
officers in their places. It was a grand sight. Nc 
cheering, no orders audible to us. Perfect silence. 

We enlered the open end of this parallelogram 
half-way between the two lines. Oh, the heart
breaking ordeal for us. Every officer alert, arms tc. 
"right", shoulder shift", flags flying. Oh, the poor 
fellows. I cannot keep from shedding tears, no~ 
forty-nine years after. Ragged, dirty, unkemp~. 

many barefooted, many coatless, some hatless, eyes 

swollen. Oh, so hungry and so weary. 
Yet as they entered this place, where they were 

tc b e disarmed and turned loose moneyless, to find 
their way back to their homes in the various south 
ern states, where mothers, wives and children were 
so poor, so helpless, where houses had been burned 
and farm animals had died or been carried off, 
these poor fellows dropped their route step and fell 
into parade step, threw back their shoulders, rais
ed their drooping heads and looked at the brave 
array of blue on both sides and in front of them. 
Oh, how proud of them was I- were all of us, for 
we were all well-nigh alike in clothing and other 
essentials. 

When General Mahone had progressed so far 
that the rear of his division was within the paralle
logram, he halted his men and faced them to the 
left, ordered them to close up, then ordered them 
to stack arms. The reader must know that on such 
occasions it is usual to have the men to "ground 
arms", that is to lay them down on the ground. But 
here we had no such humiliation. We stacked arms 
"on the color line" then hung our colors on the cen
ter stack; then fell back in line. We looked at our 
guns; then with eyes blinded with tears, we looked 
for the last time at the colors. The old ragged rags 
that had been flags! Ragged? Yes, ragged from 
shell and shot. In place of the original staffs were 
sticks-makeshifts, for the staffs had been shot off. 
There we stood! 

What of the Federals? Gen. Grant and his men 
treated us nobly-more nobly than was ever a con
querpd army treated before or since. The conduct of 
the Federals on this occasion was soothing and 
comforting beyond anything that words can express. 
As the head of the column entered this paralleo
gram every flag in that great Federal army came 
to and was held at salute. Every officer's sword was 
drawn and held in salute, and every man who ca~
ried a gun brought and held it at salute, so long as 
we r emained there. 

We looked in amazement. The army that we 
had been fighting so long, that we were now sur
rendering to, had suddenly overwhelmed us with 
kindly courtesy and high appreciation of our sol
dierly qualities. They stood thus until our forces 
had passed out of the parallelogram. It is almost 
impossible to estimate the comfort and relief this 
treatment gave us. It relaxed the tension of our 
nerves. We went back to camp, if that old field bar
ren of tents, blankets, food, horses, or wagons, could 
properly be called a camp. On the evening of the 
third day we got our paroles. Next morning, lot 
there was no army there. No Federals! No Confed
erates! 

On the second day before we had surrendered 
our arms, we saw coming toward us, as we were 
jumping about our camp, two horsemen. Soon we 
knew that the foremost one was our dear old Gen. 
Lee, with no escort save one orderly. He was riding 
the old grey thoroughbred, "Traveler". As he came 
up we strung ourselves along both sides of the road. 
He lifted his hat and kept it up in his usual salute. 
His eyes were swollen; he looked, oh, so aged and 
sad. He did not speak. We stood with heads bare 
and streaming eyes. He passed on until out of sight. 
We never saw him again. We had received his last 
order. (Order No.9), thanking us, praising us, lov
ing us and bidding us go to our homes, rebuild 
them and make good and loyal citizens of the Uni
ted States. We had submitted our cause to the arbi
tration of the sword; the game had been played; we 
had lost. 

Dear old general! He was the greatest of the 
great in his prosperity, and adversity and defeat dis 
played the very highest and noblest characteristics 
of his Christian manhood. . 

The next day we remained in the "bull pen" 
awaiting our paroles. About night we (myself, my 
brother and a friend), got our paroles and our last 
order from Gen. Lee, his farewell to his soldiers, 
No.9. 

Neither of us had a cent of money, n6 horse. 
My horse had some time before become disabled. It 
was between 800 and 900 miles to my home in M::t
can, Noxubee county, Mississippi. We were weak 
from want of food. We had no baggage. We prayed 
for help and guidance to Him who is able to help 
and we started home. 

H. A. MINOR, M. D. 
Ex-Confederate Surgeon, Army of Northern Va. 

P. S. I have been practicing my profession, Ma
con, Miss., since May, 1859; joined Confederate 
army April 30, 1861, as private in Co. F. 11th Regi
ment, Miss. Volunteers. 
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LOUIS F. YECKEL 
6543 WALSH STREET 

ST. LOUIS 9 , Me. 

July 18, 1949. 

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook, 
33 N. Ft. Thomas Ave., 
Ft. Thomas, Kentucky. 

Dear Mr. Ashbrook: 

Thanks for your letter of July 14th. 

In my letter of July 1st relative to 
Blacks & 1~ites, I mentioned that Nottov~y 
County was formed in 1888. This was the 
information I had received but I felt that 
it was an error in view of the fact that if 
Blacks & .lihi tes was in Notto'way County, 
Virginia, and was known as that until 1885, 
it could hardly have been formed in 1888, 
and I checked into this further and am 
informed that Nottoway County was formed in 
1788 and not 1888, so in order that the 
information you have in your file is cor
rect, I am sending you this letter and you 
can change your records accordingly. 

Always glad to hear from you. 

'. 

V-LFY:MEB. 



Prescott Holden Tharp 
Wins Cmwfo?'d Medal 

THE Crawford Medal, named in 
honor of the Earl of Crawford, 

and presented by the Royal Phila
telic Society, London, to the author 
of a work of outstanding merit, bas 
been awarded this year to Prescott 
Holden Thorp for his "Stamped En
velopes and Wrappers of the United 
States and Possessions"-commonly 
known as the Thorp-Bartels Catd
logue. 

The medal, one of the outstanding 
awards of philately, is usually made 
annually on a world wide basis with
out reference to country or nationali
tv but has been withheld since 1938 . , 

dult to the war. It wa la~t won by 
Max G. J ohl for his United Stat;s 
Stamps of the 20th Century. Previ
ous Americans to win the cove 
medal were Stanley Ashbr k 
(1937) for The United States IN 
Cent Stamp of 1851-57; Dr. Carr 
Chase (1930) for The Three Cell'" 
Stamps of the United States 185 1 
57; Fred Jarrett for ~bis book on 
Canada, and to Charles Lathro 
Pack for his Half Length Portrait of 
the Twopence Queen Enthroned. 

U SED 

Ma rch 9 , 

-H. L. LINDQUI~T. 

STAM ~ 

194b Stamps 

I €ommelllOl'Ulvee, eM., eom)lftae oar late.i 
.electIons of" ED 8PJ!IOIAL8" . 



of Canadian proofs overprinted 
"Specimen," Harmer, Rooke & Co., 
560 Fifth Ave., New York, realized 
some sensational prices, on February 

, 1946. 
he sale attracted Canadian deal

er and specialists from several dis
tant points, and we noted among the 
audience J. N. Sissons and Leslie A. 
Daven~ort of Toronto. 

The ·high spots of the sale were 
the alreJldy mentioned complete 
Canada sheets overprinted "Speci
men," printed from the original 
p1ates. It is believed that this was 
the first time complete sheets have 
ever been offered at auction. Lot 
#38 6p violet right pane of 100 over
printed "Specimen" in deep red re
alized $1,000, lot #40 6p left 

8f 100 

American Bank ~ote 
Co. tawa" at bottom, a very rare 
and unlisted item, realized $130. 

The Canadian postage issues 
started with the 1851 on laid paper. 
A vertical top margin strip of 3 ($1) 
tied on piece sold for $80 ($75), a 
very fine and desirable copy of the 
6p violet ($2) realized $77.50 ($50), 
another very fine copy showing next 
stamp at left $57.50. A very fine 
and rare vertical pair of the 3p red 
on ribbed paper tied on front of let-



Boggs Awarded~ 1 
Crawfor edal4l 

Word has been received that 
the Royal Philatelic society, Lon
don, has awarded the Crawford 
Medal to Winthrop S. Boggs for 
his two-volume work on the 
stamps of Canada. This medal 
was established in 1914, but pres
entation was not begun until 1920 
owing to the first world war. The 
medal is awarded for" ... the 
most valuable and original con
tribution to the study and knowl
edge of Philately J:Jllhlished duri'1g 
the two years preceding the date 
of the award. Such contribution 
may consist of: 
(a) a book, article or series of art

icles on the stamps of a country, 
or a single. stamp. 

(b) a book, article or series of 
articles on any subject of phil
atelic interest. 
This medal is open to world-

, wide competition, and shall be 
awarded annually, if in the opin
ion of the Council there has been 
during such period of two years 
any contribution which merits 
such recognition." 

The medal has been awarded 
to only five other Americans: 

Charles Lathrop Pack 
Dr. Carroll Chase 
Stanley B. Ashbrook 
Max G. Johl 

o Prescott H. Thorp 
g It has also been awarded to 
g such internationally famous phil
o atelists as Dr. Herbert Munk, Dr. 
g Emilio Diena. Among the British 
o philatelists who have received It 
g have been Sir Edward Bacon, F . 
:g J. Peplow and A. l\n Tracy Wood-
4 ward. 
g Mr. Boggs is director of The 
g Philatelic Foundation and secre-
6 tary of its expert committee, a 

)g member of the Royal Philatelic 
4 society, London, the Collectors 
l~ club, New 'York, The American 
.~ Philatelic society, and a life 
i 2 member of tne oc. ·ati for 
30 Stamp Exhibitions. 



Hungarian 
Their Back 

By MARI~ CARNE 

(Continued from Jan. 24 Issue) 
No. 511-524 

1 TYPE: A59, 60, 61, 62, 63, 64, 65, 
66 

, ISSUED: January 1, 1938 
PROCESS: Photogravure 
PAPER: Watermarked double 

cross on pyramid 
PERF.: 12 

, PURPOSE: To commemorate the 
900th anniversary of the death 
of St. Stephen 

DESIGNER: Sandor Legrady 
PICTURE: (A59) Pope Sylvester 

II and Abbot Astrik, receiving 
the crown 
(A60) St. Stephen 
(A61) St. Stephen seated on the 
throne 
(A62) Saints Gerhardt, Emer
ich and Stephen teaching St. 
Emeric in the presence of his 
father 
(A63) St. Stephen offering the 
Holy crown to the Virgin Mary, 
or the founding of the Hun
garian Church 
(64) St. Stephen as King 
Stephen I 
(A65) Madonna, Patroness of 
Hungary 
(A66) The Crown of St. 
Stephen 

HISTORY: Pope Sylvester II was 
Pope from 999 to 1003; he in
troduced the use of Arabic fig
ures into western Europe. 
Stephen, born 975, 'died 1038, 
became King of Hungary in 
997; in order to make Hungary 
a Christian nation and to 
establish himself as a ruler, he 
sent Abbot Astricus to Rome 
to petition Pope Sylvester II 
for royal dignity and for power 
to establish episcopal sees. 
Sylvester acceded to Stephen's 
wishes. recognizing the Magyar , . 



A week17 eolumn conducted, b;y Geori"e B. 
~ne. 116 Na •• au St-.... !. New York 7. 111. Y. 
1'Mt>Il1lized philatelio e:<i'>ert and auth<>r1t;y. 

"Baldwin's South La. Express" 

After the Civil War ended, postal serv
ice in many of the Southern States was 
completely disorganized and in some areas 
it was non-existent. The Federal govern
ment was unable to restore postal facil
ities immediately and for a while various 
~xpress companies took over and pro
vided a limited service. Some of these 
companies had contracts and remained in 
the mail service until the U. S. Post 
Office Department gradually replaced 
them and furnished a normal, functioning 
postal system. Some companies, nota\)\y 
the Southern Express Co., were still han
dling mail in Dixie as late as 1870. 

The item illustrated appears on a letter 
carried hy one of these express compa
nies, May 4, 1866, with a U. S. 3c 1861 
stamp, the enveIope addressed to St. Mar
tinville, in St. Martin parish, Louisiana. 
Its point of origin is unknown. 

The cancellation reads, ' "Baldwin's 
South. La. Express, M. R. 8154," in 
black. The "M. R." is for "Mail Route." 
Mail Route 8154, I am informed through 
the courtesy of Elliott Perry, was esta.b
lished in the latter part of 1865, and dis-" 
continued late in 1866, or possibly early 
in 1867. It covered the territory from 
New Orleans to Brashear, a distance of 
82 miles on the New Orleans, Opelousas 
and Great Western Railroad. Baldwin's 
Southern Louisiana Express obviously 
held the mail contract. Little else seems 
known regarding Baldwin's Express and 
all sources of express information I ha.ve 
at hand fail to mention him. However, he 
seems to have left some impress in the 
district for I find a town named Baldwin, 
in the parish of St. Mary, in the lower 
part of Louisiana, in ,the heart of the 
section served by his ' express in a time 
of emergenc), in th da; s following the 
cessation of ostilities. 
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pI. Covers, Special Deliver), Officials, 

FOREIGN 
Commem oratives of the W orId 

ES & COLLECTIONS 

""atalog Fre e 

fth Aye •• New York 17. N. Y. A 

~d Harry Weiss shouting at the 

IDLAND 'TWO CENTS' 
SOME AWAY. DO IT 
T REGRET IT." 

days! 
t a time were sold at the post office window. 
ood sheets are hard to get. 
ular general countries, is British Colonia.! and 
de and intense appeal around the world • 
• the fuU effect of the British and other world 

I!:ETS IN VERY FINE TO SUPERB CONDITION. 

act who knew the ~opes to get sheets and get 

of getting- the VERY BEST IN STOCK picked 

A REASONABLE PRIOE. 
e lowest price. 
bd want to clear these stamps in 30 days. We 
lover and low profit to a slow turnov~ Bond 
rence between o~ old price of $12.50 and our 

sheet, $8: matched sbeets , $15 ; single, 30c: 

I!:R. 
dJY COllectOol·S . " 
sed or mint airmail we want to help YOU enjoy 

S." 
Ilt to enjoy our selling we have to know es.ch 

and a "bouae o.rgan" )8 the best means. 
discuss: housing, Our tlxI>6Cted family member. 

:from a correspondent living but a few h undred 
:t1 !=l hrR nft,p,. thAW . 1-"-----'-_ L-



Starn p Ju •• 10 , 1944 

- - __ a -..... . .. ... . ~ . -. 
~ ..... III ••• 

: ':J~ :~=-

Harry M. Konwiser 

Address correspondence to H. M. Konwlser. 
c/ o STAMPS. 2 W. 46th St .• New York 19. 

Recm'ding Money Mail 
Harold C. Brooks, of Marshall, Mich., 

well-known collector, turns in three post 
office receipts, dated and signed by the 
Postmaster at Marshall, Mich., in the 
1839-40 period. These receipts raise the 
interesting question as to whether these 
things preceded the "regular registry sys
tem." The first of the receipts is as 
follows: 

"I hereby certify that Messrs. Gorham 
& Brewer have this day forwarded, by 
mail, fifty dollars to the address of 
Messrs. Wilson Butter & Baldwin New 
York fifty dollars by mail. Marshall, 
April 13, 1840. Chs. D. Smith, P.M." 

Another similar handwritten receipt, 
same addressee, same sum, dated Nov. 
14, 1839, is signed by the Marshall Post
master. 

The third receipt, same addressee, as 
sent to Messrs. Sturges Roe & Barker, 
N ew York contained a certificate of de
posit drawn by the Saratoga County 
Bank for $250 was receipted on Nov. 12, 
1839, signed by the Postmaster at Mar
shall, Mich. 

Does this indicate there was a "form 
before the regular, the 

registry created by the Act of 
3, 1855? 

Those of us who have read a few com
ments on the P. O. operations of the 1839-
40 period, know the system was not oper
ating to any stressed degree of efficiency. 
There were complaints by business men, 
especially; and it was not long before the 
independent posts came into operation and 
carried more business mail, in some sec
tions where they operated, than the U. S. 
P. O. system. Readers are referred to 
the annual reports of the Post Office, 
likewise to the Congressional and other 
public discussions on Private Mail Routes. 
Some of these have been noted in these 
columns and elsewhere. 

Getting back to the Marshall receipts, 
all three are in long hand, obviously writ
ten by the senders of the money, and all 
three bear the signature of the Post
master. (These" are nice adj uncts to the 
writer's collection of P. O. Letters and 
Documents, due to the thoughtfulness of 
Harold Brooks.) 

In the 1839-40 period postmasters were 
required to Keep Accounts of Letters 
Received and Sent. These blank forms 
had lines and columns for Paid, Unpaid, 
Ship, Free, Way and other types of mail. 
These forms were filled in daily at the 
larger offices and in due time reached the 
"head office" as expected. 

A general check-up on the P. O. Laws 
and Regulations of the period, appear not 
to make any mention of "registering" 



single items. Reference has been made to 
the fact the postmasters were asked to 
keep a registel' of mail, but tkis seems to 
have referred to the bags of mail, as 
received. Some mail was not always 
routed direct. In 1843, there still were 
distribution post offices for domestic mail. 
These offices, the regulations said, were 
established to insure certainty and regu
larity in the transmission of letters be
tween remote places. Most of the larger 
cities of the period were distributing 
offices. 

The form-the mail accounts-had a 
few blank lines, and it might be possible 
the Marshall Postmaster made a memo of 
the three letters, as receipted for by him; 
and made a note of the valuable letters on 
the way bill that went with the Marshall 
mail. 

Somewhere, in other years, your corre
spondent did read that Postmasters could 
be asked to make a record of letters 
turned over to them. At this writing the 
regulation (and its abode) seems un
known. If that printed statement is cor
rect, then the well-known "R" as used on 
Incoming Philadelphia mail, in the 1846-
50 period, is easily explainable. There 
are quite a few Stampless Covers known 
with the "R" hands tamp and C. Corwith 
Wagner has a 10-cent 1847 cover with 
the "R" handstamp. (See Americall 
Philatelist, March, 1934.) 

The registry of mail in the United 
States Post Office was established by the 
Act of Congress; dated March 3, 1855. 
Shortly thereafter several of the larger 
cities had "REGISTERED" handstampf 
and receipt forms. The registry fee, i 
the beginning, was five cents to be pai, 
in cash. Readers interested in debatir 
this phase of the regulations are cOl·diall, 
invited to take their thoughts elsewher 
for airing. 

Prior to the creation of the u.s.p.e 
Registry system, the New Orleans po~ 
office used the word "REGISTERED 
(handstamped) on a letter in the Elmore 
Cropsey Collectio.n. This letter is dated 
1852. The same handstamp (in appear
ance) seems to have been used on 1854 
and 1855 letters seen by your correspond
ent. One at hand, as sent to Texas, is 
dated 1854. 

'What is the answer to the Marshall re
.ceipts? What value were these to the 
writers? Was it sufficient for them to 
notify their creditors of the shipment of 
monies? Did that square the account
In case the mails were robbed? 

• 
U. S. MINT SHEETS 

548 Ic Pilgrim .............. $10.00 
549 2c Pilgrim .............. 22.50 
550 5c Pilgrim .... . ....... .. 125.00 
571 $1.00 Brown ............... 175.00 
617 Ic -lexington ........ • ... 7.50 
618 2c Lexington ............ 15.00 
620 2c Norse .... .... ....... 35.00 
621 5c 
628 5c 
630 2c 

Norse . .. ....... 140.00 
Ericsson .. . . ..... 22.50 
White Plains ......... 9.50 
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Bv PHILIP H. WARD, JR. 

MORE CHATTER 
We have had the pleasure of assorting 

a large nwnber of stampless covers 
running from the early thirties to the 
late sixties addressed to a firm of ship 
owners in New England. While the 
covers themselves are of great interest 
the letters are even more interesting. It 
seems that this firm not only owned 
quite a few vessels but also contracted 
to sail under their own crews additional 
ships. Their Captains reported from each 
port and gave full details as to the cargo 
they contemplated carrying elsewhere. 
It seems that when a ship sailed it was 
loaded with a cargo from a certain port 
and when it arrived at that point it pick
ed up anything available and moved it 
elsewhere. When a ship sailed from its 
home port they had no idea whatso
ever as to where they would finally go 
and when they would again reach home. 
The firm kept thoroughly informed as to 
material available for shipment from 
practically every country with a sea
port. We find letters from Peru and 
Chile, some from Brazil and quite a few 
from Havana. Most of the communica_ 
tions are from London, Liverpool and 
St. Petersburg although there are some 
few from Stockholm, Rotterdam and 
ports of France. Considerable business 
was done with New Orleans and Savan
nah, hence we find quite a few com
munications carried by express mail from 
these southern ports. 

One express cover of outstanding im
portance is a communication that origin
ated in Havana. It is marked "Express 
1ail" and it is indicated that 77c postage 

was paid. This means a ship fee of 2c 
to the Captain who brought the letter 
from Havana to New Orleans and a 75c 
fee paying the express mail charges. 

In one far away port one of the ships 
broke in half and sank and while the 
crew and officers were saved, all mer
chandise was completely lost. A care
ful reading of the 2,000 or 3,000 letters 
would undoubtedly give us a story of 
early shipping worthy of publication. 

Under date of September I, 1849 a 
printed circular from "San Francisco, 
Upper California" advises that the firm 
of Hinrichsen, Reincke & Co. have 
organized and offer their services as a 

THE STORE ON 46th ST. 
OFFERS 

10% Dt.count on all orde .... over ,141.4141 
Mint MintUsed 
Blks. Sgl. Sg\. 

525 1c Offset .35 .09 .O~ 
526 2c Offset .. .. .... 1.00 .25 .07 
529 3c Offset .20 .05 .01 
:>36 Ic Rossback perf. 12'h 4.75 1.10 1.05 
:;:18 Ic Green llxlO .. . .... 80 .20 20 
:'39 2c Carmine llxl0 .... 1.45 .36 .36 
fi41 3c Violet llxlO .. . 6.00 1.50 1.50 
,,43 lc Green 10xll .... 1.35 .32 .05 
;)44 1c Green 10xlO ... . .. 08 .02 .01 
:>45 1 c Green llxll .... .. 5.50 5.50 
546 2c Carmine 11xll .. .. 1.85 1.80 
We are In the market to purcha.se U. S. 
and Foreign In single Items, col1ect1one 
and accumulations. 
Want Lists FWed. Catalog Upon BeqllNt. 

JOHN BALTER & CO. 
III W ... t 46th St., New YOll'k I', If. Y. 
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Samoa. Seychelles 
170 .12 1 . .20 
171 .15 2 . .. .15 27 . . . 
17.2 .25 3. .10 29 .. . 
173 .50 4 . .20 30 .. . 
174 .75 6 .... 38 31. .. 
177 3.00 7. .. .62 32 .. . 
1 1-84 2.80 8 .... 25 34 .. . 
185 .09 9 .... 38 35 ..• 
190 1.25 10 . . .. 38 36 .. . 
191-94 .40 11 . ,62 37 .. . 
I'arawnk 12 . . .. 38 38 .. . 
13:;,'54 51.00 13. .. .75 39 .. . 
155-51l .. 6.50 15 ... 2.50 40 .. . 
1;;9.72 .. 2.95 16 .. . 1.50 41. .. 
173 3.25 22 .. .. 12 42 .. . 
Nl-3-22 .. 275.00 23. . . .30 43 . 
)Iany .Uore In Stock. What Do You N""lll'_ 
UNITED STATBS STAMP CO. 

840 BUSH STREET 
SAN FRANCISCO 4, (JALIl!'. 

FIRST DAY COVERS OF THE WO 
Uur stock is not sufficient to W8,rr'~nt'_ 
the asking of want lists but we can 
supply you with something new for 
your specific country or group of 
coun tries. Some lists of Items In stock 
available . [S3 

POSTMAN'S KNOCK 
Box 6, Zone 7, Clnt!, Ohio. 

Let us fill you r 

LATIN AMERICA 
WANT LIST 

Having difficulty finding those 
numbers in the $1 to' $10 price 
range? 

We can't guarantee to have them 
all; but as specialists in the coun
tri es of Latin America, we do carry 
most of them. The balance we can 
get for you eventually. 

For quality stamps, prompt serv
ice and lowest prices, its -

H/F STAMP COMPANY 
Xew York 23, N. Y. 

mercantile house to take care of shipping 
business in that locality. This letter is 
partly printed. A similar communication 
from the same city dated August 25, 1849 

(Continued on Page 68) 

WOULD YOU SELL YOUR STAMPS 
-for More Than Yoar OWR Val
aation? 
SOme O'f the "tr."rs we have made In 
recent months have exceeded what the 
owners antiCipated, because we are 
anxIous to buy. 
It your col1ectlon Is worth $100.00 O'r 
$50.000.00, we are prepared to make 
an Immediate cash orter. 
(Our Telephone N.mber I. Ba;nnond 

OOlll) 
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MINT Ut S 
Blr-Centennlal Set thc-10o 1.70 
Parks Set 1-10c .•••...•....... 1.2-6 
Parks Set 1m pert. (no g'Um) 1-10c 1.70 
Army & Navy sets 1-6e (both) . .60 
Scott's #647, 648, 2&6e HawaII. 1.20 
Scott's #771 16c Alrmall Impert. .90 
Famous Amer. 7 sets 1-10e .... 6.60 
Flag set 13 countries ... . ....• .90 
Miniature sheets Byrd, Tlpex, 

oky Mts., Centenary ... . .•. . l.M 
40 mint commems., Incl., 1c, 2c, 
5c Denom., only .. . ..... . ..... 2.25 
The Above 10 Lots For $17.50 

VELAND CADY, TENAFLY, N. J. 

EW ARRIVALS 
fghanista n , Change of color .... 

Airmail, ,. ... .... 3:v $11.00 
ustrruia, Geo. VI 10/- thm 

paper .. ... .... ... IV 2.25 
razU, Pres. Dutra Miniature 

sheet, Airmail. .. . . . . . 4.35 
uxembourg, Charlotte 

Miniature sheet ..... 1.40 
P. l\IorocccO, Pictorial, 

Airmail .......... 8v 1.30 
rana-Jordan, Palestine 

Occupation, .. .. 16v 11.50 
urkey, Picts., Airmail 6v 1.25 

Postage Is Required With All 
)I'ders Under $1.00. 
Ve are qualified to render you the 
nost efficient 

XEW ISSUE SERVICE 
~xplanatory Pamphlet On Request 

ENERAL· .. STAMP CO. 
L. TANK£L 

'0 ""55." STREET N. Y. C. (1 

~I RMAILS 
M INT AND USED 

We Can FIJI Your W a ntllst 
PRICELIST FREE 

AVION 
4 Nassau St., New York 7, N. Y. 

[eow2 

~:S NETHERLANDS cot~:IES 
6 I-lOG campI., USED #278-81 .. $2.50 
1-8 Queens 16 val. compl. #286-30 1.50 
7-8 Compl. DUES 1-50c (16) .... 1.00 
8 Children Winter Sports (5) ..• .20 
8 Nov. Jub. & Jul., 2 sets campI.. .~5 
RACAO New Charity, 6 v. compl. 1.70 
onies. J~b. & Jul., compl. (12) ... 1.50 

FRANCIS J. GROSS. ---1-3~ 
Ocean Parkway, Brooklyn 18, N. Y. 

STILL A V AILABLE 

Bicent. Env. Rotary Die 
few superb mint entlres of this Bearce 

Ivelope are still In stock In both sizes. 
iled fiat and returnable, of course, It 

completely satisfactory. 
e 5 (T-B #~628) .............. $17.50 
e 8 (T-B #3629) .... ..... .... .. 25.00 

DAVID H. BURR [28 A. 
N. Main St., Gloversville, N. Y- ~ 

J. S. Flags Complete (13', 
plus 

#906 CHINA 
All V. F. - Superb Mint 

ONLY S1.00 
Fine U. S. Approvals InCiuded 

WILLETT CO. 
~ox 507M. Port Chester, N. Y. 

ALBANIA 
MInt and Used 

Single complete sete and OD eoy •. 
Country Practically complete. 
Your Want JIst apprecIated. 

References. 

A. TELAT 
. o. Box 110, Hackensack, N. J. 

Say MEKEEL'S to Advertisers 
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Via The Air Mails 
By ROBERT RICKARBY 

154 Nassau St., New York City 

India First Flight Airmail-For the first 
flight from Bombay to London, .Indi.a 
issued a 12 anna gray and blue airmail 
stamp last June (Scott C7). If, as is re
ported, only 60,000 were issued,. this 
might turn out to be rather a good lte~, 
as it was good for postage on only thls 
one flight. 

Lebanon 19+5 Airmails - These four 
stamps (Scott C97-100) were printed on 
a rough, slightly grayish paper. How
ever, the two low values also exist on a 
smooth, whiter paper which also makes 
the colors of the stamps appear different. 
This is especially noticeable on the 50 pi. 
which, on the smooth white paper 
appears in a rose violet color, while on 
the rough, grayish paper it appears to be 
a much darker red violet. I seem to re
member the Sanabria catalog differentiat
ing between these a year or two ago, but 
110 mention of it in the latest edition. The 
llifferent papers seem to be of equal 
scarcity. 

Ecuad01' Forgery-Below the listing of 
the 1945 40c on 5c airmail (Scott C110) 
is the note that "excellent" counterfeits 
were made, not to sell to collectors, but 
to defraud the government, and they 
seem to have been very successful, be
cause in a package of 100 used copies of 
these which we recently examined, 75 of 
them were counterfei'l<>. Putting the 
overprint on the basic stamp results in 
raising' its face value 35 Ecuador cen
tavos, a neat profit of about 2c in U. S. 
money. The counterfeit is made with a 
,"ery oily ink, and the overprin'l generaL 
h- shows through on the back of the 
stamp in brown. The impression is much 
cruder than on the genuine, and the tail 
of thc "R" on the counterfeits is much 
shorter 'han on the genuine. So far, we 
have not seen a mint copy of this coun
terfeit. 

Liberia- \Ye notice that the Scott cata
log' still does not list some of the pro
risional airmails issued in 1944 and 1945. 
Issued and used about the same time as 
Scott C35, C35A, C36 and C37 was a 30c 
on 4c orange, and $1.00 on 3c olive green. 
Also Scott lists as No. 295 the 50c on 3c 
triangle ainnail, while omitting the 70c 
on 2c and the 30c on 1c of the same 
issue, which were issued and used at the 
same time. These were all provisional 
issues, overprinted because of an actual 
shortage of these values for mailing pur
poses and all have been found used on 
commercial mail to this country. Some 
of these stamps are really rare in mint 
condition. Used copies are more readily 
obtainable of most of the values, and, in 
some instances, have been sold as the 
cheaper variety. without the overprint, 
as some dealers seem to be ignorant of 
the existence of these provisionals and do 
~ot no~ce the overprint. In all, a very 
interesting' group of stamps, some of 
which will some day be real rarities in 
mint condition. 

Turkey-For their first airmail set in 
eight years, Turkey has come out with 
a beautiful pictorial set, a welcome 
chang'e from their fonner overprinted 
ainnails. On checking this year's Scott 
catalog, we notice they have tripled last 
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U. S. Notes and Comments 
(Continued from Page 68 I 

The letter orig-inates in Havre and in 
addition there is a brig-ht red semi-cir
cular postmark "Ship 6". 

A printed list gives us the names of 
American vessels with their Captains 
that passed "Elsenure" in 1842 tog-ether 
with a list of when they returned. A 
similar list in manuscript g-ives the date 
of arrival and departure "thro the 
Sound" in 1837. These ships sailed 
from Boston, New York, Salem, Philadel
phia, Newburyport, Portland, Plymouth 
and Duxbury and carried sugar, cotton, 
coffee and other merchandise mainly to 
Denmark, Russia and Sweden and re
turned with hemp, iron, rye and in num
erous cases carg-o simply indicated as 
sundries. 

There are several "Way 26" from 
Mobile, letters from Havana with ship 
markings on which 27c postage has been 
paid, which means 2c for the Captain 
and 25c local postage, a "Steam-Boat 18 
3/4" stamped in bright red. 

fINE MINT PLATE BLO(KS 
#611 2c Harding pert. • •..•. (8) 1.85 
#618 2c LeXington-Concord •. (6) 1 .• 0 
#645 2c Valley Forge ....... (6) .711 
#649 2c Aeronautics .......• (6) .90 
#61-,9 2c von Steuben ..•...•. (6) 1.60 
#690 2c Pulaski ....•....... (6) .90 

Plate Block want lists welcomed. 
We have one of the largest stocks at 
mint plate blocks in the United States, 
all reasonably priced. (C38? Yes, we 
have them, but we are paying 75c each 
for any YOU would like to send us that 
are very tine). 

HERMAN HERST JR., 
Shrub Oal<, New York 

Poland 

Roosevelt ----, 
Airmail 
Sheet Miniature 

A Miniature Sheet of 3 values, honor
ing Roosevelt and picturing him has 
been issued by Poland. The sheets 
are all numbered and only 15,000 have 
appeared. While they last caples wll 
be supplied at $4.80 each. 

A FEW FIRST DAY COVERS 
AVAILABLE AT $9.711 

LEE STAMPS 
GREAT NEC~ NEW YORK 

PACKETS 
STA IP Buyers' Price Guide plus 60 dlt
ferent Hungary for IDe. Stampgulde, 
Box 1649.111. Oakland 4, California. [29 
I,'RAI'CE 300 different $1.00, 400 - $3.25, 
500 - $.).75, 600 - $10 .75. 700 - $22.50; Al
geria 100 - $1.00; Argentina 500 $7.75; 
Belgium (JOO - :;;5.95; Brazil 200 - $2.45; 
British Empire 1000 - $7.95; Bulgaria 
aoo - $4.7;;; Chile 200 - $3.00; Congo 200 _ 
$10.00; Czechoslovakia 300 - $1.95; Fin
land 200 - ,2.25; French Colonies 1000 -
.:5.25; Greece 200 - $1.25; Haiti 100 -
$3,45; Hungary 800 - ,5.50; Iceland 50 -
$l.:lO; Iraq 100 - $l.50; Liberia 100 -
.. ;;.;;0: Luxembourg 100 - $1.25; Malta 50 
- "1.8:;; ,'etherlands 300 - $3.25; Norway 
200 - 33.2:5; Rffilnion 50 - 95c; Roumania 
400 - $4.!J3; San Marino 200 - $3.00; Swe
den :?OO - $1.55; Turkey 200 - $1.75; 
Yatican 100 - ,1.90 ; World-Wide 3000 -
. ;;.25. All different. Stampsales, Box 
1 r.1DM. Oakland 4, California. 
l' 0 BETTER BUY at any price. Try 
the most colorful assortment of 1000 dlf
fen'nt French Colonies at $5.50. Money 
refunded If not satistied. Alfred Swento. 
870 West 180th Street, New York 3S. 
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ADLET 
APPROVALS 

FINE Ie to 10e Foreign Approvals, Mur
bush, Station A, Indianapolis 8, Indiana. 

[31 

FEMININE BEAUTIES Worldwide, ten 
dlfterent free with approvals. Gulf
stream, Box 103M, Teaneck, New Jersey. 

[tt 
800/0 OFF CATALOGUE, approvals by 
countries. Sharrott, 1039 Grassmer, Far 
Rockaway, N. Y. [tt 
TRY litE for Quality· approvals. Ie and 
Up. Beautify your collection at sensible 
prices. Duncan Harlow, .201 Ruskin, 
Houston, Texas. [tt 
II TRIANGLES plus 26 different stamps! 
-10c to approval applicants. Box 1807, 
Pittsburgh 30, Penna. [33 
SELECT THE STAMPS you want from 
a Whole country collection. References 
necessary. A. S. Garlock, 1018 N. Ram
part, Los Angeles 26, Callf. [tt 
EGYPT 25 DIFFERENT 10c .. Approvals 
on request. Clyde Olsen, 638 E. 226 St. 
New York 66, N. Y. [tt 
GIANT APPROVALS 600 penny stamps.O 
stamps l'hc up 5 sets. Wahl's Stamp 
IDxchange, 7008M Farl"agut, Chlca&"o 31, 
Ill. [tt 
SPECIAL--Free stamps your choice with 
purchases from approvals 'hc up. H. E. 
Holmes, 628 Connally Drive, East Point, 
Ga. [37 
ONE TO TEN CENT Approvals, In book-= 
lets by countries. Ellis C. Hulme, Dept. 
M, Box 2051, Ventnor, N. J. [tt 
70,000 V ARJETJES I Mounted By Coun· 
tries! Many countries practically com· 
plete! Please advise what do you collect? 
C()untrles preferred? Maksls Snelders, 
Box 276, Seattle 11, Washington. [tf 
20,000 V ARJETIES 1c, 2c, 3c Each! Many 
bargains included! Regardless catalog! 
Mounted by countries! Sneider'S Box 275, 
Seattle 11, Washington. [tt 
~IINT SET PLUS 10 different, Including 
pictorials, 10 cents to approval applicants. 
J. M. Hotchklss, P. O. Box HO, Mont
pelier, Vermont. [tt 
DO YOU LIKE t() plck?-Approvals con
taining stamps you may have overlooked. 
New and old Issues, irlngles and sets. 
What do you want to see first? Name 
your country. Edwin F. Russell, Weston, 
Vermont. [tr 
PERSIA 53-55·, given with flne foreign 
approvals. Bland, 1200 West 8th, Gary, 
Indiana. [3~ 

50 DIFFERENT AlE MAILS 2l) cents, of
tered below cost to obtain new customers 
for our reasonable priced World Wide 
Approvals. The Hardenbrooks, Pistol 
River, Oregon. [30 
SCARCE NEPAL, BeaI\I.tltul Italy Madon
na set and 100 other stamps, All 10c with 
a selection of fine foreign approvals. De
Resplnls, GPO, Box 771C, New York I, 
N. Y. [U 
FILL IN those empty spaces! Try our 
single stamp approvals-1c to 5c. Burt 
McCann Co., 345 N. Newton, Minneapolis 
5, Minn. [30 
LET'S GET ACQUAINTED-Fine Appro
vals-Quality Material, Generous dis
counts, valuable coupons, for beginner 
and advanced collectors. Attractive 
"Get Acquainted" premium with first 
selection. Mention Mekeel's and receive 
extra premium. Green and Company, Nor
wood 12, Ohio. [30 
THO SA 'DS UNDER Ie. Fine general 
album fillers. Van Scoy, 46 Farrington, 
Newhurgh, N. Y. [33 
V ATICAN CITY - Featuring picture ot 
Christ. Three bewutlful pictorial values. 
Mint set three with approvals: 5c. James 
Mace, Tamaqua, Pa. [31 
100 DIFFERE T MINT 25e including 
France and Colonies, Greece, Romania. 
Italy, Hungary, China, many others. 
Appro,·als. Parks Stamps Service, 97-08-
125 St .. Richmond Hlll 19, N. Y. [31 
DO YO "rA~T better stamps at lower 
prices? We have thousands of varieties, 
mounted by countries, priced from 1c uP. 
Rose Hill Stamp Co., 801 Johnson, WhIte 
Bear, Minn. [81 
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U. s. Notes 
tContinued from Pagt 61 

advises as to the establishment of the 
firm of Maconclray & Co. who are in a 
position to transact similar business. One 
of these covers is postmarked San Fran
cisco via "Steamer Panama" with 40c 
postage in red in manuscript. The 
second letter was carried outside of the 
mail to New York where it was deposit
ed on November 12th. One letter took 
from September 1st to October 17th to 
reach destination while the second letter 
dated September 1st did not arrive in 
New England until November 13th. 
One cover from St. Helena dated Sep
tember 6, 1855 has an oval stamped mark
ing reading "Forwarded from St. Helena 
by George W. Kimball, U. S. Commer
cial Agent". In the letter Mr. Kimball 
advises that he is in a position to take 
care of commercial business in behalf of 
shippers and incidentally mentions that 
he is an American citizen. The cover, 
in addition, bears markings in black of 
"Ship", "5" and New Bedford, Mass. 
dated November 16 where the ship first 
touched an American pon. 

LI\. letter from Valparaiso, Chile dated 
,\lay 21, 1849 shows a concentric circle 
"Ship ]2" in red and "Panama 25 Ju 1849 
Transit" in black. There is a steam
ship postmark that cannot be deciphered 
and a red Mobile marking. The cover 
has a manuscript marking indicating that 
two shillings were paid. From a back 
stamping we note that the letter passed 
through Kingston, Jamaica on July 4, 
1849. There are several communications 
from Chinch a Island, which was off the 
coast of Peru. One cover contains a 
blue oval stamped marking reading "Islas 
de Chincha". There is a diamond shaped 
marking reading "Vapor" within to
gether with a black well known circular 
postmark reading "Steamship 20". A 
second cover from the same point of 
origin shows the "Steamship 10" mark
ing with a figure "20" stamped over the 
"10". Several letters from Peru with 
similar markings show in addition an oval 
hand stamped reading "Forwarded by 
Crosby & Co. Ship Chandlers and Ship 
Agents Callao, Peru". A funher small 
circular "Steamship 20" has in addition 
an oval "Forwarded by Adams & Co's. 
Express, J. M. Freeman, Age. Panama". 

One stampless from Cadiz, Spain has 
on the front in large black capital let
ters "Ship-Letter" in addition to a large 
"8" indicating the 8 Reals Spanish post
age. There is a large stamped "37" in 
black and "32" in manuscript. On the 
back we note a London postmark in
dicating that it passed through that Post 
Office and a final marking of Boston 
showing that it landed in that pon on 
November 6th. A further cover has us 
stumped as we cannot interpret the round 
concentric blue postmark reading "Tur
lin du Klosque London 17 Mai" (1843). 

(Continued on Page 70) 

SELL YOUR 
throul!h 

We are not Stamp Dealers; but 
of Npw York. A~ our b<uslness Is I 
our"elves. on a strictly commission 
highest possiblE' price" for thE' 
lectlon or holilingp of stamp" of 
TmmeillatE' ca.qh advancE'S. UP to 
material can be depended 'UPon to 
HUGH C. BARR. INC 
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CHARLOTTE OF 
SHEET 

has ruled her little land for thirty years and 
a lovely little Sheet, with three Semi-Postals 
printed portrait type -

RECENT POSTAGE-G. D. Charlotte 
RECENT CIIARITY-The Poet Diclts POl,tracit!l. 

THE HOME OF THE POST 
BOX 30, JACKSON IIEIGIITS, 

Avery lVells, 

and O.G. ($325.00) at $151.00; Swe
No. C4, the 20 0 Wm. Crown, F. 

O.G. ($400.00) at $147.00. 
-H. A. Freeman 

UNRESERVED A 
that Dese'rve Your 

Monday - Wednesday 
JANUARY 31, FEBRUARY 1, 2 
The "E. 'V. STANFIELD" General 
Collection by or,ler of the widow. 
An auction Ideal for the more gen
eral collector; full of single rarities, 
sets, etc. 

Monday - Wednesday 
FEBRUARY 28, MARCH 1, 2 

The "IIURD)IAN" General Collec
tion in SI>ecialty Albums with an 
excellent range of associated prop
erties. 

Catalogues, fully illustrated, 

H. R. 
International Stamp 

32 East 57th Street 

U. S. Philatelic 
MINT SHEET 

Dealers - Collectors - Let us act as 
MINT SHEETS at the U. S. Philatelic 
No waiting. We have been 
Collectors since 1932. 

COMMISSION 
3 % over face on orders up to 
2 % over face from 
1 % over face from 

Note: Five per cent commission on 
Minimum commission charge $1.00. Ca 

Postage extra. 

HENRY SHEPH 
F. Station 
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United States Notes and Comments 
We remarked that we were sur

prised that the Roosevelt collection 
had been given to an English firm to 
sell. We must say tllat the H. R. 
Harmer firm is handling the sale in 
a way to advance the interest of his 
client and increase the interest of 
philately. We had a preview of some 
of the finer items on Friday, Decem
ber 7th at which time cocktails 
were served. A real get together 
meeting was enjoyed by all. Mr. 
Bernard Harmer and his assistant, 
Miss Falger, were indeed the grac
ious host and hostess. A~ was to be 
expected, the main philatelic interest 
of the collection lies in the vast 
quantity of proofs. Among the clas
sics, we noted some very interesting 
early Hong Kong covers addressed 
to members of the family. There was 
a California Pony Express cover, 
very pretty indeed, as well as a Bal
timore local-the Cook Dispatch tied 
to a small neat cover. 

Among the die proofs-about 
everything from 1898 on, all of the 
Air Mails including a unique 6c first 
issue, also the rare 16c and 24c, a 
set of the Zeppelins, a set of Omaha 
including a 50c black heretofore un
known. Of the Ic and Bc Chicago, 
the Bureau of EngravIng and Print
ing ran off die proofs as the engrav
ing of the die proceeded, from the 
first few lines up to the finished 
stamp. George Sloane appraised the 
collection at $80,000 and half of this, 
$40,000, covered proofs. 

The question has passed back and 
forth in our mind, as well as others, 
if whether even the President had a 
right to obtain these from the Bureau 
of Engraving & Printing. If he 
could request stamp proofs why not 
finished $1000 bills and currency? 
In our many years of following 
l'iT ashington philatelic actiYities we 
cannot recall anothcr instance where 
a high goverment official used his 
position to increase t.he ,alne of his 
estate. lVe claim the Bureau had no 
right to give away go,ernmcnt pro
perty and we wonder if a clear Litle 
can be given to these proofs when 
sold. Are tht;y lIOt. r cally lhe prop
erty of the United States? 

It is our personal opinion that 
when these were presented to the 
Prsident by the Bureau of Engray
ing and Printing that they thought 
they would be placed on exhibition at 
H vde Park and wculd continue to be 
th~ property of the government. We 

December 24. 1Q1<; 

By PHILIP H. W A.RD; JR. 

do not think they were given to the 
President with the idea of adding 
$40,000 to $80,000 to his personal 
estate, at goverment expense. 

vVe know of another case where a 
private individual was able to obtain 
many proofs not available to the 
public and we wonder if some steps 
should not be taken to prevent future 
proofs of great value reaching those 
who are able to obtain them from the 
Bureau of Engraving and Printing. 

The imperforate Farley sheets are 
also in the Roosevelt estate and had 
there not been a howl at the time, 
which forced their sale to all, these 
would be classed as great rarities. 

If you believe as we do, that such 
deliveries should not be made by the 
Bureau in the future, cut out this 
article and mail it to your Senator or 
Congressman. 

MORE CHATTER 
In the Post Office Museum at 

Washington, the ledger giving a de-

tailed list of all post offices receiving 
the 1847 issue and the earliest 1851 
stamps is on view. It is a large book '. 
of several hundred pages. The Lib
rary of Congress, Photoduplication 
Service can supply a microfilm of the 
entire book at $12.18 or a photo
static copy at $121.25. 

Harry F. Dunkhorst, Washing
ton's dean of philatelists, a much be
loved dealer has passed away at 78. 
As a boy in Washington we spent 
many happy hours in his office in the 
back of his father's tobacco store on 
7th Street. In those days Hawaiian 
stamps were more popular than U. S. 

Nicholas Sanabria, another pro
fessional who has been ill for some 
time, has left our fold. His many 
many friends will miss him. Another 
great stamp collector passed on 
several months back-one who made 
some of the most important finds in 
American philately-Col. Cleveland 

(Continued on Page 47I ) 

PHILIPPINE HIGHEST VALUES 
The 10 peso and 20 peso "gold bullion" stamps, Issued In 1937, have a face val

ue of $16.00 for the pair. From stories reaohlng us, we understand that several sheets 
of these were amongst the loot from the Manila Post Offioe. As a result, these two 
very high values can. for the moment. be offered at very low figures. The prices we 
quote appear to be well below those at present prevalllng in Manila-all stamps are 
In bright mint condition. 

In a letter just received from one of our Manila oorres!)ondents, he writes--"Re
garding prewar Philippines, mint. there Is a strong possibility that same may be vali
dated again for use as !)ostage." Should this come to pass, there would be a very 
steep rise In prices on the above two stam!)s; for those speculatively Inclined. we 
would be glad to Quote our !)rice on a full mint sheet of eaoh value. 

#431, 10 veooo olate #432, 20 veoo·. brown 
6.96 5.26 
4.00 3.76 
3.10 2.96 
1.26 1.76 
1.00 1.60 

28.60 32.00 

A. Extra. Fine . . . . ..... . . 
B. Fine: perfs. well clear 
C. Good: perfs. just clear 
D. Fair: perfs. touch . .. . . . . 
E. Off center: perfs. cut in .. 
F. Pla.te block of 6 

BLOOKS PRO RATA 

PHILIPPINE OCCUPATION ISSUE 

The Pa.ir 
10.60 

7.45 
5.60 
2.85 
2.26 

60,()0 

We list below several of the Jap Occupation issues. Most of the other varieties 
are In stock. but In quantities too small to be able to be offered at the moment. W e 
shall be glad to submit anything else we may have If desired. 

Emergency overprints on issues of 1939-41: 2c green/.06; 5·c on brown, .15; 50c 
on 1 p. $1.00. 
471 First War anniversary. 5c on 4c . . ......... .. .. . ............ . ..... .. . ..... 22 
472-473 Executive Commission, 2c on 8c. 5c on 1p set ....... ~ . . . . . . . . . . . .. .38 
474-48 6 Regular issues, 1c to 2p. 13 var. . . .. . ........ .. .... .. ........ . .... 3.00 
488-489 First anniversary Fall of Bataan. 20--5c . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . 12 
490 350th Printing Anniversar)' . 12c on 20c .. .. .... . . . . . ............ . .. •..... 20 
491-93 Philippine Pin-up Girl. perf. set Cff 3. (5c, 12c. 17c) ........ . .. . . .... 14 
494-96 Same. imperforate. set of 3 .. ... . ......... . ................. .. .. ... .25 
606-7 Laurei. Imperf. set of 3, ( 5c. 7c, 20c) . ...... . .. . .. . .. . ......... . ... . .. 20 
B1-B3 Food Campaign. set of 3. semi-postal (2c. lCJ lib, lc, 160, t c ) scarce .... 2.50 
B 5-7 Flood Relief. semi-postal set of 3, (12c plus 2wI 20c plus 36c, 21c pltlB 4(0).50 
B8 National Heroes. Souvenir sheet of 3 ......•..... ......... . , •..•... ." ..... . 35 
C38 Official 2c green on Bc brown, the pair .. . .................. ... .... .. . ... .. 22 
038-39 Official. 2c and 50 on 6c, pair .... . ........ ... ............ . ........ .22 
041-43. Officia l. 50 on 6e, 20c, 1 Peso. set . .. . ............ . ...... .. ........ 1.l1n 

#320B, 2c S'CARLET IMPERFORATE (Mjnt unhinged) 
Mint single. $1.50; minl block $6.00: with c. I. eithllr horiz. or vert:. $'6".2"0; nunt 

pair. $3.00; with c. I. eilber bar!:!l. or vert. $3.10: line brook $6.50. 

#631b, 2c BLACK HARDING ROTARY PRESS. Perf. 11 
This stamp is undoubtedly the rarest Twentieth C'entut;v Commemora.tive, We 

did not disoover it until many years after the stamp Wll,s obsolete, and Intllnsive 
search ha s failed to reveal more than a very few copies. It is a variety to #594. 
which however. is not a commemorative. and furthermore; far fewer capies of the 
Black Harding stamp are known; making it a much rarer stamp than #594; {a very 
poorly centered COpy of #613b reoently sold at auction for a bout $435.00.). 

We offer below three used copies of this rarity: 
(A) Fine. very lightly cancelled copy. perforations well clear Cff design all around; 

we believe the finest copy that has been offered, Price .............. $ 550.00 
(Bl Fine copy. perforations clear of desi~ all around. price ......... .. ..... 450.00 
(C) A very good copy, perforatins just cut frame line at bOttom ........ . ... 3{;0.OO 

STANLEY GIBBONS INC., 38 (M) P"ark Row, New Yark 7, N. Y. A 
MRKR1U.'~ WF.R'KT.Y 



NEW·1945 EDITION • NEW 
OF AMERICA'S 

Largest Catalog of Sets 
(ILLUSTRATED, 196 PAGES) 

(Revised throughout and up-to-date. 
Thousands of New additions.) 
i I NEW ISSUES to June, 19.6 . I Miniature sheets compl. 
~ AIRMAILS compl. used and 
~ unused = I Seml-Postals-almost compl. 
.. Commemoratlves-almost compl. 
~ "0 Brit. Jub!Iees, Coronatlons,,-cpi. 
c Brit., French, Dutch, etc., t.;ols. 
II Regular Issues 19th and 20th 
~ Century .. ! General Collections 
~ Packets by countries, etc. 
Q Albums, catalogs, etc. 

;lent FREE only on receipt of 15 
cents to cover forwarding charges, etc. 
(Deductible from your first purchase 
of $1.50 or more.) (Canada 20c.) 
NEW YORK STAMP CO .• INC'

A 559 Fifth Avenue 
NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

<tbrtstmas anb $lew Wears 
(Sreetings to Bll 
of ~ur jfrtenbs 

R. J. LEWINSON co. 
525 West End Ave., N. Y. 2', N. Y. 

I\IONTHLY 
Philatelic Bulletin 

A 12-page !llustrated list, with many 
offers of Interesting stamps priced in 
U. S. currency, New Issues, stamps for 
investments, etc. 60c for one year sub
scription remit by P. O. Money Order. 

[eow2 
THE WINDSOR STAMP CO. 

UCKFIELD, SUSSEX. ENGLAND 

188 7 • 2c GREEN ENTRIES 
ll'.l!tl, Die C on blue, sma.ll size with 

Wells-Fargo frank ............. '5.00 
2., DLe D (not Usted bT Soott), ear .. ntlr .. -
Ir covered by hair. 
WhIte ....... '4.00 I Manila .. $3.00 
Amber ..... . 1.75 Amber manila 2.%11 
All mint. Mailed fiat . 

DAVID H, BURR [68 
2<;; N. l\lain St., Gloversville, N. Y. 

Say MEKEEL'S to Advertisers 

Collect USed Blocks 
Centered-Neat Oancels-Superb I 

30 Florida or 3c Movie . . . .. .10 
30 IWo Jima or 3c Arc .... . . . 10 
3c Steamship or 3c Telegr .. . . .... 10 
5e Toward U. Nations . .18 
3c Byrd Imperf pane of 6 59 
8c olive rotary air #C17 . . . . . 36 

22c Presidential . . . . 65 
50c orange airmail #031 .. ' ..... 1.25 

WILLIAM T. ADAMS 
Box 1104, SAN JOI!!E 8, CALIF. 

Philatelic Books Now Available 
• :s e'W 1945 Standard Canadian 

Revenne Catalog " $1.00 
• Bt'. Colon.ial llan<lbook - 60 

Pages of information on 
fake~ and varieties of Br. 
<::,oIO'l1les .. .... . " 1.50 

• Forgeries Old &; New - Part I 
- Valuable information 
on fakes . . .. 1.00 

• Forg.eries Old & New - Part 
IT - Information on fakes 
not foond in Part I 1.00 

Published by 
MARKS STAMP CO., LTD. 

258 College St., Toronto, Onto 
Also available from 
H. L. LINDQUIST 

2 Weat 46th St., New York 19, N. Y. 
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IN MY NEXT SALE 
Part II of World " ' ide Collection • U. S. 1917-32. 20th century imperts, 

('ollll)lete sheets. r even ueR. 
British Colonies, Air .UaiJs, Zeppelin Flight Covers, etc. 

You a1'e mi$sing something 
If an auction buyer and do not get catalogs of my I\lld Atlantic Stamp Sales. 

;\'ot too frequ ent but all good. 
A wonderful collection of 20th century Mexico to be sold. 

H. A. ROBINETTE, 900 F St., N. W., Wash. 4, D. C. 

Lines From Washington 
By JAMES L. BEANE 

It certainly seems odd to be a soldier 
one day and a civilian the next, but that 
is just exactly what happened to me a 
week or two ago. It is a grand feeling, 
but, of course, there are little twitches of 
pain around my heart when I think of all 
the fine fellows I knew in the army, lived 
with, argued with, "bull-sessioned" with, 
and that I must now bid goodbye, and 
return to the rugged life of a civilian. 

My first week was spent in a short 
trip to Southern Pennsylvania, and was 
enjoyed very much. At York, Penn
sylvania, I met Lan'Y T. Hendry who has 
had a stamp shop in that city for over 
ten years. Mr. Hendry just finished a 
hitch of two and one half years in the 
navy, most of the time aboard the 
U. S. S. TENNESSEE. 

The boys in Nassau Street with their 
split-second d eals would shudder at his 
business. He spends a lot of his time 
explaining stamps to begilll'lers and child
ren, mounting, arranging and illustrat
ing sets for his customers. As he ex
pla ins it, has no collection of his own so 
he gets his fun out of the other fellows' 
collection. Not so, his wife, Gladys! 
She has a beautiful collection of postage 
stamps of the world which have child
ren's pictures on them, both factual and 
allegorical. Her pride is autographed 
pages of the six Princesses and Princes 
of Luxembourg. 

The Hendry'S also handle and service 
first da y covers; while I was in their 
shop, he 'showed me a collection just pur
chased, containing copies of the higher 
"alues of United States general issues 
as well as commemoratives; they keep 
"bout five hundred better grade foreign 
approval books on the road at all times. 
The add ress: 200 West Market Street, 
York. Pennsylvania. 

William Ii. Kuntz, attorney, York 
Pennsylvania, has collections of Graf 
Zepplins of the World and illustrated sets 

howing- colored maps of the flight, etc. 
William W. Still.gol', of York, Pt>l1n

sylvania. has on!:' of the most remarkable 
c~)I1ecti (. ns in !:'xistencc. lie is a mem
her of over twenty stamp societ ies. Hi~ 

~ -- . - --
YOU KNOW 

tl .. t .tamps bring very high prices 
011 the current market? 

We are willing and able to follow 
this trend and are prepared to pay 
cash prices for etamps whether they 
are In the form of a highly special
Ized collection or just "dumped" In
to a shoe box. 

\Ve a.re 0.100 interested In better 
grade mint and used U.S. postage and 
rev~nlle8, Singles, Blocks and Sheets. 

Drop us a l111e and let us know 
what you have to offer, won't you? 

Cosmopolitan Sta.mp Company A 
1457 U'waT (TUne. SQ.) N. Y. C.~ 

MEKEEL'S WEEKLY 

na val cover collection runs into the 
thousands, and his collection of color 
('ssays of the Trans-Mississippi issut> re
cently won the "Grand A ward in th" ex
hibit of The Capitol Stamp Club of 
Harrisburg, Pennsyvania. 

Dean C. Seitz, also of York, has a col
lection of France and colonies, which 
has reached such a state of completeness 
that he now occupies his time filling two 
Scott's National Juniors, one with mint, 
the other with used. 

At Hanover, Pennsylvania, I made the 
acquaintance of a young man in his teens, 
who has a very valuable collection of 
mint United States blocks built up by 
himself , and .. he is a sharp one when it 
comes to the United States. His name Is 
William Bittinger. He also collects first 
day covers. 

Any of you traveling men who stop at 
the McAllister Hotel in Hanover and 
have noticed the delightful food served in 
this hotel, mig-ht be interest to know that 
the head of this establishment who is re
sponsible for this good food is also an 
ardent stamp collector.His name Is Jaok 
Tolivo and welcomes any stamp collector 
into his kitchen to discuss the charms of 
"pate de fois gras" or postage stamps. 

11'11'. William Falnner who owns the 
Falmer Ice Cream Company in Hanover 
also collects stamps as well as the 
Brothers Garrett in the Fischer Insur
a nce Agency. 

Down at Gettysburg I had the plea
surc of meeting and visiting with Mr. 
Ooar H. BensCYn who is the father of the 
4H clubs of America and the Junior 
Achievement clubs of the Eastern states. 
He is a stamp collector and confessed to 
me that in the near future 4H clubs the 
country over would adopt philately as 
one of their recreative programs. 

Expert Committee 
The next meeting of the Expert Com

mittee of The Philatelic Foundation will 
take place on Jan. 15, 1946. Material for 
consideration at that meeting must be 
received on or b€lfore January 5, 1946. 

Application forms giving fees, and 
r ules for submitting stamps for examina
tion by the Committee may be had on 
,'equest to the Philatelic Foundation, 
22 East 35th St., New York 15, N . Y. 

YOUR STAMP SERVICE 
MINT ONLY 

Belgium, New Coat ArmS', S.P. (9) 1.75 
Resistance S. P. (8) 1.55 
Postage Dues new, (14) 1.05 

Chiun. Flags, 484-489 (6) 1.10 
Victory iss. 4. Inaug. 6 (10) 3.10 
Hongkong, overpr. surch. (7) .80 
Sinkiang. Post. Perf. & imp. (7) 4.30 

Fr. Cols. Eboue Com.F.13 cols(26) 6.90 
Liberty Head f . 14 Cols (14) 7.25 

Czechoslol'akia, Masaryk 1945 (3) 1.00 
:Sor,,-ay, University (1) 3.60 
Russia, Lenin Birthday (5) 1.85 
S" .. ln. new air 10 pts (1) 1.20 

~1:ail Orders Only 

YOUR STAMP SERVICE 
25,l0 Hudson Blvd., Jersey City 4, N. J. 

De-cember 24, 1945 
• 



U. S. Notes and Comments 
(Continued from Page 459) 

H. Bandholtz. Bandy found the 
famous Ludlow Beebe correspond
ence with several hundred 1847 10c 
including many pairs and a few 
with sheet margins at top and two 
strips. He alsp found the strip of ten 
with sheet margins at top and two 
sides and the block of 14 all on the 
same cover. These we took off of 
the large cover, which was ragged 
and when we sold the pieces we put 
the cover in our museum as a souve
nir of a great find. We have never 
announced where the cover origin
ated nor where it was actually 
found. 

rVe have just checked over the 
new Gibbons price list as well as the 
offering list of several New York 
dealers. Scott's Catalogue for 1946 is 
already out of date insofar as the 
20th Century U. S. prices are con
cerned and the Specialized has not 
as yet appeared. Late varieties are 
advancing daily and we have been 
selling sheets, that is stamps by the 
100 at more than retail for individual 
copies. From our way of thinking, 
these prices are simply crazy but 
then, we may be the crazy one. 

Mr. G. E. Russell reports that he 
has the large $100 Wine stamp, issue 
of 1916 in the light green reissue 
shade made a number of years later. 
Serial# 104201. So for we have re
corded the $20, $50 and $100. Has 
someone a $40. 

Walter S. Scott, son of J. W. Scott 
who organized the Scott Co., Ameri
ca's best known philatelic auctioneer 
has retired and is spending the 
winter in Florida. Walter has sold 
possibly more fine and rare stamps 
in his life than any man living. 

We are told that the 1947 Ex
hibition committee is striking some 
snags. Some want the exhibition to 
be limited to classic issues only and 
by invitation only. What a wail we 
will have from thousands, if this is 
so. Personally, we would favor such 
an exhibit but we know we think 
differently from most collectors. 
There is talk of a separate exhibition 
where all would be allowed to pLtrt
icipate. If a man is going to finance 
an exhibition, in other words pay 
the fidler, he should be allowed to 
call the tune but if he intends asking 
for general support, the wishes of 
the majority should be considered. 

Max Margulies, Stamp \Vholesaler, 222 
Hopkins St., Brooklyn, N. Y., kindly 
sends for our collection of philatelic 
items a 2c green Grant Letter Sheet 
imprinted with the offerings of C. H: 
Mekeel Stamp and Publishing Co. of St. 
Louis, the original founders of MEKEEL'S. 

December 24, 1945 

r;w;w~;w*;w~~ 

~ Seasons ~reetfngs ~ 
~ zto BU ~ 
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L~~~~~~~:Jj 
Precancels 

By DR. S. H. BOWMAN 

I have been asked about precancel fa
vors. As the term implies, these are pre
cancels that have been made as a favor 
to someone and for which there is no 
need. Many commemorative precancels 
are favors. The need for precancelling 
a commemorative stamp arises but sel
dom. 

Precancel favors are usually easy to 
recognize. When you see a whole string 
of precancels, usually on commemorative 
issues, from some town that is just a 
wide spot on the road, you know there 
is no necessity for them and they are 
just favors. When you see issues pre
cancelled that have no excuse for being 
that way, as the 16c blue special deliv
ery airmail imperf., you know they are 
favors. 

Now favors are not necessarily fakes. 
Fakes are of a different crop. The pre
cancel fraternity frowns on favors. The 
official precancel catalog prefers not to 
list them, but does on occasion, un
priced, for the record. Where some 
doubt exists, such are listed but· prices 
are low. 

When the black Hardings came out 
many of them were precancelled, and 
some precancel collectors went for them 
in a big way. Some unscrupulous 
schemers, seeing a chance to make 
money, precancelled black Hardings with 
towns that never existed, or created their 
own types for precancel using towns. 
These are fakes. They exist on issues 
other than the black Harding, but most 
of these fakes are found on this issue. 

That progressive outfit, the Southern 
California Precancel Club, used the new 
IVzc Hollywood narrow bureau print in 
mailing their bulletin. Members get a 

"The House That Stanlp9 Built" 

Western Stamp Collector 
Established 1930 

Published Weekly at ALBANY, ORE. 
A newspaper for stamp collectors
the ORIGINAL tabloid, newspaper style 
stamp paper in U. S. A. 

50c per year in U. S. A. 
(3 years for $1.00) 

Elsewhere $1.00 I,er year 
Edited by AL BURNS 

AL and ARLE:\fE V AN DAHL, 
Publishers 

MINT SHEET FII.JES 
Each file contains 20 pockets, approxi
mately llx12 inches, and wiI! hold at 
least 20 full sheets of U. S. Stamps. 
Made of high grade glassine paper. 
cO\'ered with heavy manila wrap which 
will last indefinitely. 
Price 4Gc ea('h; 6 for $2.50. Postpa.id . 
There is also now available a some
what smaller file, 8x12 in., suitable for 
strips, large blocks, half sheets, et~. 
Made of same quality material as the 
larger file. with heavy manila cover. 
Contains 20 pock s. 
Price 30c earh; 6 for $1.50. Postpaid 

MINT BLOCK FILES 
A neat folder contain ing 20 pockets 
size 3 ¥., X,1 ¥., in., outer size of folder is 
4x5 inches. Best grade glassine paper 
and blue index bristol cover 

Price 10c each 

Western Stamp Collector 
ALBANY, OREGON 

desirable precancel each month that way. 
Shall I tell you more? 

5c K 0 REA .. Overrun Nation 
Throtl~h a fortunate purchase we can offer top strips of the 5c Korea Flag 
stamps in QtHlotity. 

Top "'arne Strip of 10 .... $ 1.85 
10 Top Name Strips of 10 ... 17.50 

100 Top Name Strips of 10. 150.00 
Top Name Block of 6 1.45 

10 Top Name Blocks of 6 13.50 

100 Top Name Blocks of 6 .. 
Top Xame Block of 4 .. 

10 Top Xame Blocks of 4 
100 Top Xame Blocks of 4 

115.00 
1.20 

11.nn 
100.00 

The above stamps are all very fine and guaranteed satisfactory. Postage extra 
on orders under $7.50-20c. Send for free complete list of sheets in stock. 

MURRAY SIMNOCK & CO. ~ 
116 NASSAU STREET XEW YORK 7, N. Y. 1l1i1\ 
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L E T S 
RATES: k per word. foUr consecutive insertions of same copy 
10c per word. 500 words used at will, $10.00. Cash in advance 
for all adlets, please. References required from new adver
tisers. Display lines 25c per line regardlese of words. 

APPROVALS 
100 REAl. GOOD British Colonies, 25 Cents, 
with Approvals. H. H. Wheeler, 28 Forest 
St., New Britain. Conn. rtf 

FINE lc to 10c Foreign Approvals. Mur
bush, Station A, Indianapolis, 8, Indiana. 

[72 

WHOLE WORLD - General Foreign. 
Selections of good clean stamps which 
should please you. Old and new Issues, 
sets and singles. These selections are 
for Mr. Average Collector and contain 
mostly low and medium priced items. Ref
erence please--Charles Essex, P. O. Box 
1214. Omaha 1. Nebraska. rtf 

MAXY "Hard-to-find Stamps" in my low 
and medium-priced approvals. S . H. 
Shock, 51 Victoria Rd., Asheville, N. Car. 

rtf 

SE:SD WANT LIS'l:S. Am strong in early 
British Colonies. Refe rences please. E. K. 
Allen. 150 South Street, Halifax, Nova 
Scolia. rtf 

100 Stamps 10c Approval Applicants. 
Morris Stamp Company, Box 74, Rock
away. X. J. rtf 

PEN NY APPROVALS - 10 free from 1st 
500 book. K e n Robinson, 234 Glendora, 
Long Beac h. Calif. rtf 

LATI:S AM"ERICAN APPROVALS, built 
to improve Your collection. Red books 
limit 25c per stamp; Green books limit 
$50 .00 per book. Refe rences please. 
John C. Vale, Box 215. Port Orford, Ore
gon. rtf 

GE:SERAL COLLECTORS - Good ap
provals. References please. Powell, Ded
ham, Mass. rtf 

"BY COU:STltY" APPROVALS, one coun
try to a selection. Strong in early issues 
and unusua l values. Stamps range from 
5c up each. Xo want lists but please sug
gest some countries desired. Send for a 
trial selection. Refen:nce please. Earl 
Apfelbaum, 110 S. 18th Street, Philadel
phia 3. Pa. rtf 
FREE I - New Hitler Heads and Venezu
ela Mint Set to approval applicants. Also 
Information regarding free premium offer 
- Scott's $5.00 International Album. 
Global Stamp Service, 1768 No. San 
Joaquin. Stockton 20. Calif. rtf 

NORTH & SOUTH American Stamps on 
approval and a nice Premium Packet of 
llO dll'terent stamps, includes Pictorials, 
Airmails, Triangle, etc., for 10c. F. L. 
Thrasher, Macedon, N . Y. [68 

EARX STA)lP Dividends. Details with 
first approvals. H. W. Armstrong, 4261 
Chester Drh"e, Youngstown 7, Ohio. rtf 

GIVEN-Packet of Mexican mint stamps 
to approval applicants. Frances Flowers, 
Valley Courts, McAllen, Texas. [68 

FREE - Latest style perforation guage 
given appilcants for my penny approvals. 
Moumblow, HO Hegney, Bronx 56. rtf 

SUPERIOR QUALITY STAMPS. Large 
selection mint and hard to get copies, new 
Issue sets on approval. Southern Stamp 
Exchange, Box 6286, New Orleans 16, 
I~ [68 

OUT OF THI!! WORLD! No, but my 
approvals have real down to earth qua
lity Mint set Free to New Applicants. 
Reference. B. I. McGowan, 10751 E. Col
fax. Denver 8, Colorado. [tt 

"APPROVAL SERVICE"-Free premium 
to new customers. Plellse furnish refer
ences with Initial order. Hollingsworth. 
Box 277M. Forest Hllla. N. Y. rtf 

X-OURS FOR O:SLY A DI::uE - The first 
of the famous d og stamps, :-;rewfoundland 
#56. A beautiful mint COpy of this 68 
year old classic is yours If you Bend a 
dime and a,sk for my British Empire ap
provals. Please includp rpferen('es. Max
ham M . Met"". If, 649% Woodcrelrt Ave .. 
Philadelphia 31. P a. rtf 

APPRO'·.-\Ll'I d esilffi ed t o fill in those 
empty spaces. Britis h Colonies-Latin 
America - Ge n e ra l F o r e ilffi. Contains 
many n e w e r issues. R e f er en ces please. 
·Wm. Launder 20 S elwyn R oad. Belmont, 
)[-ss [71 

:'\ICARAG("'\ =C2 61-2 10c with my Latin 
~ .n· Tican approvals. Robert Wilks, 10 
::.ragnolia Street, Be"erly, Mass. 
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ATTRACTIVE APPROVALS for the !"en
eral collector. Books arranged by coun
tries. References please. Ernest Holmberg, 
1707 Harney St., Omaha 2, Nebraska. rtf 

,\ PP ROV ALS of better grade fqr serious 
advanced collectors. Valuable selections 
of United States and world wide sent to 
business and professional men and others, 
with good commercial references. The 
stamps you are seeking, priced right. P. 
B. McKinney, E lsie, Michigan. rtf 

OUR REGULAR customers get all Wash
ington, D. C. First Day Covers Free. 
Our Approval Books are seldom equaled. 
\Vrite for you r s today-U. S . or Foreign. 
Leander Stamp Company, 1862 Ingle
side Terrace, N. W .. Washington 10 D. C . 

SURPIUSE PACl{ETS-To introduce our 
penny approvals to new customers we 
have made up a packet of unsurpassed 
value for the small sum of 25c or will 
accept 75 recent large U. S. Commems. In 
good condition. Every stamp will cat. 
from 4c up. Each packet will contain 
from 10 to 25 different stamps. Imperial, 
D ept. l\IW, 1724A Queen W., Toronto 3.1 
Canada. [6~ 

A DOLLAR FOR A DDIE! Sounds fan
tastic but it's true. We've assembled 
packets containing 20 to 25 stamps having 
a total catalog value of $1.00. Each 
stamp catalogs for at least 4c. We'll 
send one of these packets for only 10c 
to general collectors requesting low and 
medium priced foreign approvals. We're 
betting 10 to 1 you'll be more than 
pl eased. Merit Stamp & Supply Co., Box 
Ill, East Chicago, Indiana. [69 

rXTRODUCTORY OFFER - To adults 
requesting our fine foreign approvals, we 
will send for $2.00 postpaid the following 
7 complete mint sets. Togeth er 34 fine 
stamps. Bolivia No. 281-87, Canada No. 
211-16, Chile No. 238-39, Costa Rica No. 
219-23, Curacao No. 164-69, Haiti No. RA 
1-4 and Uruguay No. B 1-4. Admiral 
Stamp Co., 125-21 Hillside Ave., Rich
mond Hill 18, N. Y. [68 

SWITZERLAND B137-40 P r ojuventute, 
hcautiful item. 40c with approvals to se
rious collectors. References. Phlllp L . 
'White, Box 511, Torrington, Conn. [69 

.5 DIFFERENT Mint Blocks, 5 different 
mint singles, 5 different used blocks, with 
a ppro\'als only $1.00. Dr. Nelson, River
dale. Maryland. [tf 

I'E~XY APPRO\" ALS - Myron Hare, 
Bonne Terre, Missouri. [70 

)IIXT WILL ROGERS from Nicaragua. 
The ('omple te set sent approval applicants 
for 3c postage. Brown Stamp Company, 
1901B E. Powell Ave., Evansville 14, Ind. 

. [70 

CANADIAN APPROVALS-low and me
dium priced. The Columbian Stamp Com
pany, 61 Auburn Road, West Hartford, 
Conn . [70 

r CA X SUPPLY good approvals of all 
Central &. South American countries. at 
reaso!'lable prices. In what coun tries are 
you interested? C. H. John, 821 S. W. 
18th Ave., Miami 35, Florida. [68 

FREE NEW ISSUES Just Received to 
new applicants for our new and recent 
issues on approval. References please. 
The Paci(\c Stamp Agency, 2486 42nd 
A,"e .. San Francisco 16, Calif. [70 

CORONATIONS: - One colony complete 
only 10c with desirable approvals. Pri('e 
Stamp Co., 2521 122nd St., College Point, 
X . Y . [79 

WHY :SOT I:SYEST while you collect? 
,"ew Issues are cheap when issued-much 
hi gh e r in a few years. Co-op Stamps, 
P . n. B ox 26. D e troit 31. Mich. 

FRF.E "HYGRADE PACKET" of Fine 
Quality. to Approval Applicants. Earl C. 
rrno l{. 268 ~[ain St.. Sau~erties, N. Y. [71 

ATTRACTIVE APPRO\"ALS for be~in
n pr o r advanced collector. Randall, Dan
' "ill e . X. Y. [71 
FREE GIFTS to serious approval appli 
ca n t s - singles - short sets - inex
p ensive. Want lists filled. Sherman 
Sta mps. 14 Caryl Ave., Yonkers 5, N.Y.[71 
FIFTY CA:SADIAN. Newfoundland, in 
cluding earlies, commemoratives, 10c Ap
provals. Dan Reid. 696 Gerrard Street 
East, Toronto. [71 
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HEJtE'S HOW THIS BARGAIN WAS 
BORN - We handle on approvals only 
stamps of Argentine, Austria, British Co
lonies, Canada, Czechoslovakia, Denmark, 
Finland, Iceland, Jugo, Norway, Romania, 
Sweden, and used Airs, as well as U. S. 
In buying collections, accumulations, and 
lots. we are bound to accumulate mint 
and used stamps from other countries for 
which we have no other outlet than to' 
throw them into a box, shake them up and 
make up into our Super-Gambler packet; 
the number in each packet is never less 
than 200. never more than 210, mint and 
used, and we Guarantee each packet has 
a minmimum Scott catalogue value of 
$18 .50 and all stamps g uaranteed genuine, 
no reprints, nor U. S. stamps included
all foreign-you may even find stamps 
from Our countries-where we have sur
pluses. Sold one packet to a customer on 
a guaranteed money-back basis providing 
you furnish references and tell us which 
approvals to send with the Super-Gambler 
bargain at $3 postpaid, insured. Quantity 
limited. Robert E. Ramsay, Box D, Brain
ard, N. Y. 

WHOLESALE 
EVERY STAlJP DEAI,ER needs the 
"Stamp Wholesaler" - World's Largest 
Stamp-Trade Journal - 21 Issues $2.00 
(to stamp dealers only) . Stamp Whole
saler, Dept. 8-K, Burlington, Vermont. rtf 

B. N . A. L946 WHOLESALE Catalogue. 
Free to dealers only. J. N. Sis"ons, 204 
Glenro~e Ave., Toronto. en nnda . rtf 

WHOLESALE PRICE LIl'IT for dealers 
only. Thousands of Illustrated offers -
sets, singles, rarities, collections. pack
ets, etc. (No post cards, please. ) Stamp 
Export, 130 West 42nd, New York 18. rtf 

UNLOADING U. S. Commemoratives, high 
values, etc. 'Packet $I 0.00. Money-back 
guarantee. Jules Kleinman, 25 - 31 -T 30th 
Road, Long Island City 2. New York. rtf 

NE W 1945 Illustrated Wholesale Price 
List covering over 100 countries, free upon 
r equest. Palm Stamp Co., Box 29, Miami 
I, Fla. [tt 

NEW SPECIAL OFFERS R eady! New 
issues, British Colonies, Airmails, Bel
gium, Congo, France, Germany, Russia, 
sets and singles. S. Serebrakian, Hotel 
Astor, New York 19. rtf 

UNITED STATES list free to dealers. 
Navarre, 116 Nassalj, New York 7. rtf 
MEXICO'S Packages, Mixtures, Stamps, 
mint and used, also other countries. Price 
ilst No. 25 free. Agustin Diener, Juan 
Dela Barrera 64, Mexico, D. }<' . rtf 

MEXICO - Write for Bulletin #3 now 
ready. Hundreds of bargains. Enrique 
Herschkowitz, Palma 45, Mexico, D . F . 

rtf 
DEALERS Wholesale List. Large variety. 
Postage 3c. Frank's, 5031 Queensberry, 
Baltimore 15, Md. [eow68 

50c I'UTS DEALERS on our wholesale 
mailing list for year. Deductible on tlrst 
order. Grossman, 1.00-A West 42nd, New 
York 18. [eow2 

PRECANCELS 
THOUSAND mixed $1.53, 250 different 
Bureaus $1.00. Navarre, 116 Nassau, 
Kew York 7. rtf 

BIG BARGAIX! 300 all different U. S 
precancels (no Chicago or' New York 
City) , also 64-page precancel price list 
and 32-page copy of "Precancel Optimist" 
-all for $1.00! Gunesch Precancel House, 
30 West Washington St., Chicago 2, Illi
n~a rtf 

CENSORED COVERS 
15 CENSORED "COVERS for $1.00. All 
different countries. Satisfaction or money 
back. Liberty Circle, 127 Nassau St., New 
Y"rk 7 rtf 

CANADA 
CANADA 30 diff. coils $1.00; 135 diff. 
postage stamps $2.00. Canada and New
foundlanrl want lists filled. Mount Royal 
Stamp Co.. 1473 McGill College Ave .. 
Montreal, Canada. rtf 

CAN ADA IIITNT at face. List 3c. Frank 
Herget, 2644 Bailey, Buffalo, N. Y. rtf 

December 24, 1945 



U. S. Notes and Comments 
(Co~ltinUl!d from Page -19) 

1869 15c REISSUE 
PART PERFORATE 

Students of our early stamps have 
known for many years that the 15c 
1869 reissue, Scott's #129, existed 
imperforate horizontally. Only sin
gle copies have been found, but these 
generally had large margins top and 

bottom, which led us to believe that 
at least one sheet was cut up int'o 
singles and distributed with the bal
ance of the set at the time when they 
were sold in 1876. In the Green 
Sale, conducted by Irwin Heiman on 
January 8th, there was a single copy 
of this stamp showing enormous mar
gins at the bottom and the large sheet 
margin with part of imprint and 
plate number # 82 at the top. This 

stamp proves pretty conclusively that 
these stamps from this sheet are ac
tually part pcrf. varieties. 

Dr. N. P. McGuy is General Chairman 
for the 1 th Annual Exhibition and 
Bourse of the Clevelalld (Ohio) St'lmp 
Clnb to be held nt IIotel IIollenden. Feb
ruary 2nd an d 3rd. Dcalers mny nrrnnge 
for bourse tables by contnctinp; Emmett 
N. Onp:, Room 700, llanna Bldg., Cleve
land, Ohio.- H oMER C. LANDIS. 



The collector who buys 
for potential profit re
quires expert opinIOn 
and advice. Both are at 
your command. 

ranc orange. u lOW was 
tbat H was going to be scarce? It is now 
selling for from 200 to 800 francs in 
Puris. 
Wben I left the post office I found my

self stopping passerby asking them to 
direct me to someone who collected stumps. 
I found one who was also a harber. He 
lurned out to be a pleasant sort of chap 
with a nice wife and two children, a boy 
and a girl. The girl studied the violin. 
The boy, like his father, collected stamps. 
And the pride with which father and son 
prcsented their collections for my view 
was a .ioy to see. Beau tiful albums, rna/!-
niflccntly mounted and written up. Senior 

Ize quantity were printed.) 
fund If sold out. 

1 r
Full re-

Lllleri ... 1l1>8tnge, 20c I Liberia flr.t day 
cover 110stnge Bnd air, S4.110. U. 8. 
complete, 18 c. [74 

LEE STAMPS 
GREAT NECK, NEW YORK 

Recent Used Blocks 
Brighten up that dull album page with 
this offering of Twelve lteccJlt Used 
Blocl,s, a ll very tine. These are all 
eommemoratives, and Inelu?-e 1e, 2e, 3e 



United States 
Notes and Comments 

BY: PHILIP H. WARD, JR. 

MORE ABOUT THOSE PROOFS 

The "Chicago Tribune" for J anu
ary 4th devoted a column and a half 
to an article from their New York 
press service regarding our recent 
remarks on the Roosevelt proofs. 
. They quote the :article in full and 
follow it by remarks from Mr. Earl 
R. Koons, Attornny for the estate of 
the late President Roosevelt. Under 
date of January 3rd Mr. Koons 
"agreed that the stamps to be auc
tioned include die proofs, but con
tended they were personal gifts and 
not government property. Koons 
said they were given to Mr. Roose
velt by James Farley, former post
master general, and others, including 
employes of the government engrav
ing bureau, "because they knew him 
to be an ardent philatelist". "Since 
they were unsolicited gifts presented 
on a purely personal basis, they can
not be regarded as government prop
,erty", Koon's asserted. "Executors 
of the estate have no choice but to 
sell everything in the stamp collec
tion. We 100k6d into the legal 
aspects of the matter and found no 
basis for not selling the stamps. The 
question of ownership of die proofs 
never has been tested in a lawsuit." 

In other words, there is even doubt 
in their own mind as to title to these 
proofs and they seem to think that 
because they were given to the Presi
dent by Mr. Farley and by the Bu
reau of Engraving and Printing that 
for this reason, title is clear. \Ve ask 
the question if any individual has 
the right to give away government 
property and if they do not have 
clear title when they give it away, is 
the estate of the late President in a 
position to give clear title to the pur
chases at auction? In order to clear 

u. 
UNUSED - o. o. 

1:'349 Line pr.-centered L. .... $ 4.711 
350 Paste-up pr.-F. . ....... 12.5& 
353 PI'. 2 mm.-V. F. ........ 11.5& 
355 Pr.-V. F. ...... . ....... B.1I0 
385 Pr.-V. F. ......... . .... 2.110 
386 Pr.-F. . . . . . . . . . . . . 3.00 
387 Lhle pr.-V. F. ...... . 6.1i0 
:r88 PI'. 3 mm .. beautltu\Jy cen-

tered. but slightly thin 
under hinge ...... .. 3:1.00 

391 Line pr.-V. F. .... . .. S.1I0 
393 Pr.-V. F. 3.50 
394 PI'. 3 mm.-V. F. . 3.00 
394 Pr. 2 mm. Red violet-F. 4.00 

ROBERT FULTON STAMP COMPANY 
t005 Chestnut St.. PhiladelphIa 7. Pa. 

January 21, 1946 

up this T[fotint for the benefit ot our 
readers, we have addressed a letter 
to Mr. IBernl!rd Harmer, asking if 
the es t<1te will give a warranty of 
title t () the purchases of these proofs. 
A co py of the letter was sent to ]\[r. 
Basll O'Connor (we believe Mr. 
Ko,o'lls just mentioned, is associated 
with Mr. O'Connor). 

Buyers of these stamps do not 
'Want lawsuits on their hands to set
itle title, which would necessitate a 
,vast expenditure not only in fighting 
fthe government if they elaimed them, 
lbut also in pressing claims against 
lthe estate. We, therefore, feel it 
:should all be cleared up before the 
:stamps are sold. Our article was 
<copied by several other columns, in 
<eluding the "New York Times", and 
'publicity was given by O'Donnell ip 
his column in numerous papers 
throughout the country. 

Congressman George A. Dondero 
of Michigan writes one of his con
stituents: "I heartily agree with the 
article and believe these proofs, dies, 
etc., should be returned to the United 
States government and that they 
should not be a part of any private 
ollection, whether it is an official of 

tIle government or a private individ
uaL" An important officer of one of 
the larger banks in New York wants 
m know what is holding back the 
Department of Justice and the F. B. 
1. A well-known Philadelphia col
.lector writes that he has disregarded 
this group of collecting, for he had 
understood the level of ethics in dis
tributing them was typical of the 
inner circle. An important collector 
from Georgia writes Senator George 
;at 'Washington: "If such proofs were 
taken in response to a request of the. 
President, in his capacity as Presi
dent, it would again seem to me that 
!they were the property of the public 
and not of the individual who at the 
moment held our highest office. We> 
cannot think that a man in such a 
high position would debase hTmsel£ 
to the extent of having such proofs 
struck as a personal favor since it 
fould be equally, on this baosis, a 

IMPORTANT NOTICE 
Marquette Album Users 

The 1940-45 pages for The Uar
quette Sectional AlbeDl &A a_liable 
aJI follows : 
United State. Po.ta~, H pages, 

Space No. 1031 to Roowevelt 
Serlee Inclusive. poet tree .At Ue 

U . S. Sec. 2, 4 pages Spec. Del. . At lie 
U. S. Sec. 2, 4 pe.gell AIr MaJ.! .. At lie 
U. 8. Sec. 3, 6 pages Duck.a . . .At lie 

R emit In 1e, 2e, or e lltampa tor the 
pages desired. 

United St C I. W. HO!f:aO" 
amp O.()HIOAOO ',ILL. 

MEK EL'~ WE:~~Y 

. ANTED! 
We buy all kinds of 
collections and accu· 
mulations of postage 
stamps, provided they 
are worth $50 or 
more. Send for out 
free booklet, "If ¥\)u 
Have Starn ps to ·Sell" 
deocriblng \)u t fre~ 
appraisals, top prices 
and pro II; payments. 
Read IJIt 10r your pro
tectllm before you sell. 
Se1lit Free on Request. 

H. E. HAR.RIS & CO. 
'IIfans!t Buildrlfl! • Boston 17, Mass • 

: Ifmple rmDtter to have a few bills of 
I:AJrgt! .&It:nomination struck off to en
ken- a collection until conditiuns at 

OllIe Ister date dictated their use for 
'Purposes other than being exhibited 
lIn a ~ction." .)\ Professor, who 
fuas ~l'vea fifty years at one of the 
South's lea(Ilttg universities, believes 
tlihat the pl'~fs could be recovered by 
1illle Itl'ue "Owner, the United Stlltes 
,wlhene~r and wherever founc!l. ' 

W<e 'have not received a 'Single com
lIDrtmkation among the (ilooens that 
lhav~ reached our desk, <londoning the 
;&cbon of the estate in selling these 
'proofs for their o~ financial gain 
rather than place them at Hyde Park 
for exhiMtion. 

A mCiSt interesting story comes 
from M.r. (&orge P. Smith, told him 
by the, la~ G. F. C. Smillie one of 
the worM's great portrait en~ravers. 
:\fr. Smillie was employed by the 
'Bu,teau of Engraving lind Printing 
fo t m3.uy years. At the time each 
Dew Presi-lB.:enit took office it was one 
()f his du.ties tQ engrave; portrait of 
the new President. When each of 
these 'di.:iferent engravings were com
pieted., Mr. Smillie took several to 
!b~ new President to be signed, for 
lhlRllself and the others for several 
friends. When he presented them to 
~he late Theodore Roosevelt, he was 
Ulformed that while the President 
'Would, under ordinary circumstances 
gladly sign the engravings he felt 
that these were the property of the 
United States and he did not feel 
that Mr. Smillir had a right to them. 

(Continued on Page ()r) 

THE 49th S ' T ? 
HAWAII 

Now Is the Time To Buy These 
Handsome & Interesting Stamps 
Our Stock, of Hawaii is one of the 

~rgest; we can supplY' nearly. everY 
"ta,mp from Scott's #30 to #0,&. 

Send Us a list o~ the stamJ,ls you 
~h,.j?1 bllY, remltUng 15% of catalog 
"Gooq". Il'e" andj 35 % <;If c;:e,talog for 

YotU' order win go forward, promptly. 



~. 

SPECIAL OFFERS 
For U. S. Collectors 

(1) 100 u. S. Commemoratives ... $1.00 
(2) 40 Diff. U. S. Post.,1851-1900 . 1.00 
(3) 500 u. S. (100 Var.) 1861-1937 .. 1.00 
(4) 40 Diff. U. S. Revs. 1861-1917 . 1.00 
(5) 30 Diff. U. S. Postage Dues .. 1.00 
(6) 20 Dift. U. S. Airs & Spl's 1.00 
(7) 40 Diff. U. S. Cut Squares ... 1.00 
(8) 8 Diff. U. S. Departments . ... 1.00 
(9) 20 Diff. Canal Zone . . . . .. 1.00 

(10) 15 Diff. U. S. Telegraph Stamps 1.00 
(11) 12 old U.S. Covers (8v.) 1851-88 1.00 
(12) 20 Diff. U. S. Covers 1.00 
(13) 12 old U. S. Space Fillers . .. 1.00 

Any 12 For $10. Free U. S. List. 
CLEVELAND CADY, ' Tenafly, N. J. 

Austria, Vi e).Vs (10) .40 
China, Air Bombardment (4) .75 
Luxembourg, Nazi Victims (4) .6 5 
Netherland., Charit~· Children (5) .21 
St. Pierre, Provisionals (8) 2.50 
Salvador, Airmail (2) .15 
S. W. Africa, Victory (6) .30 

Postage required with orders under 
$1.00. 

GENERAL 'STANIP; 'CO~; 
'. . . ·L. " TANKE;L~~~ .• ::';:':~~"~'{ 

100 NASSAU STR~ET\ .t: . N~ Y.' c:.-:;'(l ) 

1946 Used Air Mail 
PRIOE AND CHECK LIST 

Now available plus all issues of the 
Philatelic Trends, the paper everyone i8 
talking about. Price 50c but deductible 
from the first order of $5. Complied, Pub
lished and Issued exclusively by [tf 

GEORGE HERZOG 
.68 NSIS8U St., N. Y. O. 7 

CHINA 
"1945 $1, $2, #261A·262A ...... $ .06 
01940-41 50c, #356 ... ..... ..... .015 
1941 1c to $1, #411-20 ..... (10) 1.35 

Complete list with orders. 
Satisfaction or refund. [73 

FRED S. MARTIN, Greene, N. Y. 

ESQUIRE'S SPECIALS 
Plllrrlm I ...... ~llllt Set, 548- 4tl 70 

1I48-1550, t'lne of' • 

This offer to approval applicants des ir
inK belt~r grade C. S. (Slale used or 
mint). Reference please. 

Esquire Stamp Co 154 Na .... n St., 
• Nt>w York 7, N. \'. 

Say MEKEEL'S to Advertisers 

USED AIRMAilS OF PERU 
C1 4.00 C22 .03 C46 .03 
C2 .16 C23 .35 C47 .03 
C3 .... 22.00 C24 .08 C48 .45 
C4 .16 C25 1.30 C49 .02 
C6 .30 C2.6 .06 CoO .02 
C6 .15 C21 .06 C51 .05 
C7 .25 C29 .20 C52 .02 
C8 .45 cao 1.50 C53 .02 
C9 .80 C31 .20 (;1;4 .10 
C10 1.25 C32 .20 C55 .05 
Cll 3.00 C33 .08 C56 .05 
C12 6.85 C35 .18 C57 .55 
C13 .25 C36 1.50 C58 .15 
C14 .05 C37 .20 C59 .30 
CIS .15 C38 .,75 CGO .40 
C16 .04 C40 .20 C61 3.00 
C17 .03 C41 .l~ CO2 .44 
C18 .06 C42 1.25 C~3 1.25 
C19 .04 C43 1.50 C64 .7 0 
C20 .05 C44 2.00 C65 .04 
C21 .10 C4!) .O~ 

Most 'other countries just as complete, 
Send your wantlist. 

AV I 0 N 
403 West 115, New l.'Qrk 25, N. Y. 

ra~e 59 

Airing The Air Mail 
We note in the fifty-first supplement 

to the 1942 S tand a rd Catalogut! of Air 
Post Stamps which apeared in the Dec
cember 1945 issue of Scott's Monthly 
J ourna!, Page 317, under the heading 
Chronicle Par Standard Catalogue Of Air 
Stamps, a set of 9 Russian stamps pIctur
ing various Russian planes, listed under 
numbers 993 to 1001, without any prefix 
before these numbers. In the last few 
years, we were made to understand that 
any listing without designating letters 
before a number, meant a plain postage 
stamp, all Air Mails would be designated 
with a prefix of C or Cll or RAC. 

The very fact that this set appears un
der the heading as described above, and 
in a section that is reserved exclusively 
for air mails is e\'idence enough that the 
Editors intended all concerned to know, 
that they were designating air mails. 
So why confuse everyone by not giving 
the listings a C number as all Air Mail 
stamps are designated. Why not try to 
simplify the catalogue instead of just the 
contrary. 

In last week's column we told about the 
70c Liberian Air Mail stamp picturing 
President Roosevelt inspecting troops. 
The stamp has been manipUlated into the 
hands of speculators. This week these 
people discovered lhat this columnist's 
uncovered the neW's, and they tried to 
stop the publicity. They threatened to 
leave this columnist out of any further 
deals, like this smelly one, and when they 
were told that we did not want any part 
of such deals, other veiled threats were 
whispered. We feel that it is our duty to 
inform every philatelist of whatever 
facts we know, and when any individual 
grouDS of such people combine to mulch 
individual colleclors or try to kIll the 
finest hobby there is, we shall do so. 

However, even thin/!s of this sort have 
a silver lining, for in discussing this very 
subject with a lawyer of high standing 
and one who has a very wide and varied 
experience in philately, and knows the 
trade intimately, we believe that we have 
found a satisfactory safeguard against 
the abuses in the trade, which definitely 
exist and a way for the collector to pro
tect himself fr!1m heing made a sucker 
of. 'Ve ha~e already started work on 
ihis nroject. and as soon as it is ready, 
it will be laid before the Philatelic Public, 
the A. S. D. A. and every omanization 
that is interested in keeping philately on 
a higher plane, than it exists on today. 

Guatemala Remainders 
Guatemala.- Destruction of remain

ders is always good news. The Guate
malan authorit ies have made a bonfire of 
Ullsold stocks of the 1938 First American 
Philatelic Exhibition stamps, both Ordi
nary Air Mail and Official sets. Quan
tities destroyed were as follows 

Ordima)·y. Optd. "OnCIAL". 
1c. 295008 
2c. 315,307 80,477 
3c. 319,199 80,385 
4c. 222,212 41,627 
5c. 22l.907 41.821 
1 Dc. 172,647 41,917 

At the same time a balance of 1782 
conies of the 1 quetzal postage stamp of 
1937 was destroyed. 

-Gibbona Monthlv 

MEl(EEL'S WEEKLY 

USED AIRMAilS OF MEXICO 
-.-~ • '0 

..,"'f: :-

• 

Look them over - H. dif
ferent! 

It you collect USED AJM!, 
you're sure to need soms ot 
these. 

Prices? You should see the 
way prlcea In llexloo have 
eky-rocketed. 

The wise collector will buy 
these NO\V ... while pricetl 
are still reasonable. 

CIa 6.75 C61 .20 C98 .10 C130 .04 
C2 .06 C02 ,4 - ';99 .40 Cl36 .06 
C3 .05 C62 .0: ';100 .02 Cl3B .OS 
C4 .06 C64 .6& CI01 .OS Cl39 .40 
Co .10 C66 .O~ -'::102 .25 Cl40 2.00 
C6 .20 C66 .'J: CI03 .10 CHI 3.75 
C7 .25 C67 .02 CI04 .06 C142 12.00 
('8 .30 CG8 .0. C105 .05 CH4 .10 
('9 .90 C69 .0' Cl06 .90 C145 .36 
C10 .90 C70 .0: C108 .05 C146 1.66 
Cll .03 C7l .0' CI09 .10 Cl47 3.30 
C12 .05 C72 .02 CUO .30 C148 7.50 
C13 .05 C73 .11 Clll .06 Cl49 .10 
C14 .1 ~ C74 1.51 C1l2 .15 C150 .35 
C15 .12 C75 1.2 ; Cll3 .40 Cl51 1.75 
C16 .50 C76 .or C1l4 .05 Cl52 3.30 
Cl7 .20 C77 .OF Cll6 .15 C153 9.00 
C18 3.00 C78 .or Cll6.40 COl .60 
C19 5.25 C79 .30 Cll7 .06 C02 1.20 
C20 .02 C80 .3~ C1l8 .12 COll .IS 
C21 .03 C81 .01 C1l9 .35 C012 1.26 
C22 .02 C82 .o r C120 .05 C013 .66 
C23 .02 CS3 .10 C121 .15 COB .66 
C24 .35 C84 .3fi Cl22 .30 C016 .75 
C25 .18 C85 .07 C123 .10 C016 .75 
C26 .20 C87 .60 C124 .15 COl7 .12 
C28 .18 C88 .60 Cl25 040 COl9 .75 
C37 .30 C89 .75 C126 .05 C022 .20 
C38 1.75 C90 .75 Cl27 .12 C023 .20 
C39 .03 C9l .10 C128 .40 C024 .75 
C45 .~4 C92 .20 ('129 .05 C025 .18 
C46 1.00 cn .46 C130 .12 C026 .18 
C47 .16 C94 .08 C131.40 C027 .66 
C48 2.50 C95 .15 ('132 .02 C028 .65 
C49 .05 C96 .40 C133 .02 C029 .70 
C50 .70 C97 .04 C134 .01 C030 10.00 

5% Discount on Purchase of $10. or 
more from this ad. I solicit your want 
lists on used alrmalls or will be g ad to 
send my regular books of used airs on 
approval to those known to me or upon 
receipt of the proper references. 

DEALERS: Send for wholesale lists, 
mostly used airs. (Sent only to bonafide 
dealers, writing on their letterheads.) 

Donald A. Howe 3~~p~~~~!. =~ 
"Stampe?-and Howe!" 

Post Office Meters 
By W. M. SWAN 

According to an official news release of 
the Pitney Bowes, Inc., of November 
29th, 1945, there was installed in larp:e 
city Post Offices some 250 new P. O. 
Meters for handling parcel post. 

In the past each year at Christmas 
time several meters were in use tem
porarily and saw about one month's 
service. This practice started in 1940 
and has been the rule for the past five 
years. 
. This modernization pro!!"l'am of the U. 
S. Post Office Dept. undoubtedly will 
cause many stamp collectors to say 
words about the postage meters that will 
not hear printing. The postap;e meter 
stamp is not popular, due to the enve)
one strip which is collected wIth the 
stamp imprinted on same, BUT the P. 
0, Meter stamps are on tapes and these 
are adhesives with g-um and perforationB, 
so TAPES of postage meter stamps may 
some day be cnllected ardently by many 
collectors. Many prominent ''Stamp 
Collectors" in the past have more or Ie8's 
secretively saved all metered mail that 
came their way. One chap now de
ceased and a prominent man had hl8 
stamp collection sold by a big name 
Auctioneer, but his meters were given 
to a church missionary as a gift, who in 
turn sold it for a very low sum. This 
shows that many who collect meters 
without publicity may really have some
thinp; without the Phllometrlc world 
knowing anything about it. . . 

JAnuary 21, 1946 



United States 
Notes and Comments 

BY PHILIP H. WARD, JR. 

THE ROOSEVELT PROOFS 

Numerous additional letters and 
clippings from the daily papers in 
regards to the sale of Hoose\'elt 
proofs are reaching our desk. \Ve 
see that one of our stamp papers 
carries an article of several pages on 
the subj ect, which does nothing more 
than cloud the issue. \Ve are only 
asking if the estate will give a war
ranty of title to the proofs and as yet 
we have received no reply. 

We phoned 1\11'. Koons today 
(January 21st) and he informed us 
that they were simply selling the 
stamps for the estate and that he 
could not reply 'ycs' or 'no'. He 
suggcsted that I write a letter direct 
to the executors and that they wO'lld 
undoubtedly r eply in short order. 
The reply will possibly arrive too 
late for the information to appear in 
print before their sale but those in
terested may have a copy of the let
ter as soon as received so that they 
!,Jay be guided in their purchases. 

An editorial on the subject has ap
peared in "Stamps" to which we had 
intended replying, 1\11'. Cvril F. 
Dos Passos, however, has wrilten Mr. 
Harry L. Lindquis t under date of 
January 20th upon the subject, and 
we are quoting his letter as it pre
sents our opinion on the subject much 
clearer than any words of our own. 

CHI N 
Attractive sets of this most 

interesting country 
All complete, and all Mint 

unless other",ls .. nn:ed 
U.S. Constltl1tion Issue, used with ]st 

Day cancel ;;:334-7 (4) 50.83 
Thrift Issue $40-$109 #469-471 

(3) ~.60 
Sl1n Y,.t Sell 20th Anniversary 

Memorial 2-$30, #477-482 (r.) 1."0 
Lln Sen ~Iemorial (6) 1.3:1 
Chang R ai !,hck Inau~uratlon (r.) .8;; 
Victory (1945) - $~"-'1nO (-I) 1.25 
Airmail-ftC31-4'l. Chun~kln'l' 

print, Issued without ~um (10) 1.35 
Shlloghni SurC'har,;e. (1945) 

- green (Japan('se), black 
(Liberation) oYerprlnts (7) 

~20-, 1000 .25 
i\(ilitary Stamps. ;;:;\12. 4-8, I] (7) .80 

FROM OCCUPIED CHINA 
Xanlclng puppet go,·t.-set of 4 beau-

tiful pictorials .~O 
~-orUl China puppet goYt.-Fiftth 

Annh'ersary Commemorat\\'es (4).73 
North Chinn puppet go\'t.--com

memorating increase in indus-
trial,. produC'tion (1) ,12 
One df each of all the spts 1I8ted 

abo..... Sl1.GO 
POSTAGE EXTRA on order" 

under ~2 

ROBERT FULTON STAMP COMPANY 
1005 Chestnut St .. Phila 7, Po. 

XOTE from the "'e told you so De
partment: The 1945 Treaty ~et is now 
bemg bought up by speculators and 
shipped back to China. 

IF YOU HAVE STAMPS TO SELL 
Send for Our Free "Buy Booklet" ! 

Gr.-TLL.'.lI N: This is to acknowledge receipt 
of )'our check for Sr36.00 in full pa) ment for 
n1\' mint sheet collectIOn. 1\.11' wife and I were 
morc th;m plca~ed with l'Our prompt, courteous 
service reur/cred liS III tllC sale of these stamps. 
It. \1 JS a plc SIlfC dealing by mail and in person 
mtll 10m re ),escntah·c. Please ieel sure that 
1 ,Ilall be cv~r 1,il/llIg to recommend your com
pally to all} of Tlly friencis who wisll to buy or sell 
St31llPS . . . Very truly yours, CHARLES R. 
TUR.-ER, 66-37 Forest Ave., Brooklyn 27, New 
York. 

\Vc are pleased to reprint the above unsolicited letter from Mr. C. R. 
Turner, whose portrait appears at the right. This letter is one of hundreds 
of gr:Jtifyin~ testimonials which we have received from collectors who have 
10ilnd our :JFlxaisals entirely satisfactory. 

To replenish ol'r cxtensive rctail stocks we are constantly buying - at 
gel' rOl, p.:l -- collections and :Jccumulations of postagc stamps, provided 
they,re I orth $50 or JOt re .... Our frce appraisals, top prices and prompt 
PJ} !Dents - ,ith no hnggling or delays - have made us innumerable fricnds 
among collec'.ors with stamps to sell .... Send for our free booklet of 
,,]Iuable infom 1110n, "If Y ~u Have Stamps to Sell", and read it for your 
O\"n protectIOn before dispOSIng of your collection. 

H. E. HARRIS & CO. 
World's Largest Buyers of Stamp CoUectiom 

Transit Building, 108 Mass. Avenue, Boston 17, Mass. 

"SPECIAL DELIVERY 
January 20, 1946 

:'>lr. H. L. Lindquist, Publisher 
Slamps 
2 West 46th S treet 
New York 19, New York 
Dear Mr. Lindquist: 

T have read the editorial in Stamps for 
,haual'\' ]9, 1916 entitled" What is the 
ll1oLi\'c?" to which the onlv answer ex
pressly given is "YOl' ask }:ourself." The 
implied answer to the question is that the 
"philatelic writer", to whom reference is 
made, has some political motive but no
where in the editorial is there presented 
t hl" ~ljj!h! est shred of e\'idence estabJish
iuf" thllt fnct. Indeed, the "philatelic 
wrh~r" is a man of the highest reputation 
and integrity. To open an editorial with 
.'ueh an unsupported inference does not 
lead one to expcct that real facts and 
In.dcal reasoning will follow. One wbo 
att[lcks another's "motive" usually has no 
'"pr~' stronl!' case of his own. 

The editorial itself concerns "The 

MPORTA 

Unltf'd Rtnt{'" Po_tn.-e. 
Rpace ,TO. 1031 to 
Series Inc1uslye, post free 

('. R. Sec. 2, 4 pages Spec. Del. 
l', !'i'. Sec 2, 4 pages Air Mail 
r. !'\. Sec. ~. (j pageR Duckg 

Rf"'TT it in 1 t', 2~. or 3(' gta:rnp!' 
j)af'e~ .]".Irpn. 

UNITED STAMP CO. ~~n;;\:gg 

presence in his (F. D. Roosevelt's) col
lection of some die proofs of U. S. 
stamps .. . . " Most assuredly there are 
"some" dic proofs in that collection -
just about $10,000.00 worth, Perhaps 
"quite some"would have been Q more ap
propriatc expression for the editorial 
writer to have used. 

But asid e from this the real questions 
before the philatelic world today are sim
ple. They are, first - to whom did these 
di!' proof'S belon/!,' before t hey were ac
quired by F. D. Roosevelt? and, secondly 
- how did he acquire them? To the first 
question lhe answer is clear - they be-
longed to the United States of America. 
To the second question the answer is 
equally clear, although the d etails may be 
unknown at present. He received them 
from their custod ian or they were given 
to him by the Postmaster General or 
some subordinate official of the Govern
ment. That much being settled' beyond 
dispute, a third question arises - did Mr. 
Roosevelt have the authority to receive 

(Continued on Pag~ {16) 
.----= 
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SPECIAL U. S. OFFERS 
(1) 
(2) 
(3) 
(4) 

109 L . S. Commemoratives $1.00 
8 U. S. Departments .. 1.00 

40 U. S. Revenues (1861-1917). 1.00 
500 U. S . (l00 Var.). IS61-1n:l7 .. 1.00 

(5) 20 Diff. U. S. Airs & Sp'l Del. 1.00 
All Su.-Scott's 572, or 833 Fre.'. Free li~t. 

Send for my latest price Ii&t 01 U, S. 
",tamI)s. 
C'LEVELAND CADY, TEXAFLY, N • .1. 

Jle<lluana1nnti VIctory (6) .SO 
Egypt Royal Visit (1) .14 
Estonia Cities 1~42 semi-po (6) 1.75 
Estonja l\azi oecupation (11) 17 .00 
.Xetherlnnd (5) .50 
Spain comm. air 4, 10 Peso (2) 1.60 
Union S. Afri~n "ictory (6) .30 
Uruguay Inauguration 

Air & post (2) .80 

Postage required with orders under 
$1.00 

1946 Used Air Mail 
PRJOE A!l.D CHECK J.IST 

Now' available plus all issues of the 
Philatelic Trends. the paper '" "ryune is 
talking about. Price 60c but deductible 
from the fil'st orrler of $5. Compiled, Pub
lIshed and issued exclusively by [If 

~ GEORGE HERZOG 
~ 68 Nauuu bt., . N. Y. O. 7 

Used Airmails 
Scarce Somali Coast triangle set. .500 

A very complele stock vn hand in
cluding most new issues. Send your 
want !Jst. 

AVION 
40a We.t 115 St., !IO."., York 25. ~. Y. 

MY SPECIALTY 

AIR 
(used and cnused) 

Also 

s 
The American Nations 

''"'hat (10 ytJn need? 

lour A. P. S. number is your ref. 

~n~ M. E. BOSLEY A 
67Hli XoWl'st 11",:\,., Chh'ugo ~l, III. 

WE ARE BUYING 

MINT SHEETS 

SELL YOUR STAMPS IN THE NEW YORK MARKET 
through 

LICENSED AUC! :ONEERS 
We are not Stamp Dealers; bUI Licensed Auctlonec·s, under bond [0 tbe City of New Y ork. As our busi

ness is limited to the sale of starn ps for others than ourselves, on a strictly commibsioD basis, ou r only interest I its 
in securing tbe highest possible prices ior the owner. 11 you are considering selling your collection or boldings 
of stamps of any kind, let us handle them at auction for you, 1 mmediatecash advances , up to $50,000.00,are aL
ways available, and desirable material can be depended upon to bring top market prices at our Sales . 

HUGH C. BARR. INC, 38 PARK ROW NEW YORK CITY 

Airing The Air Mail 
I am happy to report that our com

llIents in the January 14th edit ion, relat
ing to items ad"el'tised, which the adver
tiser did not possess, has been corrected 
and stopped by the diligent and able pres
ident of the A. S. D. A. ~ow everyone 
is happy. It seems it was an honest, but 
unintentional error. 

Dealers we spoke to in the last few 
days confirm the fact that the last week 
or'so h1s seen a considerahle falling off 
in sales, due to either or both reasons; 
Income Tax payments or the Strikes. 

Geor/!e Rerzop:'s Philatelic Trends was 
published last week as the fi rst eel i lion of 
1946 and all air fans should have a copy 
of It. Its very informative. 

The A. S. D. A. bulletin, under the able 
editorship of that versatile John Nicklin, 
is /!aining prestige and popularity by 
e.a.ch edition. 

We are also advised that another (un
welcome) issue of :'>Ie. ico will appear 
shortly. (air mails and postage) Surely 
they must hnve a wrong opinion of the 
American philatelist; or do they? 

Air mall service has certainly Improved 
of late. Airmail letters have heen re
ceived from Chile in 4 dal's, Ca nal Zone 
2, Czech0slovakia 10, nehri'um 4, ECUil!lor 
5, Fr. :\Iorocco 6, Costa Rica 3, Honduras 
t, Lebancn 7, Guatemala 3, Peru 6, 
Xicaragua 4, Greec1! 12, :\lexico 2, Shang
hd 13, Yenezuela 4, Spain 6, Bolivia 7, 
:"Ira nil!! 12, Panama 3, and Uruguay 5. 

"l'f.'n checking on Chinese cancella
tion , remember'that the Chinese count 

their years from the date of the revolu
tion; that year being 1!1l2. 

Air mail circles are breathlessly await
ing Sanabria's catalogue, which should 
appear the same time these lines do, 
el'eryone is anxious to learn if the trend 
is up or down on prices, and all are want
ing to see the new list ings. 

Another publication of grent importance 
to All collectors will be the Seott's supple
ments of war issues, \\'e understand 
that numbers have been assigned to them, 
and we eal'llestly hope that these numhers 
will be permanen t and will not be juggled 
around. . 

State Revenue Lore 
BY ELBERT S. AMSLE R 

+18 Twelfth St., San ta M Ulliea, Calif. 

A letter from ill arine J> PC IT erb IT ub
bard in Tientsin, China states that he 
can't figure out why the weight is printl'd 
separately on the Kcntueky Fertilizer 
stamps, along with the year elate. 

'Veil Herb, I'll admit that ~'()u had me 
stumped for a while, but 1\ little study ot 
the stamps showed the obv iuus reaso ns: 

From 1908 to 19II a separate ellgrav
ing was made for each of the fou'r or 
more weight s izes each year. Then in 
1912 some one /!:ot the brilliant idea ' of 
making one engraving each year alld 
printing ill the weight sizes in a sepa
rate operation. In abou t 1936 someone 
fi<!ured further thnt the eas t of new 
plates each year could be saved by print
in!! the year date on the stamps in the 
same operation as the weight. 

Now only one plate is used continuous
h', instead of four every year as was 
~riginall~' done, savin /!: con'siderable on 
the cost of having plates engraved. 

c=;;:}': ,==,=: :==, =: "':===:::============'====>::0=,= = = = :" 
Aue i n and Sales Calendar 
Billig & Rich, 55 West 42nd S·t .. New Ynrk 18, N. Y. 

February-United States, Foreign. 
Sylveter (;olhy, 505 Fifth Ave .. New York 17. 

Fehruary 6-U. S Stamps and em·ers. also B. . A. 
H. R. Hanner. Inc .. 32 E. S7th St.. 'ew York 22. 

1"('h I'll 11 1'\. ·t, .5-Ron~I'I·t'lt's {'nih d States, incl. Proofs /lnrl Latin American 
Fehruar)' 12, 13-(,. S., EUl'Ope, Czechoslol'akia, British Empire. 
~Iareh 5, 6-L'nitcd State and Forei!!n. 

1'1'. Rooke & Co .. ;:;(,0 Fifth ve .. New York 19, N. Y. 
F'f'hruarl' 5, 6. 1, f>,-L. S. 19th lind 20th Century, Depts., Revenues, etc. 

Heiman 2 W. 41\th ST .. N~w York 19, N. Y. 
Februan' 1:'-19th & 20~h Crntllrv Uni~ed StateR. 
Fehru'\r)' I~- \irpnst S'l1mps of the "'orIel. 
Fehruarr 1 ~-nritish Coloni('s and other Forei/!n. 

Kessler. ;:;no :~ifth ".... ew York 18. N. Y. 
\nnouced Soon-British Colonial Auction. 

Mor~enthau & Co .. 1 \V. 47th St. ew York 19. 
Fehman' 6-nriti h Colonies. 
Inzian. (ne., 505 5th A\e., 'ew York 7. 
F"hruan' r., 7. ,<1-"l1itf'cl St"te~, nrit. Cols. and Foreign. 

r \luJler. Gate~ R. ild·n~. 'e", Rritain. Conn. 
F"hruln' 2ti-C nil. tl Statt" British Colonies and General Foreign. 

n r.alleriE'~, 111\1\1 8 'All ·t. 'ew York 7. 
:'>It reh 1. 2-U. S. nnel Forei/!,n IllC\. Part VT of Doane estate. 

as Sanahria. Tnc .. 521 5th Ave., 'ew York, N. Y. 
February 21-:\lint Air Stamps 



U. S. SPECIALIZED 
IMPERF'S MINT 

Singl .. s Pairs Bloek 
Nos. 314 1.25 2 .50 6.00 
Nos. 320 2.00 4.00 7.75 
Nos. 32,)B 1.75 3.50 7.00 
!\os. 343 .15 .40 1.40 
Nos. 344 .30 .75 2.00 
I~os. 345 2.00 4.25 8.50 
• :os. 346 2.25 5.00 10.00 
NOS. 347 3.')0 6.50 12.00 
;\"os. 368 2.50 5.00 10.00 
Nos. 371 2.75 6.0') 12.50 

C. D. REIMERS COMPANY 
706 1st Nat'l Bank Bldl!, 

FORT WORTH 2, TEXAS 

M. & S. OFFERS Mint Sheets 
\Ve art' v'fering from our unusual st0ck 
of mint sheets, a few items that we be
lieve ha\'e speculative in\'estment possi
bi:!Ues. 
Xo, 
701 !'iOc Vlol .. t $85.00 
740-9 1 -10c Pnrks . 50.00 
7,~2 3c Fnl"ley X<,wburgh sht. of 400 2(;.00 
; 53 Sc Farl('~~ Byrd sheet of 200 1 R 7 tl 
785-91-5c Army . . . . . . .. . 1~.00 
790-4 1-5c XU\'Y It .(10 
899-901 l('-:!c Defense 7.fiO 
903 3c V ... mont 2.20 
007-8 1-2c Vnit~rl Xntions .... 3.60 
Our stock of mint sheets is fairly com
plete. !\lay we suggest that you send for 
catalog containing these sheets at our 
u~ual low prices. 

::II & S STA.:llP SERVTCE 
38 Purle Row Xew York CIty 7 

Jamaican News 
Mr. George F. Stilphen, 
JIekeels \Veekly StHmp News, 
P. 0, Box 1GGb, Portland, Maine. 

I have received some comment on the 
letter which I wrote to you and which 
was puhlished in the November 2G, 1945 
issue of Mekeel's - beUeve some of the 
contacts will be of value to phila tely as a 
whole so wish to bring some of the info 
up to date. 

A t that time all of the Jamaican Con
stitution stamps that had come out jwre 
were Une perforated and measured 12Yz 
x 12Yz. That was why that stamp was 
more common here than the stump sold 
in London which happened to be comu 
perf. and measured 12 3/4 x 13Yz. We 
have noticed since that the stamps were 
more and more very badlv pel'forntrd -
the spacin~ varying and lines irre/!,ular. 
Now the onl\' 2d Const. on sale here is the 
comb p·erf. ~vhich had previously been so 
scarce and the old line perf. isout of issue. 

Just recentlv we have further dis
covered that all of the 3d values are out 
in the comb. That makes the old Iille 
perf. (12Yz x 12Yz) ous"lete and pro
duces another true perfora tion \·ariety. 
Tn view of the know fact that all of the 
stamps pre\'iously have been so badly done 
on the Une machine, collectors here take 
this as an indication that the entire 
aet may sooner or Inter be found entircly 
in comb - the 2d and 3d are the only cer-
tain ones as yet. . 

This helps' to illustrate the reasons for 
the missing values now noted in British 

COI.r.F.f'TOn'l- o F.:, LEn 'I-ATTEXTIOX I 

Our 286th Auction ... March 1st, 2nd 
Incls Fillt' {'. " .t l .. reIICn. AI.·o • Ian\' 
Sen .. ntiolltll Deal .. r",' LClt~ (rom P . .\ RT VI 
of the 40 l1's. P n flO. XE ACCUMU
LATIO. '. lllu •. CRtnlp~ Free. 
A (Est. 1912) 

lUif\ OHT M~N GALl FRTF't 
lI6-M. XA AU T., NEW YORK 7. 

February 4, 1946 

AXIS STA PS 
SCOTT'S "Axis Issues of Europe and Philippine Islands, 1941-45," 
fully illustrated, has just been published. Order your copy now. 

SCOTT has some of most of the stamps, at reasonable prices. So don't 
delay. 

Fill out this form, attach 
!Jour lists and mail today! 

To: Scott Stamp & Coin Co., Inc. Date 
1 W. 47th St., New York 19, N. Y. 

o Please send me copies of "Axis Issues" pamphlet at $ .50, postage 
extra. 

o Please quote prices on the attached list of Axis stamps 
o Please send on approval stamps of the world on the attached list. 

Business References. 

1. 

2 ............................................................. . . 

Name ................... ... ............... .... .... ............... 
Address .. ... ................ .. .......... ........................ . 

Scott Stamp & Coin Co., Inc. ~ 
I W. 47th ~treet, New York 19, N. Y. ~ 

Culony material now coming to the 
United States as mentioned in your 
"Sees All" column recently. Nearly all 
those items were color changes which 
make the missing items obsolete and de
finitely scarce - just as these obsolete 
perforation varieties are scarce now. All 
of those items missing are just as scarce 
in the English and Colonial market and, 
in many cases, unavailaule since they 
wel'e changed without notice and during 
times when exchange of information and 
transfer of stamps was not permitted. 

Very truly yours, 
-[{enneth L. Rice 

APS #19565 
744 Claremore Drive, 
\Vest Palm Beach, Fla. 
Temp. in Kingston, Jamica 

Canal Zone Postage Dues 
Canceled "2c" 
Dl'ar :\1r. Stilphen:-

The cover illustrated on Page 481, is~ue 
of Dec. 31, and presented as a problem 
d es not seem to be any problem at all 
to me, hut then I may he wrong. 

I have had 42 years experience in the 
postal service, was a collector still further 
bllck and ha\-e always been interested in 
th orldities that do crop up once in a 
while and mv drcision would he as follow :-s 

Air ~lail' letter mailed at Cristobal, 
CaMI Zone with one rate prepaid. Let
tf'r heing overweig:ht for one rate it was 
mnrkrd up as Postag:e due and sent 
alon/!, or rated at office of delh'erv as be
in/! due 15c. This rating: should 'he done 
at either the office of mailing or delivery. 

Cover Album $4.50 
Space for 200 Covers 

King's Stamp Club 
no ... 27 E. Col ... l" ~ta., Syr.l<·use, N. Y. 

MEKEEL'S WEEKLY 

\Vhen prepared for dt'livery by the 
carrier the section doing that work put 
the three 5c due stamps over the rating 
and caneelled thcm with anything that 
happened to be handy in the Une of a 
canceller which in this case happened to 
be a steel stamp "2". If the "15 cents" 
that is visible under the word Mrs. is 
th~ :aUng mark it would not change my 
opInIOn any only that he did not cover up 
the due marking as mentioned above. 

In my opinion the "2" has absolutely 
nothing to do with the matter as it was 
used as a canceller of the postage due 
stamps. Of course it is interesting to a 
collector of odd co\·ers. 

-Sincerely, Gidoon O. Ryder 

Scotts Resumes Air Cat. 
After a wartime interlude of four 

years, Scott PublicaHons will resume 
publishing its "Standard Catalogue of 
Air Stamps" with the 191,6 edition which 
will flO sale in May if printer's promises 
hold, according to Editor Hugh M. Clark. 

The Catalogue Listing Committee of 
the ,\.merican Air Mail Society is col
laborating with Mr. Clark in preparing 
this catalog-ue which will be priced at $2. 

The Scott Air Post Catalogue offers 
specialized information on airmail issues 
in I!'I'eater detail than the Standard Post
age Stamp catalogue. This information 
~ncludes quanti.ties issued and day of 
Issue, when a\'mlable, and pr ices of used 
stamp on cover. Also included are com
memorative stamps of aeronautical 
nature. 

USED GEORGE VI. 
(;rE'nnr1n-l~t"f'wnrr1 Is.-~t. Lucia.-St. Vincent 
'i or If!d to I_h $ .85; 2sh $ .70; 5sh $1.60 

10"h i;3.10: 1 Pound $5.9 0 
('8.~ m'ln r. ,~ T'·rk. I . If, il tn 1 ~h $ .00 

2sh S .80; 5sh 51.75; 10sh $3.50 
Want Lists Filled for Mint and Used 

Hriti"JOSEPH F. NEGREEN A 
108-56)1. 67th Drive For"8~ 1l1lle, N.y . .iIii&. 

Page 95 





January 28, 1946 

United States 
Notes and Comments 

BY: PHILIP H. WARD, JR. 

THE ROOSEVELT ,PROOFS 

"Dozens of daily papers through
out the nation have noted our re
marks in regards to the proofs in the 
Roosevelt collection. Every mail 
brings us IQore letters on the sub
ject. 

Mr. H. R. Harmer, who will con
duct the auction of the Roosevelt 
proofs, writes: "You speak of the 
late president 'requesting stamp 
proofs'. I have no 'knowledge, nor 
do 1 believe that you have, of the 
late President ever making a request 
for these proofs. They were a gift 
to him from the Bureau of Engrav
ing and Printing." Later they state 
they think my remarks in comparing 
them to finished $1,000 bills is mis
leading and write: "On the phila
telic side we are dealing with proofs 
and not issued stamps of high face 
value and yet you are comparing 
these with actual items of high face 
value. Surely, the only comparison 
you can make to 'obtaining $1,000 

MEKEEL'S WEEny 

bills' is if the late President had ac
cepted as a gift from the Postmaster 
General dozens of sheets of high 
value U. S. where there was a very 
definite face value." 

Had they been given the Presi
dent without his request, we ask if 
any individual can give away govern
ment property. Mr. Harmer's sec
ond remark is not well taken for in 
point of value the proofs are worth 
even more than sheets of "high face 
\'alue" . 

Mr. Harmer informs us that the 
attorneys for the estate will write us 
on the subject. Up to date (January 
14th) no reply has been received 
from them to our Harmer letter of 
.T anuary 8rd. 

We do not ask for any of the de
tails, which several are giving out to 
cloud the issue. We only ask "yes" 
or "no" to the question as to whether 
the estate will guarantee title. We 
expressed the opinion that the gra
cious thing to do would be to remove 
the proofs from the sale and place 
them on exhibition at Hyde Park. 

THE GREEN JANUARY SALE 
Among the highest prices of re

cent months were realized' at the 
Col. E. H. R. Green Sale held by 
Irwin Heiman in New York on Janu
ary 8, 9 and 10. 

The second best figure realized by 
any single item in the entire Green 
collection was reached when Mr. Y. 
Souren paid $22,000 for the unique 
center line block of the 24c Air 
Mail invert. He also paid $2,100 for 
the 1901 2c invert and $8,100 for 
the 1901 4c invert block. The 1c in
vert block was sold at $1,500. 

Everything really fine in the early 
varieties reached record or near rec
ord prices. A superb 1847 5c with 
ordinary cancellation sold at $115. 

Even those close on one side or thin 
sold at $16 to $85. A superb 10c 
with the common red grid postmark 
sold at $150, very fine copies $80 to 
. 100, cut close copies $50 to $60. A 
superb used 1851 5c cataloguing $60 
brought $250, several very fine 
copies $75 to $100 each. The $4 Co
Imnbian block that made an auction 
record a few year9 back when it sold 
at $1,600 reached $2,100 in this sale. 
The block of the 1865 $5, a very 
rare item, sold at $1,100. If there 
were any bargains among the finer 
items in the sale, we failed to note 
them. It looks as if those with 
money are hedging against further 
inflation. The three-day sale totaled 
$101,774.50, of which Mr. Souren 
purchased $56,488.25. 

This was the 24th Green Sale 
with three more to come. One thing 
we have particularly noted in this 
collection was the shortage of fine 
early mint blocks from 1847 to 1875. 
They must be rare when a collec
tion of this magnitude had so few. 
Of the really scarce blocks, in fine 
condition, we do not recall a single 
one. We refer to the 1847 5c, lOc; 
1851 5c, 12c; the 1857 5c brick red, 
5c red brown; 1861 Bc pink, 5c buff; 
1866 15c Lincoln; 1867 Bc grilled 
all over, the rare large grills, the 
"Z" grills, the 11 x 18 10c, 12c, the 
9 x 18 80c, 90c; the 1869 15c I, 24c, 
80c and 90c. It is our belief that 
most of the early mint blocks are 
concentrated in the hands of about 

three persons. We consider them the 
most oesirable of all United States 
stamps. 

THE 1947 EXHIBITION 
Mr. Alfred F. Lichtenstein writes 

us that definite dates have been fixed 
for the coming International Phila
telic Exhibition - May 17 to 24, 
1947. 

It will undoubtedly be the most 
important philatelic exhibition ever 
held and should do much to advance 
the interest in stamp collecting. 
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GENERAL STAMP CO. 
L. TANKEL 

100 NASSAU STREET N. Y. C. (7 ) 

USED AIR MAILS OF ' HONDURAS 
AT eOlU'ETITIVE PRICES 

Cll 55.00 C57 ... 85 C95 ... SO CI33 .. 08 
C14 .. 1.00 C58 .. 1.00 C97 ... 55 C134 .. 12 
C15. .35 C59 .. 2.50 C98 .. 2.00 CI35 .. 11 
CIG .. 35 CSO .. 1.25 CIOl. .OS CI3S .. 05 
CI8 ... 20 C6I .. 1.00 CI02 .. OS CI37 .. 20 
C19. .25 CG2 ... 75 Cl05 . .40 CI3S" .. 30 
C20 .. . 12 CG3 .. 1.00 CI09 .. 04 C139 . .45 
C23. .25 C64 ... 08 CliO .. 08 C140 .. 70 
C25. .22 C71" .80 Clll. .05 C14l.1.50 
C26 ... 12 cn .. 1.25 Cll3 .08 CI42 4.00 
C27 .. 15 C73 .12 C114 .. 08 C143 .. 15 
C28 .22 C74 . .12 C1l5 .. 08 CI44 .. 03 
C29 ... 30 C75. .15 CIIS .. 08 C145 . . 03 
C3l. .75 C77 . .02 C1l7 .. 08 C14S . . 06 
C32 .20 C78 . .03 C1l8 .08 C147 .09 
C37 .SO C79. .04 CII9 .08 C152 2.00 
C3S .20 C80. .05 C120 .. 02 COl .. 05 
C39 .30 C8l . .08 C12l . . 04 C02 .. OS 
C41 ... 12 C82. .40 C122 . % C03. .08 
C43. .25 C84 .25 CI23 .12 C04 .. 12 
C44 .35 C85. .02 Cl24 .16 C05 .. 45 
C41l .40 C8S .. 02 Cl25 .22 COS .. 50 
C48 .40 C89 . .04 C126 .90 C07 .1.00 
C49 .40 C90 .04 C128 .03 C08 . 2.50 
C50 .40 C9I.. .08 C129. .03 
C5l .SO C92. .08 C130 . . 05 
C54 2.00 C93 ... 12 C13l. .05 
C5S .85 C94 ... 25 C132 .04 

Prices are net. We will send you our 
up-to-date price and check Jist of used air 
mails and a ll supplements for 1945 with 
every order of $5. Satisfaction Guaran
teed. Cash or references with order please. 

GEORGE HERZOG 
"II NASSAU STREET. N. Y. O. 7 

USED AIRMAILS OF CUBA 
CI .02 CIS .63 C27 .05 
C2 .12 C17 2.25 C28 .OS 
C3 .08 . C18 .OS C29 .05 
C4 .02 Cl8a .25 C39 .03 
C5 .02 C19 .OS CBl 1.00 
CS .20 Cl9a .25 CEI .17 
C7 .OS C20 .30 CEla .17 
C8 ~ .12 C20a .35 Sana.bria 
C9 .IS C21 .65 #30 .75 
CI0 .12 C2la .75 #31 .75 
Cll .40 C22 .08 #32 .7, 
C12 .02 C23 .04 #33 .75 
C13 .02 C24 .12 #34 .75 
C14 .18 C25 .06 #35 .75 
C15 .25 C26 .03 

__ " _____ ~O·,... T'Io _ f'l ..... _,.,. "1.111:1'\ 

Stamp Co., 2521 I22nd St., College Point, 
N. Y. [79 
APPJlOVALS, lc, 2c, 3c Issues before 1918 
,Vatermark detector free. Burt McCann 
CO.,345 N. Newton, Minneapolis 6, r.llnn. 

[75 

FREE JAl' Occupation or The Philip
pines, mint set of four, to all requesting 
our new issue approvals. References 
please. Irwin Agencies, Box 5336, In
dianapolis, Ind. [73 
WOlt'l'1I WIIILE STA~lI'S for medium 
collections-at lhe rig-hI prices, plus pre
miums of minI British Coloni es Reference 
or deposit. James O. Smith-So P. A. 
Box 5S, Edmonton. Canada. [73 

WEST Al'HICA Victory issue 

MEKEEL'S WEEKLY 

There are no laws or regulations which 
safeguard or regulate this vast business. 
Anyone can get into it or out of it, as it 
pleases tht! indivitlual. The fact that a 
person has a criminal record, or has no 
experience at all, or even he hasn't any 
stock of stamps, or is a minor and there
by not responsible to anyone for his acts 
or just a common swindler, makes no 
difference to our authorities. 

Abuses in the trade have been growmg 
Instead of diminishing. The collector has no 
way of protecting himself, or is he sure 
that ads he reads are on the up and up, 
or just fishing bait for suckers. Dealers 
are hard put to fight unfair, unethical, 
dishonest and outdght crooked com
petition. 

Philatelic publications sometimes pub
lish ads that are unethical, and misre
presenting. They do not always know 
whether the advertiser is a minor, or a 
dealer who has failed in business time 
after time, and is again on the verge of 
failing. 

Today in the ranks of dealers are many, 
who are pursuing the wrong methods. 
Real American old-time firms are afraid, 
that these unethical dealers will kill the 
goose that lays the golden eggs. 

The American Stamp Dealers Associ
ation has done a lot of good work to 
brin~ whatever pressure they could to 
elimmate abuses and promote ethical and 
honest trade among it's members. But 
they are not big enough or powerful 
enough to do it by themselves, they have 
no legal standing, they have no legal 
rights, they do not have the time and 
money. By the time they eliminate one 
sore spot, two others arise elsewhere, they 
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2. Issued by a federal agency for a 
;'casonable fee. 
3. License for 1 years duration-
t J,. 0 license to a minor, or one with a 
criminal record, one who employs minors 
or criminals, (directly or indirectly) 
those who do not have any stamps in 
stock, or a permanent address. 
6. No license should be renewed to 
those, against who charges were made 
and sustained. 
, That individuals or organizations can 
present such facts and evidence to sustain 
such ruling. 
b. That a stamp dealer without a federal 
license would be punishable with a fine 
,md imprisonment or both. 
9. Laws governing the trade should for
bid the sending of unsolicited approvals, 
the consent of one parent be obtained be
fore doing business with minors, Imme
diate refunds, All orders be filled and 
answered within 6 days and prompt re
funds for all stamps returned within 10 
days, for any or all reason. That sub
stitution by collectors be classed as a 
crime, that collectors be held responsible 
for the safe return of stamps they or
dered. That collectors who order through 
the mails and fail to pay, within a rea
sonable time be declared guilty of mail 
fraud. 
10. That philatelic publications demand 
lhat advertisers furnish them with a 
sworn statemC'nt that they are over 21 
.\·ears of age, that they do not possess a 
criminal record, that they were never 
hankrupt, that they have at least $200. in 
the bank, and that they have every item 
they advertise in stock when the ad ap-

(Continued on Page 8)) 



Airing The Air Mail 
Scott Publication's Supplement to the 

Standard Postage Stamp Catalogue has 
been received. This is one pamphlet lhat 
certainly fills a great void, and we give 
,'ou herein a pocket review of the same. 
. 154 items will probably be considered 
air mails as they appear under regular, 
B, C, CB, :'tIC, NC, ~nd L:\,~ numbers. 
.lIontenegro leads wIth 36 Items; Slln 
Jf llrino 22, Serbia 20, Greeco 19, Corfu 12, 
Hungary 9, Jugoslavia 8. IOllian •. Cefa
Ionia. and Jlaca Islands 8, Cron/Ill and 
IlJl.1y 6 each, Germany 5, Norway 2, and 
Pin/(Nul l. 

However there will be others listed 
as soon as ~ufficient facts are ascertained, 
and it is possible that some items may .he 
dropped if facts now on hand prove In
("orrect. 

Each item is assigned a catalo!!"lle nu~
ber but it is not certain that they will 
ha;e the same designation if and when 
the\' are moved into the catalogue. 

Xo prices are given, for the puhlishers 
feel that due to inflated and rapid fI uct
ua tion of foreign currencies. the ~n.sta~le 
market, and the unknown quantIties IS
sued, do not warrant pricing them at this 
time. 'Which, may we add, is a very com
mendable policy. 

All in all, the philatelic world owes 
Scott Publications and their distinguished 
editors, Hugh M. and Theresa M . Clark, 
a great ovation for their e¥.ccllent idea 
and production. 

Then, to make aerophilatelists feel that 
the, have not been forgotten, and to 
knock out that ugly rumor that Scott's 
was discriminating against air mails, this 
columnist has been informed that Scott's 
will resume the publication of the Stan
dard Catalogue of Air Post Stamps which 
has not appeared for the last four years. 

The 1946 edition will go on sale some
time in May at $2.00 per copy. The edi
tOl'S ha,'e seen the trend towards airs and 
their ambition to give aerophilatelists 
the last word and total satisfaction will 
be their aramount oa1. 

The ~ood news does not end here. We 
are reliab'" informed that the .\ir Post 
Albums ar'e being- prepared f)r puhlka
tion, althe ui!h no (late or price h.1 hl'en 
determined as yet. It is ("t'rtuin thate,'ery 
effort will hl' 'mad~ to ha.-ten thi, vcry 
needed publication. It w IS further Il"arneu 
that it i beinEr tnken und r consid'ration 
to add one blank pag-c to each country. 
Th;s p3!re would sen'e to mount cO"crs, 
for which no spacl' was evcr IlIottcd . 
. 'ew is~ues ma\' also be Itnlt'd here 
until supplements arc recei\'Cd. Tn t!lis 
w:n', a collector mar always deterullue 
just what issues he has. 

.\nother thing airmail elPal('r~ were 
pleased to hear and itero lhilatl'Jists ."'iIl 
he /2'lad to learn, is that ~Ir. IIarry l.md
quist, who delh'cred a "en' irtcrcs!ing 
t'llk hefore the .\SO.\ on Januan' 28th, 
d efinite)\' stated that the .\ss(lciation for 
Stamp Exhibitions Inc. has not approved 
the ~uo:~estions that (,111\' classics be ex
hihited at the bip: show in Grand Cl'Jltral 
Palace, X. Y. in 19~7, ,\i r ~Iails will he 
includ d in the exhibithn on I,n clJual 
hasis with other branches of philatel~'. It 
is not known how or wh!'n the rumor 
started in air mail circles that the ,\550-

dation had "oted air mails out of its con
sideration, hut we are happy to kill that 
rumor now, and assure ("'('I"\'on[' that it 
is not so. In fact, :'tIro Linci 'lu ist's state
ment has alI'ead ,' influenccd a irmail d!':tl
ers to pled2;e tl{eir support and help un
derwrite the show. 

Texas Cachet 
Buck Winn, Jr. Designer of the Texas 

Stamp also designed a special cachet 
feAturing the Six F lags that Texas is 
noted for. This cachet is being- sold ex
clusivelv b\' Georp:e W. \Ventz. Jr. San 
Marcos: Texas who writes that he still 
has some cancelled First Day Covers at 
$1.00 each. 

Londou post offices have rcport('c} 1.300 
hits bv fh'ino- I ombs and rockets between 
June, '191-1" ~nd Mat'ch, 10 ~5, with death 
to 13 employes and in'ul' ~to",--,2::.;1;.;3~.~ __ _ 



United States 
Notes and Comments 

BY PHILIP H. WARD, JR. 

ROOSEVELT PROOFS 

The stamps papers as well as daily 
papers continued to discuss the 
subject. Mr. Harry Lindquist in 
writing, r efers to the proofs: "Of 
course they are worth $40,000, and 
probably bring more on account of 
their association, but if held by the 
Government they are only worth the 
cost of production, which is just the 
time involved in pulling the proofs." 
Many of us would like to pay the cost 
of having some proofs pulled and the 
remarks quoted have no true bearing 
on the subject for the Government 
could have sold them and gotten al
most as much as the Roosevelt estate 
will receive. 

This morning's mail brings to hand 
a co=unication from the estate of 
Franklin D. Roosevelt, the excutors 
being James Roosevelt, Basil O'Con
nor and Henry T. Hackett, who are 
not only the executors, but trustees. 
Mr. Earle R. Koons, the attorney for 
the executors, writes in their behalf 
uilder date of January 26th: 
D eal' fro Ward: 

This will acknowedge receipt of 
your letter dated January 22, 194.6 
in which you state that you have a 
number of clients interesh'd in pur
chasing die proofs from the R sevelt 
collection and inquire as to , hether 

February 1, 1946 !I 

the Executors will give a warranty of 
title to purchasers. 

In accordance with established cus
tom and law, executors do not war
ranl title to any property of an estate, 
either expressly or by implication. 
What the executors pass on sale is 
the right, title and interest which 
the decedent had at his death." 

Mr. H. R. Harmer writes one of 
our readers under date of January 
19th: "This is to advise 'you that 
neither I as agent for the executor, 
nor the executor, can guarantee title 
in regard to the Roosevelt proofs. 
In my opinion, the authority of the 
executors to issue me with instruc
tions to dispose of President Roose
velt's collection including these Die 
Proofs is complete and absolute." 

The collection, however, contains 
a number of other magnificent items 
and H, R, Harmer, Inc. is to be com
mended for the very handsome cata
logue, which they have issued. There 
are copiel' of many of our early 
stamps including a 90c 1861 address
ed via overland mail to Hong Kong. 
This, we believe, is from the family 
papers, There are some attractive 
U, S. Colonies, Argentine and Brazil. 
Among the latter, we note a block of 
very rare 60R Bulls Eye from the 
Guinle collection. As a historical 
momento a copy of the catalogue 
should be in -the hands of every col
lector of stamps and philatelic liter
ature. A copy may be had from H. 
R. Harmer, Inc., 32 E. 57th Street, 
N cw York at $1.50. This amount 
will include list of prices realized. 

JUST CHATTER 

l\Ir, Benjamin R. Stickney, the 



The F. D. Roosevelt Proofs 
BY CLARENCE W. BRAZER. 

The United States Notes andComment8 
by Philip H. Ward, Jr. in Mekeel'lI for 
December 24-, 194-5, and the summary of 
replies received as published on January 
21, 1946 by the same author, as to the 
Franklin D. Roosevelt die proofs, are ap
parently based on a falle premille and the 
tenor of the article is very misleading. 
This is most unfortunate as uninformed 
readers and writers in the daily press 
have been mi led to go off wildly on a 
tangent based on wrong information lind 
conjecture. The implied request to be
lieve the article as truth and forward it 
to Senators and Congressmen has caused 
a great injustice and is manifestly gross
ly unfair. 
. This article implied that all the U. S. 
d~e proofs were obtained by the Prelti
dent from the U. S. Bureau of Engraving 
& Printing, and that they might as well 
have given the President "finished $1000. 
bills and currency", It also stated that 
the B. E. & P. " thought they would be 
placed on exhibilion at Hyde Park"; 
which is manifestly a false opinion as at 
the time these proofs were presented to 
F.D.R. early in 1933 there was no thought 
h!' anyone of a future museum at Hyde 
Park, N. Y. I greatly doubt that the 
"lIthor can prove that these die proofs 
"were obtained" by the President or ''by 
n high government official" to increase the 
yalue of his estate", of tha.t "they were 
p:iven to the President." 

All of these die proofs are of stamps 
prior to March 4, 1933, when Franklin D. 
Roosevelt became President of the United 
States, except the proofs of the 3c New
hurp: Peace stamp and the Century of 

Progress lc and 3c stamps whle were 
issued on Ap"!'il 19, 1933 and May 25, 
1933 respectively. It may even be that 
the proofs of these three stamps were 
made prior to March 4, but of this I 
have no record, simply assuming they 
would not have been included in the lot 
if made after Mr. Roosevelt wlls Presi
dent. 0 proofs of stamps authorized 
during all the years he was President 
are included. If the President "could 
request stamp proofs" he apparently did 
not do so, or at least they have not been 
considered his personal property as of
fered for sale in this auction. 

I personally know that this small die 
proof collection was prepared and the 
unused stamps were supplied by a stamp 
collector, before F. D. R oosevelt was in
augurated as President, and I have every 
reason to belleve that the large die 
proofs said to have come from the P. O. 
D., were also. I hold no brief to protect 
Franklin D. Roosevelt from political 
opinion, as Ills policies as President have 
ruined my profession of quality arch
itecture, and I have suffered severely 
since he first took office. However, it is 
only fair that public opinion should be 
based on true facts and not upon mis
leading or contorted facts. 



and superb, realized $112 .• 
A section was devoted to German 

States and lhe realizations were all note
worthy: 

JJrl'lnPll: ]86I-t3 10gr black, very fine 
uSl'd /tile! lied on cover with IIp;ht rec
tanp:ular (BREMEN) pmk., brought $78. 
A 31!r of 1867, vcry fine used and tied 
on enlirt', sold for $60. 

j]! eck{pn{nu'g-Schwerin: 1864 roulcth'd 
4/4s, superb used with town pmk., 
\)roup:ht $144. 

Oldenl>u1',q: 1855 1I8sgr, used and su
pnb, sold for $88, toppinp; the catalogue. 

Sa,l'on1j: ]850 3pf brick red, roagnlfi
c('nL copy used on small piect', brought 
$800. 

N011) Zealand: 1856-59 ImpeTf. Ish blue 
P:1'(' 'n, unused, rare and superb, Bold for 
$290. 

Nova Scotia: Of the 1851-58 issue, 
the Ish cold violet, a magnificent copy 
on piece, brought $420, while the Ish pur
ple of the same date unused, very rare 
and superb, sold for $700. 

flwilzorllllnd: Zurich 1843, horizontal 
JinC'!';, 61' superb with black rosette pmk., 
1Ise(1 on enlire, broup;ht $88. The 1843 
v<'rlieal lines, 4r with same pmk., used 
on small piece, sold for $400. 

Bale 181.5, 2Yzr used on small piece 
showing V'aricty white ball to right of 
wing, eX'Ceptionally fine, sold for $580. 

Vand 1850, 5c superb used, realized 
$1\.0. 

N cuchate1 1850, used anti supel'h. 
hrought $260. 

---:--:--:--

FINE USED SETS 
Jubilee •. 

Antlgu" . . . . . . . . . .. 3.70 
UaluunrLs 4.6lS 
Hrtrillulo8 ........... . ... 8.45 
n (\rmlltln. . . . . . . . . . . . .. 3.65 
Hr. Gull"'" .. 2.85 
Ur. Jlondllrns .. . . . 1.85 
Pairs & blox available of some. 
Hl'g. AirMail Postage 25c extra. 

Corons. 
.25 
.25 
.20 
.20 
.15 
.25 

COMMANDER E. D. BOWIE 
R. N. Air Station, TRINIDAD, B. W. L 

20 PESOS PHILIPPINES 
#432 Mint 

We were able to secure some copies of the 
hlgh~.t denomination which still Is miss
Ing In many collections. 
We ofCer the same at a very reasonable 
price: 
Condition AA SUPERB centering.. 3.00 
Condition A FINE centering ...... 2.00 
Blocks pro rata. T\vo PI. Nr. bl. available. 
Prie on request. 

Wo havo a nice aS60rtment of other is
SUN'. ~s well n·s of the JAPANESE OCCU
PATION, mint. blocks, errors and oovers. 

Approvals. References pleaso. 

~l~~~! ... ~I~~~e,~~~~, ~~. A. 
ESQUIRE'S SPECIAL 

COLUUBIAN ISSUE-IIIINT .. 
Ie #230, 2e #2H, Both for 250 
This offer to approval applicants 

desiring better g-rade U. S. WANT 
LISTS on U. S. also filled on approval. 
References please. 
Esquire Stamp Co. 154 Nan ... " 8t., 

New York 7. N. Y. 

MONTHLY 

Philatelic Bulletin 
A 12-page illustrated list. with many 

ofCers of interesting stamps priced In 
U. S. curl' cy, New Issues, stamps for 
Investments, etc. 50c for one year sub
scription remit by P. O. Money 
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Random Notes on the Boston Post Office 
By K. F. OLSON 

IN searching through periodicals, 
other than those of the philatelic 

press, for in formation on the rapid 
<:ancelling machine, we were re
warded by securing the names of the 
Postmasters of Boston, Mass., prior 
to and during the time that the first 
rapid cancelling machine* was put 
into experimental use there. 

Many additional facts of Postal 
History information were unearthed 
during this search, and for the pur-

pose of preservation we submit these 
notes, so that students interested in 
this phase ::>f philately may be spared 
hours of detailed research, although 
the following is not at all near the 
point of completion. 

Postmasters-Boston, Mass. 
1853-Gordon 

-E. C. Bailey-Succeeded Gor
don as Postmaster and was 
still in office as l ate as J an
uary 1856. 

August 3, I ps 

1857-Nahum Capen-Still record
ed in office in 186!. 

1862-Palfrey 
1875-Burt 

Carriers 
In 1856 Boston mailltained a staff 

of ten carriers, and al though the rec
ords we have read are conflicting, it 
is reported that two to four deliv
eries were made daily. 

It is interesting to note that lc 
was collected on each piece of mail 
thus delivered, and this amount was 
turned in P.t the Post Office. All sal
aries were paid by the Post Office, 
as it was thus self-supporting, but in 
1862 this method was changed, the 
charge dropped, and the regular sys
tem of payment of salaries was in
augurated. 
1856-John W. Crowell-Was ap

pointed as a carrier in J an
uary of this year, a position 
which he held until 1874, 
when he was appointed to 
the position of distributor. 

1856-Phillip Marchington-W a s 
appointed to Route No. 10, 
a position and pou te he is 
known to have held as late 
a.s 1892. 

1873-James T. A. Lewis-Was ap
pointed as carrier, but was 
later transferred to a clerk
ship in the office. 

Clerks 
The working hours of the clerks 

varied from ten to twelve hours per 
day. Each was strictly accountable 
for any moment of time lost, and was 
required to work every holiday and 
SUllday, but not all offices were too 
strong in imposing all of these en
forcements on the employees. The 
pay for the period of 1891 and 1892 
averaged $.50 per month, which on a 
comparison with today's wages is but 
little more than a week's pay on the 
average. 
1856-Alonzo F. ~Johnson-Was ap

pointed to the position of 
clerk. 

I 858-Francis Underwood-Was ap
pointed as a clerk in May, 
but served as a" substitute 
for one and one-half years 
before becoming a regular 
clerk. 

1861-Eugene .A. Reed-Was ap
pointed as a clerk on Feb
ruary 1. 

I882-Cornelius J. Ford-Received 
his appointment as clerk. 

Superintendent of General Deliver.1J 
J876-A. F. Johnson-Received his 

appointment. 

* The Thomas & Martin Leavitt ma
chine, quite commonly referred to as the 
"Boston ~Iachine." 



Stamps August 3,1946 

OVERRUN COUNTRIES ISSUE 1943 
Scott 1946 1947 1948 
909 5c Poland .................. . $.15 $.20 $.25 
910 5c Czechoslovakia ........... . .15 .20 .20 
911 5c Norway ................. . . 12 .15 .20 
912 5c Luxembo:l rg ... .......... . 
913 5c Netherlands ............. . 

. 12 .15 .20 

.15 .20 .20 
914 5c Belgium ................. . .12 .15 .20 
915 5c France .................. . .12 .15 .20 
916 5c Greece .................. . .15 .20 .25 
91'i 5c yugoslavia ............... . 
918 5c Albania . ........ . ........ . 

.12 .15 .20 

.15 .20 .25 
919 5c Austria .................. . .12 .15 .20 
920 5c Denmark ................ . .12 .15 .20 
926 5c Korea ................... . .15 .20 .25 
926a 5c KORPA Error. .. .. ...... . .25 1.00 l.50 

1949 
$.30 

.25 

.20 

.20 

.25 

.20 

.20 

.30 

.25 

.25 

.25 

.25 

.25 
2 .00 

1950 
$.30 

.25 

.25 

.25 

.25 

.25 

.25 

.30 

.25 

.25 

.25 

.25 

.30 
2.25 

1951 
~.35 

.30 

.25 

.25 

.30 

.25 

.25 

.35 

.30 

.30 

.30 

.30 

.30 
2.50 

Analysis 
Poland-Quantity issued 19,999,-

646 copies. Since this is the first of 
the "Flags" it has gained slightly in 
favor over some of the other values. 
One hundred and thirty-three pel' 
cent up iu five years. 

list it, and consequently it will not 
become as well known to the fu ture 

Czechoslovakia - Quantity issued 
] 9,999,646 copies. One hundred per 
cent up. 

Norway-Quantity issued 19,999,-
646 copies. One hundred and eight 
per cent up. 

Luxembourg-Quantity issued 19,-
999,646 copies. One hundred and 
eight per cent up, 

Netherlands-Quantity issued 19,-
999,646 copies. One hundred per 
cent up. 

Belgium-Quantity issued 19,999,-
646 copies. One hundred and eight 
per cent up. 

France--Quantity issued 19,999,-
646 copies. One hundred and eight 
per cent up. 

Greece--Quantity issued 14,999,-
646 copies. Here the quantity is 
greatly reduced, and in time the last 
half of the "Flags" will be the top
priced. One hundred and thirty-three 
per cent IIp. 

Yugoslavia-Quantity issued 14,-
999,646 copies. One hundred and 
fifty per cent up. 

Albania-Quantity issued 14,999,-
646 copies. One hundred per cent up. 

Austria-Quantity issued 14,999,-
646 copies. In time this stamp will 
become one of the better "Flags." 
One hundrl'd and fifty per cent rise. 

Korea-Quantity issued 14,999,-
646 copies. One hundred per cent 
up. This stamp was added to the 
series a few months after the Den
mark stamp, and many collectors and 
investors were caught short on it. 
It is already beginning to make a 
clfmparatively better showing than 
~ome of the other "Flags." 

KORP A error - Quantity un
known. 1.1 the first edition of Price 
Prediction,v this stamp was priced 
high becat:se at the time of writing 
few were known, and it looked like 
a good thing. It may turn out to be 
high-priced, but Scott has failed to 
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Stamps With a Future 
THE MOST INTERESTING STAMPS IN THE 

WORLD . 
George VI scarce original obsolete colors . 
Mint, unhinged and in most desirable condition 

Barbados 
193/ 195 ... .. .. (3)51.35 

Ascension, #41.. (1) 1. 25 
Bermuda 

120/ 121. . . .... (2) 3.50 
Falklands, 85/ 87. (3) 1.35 
Fiji, 119-120-

122-123 ....... (4) 13 .00 
Gambia, 134/ 135.(2) .50 
Gibraltar 

109/ 110 ...... (2) .75 

Jamaica 
#120 ......... (1) 8.90 

Malta, 192/ 197 .. (6) 1.50 
Nigeria 

54-56/58 ...... (4) .70 
Nigeria, #59 ..... (1) 8.00 
Sierra Leone #179(1) 1. 00 
Trinidad & Tob. 

52/ 53 ... ...... (2) 3.50 
Turks & Caic. .~ 

85/ 86 ......... (2) 3.00 
Br. Solomon #73 .. (1) 1. 75 

George VI Obsolete Sets- Mint, Very Fine 

Jamaica I Nyassaland 
116/128 inc. 1120 . $8 .25 54/ 67 a Nos .... $18. 50 

Bahamas Somaliland 
Landfall, white, Ih.20.50 84/ 95 ............ 24 . 00 

Falkland Is. Dependencies, obsolete Bct, 32 val.. 4.25 



ADMIRAL HAIUUB' 
MOURNED AT RITES 

Shipping Executives Among 
350 at Funeral for Ex-Head 

of Emergency Fleet Corp. 

A funeral service for Rear Ad
miral Frederic R. Harris, USN, 
Civil Engineer Corps, retired, who 
died here Wednesday, was held 
yesterday morning in the Brick 
Presbyterian Church, 1140 Park 
Avenue. The Rev. John H. Murray, 
pastor of Christ Presbyterian 
Church, 344 West Thirty-sixth 
Street, officiated. 

More than 350 persons, including 
Rear Admrial Walter S. DeLaney, 
Commandant of the Third Naval 
District, and members of his staff, 
thronged the church to hear Mr. 
Murray eulogize the 74-year-old 
admiral, who won the Navy Cross 
for his work in the first World 
War as general manager of the 
Emergency Fleet Corporation of 
the United States Shipping Board 
and chief of the Civil Engineer 
Corps. 

Admiral Harris's body was sent 
to Washington later for burial at 
2 P. M. on Monday in the National 
Military Cemetery at Arlington, 

Honorary pallbearers at the rites 
included Admiral Ben Moreell, 

, retired, chairman of the 
board of Jones & Laughlin Steel 
Corporation; J. C. Evans, chair
man of the Engineering Board, 
Port of New York Authority, and 
C. T. Chenery, president of the 
Federal Water and Gas Corpora
tion. 

Others were John D. Reilly, 
president of the Todd Shipyards 
Corporation; J. Rich Steers, presi
dent of the J. Rich Steers Com
pany; Arthur Hiltebrant, general 
manager of the New York district 
Shipbuilding Division, Bethlehem 
Steel Company, and Dr. John C. 
Riedel, consulting engineer for the 
New York Board of Estimate. 

Also Gen. Clinton F. Robinson, 

~ vice president of Frederic R. Har
ris, Inc.; Arthur C. Moore, presi
dent of Manning, Maxwell & 

., Moore; W. H. Mueser of the Mo
a ran, Proctor, Freeman & Mueser 
5 Company; George W. Burpree of 
S Coverdale & Colpitts; and J. L. 
j Kilpatrick, former presient of the 

New York Telephone Company, 
f who represented the American In
r stitute of Consulting ngineers. - .--.... 



HOSPITAL JOB TO START 
Cornerstone Will Be Laid for 

Big Naval Project in Queens 

The cornerstone for the new 
$15,000,000 permanent United 
States Naval Hospital at St. Al
bans, Queens, will be laid on Thurs-

I day at 2:30 P. M .. it was an
nounced yesterday. """hen complet
ed in 1951 the hospital will have 
a capacity of 600 and will be used 
jointly by the Army, Navy and 

- Air Force. 
The contractor is Thompson

Starrett Company, Inc. The project 
represents the largest lump-sum 
contract ever awarded by the Na
vy's Bureau of Yards and Docks 
for hospital construction. York 
Sawye~' are the architects. 

The new installation will include 
a six-story administration and 
treatment building, six three-story 
ward buildings, a betatron therapy 
building and a two-story building 
for hospital personnel. 

Farewell to Missionaries 
MARYKNOLL, N. Y., July 23-

Cardinal Spellman will preside at 
the thirty-second annual departure 
ceremony for Maryknoll Missioners 
assigned to overseas posts tomor
row at the Maryknoll headquar
ters of the Catholic Foreign Mis
sion Society of America here. Auxil
iary Bishop Charles H. Helmsing 
of St. Louis will preach the sermon. 

/ 



FUND fOR 
ASHBROOK MATERIAL 

Kenr B. Stiles in his Sunday column 
in the" ew York Times" writes that a 
fund is being raised through private sub
scriptions to purchase from Stanley B 
Ashbrook the many thousands of books 
pamphlets, records, photographs and the 
like which he has accumulated during 
the last thirty years or more. This will 
become the property of the Philatelic 
Foundation. l\ 'e doubt whether anyone 
in the world has a finer U. S. reference 
library with documents, photograplu: 
and the like than Stan Ashbrook. Many 
of the choicest early U. S. covers known 
ha'·c been examined by him and he has 
not only given them close study and 
made notes but has photographed the 
unusual. 'Ve understand it will become 
the property of the Foundation after the 
death of -'if. Ashbrook. 'Ve sincerely 
rrust it will be many many years before 
the,· eventually acquire this outstanding 
reference accumulation. From the price 
asked it is our impression that Mr. Ash
brook is most liberal in letting them 
acquire his holdings at such a reasonable 
price for we are confident he would re
cei,·e much more in the open market. 
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DIVISION OF STAMPS I YOU!! REP!... Y REFER TO 

'. 

~05t ~ffice j1\epartment 
THIRD ASSISTANT POSTMASTER GENERAL 

Mr . H. L. Lindquist, 
2 West 46th Street, 

l-Tew York, N. Y. 

My dear Mr . Lindquist: 

April 28~ 1937. 

The receipt is acknowledged of your letter of April 16, in 
which you make inquiry concerning the availability of a photo
graph of original die No. 89 of the I-cent postage stamp in
cluded in the Series of 1851. Your letter of the same date on 
this subject to the Director of the Bureau of Engraving and 
Printing has also been referred to this Office. 

In view of the precedent that would be created, it is con
sidered impracticable to comply with your request for a photo
graph of the stamp die in question for illustration purposes in 
your publication. 

Nor 

Ifv~ 

RK:RS 

/ 

ssistant Postmaster General. 
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OFFICERS 

ARTHUR W. DEAS, President 
ARTHUR E. OWEN, Vice·President 
MAX G. JOHL, Secretary 
GEORGE R. M. EWING, Treasurer 

TRUSTEES 

ALFRED F. LICHTENSTEIN 
THEODORE E. STEINWAY 

LAURENCE B. MA'SON 

" 

THE COLLECTORS CLUB 
30 EAST 42nd STREET 

NEW YORK CITY 

Telephone VAnderbilt 3-0640 

- ESTABLISHED 1896 -

Mr. S. B. Ashbrook 
Covington, Ky. 

Dear Mr. Ashbrook:-

BOARD OF GOVERNORS 

CLARENCE W. BRAZER 
ARTHUR W. DEAS 
GEORGE R. M. EWING 
FREDERIC R. HARRIS 
MAX G. JOHL 
EDWARD S. KNAPP 
HARRY L. LINDQUIST 
ARTHUR E. OWEN 
CHARLES J . PHILLIPS 

HON. LIFE GOVERNOR 

JOHN N. LUFF 

As per Mr. LindqUist's request I looked .through 
the article of B.K.Miller on the U.S. Dies and 
under 1851 I find the following reference. 

Year No. Denom. Die 
The same dies 

1851 30-2 1 89 were used for the 
33 3 90 perforated issue 
34 5 91 of 1857-60(Nos.40-
35 10 92 54) and for the 
36 12 93 1875 Reprints 
37 24 94-95 54 a-h. 
38 30 96 
39 90 97 

If you prefer to have the volume containing 
this article shipped on to you, I shalL be glad to 
do so . 

Sincerely yours, 



, n u ary 22 ,~ 1944 Stamps 

A Tribute to Percy Doane 
By B. D. FORSTER 

R EADERS of Time select "the man of 
the year," so perhaps we in the stamp 

field ought to do something along the same 
line. For my choice of the "stamp auc
tioneer of the year," I would propose 
Percy G. Doane, for the year 1943, just 
past. 

In his 342nd sale, held December 6th 
and 7th, 1943, he called attention to the 
remarkable condition of the covers of
fered, and dealers and collectors bid the 
prices up and up; many would-be buyers 
came away empty-handed. Mr. Doane is 
known for his conservative descriptions, 
which are a joy and a delight, and so 
when he just mentioned the unusual con
dition of the covers, everyone knew this 
must t ruly be choice material. As an 
example of his reserve in describing ma
terial, I fail to find once in his catalog 
mention of the word "superb," despite the 
choice grade of the offerings. 

The sale brought very high prices, yet 
was handled with a simple catalog con
taining no illustrations. 

Perc has befriended and helped me for 
more than thirty years, and he has a legion 
of admirers among collectors and dealers. 
N ever have I heard him speak against 
any of his competitors, and he is most lib
eral in assisting the novice and giving 
l~onest advice. 

He began business at 154 Nassau Street, 
New York, in 1894, and . in his present 
quarters in 1897. He shuns publicity, and 
the editor of STAMPS aptly recorded 
his reticent nature in describing Perc's 
embarrassment when on his birthday three 
years ago he received a singing telegram. 

The years have wrought few changes in 
his office. Modern devices are nowhere 
in evidence, though his calendars are 
brought up to date more frequently now 
than they once 'were, and one of his three 
counter tables now sports a clock about 
fou r inches square. It appears as a mod
ern intruder, but is tolerated, in all prob
ability, because it runs slow. Perc has 
no telephone, no adding machine, not even 
a pencil sharpener, but he gets results. 

(EDITOR'S NOTE: There is probably 
no other figure in the stamp WQrld whose 
quaint ways and simple honesty have 
earned the universal love and respect that 
is bestowed on Percy Doane, His special 
niche in the philatelic scene is one which 
will remain especially his always, and he 
will go down in the annals of phi1ately·~ 
as a particular figure of importance, 
though his whole sojourn in it bespeaks 
a quiet gentility that sought no attention 
for himself. He is truly a gentleman of 
the old school, one of whom many have 
said the world would be a better place if 
there were more like him. If this sounds 
like an epitaph, it is only because all too 
much it is the habit of men to omit 
"flowers for the living.") 



• 
Identifica . n C rt for the 

Types of the United States 
One Cent Stamp of 

1851-1857 
MOST collectors and dealers who have 

not made a thorough study of the 
subject have always found the One Cent 
Stamp of 1851-1857 difficulty to identify. 

For the specialist who is really inter
ested in the stamp the work of Stanley B. 
Ashbrook, of course, gives a very schol
arly and thorough analysis, but the casual 
collector, who merely wants the listed 
types for his collection, seldom feels sure 
of himself when it comes to identifying 
the various types. 

Mortimer L. Neinken, 49 West 23rd 
Street, New York 10, N. Y., has made a 
valuable contribution to the subject in a 
chart which he has just issued. He first 
shows the original die, with all the vari
ous sections of the design labeled, and 
then illustrates ten designs which clearly 
point out the essential differences of each 
type. In the imperforate stamps descrip
tions accompany which make it easily 
possible to identify Scott's Nos. 3D, Type 
I; 3OB, Type IB; 30B, Type 1A; Type 
Ie, which is not listed; 31, Type II, 32D. 
Type IV; 32, Type III; and 32B, Type 
rnA. 

In the perforated issue, the chart points 
out Scott's Nos. 40, Type I; 40B, Type 
IA; Type IC, not listed; 41, Type II; 
42D, Type IV; 42, Type III, 42B, Type 
lIlA; 42F, Type V; and Type V A, which 
is not listed. 

The chart has been approved by Stan
ley B. Ashbrook and is distributed by 
Murray Simnock & Co., 116 Nassau 
Street, New York 7. N. Y., at ~l.OO per 
copy 

Stam ps Mer~n 9, 19.1,6 





At the dinner of the Stamp and Coin Division of the New York and Brooklyn Federations of 
Jewish Charities in New York Tuesday evening, November 30, 1943. Left to right: Chairman 
Stack: Roy M. North, Deputy' 3rd Asst. P.M. General , who was guest speaker: and Edward 

Stern, Honorary Chairman. 

Iy 

Jo , VV..I 
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don, known best perhaps for his em
bossed revenues; Towner Webster, 
another specialist in the 3c 1851-57 
issues, and who is also accumulating 
an interesting coJleetion of U. S. 
stamps that look fine on the face, but 
which may have a minor thin spot, 
a small tear, or some other defect 
that detracts from its value but not 
its beauty; Arthur Van Vlissinger, 
New York Foreign Cancellations; 
Chuck Marony, U. S. Packet Boats, 
R. R. Cancels and Confeds ; Bill 
Stewart of Postal Markings; Larry 
Edmunds, a more or less reformed 
Precancellist; Stew Dawson, 19th 
Century U. S.; W. D. Kenworthy, lc 
and 3c 1851-57, among others; W. A. 
Keightley, general U. S.; and a new, 
and perhaps temporary member, 
none other than Major Max G. Johl, 
the U. S. 20th Century expert who is 
now stationed in Chicago; as well 
as two others, Orville Sampson and 
Deloss Grant, whom we missed meet
ing on this trip. 

A great bunch to draw to, who are 
making Chicago an important fac
tor in the phll.~c wprld. 
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Stamp Shops Are 
Booming in Chicago 

ALL of the stamp shops that 
we were able to visit on a brief 
stop in Chicago, en route to 

Tucson and Phoenix, Arizona, re
port a thriving business. Joseph 
Whitebourgh of the Garden City 
Stamp Agency, 68 West Washing
ton Street, says he has solved the 
mystery of the scarcity of material 
and the prevailing high prices, and 
that it is all due to the fact tha 
prices in Europe have risen to sue 
heights, due to inflationary and othe 



The Jacobs Club 
At ].farsh II F · l ' 

FOR many years, a group of Chi
cago collectors and dealers, head

ed by Ernest Jacobs, have lunched 
every Friday, as well as many Mon
days, at Marshall Field's Men's 
Grill When we first met with this 
group they numbered about half a 
dozen, and met out in the open 
spaces of the restaurant. N ow they 
have been promoted to a regular 
booth and number a dozen or more 
regulars, in addition to many visitors. 
Among those who will usually be 
found at the luncheons are: Number 
One Man, Ernest Jacobs, himself, 
who has done more to create an ap
preciation of superb U. S. stamps 
than any other man in this country; 
Dick Cabeen, Stamp Editor, in his 
leisure, of the Chicago Tribune, and 
an expert on U. S. 3c 1851-57; Fitz 
Gore, who has built a marvelous col
lection of upcrb U. S.; Ted Shel-



packets-of all things. Merrill came 
in late that day so we assume he 
was trying to dodge the job. They 
had a nice set of the Columbian Dol
lar values on display at $200, and 
a set of U. S. Zepps at $57.50. 

Down the street at 118 W. Mon
roe Street, we ran into a new store 
run by C. H. Hunt, well known for 
his controlled mail supplies. He had 
a fine lot of used Occupied Nations 
Stamps, many in complete sheets 
with neat registered cancels in the 
center of each block, which he was 
selling at $2 per sheet. 

Two of the smartest stamp men in 
Chicago are Olaf Nagel and Henry 
Kuhlmann, who conduct the Stamp 
Auction Service at 58 W. Washing
ton Street. They were just break
ing up a fine collection of used U. s. 
Department Stamps and U. S. Rev
enues with handstamp cancellations. 
No need to write them though, as 
the lot was going fast and will be 
gone by the time this appears in 
print. Thev were proud of one rare 





invest, a minimum 

. de. N.L." may he 01 
appear in STAMPS 

r U.S.A.
I in Book. 1915 (401) 

1915 (402) 

1915(403) 

These few philatelic things 
were not "be-smuged" with 

A-Jap-Insult! 
It was applied (by way of 
an overprint) to all the 
Philippine Island stamps the 
Japs seized, alter BAT AAN! 

The Booklet Panes de
scribed below were received 
in the U.S.A.-from the 
Philippine Island Philatelic 
Agency in - Manila (mailed 
out just belore Pearl Harbor 
and Bataan. The story of 
the overprints was a news 

1918 (524) $5 green and black Franklin, arrow block of 4, with 1 Plate No ... ...... . 45.00 

1918 (547) $2 carmine and black Franklin, arrow block of 4, with 1 Plate No . ...... . 22.50 

1930 (C13) 65c Zeppelin , Block of 4 .. ...... . ............................... . 35.00 

U. S. OFFICES IN CHINA, K17 and K18, Blocks of 4 ..... ...... ... . ........... . 25 .00 

FINE MINT, O. G. USED CACHETED FIRST DAYS 
Cal. 
No. 

The Bi-Color Flag Setl- --------=--II-------=--I----------
909 5c Poland ..... . 
910 5c Czech .. . ... . 
911 5c Norse . . .... . 
912 5c Luxembu . .. . 
913 5c ands .. 

'-.. 
::I 

c .. 
-< 

co 
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COLUMN 

A weekly column conducted by George B. 
Sloane. 116 Nassau Street. New York. N. Y .. 
recognized Ilhilatelic exIlert and authority. 

R 

Were Department Stamps 
Demonetized? 

Dr. Carroll Chase reports acquisition 
of a 3c brown, Treasury Department 
stamp, tied to an official cover, dated 
::Vfarch 19, 1906, used from Fairview, 
Oklahoma, (then a Territory), addressed 
to the Commissioner of Internal Revenue, 
Washington, D. C. It is a printed, self
addressed envelope, and the cover ob
yiously is not philatelic. 

This is an extraordinarily late usage of 
a Department stamp, and I would be 
interested in learning if any reader can 
show a legitimate usage of anyone of the 
Department stamps at or near this period, 
and most particularly, a later usage. 
Covers used philatelically or for some 
one's amusement would, of course, be of 
Ii ttle interest. 

The question is also raised by Dr. Chase 
as to when, if ever, the Department issues 
were demonetized. 

Superficial research seems to indicate 
that no order ever issued from the Post 
Office Department declaring these stamps 
invalid for postage. Pas ibly it was felt 
no such order was required since the gen
eral public had little opportunity of legally 
using any of the stamps. The Post Office 
Department's booklet (1937), describing 
and illustrating U. S. stamps, makes this 
comment regarding the Department 
stamps: "These stamps were supplanted 
on May 1, 1879, by the penalty envelope 
and on the 5th of July, 1884, were de
clared obsolete." Obsolete, out of date, 
no longer used, but the word, "demone
tized," is not used. A careful search of 
John N. Luff's book, "The Postage 
Stamps of the United States," (1902), 
gives no indication that the stamps were 
demonetized, but he, also, uses the word, 
"obsolete." 

Xine executive departments of the gOY
ernment, Agriculture, Executive, Interior, 
Justice, Navy, Post Office, State, Treas
ury and 'Var, participated in the usage 
oi these stamps, each with their own sepa
rately identified sets of stamps, and which 
first went into usage, July 1, 1873. The 
Executives were, I believe. the first to 
fall into disuse, while the last to remain 
in fairly general usage were the VVar De
rartment issues. Although the Post Office 
Department called upon the various other 
departments to return any stocks of un
used remainders on hand when the issues 
became obsolete. )'1r. Luff reports that 
orne of them complied with the request, 

while others declined on the ground that 
they had paid for the stamps and should 
not be expected to give them up unless 
properly compensated. 

It is probable that some stamps from 
these remaining stocks continued to be 
used after July 5, 1884, and I believe that 
I have seen 'Var Department covers used 
after this date. 



ED STAMPS 

G. SEYMOUR THOMPSON 
Honora ry Life Me mber , 

C lub Ph ilatelique d ' Egypte 

Enlarged specimen of the 1866 first issue 
of Egypt. 

overprinting the background of the 
5 piastres, with the inscr iption 
for the ] 0 piastres, this constitut
ing one of the major varieties of 
Egypt. The paper was water·
marked with the device of a star
and-pyramid while the backgrounds 
differed slightly north and south, 
with the consequence that the 
watcrmark may be found either way 
up with reference to the background, 
and the background to the overprint, 
and it is apparent that either side 
of the paper was used: consequently 
four var ieties of this watermark 
exist. Descriptions in full may be 
found in Melville's "Egypt" and 
Georges Zehedi's catalog published 
in Cairo (last issue ]938/9). 

The next occasion for overprinting 
was at the New Year ] 878/9 when 
a shortage of 5 and 10 para stamps 
(i. e. 11'1 and 14 piastre, respectively, 
equiyalent to % cent and ] 14 cents, 
respectively) were required for 
Xmas and New Year cards. These 
overprints consisted of the figures 
"5" or "10" in heavy black figures 
with paras expressed both in French 
and in Arabic, on the 21/~ piastres 
purple, in two shades. 1m-erts are 
found as well as some forgeries which 
are difficult to detect. There is 8 

,-ariety of the "5" which is constant, 
wherein t~,e flaff of the fi p:ure did 
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Alfred H. Cospary Recovers 

Stamps Lost After the 
Hind Sale 

IN tIle issue of STAMPS for De-
cember 9, 1933, after the sale of 

the famous Arthur Hind collection, 
November 20-24, inclusive, 1933, the 
following ad appeared: 

LOSS OF STAMPS FROM THE 
" HIND SALE 

A client has had the misfortune to 
lose the following stamps he purchased 
at the Hind Auction at the Waldorf
Astoria hotel o~ ,November 24th. 

St. Louis. On Pelure paper. Two 
5c on cover tied together by a red 
PAID. 

U. S. 1851. 12c black, diagonal half 
on front of cover with Hawaii 5c blue. 

U. S. 1857. 5c brick-red, unused 
block of three and a single making 
up a reconstructed block. ~ 

U. S. 1869. 15c brown and blue, Type 
1., superb block of 6, unused. 

Goliad. 5c black on gray, GOLIAD 
in small sloping type. 

Goliad. 10e black on rose, on Patri
otic cover. 

Memphis. 5c rose red, unused, and 
a single and pair on two covers. 

Nashville. 5c carmine, on cover, 
tied on. 

A liberal reward will be paid for the 
return of the above stamps. 

Charles J. Phillips 
The Mayflower 

15 Central Park West 
New York 

The client referrcd to was Alfred 
H. Caspary, and the stamps were 
prcsumably left ill a taxicab aftcr 
he had s cured them at the Waldorf
Astoria Hotel. For ten years noth
ing furth r had been heard of the 
stam ps, but reccntly t1l ey turned up, 
ancI we understand that Mr. Caspary 
has "ccovcred all of them, except the 
Goliad JOc black on rose, on Patri-
oti' Cover. .' 

The full tory of thcir recovery 
hn~ not been told, but we want to 
cOllgratulate Mr. Caspary on recov
ering this p"operty aftcr all these 
years. 

" 
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eral hundred cachets were sent out 
to commemorate the event. 

* * * 
It's a swell thing to have friends 

who own apple orchards, orange 
"'roves, and such. We are again in
debted to II. W. Blanks of Colombia, 
La., for a box of shelled jumbo 
pecans, which added much to our 
holiday ·hcer. 

* t * 
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Fr >d C. Wilharm of Wilkinsburg, w 

Pa., has sent out an illtersting 
hristmas card, showing his picture 

on a postage stamp. It is dedicated 
to his philatelic interests, and shows 
his A.P.S. and .P.A. numbers 011 

it, which by a strang coincidence 
are the same-18718. 

* * * 
That man Malcolm C. Dizer is 

her> again with another original. 
La t July we mentioned in our 

wsbits" that he was always com
ing a long with something nobody else 
had ever done. So, what's he do now 
but reproduce that item on a full 
page reproduction of a STAMPS 
cover, and us it for tIle cover piece 
of his hristmas Gr eting folder. 

* * * 
The item illcntioned hi being 

in the Merchant Marine, so on 
the inside pages of the folder, he 
pictorially tells the story of his May
June-July adventures at sea and in 
~ orth Africa. We are shown "Main 

11 
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c 

a 

a 

e Street" in Casablanca; the Roosevelt-
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le 

"GOING!~~ 

Catalogues of the sale 0 

of the collection of 
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Mr . Stanley B. Ashbrook 
33 No. Ft. Thomas Avenue 
Ft. Thomas. Ky. 

Dear Mr. Ashbrook: 

Santa ~arbara. Calif. 
June 27, 1949 

Last week I had the great pleasure of s-pending a day 
with Dr. Carroll Chase at his home in New Hampshire. As you 
would know , he showed me some tremendous treasures and at the 
same time very graciously looked through the few things I had 
brough t wi th me. 

One of these latter was a cover bearing a one-cent 1851 
which consisted of a four page market letter dated at St. Louis. 
January 15. 1857. called "Merchants' Exchange Price Current ll • 

In this letter there is quoted a new postoffice regulation which 
Dr. Chase couldn't recall having seen before and in which he thought 
you might be interested. He suggested that I send it to you, 
which I am doing by enclosing a cony with this letter. I shall 
be glad to have your comments. 

Dr. Chase also said that I ought to send you two or three 
other items and that you would not mind if I did so. You will 
therefore find enclosed three 3¢ 1861's. The one with the target 
cancellation is ohe that I purchased in the last Billig and Rich 
sale for around $8 - as a pink, but Dr. C. is doubtful that it is 
a pink. To me, it looks practically the same as the one with the 
two-etroke pen cancel which I am quite sure is not a pink. 

The third stamp is apparently on diagonally laid paper. 
an uncataloged variety, but I suppose it is simply one that was 
stuck for a long time on an envelope made of laid paper. Would 
you care to pass on it? 

In casa the pink is not a pink(I). may I have your ~er-
mission to return it to Billig and Rich, quoting you? I am a 
member of the APS but am not famili ar with the way these things are 
handled. If there is a charge, don't hesitate to let me know. 

It is a very queer coincidence. but after I had started to 
type this letter I had to go out for a while and I stopped at a 
bookseller's where I picked up a copy of your volume I, on the 3~ 
1851-57, in practically new condition, for $3 - which certainly 
sounded like a bargain to me if the two volumes aTe bringing $50 
at auction as I am told. 

I hope I am not making ~IUlisance of myself. 

L~~~ 
14 E. Carrillo St •• Santa Barbara.Cal. 
Member 3¢ 1851-57 unit. 



r . C. ! . Re ole , 
14 E. Carrillo, 

July 2 " 1949. 

oanta nrbo.re. , Cali;r . 

DeL l? I • R nel : 

In roply to yours of the 27th, I aD re
turning h l~ewith the three cop10s of th 3¢ 1861 
and b0g to inform you th t th cop~r 'w i th the 
t ')get cuncel 1r: not "PIITK I but t. co 0 r ose . 
It i not ove . What is ter ad If e. ne r nk. " By 
dvico is to r turn this cOPJ to B1 !c ... 
. d r qtl! r-t return of the l'Ul'9chaso price . You 

ce_ta' 11y ~~ at liberty to quot mG . I 'ght 
remind you, th t buying stn __ ., and (,overs at auction 
is n very risky prnctlc unless 0.' in abso1utelz 
ur the.t tho ito S TO!l. descl")ibed. 

• - I 

Thanks vel--Y ch' for the copy of the . 1. G. 
Regula tion of Jan e.ry 185'7. Yes , I lUS fa ·1J.:,,0.1 1itl 
vb12 Rc~ l.ti n s it a" t P. O. D. ~xerpretnt1 n 
of n section of t~e ct of Jan. 2 857. Plea~e 
rofor to Volu On· , o~ Ole D. S. OnG Cent 
1851- 18.)'7 , 10. 

P. L. 
ee 
rt 

copy of Vol . 1 of r~ 
attractiv~ pr c • 

• n Dr ted !i: full 
y 1857) - und~r ".;;.;R;.;:;o~;;:;.:..:~:.;..:;.:;;;.. 

th t a . l'y 

about t 

O( 18_ t·to_ f, 
suoh an 

S co ely yours !J 

'~ 
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Dear Mr. Ashbrook: 

Santa Barbara 
Sept. 12. 1949 

Just a line to let you know. that thanks to your help 
I received a refund from Bil ig and Rich of the amount thet 
I had naid them for that so-called pink that wasn't even a 
near-pink. You may recall that I sent it to you at Dr. 
Chase's suggestirn some time ago. and you very kindly gave 
me your opinion in no uncertain terms. 

Both Billig and Rich were away for the summer, hence 
the delay. In this morning's mail was Mr. Billig's check -
no letter or note of apology with it, but the check was the 
most important. 

You may also recall that I mentioned having the good 
fortune to pick up a copy of volume I of your book on the 
l¢ 1851-57 for $3.50. After I received your letter I com-
pared your signature with the one in the frontof the book and 
discovered that I had an autographed copy! I have only read 
it through about three times so far! Now if I can only 
pick up volume II somewhere. 

I have slowly acquired a few copies of t he one-cents, 
several of which I have been able to plate from your illus-
trations which are certainly remarkable. The only thing 
I h -ve that could possibly be of any interest to you, I think, 
is a Type V on a newspaper wrapper. It has no distinguishing 
m8rks on it other than a New York oval cancellation, undated 
of course, but I should imagine such a wrapper would be unusual 
because it would be so seldom that anyone would save such a 
thing. This is a manila cylinder, very much l1ke the ones 
issued later by the ~ostoffice with envelope stamns on them. 

My best regards, and thanx you ~gain. 

Very truly yours, 

8~ 
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Seals, 
• 

ec. 7 Recalls u e 
Sales First Started In 1907 

By DICK RAMEY pearing at the bottom, was issued 1920. Part were typographed and 

a 

" g 
f 
Ii 

Next Sunday ,vill mark not only so that sales could conLnue until part produced by offset printing a 
a memorable anniversary in Amer- Jan. 1, 1908. in 1921, while all three methods 
~can military history-the 1941 at- The first-year sea:s were issued were employed in producing the 
tack on ~earl Harbor, bringing this and sold by the Delaware Chapter 1925 seals. In 1924 and for the 
country mto WOTld War II-but of the Am e l' i can National Red last 22 years, beginning in 1926, the 
also that of a g l' eat charitable Cross. In 1908, 1909 and 1910 they offset method has. been used ex
eVEnt, the intro~uction of Christmas w~re issued and sold by the Am- clusively. 
Seals m the Umted States. el'lcan National Red Cross. From Designers of the seals 

On Dec. 7, 1907, the first such seal 1911 through 1917 they also were been: 1907, Miss Emily P. Bissell; 
this side of the Atlantic was sold- issued by the American National 1908, Howard Pyle; 1909, Carl Win
in Wilm:ngton, Del. During the Red Cross, but were sold by the gate; 1910, Mrs. Guion Thompson; 
holiday season of that year nearly National Association for the Study 1911, Anton Rudert under the di
$4,000 worth of seals were sold, and Prevention of Tuberculosis. rection of F. D. Millet; 1912, John 
netting a profit of $3,000 to combat These of 1918 and 1919 again were H. Zeh; 1913, C. J. Budd; il.914 and 
tuberculosis. Gross receipts first ~ssued by the Red Cross, but were 1915, Benjamin S. Nash; 1916 and . 
passed tbe $1,000.000 mark in 1916 sold by the Nakional Tuberculosis 1917, :r. M. Cleland; 1918, Charles ~ 
surpassed $3,000,000 ~n 1919, reached Association. A. V'lmtel'; 1919 and 1920, E!'nest '1 

the four million mark for the first Actually no sea:S were sold in Hamlin Baker; 1921, George V. 
time in 1923. 1918. They were given to members Curtis; 1922, T. M. Cleland; 1923, 

Each year the sale has grown, and to others in lots of 10 each, the Rudolph Ruzicka; 1924, George V. 
realizing $15,600,000 in 1945. Even a National Tuberculosis Association Curtis; 1925, Robert G. Eberhard; 
greater tota~ I is expected for the being subsidized that year by a 1926, George V. Curtis; 1927 and 
1947 drive which opened Nov. 24 gift of $2,500,000 from the American 1928, John W. Evans; 1929, George 
in Danville and elsewhere. Five NatIOnal Red Cross. V. Curtis; 1930 and 1931, John W. 
billion seals are ava;lable at 1 cent L . C A Evans; 1932, Edward V. Volkman; 
each. orrame ross ppears 1933, Hans A..xel Walleen; 1934, 

Since 1920 Christmas Seals have Herman D. Giesen; 1935, Ernest I 
Started in Denmark ~een iss u e d an~ sold b'y ~he Na- Hamlin Baker; 1936, Walter I. 

Einar Holboell, an employee of t~onal TuberculOSIS ASSOCiation and Sasse; 1937,' A. Robert NeLson; 
the Danish Post Office Department, smce .1919 each seal has b~rn the 1938, Lloyd Coe; 1939, Rockwell 
is credited with having created the Lorrame Cr.oss, .adopted m 1920 Kent; 1940, Felix L. Martini; 1941, 
Christmas seal. It was Holboell's u n del' reglstrat~o~ as the trade Stevan Dohanos; 1942, Dale Nich
idea that money cou:-d be raised for mark of the assoclatlo~. . ols; 1943, Andre Duga; 1944, Spence 
charitable purposes by the sale of The double-bar Lorrame cross, ;n- Wildey' 1945 Park Phipps' 1946 
Christmas seals. Their product~()I1l cidentally, dates back to the Ninth Lloyd 'Coe' '1947 Raymo~d H' 
for use in the United States was Century when it was made the em- Lufkin. " . 
suggested by Jacob Riis, journali&t ble~ ?f the eastern braoch of the 
and social service worker. The Chl'lstlan Church. The Crusaders 
first one, in 1907, was designed by are be~ieved to have been the first 
Miss Emily P. Bissell, bear~ng the to bring it to Europe. Godfrey, the 
words "M e l' l' Y Christmas," sur- Duke of Lorraine, adopted it as his 
rounded by a wreath and below a s tan d a l' d when he was elec~d 
red cross. Soon thereafter another Christian ruler of Jerusalem ;n 1099. 
1907 seal of similar design but with During World Wars I and II it 
the words "Happy New Year" ap- formed the central design in the 

/Ii 79th Division insignia. 
• Whereas all Christmas seals from 

1907 through 1918 bear the Red 
Cross, and those from 1920 to daJte 
the Lorrai'C]e Cross, both crosses ap
pear on the 1919 seal. 
Inscriptions Vary 

After the two-type inscription of 
1907, those of the ne~t 12 years
excepting 1913 - con ,t a i ned the 
words "Merry Christmas and Happy 

- New Year," but since 1919 there 
have been varying inscriptions. The 
word "Health" appeared thereon 
for the first time in 1919. The varl
OllS wordings have be€lc] as follows: 

"Merry Christmas," 1907, 1913, 
1923,' 1926, 1932, 1941, 1942, 1944, 
1947. 

"Merry Christmas and Happy 
New Year," 1907, 1908, 1909, 1910. 
1911, 1912, 1914, 1915, 1916, 1917, 
1918, 1919 (also "Health.") 

"Merry Christmas, Healthy New 
Year," 1920, 1921. 

"Merry Christmas and Good 
Health," 1925. 

"Merry Christmas, Health to 
All," 1930. 

"For Health," 1922. 
"Health, Christmas," 1924. 
"Christmas Greetings and Good 

Health," 1927. 
"Christmas Greetings," 1928, 1931, 

1933, 1940 ("25th Annual Seal" also 
appeared in <1931). 

"Health Greetings," 1929, 1938. 
"Season's Greetings," 1934. 
"Christmas," 1935. 
"Holiday Greetings," 1936. 
"Greetings," ' 1937, 1943, 1945, 1946. 
No words appeared on the 1939 

seal. 
Collector Attracted 

While the Christmas Seal is not 
a postage stamp, it has become 
associated with the postal service 
because of its use on letters and 
packages, and thus has attracted 
stamp collectors. 

The seals of the first 10 years
excepting 1911-were lithographed. 
Those of 1911, 1917, 1922 and 1923 
were typographed. Approximately 
half were lithographed and half 
typographed in 1918, 1919 and 
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Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook 
33 N. Ft. Thomas Avenue 
Ft. Thomas, Ky. 

Dear Stan: 

PHILIP H. WARD . JR . 

1616 WALNUT STREET 

PHILADELPHIA 3 

February 1, 1949 

In reply to your letter of Janua.ry 30th would advise that the 
pair of the 10¢ 1847, ~t; est lot #295, was found by Colonel Bandholtz along with 
several other covers. 

To go back to the first, I had known General Bankholtz, his 
father, very well and one day at the Philatelic Agency Mrs. Shaughnessy intro
duced me to his son, who was then a Major. A few weeks after Carl Young, a 
smaller local dealer, offered me about three covers with JO¢ 1847 all cut into. 
A few days later a second dealer offered me a couple similar covers all from the 
same correspondence. Following this Wolsieffer had two beautiful copies in one 
of his auctions which I purchased at the time. I knew these were coming from 
a single source but could not ask the dealers where th~ had gotten them nor 
had I any idea who had made the find, which was addressed to Philadelphia. About 
two months after this B. K. Miller, whose collection is now in the New York 
Library and who is the first collector who spent over $1,000 at one time .nth me, 
phoned from Washington that he was coming up for a visit. He was a grand old 
man, I always took him home for dinner and he used to sit on the floor and play 
vd.th my two little girls who were then around four or five. This time he told 
me he had something wonderful to show me and when he opened his suitcase he had 
possibly 75 to 100 covers, all with 10¢ 1847. Out of the entire lot there was 
not a single stamp that had four margins, all of them being cut into on one side 
or more. I told Mr. Miller at the time that I knew some covers were being held 
back and that the man evidently knew the good from the bad for he had weeded out 
all of his poor pieces. Mr. Miller bought the lot from Coleman in Washington 
and did not advance any information as to the original finder. He was going to 
New York after he left me and invited me to visit him at the University Club. 
I went over to New York, ha.d lunch with him and then we walked down to the Scott 
Company where costales was on hand. He started to tell Costales about the find 
and Costales said immediately, "Oh yes, that's the Bandholtz 19t". My ears 
picked un for this was the information I wanted. I immediately ca~e back, tele
graphed General Bandholtz at his home for he had retired and asked him as to the 
find. He wrote me that he had not made the find and that it was evidently his 
son. 

I knew his son \vas stationed at Frankford Arsenal; I immediately 
phoned the Arsenal and was told that he was transferred to M~I.T. in Boston where 
they had a Cavalry Reserve Corps and Bandholtz was assigned there to instruct the 
Unit. I immediately wrote him, told him I had been a friend of his father's for 
man,v years and r ecalled our meeting in lnashington. He remembered me and wrote 
back that he had a few nice things left out of the find. I showed the letter to 
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Gibson, who was then enthusiastic about the 1847 issue, and he wanted me to go 
there at once. ~ however, waited a couple weeks for Dan was going to have a sale 
and I wanted to kill both birds with one stone. I told Bandholtz I was coming 
and he asked me to phone him on arrival. 

Several other oeople who knew about the lot were also converging 
on Boston at the same day, unknown to each other however. I took the night train, , 
reached Boston verJ early, phoned Bandhqltz around 8 O'clock and was at his home 
in ~atertown about 8:30. When I saw his collection I realized that he had kept 
all the beautiful things. I bought it on the spot, wired Gibson that the collection 
surpassed our greatest expectations and that I would be home tomorrow, which was a 
Sunday. I took the collection to Dan's office and your friend, Perry, who had later 
turned out was sent to Boston by Ackennan to buy the lot, said to me, "What have 
you got there?". I said, "The Bandholtz 1847". His ears picked up and he said, 
"I do not believe you". I told him then I did not care whether he believed me or 
not. Burger heard the conversation and later told me he had come to Boston to buy 
them, that he had reached Bandholtz about two hours after I had been there and was 
told that I had bought the collection. Colson also was there ahead of me but tri~d 
to get it for nothing and ran down the urice, hence Bandholtz refused to do business. 

If I recall rightly, I paid around $11,000 for the collection. Perry 
asked me what I would take for it and I told him that I did not want to sell it, 
that I had it for a special client and, of course, he knew to whom I was referring. 
He and Judge Emerson did not attend the sale that night but stayed in Dan's office 
going over the covers which had been mounted. Judge Enerson wanted the pair, which 
you recently sold, wanted the pair showin.:-- the Double Transfer in "Post Office" 
and the nair showing the Double Transfer in "X". These, like all of the other 
stamos, were on the entire covers. Emerson insisted on buying these three pieces 
separately and I absolutely refused to break the lot. Perry offered me 10,000 for 
the lot and I told him he was crazy. Vie argued in Dan's office until 1 0' clock, 
when I picked up the collection and told them I was going back to the hotel and would 
put the stamps under my pillow for the night so no one would disturb them. 

The next morning, about 8 o'clock, Perry phoned and offered $12,000. 
I refused it and he told me that if I was selling them to Gibson I could tell him 
that he would refuse to plate them. I told him I did not give a damn what he would 
or would not do and that it was none of his business what I would do with them. I 
reached home early Sunday morning, called Mr. Gibson about 8 O'clock and made arrange
ments to bring them out and show than to him. He bought the lot for $15,000 and 
we sat down and figured out what each single pair and strip would cost him. The next 
morning when I went over to his bank he had a letter from Perry telling him that the 
lot was not worth over $10,000 and that if he paid any more he was a fool. I immediate
ly told Gibson he would have the privilege of turning them back if he wanted to and 
that there would be no hard feeling. He said he was more than pleased, considered 
the price fair and that he had no doubt Perry would plate them for he could not afford 
to lose his business. He luentioned at the time that he thought Perry was a gentleman 
and was indeed surprised that he should have written such a letter • 

. ~ After Perry had finally plated the lot and he had taken out what he 
wanted, Gibson had the balance which he did not .... vant and he gave me first pick so 
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that I could take to sell any that I wanted for my clients. As I recall~ he 
kent the nicer things so I only retained a few pieces. He advised that he felt 
it nothing more than fair in view of the fact that Perry had plated them that 
he be given the opportunity of selling the balance. I suggested that he not turn 
them over to Perry at his cost from which a commission would be deducted but that 
he add to the figures he had paid sufficient to take care of the commission. This 
he did and Perry sold every lot in spite of the fact that Gibson had fine things .~ 
at these figures and Perry had simply the leavings. This just proved to Gibson 
that Perry's letter was in the heat of anger and that he was simply trying to kill 
the sale in devaluating the lot. 

We now come to your cover. ~nen I acquired this lot I picked 
out this cover along with the pair of 5¢ on cover from the same find~ west lot 
#260. I had these two pieces for several years when West came along and offered 
me what I considered twice what they were worth. He~ hence, acquired them and 
they came up in the Yiest Sale. For your information, this was the finest pair 
of the 10¢ 1847 in the Ludlow Beebee find. 

~ 

I have gone into great detail and am sending the letter in dupli
cate in case you care to pass on a copy to your client. He evidently knows me 
anyhow so that he would be glad to have this information. 

With kind personal regards, 

s~ur~. 

PHILIP H. WARD, JR. 

PHVi ~JR: nnw 

,f.,..,.I:L--~ ~ ~ 
" ~ AJt. ~~o~4 " 

:.. 

4. 

'. 



"r . P .1 Rohloff , 
22 est :onro st . J 

Chic go , I 1 . 

Denr Panl: 

Feb . 20, 1949 . 

HerO\1 th the four :1 tems as per yours of Friday -

#1 - 5~ but'f' cover - Thi" cover :i., g onUl.ne but the stamp 
to right is-d aaed at tlO uPP I' right corner , a. d the ddres3 ha 
been touched up. Tho postmark on the sta ps 1s the s o~e s on 
the face but O.leone took these stnI!lPS off the cover and did not 
replace the in the I' original position. quartz lamp sho -'S this -
The fr cd rod marking trU . S . PAID 1 If is very faint and lndicates ( ?) 
thnt the frcn~ of th oo"e1' S 1 shed. In other words , there ~as 
a b1t of onkey b lsinass 1I1lth tho cov r to n fL'lttl it p . Undor such 
circUIJStancea 1£ tho cover :m.E:1 oI'fered to no U (100. 00 1 \lOU .d not 
buy it . 

12 - 5¢ rick plus lOt to Gerl any - This p~ use IBS lay 
1861, henceubsolutely O. K. I'or a brick and a lot Type V - The rate 
is also correct , lz ., 15¢' ViR Bramen Pkt . ~ith a "12" credit ou£ of 
the 15t - /hila no one can be aure th t these t 0 stu ps flere used 
on th! cover it 1 my opln on th£t they VI e . I mado c:.n ex ination 
under lamp nd f i ad to note anythinG suspic_ou' . A so the 
traCing of tho c ncel on tIl i 5;t eo S to atch th one on the lO¢,. 
A pr:tc 01'.75. 00 .for thi coveT' SeeLl.S to me to be 0 . 1: . 

,'3 - - beli ve th t thi co AI' 0 . 1" . hut it 1t"ion 
lenv s a lot; to b eS_l"ed. Note rJ.Y tl~ac1t of th post 0 the 
facA - It line up 71th t e one 01 tho st ~p 11th th e ccption of 
th JAt, . It 1 0 t of line , but this" s do .btless due to th fact 
t 1 t the origin 1 strike as J n . 5 - the "7' 11 pencl1 is the . 
eorr ct on. her 1s no indic tion of year use hut my 8~ess is th t 
the use s Jan. 7 1861, and here ~8 nhat h~ppen d . In 1861 , the 
5th of' Jan ry '0 ' on ~ turday, and hen this lett r ,as iled on 

onday, the 7t , th c1rk found he had filed to chance tle day 
logo - so he correct d it t "7" and t.. ~ e face of the covel" and 
u ed pe cil to k it fl7" on the st p . Tho st t S are a 
p rt1nlly ev red p ir. By the ov ~lnnd }·a11 t g via St . Louis 

011d be . K. for J ry 1 1 and such routing 1s MO t unco on. 
III dition. t.h. lOt rate to C 11f'ornia, id by th Brick Red, is 

o t unusu 1 . hi condition of th scovel' i far b 10 P r it 
i a scare it hether a price of 150. 00 is justif_ed d pands 
nt 13 on ho collector e 11' S to 0 In it . 

- T B stanp s nev r issued to the ubl c in In_p r -
forate cona!tion - hene it 1s in the class of roof - It is 'hat 



/'2 . ir e Paul Rohloff , Feb . 20, 1949. 

I class as "sucker ita s . " I do not cons i der such things a g ood 
investment because they are not a l'aady sale. I do not keep much 
track of such freaks but I l~ccall that n block of 4: in the 
\Jorthington sale brought only .. ?l65 . 00. But that 'las 32 years ago. 

Regarding your query on the 5¢ 1847 position dot s . Your 
letter is not quite clear 80 I better not attoopt to nns lor . No 
position dots occur in the stHr!lPS of the first vertical 1"O'\ls of ca<1h 
pane - and position dots occur in the lllargins of botil panes to the 
right of each of the loth vertical 1'o"IS. 

I am enclosing some gray prints of the 5~ and lO¢ 1847 -
I will be clad to end you 80 e . L t me kno I ho 1 many - if .. "'ou re
quire . ore than 25 I ~ill have to ht.nre so e printed - Do you tant 
any of the lot? 

Congra'tulatlons on ~ecaivinG the Grand A'lard . 

T 10 ., t ch stl~5.n" is 
iChtod to have ,ou fit any t 

Rohloff . 

V1th best 118he8 -

1'1 ya out to y and'e :vi11 be de
e . And l'or.lambe1" , tllJ.. includes l1rs . 

Cordially yours , 

'. 



D r 1. 

TIt!' . it t OUl'l ito r your (3 Oi .... ir .. •. 

,. - Th_B t P as nev r issued to t 1 P ). ic in _ .. pOI'
for te co~a t10n - h nco it ~o in th class of n roof. - It i~ 1 t 

.~ 

•• 



12 . jr . Paul ohlorr, Fcb . 20, 1 9 . 

I claRa as 'suck r ito . • " 
in ost! n' b cause they '0 
tr ~k of such tre k but I recll1 t" t 
o~h1nc;ton oalo -"0 'ht only • ago. 

ilecn dine :rour que~y on the 5)£ 18_7 po. _t1on dots . Your 
~s not q it clear 0 I b tJ.:;or 1 ot at ,,0. pt to s or . !:o 

I 
ill be r;lee 

quir 1 01 e tl 
ny of tl 1 

1 It 
ohl • 

ocour in tho stamps of the f1! at vGrtical row. 0_ eoch 
it :lots occur _n the ill g~.ns 01 00 l-pa,l 0 tl. tho 

f t 0 t.'l ratJ.cal ,L'0\"70 . 

t1 out 
l"C .. 

L ... L -

t 10 5¢' and lot 18..1'7 -
hOi? t1E1ny - :J.f Y u l'e

":", It c1 - no jO 'ant 

: r • 

t 1 '0 .rill bo d<3-
~ thin L. clu .. e~ ·"ro . 



Mr. Stanley b. Ashbrook 
33 1~. Ft. Thomas Ave., 
~t. Thomas, Ky. 

Dear Mr. Ashbrook: 

11 !laSOn street 
brookline 46, Mass. 
March 14, 1949 

Thank you for your letter of .1' ebr1.l<-.ry 28th lJermi ttiilg use of the clear 
photograph 01 the 5¢ '47 tied oJ small boston PAID grid. I have seen the 
concentric oval bROOKLI..E. 1.1A.bS. on stumps 01 the 1851-1857 period, and enclose 
an example in red on a stampless cover of 1847 in case you wou~d like to see 
the com1.J1ete marking. 

I am also enc10sllig a few puzzling Boston markings on which I should 
apprecia te your corrunents: 

(1) 
via N.Y." 

BOSTON BR. PKT. is surprising on a letter "p I-russian closed mail 
Is the 28 in red crayon Boston? 

(2) The nearest thing to a Boston Way which I have discovered in this 
period is the pencilled Due 1 on the 3¢ envelope with postmark of Sept 7 (1858-1859). 
It seems a good deal like the White Plains only VIi thout the V'"ord"Y'!ay" on the 
Boston cover. I suppose the black oblong over the Boston concentric of Jan 18 
(1861) is some sort of a New Orleans marking. 

(5) Is it .t>ossib~e to determine whether the boston He.Ld for Postage 
Dead Letter "!lostage not paid", 01 Lecember 5-13, Vias an obsolete use of the 
5¢ 1857 stamp in Dece~r 1861, or some other sort of postage deficiency in 
December l860? Ir!ciaentally, ii this is 1860 it \,iould be an earl1.est re,,{Jr0 101' 

this type of boston co~centr1.c, otherwise first knovm January 15, 1861. 

Tmmk you J. or c:ny help you can give me "..i th these i terns. 

Sir.cerely yours, 

~C.~ 

'. 





112 . ·r . L . c . B1Hke , ,.1arch 16 , 1949 . 

o. 3 - T. i~' i. ('1 ito an in~o "onting item. I doubt if tho 
u C iUS 1860 or e ""liar tllun 1861. or oxa Iplo, :1. 18GO "hy ns i t 
held up nnd ~ent to tho D. L. O. ? Ho; docs tl0 _o11o/1n~ explanation 
appeal to you':' Tl lettor.-an dfl",od Doc. 5 . It 'us r nil d lit. u 
3st '57 on Dec . 7 ("00 B at 1 P • • t. 0.11 back) , 1861. , \11'.1'1 \7nnn t t it 
. v.rh.d "OLD .>TJ\: Pb NOT R ';COG TI2 DII nd or If'/.. U(} :-litl'! 3rt Duo? Por
hnpa Cl"'osly was not :toe thnt n lottor Jns c; TlG _old fo non- _ aynont 
of po. tuge ani to for :rnrd ~5¢' . P l"h' pC' th nddrerHloo isrer'al dod tho 
notic0 0 tho lettor ms sent to t:r~e D. L. O. by th~ Boston P. o. - " 
The~o "t IUS 0 0 d and tho lddrcsoo~ as not_fiea to so d postage if 
1 (c"'irod thl": 1 t (1r . This "us dO!lc a cl c.pparontly J;_ e lettor JUS 

. opt un or ~ P l' to C::>V01· . Or 0 "'h"'p the D. 0 0 O. roturned the lotter 
to tl 1'it l' in a Ga. 0 _ ent frnn'~d envolope - 1 '0 not recall if 
tch 1'0 u~ d n the lnte .iftl0t an oarly sixtie • 

tan los . • 
m ... v ry 

'" very 
:oh for your 
uch 1 Be 

lth ::1ndost l' rds 

-Lll lOar: i 
to .. 00 it . 

Sine .rel yo rc-, 

5 . O. 

0;:1 Cent bool .. 
I ate 

:')u :'1tl nod 
L·~. t~·pc 



11 ~IASOX STREET 

BROOKLIXE 46, )IA ACHrSE'fT 

r. st&nley B. Ashbrook 
Fort Thomas, T:entucq 

Dear !dr . Ashbrook: 

:arch 19, 1949 

~any thanks for your clear analysis of the 
P.C.,II. ?remen via Boston "23" pre}!aid U. S. rate on cover 
to Cuba in 1867. This is a t ypical Boston crayon y-hich 1 
lave not particularized in color as orown, but have only 
t aken as a shade of aull brick r ed, hence lis tea as a red 
without attempting to distinguish between kinds of red. 

Cur latest record lor the ~ oston CUe 1 cent. 
is Oct.20,1860 on a cover in the deWindt collection. I 
have it from Aug.22 - Oct.l,1860 with 3¢'S7 stamps, but am 
glad to auu the nice OCT/4/1860 Tith pair and single 1¢'57 
for .. hich please fina check for 55.00 enclosed . This may 
be the same cover of v.-hich I had a record as Lot 118 in 
the Mozian sale of 5ept.~7,1945. 

I avor the 1860 solution f or the HrLD FOR 
POSTAGE, but there are difficulties hard to explain. If 
ac:dressee was notified to sen l¢ by Boston DEC 7, it 
seems a short time until DEC 15( date of the concentric 
is 15 not 15}for sending the letter from :::" oston to the 
re&d Letter Office unless the addressee sent a negative 
reply from Bangor,!Yle. I assume the 5¢'57 would be cancelled 
at Boston before sending the letter to t he Dead Letter Ofl- ice 
but perhaps not while ~aiting to receive the needed l¢ stamp. 
POSTAGE/NOT PAID seems more like unpaid carrier fee than a 
10rm for OLD STAMPS, but I am not up on Dead Letter mar kinp,s. 
t. s to the concentric Boston pmk. we find four distinguishable 
variant types:the smallest(25mm) ,Ts. der indt reports as early 
as NOV 20;the other three from 25~-26mm.v8xy in err nrement of 
BOSTON MSS and inner circle, eur liest records :DEC 15 (i860;:;yours) ; 
JAN 15(unless this cover of mine is DEC 15,1860) pnd JU1~ 24 1861~ 

Sincere~)'"ours,.. /D 
IY~~----



·r . Lt urice C. "1.1 ke, 
11 ~ .Elson ~ t • , 

Brool::lino 46 , l:a80 . 

DGar ~r •. Bl ke: 

• 

f 
j 
+ , 

. 
I 
I 

I 
urc'.b. 23 , 1 i1 .... . 

y ... !' ... '!3 . 

10th ':ith 
I · 

un 

ko OJ. t 1(') J 'I YO!'!!' P . • in 
ufvioe you to do SO. If you 

t tho 0 ton Li ')!'RJ. Y I 7111 

Ro - thoBo ton I no yt 1.1 r f :r to s a 
I'LL."1,,, - ell 0. cr yo 1 1 s.f- d of en-

e l.l , u I P..ati. nev.r thou ht of it tb!lt way. Inisnunh as it is 
!'l the ~iatinct:tve an tl el" typical of' or'ton f 1:' .a.pp oxj. a'tie1y a 
cou 10 l' d c do J I t~ 1 : it. lel not )e called rod. It c~r~ 
tainly s at rod and I ~hin_,= it i rmc}} b tt r b!'crm than n bJ.."ick 
r od. any r 0,' G it ~s die tinc lva , T t ink i s.o Jd bo ei\7'on 
a. d1!:tj.nct:!.ve color n le . ! nturnl1 . .r I all referrinG to r01'e''1enc l''') 
in our Bo~ton book. 

v ry O! 
ent'_1'101y 
coJ.1ectorn 
·tIS a and 

oU[ht 

Al'thur J vi [} 
l aGO. ! b 0 COCOI' 
York use cona to on t 
very c"rco. 

1/11 - both \1 .. Gd 1.11. I.ULU. t 
~~;:.;:..;.q~~;...u~·-. . y rocoJ.' oJ.. ~ OVl 

I 1'1onder /ny they at' 

'. C 'd1n~ your D. L. O. cover . Th 
tunod to "'ond th . lit, hence t ' e letter en 
delay. 

add:ooosoe CO'Lld' 1 re 
to t 1~ D. I.J e o. uithout 

Th nk for the dat a 0 the double c~~cla )0 ton po t. arks . 



· t 
t 

Co dull you ... , 

~. 
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BC'cI<' 
of 1\.\.~.13 
Cove yo-
3<15", 

eol<"1 For 
PoSTAF,E 
Sc",,,r.. 1300 k. 

Is. P II 
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Wanted fOT Cash 

Fine U. S. and Foreign Stamp. 
Rarities 

Collections 
or 

Disposed through our 
Auction Sales 

Liberal Advance 

Large Variety of Stamps 
always in Stock 

Want Lists solicited 

., 

TELEPHONE VANDERBILT 6·0162 

VAHAN MOZIAN INC. 
Established t 901 

<.~.,.~'"" 

505 FIFTH AVE .• (AT 42ND ST.) 

Mr. Stanley B Ashbrook 
33 N Ft.Thomas Ave 
Ft.Thomas, Ky. 

Dear Mr. Ashbrook: 

March 15th, 1949 

We are again imposing on you for a 
favor, but we would prefer that you send us your 
bill for this service. 

We enclose herewith a block of the 
5¢ 1861 first design with gum. Can you tell us if 
this is the issue on the thin stamp p3.per, or could 
it be perf. proof and gunnned? We note that you have 
made a study of this particular issue, and probably 
would be in a position to let us know. 

Thanking you for this and all past 
favors. 

Yours very truly, 

HM:SL 



'. 

Vahan oz_ In ., 
505 Fifth Avo . (at 42nd) , 

~m york, H. Y . 

Gontle en: 

March 17 , 1949. 

Hore 71th tho IIbI c . ItS 

r.::' in is n )1 to proof itl 17u1:0 l!.'\u 
course, .fa:e p '. orn.t10 • • 'J." a po.poj.~ 

0_ tho "PrO! iar s" lilS not GV ~ si! . lo.r to this 
per ;ffiich is vory Jh1to 1 d not cr .. p us 

. tatod y ~ . Luff . I ,thor 11 ina thnt 0. 
gon :L110 block of f lr of tho 5¢ \1ould i.nl~ ~Toru 
L f'f tu'!'n ovo'" .. n his Lrmro. Whon a eo is 
just! ied ._ m.ll to clad to Ito n charge but 
not for' expressinG an opinion on proofs . 

DOll ' t orry about 1 ~')os ing 0 _ o . 

41th kinfost rec rds -

Sincerely oll.rs , 

• • . . . 



• • • • • • • • .......... ,.. ....... . 
• • • • 





PRESiDENT 

R . VAN WINKLE 

'. 

SECRETARY 

H. A . KRUMWEIDE 
146 GRAHAM STREET 

HIGHLAND PARK . N. J . 

MIDDLESEX STAMP CLUB 

r r . Stanley B. lshbrook 
33 N. Fort Thomas .".. ve . 
Fort Thomas , Kentucky . 

Dear Hr . Ashbrook : 

March 22 , 1949 

As a collector of Stampless ship 
Covers, I run across many items that are a puzzle . 
fter much searching and r,.aking inquiries of many 

dealers (~ard , Robson Lowe etc., ) it was suggested 
I contact you . 

I lmovl Komriser lists the "r.~ail 
Route fl markinGs under "U . S . Shipmarks" but where was 
this mark applied - at the source seems the most 
lo~ical . These covers vere carried by vesse l s -
"Louis iana" and "Illinois" as sho,1n by the r.llliS 
markin<..s . At this date (1828) there .las no rail 
trans~ortation north and south and boats carried 
practically all of the mail - correct? So why the 
marking? '[ere these boats subsidized ; they belonged 
to the new· Orleans - Holmes Line and sailed between 
1825- 1833 bet,teen Hen York and New Orleans . 

Any information viTOuld be welcomed 
and appreciated . 

Very 

H. -'-""-.r7. I~iede 

........ -....... 

.~ 



J!r . H. A. Krumwiede .. 
14 Gre. st., 

IIiftblulld 'Pur, U. J . 

... 

1 rc11 ~5 , 1949. 

Here\ _th tho t 0 covO'" as p' YOtu's o~ the 22nd. 

In ~ op ion , tho curved mar' 1l'lf> una applied at 1 e 
la11 toot l 3 bI' cht in "by aMps of the P cket r~1nc 

bet 780n TO York and J.IO Orlea.ns . Th t i , on 11 that ha.d 

C$ 

be n .po ted fit. the ships r thor than placod _. the post offioes 
of origin. 

on the 
I have hn1 a dozen s" i al~ co vel'S n .. d generally b d 

hon they co 10 up at auction. 

I l~ve note severe.1 points in regard to such mail -

(1) Cov 1'0 ad( essed to!te York bear no No. YOI' postmark 
and re 1 ot rated as ship 1 teers ;" he. co \101'0 prob .bly carried by 

11 contract ships . 

(2) Covors addressed to points beyo. d :~e 't York genel"'al1y, 
( if not alw ys) bour a He 1 YOI" 4; .... t.1 rk.. They see.. to rated 
i th regula.r po tnBe f' 0 ... • York ar..d !lot as ship letter • 

(3) rot of tle covers I h ve aeen bear Now O~leuns 
origin, but I h va noted sono thnt oric1n ted t Charla ton, . C. 

Ono of your c ra is addressed to 140n o!'It tll d is rat d 
25¢ d o . T is ute i< certainly corroct fOl'> a lO·utOl' from Ie 1 01'10 ns 
to Uo York, but I bn.vo ~ r cOl"d oj fl cover fro th~. O.fle correspond-
enco in the sa h1i d: !I'itine -hicb i"ntod at eithel" 1112 or "12u·. " 
Perhaps tel at tel' . . . do not k au. 

I have nnothor covel" au ·"06ue to n \! York lth a U. O. 
origin rated at a a1 11 r "12" or tl12~, 11 a so a. cover to Bosto .. 'l 
rated at "18:"(1) and severa.l to D bury, Con_ . rated nt "lS:' . ' 
I have never been nble to find at.isfactory n 16 '1 1's to th ratings . 

YOUI' reference to the 'lte Orleana - lIol. es Linen leads e 
to sur .1se th t you y have a copy of tho Iblon book "Square 
Riggers on Schedule . " Of their ships I have noted covers routed 
by the "1 entucl..'-yll and· "Tennessee" as 11 as by the "RUBS 1111 of' tho 

e1 Orleans "Old Line . 1f 

Of cour'o in tho 0 early dRYS there W 1"0 no railroads but 



12 . r . H. I. . U' .:tiede , lurch 25 , 1949. 

nIl il bat loan Ta Orlenn. and the lorth as not Q rried by saLling 
vossels . 

For ext pIo , 1n hi ann a;L repor·t 0.1' lTov. ~.8 i> 1826 , the 
P. • G. do .ant ion of tho II Groat 1 uil" a. d th t t las carried i..1'1 
"covered carriages" via Huntsvillo , Columbus , Jackson and Natchez to 
New Orleans . lao stagos ran three times a . 'eek bet een J illadgeville , 
Ga . to -ont 0 or nnd thence to Blnk ly, In . and fro. Blakely and 
obil to No Ol~lenns by tOW!lboats . 

lio 
ti 3 bet loon 
orl ean . 

! 
det ite inf 

'. 

:IRS carried by stear:ioonts ost of' the 
bilo and also bet :"leon Uatchez and no 

Specialist" - F l' t S as - Book! o . 4 -
rticl by lbar 1 -hlch he 11lustr ted t·o of these 

COy ra, b this oxplan tion of • m m rnth ~ nbs :.d. 

< t _ un 10 0 f.ur .ish you ith ore 

~inc r rOUI', , 



PRESIDE N T 

R . VAN WINKLE 

'.', 

MIDDLESEX STAMP CLUB 

:Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook 
33 N. Ft . Thoraas Ave. 
Fort Thomas, Ky. 

Dear Mr. Ashbrook: 

July 14, 1949 

I finally acquired the first 
four numbers of the "Stamp Specialist" and read 
with much interest Dunbar's article on "U.S . Postal 
HistoryTl. 

SECRETARY 

H . A . KRUMWE I DE 

146 GRAHAM STREET 

HI G HLAND PARK, N . J . 

Knowing so little on this general 
subject by comparison with others , I hesitate to be 
critical but the IlShip Covers" part seems to have 
been very loosely handled . 

I wonder what route he would 
have theorized the Covers would have taken if the 
Cover had either of the Vlords - "Illinois", "Alabama" 
or even "Talma" inscribed on them. Thes e were all 
good New Orleans-Holmes Lines ships as you well know. 
However the subject is so vast and has so many ramifica
tions that only a few , like yourself for instance , are 
aware of the glaring faux pas committed by the ordinary 
writers on philatelic subjects to day. 

Thanks very much for your comments , 
they have increased my knowledge on these items . 

HAK/da 



July 19, 194.9. 

r . 

Dear r . Krum'.1ied : 

I r thel" 
in U. S . 

FoT' fu .. 'Ul"e 
l?..nd if' you 
co... ol .L r 

to for"" m,"d 
such COJC1" 

'. 

the l·~th rocoi Ted. 

"uars GO 
sadO rt"Ol"s. '''0 doubt ho 
nrt .... alo. 

1 I· .... hi~" covero;; 
n1£0 bo :1. terontcd 
both 3t~~plcsn £ d 

B aood ' l.cnti Dr . 
~e so e cov ~rs nd to ~od 1'UO 

- the rates and t 'lO 1 !U"k lee. 
ro renee __ laUO :> oto

u 
_ of tho cove . 

ould like to s~o thcze . 0':; tl'lor ,-lth \ 
lcttter to Dr . IIOn."!.9. >1' I ~,Ol ld bo vory 81 d 
s o. Th s is on2y 0 _ th conditio. tru: t 

i6ht be of npoc1<: _! er(~f't to yon.. 
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STA LEY B. ASHBROOK 
33 N H. lhcmas !" ",e. 

Fort Th mas, Ky . 

t th1n 
cen 1-

.. d .. od 1t to 
, 1el tho 
a a post ... 
~ortf 1~1 
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• 

0, 



i • 

Doherty, Clifford &- Shenfield, Inc., 350 Fifth Avenue, New York 1,.N. Y. 

Dear ac: 

April the t~enty-first 
1 9 4 9 

I have read Stan's to you of April 10th on the Pine 
Level matter. 

Certainly this bandstamp has the characteristics of 
a ProviRiona~ -- i~., it haB the name of the to.o, the rate and 
the ~ord "Paid" ~ithin th~ entire desigo. Also it ~eems to be 
very ~p6cia1. On the other h~J, it has no con~rol ~rk nor 
does it nave the to'AO cancel hieh is so llSl.:.dl "ith this type 
of Provisional. 1 ltould feel much tetter if th Nov. 18, 1861 
use oho~ed ~~e to~n canee~, assuming that they had a cancellor 
al thot..gh perhi::ltls they did not. If Lhey did not, then this could 
be a special desi5n handsta. ped \.i th combined cancel {'ogether 
,.,ith the rate. 

Referring to the Jrd paragrat1h of ~tar.'5 le"C"e1' -- I 
think he raises a good question ~b to hethf.r the turned cover 
was handed to the postwaster to make a iJrovisional. out of it. 
Since this turned cover flbain shms no tov:n cancel but only a 
~en mark I think it is 1J10b t probable t.ha t the na.adst~13p used on 
thi. cover i6 the Eql.livl:1lent 0 b. to,.n postllar).{ ar.J. tha. t the 
Sta!!lP8 in addi tion ~. e.!'e cancelled 1 th :>en. As you reill€lllber, 
it "as 1lluCLl .nore u3ub.l if a t>taJlzi .al:3 used ovel'!- Provlsion~ 
t.o have it, a.ct41:j,1~y be pObted woith CI. Provisional .hich indicated 
that tne ... taups ~id ilIld not the Provisional. j, .is is not the 
case 1f11 ta tJ.ds cover. 

On th~ earller cover, I Gantt think the d~te wap written 
by the post aster but _as ·ritte:n by the addressee which u.gain 
Tocld indicate thl.1.t there as no pOBt!a8.rk in uee ill that to n. 
On the later cover, the date a.t>~aler:tly as ""rit.tt'll ty the ~ost
mG.stel 01.' clerk ,.l.ich EogfLin oul ino.icu te ttlU t t lere .as no 
postilarJ(. In Sthl1 1 ~ 5tn 'pl:J.ragra~h hib questio 01' the rate is 
v&.lid unles the damaged sta;np as not. counted as postage. On the 
poin of no evid uce 01 Confederate Jay ent of postage on the 
incide o~ th e turned co er, it eould be that MadisonvilYe at that 
ti ELS not Coofedera te terri t,Ol.·y and t Hi. t therefore the star die 
carried the etter. 

My conclusion Mac, is "Chat this is stil~ a very debatable 
item and, as you kno , I h~ve al~ays contended that our effor ts 
should be not to increase th number of recognized Provisionals 
but to stri the li~t as ney, information comes to libht. I '/Quld 
not agree that the itelll show.d be listed -- at leas t until flore 1861 
uses with the design in the S Je position come to light. 



744 BROAD STREET 

NE"WARK 2, NE"W JERSEY 

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook, 
JJ No. Fort Thomas Ave., 

Fort Thomas, Kentucky. 

Dear Stanley: 

May 12th, 1949. 

I have at last found time to go over that Pine Level 
matter further and to study your letters and that of Larry Shen
field's on the subject. Let me say right away that I am not goihg 
to attempt to press my claim that the marking is that of a Postmas
ter's Provisional, - if we cannot agree that it IS, I will certainly 
drop the matter at least for the present. If I can locate further 
examples of evidence in the future, then of course I will take it 
up again. 

I further concede that there are some difficult things 
to explain. One of them is the ms. postmark on the inside of the 
turned U.S. 3¢ star-die envelope, reading: Madisonville, Ten. June 
28, 1861. As Tennessee seceded on June 8, 1861, and as U.S. stamps 
and envelopes were not valid in the seceded states after June 1, 
1861, I have no answer to the puzzle of how this cover went through, -
particularly as it is addressed to Alabama, a state which had seceded 
long before June 1, 1861. Apparently it did go through somehow then, 
as the J¢ star-die envelope wasn't issued until August 1860, and it 
was invalid in both the north and the south before 1862. 

On the other hand, I think it entirely possible that 
the recipient at Pine Level turned the cover upon receipt, and per
haps along with other envelopes he had took it to the post office 
some time in the "Provisional period", - i.e. before Confederate 
General Issue stamps were available, - paid the postmaster five cents 
apiece and he put his "5 Paid" hands tamp on each one of them. I 
cannot see anything so remarkable about that, bearing in mind the 
shortage of stationery, the customs of the day, etc. 

Also, there can be no doubt that this was NOT a post
mark, - it clearly reads "Pine Level - 2. - fu. - Paid:' I continue 
to maintain that the postmarks had dates in them, and apparently 

.~ this small town had no such marker. When a previously paid for and 



.. 

- 2 -

hands tamped envelope was brought in, the postmaster merely wrote 
the date on it and sent it on through the mails, in my opinion. He 
probably knew everyone in the town, and didn't need "control marks", 
or anything fancy like that! 

.~ 

As I said in an earlier letter, no repygiation was in
volved in the use of the General Issue stamps on a previously issued 
P.M. Provisional envelope. I own several, and have seen many more 
examples, of such envelopes used with General Issue stamps placed 
on, over, or beside the P.M. marking. In answer to your question of 
"proper accounting", - ill what other wal could such cases be handled 
than to have the postmasters issue stamps to holders of such en
velopes? After stamps became available, I don't believe that a local 
Postmaster's Provisional marking would have been recognized in any 
other town than the original one, and it would have been necessary-
to use adhesive stamps on such letters. Do you think the postmaster 
could have collected twice from a citizen from whom he had alreadr 
received payment? I still think that in such cases he gave him a 
General Issue stamp for each unused Provisional cover1 ----

All of which is probably unimportant as to our de
C1Sl0n on this Pine Level matter! Personally I feel convinced that 
these envelopes were both issued by the postmaster provisionally, 
and before their usage. However, as both you and Shenfield have 
some doubts on the subject, and as I agree that it would be best to 
wait until we find some further examples or eVidence, I am entirely 
content to "leave the matter lay" for the present! 

MacB/HK 

( 
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r. ordon • Harmer, 
560 Fifth venue, 

ay 17th, 1949. 

e Yor: 1, • Y. 

De::.r Gordon: 

This is in further reference to my lett r to 
you of arch Jlst, 'nd your reply 0 A ril 5th, in tLe 
matter of istlng the Pine Level, A1~. envelope a a Con
federcte Pos t ster's rovis~on~l. Fol 0 ln~ you sug
gestion, I uOlitted the h Ie atter to Shenfie ~nd 
l!3hbrook for their opinions, nd I wish to l'e.ort the 
r esults as a matter of record, an for your files. 

shbrook doubts that the mar lno ~s used ~s 
?rovisiona .. on the covers subruitted. She field e-

i eves that it has m ny 01 the char~cterlstkcs of a Pro
visional, but thinks that it may not have been used in 
that capacity ~n thes cases. I c ncede that there are 
sevelal uncertain ar d deb· ta le things about these t~ 0 
covers, to raise douots ~s to the suit~bility of listing 
at this t~me. 

I t here! re . . 1. thdra y request 'or 11st':'n , 
at Ie st u til l1lore con ... luslve information can be de
veloped. 

c.c.: •• shbroo 
L. • Shenfield 

. 
V ry sincerely yours, 



744 BROAD STREET 

NEW-ARE: 2, NEW- JERSEY 

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook, 
33 North Fort Thomas Ave., 

Fort Thomas, Kentucky. 

Dear Stanley: 

May 19th, 1949. 

I now have your letter of May 17th. You since received 
a copy of my letter to Gordon Harmer, in which I withdrew my request 
for listing the Pine Level, Ala. envelope as a P.M. Provisional, - ~ 
and I suggest that we "leave the matter lay" at thatl Incidentally 
however, I did NOT send a copy of my earlier letter dated May 12th 
to Harmer, - the only copy of that one went to Larry Shenfield. 

As I say, I want to drop the matter of the Pine Level 
where it is, but I will comment on a couple of things in yours of 
the 17th which refer to the general subject of Confederate Postmas
ter Provisionals. Frankly, I think your effort to establish a "com
bination" of a postmark with a handstamped provisional marking, is 
somewhat strained. There are a few cases where the "Paid 5" forms 
part of the postmark, such as Wilmington, N.C. and Columbia, S.C., 
but in all such cases the date also appears. I likewise concede 
that occasionally a P,&\Q marking was used to indicate payment re
ceived at the time of mailing, rather than in advance, but usually 
there were separate markers,-or a manuscript postmark was used in 
the smaller places when payment was made at the time of mailing. 
The more elaborate handstamps such as the Pine Level one, were 
doubtless meant,and usually reserved,for pre-use marking. 

The other point, is the matter of accounting. While I 
cannot at the moment quote "chapter and verse", I d~ know that 
shortly after the General Issue adhesives became available, that 
their use was required on all letters, except "drop" and local 
ones. For instance, I have a Mobile 2¢ black used on a drop letter ~, 
in Mobile as late as 1863, - but I never have seen a P.M. Provisional~ , 
used later than early 1862 to another town. True, Handstamped Paids 
were so used later, when adhesive stamps ran out or were otherwise 
unavailable, - but I never saw P.M. Provisionals so used. How the 
"accounting" was done, - I do not know. But, I can imagine the ire 
of a local resident of Pine Level bringing in an unused P.M. Pro-
visional envelope for which he had paid the postmaster his good 
money, and being told he would then have to additionally pay for a 



- 2 -

General Issue stamp in order to use itl There may have been excep
tions, of course, of late use of Provisionals which somehow "went 
through", but the large number of such Provisional covers on which 
adhesive stamps were later attached, clearly indicates that there 
was some rule or regulation ~eguiring their usage. -

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -. .~ 

Thanks for the photograph of Shenfieldts 5¢ Mobile imprint 
copy, - it adds several new angles to the study he and I are now mak
ing jOintly. Thanks also for the copy of your fine memo on that 
ridiculous deSparati story, - let me know of any further developments 
as to that. You now have the copy of my letter to Costa+es regarding 
the Fincastle cover, If he has it examined by the Foundation and re
ports to me, Itll let you know the result. 

As Ever, 

MacB/HK 

c.c.: L.L.Shenfield 

'. 
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MEMBER 

AMER . PHILATELIC SOCIETY No. 4574 

BUFFALO STAMP CLUB No. 4 

Mr. S.B .Ashbrook 

Fort Thomas,Ky. 

Deer Mr.Ashbrook: 

EXECUTIVE SECRETARY, BOARD OF EXAMINERS 

AMERICAN PHILATELIC SOCIETY 

HARRY C . FLiERL 
124 TILLINGHAST PLACE 

BUFFALO 16. N . Y . 

TE L. UN .735 3 

May 16 tho ,1949 

MEMBER 

TORONTO STAMP COLLECTORS CLUB 

HAMILTON ONT. , PHILATELIC SOCIETY 

I am takin6 the liberty of sending you for you~ expert opinion,a cover 

with a 30 ct.1869 which was sent in by a new member,and who noticed your 

name as an examiner,and who requested me to particulaily send it to you. 

The town from which it was sent is Mt.Eaton,Ohio,population,200,and he 

says he is quite skeptical about its use,also the cancellation. 

Thank ing you in advance for any information you may offer,and with best 

personal regards,i remadn 

verY :m?~ 
Exec.Secy.,A.p.S.Board of Examiners 





'. 

.. T. Stanley B. Ashbrook 
32 North Fort Thomas Ave. 
Fort Thoma s, Kentucky 

Dear 1~. Ashbrook: 

32 H.25th Street 
Mt. Penn 
Reading, Pennsylvania 

September 21, 1949 

Some time back, I believe you pleced an add in 
IIStempsll in which you stated your willingness to expertize 
stamps; consqu ently, I am taking the liberty of writing you 
this letter. 

For several years, I have been building a 
specialized collection of the L.S. 1869 issue. Recently 
I obtained a cover bearing U121, the 30¢ value of the 1869 
issue. I obtained this cover from Mr. Arthur Gillardon of 
Paterson, H.J., a dealer who ' specializes in early U.S. 
covers. In as much as Mr. Gillardon VIas recommended to 
me by a close friend and felloVJ member of the Reading 
stamp Collector's Club, I have no reason to mistrust his 
good faith. However, the cover does lack a certificate of 
genuineness and is questionable in some respects; therefore, 
I am interested in getting ex~ ert opinion upon it. 

If you have time to examine this cover and would 
c ~ re to do so, I would be pleased to send the cover to you 
along with a check for whatever fee you designate. I am 
enclosing a stamped and addressed envelope for your con
venience, and should you care to see the cover, I would be 
happy to encl ose sufficient postage to cover return 
r egi strat ion. 

Trusting that I will hear from you I am, 

.~ 



" 

.iir . Jolm E. LU1"'k1n, 
32 1 . 25th St ., 

--t . Penn 
Hending , Pa . 

Dear Hr . Larkin: 

Sept. 20, 1949 . 

I have been 6.\:ny from ho e for ov r 6. /Cok 
and found yours of the 21st on rr:y ·oturn yesterday . 

If you \/111 f CIr''imrd the cover to r10 I lil.l 
be pleased to examine it f01" you. I cannot nnme n 
fee in advance but I can assure you thnt yon will have 
no co. plnint . 

There are n grent many fake 1869 covers on 
tho ~ Hrket and it c0I'taiLly pays to have thorn. authent1-
ceted. 

I have been bl"oakJ.nc; up a very l-:'ine cOllec 
tion of 19th CentuP'l covors, which included so e gorge
ous 1869 covors . Under sep rate cover I am mailin 
you a miL"loo list describing t he 0011ect.i.on . You will 
note two 24;{ 1869 COV,1"2 - one priced fit ,.:1,000 . 00 , tho 
other at (600.00' Doth of theso have been s.:nld, as well 
as many of tho ot.11erS in the 1869 group. 

Sinceroly yours , 

. . 

. ~ 
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)':1:. Stanley B. Ashbrook 
33 N. Ft. Thomas Avenue 
Ft. Thoma s, Kent ucky 

Dear Mr. Ashbrook: 

32 N. 25th Street 
Mt. Penn 
Reading, PennsylvRnia 

Oct ober 2, 1949 

Enclosed please find the cover which I 
mentioned in my previous letter. I am also en
closing 30¢ in mint postage to cover return regis
tration costs. If this is not sufficient, I will 
add the difference to your fee. 

The list of covers from the collection 
you are offering also ar.ri ved, and some of the covers 
described wer e most int eresting. However, at the 
present time, I am in a posit ion from which I can 
~nly look ana long~ 

Thank you for your prompt reply to rIrf 

inquiry and, 



1~ . Jo li .. ~ . Lnrld.n , 
32 U. 25th S7; . , 

"J. 'lJe"'''''' .1 . ~ .~" 

.. oadL"le ?t • 

oct . 5, 1949 . 

n rc,\.lth In. · ... (,tn:rm:1..nC; '~ho QQ,; cCV(}S'I to I3el"n -
l..J\.ltzcrlund - .! t . .. t 1, () . - ~ un~ .;9; 18'70. 

I rGL";:&'''o't to lnforn 'You ·t~a./.. tll1s l' e if f.l falw .. tl! t 
tLe 3D),! atD.:! .. v (.:.1 • 0t Ol"·:1C;:"T'::.n~~c :)n ~hl(" covel' - that the r t o 
' ~U' lO,t - L. . .I.r tlr t In u11 pro1J~ ui11ty n lO,! Lnnk Ii'te .;<1£1 l"G
.loved unci. thi ~O>{. tUlilp sUhstitut od. 'j:l 0 '11.1 tJ''0,-v101ot nhm:s 
ovidol'1,ce of mt~_stitution . 

I 11., "Ie been f .... 1 h" I~th t}"\1.S COV3I" fm" 80.10 .lea.rs 
bncl~ and h~l '1i 0 quite H l~oCOJ.·d. of.." it in lay files . It ~'1S been 

u .ittcci to . C i11 ;110 pt s· ... by ve.:rf us denIers w'hom I i "'Ol'l£lOci 
that th. COV'Cl" was as 0. ,ov dos~vlbcd, .JUt in spito of th 8 , 
efforts nro still I.lfiuG to load it on so. innocont buy:)r • 

.It \lE1B sub uittcd t o lCU3t SPi"]. e 11'9 tho HXD0rt Co t tee 
of wh J 1 .. ll].0lll1 P"nilu telic Soo1. ty '0 it I rof\1.B( d an opinion frcD 
of chnr o. On nov rnJ. occasions I udv!(lccl d J.ll()r~ nl.t to 0; OJ .... 
this covor Vlil,ho'lt 01.: 'l.inlng un opin on by tho E.',q>GI't Co .:cn1tteo 
of th P 111< tol c F OU .da.ti.o1: . 

I an charg1 6 you a i'60 of \. v . OO, but i:' yo think this 
is excessive you do ot hElVo to pay n c nt . Th Found tio. 
fce ~ould doubtle~s be 10. 00 • 

.::ou n: t;ht i! ... orl .:r. G._lln ..... (lon i;hat I ffi11 " 'isoc1 that 
h e .7()uld nttG.Jpt to 0 . . 1 st ch f' 00'1'01' !llODS ho I ~ .,. _ t inS 
gonuino . J.f' 1 ins no auro 10 (l: uld teco. pnny it . 'ith n cc_'t1ficnto 
O.L anu· 0 os . In . very huriblo 0 "I _.0., there io lit.tle. diff'crcnco 
bet . . cal r c hnn 1ng ~ . 1 n v Dads . 

a. bar 
don't 
of ba __ 1.;....;;;..0.;;.. 

If yoo c e any t 
hat 1'e escntnt~on - ic - tho 

cd 1; 0 yop. - II us is ., r! r..:nd . t 
1 tl t eonu1.ori'o u9 COVOI'S 
. t at, it"f' ell to be\! re 

oxpen."li va . 

fl ' to ho 1 ru d "mder 

li11 approcin te tho You sht also 
he 1iahos to avoid any w u, publ city 0 

bo 0 0 f or h . to ito ~ and iva 

s off rod to you - I 
vi 0 r. Gill Jr don that 
i;h1 covo' thn it 

. ull dot 118 S 1~o 



.2. -Jr •• Tol .c.. Lnr-ln, oct. 5, 19<19. 

101 this ~o cov r on 

I fly docide to p.!blish n Apoc1al {1"t1ule 011 this 
p t _CUll" covor and ,tiotl t 1 n es of tl 0 oalo·"s '1.110 L va 
ntte J;>tod to ell it. 

Sincoroly yours, 

S . 13 . • 

'. 

to 
b 0 . 
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Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook 
33 N. Ft. Thomas Ave. 
Ft. Thomes, Ky. 

Dear Mr. Ashbrook: 

32 N. 25th Street 
Mt. Penn 
Reading, Pennsylvania 

Oct ober 7, 1949 

I received you letter regarding the 30¢ 1869 cover 
which I sent for your examination, and I can frankly say that 
I was not too surprised or disappointed to find that the cover 
was spurious. However, I was amazed to hear of the biography 
you possess of this cover. 

Regarding my purchasing of this cover, I can offer no 
excuse except over enthusiam. I am by no means well acquanited 
with early ·U. S. covers, but even I should have known that such 
a cover offered at a price of $65.09 must be definitely question
able. 

As to the information you requested, here is all I have 
to offer: I first heard of the cover from a fellow member of my 
stamp club who had received it from Mr. Gillardon on approval. 
He had returned the cover before he had a chance to talk to me, but 
suggested that I write to Mr. Gillardon. I wrote and asked if I 
could see the cover and expressly asked if a Foundation Certificate 
on the cover~~gilable. I received the cover on approval but 
without any certificate. The price as I have stated WaS $65.00 and 
there were no statements as to "as is" or "bargain ll

• I decided to 
get an expert opinion, and subsequently sent the cover to you. 

I have returned the cover to Mr. Gillardon along with 
sta tements you suggested, and I trust that you wili hear from him. 

I am enclosing a check for $5.00, end I consider it a 
most generous fee in exchange for the information you have given me. 
Corresponding with you ha s been both an honor and e plea sure, and I 
wish to thank you and express the hope that I may have the privilege 
again. 

fi~ r. cer ely you rs, 

jrL.d£.L 

.~ 
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This mimeegro.ph memero.ndum is being sent to' a selected list of 
melllbers ef the 

CONFJ~DERATE STAMP ALLIANCE. 

In tho near future I intend to' run 0. full page advertisement in 
STM/~S effering 0. very cheice let ef Cenfedero.te Postmasters' Pre
visieno.l cevers. Perhaps thore are seme members of the Seciety whO' 
weuld be intorested in o.oquiring seme ef these cevers and if sO' I 
will be glad to' submit any ef them before the advertisement appears. 
The fellowing is an advance cepy ef the advertisement. " 

STANLEY B. ASHBROOK 
May 24. 1949. 

,'. 
',' 

----..,.;~-----

PHILATELIC AMERICANA 

The Cenfederate States ef America 

Serieus celleeters are effered 
the unusual eppertunity ef 
acquiring the fellevling cevers 
in superb cenditien frem 0. 
'Nell-knovm cellectien ef the 

POST1~STERS' PROVISIONALS 

ef 

The Cenfedero.te States 

NO'. S,U.S.Ne, 
-0-- 5Xl - Athens,Ga., 

6 - 5Xl - Athens,Go.., 
7 - 5Xl - Athens,Go.,. 

5¢ Purple, Type I, single 
5¢ Purple, Type II, single 
5¢ Purple, H.Pn ir,Types I 

Price $135.00· 

8 -

9 -
10 -

14 -
15 -
16 -
21 -
25 -
28 -
30 
33 -
34 -
35 -
'36 -
38 -
39 -
45 -
46 -
47 -
48 -

n 100.00 

and II 
5Xl - Athens,Go.., 5¢ Purple, Vert.Pair, 

Tete-Beche, Types I and II 
5X2 - Athens,Go.., 5¢ Red, single, Type II 
5X2 - Athens,Go. •• 5¢ Red, single, Type II, 

shoet nt tep II 

l2X2 - Beo.ument,Texns, lOS:; B12ck en Pink, single 10 

l6Xl - Cho.rlesten,S.C., 5¢ Light Blue, single \. 
l6Xl - Cho.rlesten,S.C., 5¢ Dark Blue, single II 

24Xl - Emery,Vn., 5¢ Dull Blue, single II 

49Xl - Leneir,S.C., 5¢ single ti 

52Xl - Lynchburg, Va., 5¢ Pale Blue, Superb II 

53X5 - Mccon,Gn., 2¢ Green, DROP RATE, Superb It 

53X3 - Mo.cen,Gc.., 5¢ Yellew, singlo Ii 

53X4 - Mo.cen,Go.., 5¢ YellO\'" single II 

55Xl - 110.rion, Va. J 5¢ Black, single II 

55X2 - Marien, Va., lO¢ Black, single 11 

56X2 - . emphis,Tenn., 5¢ Red, single, Big Mo.rginsl! 
56XU3 - Memphis,Tenn., 5¢ Red en Orange, single II 

6lX2 - Nashville, Tenn., 5¢ Deep Carmine, single 11 

6lX2 - No.shvillc,Tenn., 5¢ Carmine, Vert.Pair 11 

6lX4 - N"shville, Tenn., 5~ Gray, single 11 

6lX5 - Nnshville, Tenn., 5¢ Viol et Brm'lD., single n 

250.00 

400.00 
1,000.00 

600,00 
500,00 

?5.00 
75.00 

350,00 
200,00 
300.00 
900,00 
225,00 
350.00 
750.00 
850.00 
140.00 

50,00 
100.00 
150.00 
125.00 
150,00 
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I1Somo Notos on tho Postnl Logisl£ltion of the 
~feder£lte Stntes of Amoric£l -- 1861-1865 -
Post£ll Rntes--~nrliest Knol."m Dntes of Use of 
the stmnps of the Genornl - Issues l1 

-- By St£lnley B.Ashbrook 

Comprising 54 P£lges of v£llunble rendy reference mnteri£ll with over 50 
illustrations-- (Reprinted from the ;'Stnmp Spocinlist ;' -- Emorald Book.) 
Price Gl.50 postpaid. 

FOREIGN RATES, 

PONY EXPRESS, 

NINET~2NTH CE~ITURY UNITED STATES COVZRS 

DOMESTIC RATES, PATRIOTICS, 

VIA NICARAGUA, £lnd ST.AJlIPLESS. 

M£lny rare and desirnble items in the above clnssificntion nre con
stnntly being plnced in my hnnds to be sold on £l commission bnsis to n 
selected clientele who depend on my judgment nnd advice ns to genu
ineness, condition, £lnd v£llue. vfuen n covor is purchnsed thru me, 
the buy~r h£lS the assurnnce tha t it h£lS boen subjected to £l vory C£lre
ful examinntion and thnt it is, in my opinion, genuine in every ro
spect. If you a re a serious collector vlhy not soek tho type of ser
vice that I nm prepnrod to offor? 

On the contr£lry if you hnve any l"'nre or desirnble items for snlo why 
not plnce them in my hQnds for dispos al? Thru me, they will be sub
mi tted to clients of mine VTho £l re seelcing certnin special ties, and 
in this wny the sell er nvoids the risk of n possible sncrifice sale 
vin the nuction route. 

'Opinions ronderod on nineteenth United St£ltos and Confederntes nt 
reasonable feos. 

STANLEY B. ASHBROOK 
33 N. Fort Thomns Ave., 

Fort ThomGs, Ky. 

or P.O.Box 31. 

(Fifteen minutes from the heart of Cincinnati in the Highlands of 
Northern Kentucky - Phone thru Cincinnati Exchange - Numb er Hiland 118~ 

'. 
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GILLILAND, OGDEN, WITHINGTON, SHIRK & VAUGHT 

LAWYERS 

COLCORD BU LDING 

OKLAHOMA CITY 2, OKLAHOMA 

2 June 1949 

I ould 11k t oaf! upon. 'our t1 9 by wri ting in conneotion 
tiel in your JO nril 1949 1s u nt1tled! e 001 

00 - H. L. Lindquist 
Colonel Ralph Kim~le 
stanley Ashbrook 

·~ 

lea 

. st. 
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Ill"' . G o:q~e I . 
Colcord ;.11 

Okl 

Do r 1" . Jh .lk: 

tTune 6 , 1949. 

D.ln . 

00 y t . 



ST ANLfY B. ASJ..IBROOK 
JJ N. Ft. Thomas Aye. 

Fort Thomas, Ky. 

REG.I-'UillING THE RIDICULOUS ARTICLE IN TID SATURDAY EVENING P OST OF 
APRIL 30, 1949 - E:N'rITL~D - ;'5IE 1f.0..9LEP-5~.:=~Ji!.. E~;?J:~S .;j 

Hero we hnve [mothor o:;::onple of n sPlO.rt-Aleck a ttempting to 'write a 
sensational article regardil1..g 8. subject of whi ch he evidently possess
ed little if any knowl edge . But the nmnzing part of this f8.1se nn.9. 
~isloading bunch of nonsense is that a publication of the high cha r
a cter and standing of tho Saturday Evoning Post would publish such a 
sonsational article vlithout even to1eing tho trouble to rofer it to 
one of our l oading philatelic publishers, philatelic societios or 
some recognized authority, in order to obtain an opinion as to 
whothor it rms fit for publiccLtion. 

~!oll-informod collectors surely Vlonder "I.'lhy reputable publications 
such as the "Post , " IlCoronet , ;j iiColliers ll and "l'Te'ws ~. Tee~;:\; a ccept silly 
articles on serious philately by ignorant Gnd crackpot 1.l.1l'i tors. Each 
have boen guilty in this respect in tho pnst two years. 

There is no question but what such articles have a damaging effect on 
colloctors who are just starting to collect, as well 0.0 on amateurs 
and perhaps on some of the moro advnnced class. Hany peoplo nro apt 
to tc,ko for grantod that the Post Vlould not publish such nn Qrticlo 
unloss it contained facts. 

If tho French counterfoiter, Sporati, could manufacture fC$es that 
'would .lfool tho _Experts " why run tho risk of investing nonoy in n 
stamp colloction? People a 1"e apt to ovorl.ook the fQct that if 
Sperati uo.s clever enough to manufc..cture ,lgenuine" f01-(os, he would be 
clever enough to Danufo.cture current postQge stamps of vGrious nations 
Qnd lil>:errise ,ifool l ; their post offico departr.lOnts [1S Hell as phila
tolic o:;::ports . 

The AmericQn PhilGteli e Society should file oui t agr.inst tho Post for 
publishing such an c.rticle , if for no other purpose them to serve 
notice to other publications th'"'.t articles nith untrue statements ro
gardlng philo.tely by crackpot, irresponsible uri tors uill not be 
ignored by the vTOrld' s l argest philatolic society in the future. 

\.Thon I read tho Post article I c:.ddrossed the follm',ing lottor to tho 
Editor: 'ifI6.y 1, 1949. 

To tho Editor of 
T~e Scturday Evoning Post, 

Philadolphia , Pa. 

Den.r Sir: 

I have road tho article by a person by tho namo of 'Do~n Jonnings' in 
tho Post of April 30th, 1949 rnd in my vory humblo opinion, 1i10.Y I 

.. stato that I h~.ve nevor rend qui to as silly::. lot of rubbish C',S is con
tn.ined in this Qrticlo . I am '1I1.azed that the Post rTOuld publish such 
CJ1 article ri thout first submitting it to sone philc-,tolic orga.nization 
or somo philo.telic C'.uthority qualifiod to pass on its merit. In short, 
this c.rticlo is sinply diGGuoting , TIislendinG ~,nd rrithout common sonso. 

Sinceroly yourG , 
3k:nley 3 . Ashbrook . ii 
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The President gets the word frl)In perhaps the least known big man in Washington, Sidney Souers, Former ~ecretary of State Marshall, "least Mach-
of the National Security Council. Decisions made at 9 :30 A.M. daily settle OUt· most vital problems. iavellian of men," talks \\;th Dean Acheson. 

How Our Foreign Policy is Made 
By JOSEPH and STEWART ALSOP 

E
VERY weekday morning, shortly before nine
thirty, a faintly plumpish man with pleas
ant, bland features and a wispy mustache 
slips quietly through a side door in the west 

wing of the White House. On the dot of nine-thirty 
he enters the handsome oval office of the President 
of the United States. Sometimes only for a few 
minutes, sometimes for much longer, President 
Truman and his visitor are closeted alOlle, while the 
t~o men discuss one or another of the great issues 
with which this country is faced-the blockade of 
Berlin, perhaps, or the guerrilla war in Greece, or 
the fall of China. 

The visitor with the wispy mustache is the only 
, man whom the President sees regularly every work

ing day. For that reason, if for no other, he is one of 
the most important men in Washington. Yet not 
one American in fifty would recognize his name. It 
is Sidney William Souers. 

Souers goes to the White House every day because 
that is part of his job as Executive Secretary of the 
National Security Council. The casual newspaper
reader has never heard of the council, any more than 
he has heard of Souers. Even many professional 
observers of the Washington scene have at most a 
vague idea of who Souers is and what the National 
Security Courtcil does. 

The astute editors of the London Economist, the 
world's most informed and influential journal of 
political opinion, do not share this indifference. 
They have written that the creation of the National 
Security Council "may mark a milestone in Amer
ica's development as important, say, as Washing
ton's Farewell Address." There is a simple reason 
why the Economist editors, normally not given to 
wild overstatement, are so excited about the council. 
The National Security Council is now shaping Amer
ican foreign policy, and shaping foreign policy in a 
way entirely new to this country. 

The council was born in July, 1947, when Con
gress passed the National Security Act. The main 
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Here's the inside story on how 
our decision to ·defy Russia's 
blockade of Berlin - thereby 
risking war - was reached. A 
brilliant report which explains 
why Truman once said: "1 just 
don't see how the other Presi
dents got along without the 
National Security Council." 

purpose of this act was to unify the Army, Navy 
and Air Force, which remain about as unified as 
three hyperthyroid Kilkenny cats. In the process of 
passing the act, Congress also created the council, 
almost as an afterthought, "to advise the Presi
dent," in those areas of national policy "relating to 
the national security." 

In these times just about everything that happens 
abroad, from the debates on the French budget to 
a revolt in Southeast Asia "relates to the national 
security." That is how it happens that the council is 
forming our foreign policy. And since the world's 
future largely depends on American foreign policy, 
it is time for a report on the National Security 
Council-what it is, what it does, and how. 

It must be said at the outset that the State De
partment has not abdicated its responsibilities. Sec
retary of State Dean Acheson and his department 
still have the central responsibility for originating 
great decisions on high policy. But the National 
Security Council provides a filter through which 
these decisions must pass. Acheson, like Marshall 

before him, welcomes this filtering process and makes 
maximum use of it. 

The best way to understand the filtering process 
is to examine it in action. Most of the National 
Security Council's policy decisions are still state 
secrets. To describe in detail what they are or how 
they were made might endanger the security of the 
United States. But the council's first great decision 
on high policy is not a state secret. And the process 
which led up to this decision is typical of the new 
way American foreign policy is being made. 

On March twenty-first, last year, banner head
lines appeared in the newspapers. They read, with 
variations: U. S., BRITAIN, FRANCE FAVOR RETURN 
OF TRIESTE TO ITALY. 

When these headlines appeared~ tension hung like 
a dark cloud over Washington. In the first week in 
March, a top-secret, high-priority intelligence report 
had been delivered to the President and his chief 
advisers. It had been learned, from an absolutely 
reliable source, that Italy's wily communist leader, 
Palmiro Togliatti, had obtained a vital promise from 
his Soviet masters. Togliatti had been promised that 
about a week before the Italian elections, scheduled 
for April eighteenth, the Soviet Government would 
officially advocate the return of Trieste to Italy. 

No Italian was reconciled to the peace treaty 
which had stripped Italy of Trieste. The city, with 
its largely Italian population, is dear to every Italian 
heart. Under any circumstances, the election was 
touch and go. The Kremlin's bribe might well tip the 
scales and give Togliatti the triumph he so clearly 
anticipated, transforming Italy into a Soviet satel
lite. At the least, this would mean an unmitigated 
disaster for the United States and its allies. It might 
mean war. Could anything be done? 

The experts on Italy in the lower echelons of the 
State Department had been urging an obvious an
swer to that question, even before the word came of 
Togliatti's secret agreement with the Kremlin. The 
United States, Britain and France should them-



HE FOOLED THE 

EXPERTS 
(Continuedjrorn Page 29) 

He asked if he could keep the stamps 
for a few days to show to his comp~ti
tors, and when I left, he was toying 
aimlessly with some tweezers and still 
gaping at de Sperati's work. 

The remarkable de Sperati affair, 
which is already a night~are to Euro
pean dealers and which in time could 
affect the endeavors of an estimated 
15,000,000 collectors around the world, 
came to light in a postal-control station 
on the Spanish border one morning 
during the war. A French censor, mak
ing a routine check on outgoing mail, 
came across a fat envelope containing 
eighteen canceled postage stamps, each 
carefully enclosed in a small envelope. 
The stamps were addressed to a well
known expert in Lisbon, and thesender's 
name and address-Jean de Sperati, 
Aix-Ies-Bains, Savoie-was legibly rub
ber-stamped on the envelope. The cen
sor summoned customs appraisers, and 
the eighteen rare stamps were given a 
preliminary evaluation of more than 
300,000 francs, or about $7500 at that 
time. The customs office seized the ship
ment and ordered de Sperati's arrest 
on a charge of illegally exporting capital 
in the form of rare postage stamps. 

At the time, no one suspected a plant 
or saw anything odd in the fact that 
the envelope was plainly addressed to 
a well-known Portuguese stamp dealer 
and just as plainly marked with the 
sender's name. Everyone in France was 
presumed to know that mail was being 
censored, and de Sperati was merely 
considered stupid for trying to get 
away with slipping something through. 

Presently, the cadaverous engraver 
found himself in court at Chambery 
impatiently listening to the charge of 
the public prosecutor-to wit, dis
loyalty to the republic in attempting to 
smuggle valuable stamps out of the 
country during wartime. De Sperati, 
who is as unpredictable as a Mexican 
jumping bean, bounced out of his seat 
without waiting for his attorney to 
speak. "I am not guilty," he said. 
"These so-called valuable stamps are 
worth nothing. I made them all myself, 
at home." 

The·judge was only mildly surprised, 
and he clearly missed the enormity of 
de Sperati's remark. The prosecutor 
also reacted with a polite shrug that 
suggested tolerance for an ingenious 
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alibi. De Sperati might just as well have 
announced that he was Napoleon. The 
court wearily postponed the case, and 
as a matter of routine the stamps were 
sent to Prof. Edmond Locard, of Lyon, 
a distinguished philatelist and author 
of a standard work on the subject. 
Months later Doctor Locard submitted 
a voluminous rep6rt, in part as follows: 

1. Even if it were possible to imitate any 
stamp perfectly, there would inevitably be 
some discernible difference in dimension. 
The stamps submitted were placed in a 
comparison microscope with genuine orig
inals and there was not even one tenth of a 
millimeter difference in size. 

2. It is impossible to duplicate colors so that 
they show the exact shade and give off the 
same fluorescence in the spectroscope. The 
stamps submitted were compared with gen
uine originals in the spectroscope and there 
was not the slightest difference in shade or 
fluorescence. 

3. False stamps, . no matter how carefully 
made, can never exactly match the original 
paper. All the stamps submitted were on dif
ferent paper, and most would be difficult to 
reproduce, notably the 1 Kreuzer of Bavaria 
and the 2 Reales of Spain. The paper of 
each stamp perfectly matched the paper 
of the genuine originals. 

4. Among the stamps examined, many had 
watermarks, such as the CC (Crown Col
ony) on the Hong Kong stamps and the CA 
(Crown Agent) on those of Lagos. Exact 
imitation of watermarks is almost impos
sible. In the specimens submitted all water
marks exactly matched the originals in 
every way. 

5. Most of the stamps submitted were 
gummed. Each of those had the gum char
acteristic of the country from which it came, 
and some of the gum had aged naturally. 
The hypothesis that these original gums 
could be imitated is untenable. 

6. Several of the s!;amps had perforated edges, 
such as the 17 Ore of Sweden, the 5 Francs 
of Belgium and the 1878 10 pesetas of 
Spain. Perforations are always the stum
bling block of the forger, since hand cutting 
can never exactly duplicate the work of the 
original machine cut and imitations can be 
spotted immediately. But each of the 
stamps submitted had its proper and char
acteristic perforations. 

7. Finally, in addition to the nature and con
sistency of the paper, one must also con
sider the thickness. There was not so much 
as a thousandth of a millimeter difference 
in the thickness between the stamps sub
mitted and the genuine originals. 

In short, Doctor Locard's summary 
said flatly, the eighteen stamps were all 
genuine and could not have been forged. 
De Sperati was brought back to court, 
found guilty and fined 300,000 francs. 
He stomped out in a fury, muttering 
that he didn't have that kind of money, 
and he cussed Doctor Locard in par
ticular and all stamp experts in general. 

His attorneys filed an appeal, and de 
Sperati disappeared into his laboratory. 

£Jt1Jl;tI:?im 
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The morning he came out may be re
membered by some as the darkest hour 
in the history of philately, for de 
Sperati brought with him three more 
sets of the same eighteen stamps already 
held as evidence by the court. Stamp 
for stamp they were identical with 
those pronounced genuine by Doctor 
Locard, and de Sperati suggested acidly 
that since the noted expert was so sold 
on the first batch, he might like to look 
at these too. The Chambery authori
ties, to cover their embarrassment, 
hastily ordered another postponement, 
meanwhile sending the stamps out for 
re-examination by Doctor Locard and 
two other experts-Brun, of Paris, and 
LaFlize, of Lyon. 

De Sperati sulked for days, gloomily 
predicting the case would be stalled in
definitely, and then plunged back into 
his work. Some weeks later, three addi
tional experts, two in Marseille and one 
in Paris, received registered letters 
from a Mlle. Anne Corne. In each let
ter were some fifteen rare stamps on 
which she asked their professional opin
ion. All three promptly offered to buy 
the stamps, but Mademoiselle Corne 
explained they belonged to her personal 
collection and were not for sale. The ex
perts reluctantly returned the stamps, 
after authenticating each one with 
their signature and a formal certificate, 
but continued corresponding with the 
lady. Finally she relented, and sent each 
one a rare stamp for which they paid 
the regular catalogue price. Shortly 
thereafter, the three experts happened 
to be in Paris at the same time and got 
together for lunch. They were discuss
ing their newest philatelic treasures 
when the Paris dealer casually men
tioned that he had just acquired an Old
enburg No.5. The stamp was a rarity 
issued by Oldenburg. a former German 
state, and there were only ten known 
copies in the whole of Europe, each 
worth about $300. 

"But I've also found an Oldenburg," 
the second man said. 

"Me, too!" cried the third. 
The three dealers looked at one an

other popeyed and there was a moment 
of grim silence while each fished in his 
wallet and pulled out a stamp. Laid side 
by side, the three Oldenburgs were ex
actly alike. Even the cancellation 
marks were in the same position, a co
incidence challenging all the laws of 
chance, even if the stamp itself were not 
rare. 

The three men hurried to the Cham
bre Syndicale Des Negociants en Tim
bres-Poste, an organization of stamp 
dealers, and filed an anguished com
plaint with the director, Monsieur Leon 
Miro. In no time at all Mademoiselle 
Corne was identified as de Sperati's 
sister-in-law, and the caustic engraver 
soon claimed he had master-minded the 
plot and made the Oldenburg stamps to 
demonstrate, once again, that all stamp 
experts are betes, a word which, roughly 
translated, means "dopes." M. Miro, 
or "the wily Leon," as he is known in 
the trade, blew a Gallic gasket and filed 
a criminal-fraud suit against de Sperati, 
demanding 1,000,000 francs damages 
and destruction of all the forged stamps 
he had made. 

"I said I'd get around to it ... and I will." 

The bad news, which until then had 
been confined to the hinterlands, hit the 
front pages in Paris, and there was con
sternation in the stamp world. Dealers 
in Paris, London, Stockholm, Madrid, 
Brussels and other cities frantically 
pored over their prize stamps, wonder
ing whether they had acquired any de 
Sperati tt originals" through some third 
person such as Mademoiselle Corne. 
Experts all over Europe recalled with a 
pang that they had authenticated rare 

Year in and year out 
you'll do well with the 

HARTFORD 

-all forms of fire, 
marine and casua~y 
insurance and fidelity 
and surety bonds. 
See your Hartford agenf 

pr insurance broker 

HARTFORD FIRE 
INSURANCE COMPANY 

HARTFORD ACCIDENT 
AND INDEMNITY COMPANY 

HARTFORD LIVE STOCK 
INSURANCE COMPANY 

HARTFORD 15, CONNECTICUT 

For relief of stomach upsets, Alka
Seltzer is the nation's favorite! 
Yes, for relief of acid indigestion, 
an impartial nationwide survey 
shows more people take Alka
Seltzer than any other drug prod
uct . Whenever you have acid 
indigestion, alkalize with Alka
Seltzer-for dependable, long
lasting relief. Keep Alka·Seltzer 
on hand ... so you'll have it when 
you need it. 
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UNI'I'ED S'I'ATES - UNUSED AND USED 
At this time I am in position to supp ly you with almost eve ry United States postage 

s tamp ever issued--either unused or used. Moreover, my stock of unused blocks of four 
and plate number blocks of six is also enormous. 

Your trial want list will receive my immediate persona) attention. I s hall send the 
stamps you wish to see on approval by return mail. 

May I hear from you? 
ARTHUR C. LANE 

44 SCHOOL STREET Want list Specialist BOSTON. MASSACHUSETTS 

10 approvalappllcanla I Will make 
a lull page In your album. POlla .. _ apprecialed. 

Oeo. W. Wentz, San Marcos, Tex. 

SWITZERLAND 
Speciuli%ed 

Want Lists filled On Approval. Grilled 
paper, perforation and . other varieties. 
Tete Beehe, se-tenant, ZW18chenstege. 

M. DI'ITltIAR & COMPANY 
237 E. 42 St.. NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

START A 
Princess Elizabeth Topical Collection 

25 dltrerent mint Priore!!s Elizabeth stamps _$3.2:; 
First Day Co\'ers of the above also 8\'ailable. 

ANTHONY STURM . Box 7338. Pittsburgh 13. Pa. 

LIBERIA 
exclusively 

Postage. Airmails, Covers and Collections. 

E.M.KEMENY 
5407 Fernwood Ave., Hollywood 27. Calif. 

References. 

AUCTION SALE 
JUNE 22 and 23, 1949 

UNITED STATES 
including a large collectio n of 

Reven1les 
also fine collections of 

OLD ITALIAN STATES 
with an interesting collection of 

Ron.an States Cancellations 
and an attractive collection of 

Gerlnan Offices alld Colonies 
Illustrated catalog free on request. 

MERCU~r2 ~1~~~v~n~~PANY A 
NEW YORK 18, N. Y. 

T elephones: MU2-7106 and 2-6976 

TWO NEW CANADIAN ISSUES 
6 JUNE, 1949 

"The King's Birthday" 
NEW I, 2, 3, 4 & 5c VALU ES 

Set of 5 Mint Singles ________________ $ .20 
Blocks ______ $ .75 Plate Blocks ____ 1.00 

FIRST DAY COVERS-
Single __ 26c Blocks __ $1.00 (5 covers) 
Plate Blocks _____________________ $1.75 

21 June, '49 - 4c Halifax Bi
centennial Commemorative 

Mint Single __ $ .05 Block ______ $ .20 
Plate Block ______________________ .30 

Cacheted F. n. Cover, Vancouver Ser-viced : 
Single, 10c; Block, 25c; PI. Block, 350 

Cacheted F. D. COTer, Halifax Serviced: 
Single, 15c; Block. 35c. 
Orders (or Halifax First nay Service 

cannot be accepted after 16 June, '49. 
Mint sheets at Cace plus 100/0. Postage e:xtra 

under $1.00. Cheques add 18c. 
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Stanley Stamp Co. 
877 Hornby Street 

VANCOUVER, CANADA 

W 
SEE THEM AT YOUR DEALERS 

Pages F or 

~ 
Ships on Stamps • $2.50 
Trains on Stamps. 1.25 
Flags on Stamps. 2.00 
The only Fully Illustrated Topical Pages 

I 
on the market. It your dealer cannot supply )'ou, 
write direct-

TOPICAL TYPE ALBUM PAGES 
l24 Peachtree Arcade. Atlanta 3. Georgia 

ENJOY THE HOBBY OF KINGS 

k
at Ie per stamp. 500 dif1 . on approval. 
Beaul ltul sel cal. 60c given to new ap
plicants . .Ask for a selt!cllon TODAY! 

References. please. 
EDWIN A. BOWDITCH 

Bloomfield 8. Conn. 

ing siza approvals 
(Copyright 1947) 

FREE 
Illustrated Foreign 

NEW ISSUE NEWS 
Yours mOnLhly. No 
Ohll~ation to you. 

FREE 
BERNARD STEINHAUSER 

530 E. 159 St.. Bronx 56G. N. Y. 

GIVE YOURSELF A TREAT 
Our "Personalized" U. S. Approvals will 

fill those empty spaces in your album 
Quickly and econom ically, Send your want 
list and prove to yourself that our service 
is best. 

C & R STAMP SERVICE 
Box 186, Junction City, Kansas 

7th EDITION OF 

SPECIALIZED CATALOGUE 
ON CANADA AND B. N. A. 

By L. SEALE HOLMES. M. D .. Editor 

--COMPLETE 
--UP TO DATE 
--HIGHLY SPECIALIZED 

A "MUST" for every coll ecto r of the.e 
most interesting issues. 

Write for prospectus. 

Price $5.00. postpaid 
(Please add 18(' to (·herkti f or Hank Ex(·hun ge.) 

Orders may be sent to--

VICTORIA STAMP CO.. London, Onto 
LINDQUIST PUBLICATIONS, N.Y .• N.Y. 

• ___ H9-$ 9-$ 9-$9 _____ 111 

Opportunity 
Your approval service is important to 

I YOU. YOU want the stamps that YOU J. 
'" want--not the stamps that the deale r 
j wants to get rid of. YOU want quality r 

stamps at prices YOU think reasonable. _ 

j'" YOU want the free things-.:ourtesy, .. 
promptness, and attent ion-that often .J. 

j'" YOU don't get. In short. YOU want r 
_ the stsmps that YOU want at the 
0- prices that YOU like to pay. Here 
j is your opportunity to get exactly that. r 
j
C7"l Service is only the beginning. Become 

a regu lar customer for general ap- r 
provals, and YOU get A NINE BUCK 

1'" Scott International Loose-leaf Album r 
at no cost to YOU. Mail the coupon 

l
-j below TODAY for facts and approvals. + -----------REUBEN G. DENNARD, JR. 1439 

P . O. Box 4623, 
Atlanta 2, Ga. 
Please send Cacts and approvals to-
Name ______________________________ _ 

Address ____________________________ _ 
City ____________________ State _______ _ 

• ____ -$9-$9-$9-$9-11 ___ • 

light blue, red) ,-Cow·tesy of PTT 
Gazette, B erne, 

ICELAND-In the beginning of 
June next a new series of charity 
stamps will be issued. « ......... 

The stamps are designed by the 
artist Stefan Jonsson, Reykjavik and 
printed by the firm Thomas de la 
Rue & Co., Ltd., London, in single 
color Direct Plate on sheets of 50 
stamps as follows: 10+ 10 aur., gre"m, 
400,000 stamps; 35+15 aur., red, 
300,000 stamps; 50+25 aur., brown, 
300,000 stamps; 60+25 aur., blue, 
300,000 stamps; 75+25 aur., bluish 
grey, 300,000.-Cou1'tesy of DiTection 
GeneTale Des Poste, R eykjavik., I ce
land. 

* * 
HE FOOLED THE EXPERTS! 

By STANLEY B. ASHBROOK 

RegaTding the r'idiculous ar"ticle in 
THE SATURDAY EVENING POST of April 
30, 1949-entitled-"HE FOOLED THE 

EXPERTS." 

Here we have another example of a 
smart-Aleck attempting to write a 
sensational article regarding a sub
ject of which he evidently possessed 
little if any knowledge. ijut the 
amazing part of this false and mis
leading bunch of nonsense is that a 
publication of the high character and 
standing of the Satur'day Evening 
Post would publish such a sensational 
article without even taking the trouble 
to refer it to one of our leading phila
telic publishers, philatelic societies 01' 

some recognized authority, in order 
to obtain an opinion as to whether 
it was fit for publication. 

Well-informed collectors surely 
wonder why reputable publications 
such as the Post, Cor'onet, Colliers 
and News Week accept silly articles 
on serious philately by ignorant and 
crackpot writers. Each have been 
guilty in this respect in the past two 
years. 

There is no question but what such 
articles have a damaging effect on 
collectors who are just starting to 
collect, as well as on amateurs and 
perhaps on some of the more advanced 
class. Many people are apt to take 
for granted that the Post would not 
publish such an article unless it con
taitl.ed facts. 

If the French counterfeiter, Sperati, 
could manufacture fakes that would 
"fool the E xperts" why run the risk 
of investing money in a stamp collec
tion? Peopl~ are apt to overlook the 
fact that if Sperati was clever enough 
to manufacture "genuine" fakes, he 
would be clever enough to manufac
ture current postage stamps of vari
ous nations and likewise "fool" their 
Post Office Departments as well as 
philatelic experts. 

The American Philatelic Society 
should file suit against the Post fOl' 
publishing such an article, if for no 
other purpose than to serve notice to 

Weekly Philatelic Gossill 
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other publications that articles with 
untrue statements regarding philately 
by crackpot, irresponsible writers will 
not be ignored by the world's largest 
philatelic society in the future. 

When I read the Post article I ad
dressed the following letter to the 
Editor: 

May 1, 1949 
To the Editor of 
THE SATURDAY EVENING POST, 
Philadelphia, Pa. 

Deal' Sir: 

I have read the article by a person 
by the name of "Dean Jennings" in 
the Post of April 30, 1949 and in my 
very humble opinion, may I state that 
I have never read quite as silly a lot 
of 1'ubbish as is contained in. this 
article. I am amazed that the Post 
would publish such an article with
out first submitting it to some phila
telic organization or some philatelic 
authority qualified to pass on its 
merit. In short, this article is simply 
disgusting, misleading and without 
common sense. 

Sincerely yours, 
Stanley B. Ashbrook. 

I have since learned that many 
other collectors have also written let
ters of protest to the Editor of the 
Post. Mr. Harold C. Brooks, of Mar
shall, Mich., sent me a copy of a let
ter that he forwarded and I am in
cluding it herewith: 

Marshall, Mich., May 13, 1949 
The Editor 
SATURDAY EVENING POST, 
Philadelphia. 

Dear Sir: 

When I was married, in 1908, one 
of our friends presented me with a 
subscription to the SATURDAY EVE
NINO POST. And since that time it 
has been one of the few magazines 
holding top place on our library table. 
In other words, we have enjoyed 
reading about 2,100 issues. 

I have never had occasion to object 
to any article until two weeks ago 
when you published an article which 
was both silly and misleading. 

Who is this Dean Jennings who is 
supposed to know so much about 
stamps? I have been a serious collec
tor since 1910 and have a wide ac
quaintance in philatelic circles, but I 
never heard of him. 

Such tripe as he wrote cannot be 
lightly dismissed for it may readily 
have the effect of impairing the value 
of rare stamps of great value which 
are held by thousands of American 
collectors. 

I think that you should, in justice 
to that portion of your readers who 
are stamp collectors, accept an article 
of refutation, and the man best quali
fied to speak on the subject is Stanley 
B. Ashbrook of Fort Thomas, Ken
tucky. MI'. Ashbrook is generally 

(Page 441, please.) 

for June 4, 1949 

I Scandinavian 
Geo. C. Anderson 

49-12 - 217th ST., BAYSIDE, NEW YORK 

625 For lhe Complete Fine Mint Set 
of FAMOUS AMERICANS (35v.) 

• Gerson's Stamp Store 
729 S. W. 4 th, Portland 4, Ore. 

WORLD'S MOST BEAUTIFUL STAMP 
Canada "Bluenose". strik ing 50c ship stamp 
of 1929, has won many collectors' polls as 
most beautiful stamp ever issued. 

We'll send you a fine used copy of this 
superb dark blue engraved beauty, cata-

logue value $1.25, for just 
GOc 

with a selection of our fresh sparkling ap
provals. Modern sets, mint and used. most 
of them priced under 60c. 
Write for a selection today. and the scarce 
Canada "Bluenose" is yours for only 60c! 
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James A. Decker 
PRAIRIE CITY. ILLINOIS 

MORE and MORE 
American dealers are readlnl Britain', Lop·lIne 

guide LO the Imernattonal stamp market 

''THE PHILATEUC TRADER" 
Are you one or them f It not, ,end now I 

Annual sub. $1.25. Three years for $3.00 
Harris Publications Ltd. 

445, STRAND. LONDON, ENGLAND 

TELL THE ADVERTISER 
YOU SAW IT IN GOSSIP 

REMOVE STAMPS WITH 
STOFF 

You can remove a stamp from paper and 
have it in your album in 6 minutes with 
STOFF. 
STOFF is sa Ce and economical to use. 
25 c.nis pH p8ckag-e or 5 package. for 51.00 

L. W. WHITE 
P. O. Box 922. Dept. DG. Pittslletd. Mass. 

FREE 
Send for your sample copy of 
the EMCO JOURNAL, Canada's 
oldest stamp magazrne, N.w 
Issue News, Articles, Bargains. 

A.LSO 
Fine approvals against 

references. 

Marks Stamp Co. 
258 College Street 

TORONTO, CANADA 

British Bargain Page 
ALL MINT AND VERY FINE 

Money-Back Guarantee 
AUSTRALIA 

197-9 ________ $ .20 
200-2 ________ .20 
203-5 ________ .80 
206 __________ .50 
207-9 ________ .20 
210 __________ .10 
211-2 ________ .65 
new 5/ ______ .98 
new 10/ - _____ 2.00 

BASUTOLAND 
18-28 ________ 4.40 
29-34 ________ .30 
35-8 _________ .35 

BECHUANA. 
124-36 _______ 4.40 
137-42 _______ 1.00 
143-6 ________ .35 

BRUNEI 62-73 ________ 1.20 
74-75 ________ 6.00 

BURMA 
18A-30 _______ 6.50 
31 ___________ 3.40 
32 ___________ 8.00 
33 _________ _ 25.00 
34 ___________ 1.30 
35-47 ________ 1.20 
36-60 ________ 5.00 
51-62 ________ 1.00 
51-65 ________ 7.00 
66-69 ________ .20 
70-81 ________ 1.00 
70-84 ________ 7.00 
85-89 ________ .30 

CANADA 
268-73 _______ 2.30 
274-6 ________ .18 
CE3 _________ .55 

CEYLON 
27 -87 _______ 1.00 
288 __________ 1.20 
290-1 ________ .35 
295 __________ .70 
296-9 ________ .24 
new set ______ .20 

COOK IS. 
116-24 _______ 1.50 
126 __________ l.00 
126A ________ 2.20 
127-30 _______ .30 

EGYPT 
241 __________ .12 
252 __________ .10 
253 __________ .12 
254-5 ________ .30 
256 __________ .10 
257 __________ .12 
258-64 _______ .40 
265 __________ .10 
266 __________ .10 
270 __________ .10 
B3-6 _________ .46 
B7-8 _________ 23.00 
B9-12 ________ 1.20 
C39-50 _______ 2.30 

GOLD COAST 
115-27 _______ 6.00 
new set ______ 4.26 

HONG KONG 
163 __________ 1.00 
164 ________ __ 5.80 
165 __________ 2.50 
166 __________ 8.00 
168-73 _______ 1.80 
174-5 ________ .60 

INDIA 
129-33 _______ .70 
142-7 ________ .50 
150-67 _______ 24.00 
168-79 _______ 1.60 
195-8 ________ .50 
199 __________ .05 
200-2 ________ .40 
0100-3 _______ 4.00 
0105-12 _____ .80 

BAHAWALPUR 
1948 set ______ 6.60 
1949 set ______ 6.60 
1949 Service __ 6.60 
Peace ________ .60 
Gandhi (3) __ .40 
Gandhi (4) __ 3.50 
- IRAQ 
110-124 ______ 1.00 
110-29 _______ 9.60 

KENYA 63-75 ________ 9.20 
76-81 ________ .50 

KUWAIT 53-55 ________ 3.00 
56 ___________ 4.00 
67 ___________ 6.00 
58-71 ________ 1.30 

MALTA 
191-205 ______ 6.00 
new set ______ 6.26 

MONTSERRAT 
92-101 ___ ____ 2.30 
104-6 ________ 6.60 

MUSCAT 1-15 __ _______ 3.60 
01-10 ________ 1.50 
NEW ZEALAND 

226-228C _____ 1.60 
229-41 _______ 4.50 

Union Stamp Company 

NEW Z. (cont'd) 
246 __________ .20 
247-57 _______ .90 
258-68 _______ 2.20 
269-72 _______ .24 
TOKELAU __ .1 0 
B22-31 _______ .50 
OY27-33 _____ .50 
- NORFOLK 
1-12 _________ 1.30 
NORTH BORNEO 

208-19 _______ 6.00 
220 __________ 4.00 
221-22 _______ 6.00 
Cypher ______ 6.00 

PAKISTAN 1-14 _________ 1. 0 
1-19 _________ 22.00 
Commem. ____ .4 fi 
new to IR ___ 1.80 
new complete_20.00 

ST. VINCENT 
141-61 ____ __ _ 11.00 
new set ______ 9.60 

SARAWAK 
109-34 _______ 22.00 
135-54 _______ 44.00 
155-58 _______ 4.50 
159-73 _______ 4-.00 

SO. RHODESIA 
42-54 ________ 3.30 
56-63 _____ __ _ .90 
65-66 ________ .07 
67-70 ________ .24 

SUDAN 
36-50 ________ 4.60 
51-59 ________ 35.00 
62-78 ________ 30.00 
79-94 ________ 6.00 
new 3 vaL ___ .50 

240 BROADWAY, NEW YORK 7, N. Y. 
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t.T'1. e 29, 1949. 

10::1.' e .I. ot'l.l1!l t y ur co va_.lo . . ee . 

l' s 

Y rs etc . f 



Lr . - ar-..'y ',eiss, 
~ Gossip, 

'olton, I'" no . 

Denr ... rry: 

Pleaao note the enclo~e lct~er nn return 
boct use I \7ould lih: to pv.t it my scrap book. I 
never roply to a letter suc s this . 



J. 

• 

• r . _"d i! . '1ni eer, J ., 
'731 .. nt ~ itt 1 r.t . ~ 

utlla:rt ~ 1 . 

Dear ir: 

I l!';':0 it r; .le ov:.~ to 
c r .. !:pot s or ilJ J.b r C\ 0 

011_" ca~ c I n:.=J. La,...... I; 
your 1 ttf7:r 'lnS ::''1t Wi" .0- ·0 

mrcr£'. 0 I nd af'f'o'dAl 1 quito n 
dUBO t . 

P >.L'lmps 

1:'0 "'lly to 
t 16 lunatic 

Very truly yo U'C' , 

.~ 



EDWIN A. MENNINGER, Secretary 

Dear I~. Ashbrook: 

STUART DAILY 

COMMERCIAL PRINTING 
OFFICE EQUIPMENT and SUPPLIES 
TYPEWRIn:RS ADDING MACHINES 

JOHN U. MENNINGER, Tre8surer 

NEWS, INC. 

'lire STUART NEWS 
. • • on THURSDAYS 
Member of the A .. ocioted Pre .. 

Stuart, Florida 
June 10, 1949 

. ~ 

I rarely 'i:ri te these kind of letters but after reading your and 

Harry \'iei8s ' cmrnnents in HPG on the SatB;vePost article "He Fooled the 

Experts'! I was bound to make some kind of reply because to save me I 

cannot pail'" my feelings with yours ~hatsoever . 

I I don t pretend to be either a renowned collector or a great 

expert althou~h I have collected for 20 years and am exceedingly fond 

of philately in general. Instead of feeling as you two do, my personal 

opinion and that of several other collectors to whom live spoken on the 

matter in this community is that the art~cle was very interesting 

over-all, told us about the man sperati of whom we'd heal' only vaguely 

if xtt at all and amazed us at his admittedly onD'Standing ability to 

fake postal issues without J:"eally trying to be malicious about it insofar 

as financial gain is concerned. 

As far as your letter and cmmnents are concerned I was unable 

to put my finger on a single cohcrete thing that was wrong about the 

article. However , in the other letter that was printed there the writer 

ment:boned harm to the hobby in that collectors fOl .. tunate enough to 

pos sess SOlae of the highly-prized 1s sues now may wonder if they really 

have a genuine or if it's a fake. ~hat in itself is one good point 

although those people definitely are in the minority in the family of 



~ mWIN A. M~NNING~R, SecreUlry JOHN U. M~NNING~R, Tre8surer 

Page 2 

STUART DAILY NEWS, INC. 

COMMERCIAL PRINTING 
OFFICE EQUIPMENT and SUPPLIES 
TYPEWRITERS ADDING MACHINES 

'lite STUART NEWS 
• • • on THURSDAYS 
Memb.r of the AlSo.i.ted PreIS 

.~ 

collectors in this country because most of us are lucky to have a ~50 

or ~100 item, much less ~1,000 or something of that nature. Conversely, 

I feel it (the article) was good publicity for the hobby that philately 

rarely gets in a magazine of the magnitude of the Post, and made interesting 

ready for the nation's general public. After all, the Post to maintain 

the reputation it has achieved cannot afford to print just anything and 

certainly must have thought twice before printing this story. The writer 

must have had more than a slight smattering knowledge of Sperati in 

m~der to write such a story. ~ankly, if Sperati is so good and the 

experts so poor that they canlt detect; his products' quality, I say more 

powel~ to him. If I get hooked with a fake that's my tough luck. 

If so~e one will point out facts of error in the article itself, 

not in the man Sperati, and not simply use a buncll of adjectives stating 

how terrible the article was I'd be happy to hear them, but until that 

time I say to the :Post and other publications: give us more such articles, 

such as one on the hlflstdry of the ~p50 ,000 British Gu· ana singleton, or 

one on some other notable in pgilately, and a lot of Iflthers that certainly 

would be of publi c interest. And don't forget to tell the .. other side of 

the story. Find out who this ".Titer is; don't Simply ask thin air. If I 

have i n jured your feelings with this tirade I'm sorry, but I got kind of 
// 

sore reading the comments of you two after ltd like / the article. 

cc: Sat Eve Post, Phila 
ould appreciate your forwarding this 

letter to 1eiss---

Menn." g~t::-



". Bdu 1 • 

Do u ~g 

S"tANI EY 8. ASHBROOK 
33 N. n. Thomas Ave. 

Fort Thomas, Ky. 

Juno 29 1949. 

I 0 it n 10 novor to ~oply to 
lotto~s f~~ or ok 0 0 or ~orD of tho 1 lnttc 
f1: j Co but in ou)? caso I 1: 
tion us your l<ttor 

nvm."uCo nnd Di'f 
DC t . 

Per 1'S 0 can oat . 

.. 

·~ 



c 

EDWIN A . MENNINGER, JR. 
731 EAST FIFTH ST. 

STUART, Fl.ORIDA 

1~. Stanley B. Ashbrook 

% e.olz'.dy. hl.J.ateJJ.c ~s1n 

~~..-... ... an.sas 
3 ~ i..v ':) 'r. J-(~~ ~ 



---------------------------. ---------, ----------- , ------- - - , ----------
.. 

.-. 



~\ll (~uarter ~ta1llp 

~4op 
706 ROYAL STREET 

NEW ORLEANS 16, LA. 
Established 1492 

From the Desk of 
LARRY BORENSTEIN 

Associlrte Editor of Weekly PhiJatelic Gossip 

-.) 1949 , 
Dear Stanley , 

I return it~ t~~~~s the enclosures 
nic ... you ;:30 kinaly 8.lOwed .ue . 

Don ' t be too upset by zanies of 
this sort as they do aerve a useful 
purpose , i . e ., they stand in such 
sharp contrast to lo[';ic as to rlatCe 
your position douo1y stro~g . 

I fu' a little sorry that I didn ' t 
think to for arJ you so e of the 
IDdil Lich 1 received both ,ro and 
con . 

Ivi th sincere personal ,ood "isl.es . 
1.S J..;ver , . ../ 

Editor of Postage Stamp Parade a fea~ ~ 
Linn's Weekly Stamp New8. ~ 



MEKEEL'S WEEKLY May 23,1949 

U. s. Notes and Comments 
By PHILIP H. WARD, JR. 

MORE. CONCE.RNING 
SPE.RA TI COUNTE.RfE..IT S 

The recent "Saturday Evening Post' 
article on the Jean de Sperati counter
f cits has caused considerable agitation 
in the stamp world. As soon as we read 
the story we mentioned it in this column 
but since that time had a number of let
ters asking for more detailed information, 
To set our readers at rest we can definite
I r state that the "Post's" article was mis_ 
leading and that the counterfeits may 
very dcfinitely be told f!'Om the originals, 

ccurate information on the subject may 
be obtained from the writings from the 
pen of Edwin Mueller in the "Mercury 
Stamp J urnal" of last February. This 
was written for the stamp collector and 
difTers from the sensational "Post" story 
which was written for the general public, 

Sperati's activitie in this field are not 
new for he has been making his imitatiom 
for more than 20 years. He has comc 
into prominence of late doe to the fact 
that he was apprehended on the French 
border for smuggling stamps out of the 
country and had to prove that they were 
forgeries to cscape punishment for vio
lating the currency laws. He became in
volved in various litigations and was in
dictcd for forgery and cited before the 
Fl'cnch courts. 

As far as known, he has only forged 
four U. S. stamps, nine from Hawaii, 
in addition to some 213 others, mosdy 
eal'ly British Colonies, Latin America and 
Europe. He made no less than 50 
imitations of Spanish stamps, 26 Uru
guay, 15 Buenos Aires and 11 Switzer
land. The four U. S. stamps are the 5c 

ew York, 5c Providence, the 1847 10c 
and the Confederate "TEN". The "Post" 
article illustrated three of these fOill" 
stamps omitting only the 5c Providence, 

Sperati usually distributed 226 imita
tions in booklets of twenty pages with 
brown cover. These are lettered "Les 
J earu-de-Sperati Philatelie d'Art". The 
fakes have the penciled signature "Jean 
de Sperati" on each. Some are unused, 
some cancelled. Those cancelled general
ly have the same postmark on the same 
fake and are generally put in the same 
place. The Mueller article states: "Com
parison of several of these collections 
has shown that not two of them are 
identical. Aside from the differences 
based on the methods of manufacture, 

which we will explain later, some for
gerics which are cancelled in one col
lection are uncancelled in another and 
vice versa. Furthermore other small 
differcnces can be noticed; the most im
portant one seems to be the fact that in 
thc collectionS' we have seen always one 
forgery is included which cannot be 
found in the other collections. It seems 
that Sperati wanted to show in this way 
that hc did not put all his different pro
ducts into anyone of his collections and 
that he still has some up his sleeve in 
order to create the uncertainty which 
forgers and fakers feel so helpful for the 
succcss of their ventures". He imitated 
some cheap stamps (Spain No. 240 cat 
$4) but mosd y ral'c stamps. All were 
19th CenturY' with the exception of ll\.r
gcnrinc 1910 20 p. About 20% to 30% 
of a book is unused, the balance used 
Of thc forgeries noted 25 are recess
primed, 70 lithographed and 131 typo
graphed. At least two of these books of 
imitations are in this country. 



The Naval School 
And Old Annapolis 

By ORETIIIA. SWARTZ 

(Condensed {r01tl SIl IPMATE, the montbly 'magazine of the U. S. Naval Academy 
Alumni Association} 

Three hundred years ago a small band 
of Puritan exiles from Virginia sailed ue 
the evern River, settling on a fertile 
strip of land called Greenberry's Point
the preseJ1l site of the aval Radio ~ta. 
(ion. on they moved across the nver 
to a 1110re favorable spot andr the settle· 
menu "Providence" was under way. But 
like a whimsical lady, that name was 
changed five times: from Providence to 
"Town at Proctor's," "Town Land at 
'evern," "Arundel Town" and finally, in 
1694, to "Annapolis." 

From then until shortly after the 
Revolution, An napolis was the social and 
industrial center of orth America. Here 
came such visitors as Lafayette, Braddock 
and Rochal1lbeau. George Washingtop 

here- many 

all parties." Royal governors from then 
on held sway' until the ftevolution. 

Since its founding Annapolis has never 
ueen known to falter in the cause or de· 
fense of American rights and liberty. 
Since the signing of the Treaty of Peace 
with the marauding SusQuehanneck 
Indians under the widespread limbs of 
the 8oo-year-old Liberty Tree and the 
burning of the brig Peggy Stewart off 
\Nindmill Point by her owner Anthony 
Stewart who preferred to lose the cargo 
of tea rather than his integrity, Anna· 
apolitans have been staunch in the de
fense of "Mary's Land". 

Since its beginning, the Naval Academy 
has played a great role in the defense of 
America. It was barely under way 
when the Mexican War threw all into 
confusion, with midshipmen detached 
for active duty-even the Superintendent 
Comdr. Buchanan, left for a post at sea. 
At the close of the War Between the 
States, Admiral David D. Porter under
took the job of humanizing the Academy 
T he grounds were enlarged and new 
buildings erected. That the Academy 
was essentially sound, wa!\ demonstrated 
by the conduct of its graduates in the 
Spanish-American War in 1898, the first 
war when its product was in entire com. 
mand . . 

The part Naval Academy graduate~ 
have taken in World Wars I and II is a 
matter of pride to all Ll\mericans. In the 
past three wars, the officers of the High 
Command have all been Naval Academy 
g~aduates: Dewey, Sampson, Schley 
SIms, Rodman, King, Nimitz, Halsey . 
Mitscher, McCain, Spruance Hewitt 
Kincaid ... Its graduates hav~ explored 
the far-reaching corners of the globe. 

1898 " DR. K." I. 
The 10. 2c, and 3c of the regula r 1898 

line's, reading "Dr. K. and Co. / I. R. 
was accepted by the Revenue office a nd 
Revenue issues. The first issue on the 5th 
issues show a small I. R. with two types of 
the following. 

7/7/98 7 
Celtic Gothic 
10.00 
10.00 



SPERATI COUNTERfEITS 
In a recem article in the "Saturday 

E\'e!ling POst" the story is told of the 
Sperati coumerfeits made in France. It 
states that our greatest experts cannot 
tell these fakes from the genuine stamps. 
Of course, this is a foolish statement for 
it would be physically impossible to 
counterfeit an engraved stamp that could 
not be told by one who knows his stamps. 
In the "Mercury Stamp Journal" Mr. 
Edwin Mueller, that well known author
ity on European stamps, discusses these 
varieties and, of course, can distinguish 
them from the genuine. In a recent let
ter IVlr. Mueller writes: They are only 
good on, the first look, but I can spot 
them on sight, and I am sure you would 
not be fooled by them." In speaking of 
the "Post" article he writes: "The story 
in the "Saturday Evening Post" is highly 
misreading and in many cases erroneous." 
\ Ve noted that the author illustrates the 
5c ew York, the 1847 10c and the COIL 
federate "TEN" and tells us that even 
the watermark is correct. Of course, 
the U. S. did not start to watermark its 
stamps until 1895, showing that the author 
was possibly a professional writer who 
knew little, if anything about stamps. No 
matter how expert all engraver, he just 
cannot engrave a new die that does not 
difter from the original in some way. 

Every line cuo has three dimensions
length breadth and depth - and the 
man does not live who could cut the 
hundreds of lines necessary without 
changing some of the three dimensions. 
Mr. Robert Hoffmann, the well known 
specialist in the stamps of Uruguay, 
while visiting us recently told us that he 
could readily distinguish the Sperati 
coumerfeits of that country. In fact, a 
publication on the counterfeits of Uru
guay from the pen of Mr. Hoffmann has 
i ust reached our desk. This illustrates 
the original as well as all counterfeits 
known to Mr. Hoffmann and explains 
how they may be distinguished. 



Evidently this particular stamp was 
applied to mail addressed to points out
side the Province. \Ve appreciate hear
ing from any reader who has additional 
information on these markings. 

BNAPEX 1949-Buffalo, N. Y. 
September 16-17-18 are the dates for 

the 1st Annual convention and exhibition 
of the BRITISH ORTH AMERICA 
PHILATELIC SOCIETY. The exhibit 
will take place on Saturday and Snnday 
the 17th and 18th, with Friday being re
served for general get-together in 
afternoon and auction in the pv,Pnlno- -

On Saturday morning a 
Society will take place, and in 
ing will be the banquet and pn:~eIl(alClOIlII 
of awards. In addition, it is arulOUlI1CI~~ 
that Mr. vValter S. Ba of 
will act as toastmaster. 
as to the full program will be aIU.1UllllCt:~ 
shortly. 



THOMAS DOANE PERRY 
ENGINEER IN WOOD WORK 

301 EAST MAIN STREET 

MOORESTOWN, NEW JERSEY 

TELEPHONE 9-0613 

J I 
an :r. 

, C 11 orni 

err. ian rj 

..,t Icy ahbroo 
i subj ct. 

OU. 
Corci 

a 

.... 

",5th. 9 4 

rs nelos d. nd 
h t s ch ohep 

C°.t-Y of your r 1y to com leta 

1tr .. 
B erry 
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MILTON D. EISNER 

1890 B R OADWAY 

SAN FRANCISCO 9. CALIFORNIA 

June 8, 1949. 

Mr. Thomas B. Ashbrook 
Fort Thomas Avenue 
Fort Thomas, Kentucky. 

Dear Mr. Ashbrook: 

Mr. Thomas Perry has forwarded two 
covers to me addressed to Chips 
and has asked me several questions 
regarding my idea of the method by 
which they were forwarded and has 
asked me to send you a copy of my f 
reply and I will appreciate anj 
suggestions from you as to the 
accuracy of my surmises. 

Cordially 

/;JM'- L5 '[, 'J?-<-

Milton D. Eisner APS. #13378 



'. 

MILTON D. EISNER 

1890 BROADWAY 

SAN FRANCISCO 9, CALIFORNIA 

Mr. Thomas Doane Perry 
301 East ain Street 
oorestown,. N. J. 

Dear Mr. Perry: 

Your interesting letter arrived just as 
as about to leave town for a few days 

and I just now have time to answer you 
and must ask your forgiveness for my 
delay . 

"Chips" was an interesting character in 
the early estern express days and a short 
article just published in ~eekly Philatelic 
Gossip, issue of "ay 1 4 , 1949 will give 
you a brief outline of his activities. Page 
002 . I have a greer doal more da t a and it 
was h rd to condense it but of coprse there 
had to be a limit. 

He your envelopes - Chips had his name and 
ad ress printed and sent tho envelopes back 
east to be used in writing htm. It was, I 
beliave,h1s 1ntent that tnese could be post
ed back to him by regular mail as the post
age rate at that time for that distance was 
lOt but t ese two of yours 'ere undoubtedly 
carJ."led in t e regular ,;~ells largo Express 
pouch between the east and the west. Even 
tho the U. S. ost Office Dep't. regulations 
required mail carried by express compa~es 
subsequent to L"eb . 1854 to have sufficient 
postage on t e envelopes to have carried 
them by ail I have se~n many letters used 
between .ells Fargo employees sent bet een 
t eir 0 ices without u. S. postage, but 
kno ing as much as I do about Chips and 
his id s of right and wrong I'm certain 
that he ould have insisted that any letters 
either sent by him or to him over which no 
had any control should nove rigidly confor
med to all regulations . 

You ask regardln rarity and value. I have 
s en similar cove -s 0 'fered in sales but 
have never acquired any nd believe that 
t eir value except to someone lt~ a sentim
ental value such as I havo for Chips ould 



,-

MILTON D. EISNER 

1890 BROADWAY 

SAN FRANCISCO 9, CALIFORNIA 

be based on their value as entlres only. 

The notations on the reverse are in 
Chip's hand rltlng and that one dated 

arch 18. 1857 has a notation on its 
face tiL . O. S.n and was from Louisa O. 
Shattuck, hom he married in 1858. The 
other was from Silence Shattuck whom 
I cannot identify, but was probably 
either his mother in law or sister in 
law. and the notes on the reverse show 
that its receipt was answered first by 
Louisa ( then his wife ) and also by 
Chips. 

If there is any additional information 
that you think tnat I may be ble to 
give you ~lease do not hesitate to ask 
f or it and I will do y best to secure 
it for you. 

Cord1ally 

1Iton D. Eisner APS. #13378 

ce r. stanley B. shbrook 
Fort Thomas Ave . 
Fort Thomas, ntucky. 

\ 







Dr . Cla 
84 

Dol).!> Dc: 

,nn n, 
G3rd ut. , 
Co 37 , Ill . 

~~-------~ -

s uo look back n oentury ago uc aro so ouhat zed 
at tho fact that 0: __ ncco' t 11<" 1: pt ~ 0 c_ lotter nnd t 10 :l!' 
olvc nito a. bit of boo ,.!tcopfuC. 1-. letter to 1 land '~ 
_ nce "'Uf' )!'opa1 '0 c c itcd '.1 • boil." ohare of' tho lOla-te . If 

unp id, JO obitod th ith our ~nr0 of tho rato collectod. 
d in addition, thoso debit"" u.:'ld credits .oro do pendent on how 

tho letter uns trans tted. 

ito n tud of 
t 1s, the ratos tho 

11 j?outed Vi 
study nd t e tnbl 0 t at I havo co p~~o~""_~o:"--p;":"r"""o"""""n:-"· ,t ~ ;,; 0 only 
onos 1 ~ P 11 telic llO.nde . I can readily doter ino 
'7oiBht of a 10 tor n beliove ~ ... o a crodit 01" debit ~ _L~f"o as 
or1e1nally nppL1 d by tho po t 1 clorlm st c of t to tho '7oight 
ana tho rnte~ otho ,ioo co oth1r-g _ ~ ro e. 

at 

I 
. nt 

such 0. 11be",'o'l choc 
t thl 10 plo' 

o f ~lDh to YO' • 
nrc ao 

to follocro no per tho 185 . L. ~ R. --
ian Cloned ~o.11" (thru ~~1and and Gchen) 

35 or 0 ce, p~e yment optio. 1. 



'2 . • Clarence Honnul1 , .Tune 15, 1949. 

By If rench rail" - 21¢ ~!' A oz. 
<:> I II ' OZ ... ~~ "Ii · 

prepayr ant optional. 

By fiBre on 
By "HambUl~ 

11" - 2"'¢ per oz . 
·ail" 2"'¢ rr :3" oz. 

In 1861 the _Iltoa by Bre on and JIl:.nbur :~Ll \'OI'e reducod to 19¢ :>01' 
~. ounoe. 

Those four covers 61" forwardo tlu"U FrEmo "By French 
e l'ute o£ 21t per 1.. 0 co - 42¢' par Q 0 ':'_00 ... all ore 

--- u1 t postaee at "ill ukoe . 

COy r A - n (, oz . lett!' - 2l¢ du t 11 'nuke - .10t I1hat looks like 
a '(p n) upper right cor_er e This fl the Franoh P. O. debit to 
tho U. S. P. O. D. of 12¢'. Th sharo c thJ.s 21¢' ra. VI s 129':, ours \ 
Ul 9¢. ... because thir lettor 70S brought over Irao _;;;L d by "AllEr.£" 

Packot' - note t 10 1 ioh J lI' ' f • S rvice. If Olr C " 1.' p·"'esented 
6¢ s plus 3s! donstic . The }i'r nh share r 2¢, r p e. o:~toc1 6¢ f'rom 
S ~tze~l nd pluB 3¢ PI' nch domest~o plus 3¢ cross cban el t England 
all pCI' ~ ounce. 

r B - over *' Olmce - thuB 1 
"", .... ru......-s--as bl'ought to !h~\1 Yorl: by 
our share as only our d est 1c 
doh1ted u "B6st" on this lottSl" 
96 . 

te 1 at 2 X 21st or 42¢ us S'G i17:aukeo . 
Cuno. .. d ship - " r . Servico# f hence 

o£ 2 X 3¢. You will no that France 
- pon "36" :rhi.ch looks so ethi."lg like 

SaJ: e as above but a nil_BIc 1" - ~ z., ,11th 21¢' 01 due 
a \ au 00 and 8~ i 0 d duo I ran 00 - roo t ovor by v sh 
Packot - C'lUlurd - "Br. Ijorv ce . " At ( stiu tiol1 the dch"osBoe had 
his choice of p y g 21¢ in Gold or 42~ in • S. c rrency. Th 
French Tr aty prov_ded that all Lottloments under the T~eaty bo·) ado 
in Bold. The Be ton rkin 1s "dapI' cute Ul'I'cncy 1:1!l!'kin '. II The 
nep t ~nt de n charfiG at this t 0 of t 10 or o.e n ~o art n 
curroncy to gol . I do not 1" cal uc __ a h:.1. ; ...... ·ut th e 
b fore . 

Cover D - s e us abov # but thPu 0, York - Brit_ h Pack t . 

Cov r E - fro Aa I en to C 
rated at ChicG.§o 1th 35¢ 
foreign . The Curs 11 ark! 
( • t) Prussinn debit 0 

cago in sealed bag - Chicago Hay 1862 -
e at IVlaukoe. Pen markin 8 Sl'te all 

on back 8 a Ger n railroad rktng 
lO¢, in Aachen king. 



;3. Dr . Claro co Hen on , Juno 15, 194:9. 

Cover F .:. rato at -~I0" YoZ'k - Tov. 1863. "5c l ", in Gold - 49¢ in U. S . 
( • p_t . , - Paula dobit o~ lO¢ in n in AachG mnrking. 

- rated at IIm7 YOl-'k - oc . 1 - 1863 - 55¢ in gold - 51~ in 
onoy - F·~ssio.n debit ot: lot ( • Pkt . ) . 

Rn d nt !o yo~ ~ . 13, 1864 - 35¢ in Gold - O¢ L~ U. S. 
?russian a.blt of 10¢. 

, abov0 .., .10\7 Yo • , AD1~ . 1"', 186 • ~1U: .• Pkt . ) -
lot 
abovo - JUt atocl 05¢ in col OJ? 6P¢ Ln . S. c . ., oncY'. 

1 . P . ) .. Pru~ ;tnn dobit ~ 10~. 

gold 0 66¢ in U. S . currency -

b c1e;ht - by 

1'rom 

Cove~ IJ - thru bUG to C iongo - echon debit 5¢ .... Chicago 
us 3 It duo - 0 dcp' cintod C 1" "{ley chnre;e . ~~~~-.r.:'~.~ 

to Ch_cD.Qo -
debit of _ 

viz .. ?e • 
uscr1~p~.~-~~----

1 d '_lbl I'c.to - ccho._ d 
~-"-l.""n "-T . S . cur c _cy - Bo oton ~ _ ............. _--
Cover 0.. oublo r te .. 
re. 115 of eot 11 eol 

.c __ on d bit 
0,: in U. s . 

10 nt 
l' 0.0-

or \w1 . 42 in 

... oo¢ cold ox> 

Boston 
ISG'!. 

- year? Dette~ a -
,-.nti..ng 30;t. T'10 '2" 

o Co.ll.'1.0, bo oyple.:mo it s but nl.ltm"al 
ro \7UO un ol?flOr on tl 0 I nl" 01' t 10 pontel t.lerks, 

tn os thoro ao no Ol.'Tor und tho only 0 ro_ is eJ.uo to 
1 lor oe 0 0 _0 C 10l in rato 0:" .ethod of h'1. dllng. 

Ho lover in t cano of tho CO\TOr in onvelope ne" I bel_ovo hat 
sUrJ 1!: 0 is corr ct. I 0 0 .ricinl t olos of ratos no 01' April 1. 
18 3 - Octob~r 1863 and lovo or 18 ~ n in ouch the rm .. o to 
Soland 1 listed nIl vo Give 1 . 

.~ 



!. 
1 -. • 01 r uC on ., Ju~ lv g 1949. 

i 111 cert illy pproci te you.r co "lI." nt or c_ :tt1ci:L_ 
o tho nb vo. 

\"]~ll e _ tno 16th to a 0 t tho 
2 0 th. 

it t is os I a 
·~ 



.. 
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April 14 . 1952 . 

225 North Michigan. ve • • 

ChiC'll~O 1, Ill. 

Dear Ken: 

The f 11ow' ng is very confidential . I: thouf"ht r had seen that" 

batch of <.:ov rs befor~ and dug into my files. II found th3t the entire 

bunch hAei. been Gent to !'1~ by Doc Henmm sev!iral YH8rs ngo. th~lt I 

photographed each one and explained eaC'!h one to him. I don't l'now 

whether they belonC'!'ed to hin at the time or to you. I will die ou the 

letter I .rote him A't th8 time and .,end you a ct)PY if you 'Wish. 

Ie - "Depreciated Currency' covers ..I. "3nn1ose sample cOl)ies of 

two of my recent "Service lSSUE1S" \\Ih eh contain elata on this class of • 

mail . 

'i th ro ards -

• . 

Cordially yours. 



CLARENCE W. HENNAN, M. D. BILLE HENNAN, M. D. 
REG . NO. 13660 REG . NO . 17707 

PHYSICIANS AND SURGEONS 
ROOMS 217 MARYLAND BLDG .• 841 EAST 63RD STREET· CHICAGO 

OFFICE TEL. DORCHESTER 77S4 RESIDeN CE T EL. SAGINAW 2090 



'. 

THE APOTHECARY SHOP 
PRESCRIPTION SPECIALISTS 

2ND FL.OOR, ROOM 213, MARYL.ANO BUIL.OING 

841 EAST 63RD STREET PL.AZA 0400 

GEORGE L.. THURMAN, R. PH. G 
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From: 

I 
I 

FOR mMEDIATE j 

THE PHILATELIC FOUNDATION, 22 East 31 
REGUMMING TO 

A recent commercial announoemen 

a service (to collectors only) whereby st 

This will undoubtedly provide food for th 

collectors, many hundreds of whom support 

and many thoua ands more of whom use the s 

tion. 

As a Chartered educational inat 

operates an expert1zing service which is 

The acientific research and study ot phi] 

devotes its efforts, inolude the deep stu 

printing and perforation in the interest 



STANLEY . ,A.SI-lBROOK 
33 N. f!t. Thom/lS Av , 

~o,t Thom"" Ky. 

Juihy 2 , 1949. 

l ~r . Eugene N. Costales , 
99 Nassau St. fI 

Ne 1 York 7 , H. Y. 

ear Gene: 

This is strictly con_1dent :1u1. 
Edgar Jessup iB in to\71:' and 1 () sho' ~'od lLe a 30¢ 
1869 COV01~ . h ich 1 e otated he hnel obtained fro:. 
you fLd lh.,c· you stnted ViUS absolutaly Genuine 
and that you wC)"llld L,ruarantee so.l.'lo Q 

Hero i L stamp addJ.~er3Sed envelope . 
\Jill you loaso a dvis 0 r e ' .f the above is true? 

Further, ..,10 Id you . ind tell"ng 1.0 
trhe GOOTCe of thic, covar? 

Than1ts very 'oh. 

With best vrishes -

Cor dially yours , 



TELEPHONE 

CORTLANDT 7 - 5536 

EUGENE N. COSTALES 
MEMBER 

A M ERICAN AIR MAIL SOCIETY 

AMERICAN PHILATELI C SOCIETY 

AMERICAN STAMP DEALERS ASSN . 

ASSOC. STAMP EXHIBITIONS 

POSTAGE STAMPS FOR COLLECTORS 

99 NASSAU STREET 
NEW YORK 7 . N . Y . 

SOC. PHILATELIC AMERICANS 

BROOKLYN STAMP SOCIETY 

BUREAU ISSUES ASSN. 

COLLECTORS CLUB, N . Y . 

N . Y . PHILATELIC SOCIETY 

July 5, 1949 

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook 
33 N. Ft. Thomas Ave. 
Ft. Thomas, Ky. 

Dear Stan: 

I am in receipt of yours of July 2nd, 
and wish to state that the 30c 1869 cover which 
is now in the possession of Ed Jessup was not 
sold directly by me to him. I sold the cover 
about two months ago to a dealer, and I did not 
know Ed Jessup had purchased it until he men
tioned the fact when he was in my office last 
week. 

In selling the cover, I, of course, 
guaranteed it as genuine and wonder why you 
question the item. The cover was from an old 
time collection in which there were about four 
or five of the 30c 1869 on cover. 

With kindest regards, 

Yours very truly, 

~ 
EUGENE N. COSTALES 

ENC:fk 

.~ 
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L' . Edgar B. JossuP, 
1, ... 7 Po '011 St ., 

On :lnnd, Cali:t. . 

Donr E 'Itl 

I rrote Cost las that yo 1 

30¢ 18G9 cover . 'hut 11 _ [; BU.' .~t 
q'I.l1rod if by un cha.'1ce ho "'on"":iC or 
cOvor 0 be C nuine . Th \ fO:!.J. lJ_ ; 
of his l'oply" 

"lhat a 1i_ J • 

YOUl'S t ''' /> 

of Ju 

.LlOn
la.t 

• 







stanley ~. Ashbrook 
)2 ~orth Fort Thomas .ve. 
Fort Thot:lS.s, RGntucky 

Dear! r. Ashbrook: 

Jure 22 I 1949 

I am enclosinL a photoLraph showin~ the usaf}' of IIRailroad Vayll on 
a 167 Gri 11. 'Photo courtesy of ,r. _,~ac3re,-,or) 

I wonder if you h'1ve any idea. of the or i, .. ,in 0 f this markin~. This 
enve lope is addressed to .,T. A. Jirardin, 120 Flum street, Jetroi t, 
~~ich. 'r. 1irardin was a trustee of }Jotre :)ame and had a son in 
atte'1dance tLere. The find i!l which this envelope was discovered 
contained mail from Notre Dame, III inois, ~'ew York and ~.ichiQan. 

Fred Schmalzriedt doubted if it was !'ichiuan. I ar predate the fact 
that provin .... the ori_in is rath~r difficult. I wondered if by any 
charce you would n8.ve aYJY information on this subject •. :r. Konwiser 
says that the oval r~arkins is known. He has seen it off cover on 
piece, and was told that it existed on cover. He also mentioned the 
fact that there was no added fee for flay ~·'3.il after 186), brinoin6 up 
the possibility tnat the lay cancellation on t.l-J.is cover mi£/lt have 
been'used in error. 

Any information you miL"t.t r.ave on this subject would be of ,,-,reat 
interest. The cover was offered to me by a loca 1 dea ler who could 
9up~ly no postal information. 

640 i. Voodland 
Ferndale 20, ,'ich. 

Very truly yours 



Dc "!' . ?re. to~ : 

grot 

I 
C .rroll Cl so 
of' thi oval . 
1 tor. 

d , 
ch. 

S e 0 y yours , 

.~ 



~ C::~--:_ 
p~ ~~ '.-

DR. CARROll CHASE 
R. F. D. 1, MILFORD, 

NEW HAMPSHIRE 

~ r ~ \ J ,.I-AA-A \.. ') ~ 0-

r.-. <::: ~.o~~ Zfu... I 6 ~. ":> ~ 
t\\ ~ '-'-'l 'f - .-~- - . -~ 

~c.c......~ ~ ~~ 
, 

~ ~~. 

~ ~ L:eu ~ q, c£1c.. (2 AIL 

vvA- '( ~. 

-- ' k(~~~~~. 

d1......~~~~~ 

~. 
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Mr. ..a.rvi.'1 Prosto , 
6~O • oodland, 

Ferndale 20, ric. 1. 

Dear r . Pr ston: 

I fUll rot lrIl1ng he: 
oon~< inoC i YOU's of JUne .... 21_ • 

'1" . 

and ui is 
s cialty 0_ o~ d 
you . ish . IJ.· he "'up :>liGS yO'J.. 
7111 '" ou 1:1 _ ly ud.visc .. 0. 

rf y , \'1 1 t 
li're ... ·0 .!O ~ photo "r p 1 of it 

.future ~oference . I ill )1 dl 

Sinceru1y 

July 13, 1~L9 . 

_loto pr1nt 

, 
all ~-

yo:. :; to 

i .. .. . 

our£:! , 

lDkos n 
nu: f 

tion 

.~ 
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... r. Harold C. Brooks 
Brooks ppliance Company 
~'arshall, 'ichi ..... an 

Dear t.r. Br ooks : 

June 29, 1949 

I believe our last brief correspondence ended shortly before the 
show in 1947. 

Since t .. n.t time tne cover bUb has CJripped me. 

I am enc::'osino a photo of the ul3a o e of the oval railroad way on a 
'67 ~rill,in hopes that you miLht ~ive me a clue as to the oriuin. 

I appreciate the fact that Fred Schmalzriedt obtained your . ichi~an 
covers, but I thou",ht perhaps you mi~ht have a clue filed away. 

This cover came from the 'Jirard in find. Ee was a trustee of Notre 
Dame and had a son in attendar.ce there • 

.. ~ost of the correspondence seemed to ori~iru:l.te from .!ichi,-,an, 
Indiana, 'Tew York and Illinois. 

Fred didn't think that the ori_in was !ichi~an, althouwh he 
couldn't state so with certainty. 

I ondered if you mil...lht have any clue? 

Very truly y~urs ~ _ 

~~t/'~ 
.,~arvin Freston 

F. S. I saw SO!lle of your sho':pieces that .r. Ashbrook 
sold locally. Cf course covers of this type are beyond my mean n 

but tney were certa inly beaut if!"ll. I wondered if you are st ill 
possession of any covers of the moderate price ran-e. I would 
certainly en'oy viewin~ same if I could maruue to ~et up to 
·arshall. 

640 •• foodland 
Ferndale 20, 'ie-hi an 

J~_-?~ ~'t
,It~ 4, T~. 

/k3 
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Mr. 14arvin Preston 
640 West Woodland 
Ferndale 20, Hch1gan 

Dear Mr. Preston: 

, 

July 8, 1949 

I am sorry there has been such a delay in 
answering your letter of June 29. Extreme 
heat has never seriously affected me until 
this year. Until today I have been really 
"under the weather. tt feeling unable to leave 
my house. 

The railroad postmark you sent is entirely 
new to me. I am sending the photograph to 
Mr. Ashbrook~, thinking possibly that from 
his research files he might be able to throw 
some light on the subject. Perhaps the 
entire cover might be of some aid. You will 
of course hear from him. 

Regarding old U.S. covers, I have at present 
very few of any consequence, outside of Civil 
War Patriotics. I don't know just where your 
interest lies. It might be possible to send, 
later on, a few miscellaneous pieces for .you 
to consider, but right now I am interested in 
nothing but cooling breezes. 

Sincerely yours 

Harold C. Brooks 



If ., 
. r ..... tan' Py ..1. Ashbrook 
;; !. Ft. Thom~s Ave. 
Ft" 'I'!1C! ae, .,y. 

ar .r •.. cnbrock: 

AV~ st 1, 1949 

You sU,--".",eeted t t:;: write t .·r. Arthur 8. HaIl, in your 
le~ter of :u 5th. Shortly after receivin~ this letter, 
I received a r ~ y from' r. Hall, whom I ha cC'ntacted on 
the advice of ,arry Kcnwiser. 

Ee says, II •.• , etter is marked -ith the same Railroad lay as 
yours. :n addition ~t :s ~ostmarke 1 Jetroit l , but it is 
address~d to _uffa 0 - enc109ure dated 4/27/~. ~'aybe if 
your letter r.<td ~one to some )"'J er town, it v/ould also have 
r'3C ived t~le :Jetroi~ postmark, to i'1dicate official date of 
forwardinu bJ Detroit. Cc e a ...... Slin. .rthur G. l:a ::'. 11 

ou mention"'d that YOlA would like to borro1i rr:y cover to ma1e 
a • hotoura h cf it f0r our files. It occurs to m', on 
rec) i t of rt. t"r .. a III S letter, tr t a photowrsJ. h of his 
c"ver ould be of .:..-reater philatelic value, since it Sf.OWS 

the to,mr:ardnc..s in or __ ~n. Ho ever, "'..f' you still desire 
a photo,,,ra! h c f r covl"r J I W ou d be onl y ~oc 1 ad to fC'rward 
it on to 'OU. 

h 

f,40 •• ood land .. ve. 
Fer dal~ 20 , Tic •• 

Ver~T trul yours 

~~~ 
, . 

. a"" _. ""'hreston 



HeY' ~'{ 
f.-'fe r 

vo (-e. 

J c" l '/ 
fa 
95 1. 

First, a couple of questions before they get out of mind. In Deli 
lJorona's nice 11 ttle I1General Catalog of Uni ted States Postmarks,11 1935, 
page 69, he shows an oval mark, "RAILRo.AD - - - WAY" in which I have used 
three dashes to represent some sort of ornament. Rave you ever actually 
seen that mark? 1~ friend Neal Grabert (whom I hope you will somed~ meet, 
as he has made a marvellous beginning in postal history in a short time) 
is all hepped up to locate that mark on a cover. He studies every auction 
catalog hoping to find it. I have never seen it, I was not aware of it 
until Neal gave me the page reference, and I doubt that it exists. It 
looks to me very IIIIlCh as if Delf had an incomplete strike of the I1l3QSTONA. 
- - - WAYI1 mark and furnished the word "RAILROAD" from imagination. Even 
the ornament looks right for the Bostona mark. :But if you s~ you have 
seen it yourself, I will cancel this entire suggestion and accept what you 
sq. In 1935 we were not as critical as we are in 1952 , and this l1lBiV have 
slipped in as an error. 



iff&~''''""" 

r. Henry A. Meyer, 
.516 Head St., 

Evansville, Ind. 

Deer Henry: 

July 8, 19.52. 

Yours of the 6th received end herewith I return your correspondence with 
our mutual friend Levy of Paris. First, permIt me to express my pleasure at the 
good news that your mother has fully recovered and is enjoying better health then 
before her illness in February and also that your erm is okay once more. As for 
myself, I am on a diet and I have not had any return of the Ball bladder trouble -
In fact, I am feeling fine at present and believe that I will be able to avoid an 
operation. The doctors say that such an operation in this age 1s very Simple, yet 
for e man of my age no surger.y 1s simple - in my opinion. 

Now for the JIlatters disoussed in your letter. "Railroad - ~." I re
to state that I do not possess e copy of the Norona book that you mention. I 

have oopies of his 1933 and 1935 editions of his "CYCLOPEDIA" - Vol. 1 and Vol .. 2 
but I never heard of the book you Mentioned. 

I have e record of this oval meXking - It was on a cover tying a 3¢ 1867 
The owner sent it to me back in 1939 end I had quite a lot of correspondence 

cerning it. I wrote Chase about it and his reply stated that he had seen an ex
ample but did not know where it was used, etc. 

'!'he cover in 1949 was owned by arvin Preuton - 640 Vi. Woodlawn, ]'erndale 
20, lUch ., and he advised me that it is addressed to a J. J\.. Gerarden - 120 Plum 
St., Detroit, lch.· Preston advised me that Girardin was a trustee of Notre 

University and had a son there. I evidently had r. Preston send me his 
ov so that I could photograph it but at the moment I can't locate a print. I 

believe that he wrote me that Arthur Hall also owned a cover with the markins, but 
I never wrote Hall. If you wish I will try and locate a print of the photo I medea 
Advise . Does Ramele know anything about it? Preston showed his cover to Fred 
Schmalzreldt but he had no information relative to it. 

"Ri IL R" - I have read your remarks very carefully and I must confess that 
I don't know the an swer - l'e have " RAILROAD nand "R IL R" and tlRAIL ROAD CARt! 
and no doubt a number of others that I do not recall at the moment. Consider the 
latter _ The wording seems to indicate it was applied by th route agent. I have 
a record of such a cover - a use in December 1843 - addressed to Boston - with a 
small handst8I1\ped tIp 1ID" and a roanuscript "12~" which indicated a rate for not over 
~50 miles. I do not believe that the marking was applied at Boston, hence it seems 
probable it as applied by the route agent - If so, then Why was "Rail R" applied by 
a route agent? I have records of covers with the "Rail RIt markln~ addressed both 
to Boeton and Providence. You sent me a photograph last April of one to PrOVidence 
with c "Paid" - a 11.5" and a "Steamboat tt - a use in 1846. It was a cover belonging 
to E. N. Sampson. 

I hed 8 letter from Chuck lest December in which he stated that he ml1eved 
the "Rail R" I'18rking was applied at PrOVidence. n A cover that I mentioned above 
with the It 11 R" addressed to Boston was headed New York March 10, 1846. Do 
postmarks. It ould appear that the 'Rail R~ on this cover wos applied by the 
Route Agent . I haven't enough data on this particular subject to form 0. definite 
opinion. 



I '2. Mr. Henry A. eyer - July 8, 1952. 

Oan 1 Doat )dail - I hea quite a bit of oorrespondenoe with various 
people concerning the Lynchburg oover, and I enclose some olippings from my 
"Speoial Sorvice" issues. 

Henry I th1nk the cover that Dr. Polland Bold to Levy was carried by 
a Canal Be t trom Riohmond to Lynchburg {by "Boat Eae:le). This wes of course 
a b1l1 of lcdinC and it 1s possible that the writers 1ntended it to go by re
gular m81l, henoe put e 3¢ stamp on it, but instead sent it by the Cenel Boat. 
Had it gone by re' lor mail or as you term it, Coach il, it uld have had a 
R1c ond postm rk. The ~ AY 6" was used merely as a k1ller on the stamp, and it 
of coura don't me that an extra 6¢ was collected at Lynchburg. In the case 
of this ~rtiouler cover the \f y 6 does not tie the stamp but Dr. Polland located 
another cover (which you mentioned) here the enoircled ".ay 6" did tie the 3rt. 
18;1 to the cover. I think thls also \ ent by canal boat 1n the saine manner. 
\hy • s t is markIng used on these covera? My theory 1s this. I doubt if an 
a nt of th ~chburg p.O. t the oanal boat when it docked, but I believe 

. thea boets carried .ay nail from pOints along the oanal which re dIstant from 
tho r gular mail route - or ooaoh route. hy not? uuch rna1l was probably sent 
unpaid and upon rrival t the Lynchburg F.O. in a batch llare handstampec'i tilth 
this mark:1ne " ay 6tl 

- !!lean1ne 6fj 'Was due. ·hen the olerk: oate to a letter w1th 
a }¢ posteS st p h went right ahead and used tho rate stamp a e killer. I 
do not soe any neoessity to go far af1eld and create ome theory which be no 
basis on which to uOJlBtruct 1t. 

I l1ght also pply this comment to Tr cy's effort to V Homo legitimat 
standine to those fake I lay ,2" cover. I doubt if. any v.ell-info ed tudent on 
"\laylf marlclngs would give them a second look OJ" oonsideration. ;here thore 1s no 
suoh a rote hy atte pt to construct thaorie to xpla1n th unleas one has aome 
hi t of ov1denc on ih10h 'to theorize. In the cnae of this t ay 2" cover there is 
no basiB hat oever and I wao dIsappointed at Tracy's remark in his current 
"Ohron1cle" whioh rr1vad y sterd y. Suoh remark have a tendenoy to cont"us 
oolleotors. 

H K t70 - Yes, I h u V rj' nice visit lth him but of oourse he has not 
muoh inter at in 19th Century U. 0. 

had 
181;-1816 r 
euegestion. 

letter front your rlend r~8al Or bert ofrerin to 10fln 
te covers llhien I gladly acoepted. hank to you fo~ .h 

60 e 

I h ve no 1<1 a he he oould obt in ysvill 'ay tut I 111 b ar 
h 1n lnd snould on turn up. 

I beli va the above COy r your letter of th 6th. 

1th kind at r 

Sinoorely yours-, 



t:;r . Harry B. Keffor , 
,0 Tho Collectors Shop, 

17 nroadnay, 
tew Haven llg Conn. 

Dear Harry: 

JtUl9 27 , 1949. 

Und~r date of April 6th last , I JI"ote you 
regarding the 99R2 copy in your sale 01 April 14th, 
Lot" 24. I :fin at I !lover received any reply and 
that the stamp as .sold as a perfect spec ilene 

I havo no illuG 10f1..8 that my opi.l1.ions 0.1"'0 

always corl"6ct, but a:fter all tho years t hat I have 
devoted to a ~tudy of the One Cent I should know the 
bad fro tho good ~hon it cn_es to a ~. 

liay I inquire if you dlsae;l"eed vlith ry 
ion , and if not asking too ch uiil you _lndly 

vise'rne unde~ .hat conditions the copy was sold and 
What figure as roalized? 

I enclose a sta d envelope he:r·e~ilth. 

\11 th ov ry Good ~11sh -

Cordially yours , 



} r . Ben B. Neuman , 
Suite A - 932, 

175 I . Jackson Blvd., 
Chicago 4, Ill . 

Dear Bon: 

June 27, 19~9 . 

F\u~ther regarding the 9GR2 in the Keffer salop 
lust April . Just for the record an your infor at1on, 
hore is ,"~lat I otc Harry under date of April 6 , 1949: 

Harry nevel~ replied to the above, which might 
be construed trIO "ilaYs, viz: (1) that he did not elco ,0 
my remarks, or (2) th t he did not agree with uy analysis 
and did not care to argue the il!lttGl~ . 

At any rate, I' all \lrit1! e hi today afJ per 
enclosod. Do not return. 

71th l"'egards -

Yours etc ., 

.... 



, 

C. G. Alton Means STAMP AUCTIONS OUR SPECIALTY Harry B. Keffer 

THE COLLECTOR'S SHOP 
POSTAGE STAMPS COINS 

BOOKS - PAINTINGS - PRINTS 

Collections Purchased, Sold or Appraised 

17 BROADWAY 

NEW HAVEN 11, CONNECTICUT 

Telephone 7·4495 

June .30 , 1949 

Stanley B. Ashbrook Esq . 
Ft. Thoma s, Ky. 

Dear .::Jtan:-

Thanks very much for yours of the 27th . I didn't 
think that your letter of Jpril 6th requested an answer . 

}'or your personal information I will tell you 
the .rhole story on that stamp. Respe ·ting your judc;ment I 
cancelled a w600.00 bid on the stamp from a collector . I 

.~ 

could mysalf see no repair either in benezine or under my 
libht • I could see no evidence of any pen cancellation . The 
abrasion on the ri,.:;nt side of the stanp "ras obvious . I called 
to the attention of a possible bidder (dealer in New York) 
the abrasion and he examined the sta~p in benezine closely. 
\mat his opinion was I did not learn but he entereG a bid of 
w355 • OO another dealer entered a bid of ~390 . 00 and the latter 
party bought the stamp for (360 . 00 and later learned or was 
told by sor.:.eone that the stamp vms no oood . Those Vlere his words 
to llle and I askeri him what was the matter 'iT~th it . lie told me 
that he thOUGht it had a fake cancellation and that it was 
repaired . I asked him vrhere the repair was and he naturally 
said on the right side vh§re the abrasion was on the face . 
He did however say he could see no actual evidence of a 
repair but felt sure it was . He did not know he was quoting 
your opinion but the man who told him kneVI it . Nevertheless 
I took the stamp back R.nd have since sold it to a dealer 
who entered a bid on it and toll'! the buyer h would have 
never bought it if he had been abl.e to a tter. 1 the sale . \:e 
vill not see it a5ai~ , at least for sometime . Thb stahlp was 
not sold to the .;;>355.00 dealer bidder . The buyer was very pleased 
as he said he would like to buy any more I had lilFe it . 

In direct ans' er to your inquiries I will say as 
follows:- s to whther or not it was a good or bad 99R2 I say 
that it \;as a ood 99R2 by this I mean the stamp was acuually 
99R2 not ~8R2 or 58R2~tc. You in uire if I £lisa ree with your 
o inion. Your opinion r-as that the stamp was reppired , clean~~ 
and pen cancelled removed . You also were of the opinion that 
the sta p had an abraduhon on the right side . The abrasion was 
obvious , the stamp might be repaired altho I saVl no evidence 
of it, as for being cleaned and havinb a fake cancellation 



C. G. Alton Means STAMP AUCTIONS OUR SPECIALTY 

THE COLLECTOR'S SHOP 
POSTAGE STAMPS COINS 

BOOKS - PAINTINGS • PRINTS 

Collections Purchased, Sold or Appraised 

17 BROADWAY 

NEW HAVEN 11. CONNECTICUT 

Telephone 7-4495 

Stanley shbrook (2) 

Harry B. Keffer 

that point has not been proven to roe . I have seen oily 
Cincinnati cancellations before altho I will say that it 
was not the common Cincinnati town cancellation. The final 
point of inquiry is a little more complcated than just a 
yes or no answer . First of all I sell stamps on a &uaranteed 
basis and stand behind them with my money . I took this stamp 
back after I had settled vrith the estate and had no recourse 
to them for t.~e money . On the basis of your letter I cancelled 
a coiblectors bid of ;..i600 . and I further dF'cided against a local 
customer buyi~ it altho he wanted it . Ie thougtlt about buyinb it 
and sending it to the Foundatmon but I knew what they v'ould have 
said, as I felt sure :,"ou would be the examinor . At the tirle of 
the actual sale no~erence was made to the stamp at all as I felt 
certain who the buyer was going to be . If I had made an annoUI10ement 
it would have sold for ~p50 . or ~100 . and the owner would have 
had a niceloss and the buyer misht have been the man who sold 

~ ~ '-> it to him. I might sum the whole thi P and say that I was 
~/~protecting the price, also the colle ors but not the dealers • 
. '\ The only one who is .join to 10 se f 1 the whole thi, is me . 

I trust that I have fully covered everythin0 to your 
satisfacation. I think it is unnecessary for me to say that aJ' 
of this is strictly confidential . 

I have been . ng the t'lO enc loser! stamps to send to you, 
the dark one I thou.)ht 0 be a plate 3 . It mas a small plating 
characteristie at the to left that I cannot check in your books 
at all and thus is my reason for sayin~ it mi~ht be a plate 3 . The 
other stamp is obvious and from your remarks I have priced it ~t 
';50 . 00 'which of course is less 207Q if you are interested . 

I will be pleased to receive an answer from you. 

lJ.ith lcind personal re ards 

My secertary is away on vacation .:30 you "ill aVe> to overlook 
y typinv and spelling as I can'(f;ype and I can't spitll when I 

type . 
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· 2 . :r. n l.~".i B. Kaf'i'or July '7 ;; 1949. 

Rocnrc.lir tho t· 10 1~ 18Gl co )1ofl Lie 1 you c ,closod 
o.nu hie 0 1;"ot ~ 10d horo'1 the T .. 0 po:. C( .ncoloa. GO!!,! _S .f!>o . 
tho to l"O"W 0_ Pate 3 9 but tho i __ f' LlW. ... 8 at tOD left nro _ot 
co 1stont. T! S 10 U typical Plw v eOlo~. 

havo no 

boat 

\lito n ~ico COjY ut 
prosent . 

CUl'ciiall yours , 





1 2 • . !l'. nn::'j;~y B. Kef.:'<n." , July 7 , 1919. 

R c;n ding tho t;o 1¢' 1851 cop' 83 lh1ch you enclosed 
and wI ich ore otUl"n d hOl~or:i the TLo p u ev 0ol(;ld copy is _ ~om 
the top rot! of Plate 3 , but -cl.Q .jt'...... 'n..! t top loft el'e ! ot 
consist nt . T 3 typical Pl . ~ co or. 

The {)5Rl 10 quito n n_co copy bt t unfortuxvl toly :r 
.avo 1;.\0 ',lrtco r it at • .,l'esent . 

Cor i.lly QUra , 

.~ 



.. 

1 c. _ . 
17·) 

it 1. 

::tvd .. , 
Ill. . 

,., , , !.OG • 

.~ 

bt 

u: • 



- '. 

• 

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook 
33 N. Ft. Thomas Avenue 
Fort Thomas, Ky. 

Dear Stan, 

BEN B. NEWMAN 
INSURANCE 

SUITE A-932 

175 W . JACKSON BLVD. 

PHON E HARR ISON 7 - 6001 

CHICAGO 4 

August 22, 1949 

I am sorry that I did not return the Keffer correspondence sooner. 
Em is away for a month with Patti and she will not be back until 
September 6th. It is like having your right arm missing. 

As for Harry's letter, it certainly has the tone of some-one trying 
to crawl out from under and the old story of why should the dealer 
take a loss when the collectors are at hand. 

I am wholly convinced that Dan knew the whole story of this stamp and 
it is not difficult for a man with a reputation to sell an item like 
this to collectors who can afford to pay for it, and in whose collec
tion it stays buried for untold years. 

Molesworth sent me a picture of the stamp and an offer quite some time 
ago. He told me that Dan had an offer on it for $800.00 fro~ an old 
customer, but inasmuch as he, Dan, was going to ~aine for ' a couple of 
months, he was willing to let it go for $650.00. I wrote Jack telling 
hi~ just what was what with the stamp, and heard no more from him. 

A few weeks ago I bought an item from Elmer Stuart, -a ver~ical strip of 3 
with the ... middle stamp a type 3-A. I asked him if he guaranteed it 
sound and of course he said yes. I told him that in my opinion, the 3-A 
had been repaired. He said it could not have been as it had never been 
in anybody's collection, but carne from an original find of old corres
pondence. However, under the light it definitely showed a repair. When 
I brought it baok, Elmer took the same attitude that Harry took on the 
99R2. The present day so-called scientific item, such as lights and 
binocular rnicroscopes,brought out things which did not exist. However, 
I told him that that was the opinion of the dealer when selling, but 
certainly not when buying. That this stamp c~e from an-original find, 
I doubt. 
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BEN B. NEWMAN 
INSURANCE 

SUITE A·932 

175 W. JACKSON BLVD. 

PHONE HARRISON 7.6001 

CHICAGO 4 

August 22, 1949 

Sheet 2 

It is much like Harry's statement that the buyer of the 99R2 was very pleased 
with the purchase and would like to buy more like it. From what Jack wrote to 
me, Dan had first sold this stamp a great many years ago and had, in fact, sold 
it two or three times from the date of his first sale. 

While it is true that Harry says that he stands behind every item he sells, what 
happens if a man were to pay ~650.00 for that stamp and a few weeks later dis
cover what you djd, and Harry would no longer be around to make it good. 

As I have written to you before, I will purchase nothing of any value while 
you are around to check it for me, as I have been beautifully stung twice, 
both times by deal€fS-whom I trusted, and the only way I will purchase anything 
of value, is on ex"tlli.nation. 

~ Our friend, Tony, h~s taken over Jake's theories and methods of doing business, 
. . and as a result he is nm" looking for a new backer. Chuck, who was hi s original 

• backer, has pulled out, and nothing that anyone has been able to say to Tony has 
been able to help change his theories and methods of doing business. Just Saturday, 
a group of us were discussing Tony's methods and there was an unanamous concensus 
of opinion that he should have a large sign over his door, -Let the buyers be
ware!! II 

I know that from many conversations with him that he seems to feel, as he expressed 
it, IIJake has done pretty well thru the years, so why should I bother with petty 
sales when I can hook big deals?1I 

As for the 1566th. meeting to which there was a tremendous amount of opposition 
on the part of the C.P.S. members openly expressed in meetings, the honors that 
are being accorded J~ were much in disfavor with the majority of club members. 
However, his close association with Elmer Stuart, and a few of the other old 
timers put the thing over on a basis of who-so-ever will may come, with free 
eats and drinks, it should not be much of a diffuculty in getting a crowd. 

I should have written to you a long time ago, but Em was really on a'merry-go
round the last two weeks of July and she has been gone now two weeks, so that I 
have allowed correspondence to go by the board. 

I ~on't know how much good you would do in bringing up the remains of that collection 
that you are breaking up, and as for myself I can't see what good it will do me to buy 
anything that does not really enhance my collection. You went over all the covers 
that I have and I don't think that I need any more of ordinary material. 



\ · , 
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BEN B. NEWMAN 
INSURANCE 

SUITE A-932 

175 W. JACKSON BLVD. 

PHONE HA RRISON 7-6001 

CHICAGO 4 

August 22, 1949 

Sheet 3 

\li th best regards to all, I am 

Cordially yours, 

p.S. 

I understand that Paul and Chuck were not over a point apart out on 
the coast. I canlt understand why Chuck showed his 47 fives and tens 
having already won the S.P.A. grand award with that material in Uichita. 

.~ 



TEL. MUrray Hill 2 ·4453-4 

£lfm-an ~ vltayc'Jl 

516 FIFTH AVENUE !/nfl lite ' NEW YORK 18. N. Y. 

Mr. Stanley Ashbrook 
327 Ft. Thomas Ave. 
Ft. Thomas, Ky. 

Dear stan: 

TRADE MARK REG. 

July 18, 1949 

I have just recently received the enclosed cover. It is a strip of 
t;ive and of two cent green, tied on with a Griffin, Ga., cancellation. 
1:)0 far as I have been able to learn, this has never been in any 
collection, and I believe is from an original find. I have hesitated 
to buy it because it looks to good to be true. If you will let me know 
what you think of it, and give me you O. K., and advise me if you 
think it is genuine, I will certainly purchase it. 

I am enclosing a stamped, self-addressed envelope, plus registration 
charges for your convenience in returning this cover to me. If there 
are any charges for expertising same, kindly let me know. 

May I add ~~at I thoroughly enjoyed our visit together when I was 
last in Cincinnati, and I sincerely hope that we way again spend one 
of our pleasant evenings, when I am there next September. 

With Kindest personal regards, I remain 

NECKWEAR TIE SETS -:- MUFFLERS -:-

.~ 

ROBES 



July 20, 1949. 

r. 

I 
Ii .Y. 

Here '11th the Co:. fod c va!' with the ntrip of tho 
2¢ green cancel d Gr1ffin, Gn . I agree .ith you that 
this does look a1 AO t too good to be tl"U0 but I have no 
data in my fl1es reg rdlng a.ny fakmB of this postmark , nor 
can I detect nnyt 1ng questior. bl0 about the cover itself. 

listed on p 
his tracing 
this cov r. 

I enclose u pa : 0 ty.o tied by this post~rk 
and 110 doubt you have si ilar ex plese I also nde a trac
ing of the one o~ your cover - lay t in ov r my t po pair 
and I th k you \7111 fiI d pra.ctically a rfect l! p.tch. 

To s up - I thin { t e 2¢' Gl'oen cover is c;el'luL"le. 

My fee for the examination is $5.00. 

11th reg 'ds -

Sincerely yOUl~s, 

P. S . --Er..c 10 ed he! 11th onvelope for return of 'the 
t 0 pair and true ing. 

s. 



TEL. MUrray Hill 2·4453-4 

!&lvman w: vIIa;re1l 
516 FIFTH AVENUE /in!/-~ , NEW YORK 18, N. Y. 

Mr. Stanley Ashbrook 
327 Ft. Thomas Ave. 
Ft. Thomas, Ky. 

Dear Stan: 

TRADE MARK REG .. 

July 22nd, 1949 

I have today received your letter and the strip of five with the 
two cent green cover. I note what you state in this letter, and 
I felt sure that this item was genuine. 

I hesitated to mention who sold it to me, but now I can tell you 
that I got it from John Fox. He claims to have had this item for 
twelve years, but did not tell me who he originally got it from. 
I also showed it to Ezra, and he pronounced it good. 

I sincerely want to thank you for your attention to this matter, 
and I am enclosing my check for $5.00 and also the cover with 
the Griffin, Ga., cancellation. 

I am trying to get up some data on this tViO cent green on cover. 
Do you have any information as to who owns singles or strips of 
five? I have come to the conclusion that it is a hundred times 
scarcer than a 10¢ IB47 on an euvelope. I think you will agree 
with me on this, and if you have any other information concerning 
this stamp I will be pleased to hear from you. 

With kindest regards, and trusting that you are enjoying cooler 
weather in Cincinnati than we are here in Nevi York, ' and trusting 
to hear from you, I am 

~.~ 
~~~~~~aoP 
~d£/~~4;~ 

NECKWEAR -:- TIE SETS -:- MUFFLERS -:- ';::A ROBES 



11' . IIoh"urc Lob! n , 
516 Fi.fth VC:. , 

no York 18, I: . Y. 

Dear P01'llr : 

lfulb., 25, 1949. 

YOlll"'S of tho 22nd 7'eCCi~TCd lith cl'lclo9'Ul'oS 
as stq,tod. "!any:;OO ko . 

vO Johnny had thnt Grif~in , Gn. Covar for 
twolve yoo:rn . In thc.t CD.~e !t could hnve CO£:1C out of 
he 'orson oollectloll but I a".t c no '~ecord of it i! 

my .f'iles . 

I doubt if I hnve a :yth._~1g unusual in 
files 01 tho 2 tl 8l"loen except raco: do of vnrious covers 
ith e1n,:'los {v!d str:Lps. I !lo~e u covor fJ:ta .I. Ark nsas 

lith n :l. S. of 5 - 0.130 one fr 01. l. ·1s31 sipp:t \'1itih a 
block 0 ...... 5 . lso a nice item i,'US 0. fil e sheet of 100 
(l.;:'c- .,Ia.lcott. nn .... llp':"'loccd to '!J \'.1

A
1.0 . A- O d.oubt it m" 

but I unr1 erstnnd tl t CJmr-ley .hillips ,u'!; it up. !hat 
a hun . I r~o~O _ C ora.s 0 t\!O covorn lith blocks of 
fiv • 

Yos, t;loro is no co, ' .. 1'130 bet -;e011 tho rarity 
of u lO~{ 18·17 co or co p '0('1. t.o n 00101' ith un" sort 
of s ~l~le or multi 10 0_ he 2). gr~on litho. In "1, :910 
languago - 10 .... 1847 covers nr6 nO"i:; even scuroe, 1hol·OU .... 
COVOI'S .... ith the 2,,,, )1" n a e ........ t~_o r l"ity cIao .... 
..... car· 0 0\ 1 11 "'(lly npnl-y. 

I 



Now entirely aside -- and confidentially, Stan, ear 
that you saw the 2¢ green strip cancelled "GRIFFEN, GA." that Howard 
bought. He sho·-·ed it to me but I did not have a chance to examine 
it closely. It is so pretty that I looked only at the Btriking of the 

J 
{cancels. Each of the 2 strikes is miraculously clean yet each has a 

hen 1- J ::I!2KY light strike just to the right -- about liS of an inch away. 
~ If the P .U. hit the first 2 very light ones - then wasn't satisfied 

L with them, he certainly was accurate in re-inking the canceller and 
e-~~e... applying it so equally close to the 2 light strikes. If on the other 

f hand the light strikes are "slips" off the heavy strikes it seems 
o ~ e q to me they would (or one of them at least would) be heavier IIsli 'Jping" 

~! off the fully-inked canceller. I looked all through my collection 
7... 1- for " slips II and. couldn't find a one . hich duplicated this phenomenon. 

A ... I my "slips" are much closer in heaviness. 
L 150 

Do you suppose, Stan, that some "painting" was done here? I lalO'l 

that GRIFFEN" often struck very clearly - I have them - but not as deep 



I' 

Doherty, Clifford & Shenfield, Inc, 

-2-

and as damn complete as these 2 strikes - and never uith the light 
"slip". I an told that the strip of 5 has some creases that look 
as tilough they ~ere ironed out. No one knows the origin of this cover. 
Fox just showea. up with it and naturally has no suspicion of it. 
Nor have I really -- except it puzzles me -- suddenly coning to light -
so beautif-Ql - such wonderfully clear strikes. Please keep this be
tw'een us -- I ~lO-Qld not do a single thing to cast suspicion on Howard ' s 
cover nor on Fox. He is very square - always. If you have a photo 
of this cover, I l~ou~d like a print to examine. 

Best from a wet-no Spring -~ 

~~--



ay 25, 195. 

1.1. L. Shenfield, 
350 Fifth Ave., 

ne"l York, r •• 

Denr Larry: 

ident io.1. He - the Lohma.n 2 { Green cover 
~~"";';~~~2-F-3,;,;.",;;;,;,,;;nn~0~nrd sent thin cov"r to r.lC Inst 

July (1949), for ex at10n. He mnted y opinion be_ore he 
bought it. l ex inad it nnd l"eportocl thnt in my opinion it :m.s 
genuine - I cll . 'sod h:tJ a reo of 5.00 - mnde pho voe;raphs - tl"ac
lnGs - etc. I re e bel' the 11 cident and. that I m.s very suspicious 
that the cover laS Bonuine, but concluded thnt fT9' suspicion \ as 
groundless a d that I as perhaps looking for tl'oublc. As I re
call, my sus lelon IO.S that so eona had an off cover. strip and 
put it on tl s cover. In oth,,-(' worda, the strip did not or181nnte 
on this cover. 1: rOM, tber thH t I cxo. lined it _ ro. every anele find 
cane to the co elusion that the coval' ~ms eenulne. I wnnted to be 
aoubly S lr a because I think Leh ~n is a tricky chap - ono who 
i/O lId 't hesitate for a 1nute to pull a fust one - in plain nglish
I 1O l1dn t t trust h. as faI' as I co lld toss a bull. I hnd the foel
ing that ther might be 80 ething IrO g bout this cover - that 
L n knew \lAAt a.s v.Tong - d bought 'it (probably) for a song and 
Janted to Btl nc e on it to a e his invest e t <"Etfa. 0 eli 

not tell e where} 0 got it - but later he >Tote that hbe- ot it fro 
Jolmny Fox. 

For examplo, men he ont it to - lIe stated - "I hEtve 
ju.:t receive the enclo. ad cover xxxxxxx It hHS never been in fl 

collect ion and I believe it is fro an original f d. I ha c 
hesitated to buy it. If' you wiJ.I 1 t no l-now xxxxx and give mo your 
O.K. xxxxx I ;111 certainly pU'r>chaso it." 

"y reply ms: "l think the cover is .... enuino." 

I have no record of tlo ondorse ent that I a( e on tho 
back. tel' I returned it he Irote: flI h sltntod to .. ont10n who 
sold it to no but nO\ I can tell ou thnt ! got it fro Jo}m Fox. 
Ho cln1 s to hn e had this iten for t 1 but did not tell 1:10 
ho he Or161110.11y Bot 1 t fro. I 0.1. 0 S 0\10 to Ezr (Cole) nnd 

he pronounced 1t good. 1I 

I ado 
Please 

ith IJarry - (1) the photo~raph - (2) Et trucing that 
t e fro tho TJe an cover - (3) n photo of. the trncing. 
the tracing to e, t keep the photon if you w1sh. 

I ight add that I thoueh the t\.o II ,~" of "Ga" looked 
1fferent but co cluded I as seoing things. 

hou ht c 
cover fro 

roto 0 that he got tho covel" from Fox, tho 
rong in opiniol? Did Fox get th, t 



#2. 'I'. L. Ih S enfield - Bay 25, 1950. 

I do not recall if I exnr ine<l the cover under y qunrtz 
In P, b l.t I nf3S\line thftt I did. In so mny casos n COV0r such as 
tis, evon if it hf d beon fnked, muld not sho any thins suspicious 
under the lamp. 

I beliove that tho t '10 po at Hrks are eonui e. I do not 
think there is any doubt n bout this point. If thore is anything 
>Trong - it s ' this - Thin strip 11th two Benuine po. t arks did not 
originate on t s cover. I still bali.vo trult it d1d. \~at do you 
think? If' you are not thoro"" ly satisfied, I ill have Ho Hrd sond 
tho cover to ne and I 1.11 ke .further ex ination. 

\ ith best wlshcs -

Co dial1y yours, 

• 

.~ 





. .,oo,.rsident 
• STANLEY B. ASHBROOK 

Trans-Mississippi Pict-Pruldelll 
EARL B. ANTRIM 

33 North Fort Thomas Avenue 
Fort Thomas, Kentucky 

Celleral Pice-President 
LAWRENCE L. SHENFlELD 

40 Highland Circle 
Bronxville 8, New York NON-POLITICAL 

319 Holly Streel 
Nampa. Idaho 

Northern Pice-PrtsidCllI 
VAN DYK MACBRIDE 

744 Broad Street 
Newark 2. New Jersey 

Southern Pice-President 
DR. MARYE YEAMANS DABNEY 

3206 Cliff Road 
Birmingham 5, Alabama 

Secretary-Treasurer 
T. W. CRIGLER. JR. 
Macon, Mississippi 

Alltlunticalion Committee 
LAWRENCE L. SHENFIELO, Chairman, 

40 Highland Circle 
Bronxville 8, New York 

Dear Stan: 

May thirty-first 
1 9 5 0 

First, I return herem th the tracing of the Griffin, Ga. 
cancel. I am keeping the photograph and I will pay for it in my 
next remittance. The 2¢ Green covers came back and thank you for 
your comments. I am anxious to see the prints. 

Reference to your comments on the 5¢ Ne Orleans to 
France: I did not know that you thought there was a 10¢ 1857 on this 
cover originally. Your letter of three years ago did not mention 
it and I believe that the Handstamp "Not Paid" indicated that :it 
bore only a 5¢ stamp. I h~ve seen plenty of 5¢l55's singles on 
covers to France and thought they accepted this for delivery as 
not fully paid. ~.iill you let me know for my records. 

Now for the Lehman cover and this is confidential also. 

I was very much interested in your comments on this cover 
and I have no basis for suspicion except the rare beauty of the' thing 
and the excessively clear strikes. I compared the photo and tracing 
very carefully with a fine impression of Griffin which I have and 
it matches absolutely. The telltale on this cancel is the missing 
branch of the horizontal serif at the top of the final strdlce of the 
"Nil. It is true that the month date and the dew date do not agree
in lining up horizontally with my example but I presume that because 
this was a big mortise it could be set in crooked. 

Your suspicion that perhaps the strip was planted brings 
up the point of where the parts on the cover of the <?ancel are paint
ed. I thought a lamp would show this or am I 1'T.ID ng? This cover 
was once sold to a collector Whose name I do not kno who took it 
to Bob Laurence for expertizing and Laurence advised the man that 
the strip had probably been planted and based that on the ironed-out 
creases in the strip hich of course I did not know in my quick exam
ination. My quick examjnation did indicate, however, that the strip 
was well refreshed and the paper very whit4 and striking. Whether 
this would indicate that it l'aS taken off and the creases ironed out 
or whether it was planted is of course not provable~ 

Since Bob Laurence told me all this in confidence, please 
keep it so. I would conclude by saying that I would like to drop 
the rna tter and in my opinion I abide by your judgment but if you 
believe that the strip did not originate on the cover and that the 
cancels on the cover are painted there should be some way to prove 
that. Incidentally, I have not been able to locate a cover addressed 

.~ 
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to the same party in my entire collection -- this can mean some
thing or nothing. 

Yes, I think Lehman is a very shrewd trader and he is 
always buying and selling things from time to time, but I think 
he was perfectly on the up and up in sending this cover for authen
tication -- in fact I 1mow that Fox said that he would abide by 
your judgment completely. 

Mr. Stanley B. As1iJbrook 
33 N. Ft. Thomas Avenue 
Ft. Thomas, Kentuc..l.cy 

My best, 

P.S. I can assure you absolutely that this cover did not come 
from the Needham collection. 

LLS 





#2 . 11' . r ... L. Shcnfleld, June 3, 1950 . 

I 11..'1 TO just Y.'oceived n letter £'r01, John Fox assul"ing 0 
t_ nt tho coveI' did not co A froM tho !'oedhan collection. 

ithbost r ,gards -

Cordially yourf~ , 
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r'2 r • 1: . ~ 'e nr= B. Jeetup, July 15 Hk9. 

June 2 • If Tho ::sO} 1s f dod fn.cl spo_ls 100': ... of coveL' . U 

I looked t ru the 103' Ti XL. catalogue but could.n ' t f1.d 
an:; [Gyre on of the covor in t" 0 Eap!Y ! E:.:'ubit . 

I . ill s' ely be intorostoa :1r.. any fm"'bh91" 
.Qi t l"'n \.1 p . 

,., ... 

G c., 

fo1" (1 -

.~ 
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r r • . • H. Judd, 
ItOnoonta" 

Dalton, Ga . 

Dear Judgo; 

Tha.lko very ch for y .PG Ol th 21st \dth 
c'leck £'01' -cho 5)£ 184'7 cover. I ' \Ins . Urp:i.~i3ed to l earn 
th t you didn't have such 1m 1 to, lhich is un .4 d1ca
tion tL touch c. covo~ ic ven LO_' lusive than I 
sup )0.0( .• 

CongroJ~u11tio: sotho 10;t Rose coV'or i ith 
red Ch cli. and, Vo. . I} ve no rocord in my filf:}s of a 
covor :!.th thin tnwp tied by 0. J.·ed t onn. Both the S . 1' . S. 
lll'.d :>iotz leave such ll. 11st1!l[; \/.Lth u bJ..c uk pi~ice . I 
note tho.' t D otz boo'~ liui;s ~401'\.) a l:tfj'" of l:'ed torms 
"Chu.rcll1U! rl, Va . fI I f..rt" ~ no l' co 1100'cio of seoing 
this to"i'll 0 ,1.y {'over. 

1. rO[jru-G to st ..... te th['~ ~ L.1.ve 1 0 ~e! ucky r • .., . 
PI roC' 01'" \' ith . t·.tL.ps t _ resent t:r..oue;h :m the PlE't I h!. d 
80 •.. e ni~e Bowl:i.ng Groen ana. Gol'll. 'U-an i tenm . I am enc10n inS 
th only i.rlro.naas covern t} utI hn IiO loft. -- dell t t kl10 I 
7hother thoso ( "0 "18·~7 t s fI or Con cd ')ut T not, tr.dlt 

Dietz lists each 'me as a' Con od • L • P. - In l: Y opin_on, 
thut don't .ann. 0. grc!lt deal beoauDc he is too h'3.!lty in 
listing ~mny ~teas th i sh~uld ~GV_~ bo listed. 

~Jy kit: oot r ,f!nrdc ... 

Enclosed - ~cho covers . 
~J.19 - - . 00 
20 3 . 00 
2 . 50 
27 - 3 . 0 



, 
• r . ~ . 3 . Jud , 

'OnG'onta" 
Dalton, Ga . 

Dear tTudGe: 

T 
of tho 27t 
othe." t'h: oe 

. B '1111 e lmo 1ledge l'eceipi:, o f yours 
:'lith ,3 .00 in cash and return of the 
covers . T r .. nks vel"Y ~jlUch . 

Regard. n ;rOU1'" Ghu!'chJ.u d, Va . cover 
and tho 3rt 1861 F..xpross COV071 , I thin, it iVould be 
a.d'Tisnblo if you lOuld .... end both of these oland 
let MO have D. 100;: . t the. I. th~ prrot you. :-:wobably 
heard nbout the 00 " _f 4 coll.ctio 'nd t~.:.c."! t it co -
tain d 10;; of q1 eGO til tn.' _ 1. Ieoclhfll <'~i ,d bout 
ten Y b:roS ugo ld in t (. _ ast 35.7.: Donth q'd.te a 
lot f his ~tori 1 hns been lor, quiet y '.!oming o. 
the nnrkc"u and I ho. vo .. oted n l1'tmbo:::- of fakes f.h:Leh 
I 811 oct cnr:.o fro thE t SOi.l co. Thero is nothil":'o 
like playing sai'c a tel I \lill be ",;1 cl to look n t any
thing that Y '1 htl l . pUrCM1.3 d :1n recent I'lOnt.3 
\<1h' 01 tght a .)penr a. bit out of t~10 ordinn.r.t. 

: il.l 1 (.tvi!l~ odnosday on a bl"-Si. ess tl"'ip 
and \' ill be go, e about a . k but ~ ... O'll '.;:U 1 f301d 
any covers ftor. roturn I lill be lly too lad 
to e~ tlC a ~ur ful ex. inat on . 

Thnt 3,£ 1861 cover c;ht be OK bu" I noveL' 
heard of such an Gxpr sa co pany. ·w f _rBt i ~re~~ 'on 
is that it don't, loo_~ ,ood but oS: COUl' 0 _ roi lt :: 
lOa;' long. 

ith indest rogar's , ~ am 

Cordially yours , 







Au • 17, 19A9. 

'l" . • H. Judd. 
D ito , Ga . 

Y' eur.ru go; 

J!ol"lew th I 
yours of' the 5t . C 

rotur 1 g the a:i .. "~_OUS ito s contained n 
en s 0110\1: 

..,0 th L • ~.. 1 S • Th l3 cover l'ecently c 0 out 0_ th 
enry~ . eo co action. leOml diOd about ten o~ t olve years 
g nd of course you aro doub 1 as f milia.r th tho charges made 

again t him by lliott Per17. have no ctual leno lodge ogarding 
tho P rry- eo controv r y but I do O'il that T have p ... rson 11y 
ex ined itc s th t c :'la fro.:!. the collection that JOj':O fi·audu_lent . 
nwther thie cover b ood or bcd, ! ha e no, ctual proof . I never 
su. this rking before , n or have! cny recor of such co pany. 
fly euess is thnt the cover is SUI)posed to l"epI\OSent a usc after the 
lar , 0. carriage by a private express co pany. Po~"'haps the flMRrr ~ as 
nuppo ad to stand for "Ua11 Route . " 

I 
r 

I 
an nv tl.g 
be n such a 
thru th 

ent thru a ost offico -
P. O. cancel

'os the ::msplcion 
nd thnt a c celed 

tied with f ke circular ~rking. 
r if nn e press co. rt'J l.n 1865 'would ha TG a to. per with 

':i.'h t ,eer.lS to DIe to be Of.', ibly of philatelic o'''1gin. 

va 110 obJection to you . for lI.me anyone ._ ._, I examined 
thi roq st d you at ~.ibel>ty to qu ny of my 

he pat'ty Iho sold ou t 1 cov r did not ve any 
that it in genuine it !'.!ho 1 not havo e n sold to you as 
"n3 is ll and t a pric in lin ith a quest10no.bl item. 

k go ,oto Costales on ~nqu_ d if h thought thi 
s genuine. 00 f no reply. 

opinion) that 
ctual brmm. 
ppe 1" to be 

lO¢' Broun Ho a - 0 f cov r - This 1s q ito a i'ine ex plo of this rare -



#2 . r . 1. H. Judd# Aug . l? , 1949 . 

shude - it 1s really rare . It is oven :round sOLlcwha.t da.rker than 
this and as I recall Larry Shenficld termed the darker color a. 
"BURGUdDY" which I thought '7as quite appropriate . As you are 
a.mra , tho stono ot: 100 subjects consisted of 50 difforent 
transfers, thoj,"cfore , 49 a.nd 99 came :Crom the same tram fer - I 
run not much on plating lithographs but your 8 ingle comos from 49 
and the lot blue from 99 - I do not tllink that the It scratches r on"~ 
t c 10~ Bromn Rose (at upper left) are consistent stone varieties 
but probably n mar t (not on the stone). 

oe no !'eaaon 
~. 

this i O.K. but I e.!.l nOG familiar 
It ~S too bad it is so ~aded but 

Red "i;o :/ns on this st r lp ru."o indeed 

I h va no rccor of' this. Klein's 
olk o.f"hor a:'-l1 rand appreeiates 

L r1 't'k" t;. I an . d riSinG her of thi 
1ill send her a photoernph. 

daughter is 
advice of any 

a.nd if she 

I judge that t a wa'" a :lssissippi RivQl" Packet a.nd 
1;hat the lotter \las l)icked up at a lnndinr1' and carried to ~a v Orleans 
:here it as placed 1n the p . O. (~te leI' narkine ;ar . 15, 1L68, 
e Orleru s seven "days .. tor or .!al" . 23.) 

T:umks ver ch for the 5.00 fee. 

1tll ,vary g ~sh -

Cordially yours , 



r. H. cicl 
D 1",0~ p G~. 

you -t' 0 .... 

lOJ B 01' - s 

ue; . 17. lD<·9 . 

ol'i'ic 
cancel
plcl.on 
C6..r'.C, • d 

~lri.."'lL • 
. - ·.th 

r I -



{;'2. 1'. t. H. Juacl, Aur; . 1'7, 1 49. 

t 10 1"ca.l1y raro . It is evon fO'lL d so mil t ar'~ol" than 
n .. d as I rocall IJurry ShGnfiold terno 1 I;he dfll'kei.~ cOlor a 

un G DY" uluch I th 19ht nas quito .ppropr1u·t"c. Ao Y0l,l Hl'lO 
a.nrc, tho stono of 100 subjects cor.o_sted of 50 difforent 
t- MS •. ers thorofo;?o, 49 and 99 c 0 fl'lO the sanG tr ;['91"1 - I 

ot ruel 0 plati.. g lit! 0 -'>aphs hi t your s 1nela CO::JQS f: 0 49 
the 1 t bluo !'j"::n 9 - I do t tl ~:lk that t 10 tI sCl'latchontr or 
1 r! ~l" m Roso (at upp,~ loft) al"0 co s1etent stO-1f3 variet· as 
-or--o·./ blv . . {r~k (not 011 the stono) . . .. -;;.;...---.-,.;;,; ... 

) vo ./ " O(l • .!.:.l 

this is O.K. but I a..m not fomiliru." 
It is t 0 bad it 1L so nded but 

Rod tOlma on th1R staup &:po ll'deed 
.... ~E _ 

d.auehte~ 'iu 
0:" vi co of ~.,7 

an if ah( 

I.iver Pl1clcot a (i 

rl .. :tod to :"0\1 OrlcOllo 
,\l"':ll'lG a ". 1), J.OCD" 



r . 

D r J 

bnppy 

d 

: 

Sopt . 6 , 19l1:9 . 

flBnld nil cover of OUl'S , I ru:1 

i'l"'o v/hat infol'l!lat ion tht t I can , that 00 aona el se 0 ms n 

I loarn fro v acBrld 
t is 1t.~proRSn hi column in 
yo h n't II t n or th t i8S\\ , 
of Sloano's rel rks for you. 

ent10nad 
46 . f 

of 

II 

I 
Elliott Po 17. 

y 
thnt ou qc ull' d qu 

1th best 

ko copy 

L. V. nu.be of 0 I Orleans and under date 
On rt as folloia: 

re 

a 

to your 1, t tor of U 1St 17, cone oloning 
i pross , t i covor is ppurently gonu-

1 'ch the sar as tho S 0<... _'ti 1 • 

a 1 0 ... bo or :i.! t d lith 

mine, n no doubt it is , I.-believo 
r rlty. 

iohea -

Co ldinlly yours , 



MATTHEW E. HAZELTINE, M. D. 

W. SCOTI' POLLM"'D, M. D. 

HOWARD HAMMOND JR., M. D. 
ARNOLD A. NUTTING, M. D. 

GRACE DICKSON KLEISER, M. D. 

ALBERT BUILDING 

SAN RAFAEL, CALIFORNIA 

TELEPHONE SAN RAFAEL 6120 



MATrHEW E. HAZELTINE, M. D. 
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GRACE DICKSON &LEISER, M. D. 

ALBERT BUILDING 

SAN RAFAEL, CALIFORNIA 

TELEPHONE SAN RAFAEL 6120 
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GRACE DICKSON KLEISER, M. D. 
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TELEPHONE SAN RAFAEL 6120 



MATI'HBW E. HAZELTINE, M. D. 
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<2 . Dr . I . ucott lland, Aug. 22 , 1949 • 

.na 0 but I do Hot ecall here or 1hen it appeareu. I ,"oule. have to 
look it u p. I erso ally I clon' t th3.nk n g~~cat denl of the genera.l 
run of "Foruarders ll hnndstanps and :lGl1p na" 10 in ':I; Hlt e1 SSe ~,hether . 
"Gilpin's" had H y official eOlIDoction with the p.O. ir.. 1851, I do 
not kno /I but I seriously doubt that 0 ch waH the co. e. Uy guess 1s 
that "Gilpins tl aintained II ail Bngs" for cer'vain outeo1ng foreiBl'i 
mail, ouch the see a.a \ 'as "\.;_10 cus t 0 in S . :£.'. 

Ths Ie-v:r York flrJ of "I sirut & Hobert" pl'obably • ant n 
ibatnh of mail to "G.1.1pins" to lor iard to S . It'. an-i p l.d them for the 
service III c1 the postage . Gilpin handstamped such l:la11 and i.ent it 
by pr1v te carr~ er to 3.1-' . There the carrier took it to the l' .O. and 
paid the posta e in cash and the S.ll. P.O. clel"k h.a.ndstmnpod it as 
"Paid. t I ",coder if the He I York firm act.ua~ly paid 6~ on this letter 
and that Gilpin IIbobtleeeed" it and savod 5¢'( Quite possibl~ • 

. !ovorythine cons idered I t ink "Ghat I would charge fro!!.l 
12.50 to '15.00 for this covel'" oven if it d;td Hot ave the Gilpm 

hund8tru~p. I thil v.: its rea.l value is ! 1 the fact that it is a 
',bootleg" - LaD,ed nt s. F' . u ... a. :Jpaid Drop, !"uther than eupl:a.cis 

on the Gilpin u.rking. 

CO'T0rt No.2 - Y s . this :a" used on Paie E tanpless mail to 
Ca.l1fornia-- there1~ore, an u5ee ll.t'. Lalli! .j~1:i!1l~. have nevo:::> noted 
its use otherwis~. 5y oHrliest l"ecord .. s Ap:"..:..l 1002 but I have not 
ntte~'lpted to kCA) an nccu!'ate record nne it rn.o.y ha',e beon "t.wod :1.n 1851 . 
1 0 doubt i'~ <'an. I 'vou', cr...al:'ce c '7.50 ';;0 .... 10.00 _ or t1:ts . 

CO~Ter Ho. a t: 4. I doubt :1.1' ULis J~eVl Yo:"lr u. paid type if: as 
scarce as 1 '~ !'t6U5ht It lias a clocada a.~o . 1iei the,:" one t.he 3trikes 
nre very p1ni1:A , honce I 'Holld price t'J.J e at ':G~OO '1:;0 ',.7 . 50 I),ch. 
POi" ~e.rder f 3 !lane .. ~ t~ n. _lO~' 11 very ] i i;t 1e if ~ -.I thinL to mo tl K1 I 1>e-
11ovo th t "lor'r i' collA ,toi-s ~) y A.l Y ntte~ tinn '; () them. I do nut 
I ecall a s inc1e jllst8.I.ce 'her'e such [I. l'lUrkine ndded an-' -hlLt~ to tho 
valuo of a cov~r. 

Covor 5 . 6 ray L ... ttcr , t 'lat is, not 1'ocoi'1ou. 5.n sp.uled 
bags £1'011 th oast, l)'Ilt- pic_,:oa. " .. p €!nr ut a n \ ay I",att .... ::. .. - As far as 
I um u arc ~ the 1"'..a,1"k1ng was ap lied t the b.F •• J., Dut i" mieht 
have b ... en applied by pursel" (01'" pursers) on a ma .1- Lhip, (or ships). 
no . 6 is a sil"gla, and 1 o. f. is a triple, tr...ut 1..>, L __ e 'S'0 anship ra.te 
of 10 II in the five f'ifties. In all l)1'obability both " re pi<:ltea. up 
y a • G. Jail shi"O anZ>Otl);6, via Havana. to AspinIH'tll. You w: 11 1~ecal1 

that the single rate from the east to California :in l85? Y19.S 10¢. On a 
11 AY" 1 ttel' thc-'e ,Qs no premium. 

Co e~ 110. '7 - Thi. 1 e, YOl"'k T!le -king i \ph t we Cf: 11 the 
"Inter edin e •• coan ~il r :i.TlglI - I eo~ e ..,lJ!l€S refer to it lIS the 
Ble.ke typ~, because • C. Blake 1as the first (to my 1:11.0 '!ledge) to 
class it a a reGUlar Ii . Y. "Ocean .! 11 IU ~kingn - lIe gave :1 t the nanJa 
a he "Intermediate" beca.use it Cal e bet een the flf Sot type" (see 
FiB. 50E - shbrook Vol. 2 wafe 246 - also Fir. 50D - on page 245 - the 
mm:tkinc;s ~th nOct 14" am Ja'1 9 ft

) 1.d the reBU.lar (1804) type -
the In tte:i." the one 1. th tha . all grid - F1t;'. fjOH - pace 248 (HB ':1~11 
as nu ~!'ous oth r illustrations .) It is nev.'s to me that tl is typl.~ of 
grid is rnre , perhaps a o:.e pl"opel~ atat~ ,ant woulG. be that the use of 





H. W. STARK & COMPANY 
BOX 2BB 

ANN ARB 0 R. M I CHI G A N 

AUB. 21, 1949. 

Dear ~tan, 

Enclosed find your check. Guess we got 
mixed up in the numbers. I also took No. 81B for 
the missing ~17.50. 

I am enclosing a cover which possibly 
could be a "Via Nicaragua" without the conventional 
hand-stamp. I base my hunch on the San Francisco 
conner card. You can check the New York post office 
date for possible confir~atlon. Let me know what 
you think of it. 

The weather is cool and fine now. Just 
wha t I like. rlu tch and .B'red are away on their trips 
now. Havent seen Shierson since the pirty. 

More next time. Best of wis~es. 



.. 

,Jr . n rold 'I . star}::, 
P . o. Box 208 , 

Ann robo ", 1 ich. 

Dear Ha:."old: 

sept . 1 , 1 949 . 

Thnnrs for rotu11 n of. checlc for ~p17 . !)O for the 
Krug f/fJJJ3 . 30 fnr , this i tho only error I huve made on the 
collcctiol1. That cover m.:1 missing Lut I he. no record of 
what becru:1c of 1t . 

xICl"'owlth I am l'leturninr: the cover with the S . P . cornOl" 
C I'd n d tho pair of the 3¢ 1851. I regrot to stat~ thnt I havo 
no dof'initc datn on a deposit of Cal 'ol'nin mail on "Sep 28 . If 

.~ 

'l'here '. J e tl.o Indopendent 1line anilings fro. S . F. on Sop . 1 , 18!J4 . 
In 1852 the "Via 111 mnJ.l ms deposited on !lOct . 3" - in 18.)3, on 
"Sep 25" - no record for 1~3r;4, but I doubt if fl. "Via nil tri p took 
27 days in ..... cptombcl' 1854. It is porw1blc that; this l otter 'ms 
curried pl'ivatoly by n pas~Jen5er and nailod lpon R!"'l'ival at Uew 
Yor . The tvo "Independent r ... ine" sailings f'ror'l ~ . F . on Sop. 1 , 1854 -
1; ere as follows: 

"S . S . Pacific" of the Vanue::bilt Line 
"B . u . Uncle samll o~ the Independent Line . 

As stated above I have no 'eco-rd of the date that tho Pacific ' s luil 
ms dopo' ited ... ut it '/ s hqrdly as lute as Sop . 28th. Hail by the 
'Uncle So. II 'lilant via i>nna!1lu U1 d v.a. deposited at ~0· York on 

Sep_ 27 I 1854 . 

I bolieve that this letter cnt by one ci' the above s'u.pu 
but the:."o is no evidence 0.0 to vhich ono c :"ricrl i - . 

\,'ith .L'ee rcls -



"1'. Donald HacGragor, 
1602 Houstonia Avo., 

Royal Oak, Mich. 

Dear Don: 

lIerewith I ftm returning the 40f: l~at e cover to naples, 
(Ue,? York, l'ogistored Oct. 20, 18 6), also tho photostat copies 
of the Postnl TrGuty ith Italy, signed "ny-June 1866. If Harcld 
has a P.l~.G. report of! 1866, he lil1 find a copy of this tr-mty. 
Whether' a 20 I rate fixed1.n' this tl~eaty applied to the IIKingdom 
of laples," I do no":; knoil. 

of foreign postages, "corrected 
listlne is given fol'" tho 

"Vin P!''llcsion Closod _If til pc,r 1; oz. - 30¢ 
Vin ronch !nil p~r { o!~. ~~l¢' pnr J.3 oz. - 42!t 
By BreI:1~n and nanbuI~g ~Wai2. per -n- oz. - 22¢ 

It i quit cCl'tain th~t this lottol" 'cnt n~ Prusnian Closed .nll." 
Th n A ,CHEN" _ nrkins is proof. Tho stutes 'conprisirig "ftaly" are 
li.t a a - SardL~lnn States 

LOr.l.bnrdy 
l:odena 
Pa.r 
Tuscany 
Roman Stat s 
T "'0 81c111e8 

You < 111 note thnt the KingdoI.1 of 1: p10s 1s not included. Further, 
nlthou.eh the flIt ly" treaty ms iened in 1866, I cannot find any 
list1nB of a 20¢ rate to any of the Italian States as of Jan. 1. 1067. 

The rate to Prussia as of thnt date was ~SO ~ unpaid and 2U¢, 
prepaid, 80 I erious1y doubt ii' there w s a cheaper rate via of 
t t route to nplos. 

The rate to Sw1tzerland (J n. 1, 1067) "Via Pruspip.ll Closed 
11" t'as 33¢' prep 1d or .55¢ un_ ide You 1111 note that the letter 

lent thru S 1tzol'lnnd, h nee tho rate tlst have beon creater to 
plese Perhnp the 30¢ quote to ap1cs :mo rl roly to J achen with 

the balance of th routE) II due." Perhaps thi!. pay .. ont of 40¢' repre
sented the rate above 28¢ pre ld to Aachen. In this a~ 0 could 
account for tle 18~ credIt - that ls, 7¢ tho regulnr Prussinn credit 
plus ll¢' to I pl s 0 the frontl~H" of the Kingdo • 

To SUL1 up - (1) I do not believe that this 1s Q double 20¢' 



#2 . or . Donald nCGree;Ol'. Sept . 29 . 1949 . 

rate as set :'orth in tho tr .. aty. (2) I do not believe that tho 
lOyt repre.,ented tho registrat:lon J. oa (3) I do not believe the 
registration fee as paid by sta.1l1ps hnd i'uI'thormoro I do not 
b.11 ve tlmt Inples as entitled to nny part of the regiotrnt~on 
fee. 

I cannot find any record of a postal treaty with 
naples . y not i1l"1to \Iashingtor nnc1 inquire if e had aT!: 
postal treaty or postal arranecmont \71 th that Kingdon. 

I think t in COVCll" is n nice s:tudy and that it lOuld 
be nicv to Bot the facts re ar(ine· it . 

I . sending copy of thif' letter to Harold. 

lith regards -

Cordially yours, 



Moe Gregor 
cnd 

~~~COmp(1ny 

MR. STANLEY B. ASHBROOK 
33 N. FORT THOMAS AVENUE 
FORT THOMAS, KENTUCKY 

OEAR STAN; 

NOVEMBER 2, 1949 

I HAVE BEEN QUITE BUSY AND ALSO HAVE BEEN GOING OVER TO CANADA 
EVERY WEEK-END SO HAVE NEGLECTED TO ANSWER YOUR LETTER OF SEPT 29TH 
ABOUT MY COVER TO ITALY. 

YOU MAKE A POINT THAT THE KINGDOM OF NAPLES IS NOT INCLUDED IN 
ITALY IN THE TABLE OF POSTAGES OF JAN I, 1867. THAT MAY BE - I HAVE 

NOT HAD THE OPPORTUNITY TO STUDY UP ON ITALIAN HISTORY OF THAT PERIOD. 
HOWEVER THE COVER IS ADDRESSED NOT TO THE KINGDOM OF NAPLES BUT TO 
NAPLES, ITALY AND POSSIBLY THE POSTAL CLERK THOUGHT NAPLES WAS 
INCLUDED IN THE ITALIAN RATE. 

THE ARGUMENT THAT A LOWER RATE WOULO NOT BE SET FOR ITALY WHICH 
WAS A GREATER DISTANCE THAN PRUSSIA OR SWITZERLAND WOULD APPLY TO 
THE OTHER ITALIAN STATES EVEN IF NAPLES WAS NOT INCLUDED. THE TREATY 
D~ES DEFINITELY SET A RATE OF 20t AND MAKES NO MENTION THAT THE 
LETTER MUST TAKE A CERTAIN ROUTE TO COME UNDER THAT RATE. 

WHAT WAS THE PURPOSE OR SENSE OF THE TREATY IF IT DID NOT MEAN 
WHAT IT CLEARLY STATES? 

1 AGREE THAT THE REGISTRATION FEE WAS PAID IN CASH AND THAT 
THE FEE WAS lOt AS PROVIDED BY THE TREATY. 

You PERHAPS NOTED THAT ARTICLE 14 SETS UP A DIFFERENT 
ARRANGEMENT THAN WE HAD WITH ENGLAND OR GERMANY: 

"~RTICLE 14: IN ORDER TO SIMPLIFY POSTAL ACCOUNTS BETWEE~ THE 
DEPARTMENTS AS MUCH AS POSSIBLE, AND TO PREPARE THE WAY FOR THEIR 
ULTIMATE ABOLITION, EACH POST DEPARTMENT SHALL RETAIN TO ITS OWN 
USE ALL THE POSTAL RATES AND CHARGES WHICH IT SHALL COLLECT, WHETHER 
BY VIRTUE OF PREPAYMENT OR POST PAYMENT, AND EACH DEPARTMENT SHALL 
PAY THE COST OF CONVEYANCE OF THE MAILS WHICH IT DESPATCHES AS FAR 
AS THE FRONTIER OF THE COUNTRY OF DESTINATION. IT IS ALSO ESPECIALLY 
PROVIDED THAT THE COST OF INTERMEDIATE OCEAN AND LAND CONVEYANCE OF' 

~~-- - ~--- -----

.~ 



(2) 

A4ocGregor-------------------------------
ond ILLUSTI2.ATI~~ C.OMMEQ.CIAL ·PHOTOGI2APHY 

~L ........ ~-~~COmp(lny F Jl '\ . 1'" ~ } 2126 GQAND RIVER AVENUE 

J 
"- L/ DETROIT 1, MICMIGAN 

THE CLOSED MAILS SHALL BE FIRST DEFRAYED BY THAT ONE OF THE TWO 
DEPARTMENTS WHICH SHALL HAVE OBTAINED FROM THE INTERMEDIARIES THE 
MOST FAVORABLE PECUNIARY CONDITIONS OF SUCH CONVEYANCE AND ANY 
AMOUNT SO PAID BY ONE DEPARTMENT FOR ACCOUNT OF THE OTHER SHALL BE 
REIMBURSEO." 

IT WOULD SEEM THAT FROM THE ABOVE EACH COUNTRY AGREED TO 
FORWARD THE MAIL TO THE FRONTIER OF THE OTHER COUNTRY AT NO EXPENSE 
TO THE LATTER. 

,. ARTICLE 15: IT IS DISTINCTLY AGREED THAT ALL MAILABLE ARTICLES 
ADDRESSED FROM ONE COUNTRY TO THE OTHER SHALL BE EXEMPT IN THE CQUNTRY 
OF DESTINATION FROM ANY RATE OR FEE WHATEVER BEYOND THE CHARGES 
ESTABLISHED BY THIS CONVENTION. ~ 

THIS ARTICLE SEEMS TO CLEARLY STATE THAT THE POSTAGE SHALL BE 
AS AGREED -20t- AND NO OTHER CHARGES SHALL BE MADE. 

"ARTICLE 12: OF THE COMBINED RATE OF INTERNATIONAL LETTER 
POSTAGE HEREBY ESTABLISHED, THREE CENTS REPRESENTS THE INTERIOR 
SINGLE RATE OF THE UNITED STATES, AND FIFTEEN CENTIMES THE INTERIOR 
SINGLE RATE OF ITALY; THE REMAINDER OF THE COMBINED RATE IS ASSIGNED 
TO THE PAYMENT OF THE COST OF SEA CONVEYANCE AND OF INTERMEDIATE 
TRANSIT BY WHATEVER ROUTE THE MAILS MAY BE CONVEYED.~ 

THIS ARTICLE SEEMS SIGNIFICANT ESPECIALLY THE STATEMENT WHICH 
FOLLOWS THE SEMICOLOR AND MORE ESPECIALLY "WHATEVER ROUTE THE MAILS 
MAY BE CONVEYED-. 

THE ONLY QUESTION I CAN SEE REGARDING THIS COVER IS WHETHER 
NAPLES CAME UNDER THIS TREATY. CERTAINLY A 20t RATE APPLIED TO 
THE OTHER ITALIAN STATES AND AS PREVIOUSLY STATED PERHAPS THE POST
OFFICE CLERK ASSUMED IT APPLIED TO NAPLES ALSO. 

PERHAPS THIS RATE WAS IN EFFECT ONLY FROM JUNE 14, 1866 UNTIL 
0ANUARY I, 1867 - THE DATE OF YOUR OFFICIAL TABLE. PERHAPS THE 
DISCREPANCY OF A LOWER RATE TO ITALY THAN TO GERMANY WAS DISCOVERED 
AND CORRECTED AS SOON AS POSSIBLE. THAT WOULD BE A RARE RATE 
- ONLY IN EFFECT SIX MONTHS IF THAT WERE THE FACT. 

.~ 



(3) 

Moe Gregor 
and 

~~~Compony 

IF I GET A CHANCE SOON I WILL GO OVER TO THE LIBRARY AND 
BRUSH UP ON ITALIAN HISTORY. THE COVER SEEMS TO BE O.K. - NO 
STAMPS MISSING OR ROOM FOR MORE STAMPS. THE MARKINGS ARE IN 
ORDER AND A DOUBLE RATE ON A REGISTERED LETTER IS QUITE CUSTOMARY. 
IT AGREES WITH THE RATE SET IN THE POSTAL CONVENTION IN EFFECT 
AT THE TIME IT WAS MAILED - AND I THINK IT IS A GRANO COVER TO 
ARGUE ABOUT FOR I ,JUST LOVE ARGUMENTS. 

Now YOU TELL ME WHERE I AM WRONG. 

YOURS VERY TRULY 

P.s. 00 I SOUND LIKE UNCLE IKE IN THE ABOVE LETTER? 





Moe Gregor 
and ILLUST~ATIVE • C.OMMEC?CIAL .PHOTOGI2.APHY 

~~~Compony~~~~~~ 

MR. STANLEY 8. ASHBROOK 
33 N. FORT THOMAS AVENUE 
FORT THOMAS, KENTUCKY 

DEAR STAN; 

2126 61lANO RIVEe AVENUe 
OETIl.OIT I, MICHIGAN 

DECEMBER 8, 1949 

IN REPLY TO YOURS OF NOVEMBER 23RD, THE 1866 GUIDE LISTS THE 

40t RATE FOR SEVERAL OF THE ITALIAN STATES BUT NOT FOR NAPLES 

(TWO SICILIES) ~THE ROMAN STATES. THE RATE TO THOSE LOCALITIES 

HOWEVER, THAT IS BESIDE THE POINT AS I SEE IT. 

THE GUIDE IS DATED MARCH I, 1866 WHILE THE POSTAL CONVENTION 

SIGNED WITH ITALY WAS SIGNED AND MADE EFFECTIVE JUNE 14, 1866. 

THE COVER THEN WOULD COME UNDER THE TERMES OF THAT POSTAL CONVENTION 

AS IT IS DATED OCTOBER 20, 1866. 

FOR FURTHER PROOF OF THE ABOVE CONSIDER THAT IN THE GUIDE THE 

ONLY COUNTRIES TO WHICH WE COULD SEND A REGISTERED LETTER WERE 

GREAT 8RITAN, GERMANY AND CANADA WHILE THE POSTAL C€>NVENTION SETS 

UP AN AGREEMENT TO HANDLE REGISTERED LETTERS TO ITALY. My COVER IS 

REGISTERED - THUS IT MUST HAVE BEEN RATED ACCORDING TO TH~ POSTAL 

CONVENTION (20t PER ~ oz) AND NOT IN LINE WITH THE RATE IN THE GUIDE. 

YOURS VERY !RULY, 



Dec . 17, 1949. 

11"' • 0 ld cGragoI' , 
2126 Grnnd River :vo . , 

D troit 1 , 1lich. 

D r DOll: 

o - yours of the 8th and your l"oBintore COV01~ to 
pl s in Oct . 1866 vl1th n pay :101 t 0.1. 0 !. I road over the 

treaty fie in and I nerco ith you on tho oolution o£ thl 
rat . ~l e letter 'Was undoubtc l y torrl rded un or tho Jet', 
of th t tront , z ., double 20¢' per :;i ounce "1ith tho 
reg! t d ~e p ld in c 81 . 

to bo f Orrl l1'dod 
d th t 0 eh cou try 

1'e po~ts I did not 

The p neil d £1 U"es on th cover 0.1"0 not crodit 
arkingo and th1. cxpl ins y the 20~! p r ~ o'1.1rtc,e rate :1as 

loss t lnn the 28~ per -.,; ounce rate to russi . 

~oll , lead 9. lot of unt figUl, ing this one out but 
at last we surely havo tho prop~r solut5 on . 

thL 
ve se rc .over b c use 

10rry Xr. ao to the : ·neGr gors . 

C di 11'1 your , 

t 
wcmde if' tho 

, l8G7? 
o ly i 







r. Thomas • Parks, 
3556 - 79th St., 

;Van Dyk Ma-:: Brid . 
71.s. u' '1 1 Str t 
1 <.; ~ k: 2, • J. 

~ te ber 26th, 1949. 

J ckson Heights, N. Y. 

Dear Tom: 

I a perfectly delighted with the swell job tou 
have done on Brother Lim1! Such things take u lot of time and 
trouble and you wlght ell as.tc yourself "why bother'?", - but if it 
is orth do ng for the good of the gal-Ie, I think it is worth what 
it costs. 

greatly ad ired your factual presentation as it 
appeared in the carbon copies which you sent me. I am especially 
glad that you succeeded in ocating the newspaper stories on the 
sentence of Ilbury to jail for defraudin the Govern ent, - as of 
course that definitely establishes hls type and .character . 

Y u remember of r~our~e that he aiJpl,l.ed for ruember
shl.) in the C.S •• in 1946, but fol.LOW ng my correspondence with 
him he v.ithdre his 8eplication. That corres.t-'ondence iLlC uded an 
apology for the Confederate chapter of hIs book, but although he 
offered to do anything that "might enable me t undue the harm" 
.hlch it caused, - be never did anything further about it. I sup
pose thi:lt his subse uent trl.al and rison sentence gave him more 
things to think aoout ! 

As for Linrl, - he referred to' the matt r in an 
article on page 14 of the issue of his apeX' ated AvriL 28, 1947. 
After quoting suest ntially all of the "errata" sheet, which I had 
;ri tten and sent to ahln,an, and which Ohlman sUDsec;uently enclosed 
n each copy of "What Price Philatelytl 'hich he solc., - he con

tinued to offer the boo therein at 1.50, and added an "Editor's 
Note" . That as pract ca ly an a ologia for the book, and then he 
made the silly remark that our state ent tha no known Jlates of 



- 2 -

~ Confederates are in eXistence,.a i correct. To substantiate this 
" 1 he said that "a piece of a plate of nin~ st ps is in an Ohi mu

seum and that his "0 n files hold a electroty e of this late". 
Of course, " n~ne sta ps" 0 n t m e u. a ate, - rtic ar y 
when this iece is ~rt of the De LaRue "Te Cents" ty ographed 
late hich: as altered from their" iv Cents" plate, from hieh 

no sheets were ever offici 11y rinted, a.nd bich st as never 
act ally issue ... ! I am supplying this infor&lution to you no for I 
feel quite cert in th t Linn wi 1 come ac_ t you on this" 1 ten 
mattert 

If you still feel i-e battling nr further, sh 
you would go after him n his unfair current ~tt cks on the A.r •• , 
tying it in th the 1o.rge s les he O<::l.sts of h"ving mc:.ode or this 
n hat Price Ph l~telyn book at the same time he as crit cizing the 
Wuy the .P.S. is conducted. As you kno , I cal ed this to the at
te.tion of the ne resident of the .? ., but in a etter from him 
today he ta es the entirely pro.er stanc th t 1t .robaoly ould be 
b~tter for the SOCiety to officially ignore these attac s. He oes 
hope hO'''ever, that so e individual loul ta e the m tter UiJ i th 
Linn and perha 5 you can do this 1n the course of your ureselt c .-
paign. . 

I gues peo Ie ill begin to reco ize the fact that 
'hen they step on the toe of a C0nfeaelate collector, they are renlly 

"in for it"! I a sending <.A co y of this letter to Stan ey Ashbroo , 
so that he may be further advl-ed in the .hole matter. y best! 

Sincerely, 

tacB/HK 



~ 
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THOMAS PARKS 

3556 79TH STREET 

JACKSON Hi:IGhTS, N. Y. 

?fr~~' ~ ~~~~ 

'~ 



"" ~ Sept.23,1949. 
~ 

Dear • Linn a 
.~ 

Thank you for your 1 tt ,of September 2nd. 

ong nth th tory about Cant ar te philately in ',hat Prio 
ply t :t t uthor allegedly repudi ted it, th ditor 

r f rred to on 84 (par.1) alleged17 rep'.idi ted it, ax Ohlman, ho 
tr.1ed to ell tho book in 1947, repudiat d 1t in th ttached ins rt hioh 
he gave to v :rybody ho bough;t. .copy rom bim. 

Yo y that you oould write a a1 lar tory'? . 11, 0 oould the bright bOT 
who wro'- the S t. .Post story about d Sper t1 - t could 1ther of yoo 
prove y of it? 

If you 0 prov th asa "io on ge 83, (par.2), that I in th gen ral 
i s es of 1861-62 and rangin fro (Scott's) No.200 to 0.213, it ~s an 
est blish d f et that great quanti tie of t ese haven reprint d t.r 
origlnal plat s that strangely lett th South near th end of the Civil War, 

r.Augu t Dietz, of Ri and, will b very glad to hear £r you. He has 
p nt lifet1 look.ing fer thea "original pl tea". 

If you can prov th Bta e ent on p ge 83, (par.l) The chances of the collec
tor picking up r ally unquestionable Con! derate aterials r rote enough 
to lnake it hardly' worthwh,ile a consider tioD for sound inv t ent,t1 I think 
that .St nl shbrook, P e i 'ant of the Confeder te St p Alli DC , would 

e glad to hear ir '70. His coll ct10n is valued at n press! e figure. 

1 thinl uch auotion rs s Rob rt L urenc ,John . o,and others, would 
b int rested in knowing that heiT Cont derata Uli:i10 tarisl, which fre-
"ently. brings in thousands of dollar in individual 81 ,i· bo s -- if' 

yo can prov it. . 

In vie of lOur inc re oncern for the eltare ot th philatelic fraternity 
I you do not wish to kno1t'in ly sell your eu to rs info tion 6 
allegedljr phony s th t P it pr t nds to d ocri • You will no doubt sh 
to se d, to all p reo ho hav bought t 8 book fro 1'00., reprint ot: 
o 's odificatioD. A cop,r of it is encloa d tor your guidanoe. 

Sine rely, 



A .0 T E 

REGARDING THE CHAPrER AND arHER REFERENCES TO 

CONFEDERATES in the book 

WHAT PRICE PHILATELY, by C .Ellis Kilbury 

.. _--_ .. -...... 

A group of ll-kno students of Confederate st8flPS; covers and 
postal histor,' has strongl1' objected to ch ot the con nts t the 
ch pt r ntitl d "The Old Confederate Racket" in this book (~ge 82) 

d to certain aisleo.ding tate ents and opinions theein whiC! are 
repeated 1 etdler in the book. While conoeding that numerous and 
dangerous counterteit and take Confeder te stamps and covers exist, 
it is pointed t that ev ry known one has been gi n tun JQblioit7; 
th t they are illustr ted and described in many' well-known referenoe 
works; that doubttul. examples mq be submitted to the examiners ot 
th tional philatelic soci ties and to many specialists and experDl, 
and that the collector ot today has onlT himself to blame is he does not 
turn to these now readilT available sources or information botDre 0 -
llitting hlllselt to the expeliditUlt of any substantial BUll. The state-

nt is de that the "chances ot the collector picking up r ally' WJqu •• -
tionable Confederate M terials (sic) are remote enough to ake it hardly 
worthwhll a consideration tor sound investment~ That statement is 
considered to b ntirel1' untru by the steadUy gro ing n her ot 
collectors who h.a fonnd it no more difficult to acquire genuine Con-
t d rates than any o~ the other old "classics", and who have tound 
them to be v r.v ound investment indeed. The m&n1 references to 
"act original 1 t sit being in the hands of improper persollS tod.q, 

e wholly on au as it i po ted out that not a sing1 origlnal 
Cant derat pI e is known to be in existence tqdq. 

There are many other s t tements wbioh appear to be un up~rtable 
b7 evidenc and the entire tone of the chapter is such as to cast an 
un! :yorable and un! ir light on Confederate collecting. This is deemed 
unfortunate, as the obj ct of the author was doubtless exe llent, and 
proper checking d reterene to the uthorities in thi tield prior to 
publication would have quickly produced the truths of the situation 
end eliminated the harmtul and oareless un rutbs wbich now 
appear th r in. 

The intor tion in this Not It h s been supplied by 0 of the 
group ot cont der to stllde t reterred to bove, and is pu lished here 
in th thought that readers of PRICE PHILATELY shollld be aware thereof'. 

OHLMAN GALLERIES 

.ObI an, Pro etor 

.~ 



THE PHILADELPHIA INQUIRER 

PHILAIELPHIA 1 

September 20, 1949. 

In our p r or AprU 9, 1947 we aerried 
story of the sentence of Charles E.M11bary', 

the last tory w carried on the subject. On 
F bruary 25 of th t year, we carried a story 
indic ting that Charles E.M11bury was tound 
guilty in conap1r ay to defraud the Govern-

nt ot war b1p-r pairing contracts tr 
February' through June 1944. 

Very truly yours, 

( gd) E.Gaynor 
Editor 

"WHAT DO YOU ANt TO KN 1" COLm 



. 1r. Thonna Pl- rks, 
3556 - 79th St., 

Jac~s n ne~5htn, 1.Y. 

Dear lor. Parks: 

oct. 3, 1949 • 

Kindly p rdon the delay in :. ... eplying to your of the 
26th which I have read with ouch int rest. I also have n 
copy of EacB1.'ide' s letter' to you of the 26th, 1hich he \": a'" 
kind enough to send mo. 

I have never een a copy of thE: Look, "\1hat Price 
Philately" but I recall that u:acBr!de \irote m about 1t ,hen 
the book first npp arad. It is ost unfortunate that publisher 
and edltors go ahead and publish cooks and nrticles by sensa
tion seeking writers with little, if any, r.ctual knm lodge of 
philately. As far as George Linn 10 conc".rned I think that 
George is "nuts" - pl."tobnbly in his aotage. I have known hi. 
pCl"'sona11y -r:or-some 32 ~rears. as I flrst met h1Ju in Cincinnati 
in 1917 at a p rty given by the old Cincinnati Philatelic Society. 
I run subscriber to h:tS 'eakly publication and occasionally 
l"end his editorials. So~ e are so silly that I think they are 
proof posit'tve that GeOJ·ge is "nuts.:t 

In this vocation that 'JO call philately, we h.ave, and 
vta have always had, a lot of :lnuts" - II cl.'o.ckpots II - "fly-by
night3" and tlown right crooIts, fakers, and morons. I suppose 
thut pests of that c'escr:J_ption will 01 ays infest OUi" beloved 
philately. One can waste a lot of t~ e rguing with such people 
and one can <"pend a lot of time trying to undo tho harm that 
they ncco:r.1pllsh. 

I bolieve that if a.'tlyOl • who had fU! inulLT'lution to 
collect the strunps of tho Lost (tuse and l.\~ influol1cod otherwise 
by readin6 the !,ilbury book, or George Linn's editorials, that 
they \"/ould '"'urely possess so s all ntl0unt of bl"l1i s th£t; thoro 
~dasart10n would never be of any importanc~. 

On rare ocr-as ions I am in accord with v1mlS expressed 
by George L1nn. For o:mmple, n recent r ,fepenco that he made 
to the JI..P.S., qnote: 

"Let it be understood that we have been a member of 
the APS for nearly fifty yo·trs and \7e have seen but few '7orth
while accompllshments. tl 

To my mind that is s tnt ina; the cas 0 very lJlildly. 

With kindest rOBnrds - Cord:l.ally yours, 
Copy to 
Van Dyk MacBride. 



Leo j. Shaughnessy 
zOl Resebttd A"e. 



r. Ileo J. Sha.ue;lmessy, 
Pleasanton, Texns . 

Dear Lao: 

Oct. 3, 1949. 

In reply to yours of .the 25th. Phil Il"rd v"rotc 
me recently requeLting aome dnta on .Tuly 1, 1851 uses of the 
l¢' und 3i 1851 for use in his tuekeo1' s column. In replY', I 
1nfor~ ed hi thnt there 'i' re prob 1)ly a dozen 3¢ covers 
in collect ions thrnou I; the countl·Y. I did not 81 ve him any 
further datu . lle doubt he ill havo sOl'lething on the suojoct 
at an early date . 

The following is from tho <lata in my files and you 
have my parmis .. ion to use it i any 1 Hnner that you dcsil'c. 
In all probabilit.y there is SOIYI.e du.pJ.icfttion. 

Ch Be - I illustrated this in my One Cent Book. I don't 
t,;hora the cover is' today. It loinS fro! Boston to \ ling, 

Va. Stanp in upper left corner. 

(2) R1cheZ - I "old this for him but I cannot 1'ac 11 to who I sold 
it. - RICh~y To 1\Y'{';lj To pLlin7JP"Yj. 
(3) Tracy • S1n~8on - This wns listed originally in my records 
as belong'In rr to \~. stanton - "From. Cincinnati 3 PAID" 

(7) /. .J. Aull - rom Unrtf'o!'d, Conn. lith a co J' of 31LD: -
Probably same cover as Ho . 5. 

';;;';";~~~~~';';";;JJ-- Pro"" e 'J York City, to Per,co Dala, ~.I. 
a Kelleher s 1e of Jan. 30, 1943. 

(9) 0. circulur letter;dated 
July 

t - This ns in tho {o tale - in 1943 - Lot 344 -
~~~~to Elkton, d. 

(11) A.R.Davis - F 0 Grafton, Ill. on Juno 19, 1851 to low Bedford 
lass . - 0 ard d on July 1st to Boston - has 3¢ 1851 O.B. pen 
cane led but not tied. 

(12) G.~. lCCabe - of Troy Pa. - This f'rol Chicago - He l'epOl~ted 









.::..... lCC!l .1 <- eeo~, 
34 S n( r J e. II 

deC700d 5, R. ! . 

Dear :' . Saeger: 

Youro of the 5th received and I \lish to than. you 
for ';;he oop:; 0.. your article . I ;D.l pl. co t is in my files 
ror fu. "-1'0 refero:rlc and if I develope any videnco, one ·m.ry 
or the otheL", I 1ill advi ou. Inasmuch as :0 hp,ve .)0 
l-Lttle 8.1; p1'erent I thill1~ it is bO'rot not t) publish the 
article and ~ei e tl 1uestion. 

HeroVli tl'l your tHO cove:."s . F1'''8 t ro ~al"'djng the 
rr~O~" . I newer saw thJ.8 l'lEL.'k:lnC before and I have no ldea 
v/he e it 'a< np. lied. The IfJtt r is routed ".Per Stoane~(''' iVith 

no shi..L11ne paid in England, both il1cl1cnti:l:1B the lettor ':as 
carr 'Jd b a Cun~rd shlp - Brl.tif3h Puqkot . In 1845, th. Line 
ended nt BO-.cton - and the rate of "20'6''' fro Bo~ton to Phila
delphia \ au1 be O. K. (lSn. pI f3 2) . I doubt 1f Boston evel" 
used a blue il 1845, but such could hav boen possible 1"01" a 
short space of time. 

rx'he Bo,ton crowd are !">reparing a book on Boston postal 
mark!..". ..., so I am ta 1n~ the liberty of se ldmB t}1:ts covol' to 

., )ood ~l"io _d Maurice C. Blal-:e of rookline, with the l~equost 
t.hat he for, aL'd it to yot! .• 

The cov.1' 0 'IS that it 71lS 1'l1nced in the re£,'"ll.lflI' 
ail' in London, so it auld hf~dly have .oe sont by priva e 

ship. Bo. to!l usod ~ c:L cuI r po !'i: i th tlSl'!.:J.p" . nd date on 
Cunard a:Ll nt this ppriod 80 it S 0 S 1'< th r ir. probable that 
thi8 .ork· B la' applied there . 

He - the "34. " This' :u. vidontly a "re !l.a.11!ltory rate" 
cover - by Britis shin into I " Orleans . F01'l exar!plo , fL¢' pluB 
U. S . posta e of lO~. ~Had t11 eon car:'ied into li . O. by an 
American Pac' t or n1' other foreicn ship the l"pte 10uld have 
bee lO¢'.., lus 2~. 

The U. S . -British treaty ms s:1.. ed f11'lst' at London on 
Dec . 15 , 1848. After that date , U. S . ~ail lllto Britain as 
treated L~ accordance ith the tr sty. s Boon ns ord rGac~ed 
Amel"ica that the treuty had been signed the l"etaliabory ra~c 

as disco tin ed in this oount17. I judge that uas about l an. I , 
1849. I have soon inco. ing lett l"S (to the n.5 . ) rated a "sh:l.p 



,:'2 . 1r. Eugene Juegor , Juno 0 , 19t19. 

letters" vory eal~ly in January. Yo 1. Ul'e ;:i..~onG Hbout the tl"'(')uty 
rates going into effect on tTuly 1 , 1849 . That erX'or flS been 
repeated over and ovor . I \/oncl(H' 'rho started it . Tho fact 1s 
the treaty went into effect about tho Lliddle of: Il'abl"'unry. I have 
Fe"br-uary covers sho dnG." uhip" rat ine; and within a fe\1 days - 'che 
new treaty ~atines . 

Aga.in ro - YOU1' cover . If a letter nas cA.l'l"'ied into an 
Amer'_can port. by' (1 BJ:'itish hbip did 1 t !.!!.uke any differonce 'liha-ther 
it had prOViOllSly been pa.id or not? I do ?lOt "ecall any provision 
hereby the Retaliatop Rate applied only to prepaid British ~ ail . 

·¥11.th Mindest regards -

Cordially yo u·s, 

Enolosed: 
rtS'hipll - "34" - fr Jnlapa (i .. OXico <? 

001-' Gua tar ml a ? 

P. s . -- ~~.e 1rlting the n ·~o I fina thnt I havo rocords of tuo 
retaliatory crn or. into 1 eo; Orlenns \"lith t ... " OnrlO "Ship" p.nd "34. " 
Both have IT . O. post rks . One f1"O 1 Havnna , tho other fro VOj."'U 
Cruz . Both 0:10Vl pI'opa1d British pacl-::e'c r.uwk:LYlgn . 

S. B. A. 



.r 

Maurice G. Blake, 
11 l~nson st . , 

Brookline , !·ass . 

Dear El'. Blake: 

Juno 8 , 1949 • 

, I am enclosing Lerewith a cover thnt belongs to 
1:1'. !~Ilgono Jaec;er of Edge wod, R. I . After you examine it 
till you be so kind as to f'orw u~d it to Hr . Jaegcl"> in the 
enclosed staoped envelo . • 

I am s n<1:\ng it to you for this r<;H. .. Oll - Co ,ld this 
"20~" be a Boston marking? Of course, I never SR'lji the use of 
bIlio n t Bo ton or H Ioston ship lettor rated I1thout a postmark 
(on Hlail fro. :11"..r,llu d) . 

This cover or1ginm;ed at Libndon Rnd Has placed in the regular 
ail and !laid a shilling. Hence it; ll'illst have been sent by Gunard 

ship nd the GunfU'd Line t s te:!?rdnus In 1845 was Bo'''con . To Philo. 
from Boston. the rate of 20: woulet have been cC)l"rect . hhllt is 
your guess? P0.rhllps the sh:'lp p\ t .Lnto a Baine porlj a.l1d it vms 
sent fron thore - due to bad ···cn.thcr in .:!al'ch - I never Sa\1 this 
\I20~11 beforo. 

I don't recall the dtEtnncc from P01"·-lana., '!iaine to 
Philadelphia . Porhaps 0 r 400 ,iles? 

• i th regards -

Sincerel" yours, 

" 



, 
A study of weights as they affect rates of mail between 
the U. S. and FRANCE during the Pre-Treaty and more 
especially during the Treaty Period beginning April 1, 1857 

By r=:L/,e~ e 0De4s ..... 
The pre-Treat! weight basis for single rate letters was 1/2 oz.~ 

in the U. S. and 72 grammes in France. 
The Treaty of 1857 established new and complete rates as follows: 

n80 centimes per 7~ grammes in France and 15 cents per 1/4 oz. in the U. S." 
and fixed the permanent rate of exchange at which accounts were to be 
periodically settled at 5 Francs 30 centimes for the U. S. Dollar. 

At this rate 1 Franc equalled 18.868 cents and 80 centimes equalled 
15.09 cents. 

However, in the matter of weight comparison we are confronted with 
an inequality which was decidedly to the disadvantage of mailers in the 
U. S. 

Inasmuch as: 1 oz. = 28.35 grammes 
1/4" :: 7.09 " 

0.265" - 7t " 
a double rate letter from the U. S., weighing slightly over 1/4 oz. would 
still be a single rate in France and a full or nearly full 7! gr. single 
rate from France would be a double rate in the U. S. 

Interpreted in terms of money this weight discrepanvy meant a loss 
to U. S. mailers of only about 3/4¢ providing the letter was kept within 
the single rate limit. But on all letters weighing over 1/4 oz.(7.09 gr.) 
and up to 0.265 ozs.(7~ gr.) the rate became double and the loss increased 
to l5¢ per letter. There is no doubt that many letters fell in this 
weight class and that the loss to U. S. mailers over a period of 12 to 13 
years must have been quite substantial. 

Probably only a few people were aware of this injustice and it must 
be distinctly understood that it held true only on "Prepaid Mail". 

On "Unpaid Mail" the situation was reversed and to the disadvantage 
of the addressee in France. If an unpaid letter from the U. S. weighed 
a little over 1/4 oz., let us say 7-114 gr. it immediately became a double 
rate letter in the U. S., marked 30 in black which meant 16 decimes (lFr.60c) 
were due and payable by the addressee in France. 

It is the purpose of this study to prove, or, if this is not possible, 
at least present the idea that if the American Public was unaware of being 
short changed in weight or thought it useless to object, not so the French. 

The addressee in France paid 1 Fr.60c for a letter weighing only 
7-1/4 gr. This may have happened before and could happen again. TrUe, the 
letter was mailed and rated in the U. S. and therefore subject to the ounze 
standard. Yet, postage was paid in France in french money and the weight 
limit there for the single rate was 7i gr. . 

There is the chance that complaints were received and that a ruling 
was made by the French P. O. Dept. that on all letters of this kind only 
the single rate of 80 centimes was to' be collected. 

Following is a description of a cover showing that this reduction from 
double to single rate was actually made whether through error or intentionall~ 
is a point that can only be decided by further evidence. 



2 . 
Cover #1 is a treaty subject originating in New Orleans, La. July 7, 1858 
addressed to Nantes, France, unpaid. It passed through the Boston Exchange 
Office and bears the circular Boston 6 (2x3¢) Debit against France as well 
as a 30 cleRrly indicating a U. S. double rate. The Calais entry marking 
shows British Packet service which means the letter went at French Expense, 
leaving tee U. S. only its Domestic Fee of 3¢ per 1/4 oz. as correctly 
debited by Boston. Yet, upon receipt, the French Exchange Office marked 
it with the well known large figure 8 (decimes), the single rate, to be 
collected from the addres see. All markings are in black. 

As only a small percentage of the mail was sent "unpaid" it is 
doubtful whether many letters are now in existence showing this combination 
of double and single rates of the Treaty period. Perhaps only the most 
clear cut cases were treated in this manner because France stood to lose, 
if not 80 centimes, at least the extra 3¢ U. S. Debit. 

This brings up a most interesting angle. Suppose the letter had 
come at U. S. Expense direct to France then the double rate U. S. Debit 
would have been 24¢(2x12) or 1 Fr.28c in which case France would have lost 
48 centimes. 

The point has been raised that this change from dOUble to single 
rate would have thrown the Debit & Credit accounts of the two nations 
out of balance. Only if the actual Debit marking on the letter was 
changed would this be true. If, for instance, the Boston 6 Debit had 
been reduced to 3, then surely the accounts would not balance. But if 
France chose to collect only 8 decimes instead of 16 that would be her 
loss but would in no way affect the accounts. 

Such a loss would easily be offset by letters franked with in
sufficient postage which latter, according to regulations, was entirely 
disregarded, the letter becoming an unpaid subject with full postage 
collected from addressee. This, of course, has no connection with the 
subject under discussion but is mentioned to show that gains could be 
made which did not affect the books. 

As before stated, only further evidence in the form of unpaid 
covers of the Treaty period showing a combination of double U. S. and 
French single rate will prove the theory advanced. 

The entire situation in reverse is also possible. It would mean 
that on unpaid single rate letters from France the U. S. would have to 
collect the double rate providing the letter weighed ,over 1/4 oz. It is 
extremely doubtful that this was ever done as the U. S. Exchange Office 
would have to check every letter arriving from France. 

The whole matter is a complicated and delicate problem and raises 
the question of which country had jurisdiction over unpaid mail. 
Even if the sending country had to use its standard of weight the postage 
was actually paid in the receiving country. 



" 
3 . 

Exactly what part this weight discrepancy played in the 
Pre-Treaty period is shown in the following description of: 
Cover #2. This was mailed from LeHavre Dec .10,1856 via Paris @ Calais 
Dec .11 by "N.Y. Bri t. Pkt.Dec28" to New York. Therefore, prepayment of·~ 
the french portion of the postage as far as U.S.Port was compulsory 
and in this case was at the usual rate of 13 decimes or 1 Fr.30c per 
7i grammes. France rated it Quintuple or 6 Fr.50c which amount was 
prepaid by 8-80c and l-lOc imperforate Napoleon stamps. Upon arrival 
in N. Y. it was marked with a black 20 indicating that 4 x 5¢ per 1/2 oz., 
the Quadruple rate, was to be collected from addressee to pay for the 
U. S. portion of the postage. 

If 7~ grammes exactly equalled 1/4 oz., a Quintuple French and 
Quadruple U. S. rate for the same letter are out of proportion. No 
matter how close the maximum and minimum weight allowance is figured 
there would always be this fractional difference: 

4 x 1/2 oz. = 2.00 ozs. or at least 
5 x 1/4" : 1.25 " or no more than 

Difference 

1.51 ozs. minimum 
~ " maximum 
0.02 " 

However, using the correct and established grammes and ounze 
equivalents we get the following picture: 

5x7t gr.~ 37tgr.or 44.9 gr.max.@ 0.03527 - 1.58 ozs. which is well 
above the 1.51 oz. U. S. minimum for the Quadruple rate and therefore 
makes the French Quintuple and U. S. Quadruple ratings absolutely 
correct and in agreement. 



.~ 

Ounzes Grammes 

0.25 7.09 
0.265 7.50 
0.27 7.65 
0.50 r 14.18 
0.53 15.00 

~ 0.54 15.31 
0.75 21.26 
0.794 22.50 3 

0.80 22.68 
1.00 .'2- 28.35 
1.06 30.00 y 

1.07 30.33 
1.25 35.44 
1.323 37.50 
1.33 37.70 
1.50 3 42.53 
1.588 45.00 G 

1.60 45.36 
1.75 49.61 
1.852 52.50 '7 

1.86 52.73 
2.QO t.{ 56.70 
2.117 60.00 8 
2.13 60.39 
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TRUSTEES 

ADMIRAL FREDERIC R. HARRIS 

THE PHILATELIC FOUNDATION 
22 EAST 35TH STREET 
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THEODORE E. STEINWAY 
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SAUL NEWBURY 

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook 
33 North Ft. Thomas Avenue 
Ft. Thomas, Ky. 

June 2, 1949 A. H. WILHELM 

Dear Stan: / ~ /" / / " v' 
~ ~closed are items #1800,1817, 1819, 1820, 1821, 

1832 and 1837 on which the Committee would like to have 
your valued opinion. Furthermore, I think you will find 
them of considerable interest. I hope we can have these 
back within ten days. 

Many thanks for your cooperation. 

Sincerely yours, 

wsb/1 
Boggs 

.~ 



The Phil tel1c Foun nJ.;ion , 
22 J~' '" 35th (t ., 

lIe! Yorl ' , ... . Y. 

, -

Attentio~ ~ !~ . int ~op S. BOeBS 

Dour ",in: 

8 per YOlWS of the 2nd ! Itt J: turnJ..nB 110l'low10h ito!;.s 
ros e 180 , 181"1 , l819 , 1820 ., :.B21, 1832 and 1837. Sov ra1 f 
tho so e'o ~ tt.o:'? int rost1nc. 

I also wl.sh . 0 aokno I'le ;0 l"cce1pt of Y eJ..ra of :.iho 
2n rot' ... .,:tn.. the t\iO :D m rille (~OV r~ toe t lor ' ith 'he .. npors . 
I r el co_ 1~ont tll.9.t the Co~ l:1.tt 0 ada an om nstive tud:., 
of tl e. e t 0 1tel:ls and th:lt their f1: __ 111gs are no dO'\lb:c c :~rect,; • 

. ith kindest ro~ard~ -

111C01 ely yours , 

. . 

... 

. ~ 
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MATIHEW E. HAZELTINE, M. D. 

W. SCOTT POLLAND, 1\1. D. 
HOWARD HA;\n;OND JR., M. D. 

ARNOLD A. NUTTING, ;;1. D. 

GRACE DICKSON KLETS"R, M. D. 

A.LBERT BUILDING 

SAN RAFAEL, CALIFORNIA 

TELEPHONE SAN RAFAEL 6120 



MATrHEW E. HAZELTINE, M. O. 

w. SCOTT POLLA;"D, M. o. 
HOWARD HAII1MOND JR., 111. D 

ARNOLD A. NUTTING, ,1. D. 

GRACE D!CKSON KLEI R, 1\1. D. 

ALBERT eUILDING 

SAN RAFAEL, CALIFORNIA 

TELEPHONE SAN RAFAEL 6120 



Dr. • Scott Polland, 
Ibort Idg., 

S R 1, Cnlif. 

D ar Doctor: 

Oct. 22 , 1949. 

c 1pt of yours of th lOth 1th the rive (5) 
roturn11B h r 11th. Hal" Ul"', SO co ents: 

I not t rn 

ft.r uly 1 , 1863 
th S 0 us ~rom th 
l~ t p paid or 30t 

this letter. You l ill 
va en th correct credit 



#2 . Dr. W • • cott Polland, Oct. 22, 1949. 

La Po t in Fo ru 'l"'Y 1864. Via Hamburg Packet . The 
York mm>king indicates at the rate VI S l5¢' uhich ro.ise n the 

est ion - did so one substituto tho 30,~ star_1.p for n lot stnr.lp . 
Evon if the sender intend this to go "Via Pl'ussio.n Closod !.Iuilfl 
and p paid t us ouch, th rata 'Ii ould not havo been :j5¢ but 28¢ 
PI' pa_d 01 30 t un ide 

do 'I t Y u to toel free to call upon no h nCVOl" you 
think I cnn b of so assistanoe , th(n~eroro , if.' you desire you 
can send 0 a chock for J 5.00. 

1th kinde t rognrds ... 

. 
l 

Co_d!ally yours , 

l 







.J. 

{.Q 3 
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~hWq £ ~'~. 
FEATHER RIYER 
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STAMPS 

COVERS 

ACCESSORIES 

fI.r. Stanley Ashbrook 
33 N. Ft. Thomas Ave. 
Fort Thomas, Kentucky 

Dear Stan: 

o N A. ~O 
116 NASSAU STREET 

NEW YORK 7. N . Y . 

BEEKMAN 3 -5443 

October 19th, 1949 

I am submitting for your inspection a 30t '69 on cover. 
This comes from a man who had the stamps off cover and placed 
them back on the cover but did not do a good job. I would 
like you to examine this cover carefully and let me know if, 
in your opinion, it is genuine. However, I do not want you 
to do this for nothing and wish you would submit a bill. 
I want to purchase the cover but do not wish to do so unless 
it is absolutely genuine. 

Trusting that all is well with you, with kind personal 
regards, 

JAF:ff 

RETAIL 

WHOLESALE 

AUCTIONS 



oct. 22, 1949 • 

• Tohn A. Fox, 
116 Nassau st., 

Hew ork '7, r • Y. 

Doar tTohn: 

Re - the 50¢ 1[369 coven" - ero QI'e so e COl ents - The 
official rn to to 0 tugal as of Sm. 1, 1870 ~mn a.~ follows: 

Via. En"land 
Per .:'- 0 mce 22¢' 

If ~ ounce 34¢ 

You \'1111 not e that thl'" cover 'a. fo!"uflrded '\T1t 11iE 1m d und tho 
dnte was "It shinetoll .ay 1~> - 1870." I think tnriF'tl e yoar usa 
VlUS undouutedly 1870 bocmlS, I fail to £ inti [ny evidenoe thl t the 
"70" in the Lor.don marl ine haa b on ch'Ult,ed 6, t 10.; the "1070" in 
the Lisbon mnrkine on the back hus boe.l altered. I ention t.lls 
becll.u e in faking cove:;."s ~/ith 1869 f'tn ps the year dntos are aI

opt invaria.bly chanGod. For ox pIe fro 1176" to "70" .tc. 
opinion the !148ft in l" d poncil on the fnce was not tho ~ntire 

e, but l'uthor our credit to n. gland. As far £1" I ' a'_ru-"e there 
.., .... s .... no such n thil.e as A. rate of 48~ (as shovm on this cover) to 
_ ortugal IrVin England, II OI' for thnt lrlntter by Hny othor route 
(Gel' an or Pl'onch nil for example). If the crod1t of 48 is genu
ine then the question arisen ;that was the whole rate to correspond 
to such a credit. 

Rate tables sometimes fail to sive t ounce f1u urGs and 
alnost inv rlably, the rates above a ounce such an Q oz. for exn pIe . 

Early in the spring of 1870 the British cu their packet 
rate to certain destlnnt ions by :5 ponce 0: .... U.S. 6¢. This reduced tho 
above 34i half ounce r te to 28¢. Incidentally tho rate to Spain 
was the same as to Portugal. 

OUr share on a 28¢ l'ate vms 24~1" henct) it lould appoar 
that a oredit of 48¢ ~dlcated a Jhole rate of 56¢. If tho orieinal 
rate UP 56¢' one londel's \/h t hnpper.d to this cover. 

I enclosine herewith a photogrll.ph of n'cover sh 'ing 
the 28¢ per hnlf ounco rD-to to Spain in AUBUS t lWIO ,;1th a hand
sta. pod credit of "Z4"S!. I havo records of si ilar cove rs of the 
p riod - for oxample in late farch, April and "June (1870) - ttll shoVi 
the 28¢' rate "Via England" and c""edlt~ of 24~. } Y eUGSS 1s that 
tho original rate wa 56/ (2 x 28) with a c edit 0" 48~t (2 x 24) nne 



-- - - ~---------------------------------

~2 . Tir. John A. Fox , oct. 22, 1949 • 

. that so 1e atnt.Jps RI'e missing. Whother 01" not tho present st~ ps 
originated on the cover, well Jolm, your gues::! is HS Good as l'!1ine. 
It is (nita a co"won practice to "'t.; ,,:)vo Bank Totos and substitute 
1869 tamps and believo mo, 80_ e substitutions all ost dofy detoction. 
I mil "londer-ing if 80no stwnps are not m1nsing fro 11 the middle loft 
portion of the cover. 

Jo~"l be cnI·~fi.1.1 in soo.ling those new honey envelopos of 
yours il' YO'll!' l etter f" c1 this COver f.\,,:pri vod with t 0 flap unsoalod 
and so 10 dishon at cJ.01~l: could have yoonovod the 30¢ cover. 

Under ~ep 'lata COV0r I a!l sending you a mirtloo list of' 
the covers thut I va on L.and at this writing fro the E:-1l10rSOn C. 
Krug collection. ~his jus t; by chanco thnt you 1. ight spot un l'i;O~ll 
you C ld use . 

No 1'oe on tho above. 

[y best wishes -



PENNYPAC KER 5 · 3237 

l4r. Stanley B. Ashbrook 
33 N. Ft. Thomas Avenue 
Fort Thomas, Ky. 

Dear Stan: 

PHILIP H. WARD. JR . 

1616 WALNUT STREET 

PHILADELPHIA 3 

M~ 31, 1951 

Your letter of the 28th is indeed interesting and I have had to 
smile at the so-called experts from the Foundation who signed the query. I 
wonder who the other people happSl to be. Instead of having thEm take the 
trouble of reversing their decision on the Knapp cover I would rather see 
thEm retire from business for I do not believe we have ever had a Committee with 
such a small amount of knowledge. 

You undoubtedly have the plate for the photograph that you so 
kindly 8Ul:mit, hence I am handing you a dollar to cover. If this is not the case 
and you want the photograph back, do not hesitate to say so. I would like to add 
this to my bWlch of clippings and letters and the like in regards to the Founda
tion. 

I know nothing at all about Abt other than having met him once. 
I have sold him a few dollars worth or covers but, of course, he unfortunately 
has little capital so does not buy the scarcer pieces. Not being especially in
terested in locals I could not give an opinion on his writings. Whether you like 
a man or not I would never come out in print and call him a liar or try and give 
the public the impression that he is a crook. 

In further reference to the 1869 cover, it looks as if the cork 
ancellations on the 6¢ and 12¢ differ from the cance1lation on the 3O¢. I am 

not aware as to the Portuguese rates but recall that the cover from the Gihson 
collection, showing a 24¢ and lO¢ used to Spain and which I acquired for my col
lection, has your okq. I am. taking a guess that the rates to Portugal and Spain 
may have been similar, that my 34¢ rate covered a double letter to Spain whereas 
the 18¢ on the Lisbon letter showed a cent overpayment. This could readily happen 
when the writer of the letter had a 6¢ stamp along with a 12¢ rather than a 2¢ and 
3¢ • Boy oh boy! How I wish you would put some of your notes into book form and 
privately print it so we could have something in the way of a check list. For 
instance if we had a cover addressed to China we could turn to your pages on 
China and tell what the prevailing rates were for the early periods. I realize 
such a list lVOuld help a faker but if this was prepared privately and paid for 
by about 25 individuals I think you could tie up the list in a way that it would 
not come up on the market for Ill8.llY years. 

PHILIP H. ARD, JR. 

enc. 

.~ 
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Dr. • cott Polland, 
Albel"t 1 ., 

Sun afcGl , CRli~ . 

nov . 7, 1949. 

DCEU' Doctor: 

as 

I I returninG t'lC lot of' trw lonton c()vcrsft 
2nd. ~rheso nrc n 1 exceod11ely f'in lot 
1'0 j 1" - lbla ho· '011 -hoy hflVO )Oon 91'0-
years. .uny of' the stu lP~ Hl'9 r' :rooh 
u cd ~.ll l'ocont yours . Her re 0~1e co.. .ents: 

(1) ere '£he at: p is attache by II i to and I t _.nk 
th 0 0' 1'0 ull~~ ;."e: ovod - and the .afor linin te 
I nl 0 l 110 it '/oul -be roll to 0 .0\7 tho e.1t u'o right shoot 
a t: 1s 1-- an enorl ous copy and 11 hould be SfJO n . Thin is 
only the "econd cop th~ t I ave ev.;r seon of 70R1 ".th part of 
t C 1 Pl"'int , nd th other copy oms cut into tt tho botto . It 
is pcs.ible th t tiis copy is tho ~ .nest one in eXistenco. 

(2) T I - J.hia 1s 91Rl and I ll' va sigr.cd it on b ek. hr so if 
YO'" 0.0 Trot \limt sign tlU"e. ' 

(3) Co tor L 
() rr 

(5) :-t York 
d to 
t 19 
ent 

0 , 60L1 
II 511. 

1 v 5 -u'" 3 _ . u . Geo in 
• G. ldo_"udo 

u . G. Illino1 " 20 -
fI 28 _ 

t . ' . erG c nt Cit • 

Connecting t n 
copt1ng ero inS th 
on pp11cnt1on 

• B. v. Co . ThvoUVl tick ts, ex-
1 aye b obt inca at 10 ·est rnta , 
to C •• lh1tney . " (end of quoto ). 

on 
The foll0 :IDS no 'J ita appoRI'cd in tho 

y , 1853, quote: York erald 



• Dr . • Scott 011 nd , lOVe 7 , 1949. 

spimm11 i t h 

you £ro oubtless lare n \ee-ly service 'ns ntte ptod 
in the spring of 1853 J t it ~ns oon nbandoned. 

(6) "Due II - The ..., •• Ill no s i1 d on 1 ec . 5 1b56, so thi~ 
letter pl"obubly n. 101(1 ovor unttl the Dec . 20th Bfl,iling. One 

ond ~r~ \lhy it : s shert- ide 

(7) 
(8) 

ice 
1 

(9) Oc an J 1 Oct . 22, 1860. Oct . 21 it: 18'0 _ 11 on ounday. Date 
r versed - qnJ.ta nice . 

(lO) - li 1857 is T.,rpe II - Ilate 2 - TJ 1s is nppl rently lov . 5 , 
1857 nnd 1 led at·· ItoI'd. no londors if it canght the tc!_I-Sh:tp 

t lew 0 k? 
. 

(11) Ocoan "nil p. 20, 1858. " lltheJ. It te uso in the ast of a 
, l~ 1 ,1, Type IV. 

o. • 
o •• 
0 . 1 • 

the priv11e 

fro lnte 4 . 

- I h~vo s on vtry 

Iso f:t:'Oll to 1'0 0 p1°1te . 
pI'. ~2, 1v o. 

t reg r s -

cov r. 

l.d :n1n i. thar.': you fel" 

1 dy ,} 0 turned up th"is corrospondenc e 
tbl.l1g very unUSl 1 . 

Co di 11y yours , 



CLASSIC POSTAL MARKINGS 
Throughout the realm of postal 

markings, during both the stampless 
and adhesive periods, are found many 
outstanding examples of ingenious, 
attractive, and colorful town and rate 
cancelations. Particularly striking 
illustrations of such markings origi
nated from a hamlet some sixty-odd 
miles west of Chicago, in De Kalb 
County, Illinois. Shabbona Grove 
produced markings that today are 
among the rarest of all strikes . 
George P. Weiland, 152 Hope Ave., 
Syracuse, N. Y., was kind enough to 
allow me to present these postal mark
ings for your inspection, and admira
tion, because they rate it. 

THE SHIELD IN RED ON A 
STAMPLESS COVER. 

-Photograph courtesy of Charles 
Machell, Syracuse, N. Y. 

The well known Shabbona Grove 
shield, struck in red, is shown in 
Figure 1 used on a fancy embossed 
cover. This cover was mailed October 
24, 1855, traveled prepaid to Water
town, New York, where it wasn't im
mediately picked up and had to be ad
vertised. The handstamped PAID is 
in red, the ADVERTISED is in black, 
and the manuscript 1 is in black. 

THE SHIELD IN BLACK ON A 
STAMPED COVER-3c 1857. 

-Photograph courtesy of Charles 
Machell, Syracuse, N. Y. 

The cover shown in Figure 2 is an 
example of the Shabbona Grove shield 
struck in black on a cover bearing a 
three cent 1857, Type II. The year 
date of usage isn't known. This cover 
also took the trip to ·Watertown. 

The Shabbona Grove ribbon is 
hown in Figure 3 truck in black 

with an accompanying black PAID J 
in a decorative scroll. Since neither 
of the last two covers till had the 
original letters inside it wasn't possi-
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ble to accurately determine the year 
date of usage although the three cent 
rates place the usage somewhere in 
the late 1850's, particularly cover 
number two. 

THE RIBBON IN BLACK ON A 
STAMPLESS COVER. 

- Photograph courtesy of Charles 
Machell, Syracuse, N. Y. 

The double cir·cle in red from Shab
bona Grove is presented on the cover 

THE DOUBLE CIRCLE IN RED ON 
A ST AMP LESS COVER. 

- Photograph courtesy of Charles 
Machell, Syracuse, N. Y. 

in Figure 4. Mailed September 5, 
1855, this cover is the same type of 
embossed cover as shown in Figure l. 
And like the cover in Figure 1 this 
stampless went to Watertown pre
paid, and was advertised. 

It is cover markings such as these 
that make the search fOl· stampless 
and stamped covers ever exciting, 
particularly since these markings 
catalogue twenty-five dollars each. 
Such a premium price is well war
ranted since these covers are as scarce 
as '47s in dime packets. 

These covers and others like them 
are bringing ever increasing prices 
whenever they appear on the market. 
Probably an excellent example of 

what stampless markings can bring 
will be demonstrated in Pollitz & 
Paige's 50th Sale of May 13th. Lot 
No.2 is a dandy copy of the Windsor· 
Locks steamboat marking. Not too 
long ago this cover brought about 
twenty-five to thirty-five dollars . 
Let's see what this cover will bring .. ~ 

As in all commodities value is de
termined by the old law of supply and 
demand. The demand for classic 
stampless is keen but the supply is 
practically nil. Normally it is only 
when a collection is being broken up 
that one of these covers reaches the 
market. That competition for owner
ship is so great indicates the growing 
trend toward interest in postal his
tory. One might meditate on the 
cause. Could it be that the flood of 
new issues of the post war years dis
couraged the collector of moderate 
means and limited time? Collectirlg 
stampless is at the same time exciting 
and restraining-there is fun and in
terest for all who give it a try. 

Incidentally, postal history students 
who would like to see a postal history 
society formed contact Johnny Fox, 
116 Nassau St., New York, right 
away, telling him so. If sufficient 
interest is displayed positive steps 
will probably be taken on the project. 

Collectors of U. S. cancelations who 
have sought some group composed of 
cancelation collectors might inquire of 
Leonard V. Huber, 4841 Canal St., 
New Orleans 19, La., for information 
regarding the U. S. Cancelation Cl1tb. 

Collectors of postal markings would 
also do well to secure a copy of Black 
and Davis' "Postal Mar·kings of ::os
ton to 1890." Of primary interest to 
Boston postal marking collectors, this 
book is of great value to all postal 
history students. Most progressive 
dealers stock this great book. 

Harry Konwiser's "The United 
States Stampless Cover Catalogue" 
is a must for the serious stamp less 
student. Herein are listed a majority 
of stampless markings recorded at the 
time of writing, arranged according 
to states, towns, and territories. 
There is also considerable data rele
vant to postal r~tes and other in
cidental information of value to the 
student. 

With the coming of summer many 
of us will soon be taking off into the 
hills, :(orgetting stamps and covers, 
seeking only fresh air. It might 
prove profitable to keep an eye open 
here and there for possible sources 
of finds . Decadent farmhouses, back
woods post offices, and the like, fre
quently provide us with the material 
that makes headline news in the 
stamp press. But then you didn't 
have to be told that. 

Weekly Philatelic Gossil' 



selling forged Confederate stamps 
are in for trouble. From these people 
and there are many of them, we have 
received divers arguments, viz: The 
Confederate States were illegal, their 
stamps have no status, the courts will 
hold that this was a secession govern
ment and thus is not protected by any 
of the laws governing such cases. 
That the selling, etc., of such material 
is not a violation of the law, etc. For 
the legal minded and those not legal 
minded, let's take a look and see what 
gives. Why not give some attorney 
a fee for a look at Hurd's revised 
Statutes of the United States or fail
ing that, ask your attorney to look 
up the law covering the counterfeiting 
of the stamps of the Confederate 
States. He will tell you that Section 
178 of the act of June 8, 1872 pro
vided for just that. But an ever 
watchful Attorney General saw to it 
that many revisions were made to 
bring into the U. S. Statutes the 
stamps of the Confederate States. 

Carefully scanning this law, we 
find it was repealed and an act was 
put on the Statutes (June 15, 1917, 
40 Stat. 226) which defined "Foreign 
Governments." That act includes 
within the term, any faction or body 
of insurgents, which mayor may not 
be recognized by the United States, 
as a Government. To the collectors 
of Confederate material, this may be 
news. To those dealing in this phony 

_material, this also may be news. To 
those who come into an encounter 
with law and who claim ignorance of 
this law, this also will be news, al
though the "ignorance of the law" 
part of their plea will mean nothing. 
Everyone coming into court should 
know that ignorance of any law, ex
cuses no one! 

A few weeks ago we had a party 
tell us we were as wet as a hen in a 
rain storm. Just a week before that 
we ran into another tune where the 
party selling a Confederate stamp 
"did so in good faith" not knowing 
that the stamp and its cancelation 
were not in order. Well, we could be 
wrong! So we took it upon ourselves 
to contact a very busy man and get 
the real lowdown on the situation
this time both cancelations and stamps 
of the Confederacy-and we wish to 
again thank our friend U. E. Baugh
man, Chief of our U. S. Secret Service 
which in turn is the policing agent of 
our U. S. Treasury Department. 

Many people have the idea that 
Chief Baughman and his many Dis
trict Agents in charge are tough on 
them. We know personally some of 
these very fine agents in charge 
around the country. They have co
operated with us in many ways. 
When these men make a demand for 
counterfeit material they are really 
helping collectors-the quicker thi 
material gets off the market the bet-

for June 10, 1950 

tel' it will be for the unwary and the 
unsuspecting. 

Under date of April 30th again a 
visitor called on us and told us again 
that our contention was wrong, that 
our valves needed grinding and an 
adjustment of our literary spark 
plugs was in order. We thought per
haps an overhaul job might be in 
order and we always believe in letting 
the other fellow have his say. .We 
remembered Chief Baughman and his 
help in the past. Under date of May 
3rd we asked for specific information 
covering the stamps of the Confeder
ate States. Under date of May 15th 
we received word from Chief Baugh
man and are reproducing his letter 
below. Please keep this issue or re
move this page and place it in your 
albums for future reference as there 
will be more use for these laws from 
time to time that will interest the 
readers of this column. We publical
ly acknowledge a debt of gratitude to 
Chief Baughman for the information 
his letter contains. Here it is: 

"Reference is made to your letter 
of May 3, 1950 requesting informa
tion concerning counterfeit postage 
stamps. 

"The laws providing for punish
ment for the possession of or dealing 
in counterfeit stamps are of fairly 
early origin, taking into consideration 
that the first U. S. postage stamps 
were issued in 1847. The possession 
of and dealing in counterfeit stamps 
has been attacked in two ways in the 
statutes: (1) through statutes out
lawing the possession and sale of 
obligations and securities of the 
United States or foreign countries, 
and (2) through statutes outlawing 
the possession and sale of United 
States and foreign counterfeit stamps. 
"1. Stamps as Obligations and Se-

curities. 

"a. United States obligations or 
securities. Section 10 of the Act of 
June 30, 1864, 13 Stat. 221, provided 
that any person who shall pass, utter, 
publish, or sell, or shall bring into the 
"United States from any foreign place 
with intent to pass, utter, publish, 
or sell, or shall have or keep in posses
sion, or conceal, with intent to utter, 
publish, or sell, any false, forged, 
counterfeited, or altered obligation or 
other security of the United States, 
with intent to deceive or defraud, 
shall be deemed guilty of a felony. 
Section 13 of the Act defined the 
words 'obligation or other security of 
the United States' as including 
tamps, and other representatives of 

value, of whatever denomination, 
which have been or may be issued 
under any act of Congress. 

"The substance of these provisions 
were continued in section 5413 and 
5431 of the Revised Statutes of the 
United States (1874); in sections 
147 and 151 of the Act of March 4, 

1909, 35 Stat. 1115, 1116, and in title 
18, U. S. C., sections 8 and 472 (1948). 

"b. Foreign obligations or securi
ties. Foreign postage stamps have 
never been specifically defined by 
statute as obligations or securities. 
However, the Treasury Department 
has interpreted the term 'obligation or 
other security of a foreign govern
ment' to include foreign postage 
stamps. The dealing in counterfeit 
obligations or securities, with intent 
to defraud, or the possession of such 
obligations or securities with intent 
to pass them off as true and genuine, 
was made punishable by sections 4 
and 5 in the Act of May 16, 1884, 23 
Stat. 23. Although this Act was re
pealed by the Act of March 4, 1909, 
35 Stat. 1156, the substance of the 
provisions of sections 4 and 5 of this 
Act of 1884 were continued in sections 
159 and 160 of the Act of March 4, 
1909, 35 Stat. 1118. These provisions 
are now continued in title 18, U. S. C., 
sections 479 and 480 (1948). 
"2. Counterfeit Postage Stamps. 

"Section 178 of the Act of June 8, 
1872, 17 Stat. 305, provided for the 
punishment of any person who shall 
make, or print, or knowingly use or 
sell, or have in possession, with intent 
to use or sell, any forged or counter
feited postage stamps. The language 
of this statute wO:1ld appear to be 
broad enough to cover both United 
States and Confederate States stamps. 
Section 179 of the Act of June 8, 
1872, made the forging or counter
feiting of, or knowingly uttering or 
using a foreign postage stamp punish
able. These provisions were con
tinued in effect by sections 5464 and 
5465 of the Revised Statutes (1874). 
They were repealed by the Act of 
March 4, 1909, but their provisions 
re-enacted by that Act, sections 219 
and 220. The Act of June 15, 1917, 
40 Stat. 226, added a definition of 
'f01'eign government,' which included 
within the term any faction or body 
of insw'gents which mayor may not 
be recognized by the United States as 
a government. The substance of the 
foregoing provisions were continued 
in title 18, U. S. C., sections 11, 501 
and 502." 

Well, we have stopped hunting for 
Algeria No. 208A. Through the 
courtesy of Clifford F. Pynn who 
stocks just about all the stamps 
needed for part two of the Interna
tional Album, we are informed that 
Mammon Pinchot states that No. 208 
is listed by him as non-existent. Mr. 
Pinchot shol:lld know-he wholesales 
this material. Mr. Kosmo of K. & A. 
Stamp Co., also wholesalers, have 
checked all French Catalogues and 
cannot find Algeria No. 208A any
where. Perhaps this will close the 
chapter and we will receive no more 
letters about collectors and their 

(Page 439, please.) 
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FINNEY' WOLCOTT' AND' ASSOCIATES-ARCHITECTS 
10 WEST 25TH STREET - BALTIMORE 18. MARYLAND BELMONT 1845 

E B E N O . F IN N EY A - I - A 

J O HN W I N T HROP WOLC OT T A-I - A 

Mr. Stanley Ashbrook, 
33 North Ft. Thomas Ave., 
Fort Thomas, Kentucky. 

Dear Stanley Ashbrook:-

EUGENE R . 9MEALLII!: A - A - I- A 

November 2nd, 1949 . 

I have picked up a few things lately in the Harmer
Rooke and John Fox sales, and even though you have probably 
seen all of these items, I am sending some of them on in 
order to get your brief comments , and just in case you have 
not seen them, here they are . 

There is, of course, no one whose remarks I would rather 
have than yours, and so at the risk of tresspassing on your 
time, I am asking for only very brief comments,- as there are 
some points which do not appear clear to me , - and I know that 
if anyone has a theory on these questionable points , you will 
be the one . 

The first cover is the pretty one with the SOUTHn LETTER 
UNPAID cancellation across the twelve and three cent U. S. stamps. 
I understand that of the very few of these covers that have come 
to light so far, there are only three knOVIn which went to Europe . 
All of the others were used from the south to the north in this 
continent only . This is one of them; another is franked with 
three 10¢' '57s, and went to Prussia ; nd the' third is franked with 
the 24¢" and I am not sure just wha.t i ts destination was . In 
addition to these three Earl Antrim tells me that he has record of 
only about nine more , of the U. S. variety . 

The question about this cover is this: It has a Hew Orleans 
post mark vlhich does not cancel the stamps . "Thy were these stamps 
left uncancelled until they crossed the lines when they were can
celled with the SOUTHn LETTER etc.? Of course by the date at New 
Orleans, which looks like June lOth or 19th. these stamps were 
already outlawed . I guess that the due 15 was the southern postage . 
I suppose that the entire amount of the postage was collected in 
France . There are also the amounts of 8 and 10 inscribed on the 
cover, and the New York cancellation has a rate 9 in its circle . 
Could you tell me briefly just what all went on in this case ? The 
letter evidently got to its destination, as it is back-stamped in 
PariS, so all charges must have been satisfied. InCidently, I had 
to pay ;610. for this item, but I do think that I should have one , 
and this is a particularly nice one . Do you think that I got stuck?· 

The second item is the sr:1ull pretty cover with the llAILS SUS
PEl.fDED and no 101' IL SERVICE. As you may remember I have a very prett 
little cover very much like this which I \vrote to you about some 
time ago. This other one had the CAltiWT BE FORHARDRD in addition 
to the t:A.ILS SUSPElm.zD. The question about this cover is why 
would some one attempt to get it through via l._emphis to I,:ississ-
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w~. Stanley Ashbrook, (2) • 10vember 2nd, 1949. 

ippi as late as Nov. 20th, 1863 by ordinary mail routes? It must 
have been well known to all at that time that nail had to go through 
the Flag of Truce system, and at specified places such as Old Point. 
Was there some other way of getting mail across the border thich I 
a.o not know about? Or was the sender of this letter just mis
informed about what to do? I do not recall seeing very many of 
this type of cover either, do you? As a matter of fact I believe 
that these are even more scarce than the SOUTHn LETTER UI~ ID. 
As you will see on the reverse of this letter it did get to l~mphis, 
and was back-stamped and probably returned fron there. But after 
all, Uemphis ,was also in Confeclerate terri tory, and I cant see how 
it even got this far. Can you tell me briefly just :/hat probably 
clid happen? A lot of people liked this cover al most '1 S well as I 
did and. so it cost I:le ,;145., vrhich is 45 more than the one that I 
mentioned iThich I ' !rote to you about some time ago. 0 you think t m t 
I got stuck on this one ? 

The thir item is the Trans-1liss. letter from the ox sale, 
which on the face of it looks to be a beauty, but there are still 
s orJe questions about it. Yrhy do you think that the ChicamaUoo-a can
cellation is struck on it if it isn't cancelling the stamps? After 
all, the stamps should have been cancelled at the place of mailing, 
and the cancellation on the stamps is certainly not the small Chic
amauga post mark. The date logo was probably set too high, and 
so nothing but the date took effect, but you can see the outline of 
the circular part of this post mark, and it is certainly not the 
Chicamauga. Therefore, if this letter were mailed and cancelled some 
where else, why does it have the small Chicamauga cancellation at all? 
The Meridian post mark is logical enough, as the letter was forward.ed 
via Meridian . I do think that this is a pretty cover, and. I am also 
morally certain that everything is OK about it, but there are these 
questions which I believe that you will be able to clear up for me. 
Of course these trans-miss covers never were plentiful, but I have 
never paid as much as this for one before. This was ~275 . Again, 
do you think that I got stuck? 

Inother words, I have over )1,000 tied up in these three little 
covers, and I suppose that I am nutty,- but after all I do believe 
that anyone of them is as rare if not more so than almost any of the 
provisiona1s that you can pick,- excepting of course the ones of which 
there are only one example Imo\,vn. And someho'w or other I believe 
that these covers are prettier than most of the provisiona1s also . 

I am also enclosing a pair of prisoner covers which I am sure 
will interest you. I had no idea that they told a consecutive story 
until after I had bought them. The first is postmarked Gettysburg, 
and must have been from a temporary prison stockade up there follow
ing the big battle. It is dated Sept . 17th, '63. The second, dated 
Sept. 30th is post marked Baltimore, and must have been Fort McHenry. 
The prisoner had been transferred down here . I'll bet that somewhere 
there will be another from the same man and at a still later date with 
the Point Lookout mark on it, as Ft. McHenry did not hold many pris
oners and they were generally transferred out to Pt . Lookout, which 
as you know was one of the lar~ea~camps. 

'~ , 
Well, so much for now, ar Ifps;>pe 'rh~~ ~ haven't bothered you 

too much. Best Regards, "' /~ : Ii' \,<0 .... (J " 



nov . 8, 1919. 

\ • Ebo D. F1 noy , 
10 ost 25th St ., 

al t i1 o~~o, I • 

", 

Denr Peto: 

YOt~ registorod 8poc1al a rived ~~h .. Uldny nf'tcrnoon nne I 
1(18 quite pl011scd to 900 t 0 vn.r1ous covers. ! Gm l,') tm.'n1ne the 1 

h91"'0 71th and I \ :til 0 0 t on tho J. to i~he boat of. lily pbi11ty. 

S . L. mrPAIP. T is i8 SOl covor p..nd ! f:1!;l doli 
you nCqtlil')cd if. It is nuch a.n outstnnding nov.1',- fnr ore rarE) 
thn n "Panoy E'xprooa," th tIt in ~ you obta!nod .. t t a v l"Y 
1'n11 price. I re e or GOine this Govor in onry oedhm' s 
co'.lectto bac;: in tho 19203 and in 19~?8 ! hat him send it to .'0 

n I 0 t 0 onclosce hoto r )h. 0 sent it to rn lifter my 
ono Cent Book ns lbllshod, ot or-"iso I 10 Id have 111uat11 utod 1 t 
in Vol. 2 - C pt r 35 , Ono Cent Book. 

neg I'd! G th kno m B. L . J. COVi S - An nl)ll us! cnn l'fl -
cnl1, yo n1'O no doubt ~"lght tn t only -th·"oo n 0 in own that ":oro 
fOrt,lll'dod to Eu opo, viz: 

t 

YO'U!' cov r. 
Too e to l~ssia - Soo my One Cent Book - Vol. 2, 

~e ~'4 - Fig. 35D. 
Cov r i~l.ih ~4¢ 1860 to I~:tvo1"pool - oriGin not 
e...,idont - I'u LO'isville 0 July 11 8.,1 -
S. L. U. oer008 at p. 

a d1t1on to t 0 above t 010 io 

Soo enf'1 ld rticle in tho st p SpeCialist , '01. 1, 
P rt 2. Ie i1 otrntod tio n va ~ npp 10.3 - nIno tho nbovo 
10 . 2, - to Pruno1n. 

s 10 
York 
t 1s 

n 1 1 8, th ro .us covor old in n nr cr, Roo e 
• 21- 22 - I.,ot ) doncr1b d s II, l"lrough the · IJinos to ow 
tho ce to Go This is tl e only reco. t at ! hnve o~ 
• 

Rog ding o.L.U. covors ddro od to t a north, I have 0. 
racord of fOUl'tOGn (1 ) COV 1"8 ns follor,s: 



#2 . Ir. 

-. 

b"bo D. -~ m y , Uov . 8 , 1919. 

(1) F • wf'rooaborouah, . 0. to icllfleld & ri ga , ~ .Y . 
(2) tI n " In .it olis , Ind. 
(3) II cKin 0"1 "ex. to Dr-yo."~tv"l11e, Ky. 
(4) n n '" " Frnnk Ol't , "y. 

tJ It Decatur, Tex. to Logana ort , In • 
6) " o tin!ln, Ga . to Foeno , Ky. 
7) n Ric ond, Va . to r_"n t'.in, y . 

(8) " ? -;0 Chostor, Conn. 
( ) " eha leston, . C. to 10\7 York City. 

(10) n 10\7 0 lon 18 to nsv111e" I l( • 

(11~ 
tr Endf'".ol C. . C. to ?lensrunt Vnlley ills , Ky • . , 

(12 1/ U 101 C ty , Tonn. to Delm7nl"o, o. 
(l~;) rI Sale 1, V n . to Dr danberg, Ry. 
(1_) " 111fo' d , B to Bloo {'lelc , Ky. 

Fo 1 ck of' c of 
I em eo . 

to 1 01 ut:Lon I thnt tl 1s is bout 

-~ 



• 

I::' :>arch 'lOO it VlnO oponod u t om.:,') 11~ fOlm hfl~ l1GOO 
a.Dd nent thru tho lines unc or It of _ tI 0 ~O \ ondm'o why t'lore 18 an 
aboonco of any C . ~ . A . postnl mar Pi..'16S? 

oro than 

I cnn ~d( n t !:ng to yo r 
noted a 

t 





I{ ov. 8. 1949. 

~. Eben D. Finney, 
10 West 25th St., 

Balti ora, JW • 

Denr Pete: 

Your registered special arrivod Sunday afternoon und I 
inS q ite plea cd to see the various covers. I 0.1,1 returning them 

here 1th and I \iTill co ent on them to the best of ny ability. 

S .L. tm AID. This is SOlJO cover and I run delighted that 
1 acqu1reo. it. It'ls such an outstanding cover,- far more rare 

a "Poney Express ," that I think you obtained it at a very 
fair price. I reI ember seeing this covor in I enry !leedham's 
collection back in the 1920s and in 1938 I had him send it to me 
and I made tho enclosed photograph. 1 e sent it to me nfter my 
One Cent Book V1 s published, otherwise I would hnve illustrated it 
in my Vol. 2 - C npter 35, One Cent Book. 

Ree;nrdlng the known S.L. U. covers - As near o.s I can re
c 11, you nre no doubt right dint only three are kum7n that "ere 
fO~1arded to J ope, viz: 

(1) 
(2) 

(3) 

Your cover. 
The one to Prussia - See my One Cent Book - Vol. 2, 
paBe 34 - Fig. 35D. 
Cover ith 24~! 18GO to Liverpool - ol">igin not 
evident - Tlu'u Louisville on July 11, 1861 -
S.L.n. across stamp. 

In ad tion to tho above thore 1s n cover to S itzerland 
bnt originated at fe\{ Orlen on AuS . 13, 18 '1 . It ovidently 
rried pr ivately to Louisv'.J le and placed in the U. S •• '1.il there 

on Aug. 20. 1361. 1~e sta ps ere recognized - and the lotter Ins 
for; rdod as id. This cover as Lot 174 in the Gibson sale by 
lard in 1944. 

Soe henfield article in the St p opecialist. Vol.'- 1, 
Part 2. He illustrated the above Knapp No. 3 - also the above 
io. 2, - to Prussl • 

In A i1 1948, there as a cover sold in a Har .er, Rooke 
s 10 (Apr. 21- 22 - Lot 533) de cribed as "Through the Lines to ew 
York and thence to Ge ny. fI This is the only record t at I have of 
this ito • 

Reenrdtng o.L.U. cov rs ddressed to the North , I have a 
record of £ ourteen (l~) cov rs as follots: 



. 
" 

(1) Fron J\U~.froesborough, ~ . C . to Richfield Springs , n . Y . 
(2) ff /I n " IndIanapolis, Ind. 
(:3) "~crannoy, Tex. to Dryantvillo , Ky. 
( 4) n " tf II Fl"nnkfol"t I Ky. 
(5) tI Decatur, Tex. to Lor;o.nsport , Ind. 
(6) " ontinall, Ga. to Keene , Ky . 
(7) "Richmond, V • to Franklin, Ky . 
(8) If ? to Chester , Conn. 
(9) If ChRr1oston, . C . to new York City. 

(0) tI lie ~ 01'10 ns to :vansv:tlle , Ind. 
(11) "Endi'icld C.H., "l .C. to Pleasant Valley lUlls , Ky . 
(12) II Unio City, Tonn. to Dela7a.re, O. 
(13) It Salem, Va . to Brandenberg, Ky. 
(14) " 1 il_ord, T xes to Bloo iold, Ky. 

urther regarding yo cover . The UC\ Orleans po t l"k 
lOoka l11te the 10th or 19th. Inns~uch .., the t 0 at ps 1 ~re of no 
value the C. o •• tho"'o :; n no roason by the It . O. p . O. i7ou.ld cnncel 
the . fntur l_y tho C.3 •• P lJ. g(.~ Via'"' paid in cash and the blue 
penciled "lOll is vidence of thnt . YI:ent . ! have no definite in-
fo tion a to the nne:.." in hic the new 01"100.ns P . O. for\ fl.rded mail 
au h as thi , but it i evident t 111 t it 70. ... fo nrdod to . bor "er P. o. 

n from th 1'e "Tlu1 u t 10 LinCD" to the 1 ... 0 isville • O. - t that 
oftio th 1 e I 01'10 no _ ostl a~'" disclosed its orieL..,. so th tanpa 
"/ero in .11 ,ed ond cnnnolc S . L. U. r.rho lettor 'limo r tod ns unpaid 
ith fl l5¢ duet! t Parls ll....'ld it ms f or'lJarded to tho Foreign Division 

of th 11e\7 Yort 1 . 0 . Thoro it roce1~ c1 the Fm:ooign l;xc' nge (He f York) 
r:JB.rk ot' / 29 shov/ing n bit to ~h F_e'lC 1 P. O. D. of :r91f)~ . Debit 
lJar'ing wore aLmy in blue - enotine un 14. Thl lotter \1 S 
cnl'1'1 d to Enclnnd in an 'cl~1c n Packet , trton across tho Channel to 
Cal is 0 <l on to P rise In f'1' nc it 'us rnted no unp id with fla" 
doc du or npprox tely lv¢ in U. S . c\u'rency. --

Thor is t 0 co pIc 0 story nnd : sure that you ~rce 
71th Le that it 1s one hat is oot intero ting and. I 11 va nn idea 
thut you no have a grenter precintion for this covor than bcTore. 
It truly 1s pert' ct little go . light dd this - The 110 Orleans 

• O. .do a ... take in flPply1n· toil" ,.'ost l'k - h <l the 0 itt d 
sand Iso the blu "10" the letter could have been ~~lod tlu"'l1 

fOri arded to fir B fully P id. 

ff " " _ This cover also c e l:l'om the H. 
C. 14 "edhnra COllection. y guo is th t the \. iter hopod that it 
70uld be tre ted as Flng of Truce cover - nnd lould be sent "Thru 
tho Lines . " 011y 3 Pl"ings, I is. . is not I" £1'0 e phio - not; 

ny 110s 0 the ot in Uorth rn ississippi. T ere as n rail con
noct~on b tueon t t 0 point in the sixties . I do not rocnll that 
there Try nrrnngo ont to end tlF of Tn letters thl"'ll eraphle 0. t 
any t during th I r . If th re ,ao nnO! 11 orv1co" ~ne \7ould 
au poso thnt letter uch as thi ould hav been .cnt fro .enph1s. 
to tho Denc Ii tter Orric at a • ton, o. ned, n< roturned to tho 
s nd r 1.th postaB due - but t oro i no ov1den 0 that tris vas done -

ther, tho envolopo .. 1O'i S ( ?) the. tit 73 torn open 11d it \1ould 
hardly ha c be n opened in hi ,ann,,_ by clerk in tl D. L. O. 

For lack of oJ.1nite 10fol" tion I fe r th t this 1s bout 
f r sIc n go. 



#3. • Eben D. Finney , Jov . 8 , 1949. 

If perchance it \'las opened fl temphls - found hal" aac 
and Rent thru the lines under "F of Til one l onders why there is an 
absence of a y C. u. A. postal markings? 

I ve a rocord of el~hnps If dozen covers ;71th tha 
oval arking" ails . uspo' dad' • fhether the.. a..~c l"arCl'" than the 
tiS . L . U. fI covOj,"O is questiona'61e . Bocl'I.u!1o the 1 nttol'1 are' .oore sensa- o~ 
tional - p h .. ps they have been I:.ore publicised. It is POEslble 
that thol"'O :1i ht be 0 e of the • • ~ . cove"8 .m collections than the 
uS . L . U. ' s". I icht add thnv none of tho fI 1 . ~ . fI covers t 1 t I ave 
e on h d any De d Lettor 0 £ice . r'in on . If this class or ~ail 
p ss d t II tho . L. O. ~;hy no ovidenco? (Soe Dietz Cal;aloguo , paee 165) 
I .further note th -lolly Spl"ir'"Qs is 'i5 _.iles S . !I . of e phis on direct 
1 a , but it '\ s furt} er by 1:' 1l;t the sixties. It as at this point 
that Gr nt .d a ost unfortunate ex orlanco n~ tho hands of Van Dorn 
1n Dec . 1862. e phis ias in Feder 1 hnnd after J,me 1862. 

11 Cover . I d ubt if len dd much more than 
hat this ';";c-o.a.v-c-r~'\'"'h';';'o-I~-o~n~l""'t""s f c . I su po 0 you hnve £l. copy of 
hcnfiol '13 articlo in i . F . of Jul 1 56 . It is the b at article that 

h s ppea ... ed in p 1 t on the 'x reC'!B 11. The "Chic uga" was an 
arr.i!y pont rk and e n sm, .. t of J.a ~ -shift ff ir e Perh ps the Nov. 
14_ lOGv was applied t th S l'l!e ti. e . I have no record of this 
d tedc.anccl, t it looks s though it .ight have been circular mark
ing ",1th an outer ring and applied t the SarlO tine as the crude 
II Chic ug. II 

Earl Antrim. h an p .... oss· 11 fro the s mG "J . F . Iiolt" 
strange to rel te , on tho so. e ty e of U. S . 

op . It h s n n.- ir of th 20r, roen but i Qddrcs~ed 
to lip, s IJell lkinson - J .t gordo Co . , Caney p . O. - Tex - Thore 
i ntagorda, Tex. l' post rk of pr 6 indic tine tho. L' the 0 was 
10. tor the yours in 1864. '0 ,'ere never bie to dec1r>hor the pont nark 
tl t c nce1ed tho 1l 11' but after seo u YOU1' cov~. fa 1 rathol" cer-
tain tl t it "~eri un , iss . U There as 10 othel" evidenco of 
origin; If yo I u11 try n locnt photocraph and send it 
to you. 

Of course t a 
don't B ~, up o.t uctl0 

high s thiG one. Pcrhnp 
o ronl phil tel c 

tho past . I va little 
ony '~OB erG . 

ry c! rcc ud they 
selling 

t rnthol" this 
r t 0 cheap in 

t llln 



J4. Yr. Eben D. Finney, ~ov . 8, 1949. 

obtained a lot of intercstin ip..for tion reou:'d1ng some of 
h is covers - und also, on several occao ions it ViaS thewu 1B 

or bringing so evaluable .rtter 10.1 to him thru contncts made 
in that nnor. 

\ 1th best lishes -

Cordially yours, 

.~ 



The following is a copy of the letter enclosed in the E.D.Finney cover 
liMa Is 05U pended" 

and addressed to Holly Springs, Miss. to Miss Diana Holland. 

Miss Diana Holland 
Holly Springs, Miss . 

Dear Cousin: 

---- .. ----
~'" 

365 Fourth st. New York 
Thursday night -
19th Nov. 1863. 

Although we have never met, I imagine you know me as the youngest 
son of the old Consul at Liverpool, and thus a first cousin of your 
mother. My sister, who has been in England since May last arrived today 
by the steamer "Persia," safe and in good health. 

But my object in writing to you is in relation to your cousin, 
Lieut. John M. l.aaury, who was supposed to have been drovmed, but latterly 
has been supposed to be still alive. We have ascertained from himself that 
the Lieut. Maury captured b.l the Fed' 1 Col. Lindsay and confined in the " 
Penitentiary at Alton was not Johnny, but James Fontaine Maury, a son of 
the judge at Port Gibson, Miss. He is now a prisoner at Johnson's Island, 
Sandusky, where he has been in correspondence with John Walker Maury at 
Washington who had a second letter from him yesterday, and Mrs. Field saw 
a letter from him in Uarch to a Lady in St. Louis, when he was confined at 
Alton. Thus 2 of the 3 reasons for supposing Johnny was not drowned, as 
Dabney at first believed, are completely demolished, and there is only one 
left, viz, the reported conversation or short communication (which his 
father says was made in March last) to a lady at La Grange, as he was 
passing thro' that place and which some how reached you, and by you was 
communicated to Dabney, who sent your brother Dick up to expressly sift 
it out and with authority to obtain a flag of truce for the purpose; but 
Dick, as I understand, proceeded no further than Holly Springs and re
turned to Dabney without having accomplished anything whatever towards 
the object of his mission. According to what Dabney told Mrs. Arnold in 
!.~obile (who is now settled in St. Louis) your report to him was as 
follows - "As a file of prisoners was passing thru the street at La Grange 
one of them stepped aside and said to a lady who was looking on - 'My 
name is John Maury - I am a son of Capt. Maury of the Navy; My friends 

- suppose I am drowned.' He bad not time to say anything more, before he 
had to fall into line and march on. II This story seems very straight but 
is it true? We have never heard who this Lady was, that is, her name. 
She seems to have been at utter stranger to Johnnie and for aught we 
know, to yourself also. We know not how many links it passed thro ere 
it reached you; but presume it was not a direct communication from her to 
you, and if so it is all important that.you should trace it to the foun
tain head. We know that Johnny was captured whilst on a visit to Holly 
Springs, some months before, say about October '62. May he not have then 
spoken as reported to this Lady, and the words, "My friends suppose I am 
drOimed" have been? on' ere it reached you? 

I would suppose there is no longer any serious impediment to 
intercourse between Holly Sprmgs and La Grange. Do try; I pray you, to 
verify the correctness of this story, and write both to Richard C.Ludlow 
St. Louis and to me in order to terminate one way or the other the 
agonising suspense of Johnny's pi rents - Yrs truly 

RUTSON MAURY 
If you answer this letter please be as exact as possible as to both 
names and dates. 
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Mr. stanley Ashbrook, (2) • Nov. 23rd, 1949. 

I am trying to get together a questionnaire concerning various 
opinions about Confederates, and have it ready to send out about 
the time of Perry's sale. To you it may seem a little bit elemen
tary, but I believe that the concensus will ~urnish the material~ 
~or a ~ine publicity article on Con~ederates,- which, inCidentally, 
several o~ the stamp publications have intimated that they would 
run ~or us. It will be the type o~ interesting information that 
is intended to appeal to the collector of U.S. perhaps, who as yet 
has not taken much o~ an interest in the Confederate issues. I will 
send it on to you as soon as it is ready. MY purpose is to ask all 
of the serious Confed. collectors to ~ill in the answers, as they 
see it, and then I can strike certain averages and percentages 
from the final result. Also we will get a cross section of opinion 
on quite a few interesting matters, and it may surprise even you 
as to the status o~ certain issues and markings, and certain types 
of covers. Some times the persons who are closest to a situation 
are so used to looking at it from the same view point that they 
accept the traditional without question. I may not prove a thing,
and indeed, I am not trying to prove anything,- merely trying to 
cut a cross-section through the Confederate collector's mind. 

The thing that suggested this whole business to me was the fact 
that in the seven other fine confed. collections which were on ex
hibit up at Stamp ex , there actually wasn't a single copy or cover 
o~ the IO¢ rose or of the rose-carmine, which I woUld even consider 
for a moment as being worthy of a place in my albums. I am not 
being snooty, and doubtless most o~ these collections had sUcnLitems 
which they did not show,- but none-the-less, they weren't there 1 
All of which leads me to believe that that particular issue is a 
darn-sight more uncommon than most o~ us believe. Also, the largest 
piece of unused rose stamps that I know of is a block of four,- and 
I know of only three of these. The tnl{ plate imprint that I know 
of,- and it is the one that is illus ra ed in Dietz's large History 
of the Confederate Post Office,- is the strip of three with imprint, 
which I bought from the Needham collection, through Costales. 
I know that we think of the rose lO¢ as being rare,- but just how 
rare is it? If I follow that line of reasoning on all o~ the-
various issues, and get the cross-section of collector's opinion, 
I believe that it will be very interesting, don't you? 

I am enclosing postage which I made you furnish on the last lot 
of st~f, and you really ought to bill me for the time it took you 
to knock out that letter, and for all of the effort it took to look 
up the collateral material. I ~ it. Send me a statement. 

Best Regards, $. ~ VL~~' JC....r~ 



___ a 0 ~----_~ _ _ 
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COVER 1i~193B - ~lht . Ol1V . BC.:1lc Notes . Re,to t o Vr.1p" rc.isl) , Chil o in 
1878. 5 \; Blue rJ:o.710l~ ; pIu.s t··.' ·! 10 ~ Cont inont r:.l. St r.l~lpS tiod by 
purp10 cork. Prico <,12? 50. 

conR #194A - j:,rht. cnv. B- :':1: ;-otos. 5 ¢ Tn.:llor • From Noy! Orlo tins to 
Pr:.ris, Frcmco ,in 1877. Prico .' 5.0'b . 

COV7~ 1(194B - ~~'ht . onv . 5 ¢ '.r".~,-lor . Fron Ncr'! Y Cll~k in 1881 t o London. 
prico ',5.00. 

COV:8R ) 195A - -.Tht. onv . u ith i11uotr:.tiol1 o f hotel. H.S. of throo. 
l¢ ~879. C~_co1od by pur~lo Pl~ttGburgh, N.Y. Sop. 6, 1879. 
Prico ~.)5 . 00. 

COV~l-t } 195B - Bluo env. with busi!lGSS cornor card. lyJ 1879. A 
sup orb sL1€;lo . 'rioo. by blue p.ostm~-.rk of';DurhrDvill c , N.Y. Sop. 29, 
1881. " Prico ~,,3 . 50 . 

COVTJR 7)196 - YI..- ll o\"!-buff onv . I'FRAUDULJi1'TT-D::-:;LI~RY PROHIBITED BY 
ORDER OF TJ:E Posr.r·~j'-STER GEl'f:GRAL.11 Rogistl-rod l ottc.r of April 1879, 
'.lith bluG ,Jv~'-.l poct offico I1':. l~king ~~s abovo. lOy; plus h • .9~'.ir of 3¢. 
Fron Scott :S~:r , C[:lif. AddrcsDcd to N ,]1.'1 York. Prico ~:) 10.00. 

COv::;R i:?197A. - ifht. onv. To St, Hclcno. in Octob~r 1880. ABCrico.n 
prints. SL:lgl 0 30(t; plUG h.pn.ir 10\; ; pluo ll.pc.ir 2¢ VOTI.liliol1 -
tot< 1 5t.::~ • . ..:"rOl"l NCM Bodford, flcGs. Prico ,30.00. 

COV:;i!R } 197B - Wht . Ol1V. to st. Helene.. in 1881. Americn.n prints. 
Single 30~; plUG 10~; plus 10 ~; plus h.pc.ir 2¢ Varnili on - toto.l 54¢. 
FroLl Non Bodford, Nc..Gs . }?ob . 1, 1881. Prico ~.J 30.00. 

COV:~£t 71198 - ~nlt. cnv. Rogistered He il. :From Pekin, N.Y. ,Scpo 24, 
1889. 7hroo v c r:c fine copio~ 0: the ~~ Jc..ckson. Price ( 10.00. 

COV:;R ,,=198B - f.::¢ Green U. S . ~nv . ; 'plus t\'!O h.pc.. irs of the 4y; 
J 8. clcson C ~.r::-Ji"lC . A rtogist.)ror. l .. ;ctcr to Germc.ny. Prico ",15.00. 

COV=~::=t i/1 99A - Blue 0!1V. ~jitll :)rinted ClddrosG to Nr;YI Yor~,: city. Very 
fine h . s . 0:1.' t~rco of tho ,~~ J r.clwon Co.rnino. :fror1- 01ympi ::.'" Yhsh. 
July 2 , 1890. Price r,15. 00. 

COV2..>.t =199B - Y,')llo" CEV. sl.lO\'linr~ 5~ ; r C'.te to Pruss ic.. •. ~~ J C'.ckson 
C".lTI.l:le; ~)lus l~: blue. From ITCi"J Ynrl':. Price ',10.00. 

-~ 





0.' I ~l _. 

COVER 1?193B - -~mt . env . Bc,:1l-c Notos. Re,to to Vi'.lpc .. rt'.iso, Chilo in 
18'78. 5\J Bluo r1'o.:ll or; p luG t1.P-) 10 ~ Cont inontn1. StC'l-,lPS tiod by 
purpl o cork . Prico ~·jl2~50. 

COVER #194A - '·'Tht . onv. B;1.nl~ Notos. 5 Ii rj;;-.:-lor. Ji'roFl Non Orlo ems to 
Peris , Fro.nco ,in 1877. Prico ~ 5.00. 

COVF.R ~~194B - "Vv11t . onv . 
Prico .~5 . 00. 

5¢ 'l'r-.yl or . Fr on Ncr-! York in 1881 t o London. 

COVGR } 195A - -Jl\t. onv . yJith illuGtr :~tion of hotol. nOls, of throo. 
l¢ 1879. C·-'..l1coled b~T pur1)1 0 Pl ; .ttnburgh, N.Y. Sep. 6, 18'79. 
Prico ::?5 . 00. 

COVErt } 195B - Blue on'l. wi tll business cornor c urd. 19; 1879. A 
sUP9rb sL1g1o. ir i od by bluo ]?oGtmc-.rl{ ofnDurhrD'lillo, N.Y. Sop. 29, 
1881. " Prico f,,3 . 50 . 

COVP'...R i/~l 96 - Y,-' llow-buff onv . IIFRl-l.UDULENT-DELIVERY PROHIBITED BY 
ORDER all' T:trE POS'l'10\.ST3R GEN:CRAL. I1 Rogist e rod l otte r of April 1879, ~ 
'.lith bluG ovc.l post offico I1rcl'king a s a.bovo, lO¢ plus h.:9 <:' ir of 3\~. 
FrOr1 Scott B;.:r , Co.lif. Addrcssca to Nov.J York, Prico ~rlO.OO. 

COV~ j:~1 97A - '.iht ~ on'l. To st. Holenet in Octobor 1880. AI,lcricetn 
prints. S1:1g1e 30rt; plus h.petir 10~; plus ll.pc'cir 2¢ VOTniliol1 -
t otal 5('~ • .i!' r on NoH Bodford, Ec..Gs . Price .i30.c1t). 

COV:;£R ) 197B - i'.Jl1t. onv. tQ st. Helone. in 1881. AInori~o.n prints. 
Sing10 30~; p lUG 10 ~ ; plus 10~;; plus h.pcir 2\t Vcrnilion - total 54¢. 
FroI! ,tirOYl Bodford, Ne.ss . Fob. 1, 1881. Prico ~?30.00. 

cOV:::::rt i~!198 - Hht. onv. Rogister od HLil. z ron Pok in, N.Y. Scpo 24, 
1889 . Tl1roo vcr:' fino c op i os of tho (\£ J o. cksol1. Prico '.110.00. 

CO\GR 7>1 98B - ~¢ GroonU. S . Gnv.;plus t1.'tO h .p2. irs of tho 4Y: 
J o.. ckson Ce.r.::J.i ne . A Rogist -:;r00. l _;ttoj' to Germe.ny. Prico ~·) 15.00 • • 
covs::=t i/1 S9A ,- Bluo '-in'l . uitll l)rintod n.dc1rosG to Nr;u York City, Vory 
fino h . s . of throo of tho ,~~, JC'.ckson C['.rnino. :;:Pr oFl Olym.pic" 'VIQsh. 
July 2 , 1890. Prico ,15 .00. 

COUR ) 1 99B - Ycllo" OEV . 811ouinr~ 5\,: r C.to t o PruGs!, .• <C¢ J o..ckson 
Cc-. rmino; plus 1\: bluo . From Nen Ynrk . Prico ",10.00. 
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COVER )~fl 93B - t.Jht. env. B('.:1k Not es . R(-,t e t o \[. ,lpc.rc.. is0, Chi 1 0 in 
1878. 5 Y: Bluo '1.I;:\"710r; pluG -L;' ,' .' 10 ~ C ")n ~~ i Ilo l1t [',l. StrJilp S tiod by 
purplo cork. Price (,1 2 9 50. 

COVER (f194A - ;:'Tht. onv. B,-',nk Notos. 5 ¢ T~ ..... ::.-lor. Fr ml Non Orlo ans to 
Pc..ris, Fr anco,in 18 77. Prico ~ 5.00. 

COV7..R ,:~194B - '..lht. Cl1V. 5 ¢ 'l· r~~,-1 0r. Fron New Yorlc in 1881 to London. 
Prico '~5.00. 

COV~R ) 195A - '.lht. O!1V. ui th illuGtrc~ti on of h otol. H.S. 0-';: throo. 
l ¢ 1879. C2.11ce1od by puri:l 0 PI ~,tt Gburgh, N.Y. Sop. 6, 18'79. 
I )rico ~:? !5. 00. 

COV~R ) 195B - Blue cnv. witl.l busines s cornor c urd. ly; lS79. A 
superb si tig l c . ':Ci od by b1uQ p o stm;-,r k of OIDurhrnvil1 e , N.Y. S op. 2~, 
1881. " Prico :;,3 .50. 

COV}i'~ ))1 96 - YI.: lloH-buff onv. IiFRAUDULJ:JITT-D~LI~RY PROHIBITED BY 
ORDER OF T3E P OS'!.lIi!I.BTER GENERAL. Ii Rogiot e; rod l ott er of April 18'79, 
,lith blue oV~'.l pO Gt offico B".. rking a s abovo. lOY; plus h. ix-,ir of 3~. 
Fro::l Sc ott Bc.r, Ce,lif. Addreo Dcd to N o','! York. prico ~:llo.bo. 

COV .:ill ;:f19'7A - 'lht. env. To St. He l e na in Octob~ r lS80. AHc rican 
prints. S i~glo 30 ¢ ; pluD h.pa ir 10~; pluG h.p~ ir 2¢ VOJ~rilion -
toted 5 t1~ . Jj'ron N OH Bodford, EC8S. Prico ,.30.00. 

COYER ;/19'7B - Vht. onv. to st. Holone. in 1881. AmoricCtl1 prints. 
Singl o 30~; pluG 10 ~ ; plus 10~; ; plus h.pc. ir 2 ~t Vcrnilion - total 549. 
Fr oE NCi."J B~dford, t:1c..8s . Job. 1, 1881. Prico ~ .>30.00. 

COv:::;:;:t 7/198 - 'J11t. C:lV. Rogistor od He il. ::TroT.l Pokin, N.Y. Scpo 2~, 
1889. Thr oo vcr~ ' fine c opios 0f tho ( ¢ J a ckson. Prico r 10.00. 

C Ov:.~R !,;19SB - '-= ¢ Greon U. S . "nv. ;"plus t"JQ h.pc:irs of tho 4 \~ 
J c. ck s on CCI'Y:1i:"..e . A :rtogi s t .:; r oC: l . ..; ttel' to GOTImny. Prico <1.5.00. 

con]={ j,~lS9A - Blue vnv. 'Ii tll :'Tintod nctdross to NnY! Yor~;: City Vory 
f i no h . s . of t 11r oe of t ho ,~ (. J Lcl'son Co.rnino. FrOT'l Olympi :::. , Yhsh. 
J u l y 2 , 1890. Prico f 15 .00. ' 

COv::::."i-t i1 99B - Ycllo"l. CEV. SllO'\'li n.~ 5 ~; r C'.t o t o Prussic. • .rc~ J c.ckson 
C ~.rITlino; ~)lus l~: blu e. From .f!o'\', Ynrlc. Prico )10.00. 
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TELEPHONE 

CORTLANDT 7-5536 

MEMBER 
AME RICAN AIR MAIL SOCIETY 

AMERICAN PHILATELIC SOCIETY 

AMERICAN STAMP DEALERS ASSN. 

ASSOC . STAMP EXHIBITIONS 

SOC . PHILATELIC AMERICANS 

BROOKLYN STAMP SOCIETY 

BUREAU ISSUES ASSN . 

COLLECTORS CLUB, N . Y. 

N . Y . PH I LATELIC SOCIETY 

EUGENE N. COSTALES 
POSTAGE STAMPS FOR COLLECTORS 

99 NASSAU STREET 
NEW YORK 7 . N. Y . 

November 10, 1949 

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook 
33 No. Ft. Thomas Ave. 
Fort Thomas, Ky. 

Dear Stan: 

The three enclosed items are from a collec
tion of stamps that has been submitted to me for dis
posal in one of my auction sales. I told the owner 
that the cancellation on the 90c 1857 did not look 
good to me, and I also told him that I did not like 
the two covers. 

It would seem to me that on the cover bear
ing the 90c 1861 that the 3c was added at some later 
date and the cancellation drawn in with a substance 
that looks like crayon. 

He asked me to submit the three items for 
your opinion, and I trust you will let me have your 
report as soon as conveniently possible, together with 
a bill for your services. 

ENC:fk 
encls. 

Meanwhile, with kindest personal regards, 

Yours very truly, 

~~ 
KJGmm N. COSTALES 

.~ 



Uov. 14, 1. 49. 

~r . El one • Costnloo, 
99 nassau ot ., 

te J ork '7, 1 .Y. 

DonI' Gone: 

·10 0 itl tho t::o covers and the off cover 90~ 18)0 S 
P""l"l yours of tho loth. 

90j 1061 covor . The 11 rkineB • hor1 that the original rate 
on this cover inS Cl .00 and not 96(,. Tho akers, in ny inr'tnnceB 
ta.ka the -credit f urea (b1 t if' co.. '9S" us the total rate) ... 
:rh:tch iVa<:l evi ('..ntly done in thi s ca. e. The rnte nt this period to 

lIoi'll) Kong, uV1 1. .iars illes tl t B s follows: 

I his let tel' ont by n Ctmar'd steru:ler, hence our share of the .. 1.06 
w . only lO¢, (2 x 5) and the British share "laB 96¢', hence the 96 
credit. Of th So¢' he British Cr' dit d 24¢' for the cal'riaee across 

, Franca Iro Calais to J seille. 

By guAss is thn:t tJ 0 :got originated on tho cover and that 
t e othor stamps ere t .. 70 3~ a.nd n lO¢,. I have r cord 0.1' other 
S1ith rcher oov rs and tlO vl.OS r tos ro g,ner 11"1 frankod in 
that r .mer. 

I om enclOSing a photouraph of covor that originally be
Ion ed to steve Bro':7n - It :7ont to nrold Brook and I sold ~.t to a 
friend of mine 1 st spring. You uill note that the f t lpS have a 
si.1lar encircled He il York st r killer. 1. do not rec 111 tho exact 
y (r date of u'"'e of thi" cover b It I have it in my riles sa eV'here - r~'1 d~ 
I ather 1 noglne that it 'I A • 26 leC \ horeas rourr. i January Diary-
1865. Tho broml pencil "2" in en e oval" g oz. but not ax-
e edine 1 07.., honc 1.06. 

eyes 
S 0 
uine 
see 
the 

1 old th10 cover l.gn1nst ~ood 11Eht 0 t 10 level ··I.ith the 
nd note the "red rk1nGc" on th. 3¢' and 2~. fry 1 P don t t 
uch rog rd1nr; tho "tie" of t e QOrt except th t it Upp~t ~:3 gen-

and sham that th<H'e HlS .pac to the 10ft - in fact, you can 
here the 'tie" overln.Jped t 10 l~rS of the f t P that occupied 

sp ce to lefft. 

.30¢' IB69 co or. e have V(H"Y 11ttl to go on here. I do 
not think tn £ the baCk post r{s have been ltered as to year use, 
hence this use rns undoubtedly UOH York "Jan. 1 18'70" - On that date 
tho r t e to S tit orland - thru • n.;.Jlnnd - as 15¢ po r ~. o'lUlce, so 
thi could have been over the ?t OZ. - Further, my lamp doos not s' ow 

th suspicious about the tltie" or the blnck ink - the 011 stains 



12. lr . Eugene r . Costales , Nov . 14, 1949. 

around the block tic on the cov.r appenl" "need" and gen ine - The 
grill as regist 'red on the back lines up exactly 'lit 1 t 10 grill 
on tho face - Inns nch fiS I cannot find lln:rthing suspicions I e 
liove that t h is stru p originated on "his cover - that i .... ny opinion. 

90t 18'0 single - .·he e is V01'Y 11' ;10 to go on here , but 
1 sO.,le respec"ts it looks like th't old fake Phil adelphia pont al"'k 
thf t 3i gel' lsed to use - Do you ree .ber it? A good friend of ours 
used to send Sanl' penco.nceled l¢ 1851' sand ho ;onld re ove the pon 

rks and apply his "Philndelp.l!1 JUTJ 1311 
- It ;as always "JUL 13" -

. h n I Bee thnt onth and day loS I can al ost be su''''o th t S 
appll d it. In so e r,npects this looks a bit like "JUL 13" - ihat 
do you think? 

Back ~n FebrUll~ 19 5 a n by the n ~ of R. L. Wel ot sent 
90¢ 1860 - off cov,!' copy ~ith a Philadelphia cancel - 1 did not 
a photo of the sta p, 11e co h ve no ,\lay of determining 'bether 

th is the S .0 copy or not - perhaps it ~ms not fiR I lllU. t have been 
:f "!orably i pressed I ith his copy becUll13C I irote him fl ... 1'ollo17s: ~ 

"90 hile I am not absolutely sure I 1 inclined to believe 
t at 1; e cancelation is f~enu1no . I _cally do not know if there is 
actually any y to bo positive bout such n. th~t.ng. I do kno ;7 th t 
t e European crooks in PRSt yem"s ada exact irJitations of ny of 
our po. tal rkirt ~s , and .e hEld one in new Yor'~ \'7ho used e. fnked 
post r of lInd lp in on ny copies of the 90t lU60. I can eenerally 
tell his ~ork , if the strike is plain o.ough ns he novor chaneed the 
month and. d • he red initia.ls on the buck of your copy probab1'" n!l."'O 
an indication th! t the !" tamp C 0 f1'10 l!. ropo. This could thc .. 'ofore 

ann t'lO thi ' s . no 'evo_ , as at ted above I a inolin el , after casunl 
eX3.1~:tnat on , to be f the opi ~_on th t the copy is genuine . " 

Gone , this exa _lution 1s for you, t.hore is no fee ~·ha.t-
no vel', bn.t if it 1s 1' 01" a collector the foe 1s {'7 . 50. Understand 
not e penn out 0 your pockot . 

, th host 1 sl os -

Cor 1 .. '1 your , 
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November 16, 1949 

Colonel Stanley Ashbrook 
33 North Fort Thomas Ave., 
Fort Toomas, Kentucky 

Dear Colonel Ashbrook, 

From: Gordon B1euler 
2115 Barberry Drive 
Dallas 11, Texas. 

C.S.A. #449 

I an enclosing for your examination and Opinion two very 
interesting Confederate covers that have been submitted to me. 
I thought you would like to look over these items as they are 
quite unusual. 

I an particularly puzzled about this cover with the 2 cent 
green, showing Lynchburg, Va. cancel, to M- Mills and apparently 
forwarded to Dunie, Va. Could the "Manuscript 49" on the stamp 
be a box number and indicate the additional. postage necessary 
was charged to the person owning the box? What information can 
you give me regarding the uaage of this item? 

Don't you think this combination cover with the 'ITen" Sld 
10 cents is rather unusual? Any infonnation you can give me 
on these covers will certainly be appreciated. 

I an enclosing postage for return registration. If I owe 
you anything additional for looking these covers over, don't 
hesitate to let me know. 

Very truly yours, 

• 



l.~ . Gor on Bleuler, 
2115 Btu'berl\. Drive , 

Dallas, T A S . 

Nov. 10" 1949'. 

I!erew1th the t:o covers as pcr yours of the 16th. 

Regurding th J 2 { G1'e,n covnI' from IJynchbllrg. I doubt 
very much if t .. 0 POI notaL ior.ll on tl , <::! tnnp and cover }w va any 
postal s1grilficance. ~ho eniTolope does n. t appenr to have been 
s led, hence _ munt have' con n ci-"culn~ _"nte rom r,ynchbur , 
and t first ndc1ressed to lIVil"cinin . 11 .. a" and laterJ ~f "'n Gd 
to "Di a ills . IT T!lOro woro poe offices those 11 os i 1 
Buck1ngh Co . Va. nt thn.t, cl':cci. Th, '~Lynchb'lt gfl and other 
pen arl:lngs have beon nppl 0 after tho lotter hud b een received 
by the di.."ossee . Ino 1dontully, thi covor 1m2 bee kno ~ or 
many year as it .. If ~ in the Seybold snln of' 1910 - Lot 4 5 . and 
sol or tho 81 11 S of r < .50. 

Th oth I' cover is a r th(H: nUBua1 combination. It 
i n dod" cover. Thore:1 no evidonce of its original 
ori8in, c seems rather odd. It !Jas " 0 ·m· dadll fro· Hi hr!onu 
t o the cOlmty seat of Fr.nnklin Co •• (llockY 0 with the "'1'.2:H. " 
T as probably fro R soldier and placed in the army mail , 
hOIce no p .O. of' orl ill. ae. ers of' tho a ad f o"cos, very fre 
quentl did nob avail he selves of the priviloge of so ding 
tbeir mail collect. 

In op1ni0, both 0 t. so covers re 6enutno . 

I have o_e very choice Conred r t covers ~)_ sale 
and Ul be glad to su1n1t n fou· u auld like to '(. r the • 

There is no fee for tho bovo. 

inco ly yours , 



~[S!AMPS FOR COLLECTORS II? 

BALTIMORE LIFE BLDG. BALTIMORE-I, MD. 

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook 
33 North Fort Thomas Avenue 
Fort Thomas, Ky. 

Dear Stanley: 

November 17, 1949 

I have had much interest manifested in the lOc 
Charleston Provisional in the Peters sale, and I have had 
some one raise the question as to the authenticity of this 
item, stating that you coulQ never be sure of a cover of 
which only one existed. 

This came from an original find made by Dr. Peters 
and I have some "here in his boxes of material, a letter from 
the lady who was either a daughter or grand-daughter of 
Mr. Norris, here Dr. Peters had hTitten her and asked if it 
was possible for her to find the enclosures for this particular 
letter, and she stated that at the time she haa gone through 
this correspondence she had destroyed all letters that ~ere 
not a part of the envelope. 

There is scattered throughout the sale, numerous 
Confederate items fromthis find, and I selected several covers 
which I included rith lot #212. 

I san La~Tence Shenfield yesterday ana whi~e at the 
time we .ere aiscussing the particular item, he had never seen 
the cover and I had. a.lreaay pacKed mJi grip, ;y:et he said It ell, 
JOu know hOn some of the greatest fakes have been planted in 
correspondence, ana ·here there is only one of a thing in 
existence, there can altaJis be such a feeling lt • 

The thing that makes me mad , the very fellow who 
is .hispering around. about the possibility that this may not 
be gooo, is going to be one of the main contenders in bidding 
for this item, ana I think that he feels that he might scare off 
most of t e competition. 

There is no question in my mind but that this was a 
genuine untouchea fina IDaQe bJi Dr. Peters in South Carolina as 
the corresponaence that ne had "\ ith this laay v. ould inaicate. 



~il STAMPS FOR COLLECTORS II§=: 

BALTIMORE LIFE BLDG. BALTIMORE -I, MD. 

November 17, 1949 

-2-

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbroo~ 

I have two requests on my desk nov. from people that 
want me to send this cover on for inspection, but before doing 
so I wanted you to see it, as I have more confidence in your 
opinion than anyone else that I can mention. 

I have had a very nice reception wherever I have 
shown the rna teric.l , and look forward to a good sale, and I 
hope that you may find it possible to attend. If, however , 
you cannot do so, and thEre are any items that ;you want to 
bid on, I assure you I will handle them in the best manner 
possible. 

Lot #212 enclosed 

InsurEd to destination. 



1 r. Pm ry H ... Fuller , 
Bal ti. ore TJifo Bld~ ., 

Balt1 oro 1, 1 d. 

Denr Pe l'Y: 

"ov. 19, 1949. 

Here\:it!:l the Confoderate G urloston 10,£ POBtmn~ter 
Frovisionnl "lith dato of "Jul 11" i'ror.J. the colloctio~ of t 16 
late Dr. Don P tors of Lynch -"g , touothor \lith tho 0 -her 
covors 0 the (Torr1o) correspondence. 

lox' lined this cover :;hen I visited L chb g in tho 
fall of 19('1.5 and I navel" quost io~ ad t lG covel'" at th t time, 0" 

sinco. I h va no doubt fit nl' t1 t the co or :tn pr!'octly cenu
ino : n ev\)ry .. ·esp~ct nnd cannot '1 Ct.: e \711" it is not listed ns 
11 go ui e Confoderate Charlosto, . C. Post ~nstol' Prov1 iO"l£11 in 
the l>COtt CatH.loguo. 

Dr. Don Pctorr ,; s a 6entlcum of tho h Most ity 
1 18 3tutonont tl 'l t he bt( 11 d hif~ COVEn" in l "..£' "th t h 

Iti~.de, en not bo quontioned. The 0'''0 auegost.10 th It t .1' 
ght have boe! ".f1xod" ant " In. ted ll 1. not \101'lthy 

considorntion, in v('ry hurililo 0 ~ ion. 

There nre 11 nUllber of 1tCIlS listed in tho S. .L)e th 4"1:; 
11 va no J.€I81ti! to eXCU:3G for rccogn!l.tion, for oxn .plo, the dis
C'lc 1tad " J?O 11or}s G-' VUl~G of 18 .1" but here is ( _nstnnco \ther. 
0. legitlI1 ,to ita'l that 81 QuId "0 _ st d h lS not )0 n, and yot it 
is us l"nro, so !'nr nn \10 0.1'0 0. 7aro, ns the f ned Bz-it1 h Guiuna, 
of only one copy ib :nO\m . 

You lflVO ., pm'" lasion to uno t i ~ lett r in G.l y \ 0.'1 
too t yo 1 dosi:L'e . 

ith OVCH-OY ood. \-l!sh, I 



, 

c.c. Mr. Ashbrook 
Mr. &tacBride 

Dollnf)', Clifford & Shenficld, 1m .. , 350 Fifth Avenut, New York 1,,, .... 

Dear r. uller: 

ob rv 

(1) Fro 
the 

(J) 

(5) 

( ) 

I 

November t Ot ty-third 
1 9 4 9 

130 Quch fo 

10 ee 

of' 
th 

ark to you 11. e.k seo th t 
~ot an expression 

h ve hea.rd -- one knOf;n 
Scott oesll't 1st h. 

Oy ort~ity to examine the 
ith ti e supjlorting ne\\s of covers 
I h v never heard anyone sa}' that 

i ouct on tili cover. 
EI." doctored 

ened ... 0 tb :to t hone t co -

of th cover disclose o € intere t1ng 

it he lO¢ ad lioin 

018.11 to i 1de!1tic 1 on th lO~ 

to be don rr.y th same de igner who 

Charleeto euve10 e • L~e 

id 1 tic 
nd e 

1e 



Doherty, Clifford & Shenfield, Inc .• 350 Fifth Avenue, New 1 or'k l~ N. 1~ 

-2-

These coneideration are side from the bsolute validity 
0' the envelope n the hole correspondenoe itself. Ihe only 
1'e 1 difference bet een the 5¢ nd 10¢ L in the ink -- tLe 10; 
sho in brighter blue ith a gl~ e hile the 5t is printed in a 
du ink. 

Ho ever, sed '~on th hove poin ta, it i, Y opinion 
th~t ven ough only one copy is Kno~n this t p and the 
cover ro -eauine. I can find no trace of mperin~ "ith the 
cover nd the r te of course lO¢ for ny distance alter July 1st, 
1862 i correct. Therefore, I gree dt.h air . A~hbrook and! sug-
ewt th t hoeve buys thi cover makes request to Scott to lift it. 

in .U. ·. 

'r. Perry • Ful er 
B iti ore Lif Bldg. 

lti ore , ryland 

Cordia 1'1 yours, 

.~ 



V un Dyk .. _ h. d.E 

Mr. Lawrence L. Shenfield, 
350 Fifth Avenue, 

~ew York 1, N. Y. 

Dear .i.Jarry: 

74 
Nl:<wwk~N .. '" 

Decenber 1st, 1949. 

This is ln reference t~ the co_y you sent me of 
your letter of November 23rd to Perry Fuller, in regard to the lOt Char
leston, S.C. Provisi~nal envelope. In it you also referred to a letter 
you have received from Stanley Ashbrook on the subject, which letter how
ever, I have not seen. 

I think that the ar lysis which ypu give in yo~r 
letter is entirely 10 lcal, and while the cover in question w~s not sub
!.ltted to me for carefLl study, from vhat I have seen of it and from what 
you say about it, I think it ay well be geruine. Nevertheless and for 
the record, and as a member of the Authentication Committee, I do feel 
that I want to make the follo;ing pOint. 

The cover was ap parently ostmarked at Charleston 
,on July 11th of 1862 which is most unusual, if not unique , late use for a 

onfederate P •• Provisional. To the best of my recollection I have never 
seen a Confederate . M.Provis onal usea after the General Issue adhesive 
stam. s were issued, ithout one or more of those stamps ~ut on and can
celled. Handstamped Paids, - yes. I have seen them usee in each year in
cluding 1864, - usually fr .:>m westBrn pOints such as Texas, or the smaller 
towns where they &)parently ran out of the adhesive St&lli~S. But, P.M. 
rrovisionals, - NO! And , I think it a most 1m ossible lor the large city 
of Ch~rleston, S.~. to have run out of stamps in July 1862, which was less 
than nine months after they Viere first issued, and bile su~ lies were cer
tainly plentiful. 

That forms t he as s for the only douot I have for 
the genuineness of this envelope, and it ay be more thah outweighed by its 
collateral ood points. A ossiole uess would be that t~is one just 
"slipped through" the Charleston post office, and was thereafter accepted 
by any others it passe through on its route. But is is a strange thing 
tha t a pparent l y only t his one e. tire s'lrvi ved, and I think we,- would all be 
more comfortable about authenticating &nc listing it, if others could be 
located. As I understand it, a iece showing t li s design is owned by Capt. 
Usticke, and if arren Co son has a com~lete one, as I have heard, it might 
be well to Obtain and examine it. 

Sincere y yours, 

a:: IRK 

c.c.:S.B.Ashbrook 



Or . Van Dyk LacBrlde, 
?44 Broad st., 

!fm1Rrk 2, J. ,r . 

Deal" :ac: 

ST ANLfY B. ASHBROOK 
33 N. !=t. Thomas Ave. 

Fort Thomas, Ky. 
Doc . 3 , 1949. 

Re - your letter to Larry datod the 1st In.refJrence 
to tl e Charleston covers - (p.r . P . lO~) - in the Peters snle . 
You probably got the i Jpresslon tlw.t this COV(n" laf submitted 
to t 0 C . ~ . A . Co lttee by Perry Fuller flnd that you lere n ot 
consulted. I mnt to assure you Unc thnt such vms not the case . 

Perry is an old friend of m:tne nnd he sent the COV'7r 

to e so that I could aka n photo of it for my files . He did 
not sk for an opinion but he stated 'Ghat the cover had been 
"questioned." I v'rote him letter rogardine what I thought of 
it nnd 8D.ve him p mission to use nry letter in any "Ill.y 11e SnYI fit • 

. Inasmuch as 11e hnd evidently discussed the cover .11th Larry he 
sent ny letter to hi and I nuppono Larryt s cO'J.1Ilont ;taS in l'·eply. 

Tho nao of this covor in July 1862 does not necessnrily 
indicate ti.1A.t the Charleston P . o. as out of st }.)8 , which p::-o
bably ;as not the C{~S e, t rut hor n late us e or a p. 14 . p. of v;hich 
co ptu'ative1y row -ore issued. This is tl e only one of iThich I 
have actual knoVlled[;e. but if it is 'tmlque , I doubt if that is a 
juz t reason to question it. The r, .ed B:r1 tlsh G-J.innn 13 also the 
only one knO\7n. 

Dr. Pete~"s stated that thin cover en.lC to h:u in an 
original find and ho hud othczo COVOl'S froM. tho samo corrcwpondence. 
The Doctor w s a gentleman. Could I add any nora? 

lith l'legards -

(copy to L. I" . Sh nfield) 
File 15- 46 

Yours etc.. , 
MI J 



(I 

~~t;.gi _~(~ri.~ 
744 BRO A D STREET 

N E WARK 2. NEW JER S E Y 

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook, 
33 No. Fort Thomas Ave., 

Fort Thomas, Kentuc~. 

Dear Stanley: 

December 5th, 1949. 

I now have yo~r two letters of December 3rd 
and I duly received your postal dated December 1st. 

As to the latter, - I have now noted that 
the cover in Lot #622 of the Fuller-Peters sale was addressed 
to Pamplins Depot, Va. Incidentally, this cover was bought by 
a collector friend of mine, and he doubtless would loan it to 
me if we wanted it for any purpose. 

I think Arthur Gillardon has now been properly 
chastised, - it would be a nice gesture if you would write him a 
pleasant little note and tell him to "be guided accordingly" 
hereafter! 

When I saw the illustration of Lot #411 in the 
next Mozian sale, I immediately thought of the similar fake can
cel on the Confederate 2¢ Red Brown stamps. I would be interested 
to see your opinion on this piece after you have examined it. It 
did look "too good to be true" in the catalog illustration! 

Thanks for your further comments on that Charles
ton lO¢ cover. After talking the subject over with Larry Shenfield 
in more detail, I realized I was wrong in saying that I had never 
seen a Confederate Provisional envelope used after the end of the 
Provisional period except With General Issue adhesive stamps at
tached. As Ezra Cole had raised the same point about the Charles
ton cover in a talk with me, I am enclosing a copy of tpe letter to 
both you and Shenfield. . 

Best regards. 

Sincerely, 

v?-P£~) 
MacB/HK 

'------



-

) 

r. Ezra D. Cole, 
NyacK, 

-ew York. 

Dear Ez: 

Vd:::l Dyt.: .. iac .drid 
, • A b' ... Stree I ... _.4 

'~w~k21~ ! 

December 5th, 1949 . 

ThanKs a lot for your thoughtfulness in 
me that d ta on Yencer of Andersonville! Although I 

have witten and sent in my story on that Andersonville cover 
to ST · .t>S sometime ago, I have now writter~ another pi:;..rc...graph 
based n the nform~tion you sent me, and I hope there is still 
time for ~it to be inserted in the article . Anyho~, - thanks 
again ~or your cooperation. 

I have been doing a. little more checking up 
to the usage of the;.:. t Cha.rleston lOip .t .M. Provisional cover. As 

ou no, agreed with you that its use ~n 1862, lon after stamps 
er~ ava:lable, was ~t least "pec liar". I do find, however, that 

there ~ numerous eX8.mples of Confec.erate P. • provlsiona.ls, both 
adhesives and handsta~ ed envelopes which were used that late, - or 
later. As a matter of fact I h~ve several of the lat~er in my own 
collection, although they were generally of smaller pla.ces than 
Charleston. I do not ean HGndstamped Paid~ vhich are qui toe plenti
ful used on late dates. 

The paper , rinting, ink, etc. of this lO¢ en
velope all chec up with the 5~ Ch rleston Provisional envelopes. 
I am told th~t this . rticular cover came to Dr. Peters in an ori
ginal find ith other covers from the sc;.:.me corres~ondence. There
fore, apparent y it was just 1 te use of a P •• Provisional envelope 
hich was ccepted as O.K. at the Charleston ost off~, and sent 

on through the mai s. It ould be interesting to se~ew other 
exa les no kno 'n , and what any hich may be turned up; in the future ~ 
may tell us. ----

Cordially, 

acB/HK 



c.c. Stanley B. Ashbrook 

Doherty, UiJford & MUfifield, Inc., 350 Fifth Avenue, }fen.. Yltrk 1,}f. r. 

Dear GC: 

December the fifth 
1 9 49 

In reference to yours of December le.t -
copy to Stan Ashbrook 00 the 10¢ Provisional 
Charla ton -- you make the statement that "you 
hay n v r seen a ~onfederate P.M. Provisione.l 
used aftvI' the General Issue Adlle~iv6 ftaL'lps were 
iss\! d ",1 thout one or UlOre of those ste.ll!PS put on 
and cancelled." 

I am su € you could not haVt e nt this 
r'eC£l.use I h v a record of 2¢ Blue and 2¢ Red N .0. 

sed feel' vctober and'o'eILber of 1861 and also 
5; Red Ath n_ and £1_0 5¢ ?etersburg. It 1s my 
opinion that this use e. necessary h('re and thp.re 
beca sa of th€ J!'f:s. t 5~orUlge of regular gOVel'·I1IDtm t 
sta::n.p .. "Ilhich hit office no~ ar..d then her. deliver
ies were o~ hand-to- ouch b~sis. 

I l'!:!;)eat that this lOt Charlest.on to me if' 
okay and I hope John ox who bought it Met hold 
of the copy that Colson is cvpposed to have. 

r. Van Dy. acBride 
744 ro d Street 

6vwark, .J. 

Pest regards, 

.~ 



Col. Eugene ulfekuhle, 
P.O . Bo 5401, 

Daytona e ch, Flor~d • 

Dear Gene: 

w 

January 27th, 1950. 

This is in re ly to the uestions n your letter of 
Jenuary 21st . John Fo ou ht the 10~ Char eston envelope in 
th Fuller-Peters sa e, but understand that Perry Fuller sub
se uently bought it back from hi on some kind of a deal, and 
that it nOli is in the co llection of one of his cus tomers. As 
for its validity, Shenfield n Ashbrook agreed that it rias O.K. 
Of course their opinion ha to be oased 0.11 ost _nt~rely on the 

va 1 Ie and circumstantial evidence, but the pr'nting, the 
aper, the rltin, all ere contem orary ith the period. 

Also, there ere oth r covers in the same correspondence, and 
as Dr. eters acquired it as par t of an original "find", I agree 
tbat it can be accepted as oubtless genuine. This is in spite 
of its r ther 1 te us~ e, - a ter th Provisional ·erioC, - as 
of course ther ~ are ny similar cases from other places . 'e 
wou d all 1 e to see one or tore ex~mples, but none seem to 
exist except for a part of on covel', and the reported ownership 
of an unused example. Incident lly, e h ve no ~o led of hat 
C spary or Hall ight thi~:{ of the ite., and if they have seen it 
Qt all I doubt th t they have iven it the stu y that Shenfield 
and Asbbroo devoted to it. 

As for your 10 D nvi les, - I have a dim recollection 
th t Hil's eats s as ed about the one he origina.lly 0 ed, out 
that he e h r had no e ory as t here it ca e fro , or had no 
o n on s to its v lia1ty. I t ink ,e have nOI est lished the 
facts retty el these ite s, - hlch briefly are that:they 

l le (-e 

(C J 
CHARLfSTo 

re OT counte fe or fh os, th~t t ey ere pre ared in the right 
perio for the D 1e ost ast r, but th t they a_p~rently were 
never _ued dur n h ~ivislonal .eriod. The fe that 
h ve been found ere used merely as nve 0 es, probably when sta-
tionery DeCome scarce, an th Gener 1 Issue Confederate stamps 
att'cbed to pQy th osta e. The latter ere then cut or torn out 
o the corners leaving rt 0 the Danville ost ark showing, 1n 
an atte pt to ake the enve opes appear s used Provislonals. 



.. 
- 2 -

Yes, e a.ll noticed that the Prisoner's cover hich WaS 
Lot #622 of the Fu .... ler-Peters sale wo.s c..ddressed to Wooc.son, as is 
one of the lO~ Danvilles. This of course Sint) ly bears out our 
o inion that t he latter ere genuinely made, addresse and mailed, -
but thei~ use ~S after the Provisional eriod had passed. Inci-
ental y arry Shenfield h s a.s ed me to ans~ 'er you on the above 

matters, so that this i1 also se ve as his reply in case you have ~ 
written and aSKed him bout these things. 

y best. 

acB/HK 
Copies to: S.B.Ashbrook 

L •• Shenfield 

Sincerely yours, 



STAMPS 

COVERS 

ACCESSORIES 

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook 
33 N. Ft . Thomas Ave. 
Ft . Thomas} Ky. 

Dear Stan: 

N A. 
116 NASSAU STREET 

NEW YO RK 7 . N. Y . 

BEEKMA N 3 -5 443 

x 

February 8, 1950 

Thank you for your letter of February 6th . Relative to 
your inquiry on the lOt Charleston cover , it is true t bat this 
cover went back to Perry Fuller but not because there was any
thing wrong with it for I thoroughly believe it was 100% genuine, 
however Perry was able to mOVE> it as a much better figure than 
it broufht in the auction and I made a substl'lntial profit . This , 
of course) is off the record and I ask you to keep it confideintial. 

With kino personal regards , 

Sincerely, 

(Q~, 
JAF: ff '------ JOHN A. FOX 

RETAIL 

WHOLESALE 

AUCTIONS 



H. W. STARK Be COMPANY 
BOX 2SS 

ANN ARB 0 R, M I CHI G A N 

Nov. 19, 1949 . 

Dear Stan, 

Thanks for giving me the address of ~homas 
Parks. uure I remember him. He was in high school when 
I was at LaKe Linden. I lived up there for around eight 
years. I WN~ wrote him and it will be nice to hear from 
him. 

Molesworth sent me that block of Ii with lc 
type. If it had been on cover I might have considered 
it. Jack breezed in last night around 9:30 and I asked 
him about it and he knew all about it but did not dare 
acquire it for reasons you know. rie also mentioned .tenee 
stopped over at your nlace on the yay down to see her 
daughter. 

I purchased that crack plate variety Ii on 
cover you said was OK. rurned the via Nic . cover back. 
Am enclosing three covers that I thought might interest 
you. Dont quite get the cover from Australia . It says 
Paid--l elbourne and yet has the black 75 \/hich I presume 
is to collect . .l.'he Hew York is in black and 'v'1.at appears 
to be a manuscript "54". Since it is U. uo pkt. 1de should 
have 211 credit. Is the 54 the credit to England . I am 
assuming it came via ~ngland due to the N.Y. marking . 

as the rate Changed between '51 and '57. I note the rate 
in '51 was 73i. lhen too there is what appears to be a 
lar e red manus cri pt 113

1
} Is the "54" a If 34 tl '? 21i plus 

"54" would make 75i. hy the big red "3 f1 ? You f'ip;ure it 
out. ihe cover to drazil I thou~ht fairlv Scarce . 45i 
rate . ritlAn's share 401 , ours ~¢. lhe bhird cover to 
uuatemala is the same 34~ rate as ~as to certain parts 
of •. exico. ,e made a pos tal tr ea t y wi th Bua ter ala is 1862 
Sept . but I have not the terns. rote the red' 1'm1 "'"ork 
markine . elieve this was in error---thougLt it was for 
~rgland. --no te the date, and note the Black New York date • 
. nat does the "2" red, stand for . Is tnis a double 17/ 
rate that mieht h,ve gone into effect in Sent . 18p2. 

Hutch, .t'red .Jott and the riacGregor family are 
corin- out this afternoon to listen to the Ohio State 
_.ic'1 . ;ame and also a jam stamp session. 

, 
bust close for time being . rlest of wishes to all. 

.~ 

7 



Hov . 22, 19,19 • 

• :'T> . Harold : . Stark , 
p . O. Box 288, 

Ar..n • l"bor , nich. 

Dear :a:rold: 

lIorow1th the thro .. COV01', ap per youY.'f' of: the 19th -
0.11 throe- quite interosting and severn). Hre puzzling. 

Gu torllll.ln COVAl" - ',0 iowd a tree.ty "1th this cow1try 
eff()ct1ve ...,(,pt . 1 , i86~ YOW' covor in post. '"<rkod .!SO:t York Oct . 
11 (1862) . {lie tr~aty prov~_dcd thnt the u . S . orud convGY 
.0.11. to 0. d frolll lml YOl"k an ,,-Spil ,lull nt tT . S. o:;:pcnse , r:Jld 
to and :l"O~! ...,an !rnnc1sco to Pa ru , City at H. b . e;::ponne , balnnce 
of po3tnt;O to bo at expenr- e of Guc to' nl: . ':'hf~ 1T . .. >. rnte to bho 
lO,~ < UC t~lO G'unte lala i'uta 2 l~fH In, U;5>{ in U _ ,) . curl"ency) . .c; hene 
rate::. to provE.il , lfJ?I'ovi ad tho sm e can bo secID'cd for the com
J')enoation llo\,ad 'by 10. i . r:-

Tl a "2" on your co e:." if' ev1.clol'_t17 ";ho "2 11 r als due 
at Guatemala City. .y euc s is that ";110 rod l!GTl Yorl: post!rJ.arl~ is 
an error . l\l.rtb r t t I,his lotter VtaS con~eyed under the tel"ms 
of the nc\, t,.. at G:l a .ant by aU. f) . .lnil 0 . 0 . to A .... pin :al1 ... 
and th t tho 1'£1 to \l ~S ove:l.'paid - 11£ t 10 ( per ~- ou..l1ce ;onl(~ havo 
beon suf'f o1ent . rJ.ho treaty provi( 0 i thn.t Jail 'as ':;0 ,)0 tI"aut,
mitlied in clo8od baG- • Tho "811 indicntes tho 01[';,1 t "an l1o'c OVOl' 
~. ounce und tllG osel ee of any Pnnr.. ... na r.m:"kings indicntes tru "'J the 
l ette,!, \ cnt a s ,alod - ag , und one ,oro point - T :0 ~ai1ines (If 
tho U. 0 . ,'B_1 0 ahip. or ASpj.ll/. 11 10: G on tho 1st , litl and 
21s t of: a'lch ont • (soo y no Jcnt Doo , Vol . 2 , P EO t~ • 

Inas1 ch s the rod I • 7' . error \lnS .G!'..n1nelcss 1 t '.:' s not Cl"'OSSC 1 
out or oorrected. 1 0 you agrce lith 1:W nnnly":r.c on thin eove~;t? 

Dr z 1 - Yos , 
British PaCKet 'i'l~o .. 0 I 
right - raton t 0 South 
frO! co.mo • 

thiB \lOS the fi/- ru-cc via l:.r~glf: nd - Via 
YOY.'k , "1 th 40;' ere it to G. B. You nr'o 
nerica v a ..!.ng1nnr . or Fl" nee ~ lll·C fnl 

110. - Yenr une 185_ - 'y rate tables of 18,:3 - 1854 ... 
1855 all q";'u~o~e~~~';;one ~ate . vi~ • • 37rf, POl' half ouneo , but the rate 
1s quoted - 'By private shop v':'a I ·l~d. " The ~'~1ng on back 
as applied in bli~1.d 1 the bl ck !.e\~ YOl~k . ou14 inri1cnte that tho 

rate troD ho Drit! h Frontier to 't 0 U. S . had no been prepaid, 
( if propaid t 1s 1011d 1 ave beon in red) . 

Did the PAID at elbourne indicate pac nt only to 
ngl d? Ii' this tter had boon prepn,i<i from Helbo u~ne to U. s . 





H. W. STARK & COMPANY 
BOX 288 

ANN ARB 0 R. M I CHI G A N 

Jan. 1, 1950. 

Dear Stan, 

\ ell I 6uess the mail rush is over now, so am returning 
your items and also several of mine for your inspection and com
ments . 

I believe the extended frame line as shown on the 5i 
1847 cover is due to defective wiping of the plate after inking. 
They show up in the plane of wiping and could be due to too r:IUch 
pressure or perhaps some minute particle of lint or dirt or some 
thing similar. I have found quite a few on the 0~ greens . 

Relative to the cover Jack purchased. He brought it to C 

the plant and of course I had no glass or anything to examine it 
by. He got my expanation a bit ~ixed up. I told him the Harve in 
the French receiving ""Jeant direct frota N.Y. to France. If by Amer. 
Pkt. so~ething was wrong. I could not make the French receiving 
out compl~te. Told him to send it to you and you could unlock the 
secret by the Str . "Canada." I did not know what vessel this 
belonged to. I also told him I did not believe I had seen a N.Y. 
cancel in black. Incidentally I believe this is the first cover 
I have seen where the "3ritish carrier went direct to Harve. They 
generally have Calais. Thought only our vessels and German vess~ls 
carried direct to Harve at this period. It i s a nice cover and 
from his report he aot it very reasonable. 

Thanks for the tip on the li cover from Chase. I did not 
intend buying it. 

Am enclosing a cover I recently purchased frOM Sampson. 
It has a 5i 1851 from New Orleans to Paris via England . The date 
it left New Orleans is March 28, 1857.---three days before the 
French treaty ~ent into effect. The 5i paid the shore to ship 
correct and via England was correct. It left Bos~on April 8t9 
arnived in En land pril 21 and France Apr. 2~ and Paris Anr. 22. 
The large "16" sho s the French ch rged the double 15i rate. 
vas this ·s tandard before the treaty or is this Markin£; sho"fing 
the treaty being enforced. In other words was this cov~r treated 
by the French as a fully unpaid double 1/4 oz. rnte as applied 
to the treaty regulations. If Boston was on their toes they should 
have treated the letter as fully unpaid. Ilaybe the;T were 8. bit 
lenient. 'ould appreciate. our comments on this cover. It is the 
only one I have seen that Jas enroute when the treaty became 
effective. hat is the manuscript marking in the upper left portion 
of ~he cover. I bought this cover because it fascinated me . Paid 
'95 .00. Stamp ap~ears to be nice. 

ote the Roxbury stampless vith "PAID 9". Never saw a 

"g" bef ore •.. igh t be a "6 II ups ide do lin. 



H . W. STARK Be COMPANY 
80 X 2SS 

ANN A R 8 0 R, M I CHI G AN 

The cover with paid 3y( imperf. has notation flvia Nicaragua". 
~ould you check the New York date and let ~e know if it came that 
way. Everything points to it coming that way. 

Am also enclosing the cover from Melbourne with another I picked 
up from Singapore, Thev both seem to have a lot of markings in 
common. Thought you might want to mull them over a bit. 

.~ 

The other cover is from the Krug collection. I know we could send 
mail out of Boston to Halifax by paying 5¢ with 5¢ due on delivery 
in Canada, but did not know this applied to a French possession. 
The 1110" appears to be a "due loi on delivery. Did Boston put this 
on or did Halifax. The additional 10¢ would make 15¢ rate but wasnt 
this a violation. Is the fl8~ 8 decimes or 15i due on delivery and 
put on b,~· the French. You did not explain this marking in your 
write up. 

Regarding your letter relative to letting you know ~hat I might 
want from the auctions and ~buy it for me. Did Harmer Rooke 
give me a licking on that 1869 first day cover and the 10¢ 1847 
to Calif.? I sure would be glad to have the bids go thru you and 
appreciat~ your offer very much. I do not buy very much thru auctions. 
Prefer to see what I am buying and perhaps pay a little more, but 
at least know what I am getting. I have been stung on auctions due 
to faulty descriptions. Have also sent back quite a bit thnt was 
not as printed in the auction catalogue. Have noted this more in 
the Bank Note issue ~here they try to make everything the higher 
priced issues. 

I am just getting over Xmas holidays. We had 14 here from Thurs. 
thru Mondav. Too much for old people---result Ruth has been in. bed 
more or less for the last three days. Cold and reaction from the 
din and commotion. Should be on her feet in a day or so. 

~e had a nice party meeting at Toat house Fridav, Dec. 30th. 
Most of the members were present. 

Shierson has been laid up with a cold, etc. Havent seen him 
for a week or so. See Hutch regularly on Thursday. 

ill write more later. Best of Wishes for a fine and prosperous 
year to you and yours. 



"r> 
• ..1. • Harold ' . 3tarl{, 

P. O. Dux ~~8C, 
An' ru'1) or • ~~~.t.h. 

Jun. 7, 19a9 

Do I' J~H 01<11 

co 
and 

Your~ of th 1st ).'ccoived ",it 1 Gncl0S1J:i.~OB fiS stuceu. 

.0 - tL tlP_ 1. ~ci."1pt nrld ... 13:'n U'Ppe2.~]. t contcl' or! :'~')Ur 
cover. his loo1ts 111m n French flli II - Soe i . • Vol . 2 , . aeo 3J? -
th f1em'o :14 . " 

surely 
k you 80t quite n nico bf.'rgnin ':'n t} i!3 covo- . It 
orth more tha."l \195.00 evon if .Lt ,tan not o.1'i;)'Io 

· 1 

• I 



I r . J nrold \1 . Stark, .Ion . 7 , 1950 

l- April 1857 period. Ho 'evor, thnt point l1Akes it even more 
rable but 1 t is ( featuro unlO'lO\7l1 t 0 I~ort. 

Roxbu~ Haas - I doubt if this was 0. paid tripl e rate 
4t ruther a dOU'bfo Vii '€11 the "G" strtl0¥: upsido clown. Hather cute 

.t that 

- O~ York 
Yes , t ... 11s mmt V::.n lT1cnrng'llu n. d tho 

1853 . I hn.vc photoGraphs of othOl" 
----ir-:--~-.;.:-""t'~.o Ill" It 1s i'aint fiE; on your cover _ 

This f ail loft Clan Francisoo on od
".u.S~Pn61~ 10" - '1 0 !g . S . Star 0::: the 

10w Yorl: . 

theso 

.~ 

5~ 185'7 to 3'1;;. .1 r::~e .. AQI,(} tho back·1 t rkil1l,;s 
sho 1 that ttl(~ .Lf'tt ,.. ,~taf '"c1'FOppocl ,)ft: b' c Cunurd sh p ~ t, 
and tllere ont r3;>ed . _ Br.:J tiah j"nil ant I suppose w s th~.l~e ftcr 
handlecl under the Pl.'it_sh-r.('o:.nh r< a.J~ . il.S far fin w(} , ;ro co_ corned 
this vmn 0 t11ffm'cn'!; t M n 1~ . .) . l .. ·tt(}r to ~ .. 11i'ux, " 1th ·;"1:.e 5¢ 

y t. 1-;- (' 0 pot k 10\. tIll. Le.. ll:~ U (,f' the "10" or t~1.C "8. " 
but I ("..0 l .. ot th!tt oith ~r on; aDpl:tod ~lt Haw yo· ... ~ or B,- ston. 

He - : ~ ave .0 1. If Ol"""..ut ion \The.t8oev~r 
that you \:0_', not ~ on 'or pure lfwe of thoso t on cOVOJ'S 
in the lInr. ~ r' :\001:0 8" 1 -"bU 'J J. ' 01' .. liE., -:c c" Bl' t:.. us t 0:1"1 of 
th1.t ~j st ~ h,'r: ch . 'ith n l1Hll )1(1 . ~L~:.."'\) io only one \1U;y-· to buy 
ut 0 Yor: s 10 - in 1r r ('In - cr 1.>y no O~1.0 yon CRn tl oi;. An(2 you 
ha 0 to ,,0 il.wi'ul ::nre of '} ) . ttcY> . "} on 01<3 c.'xOC't1i;05 T'1.,r b'" d. , I 

absolutol .. r curc io I1 the LL . .'o:rlty ('.I. CHnon I ('nn tl""l.l.S" hil1 to 
spect n lot fer.~ bu1; if' I have _~. ,'loU)t on t:l~l.t !'Ol', I ecnd for 

he lot and ~n3 ct it ny.>olf. YUl cnn (0 thJ ~ J" -"out I.ty ("lvieo 
on th s i"" .. to retu:.."U th lot" or ] otr, t! c U'; lC (ay of l'ocoipt .. 
By 0 doInG, ou ontRb' ~ ~h eoo' :111 ,.:.th t· f "nr. thoy \:.ll be 

In to ~ n 11 lot~J roqu. to"" fo::' ~ paction. 

I t lk d 111th h:tnr on ll."t HO 1'" iE(~ to (:rive 
dmm to mrd the end of the nonth - s it he .tCi 11 l'S".f:ltlo 

!Itch - t didn't think wr01 could 1,Rv., S nn .)o1.lCi - n' both .'1',1 
and you cculdn't leove t1 po ) .. ~co r ld tl t you couldnrt lenvo .tut 
alone . Too bn~ that .ou are 0 tied d 1n. Gan' t ~.:o· I [ko nome 
rr o.'lOnt? 

rext e day niGht tho Cincinn ti Phil toliv JOCiLty 
i 1 hold dinnel" oolebrlltinB its 50th linn! Cr.3ilry . I run to bo t)O 

guest of honor. ond I und'n"stand th tt 1 ar.! to '00 pl'osonto{l w:lth an 
Honorary orah1p. l1sh that l.tch, Charlio" Jack OP you could 



r. Harold ~, . 3tm k, Jo.'l. 7, 1950 

.rresent and share this tribute \"/1th e. 

ie trust th t • th has roc overed and thnt all goos 'm~ll 
! the Stal'k '£ ily. 

OUr :fondest regards to all. 





111"' . Van Dyk .~acBride, 
744 Broad St., 

!Tewal'k 2, N. J. 

Dear ae: 

Jvv. 23 , 1949. 

Horcwi th the "Port SU .. Htor ll coval'. All of 
it is new to l~O . The "tio .f of tno-0!t 1357 is not very 
convincing. 

_'iote tho date Feb. 12 - J ... 3¢ IB57 could not 
have boen "18 ad in 1862 so the i'alro muBt indicate a date 
of 18Gl, and, of conrse, that would bo too oEu'ly for the 
"Tmt CTS. II Com-ed. rate. Tho 'Ilholo thing see Q very 
silly to me ann I doubt if even the ilprL~t is genuine . 
Bob Lall1">once niC t kil0W . 

Th.ro never was a U. S . post office by the 
na e of "Port IJumt0I' . " The address look8 to 110 like 
the handYl!'! tin of the old faker R. L . Dietl'ich of IJorra~e, 
Va. Iho f10urltshed about 30 year's a[';o . 

Tho design looks to me like it was put togc-thcr 
fro stock lto. s in a printing shop, m .. d it is possiblo 
that l'iut0I'S typo w,as used for the pontmark - n rting 
one 1 e t m:' at ( time. Note tho "oi'f'sc.t" on thu back _ 
which J13ht indicate that my abo BUc .. in wrong and thh .. t 
tho po tmnrk a printed on a prens . 

I neg t"ivo and will Aend you n print 
1 tor on . 

11th regards -

Yours etc., 
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(.3) b.emember my four-line F'rame Line dated APR. 21 (slug for 
year date). I have located a pair of 5¢ Local print 
canceled APR. 19 (slug for year date) with unqmestionable 
1863 use. Both Richmond of course. Have al~ays felt my 
cover was 1863 use but couldn't prove it~ 

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook 
33 N. Ft. Thomas Avenue 
Ft. Thomas, Kentucky 

TELEPHONE: BRyant 9-0445 

Regards, 



_. L. L. honfiold, 
350 It' t,h ~e ., 

l (} I York , ~; . Y. 

Dear La.l~ptl: 

Dec . 3 , 1949 . 

I h va been in and out of to"m for the past 
\lOek and this is tho fll~st oppo tUll1.ty I havo hud. to 
actmoW'ledgo ecoipt 0 _ yours with the Typo coval' 01' 

3 . 

That notntion is cor-ta1 1y 1863 and I suppose 
thnt it is correct but this use looks-mQre like 1864 
tOOn 18 3 . Do you recall the use of a no -serif' APR 
in 1863~ If tlis typo 1ua usod in 1863 I don't see- to 
f d nn ex pIe . 

·/horo n b r \II' B used i n Apr'11 1863 the r arking 
laB S pOl' Dietz Lype 19 - ee 300-- h s Conted book. 

On PI 298, h1 Typ J.,~ is A r 12 '18 3 . D10tz does not 
(3 10 I conb1nation such nn yours . 

I mud a phot06!.'nph of the enclosed COVOI' and 
I liI1 se d you PI' t lnte~ o .• 

Your FrOIllo IJ 'ne - I havo this listed ElB IC~)5 
~nd 1t hlS tho :ot!e APR as on the 0 cloccd coval' - 1"0 
fro 1 SU!'C it 1. 1121" -::-y loo_.ad thru anti!' rOCOl't1 of 
'Frru1os" anel "I"''''5 t1 1 tho only Riehl ond like tha 01 -
closod cover . ---

f1th reg l"do -

YOt.!'S etc ., 



-

Dear Stan: 

Doherty, Clifford & Shenfield, Inc. 
A.DVERTISING 

350 FIFTH AVENUE. Empire State Building. NEW YORK 1, N. Y. 

January the fourth 
1 9 5 0 

Thanks for yours of the 18th. I note the address on the 
Blackford cover "Chich is to Lancelot and not to Eugene. H01'lever, 
Lance10t '"as in Petersburg at that time because the letters in the 
book relate that Mrs. Charles t1. Blackford ITent to Petersburg in 
fiIarch of 186.3 to visit all the Blackfords -,ho rere gathered there at 
Longstreet's Headquarters. Apparently then the fact that this letter( 
is addressed to Lancelot and not Eugene does not cancel the theory 
of 186.3. 

I am sending you as soon as I can find it, -:-'ith my compliments, 
a copy of nLetters from Lee's Armyn by Blackford. 

In reference to mail Trans-Miss. after Vicksburg fell, I 
agree there must have been some attempt to get regular mail across the 
river and :?erhaps they scrambled it across "hen they could and it just 
looks like regular lO¢ mail from points East to ;Jest or vice versa. 
Ho"ever, if this is so, this period lasted from July 4th to say November 
1st ~hen the express mail started (Reagan announced the signing of the 
contract as on October 20th) then it's evident I have never been able to 
find covers Trans--Miss. in that period. The only t:'70 I have are from 
Scarborough, Ga. -- June 19, 186.3 and July 16, 186.3 - addressed to the 
r ad1ey family at Monroe, La. These were in the same find of Wadley 
that contained so many Trans-Miss. covers - 40¢ rate. I don't kno .. 
where Scarborough, Ga. is, but certainly these items crossed the river 
ru1d .. ere delivered as per notations. 

\.VAS 
No .... '.7hether or not the 40¢ rate" the onl service after it 

r.as negotiated I don't kIlo... I have no record 0: Trans-Hiss. addresses 
in late '63, '64 or early '65. It is possible of course that a lot 
of this regular mail ras transported by hand across the river and 
dropped in post offices East or r;est of the r iver, ;.nd therefore would 
sho~ nothing but normal addresses and postmarks. I aD iriclined to be
lieve that there ~,as no regular mail !7hile the Trans-I.Iiss. rate was in 
effect but I could be ~:rong . I' ish I could prove it one -c;;ay or another 
,:;i th covers. 

Did you see ~~e las+ Confederate Bulletin -- especially page 
.3 t~~e Postl.'laster! s notice issued at Mobile? Here ' s complete proof 

of your reading of that cover from England to Richmond .... hich .ent 

TELEPHONE: BRyant 9-0445 
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Doherty, Clifford & Shenfield, Inc., 350 Fifth Avenue, Hew York 1,.N Y. 

-2-

through the Dead Letter Office and ~.as delivered in Baltimore. You 
said that the addressee probably made some arrangements to pay the 
postage due and pick it up in Baltimore and this notice proves that 
such a procedure :-:as possible. '~ 

In the sane issue did you read about t.he Sperati counterfeit'? 
I had one sent to me by Zinsmeister and examined it carefully and 
cane to the conclusion that it Vias a rotogravure process or an etch
ing process of some kind'! ~he distinguishing marks mentioned in this 
article I noticed but took to be identical with the pos3..tion reproduced 
and did not knov. they I'lere c onstan t. 

Do you agree with Diet~ls analysis -- I still don't see how 
etching ydth acid, as I understand it, could ma.lce the fine lines stand 
up and give the appeal'ance of t..h.is finished product unless the plate ~ere 
extensively re-touched and '-;orked over. '1.'0 me it's a beautiful counter
feit and thank goodness Sperati doesn't put them on covers " .. ith fake 
postmarks. 

Our Ne", Year's 7'"as saddened by the passing of my r:Iother "7hich 
though not unexpected uas stJ..ll a shock. 

::e ':ill have something on the uallpaper nei spaper pretty soon. 

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook 
33 N. Ft. Thomas Avenue 
Ft. Thomas, Kentucky 

Best nrdS, 

~~-





-

if 

~~tt.8i _~t~ri~~ 
74f,l, BROAD STREET 

NE"W"ARK 2, NE"W" JERSEY 

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook, 
33 North Fort Thomas Ave., 

Fort Thomas, Kentucky. 

Dear Stanley: 

December 8th, 1949. 

As you can imagine, I read your "MAILS SUSPENDED" article 
in STAMPS of December lOth, with great interest. You present some 
infor mation therein which I will be glad to make use of, in the ar,
ticle I have long planned to write on that subject as a sequel to ' 
the one which appeared in the AMERICAN PHILATELIST of December 1944. 
Although you do not mention the latter article in your present story 
in any way, I am sure you are aware of its contents, and also of the 
reference to the subject on page 209 of the present Dietz Catalog, 
which I also wrote. If you will re-read these references, I think 
you may find some data to supplement your ST~PS article. 

Since the appearance of my original AE article, I have ac
cumulated quite a lot of additional information and data which I 
plan to use in the sequel to which I refer. For this purpose I have 
photographs of the "NO MAIL SERVICE" cover, which of course Costales 
got in the Needham lot and then sold to John Fox. I also have photos 
and data on some other MAILS SUSPENDED covers incldding some with the 
"CANNOT BE FORWARDED" handstamp which appears without the "MAILS SUS
PENDED" marking, one of whic h reads "MAIL SUSPENDED". There are 
various town postmarks, receiving stamps, etc. on most of these covers, 
which will add considerably to my previous data on the subject. 

I'll look forward to hearing from you in connection with 
various other matters referred to in other recent letters. 

Sincerely, 

MacB/HK 
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GENERAL FOREIGN 
COLLECTORS 

Our own approval books from 
private collections in proper se
quence; 40,000 different, to fiII 
your e m p t y spaces reasonably. 
Start with any country. References 
please. 

CARLETON F. FEBR 
1124 DUDLEY AVE., UTICA 3, N. Y. 

:690 Red Cross ____ __________ $ 5.00 
Very itS Lake Placid ___________ 4.50 

Fi.le ~~~ t!o~h~r~abas --(rl;l)---(r): ::~~ 
For ~~~ ~~i:{e~? S~eJ~~rgh- :=::::: 3t~~ 

Sale ~gt7::8 . ~~!i~~l~l'~r C~ron;d;; 2::~g 
921a Korpa error ____________ 9.25 

Alexandrl"a AI"rs ~~; I~~ gl:t~~ == 4~gg 
Matched sets (8) 4.00 

FTJAT )fAffi ____ 25c additional per order. 
Send Self-Addressed Envelope for May LIst. 

_. WE P .' Y THE FOLLOWr.<G PRICES -

$ 
!796 Virginia Dare _______ _______ .$ 5.00 

894 Ponr Express _______________ 11.00 

JXCLUDg OTHER U. S. FOR OUR OFFgR. 

B.N.A. COLLECTORS 
ATTENTION! 

I am offering my NEWFOUND
LAND #2 mint and in very fine 
condition and it will be sold to best 
offer made. 
KENYA & UGANDA
#63 to 75 inclusive, mint, 

very fine ______________ $10.00 

COLLECTION OF CANADA-
250 var., very fine ________ $16.00 

Fred Moore 
Bethany, Missouri 

U. S. STAMPS 
-UNUSED-

U2~ __ f 8.50 
275__ 9.50 
276 __ 17.50 
279 B .75 
80L_ 1.10 
308__ 1.00 
810 __ 10.50 
818 __ 82.50 
338__ 1.50 
38~__ 2.00 

#847 __ f 5.25 
8'~__ 2.25 
858 __ 65.00 
858__ 4.00 
875 A 9.00 
885__ .95 
886__ 1.75 
894-_ 3.00 
899__ 8.60 
418__ 1.25 

ALL FINE 

#(16 A __ UO.OO 
420____ '.50 
466____ 8.50 
479 ____ 12.50 
619 ____ 17.00 
523-___ 37.50 
52L ___ 12.00 
532 B __ 2.50 
532 C__ 2.00 
641- ___ 10.00 

U. S. PRICE LIST FREE 

M. G. HANNA 
135 FIFTH AVE.. PITTSBURGH 22. P A. 

DUTCH COLONIES ~ 
Dutch Indies 

11M ____ $ .12 233 ______ $ .24 
lij ______ .1 235 ______ .32 
163______ .20 236______ .52 
164______ .07 23L _____ 1.20 
16L _____ .10 239 ______ .1 
16 ______ .10 241- _____ 1.60 
1i4______ .20 242 ______ 1.00 
164 ' R ___ 25.00 243 ______ 1.20 
In6.'99___ . 0 2<4 ______ 1.60 
200______ .08 245 ______ 2.00 
201-_____.0 263. 61-__.2 
202______ .08 2616 ___ 2.40 
20,'l______ . 12 2ii j ___ LO.') 
21 L_____ . to B4 j ____ 2.25 
215______ . • ,) B / 11 ___ 3.00 
:12 / 32 ___ .60 8t6/ 19 __ !!.25 

Many more' in stock. What 

B:20 _____ $ .32 
B25,':Hl __ 1.60 
B30.' ~1 __ ,,>0 
8 32 'af) __ 1. L) 
B3i,' 11 __ 1.25 
B4~ _ __ __ .30 
B49/51 __ 6.00 
B52/56 __ 2.00 
Baj _____ .20 
C1 / 5 ____ 3.50 
C6/ 10 ___ 4.50 
('11 _____ .;,'; 
C12 _____ 1.10 
CI3 ____ _ 3.00 
Cl1 _____ 1.25 
CBl/ 2 __ 1.00 

do you need 1 

United States Stamp Co. A. 
340 Bush St., San Francisco 4, Calif. L!ji~ 

WANT TO TRADE? 
I want to trade. If you do too, 

then send your stuff and a list of 
what you want in exchange. May 
take me a week to find it here 
but I probably have it. Or write 
and teIl me what you have and 
want. 

A DOCTOR FEINERMAN 
~ MACOMB, ILLINOIS, U. S. A. 

GERMANY 
Mint 

INVERTED Post Horn 
Overprint 

Band overprint on "Workers"-
2 pf. ______________________ $ .2. 
6 pf. __ _________ ________ ___ .25 

12 pf. ______________________ .25 
24 pf. _____________ ____ _____ .26 
26 pf. ______________________ .25 
All 5 values tor ___________ 1.00 

Blox pro rata. 
Limited Supplies 

B. J. Miller 
264 E. 180 ST., NEW YORK 57, N. Y. 

Silver Wedding 
• -• Sets :-

We still have some in stock. Let 
us know your requirements and 
we will quote you prices on those 
sets which we are able to supply. 

- *-
Old Qnar.ter Stamp Shop 

706 Royal Street 
NEW ORLEANS, LOUISIANA 

New Zealand 
#122 -125 Christchurch set ______ ___ $12 .50 

130-139 Edward VII complete ____ 2.25 
144-1 59 George V ________________ 4.25 
165-170 Victory set ______________ 4.25 
179-181 Dunedin set ______________ 3.25 
199-201 Jubilees _________________ 1.60 
229-241 Complete ________ ________ 5.00 

All Very Fine Unused. 

BRITISH COLONIAL PRICE) LIST 
FREE ON REQUEST. 

E. DE VOS 
FANWOOD, NEW JERSEY 

-AIRMAIL 
V. F. ----------- MINT 

Cuba, CB2, A.A.M.S. Sh. ___________ $1.00 
Dom. Rep., C64-67, Waterfalls _______ 2.26 
Ecuador, C151 -66, Columbus ________ 1.90 
Honduras, 0164-69, Arch. Con!. _____ 6.85 
Iceland, C21-26, Air Views __________ 1.50 
Panama, C96-99, 'I'yJ>e '42 ___________ 1.30 

What othen do you need 7 

--0--

A. P.S. "The Houll of Quality" S.P.A. 

SUNS~ ST,uIPS 
P . O. Box UU, St. Petersburc I, Fla. 

YOU'LL BE 
SURPRISED 

the prices I'll pay for out
standing items from this coun
try. What have you to selI? 

Harold K. Frederick 
Box 4101, Carrollton Sta .. 

NEW ORLEANS 18, LOUISIASA 

WE HAVE THEM 
but if you don't send us that WANT 
LIST we are both the losers. We 
have a large stock of 

BELGIUM 
"WE FILL WHERE OTHERS 

FAIL" .*-
Rialto Stamp Co. 

BOX 57, LAKEWOOD, N. J. 

FARLEY RE.ISSUJ 
152·165, 171. 15 sIngles _______________ $ 3.00 
752-76.,),771. 15 blo('l{s, with 752 GutteT 

and 753 line ____________ 12.75 
766-771), Hariz. Prs. (Vertical GuL-ters) ___________________ 2.75 

7M-770. Vert. Prs. (Hariz. Gutters) 2.50 
7136-770. Blorks with Vert. Gutters 5.50 
766-710. Blocks with Hariz. Gutters !'i. 00 
754-765.771. Top Plate Blocks of 6 ___ 23.7:') 
754 - 765, 771. Bottom Plate Blocks of 6. 21.50 
754-765.771. C. L. & 4 arrow blocks __ 110.no 
inS - nO. Cross Gutter Blocks _____ )2.1'10 

V. F. Mint. 'Satisfaction Guar. 
An unusual stock of U. S. Imperfs., 

from #314 thl'u Farleys, including early 
plate blocks. Price list for 3c stamp. 

ARTHUR I. ABELSON ,b. 
209 Elizaheth St. Utica 2, N. Y. ~ 

NOW HEAR THIS: 
We have improved on that most popular 

of all offers of fourteen fine used blocks 
of large U. S. commems. for $1.00. The 
price is still the same, but here is what 
you now get for a buck: one fine used sheet 
of the 15c Cipex; a complete sct of the 
Roosevelt series in used blocks~ and eight 
additional fine used blocks, values to 5c, in
cluding several of the 1948 commcms., such 
as Palomar, Rogers, etc. This offer is de
signed to popularize U. S. used blocks, a 
field in which we have been active for 
years. Do you have a used block want list? 

HERMAN HERST, JR. 
Co~ner East Main & New Streets 

SHRUB OAK. NEW YORK 

SILVER WEDDINGS 
Mint- Low; (Postage) Values 

Br_ America, (20 vals.) _____ $1.25 
Br. Asia, (20 vals.) ________ 1.60 
Br. Europe & Oceania, (10 

vals.) _________________ .60 
Br. Africa, (17 vals.) _______ 1.05 
Above four sets ____________ 4.50 

(Br. Africa set does not include 
Union and S.W.A. pairs.) 

Edson K. Rice 
La Mesa, California 
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ASCENSION 
1934, 'hd, violet & black __________ $ .08 
1934, Id, light green & black ______ .12 
1934, Ph d, red & black ______ _______ .15 
1934, 2d, orange & black _________ .19 
1934, 3d, ultramarine & black ____ .31 
HI-I.Q. Hinges, 1000 for ____________ .35 

Copy of New Issue News Free. 

BERT DeGRUSH 
68 Coolidge Ave., Glens Falls, N. Y. 

NEW~!!~eE g~~!~~~!i~n~Eb~~t~!!ONS 
Stamps mounted In book leU by country - the 

only real way to make a good showing - about 
15,000 varieties. A reference will bring you • 
lIeleclion by return mall. 

What - do - you - Collect 7 
INDEPENDENT STAMP CO. 

1026 W.O.W. Bldg., Omaha. Nebr. 

U. S. Private Perforations 
LATVIA. including Tentativea 

LITHUANIA. including Tentatives 
RUSSIA and VARIETIES 

KARL KOSLOWSKI 3%15 Colomba. Ave .. 
DETROIT 6. MICH. 

REMOVE STAMPS WITH 
STOFF 

You can r emove a stamp from paper and 
have it in your album in 5 minutes with 
STOFF. 
STOFF is safe and economical to use. 
25 c.nts pOT package or 5 packages for $1.00 

L. W. WHITE 
P. O. Box 922. Dept. DG, Pittsfield , Mass. 

Cfnd colonies 
.. , I" 
.. for the Unusua 

WIS. 

Mint -:- Used 

UNITED STATES 
On Approval-- or Want Lists 

Referenee&--please from new clients 
-16t! 

R. C. WO 0 D 
45 BROMFIELD ST.. BOSTON 8. MASS. 

ABOUT APPROVALS • • • 
OURS are mighty attractive Used Foreign 
- full of Us leeper" finds-and. moreover, 
are PRICED RIGHT! Consider writing 
today for a selection. won 't YOU? A useful 
Solid Aluminum Perforation Gauge is 
YOURS without charge if YOU do I 

E. J. BANKS *32lt 
6635·16W Ave .. Kenosha, Wisconsin 

Fine 
254 
275 
333 
C)-~ 
CI)·12 
J95·102 

POLAND Itlint 
Plisudski ___ _____________________ $1.10 
Torun. ('tty nail ________________ . iii 
I ndependence ~heet _______________ .15 
Biplane __________________________ 3.15 
C'hallenge _______________________ 2.1'; 
Postage Dues ____________________ 1.20 

LIBERTY STAMP & PHOTO SUPPLY CO. 
149 Chestnut, Holyoke. Mass. 

"PHILATELIC PATHWAYS" 
Write Ln (or tree COP1 01 lhb falete.tlne booklet. 

Worth hundred. of doUar . to any eoUector. 
No obligation. but would .ppreclate addreue. or 

collector (rlendl. U.e commem.. on COTer to me: 
• block ta mOlt welcome. 

K. BILESKI 
STATION B, WINNIPEG, CANADA 

324 

This issue is edited by Harry E. 
Gray in honor of the Centennial 
of the State of California. It is 
WEEKLY PHILATELIC GOSSIP'S sa
lute and tribute to the land of the 
Golden West. It is with pride 
that our Publisher, D. E. Dworak 
dedicates this issue to a great 
sister State! 

Mr. Gray and his co-editors have 
brought philately to us as seen by 
them. Not only is great credit due 
to Mr. Gray but to co-editors H. M. 
Pierce, Henry Challoner, E. R. 
Vanderhoof, Fredric Holladay, 
Cyrus R. Thompson, A. W. Bloss, 
A. R. Baker, W. R. Parker, H. D. 
Doscher, W. W, Phillips and many 
others. 

It is interesting to note, that in 
certain instances, articles that 
have appeared in WEEKLY PHILA
TELIC GOSSIP are reprinted. In 
some cases the authors of these 
articles have passed on. Their 
writings have been recorded and 
perpetuated and not much could 
have been added to their writings 
at the present day. 

-HARRY WEISS 

grl;t~'c;al. • • • 
By HARRY E. GRAY 

We are now at about the halfway 
mark in California's three year Cen
tennial Celebration. A celebration 
starting with the discovery of Gold 
by Marshall, January 24, 1848 and 
winding up with our admission to the 
Union on September 9, 1850. During 
these three years events took place 
that were of great importance not 
only to California but to our nation 
as well. 

The flow of yellow metal, which 
started at Coloma in 1848 and still 
continues, brought prosperity to our 
nation, helped preserve the Union 
during the Civil War by furnishing 
the finances so sorely needed. The 
Gold Rush of '49 opened up the vast 
territory west of the Missouri River. 
The year 1850 saw statehood. His
tory could have been different if our 
independent Bear Flag Republic had 
not chosen to become a part of the 
Nation. Today the Western portion 
of our country might be a divided 
country, part under Mexican rule, 
part under Russia as they held and 
ruled the territory from a portion of 
Sonoma County north to the British 
claims and Great Britain from there 
to 54-40, our present border with 
Canada. 

One hundred years later we have 
celebrated and are celebrating som~ 
of the hundreds of happenings of 
those past years. Almost every city, 
town and village has found some con
nection with those times and will hold 

MODERN COVERS 
Germany: Famous ~Ien. cpl. 16 ,'a1. ________ $.40 
Czecho. : Bl 56 to 158. cpl. REG. __________ .60 
Austria: 1'\ew Ch ildren, cpl. F.D. cpl. _____ .60 

~82. c ~1. F . D. I'. E. __________________ .18 
B167 to 170. cpl. RJ~G. _________ __ ____ 1. 2~ 

Bill to 178. col. REG. _________ ~ _____ .n5 
Bl7n to 183. cpl. REG. ____________ .___ .no 

)lanr others in stock. NO T..IRIel<::: LIST. 
TIle ATLAS STAMP STUDIO 
117 NASSAU ST.. NEW YORK 7, N. Y. 

309th AUCTION, .June lltl. 
Many fine & scarce U. S .• 19th & 20th , 
British eols. featured with a very fine 
lot of Japanese Occup. Stamps of Bor
neo and Malaya. Foreign, strong in 
choice Pictorials, Album Pages, Whole
sale. etc. Cat. Free. 

OHLMAN GALLERIES 
(Est. 1912) 116·G Nassau St.. N. Y. 

GENERAL FOREIGN 
We solicit your want list or General Foreign 

mint or used. References please. 
A nice line or Air 1\'la118 on hand. 

Smoky .\lolll1laj,n Sheets. ~7 9 7 ____ $15.00 )Jer 100 

WM. C. KENNETT 
formerly Kennett & Wackerman 
1011 32nd Ave .• Tampa 5. Fla. 

Ro.tary Non-Corner 
Plate Numbers 

Vertical block of 8 with the number 
opposite third stamp 

2c (#634) _____ $1.25 2c (#806) _____ $1.25 

G~~ 297 ~~:a~Es~.~ S~!~Y,EAriz. 
CONFEDERATE 

STAIUPS and COVERS 
BOUGHT AND SOLD 

Particularly Wanted: Griffin Han d Stamped 
P alds: Confederates with Griffin Post Marks: 
II . P . Hill Southern Patriotics. (H. P. Hill wag 
a war- time Griffin printer whose Imprin ts look 
like 11. Phlll &. Co. ) 

RA YNOR HUBBELL 
220 EAST POPLAR ST. , GRIFFIN. GA. 

FINE MINT PLATE BLOX 
5c Conference ____________________________ $ .29 
5c F . D. R. __ __________ ___ ________ ______ .27 
5c C-32 ______ __ __ ________________________ .29 
5c Swede __________ _____________________ _ Ali 
N. Y. Air. Good to Fine __________________ L.27 

p os tage extra. List for stamp. 

A.P.S. LOUIS ROSENTHAL S.P.A. 
878 East 45th St., Brooklyn 3. N. Y. 

BRITISH COLONIES 
Our stock of MINT and USED issues trom 

Aden to Zuiuland is one of the most complete ill 
the country. 

Your \VANTLISTS (or sets and singles will 
be appreciated. 

.Joseph F. Negreen A 
108·56G , 67th Drive 

FOREST HILLS. N. Y. 

NEWFOUNDLAND 
I think you will find my stock of 
this country very extensive. A list 
of your missing numbers will be 
appreci8~. 

.JOliN B. KILTON 
109 EMPIRE ST.. PROVIDENCE 3. R. I. 

SCOTT' S 1949 AND 1948 CATALOGS 
Scott's 1949 Part 1 or 2, $3.50 each. Combined. 

~7.00 . U. S. Specl.ltzed, $3.50. 
-Scott', 1948-Comblned, new. $4.15. Part I, $1.95. 
1st Day 4c Air Postal, Jan. 10, cacheted, 19c. 

Arteraft, 29c. 
6c New Atr :Mall stamp. Jan. 18. cacheted single. 

l Sc; block of 4. 37c ; .Artcrart alngie. 25c. block 
of 4. 400. 

1st Day Price List. Just ISliued. 10c, deduct able 
trom (irst order. 
J. N. CLARKSON, JR., Dept. II, Ridgewood , N.J. 

Weekly Philatelic Gossil) 



a centennial. These range all the 
way from a simple display of the 
relics of those times to the most elabo
rate spectacles such as the repetition 
of the ride of De Anza and his men 
from San Diego to the hills overlook
ing San Francisco Bay. Day by day 
these modern men, clad in armour and 
the habiliments of the De Anzo ex
pedition, covered the ground their 
predecessors had traversed until at 
last they stood in the exact spot De 
Anza stood when he first looked upon 
the beautiful landlocked body of 
water, the Bay of San Francisco. 

The publicity of our centennial will 
undoubtedly bring to light many let
ters and covers of those early days. 
Letters that will bring out the mode 
of life and the events of those times, 
and covers that will thrill the stamp 
collector and give us a grea ter in
sight into the early mails. Undoubt
edly there are covers and letters car
ried during the reign of Spain. A 
number of covers rest in the collec
tors' hands that originated during 
the Mexican rule, as well as the brief 
period of the Bear Flag Republic. I 
have never heard of covers emanat
ing under the Russian rule of their 
portion of our state. While Captain 
Sutter ruled a sizable empire in the 
center of our state he never attempted 
to claim it for his native Switzerland 
but was content to be a Californian. 

Necessity created the express com
panies, which became the deliverers 
of mail throughout the west. The 
collecting of these "Westerns" is one 
of the most interesting and enticing 
fields of the hobby. It is to be hoped 
that this special California edition of 
WEEKLY PHILATELIC GOSSIP, will 
serve to make our fellow philatelists 
conscious of the interest and value of 
collecting these historic covers. 

* * 

-Courtesy New York Journal-American. 

AUSTRIA-In the first year of its 
activity in Austria, the United Na
tions International Children's Emer
gency Fund has provided 8,599 tons 
of food for needy and undernourished 
Austrian children. This made it 
possible to serve the children 83,995,-
525 meals at a cost of $3,100,000. 

To show appreciation for this con
tribution to the health and welfare of 
their children, the Austrians will issue 
a special I-schilling blue green stamp 
on May 10th. It will commemorate 
the first year of U IeEF work there. 

The stamp will show a dove of peace 
flying from the U symbol toward 
an open-armed little boy. It was de
signed by Prof. Josef Seger and is 
being printed by photogravure at the 
Austrian State Printing Works, 
Vienna. 

(Page 837, please.) 
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U. S. Scarce Plates 
Airmails : Fine to Superb-D efense : F ine only. 

C·25-Plate 23271 U .L . @ $3.90, U,n, @ $2,25 
C·25-Plate 23218 U.L, @ 4,25. 
#900-2e Defense U.L, 22858·59 @ _____ _ 75e earh 

BOMER W. DA. VIS 
19 Harrison St.. Melrose HiGhlands 76. Mass. 

" BEA RD CRAFT" 
Albums- Pages & Acetate Page Cover s 

Circu lar Gratis 
C. WUNDERLIE . Box 96. Sun Valley. Calif. 

(I) United States , Iritish 
North America complete with 
1,000 ill ustrat ions ; (2) Airmail 
Stomps; (3) British Empire; 
(4) Stamp Collector's Anneal 
Catalog (albums , supplies , 
packets) with "How to Collect 
Stamps" and invaluable 
"Stamp Finder. " Each cataloll 
128 or more palles, many il · 
lustrat ions, wonderfully in
formative. Sent for 2Sc uch , 
deduct ible from first $2 order. 

H. E. HARRIS & CO . • 10, Transit Bldg .• Boston 

The Store on 46th St. 
OFFERS 

10% D iscount on all orders over $10.00 
Mint Used 
Sina . Sing. 

HO·413 Ic·2c E, & S, Colis_ (4) $ 1.84 $ .3~ 
4\4·420 8r·30e Reg, Iss , ____ (7) 14,20 3,01 
421 50e Yiolet S, L , WOl k, __ 18,50 LOO 
422 aGe Violet D. L. Wmk. __ 9.00 1. 10 
423 $1.00 Viole t B lack ________ 11.50 4.35 
424 ·33 le·lOe Perf, 10 S. L. 

WOlk, ________ (10) 9.43 1.35 
434·39 Ile·30e Perf, 10 S, L, 

441-44 Ir·2r \~;m~ s~--c~li;: m IU~ i:t~ 
4.45 3c Ylolet Coil __________ 12.75 8.50 
~62·72 le- IOc Perf. 10 

'\"e are In lite ,;:I:~~kto p-u-r-ch~~~Oh. ~~'~~d #o~~ 
eign In single Items. collections and acculIlulations. 

Wa nt Lists Fill ed. Catalogue Upon Request . 
JOH N BALTER & CO. 

III WEST 46th ST.. NEW YORK 19. N. Y. 

The Encyclopaedia 

No Strings '1'0 This Offer! 
ABSOLUTELY FREE 

One E n graved Ar tcr aft F irst Day Cover 
to A ny Collector Requesting Information 

About t he 

HARMONY FIRST DAY COVER CLUB 
416 South Market St., Wichita 2, Kansa s 

OFFER REPEATED 
3c )fim ll. s. Commemorati\,e Blocks of 4 40 Dirrerent _______ ____________ _______ $2.00 

WARO R. CHAPIN 
9130 Winthrop A'Ienu8. Detroit 28. Mi chigan 

Mint Recent Issues 
Panama-C88-95, Revolut ion a irs ____ $5 .70 
Philippines-L ibraries, s . p . _________ .37 
Poland-Roosevelt set _______________ 1.89 
Poland-Roosevelt s heet _____________ 4.16 
Monaco-Spor ts and Bosio __________ 3. 15 
Russia-#970 Stalingrad sheet _______ 3.10 
Saar-Child s. p , ___________________ .14 
Saar-F lood V ictims, s. p. __________ .75 
San Marino-CI PEX ____ ____________ .70 
St. Pierre--#2 49-55 F ree French 

sur charges _____________________ 11.00 

Ask for quotations on other St. Pierr e 
Free F rench you n eed. 

Mint new issue approvals on r eques t. 

GLENN C. CROSSMAN 
RICEVILLE, IOWA 

WANT LISTS 
FILLED PROMPTLY-

COMPLETELY: 
N ow with many lourC6 of luppiy cut 

off you can It III make ule of our yut 

Stock of Over 65,000 Vars. 
We carry one of the iarlreat .tocka of 

U . S. A Forellrn ltampi in the country. 

MAIL US YOUR WANT LlST
TODAY I 

Downtown Stamp Co. .A 
H Academy St., Newark, N. J. ilD&. 

of BRITISH EMPIRE POSTAGE STAMPS 
VOL. II 

The Empire in AFRICA 
456 pages packed with information on 
a ll known philat elic aspect s of postal 
h istory and postage stamps, including 
over 1400 illustrations and 7 maps. 

$5.00 
ROBSON LOWE, LTD. 

50 PALL MALL, LONDON, S, W. 1 
Telephone: Abbey 4034 

Cables : "Stamps, London" 

AMERICAN OFFICE 
1320 WIDENER BUILDING, P HI LADELPHIA 7, P E NNA. 

Telephone : Locust 4~1367 

Also at BOURNEMOUTH and MELBOURNE 
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A WORTHWHILE SAFEGUARD 
When you buy a stamp from me. you acquire not only the stamp, but also complete 

peace of mind concerning it. You need never worry lest someday some boara of experts 
prove it other than I represented it to you. You KNOW that I will make good on any
thing I sell , even though the error may not be discove red for years afterward. Not only 
do I have the will, but the ability as well, to stand firmly on t his guarantee. 

ARTHUR C. LA.~E, Want List Specialist 
44 SCHOOL STREET, BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS 

FREE INFORMATION 
(POSTAGE APPREC.IA:EO) 

GEO:W.WENTZ,JR. 
SAN mARCOS, T 

SWITZERLAND 
Specialized 

Want Lists filled On Approval. Grilled 
paper. perforation and other varieties. 
Tete Beehe, 8e~tenant, Zwiscbenstege. 

~I. DITI'~IAR & CO~IP ANY 
237 E. 42 St., NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

AIRMAIL POSTAL STATIONERY 
Air letter sheets . ai rmall postcards. and ai r mail 
stamped envelopes ot foreign counLries are a\'all· 
able on approval. 
A. STU R M, Box 7338, Pittsburgh 13, Penna. 

LIBERIA 
exclusively 

P ostage, Airmails , Covers and Collections. 

E. M. KE~IENY 
5407 Fernwood Ave., Hollywood 27, Calif. 

References. 

The Real Answer 
To the Mounting Question 

DEALERS' INQUIRIES INVITED_ 

Distributed by H. T. BRODY 
1604 E. Tulpehocken St. 

PHILADELPHIA 38, PA. 

". 1111. 1111.1111.1111.1111.1111.1111.1111.1111.1111.1111. 1111. 

OJ JwfRdifilfL 
FOR STAMPS 

New improved 1949 models ready. 
Perfect for filing Mint sheets, Miniature 
sheets, Mint block.s, part sheets, strips, 
and plate number blocks ... also photo 
negatives. 
Covers are embossed imitation leather 
finish in choice of blue, green, brick 
red and brown. 24 pockets in each 
are high quality glassine. 

For Mint Sheets, 12" x 10- , • Price 50c 
For Miniature Sheets, 9~·x S- PricII30c 
For Mint Blocks, 5" x 3" ••• Price 20c 

I f 'Jour dealer can't .serve you, .send ,our 
dollar Jor one of each oj the above sizes. 

Postpaid with corne11lDTatives frorn 

WESCO~INC. 
Quality Philatelic Supplus 

RM 608 709 Pine St, St Louis 1, Mo, 
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SEE THEM AT YOUR DEALERS 

Pages For 

Ships on Staulps • $2.50 
Trains on Stamps. 1.25 
Flags on Stamps. 2.00 
The only Fully Illustrated Topical Pages 

I 
on the market. If your dealer cannot supply you, 
write direet-

TOPICAL TYPE ALBUM PAGES 
224 Peachtree Arcade. Atlanta 3. Georgia 

ENJOY THE HOBBY OF KINGS 

1l 
at Ie per stamp, 500 diff . on approval. 
Beautifu l .set cat. SOc given to new ap
pli cants. Ask for n selection TO DA Y! 

References. please. 
EDWIN A. BOWDITCH 

Bloomfield 8. Conn. 

, ina size approvala 
(Copyright 1947) 

F Illustrated Foreign F 
R NEW ISSUE NEWS R 
E Yours monthly. No E 
E ObligaLlon to you. E 

BERNARD STEINHAUSER 
530 E. 159 St .. Bronx 56G . N. Y. 

GIVE YOURSELF A TREAT 
Our " Personalized" U. S. Approvals will 

fill those empt.y spaces in your album 
Quickly and economically. Send your want 
list and prove to yourself that our service 
is bes t. 

C & R STA~ SERVICE 
Box 186. Junction City, KansBs 

YOll SAVE 
Moun t ing approvals takes t ime. The 
value of this time must be added to the 
cost of a ll stamps you buy when 
m ounted . Save t his added cost. Send $1 
and we'll send you an envelope of fine 
foreign stamps cata log 10c to $1 each. 
Pick out 20 you like best for your $1, 
r etu rning the rest. This way you can 
have such extra fin e stamps as Dr. Col. 
Silver J u bilees, airs, semi-posta Is, etc., 
which you cou ldn't afford to buy at the 
hig her cost of ordinary methods. 

Send $1.00 now to 

~IARDEN F. ROSS 
BOX 907, OAKDALE, CALIF. 

9--$9--$9-$9--11 ___ " 

Opportunity 
Your approval service is important to 

1 YOU. YOU want the stamps that YOU I 
'" want--not the stamps that the dealer ~ 

7 wants to get rid of. YOU want quality "'I 
stamps at prices YOU think r easonable. 4ft 

7'" YOU want the free things--<!ourtesy, '" 
promptness, and attention-that often .J. 

7
'" YOU don' t get. In short, YOU want '" 

the stamps t hat YOU want at the I 
'" prices that YOU like to pay. Here ~ 1 is you r opportunity to get exactly that. i 
... ~ Service is only the beginning. Become .M 

7 a regular customer for general ap- i 
provals, and YOU get A NINE BUCK ~ 

7'" Scott I nternational Loose-leaf Album 'f 
'" at nO cost to YOU. Mail the coupon J. 

7
1 :e~:B::D~ D::~::D~fP':::~s~ Ir 

P. O. Box 4623, 
Atlanta 2, Ga. 
Please send facts and approvals 
N arne ______________________________ _ 

Address ____________________________ _ 

City ________ ____________ State _______ _ 
• __ ",--$9-$9-$9-$9-1 ___ • 

MANCHUKUO 
Complete Country, #1-164 & CI-4 (except 

#30) - Total 158 Mint Stamps 
$30.00 

#127-164, 15 complete mint sets, 38 stamps, 
Cat. Value $2.41 

FOR ONLY $1.10 

JAPAN 
Recent Souvenir Sheets Plus #396-99 
sport block (4), Cat. Val. $2 .47 

JUST $1.00 

F. P. LAMB 
P. O. BOX 323, FLINT I, MICH. 

Mention W. P. G. When Ans. Ad!>" 

ANY COLLECTOR 
CAN OPERATE 

WE GUARANTEE IT! 
- e -

Individual collectors, with their inexpen
sive "U-VE-LITE" units, are now doing 
in their own hornes the same fascinatintg 
tests t hat larger and more costly machines 
do in exhibition halls. 

You, too, can fluoresce inks, detect re
pairs, overprints, hinge m arks, and varied 
forms of tampering. And there are numbers 
of other substances, including many chemi
cals, rocks, drugs, dyes, foodstuffs, etc. , 
which react to wavebands 3280-3920 Ang
strom units. 

SIMPLE: Self-contained in hardwood 
case; no separate parts, no adjustments; 
no wait. Plug it in (110-115-V, 60 cycle 
A.C. ONLY) ; press the button and it's 
ready. Disco~nect plug and it stops. 

SAFE: Foolproof. N o dark g lasses. No 
harmful g lare. Practically no visible light. 

ECONOMICAL: Normal bulb life, 1000 
hours ; current less than 1c an hour. In
expensive bulb and filter replacements. 
One year guara.ntee against material and 
workmansh ip we find to be defective. 

LOW 

COST 

(Plus Tax where required) 

MONEY.BACK TEST: If not satisfied, re
turn prepaid within five days for full 
refund. 

"FLAW -FINDER" PRICE REDUCED 
Save m oney noV{ on "Flaw-Finder", 
the 10-Power Illuminated Magnifier: 

With Genuine Pigskin Case, only __ $9.65 
"Flaw-Finder" without Case _____ 7.50 

P ostpaid in U. S. A. 

PHILLIPS 
SCIENTIFIC SPECIALTIES COMPANY 

551 Cherry St., Suite 216. 
ELIZABETH 3, NEW JERSEY 
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Westerns Wanted 
Old correspondence, covers, docu
ments, etc., pertaining to the 
Western mail - preferably before 
1870. Submit with price. 

• *. 

HARRY E. GRAY 
1524 F ranklin Street 

Oakland 12, Calif. 

Ment ion W. P.G. when answerinJ! Ads. 

Mint British 
Silver Wedding Sets 

We have refrained from advertising Silver 
Wedding sets, due to unstable market con
ditions, as well as heavy prior commitments 
which we wanted to fill. before undertaking 
further orders. At the present t ime, we 
are offering only the sets listed below, for 
immediate delivery from our comprehensive 
stock . P rices are subj ect to cha n ge, but 
we will try to deliver these stamps at ad
vertised prices as long as present stocks 
last. Additional stocks we realize will have 
to be sold at higher prices. 
We suggest that the collector or investor 
buy individual Wedding sets where avail
able. as long as they are at the low prices 
we are offering them at. From t ime to time 
we w ill either add to this list items not now 
li.3ted, or remove items sold out. We be
lieve that our offerings are the lowest 
prices in the market, and a sensational buy 
at this time. 
Great Bri tai n ___ M.50 
Morocco A genc ies_ 4.90 Ad en ___________ 3.S0 
Kath iri _________ 1.85 
Qu'a it i _________ 1. 5 
Anti gua _________ 1.35 
Ascens ion _______ 5.00 
Basuto land ______ 2.90 
Bech uana land ____ 3.10 
Br . Guiana ______ 3.25 
Br. Hond uras ____ 23.50 
F iji ____________ 1.10 
Fa lkland Oep. ___ .39 
Gam bi a _________ 5.25 
Gi braltar _______ fl.75 
Gold Coast _____ 2.45 

Hong Kong _____ $3.70 
l eewar ds _______ 1.35 
Malta __________ 5.25 
Montserrat ______ 1.3.) 
Nig er ia _________ 1.35 
N. Rhodesia _____ 7.75 
Nyassa land ______ 2.45 
St. Ki tts ________ 1.33 
S t. Vincent ______ i .50 
Soyc hell es _______ 3.00 
S. W. Afri ca Pr. _ .25 T urks ___________ ·1.00 
Virgin Islands __ 5.10 
Union of At. Pr. __ .15 
II Malayan 

States ______ 50.00 

Complete low value Wedding sets on hand. except 
I I Malayan States. N. Born eo. Br. Solomons. Pi t 
cairn and Gil bert . 
Prices for low va lue Weddings, without sets listed above ___________________________ $4.75 

Sh eets of 60, ~ro rata. 

H E RRICK SPECIA LS 
Egypt, New Ind. set 5 val. __________ $ .37 
Egypt, Gaza, blocks pro rata ________ .15 
New Guin ea, i;42, 2sh, cat. $1.50 ____ .45 
New Gui nea, t44, 10sh, cat. $7.00 ____ 1.75 
A ustr alia, ~196, now obs . . new stamp 

unwmkd out. Offering 196 at ____ .04 
Gr . Bri tain, :128, cat. 15c ____________ .04 
Gr . Britain , : 131, excellent buy, 2¥.,d 

ultramarine, cat. 35c ____________ .12 
Gr . Britai n , Jll, scarce, cat. $1.75 __ .55 
Gr . Britain, J19-24, cat. $1.36 _______ .35 
Tangier, :-2 to 4, cat. 55c, scarce ____ .20 
Egypt, E3, cat. $1.00 ________________ .39 

. Zealand, :215A, 2sh., cat. 80c ____ .42 
N. Zea la nd, AR75 Under face ______ .25 

AR76 ______ .50 
AR77 ______ .SO 
AR78 ______ 1.00 
AR84 ______ 3.00 
AR85 ______ 4.00 
AR90 ______ .70 

Tonga, this set very scarce and highly 
desirable both here and abroad; 
: 63 to 69, comp., cat. $15.75 ____ 5.65 

Tonga, Ish val., : 6, cat. 40c ________ .18 
SPECIAL NOTE: 
Antigua, Montserrat, St. Kitts - 10sh 

and pd. all obs. Price each pro ___ 6.75 
H ave an excellent New Issue Service for 
BRITISH E MPIRE. Stamps sent on ap
proval upon request, with proper references. 

Herrick Stamp Co. 
43 Herrick Dr ive, Lawrence, L. I., N. Y. 

Phone Cedarhurst 9-3729 

f o .... IUay 1 4, 1 9 4 9 

Scandinavian 
Geo. C. Anderson 

49-12 - 217th ST., BAYSIDE, NEW Y ORK 

350 For 500 Diff. Latin America. Ou r 
new comp lete list is in cluded. 

• GERSON'S STAMP STORE 
72 9 S. W . 4th, Portland 4, Ore. 

AUCTION BUYERS 
Catalogues of our 

Mail Sales 
~ ~a ilable on request. 

F.'anklin Stamp Company 
111 Leverich Street 

Hempstead, New York ·54tf 

U.S.Superb 
(Cen tering Perfect . All Mint Condition ) 

294-299 
369 
401-40~ 
614-616 
61, -619 
620·621 
658-679 
704-715 
140·H9 
859 ·893 

Single Bl ock 
Pan American ___________ $19.95 $lOIl.OO 
2c Lincoln ________ _______ 13.75 58.50 
Pan Pacific _____________ 80.00 381.50 
Huguenot __ ______________ 4.00 Ii.OO 
Lexington ___ ___ _________ 2.75 12.50 
Norse ___________________ 3.50 14.50 
Kansas- :\ebraska _________ 39.50 160.00 
BicelllennlaJ _____________ 2.25 !l.00 
Parks __________ ___ ______ 1.50 6.00 
Famous Americans _______ 6.50 26.50 

SUPERB U. S. AIRMAILS 
Cl 
C2 
C3 
C4 
C5 
C6 
CI0 
Cll 
CJ2 
CJ3-15 
C18 
C24 

6e Fi rst Airmail _________ $ 2.50 
16c First Airmail _________ 8.00 
24c First Airmail _________ 5.50 

8e Second Airmail ________ lAO 
16c Second Airmail ________ 5.75 
24c Second Airmail ________ 7.75 
10c Lindbergh _____________ .45 
5c Beacon _____ ___________ .30 
5c Winged Globe _________ .30 

ZeppeJins _____________ 95.00 
50c Zeppelin ______________ 8.00 
30c Trans-Atlantic ________ 1.25 

$11.00 
37.00 
23.50 

6.7" 
25.50 
35.50 

2.00 
1.45 
1. 115 

399.50 
34.00 

5.00 
UYou pay less when you buy the best" 

Complete pr ice li st f ree for self -addressed stamped 
enJ\l eJope--N o Post Cards, pl ease! 

S. PINCBOT 
929-31 P ARK A V E., NEW YORK 28 

NeW 
10 pate 

Up G neral 
5 star e 
stamp Albulfl • 

"The 
PHILATELIC MAGAZINE" 
Offers you topical articles and news and vIew •• 

Annual Sub., $2.00. 3 years for $5.00. 

Harris Publications, Ltd, 
445, STRAND, LONDON, ENGLAND 

WANTED-FOR CASH 
United Sta tes Covers up to and inc ludIng 1904. 

Any k ind, any Quantity . 
HENRY LACKS, 1081 Midland, SI. Louis 5, Mo. 

(A.P.S. #9996) 

ALBANIA 
Mint and Used 

Single complete seta and on cover. 
Country practically complete. 
Your Want .list apprec iated. 

References. 

A,TELAT 
*22lt 

P. O. Box 119. HACKENSACK. N. J. 

FRENCH COLONIALS 
Beaut if ul mint commem or a tive sets like 

th ese w ill really brig hten up you r a lbu m. 

NEW YORK FAIR 
Issued for the 1939 N ew Yor k 
Fair. 2 values from 24 colon ies (48) $4.25 

F E LIX EBOU E 
F irst resistant of t he em p ire. 
2 va lues from 13 colonies ____ (26) 2.50 

LIBERTY HEAD 
A str ik ing semi-postal set. 
1 va lue f rom 14 colonies _____ (14) 2.25 

194 0 AIRMAILS 
T he fi r st co1onia l a irs . 
5 va lues f r om 8 colon ies ______ (40) 3:10 

Any of the above a r e rea1 bu ys on t he cur
re nt market. The French Franc is stiffen
ing da ily, so BE WISE, a nd order yours 
today. 

tlkolm3 !lor StampJ 
(A .P.S. 24393) 

821 HAYES AVE., RACINE, WIS. 

• • • 

* * 
* * 

* 

---*------*------*-------*~----*---
1. Over 15,000 Spaces! 
2, Loose-Leaf, Linen Finished Paper! 
3. Over 4,400 Illustrations ! 
4. Over 600 Spaces for U. S., up to 1949! 
5. Blue Fabricoid Binder of Superior Quality ! 

Glassine Sheets, P lain and QuadriIled P ages are all availabl ~, So: 
Order Now from your DEALER or, direct from publishers: .. . 

DANSCO 
211 3 Colorado Santa Monica, California 

(W r ite for F r ee Descriptive L iterat ure) 
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THE INSIDE STRAIGHT 
By 

BARRY 

WEISS 

California, here we come! Those 
might have been the words of the 
riders of the early mail days, long be
fore the railroads crossed the plains 
and mountains enroute to California. 
Our edi torial offices are situated 
within a hundred miles of the frontier 
towns of a date long ago. The West 
Coast and in particular the great 
State of California was on the re
ceiving end in those days. N atural
ly those cover collectors are well in
formed on how the mail was received. 
Today's story has to do with the 
sending end. 

Westport, Mo., in those days, was 
one of the first frontier posts to the 
southwest of us. Today Westport is 
known as Kansas City, Mo., the eni 
of the rail line in those days. From 
there through what is now known as 
Kansas City, Kans., Mission, Kans., 
the old Santa Fe trail struck out to 
the southwest. A ferry made the 
trip across the "Big Muddy" and mail 
riders and the stage coach carried 
the mail beyond. 

At what is now Fort Leavenworth, 
Kansas, the old chains that were used 
to tie up t he ferry boats can still 
be seen, this trail struck in a jagged 
north - westerly direction. Man y 
people still living remember seeing 
this old trail in their childhood. A 
short distance from Holton, Kansas, 
is a hamlet known as America City. 
Here one can still see the old Buffalo 
Wallow, a big hole where the buffalo 
came for their drink and bath. De
cendants of old man Armstrong re
lated to us not so long ago, the hard
ships of the trip from Leavenworth 
to America City, a distance of less 
than one hundred miles, a two weeks 
round trip in those days, with horse 
and wagon over a rough rutted road, 
a nightmare in rainy weather. I t 
was here that the old barn can still 
be seen where the Armstrongs ran 
the old freight line, also occasionally 
carrying mail to the Pikes Peak terri
tory and Denver City. There were 
several names for this trail, locally 
it was called Armstrong's route. 

Less than sixty miles northeast of 
our office the City of St. J oseph is 
located. It is on the Missouri side 
of the river. It was from St. Joseph, 
Mo. that the original Pony Express, 
on A.j>ril 3, 1860, started its west
ward course. 
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The collector of Pony Express 
covers would be in a cover collector's 
paradise were he able to visit St. 
Joseph, Mo. and he would be thrilled 
to visit the old barn where the start 
of the overland journey was made 
by the intrepid riders of another day. 
Our illustration is what the barn 
looked like in the days of the past. 
Today the front remains. The back 
of the barn is a shambles. Solid wal
nut construction comprised the wood
work and stalls-today, after visitors 
have taken souvenirs in the form of 
walnut pieces of board to make gavels 
and other momentos, the Chamber of 
Commerce is trying its best to have 
the City of Saint Joseph preserve this 
historical structure. On our last visit 
to this barn, it looked very much like 
our illustration. 

Across the street from this barn 
and on the very spot that the riders 
knew as their starting point, a beau
tiful granite marker, built to endure, 
tells the story. Another generation 
will learn the story we are writing 
about today and cover collectors in 
generat ions to come will take camera 
shots for t heir albums and cover col
lections. 

In the center of the city of Saint 
J oseph stands a gigantic bronze 
statue of a Pony Express rider on a 
dashing horse. The figures are 
mounted on a huge granite base. 
Modern highways radiate in all direc
tions from this highway in contrast 
to the roads of early 1860. 

The Robidoux Hotel in this city has 
a giant mural in its tavern. Here are 
pictured the many routes that were 
used in the olden days. The Pony 
Express route is shown in bold re
lief. One can see at a glance that 
this route was a tortuous one that 
went anywhere but in a direction 
that was the shortest. In the dining 
rooms of this hotel, the menus also 
have a cover showing this mural. 
The Missouri City of the Saint are 
proud of their tradition, the starting 
point of the Pony Express route. 

Going west across the State of 
Kansas, not much is left of the old 
trail. The old Hollenberg Ranch 
house is still standing near Hanover, 
Kansas. This was a relay station 
where drivers arrived, received fresh 
mounts and were again on their way 
to Sacramento, Calif. Collectors will 
remember Hanover, Kansas, some
times referred to as the old Cotton
wood house relay station. Today, as 
drivers take their modern automobile 
and follow U. S. Route No. 36, they 
pass through several of the towns 
that were on the old Pony Express 
route. Seneca, Marysville and other 
towns today boast of no trail, rather 
a wide paved highway where in one 
half hour they cover as many miles 
a s the Pony Express rider made in 
many hours. 

The old ranch house referred to 
was built by G. H. Hollenberg back in 
1857. Some years ago the Kansas 

(Pag e 342, please.) 
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RESEARCH • • • • • • 
As applied to the subject of the Western Expresses, their 

Handstamps and Franks 

ByW. W . PHILLIPS 

People frequently ask me: "What 
is this research you are so interested 
in, and how do you go about it?" and 
again: "Why does it take so long 
to finish the job?" 

Research is defined by Webster as: 
" (1) A searching for something, 
especially with care or diligence. (2) 
Careful or critical inquiry or exami
nation in seeking facts or principles; 
diligent investigation in order to as
certain something; as, antiquarian, 
literary or scientific research." 

As applied to the quest for knowl
edge relative to the carrying of mail 
matter by the Express Companies in 
the West, (that portion of the United 
States lying west of the westerly 
borders of the States of Minnesota, 
Iowa, Missouri, Arkansas and Louisi
ana) and in Alaska, British Colum
bia, Hawaii and Mexico, research at 
present must be carried on in the 
libraries and museums which have 
preserved for our use in this Centen
nial year of 1949, the newspapers, 
diaries and letters of 100 years ago, 
and those which followed to about the 
turn of the Century. 

and filed alphabetically in 3-ring 
binders. These notes include auction 
records, which have been kept since 
1929. Three indexes have been pre
pared, the first an alphabetic listing, 
the second a listing by States, and 
the third a listing by area, as, for 
example, the Boise Basin in Idaho. 
Maps of each State are included in 
the State index, of a type showing 
very small localities and "Ghost 
Towns." A list of the old newspapers 
available for study in the public libra
ries, State Libraries and University 
Libraries of each State is also car
ried in the files, so that before start
ing on a searching trip an estimate 
of the time required for a certain 

CASE'S 

Squaw Valley and 

of papers published in Portland, The 
Dalles, or Walla Walla. 

Many of the smaller Expresses, 
operated by a partnership or by indi
viduals, did not advertise in their 
local papers, since their business was 
known to everyone on their route and 
in their base town. But most express
men were either agents of the local 
newspaper, which they carried and 
sold along their route, or else they 
acted as traveling reporters, collect
ing bits of news in the various camps 
which they visited and turning them 
over to the local editor on arrival back 
to base. The editor usually gave 
"puffs," as they were called, in ap
preciation of the expressman's efforts 
in his behalf, or mentioned the ex
pressman in connection with the item 
when published, as: 

Sam Abbey, who runs a daily Ex
press from this place to Sebastopol, 
Sweetlands, Birchville and French 
Corral, has obligingly supplied this 
office with San Francisco and At
lantic papers. 

EXPRESS, 

Michigan Bluff. 

Paid. Not many Expresses carried mail 
matter under frank as late as 1900. 
The Alaska-Pacific Express operated 

, during the '98 gold rush, with offices 
in Seattle, Tacoma and Port Town
send, Washington; Portland, Oregon, 
and at some half dozen towns and 
camps in Alaska. Wells, Fargo & 
Co. carried letter mail under frank 
in Mexico as late as 1905, according 
to covers seen. The greater number 
of the Western Expresses operated 
between 1849 and 1869, principally in 
areas where mining was being carried 
on, and it is to the newspapers of 
those dates to which we must turn for 
information, (to be found in both ad
vertisement and news item), as to 
owners, routes and rates. 

A very rare Express Frank used in Placer County, California, in the 1860's. 

Naturally, to be effective the hunt 
must be thorough, and all available 
sources of information checked be
fore the results are tallied and con
clusions drawn. The length of time 
involved, then, is in direct proportion 
to the mass of material to be 
searched; since the work must be 
thoroughly done to obtain worthwhile 
results, it cannot be handled in a 
hurried manner. Time can be saved 
only by its efficient use, and an order
ly method of taking, transcribing and 
filing of notes. 

The Wl'iter has accumulated since 
1921 somewhat over 8,000 pages of 
notes covering the operations of some 
1750 expresses, typed on letter paper 

for ~lay 14, 1949 

Collection of Adolf Weber, Berkeley, Calif. 

locality can be made and the trip 
planned accordingly. 

The actual searching of the col
umns of the old newspapers, usually 
in very fine print and with paper dis
colored by age, is a most tedious af
fair, and great care must be taken 
that some tiny item of importance is 
not missed. Frequently a small news 
item will be found in a newspaper 
published far from some new mining 
district, that will disclose the exist
ance of a new but un-named Express, 
and start a chain of search which in 
time may develop the entire story. A 
typical "tip-off" is shown below: 

Letter From Washington Te?'1'itory: 
Fort Walla Walla, W. T. 
February 10th, 1860 

. . . An express will be organized 
in March, to connect Portland with 
the Similkameen via Walla Walla. 

(Sacramento, Calif., "Daily 
Union," March 10, 1860.) 

On finding such an item in a paper, 
it is copied and indexed under, in this 
case, "Washington Expresses," and 
is also noted upon a list of references 
to be checked. Obviously in the above 
case the best files in which to seek 
further information would be those 

(North San Juan, Calif. weekly 
"Hydraulic Pre s s," October 
23, 1858.) 

Thanks to Aitkin & Co.'s Express 
for favors from Salmon and Kla
math. Foul' days only from the 
Forks. It arrived too late, last 
night, to give the correspondence 
and news rec'd. today, as our paper 
was made up. 

(Uniontown, Calif. weekly 
"Humboldt Times," Febru
ary 23rd, 1856.) 

BILL SCOOCH now owns the 
Express line to Copper City and 
Pittsburgh. Bill is the most ac
comodating of drivers. Everybody 
rides with him, for if a man is 
without money he'll take him along 
anyway. We wish him success. 

(Shasta, Calif. weekly "Shasta 
Courier," August 15, 1863.) 

These little bits and pieces, care
fully filed and indexed, represent the 
evidence upon which the final state
ments as published by the searcher 
are founded . It is important that 
they be copied verbatim, with a record 
made of the Volume, Number and 

(Page 999, pZ6ase.) 
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The Saga Of The Camel Express 
By FREDRIC HOLLADAY 

The sun spread its golden fingers 
across the adobe bricks of the pueblo's 
'houses and many a pasiano yawned as 
he drew up his breeches and threw 
open the door to welcome the coming 
of a new day. Suddenly the awaken
ing villagers gaped in astonishment 
at the sight of a strange procession 
which appeared from out the dis
tance. Down the sunbaked, narrow 
streets of the pueblo of Los Angeles 
plodded a convoy of camels, carrying 
freight of all sizes, defying descrip
tion, swung across their towering 
humps. A mob of screaming and 
laughing Mexican children ran along
side the awkward beasts as they 
moved through the outskirts of the 
dusty town and headed for the cen
tral plaza and supply huts clustered 
thereby. 

The first camel express had come to 
town, without advance fanfare. There 
were no kleig lights to blind them 
as they drew up to the plaza's hitch
ing posts; no scantily-clad bathing 
beauties to extend a welcoming hand 
to the tired and perspiring drivers, 
for this was Los Angeles in the year 
of 1858. 

The story behind the forming of 
the camel express is written with a 
pen filled with romanticism. During 
the 1850's desert travel in the west
ern states was fraught with danger; 
not only from roving bands of hostile 
Indians but from the terror of travel 
with exhausted and hungry horses, 
that staggered and finally fell under 
their riders to die of thirst or hunger 
and leave their masters afoot hun
dreds of miles from the nearest out
post. During these trying years of 
the winning of the west, some of 
Washington's brightest minds con-

ceived the idea of importing camels 
from Africa or Arabia to solve man's 
ever-increasing problem of transport
ing mail and supplies over the arid 
wastelands. 

Among those statesmen interested 
in the novel ptan was Jefferson Davis, 
then Secretary of War under Presi
dent Franklin Pierce. In 1855, Jeff 
Davis urged Congress to appropriate 

GREEK GEORGE 

$30,000 in order to dispatch army and 
navy officers to Egypt to purchase 
several herds of the bea&ts. David 
Porter, later the famed admiral, and 
Major Henry Wayne, headed the 
Egyptian expedition and succeeded in 
purchasing a total of 78 camels for 
$250 each. It then took a great deal 
of good old American diplomacy to se
cure a permit to export the animals 
out of the Nile country. The two 

Cacheted cover carTieci on the re,,-ival run of the Camel Express from Fort 
Tejon to Los Angeles, California on November 5, 1935. 

-Through the courtesy of Fred Coops. Jr. 
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men won their argument and during 
1855's later months thirty-four camels 
were loaded aboard the USS Supply 
and transported to Indianola, Texas. 
During the voyage the Supply was 
buffeted by unusually heavy seas and 
the camels were a forlorn and lonely 
looking lot when they first set foot 
upon the broad Texas soil. 

Twenty-eight of the new arrivals 
were -allotted to Fort Tej on, located 
near the now large city of Bakers
field, Calif. and under the command 
of Lt. Edward Fitzgerald Beale (later 
an ambassador) the beasts plodded 
their way across the sweltering sands 
to the California fortress. All 6.:f 
them arrived in good condition and 
Lt. Beale was so enthusiastic with 
the performance of his "desert ships" 
that he said to the officers in com
mand, as they swayed through the 
fort's open gates, "they are the 
noblest beasts alive!" 

The camels were pressed into serv
ice almost immediately after their ar
rival at Fort Tejon; carrying loads 
of up to 1,000 pounds apiece to the 
pueblo of Los Angeles, then a village 
of 3,500 inhabitants. N ",tive camel
drivers had been imported from 
abroad to handle the animals and two 
of them, Greek George and Hi Jolly, 
achieved a somewhat eccentric sort of 
fame during the years that followed. 
It has been said that citizens of the 
sprawling pueblo were hard-pressed 
to decide which were the oddest of the 
strange caravan-the camel-drivers 
or the animals themselves. 

As more of the camels were pressed 
into service, apprentice Mexican 
drivers were hired to take care of the 
overload and they proved to be so 
inadequate in handling the animals 
that the army grew discouraged with 
their venture. In 1859 they began 
selling the herds. One of the largest 
purchasers at the government auction 
was John Butterfield, president of the 
Overland M ail Company, the n 
optioned by the government to carry 
mail between San Francisco and St. 
Louis. He used some of the camels 
on his mail run but they were so in
ferior to his fast overland stages that 
he abandoned the venture. 

Another pioneer in freight and ex
press service, Captain W. S. Hancock, 
bought part of the original herd and 
sought to establish an express service 
between Los Angeles and Fort Mojave. 
The good captain was doomed to bit
ter disappointment in his trial run by 
the antics of Gl;€ek George, who suc
ceeded in getting himself lost in the 
desert for two and one half days on 
the initial trip . The resulting ridicule 
from press and prospective shippers 
alike threw the Captain out of busi
ness . . 

Fort Tejon was disbanded in 1860 
and the remaining 30 camels stabled 
there were driven to Los Angeles and 
quartered near the plaza, where the 
citizenry loudly proclaimed their dis-
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California Early Revenues 
By E. R. VANDERHOOF 

With origin dating back to 1857 
and continuing for some twelve years 
the adhesive revenues of the state 
of California are perhaps unique in 
many ways. They were the first 
adhesive revenues issued in the 
Americas. They are, the early issues, 
perfect examples of wood engraving. 

When we compound the various 
papers, the different inks, the circu
lar die cuts and the wide range of con
troIs: all spread out over a modest 
gamut of tax phases we enter into a 
recondite aspect of collecting. 

These stamps are known but slight
ly to the ordinary collector, their 
charm and magnetic elements render
ing mental satisfaction to the few 
whose asthetic penchants require a 
rare cataplasm to ease their acne. 

Space precludes more than a brief 
mention of even the most intriguing 
facets of attractivity inherent to 
these stamps. The specialist spins 
out the thl'ead of his sleave as he 
penetrates more and more into the 
multiplicity of Controller's controls 
which consist of the initials of the 
Controller stamped upon the design of 
the stamp per se. 

There are twelve different con
trols of seven Controllers. There 
was an eighth Controller but he used 
no private control, merely using up 
what his predecessor had validated 
in advance. 

We find two varieties of tough 
pelure paper, the sheets bearing the 
embossed design indicative of the 
English paper makers. The pelure 
is succeeded by a bond paper of 
varying texture and enlarged by laid 
lines and color content. This study 
of papers becomes most absorbing as 
we slowly and surely allocate each to 
its class. 

The very first issue was a circular 
stamp of 32 mm. diameter. This did 
not last long. History seems to prove 
that the stock of stamps was stolen. 
The cache of the stolen stamps was 
discovered nearly ninety years later. 
It was for this reason, in all proba
bility that made it necesary to come 
out with a new issue. The same cir
cular design was adhered to, but the 
size was reduced to a diameter of 
26mm. 

I have never been able to balance 
the dates of the first issue 32 mm. 
against the second issue 26 mm. and 
take into cognizance the disappear
ance of the stock of the first issue 
and the quick substitution of a 
second issue to cancel the first, now 
out of bounds and demonetized. But 
we know it all happened in 1857-1858 
(circa) . 

The third and final issue was a 
series of values, each of slightly vary-
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ing design which did duty for all pur
poses. These are known to the fra
ternity as rectangulars as against 
circulars of the earlier emissions. 

The large circular stamps were 
mainly for BILL OF LADING (in 
four parts) and MARINE INSUR
ANCE (in 3, 6, 9 or 12 months). 
These are without exception R to 
RRR. Certain of these are to be had, 
without control, from the find of the 
ancient theft. But even these are 
now about dissipated by the attrition 
of demand. 

The small circular stamps were 
used mostly for EXCHANGE, which 
legend predominates their faces. IN
SURANCE (Fire and Life) are tile 
next most commonly met with. But 
of this group the exceedingly rare 
values in blue are things of greatest 
rarity. The prices of the catalogue 
which rang'e from $35 to $90 are 
hardly indicative of their real 
scarcity. 

Then we meet with the classic AT
TORNEY AT LAW and the PAS
SENGER stamps. These are gems. 
The first was used to validate the 
seating of a practising attorney and 
usually was affixed to his sheepskin. 
The latter was a tax on passage 
tickets. Like the blue INSURANCE, 
all of this group are very rare and 
we find only an occasional float. 
The demand far exceeds the supply 
while the price is a deterrent to 
many. 

In both sizes of the circular stamps 
we encounter another entry into the 
maze of varieties. These are the 
serrate star cuts. They make the 
stamp seem like a miniature paper 
buzz saw, the teeth, of mainly two 
gauges animate the margin circularly. 
These constitute a system of stamp 
separation akin to the much more 
common plain circular DIE CUTS, 
being the rich relations of the poorer 
of the same consanguinity. 

But few of the star cuts are at all 
common, even comparatively. Every 
star cut is worth more than the 
square cut. Usually the DIE CUT 
is worth slightly less than the square 
cut. ' But this is purely a rhetorical 
and questionable rationalization of a 
poorly chosen norm. If the stamp 
is normal, cut square, it is seemingly 
abnormal when die cut. It seems de-

Weekly Philatelic Gossil) 



serving of at least an equal dignity, 
while the star cuts are sublimated 
in their true worth. 

My personal plan has always been 
to acquire a square cut, a die cut and 
a serrate whenever possible. It spins 
out the varieties, it uses up my spare 
change, it energizes my propensities, 
it heartens my collector's hormones 
ana it leaves no loophole where I 
may be derided for an error of omis
sion. Like in all collecting, the par
ticipant is not liable to his neighbor 
or friends. He is on his own and he 
blows willy, nilly, hot or cold just as 
his personal will and inclinations 
point. And what a magnificent ges
ture this is from a man to his Alter 
Ego. A man may do the wrong thing. 
He may do the right thing wrong. 
He may do either or both through 
stubbornness or ignorance or indif
ference. But one thing is sure out 
of the top drawer. He is the big 
boss and whatever he does no one else 
hould complain. 

The final issue of rectangular 
stamps form a well chosen foil to 
offset the circulars. They are really 
handsome stamps and the que&t for 
certain controls of even some of 
the commoner values is an arduous 
task. 

There is a wide range of values 
up to $10 which are mainly cheap 
£01' this order of philatelics. They 
may be had for prices up to about $2 
for the better values and as cheap as 
ten or fifteen cents. The rare item 
in this lower range is the $7 blue. I 
looked for a long time to annex this 
piece. All of the high values $19 to 
$56 are too difficult to price, each 
being worth $50 net or more for fine 
copies. Of most of this group from 
100 to 200 were the total emission of 
which most have been destroyed. 

The rectangulars expel·imented 
with a wholly new device for these 
issues. I refer to the roulette. Seven 
values are to be found rouletted, 
spread over the control initials of 
three Controllers. On these stamps 
we also find the moribund gasps of 
the circularly die cuts. Perfect discs 
without intersecting cutouts of the 
adjacent stamps are 1,000 times as 
rare as any imperfect. The die cut 
with also the roulette is known and 
enjoy a greater distinction for this 
double attention. 

Multiples of these rectangulars are 
known, of course, but it is astonish
ing how rare they actually are. Some 
years ago I undertook a canvass to 
determine just how rare blocks were 
as compared with singles. I listed 
all of the then known multiple pieces 
of those collectors who joined me in 
the task. aturally I could not gain 
access to everything that existed, yet 
I sifted down a solid cross section 
of the problem. It is safe to state 
that a multiple is 1,000 to 2,000 times 
as rare as a single. This is more or 
less. The same ration does not apply 
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across the board. But I believe that 
there exists as singles 1,000 to 2,000 
times as many of these stamps as 
compared to the total stamps of all 
existing multiples. 

It is at once apparent that the 
stamps were customarily sold to the 
public as singles, being cut apart 
before sale. But I have found that 
certain insurance companies have 
used unsevered stamps and certain 
firms have used them. It might then 
be that on occasion there were sold 
unsevered sheets to the consumer 
which sheets were not always dis
solved into their units but occasional
ly applied to the document in multi
ples. 

It is my fond hope that this brief 
writing about the stamps that dogged 

the heels of the Forty-niners will 
arouse a condign interest comparable 
to a tithe of their worth to those 
who enjoy some study above the jaded 
joys of the alackaday hingebending 
abracadabra. 

If I can communicate but a decimal 
part of my past and present love for 
these splendid issues to some reader 
my effort is amply repaid. 

* * 
Where we cannot invent, we may at 

least improve; we may give somewhat 
of novelty to that which was old, con
densation to that which was diffuse, 
perspicuity to that which was ob-·~ 
scure, and currency to that which was 
recondite. -COLTON 

From the collection of Edgar B. Jessup we are permitted to picture two of 
his favorite covers, each franked with un severed strips of four of the ten cent 
1847 issue. 

The ten cent 1847 stamp was not on sale in California. The cover mailed 
fron'l San Francisco is the only known cover showing that stamp used from this 
tate. It is intriguing to wonder how Macondray & Co. obtained the stamps. 

In all probability Howland and Aspinwall had sent them to Macondray to pre
pay a reply to some information they were seeking. 
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FOUNDERS PLAN BUILDS 
PHILATELIC CLUB 

By A. W. BLOSS 

Stamp clubs may be started when 
two collectors get together, or they 
may be started by one man with a 
plan. Either system may be success
ful, but the man with the plan has the 
advantage. 

The Philatelic Club of Los Angeles, 
Inc. is a club founded on a plan. The 
club is now in its twenty-second year; 
occupies its own club house owned 
by a group of its members; maintains 
a library second in America only to 
the Collectors Club of New York, 
proving that a plan can help a club. 

In 1927, Los Angeles, Calif. was 
ripe for a first class stamp club. 
Clubs had come and gone during the 
preceding decade, due partly to club 
politics , partly to lack of funds, and 
largely to lack of organization. 

Oscar F. Braecklein, then sales 
manager of a branch of a national 
tractor company, is the man who had 
the plan. He saw the need for the 
permanent philatelic headquarters 
where local and visiting collectors 
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could meet, and where stamp collec
tors could meet socially to further 
their hobby. 

Where the average club started 
with dues of $1.00 to $3.00 per year, 
Braecklein proposed creating Found
er Life Memberships at $75 (limited 
to twenty-five collectors), Dealer 
Founder Life Memberships at $75 
(without voting privilege), Regular 
membership at $10 initiation and $25 
annual dues, and corresponding mem
bership at $5.00. 

Braecklein believed, and rightly, 
that ample funds aid the building of 
any project, and his first year's 
budget provided for $4,950. This 
figure covered twenty-five members 
in each class except the eleven dealers 
also twenty-five additional members 
at $25 initiation. 

In 1927, the country was enjoying 
great prosperity, and Braecklein 
found no great difficulty in getting 
the project rolling, by selecting names 
of collectors who could afford such 
membership. Each member soon 
added to the list, and while the 111 
members were not acquired within 
the first year, the roster exceeded 
that number soon thereafter. 

Original founder members, who 
governed the club, were O. F. Braeck
lein, president; William Hornbeck, 
Morris McLaughlin, Charles Beamish, 
S. A. Kaasen, John J. Russell, Clar
ence G. Weisbrod, Ira W. Clokey, 
Earl J. Oakley, F. Carl Plate, Harold 
Sandberg, Harry O. Hoyt, Henry 
B. R. Briggs, John V. Gierding, John 
L. Dartt, Roland W. Cate, Burt C. 
Wear, M. H. Newmark, Roy C. 
Mitchell, Sydney B. Brown, George 
G. Young, Roy B. Bryant, George A. 
McGuire, Jean Hersholt and Donald 
G. White. 

Original quarters were in the City 
Club, where weekly dinner meetings 
were held, and occasional dinner 
dances built up family acquaintances. 
A few months later, the club moved 
to a suite of rooms in the Broadway 
Club, where gymnasium, swimming 
pool, game room and other club privi
leges were available to the members 
through cooperative Broadway Club 
arrangement. 

Following a period of the depres
sion, the Broadway Club could not 
survive and The Philatelic Club 
moved to quarters on the west side of 
the city. Its library, built through 
the untiring efforts of F. M. Gilbert, 
who, with his wife, toured from Cali
fornia to Maine and Florida in search 
of literature and found it, required 
larger quarters. 

Finally just prior to the war, 
Braecklein realized one of his pet am
bitions, and promoted among the 
members, the purchase of a house at 
417 South Alvarado Street, where the 
club now functions in its own home. 

Mr. Braecklein has been president 
of the club much of the time, during 
the twenty-two years life of the club, 

having been re-elected following the 
presidency of Harry Jenkins and J. H. 
Stone. Now he has retired, feeling 
that the new members should carry 
the load and give him a chance to 
play. 

J. H . STONE 

Meetings of the club are held every 
Monday evening in the club house, 
417 South Alvarado St., and visitors 
are cordially invited. The club is 
affiliated with the local and national 
federations of stamp clubs, and is a 
chapter of the A. P. S. 

* * Greetings From California 
Centennials Commission 

The California Centennials Com
mission is very happy to extend to the 
members of your organization an in
vitation to visit California during its 
three centennial years. 1948, com
memorating the gold discovery has 
already been appropriately celebrated 
this year. 1949, deals with gold rush 
days and the signing of the constitu
tion under which California was ad
mitted to statehood, and 1950 is the 
centenary of the admission of Cali
fornia as the thirty-first state in the 
American Union. Two outstanding 
celebratiO'l1s will be held this year
one at Columbia, a mining town which 
has now become a state park, which 
wjJ] be held on July 15, 16 and 17; 
Monterey's celebration will be from 
August 29th to September 4th. A 
great pageant will be one of the at
tractions. Many other celebrations 
will be held in San Francisco and Los 
Angeles, all dealing with this inter
esting period. J. R. Krrowland, Chair-
man. 

. * * 
Labor is life; from the inmost heart 

of the worker rises his God-given 
force, the sacred celestial life-essence 
breathed into him by Almighty God. 
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uke -AtinerJ Uen CommanJmentJ 
By H. M. PIERCE 

In the year 1853, J. M. Hutchings, a gold seeker who had come to 
California in 1851 or thereabouts, had a brilliant idea. This was the 
printing, on the back of a ruled sheet of letter paper, which was 
about 9x12 inches, of a series of "Miners' Commandments," ten in 
number, and covering a field of interesting subjects especially 
adapted to the times and the mining country. This sheet, which 
could be used on the reverse side for letter writing, was embellished 
with ten pictures along the margins, to illustrate each commandment, 
and one extra large one at the top for good measure. 

Partly in a serious, and partly in a humorous frame of mind, 
"The Miners' Ten Commandments" caught the fancy of the early 
Californian at once, and the letter sheets sold like the proverbial 
hotcakes. They were nailed or pasted to the walls of miners' cabins, 
and di played in the hotel ,bar and retail establishments through
out the gold belt. Indeed, it was reported that over one hundred 
thousand copies were sold in ide of a year after they were intro
duced. Thi enabled Mr. Hutchings to give up mining and put all 
hi effort into publi hing. He established and for five years, 1856 
to 1861, pu1;>li hed "Hutching's California Magazine," which was 
an accurate reflector of pioneer life of the day in the Golden State, 
and is often consulted by tudent who are interested in that past era. 
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NEW ISSUES 
(Continued from page 825) 

PUERTO RICO-FoUl' plates were 
sent to press at the Bureau of En
graving and Printing for the 3c 
Puerto Rico commemorative, which 
went on sale at San Juan on April 
27th . They are numbered 24062, 
24063, 24064 and 24065. 

"JORDAN"-The name "Trans
jordan" has been officially banned 
at Amman. Henceforth the country 
will be called Jordan, or given its full 
constitutional name of Hashemite 
Jordan Kingdom. New currency 
plates are being made, and presuma- .~ 
bly the stamp inscriptions will be re
vised. 

SAAR-The central object in the 
design of a 15fr carmine stamp, 
issued by the Saar on April 2nd, is a 
microscope. With it appear a retort, 
Bunsen burner, book and a snake 
coiled neatly about the staff· of 
Aesculapius. It is the first of a new 
set and bears the inscription: "Uni
versitat des Saarlandes." 

U. S. DUES-New printings of 
five of the current (1930) postage 
due stamps are evidently planned. 
The bureau has assigned numbers. 
to seven new plates: %c, 24066 and' 
24067; 5c, 24058; 10c, 24059; 30c, 
24068; 50c, 24069 and 24070. 

ALGERIA'S 25fr blue stamp, due 
in October for the 75th anniversary 
of the Universal Postal Union, will 
show the head and shoulders of an 
Algerian man in white burnoose, with 
incidental figures from many lands. 

SWEDEN-In Sweden's contest for 
UPU stamp designs, the winners were 
Einar Forseth, who drew a dove be
neath crossed hands, and Mark 
Sylwan, who pictured a writing hand 
and a globe. 

FRENCH MOROCCO has released 
an engraved series of eight fellowship 
("Solidarite") welfare stamps. The 
3 + 7fr design obviously implies fish
ing, and the 5+10fr pictures farm 
produce and the Aguedal Gardens at 
Marrakech. 

GERMANY-The Western Zone of 
Germany has issued a set of three 
handsome stamps to publicize the 
1949 Hanover Fair. A Hans Holbein 
painting has been used in the design. 
Values are 10pf green, 20pf carmine 
and 30pf blue. A souvenir sheet, 
combining all three stamps, is being 
sold for I-mark, which includes a 40pf. 

SO. AFRICA-In 1849 the immi
grant ship Wanderer sailed into the 
harbor of Port Natal (now Durban) 
in South Africa. A scene with this 
ship debarking settlel's will decorate 
a l%p red stamp which the Union of 
South Africa is issuing" May 2nd to 
mark the centenary of the settlers' 
landing there in 1849-51. Capetown 
critics dislike the Wanderer's rigging. 

MOROCCO-The design of an 1899 
Moroccan local is being revived for a 
10fr+5fr Stamp Day commemorative 
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WHY should you ask for our AIJproval Booklets ? 
BECAUSE they comain the finest maLerial. Britiih 

Colonies, Spooialtles & Fireign. 
Philippines : 528-20, 28-29A __________ 4v *$ .12 

522-29, F .• .o\.O. ___________________ 4.v * . 18 
500-02, Independence _____________ 3v lit .18 
CH, F. A. O. Airpost. __________ Iv * .30 

Angola: 315·18. Fatima _____________ 4v 1.25 
HI Sheet of _____________________ Sv 2.45 

Guadeloull8: 83 Hung. 725-37 _________ 3v * .10 
S4 .Japan, 406 Education _________ Iv lit .03 
S6 L lthu. , San 114-16 __________ 3v' .15 
S8 Phil. N29-3U ____ ___________ 2v 0 .15 
89 Pbil. X32-4 Heroes __________ 3v lit .16 
810 Poland. B44 _________________ Iv * .14 
S 14 Russia. 216·22 Surch. _______ 7" * .15 
S19 llydcrabad, 53 Lajd _________ Iv * .51) 
820 Belg. Colonies Pac. _______ lOOv 2.35 

Spanish Morroco : B20-23 _____________ 4v lit . 6.'5 
R14-16, Tuberculosis ~ ___________ 2v lit .15 
B1·13, Red Cross ______________ 13v lit 2.75 
264-75. Pict.orials _______________ llv * .85 
260-61, Anti-Tubercul. ___________ 2\' lit .10 
230-34. Pictorials ______________ 5\1 lit .30 

K I L C HER (4) 3019 Fairmount Ave. 
Atlantic City, N. J. 

DON'T FORGET 
We do all kinds of Commercial Printing. " Trite 

for an estimate without obligation. 
GOSSIP PRINTERY, Holton, Kansas 

·~;~~">':":s"';-· ':. ' " ""e~ 

CONG 
For Pleasure 

No. 
1 
2 
3 
4 
6 
7 
8 

10 
14 
1.3 
16 
17 
18 
In 
20 
21 
22 
23 
2-1 
25 
26 
27 
28 
~9 
30 
31 
32a 
33. 
34 
35 
36 
3i 
41 
43 
44 
45 
46 
4. 
4 
49 
50 
51 
52 
53 
54 
:l;) 
;16 
5i 
.> 
,i9 
60 
61 
6la 

Also 
Belgion East 

Africa 
YOUR WANT LIST 

S OLl C!TED 

VILLAGE STAMP SHOP 
; 1091 GAYLEY AVE. (WESTWOOD) 

LOS A!lGElES 24, CALIF, 

Mint Used No. Mint No. 
---$ .40 $ .50 62 .05 120 

.40 .50 65 .07 l:n 
1.50 66 .09 122 
1. 00 67 .25 12:l 

.08 .08 68 .09 124 

.10 .00 69 .40 125 

.11 .Il 70 .11 12~ 

.35 .35 71 .40 127 
1.25 1.00 72 1.25 128 
.20 .20 73 1.20 12H 
.12 .14 i4 .12 115-29--

1.50 1.35 75 .10 130 
.11 .09 76 .25 131 
.15 .10 77 .07 132 
.40 .32 7ia -- .25 133 
.18 . 1 78 .15 134 
.08 .Q~ 80 .13 13" 
.25 .12 81 . 10 136 

--- 2.25 1.45 84 .18 13i ---
--- 9.00 .30 85 --- .80 138 ---
--- 5.00 2.25 86 --- 1.20 139 

.30 .12 87 1.20 140 

.60 .55 88 .05 HI 
5.00 89 .05 H2 

--- 5.00 1.25 90 .05 113 
--- .40 91 .05 144 
-- .25 .25 92 .05 1-15 
-- .40 .25 P3 .05 146 

.25 .20 94 .09 147 

.25 .25 95 .08 ].18 
--- .35 .25 96 .25 [.19 

--- 1.00 .25 !lr .07 130 
--- .20 .11 98 .OH 151 
--- 3.00 1.75 99 .06 152 

.55 45 100 . 12 1.,3 

.30 .08 101 .09 15-1 

.09 .08 102 .07 1.15 

.10 .08 10:1 .11 156 

.06 .03 104 .08 15; 

.50 .07 105 .12 1.58 

. iO .45 lOG 1" }:in 

.65 ,45 10. .15 160 

.'i5 .2 10 .75 161 

.55 .30 lOP --- .50 162 

.50 .30 110 - -- 1.25 lfi3 
--- .20 .06 111 --- 1.50 164 
--- 1.30 .95 II:? . 10 16S 
--- 4.00 4.00 11 3 .09 166 
--- .40 .16 115 .U2 16i 

2.50 116 .04 16 
.05 .01 ll. . 07 H)~ 

--- .05 .05 11 .45 170 
-- .0 .05 119 .09 171 

• NEW AND RECENT • Austria: New Children Charit.y ________ (4) $ .35 
Bahawalpur: Silver Jubilee bi·colored __ (4) .09 
Brazil: MInas Gerai s Church __________ (1) .06 
Brazil: B al a _________________________ (2) .17 
British Hondu(as: St. Geo. Cay ______ (6) .50 
Curacao: 188/98, ' Vilhelrnina. cpl. ____ (11) 3.00 
Dlltch Indies: i'wo Queens ____________ (4) . 4. 0 
Falkland Deps. : New 2lhd George VI __ (1) .07 
French Morocco: Two New Pictorials __ (2) .07 
Germany: SOCialist. Martyu ___________ (1) .03 
Israel: Nation al F lag _________________ (1) 10 
Japan: Mount H odllka ____ __ _________ (1) .10 
Liechtenstein: Famous PaIntings ______ (5) 1.15 
Monaco : Pictorials __________________ __ (14) 2.40 
San Marino: Bicolored Views __________ (14) 1. 45 
Switzerland: Pro Aero Flight _________ (1) .55 

All mint.. sat isfacti on guarameed. Orders les!' 
than $].00 must enc lose stamped return em·elope. 

Wanted to buy: British Wedding Sets. 

GeOloge Co McMillan 
5313 Lane Place, Downers Grove, Illinois 

TELL THE ADVERTISER 
YOU SAW IT IN GOSSIP 

1849 Gold Rushers Collected 
only Gold Ore - But 

Wise Collectors 1949 
Collect CON G 0 in 

Below we list practically a complete list of 
the stamps of Belgian Congo. In purchas
ing our material a broad. we find Scott's 
1949 prices quite inadequate on many items. 
Our prices are based on a s mall mark-up 
over our cost for stamps in fine t o very 
fine condition. 

Congo Sets Mint Used 
Jl67-72 National Parks ________ $ .80 $ .60 
: 173· 3 Alhen ).Iemorial ______ 4.00 2.50 
::1 73·83 ImperL Set ___________ 30.00 
;187-227 I-Ialm Trees, et~ . _______ 9.95 2.00 
i:231-249 Idols Complete ________ 5.95 3.45 

Mint Used No. Mint Used No. Mint Used 
.10 .01 172 .30 .20 225 --- .80 .12 
.07 .04 173 .10 .08 226 --- 2.00 .40 
.45 .45 174 .10 .12 227 --- 4.00 .sn 
.30 .22 17;'1 .10 .08 228 .06 .04 
.16 .08 176 .20 .10 229 .12 .06 
.20 .1!) 177 .35 .08 230 .40 .1 5 
.25 .12 li8 .30 .09 250 .10 .0;") 

.40 .10 179 .50 .25 BI .05 .06 
75 .25 180 .35 .05 82 .O!) .06 

2.20 .3n 181 040 .30 133 .05 .07 
4.25 2.00 182 --- .60 1.1 R4 .10 .10 
.40 .22 183 --- 2.00 2.00 B3 .10 .10 
.15 .08 1 4 .30 .10 B6 .10 .H 
.25 .11 185 .40 Hi . 50 .50 
.12 .10 186 .60 Bl0-11 .18 
.55 .20 18i .02 .02 B12 .18 .1 8 
.70 AO 188 .02 .02 B13 .18 .25 
.90 189 .02 .02 BU .30 .35 
.16 .16 190 . 02 .02 B15 .50 

2.00 1.25 191 .02 .02 B16 .40 
.~3 .03 192 .02 .02 B17 -- .90 .90 
. 03 .02 193 .02 .02 Bl8 -- 2.00 2.00 
.03 .02 191 .03 .03 B21 -- .35 .35 
.03 .n2 195 .04 .03 B22 -- .35 .35 
.06 .05 196 .05 .03 B23-5 - .60 
.06 .03 H)1 .06 .03 B26 5.00 
.08 .05 198 .0 .05 B27·s1- 6.00 6.00 
.07 .02 199 .09 .04 B34-7 _14.50 
.08 .04 200 .12 .03 Cl ---- .07 .06 
.08 .03 201 .15 .03 C2 ---- .15 .10 
.14 .O~ 202 .20 .04 C3 ---- .40 .20 
.15 .n8 203 .22 .0;; C·l ---- .40 .30 
.40 .11 204 .25 .05 C5 ---- 1.50 .60 
.25 .20 205 .40 .06 C6 ---- 1.50 .60 
.30 .08 206 .80 .12 Ci .08 .04 
.40 .10 207 .U2 .02 ('8 .10 .08 
.45 .40 208 .02 .02 ell . 12 .06 
.90 .50 209 .02 .02 Cl0 .18 .19 
.75 .40 210 .02 .02 Cll .35 .10 
.40 .20 211 .02 .02 C12 .35 .10 
.25 .1~ 212 .02 O' C13 --- .60 .40 
.30 .08 213 .03 .03 CH --- 1.25 .80 
.20 .08 214 .04 .03 C15 --- 2.00 . 60 
.75 .60 215 .05 .03 CI6 .30 .15 
.10 .20 216 .06 .03 C17 .20 
.40 .20 21j .08 .06 Jl .04 .04 
.60 .30 _ 21 .09 .04 J:? .04 .04 

1.20 :!19 .12 .04 J3 .04 04 
.02 .02 :120 .15 .03 14 .Oi .07 
.20 .16 :!21 .20 .01 J5 .12 .12 
.0 .04 222 .22 .05 J6 .15 .15 
.25 .20 :?:?3 .25 .00 I }~-12--= .15 .08 
.20 .15 124 .40 .06 .20 .20 

MEMBER VILLAGE STAMP SHOP MEMBER 

Stamp Dealers American Stamp 
Ass'n So. Calif. 1091 Gayle,. Avenue Dealers Ass'n 

Westwood ViIlalrc, Los Angele. 24, Calif. 
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which Morocco plans to issue toward 
the end of May. It shows a hunter 
on horseback chasing three gazelles. 
The original stamp of this design was 
issued by the French Brudo courier 
service linking Mazagran and Marra
kech, 

Morocco is also preparing a 10fr+ 
10fr stamp to help the Army welfare 
fund. The upright design will show 
a flag between two soldiers. 

Newly received 15fr red and 25fr 
ultramarine regular postage stamps 
from Morrocco picture the towers of 
a walled city, with cactus in the fore
ground. 

BELGIUM-Jacob Jordaens liked -~ 
to paint his own Flemish people of the 
17th century. Three of his paintings 
are reproduced on new Belgian semi
postals: Young Woman Reading, the 
Flute Player and Old Woman with 
the Letter. 

NORWAY In memory of the 
100th anniversary of the birth of 
Alexander L, Kielland a set of com
memorative stamps, in the values of 
25 ore, 40 ore and 80 ore, were issued 
on the 9th May, 1949. 

Alexander Kielland was one of the 
g-reat Norwegian authors of the end~ 
of the 19th cen~ury, particularly dis
t inguished for the precision and ele
gance of his diction. The climax of 
his literary output was in the years 
from 1878 up to 1891. 

Values are: 25 ore, red, A. Kiel
land, 21.1 x 27.3 mm., 4 Mill; 40 ore, 
blue, A. Kielland, 21.1 x 27.3 mm., 2 
Mill; 80 ore, brown, A. Kielland, 
21.1 x 27.3 mm., 1 Mill. 

It is perforated 13, without water
mark, in sheets of 100. Portrait re
produced from a photo by E. Hohlen
berg, Copenhagen. Photogravure: 
Emil Moestue A I S., Oslo.-Courtesy 
NO?'way P.O., Oslo . 

THE NETHERLANDS issued five 
values in their 1949 SUMMER 
CHARITY SET, first day of issue 
May 2nd, last day June 30, 1949. 

Values: 2 cts. + 2 cts, blue and 
orange-yellow; 5 cts. + 3 cts., blue 
and yellow; 6 cts. + 4 cts., green; 10 
cts. + 5 cts., blue and yellow; 20 cts. 
+ 5 cts., blue. 

Total face value of the sets being 
43 cts. for postage purpose plus 19 
cts. for charity purpose, total 62 cents 
a set.-Courtesy Wm. M. F. Suther
land. 

* * 
Article 16 in the _"National Repub-

lican Platform" adopted by the N a
tional Republican Convention held in 
Chicago, May 17, 1860, reads: "That 
a Railroad to the Pacific Ocean is 
imperatively demanded -by the inter
ests of the whole country; that the 
Federal Government ought to render 
immediate and efficient aid in its 
construction, and that, as preliminary 
thereto, a daily Overland Mail should 
be promptly established." 

Weekly Philatelic Gossip 



RESEARCH ... 
(Continued {1'om page 329) 

Date of the paper in which found. 
In the case of the larger companies 
such as Adams & Co., Freeman & 
Co., Pacific Express, or Wells, Fargo 
& Co., these bits and pieces along 
with copied advertisements may fill 
several hundred pages of notes be
fore the files which mention them are 
exhausted. Of many of the smaller 
Expresses, but a single news item 
will be found. 

Of great importance are the legal 
notices of Co-Partnership and Dis
solution of Co-Partnership, which 
generally give the full names of the 
several partners, and serve to fix 
the beginning and termination dates 
of many of the Expresses. 

Sometimes the advertisement of a 
mercantile establishment, news stand 
or hotel will include a couple of lines 
stating their connection with one or 
more Expresses, as in the case of 
Macy & Co., dealers in dry goods, 
provisions and miner's supplies, who 
in an advertisement of their wares 
in the Marysville, Calif. weekly 
"Herald" of September 3rd, 1850, in
clude: 

"Macy & Co. are also Agents for 
Langton's Yuba River Letter and 
Package Express." 

The newspapers usually carried a 
"List of Agents," giving their repre
sentatives in the various camps. Not 
all of the persons mentioned were 
Expreiiismen, but often the sole refer
ence to some local Express will be 
found in such a list. Examples are: 

TRINITY CENTER - Fred Reller's 
Express which first appeared in the 
Sacramento, Calif. "Daily Union" of 
June 26, 1862 and was continued for 
a year. Another example: 

White & Crook's Express-Scott 
River, appeared in the "Daily Union" 
of July 8th, 1856. 

Sources of information other than 
the newspaper files which have pro
duced useful information are: early 
Court House records, early miners' 
letters, commercial papers and books, 
City and State Directories and 
Gazeteers, and State and County His
tories. A letter dated at Fort Hope, 
Fraser River, June 26th, 1858, con
tains: 

"P. S. Send your letters and 
papers to Fort Hope, per 
Alta Express, care of Bal
lou & Co.'s Fraser River 
Express." 

A journal of 1 51-52 in the old 
tore in Shasta, Calif., contains many 

entries such as: 
"To expressage on 7 letters

$14.00." 
Bill heads of the Express Com

panie sometimes were struck with 
the same handstamps used for frank

"ing letters, and provide excellent 
examples for tracing. 

for ~lay 14, 1949 

WELCOME TO CALIFORNIA! 

FIFTH ANNUAL STAMP EXHIBITION -
OF SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA 

honoring CALIFORNIA CENTENNIAL 
MAY 13, 14 and 15, 1949 

607 SOUTH PARK VIEW ST., LOS ANGELES 

J3earJcra!t 
WILL BE 

Style Col, for Horizontal Stamps, 
Alternates with Cover at Bottom 

They will protect and beautify 
yeur collection. A safe black page 
(also white) of smooth finish jute 
fibre bristol. Size 8 11!xll, stand
ard three hole punching. Not des
criptive pages, but may be used 
for any stamp - a space design 
adaptable to an sizes-horizontal, 
vert'cal, square, etc. 20 page pack
age printed one side S1.00 - on 
two s ides 1.25. 

Style No. 
A-I for horizontal plate block, 

block, pair and single. 
A-2 for verticals (the same). 
B-1 for First Day Covers. 
C.I for cover, plate block, block 

and single. 
C-2 for verticals (the same). 
D-I for horizontal singles. 
D-2 fer both horizontal and vert

ical singles. 
E.I Border only-all purpose. 
F -I for horizontal blocks and 

singles. 
F-2 for both horizontal and vert

ical blocks and singles. 
0-1 quadrille (with border) a1l 

purpose. 
H-I for blocks or plate blocks, 

four on each page. 

Beardcraft orders of $5.00 shipped 
postpaid in U. S. - on less add 
10"f for postage. Order by style 
No., specify color and if wanted 
printed on one side or two sides. 

ON 
DISPLAY! 

.*-
Regardless of how 

you specialize you 

will like the new 

Beardcraft pages!

See them at the show 

-All 12 page styles 

_ with stamps 
~--

displayed! 

Style C-2 for AI! Size Verticals, Square and Regular 
Size Stamps, Alternates with Cover at Bottom 

ORDER FROM YOUR DEALER OR DIRECT. 
6c IN STAMPS BRINGS CATALOGUE. 

BE'ARD 
PUBLISHING CO., INC. 

SANTA ANA, CALIFORNIA 
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MINT SETS**BUYS 
Austria, B110, Wipa ________________ $7.50 
Austria, B128-31 ____________________ 1.85 
Belgium, BI07-13 ___________________ 4.50 
Belgium, B1 52-5 ___________________ 5.10 
Belgium, B156-62 ___________________ 8.50 
Chile, 3 New Gay Sheets (75) _______ 4.20 
Liechtenstein, 132-5 _________________ .45 
Liechtenstein, 176-80 ________________ 2.00 
Liechtenstein, 181-4 _________________ 1.00 
Liechtenstein, 185-7 _________________ .30 
Liechtenstein, 212-4 _________________ .65 
Liechtenstein, B14 Sh~et ____________ .75 
Liechtenstein, New Pain tings (5) ____ .95 
Luxembourg, B40-4 _________________ 3.45 
Luxembourg, B45-9 _________________ 4.00 
Luxembourg, B50-4 _________________ 5.40 
Luxembourg, B55-9 _________________ 5.50 
Luxembourg, B 60-5 _________________ 5.95 
Luxembourg, 217 Sheet _____________ 2.85 
Monaco, C8-9 _______________________ .90 
Poland, NB41 ______________________ 1.35 
Poland, NB41 Sheet of 8 ____________ 10.75 

ROOSEVELT SETS 
Costa Rica, Post. & Air ____________ 3.75 
Guatemala, C92 Sheet ______________ 2.15 
Hungary, 8 values __________________ l. 75 
Hungary, 2 Sheets _________________ 1.95 
Liberia, 296-7, C38 __________________ 3.25 
Monaco, 9 values ___________________ .63 
Salvador, 606-12, Cl ll-7 ____________ 5.3;; 
San Marino, 14 values ______________ 3.10 

Hundreds o f oth er s in ou r f ree lists. 
MAIL ORDERS ONLY (U nder $2 add 3c) 

-*-
J aeqlles Gasselin 

(A.P.S.) 
West 52nd St., New York 19, N. Y. 

BRITISH SILVER WEDDING SETS 
1948-1949 

Assorted Orders over $100 with 5% 
discount if prepaid. 

Great Britain _$ 5.01} No. Borneo ___ $22.00 
Tangier ______ 7.00 No. Rhodesia _ 1. 00 
Morocco ______ 7.00 Nyassa land ___ 3.00 
Aden ________ 4. 40 Pitcairn _____ 2.50 
I<athiri ______ 220 St. Helena ___ 4.50 
Qu' aiti ______ 2. 20 St. Kitts _____ 1. 50 
Antigua _____ 1.50 St. Lucia ____ S.O /) 
Ascension ____ 4.50 St. Vincent __ 7. 00 
Bahamas _____ 7.50 Sarawak _____ 5.00 
Barbados ____ l.80 Seychell es ___ 3./)0 
Basutoland ___ 3.50 Sierra Leone _ !J.OO 
Bechuanaland _ 2.:10 Singallore ____ .1.00 
Bermuda _____ 7 . .30 Johore _______ 4.;0 
Br. Guiana ___ 3.RO Kedah _______ -1 .50 
Br. Honduras_ :l6.00 Kelantan ____ ·1.;)0 
Br. So lomon __ 2.30 Malacca _____ -I.5/) 
Cayman Is. __ 3.50 Negri·Semb. _ 4 . .')0 
CYllruS _______ C.OO Pahang ______ 4 . .30 
Dominica ____ :1.50 Penang ______ 4.50 
Falkland _____ HI.OO Perak _______ 4.50 
Falkland Dell. _ .50 Perlis _______ 4.50 
Fiji _________ 1.50 Selangor _. ___ 4.fjO 
Gambia ______ 6.00 Trcngganu ___ 4.50 
Gibraltar · ____ 7./)0 Somali land __ 2.20 
Gold Coast __ 3.0u Swaz iland ____ 3 .. )0 
Gilberts _____ 4.40 S. W. Africa _ .25 
Grenada _____ 4.00 Trinidad _____ 7 . i O 
Hong Kong __ :1.,')0 Turks Is. ____ ".j!J 
Jama ica ______ 7.:>0 Virgin Is. ___ 6.00 
Kenya _______ 7.50 Un. S. Africa .lfi 
L eewards ____ 1.50 Zanzibar _____ 3.00 
Malta _______ 6.00 Bahrain _____ 11.01l 
Mauritius ____ 9.0U Kuwait ______ 11. 00 
Mont serrat ___ 1.50 Muscat ______ 11.00 
Nigeria ______ l.fjO 

T he Entire Lot Complete (69 sets) ___ $320.00 
(Tscd sets 25% morc. 

All mint. Prices subject to change without 
notice. Bl ocks Ilro rata. 

Union Stamp Co. 
240 BROADWAY, NEW YORK 

Telephone: CO-7-9250 

TWO NEW CANADIAN ISSUES 
June 6th. KI NG'S Birthday. Mint Mint 
New Portrait on 5 values. Sgle. Blk. 
le to 6e-Set of 5-----_________ 5 .20 .75 
Sheet of each val. (100) Superb mint $16.50. 
June 21st, 200th Halifax 

Mint 
PI.BI. 

'1.16 

F.D.C. 
Sgle. 

.35 

P.D.C. 
Blk. 

1.25 (5) 

Anniversary, 4c Purple_________ .06 .22 .35 .12 .30 
Superb mint sheet of 50, $2.50; 5 sheets, $11.50; 10 sheets, 22.00. 

F.D_C_ 
PI.Blk. 
$2.00 (5 ) 

.50 

PO~TAG }<:; extra for mint. They will hI> lIIailed with new slamps under separale (·()\'cr. ShecLs 
packed flat. tor 20c cxt.ra In adrJ i t.lon La pOSLag'.!. 

F or t.he C'o\crs I have a s l>ecia ll)' designed l)el:ULi ful Cil.;:h eL. It SOli ~('n' i (;e your own ('o\'ers 1 wi ll 
SlI DI)iy the enve lopes at t.he rOllowing ralt'!': 5 ror :Fk; 10 for 40(': 100 ror . ~.OO; 500 ror ~ J :t.50. l:Jar('t' 1 
l'ost pa id . R emit. by P. O. M . O. or cash (~o sturn))!! pl ease. ) (, he<IU cs J;;c eXL ra. 

J. C. ROSENBAUM, 4119 Decarie Blvd., Montreal 28, Canada 

Please Mention Weekly Philatelic Gossip When Answering Ads. 

3"40 

Grand Opening Special 
21 Different, Unaddressed First Day Covers 

only $2.00 

To celebrate our reopening at our new location , we have 
made up a packet of 21 differ ent, unaddressed Firs t Day 
Cover s that cannot be beat! They are cri p clean un
addressed cover s on attractively cacheted envelopes that 
merit a prominent place in your collection. It includes 
covers f rom 1944, 5, 6, 7 and only two 1948 issues, aver
ag ing about 9c each. What's mor e, we've included a 
bea utiful Fir t Day Cover of the 15c Cipex Miniature 
Sheet in each packet. 

Here's your chance to obtain a f ine collection at low 
cost! It is a l 0 excellent for t rading purposes f or no
body can equal this $5.11 value a t our 

PECIAL PRICE of only 2.00 

HARMONY STAMP SHOP 
416 South Market Street Wichita 2, Kansas 

·37 

It is hoped that the above brief ac
count of research methods used by 
the writer will be found useful by 
others who would like to enter the 
field of Philatelic Research, but who 
do not know just how to go about it. 
Todd & B ryan's Express: 

News item in the San Francisco, 
Calif. tri-weekly "Alta California" 
of December 26th, 1849: 

LARGE FIRE AT STOCKTON 
WEDNESDAY MORNING 2 o'clock

Through the politeness of Todd & 
Bryan's Express, we are furnished 
with the following account of a de
structive fire at Stockton ...• 

Same paper, January 7th, 1850: 

EXPRESS COMPANIEs-There are 
so many new Express Companies 
daily starting that we can scarcely 
keep the run of them. The system 
is an admirable one and we should 
judge would prove extremely re
munerative. 

We have to return our acknowl
edgements for the prompt delivery 
of parcels to Messrs_ Hawley & Co. 
and Angle, Young & Co. who both 
run an expl'ess between Sacramento 
and San Francisco, and to Todd &: 
Bryan's Stockton Express. We ap
preciate your kindness. . . . 

Same paper, now a daily, Febru
ary 22nd, 1850: 

. ... Todd & Bryan's Express to 
Stockton and the Southern Mines 
may be relied on for dispatch and 
accurate discharge of duty in their 
line of business, ... 

Same paper, April 30th, 1850: 

THANKS. Weare indebted to the 
agents of Adams & Co.'s Express 
for the prompt delivery of pack
ages from New York entrusted to 
their care; also to Todd & Bryan's 
Express for a late Panama paper. 

Same paper, June 30th, 1850: 

THE SONORA HERALD 
On or before the Fourth day of 

July next the first number of the 
Sonora Herald will be published in 
the town of Sonora. . . . All com
munications for the Sonora Herald 
must be addressed through the 
office of the Stockton Times or 
per Todd & Bryan's Express ..•. 

Same paper, September 4th, 1850: 

MURDER AT HAWKIN'S BAR-The 
Picayune of last evening learns 
from Mr. Todd, of Todd & Bryan's 
Express, the following particulars 
of a manslaughter at the above 
place . . ... 

G1·eenhoqd & N ewbauer's E xp1-ess: 
Greenhood & Newbauer, Cigar & 

Tobacco dealers of Weaverville, 
Calif., who were also buyers of gold 
dust purchased W. F. Rowe & Co.'s 
Express in September, 1858 and 
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opened a Banking & Express Office 
in Weaverville, operating their 
Weaverville and Shasta Express 
daily in competition with F. W. 
Blake & Co.'s Express and connect 
ing at Shasta with Wells, Fargo 
& Co. (a). At Weaverville, Fisher, 
Atkeson & Co.'s Canon ·City Ex
press connected with Greenwood & 
Newbauer - (b). 

In January, 1859, Wells, Fargo 
& Co. transferred their Weaver
ville agency, which had been held by 
F. W. Blake & Co., to Greenhood 
& Newbauer, who cont inued run
ning to Shasta and turning the Ex
press matter over to Wells, Fargo 
& Co. at that point (c). In the 
same month Loop & Shafer com
menced their Weavervilre & Union
town Express, connecting at Weav
erville with Greenhood & New
bauer, who then could forward Ex
pl'ess matter to any point along the 
Trinity River route to Humboldt 
Bay (d). This connection was 
maintained when John G. Sanborn's 
Weaverville & Uniontown E xpress 
superseded Loop & Shafer's Ex
press in November , 1859 (e) . 
Thede's Express to North Fork con
nected wit h Greenhood & N ew
bauer at Weaverville, commencing 
operatiol},s early in 1861 (f). 

In August, 1867, the Banking 
House of Greenhood & Newbauer 
failed, having become heavily in
volved in speculation in the Mount 
Diablo coal mines in Cont ra Costa 
County. The Express ceased opera
tions at about the same time and 
was succeeded by Grant I. Tag
gart's Shasta & Weaverville Ex
press (g ). 

(a) News item in the Weaverville, 
Calif. "Trinity Journal" of 
September 18, 1858; adver
ti sement in the "Trinity J our
nal" of September 18, 1858. 

(b) Adver ti sement in the Weaver
ville, Calif. weekly "Trinity 
J oumal" of October 16, 1858. 

(c) News item in the Weaverville, 
Calif. weekly "Trinity Jour
nal" of January 12, 1859. 

(d) Advertisement in the Weaver
v.ilJe, Calif. weekly "Trinity 
Journal" of January 29, 1859. 

(e) Advertisement in the Weaver
ville, Calif. weekly "Trinity 
Journal" of November 5, 1859. 

(f) Advertisement in the Weaver-
ville, Calif. weekly "Trinity 
Journal" of January 9, 1861. 

(g) News item in the Shasta, 
Calif. weekly "Shasta Couri
er" of August 17, 1867. Ad
vertisement in the Weaver
ville, Calif. weekly "Trinity 
Journal" of August 24, 1867. 

* * Though a taste of pleasure may 
quicken the relish of life, an unre
strained indulgence leads to inevitable 
destruction. -DODSLEY 

for May 14, 1949 

AMAZING OFFER 
300 stamps. cat. over S15.00, all for !tlk anu a 
requeSt for ill Y better grade approuls. )lOS:l of my 
apprm'a l!1o: se ll tor ~ ('8t.. or less, ) Unt. r. ~ . 

S lamp~ acrepted for paymenl. This of(rr Itood (pr 3n 
dan. Refrrcnrei;. plea!'e. 

STANLEY DARCY 
888 Washing ton St.. S t oulrhton . lIIass. 

Correction Notice! 
Item No. I of our adv. in th e April 30th Issue of 
W . P. G. should read: 
100 Different Mint U. S. Commemorati ves 

(includes complete sets Famous Amer .. 
Flags, Army-Navy, China, N . Y. 
J ubilee, A ir , etc .. for onl y ______ $9 .75 

C. A. WALLING 
A.P.S. RI. 2. Columbi a. So. Carolina S.P.A. 

Position Phlte Block 
Collection Breaking Up 

~els priced as Plate .i'umber Blorks wi th no ext ra 
charge for the hard-to-geL ones or ('ompleten es~. 

SCOTT'S 
Cat. Pr ice Not 

20" of 296 Famous .\lIl erican B lox 
All : s and P os itions ( Except 
one N er in &. B el l) )fos t YF __ $.J S~.;}O •. 36 1. 00 

Complete :: i 85- 94 Army<X a\·y. All 
: s and p os itions , ] 60 B locks __ _ i~. 2 0 49.1 0 

Coml>lcte : 799- 802 P o!>ses!> lons .. All 
: s and P os it ions. 64 B locks ____ 32.00 21.50 

GLOBE STA~IP STORE 
2125 Center St., Berkeley 4, California 

MINT U.S. 40% OFF 
No. Mint 81k. Single 
537 3c Victor y ____________ __ $3 .25 $ .75 
614 I e W a ll oon _____________ .90 .20 
618 2e L ex ington ___________ -- .35 
511 11e Gree n F ra nklin ______ 1.65 .35 
643 2e Vermont ____ __ _______ -- .12 
644 2e Burgoyne __ __ ______ .36 
645 2e V a lley F orge ________ .40 .10 
646 2c Molly Pitch er ________ .50 .1 2 
649 2c Aer o ____ __ __________ .54 .13 
650 5c Aer o ________________ .45 1. 95 
65 1 2c Cla rk ________________ .12 .55 

Fine Co ndit ion-$ l. OO minimum , c k. or cash 
*37 

ORR and ORR 
1415 A shland Lane, Wi lmette, III . 

THE DICKEY STA1UP CO~ 
~It Newton. Kansas 

have 10 m illi on used U. S . a nd Precancel::; 

to sell at dis counts f roUl cata log prices . 
Have you a wan t list ? 

(S.P .A. ) 

Visit 

Harry E. Gray 
1524 Fra nklin Str eet 

Oa kl a nd 12, Cali fornia 

THE STA~IP LOUNGE 
"Where Philateli c Friendships Flourish" 

U. S. PRICE LIST 
FREE 

MILLER STA~IP CO. 
Malden 48, Massachusetts 

Please tell the Advertiser you saw it 
in W. P. G. Thanks. 

USED B. C. USED B. C. 
Geo. VI Sets & Singles 

From Snug H arbor to t h e Golden Gate, 
a new generation of coI1 ectors is f inding 
my service rapid and reason able. A libe ra l 
proportion of fine used stamps puts charm 
and romance back into that expensive pic
tUre galler y. If you get t h em from m e t hey 
are sound. and if you get them sound, they 
stay t hat way ! 

No "dr ive-away" de prec iation w hen th e 
hinge goes on; less frenzy of keep ing up 
w ith new issues, which keeps the earlier 
spaces blank. H ow about try ing A den as 
a starter? 

N o. 16-27, com plete _____________ $7.00 
S il ver W edding set _____________ 4.00 

No sale till you 're satisfied. 

CLIFFORD H. GALLOW A Y 
319 W . 18 ST., N. Y. 11, N. Y. 

Attention! 
STUDY YOUR STAMPS 

At Ease! 
The E-Z-C Stamp Viewer 
is the only viewer dICIt offers 

all .these featnres: 

1. Three-Power Magnification. 3. Does Not Have To Be Held. 

2. Facilities for Examin;ng Stamps from 4. Colored Filters To Help Clarify Can-
a Relaxed Position. cellations. 

Price $1.00 
Obtainable at your stamp dealer or send currency or M. O. (no stamps) to: 

Dealers who have not yet been supplied 
should w rite to Da nsco Corporation, Santa 
Monica. CaliL , or direct to us for discounts. 

GADGETS OF CALIFORNIA, INC. 
424 N. Edinburgh Ave. 

LOS ANGELES 36, CALIFORNIA 

-------- - ----
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HARDING ~605 
E NDWISE COIL-MI N T 

S I ~CLI':S.. V('f)' fine mint __________________ ~ .f~·1 

PA I RS. rcr,\' finp mInt ____________________ .0'; 
L INF. P.,HUS, Y. F. mint ________________ 12 

(Posta~E' f'xtra on muers le~s than ~1.00l 
ENTIRE COIL (500 ) ______________ $11.50 

(gent postpaid and insllrf'(1) 

ROBERT IU. FLINN 
41~ S. FIFTH. ALBUQUER QUE . • N. M. 

TilE NEXT 7 F. D. c. 
ARTMASTER OR ARTCRAFT 

$1.00 

Valley StamlJ Shop 
703 Virginia Easst, Ch a rl eston. W . Va. 

Block Collection Bre a k ing U p 
(FARLEY ISSUES) 

Sets "rieed as Plate Number Blocks ~ pos it ions 
with no extra charge for t he hard -to · get ones or 
comul etcn css . SCOTT' ~ 

Cat . Price Net 
112 1m perf. P ark P late ; B lo('ks 

or 6. all ~~, positions. & "F"s 
(except 7(' bottom ~3G) ________ $211.:)0 $171.40 

8 Blocks : 771 Comnlete all :!:s and 
l)('Isi ti ons, I 6c I ml)er f. _________ 88.00 (j2.00 

1!1 F ar ley Crossed gULlers & lines 
(No :711) Rest rompiete- ______ 126.0;:) fll.;:in 

~et. 40 blocks Parks I ml}Crrs. All 
1 arrow poslt.ions ______________ 4!t~0 3-1.50 

GLOBE STAIUP STORE 
2125 Center St. , Berk~ley , Cali f. 

I WANT 
500 

First Day Cover 
Club Members 

For $2.00 deposit w e w ill send you a 
cover with s ingle s tamp from t h e next 10 
FD Cities. Cachets a vaila ble a r e Artcr a f t , 
Artmaster, Ander son , F a rnam, Fleetwood, 
Fulton , Cach et cr aft or Sma rtcraft. You tell 
us what des i2'n you want. w e w ill do t he 
res t. *28tr 

JACKSON COVER SERVICE 
Box 44~ Ansonia Station 
NEW YORK 23, N. Y. 

~ Streetcar Ca:neels 
Bost o n Circuit, env . ________ $ .:25 
Brooklyn Circuit , card ________ .50 
Chi. & Ma d. Ave., env . .50 
N. Clark St.. env . .50 
Co ttage Grove, env. .50 
Cleve., 2 types, env. .25 
Washington W agon, e n v. .50 
Towson & Cat., env. .50 
Phil a . & Ma n., env. ________ 1.00 
Pitts. R.P .O. , card _______ 1.00 
Al ba ny R.P.O ., env . ________ .50 

FOREIGN 
N ap les, Italy, 
Montrea l, 1897, 
Mon t r eal, 1899, 
T or onto, 1899, 
Ottawa, 1900, 
ManIla, 1919, off. 

F lag. card ________ .50 
(1-3c Jub.l____ ___ .75 

env. 
env. _______ _ 
e nv. _______ _ 

s ize env. _______ _ 

.50 

.GO 

.50 

.50 
150 diff. Flags cut as 2x4s , inc luding an 

unlis ted Philip, S. D. , ______ . ____ $2.00 lot. 

Se nd Stamps fo r purchases. 

A. C. TOWNSEND 
808 E. P I NE, CLEA RW ATER, FLA. 

PREXYS 
88e 

COMPLETE FINE 
USED SET, U. S . 
PRESIDENTIALS 

32 Stamps 
S pecial c to 

applicants for our 
U.S. Approvals 

J . MERRITT 
BR NDIGE 

Camhridlre, N . Y. 

CELL ULOSE ACET ATE ACC ESSORIES 
KOI!;J.pak \Jnunts fflr sln~ll'!' ____________ 12 $ .10 
Bltl("k$ (:) ~iz('~) Piate~ (6 -Ize~) ______ j .10 
\LHmtln):: Comers. :!" ror rOHrs. etc. ____ 100 .;;; 
('nHor Em'elopes, iJ3 .. x6 3.,1" ______________ 20 .3:; 
('~Inr r:n'-ei(,p('s t~llm{' :-tlzt". han.t malle~_2q .4.l 

~ll~~~mSl~~;t~r~i~~~;l~1 ~(~I~~;~~~.s. ai~~u; )-- =::=io~ ~ :~~ 
PI .., t:age ext:a. I Buy Stamp Ccll eetions. 

ELLIOTT L ONDON 
55 W. 42 St.. S ubway Areode. N. Y. C. 18 

NOTHING COSTLY 
Yery few txnensinJ new is)<;urs recently. :'\UPT)ORe 

other rruntric!' are wah inK until {'ollecwr s re~o\"er 
(rem ~iher 'Yeddin~ ..,ho('k. 
Austr ia, children _______________ (4 1 $ .32 
Prazil , city of Salvador __________ (2) .15 
Colomb ia, Armero ______________ (l) .05 
Cuba, Sanguily _________________ \2\ .12 
Italy . Milan Fa ir _______________ (I) .08 
Italy, art exhibi<ion ____________ (4) .28 
Israel. flag stam p F irst Day covers, 

unaddressed ______ .__________ ___ .25 

D OIU! NION STA~IP CO. 
URBA N N A, VIR GINIA 

Keep tlleln COining 

u.s. Scott No. 77·91·98 
15c LINCOLN, 

WANTED 
Used, Very Fine 

or Superb 

HENRY W. mLL 
(A .P.S. 13226) 

C/O JANNEY, SEMPLE, HILL & CO. 
20-26 So. Second St.. Minneapolis, l\1inn. 

LATEST NEW ISSUES 
- * -

Aust r ia, Chi ldren ___________________ (4) $ .:{O 
Bahamas. Terrentenary ______________ (16) !1.:!':-, 
BahaYialnur. ,Ju!)i1eo _________________ (4) . ] 0 

Belgium. Anti-Tuber;'. I)i<'t. J 'ainti ngs 
(t l<iheCl!\) ______________________ 3.30 

Bermud a, .Perot _____________________ (3) .25 
Egypt, Exhib. (;) ,f.;:. :! sheets) _______ 1.-10 
Falkland Dep., :P'2P new ____________ .0. 
Gr. Br it ain-Tan gi or. Ceo. "1 orerpr .• OS) 5.nU 
GermanY-Bad en. "Frcihurg" (I & 2 sheets) 1.;3 
Irish Free State •. Air ________________ (2) .21 
Italy, CUlIJU. ________________________ (5) .31 
Li b!:ria. Pil"lorials __________________ (6) 1.10 
Malacca, Ceo. Y l ____________________ (15) :l.3;; 
Pc.naIlQ, Geo. \'[ ____________________ (1;) fj.:i5 
T urks & Caicos. C(;InmCIll. ____________ (i) -1. 00 

llLOCK~ 1'110 n .\ 1'.\ 
Ncari y All Silv(lr W eddin g Sets in S~cc k. Send 

Ycur Wan t List. 
X 1;;\\" J R~rl!; SJ~R\"T (, i ': 

STAR STAMP CO. 
503 Fifth Ave., New York 17, N. Y. 

CHINA 
A penny post card will bring you our newest price 
list of China offering everything in China in all 
price r anges. Our 42-page Specialized Illustrated 
China Cat alog is 50c postpaid. 

L. F. LIVINGSTON, Inc. 
2435 NOlot" Charles St., Baltimore 18, Md. 
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THE INSIDE STRAIGHT 
(Continued from page 828) --

Legi lature made a n appropriation 
for t he preserva tion of one of the few 
tructures still standing on the route 

between St . J oseph and Sacramento, 
California. 

Getting the mail west of the 
Missouri River was one thing. Be
tween the Mississippi River and St. 
Joseph on the Missouri was easy, 

the old Hannibal and St. Joseph Rail
road crossed the State of Missouri 
bringing the mail. Illustrated is 
one of the old locomotives that car
ried this mail destined for the west 
coast. The old mill shown with its 
old fashioned smoke stack hauled 
what is purported to be the first mail 
car, an end view of this car is also 
shown. It was at the Century of 
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AT YOUR 
DEALERS 

OR DIRECT 
STAMP-ADE co. 

910 Carnegie Hall 
Cleveland 15. Ohio 

Trade Mark Reg. 

The ad you overlook may contain 
just the stamps you want. Read 
them all! 

PLATE BLOCKS 
We have a very large selection of Prexies, 
Special Delivery, Comm. Air Mails in 
matched plates, or position blocks . Your 
want list will get our prompt attention . 

We have no list. 

-- e -

WANTED 
Well centered Plate Blocks- all Rotary is
sues-I926 to date. Cash ready up to any 
amount. Send list of blocks you want to 
sell and your price. Do not send stamps. 

s. M. Madow 
424 South Broadway - Room 620 

LOS ANGELES 13, CALIFORNIA 
B.I.A. 1896 Bank ref. if needed. 

NEW MINT BRITISH 
Silver Wedding Special 

for limited time only 
Cpl. Silver Weds., 69 Sets minL _$3 00.00 
Cpl. Silver Weds., 69 Sets used __ 350.00 
Price list of individual mint sets on request. 

Australia, new 5/ Coat of Arms_ ( 1) $ .85 
Australia, Princess , wmk. (1) .08 
Australia, Princess , unwmk~----- (1) .05 
Australia, Ferrar, Mueller. S~~t;t 

each -------- - - ----- - - - - --- (1) .06 
Bermuda, Perot ________________ (3) .25 
Brit. Honduras, Cay ____________ 

(6! .50 
Canada, Newfoundland -------- (1 .06 
Egypt, Gaza, scarce ----------- (1) .20 
Egypt, Pasha __________________ (1) .12 
Egypt, Palestine overprs, cpl. _(39) 12.50 
Iraq, new airs, cpl. (8) 1.10 
Ireland , new Id & li-~i-;.;-====== (2) .28 
Malacca, new Geo. VI cpl. to $5 _(15) 5.50 
Malta, Self Government ________ (15) 5.30 
Penang, new Geo. VI cpl. to $5 __ (15 ) 5 .50 
Turks, Centenary ______________ (7) 4.00 

Join our New Issue Service 
"Turn to ALBERN for British Colon ials" 

ALBERN STAMPS 
303 E. 63 ST., NEW YORK 21, N. Y. 

AIR LETTE,R SHEETS 
wit" imprin.ted stamp 

10 different foreign, mint, postpaid __ $2.50 
Others in stock. World War II postal his

tory material, large list, 50c. 

L A V A 520 Audubon Ave. 
New York 33 

(A.P.S. 14767) 

Evel·Y (J. S. Collector Needs 
JOHN LUFF'S FAMOUS 

"POSTAGE STAMPS OF THE U. S." 
Send $10.00 plus 10c postage. 

GOSSIP' PRINTERY 
Holton, -:- Kansas 

KELANT1\.N MINT 
No. Va lue Cat. E:ach Block 
11 _________ $ 2.00 $ 1.75 $ .75 $ 2.85 
12 _________ 5.00 4.00 1.90 7.20 
13 _________ 25.00 20.00 10.50 39.95 

Used Peace Specinl 
Basutoland, Bechuanaland, So. West Af

r ica, Swaziland, Union So. Africa. 
Complete in pairs-cat. $4.74. Regu-
larly $3.80-SPECIAL ____________ $2 .22 

Money Order payable New York City or 
personal check . 

As k for "Davenport Offers" 

L A DAVENPORT 230 Lon,mount Drive 
• • Toronto 10. Canada 

Member: C.S. D.A., A .P.S., C.P.S., etc. 

JUST RECEIVED 
A few of the very scarce 1949 sealed 
SWEDEN Kilos. These have the same high 
catalog value as the 1948 Kilos which are 
now obsolete. 1 Kilo ________________ $16 .50 
\\' (> Mi ll ha\'c some of the 1!14:) and 104 7 I(ilos in 
~tor k which a lso haH~ excc licllL ('ttl. ,·alue. Gjye 
{'hoi ('c. l~lther one for on ly ________________ $1 Lilt} 
I{'T~"T.lAXD GOV'T kilo. 1943 ______________ ;i.O(l 
XOB\\,AY ~[J~RlOX kilo. 1946·1947 ______ 3.:;0 
NORII'AY ~IIDGET !<K\Llm BOX . 1949. 

;)~ oz. _________________________________ 1.2.3 

CAN YOU USE SOME VERY COMMON 
MATERIAL? 

This is Quantity, not Quality and no corllcback!'. 
.\Hr..I<;KTll\'A . 1 lb. _______________________ $ .7_1 
Bli;LGIU~!' I lb. __________________________ .70 
DliJ~_;t.rARK , 1 lb. ________________________ .:-5 
FRA.:\'C'K 1 lb. ____________________________ .i!l 
GEll.\JAXY. 1 lb. _________________________ .. ;0 
GREAT ERI 'rAIX . 1 lb. ___________________ .:)0 
ITALY. 1 Ih. _____________________________ .75 
~\\·JTZKHIJ.\0D. ] lb. ___________ ~ _______ .7;) 

or a ll eigh t mixtures for on ly $5.00. 
(I. ~ . .ulXTllRK :> lb8. ____________________ ~:L:;O 

1'0RTAGI, EXTRA. PLF-ASF-. 

A E PADE 164] Stout St., A 
•• Denvel' 2. Colo. iIii& 

Outstanding Auction --- June 4th, 1949 
1117 lots will absolutely be sold without reserve! Sale includes mariy 
Complete Collections, Stock Books, lots by Countries, Sheets, Covers, 
Plate Blocks and Wholesale lots as well as hundreds of fine and rare 
single United States and Foreign stamps and sets. Exceptional oppor
tunity for all collectors, dealers and accumulators to buy fine material 
at your own price or less. 

CATALOGUE FREE 
WRITE TODAY FOR YOUR COPY. 

EW PRICE LISTS - . S. Sheets - Foreign Packets - Both Free for the Asking! 

SHEET SPECIALS PACKET SPECIALS 
1c, 3c, Chicago Panes ______ $ 3.00 
5c ew York Airmail ______ 12.50 

Worldwide, 3000 Diff. ______ $5.25 
Airmails, 300 Diff. _________ 4.50 

FREE 
CATALOGS 

gNITH STAMP Co. 
95 NASSAU ST., NEW YORK 7 g 

WRITE 
TODAY 

"YOUR MO. EY'S WORTH OR YOUR MONEY BACK" 
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Council of Northern California 
Philatelic Societies 

(Continued from page 333) 

by the San Jose Stamp Club, the 
Stockton Stamp Club, the Stanislaus 
Stamp Club, Modesto, and the Alame
da Stamp Club. Through the exhibit 
committee of the Council, an attempt 
has been made to standardize the 
classifications of stamps exhibited, 
the methods of judging, and the size 
of frames used. 

At the last meeting, a resolution 
was presented urging the Council and 
its member societies to include in 
their active program the collection of. 
stamps for the wounded and to en
courage our wounded veterans in the 
veteran hospitals to become stamp 
collectors. 

The Council is looking forward to 
a successful year in its various socie
ties and the next meeting will be held 
under the auspices of the San Fran
cisco Philatelic Society in the Palace 
Hotel, San Francisco on May 15th. 
The August meeting will be held in 
conjunction with the SPA Conven
tion with the California Collectors 
Club, San Francisco, as the host so
ciety. The member societies are .as 
follows: Alameda Stamp Club, Berke
ley Philatelic Society, California Col
lectors Club, Inc., California Phila
telic Society, East Bay Collectors 
Club, Golden Gate Precancel Society, 
China Stamp Society, Chiu Chin Shan 
Branch, Monterey Bay Philatelic So
ciety, Oakland Philatelic Society, 
Pajaro Valley Philatelic Society, 
Watsonville, Penny Blacks, Palo Alto 
Philatelic Society, Petaluma Phila
telic Society, Prune Valley Precancel 
Broncos, San Jose, Sacramento Stamp 
Club, San Benito Stamp Club, Hollis
ter, San Francisco Pacific Philatelic 
Society, San Jose Stamp Club, 
Stanislaus Stamp Club, Modesto, 
Stockton Stamp Club, Vallejo Stamp 
Club, West Coast Air Mail Society. 

Any adult society of Northern Cali
fornia not a member of the Council 
is invited to join and should obtain 
information through the secretary. 

* * 
WAS THE POSTMASTER A 
GOOD SCRAPPER? 

Back in the late fifties on the wall 
of the San Francisco Post Office were 
a set of thirteen rules for the conduct 
of the help_ Rule VI sounds as 
though it might have lead to some in
teresting possibili-ties. 

"Rule VI-When an applicant for 
his mail shall exhibit a disposition to 
aggravate or insult, or even abuse, 
he should be met with forbearance 
and gentlemanly conduct, recollecting 
that the contact is of a business na
ture only, and that personalities 
should be adjourned to outside the 
office entirely. If a clerk fails to 
satisfy an applicant, let him be re
ferred to the postmaster." 
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INFORMATION WANTED 
By HARRY E. GRAY 

Last summer, a man cleaning out a 
basement in an old store building, 
which had at one time been used as 
a drug store, found a number of Doc
tors' prescriptions stuck on a spindle. 
On one side they had various names 
and ·addresses of Oakland physicians 
printed and the handwritten prescrip
tions. On the other side they were 
addressed to Osgood Bros. Druggists 
and Apothecaries, N. E. Cor. 7th & 
Broadway, Oakland, Calif. 

Six or seven of t hese prescriptions 
bore a picture of the U. S. 2-cent 1883 
in natural size but printed in black. 

During that time I believe that the 
laws were very stringent against the 
picturing of a U . S. stamp. Osgood 
Brothers, established in the fifties, 
had by that time grown into one of 
the largest drug concerns in N orth
ern California. They were undoubt
edly familiar with the laws pertain
ing to picturing a U. S. stamp. 

Why was this stamp pictured on 
their prescription blank? Was it 
intended to carry the prescription to 
their store? A suggestion has been 
made that it was to pay a 2-cent tax 
on the prescription. I can find no 
evidence that prescriptions were 
taxed. If they had been, the tax 
would have been removed at the late 
date in which these prescriptions 
were used (1887-91). 

Can anyone provide an answer or 
a good guess? 

* * 
S. F· POSTAL STATISTICS 

During the year 1857 the average 
number of postage stamps sold 
monthly from the S. F. office were 
as follows: 1c, 45,000; 3c, 27,000; 
10c, 32,000; 12c, 500. Stamped en
velopes: 3c, 120,000; 6c, 500; 10c, 
12,000. Of the 120,000 3c stamped 
envelopes sold, the Wells Fargo Co. 
purchased about one hundred thou
sand a month. 

for )lay 14, 1949 

GOOD MORNING, FELLOW STAMP 
COLLECTORS-

H ERE is good news for you today-
r. S. Supplement. tor Junior, 1947 Edison : 1)4;') 

to 1948 Harris ! !J80-0uT .Junior United Rtales 
Only Supplement. 75c l)ostpaili. Green ~ational 
1948. 50c; Blue Am(>ricall. 50c. }'osLpaid. 

R('WrI1able. *37 

GLOBE STAMP STORE 
2125 Center, Berkeley 4, Calif. 

CALIFORNIA POSTMARKS 
Cut 2 x 4 inches 

100 varieties _______________________ $ .35 
200 var ieties _______________________ .75 
300 varieties _______________________ 1.50 
500 varieties _______________________ 4.00 

*3~) 

BAKER'S STAMP SHOP 
20 S9uth Chestnut, Ventura, Calif. 

APPROVALS 
in complete foreign sets 

Cor adult collectors. 

F ree p rice lists on t he E lbe, Scott and 
White Ace lines . 

ll' ALTER MA YSER *3n 
134 Mason Street, San Francisco 2, Calif. 

TELL THE ADVERTISER 
YOU SAW IT IN GOSS1P 

sep;lrate and distinct 

departments as below: 

DEPT. "A" 

DEPT. "U" 

DEPT. "F" 

USED AIRMAILS-between 
4500 and over 600() different 
always in stock. 
UN ITED STATES - used 
and mint s ingles and plate 
bl ocks. 
GENERAL FOREIGN - in
cluding moderate p r i c e d 
numbers and even many 
space fillers . 

Your r£'Quest will bring forth an appro\·a l se lect ion. 

F. T. Newcomb 
P. O. BOX 7036. KANSAS CITY 2. MO. 

A.P.S. U. S. COMMEMORATIVES S. P.A . 

USED SETS AT POPULAR PRICES 
~294-299 Pan-American Issue ______ $5 .25 

323-327 La. Purch ase Issue ________ 6.75 
328-330 Jamestown Issue __________ 1.65 
397-400 Pan-Pacific, perf. 12 ______ 1.60 
401 -404 Pan-Pacific, perf. 10 ______ 5.25 
548-550 Pilgrim Issue _____________ 1.60 
617-619 Lexington-Concord Issue __ 1.75 
859- 93 Famous Americans ________ 1.50 
909-921 Occupied Nations _________ .75 

100 Different used Comm em s. ______ .90 

Why not try our approval serv ice on m int 
or used U. S.- 1900 to date. 

HAt Your Ser vice" 

C. A. W ALL I N G 
Rt. 2, Columbia , So. Car. 

S.P.A. A . P.S. 

7000 VARIETIES 
1 cent each 

Also low-priced set s 

--*
KING STAMP CO. 

2310 Vista Gordo Drive 
LOS ANGELES 26, CA LIF. 

J UST COMPLETED 
New Series of appr ovals on 

ECUADOR 
Will you be the first to look them over? 

We also fill WANT LISTS 

H/ F STAMP CO. NEW ~g:K 1~3~ N. Y. 

The ad you overlook may contain 
just the stamps you want_ Read 
them all! 

USED 

U.S. Commemoratives 
100 different-$1.00 

Postpaid. 
-e-

CLEMENT S. ERNST 
301 Hopper Kelly Bldg., 

SEATI'LE, WASHINGTON 
In the stamp buaines. since 1918-

Let', cet acquainted. 

I TOPICAL STAMPS! ! 

TOPICAL P.t\.GES ! ! 

TOPICAL ALBUMS! ! 

- *-
I Gilbert "" Hummer 

1523 N. Valley St. 
BUl!BANK" CALIF. ____ I 

Two New - U. S. Collections - $200.00 Each 
Finest Condition - Opportunely Priced. 

Fresh MINT on ly. 527 Different P ostage, Commemoratives and Airs" ONLY. Many 
COMPLETE Sets including Kansas-Nebraska Prexys., Airs, etc. L. L. American 
Album. Scott $450 .00. Gibhons S275.00. NET PRICE 200.00. 

Mint and Used. 40 Different (672 postage, 16 Mise. No envs.) large porportion Mint 
20th. Cent. Inc. Kansas-Nebraska Farleys; Miniature Sheets COMPLETE. Commems. 
1923 and Airs 1931 to date COMPLETE. L. L. National Album. Scott $570 .00. 
Gibbons 310.00. NET PRICE $200.00. 

MARSHALL H. HANCOCK 
(Martauco Stamp Company) 

Postage Stamps for Dealers ;-ColJeetions, Lots, etc. dealt in for 40 years. Corres
pondence invited re lating purchase or sale of substantial properties. 

82 1 De Young Bldg., 690 Marht Street, San Franc isco 4, Califo rnia 
- The Crossroads of San Francisco -
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1848-1849-1850 

CALIFORNIA 
CENTENNIAL 

CACHET SERIES 

Q~ 
~:!Chets 

Your Covers 
50 plus $1.50 Service 

Charge. 

WE GIVE C OMPLETE 
SERVIC E-50 covers 

for $5.00 . 

'Ll • 
Box 928 

Lindsay, CaUf. 

The ad you overlook may contain 
just the stamps you want. Read 
them all! 

u. S. COMMEMORATIVES 
Unused Used 

Fine V. F. f ine V. F . 
230 --- -- -- ---- ---$ .35 $ .50 .02 $ .04 
231 -------------- .20 .30 .01 .02 
23t -------------- .90 1.35 .70 1.05 
233 -------------- 1. 60 2.40 ~20 .30 
234 -------------- 1.60 2.40 .25 .40 
235 -------------- 1.50 2.40 .95 1.45 
236 -------------- .95 1.45 .25 .40 
237 -------------- 2.60 3.90 .30 .45 
285 -------------- .60 .90 .15 .25 
286 -------------- .30 .50 .03 .U5 
287 -------------- 2.50 3.75 .95 1.50 
288 -------------- 2.35 3.50 1. 00 1.50 
289 ------- ------- 4.75 7.00 1.75 2.60 
290 -------------- 4.85 7.20 .75 1.10 
294 -------------- .30 . 45 . 10 . 15 
295 -------------- .35 .50 .02 .01 
296 -------------- 1.90 2.90 .60 .90 
297 -------------- 2.10 3.15 1.10 1.65 
298 -------------- 2.80 4.20 2.10 3. 15 
299 -------------- 4.60 6.90 1.25 1.85 
323 -------------- .85 1.25 .20 .30 
324 -------------- .60 . 90 .10 .1 5 
325 -------------- 2.70 4.00 2.65 4.00 
326 -------------- 4.50 6.75 1.35 2.00 
327 -------------- 8.75 13.00 2.50 3.75 
328 -------------- .35 .90 .15 .40 
329 -------------- .35 .90 .10 .25 
330 -------------- 2.90 7.50 1.25 3.75 
367 -------------- . 25 . 40 .10 .20 
368 -------------- 2.75 3. 10 2.40 2.80 
369 -------------- 8.00 12.00 7.75 --
370 -------------- .50 .80 .10 . 15 
371 -------------- 3.75 4.00 1.40 1. 75 
372 -------------- .25 .35 .20 .30 
373 -------------- 3.25 3.65 1.90 2.25 
397 -------------- .35 .50 .05 .10 
398 -------------- .35 .50 .02 .04 
399 -------------- 3.20 4.50 .75 1. 05 
400 -------------- 5.70 8.00 .65 1.00 
400. ------------- 6.20 8.90 .65 1.00 
401 -------------- .80 1.20 .30 .45 
402 --------- ----- 3.90 5.85 . 10 . 15 
403 -------------- 8.25 12.25 1.00 1. 50 
404 -------------- 35.00 52.50 4.00 6.00 
537 -------------- .55 1.00 .30 .55 
548 ------------- .15 .20 .10 .20 
549 -------------- .25 .40 .05 .10 
550 -------------- 2.00 3.20 1.45 2.40 
611 -------------- .08 .12 .02 04 
612 -------------- 1.00 1. 15 .75 .9:i 
613 -------------- 1.50 2.25 .05 . 10 
614 -------------- .15 .20 .15 .20 
615 -------------- .25 .35 .10 . 15 
616 -------------- 2.25 3.00 1.50 2.00 
617 -------------- .20 .25 .15 .25 
G18 -------------- .30 .40 .25 .35 
619 -------------- 1.35 1. 70 1.20 1.55 
620 --- ---- ------- .35 .45 .30 .40 
62 1 -------------- 1.95 2.50 1.80 2.25 
643 -------- .. ----- .15 .20 .13 . 17 
644 -------------- .30 .40 .25 .3;J 
645 -------------- .10 .15 .05 .08 
646 -------------- .10 .15 .12 .20 
647 -------------- .25 .40 .20 .35 
648 -------------- 1.00 1.40 1.00 1.40 
649 ----------- --- .10 .15 .08 .10 
650 -------------- .45 .60 .35 .15 
651 ------------- .10 .15 .10 .15 
6:>1 -------------- .10 .15 .09 .12 
655 ------------- .10 .IS .02 .04 
656 -------------- .40 .55 .05 :g~ 657 -------------- .08 .10 .06 
6 0 ------------- .15 .20 .13 .17 
6 1 -------------- .07 .10 .05 .07 
6 2 ------------- .07 .10 .04 .06 
683 -------------- .12 .1 .12 .16 
688 -------------- .0 .10 .08 .11 
689 -------------- .09 .12 .06 .09 
690 -------------- .06 .0 .03 .05 
702 -------------- .05 .07 .02 .04 
703 -------------- .08 .12 .07 .11 

Satisfact ion Guaranteed. Immed iate Del ivery. 

POSTAGE EXTRA l,":-IDER 3.00. 

JA CK o. KI N G A ~ 900 F . Street , N . W . 
WASHINGTON 4. D. C . 
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Southern California Dealers' 
Association a Live Organization 

By HERMAN C. NASCHKE 

As the saying goes, "In Union 
There Is Strength," I might add also 
that there is a great amount of fel
lowship to be had in an organization 
such as was organized Wednesday 
evening of April 8th, 1936, by a group 
of Los Angeles stamp dealers who 
banded together for the purpose of 
fellowship and mutual assistance to 
one another in the promotion of a 
high class standard of business ethics, 
so greatly needed by such an organi
zation to establish a confidence of 
the collector who does business with a 
member of this organization. This 
group is known as "The Stamp Deal
ers' Association of Southern Cali
fornia, Inc." 

The motive of this organization was 
not a selfish one for it was attended 
at the opening meeting by 19 stamp 
dealers who either conducted stamp 
shops or who conducted stamp busi
nesses as a part-time or full-time. 
At this meeting were present the fol
lowing Los Angeles dealers, some of 
which have since passed away: 

William Schmidt, Long Beach, Calif. 
Dr. Gerald Q. Farwell (deceased) , 

Glendale. Calif . 
Jean Hiett, Beverly Hills, Calif. 
C. Schrumpf. 
Oscar Braecklein. 
Isadore Goldberg (deceased) . 
Robert Cowan. 
Van Wyckoff. 
Dan B. McMillan. 
John J. Russell . 
Harry M. Bryan. 
William DuBois. 
Harry Genor. 
Step hen Ban ( deceased) . 
Colonel W. E. Mills. 
Harry Hoffman. 
Paul Harrison (deceased). 
Ed Hammock (deceased). 
Herman C. N aschke. 

There was quite a lot of enthusiasm 
shown at that time and a Constitu
tion and By-Laws were formulated 
and the following officers were 
elected: 

Oscar Braecklein, President. 
Herman C. Naschke, Secretary. 
Dan B. McMillan, Treasurer. 

The first meeting was held at the 
old Philatelic Club on West 7th Street 
which was located on the third floor 
of an office building overlooking 
MacArthur Park. From that time on 
t he organization met monthly at the 
Philatelic Club and later our meet
ings were scattered over various 
localities and meeting in various well 
known cafes where we could eat, 
dr ink and be merry and discuss mat
ter s pert aining to the stamp trade. 
Many of our most interesting meet
ings were held back in 1937 to 1939 
when Joe Hubbell, acting as Chair
man of t he Entertainment Commit-

tee, sought out' interesting places to 
meet. 

Particularly interesting was a 
meeting held at a cafe in the north
eastern part of Los Angeles where 
we had a typical Arabic dinner served 
by the owner of this restaurant who 
had spent many years in the Near 
East and had the place overflowing 
with relics and mementos of his resi
dence in Palestine, Iraq and the other 
Mohammedan countries. Also a fond 
memory of a wonderful French din
ner we all enjoyed at Chez Pierre 
Cafe in East Los Angeles, a typical 
Bohemian type of restaurant. 

Prior to World War II, our organi
zation also sponsored several stamp 
exhibitions with the co-operation of 
the Federated Stamp Clubs of South
ern California, and as far as I can 
remember, our last exhibit was held 
in 1940 at the Los Angeles Elk's Club 
ballroom and resulting from our entry 
into the great war, our exhibition 
activities were disbanded until the 
spring of 1945 when our spring stamp 
exhibitions were resumed at the Elk's 
Club No. 99 which has proven to be an 
excellent location for stamp exhibi
tions and who have a spacious ball
room which we rent for our exhibi
tions. These shows have been held 
annually since that time and we are 
now preparing for our 1949 spring 
exhibition to be held there on May 
13th - 15th, inclusive. Oscar Braeck
lein annually has had charge of the 
stamp exhibitions and I am sure we 
have no other person who could do 
better. Oscar seems to like to put 
on our shows and does his work ex
pertly like a real showman. 

As a matter of interest to the pub
lic, we have a "natural" this year
the California Centennial year-and 
at this exhibition we will re-enact 
the old "Tub" mail of one hundred 
years ago before Los Angeles had a 
regular U. S. Post Office. The mail 
at that time was accumulated in a 
tub provided by a merchant on Main 
Street of now downtown Los Angeles 
and in this tub was placed all out
going and incoming mail where our 
pioneer residents could come and pick 
up their mail from distant points. 
This re-enactment will consist of a 
wooden tub provided by the Farmers 
and Merchants Bank of Los Angeles, 
the oldest bank of our city, and who 
will cachet up to ten (10) covers for 
anyone who cares to send them in, 
absolutely free of charge. Provisions, 
of course, are that they send ad
dressed, stamped envelopes on which 
the cachet will be applied. Covers 
may be sent to the Information Booth 
well in advance of the show located 
at the Elk's Club, 607 South Park
view Street, Los Angeles 5, Calif. 
This mail 'on the opening day will be 
carried in an old stage coach driven 
by none other than the Western movie 
hero, Gene Autry! 

(Page 350, please.) 

Weekly Philatelic Gossip 
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Wanted 
1920 RIGHT THRU 1949 PLATE NO. 
Blocks wanted. Send your stamps inventoried 
and insured for highest prices paid. uMr. Post
age Stamp" , Emanuel Strauss, Prop. , 1336 
Union Street, Brooklyn 13, N ew York. '35tf 

WILL PAY $110.00 FOR COMPLETE MINT 
set Silver Jubilees. E. P . H a rris, P. O. Box 
4023, Houston 14, Texas . '37 

WANTED - VENEZUELA. 204 -208. 
pay full cat. for these five stamps. 
Coffey, Holto n, Ka nsas. 

WILL 
J. G. 
·36 .... 1" 

PAYING 30c PER 100 FOR LARGE, TOP
Quality U. S. commems. Also want quotes 0' 
used Airma ils and Prexies. George Foste)'. 
1136 Flatbush Avenue 26, N ew York . '38 

ACCUMULATIONS, COLLECTIONS, DUPLI· 
cations. Covers of all kinds. Gustaf Panula, 
Midlothian, Illinois . 

Wholesale 
WHOLESALE P RIC ELI S T S FREE. 
Universal StampeD., Ine., 110 East 23rd, New 
York. '6Hr 

DEALERS-WHOLESALE MONEY SAVING 
quotations on request. Pearl Brothers, 476 
Smith Street, Brooklyn 31, N . Y. '38 

HOW TO BUY MORE FOR YOUR MONEY. 
400() special offers of foreign stamps are in· 
eluded in our latest 84-page illustrated price 
list. Special Service of new money making ap
proval selections. Dealers only. S. Serebrak
ian, Hotel Aster, New York 19, N. Y. '21tr 

WORLD STAMP MARKET, WORLD-WIDE, 
the oldest and original. Also recognized as 
the leading stamp trade journal in the U. S. 
With 12 issues you receive the Wholesale Deal. 
er's Directory, Sources of Supply, listing not 
only U. S. wholesalers hut those of the world, 
at $2 .00 . Sold only to bona fide dealers. Pub
lished by The Gossip Printery, Inc., Holton, 
Kansas. '90te 

BRITISH COLONIALS, USED, MINT AND 
obsolete George VI singles. Expand you r ap
proval selections. Write for Wholesale List on 
your letterhead. Hawthorne, Box 146() , Mal· 
den, Mass. ·5~ 

SELEGTED S TAM P S, COMPETITIVELY 
priced. Wholesale lists to deal ers on reQuest. 
Charles Prant, Aberdeen, Maryland . '35tf 

20 % DISCOUNT. SPECIAL SALE FOn 
short time on ly. Dealers: Request on Jetter· 
head part icu lars and our lat.est illustrated 
wholesale Jist of foreign stam ps. packets, a nd 
collections. Stamp Import, 130 West 42 St .. 
New York 18, N . Y. 

WHOLESALE MINT AND USED SET S, 
Quality Packets, Foreign F irst Day Cover", 
Mixtures, for dealers only. Walter Hir8h, 
12932 Bloom field Street, North H oll ywood, 
Calif. Phone State 46261. 

Southern California Dealers' 
Association a Live Organization 

(Continued from page 346) 
In conclusion, it might be proper 

to list the Presidents of our organiza
tion from our organization date as 
follows: 

Oscar Braecklein-1936, 1937, 1938. 
A. W. (Bill) Bloss-1939. 
John J. Russell-1940, 1941. 
Tommy Lawrence-1942. 
A. H. Murchison (deceased) -1943 

until April 1944. 
Robert Graves-April 1944 & 1945. 
Fred W. Coops-1946, 1947. 
John Bauer-1948. 
Herman C. Naschke-1949. 
Our membership now is seventy-one 

members and we are taking in East
ern wholesalers who would like to join 
our Association. Applications are 
coming in Itt the rate of three or four 
per month and at this rate we should 
soon reach one hundred or more. 
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CALIFORNIA STATE 
REVENUES 

By HARRY E. GRAY 

The following letter gives some 
side lights on the revenue stamps of 
California. 

San Francisco, Jany 28-1864 
His Excellency 

Governor F . F. Low. 
Governor 

I send herewith designs for Insur
ance, Exchange and Passenger 
Stamps. 

I have had several estimates made 
-the lowest is Mr. Geo. H. Bakers, 
Engraver. 

He proposes to furnish the State 
with $120,000.00 in Stamps, with as 
many of each of the 114 varieties as 
the Stamp Commissioner may deter
mine-and sends herewith the de
signs. 

He proposes to mucilage the backs 
and perforate them. For the perfor
mance of such contract he will give 
bonds, and fullfill the Same for the 
sum of $1200 dollars. 

Should the Commissioner determine 
to have them done, I should be the 
most happy to ~pervise the work 
here. The stamps he refers to are to 
be lithographic. 

Yours truly 
(Signature undecipherable) 

* * SAN FRANCISCO POST 
OFFICE 1850 

According to Kimball's San Fran
cisco Directory for the year 1850, the 
San Francisco Post Office was lo
cated at the corner of Clay and Du
pont Streets, Jacob B. Moore was 
postmaster. Among the officials and 
clerks listed was Timothy Page, 
foreign and ladies delivery clerk. 
Ladies delivery clerk was typical of 
the gallantry of the men back in 
the early days of that rip roaring, 
tough old tent city. 

Postage for all parts of the U. S. 
and Oregon was forty cents. All 
parts of California 12lh -cents, while 
drop letters were 2-cents. Postage on 
newspapers to U, S. and Oregon, 3c, 
inland postage llhc to be added, and 
in all cases, unless sent from the 
office of publication, must be paid in 
advance. 

Under newspapers, seven were 
listed as being published in San Fran
cisco, all of them except one being 
dailies. 

Mails were despatched to Sacra
mento daily, while Stockton and San 
J ose received theirs three times a 
week. Santa Cruz and Monterey 
on ly weekly, 

* * Belmont Stamp Co., George E. 
Myers, Proprietor, will send you a 
catalogue of his twelfth mail sale on 
request. The address is 5843 Vickery 
Blvd., Dallas 6, Texas. 

RECENT 
NEW ISSUES 

SWITZERLAND 

.~ 

- Courtesy New York Journal-American . 
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QUALITY
YOU'LL ENJOY 

Czechoslovakia 
61 -3 ________ $2 .90 
137-80 _____ .08 
142-51 ______ 2.10 
159-63 1.70 
168-700 ____ .03 
175-8 _______ 3.50 
183 ________ 2.00 
183 0 _______ .38 
184-6 2.75 
184-60 _____ .38 
192-30 _____ .06 
195-8 _______ 2.00 
202-5 1. 70 
202-50 _____ .16 
206-7 .75 
206-70 _____ .10 
209-11 ____ __ .75 
212 .03 
213-4 _____ ~:.'" .12 

Sa,,¥, -)(~".':.07 
215-7 '_______ .10 
218-26 ____ __ 1.00 
227 ________ .03 
228-9 .09 

Same X__ .05 
232-3 .10 

Same X __ .05 
232 -30 _____ .04 
234-5 .18 

Same X __ .12 
236 -8 .40 

Same X__ .30 
239 ________ .15 
241-2 .12 
241 -2 0 _____ .05 
244-5 .09 

Same X__ .05 
246-8 .16 
246-8 0 _____ .06 
249-50 .08 

Same X__ .04 
251 ________ .30 
253-4 _______ .20 
255 ________ 3.75 

Same X __ 3.00 
256A-62 .13 
262A-65 ____ .12 
266-71A ____ .23 
272-87 .60 

Same X __ .45 
288-92 .20 
293-304 (15 )- 1.00 
293-304 0 ___ .30 
305-6 _______ .10 
307-9 _______ .30 
310 ________ .25 
311-4 _______ .95 
315 ________ .03 
316-7 _______ .20 
318-21 .22 
318-21 0 ____ .08 
322-4 .18 

Same X __ .12 
322-4 0 _____ .05 
325 ________ .02 
326-8 .16 
326-8 0 _____ .08 
329-31 .14 
329-31 0 ____ .08 
332-3 _______ .09 
334-5 .09 
334-5 0 _____ .06 
336-7 .09 
336-7 0 _____ .06 
338-9 .10 
338-9 0 ____ _ .07 
340-2 .12 
340-2 0 _____ .07 
343-5 .12 
343-5 0 _____ .05 
346-9 .15 
346-90 _____ .12 
350 ________ .04 
3500 _______ .02 
351-4 .13 
351-40 _____ .09 
355-6 .09 
355-60 .07 
B130-2 1.50 
B133-6 _____ 4.50 
B137-9 _____ 14.00 
8140-3 _____ 11.00 
B144-6 .60 
B147-9 .75 
B150-1 .16 
B152 _______ .90 
BI53 .75 
B154 -5 _____ .12 
B156-7 _____ .1 
Bl59 .20 
B160-2 .20 
Cl-3 _______ 15.00 
C7-9 _______ 2.75 
C10-1 _____ ~.50 

G19-27 _____ 2.00 
01-7 .28 
P27-35 _____ .14 
P 36 ________ .u2 

BOHEMIA 
1-19 5.25 
1-190 6.75 
20-6 (8) ____ .12 
27-48 (25) __ 2.00 
28 _________ .02 
29 .02 
27-35 (10) __ ,45 
36 _________ .10 
37 .10 
36-4 1 _______ LOO 
42 .04 
43 & A _____ --
44-6 .35 
47-A-8 _____ .30 
49-53 .15 
54-5 (tabs)__ .09 
56-9 ______ __ .10 
60-1 ________ .35 
62 -83 _______ .65 
84 _________ .02 
85-7 ________ .05 
88-9 ________ .04 
90 _________ .04 
BI -2 (tabs) __ .18 
B3-4 (tabs) __ .14 
B5-8 (tabs) __ .20 
B9-12 .10 
B13 -4 ______ .05 
815-7 ______ .10 
B18-9 ______ .08 
B20 .20 

blocks (4)_ .70 
B21 .05 
B22-4 .20 
B25-6 .06 
B27-8 .06 
EXl -2 .25 
JI-14 .80 
01-12 .30 
013-24 _____ .12 
Pl-9 _______ .10 
PI0 .03 
P11-9 .06 

blocks (4) _ .20 
SLOVAKIA 

1 __________ .10 
24-5 .10 
24-5 0 ______ .08 
26-33 .70 
26-330 .30 
28A & 29A_ _ .13 
34-7 ________ .40 
38-9 ________ .15 
40 _________ .25 
41-2 .60 
41 & 42A ___ .30 
43 & A _____ .12 
43 & B _____ .10 
44 __ _______ .25 
45-9 ________ .08 
55-7 ________ .28 
58-61 _______ .12 
62-4 ________ 3.00 
65 _________ .05 
69 _________ .06 
70-3 ________ .75 
74-6 ________ .15 
77-82 _______ .40 
88 .04 
89-92 _______ .23 
93-4 .06 
95-102 ______ .70 
103-7 .06 
108-9 + B25-6 _ .70 
110-5 _______ .65 

~L--======= :~~ B5-7 _______ 040 
B8-10 ______ .50 
Bl1-3 ______ .12 
B14-16 _____ .35 
B17-20 _____ .20 
B21-4 ______ .30 
B27 ________ .36 
B27a _______ 2.60 
CI-9 _______ .56 
EXl -2 ______ .06 
Jl-12 9.50 
JI-12 0 _____ .75 
JlS-23 ______ 1.70 
J24-3 ______ .5 
Pl-9 _______ 2.75 
PI0-1 0 
P20-30 (9) __ .20 
P31 -6 ______ .12 

~fONACO 
177 - I ______ .55 
192-3 .90 
Roosevelt (9) .76 
B24-5 ______ .70 
B76- 4 _____ L35 
B 5-90 _____ 1.00 
B91 ________ .07 
B92 ________ .05 
C2-7 _______ 2.00 
C -9 _______ 1.40 
CBl-5 ______ .35 

FRANCE 
197 8.50 
219 X ______ .07 
220-5 X ____ .45 
243-4 .22 

Same X__ .15 
245 .07 
246 ________ 14.00 
2480 _______ .08 
249 ________ lAO 
250 ______ __ .75 
2500 _______ .03 
251 0 _______ .80 
2530 1.15 
254A 0 _____ .60 
256-7 X __ __ .85 
258-62 X ___ 1.25 
258-62 X 0 __ .10 
263 ________ 1.15 
2630 .02 
264-83 X ___ 3.60 
264-83 X 0 __ .30 
290 ________ .20 
290 0 _______ .03 
291-3 1.75 
291 -3 0 .45 
291-3 X 0 ___ .30 
2940 _______ .22 
295 ________ .16 
295 0 _______ .03 
296-7 2.75 
296 -70 _____ .12 
299 0 _______ .02 
300 ________ .50 
300 0 _______ .08 
301 ________ .55 
3010 _______ .02 
302 ________ .55 
302 0 _______ .08 
303 ________ .14 
3030 _______ .05 
304 ________ .50 
304 0 _______ .06 
305 ________ .35 
305 0 _______ .03 
306 ________ .30 
306 0 _______ .03 
307 ________ .08 
307 0 _______ .03 
308 ________ .40 
308 0 _______ .06 
309-10 .22 
309-100 ____ .20 
311-2 0 _____ .30 
313-4 .30 
313-40 _____ .12 
315-20 ______ .90 
321 __ ______ .20 
321 0 _______ .07 
322 ________ .12 
322 0 _______ .07 
323 ____ ____ .11 
3230 _______ .06 
324 ________ .07 
324 0 _______ .03 
325-6 .60 
325-60 _____ .15 
326 0 ____ _ __ .07 
326a _______ --
327-8 .20 
327-80 _____ .25 
329 ________ --
330-1 .15 
330-1 0 _____ .16 
332 ________ .10 
3320 _______ .09 
333 .10 
333 X ______ .03 
334 ________ .05 
3340 .02 
335-40 X ___ .45 
335-40 X 0 __ .12 
347 ________ .07 
3470 _______ .05 
348-53 ______ 1.40 
349 0 _______ .03 
354 ________ 3.00 
354a _______ 3.50 
3540 _______ 2.00 
355 .17 
356 __ ______ .20 
357 ________ .06 
358 ________ .10 
3580 .07 
359-72 X ___ .35 
359-72 0 .20 

Same X__ .12 
379 ________ .14 
3 1 ________ .0 
3 10 _______ .08 
3 2 ________ .15 
3 2A _______ .20 
3 3 .17 
3 3A-5Ffl3)X 040 
383A-5F X 0_ .1 5 
3 6 .1 
3 7 .06 
38 .07 
3 9 .08 
390 .07 
391 .0 
392 .05 
392 0 _______ .05 
393 ________ .05 

FRANCE 
3930 _______ .04 
394 .60 

Same X __ .50 
3940 .65 
395-412 X __ 2.00 
409A _______ O? 

412 ________ l.Z0 
413-6 __ ____ .28 
413-60 _____ .22 
417 .05 
418-21 ______ .55 
421 .20 
427-51 1.30 
427-51 0 ____ .90 
452 ________ .05 
.452 0 _______ .05 
453 ________ .06 
4530 _______ .05 
454 ________ .05 
4540 _______ .05 
455 -8 .05 

Same X __ .02 
459 ________ .09 
459 0 _____ __ .08 
460-3 .42 
460-3 0 _____ .27 
464 ________ .05 
464 0 _______ .05 
465 ________ .19 
4650 _______ .15 
466 ______ __ .06 
466 0 __ __ ___ .06 
467-70 .38 
467-700 ____ .20 
471 ________ .05 
471 0 _______ .05 
472 __ __ ____ .03 
472 0 _______ .03 
473 ________ .13 
474 ________ .05 
4740 _______ .04 
477-95 2.00 

Same X __ .80 
496 ________ .20 
497 ________ .05 
497 0 _______ .05 
498 .03 
499-502 .05 

Same X __ .02 
503 .04 
505-23A 1.75 

Same X__ .95 
505-23A 0 __ .90 
524-52 2.50 

Same X __ 1.80 
530 ________ .02 
536 ________ .02 
536A _______ .02 
541A _______ .04 
541B .04 
541B 0 _____ .02 
542A _______ .05 
553-6 ______ 1.35 
553-6 0 _____ 1.00 
557-8 _______ .07 
559 ________ .04 
560 ________ .03 
561 .04 
562-5 X ____ .02 
566-7 _______ .10 
568-9 .10 
568-9 0 _____ .06 
570-1 .25 
570-1 0 .12 
572 ________ .08 
573-4 .22 
573-4 0 _____ .10 
575-6 _______ .04 
577-80 ______ .25 
581 ________ .08 
582-3 _______ .08 
5830 _______ .02 
584 ________ .05 
585 ____ ____ .05 
586 ________ .05 
586 0 _______ .02 
5 7 ________ .05 
588 ________ .02 
589 ________ .10 
590-1 _______ .17 
592-4 .10 
Bl-2 X _____ .35 
B15 1.25 
B16-23 X ___ 3.75 
B24-6 X ____ .55 
B27 5.00 
B2 -30 X ___ 1.50 
B31-3 X ____ 3.00 
B34 2.75 
B35-7 X ____ 4.00 
B38 5.60 
B39-41 X ___ 7.00 
B42-3 1.75 
B44-5 ______ .35 
B46 ________ .20 
B47 ________ .30 
848-55 _____ 1.50 
B51 0 ______ .08 
B56-8 ______ .25 
B5 0 ______ .10 
B59-62 _____ .50 
B61 0 ______ .12 

FRANCE 
B63 .15 
B64-5 .18 
B64 0 ______ .08 
B66-7 ______ 3.00 
B68-9 ______ .35 
fl?O .60 
B71-~ ______ .28 
B73 .36 
B74 .30 
B75 .15 
B76 .25 
B77 .16 
B78 .18 
B79 .22 
B80 .20 
B81 .15 
B82 .18 
B83 .25 
B84 .09 
B85 .25 
B86-9A _____ .50 
B90-1 ______ .26 
B92 ________ .10 
B93 .25 
B94-5 ______ .14 
896 .10 
B97-100 ____ .50 
B97-100 0 ___ .60 
BI01-2 _____ .25 
B103 .08 
8104-7 _____ .35 
8104-70 ____ .38 
B108-9 _____ .20 
BI08-90 ____ .20 
BllO .07 
BllO 0 _____ .08 
BIll .05 
BIll 0 _____ .05 
B112-3 _____ .30 
B112-3 0 ____ .30 
B114 .04 
B114 0 _____ .04 
B115 .06 
B115 0 _____ .06 
B116 .13 
B1l60 _____ .12 
B117-28 ____ .80 
B117-28 0 ___ .80 
B129 .12 
B1290 _____ .10 
B130 .09 
B1300 _____ .10 
B131 .05 
B1310 _____ .05 
B132 .11 
81320 _____ .10 
B133 .10 
B1330 _____ .10 
B134 .03 
B1340 _____ .03 
B135-46 ____ .60 
B135-46 0 ___ .75 
B147-8 __ __ _ .15 
B147a .20 
B149-52 ____ 045 
B149a .50 
B149a 0 ____ .65 
B153-7 1.45 
B153a _______ 1.50 
B153a 0 ____ 1.75 
B158 .15 
B1580 _____ .15 
B159-60 ____ .27 
B159-60 0 ___ .30 
B161 -6 _____ .58 
B161-60 ____ .65 
B167-72 ____ .58 
B167-720 ___ .65 
B173 .10 
B173 0 __ __ _ .10 
B174 .09 
B1740 _____ .10 
B175-7 _____ .38 
B175-7 0 ____ 045 
B178 .10 
B1780 _____ .10 
B179-84 ____ .30 
B179-840 ___ .35 
B185 -9 _____ .20 
B185-90 ____ .25 
B190 .05 
B1900 _____ .05 
B191 .05 
B191 0 _____ .05 
B192 .06 
8192 0 _____ .07 
B193 .04 
B194 _______ .05 
B195 _______ .05 
B196 .05 
B1960 .05 
B197-200 ___ .15 
B197-200 0 __ .15 
B201-2 _____ .08 
B201-2 0 ____ .09 
B203 .07 
B2030 _____ .07 
B204 .05 
B2040 _____ .05 
B205 .05 
B2050 _____ .05 
B206 .05 
B207-12 ____ .32 

FRANCE 
B213-7 _____ .30 
B218 .08 
B219 .08 
B220 .09 
B221 .04 
B222 .07 
B223 .07 
B224-31 ____ 045 
B232 _______ .06 
C5 .50 
C6c 0 ______ .03 
C7 .35 
C8-13 ______ 3.00 
C8-13 0 ____ _ 1.50 
C12 0 ______ .04 
C16-7 ______ 8.00 
Gl8-21 1.95 
C18-21 0 __ __ .85 
C22 --
CBl-2 1.25 
CBl-2 0 ____ 1.00 
CB3 .28 
CB30 ______ .20 
N27-42 _____ 1.70 
N43-58 _____ 1.70 
2N1-10 1.25 
2Nl1-20 X .13 

FR. COLONIES 
B1 2.00 
B2-6 ______ _ .60 
B7 _________ .35 
B8 _________ .35 
Victory Airpost 

15 values 1.00 
NETHERLANDS 
161-30 ___ __ .30 
175a 0 ______ .05 
1950 _______ .08 
1980 .02 
196-80 _____ .05 
200 0 _______ .02 
201 0 .15 
202-3 0 _____ .30 
204-5 _______ .35 
204 0 _______ .03 
206-8 .28 
206-8 0 _____ .12 
2070 .03 
209-11 0 ____ .14 
211 0 _______ .07 
216-25A (14) 1.20 
The 4 imps. _ .50 
226-43 ______ 5.00 
244 .04 
245-61 ______ .38 
277 ________ .03 
278 ________ .40 
2780 _______ .10 
281 0 _______ .59 
302-3 .13 
Bl-30 _____ .10 
B6-8 _______ .70 
B6-80 .50 

Same' X __ .35 
B9-11 ______ .60 
B9-ll 0 _____ .60 
B12 -5 .90 
B16-20 0 ____ 1.65 
B21 -4 ______ .65 
B21-40 _____ 045 
B25-320 ___ 1.75 
B33-6 .80 
B33-6 0 ____ .50 
B37-40 0 ____ .45 
B41-3 X ____ .90 
B44 -7 ______ 1.10 
B44-70 _____ .70 
B48-9 ______ 2.00 
B48-90 _____ 2.10 
B50-30 _____ 1.85 
B54-7 ______ 3.00 
B54-7 0 _____ 2.50 
B58-61 0 ____ lAO 
B62-5 ______ 2.15 
B62-50 lAO 
B66.-9 0 _____ 1.00 
B70-1 X 0 __ .35 
B72 0 ______ .09 
B73-6 ______ 1.50 
B73-60 _____ 1.00 
B77-80 __ ___ lAO 
B77-80 0 ____ .70 
B81 0 ______ .35 

NETHERLANDS 
B82-5 ______ 1.00 
B82-5 0 ____ .55 
B86-9 ______ .95 
B86-9 0 ____ .50 
B90-3 ______ .70 
B90-3 0 _____ .35 
B94-7 ______ .70 
B94-70 _____ .40 
B98-1 02 ____ .75 
B98-102 0 ___ .33 
B103-7 _____ .60 
B103-70 ____ .35 
B108-12 ____ .60 
B108-12 0 ___ .32 
B1l3-7 _____ .90 
B113-7 0 __ __ .50 
B118-22 ____ .50 
B118-220 ___ .40 
B123-8 _____ 1.10 
B123-8 0 ____ .60 
B1280 _____ .20 
B129-33 ____ A~ 
8129-33 0 ___ .25 
B134-8 _____ .20 
B134-80 ____ .15 
B139-43 ____ .16 
B139-430 ___ .13 
B144-5 .20 

Same X__ .13 
B146-7 _____ 1.60 
B148 .04 
B149-53 ____ .16 
B154-8 _____ .18 
B159-63 ____ .~2 
B164-9 _____ .20 
B170-4 _____ .25 
B170-4 0 ____ .18 
B175-9 _____ .27 
B175-90 ____ .18 
B180-4 _____ .28 
B180-40 ____ .1 8 
El85-8 _____ .25 
B185-80 ____ .1 8 
El89-93 ____ .26 
C4-5 ~28 

Same X_ _ .20 
C6-8 _______ 6.00 
G90 _______ .10 
CI0 .10 
CI00 ______ .12 
C11 .06 
Cll 0 ___ _ __ .08 

(SERBIA) 
2N31-41 ____ .30 
2N42-6 _____ .35 
2NBI-4 ____ .50 
2NB7-10 ___ .30 
2NB7a- l0a __ LOO 
2NB7b-l0b __ LOO 
2NB7c-l0c __ .75 
2NBl1-4 ___ .40 
2NB15-8 ___ .25 
2NB19-22 __ --
2NB23-6 .40 

SWEDEN 
2290 .45 
230-5 0 _____ .38 
2620 .15 
264-70 .15 
299-300E 0 __ .05 
301-9 (10) 0 _ .10 
313-5 0 _____ .09 
316-80 _____ .10 
319-21 0 ____ .10 
3220 .35 
323-5 <> _____ .17 
326-8 0 _____ .32 
329-31 0 ____ .06 
332-4 0 _____ .35 
335-70 _____ .08 
338-41 .60 
338-41 0 ____ .35 
342-4 <> .12 
360-20 _____ .08 
366-8 0 _____ .14 
374-60 _____ .09 
377-9 _______ .25 
383-5 ______ .40 
386-90 .49 
Pioneers (4) _ .50 
Strindb'g (4) .40 
B37-41 _____ .45 
C8 _________ 6.00 

---,- .•. ---
Mint-unless 0 for used- very fine 

to superb. X means very good to fine. 
MINIMUM ORDER $1 - POSTFREE. 
48-hour service---no credit s lips-"NO 
SALE" until you a.r~ satisfied in every 
way. 

Write for free lists Austria, Belgium, 
Finland, Germany. Norway. Poland, 
Roumania and German Locals. 

APS- ASDA- SP A 

A. C. ZALESKY 
1728 Bever A ve_. 

CEDAR RAPIDS, lOW A 
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For a long time it has been our 
contention that people possessing 01' 

selling forged Confederate stamps 
are in for trouble. From these people 
and there are many of them, we have 
received divers arguments, viz: The 
Confederate States were illegal, their 
stamps have no status, the courts will 
hold that this was a secession govern
ment and thus is not protected by any 
of the laws governing such cases. 
That the sell ing, etc., of such material 
is not a violation of the law, etc. For 
the legal minded and those not legal 
minded, let's take a look and see what 
gives. Why not give some attorney 
a fee for a look at Hurd's revised 
Statutes of the United States or fail
ing that, ask your attorney to look 
up the law covering the counterfeiting 
of the stamps of the Confederate 
States. He will tell you that Section 
178 of the act of June 8, 1872 pro
vided for just that. But an ever 
watchful Attorney General saw to it 
that many revisions were made to 
bring into the U. S. Statutes the 
stamps of the Confederate States. 

Carefully scanning this law, we 
find it was repealed and an act was 
put on the Statutes (June 15, 1917, 
40 Stat. 226) which defined "Foreign 
Governments." That act includes 
within the term, any faction or body 
of insurgents, which mayor may not 
be recognized by the United States, 
as a Government. To the collectors 
of Confederate material, this may be 
news. To those dealing in this phony 
material, this also may be news. To 
those who come into an encounter 
with law and who claim ignorance of 
this law, this also will be news, al
though the "ignorance of the law" 
part of their plea will mean nothing. 
Everyone coming into court should 
know that ignorance of any law, ex
cuses no one! 

A few weeks ago we had a party 
tell us we were as wet as a hen in a 
rain storm. Just a week before that 
we ran into another tune where the 
party selling a Confederate stamp 
"did so in good faith" not knowing 
that the stamp and its cancelation 
were not in order. Well, we could be 
wrong! So we took it upon ourselves 
to contact a very busy man and get 
the real lowdown on the situation
this time both cancelations and stamps 
of the Confederacy-and we wish to 
again thank our friend U. E. Bau~h
man, Chief of our U. S. Secret ServIce 
which in turn is the policing agent of 
our U. S. Treasury Department. 

Many people have the idea that 
Chief Baughman and hi many Dis
trict Agents in charge are tough on 
them. We know personally some of 
these very fine agents in charge 
around the country. They have co
operated with us in many ways. 
'When these men make a demand for 
counterfeit material they are really 
helping collectors-the quicker this 
material gets off the market the bet-

('0(,( n re r rca I J-

tel' it will be for the unwary and the 
unsuspecting. 

Under date of April 30th again a 
visitor called on us and told us again 
that our contention was wrong, t hat 
our valves needed grinding and an 
adjustment of our literary spark 
plugs was in order. We thought per
haps an overhaul job might be in 
order and we always believe in letting 
the other fellow have his say. We 
remembered Chief Baughman and his 
help in the past. Under date of May 
3rd we asked for specific information 
covering the stamps of the Confeder
ate States. Under date of May 15th 
we received word from Chief Baugh
man and are reproducing his letter 
below. Please keep this issue or re
move this page and p lace it in your 
albums for future reference as there 
will be more use for t hese laws from 
time to time that will interest the 
readers of this column. We publical
ly acknowledge a debt of gratitude to 
Chief Baughman for the information 
his letter contains. Here it is: 

"Reference is made to your letter 
of May 3, 1950 requesting informa
tion concerning counterfeit postage 
stamps. 

"The laws providing for punish
ment for the possession of or dealing 
in counterfeit stamps are of fairly 
early origin, taking into consideration 
that the first U. S. postage stamps 
were issued in 1847. The possession 
of and dealing in counterfeit stamps 
has been attacked in two ways in the 
statutes: (1) through statutes out
lawing the possession and sale of 
obligations and securities of the 
United States or foreign countries, 
and (2) through statutes outlawing 
the possession and sale of United 
States and foreign counterfeit stamps. 
"1. Stamps as Obligations and Se-

cUl·ities. 

"a. United States obligations or 
securities. Section 10 of the Act of 
June 30, 1864, 13 Stat. 221, provided 
that any person who shall pass, utter, 
publish, or sell, or shall bring into the 
United States from any foreign place 
with intent to pass, utter, publish, 
or sell, or shall have or keep in posses
sion, or conceal, with intent to utter, 
publish, or sell, any false, forged, 
counterfeited, or altered obligation or 
other security of the United States, 
with intent to deceive or defraud, 
shall be deemed guilty of a felony. 
Section 13 of the Act defined the 
words 'obligation or other security of 
the United States' as including 
stamps, and Qther representatives of 
value, of whatever denomination, 
which have been or may be issued 
under any act of Congres . 

"The substance of these provisions 
were continued in section 5413 and 
5431 of the Revised Statutes of the 
United States (1874); in sections 
147 and 151 of the Act of March 4, 

1909, 35 Stat. 1115, 1116, and in title 
18, U. S. C., sections 8 and 472 (1948). 

"b. Foreign obligations or securi
ties. Foreign postage stamps have 
never been specifically defined by 
statute as obligations or securities. 
However, the Treasury Department 
has interpreted the term 'obligation or 
other security of a foreign govern
ment' to include foreign postage 
stamps. The dealing in counterfeit 
obligations or securities, with intent 
to defraud, or the possession of such'~ 
obligations or securities with intent 
to pass them off as true and genuine, 
was made punishable by sections 4 
and 5 in the Act of May 16, 1884, 23 
Stat. 23. Although this Act was re
pealed by the Act of March 4, 1909, 
35 Stat. 1156, the substance of the 
provisions of sections 4 and 5 of this 
Act of 1884 were continued in sections 
159 and 160 of the Act of March 4, 
1909, 35 Stat. 1118. These provisions 
are now continued in title 18, U. S. C., 
sections 479 and 480 (1948). 
"2. Counterfeit Postage Stamps. ~ 

"Section 178 of the Act of June 8, 
1872, 17 Stat. 305, provided for the 
punishment of any person who shall 
make, or print, or knowingly use or 
sell , or have in possession, with intent 
to use or sell, any forged or counter
feited postage stamps. The language 
of this statute wO:Ild appear to be 
broad enough to cover both United 
States and Confede?'ate States stamps. 
Section 179 of t.he Act of June 8, 
1872 made the forging or counter
feiti~g of, or knowingly uttering or 
using a foreign postage stamp punish
able. These provisions were con
tinued in effect by sections 5464 and 
5465 of the Revised Statutes (1874). 
They were repealed by the Act of 
March 4, 1909, but their provisions 
re-enacted by th at Act, sections 219 
and 220. The Act of June 15, 1917, 
40 Stat. 226, added a definition of 
'foreign gove?'nment,' which included 
within the term any faction or body 
of insw'yents which mayor may not 
be recognized by the United States as 
a government. The substance of the 
foregoing provisions were continued 
in title 18, U. S. C., sections 11, 501 
and 502." 



CLASSIC POSTAL MARKINGS 
Throughout the realm of postal 

markings, during both the stampless 
and adhesive periods, are found many 
outstanding examples of ingenious, 
attractive, and colorful town and rate 
cancelations. Particularly striking 
illustrations of such markings origi
nated from a hamlet some sixty-odd 
mi les west of Chicago, in De Kalb 
County, Illinois. Shabbona Grove 
produced markings that today are 
among the rarest of all strikes. 
George P . Weiland, 152 Hope Ave., 
Syracuse, N. Y ., was kind enough to 
allow me to present these postal mark
ings for your inspection, and admira
tion, because they rate it. 

THE SHIELD IN RED ON A 
STAMPLESS COVER. 

-Photograph courtesy of Charles 
Machell, Syracuse, N. Y. 

The well known Shabbona Grove 
shield, struck in red, is shown in 
Figure 1 used on a fancy embossed 
cover. This cover was mailed October 
24, 1855, traveled prepaid to Water
town, New York, where it wasn't im
mediately p icked up and had to be ad
vertised. The handstamped PAID is 
in red, the ADVERTISED is in black, 
and the manuscript 1 is in black. 

THE SHIELD IN BLACK ON A 
STAMPED COVER-3c 1857. 

$kabbona {irove, lll. 

By 

FREDERICK 

LLOYD 

SCHOLL 

A. p. S. 

ble to accurately determine the year 
date of usage although the three cent 
rates place the usage somewhere in 
the late 1850's, particularly cover 
number two. 

THE RJBBO~ I N BLACK ON A 
STAMPLESS COVER. 

- Photograph courtesy of Char les 
Machell, Syracuse, N. Y. 

The double circle in red from Shab
bona Grove is presented on the cover 

THE DOUBLE CIRCLE IN RED ON 
A ST AMPLESS COVER. 

I IfJ~f~ 

Ii' _1' ./ 

Photograph courtesy of Charles 
Machell, Syracuse, N. Y. 

in Figure 4. Mailed September 5, 
1855, this cover is the same type of 
embossed cover as hown in Figure 1. 
And like the cover in Figure 1 this 
tampless went to Watertown pre

paid, and wa adverti ed. 
It is coyer markings uch a the e 

that make the search for stampless 
and stamped covers ever exciting, 
particularly ince these markings 
catalogue twenty-five dollars each. 
Such a premium price is well war
ranted ince the e covers are as scarce 
as 47s in dime packet . 

The e cover and other like them 
are bringing ever increasing prices 
whenever they appear on the market. 
Probably an excellent example of 

what stampless markings can bring 
will be demonstrated in Pollitz & 
Paige's 50th Sale of May 13th . Lot 
No.2 is a dan dy copy of t he Windso1' 
Locks steamboat marking. N.ot too 
long ago this cover brought about 
twenty-f ive to thirty-five dollars . 
Let's see what this cover will bring. 

As in all commodities value is de
termined by the old law of supply an d 
deman d. The demand for classic 
stampless is keen but t he su pply is 
practically ni l. Normally it is only 
when a collection is being broken up 
that one of t hese covers reaches t he 
market. T hat competition for owner
ship is so great indicates t he growing 
trend toward interest in postal his
tory. One might meditate on t he 
cause. Could it be that the f lood of 
new issues of the post war years dis
cOUl'aged t he collector of moderate 
means and limited time? Collecting 
stampless is at the same t ime excit ing 
and restraining-there is fun and in
terest for all who give it a try. 

Incidentally, postal history students 
who wou ld like to see a postal history 
society formed contact Johnny Fox, 
116 Nassau St., New York, right 
away, tell ing him so. If sufficient 
interest is displayed positive steps 
will probably be taken on the project. 

Collectors of U . S. cancelations who 
have sought some group composed of 
cancelation collectors might inquire of 
Leonard V . Huber, 4841 Canal St., 
New Orleans 19, La., foI' infoI'mation 
regarding t he U. S . Cancelation Club. 

Collectors of postal markings would 
also do well to secure a copy of Black 
and Davis' "Postal Markings of 20s 
ton to 1890." Of primary interest to 
Boston postal marking collectors, t his 
book is of great value to all postal 
history students. Most progressive 
dealers stock this great book. 

Harry Konwiser's "The United 
States Stampless Cover Catalogue': 
is a must for the serious stampless 
student. Herein are listed a majority 
of stampless markings recorded at the 
time of writing, arranged according 
to states, towns, and territories. 
There is also considerable data rele
vant to postal rates and other in
cidental information of value to the 
student. 

With the coming of summer many 
of us will soon be taking off into the 
hills, forgetting stamp and covers, 
seeking only fresh air. It might 
prove profitable to keep an eye open 
here and there for possible sources 
of finds. Decadent farmhouses, back
woods post offices, and the like, fre
quently provide us with the material 
that make headline news in the 
,tamp press. But then you didn't 
have to be told that. 

\\' Philatelic Gossi 
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