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1 Garry Doherty Re: Fake Savanah Postmark
Harry Lindquist Re: Article in CC Re Plate 1¢
Donald MacGregor Re: U.S.- British Treaty of 1868 & 1869
Harold Brooks Re: RG Bulletin
Edgar Jessup Re: Hudson River Mail, 10¢ 1847 cover
Van Dyk MacBride Re: Montgomery Southern Express
Harry Konwiser Re: 1836 Express Mail
Paul Bluss Re: 1¢ 1851 strip
David Lidman Re: New Magazine
Raymond D. Kershner Re: 90¢ on piece
Misc. Articles
2. Philip Ward, Jr., Cyril F. Dos Passos Re: 1861 Premier Engravures
=k Philip Ward, Jr. Stephen Rich Re: 1861 stamps
4. Linn’s Stamp News Re: 1861 Premier Engravures
5" Prescott Holden Thorp RE: 1861 Premier Engravures
6. Philip H. Ward, Jr. Re: Ridell
7. Y. Souren Re: 5¢ 1857 Fake cover
8. Prescott Holden Thorp
9 Prescott Holden Thorp Re: Premier Engravures
10. | From/To rates
11. | Prescott Holden Thorp, Ward Re: Pressure Groups in Philately
12. | Warren H. Colson, Michael Miller Re: Baltimore Provisionals
13. | Stephen G Rich Re: 1861 Premier Engravures
14. | George W. Linn Re: 1869 Imperforates
15. | Mannel Hahn Re: 1869 Imperforates
16. | Philip H. Ward Jr. Re: Colson
17. | Richard McP. Cabeen Re: Provisional use of U.S. Stamps
18. | Stephen G. Rich Re: Hiongo False Postmark
19. | Stephen G. Rich Re: Hiongo
20. | Blank
21. | Lawrence & Stryker Re: 12¢ 1851 Bisect on cover
22. | Frank A. Hollowbush Re: Prisoner of war covers
23. | Frank A. Hollowbush Re: Prisoner of war covers
24. | Stanley B. Ashbrook Re: 1¢ 1857 Types IA and IC
25. | August Dietz Re: Confederate Premiere Gravure
Thomas W. Blinn Re: California P.P. covers
26. | R.L. Wilmot Re: 90¢ 1860
27. | Jed Jones Re: The Stamp Parade
Steve Rich Re: A Review 1861 — 1869
Don Houseworth Re: SBA Letter
28. | The New Orleans Bee
29. | Philip H. Ward Jr., Re: 1847 Issue Demonetized

Y. Souren Re: Irrepressible 1861’s

30.

Blank




31. | Harold K. Frederick Re: From The Other Side of the Counter
Henry A. Meyer Re: “Mail Route”

32. | Blank

33. | Edwin Seebohm from Y. Souren Re: Report on 30¢ #121

34. | Blank

35. | Edwin Seebohm from Y. Souren Re: Report on #53

36. | Blank

37. | Re: Fort Bridger, Utah

38. | Van Dyk MacBride Re: Mekeels, 90¢ 1869 on cover

39. | W. Ward Re: Postal Methods and Means During the Civil War

40. | Henry L. Lindquist Re: C.P.S. News

41. | Stanley B. Ashbrook Re: An unusual 1847 cover

42. | Van Dyk MacBride Re: More about Confederates, Prisoner Mail

43. | Donald MacGregor Re: Postage

44. | Walter S. Scott Re: 1869’s without grill

45. | Frederick R. Harris Re: Hawaii

46. | George N. Malpass Re: Confederate General Issues

47. | Van Dyk MacBride Re: Prisoner Letter from Libby Prison
Van Dyk MacBride Re: Confederate Fakes

48. | Jack E. Molesworth Re: Confederate Provisionals

49. | Blank

50. | J.G. Fleckenstein Re: 1¢ 1851 pair
Sidney D. Harris Re: 1875 Reprint Imperforates

51. | R.M. Wilkinson Re: Part Perforates

52. | Re: Early use of envelopes

53. | Chas. J. Phillips Re: Confederate Provisionals

54. | Gary Doherty, L.L. Shenfield Re: Antrim 2¢ N.O. Cover

55. | Fred Ott, Van Dyk MacBride Re: Blockade cover

56. | Mortimer L. Neinken Re: 1851, 1857 Issues

57. | August Dietz, Jr. Re: Earliest use of C.S.A. #210

58. | Marc C. Clapp Re: Carrier service and “FORWRD 5”

59. | HarveyS. Bissell Re: New Mexico, Arizona and the Confederate stamp

60. | Sherman E. Rogers, W.L.L. Peltz Re: turned covers

61. | Re: Fake postal markings

62. | Van Dyk MacBride Re: Old Point Comfort

63. | Philip H. Ward Jr. Re: Confederate rates




Re - TokelflSovannal  3.C. hestnarc_

Doherty, Clifford & &/wnﬁeld, Inc.

ADVERTISING

350 FIFTH AVENUE « Empire State Building « NEW YORK 1, N.Y.

August the fifth
19 4 6

Dear Stan:

I still feel this cancel is real. Did you
notice about & half inch from the bottom of the cancel
the series of little black dashes which were evidently
part of the wedge that locked the cancelling device?
These characteristic markings appear on many old-time
cancels, notably Hillsboro. They are so characteristic
of checking old cancelling devices that I hardly believe
they would be faked. Anyway, let's see what turns up.

My best,

-~

Mr., Stanley B. Ashbrook
33 N. Ft. Thomas Avenue
Ft. Thomas, Kentucky

TELEPHONE: BRyant 9-3140
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August the fifth
19 46

Dear Harry:

I wonder Af you could find place for the
enclosed news inguiry in Stamps. R was suggested
by Stan Ashbrock who is interested in rumning down
this cancellation.

1 enclose the subject herewith and trust
you can get a falr cut of the cancel all by itself.

Sincerely,
Ll S -

My, Harry L, Lindquist
Stamps ..

1 West A6th Street
lew York, N, ¥,



U.8. Cancel Collectors Please Help

Illustrated herewith is a Savannsh, Ga. cancel used

on & miserable Oonfodorato cover that appesrs too
miserable to be a fake., Yot the cancel is sme to
Confederate usage although it mey be an old U.S.

cancel which was revived for a verjr--ahnrt period
during the Mtncn—tho—sﬁtés; -1t 45 not knowm

on any rare Confederate eowr& and although it is not
contained in the records of Stanlevy“B. Aghbrook, there
is a feeling that the cancellation is genuine, Will
8ll collectors of U.8. cancellations check this and
advise 4f they find a duplicate, ‘Plouo address replies
to Lawrence L. Shenfield, 350 Fifth Avenue, New York 1,
N, X, ' '
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' @J June 27, 1946.
A}
Mr, Harry L. Lindquist,

2 W. 46th 3t.,
New York, N.Y.

Dear Harry:

I em wondering if you read the itwo recent articlea in
the C.U,P.s by Jefferys? The one in the January number on the
17 1851 Plate 3 and the one on the "1851 to 18¢0 issue,” in the
April number,

1 am wondering if you noted how wuck: of my original data
that he used without giv me a bit of credit? I am wondering
if he is so dumb not to realize that such an omission will be
noted by everybody who is famillar with the facts in the case,

I believe that this person tried his best to discredit
me in some way but his effort was lousy. For example, note the
paragraph at the top of page 80, and the slam at me in the -
following words, quote:

"which comes from the one place on the plate where the
published plating was wrong."

Inasmuch as I am the only one who ever published any data
on the plating of Plate 12 the above certainly refers to me.
What are the facts §

In my 1926 book I published a chart of Plate 12 showing
the distribution of the two 8 - I and II, I 4id have a
slight error and it was as follows: I listed 71L12 as a Type I
whereas it was a Type II. I corrected this error in my Vol. 1 -
Chapter 290 on Plate 12 - page 316, the chart, and mentioned the
error on page 317 - last paragraph, quote:

"I have never seen a stamp coming from 71L1Z and in my
old book, I listed this as a Type I, {rom records of blocks
seen by others from thelower corner of the plate. ' I have since
been told by Elliott Perry that 71L12 is not a Type I but a
Type 1II, hence I list it as such, It i1s possible this position
may be an unusual nmisplaced transfer, that is 71L may have been an
"A" Relief instead of a "B" Rellef, etc - "(end of quote).

I believe that the wording "where the published plat%gg
was wrong" was a deliberate attempt to make readers belleve that
he was correcting a mistake that I had made., I am wondering if
you are of the same opinion? If I am correct it was a dirty




#2, Mr, Harry L. Lindquist, June 27, 1946,

plece of work. Vhat do you think?

Jefferys don't kmow a thing about Plate 12 except what he
has learned from m{ book, hence when he uses terms that I alone
invented, viz., Relief "B" and Relilef "C" - also "misplaced Hellefs"
he used material from my copyrighted work with no attempt to give
me & bit of credit. '

I believe that 1t is possible that Perry is back of this
lousy stuff because the block of six that Jefferys mentlioned was
written up by Perry in one of the earliest numbers of his "Pats.”
It was a typical Perry trick - instead of writing me aad telling me
that he had discovered a slight error in myll98¢ article and that
71L12 was not a Type I but a Type II, he had to come out in an
article in his "Pats" and tell the world that he, the great Perry,
had discovered an Ashbrook error, How lousy? How the low-lifes
love to rush into print and brag that so and sc wis vrong, amd to
show them upe It displays such high qualities of a gentleman and it
is a sure indication that the author was vred in a pig stye.

Jefferys ended up his discussion of il, 12 by stating, quote:
"No, 63L12 is one of the best shifts on Pl, 12,"

I 1llustrated 63L12 as a double transfer on page 3518, Vol. 1,
but unfortunately I made & typographical error and labeled '1{ frype
I," but anybody can see that it is a Type IIl.

Should & matter like this be called to the attention of the
editor? Should it be called to the attention of the Board on the
basis that it was a deliberate intention to mislead and discredit?

With regards =

Yours etc.,

A
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. XXXXAXXXXXXX 53 No Ft, Thomas Ave.,:

June 2nd, 1946.

My, Donanld MacGregor,
1602 Houstonia Aves, -
; Royal Osk, Nichs

" Dear Don:

_ Yours of the 26th received and I can assure you that I
am always pleased to hear from you'and fo discuss with you any
pubjects that are pugzling. ' i

The 0ld U«S.=British treaty explred, as you are well = .
. awere,; on Dec, 31, 1867, and a new treaty went into effect on Jan.
1y 1868+ This new treaty was in effect one year, and s third
treaty, dated Washington Nov, 24, 1868 Uecame effective Jan. 1,
1869, This also was in effect one year and a fourth treaty became
pffective:on Jans 1, 1870. . e '

Under the ‘original treaty accountings were regulated dce- '
cording to .the sea carriage and the different inland rates, thus
accountings wore miarked on each letter, but the three suvseguent
treaties simply divded the postapges, hence it was not necessery to.
mark an accounting on each ‘separate letters ks ;

I em wondering 1f the above offers a solution to the guestion?
Perhaps you haven't available a .copy of the Jan. 1, 1868 treatye.
Mowever, it differs very little from that of Jan, f, 1869, Article
-4 specified a fine for unpaid snd short peid items and Art, 6,
specified that such fires e retained by the collecting country. In
other words, a lctter from the U. S. which was "Short Paid! was fore
(~warded but on delivery it was subject to.a "fine" in G.B. Regular
prepald postages were to be ecgually dlvided, Registered letters were
required to be prepald, and AxT, € provided that Regisiration Fees
wereé also to be egually divided between the two countries, . Thus on
a ‘registered lstter to G.,B. in 1888, the tax was 12 plus 85 and the
20¢ was "equally divided," and this division was made in the "Letter
Bills" rather than by any marking on seperate plecés of mail, [IT
at the end of a quarter G.B. sent us 1000 registered letters and we
forwarded to her, 2000 then there was due her $100 as her share in
the quarterly settlement, 1Is that-correct®

Regarding reglstered mail to’'countries beyond G.B, Jow
about Art. 9 of the 1869 (Jan. 1) treaty? Tkis article provided

that we could forward registered letters thru G,B. to countries to
which registered'mail from G.Bs could be sent., The treaty of Jan,

l, 1868 specified the countries to which registered letters could
be sent, and the list is the same as that in .the Jan, 1, 1869 treaty.-
You will note that all were British Colonjes.




#24 Mr., Donaid-MacGregor, June 2nd, 1946.

: - Again regarding Harold's cover to Norway, it did not have
any marking indicating "Registered" or "Recommendirt” etc. etc.
1t did have a "17" in red pencil. On a prepaid letter toPPrussia
the vate was 287 and the credit was "7.," The prepaid rate: to Norway

‘via "P.C.lM." was 387 or 10f additional, hence the eredit was surely

"17," and this is confirmed by Harold's cover.. On thigs cover 484
was paild end we retained 31¢, whereas we were only entitled to 21¢.

Was the extra 10¢ an overpay? My guess is yes, If the year was

1866, then at thet time it was not permissible to pay the fee by stamps?
forther - Our fee at that time was 20¢ but the fee to PhesBla was 5¢.

I have been unsble to find any authority whereby a letter could be
registered thru Prussia to Horway in 1865 or 1866, and this letter was

not Dec, 1867 in my opinion,
’ 1 will appreciate your comments on the above.

Cordially yours,

¢




Donala’ Mac Gregor
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Donald MacGregor
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LONDON-ENGLAND
80 CHANCERY LANE . W.C.2 MARSHALL,MICH,U.SA. . SINGEL 25

Brooks ArrLIANCE COMPANY

BROOKS BUILDING i E R ERP RS NE 26
MARSHALL, MICHIGAN

March 29, 1946
Dear Stan:

Thanks very much for the advance copy of your lengthy
article on earliest known uses of Confederates, and other
data. Owing to pressure of business I have only had time
thus far for a brief scanning of contents and am taking it
home for a quiet and thorough perusal. It appears to me
that you went sled-length in "blowing up" the importance

of some of my stuff. And while, undoubtedly, what you have
found and said is entirely true, I imagine that some people
will say it is largely propaganda for Brooks - just as they
did in referring to Newbury, in connection with your mention
of his pieces in your monumental l¢ work. Of course, I know
that your opinions and findings are genuine, not swayed by
any outside considerations, and that when you are convinced
that you should approve, or disagree, it makes no difference
as to what personalities may be in the picture. I know that,
with reference to the Type 1, l1¢ stamp, imperforate, where
you battled with me, and where all the time I knew you were
inescapably wrong in your deductions. In other words you
are no "Yes" man, and all collectors with no selfish axe to
grind admire that outstanding quality in you.

I also received the Research Bulletin of March 1. ZEven
though a small booklet I have been able to only "run" through
it, and that too will have a more careful reading.

Trouble with me is two things....impaired eyesight as you
know, and the fact that since Craig's sickness before
Christmas I have had my nose mfl on the advertising grindstone
- leaving to the future my stamps and covers, my garden plans,
etc.. We went South, he became very sick there, laid up for
quite a time in Ocala. Then on our return home by train he
went back to Ocala with his wife, while Grampaw & Grandmaw
has had to take care of two devilish boys. Now that Bud is
returning, peace & quiet will again reign, with the youngsters
gone. And my wife is engaging a room in the Detroit Statler
where she is going to rest for a week, seeing no one, and
having meals served in her room when she wants them. She is
entirely worn out and on the verge of nervous breakdown.

So I have quite a number of stampic letters unanswered,
including yours. And that Chicago lawyer (Meroni) keeps



writing me to send on more selections of Patriptiecs,

but I simply can't do it. He says he 1is going to exhibit
in April - New Jersey I think. Nice appearing fellow,
Meroni is, - and young.

I am going to say just a little about that matter between
you and Rich. Of course he had no business launching
bravely into a subject on which he is not at all posted.
While I never have, and could not pose as a deep student
on the subject of the 1861-66 stamps, I really do think

I could do a better job than he did.

The reason I got into correspondence with Rich was his
misstatement re the earliest known use of the 24¢. He
said that Scott gave it as October 8 and I called his
attention to my having a cover bearing the date of use,
August 20, As in his reply he seemed to doubt this I
had my cover photographed and sent him a print.

On receipt of it he replied: "Thanks for the photo of your
2L¢ 1861 cover, showing Aug. 20, 1861 use. The Lowell,
Mass. postmark clinches the date beyond question."

Again, "I'1ll bet you a good lunch your stamp isn't

actually violet but a good honest bright purple, definitely
NOT bluish,. See Webster's dictionary, the genuine
unabridged, for the matter of what the term *violet' means
ssseTegardless of habitual misuse of the term for many
purples in stamp circles. The photo clearly shows the
variegated shading over the left '24' so it can't be No.60
of the catalog, no matter who formerly believed it to be
such. I'm frankly not a bit impressed or even interested
in what 'has always been considered' to be the situation

on these 1861l's: the facts brought out by Elliott Perry
especially, and by Brazer, with —=--cee-= trailing along

and rediscovering for himself what the other two had already
found AND PUBLISHED, are what count."

Again, "As you say you will let me keep the photo, I'm
thanking you again for it and keeping it. I can see that I
shall have to get Brookman to let me run a further article
on the subject. There are a few points on which my wording
was a little more condensed than planned, so as to fit the
space available; and in condensing it I left the way open
for misunderstanding. Then there arethe additional facts
brought out by the article. Your Aug. 20 dmy date on the
24¢ purple is the most significant of these....there are a
few others that change the inferences and conclusions in
certain places."

Maybe I'm color blind, but the stamp on my August 20 cover
doesn't appear to me to be "a good honest bright purple."

Should you again have occasion to write on this subject I




would prefer not to be drawn into the controversy
through Rich's letter to me. It's of no consequence

to me what he thinks of my cover or stamp, but inasmuch
as you have delved deeply into the subject of these
issues I thought you would at least get a kick out of
his remarks to me, particularly along the personal
angle. His letter, from which I have quoted, was

dated November 28, 1945.

In your latest article you refer to the S.U.S. citing
August 20, 1861 as the earliest known date, giving

the authority or credit to Hugh Clark. I rather imagine
you did this as a sort of bait, without mentioning what
you already knew, that Clark got his data from my cover.

Well, it's all very interesting, and particularly so
when one happens to be in possession of evidence

which irrefutably proves Expert Rich (or any other
"expert"™ ) to be wrong in their expressions of positive
and infallible opinion.

I have only casually noted your comments on the R.P.S.
- will read further tonight. And I hope that this
article will be so provocative as to bring to light
further facts re the actual practices of us "Fellows."

Remember, Stan, I am still a "Fellow," - not a hell of
a fellow to be sure, but still am wrapped around with
the Union Jack. You of course know that I advertised
in STAMPS, panes of the 2¢ 1916 with 2 errors of 5¢,
but I am still a FELLOW. You did likewise and you are
in the cold, cold ground.

The puzzle is - who reported you or complained about
our ad, but failed to report me? That's interesting,
sn*'t it?

I have quite a few shabby & commonplace Patriotics and
I think, just for a test case, that I'll place an ad in
STAMPS again, offering these covers. Then you prod Sam
to call to the attention of the Hon. Secretary in London
my ad, being in contravention of the rules. It would be
fun to see what happens. And, believe it or not, I would
welcome receiving a notice of my dismissal on those
rounds, for I could tell them plenty about the guys
%I mean Fellows) on the other side of the Atlantic., Your
experience rankles in my bosom just as strongly as when I
first® learned of it. I could have resigned, and was on
the point once of doing so, but have been waiting for a
better opportunity. I think it would be better for them
to kick me out, and then I can open up my guns,

Best wishes to Mildred and Stan Jr. J\
— O .



2 | . April 1st, 1946,

Mr, Harold C. Brooks,
Marshall, ¥ich.

Dear Harold:

. I certainly was glad to hear from you as I had not had
a word from you since the middle of January, Just before you
.were to leave for Plorlda. I never heard that Craig had been
111 and we were awfully sorry to learn of same, and sincerely
trust that hs has fully recovered and 1= all 0.¥. once more,

I do not recall that you wrote me that he was ill before Mmas,
I couldn't imagine why I could not get ® word out of you and
came to the conclusion that you were still cown in Florida and
doing a lot of Eibliing. '

: e made a trip east (looking for a place to buy) in = ;
middle January, then I went back by train the latter part .of the
month,  and then we made another long trip last month, but all =
our efforts were in wvain, We thought we had a place in Gettysburg
and the owner was willing to €811 but he couldn't find a place to
rent or buy and hence would not let me have his place, He is
gt11l looking, We have been under a terrific strain and this”
week we will have to go into Court and fight an action to prevent
us being evicted. I don't want to put everything In storage and
1ive . in a hotel room, hence am fighting the case so that we can
stay here until we find somethinge Bverywhere we went 1t was the
game story. \le are almost nervous wrecks and we both envy lrs,
BRrooks the gqulet and rest that she will get 1n Detrolt.  When we:
eventually got settled I think that we will go out of ecirculation
for a couple of weeks and enjoyr sorie plece of mind without the
nightuere of having a sheriff set our belongings out on the pave=
ment, - Bever in all my 1ife ‘have I been in such & demnable pres
dicanents We have been in this state of mind since several days
before Xmas when the owner notified me to get oub.

_ 1 am zlad thst you Iiked my Confed article Dut Harold I do
not think that it would oceur te the rank and file that I was trylng
‘to boost your‘collection or for that metter, the collection of anyone
else, I really never heard of such an intimation and it never
occurred to me that anyone would look at an article of mine in that
light, However, there is no denylng Lhe fact that we have & lot of
jealous rats in this gace who wonld jump &t the chance to nake false
accusations, etc, On the other hand, the real fellows do not
bother themselves over such silly things as suggestions that I tried
" to boost the Brooks collection, the Wewbury collection, the Jessup
collection or any others., I happened to have photographs of many
fine things in wour collection and T used them to illustr-ate the
text and not to boost you or anyone else, If anyone thinks other=
wise they are of course wrong. After all one cannot control the



#2. Mp, Harold C. Brooks, April lst, 1946,

thoughts of others. What such people think of me, 1s of no
concern to me and I try to ignore them. _ : ;

Regarding Rich., I doubt 1f I can add anything L0 s -
remarks in the Bulletin. I suppose I should not have paid any
attention to his article in the A,P. but as I explained it is so
darn discouraging to attempt to give facts to the public and then .
to have some mental case come along and publdsh a lot of in- =
accurate statements, Brazer is an unprincipled crook and a
vicilous and jealous rat. I do not think that he would hesitate
to stoop to any bit of skull-duggery. He 1s the one who 1s behind
Rich and Rich, merely repeats what Brazer tells him about the 1861
issue. Have no fear, I1'll not draw you into any argument on your
24 cover or involve. you in any argument with Rieh., My only re-
gret 1is that you permitted him to see your 24¢ cover or that you -
gave him a photographs No good can possibly come out of any -
contact with Rich, but on the contrary, nothing but harm. He.
thrives on ergunentQ, rmud-throeitg and everything that 1s: low and
viecious. He '1s a mental case, hence polson, When he attempts to
discuss the 1861 issue, he i1s overkihis head anﬂ he don't know What
he ‘ids talking about,

I was incensed at Brookman for publishing smch an article
and I even went so far as to suggest to Lybargep that Brookmants
resignation be requested, I considered that TLes double-crossed me
because he had full knowledge of how soriously T consider the study =
of the 1861 isgues I will never feel the same regard for him §
agein, 'hen he took over ximble's job as editor he was an un-
known and I went. far out: of my wayi to boost hlm, and to help him in
every way that I could. He knew whit sort of an. irresponsible rat .
that Rioh really is, but he went shead and: published that article“
without even an intimation to me that hé was going to do euch a
thing. :

Rich and Brazer make the claim that Perry and Brazer pre=
ceded me in the study of the 18¢tl issue dnd that I merely .took up:
where they left off, I dare Parry to make such a claim, The fact
is that while 'I. did not ‘publish any articles oon the Premieres .
until 1945 Chase.and 1 were working on the igsue back 1n the
twenties; long before Brazer ever got into stampss However, 1t :
makes no difference as to who discovered this or that, 'I might add
that both Brazer and Perry failed to solve the plizzle and both were
terribly jealous when I published the facts, It made them both
furious to think that I beat them to it and Iin their small way,.
neither has ever: adaitted *hlt my solution 1s corrects’ Two small
potatoes. :

Re: = the Aug, 20, 1861 date, I gave the date to blaf{ and
of course:it 1is the date of your tovers «I roferred to the SUsSs
rather than to the actual ownofs%*p in order to make a snrongep
argument, I am sure you get the point,

To demonstrate what a rat Rich really is, he had a fikend
of his approach me several months ago with a propeeitbion that we
bury the hatehet. Xnowing me as you do I am sure you can 1qagine
the answer I gent back., I would as soon be on frieqdly terms with
the devil himself as with that greasy kyke.
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Regar&ing the R.P.S., I never knew who "regorted" me.
It may have been MosleF, or it may have been Jefferys or some
other rat who is a "Fellow" of the R.P.S, I really did not wiee
the matter much thought. Richey never belonzed to the Royal,

but even if he did he would never consent to report you.,  As I
recall, I advised you not to resign on my account or not to get
into any argument with them. It would not do any good because
they wouldn't think of changing their By-Laws., The British are
1iving in the past; they haerdly pealize that abwasgreat empire
they are through., It is hard to stop a ball from rolling down a
hill and they are surely on the roll., They only make themselves
ridiculous by clinging to such rules as the one which bars ;
professionals from membership in the "King's Seciety." Recently
they gave the "Crawford" to Thorp for his catalogue on .S,
envelopes and previously Max Johl got it for his 20th Century
books, so you sce Hurold, even the "Drawford" dov't mean anything
any riore.

Why don't you mail a copy of wyour ad to the Honorable

i Secretary and inguire as to why they kicked me out and overlocked
you? And also inquire why they don't kick out bfher "Fellows"
who cdeal in stamps undsr cover?

I111l ‘bet they have a spasm when they see nmy Bulletin;
I have already sent a (OUy to London.

You ‘surely met Chuck" Meroni last fall in Chicaroe
"Chuck" is a fine chap but I would hardly accuse him of. being
youngs He must be close to Tifbyg

Mildred joins me 1n best of w1°heq £0. Mrs, Brooks, your=.
gelf and the children, i

Cordially yours

e



‘5ng Hudson i%%ver F/}at]
Yo 104—184“7 kaV@F‘“/

Eal

uerch 17, 1946.

NP Edgar B. Jessup,
1475 Powell St.,
Oakland Calif.

'Dear udgar"

Herewith by return meil the 104 1847 cover to Canada,
We are driving down east tomorrow and in the rush to get away
I'll be a bit bra&f.

First, I won't mention to anyone that you sent this
cover to M8 ' '

Secdond, I be1ievq'thnt the cover. is géhﬁﬁne and that
the ﬂtumn was uqed ag it now 1is.

o Thivdy ithe ludson River Mail was a Rall Road marking
and 1t was npplied by the Route Agent on:'this mall yroute., 1
eould give you the de cails of - this' route but-haven't ' tlime today.
.Perry was absolutely corract.

"T~ Fourth, I gan show you sikllar covere with Siu‘lﬂ rates -
8., 'Paid to the Linds,” That is what 'the 10¢ 147 did, The
4 due in. Canada would naturally hpvc been more had the 104 not
,have been paid in the Ue Se

e , ifth, nowevor, to the average eollector this cover would
»not be ceuvinc;ng and &t would Le questioned. :

'Mixth in view of this and also in view of the fact that:
_.%the ounmp 1s a crumb and the covér not wvery protty to look at, I
Co o bhink $110.00 is a devil of .a hich prices  Ies Saupson selling this
“'to you'with a guarantee that it is 0.Ke of is he selling it to i

“"you "as 1s?" Who could he get to guarantee the cover? : I believe

that Perry woulds s ‘
; { Seventh I believe that I would rather paj G200 to $250
.?for such a cover 1f it had the: appearance of being 0ok, and was
"genuine.;, : e

L R Eighth, if you fecl that you want the cover = in qpite of
the above - why don't you tell Sazpson that you will take it,
provided he will furnish you with a certificate by the Philafelic

+'Foundation's Expert Committee. They will charge him 4500 to

$10,00 and no doubt their opinion will be based on Perry's :
opinion. However, I am not modest in stating that I think that I
}know more about & cover such as this than Porry.




#2. VMr. Edgar B. Jessup, March 17, 1946.

With regards -

Yours etec,,

PeSe==~1 thought that this cover looked awfully
familiar and the pencll) notation on the back told me 1t
was a Steve Brown., It was lot #216 in his sale and went
to Klein for $18.00. This "Research Bureau" renders a
service second to none. Do you not agree?

Se




| VanDyk MacBride

- r

744 Broad Street Newark NJ.

March 16th, 1946.

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook,
100 Henry Court,
Fort Thomas, Ky.

Dear Stanley:
Your good letter of the 1l4th was duly received.

As for that C.S.A. Dead Letter Office cover, - YES you DID sell
it to me! If you can find our correspondence between May and August of
1944 in your files, you will see that I am right! s

I think you establish a pretty good point about those Montgomery-

Southern Express covers. But just one more thing on the subject. If I
understand what the rules call¥dfor, a person sending a letter that way
took it to the Bxpress Company office first, and not to the post office.
He paid the Express Company its fee AND also the required postage if he
hadn't already attached a stamp. Then the Express Company tgopk it to
the post office and had the stamp cancelled, brought it backfand then
sent it over its own lines to the destination. This might well account
for the one day earlier postmark! Of course at some busy points, Nash-
ville for instance, the Express Company was permitted and required to
pay the postage, cancel the stamp, and mark the cover "Postage Paid".
S0, the exact routine I have just outlined might vary, but I still think
vthat is the explanation for the order of the two dates on esehl=sf these

‘°k§wtaft!9 coverg!

Everything else in your letter is O.K. and in complete agreement
with my understanding and opinion. Also, and as you have suggested, I
would always be glad to check over any Confederate articles you may write
in the future before you submit them for publication, on the off-chance
of catching some point or reference which you might have overlooked.

Best regards! \

_Sincerely yours,

MacB/HK mgzl_ ,mw,.%WﬂZM v
L2 e R e e 'mﬂ;aﬁwa ot~
o M/r 7/



CABLE ADDRESS

P H l L A T E L l C PHILATORS, NEW YORK

GORDON HARMER
I.A.HARMER

AUCTIONEERS

A:;::::is 560 H/—IZA AV@TZUC LONGACRE 3-3335
NEW YORK 19, N.Y.

March 13, 1946

Mr. Stanley Aghbrook
100 Henry Court
Pt. Thomas, Ky.

Dear Stan:

I am sorry for the delay in replying to your letter of the
6th but I was away when it arrived.

I note what you say regarding the three lots offered by
Harmer, Rooke & Co, in London, It is now over six years since I have
had any say in their policies and in a similar manner they do not
attempt to control my activities here.

Now I have a profound respect for your knowledge of U.S.=-
in fact I doubt whether there is anyone in the United States whose
opinion I would more readily accept than yours. ILikewise I have a
great faith in the opinions arrived at by the expert committee of
the Royal Philatelic Society.

There is one thing I have always tried to avoid whilst
I have been in this country -- I have kept out of controversies
unless I, personally, was actually concerned. It is impossible for
me to express any opinion in the matter as I haven't seen the
stamps and only in the last few days have I seen the photographs.
My suggestion to you is that you write direct to the Royal or to
Harmer, Rooke & Co. in London or to both. Don't you think this

is the best idea? Z p . Z

VYery truly yours,
HARMER OKE & CO.

GH:d4t



March 13, 1946 ~

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook
100 Henry Court
Ft. Thomas, Ky.

Dear Stan:

180 ] I am sorry for the delay in replying to your letter
of the 6th but I was away when it arrived.

- I note what you say regarding the three lots offered
- by Harmer, Rooke & Co., in London. It 1s now over six years
since T have had any g2y in their policies and in a similar
- ‘manner they do not attempt to control my activities here,

v . .Now I have a profound respect for vour knowledge of
Uy8s-=in fact I doubt whether there is anyone in the United
States whose opinion I would more readily accept than yours.
Likewise I have a great faith in the opinlons arrived at by
the expert committee of the Royal Philatelic Socilety. :

: " There is one thing I have always tried to avold whilst
I have been in this country -- I have kept out of controversies
unless I, personally, was actually concerned. It is impossible
for me to express any opinion in the matter as I haven't seen
 the stamps and only in the last few days have I seen the
. photographs, - My suggestion to you is that you write direct to
the Royal or to Harmer, Rooke & Co. in London or to both.

.~ Don't you think this is the best idea?

Best wishes

Very truly yours,
HARMER, ROOKE & CO.

BYt.'signed‘- Gordon.




March 13, 1946

Mr. Stanley R, Ashbrook
100 Henry Court
Pt. Thomas, Ky.

Dear Stan:

I am sorry for the delay in replying to your letter
of the 6th but I was away when it arrived.

I note what you say regarding the three lots offered
by Harmer, Rooke & Co. in London. It 1s now over six years
since I have had any say in their policies and in a similar
manner they do not attempt to control my activities here.

Now I have a profound respect for your knowledge of
UsSe==in fact I doubt whether there is anyone in the United
States whose opinion I would more readily accept than yours,
Likewlse I have a great faith in the opinions arrived at by
the expert comaittee of the Royal Philatelic Soclety.

- There is one thing I have always tried to avoid whilst
I have been in this country -- I have kept out of controversies
unless I, personally, was actually concerned., It is impossible
for me to express any opinion in the matter as I haven't seen
the stamps and only in the last few days have I seen the
photographs, My suggestion to you is that you write direct to
the Royal or to Harmer, Rooke & Co. in London or to both.
Don't you think this is the best idea?

Best wishes

Very truly yours,
HARMER, ROOKE & CO.

By: signed - Gordon.




Copy

Harry M. Konwiser
181 Claremont Avenue
N.Y. 27, NQY'

Nov. 27, 1945,

Dear Meech:

: So, YOU want to study, etc. the "Express Mail"
marking of the 1836-37s8? I can offer the following:
1836, St. Louis Run, two covers, Ms. "Express"
marks, Cumberland, First and 2nd trip, RARE indeed, Ms. marked
One St. bouis out-bound with PAID in black, 75 marked
and another with Due 75 marked (ms. of course),
And on the Southern Route:
Raltimore to Boston, rated as UNUSALLY SCARCE, of course and
those of US who know a few facts about these Ms. Express
markings do know, We don't have to wailt for anyone to
TELL US- we know, without use of useless wordage (or crystal
ball ) ®
New Yrleans-Boston, 56 1/4.
New Orle.-Philadel., marked 3.00 A rarity, yes.
New York-Charleston, 3,00 Ms rated. "Express", :
Natchez-Philad,.,, 1838, MUCHO RARE, too, 3,00 express.

and

EXPRESS MAIL US~-~ the 1837 oval one seldom sees,
as on Charleston, 1837, to New York, AND DON'T
let anyone tell you this isn't rare.

The entire lot, yours for $125., AND CAN YOU duplicate
such a lot? WHERE?

Yours
(signed Hank)
Harry M. HRnwiser,



ot 4t

-preeent.

April 25, 1946.

" ¥r. Paul Bluss,

51 Westr46th st.,

:Dear Wr. Bluss.

Herewith the One Cent 1851 strip, viz., 5ﬂlm - GR1E -
7R1E, and the One Cent 1857, strip of three on cover from :
Lexington, Ky. to Danville, Ey. - strip Plate 4 = gixth row -

: _Felief F.  it

: : I am enclOQing,heerith an opiq¢Jn on the lmperf oréte
strlp and I- have q*gﬂad same on, the bagk ln seneil, "y fee

& R this itewr 1w §5, OO.

Regenainb the cover = L have ;ade & notation on, uha oL B

',@Xverse in penoll and on this' item there 18 no fee.

Pernaps you will Le iﬁiazeqted in the notationy inasmuch

{aa - reisr to Lthe typos. as -~ "Lelore peris destroyed the design
il B . Lach . of ‘these three positions on the plate (o, 43
“Bhow g A Qreak in uha Ltop liﬂﬁs, hence the types on the rlate ware-;~“

IIl - III - III& (cotuom liL ‘WOL oroxen)-

Inasmhcnrls the per;Ofations 1esffoyed thea. top paﬂt 03

ythe etamp designs, the only way that we caniglas siiv thesge stamps

15 a8 follows-

: "Thia sta“r wag & Type XII oafoza wor-vrqtic‘ at  the top
destroved the type char aCtBPlStiG.v-' ‘ ! S

This rule alse abpl*e" to the imparforatse Btrip out in=:

atoad of msing the word pnrroratio we us 6. ‘the werd gcissops,

We ean classify such a strip ag = RRla = BR1E -~ TRAE - and
apecify that these position furnighad ﬂtawwq tdﬂt mere Types

YIB - 1B = I.

ﬁgaiﬁ regrrding the: covuﬁ, I3wou1d have ziven you the
plate positioms but we are all packed up preparatory fo moving
the end of the week, hence none ol amy records are available at

s cailaz S ch—-— i

Regavdino the old One Cent booklet of 1926. 1t is 89 fur\'

up to date, and more fully illustrated, but 1 fear that you would |
have to consult Harry Lindquist before anvthing gould re done as

Harry has first call on. anything thut 1 muuTG P repare; and t&i&,

out 6; date that it would have to be entirely rewritten, and uroubht. ;

]




L
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|

3 .the Ten Cent 1855-185

}
i

#2+ Vr. Paul Bluss, April 25, 1946,

ﬁduld'especiaily apply to anything on the One Cent 18§1-57 or
T

' Due to the scarcity of my two
booklet

along the lines of the 1926 b
if priced at about $1.50 er $2.00.

: I am wonderin
Noronda books with

)

| \
=volume One Cent a new

ook might sell fairly well

g 1f you intend to republish the two
articles by various writers,

|
With Kindest regards = 3

.

Sincerely yours,



Telephone MUrray Hill 3-0559 INCORPORATED 1896

THE COLLECTORS CLUB
22 EAST 35th STREET

NEW YORK CITY
June 27, 1946

| Dear Mr. Ashbrook:
I finally located the firm:
GIMBERNAT & ESCORIAZA

From 1850/51; 1851/52 (could not get the 1852/53) mnot listed.
1853/54 1listed as Com. mer. 47 New

I could not secure the 1854/55 and 1855/56 directory, but :
the firm is listed as above in 1856/57 as mers. 10 Broadway i
through to 1862/63. :

In the 1863/64 and 1864/65 their address is 113 Water and !
. that is the last listing I found including the directory of
1870/71. PRt i = ST AT hale £ , //

No doubt that this is the information that you are
looking for, and I am so glad I found it. Actually, 1
looked at GIMBERNAT last time but did not venture further
than the first two volumes in which the name was NOT listed,
and not wishing to lose precious time, I thought it was
foolish to assume. I am glad it was there.

As to the little time spent just let us charge this
time up to friendly cooperation. I am enclosing the
photograph which you sent me for information.

With kindest regards.

Silncerely yours
Mitzi

"PS. If any other information is needed, I will not be here
during entire month of August. Hope you too have a nice summer.



February 23rd, 1946.

Mr, August Diets,
109 East Cary B8t.,
Richmond, Va,
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As for the F.D.R. cover which went to England and which
is NOT a "blockade" cover at all. The Confederate 10¢ stawp mereiy paid
the postage from the Confederate post office in which it was mailed to
the Wlines", which in this case was the "exchange ground® at 0ld Point
Comfort, Va, There it was so postmarked, upon its arrival in Union ter-
ritory. There was no U.B8, postage to pay its way further, but it appar-
ently was sent "Due" from that point on. There was a provision, I believe
in Blair's postal proclemation, that wmail from the Southern States ad-
dressed abroad was to be forwarded "ecollect®™, rather than sent to the Dead
Letter Office to which all domestic mail from the South was consigned.

You will note a small "24" stamped on the face of the cover, - and I be-
lieve this was to indicate the amount due for postage from O0ld Point Com-
fort through to England. 3¢ of it was for the U.8. domestic postage, and
21¢ was the share due the English for their steamship-packet rate. ihis
is further borne out by the large postmark reading "2i - N. York aAm, Pkt.",
in black, meaning "Due",

To sum up, this usage would NOT constitute either United
S8tates or British "official recognition® of ¥Confederate frankature®, -
for the full required U.8, and British postage was collected from the ad-
dressee, - the Confederate stamp merely paying the postage Lg_;g;_ggnfgg-
ersey. 1 know thatvin many such cases Confederate staups were torn o
the covers being considered "contraband® etc., - but why can we not believe
that this was one that Wgot through"? After all, it took its trip in

January and February of 1865, when the Confederacy was obviously nearly
finished, and perhaps the post office clerks who handled this cover just



o~

didn't went to *hother® any wmore,

Incidentally, I soaked and "lii:ted"™ the stamp parti-
&lly Irom the cover, and there is nothing beneath it, nor evidence of
any other stamp ever having been there., Indeed, the upper left corner
on which part of the cancellation falls, is separated from the rest of
the stamp, and I therefore doubt that a faker would have used this stamp
at alls, In my opinion the cover's only weakness 1s in the lack of a
legible Confederate cancel. What there is of it ®ties"™ the stamp to the
cover O0.,K., and 1 I discern a "8.C." in it, - which appears to be
part of the worn Charleston postmark of that period. Anyhow, it is a
mighty iateresting cover. I am also sending photos to Bhenfield and
Ashbrook for their opinion, and perhaps the four of us can succeed in
reaching some provable conclusion about it,

Cordially yours,

¥
44 |

PR
E\Gk’\:m Bsy RNa ude

MacB/HK



Just a line LOngacre 3-2069

AUCTIONS

51 West 46th Street - Tlew York 19. Y.

Dear Mr. sshbrook:

Thank you for your letter of July 1lst
regarding the John Meurer matter.

I agrse with you 100% that the one stamp
shows traces of cancel and I informed lr.
Meurer that even before the strip was submitted
to you. Naturally I did not mention anything in
my letter to you about that as I did not want
to influence your opinion in any waye.

Certainly it would had heen in my favor
to have the :ntire strip unused as lir. licurer
wanted me to sell it for him, as it was he got
sore and I had difficulty collecting for your
exeamination and other work I did in connection
with it.

As a matter of fact I showed Mr. Meurer
a cover on which the shade of cancel matched
exactly the shade of cancel on his strip.

I don't believe that Philatelic Research
Laborddries rendered an opinion Mr. Souren
seldom does that without collectiemghis fee and
in such cases he makes a photograph® I called
Mr. Souren and he can not remember the strip
but his Secretary is on vacation so he can't
heck it. I wish you would ask Mr. Meurer for
Souren's certificate.

It may interest you to know that Meurer
purchased the strip as used for $7.50.

;-" ':(l




Just a line

51 Weat 46th Street

Dear Mr. Ashbrook:

Inmclosed
owner believe
give a certifi

On the co
information.
on each and I

Had hoped to se

in Pittsburgh
up to Norona.
from him.

am still 1nt’1;:t°d in something

the Scott book
I will be able

1

S
cate,

will

but go
3 ol b

on the
toarun

LOngacre 3-2069

¢ Tew York 19, N.Y.

A_QI‘I.B]_ pe :_I/, l\']4§)
nd strip 3 which the
arce type, will u please

vou last week as
delayed so mu
ased all t

lz '51 and perhap

e correct
charges sepa-

I weas
catching

®
1e copyrights

S lat

out and talk to you.

Sincerely yours

ot [l




, ] \ Rellef F.

April 25, 1946,

o

¥r. Paul Bluss,
51 West 46th Ste,
New York 19 NeYe

Dear Yr. Bluss:

Herewith the One Cent 1851 strip, viz., SR1E - 6R1E -

WR1E, and the One Cent 1857, strip of three on Gover from

Lexington, Ky. to Danville, Ky. = strip Plate 4 = sixth row =-

et

I am enclosing herewith an opinion on the imperforate

gtrip and I have sighed same on the baek in pencil. My fee

or this item 1s £5,00.

" Regarding the cover - I have made a notation on the re-
verse in pencil and on this item there is no fee.

‘Perhaps you will be interested in the notation, inasmuch
a8 I refer to the types as - "before perfs destroyed the design
at t°§'" Each of these three positions on the plate (No. 4)
showed a break in the top lines, hence the types on the plate were:

III - III - IIIA (bottom line not broken)
2  Inasmuch as the perforations destroyed the top part of
the stamp designs, the only way that we can classify these stamps
is as follows: ‘

‘"This stamp was a Type I1I before perforations at the top

.deatroyed the type characteristic,"

» This rule also applies to the imperforate strip but ine
stead of using the word perforations we use the word scissors.
We can classify such a strip as - OR1E = 6R1E -~ 7R1E - and

specify that these positions furnished stamps that were Types

I8 - IB . Lo

Again regarding the cover, I would have gilven you the
plate positions but we are all packed up preparatory to moving
the end of the week, hence none of my records are available at

. present.

e Rega"ding the old One Cent booklet of 1926, It is so far
out of date that it would have to be entirely rewritten, and brought
up to date, and more fully illustrated, but I fear that you would
have to consult Harry Lindgquist before anything could be done as
Harry has first call on anything that I would prepare, and this



’ #2. Mr, Paul Bluss, April 25, 1946.

”~

would especially apply to anything on the One Cent 1851-57 or
the Ten Cent 1855-1857.

Due to the scarcity of my two-volume One Cent a new
booklet along the lines of the 1926 book might sell fairly well
if priced at sbout £1.50 er £$2.00.

I am wondering if you intend to republish the two
‘ Norona books with articles by various writers,

With kindest regards -

Sincerely yours,



- One Cent 1851
Horizontal Strip of Three

Submitted by Paul Bluss of New York - April 25, 1946,
These three stamps are from

Plate One lar;x

Plate positiona:

SR1E < 6R1E - 7R1E

(A) Stamp to leff cut into at bottom and top left side -
also touched at top. This poesifion on the plate (8RLE)
furnizhed stamps that were Type 1By A Very fine Double
Transfar, Small yellow dot“ggaiﬁ‘beneath "EN" of CENT.

(R) Center stamp cut into at bottom and at right top,
Phis position on the plate, (6R1E) furnished stamps that :
were Type IB. Shows slight tracos of the re=sntry.

(C) Stamp to right cub into at .top and bobtom - barely ;
touched at lower right, This position (7RIE) on the plate
furnished the Type ‘T stamp, A very fine Double Tyandgfer,

st
w

The SR1% and 6R)1Ado. not show any -eogbal markings,  The
7R1E showe traces of a blue postmark,

5

et

Endorsed on back of steip in pencil

5R1E GRLE - wRIE

This position This position This pogition
was  Type "1IB “was Type TB was Type Is

STANLEY B. ASHBROOK




June I6 46
”~

Mr- Stanley- B. Ashbrook
3% N. FT Thomas Ave.
Fort Thomas, Ky.

Dear-Sir,
On April I2. you i:ssued a certificate on a strip of the

>K one cent L85I issue position 5REE - OREE #-and 7RIE Submitted by
Mr Paul Bluss N.Y,

. In your report you stated the TRIE shows traces of a blue postmark,
.’ Ihad this checked by the philatelic Research Labortories Inc. N.Y,

They reported all 3 are unused and has not been tampered with.

I thought you might be interested in knowing this and if you agree
would you issue anew certificate with this change ? for which I am

willing 48to reimburce you.

20

Please noye that If am the owner " JOHN MEURER $I-2I4 st. Queens-Village,N.Y.
: )

besides I was told I wouldnd get a true reporg if I submitted material

myself how true is this? for I have other strips blocks pieces and

singles,

Expecting your repley at your earliest convienence

JOHN MEURER

( 91-20 214 st. Quemms Village, N.YV.)
' P.0.Box 28




XXxxXxXxxxxx 583 No Ft. Thomas Ave.,

o~

June 20, 1946,

Mr. John Meurer,
91"’20 - 214th St-,
Pe0sBox 28,
Queens Village, N.Y.

Dear Mr. Neurer:

‘ R "1 am in receipt of yours of the 16th and I recall
/ wery distinctly the One Cent 1851 strip that was submitted
-.’ /< %o me by Nr. Bluss. I examined this very carefully end I
was quite positive that the strip showed traces of a blue
7 postmark, however, it is always possible that an error
fy might occur so if you care to forward the strip to me T will
be only too glad to examine it and 1f my former opinion was
in error I will be glad to correct my opinion and to pay the
i i registered postage both ways. On the other hand, if my
Y | oplnion was correct I would request that you bear the postage.
. There would not be any charge for a re-examination,
' T Inmy-humble opinion I think that the great majority
of dealers are honest and have no desire to render false
opinions on items submitted to thoem, However, to be on the
-gafe side perhaps it is always advisable to submit valuable
jtems to experts or expert committees enjoying the highest of
reputations, and whose opinions are seldom questioned.

Again referring to your strip., I made an enlarged
photograph of same and I note that the traces of a blue post=
mark are to be found in the right side of the 7R1E opposite the
eye and nose of Franklin, also across the cheek, back of his
ear - in the vertical margin between 6R and 7R etc, etc.

Under separate cover, I am sending you a copy of the
Research Croup "Bulletin," which has some remarks on Expert
Committees,

The Expert Committee of the Royal Philatelic Soclety of
London enjoys & very high reputation, yet I cited in my Bulletin
an instance wherein their opinions were in error. It only
human to make errors.

. Sincerely yours,

el G D R




Queens Village N, X,
Box 28

June , 24 1946,

o

Mr, STANLEY- B, ASHBROOKj
33 N.Ft. Themas Ave,
Ft. Thomas, Ky.

Dear Mr. Ashbrooks:

Enclose please ifind One Cend 1851 strip (5r 6r and TRLE)
for re-examination.,
It might interst you o that I once owned the rarest U. S, envelope (#157

mint entire) I believe Barkhousen has 1t now,

Thank you very much for “Bulletin's"

Sincerely yours,




AXXAXXXXXXX 33 N, Ft. Thomas Ave.,

July lst, 1946,

¥Mr, John Meurer,
L ~ Queens Village 9, N.Y,

Dear Mr, Meurer: : ,: et : ,
L g IiR fffﬁgrewifh I am returning to you the One Cent 1851
f strip, viz,, 5R1E - 6R1E - 7R1E, i :

=]

—

I have agaln examined this strip very carefully and
have submitted it to a test by my quartz lamp (Hanovia), and
. 1 am convinced that my original opinion furnished to Mr.
(Ez«?aul Bluss is correct in every detail,

, The SR1E and 6R1E do not show any postal markings and
my quartz lamp fails to disclose any traces of a cancel removed,
, though I do not admit that same might have been accomplished,
| The TR1E shows definite traces of a blue marking and this blue
i ink is positively not the same blue ink that was used in the
i\ printing of these staups, therefore, not an ink smidge occurring
-\ @uring the printing, g St i £

S e sincerely yours,




xxxxxxxxxxxv 33 N.‘Ft. Thogas Ave,,

July lst, 1946,

Mrs John Meurer,
91-20 - 214th st,, ‘
. Queens Village 9, N,Y.

“Dear Mr, Méuper;

: Herewith71,am,réfurning to you the Oné_gént 1851
PUTiDe VAR, SRAN .« GMIK . YRAR, oL :

I have again examined,this~Strip=§aryicafefﬁllj and

havg»eubmitted it to @& test by my quartz lampu(Hanovia), and
I am convinced that my original opinion furnished to Mp, - -
Paul Bluss is correct in every detail, 5 ¥ty

. -The 5R1E and 6R1E do not ‘thow any postal markings and
my quartz lamp fails to disclose any traces of g cancel removed,
though I do not admit that same might have been aceomplished,
The 7R1KE shows definite traces of a blue marking and this blue.
ink istpositivelyinot'the"same,blue ink that was used in the
printing of these stamps, therefore, not an ink Smudge occurring
during the printing, St i R AL R i

: Sincerely ydurs,




AXXXXXXXXXX 33 N, Ft, Thomas Ave.,

o~

July 1lst, 1946,

Mr, Paul Bluse,
51 West 46th 5t.,
New York 19, N.Y,

Dear lir. Bluss:

Referring to the One Uent 1851 strip -~ SR1E, 6R1E and
L TR1E, ‘which you submitted to me for an opinion under date of
April 23, 1046, Perhaps you will recall tnat T made the
following statement, quote:

: ‘"The BR1E end 6R1E do not show an DOstal markingg. The
'_(VRlE shows traces of a blue pOStmafk. {en

' : - Under date of June 16th last I peceived a letter £ rom
& lir, John Mourer of Cueens Village, N,Y. from which I guote:

"on April 12, you issued a certificate on & strip of the
one cent 1851 issue position S5R1E - 6R1E and TR1E  Submitted by
Mr. Paul Blusg NW.Y.

In your report vou stated the 7R1E shows traces of a blue postmark,
I had this checked by the Fhilatellc Research Labortories Inc.I.Y.
They ' reportad all & are unnsed and has not been tampered with,"

; In reply I wrote lr, Meurer on June 20th 1n pavt as followa,
‘;quote:

R "T am in receipt of yours of the 16th and I recall very
‘ dietinctlv the Une Cent 1851 strip that was Bubmitted to me by Mr,
‘Bluss., I examined this very carefully and I was quite positive that

. the strip showed traces of a blue postmark, however, it is always

possible that an error night occur so if you care to forward the

. . strip to me I will be only too glad to examine it and if my former

" opinion was in error I will be glad to correct my opinion and to pay
the registered npostage both ways, On the other hand, if my opinion

. wag; correct I would request that you bear the postace. ‘There woulds
- not be any charge for a re-examlnation. ' j

Mr., Neuwer forwarded the strip to me and I am today returning
it to him with corment as follows:

"Herewlth I am returning to you the One Cent 1851 strip,
‘viz., S5R1E = 6R1E - 7R1E.
i I have again examined this strip very carefully and have
.aubmitted it to a test by my quartz lamp (Henovia), and I am cone
vinced that my original opiniom furnished to Mr. Paul Blusgs is correct,




#2, Mr. Paul Bluss, July lst, 1946.

'in every detail.

The 5R1E - and 6R1E do not show any postal markings and my quartz
lamp fails to disclose any traces of a cancel removed, though I do
not admit that same might have been accomplished. The 7R1E shows
definite traces of a blue marking and this blue ink 1s positively
not the sarie blue ink that was used in the printing of these stamps,
therefore, not an ink smudge occurring during the printing.”

I thought that you would be interested in the above,

Sincerely yours,



LEHIGH VALLEY

RAILROADS TELEPHONE
BELL - « -~ 87-R~2

PENNSYLVANIA

I L itk MINNEAKONING FARM TELEGRAPH

\J

WESTERN UNION

HIRAM E. DEATS
EXPRESS
AMERICAN RAILWAY EXPRESS

-

FLEMINGTON. NEw Jersey June 17, 1946

Dear Mr,Lindquist:

I cannot resist the temptation to write and tell you
what a wonderful #16 Stamp Specialist you have just sent out. The
story by Ashbrook is worth the price alone, since CSA were my hobhy
from the beginning. I realized it was NOT a one man job, and so turned
my data over to August Dietz, who went still further, and now Ashbpook
is continuing. I wonder who will be next on the list?

I have been only mildly interested in the elctric eye stuff. Ig
it had come along away back when I could drop into the Bureau of
Engraving and Printing and be taken behind the scenes, as I was
ferequently, toc see the wheels go around, I would doubtless have become
interested in that too. This article it seems to me is well studied and
well written, and makes it much plainer for those who want to study
it for themselves.

Simce this is bhe last of the fourth year, I enclose check for
five dollars for the next lot.

. OﬂE;)\kj&f’ Very truly,

5, (kA

T

Loa emlel Pl SR U e i e




~

June 19, 1946

f
My, Hiram E, Deats
Minneakoning Farm
Flemington, Nud.

Dear !r. Deats:

I certainly appreciate youw cordial letter of
June 17th, and I am glad that you liked THE STAMP SPECIALIST
"Emerald Book," and especially the article by Stanpey B, Ashe
brooks I think myself that he has done a marvelous piece of
work, and his researches are a magnificent contribution to
philatﬂly.

I hope that many of the other articles will interest you, even
if they are not on your particular specialty, and I thank you
for your renewal for the next series, which is already well
under way.

¥ith best perscnal wishes, I am

Sincerely yours,

He Le Lindguist

HLL/G




fQIL PRINTING & STATIONERY CO.
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Msy 21, 1946

Mp, Stanley B. Ashbrook
434 S. Grand Avenus
Fort Thomas, Kentucky

Dear S3tan,

I have meant to write this
letter for some weeks now, but thers was always
gomething that cauged me to put it off--gome plece
of business that had to be attended to, or someone
to see; then e trip easst that delayed much of my
corregpondence activitye.

L can imagine thet by now
you have some knowledge of why I am in St. Louis.
L feel certain that Mr., Newbury has informed you
of my new udertaking=--a weekly st amp magezine:
"Philately, The News Magazine of Stamp Collecting",
or that you might have noted mention of it in
Herry's "0ld Sleuth" a couple of weeks ago. Thought
it mighty fine of Harry to meke mention of the new
undertakinge

e Well, here is how the situa=-
“&ion stends: Esarly in the year I received word

- .from Luther Willisms, executive director of Comfort
“Press, Inc., subsidiery of the above-named half=-

“leentury-old St. Louis fimm, asking what 1 thought
of the ppssibilities of a new weekly stamp s maga=
zine,»whab thought should be in ite.

One thing led to snother:
en intepviéw with Williems, enother with Hartley
B Comfarb, president of the firm--end they mede
me a- finé ofﬁer which I accepted: and heré\I am!
L i A :
L LS ] ' We hope to be publishing--
mg aﬁ our first issue for the firs
aste It will be dated August 5. &t
kything haes & rosy hue=--but there
at the future holdse

hls Y? oy
.18 no teiling of W
m‘ "" s BB Y W -

il




107 N.

EIGHTH STREET

2adlp, Stanley ©. Ashbrook, “sy 21, 1946

Naturally, "Philetely" is in
the field for menuscripts snd, although I know that
you have done much writing for Harry, please rest
assured that any contribution thest you might wish
to meke to "Philetely" will be more than welcome=-=-
as a metter of fact, I would desire tohave you
write for the new magesfine.

"Philetely", incidentelly,
is paying for ell manuscripts,upon scceptance,at
the rate of half-cent a worde

My per sonal feeling is that
there is plenty of room for enother magszine, and
"philately" will not attempt to destroy the status
quos We are not "gunning" for anyone. As a metter
of fact, we did attempt to purchase a magaezine in
the field; made inquiries concerning three of them,
but the deals never got beyond the point of the
inquiry, except in the case of one--and that fell
through because of the opposition of certain members
of the organization who did not wish to sell.

e are not attempting to
take writers from esnyone. I heve written to a
nunber of people who have written for other mage=
zines, snd quite a few have come into "Philetely".
Except for one or two imstances where we have
insisted upon exclusive rights, :such as columnists,
we have merely told these writers that we are enter=
ing the field, and whet our offer would be. The
response has been finee.

I do hope that you can make
time to write = occasional srticle for "Philately",
and wish to assure you that your efforts will be
apprecistede.

Sincerely,

Dagvid Lidmeane.

——i-

COMFORT CORNER

Ninth and Locust



STANLEY B. ASHBROOK ..
“ .33 N. Ft. Thomes A,V‘e«"v Hr
; 2% Fort Thomas, ~Ky.

G)VVJ % XXXAXXXXXXXX 53 Ni. Fte Thomas AVe., B
0 Juneé nd; 1946. A EAh

£, David Lidman, 2 :
% Comfort Press, Inc., G : £ 4
St. Louis 2, Wo, % i SR

Dear Dave:

‘Please pardon my negligenee 1n acknewledging re-
ceipt of yours of the 21st. Ve moved last month and I have .
been much occupled in getting things repaired, and in trying
to get all my philatelic material straightened out,

Hearty congratulations to you in your new work and
may you be most successful with the new weekly magazine, I
feel confident that your backers could not have selected anyone
more sulted to such a task, Your letter was the first intima-
tion that you had made a change except for the mention that
Harry gave you in "Stamps." e

Needless to state, I will be more than pleased to co=
operate with you in any way possible and while I have aimed to
confine my articles to "Stamps," "The Stamp Specialist" and the

"American Philatelist,” I am sure that good old Harry would be
the last person in the world who would offer any abJection to me N
gending you some articles from time to time. In fact, "Stamps”

is now so crowded with advertising that Harry scarcely has space
for anything outside of his editorial page. Sometimes I think
he is making a mlstake in giving his readers so much advertising .
and 80 little that is worth while reading, but there is no doubt
but what he knows more about publishing'a magazine than T do.

If I agree to contribute to "Philatel " I will make one
stipulation, viz,, that I will not contribute any material to any
publication that publishes any articles by Stephen G, Rich, The
reasons are these. Rich has no regard whatsoever for the truth

or for facts. His recent articles have been full of untruths, dis-
tortions, and ridiculous statements. He is a real menace to all
that is decent and good in phi2ately and in my opinion every

philat elic publication should bar their columms to anything emanating
from his pen.

I am enclosing herewith a copy of my last "Bulletin" for
the "Research Grou 4@; in which you will find some pertinent re-
marks on Hich and e disgusting article of his that appeared in
the November 1945 issue of the American Philatelist.

Incidentally that article came very near to disrupting the
long friendship between Les Brookman and myself and only goes to i
demonstrate that an editor should be very careful as to what sort Bk



'————_' R

iz, Mp, David Lidman, June 2nd, 1946.

of material he permits to appear in a reputable publication,

Mrs, Ashbrook joins me in regards to Mrs, Lidman and
your good self and may your new work prove a tremendous success.

Cor-/t(ia)liy yoursfq ///‘
e ot flammpesors,

. [ y“
/ I

%

e
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HAITLEY B. COMFORT, President © ¢ LUTHER WILLIAMS, Publisher o ¢ DAVID LIDMAN, Editor ¢ » G, K., JOHNSON, Circvlation

THE NEWS MAGAZINE phllately OF STAMP COLLECTING

PUBLISHED BY COMFORT PRESS, INCORPORATED, 200 SOUTH SEVENTH STREET, . LOUIS 2, MISSOURI
June 4
" 1946

Mr. Stsnley B. Ashbrook
33 N. Fort lhomas “£ve.
Fort Thomas, Ky.

Dear sStan,

Thank you for your letter of June 2, and I hasten
to reply--snd to thank you for your subscription, which
is Noe 99 on my "personal" list% although our mail egch
day brings in s fair number of "enrollments".

, Your kind thoughts ss to me sare muchly spprecisted.
They make the undertaking that much essier--gnd I am cer-
tein thaet you cen well imsgine the problems on hsnd. Ve
sre going to sppesr August &, and the next two months sre
certein to provide their hesdsches as well as hesrtschese

You know darn well thst I would went Stan Ashbrook
in PHILATELYe. For these many yesrs . hsve enjoyed your
writings, have lesrned much from the yesrs of researd
thet you have put into stsmpse. <+ have always looked for-
ward to sn Ashbrook article, end read it avidlye.

Fortunstely, I have divorced myself from the vere
ious disputes that have cropped up in philstely, be they
over a stamp, an issue, or a "politicsl" matter. It has
slways been my ldea to teke no sides in these things,
first, becsuse in too many of the cseses the knowledge of
those in dispute is greater thsen my own--gnd I am & wil-
ling listner or resder; second, ss an editor, even of s
weekly stamp column in s newspsper, * have alwsys felt
that it would be best to try to present both sides of any
perticulsr dispute and allow the resders to mske his own
decisione

It is not that + heve avoided teking sides. + hseve,
end wille=but L will only tske sides when L know the situs-
tion completelye.

Now we come to Steve “ich. Steve, + know, is a cole
lector and student of the stsmps of Fraence. I hew akked,
and received from Steve, sn article on the "Type Sage"
issue of Frenceé. I also asked Steve, amd have received,
en srticle on the esrly history of the Scott ~tamp end
Coin Co., bassed on his father's detsils to hime 1 believe
thet Steve is cepsble in hendling both of the se métterse



glven them full credit for any i

2eMr. Stanley Be Ashbrook, June 4, 1946

4+ would not want to bar asny writer from PHIIATELY
who knows the sub ject on which he is writing becsuse of
mistakes or errors of judgement thet he msy have committed
in writing on other flelds in which he may not be as
well=versed as others.

¥n my own writings, slthough hardly ever of any
specielized nature, 4+ have slweys seen fit to acknowledge
the works of thase that have sppesred before, snd have
tried in all sincerity to seek the lntest bit of infore
mation, the most trustworthy sccounte + have never
stinted in my praise of thnse-whﬁgave done the work,and
ormetion garnered f rom
their effort in sny of my writingse

¥ mey have gone
*hat Stevé\-p!lllltingi:t»out of his field in his
erticle on the 6ls and erred in seversl respects is en

error thst snyone might have committed. <That Steve msade
these apperent errors surprises me, becsuse of the
keenness of his other resesrches, sspecislly on france.

4+ know that the 61 subject is & matter of keen
interest to you end slso know how it gells when misinfore
mation is expoundede I abhor the se things, too, and will
try to mske every humsn effort to prevent such from
sppesring in PHILATELY.

The men who hsve been invited to contribute to the
columns of PHILATELY are "tops" in their respective
fields. Rich has been asked for his "works" on France,
5nd 4+ have asked you for contributions in your f ield of

L] S.

7 want Stanley B, Ashbrook to write for PHILATELY,
but I can't bar snother writer on en gl together different
field becsuse of errors he mey heve committed when "caught
off bsse" in gnother "pasture",

Stan, I sincerely wish your aid, your srticles.
As you are a friend, so is Steve s friends I would want
to keep both spmm of you in that category snd hope that
I cane

Believe me to be

Sincerely,

Devid Lidmane




XXXXXXXKEXXXX 2133 N. Ft. Thomas Ave,,

June 7, 1946,

Mr. David Lidman,
# Comfort Press, Inc.,
200 South Seventh St.,
: Stn_LOUiB 2, Mo.

My dear Dave:

© Your letter of the 4th is before me, I believe that
there is an old saying to the effect, that a person is
judged by the company he keeps. Recently in the U.S. Senate,
Senator Byrd made a very pointed reference to getting into
an argument with a skunk and I can well remember certain ad-
vice that my mother drummed into my ears when I was very
young to the effect that one could not get down into the

b gutter with a hog without getting soiled.

I therefore 1ntend to carry out the resolution that I
made several years ago, that I will not publish a single line
in any publication that carries anything from the pen of Steve
Rich, and my reason is quite plain, viz., that I consider Rich
a disgraco to philately, because his recent articles on the
U, 8. 1861 Issue, display an utter wanton disregard for the
truth and an utter disregard for any desire to present facts to
the philatelic public. Anyone who attempts to pose as an

“authority on subjects of which they have no first-hand knowledge

whatsoever, is either a plain damn fool, & mental case, or a
lousy crooks 1In either case, such a moron is not only a dis-
grace to all that is fine and worth while in philately but such
a paraoh 1z a positive menace to thies delightful avocation, ;

I don't give a tinker's damn what anyone thinks of my
attitude in t' is matter and if the position that I have taken
means that eventually I will have no publication in which I can
publish my articles, then I will attempt to find ways and means
to publish them myself, or cease to do any writing whatsoever,
After all, I do not depend on such work for a livelihood as you
are well aware,

You ecited Rich as a student of the staumps of France, but
whether he is, or is not, I am sure I do not know and care less,
but 1 am convinced that any writer who will deliberately distort
and misrepresent a supposed study of the stamps of any one country
could not be truateg to present an honest to God study on any

subject.

I am sure that you fully appreciate my attitude in this
matter.
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XXXXXXXXXXXX 33 N. Ft. Thomas Ave,,

June 7, 1946.

Mr., David Lidman,
% Comfort Press Incs, ’
: 200 South Seventh Sty
St. Louis 2, Mo.

My dear Dave:

Your letter of the 4th is before me. I believe that
there 1is an old saying to the effect, that a person is
judged by the company he keeps. Recently in the U.S. benate,
Senator Byrd made a very pointed reference to getting into
an argument with & slunk and I can well remember certain ade~
vice that my mother drummed into my ears when I was very
young to the effect that one could not get down into the
gutter with a hog without getting soiled,

I therefore 1ntend to carry out the resolution that I
made several years ago, that I will not publish a single line
in any publication that carries anything from the pen of Steve
Rich, and my reason is quite plain, viz,.,, that I consider Rich
a disgrace to philately, because his recent articles on the
U, S. 1861 Issue, display an utter wanton disregard for the
truth and an utter disregard for any desire to present facts to
the philatelic public. Anyone who attempts to pose as an
authority on subjects of which they have no first-hand knowledge
whatsoever, is either a plain damn fool, & mental case, or a
lousy crook. 1In either case, such a moron ig not only a dis=-
grace to all that is f'ine and worth while in philately but such
a person 1s a positive menace to this delightful avocatlion, -

I don't give a tinker's damn what anyone thinks of my
attitude in ¢'1is matter and if the position that I have taken
means that eventually I will have no publication in which I can
publish my articles, then I will attempt to find ways and means
to publish them myself, or cease to do any writing whatsoever,
After all, I do not depend on such work for a livelihood as you
are well aware.

You cited Rich as a student of the stamps of France, but
whether he is, or is not, I am sure I do not know and care less,
but 1 am convinced that any writer who will deliberately distort
‘and misrepresent a supposed study of the stamps of any one country
could not be trusted to present an honest to God study on any

subject.

I am sure that you fully appreciaté my attitude in this
matter,



£

W&o

Mr, David Lidman, June 7, 1946,

With my best reg:ards, 1 am

Cordially yours,




HARTLEY B. COMFORT, President ¢ ¢ LUTHER WILLIAMS, Publisher @ © DAVID LIDMAN, Editor & o G. K. JOHNSON, Circulation

| °
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PUBLISHED BY COMFORT PRESS, INCORPORATED, 200 SOUTH SEVENTH STREET, ST. LOUIS 2, MISSOURI

June 10, 1946

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook
33 No Ft. Thomas Avenue
Ft. Thomas, Kentucky

Dear Stan:

I am very sorry that we are in disagreement

on Riche As I wrote you before, I hope
that our friendship will continue and I
feel quite certain that it will.

I have tried, as honestly as I could, to
explain my position and I am truthfully
sorry that you will not write for FPHILATELY
because Rich is writing for us too. I will
certainly look forward to seeing you, I hope,
at the Chicago Convention so that we can re-
new our old friendship.

Believe me to be,
Slncerely yours,

PHILATELY

David Lidman

DL :EAS
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STRAIGHT LINE POSTMARKS OF WISCONSIN

The record is divided into three broad groups:
1, The Stampless Covers. To about 1856.
2. Subsidiary and Emergency Postmarks. 1856 to current date.
3. Machine Cancellations with town name in straight line.

Approximately from 1896 to 1920.

Not included in this record are the registry ggrkings of which
numerous early forms exist in straight line arrangement, nor the
straight line R. F. D. handstamps.

‘?‘J()\IYEEK

2% .
W15\ NEW DIGeINGS DEC § [ROLLING PRAIRIE WIS

GROUP 1, STAMPLESS. To about 1856. These are the regular handstamps of the
period used for postmarking all outgoing mail. In some instances
typical markings of this period were used some years longer and are
found on stamped covers. See Lisbon, Hingham and Rolling Prairie.

W.G.0gden collection.
(Known with both domestic and foreign ratings.)

gEBT ot Jan. 58
’ r %0 /‘\A‘, . fas
INGS WT W
e S [PONLJAN 7 GREEN BAY, W.T.
NEW GLARUS, WASEHIVG 1) 4 . {
. s ’ : jl? i
Wis./Z// /;%Z LISBON.WIS.APRIL. & |
LEGEND: DATE DIMENSIONS COLOR REMARKS 1
Fort Winnebago, M.T. 1834 363 x 3 Black In Mich. Terr. at this 4
date. C.C.Chase (Am. Phil.)
FOUNTAIN, WIS. 1855 308 x 2 Black P S.F.ghambeii r:ggrt from
'Donahue co c n.
1857 27 . x 2 Black R.F.Chambersereport from

GREEN BAY, W.T.

1836; 37; 39 41 x 3 Red Meny copies known.

HINGHAM, WIS.

Various 36 x 6 Black 2 stampless; four with
U.S. #65 known. Frontis-
piece from Van Handel
collection.

LISBON, WIS.

1852 43.% 3 Black Dated. With #33 on cover.
€ollections of A.R.Rowell
and R.F.Chambers.

NEW DIGGINGS 1845 28 x 2% Black Dated. R.F.Chambers
collection.
NEW DIGGINGS W T 1846 33 x 2% Black C.C.Chase (Amer.Phil.)

NEW DIGGINGS, W.T. also is known in arc form with slant serif letters.

NEW DIGGINS -- The name thus spelled and reported by previous compilers
is believed to be a typographical error. The Committee has
traced back and found no evidence that authentic specimens exist.

NEW GLARUS, 1851 46 x 11 Black Backstamp on folded
Wis. letter. Segnitz collection.
PLOVER 1849; 51 T “Tein. ‘Red Dated. Chambers, Segnitz,
WIS. 22 x 17 box and others.
RIPON, 1853 198 Black Dated. Chambers collection.
ROLLING PRAIRIE WIS. 1858 47 x 7 in Black Year dated. With 10¢ of
50 x 11 box 1855. Shown by Ashbrook in

his "Ten Cent of 1855-57"

p. 76 and 82.
WASHINGTON, W.T. 1838 490 w3 Red C.C.Chase (Amer. Phil.)

"Dated" means that the month (and sometimes the date) in movable type
appears as part of the marking; "Year dated" means that the year is
also part of the stamped marking.

This listing has drawn freely on previous compilers: R.F,Chambers in Vol. 1. of
the Cyclopedia of U.S.Postmarks and Postal History; H.M.Konwiser's U.S.Stampless
Cover Catalog (S.G.Rich, publisher); C.C.Chase and R.McP.Cabeen "The First 100

Years of U.S.Territorial Postmarks™ in the American Philatelist. Revisions and
corrections by the Committee based on Wisconsin collections and recent research.



GROUP 2, SUBSIDIARY and EMERGENCY Postmarks. 1856 to current date.
Straight Line markings mostly of rubber type, sometimes made

R from a movable alphabet. They were either
,———"—‘_’_’_— a) Not intended for cancelling mail but so applied in default of
(:Ei“\‘) an existing canceller or through carelessness or haste, - or
CO\\ege b) Used more or less regularly in small offices that were without
a more permanent form of device.

\hl\ss' Listed are only examples known on ordinary letter-size
mail. Many similar postmarks are very common on parcel

. post and on larger envelopes containing printed matter;
Bassett Wisc

they are not here considered. The few shown are repre-
sentative of many more that may be found. Completeness
ELO .W.IS of listing cannot ever be approached.
’ »

Bassett Wisc. approx. 1930 31 x 3% Black Used on Sec.562 P.L.&R.
italic mail instead of the usual
precancel.
College Camp approx.1933 31 x 113 Black On 13¢ rate circular
Wis. in 35 x 19.box mail.,
ELO, WIS. 1880 32 x 4 Black On contemporary postcard

with ms. date: 8-2-80

GROUP 3, MACHINE CANCELLATIONS with town name in straight line. Four different
makes of machines were used, between about 1896 and 1920, with the
straight line arrangement. They are grouped by manufacturers; the
Columbia is sub-divided into two obvious types.

HAMPDEN. Type F. APPLETON WIS.
The Hampden (Landfear) Stamp FEB 12,1030 PM1900

Cancelling Machine Co.,
Holyoke, Mass.

—— e ————

e

Appleton, Wis.  1900-01. Q
e

Merrill, Wis. 1902-03. MERRILL,WIS
MAY 19, 9 30 AM1902
PNEUMATIC. i T
The P at
Reiiine Boe Taitamelia, MADISON.WIS.
e JUL 10 530PMD|

Madison, Wis. 1901-02.

BARRY. /ﬁ/a/e Fhin /a/’ Ve
Barry Postal Supply Co.
Beveno, N. 3.t " S UPERIO R;
An extremely wide variety —_— WIS, — 1
exists in style of Barry MAY 10 I1- AM 204
postmarks. Even with only
three Wisconsin offices
represented, the variation
is evident.
R ACIN Er
Milwaukee, Wis., 1896-7-8. wi

S
Racine, Wis. 1900. ’
Superior, i‘is. 1904. MAR '3|230PM 00

//I 2

MILWAUKEE, WIS. >~
JUL 17 1030PM 9% =~

)

ffizr{y'Iy e e

ert \\ COM’;"nIyFe Lefferzztj

RACINEWIS. % 3 RACINE-WIS.
0CT 5 730AM’97 ~ 1 MAR | 1230PM*99 ~ 1
ey

//

/
)

/
/




STRAIGHT LINE POSTMARKS OF WISCONSIN

COLUMBIA.

The Columbia Postal Supply RACINE,WIS.
Co., Silver Creek, N. Y.

Type K-6. Six horizontal bars in AUG 3-10
the killer, arranged in three
pairs. i 6 PM

Milwaukee, Wis. Sta.A. 1911-12.

Racine, Wis. 1910. RACINE'WIS

Racine, Wis. Cooper Sta. 1911: 1917

6 —30PMm COOPER STA.

JAN30-|7
v
Type K-8. Eight horizontal bars APPLETON
in the killer, evenly speaced.

? 3 MAY 17 -16
This type was widely used in 2_._pM
Wisconsin: the offices of use and
years seen are presented in the
table. WIS’

MILWAUKEE.WIS.

APR?21-16
5S—PM
STATION,A
Columbia K-8 Table:
Year: 19-- 1t 12 3 14 15 16 17 18 19
APPLETON 13 14 15 16 18
EAU CLAIRE 16 also known
undated. 33
FOND DU LAC 16 17 18
FORT ATKINSON 1
JANESVILLE 14 15 16 17 18
KENOSHA 14 5 16
MADISON 12 15 16 1% 18
MARINETTE v
MARSHFIELD 5
MILWAUKEE, STA. A. 13 14
STA. C. 1/ 315
STA D= & - 12 13
NEENAH 14 16
STEVENS POINT 14 16 17
SUPERIOR 1

Listed are only those years that have actually been checked by Committee
members; it is quite certain that the skipped dates exist and probable that
many offices used the machine earlier or later than shown.

All examples in Groups 2 and 3 are from Wisconsin collections. The
Committee welcomes the report of additional data on any of the fore-
going groups or on any item of Wisconsin Postal Markings.

¢

JOIN THE WISCONSIN POSTAL HISTORY PROJECT 2xd aid this
interesting historical work. Write to the secretary for information and the—

necessary blanks....... “RAY VAN HANDEL Sec. and Treas.
Pnceftﬁls el 15"1“‘:4. 221 ParkAve.Sheboggan,Wxsconsm
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I aymond ‘D.Kershner » Photographer

! [ Photo-analysis of Questioned Documents

@
Scientific Examination of Postage Stamps

1311 St. Vincent Street * Philadelphia 11, Pa.
May 26th, 1946,

Stanley B. Ashbrook, Esq,,
33 N, Fort Thomas Ave.,
Fort Thomes, Kentucky.

Dear Mr. Ashbrook:

I enjoyed and keenly appreciate your letter of May 15th and can
readily understand your reluctence to branding as a feke an item which perheps would
justify such en extreme measure,

Regarding that 90¢ on & piece of paper. Unfortumnetely, I do not
recall all the details of this particular item and cannot refer to any file as all
my work for The Foundation is returned to them complete with all negatives, I do not
keep any negatives or copies of photographs of eny work done for that orgeanization.
However, unlike many pseudo experts and "Research" organizations, I readily admit that
I do not know as much about stemps as I would like to (you see I'm no collector) and
for that reason appreciate information and advice from men like yourself who really
know their subject and are acknowledged authorities, My main field is the examination
of "questioned documents" for attorneys, corporations, the courts, handwriting-experts,
etc, This covers the field of questioned handwriting, alterations, erasures, substitu-
tions, pepers, inks, etc., etc., and my opinions are given only on the facts as I find
themo

On this particular item it is quite possible that the results as
shown by fluorescent examination and photography caused me to advise that the questioned
inks fluoresced to the same degree and thet it was my opinion they were the same, Like
yourself, I use the Hanovia lamp and find it remarkably efficient., I also use a lamp
designed for me by an engineer of the General Electric Company. This lamp supplements
the Hanovia as it emits rays at a different wave-length., However, in my opinion there
is but one method that will prove beyond any question of doubt whether two or more inks
of the same color are the same, Th& is by having a spectroscopic analysis made of the
questioned inks, Heretofore this was &an impossibility insofar as Philately is concerned
inasmuch as it required the destruction of & portion of the article being analyzed as it
is necessary to vaporize the article; the spectroscopic analysis being made of the vapors,
However, & new instrument and technique has very recently been made (there is only one
instrument in the country at the present time) whereby the article to be analyzed is
bombarded by X-rays which, in turn, are then analyzed. Thus, the article is not harmed
one bit during the analysis, At present I am endeavoring to interest the owners of this
instrument to meke an analysis of items such &8s mentioned above., As yet I do not know
how they will react to this nor whet the coet of such an exesmination would be...no douht
it will be prohibitive., It would be interesting, however,



-

agmond D.Kershner - Photographer..

Photo-analysis of Questioned Documents
Scientific Examination of Postage Stamps

1311 St. Vincent Street * Philadelphia 11, Pa.
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Stenley B, Ashbrook, Esq., May 26th, 1946.

I deeply appreciate the information and constructive comments conteained
in your letter snd assure you that I will be most happy to cooperate with you in

any way 1 can,
Since y,

Ko

RDK -m
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May 1, 1946

Dear Harry Lindquist,

I never wanted 'a row with Stan and did not pick
one, I was merely one of his many old friends who he seemed to want
to make sore at him., I tried to keep an open mind on the Jefferys
matter long after I should have realized what was wrong. Probably
more than once I tried to keep Stan from sticking his neck out when
I had good reason to know it would do him nor philately no good.

Several times T have been approached to reprint the 10c 1847
plating, illustrations, etc,, and have given the same answer every
time, viz., that the Collectors Club has the sole right to do so,

I have no intention of changing my opinion in this matter, or my
position,

There was an innacurracy in my letter of April 28th, Instead of
saying I could show dozens of "cold, hard" or "soft, warm,” impressions
from steel I should have said hundreds.

0f ficial records which are available to anyone show a compelling
reason why RWH%E proposed to use steel plates in 1847, and to my mind
leave no doubt that steel was what they used., One of these days I
intend to print these records, chapter and verse, Stan should spend
more time digging into the records and less in digging into his
imagination,

My interest is in finding what the facts are and publishing them

I try to avoid printing mere opinions or guesses as if they were

provable facts, and when I have to resort to guessing I try to make

3t clear that I am guessing. How can I work with anyone whose ideas

are so different? I take great pains to avoid contradictory state-
ments, for contradiction only leads to confusion., An article of

Stan's which doesn't contain at least one contradiction is excep-

tional, That is a statement of fact which I can prove,

Several years ago, out of a clear sky, I obtained a clue to the
reason for using the 10c 1861 premier plate. Instead of rushing
into print with it I kept still and intend to do so until I have
‘better proof that it is correct. Nevertheless, it fits the facts
better than any soluntion yet advanced and I believe 1t is probably
correct., It is entirely different from any idea which has yet been
printed, It was not my invention but came to me from an entirely
unexpected source, without the writer himself realizing what he had
struck. I think hg;will be surprised when I print the story,

Sincerely,
(signed) Elliott Perry.
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United States

Notes and Comments
BY PHILIP H. WARD, JR.

‘MORE CHATTER

Next to the 1847 5c¢, 10c and 1869
90c we believe the 2c so-called
“Black Jack” is the most popular
stamp among the early U. S. issues.
We can still recall, how as a boy, the
great pleasure we derived on receipt
of our first copy of the “big head”.
Today numerous collectors have sev-
eral volumes devoted to this stamp.
The large head of Andrew Jackson
instead of giving the stamp a top
heavy appearance really gives us a
striking design, differing from any
United States stamp issued before or
since. We have often wondered who
was the ingenuous soul who decided
to break all precedents by giving us
a stamp with a head so large that
everything else is forgotten. Still ona
close study ‘everything else neces-
sary to a satisfactory postage stamp
is to be found. We judge the stamp
was designed by a great admirer of
Old Hickory.

What we have been leading up
to is the fact that we have recently
located an imperforate block of four
of this stamp. It is on the regular
paper but the gum used gives it a
slightly greenish appearance. The
block has full gum and the bottom
pair has received an experimental
cancellation consisting of a black
“W”. We have recollection of seeing
such stamps in the Lord Crawford
collection when this large accumula-
tion reached America after its pur-
chase by John Klemann but recall
nothing further on the subject. We
do not look upon it as an issued
stamp but place it in the same cate-

INDIA VICTORY SET

Just Arrived! - Four large,
handsome commemoratives.
Complete Set - 58¢

Other Victory lIssues

Ohina (4) $1.25
Hyderabad (1) 06
South Africa (3 prs.) . 32

Blocks Pro Rata
POSTAGE EXTRA on orders under $2.

ROBERT FULTON STAMP COMPANY

41005 Chestnut St., Philadelphia 7, Pa.

Al

This beautiful 14-
complete listing, at ecc
world’s airpost stamps,
seribed for ready location i

umes. . . .

have ever seen.

“Quite the finest thing in the
appear in the U. 8. A."—George v.
“Best presentation yet made of the fasc

collecting airmail stamps. A must for ¢
lector.”—~Stamps Magazine. “One of the fin:

In effect, a complete priced catalc.
the world’s airmail stamps.”—Linn’s Weekly Stan
News. ‘“Attractive prices.”—Camden Courier-Pogi.
“Most beautiful price list of airmail stamps we
... A valuable guide and check ligt,
well worth a dollar.”"-—Weekly Philatelic Gossip.

Sent for 10c to Cover Mailing

H. E. HARRIS & CO. - Transit Bldg. -

Fine Stamps for Discriminating Collectors

BOSTON 17, M».

gory as the imperf. 1861 and 1867
grilled 8c stamps, which are often
found imperforate. The variety
must have been a very early print
from the plate for every line is sharp
and distinct.

Famous Americans in sets of 85
sheets are now bringing $500 whole-
sale with blocks that sold for $10
not so far back, now selling for
nearly $30. Face value of sheets,
issued in 1940, $102.90. A profit of
nearly 400% in five years is not so
bad. We only wonder where the
buyers are going to make their profit
when the dam breaks. The 8¢ Pony
Express sheets, face $1.50 in 1940,
now selling at $11 per sheet—about
550% in five years.

Early items like the 1875 and 1880
special prints of which extremely
small quantities in the low hundreds
were issued, going begging. To our
way of thinking, that is not stamp
collecting but speculation at its worst.
We saw the last bubble break and
bought late U. S. at 10% to 20% off

IMPORTANT NOTICE
Marquette Album Users

The 1940-45 pages for The Mar-
quette Sectional Album are available
as follows:

United Btates Postage, 14 pages,
Space No. 1031 to Roosevelt
Series inclusive, post free. At 48e

U. 8. Sec. 2, 4 pages Spec. Del. At
U. 8. Sec. 2, 4 pages Air Mall. *
U. 8, Sec. 3, 6 pages Ducks.

Remit in 1e¢, 2¢, or 8¢ =
pages desired. .

UNITED STAMP

March 18, 1946

face. Remember the government
does not redeem its stamps even at
face value, so when quantities are
thrown on the market they may be
had at your own figure. We have al-
ways put away quantities of every-
thing for our own trade but with
these prices prevailing we are push-
ing our stock out as fast as we can
count them. We started to sell the
Famous Americans at $400 and have
been selling them upward ever since.

We sold the Farley sheets from
$250 per set up to $450, then bought
dozens of sets back at $275. They
are now climbing upward again and
are selling around $550-575. Boy,
oh boy! we may be crazy but can-
not believe we are. We are going
back to the old saying—you can
never go broke taking a profit.

We still maintain that the really
wise collector is the one who buys his
single and blocks if he can afford
them and lets the sheets by the hun-
dred go to the speculator.

U. S. WANT -
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o Used Air Mail

<RICE AND CHECK LIST
w available plus all issues of the
alatelic Trends, the paper everyone is
.alking about. Price 50c¢ but deductible
from the first order of $5. Compiled, Pub-
lished and issued exclusively by [tf

‘,}ﬁk GEORGE HERZOG
LB\ 638 Nassau St., N. Y. C. 7

ECUADOR AIRMAILS Used
2 2

CL. .. .02 €84, .. .02 C52... .08 C6T.. .20
C2... 031 C35., [02|'C54.. .10/ C68.. .06
3., «021/C39. . .08 CBb6. .. 02]CT2. . .02
€4, .. 02]C48.. .02 C66.. 021 C73.. 10
C10a. .26|C41.. 02| CHT7.. 021 C14.. 49
Clla. .25|/C42.. .05({C58.. .06/ C83.. .15
C15.. .93| C43.. .08/ ChH9.. .05/ C84. 15
G168, 08| €45 . .08( €69, ,08|/€8T . .15
CI17. .08 €465, .0bl,€61 .+ G41/C88 ., .30
C18.. .03 C47.. 08| C6Z.. .05[C89.. 20
C25%. .18/ C48.. .02|C63.. .10/ C103. .12
C27.. .02| C49.. .02|C64.. .10| C104. .25
©28. .'N02'C50. . 92| @65 “20[ C105..36
@32 .. 02,51 .. 108).C66%. A6[IC110.. .04
NEW ARRIVALS

Columbia Used
New Airmails, 6c value ..... p . .03

1oe value ;. .iw.; o i 0h

30c value - 110

Czechoslovakia Mint

62, .03; 63, .06; 64, .08; 66, .10; 67, .15.

Dominican Republic Used
RA1-RA4 set of 4 values . [ 30
Greenland Mint

Semi-Official Commem., set of 5 vals. .75

Ostland Mint—18 values = 3 w14

British Colony Packet 1000 diff. ... 17.50
ANDY REGA

5 Beekman St., Rm, 724, New York 7, N.Y.

USED AIRMAILS 0F SALVADOR

C3 801C44 ....2.00,C72 . .70
O S5 0t I E % 48 |CT73 . .08
Cb 08 1614 0o 008
C6 cosr SONCEE .o 8B
a7l sl ugbiliedsin wil A5 ETGNE BI04
C8 ORI 18l CRN ST I
a9 . il BB IIGEREN SF 0
10 ... SR 0ETIE 50
OBERIT o 60

.30 [C81 1.00

.14 | C82 1.10

.08 |C83 1.20

A2 LG8, 55750

.04 |C85 v 2D

2D CBO v X2

R) 1 C8T ... 1B

£38 . .20

o 12

% )

25

il

«ege to sit
aent Airmail
the New York
York City.
discussion was “Why
Mail Stamp Collectors
ety to represent them and
sts, and what shall be done

.y was said both pro and con, and
apshort was a resolution, unanimous-
+ adopted to constitute this body a
founders committee, to sponsor an Air
Mail Society, devoted to the interests of
all collectors of air mail stamps, foreign
and U. S., old and new, mint and used,or
on cover.

Plans were made and individual com-
mittees appointed to lay the ground work
for legal, organizational, promotional,
editorial, financial and publicity cam-
paigns. At the next meeting, tentatively
set for March 14th, the reports of the
various committees will be gone over and
ways and means will be discussed to set
the wheels in motion towards the found-
ation and bringing into actual being an
honest-to-goodness Society, dedicated to
the advancement of all things pertaining
to Aero-Philately and catering to those
members of philately who collect Air-
mail Stamps.

So, it begins to look like a new era for
the neglected Air Mail Stamp Collec-
tor. We shall keep you informed of all
developements on this subject.

Dominican Republic just issued a new
set of airs in Commemoration of their
National Anthem. The face value of
said set is $1.80 U. S. Currency, the ask-
ing price is $3.00 and up, at it’s source.
As the Dominican Peso has the same
value as the U. S. dollar, it is suggested
that you be careful of what you pay for
these sets.

It seems that our friendly neighbor
(Mexico) believes we still have lots of
money left, after our stiff income tax
payments, for they are going to issue
another set of high denominations this
month, the fourth such set in a row, and
if they put this over, then we can expect
a repetition in a month or so.

The new Belgium set of airs has arriv-
ed, composed of two values, a 6 and 8.50
(frank) rather of nice design and color,
but most of them are off center.

The Haiti issue of Roosevelt Commem-
oratives is another set just received. This
is a large issue, and should be a popular
set, and there is no speculator or mani-
pulator connected with it.

USED
AIRMAILS

Those elusive used airmails you have
been trying to find—why not send me
your want-list? I could surprise you!
If not in stock I might get it for you.
Let me be your partner in a treasure
hunt—you never can tell. A ref. or
your Society number will be appre-

ciated.
HOBBY SHOP &

(M. E. BOSLEY)
6714K No'west Hwy., Chicago 31, IlL

WELWITSCHIA
What’s That?

An unusual plant growing in South Africa.

It's stem is a woody mass rising to
about one foot from which grow 2 leaves
reaching lengths of 6 ft. These leaves
then dry up and split but do not fall off
and each year several flower stalks de-
velop at their bases. This remarkable
plant is depicted on the beautiful 10 sh.
bicolors of South West Africa Nos. 155
and 156. If your collection does not boast
these beauties, we can supply postally
used copies at 50¢ each.

Approvals only if requested.

THE HAT CITY STAMP CO.

55M Lincoln Ave,., Danbury, Conn.

Other new issues expected shortly are
from Costa Rica, Paraguay, Honduras,
Lebanon, Peru, Nicaragua, Salvador
Ecuador and a new lot of French Colo-
nials.

Another Stamp Dealer was robbed in
New York City. A whole truck full of
stock books, all loaded with the finest of
material was carried away by burglars
on the night of Feb. 28. Even the unde-
world realizes the value of stamps in all
its branches.

A perusal of the Philatelic Exporter,
published by N. K. Musson & Co. of Lon-
don England, and which (eatures buying
ads of most of the Eidropean Stamp
Dealers, is just full of ads reading
“Wanted To Buy Air Mails, Mint &
Used.  Aerophilatelists are growing fas-
ter than most of us ever dream of. The
demand for air mails in mint or used or
on cover, is so great that it is just im-
possible to cope with it and any impart-
ial observer will admit, that this is a sure
sign of price advance, and a wonderful
opportunity for a wise investment, but it
is becoming harder and harder to obtain
the older issues, which is a source of des-
pair for the new collector.

Authentic Covers from President Roosevelt’s Collectlon

lection.

Some Autographed covers and various Air Mail covers also are
A descriptive list will be sent upon request.

TIGHLAND STAMP COMPANY

hle.

= American Stamp Dealers Association

Many interesting Naval Covers remain from the Roosevelt Col-

Some of these were cancelled on Battleships sunk or damaged at
Pearl Harbor, while others had been cancelled by Submarines, Des-
troyers, and Cruisers lost later in the war.

PIKESVILLE 8, MARYLAND

March 18, 1946
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Brimont Scott

........ 40 652 B178 Paris-Orleans ........ .35
......... 39 653 ARE IGHADDE N . 5 c s 5n « 4o apeiey BB
.......... .45 654/8 B185/9 Cathedrals ......... .75
.......... .30 659 498 8t Dents ' L Lo e
PT8e: <. san .36 660 497 Marshall Bugeaud ...... .15
BOY . < i%ie i .45 661/79 477/95 Cock & Marianne .... 4.00
I‘T ......... .45 689/91 INI/10 Amgot: TSt ..o v «uivn .15
........... .20 690/709 505/24 Liberty Dulac ...... 2.25
)osition 2.25 .. .26  710/57 Official sets of the Libera-
4xposltion 2.50 . .50 tion Marshall Petain over-
aphy . . printed RF (see our next
58 G AT Ry . ad.).
Tower . 759 383B Iris 0.80 green ....... .04
Exposltion 760 384B Iris 1 f. blue green ... .04
QP8ORS S - « e wreaans 761 384C Iris 1.29 violet ....... .04
Sipkan e 762 3856B Iris 1.50 light brown .. .04
BEEONG. Se h 1 EnTN R . 763 385C Iris 2 f. dark brown .. .06
Prig 600 o ohts G e 764 385D Iris 2.40 carminerose.. .06
t. Gregory . 765 385E Iris 3 f. orange red ... .07
1 Mothers & Children .. .50 766 S8OR Irigi 4 £ blue .. .rx s .10
French Revolution ..... .15 767/70 499/502 Mercury ovptd. RF .. .12
> Strasbourg Cathedral .. .22 771 496 Chenonceaux 25 f. ..... .65
03 ORI o 8. BE 5y . b i 1o ey B190 Stamp DAY .. .- cosviy T11
P69 Chareot (0:89° 0 Lo .90 773 503 Liberation blue ........ .10
IBI28 I e ekt cri SR -30  774/83 N11/20 Amgot 2nd ......... .40
B93 Widow & Children ... .. .65 784/87 524/7 Coat of Arms ........ .08
B92 Maid of Languedoc .... .12  7gg 528 Ceres 0.60 ............. .03
391 Pau Castle ............ 30 790 530 (Ceres 0580 ... ... sedh .02
393 Bridge La Guillotiers .. .12 7971 VIR 7, AR s .02
/2 B94/5 French soldiers ...... 38 792 532 Ceres 1.20 ....% ..oeonsls .03
3 B96 France d’'Outre-mer .... .26 793 53%a CereB 1,60 .. ....conve. .03
94/7 B97/100 Marshase .......... 96 795 533 Liberty 1.50 ...... .05
§98/9. B101/2 Red!'Crogs ;. I il 70 796 Ead Edberty 2 £ .. ..ot .04
516 418 Beanne 16 . 1.0 L 22 797 536 Liberty 2.49 ........... .05
517 419 Amgers 1074, .50 Siicli b, 35 798 536 Liberty 3 £. ........... .06
518 421 Beamune A b £ 02 hidet, 0, -80 800 B8 TIbErty AL .. .08
519 420 Aigues-Mortes 20 126 802 539 Liberty 6 £. ........... .10
520 394 Guynemer 50 £. ........ 2.25 803 539a Liberty 6 f. .......... A2
521 B103 War Victims ....... .22 805 540 Liberty 19 £ .......... .20
522/6 B104/7 National Relief ... .. .86 807 B4R I barty 18 Bt . She .30
526/7 B108/9 Prisoners of War ... .56 808 537 Liberty 4 f. engvd. ..... .08
528/31 413/6 Marshall Petain ...... 76 809 542 Liberty 20 f. ...... Siete R CB )
532 BIRONGCATICERN o v s CELT SMRTY 542a Liberty 26 f. ......... .38
533 41T MASERAT S L0 oo e e dagetai v« 816 a8l 543 Liberty 50 f. ..... T G .75
534 B111 Marshall Petain s1. 812 544 Liberty 100 £ ......... 1.50
535/6 B112/3 Winter Relief . -85 813/4 545/6 Metz & Strasbourg .. .17
537 B114 Liner Pasteur . 19 815 547 Liberation red  ....... gt
538 B115 France d'Outre-mer .. .35 gig B191 Sarah Bernhardt ..... 15
539 B¢ Fisherman™ ol. . 5. o) .50 817 B192 PTT war victims .. ... .30
540/56 427/45 Marshall Petain ... .. 1.65 818 B193 Tuberculosis .... et AL
557/8 449/50 Marshall Petain ..... .36 819 B194 Children PO 7 !
559/61 446/8 Marshall Petain, eng. .76 820 548 France d'Outre-mer .... .06
562 451 Marshall Petain, 50 f. 2.560 821 BIISHTOWS DL oo avee s i skl
563/74 B117/28 Coats of Arms 1st.. 2.50 822 B196 Oradour .. ... ..o .14
575 B129 Lia  Penousend i, »wis .40 R23/2ﬂ B197/209 Ruined towns .... .40
576 Bl130 Planes ............... .25 82 B201 Becquerel (new) ..... .08
77 B13% Chabri?r i T ig RZR B202 Fournier (new) ...... .08
bT78 B132 Quinzaine Imperiale .. .
579 B133 Jean de Vienne ....... .40 FRENCH COLONIES
580 452 Masgenet . ..loooiey o, 15 Monace new issues, 13 values . 6.00
581/4 455/58 Mercury without RF.. .11  gomali Coast Pictorials & surch. (22) 4.00
HR5 B134 Ml. Petain surcharg. .. .11 New Caledonia Pict, & surch. (22) .. 4.90
"86 463" Stendhals b ulin . o . 20 Prench Oceania Piot. & surch. (22).. 4.00
587 454 Blondel, .o di. i e 20 wallis Futuna Pict. & surch. (22) .. 4 00
588799 B135/46 Coats of Arm, 2nd.. 2.50 Marshal Petain, 48 values 4.50
600/1 B142/8 Legion Tricolore .... .70  Ml. Petain surch. for Colonial Relief 6.50
Complete strip ...... lgg Defence of the Colonies, 72 values ..15.00
602 459 Arras, 19 amaenbs Jias 3 25
603 473 Chenonceaux 15 f. ..... .45 AIR MAIL
604 474 Lac Lerie 20 £.......... 55 prench Equatorial Africa C1-C8 ... 3.90

605/8 B149/52 Petain & Francisque 2.00  grench West Africa 1940, 40 values. .18.00
699/12 460/63 Coats of Arms 3rd .. 1.65 French West Africa 1942, 65 values. .30.00

613/17 B153/57 Work-Family-Coun- Protec. of Native C hil(lrml. 83 val. ..15.00
rY=POEal. . uoiisis o s oy azereis 3.50 French Oceania C1 ................

618 488 LBVOIRIOY o s s ol .20 Monaco C2-CT .

619 470 Beaune Rolin 4 f. .. ... 30  Monaco C8-C12 ...

620 B158: ' Wear Vietims|u « « vur. .50 Cameroun C1-C7 ..

621/22 B159/60 Prisoner family .. G o COCB. L o L TTECREE E E

$23/8 B161/66 Famous men of 16th Reunion C6-C13
Gentiry WO LRI T 1.50  Reanion C18-C24

629/34 B167/72 Costumes ......... 1.50 Somali Coast C1-C7 -

635 $1 Bl e s s e ey .20 St. Pierre & ‘\Ilquelon CL-Ee7 .

636 BII3 S entville: .ot e 40 Senegal C1-C1

637 Bli4rGounads L. ST Am G 25 Reunion Trl('(mtonnr\

638/41 464/67 Coats of Arms 4th .. 1.00 All fine mint copies.

642 B175 Petain 88th Birthday.. .85 fTerms: Cash with order. Postage extra

643/4 B176/77 Corporation & Chart .65 under $5 order.

645 472 Postal truck ..... 10 N. B. 10% discount on U. S. fund.

646/51 B179/84 Famous men of 17th There are no restrictions in buying from
SENEUTY -~ ovioineis s ass svioine 1.50 Canada.

BRIMONT'S CATALOGUE OF FRANCE 1849-1945

Many unknown indicatiens. All war issues prices.
190 pages. 400 photos. Needful for all collectors and dealers.

ISSUE AROUND MARCH 15TH. PRICE: $2.00, POST PAID.
MONTREAL PHILATELIC CO., Ltd.
1012 UNIVERSITY TOWER MONTREAL, P. Q.,, CANADA
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Our Readers’ Co/umn

Dear Mr. Stilphen:

Since sending you the 17c Special De-
livery Variety for notation in Mekeel's,
I have seen a full sheet. The sheet is
the upper left hand sheet. The sheet is
stamp I sent you with the ink blurb is
the fifth stamp over of the bottom row,
which would make it belonging to the
center line block unless the Plate num-
bers are in the middle instead of top and
bottom,

The sheet I saw was perforated all
around with the Plate #23168 in the
upper left hand corner with electric eye
markers on the right hand trimming
knife side. What I cannot figure out
about this sheet is, with the electric eye
markers on the right hand inside and if
with the Plate number on the upper left
hand side where are the center lines?

For further comment on this sheet, it
seems that it may be consistent with
further blurbs faintly seen on the bottom
block, Plate number side. To my mind
this is a sheet to look for, for further
varieties as the sheet I finally got a look
at has every indication of being the varie-
ty hunters paradise if he can afford to

buy it and chasg.down the variety
positions.

—Frank 1. Morse
Dear Sir:-

About twenty five years age I pur-
chased a stock of unused Columbian
stamps. Some of these I mounted in my
collection and the others I placed in
transparent envelopes and filed them in
stock books. Recently T had occasion to
check these stamps and found that on
quite a few the gum had cracked and in
so doing had cracked the stamp, making
it worthless from a philatelic standpoint.
In this same lot there were stamps that
were without gum, and these stamps were
as bright and attractive as when stored.
This same day | received a sales list of
unused stamps that listed two grades -
those with o.g. and others at a reduced
price because of straight edge, badly off
center, or with a small thin spot in the
gum.

This brought to my mind an article
published in one of the philatelic mag-
azines about ten years ago entitled,
“Whatare we collecting Stamps or Gum”?
And today when I see stamps listed as
never hinged, hinged once, and with a re-
duced price for each hinge I am prone to
want to ask this question again. Even
the very best grade of hinge that I have
been able to buy lacks a lot of being
peelable. T have many good stamps that
have an unsightly bump on them caused
by an accumulation of these so called
peelable hinges, but, if I remove thisbump
of hinges it will also remove a portion of
this valuable (?) gum and hereby lower
the value of the stamp accordingly.

I have always collected unused U. S.
because I think that they make a more
attractive page than the cancelled ones,
but this gum eraze has me in a quandry as
to how best to mount my collection. Years
ago we had the individual transparent
pouches. They were highly recommended
and guaranteed not to shrink. I bought
the very best grade and remounted my
collection but they did shrink and I lost
several good blocks for interest on my in-
vestment. I went back to hinges again
and find that they will not hold at all or
hold with such a tenacious grip that noth-
ing but steam will remove them. This
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#204-5 UPU Co

#2179 Farmer Plo

#280 756th Anniv. .

##268-9 Red Cross

#B41-4 1927 Semi F
#B49-52 1929 Semi P
#B57-60 1931 Semi P .
#B69-72 1934 Semi P n.
#B81-4 1936 Semi P min
#B91-4 1938 Semi P mint
#B96-9 1939 Semi P mint
#B100-3 1940 Semi P used
#B110-1 1941 Semi P mint .
#B124-5 1943 Semi P mint .

HORTON is the home of ONE-
dryers, but unlike such establish
sent to the cleaners. Our prices
interested in YOU. As for a copy -
you are at it, send for a copy of
written by Lawrence W. Case in wl
on RUSSIA.

POST OFFICE BOX 1853,

ORDERS UNDER §1.00 PC

HORTON S’

uts me back where I started. I would
like to ask the gum addicts to please tell
us how we are to mount our stamps so as
to save the gum intact and at the same
have the collectors privilege of looking
at and enjoying our stamps.

Many of the later issues of commem-
oratives have gum that causes the stamps
to curl despite the gum breaker marks.
As an experiment I removed the gum
from some stamps and placed them on
my desk alongside others with gum. In
a few hours those with gum were curled
so tight that it was nearly impossible to
stamp.. The ones without gum were
flat and unharmed. Yet I am told that
these that wind up or accumulate their
bulges of part hinges are more valuable
in a collection than the attractive ones
without gum. As I understand gum, it
is placed on the back of a stamp for the
convenience in wusing for postage, but
I can’t understand its philatelic value.
After mounting a stamp we never see the
gum itself, but we do see the cracks,
bulges and stains that it causes on the
front of the stamp.

Can some of your readers give us an
article on the best way to mount our un-
used stamps and still retain their resale
value.

—R. M. Tribble
Seneca, S. C.

Illustrated Buying List

George W. Wentz, Jr. of San Marcos,
Texas, has issued an Illustrated Buying
List of U. S. Stamps that collectors will
find most convenient to use. All stamps
are pictured with the buying price under
each stamp. A unique idea that makes
selling your stamps much easier.
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WANTED TO BUY—Any Stamp-—-Any Country !

For Example, WE PAY $140.00 for 1869 Pictorials (Scott’s #112-122), used, very fine.

We urgently need U. S. and foreign stamps! Anything worth while — collections,
accumulations, estates, or rare single items. TOP CASH PRICES paid. Send
stamps by insured mail for FREE appraisal. No obligations! Immediate reply.

NATIONAL STAMP SALES' 20 West strd Streen

~oreign New Issues

J. Avery WELLs, Editor — Box 30, Jackson Heights, New York.

‘v on dealers and readers to make this department of vital interest. Credit is given to
stamps or information. Comments and descriptions are the editor’s.

— Commemorative  Air
unexpectedly the first
Post series which is to

<enth anniversary of
" the Panagra Air-
1ced on sale May
lues to be re-
tfamp 1s 9oc

and shows

between

been found Imperforate. The values
are 1.20cr light gray brown, Map, and
scr lilac, Portrait. The issue is said to
be 100. — M. K. Fatoullah.

France — Postage — Another
Postage value in the Arms and broken
Chain type is a soc purple.




went into our collection was cut from
the center of a strip of five. We liked
the middle copy better and the dealer
did not hesitate to cut the strip.

If you want to have pleasure out of

stamp collecting and still have a satis-'

factory investment, we would suggest
that you stick to the single and block.
A few years back the mint early single
and block were in demand and we
bought the used copies and covers for
investment as well as pleasure. Today
everyone is collecting cancellations —
not stamps—so we are selling used and
again buying the unused copies and
blocks which are available at less than
a few years back. When they come
back again, there will not be near
enough to go around.

As a rule, we do not make sugges-
tions as to what a collector should buy
for one of the niceties of stamp col-
lecting is that you can collect what
you want and what gives the most
pleasure. 'We cannot help expressing
our thoughts when we see the novice
putting away speculators’ quantities.

When we see stamps available last Oc-
tober by the millions sell at double to
triple face today and those of five years
back with double the quantities bring
even more, we can only say someone is
crazy. Perhaps it is us. -

May Plate Numbers

The following is a list of pos’
stamp plate numbers issued durin-
month of May, 1945:

No. Denom. Class S¢
23281 6¢ Air, E. E, Conv.

23282 6¢ e

23283 3c Ord. (book), E
New D¢

23284 3c i

The following is
stamp plate number
ing the month of

No. Denom. C
23240 3c Ord
23241 3c
23242 3c
23243 3c
23201 3:

23202
5358



United States

Notes and Comments
By Priie H. Warp, Jr.

Wuat To Buy?

We have received a number of let-
ters during recent months asking why
we do not suggest stamps to buy for
profit. While we have always believed
that stamps make a most satisfactory
investment and have proven this time
and again in our own case, nevertheless
we hesitate to recommend the type of
speculation now going on in varieties
of the last five years. Not only the
speculator but many collectors as well
are today buying in addition to a single
and block dozens of extra blocks and
more often sheets of the same stamp.
This is not a healthy condition and
from experience we cannot help but
believe many are going to be burnt.
We would suggest a mint single and
block of each variety. Start with the
issues now current and work back-
wards. In the long run this will prove
a most satisfactory investment and
will provide untold pleasure. Accumu-
lating quantities of the same stamp is
not collecting but speculating and the
collector loses all of the pleasures of a
real collector. Wi do not mind seeing
the speculator burnt and burnt badly,
but when a collector is hurt he loses
his collector’s interest and soon falls
by the wayside. Many have forgotten
that only a few years back speculators
were offering stamps purchased from
the Agency in quantities at 10% to
20% off face. Remember the Govern-
ment does not redeem unused stamps.
Imagine what would happen if all the
flag stamps held were dumped on the
market at once.

Judging from our own mail, specu-

lators are especially interested today in
the 3¢ Pony Express, 3¢ Northwest

erritory, 1c and 3c Parksouvenir
sheets, 17c flat plate, the Famous
Americans with especial emphasis on
the s¢ Howe and 10c Bell and Riley.
They are also after the Kansas and
Nebraska series and more especially the
3o0c¢ Trans Atlantic Air Mail.

We have been in the stamp business
for years and know our profits have
been most substantial and satisfactory.
We have followed the rule of putting
away a fair supply of everything with-
out playing favorites. When the spec-
ulators buy, we sell and when they
start to dump we buy and with the
necessary cash on hand we can gen-
erally buy at our own price. Stamps,
like women’s clothing, run in styles.
A few years back foreign and espe-
cially the classic issues went very
cheaply. British Colonies were around
1, to Y4 catalogue. The U. S. col-
lector wanted the early cracked plates
along with plate positions and vari-
etics. Our two greatest students of
carly U. S. — Chase and Ashbrook —
were then filling the papers with their
important findings. You would read
about them and then go out and try to
buy them. Today, the writings have
been put into book form and the vol-
umes go on the library shelf and are
only read when we have found some-
thing unusual and want to know what
we have.

A few years ago early mint blocks
were in great demand. Today the early
cover is supreme. Not so many years
before, and we can remember the day,
stamps were torn from the-cover and
put in the album space and a dealer
would break a block to sell a single
copy. If you took the whole block you
would get a slightly better price. We
can recall that the first 1851 12¢ that

USED SETS
We have a fine stock of Used U. S.
stamps and recommend these to be pur-
cha’ *d in full sefs.
24¢ 18 1c-$1, 19 stamps .......... B
3 20 CarmINe. ... ... ccexessas 15.00
526-36 Perf., Imperf.,, Rossbacks,
T RtAMIPE Lol sl
338-46  Set of Compound Perfs., 7
BEAIADE e S ety e rie 8.88
547 $2 Carmine and Black .... 1.10
548-50 1-5¢ Pilgrim, 3 stamps .... 1,15
551-73  Vee-$5 1922 issue, 23 stamps 1.19
5¥6-7 Imperf., 3 stamps ... s e
578-9 1-2¢ Compound Perfs., .... 3.30
581-91 1-10¢ Perf. 10 Rotary ..... Eix
Send for our new Summer catalog,
Priced right for fine material,
M & S STAMP SERVICE
38 Park Row N. Y. C. #7

YOUR STAMP SERVICE

MINT ONLY

Uruguay, 2 pesos Airpost ...... (1) $1.70
Syria, Postage & Airpost ..... (13) 3.95
Br. India, Muscat Comm. .....(25) 9.00
Cyrenaica; Cl-C3 <iiv. ocnmi o (3 B.5
France, 452-4, 3 v., 140, B130-4 (5) 3.65
Germany, 506-528 ...........:. (18)  3.50
B171, 100, Bl93 w5 .: tocnin ovmnony Y5
Gilbert & Ellice Islds., 40-51 ..(12) 3.00
Greece, National Youth Issue, post.
427-36, airp. C38%-47 ....... (20) 11.25
Panama, Const, 1941, C67-T1 ...(3) 3.40
Pitcairn Islands, 1-8 .......... (S) 140
Southern Rhodesia, 56-63 ... ... (8)  1.08

Vatican, 91-98, E5-106
Mail Orders Only
YOUR STAMP SERVICE

(10)  2.30

2540 Hudson Blvd., Jersey City 4, N. J.
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In a recent issue of the “Weekly”
we published some notes, based on ma-
terial supplied by Mr. A..H. Weber of
Berkeley, California, pointing to what
seem to be three distinct varieties or
types of the re-engraved 1 cent stamp
of 1882. Briefly these may be iden-
tified as follows:

(1) Normal; bust clearly and sharp-
ly defined.

(2) Base of bust clearly outlined by
an uncolored line.

(3) Heavy solid color below bust for
a width of about 1mm.

There seem to be minor variations as
well, but these three types are so dis-
tinctive that they can be identified quite
readily without the aid of a magnifying
glass.

We have been told time and time
again that there is nothing new under
the sun and such would seem to be the
case with the discovery of these three
types. We have an interesting letter
from Mr. Louis G. Barrett, of Boston,
— a veteran philatelist too infrequently
heard from these days — who arrived
at the conclusion that there are three
distinct types of this lc stamp some
twenty-three years ago! Mr. Barrett
places the order of the types as 3, 1, 2
— basing his inferences on the fact that
the variety with heavy line of color be-
low the bust also has heavy shading
below the scrolls in the upper corners.
\f\{l]qxl the shading below the bust was
eliminated so was most of the extrane-
ous shading below the arabesques.
This seems to be a logical conclusion,
but proof must await the production of
marginal copies showing plate num-
bers—then the sequence of the changes
can be definitely established.

Mr. Barrett also, by the way, iden-
tiies three distinct varieties of paper
for this 1c stamp, viz.: (a) a fairly
thick toned paper, quite opaque; (b) a
thinner paper in which the impression
shows through like a cameo; and (¢) a
medium opaque white wove paper.

But, to return to our discussion of
the three types. When Mr. Barrett
made his discovery he wrote the Ameri-
can Bank Note Company — under date
of Feb. 14th, 1923 — submitted speci-
mens of the stamps, pointed out the
differences; and asked two specific
questions, viz.: “(1) Is there anything
in the records of your company to
show that these alterations were the
results of successive alterations or ‘re-
touching’ of the new die made by your
company? and (2) If in the absence of
any information in this respect, would
you care to express an opinion as to
whether such differences were proba-
bly due to ‘retouching’ or not?”

Under date of March 16th, 1923, a
reply Was received from the Company,
signed by its then President, Mr.
Daniel E. Woodhull, as follows:

“In reply to your communication of
February 14th, I find by our records
that in 1882 the American Bank Note

June 18, 1945

By B. W. H. PooLE.

Company re-engraved for the United
States Government lc¢, 3¢, 6¢c and 10c
stamp dies. IFrom these original dies,
plates were made for the printing of
the various denominations.

“Specimens ‘A’, ‘B’ and ‘C’ referred
to in your letter were printed from
plates made by the American Bank
Note Company’s original die.

“The marked difference in the stamps
you call attention to is due entirely to
the worn condition of the plates. In
the process of steel plate printing the
delicate work on the plate in time will
disappear, intensifying therefore the
heavy shading and solid blacks, as
noted in specimen ‘A’

“We have no record of the one cent
die while in our custody as having been
altered.”

The last paragraph is somewhat am-
biguous, but probably the intention was
to infer that the original die was not
again tampered with after the original
re-engraving.

In spite of this “official” statement,
it seems quite obvious that wear of the
plates is hardly an adequate explana-
tion of such pronounced differences.
Possibly they are due to alterations or
touching up made on roller transfers;
alterations that might be considered of
insufficient importance to be mentioned
in any of the Company's records.

The differences between these three
major variations are obvious to the
naked eye, and it is interesting to note
that Mr. Barrett and Mr. Weber ar-
rived at substantially the same conclu-
sions in independent study made 23
years apart! : )

We also have a long letter on this
same subject from Mr. Stephen G.
Rich. He amused himself one evening
sorting a couple of hundred of these

1920 Re-Value

The re-valued postal cards, UX32 and UX
Some of these are quite rare. For those who
two special packets of mint cards, each cars
City is represented by two different types.)
LD, 1c on 2¢, red, Die I, 15 varieties of mir
UX33, 2e red, Die II, 30 varieties of mint car

placed overprints, doubles, ete. f.......
Special combination, the two packets, conta

UX33, for

FLAG ¢

We believe that many people will be glac
and 20. We offer them below, thus:

We have had a few requests for vrices
margin only, showing the name. W' have :
while they last, as noted below. On_ e, ou

Name Top Name Toy Name

Sing. Blk.of10. Blk.of 20
2070 £ 7 AR R 1.15 2.50 3.656
CzeCh.: .iie: e 45 1.65 2.50
NOTWAY  sioian sienwis A0 1.25 2.00
BAIXERL,  seresaniidon 35 1.25 2.00
Netherlands o440 1.25 2.00
Jelgium 80 1.25 2.00

Complete set in top name block
Complete set in top name blocl
Complete set in full sheets ...

A copy of our U, 8. and B. N. A, price

STANLEY GIBBONS, INC., 38 (I
MEKEEL'S WEEKLY
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PHILATELIC FOUNDATION’S EXPERT
COMMITTEE '

By JAMES B. HATCHER

tered Philatelic Foundation of New York is expected to be hold-

ing its first meeting at its headquarters in the Collectors Club,
22 Fast 35th St., New York, to examine the first batch of stamps sub-
mitted for its expert opinions.

The certificate it will issue will represent not merely the judgment of
one or two men, but will be a pooling of the opinions of several spe-
cialists. The Committee plans to avail itself of the best philatelic
knowledge by consulting men who are outstanding authorities in their
respective fields. Their reports will be carefully gathered and com-
pared, and the Committee will add its own knowledge of the stamp in
question before determining its final judgment.

Many of the stamps may have to be sent to distant cities to collect
the opinions of some of the experts. If the stamp were a Brazilian
item, the Committee might, for instance, send it to Chicago to ask Dr.
Clarence Hennan to give his opinion on it. For an Afghan or Formosan
stamp, the Committee almost certainly would turn to Winthrop S.
Boggs for a report.

Alfred F. Lichtenstein, who is chairman of the Foundation, is also
head of the Expert Committee, and Mr. Boggs started his duties May
Ist as salaried executive of the Foundation and secretary of the Com-
mittee. The other members of the Committee have not been announced,
but it is said that two philatelists who have been invited are willing to
serve. And when possible members are discussed in stamp circles, one
usually hears mention of Dr. Carroll Chase and Stanley B. Ashbrook.
No members of the Expert Committee are or will be directly or in-
directly connected with the sale of stamps. All committee members
donate their services. Fees go to the advancement of the Foundation
activities.

The Foundation trustees estimate that it will cost a minimum of
$6,000 a year to run the Expert Committee, and on this basis they have
thought of fixing a fee of $5 per stamp. There is a possibility that a
sliding scale of charges, based on catalogue value, on whether the stamp
is overprinted and on whether it turns out to be a counterfeit, might be
considered. Such a scale is used by the Royal Philatelic Society of Lon-
don which, incidentally, has agreed to offer extensive help, including
certain duplicate files of its expertization data and photographs.

The $5 fee, as;Mr. Lichtenstein points out, will cover costs of filing,
acknowledgments, registered postage, photographs and expert handling
by expert men. The Committee seeks merely to become self-supporting
and does not wish to make excessive charges. The fee may be reduced
later if operating expenses prove less than anticipated.

BY SEPTEMBER the Expert Committee of the recently char-
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For many patrons, the cost of the Philatelic Foundation certificate
will be materially reduced. Plans are to offer special low rates to
Sustaining and Life members of the Foundation.

The Committee expects to meet eight times a year, possibly once a
month except during Summer. The frequency of its meetings will be
determined by how rapidly stamps accumulate for its attention. It may
not be considered advisable to ask distant Committee members to travel
to New York to examine less than 150 to 200 stamps. Every effort will
be made to give as prompt attention as possible to the stamps submitted.

The stamps submitted will be numbered by Committee Secretary
Boggs, and the owner’s name will not be attached, so Committee mem-
bers who examine them will run no risk of being influenced by knowl-
edge of ownership.

There is a possibility that the Committee might limit its field by
accepting for examination only those stamps issued during a designated
period. The Royal committee, for instance, declines to pass upon any
stamp issued after 1913. This date however is not accepted or binding
on the Foundation.

The use of the famous Luff Reference Collection has been granted
the Committee through the courtesy of Hugh M. Clark, a trustee. Mr.
Lichtenstein calls this “the greatest possible asset in New York City.”
Also the Committee will have the use of the Luff Room equipment and
the world famous Philatelic library at the Collectors Club.

The first year of the Expert Committee has already been financed,
with $8,000 pledged directly for its support, aside from other sizable
donations for the Foundation’s permanent endowment fund. The Foun-
dation hopes, however, to earmark $10,000 for the Committee’s use.

Four types of membership in the Foundation have been arranged.
The “Founder” donates $1,000, or pledges to give this sum within the
first year of the Foundation’s establishment, i.e., before March 16, 1946.
This does not necessarily carry privileges of expertization at reduced
rates, but gives the holder the honor and assurance of having a sub-
stantial share in starting this great undertaking, for which others are
donating their time, and services, as well as money.

The “Life” membership of $500 does give the holder the right to
have a certain number of stamps expertized at specially low rates, and
other privileges yet to be announced. The “Sustaining” membership,
$50 annually, gives the same privilege for a number of stamps. The
“Subscribing” membership, $5 a year, is for the average collector who
wants to have a hand in supporting the Foundation. None of the mem-
bers, not even a “Founder,” has a vote in Foundation affairs, for it
will be run exclusively by the trustees, who are: Hugh M. Clark, George
R. M. Ewing, Robert L. Graham, Jr., Malcolm Johnson, Alfred F.
Lichtenstein, H. L. Lindquist and Theodore E. Steinway. ‘

The Philafelic Foundation is the materialization of the dream of a
few prominent collectors and dealers; it hopes to answer the problems
of many. This dream was first given form in 1926 by Julius Caesar
Morgenthau who outlined a “College of Philately,” embodying much
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Chronicle of New Issues

By THERESA M. CLARK

oy

According to all information available to us at this time, it would constitute a violation
of the Trading with the Enemy Act to buy, sell or possess any postage stamp issued after
December 7, 1941, by any enemy government or by any enemy -controlled government.

In order to conform fully with the law as we understand it, Scott Publications, Inc. will
discontinue the listing of all new issues of enemy countries or enemy-controlled countries
until the war is over or until government regulations are changed.

This Chronicle is the First Supplement to the 1946 Standard Postage Stamp Catalogue
as published by Scott Publications, Inc.

It is published tentatively subject to final revision, including possible number changes
and deletions, before being added to the next edition of the catalogue.

The prices given are supplied by Scott Publications, Inc. They are not to be understood
as indicating that the Scott Stamp & Coin Company, Inc. can supply. We, of course, shall
do all we can to supply stamps at the prices given by Scott Publications, Inc., but cannot
guarantee prices or delivery.

Due to the unsettled conditions abroad, a number of items in this Chronicle remain unpriced.

We are now revising the Catalogue and preparing copy for the next (1946) edition. An
occasional regrouping or renumbering cannot be avoided. If numbers in the Chronicle are
not in sequence it indicates that there is to be a change in the next Catalogue and the Chronicle
has been made to conform.

UNITED STATES. COOK ISLANDS.
United Nations Conference Issue. Type of 1932.
Engraved.
1945 Perf. 14. Wmk. 253
117 A13 1p dark carmine &
black 4
EGYPT.
“Toward United Nations f Type of 1044.
April 1945
Pl A?.") 2 Photogravure.
1945  Perf. 13213%. Wmk. 195 ibedivelsmalliEashia
Rotary Press Printing. N e A79
246 A . 8
1945 Perf. 11x10%. Unwmkd. st SHity
S i [ Photogravure.
928 A375 bHc ultramarine
Issued to commemorate the United Natious 1945  Perf. 1315213, Wmk. 195
conference.
251 A79 10m dark olive
Issued tocommemorate the 50th anniversary of the
THE death of Khedive Ismail Pasha,
BRITISH COMMONWEALTH
OF NATIONS.
NEPAL.
BAHRAIN. King Farouk Type of 1935.
A8
Stamp of British India b
graved.
1943 BAHRA'N Phctogravure. ; :
Overprinted in Black 1945 i en/ Sl 3 ien S SRk 295)) 1955 Pery. 14. Unwmkd.
T98e P et 18250 T d) Wk, ds | T 21 Abmdsep ol Size : 243 x 18%4 mm.
Issued to commermorate the 25th anniversary of the
41 A83 lacarmine rose Dirth of King Farouk. 22 A4 32pdark ultramarine
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of the idea now crystalizing in this Foundation, when he spoke at a
stamp dinner. '

A rather clear, pre-natal sketch of the present Foundation was drawn
by Robert L. Graham, Jr., president of the Collectors Club,,in a speech
he gave at the American Philatelic Congress in Philadelphia last Decem-
ber. He described it as:

“A central, focal point for all things philatelic in the United States
—a clearing house to give and receive information—a supreme source
available to the public, where the beginner, the modest collector, the
professional and the expert can turn with confidence for a final word
on matters philatelic—a place for the housing and preservation of the
priceless collections that exist in this country today—a supreme court
for the determination of things good and bad in philately—a library
available to students, with classification in the greatest detail of the
available contents thereof—the establishment of a laboratory and an
expert committee—facilities for the conservation, encouragement and
possible management of philatelic exhibitions—reference collections—
facilities for photostats and photographs—a philatelic propaganda
bureau—and a magazine and publication department looking forward
to the publication of articles, pamphlets and books of merit on philately.
In other words, a philatelic foundation.

“We should plan to obtain some large, centrally located building.
This should be of sufficient size for a number of meeting rooms, for
an exhibition hall where, in appropriate frames, by countries, particu-
larly fine collections will be permanently on exhibition and available to
the public.

“Space should be provided for a laboratory to contain ultra-violet
ray lamps, microscopes and all of that modern machinery used for the
detailed examination of stamps. Here should be photostatic equipment
and a reference collection for the use of an expert committee. These
experts would be selected from a panel composed of the leading special-
ists and philatelists of the country. Here also should be assembled an
accumulation of philatelic literature, ie., a library as closely as possible
on a par with that of the Collectors Club.”

Speaking of the Foundation recently at the Collectors Club, Mr.
Lichtenstein said :

“It gives us an opportunity to be of real use to stamp collectors and
philately in general. The broad charter enables us to do everything
that is good for philately. We can get to a pinnacle that we have never
reached before in stamp collecting.”

Any stamp lover who would like to help the Foundation in the great
and manifold task it has undertaken may send his check to the treasurer,
Theodore E. Steinway. Address all communications or inquiries to
The Philatelic Foundation, 22 East 35 St., New York 16, N. Y.

Winthrop S. Boggs, who started his duties May 1st as salaried execu-
tive of the Philatelic Foundation and secretary of the Foundation’s
Expert Committee, has been associated with Fugene N. Costales on
Nassau street for more than nine years.

116 June, 1945
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Am;erlca s Last Superliner

The Adriatic of the Collins Line Set a High Mark in Atlantic
Luxury in the Mid-Nineteenth Century

By W. Mack Ancas

Y current standards the Collins liner Adriatic could
B by no stretch of the imagination be called a ““super-
liner.” A fair definition of this term today is: a
vessel of over 50,000 tons’ displacement capable of main-
taining a speed of at least 28 knots on a north Atlantic
passage. But words and phrases change their meanings,
and a, broader and more generally applicable definition
of the term ““superliner” might well be: any vessel de-
signed and built to be the largest and fastest seagoing
passenger vessel afloat or to approximate the size and
speed of the vessel currently acknowledged to be the larg-
est and fastest liner in the world. By such definition, the
American merchant marine once boasted a fleet of super-
liners, the vessels of the Collins Line, which, in the early
1850’s, were unquestionably the most popular steamers
operating on the north Atlantic. Last, largest, and fastest
of the Collins liners was the ill-fated Adriatic.

It is significant that the brilliant years of the Collins
Line were contemporaneous with those of the clipper
ship era, the golden age of the United States merchant
marine, when Americans were vitally interested in sea-
borne commerce and proud of the position of their coun-
try as the world’s leading maritime nation. It is also
significant that the Collins Line was forced to suspend
operations and go out of business during the twilight years
of the clipper ship, when the interests of the United States
were naturally turning to the development of the West
rather than to the further development or even the main-
tenance of sea-borne commerce.

The inception and organization of most large enter-
prises are usually known to be due to the energy and ini-

tiative of an outstanding individual. In general recogni-
tion of the fact that Edward K. Collins founded the New
York and Liverpool United States Mail Steamship Com-
pany and was its moving spirit, the organization was in-
variably known to the press and public alike, on both
sides of the Atlantie, as the Collins Line.

Edward Knight Collins was born in Truro on Cape Cod
in 1802. His business career commenced at the age of 15
when he got a job in New York and later served as super-
cargo on sailing vessels trading to the West Indies and
Gulf. At the age of 20, young Collins joined his father’s
firm, then engaged in the shipping business in New York,
and a few years thereafter became the head of an or-
ganization of his own, E. K. Collins and Company,
operating sailing vessels to Caribbean and Gulf ports.
In the middle thirties, Collins won wide recognition as a
daring and successful innovator in the shipping business
by branching out from the West Indian and Gulf trade
and entering the Liverpool service with a new type of
sailing ship in which he and one of his most successful
captains had great faith. The circumstance that Collins’
firm owned the fine packet Shakespeare probably sug-
gested naming the vessels of the new line for famous per-
sonages of the stage and calling it the Dramatic Line.
New ships ordered for the Dramatic Line by Collins
combined the fine lines of the Baltimore clippers with the
flat bottoms and hard bilges required of the cotton packets
built to enter the shallow harbors of the Gulf. Collins
was sure that the resulting hybrids would possess the
speed of the Baltimore clippers and, to a limited extent,
the carrying capacity of the New Orleans cotton packets.

The Adriatic as Currier
and Ives portrayed her. e
Her 40-foot paddle wheels
could drive her at 15 knots
when the complicated valve
gear of her 5,000-horse-

power oscillating engines !
was favorably disposed.
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Mariners' Museum, Newport News Va

(239)



Courtesy of J. Rich Steers

George Steers, 1819-1856, designer and builder of the Adriatic
and better known as the designer of the yacht America

On the other hand, old shipmasters and experienced sail-
ors — among them Brown and Bell, who built the new
Dramatic Line ships — were equally sure that such flat-
bottomed monstrosities would inevitably be slow and
incapable of going to windward well enough to make
good westward passages across the Atlantic. When the
ships went into service, however, the conservatives got a
shock, for in November, 1837, the Garrick reached Cape
Clear from New York in 12 days, and in 1839 the four
Dramatic packets made 12 westward passages in an aver-
age time of 28 days, an improvement of 12 days over the
40-day average of the early Black Ball liners.

The Dramatic Line was unquestionably an immense
success, but when the British began operating steamships
in competition with his sailing packets, Collins was un-
willing to rest on his laurels as operator of the finest sailing
vessels on the north Atlantic. The Cunard Line became
a recognized success in the early 1840’s, and Collins, being
convinced that the steamship was the vessel of the future,
set about establishing an American line that would be a
worthy competitor of the heavily subsidized Cunard
vessels. The Bremen Line, organized in New York on the
basis of a subsidy bill passed in 1845, Collins dismissed as
being doomed to failure by an unfortunate choice of
European terminals and by the fact that the ships built
for this service in New York were too slow. He urged the
necessity of a subsidy sufficient to permit the construc-
tion of five steamers of 2,000 tons, 1,000 horsepower, and
greater speed than any similar vessels afloat. In 1847 Col-
lins and his associates secured the passage of a bill giving
him an annual subsidy of $385,000 for the construction
of four ships of the type he had in mind, and accordingly
he lost no time in setting about construction of them.

The Collins Line commenced opergtion on Apil 27,
1850, with the sailing from New York of the Atlantic.
The Pacific, Baltic, and Arctic followed her into service.
The ships, like those of the Cunard Line, were wooden
paddle steamers, but were considerably larger, having a
length of 300 feet and beam of 45 feet. They were also

materially faster and more comfortable than Cunard
ships and in consequence became at once the most popu-
lar steamers on the north Atlantic, not only with Ameri-
can but with British travelers. Captain McKinnon of the
Royal Navy, upon returning from New York to England
on the Baltie, after having made the passage to America
on a Cunarder, admitted the superiority of the Collins
liner in the following words: “I am only doing justice to
these magnificent vessels in stating that they are beyond
any competition the finest, fastest, and best sea boats in
the world. I am sorry to be obliged to say this, but as a
naval officer I feel bound in candor to admit their great
superiority. Their extraordinary easiness in the sea cannot
fail to excite the admiration of the sailor. I never beheld
anything like it. No sea ever came on board, and there was
no violent plunging; the steaming of the Baltic was the
absolute poetry of motion. . . . The reason why we
allow brother Jonathan to beat us on our own element is
patent to the world, the British model is far inferior to the
American.”

The financial success of the line did not, however,
match its popularity with the traveling public, and within
two years Collins and his associates were in difficulties
which could be solved only by a substantial increase in the
line’s subsidy. In 1852 Congress increased the subsidy to
$33,000 a voyage with an annual limit of $858,000, but
accompanied the increase with the disquieting proviso for
a reduction to the original figure at any time after De-
cember 31, 1854, upon six months’ advance notice.

This sword of Damocles over the head of the line did
not impair the popularity engendered by the fast pas-
sages of the Collins ships, but the line was dealt a crushing
blow when the Arctic collided with a small French steamer
in September, 1854, and sank off Cape Race with an
appalling loss of life. Among those who perished were
Mrs. Collins, her daughter, and the younger Collins
boy. At once there was a hue and ery blaming the accident’
on Collins’ demand for fast passages, and for a time it
seemed that Congress might immediately exercise its
right to reduce the subsidy. In an attempt to forestall
such action, proponents of the line introduced legislation
insuring the continued payment of the subsidy provided
the line complete an additional ship. After bitter debate
this measure was passed by both House and Senate, but
President Pierce, a stanch advocate of governmental
economy, vetoed it and thus left the future of the line
dependent upon its ability to keep in the good graces of
Congress. During the critical period which followed the
sinking of the Arctic, the Collins Line was undoubtedly
helped by the withdrawal from the Atlantic of most of
the Cunard ships for service as transports in the Crimean
War. In the meantime, work was progressing on the new
Collins liner Adriatic, designed and built to be unquestion-
ably the largest and fastest steamer on the north Atlantic.

As designer and builder of his superliner of the late
1850’s, Collins selected George Steers of New York. He
could not have made a more fortunate choice. Steers was
born in Washington, D. C., in 1819 and when little more
than an infant was brought to New York by his father. The
boyhood of young Steers was spent in New York, where
his father was engaged in marine construction of various
kinds. At the age of 10, Steers built his first boat, a scow,
eight feet long. At the age of 16, he built the sailboat,
Martin Van Buren, which made an enviable record racing
in New York waters. At 18, he (Continued on page 256)
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POSTWAR
OPPORTUNITIES

FOR

TECHNICALLY-TRAINED
GRADUATES

If you are a technically-trained graduate of
the class of 1941, 1942, 1943 or 1944 . . . if
you entered military service without previous
industrial connections . . . The Procter &
Gamble Co. has a message of interest for you.

For many years, college men have made ca-
reers for themselves with this Company in the
departments of Production Management,
Chemical Research and Development, Plant
Maintenance, and Mechanical Design and
Development.

As America’s largest manufacturers and proc-
essors of soaps, glycerine products, and vegeta-
ble fats and oils, this Company operates 29
factory and mill units in the United States and
Canada. Each working day these plants pro-
duce one million dollars’ worth of soap, short-
ening and oil.

During the past 15 years an average of one
factory each year — at home and abroad —
has been added. Postwar plans are to continue
this growth and to expand Company opera-
tions into new factories with new products and
far-reaching technical developments.

Procter & Gamble has been built by men com-
ing up through the business. Factory Super-
intendents generally are young men. The Com-
pany believes in developing its main group of
executives instead of hiring them from the
outside.

We do not wish to distract your attention from
your present very important assignment. But
when you are ready to return to civilian life,
we should like the opportunity to discuss with
you the industrial opportunities this Company
has to offer.

- PROCTER & GAMBLE

INDUSTRIAL RELATIONS DIVISION
* CINCINNATI 17, OHIO -

THE MAGNESIUM PROSPECT
(Concluded from page 254)

3

This figure has been based on “optimistic” assumptions
throughout, so that 51,500,000 pounds a year, as of five
years after the war, may be on the high side of the prob-
able range. But you don’t have to be satisfied with this
one figure only. A great variety of estimates are available.
For instance, early last October at the first annual meet-
ing of the Magnesium Association, two of the featured
speakers were Willard H. Dow, President of the Dow
Chemical Company, and R. P. Lansing, Vice-president of
the Bendix Aviation Corporation. Dr. Dow sketched
possibilities of our using up our entire capacity in the not
too distant future, while Mr. Lansing estimated mag-
nesium’s early postwar market at roughly 20,000,000
pounds a year.

It is apparent that any estimate is a precarious thing,
based as yet more on guesses than hard facts. It involves
many important variables which cannot accurately be
predicted. Pre-war sales of magnesium are practically
useless as a base for any quantitative estimate of its fu-
ture. The war has brought a tremendous growth of inter-
est and experience in magnesium, so that our technology
generally is equal to if not superior to any other in the
world. Magnesium is being taken from the specialty shelf,
and the campaign is on to push it into the mass markets.

AMERICA’S LAST SUPERLINER
(Continued from page 240)

produced a 81-foot, fine-lined rowing skiff which weighed
but 140 pounds, and in his early twenties he graduated
to the construction of ocean-going vessels and was soon
unquestionably one of the leading figures in the marine
construction field in New York City. In 1848, as an em-
ployee of William H. Brown, Steers had much to do with
the design and construction of the four original Collins
liners, particularly the Atlantic and Arctic, for which he
laid down the lines in the mold loft. Later he built several
pilot boats which became famous for speed, and in 1850
he designed the America. He went to England on this
famous yacht in the summer of 1851, and was a member of
her afterguard when she won the cup which now bears her
name. Later Steers was employed at the Brooklyn Navy
Yard on the construction of the Niagara, one of the largest
and finest steam frigates built up to that date. To under-
take the design and construction of the Adriatie, George
Steers formed an association with his eldest brother,
James R. Steers.

Steers’s design for the Adriatic contemplated a ship of
the following dimensions:

Eengbhs e oot e oo B 354 feet

155113 NN 50 feet, extreme

Depth of hold to spar deck. 838 feet 2 inches

L ONMAZE Tk s s Sl 5,888 tons (customhouse
measurement)

Draft, loaded. ... ........ 20 feet

DPraftphighttss « Soo i 17 feet 114 inches

Accommodations. ........ 850 cabin

200 second cabin
1,000 steerage
BT b o e sl actons s S 800 tons (measurement)

(Continued on page 258)




255

A NEW X-RAY machine, built by Westing-
house, makes possible the examination of
1000 schoo! children daily ~ for symptoms
of tuberculosis. X-ray pictures are taken by
@ 35 mm candid camera — at a cost of less

than 1¢ per exposure.

s Spectrometer analyzes intricate. gas
ixtures at amazing speed. In making syn-

device cuts the time of chemical analysis
from days to o matter of minutes.

IC CHEMIST. .. The Westinghouse

thetic. r\ibber, for example, this electronic

ECTRONS

BOMBERS FROM THE BOTTOM OF THE
SEA ...There's a fabulous amount of mag-
nesium ., . enough for 4,000,000 Flying
Fortresses . . . in every cubic mile of sea
water. To extract this vital metal from the
ocean, vast quantities of d-c electricity are
needed. An electronic device, the Westing-
house Ignitron, supplies this current by
changing a-c to d-c — right at the water’s
edge. Ignitrons, with a combined capacity
of more than 3,000,000 kilowatts, are now
at work in magnesium, aluminum and chlo-
rine plants, in electric railway systems, in
mines, in many war industries.

_ DUST TAKES A HOLIDAY .« . Dust-free air
is absolutely essential in the assembly of
optical equipment for our fighting forces.
The Westinghouse Precipitron” electronic air
cleaner :Su!b,ma’ticaliy remaves dust bdrﬁc{é;{' |
down to the size of 1/250,000th of an %‘ﬂ‘é}ka.‘ .

$-T-R-E-T-C-H-1-N-G THE TIN SUPPLY...
Electronic high-frequency induction heating
—developed by Westinghouse — helps save
two-thirds of our war-scarce tin supply by
flowing a protective tin coating, only 30-
millionths of an inch thick, on steel strip.

‘1}0"‘ ELECTRONS
® AT

Although one of the tiniest things in ‘the
universe, the electron is a gigantic force for
the good of mankind. It is helping us to win
the greatest war in history. It speeds pro-
duction of goods for war and peace ...
brings entertainment into our homes...con-
tributes to our health and happiness in
countless ways. And wherever you find elec-
trons at work you will find Westinghouse elec-
tronic research at the forefront!

*TRADE MARK REG. U.S. PAT. OFF.

SOMETHING TO CROW ABOUT . . . The
 Westinghouse Sterilamp”, an electronic de-

vice, deals sudden death to air-borne bac- |

teria in brooder batteries — has reduced

chick mortality by 50%. Sterilamps are widely

~ used in restaurants, canneries, breweries,

and many other industries.

Tune in:
JOHN CHARLES THOMAS
Sunday 2:30 pm, EWT, NBC

Westinshouse

PLANTS IN 25 CITIES OFFICES EVERYWHERE

Tune in: TED MALONE
Mon. Tues. Wed. Evening,
Blue Network
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RADIO, SOUND AND COMMUNICATIONS
EQUIPMENT?

Loud Speakers

Headsets

Microphones

Hearing Aids

Electrical Musical Instruments
Sound-powered Telephones
Telephone Ringers

Yoltage Regulators

AUTOMOTIVE

AND

Phonograph Cutting Heads
Phonograph Pick-ups
Vibration Pick-ups
Polarized Relays
Generators

Meters

Magnetron Fields

AVIATION

EQUIPMENT?

Magnetos
Tachometers
Compasses
Voltage Regulators

Motors
Speedometers
Generators
Magnetic Oil Filters

INSTRUMENTS?

Ammeters
Voltmeters
Galvanometers
Seismographs
Oscillographs
Flux Meters

Watt-hour Meters

Flow Meters

Light Meters
Cardiograph Recorders
Vibration Pick-ups

MISCELLANEOUS PRODUCTS?

Magnetic Separators
Magnetic Chucks
Magnetic Conveyors
Magnetic Clutches
Magnetic Damping Devices
Arc Blow-out Magnets
Temperature and Pressure
Control Equipment

better permanent magnets can im-
prove efficiency and reduce costs. Put

F YOU make any of the above prod-
ucts, it will pay you to find out how

Circuit Breakers

Limit Switches

Holding Magnets

Clocks

Toys and Novelties

Coin Separators for
Vending Equipment

AMERICA’S LAST SUPERLINER
(Continued from page 256)

Steers built the hull of wood, the floor timbers being of
oak, 22 inches molded depth and sided from 18 inches to
16 inches. The frames were spaced from 33 to 36 inches
apart, center to center, and were diagonally strapped
with wrought iron 74 by 5 inches. Planking of yellow
pine varied in thickness from 12 inches at the garboards
to six inches at the sheer strakes.

As work progressed on the big wooden hull, it was
known that Cunard was building a rival of slightly smaller
tonnage but considerably greater length and that the
new Cunarder, to be named Persia, would be an iron
paddle steamer. The Persia came out first, sailing from
Liverpool on her maiden voyage in January, 1856, at
about the same time as the Collins liner Pacific. The Per-
sta made a slow trip, delayed by ice. The Pacific was never
heard from. The question of reducing the subsidy was
promptly revived, and in this unfriendly atmosphere
the Adriatic was launched in April, 1856, at once becom-
ing the largest vessel afloat.

George Steers personally supervised the launching of
the Adriatic. Contemporary newspaper descriptions en-
large upon the huge size of the vessel, the beauty of her
lines, the fine workmanship of the hull, and the impres-
siveness of the spectacle of the launching, which was
enhanced by the launching of the steamship Cuba from
Webb’s yard shortly before Steers released the Adriatic.
When the Adriatic was finally released, her hull slid
smoothly down the ways into the waters of the East
River, but arresting: gear in the form of anchors provided
for checking the run of the ship proved inadequate, and
she crashed into a wharf at Williamsburg, doing some
damage to the pier but little to her hull. After launching
she was immediately taken to the balanced dry dock to
be coppered, following which operation her machinery
was to be installed.

Machinery built for the Adriatic by the Novelty Iron
Works of New York had unusual features, two of which
led to much of the trouble which dogged the ship’s career.
The engines were of the two-cylinder oscillating type,
designed to indicate 5,000 horsepower, the bore of the
cylinders being 10034 inches and the stroke 12 feet. The
cylinders were placed diagonally, but to avoid stresses
which would be produced in a long crankshaft running
the full width of the ship when the wooden hull “worked ”
in bad weather, there was a separate shaft for each paddle
wheel, each shaft terminating at its inboard end in a

your design, development or produc- crank which engaged the piston rod of one of the oscillat-

ing cylinders. These two cranks were connected by a drag
link which insured that the two cylinders of the engine and
the two side wheels would work together, but permitted
a certain amount of flexibility. Oscillating engines were
not unusual for large paddle wheel vessels at the time the
Adriatic was built, but the engine of the Adriatic was fitted
with valves of a new and untried type which proved very
troublesome.

These valves, designed by Horatio Allen, consisted
essentially of long plug cocks, the plugs having a very
slight taper. The valves were opened and closed by a par-
tial rotation of these plugs, but such rotation could not
be effected without first giving the valves a slight longi-
tudinal motion to free them from their tight tapered fit.

(Continued on page 260)

N Ew ! Get your

copy ot this valu-
able, up-to-the-min-
ute manual on the
design, production
and application of
modern Alnico per-
manent magnets.
Write us, on your
company letterhead,
today.

tion problems up to The Arnold Engi-
neering Company. Arnold engineers
have been of great assistance to many
manufacturers and are at your service
to advise exactly what Alnico perma-

nent magnet will solve

your particular problem.

THE ARNOLD ENGINEERING (OMPANY

147 EAST ONTARIO STREET, CHICAGO 11, ILLINOIS

Specialists in the manufacture of ALNICO PERMANENT MAGNETS
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A Field with a Future...

AN OPPORTUNITY FOR SALES ENGINEERS!

To men now seeking rehabilitation from war-
time industries, the field of industrial instrumenta-
tion offers unusually broad professional horizons.
Founded less than four decades ago, this industry
is still young and progressive, with vast unsatur-
ated potentials. Its market covers practically every
type of manufacturing!

A Recognized Leader in the Field
From the founding of the industry, The Foxboro
Company has held unquestioned leadership in the
development of instruments for accurate process-
ing. Original introduction of many advanced types
of instruments has been made by Foxboro. And

THE FOXBORO COMPANY, 1820

today, further significant Foxboro developments
are just swinging into production.

Field Engineers Needed

The Foxboro Company now is expanding its sales
staff to serve demands of peacetime industries.
Permanent positions are open to the right men.

Primary qualifications are sales aptitude and
mechanical, electrical or chemical engineering
education. Experience in instrumentation or elec-
tronics is desirable but not essential, as complete
training course follows employment.

Apply by letter, giving complete outline of edu-
cation, experience and personal statistics.

Neponset Ave., Foxboro, Mass.

Makers of

CREATIVE INSTRUMENTATION




260

SIMPLEX-TIREX
Electric Welding Cables

. . . for shipyards, railroads, pipe
lines and any construction or re-
pairs where electric welding con-
tributes to efficient production.

Subject to W.P.B. regulations

SIMPLEX WIRE & CABLE CO.

79 Sidney Street, Cambridge, Mass.

Samson Cordage Works

Boston 10, Mass.
Herbert G. Pratt, ’85, Chairman of the Board

cluding sash cord, clothes line, trolley cord,
signal cord, shade cord, Venetian blind cord,
awning line, etc., also polished cotton twines
and specialties.

i Manufacturers of braided cords of all kinds, in-

SPOT CORD

Our extra quality sash cord, distinguished at a
glance by our trade-mark, the colored spots. Es-
pecially well known as the most durable material
for hanging windows, for which use it has been
specified by architects for more than half a
century.

AMERICA’S LAST SUPERLINER
(Continued from page 258)

After each rotation, of course, a valve had to be returned
to its normal position longitudinally. The complication
of the gear necessary for imparting this motion to valves
mounted on oscillating eylinders and for providing at the
same time a variable cutoff, can be better imagined than
described. The engine of the Adriatic was also unusual in
its use of a surface condenser which furnished fresh water
to the eight large boilers containing a number of vertical
water tubes, two inches in diameter. The boilers furnished
steam to the engines at a maximum pressure of 26 pounds
per square inch and were fitted with a total of 48 furnaces;
it was estimated that coal consumption of all the furnaces
would be about 100 tons a day. The capacity of the ship’s
bunkers was 1,200 tons, giving her sufficient fuel to steam
at full speed for 12 days.

When the Adriatic was launched, Collins and Steers
hoped to have her in service to catch the profitable
summer business of the year 1856, yet trouble with her
machinery proved so serious that not only the summer of
1856 but also most of 1857 passed before the ship was
ready to sail. The unusual valve gear proved almost un-
workable, and in addition much trouble was experienced
with the surface condenser. At one time plans were made
to remove the entire installation of Allen’s plug valves
and to substitute a type of poppet valve and variable
cutoff gear which was proving satisfactory on many
American beam and side-lever engines. The substitution,
however, proved impracticable, and the engineers of the
Novelty Iron Works and the Collins Line returned to the
task of making the Allen valves workable.

In August, 1856, the Adriatic then not having left New
York for Liverpool on her maiden voyage, Congress
sealed the fate of the Collins Line by serving notice of its
intention to reduce the subsidy. Collins decided to go down
fighting, however, and on November 21, 1857, the Adri-
atic cleared from New York for Liverpool with 38 first-
class passengers in accommodations capable of holding
over 300 in comfort. There was a final exasperating delay
due to trouble with the valve gear after the ship had actu-
ally cleared, and she did not leave New York Harbor until
the 23d. When once the Adriatic got to sea, she proved
fast and comfortable, on some days reaching the almost
unheard-of speed of 15 knots in the open Atlantic. The
voyage to Liverpool was not, however, an unusually fast
one, the ship reaching Point Lynas at 9:00 .M. on De-
cember 3, after a run of 10 days 4 hours from New York.
Had she proceeded direct to Liverpool, the passage would
have been made in about 10 days 8 hours, but Captain
West, in consequence of bad weather, prudently decided
to lay to for the night off the mouth of the Mersey and did
not get under way to ascend the river until nearly high
water of the next flood tide. Upon her arrival in Liver-
pool, the Adriatic was greatly admired for the beauty of
her lines and the luxury of her appointments. These, how-
ever, were characteristics incapable of doing much to
bolster up the tottering finances of the line, and in Jan-
uary, 1858, after the return of the Adriatic to New York,
the Collins Line suspended operations.

The end of the Collins Line was undoubtedly hastened
by the fact that the late months of the year 1857 and the
early months of the year 1858 were marked by a serious

(Concluded on page 262)




AFTER the wooden-cap machine
was redesigned by Taft-Peirce
engineers. Transformation com-
plete, inside and out!

This manufacturer's machine, which
made wooden caps and closures for
bottles and containers, was getting left
in the ruck by newer and more versatile
machines which could produce plastic
caps in quantity and in color. So he
decided to pack up his trouble and Take
It To Taft-Peirce.

Taft-Peirce Contract Service engineers
redesigned the old machine from the

% FOR DESIGN, DEVELOPMENT, TOOLING, CONTRACT MANUFACTURING . . .

e 27

BEFORE the wooden-
cap machine was re-

designed by "Here ,s h o w

TAFT-PEIRCE

redesigned my
machine”

Taft - Peirce
Engineers.

ground up, gave it new efficiency,
modern appearance, far greater capacity
and finer quality of product.

This is one of hundreds of chapters in
the case-book of the Taft-Peirce Con-
tract Division, coveringeverythingfrom
the design of a single tool or part, to the
design, tooling, and production of com-
plete machines in quantity.

The Taft-Peirce Mfg. Co., Woonsocker, R. .
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William H. Coburn, ’11 William F. Dean, '17

William H. Coburn & Co.

INVESTMENT COUNSEL

68 Devonshire St. Boston, Mass.

PRECISION-GAUGED
HAIRSPRINGS

——

PRECISION PRODUCTS COMPANY
WALTHAM, MASSACHUSETTS

ROBERT I. BRADLEY ‘20
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DILLON TENSILE
TESTER

Checks tensile strength of several hun-
dreds of specimens daily on production
ine or in lab. For compression, transverse
or tensile testing. Self aligning grips, max-

mum indicator, 7 different capacities up to

110,000 Ibs. N, Pl e D)
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Weighs only 132 Ibs. Calibrated with Morehouse ring for split accu-
racy. Stands only 37 inches tall. Easily motorized and can be used
with extensometer if desired. For rounds, flats, or special shapes.
Precison built yet low in cost. Send specimen for price quotation.
Delivery only 10to 14 days! Write for illustrated 8 page folder in color.

LW C. DILLON & CO., e, ***"actedionon™ J

AMERICA’S LAST SUPERLINER
(Concluded from page 260)

financial panic affecting not only the United States but
practically the entire civilized world. This, in combina-
tion with the reduction of the sybsidy, made it impossible
for the line to continue in business. All the ships of the

company were sold at auction on April 1, 1858.
/

/ In 1859 the Adriatic was placed in service for a short

time between New York and the port of Aspinwall in
Panama. She did not, however, prove profitable in this
service and was again laid up. The Adriatic’s final ap-
pearance in the north Atlantic service was as a ship of the
Galway Line, an Irish organization which attempted to
operate a fast express service between the port of Galway
in western Ireland and Halifax. The Adriatic was trans-
ferred to British registry before being placed in this serv-
ice, in which she distinguished herself by some remark-
ably fast passages. Unfortunately, she was not supported
by running mates of equal caliber, so that the line suffered
the fate of all transportation organizations which cannot
maintain a reputation for reliability, and was forced to
suspend service. After the Galway venture the Adriatic
was laid up for some time in England and was then con-
verted into a sailing vessel, as such making a few voyages
from England to San Francisco. Later she became a
storage hulk on the west coast of Africa, where she existed
at least until the early Nineties.

Though a failure, the Adriatic holds a position of con-
siderable interest in the history of the ocean-going steam-
ship. Not only was she the last American vessel built to
be the largest and fastest liner on the north Atlantic, but
she also had the largest wooden hull ever built for service
on that ocean and one of the largest wooden hulls ever
built, her size having been exceeded by only one or two
Pacific Mail wooden paddle steamers built nearly two
decades later for service between San Francisco and
Yokohama. The Adriatic’s failure was due partly to finan-
cial conditions for which her designers were in no way
responsible. It was also, however, partly due to the fact
that the ship embodied some features which were out-
moded and other features which were so new as to be prac-
tically untried. The wooden construction of the Adriatic
was unquestionably a mistake. She could have been built
of wrought iron, the iron steamer Michigan having been
built on the Great Lakes at least 12 years before work was
commenced on the construction of the Adriatic. On the
other hand, the use of a new and untried type of valve
gear on engines of unprecedented size no doubt con-
tributed largely to the failure of the Adriatic, in view of
the fact that her short career was persistently marred by
engine trouble.

Though the withdrawal of the United States from the
express luxury liner business on the north Atlantic over
80 years ago is almost unquestionably indicative of what
might be called a lack of national interest in the merchant
marine, it is probably fortunate that we possess no ships
of this type at present. After the war, people willing to
pay premium rates for fast passage across the Atlantic
will almost certainly go by air. The postwar liners with
the greatest future will therefore probably be large — but
not extremely large — comfortable, moderate-speed ships
such as the Manhattan, Washington, and America, un-
questionably three of the most successful liners of the
late pre-war period.
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PENFLEXWELD

CORRUGATE D NN

FLEXIBLE
ALL-METAL
TUBING

for SAFE conveying of your air, oil,
| steam, gases and volatiles at

PENFLEXIBLE steam
line on laundry mangle

PENFLEXWELD is a one-piece, one-material jointless flexible Tubing. Its corrugated
construction expands and contracts with temperature alternations . . . provides flexibility
and develops high resistance to bursting, cracking and crushing. Finished outside and
inside diameters are equidistant from the mid-thickness line of the plain tube wall,
providing you with a uniform wall finish that resists fatigue, pressure and prevents seepage.

PENFLEXWELD is a high-pressure Tubing. Standard Braided and Protective Sleeve Types
have bursting pressure range from 12,500 psi in 5/32” I.D. to 1,150 psi in 2” LD.
Pressure range may be increased with special braids.

}
i PENFLEX COUPLINGS for PENFLEXWELD TUBING.
SOLSEAL —for general use—designed for service where temperatures do not exceed
250 degrees F.
METSEAL —for high temperatures—a positive metal-to-metal joint. No packing used,
il metal must break or melt before joint separates

PENFLEXWELD TUBING and COUPLINGS are described in Bulletin 90 C. Write for it.

még

PENNSYLVANIA FLEXIBLE REK NG O,
7211 POWERS LANE PHILADELPHIA 42, PA.

Established 1902




/;n)'eur
uH- &
ny

G\‘C\
i R A

e
AL
01\}50 F
L/)U g
rn rry

M
and




g

AR
L AN ’ ARk ATRS
¥/ & Gl
. v e 23 E ’?%
Qubtscte, Arreg J?&w fe o
Srtool,

‘ B.ean Jur
,(4‘7 ,.af: ci/wwywwf o A, /&r/”x
%W./Q;’V-ﬁ%’( @ a= },f"\ 'C'L'w NN W e

an &

v} WG-7. /(W «'"":3 3 d -/ p
J«ya«m M‘,«,/ ;,c/( % 4 PR % p d/ ol (Lr).
5 /«KM A~ " ﬂ .S ann Gt ﬂa‘( et~ LGost
? J _d~ A cov-ed W.,..,L(A , /ﬂwm( :.‘MW:.)L*, AL hfﬁu,ﬂ'(’
) J i ’Z‘/’f ? /&J Ao a/j by Aol ;21,;_,\ :
yg""z\,f 0:;2 wef?? , 7/ _,tﬁ /;uma_; 7,1»—\4(},9/’: B AN
/b’z\.t ,éfg»w:f A Wt{ %v—-,y,i/,jf;l éf‘zda

pre o

..fwv'/ sHakey . J /4\4/ ;
v i i}‘) “;)/ﬁ\ «'(T U\IM QA'/M}--{' .4-;; A

|
)

Yol et
W%——? w,% A i , :
Q- e ZZ“’ in ket sohs” Praayen-aariin
& co /ﬁw‘f\ b Y, I LT Zl v
4 oy 7 . ; e
s by lfe, 19

m,@/ 70?( o O /"7 . Dy B

Wt
94" 5 >
/‘;R /v ik (/ o
%jy»v«_«c#%-:‘ L

J var
o 3 G AT ¥t

;o
S Lond g4 3
7 . f% (e %@){ Aol S L
RS g, - < o,
P’ B Pl b 7



3 PP LB e
.‘M /w—-« M@ ,d»@.%% iAol 7&\

’.Q/ ,(r-?/-«’r (o 4 /("ﬂvgg&&w‘ f (v -’ﬁzfﬂ? d;d, :
AN Sforebiad, ! AR 4]‘/%‘&&{;923

yx«wfvx/ R e Lo P Cﬂ""‘”"‘/&"lfw oo eyt ¥
il g e e Lt

7 ¥ <A o '/ . 0 ;/ t s
: /5"”!7"’/) W e ﬂr-jeé Wh}é/ % o B
2 /’inCa.r"ﬁ:‘,n yex Ca’/@?x L, & ,.,_7375 ki Ll
s g ,@J\f J«%J éi{m' d‘lw—‘}'a v Sebaaa
yva "f{—,ﬁé Otdazﬂh Zx“.\.«xﬁ‘-wn ﬂ:w\ __Zji% (\,ﬂm

y
/,, o g alle;

el Ay
i ‘
ke

o Lo 5] IR
/ G SR Sl oy Lreg @~

S




‘ _ VI ' S Apadl lst, 1946.

CMr, Ferl Antrim, o
219 Wolly,
Nempa, - Idaho.

Deﬂr Mr.fﬁntrim.

: Many thanks for yours of the 25th enclosing check for

$50,00 which I assure you was mich appreciated. I will try apd

Craturn the favor, The buyer is a good friend of mine and T

did not want him to think that he was being cherged prices
beyond all reason. I suppose that many collectors do not fully
apprecinte the fact that 'the present inflation hass greatly
affected.philgtelic vaiues, and hence they get the ldea that
they are veing held up and robbed, I doudbt if ne would be im-
terested in qelang the 8.L. Uﬂpalo gcover, but nevnrtheless”I'll
wvite btm, BRI : R “- :

Rogawuing the throe covers turt you sent mes The %wF. & Co.
‘.COVOP probably orlﬁinated at ‘sane remoto California post office
g and was entriusted to WeFe & Cos to transmitei THe WeF. & Coy <stamp
e ~ insured 6e‘ivery ag stated: “T0 be dropred in New York Post . Offico.
Phis stamr was sold at m-price to tncludé the 10¢ postage and the
Welli % Cos fees At the San Francisco office’ i¥awas nandstamped in
© blue and the 10¢ 18681 applied. The letter was garried cash, via
“Panama, by 8 W.¥e & Co4-Express les Jsengers These mﬁssenge*s carried
UPpeasure”, 1ie.; gold, Valuable express snd maill: such as thig cover,
b Tha~cover could have oﬁlgiqated in. Ban ‘“aﬂcisco but wenprall; an
S 1tem 11Ke thiq origlnated elsewhcre.’ ALy :

s i Re - the Vormon Island ‘covers This originated 1w the east
© and was sent at the prepsaid 1851-1855 rate of six cents to ‘ormon - :
- Island, Calif,, vhere it was forwarded to Auburnm, Calif, at the local

unpaid rate of 5y Thus 57 was due on dellverys I cannot aokKe. out [
. the post office of erigin mor the state, I am no authority on
Q‘Western\Frankﬁ Put my cuess 1s that when the leiLter reached:&uburn,
Al SN longﬁr residing 4t Vormon Island. MNiners moved from One camp w0
e G Anobler. and RS My Perry probablv gave WeF, '& Coy an order to the.’
S o Pale - ab Horuon Igland to &elive; ‘his mail te: %.P. & Co. who would
tranamit A% tO hin, G e
5 p W 3 5

"”‘ Re -the thmrd cover. }13 Was 8 %~ng10 rate letter Irom o
TR ',Londen ta New York in 1864 sent from London unpaids The "19 cents" .
© o wag applied at London and representad the British share of the 24¢
'/ .. to be collected in New York. ' Due to the Civil Var, gold was at a .
‘P“;xpremium, and international settlements were-in gold, hence the
A Rew Yark postmark atipulated that *hﬁ sur due was 2474 in gold or

1t was handed over to W.F. & Goe to deliver to the sddressee, who was' 5



#2, Mr, Earl Antrim, April lst, 1946.

58¢ in U, S, Notes. This letter was conveyed by a Cunard ship,
‘Rence "Br, Pkt" in the N.Y. postmark, :

Stampless covers such as this one are most interesting
and they are not rare, generally bring about a dollar each,
Believe me when a collector obtains a proper appreciation of
rates and markings, philately really becomes a most interesting
avocation,

The 244 rate:was divided as follows:
et Rritish domestic 37

Sea carriage 16¢

UWw S. donestic 5¢

On ‘cach . pilece of niail, an accounting . was kept, “If econ=
veyed 1n a British Packet, the British share was 19¢, ours 5¢&.
If conveyed in an American Packet our share was 21¢, the British 3¢.
I am -sorry that you wereznotb able to stop off here on that
eastern trip but ‘T Lrust that youw will make & returm Lrip gti'an
early Adate.

I.Aam olad that you obtaimed some of-the covers.Trom thens .
Nollowell cbllectien, * I sold him guibte-a few nice "Pueket"” covers
and ‘also & small’ lot of Confederates, . I'was also pleased to learn
that “you gof someé nice  Idaho Territoridls ‘from.the Chase gollections
I haven't a thing in Idaho, and 1 do 'mot need to tell you how wery
secarTce sueh covers really are, :

ve Hoved lash Monday-and we areéiin a“terrible.mess, “Ihen
el stralghtened out I'1ll gend you mome Packet covers.
b g v '

02

i de oA - ~aar
vithibeat: repgards. =

Cordially yours,

v A«

e



Dear Stan: I didn't mnt yoﬁ to miss
about you-. the nice things that is.

need it back.

United States

Notes and Comments
BY PHILIP H. WARD, Jr.

MORE CHATTER

A stamp will be issued on June 1st
to commemorate the 150th Anniver-
sary of the adoption of the first state
Constitution by Tennessee. A stamp
will follow for Missouri later. Be-
ing the President’s home state the
occasion should be celbrated in some
unusual way. Mr. Eugene N. Cos-
tales has shown us an 1861 30c re-
issue from his next sale with a sharp
distinct New York supplementary
mail cancellation. Most of this series
are unknown to us in cancelled con-
dition. Mr. C. H. Chappell advises
that he had located the 1933 80c light
green wine stamp, rouletted 3%z
similar to the 1916 series. We be-
lieve if sufficient study were given to
these stamps that complete sets could
be found rouletted both 8!z and 7.

We have been told that all four of
the high values $20, $40, $50 and

$100 in the reissue have been seen on

the West Coast. To date we have
only seen the $20 and $50.

We have just located an Express
Mail cover cancelled “Fort Jessup
La. Apr 24 (1838) in blue. It is
addressed to Major_J. H. Hook,
Washington, D. C.\Mr. Stanley B.
Ashbrook is looking for a home with-

““Now Cometh Noes Flood”

Or so it seemed to us after our recent
ad in Mekeel’s for

Black Diamond Stamp -Mounts

In all our business history we have
never had such a response or such a
flood of orders. In consequence, be-
cause of current shortages, we have
gotten far behind in our deliveries.
‘We are gradually getting caught up
and sincerely thank our customers for
their patience.

We are, of course, anxious for new
customers for these wonderful mounts,
but delays in delivery of from two to
four weeks may be expected, until we
can again build up a reserve.

We have Sample Packets on hand,
at 25¢ each. With these comes a list
of sizes and prices, with a description
of the mounts and how to use them.
The list will be sent separately on re-
ceipt of a 3c stamp. For those who
did not see the former ads, the BLACK
DIAMOND MOUNT is a cellulose ace-
tate mount, of plate-glass transparen-
¢y, with black background, made to fit
all singles and blocks of United States
stamps. It is, we think, the finest
stamp mount to be had at any price.
As full details are set forth in the
Price List, we regret that under pres-
ent conditions we cannot enter into
any correspondence regarding these
mounts.

Why not get into our popular FA-
MOUS QUOTATIONS Contests? The
first person to send in the source of
the quotation heading this ad will re-
ceive a packet of 50 BLACK DIAM-
ONDS free.

ROBERT FULTON STAMP COMPANY

1005 Chestnut St., Philadelphia 7, Pa.

all the things Mr. Phil had to say
So here 1s my copy of Mekegls. I dont

BRITISH EMPIRE STAMPS

128-page catalog lists

Commonwealth of Nations.

none-too-plentiful stamps.

Devoted to one of the most po,_alar of all
the special groups, this beautiful illustrated
from Aden to Zanzi-

bar — the 20th Century Issues of the British BRITISH
E WP

So far as we
know, “British Empire Stamps” is the only
publication of its kind in the world; and since
it is backed by what we believe to be the
most comprehensive existing stock of British
20th Century issues, we feel certain you will
find it invaluable: both as a reference list,
and as a convenient source of supply — at
favorable prices — for these attractive but

Sent for 10c to Cover Mailing

Postage Stamps of the

H. E. HARRIS & CO. - Transit Bildg. - BOSTON 17, MASS.

Fine Stamps for Discriminating Collectors

in a radius of 100 miles of Washing-
ton or Philadelphia. We wish him
luck for we would like to see him in

ome few months back one of
merica’s foremost students of early
nited States issues, recipient of
some of the world’s most important
philatelic medals, was dropped from
the Royal Society because he was no
longer considered an ‘“amateur”.
While he has collected all his life
and has possibly done more in the
way of philatelic research than any
man living, nevertheless they have
considered the fact that he has dis-
posed of a few stamps in behalf of
several friends, hence classifies him
as a professional. What we would
like to know—who is an amateur? A
man can make collection after collec-
tion and then sell them direct to a
collector and be considered an “am-
ateur” but if he breaks the collection
and sells them piece by piece, he is
then considered a professional. We
contend that not one collector out of
ten is a real amateur and this applies
to some of our foremost collectors.
We can recall, however, two collec-

IMPORTANT NOTICE

Marquette Album Users

The 1940-45 pages for The Mar-
quette Sectional Album are available
as follows:

United States Postage, 14 pages,
Space No. 1031 to Roosevelt
Series inclusive, post free..At 48c

U. 8. Sec. 2, 4 pages Spec. Del.. At 21¢

U. 8. Sec. 2, 4 pages Air Mail. . At 21¢

U. 8. Sec. 3, 6 pages Ducks.... At 21e

Remit in 1¢, 2¢, or 3¢ stamps for th-”'
pages desired.

UNITED STAMP CO.

22 W. MONROE,
CHICAGO 3, ILL.

Wl

April 29, 1946

MEKEEL'S WEEKLY

tors who have never sold a single
stamp except through a professional.
One of them had a few blocks which
his best friend wanted at $20,000.
Did he sell them direct—no—he
turned them over to a professional to
sell to him and thus handed the deal-
er a $2,000 commission. This collec-
tor in our mind is a real amateur.
How many of them are there? Few,
we would say. Apply such a test to
the membership of one of our well
known foreign philatelic associations
who permits amateurs only and we
would say that their membership
could be counted on your hands.

The Philatelic Foundation recently
organized in New York, permit only
amateurs on their expert committee.
Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook writing in
his Research Bulletin, from which we
quote by permission, states: %

“I have gone into this subject in
some details because of the rule laid
down by the Philatelic Foundation
of New York, which makes eligible

0} atelic Society of Lo o
In a recent auction our atténtion
was called to an Atlanta Provisional
not heretofore known, namely the
“Atlanta Geo PAID 5" Scott’s # E1
printed on pink paper. The cover
happened to be patriotic with an
eleven star Confederate flag waving
over a tent and cancelled Atlanta Ga

3 the same sale there

a scene in blue entitled; \
charge at the taking of Fort Donel-
son.” A pair of the 5c locals is tied
to the cover with a blue Dublin, Va.
postmark.




(1) 500 U, 8, (100 var.), 1861-1945. .8$1.00
(2) 100 diff. U. S. commemoratives.. 1.00
(3) 40 U, S. Revenues, 1861-1917 ... 1.00
(4) 40 diff. U S Postage Dues .... 1.00
(b) Scott’s, 572, 78, 838, 834 ...... 2.00
(6) 40 diff. U. S. cut square env. - 1.00
(7) 40 diff. U. S. Post, 1851-1900 1.00
(8) 20 diff. U. S. Airs @ Spec. Deliv, 1.00
(9) 15 diff. U. S. Telegraph stamps . 1.00
(10) 20 diff. Canal Zone ........:. 1.00
All for $10. Cleveland CADY, Tenafly, N.J.
Colombia Sucre bi-color ... (9) 1.60
Greece provis. & Venizelos (10) 1.00

Mexido United Nations
Organ. airmail & postage (11) 15.00

New Zealand Peace 1.34

Poland Pictorial, Warsaw before

& after Nazi rule imperf . (G) 1.95
Russia Blections . ... ...... (3) .44

Postage required with ordus under

$1.00

GENERAL STAMP CO.

Ly TANKEL
100 NASSAU STREEY,

1946 Used Air Mail

PRICE AND CHECK LIST

Now available plus all issues of the
PhilgteRe Trends, the paper everyone is
talking about. Price 50c but deductible
from the first order of $5. Compiled, Pub-
lished and issued exclusively by tf

A GEORGE HERZOG
68 Nassau Bt., N. ¥ 6. 1%

Used Airmails

Searce Somali Coast triangle set..50c

A very complete stock on hand in-
cluding most new issues. Send your

want list,
AVION

408 West 115 St.,, New York 25, N. Y.

DOMINICAN REPB.

AIRMAILS

¢1... BO[C16. . .. 76,C32 .06, C46 .05
C3... JgB|C18.. .12(C83.. .10]C4T.. .30
C4 .26[C19.. .12 C34 05|C49 .25
CbH .80/ C20.. .12 C35 25/C50.. .05
C6 a5 C31. . 12 C38 25/ CH1 .25
C17 b0l:C22. % 12/ CBT 40(Ch2.. .35
C8 20(C23.. .05 C38 40/ CH3.. .20
c9 J6C24.. .26 C39 95|Cb4.. .26
C10 15| C25.. .40 C40 03 C55.. .06
C11 JA6'C26.. .26 C41 03:Cb6.. .36
C12 26 CR27.«. bbb C42. . 1.00yCb67. . .28
Cci3.. .60, C28.. .40 C43.. .06 ChB.. .26
C14.. b €29.. .80 C44.. .35 CH9.. .50
C15.. 26 C31. L1.90 C45..1.20 C60..1.00

Postage extra undex $1.50

M. E. BOSLEY

A\

ME(HI%LQVAKIA

Satisfaction or refund.

Complete list with orders. [86&87

FRED S. MARTIN, GREENE, N. Y.

All catalog numbers gquoted in this pa-
per are those from Scott’s Standard
Postage Stamp Catalogue unless other-
wise specified.

USED AIRMAILS

PRICE LIST FREE:

TRUVAL TRANNG GD ;
95 leerty St., New York 6,

Page 882

6714 No'west Hwy., Chicago 13, Ill.

0% to 70% Discount From Catalogue

If you are purchasing at least $5.00 or more from approval selections, it will pay

you to send for one of our fine selections at the above discounts.

The cheapest

way to fill your album. Most all countries represented. No U. S. Reference please.

BAY STATE STAMP COMPANY

44 BROMFIELD STREET,

BOSTON 8, MASSACHUSETTS

Airing The Air Mail

The New Air Mail Society is now a
definite fact, having been incorporated in
the State of New York on the 12th. of
April 1946 as a non profit organization,
and named AERO-PHILATELISTS
INC. They will function as a collectors
society, as no dealers will be eligible to
vote or hold office although they may be-
come members and use advertising space
in the Society’s publications. Aero-Phi-
latelists Ine. shall publish a bi-weekly
news bulletin, but as soon as it is practi-
cally possible, this will definitely be put
on a weekly basis. They also aim to pub-
lish a quarterly magazine, which will con-
tain illustrated articles based on research,
authenticity, classification and other per-
tinent and desirable information that the
collectors need.

The editorial, art and merchanical
board contains Aero-Philately’s outstand-
ing personalities the list of officers are all
advanced collectors in aero-philately
among who we find, the comptroller of
one of New York's Largest Banks, an
en;:uwel with international fame, a super-
visor of the N. Y. State Board of Law
Examiners, an insurance underwriter, the
art director of Eastman Kodak Co. num-
erous attorneys of stock brokers and
prominent industrialists and merchants
connected with some of America’s leading
houses. Names of all these gentlemen
will be found in the prospectus of the
society which will be mailed out to the
general public on or about May 10th.

There are two classes of members—
SPONSORS at $25.00 per annum and
associate members at $5.00 when collec-
tors see the prmpoctus they will wonder
how they can receive so much for their
$5. dues and it would be impossible, had
not the individual members who started
this organization donated paper, printing,
postage, their time and money.

This society has no desire to compete or
to be run counter to the interests of any
other philatelic organization. Its creation
was caused entirely by the non existance
of any organization that dealt with, pub-
licized, promoted or was interested main-
Iy in Air Mail stamps of the world, which
the rapidly increasing numbers of new
as well as the many advanced collectors
needed.

MINT NETHERLANDS, 1941-46

JUST ARRIVED — 6 NEW VALUES
Portrait of Queen 15, 17%, 221, 25, 40,
50e. These are a continuation of the Lib-

eration set of 1944-45 of 9 val. Pictures
are: Soldier, Pilot, Ship and Cruiser, and
5 of the Queen. Sgl. Blk.
6 New Values, as ahove st gy, 830
Liberation, 9 val,, as above .. .60 2.30

Charity, 1941, Rembrandt (5) .. .40 1.50
1944 Winter Help, Mother and

Child e e 32 1:28
Child Aid. Dec. 1945-6 (5) 22 .88
Post Congress, P.T.T. 10c yellow
i (1) .10 .38

ay of Stamp, Coach 71/>c (1) .08 .30

dmiral Set, Complete (17) ... .85 3.20

Postage extra under $2.00

FRANCIS J. GROSS
230 Ocean Parkway, Brooklyn 18, N. Y.

MEKEEL'S WEEKLY

Those who are interested in obtaining
a prospectus and application blank, can
write a penny postal card to the editor
of Mekeel’'s, who will see that the ahove
will be sent to them, as soon as received
from the printers.

This is the first time that collectors
have taken things into their own hands, to
obtain and create what they desired, the
dealers have their own orgamzatlons for
their own advancement and protection,
and now the opportunity is presented to
the collectors to do something for them-
selves, and it is hoped that they will get
behind this movement and promote their
own interests.

The first publication of the News-Bul-
letin will be June first. As this much
desired publication will only be sent to
members of record, it is adviseable to file
your applications before that time. All
instructions will be contained in the pro-
spectus and application blank.

The most astounding and unbelievable
thievery was just dlscovered by a New
York dealer when through the help and
cooperation of a fellow competitor dealer,
he found that one of his trusted em-
ployees has been robbing him for the last
14 years of stamps amounting to from
$100. to $300. per week or for a total of
about $150,000,00 in the 14 year period.
The employee confessed, and admitted the
amounts mentioned herein to be the cor-
rect figures. At this time, it is not known
Jjust what disposition or action this dealer
wll take against the man, and the persons
who bought the stolen stamps.

To those that have occasion to send
stamps or other valuable contents to Mea-
ico, be sure that they are registered. This
columnist just had the unfortunate ex-
perience of losing a valuable air mail
shipment, and we have the word of the
President of the wlexican Stamp Dealers
Association that this is a rather common
state of affairs in Meaico. So a word to
the wise should be sufficient.

Don’t forget that Scott’s new Air Mail
Catalogue will be published in May, order
now from your dealer or take a chance of
not getting it. This one should be a
honey. AIll axis issues, up to date pric-
ing. Plenty of new information never
published before. And only $2.

MINT CHINA

Propaganda-Offer!
250 different unused China in COM-
PLETE SETS including 2 sets Air-
mails, Victory issue, ATOMIC BOMBS,
occupation-commemoratives, ete.

$18 — only

First-Flight-Cover, Fam 14, Transat-
lantie, $3.50 only. Cash with order, re-
fund if not satisfied, order by airmail.
First-Day & Occupation covers.
-

“FESTACO”

FAR EASTERN STAMP CO.

Post-Box 639, SHANGHAI, CHINA

April 29, 1946




The Premieres Gravures of 186

During the last several years, nu-
merous articles have appeared in the
philatelic press in regards to the Prem-
ieres Gravures of 1861, but, without
exception, they have been based on
supposition rather than fact. One
student advanced a new theory con-
trary to everything that had been pub-
lished before, and, as is the usual cus-
tom, others seconded his observations,
for it was easier to fall in line than
express an independent opinion. Mr.
John N. Luff, in his monumental work
on the Postage Stamps of the United
States, designated them as actual post-
age stamps of a first design, which he
described as premieres gravures. This
theory had been accepted since 1896,
when they were first discovered, until
recently when Mr. Ashbrook, Mr. Bra-
zier, Mr. Brookman, Mr. Rich and
others began to call them “samples”,
“proofs”, “trial colors”, “essays” or
what have you. :

Our article on the subject in MEe-
KEEL’s for Aug. 14, 1944, stated, “We
have never contended that the Luff
theory was correct nor that the Ash-
brook theory was wrong. No docu-
mentary proof has been presented in
cither case. We have said that Luff’s
theory has been accepted for fifty
years, so why substitute another?” In
one of our earlier articles, we men-
tioned as a point in their favor the
fact that they were printed in sheets
from plates, not dies, and we doubted
if any bank note company would go
to this trouble and expense in submit-
ting a bid when the “call for bid”
simply requested a sample of their
work. Mr. Ashbrook, in his recent
booklet, quoted our remarks and re-
ferred to the sheets of essays of the
1869 series as an answer.

We suggested that the files in Wash-
ington be examined so we could have
“facts” not “theories”, and, having
taken our own advice, have located a
letter which will throw documentary
light upon the subject. Remember,
these are official government records
and not figments of our imagination.

As the term of James Buchanan as
President of the United States was end-
ing and Abraham Lincoln was about
to be inaugurated on March 4, 18671,
the minds of the country were turned
to the possibility of a war between the
states. States were seceding, and there
was little doubt but what only a
miracle could prevent a conflict.

Montgomery Blair took office as
Lincoln’s Postmaster General, and,
judging from his actions, he realized

Oct. 16, 1944

By PHILIP H. WARD, JR.

that it would not be well to have
thousands of dollars” worth of stamps,
which represented money in the North,
in the hands of the South, should a
conflict start. Just about three weeks
after taking office, he endeavored to
remedy this condition by preparing for
a new series of stamps which could be
held from enemy hands.

On March 27, 1861, to be exact,
proposals went out for a series of post-
age stamps, and it was announced that
bids would be opened at twelve noon
on April joth. Delivery of stamps
was expected to start on July 1, 1861.
The proposal further stated, “Each
bid is to be accompanied with a speci-
men of the style of engraving and the
quality of paper to be furnished, which

Y

will be submitted to a board of dis-
interested experts or artists for exam-
ination”. Three bank note companies
submitged bids of various figures based
on the manner in which the stamps
were to be packed and delivered. These
companies and their bids were Ameri-
can Bank Note Co. 15¢ to 18c per
1,000, National Bank Note Co. 12¢ to
14¢, and Toppan Carpenter & Co., the
contractors for the 1857 series then
in use, 14€ to 18c.

The bid of the National Bank Note
Company was accepted. A memoran-
dum in the files, signed by the Post-
master General, Montgomery Blair,
docketed “Proposals for Postage Stamps
and acceptance of National Bank Note
Co., May 10, 1861”, reads:—

“Post Office Department
May 10, 1861

“Accepts proposal of National Bank Note Co. for Postage Stamps at twelve

cents (12¢c) per thousand stamps, separated in such quantities as may be daily
ordered for the use of Post Offices and securely packed, agreeably to clause 4 of
the advertisement of the Department dated 27 March 1861 (a copy of which
is hereto annexed) including the direction of packages and preparing blank
receipts, as described in clause five of the advertisement, and delivering the same
into the Post Office at New York.

The Postmaster General also reserves the privilege of requiring, whenever
he shall deem it expedient, that the packing, directing, preparing receipts, and
delivery as above, shall be at the Post Office Department for two and a half
cents (2%c) per thousand stamps additional, making fourteen and a half cents
(14%c) per thousand, agrecably to the proposal of the said Company.

It is further provided, agrecably to the terms of the advertisement (above
referred to) that before finally closing a contract the National Bank Note Co.
shall prepare designs and furnish impressions of the engravings of the several
denominations of stamps, in sheets, perfectly gummed and perforated with
samples of envelopes and boxes for packing, in every way satisfactory to this
Department.

(Signed) M. Blair

P. M. General”
“perfectly gummed and perforated”
and in “sheets” of the “several denom-

(Continued on Next Page)

DUCK STAMPS

As the result of our frequent ads on Duck Stamps, we now wish to buy anything
in these issues, more particularly, RW1 (blue), RW5 (purple), and RW6 (brown), but
will be glad to buy anything, both used and unused, in any condition.

PR80, NEWSPAPER SPECIAL PRINT

The 2¢ intense black, PRS0 (Cat. $30.00), issued in 1883, is missing in most collec-
tions. We recently bought a little lot of 25 of these; as usual, they are not well centered,
but at the very special price we are making, believe they will prove attractive. "We offer
singles at $9.95; block of 4 $49.50. .

There are two other Newspaper stamps on soft paper with which this stamp can be
confused: PRBH7, 1879 issue, which we offer, a good unused copy, at 35c, and PRI,
which is really much scarcer than the catalogue would indicate, price 68c. The three
2¢ stamps for $10.75.

POTATO TAX STAMPS: Short Mint Set of 10 $3.20
CANADA 2¢ KING EDWARD IMPERF., No. 9a, MINT, Singles, 25¢ ea.; Blocks, §1.00 ea
R38c, 10c PROPRIETARY, BLUE: We can furnish a single copy for 85¢; block 4, $3.25

1879, 1c INTERIOR DEPARTMENT, ON SOFT PAPER (096)

This value has always been one of the scarcest of the soft paper departments. We
offer a fine unused copy. with original gum, for $5.75. and an extra fine copy, almost
perfect centering, for $9.50.

#157, 2c BROWN CONTINENTAL PRINTING

We offer a brilliant mint single, perforations just touching .at top, at $2.25, and a
mint block, same deseription (cataloguing $25.00), at $10.00.

A copy of our New Fifth Edition 1944 U.S. and B. N. A. Price List will be sent gladly
upon receipt of postage.

STANLEY GIBBONS INC. 38 (M) Park Row New York, (7), New York A
MEKEEL’S WEEKLY Page 243

Just read that last paragraph again
—the Government orders these stamps,
not samples, or proofs, but s-t-a-m-p-s




Approval Selections

We have a splendid series of Approval
Books arranged alphabetically. Thousands
of those medium priced hard to get items
which are never found in the average selec-
tion. All priced very reasonably. We will
gladly send a m'lmlmn on request. Please

enclose reference,
ik i e i v AN
AMERICA’S
LARGEST CATALOG OF SETS
1944 EDITION
(ILLUSTRATED, 196 PAGES)

New Issues to June, 1044

Miniature sheets compl.

Airmails compl.,, used and un-
used

Semi-Postals—almost compl.

Commemoratives—almost cpl.

Brit. Jubilees, Coronations, cpl.

Brit., French. Dutch, ete., Cols.

Regular issues 19th and 20th
Century

General Collections

Packets by countries, ete.

Albums, catalogs, etc.
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Sent PRERE only on receipt of 10 cents
(Canada 15¢) to cover forwarding
charges. (Deductible from your first
purchase of $1.00 or more.)

NEW YORK STAMP CO INC.

559 Fifth Avenue [cow2
New York, 17 NEW YORK.

DO YOU SPEND A DOLLAR
or More a Week on U. S. Stamps?

you owe it to yourself to look into
my ftried and tested Plan for building up
representative U. 8. Collections. Write for
free details of my U. S, Plan today.

THOMAS F. WHITBREAD
WEST CUMMINGTON (Box-M), MASS.

U. S 19th CENTURY—--Used

If s0,

153 2.50 179 45 208 .... 1.30
154 .... 4.00 ISON ol T2l 90
160 ,... 225 188 coxei a0 22
ROE s ool Bh) 1bo o Sy e (1) itk
163 co O 88 L. 4l A5
{5 1.50 I8 o Jew D 75
6.50 190 .... 1.20 .80

scount on $10.00 worth or lﬁnre
R. J. LEWINSON CO. /94 E
525 West End Ave., N. Y. 24, N. Y.

U. S. WINES

clean — uncut — very fine

RE17T ¥e .... .60 new 15
26 be .. 1.25 new .20
31 2¢ 6.95 new .35
RO 99 new a9
82 $4.80 2.50 new 1.10
90 1 8¢ e SO new o 12 "m

103 48c .... 145 new 1.2

WANTED TO BUY: REM), 4’1, 59, 79, 83.

WILLIAM T. ADAMS

Box 1104 San Jose 8, Oalif,

EMCO MONTHLY JOURNAL

Interesting Stamp Articles — Origi-
nal Information on Counterfeits and
Varieties. Don’t Miss A Copy.
Subscribe Today! b0c a year.

PATRIOTIC ENVELOPES

Use them in writing your friends.
10 Different Designs, 100 for $1.00.

1944 APPROVAL BOOKS

We have made up brand new ap-

proval books. They contain medium,
cheap and better-grade stamps at rea-
sonable prices. Ask us to send a book
from your favorite country. If you are
a new customer, give references, and
mention~this ad. We will give you a
free one year’'s subscription to our
“Emgco Monthly Journal”.

MARKS STAMP CO. LIMITED
258 College Street Toronto, Ont.
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SOUTH & CENTRAL AMERICA

U. 8. and other Foreign. If not on

drop me a card.

ZONE

First MID-ATLANTIC STAMP SALE

of the season contains a fine lot ol material from the above Countries,
'Ly mailing list or if address has been changed,

1 have some nice sales in preparation.

NUMBER,

H. A. Robinette, 900 F St., N. W., Washington 4, D. C.

BRITISH WEST INDIES

as well as

please.

The Premieres Gravures

inations”. In other words, a complete

series of stamps — a first issue —
premieres gravures — to be delivered
before the final closing of the con-
tract. Call these “special prints”

should you so desire, but here we have
a signed document by the Postmaster
General instructing the National Bank
Note Co. to prepare a series of stamps
to be furnished under the formal con-
tract.

In passing, it will be interesting to
note that the second designs were pre-
pared and issued previous to the sign-
ing of a formal contract, for we find
in the Post Office files a letter dated
Sept. 2, 1861, from the Secretary of
the National Bank Note Company
stating the contract had been approved
by their Board of Governors on that
day and the formal contract between
the Department and Company is dated
Nov. 5, 1861, nearly three months
after the stamps had been issued.
Montgomery Blair, Postmaster General,
signs for the Govunmcnt while R. J.
Oakley, President, and James Mac-
donough, Secretary, sign in behalf of
the Company. In the contract we es-
pecially note this clause:—

“And the said party of the second
part further agrees that they will not
prepare or permit to be prepared in
their establishment any similar dies,
plates or engravings from which
printed stamps might be issued resem-
bling those prepared for the Post
Office Department.” In other words,
specifically instructed not to prepare
any stamps of the same or similar de-
signs except on behalf of the Post
Office Department. This undoubtedly
formed a part of the verbal contract
under which both issues were prepared.
The letter of May 10, 18671, shows the
premieres gravures were ordered and
prepared “stamps” under Govern-
ment instructions after the awarding
of the contract and not as some of our
late writers surmised — as “samples”
to accompany the bid.

Just picture the times — May to
August, 1861 — the war in progress,
thousands’ of dollars® worth of stamps
usable as postage in the hands of south-
ern postmasters. The Post Office,
anxious for new stamps, calls for their

issuance immediately — before the
final closing of the formal contract.
The new stamps arrive — they are

needed for postage and are supposedly

MEKEEL’S WEEKLY

promptly distributed. Most of them,
perhaps, went abroad as examples of
our new stamps for guidance of for-
eign governments. Mr. B. W. H. Poole,
in writing of this issue, states, “It is
a well known fact that most of the
known copies of these rare ‘August’
stamps come from abroad, and it is
fairly definitely established that their
sources were foreign post-office depart-
ments to which they had been sent by
our government as specimens of a
forthcoming issue”. We know that it
was customary to send stamps to for-
eign governments in the early days,
for we found in the same files a copy
of a Post Office letter of a few years
later transmitting stamps to Sardinia.
We cannot say what countries received
stamps and under what rules and regu-
lations, but we have as mentioned,
official information that they went
abroad.

It gives us much pleasure to be able
to produce the only official document
that has as yet been discovered and
presented, which shows us that a first
or preliminary issue of the 1861 series
was actually ordered by the Post
Office Department. That the stamps
were prepared and delivered by the
National Bank Note Company after
they had been informed of the award
of the contract and not prepared to
accompany their bid and lastly, with
conditions as they were at the time,
we have more reason to believe that
the stamps were distributed for postal
purposes than allowed to remain in the
files unused.

To say there are no used copies
around is beside the point. Where are
the used copies of certain denomina-
tions of the 1861 reissues; where are
the used copies of the 1875 special
printings as well as many other cata-
logued varieties?

As a matter of fact, a used copy of
the 30c was sold in a recent Harmer
Rooke Sale; a 12¢ was purchased by
Mr. Williams of Baltimore in one of
the Morgenthau Sales of about 18
years back; the 1c and sc are known
with a target cancellation — some
have designated this an “experimental
cancellation”, but, like the theory
more recently presented in regards to
the stamps — it is simply someone’s
$ay-$0.

With these new “facts” "at hand,
would we not draw the conclusion that
the “Luff” rather than the *“Ash-
brook™ theory is correct?

Oct. 16, 1944




'IRE AUCTION

November 30th
be lllustrated Catalogue
Include A Want List, Too!

AMP COMPANY
NEW YORK 17, N. Y.

#397-400a

two central ovals are the portraits of
King Charles 1I, under which is the
inscription “First Constitution, 1664”,
and King George VI, — “New Con-
stitution, 1944”. The portraits are
framed by the two Jamaica Maces.
The subject of the 3p and the 10sh is
the fine modern Institute of Jamaica.
This handsome building was completed
in 1941 and houses the Art Gallery,
Lecture Hall, Historical Gallery and
Museum, “a visible sign of evidence of
the cultural and educational advance-
ment of the people of Jamaica”. On
the 4% p is the old House of Assem-
bly situated in the “Square” of Spanish
Town. It probably dates from 1762,
and Spanish Town was the seat of
Government until 1872, when it was
removed to Kingston. The view shown
is taken from an old etching. The 2sh
stamp signifies “Labor and Learning”.
It shows a youthein the rays of the sun
of 1944, which heralds a new era for
young Jamaica. In one hand he holds
a hoe, the emblem of agriculture, and
in the other hand the torch of Learn-
ing. At his feet are other symbols of

DREIGN. Select British Colonies and
ia Half-Lengths specialized.

»art of the Fine 80-Volume Collection

UR COLLECTION”—
is Great Holding.

More Foreign

1logues Today!
ast 57th St., N.Y.22, N. Y.

MEKEEL’S WEEKLY

USED U. S.

At Attractive Prices

401-404
424-440
-Ih'2~ =78

W. C. PHILLIPS & CO.

750 Main Street Hartford, 3, Conn.

$50,000.00

[ have this amount immediately avail-
able for the purchase of your United
States or Foreign collection or accumu-
lation.

May I hear from you concerning any
stamps you may wish to sell?

ARTHUR C. LANE
School St. Boston, Mass.

ALGERIA,Petain Sec.Nat.,4 &1Frs 1.20
FRANCE, 369B, 50c Mercury ..... .85
-Mh 80c Petain, .25; 4.47, 450Frs .75
452, Masseret, 1.50; 453 Stendhal 1.20
454, Blondel, 1.10; B132 ........ 1.50
TFR. COLONIES, 83 varieties Semi-
postal Airpost Children’s issue
complete, 24 colonies
FR. MOROCCO, 1.50 La Victoire.. .11
19 val. local print, average cent. 4.80
MADAGASCAR, Secour Natl,, 2 v. 390
Mayotte-Nossie-Be Comm.
RUSSIA, Minsky Perf.,, mint 1
used .
FALKLAN

4

-

moz>xm

Postage extra under $1. Free Pricehqts

K“..CHE (3) 3019 Faivmount Ave,

Atlantie City, N.J.

#1. LIBERIA TRIANGULAR ZOOLOGICAL

issue, 6 different complete — Abyssinia —
Malay States and other British — French —
Portuguese Colonials and Asiatic States.
The 107 different, $1.08.

i AN/ ES S

#2. ECUADOR — U.S. CONSTITUTION
and other Airmails — United States at-
tractive — Nicaragua ete. The 185 dif-
ferent AMERICAS,. $1.45.

#3. SWEDEN, good selection of com-
memoratives — ete. 50 different, 72c.

H#4. SPAIN from early up to the recent
issues, 50 different, 65¢.

5. Czechoslovakia Carrier Pigeon set —
’\Icthelland 1944 Liberation Issue — Azer-
baidjan First Issue Set — Russia nice se-
lection — Vatican City — ete. The 248
different EUROPE, $1.25.

The 5 collections, instead of $5.15, for
$1.00 only to ADULTS REQUESTING AP-
PROVALS.

FRASEK CO. White Plains, N.Y.
AMOUS Whiifield King’s
OR New Issue Service
'FTY Ask for leaflet giving full
YEARS details and order form.

Whitfield King & Co., Ipswich, Eng.

Established 1869.

Labor and Learning, which are in-
tended to balance each other. The §sh
is another symbolical design. In the
center is the flag of Jamaica floating
above a blue tropical sea. At the left
is the New Constitution, and at the
right a profile of King George VI.
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An Open Letter
From Clarence W. Brazer

Oct. 17, 1944.
DEear PamLie H. Warp, Jr.:

Please accept my hearty congratu-
lations upon finding the May 10, 1861,
letter from P. M. G. Blair, as published
in MExeeL’s for Oct. 16, 1944.

Shortly after these papers were
found in moving to the new Franklin
post office building in 1934, I tried to
see them, but was refused because they
were “not ready to be shown”. I did
elsewhere find the Advertisement for
Proposals and the Contract, which I
was the first to publish in the Col-
lector’s Club Philatelist for July, 1941,
pages 183 to 185.

This letter of award of the contract
not only quotes from the Advertise-
ment for Proposals the requirement to
furnish proof impressions (see p. 184,
second paragraph) but adds “in
sheets, perfectly gummed and perfo-
rated”. While “designs” were not re-
quired with the bid, and the A. B. N.
Co. did not submit same, the Toppan,
Carpenter & Co. and the National
Bank Note Cq. did submit die essays
with their bids. The N. B. N. Co. die
essays were the premieres gravures de-
signs of which this letter of May 10,
1861, orders plate impressions (not
samples). All bidders had to submit
“specimens of the style of engraving”.

The letter you publish fully sup-
ports my History of the Preparation
of the U.S. 1861 Stamps as published
in that C. C. P. On page 173, center
of page, I estimated it may have “re-
quired most of May and possibly some
of June”. “So in June (not August),
these Premieres Gravures plate essays
were printed”. In the first paragraph
on page 176, I stated, “I# must have
been known before June 1, 1861, that
the contract would be awarded to the
N. B. N. C.”, and gave the the reasons.

Nothing in this letter of May 1o,
1861, changes anything in my His-
tory! Ashbrook to the contrary. See

my answer to him in American Philat-
elist for August, 1944.

The P. O. D. from time to time
ordered many printings of stamps
(proofs or essays), many of which
were “rejected” or “not approved”. I
believe you go too far in claiming that
because this letter placed an order, that
the premieres gravures were approved
and sold to the public as an issue of
stamps. You offer no proof of this,
nor has anyone else. If you can find
such documentary evidence, you will
win your case, but so far there is none
yet produced by anyone.

The 1847 law authorized the P. M.
G. to issue stamps “‘as evidence of pre-
payment of postage”. 'The Federal
Court of Philadelphia, Judge Maris,
has ruled that postage,stamps are not
obligations nor securities of the U.S.
Government.

I have seen many of the cancelled
copies of the premieres gravures that
have come upon the market in the last
twenty years, and all but one or two
(smears) had the same target cancel-
lation excellently applied. We have
examples of “trial cancellations” by
the N. B. N. C. on trial color proofs
always well designed and perfectly
applied.

On page 173, line 34, of my C. C.
P. History, L. also said the premieres
gravures “were probably sent to For-
eign Governments in June”. I believe
if you read that History thoroly that
you will find it correct. Ashbrook was
not the first to take up this study, but
a follower who has added little new
that is correct. I first wrote about
these Essays (since 1941 listed in the
U.S. Essay Catalog) in Stamps in
March 25, 1933, wherein I listed the
many variations in designs of the un-
finished premieres gravures essays and
the issued stamps.

The North Hudson Philatelic Society
will hold its annual Card Party on
Friday evening, Nov. 17th, at the Up-
town Club, 7405 Bergenline Ave., North
Bergen, N. J.

SELL YOUR STAMPS IN THE NEW YORK MARKET
through
LICENSED AUCTIONEERS

We are not Stamp Dealers; but Licensed Auctioneers, under bond to the City of New York. As our busi-
ness islimited to the sale of stamps for others than ourselvcs on a strictly commission basis, our only interest lies

in securing the highest possible prices for the owner,

of stamps of any kind, let us handle them at auction for you.

lfyou are considering selling your collcctlon or holdings

Immediate cash advances, up to $50,000.00,are al-

way s available, and desirable material can be depended upon to bring top market prices atour Sales,

HUGH C. BARR, Inc.
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An Open_Letter
From Stanley Ashbrook

100 Henry Court,
Ft. Thomas, Ky.

Dear Mr. Stilphen:

A number of my good friends have
written, urging me to make a reply to
the recent articles in MEKEEL’S on
the “Premieres Gravures of 18617, by
Philip H. Ward, Jr. If any of the
readers of the WEEKLY consider that
a reply from me to Mr. Ward is in
order, may I state that my views on the
subject of the mythical issue of 1861
are fully set forth in my lengthy article
entitled, “The Premieres Gravures of
1861”, which was published in the
“Stamp Specialist”, yellow book edi-
tion;- also in my recent book, “The
United States Issue of 1869, Preceded
by Some Additional Notes on The
Premieres Gravures of 1861”. If any-
one has any doubt about the true origin
of the “Premieres”, may I respectfully
submit the evidence as set forth in my
two studies as above mentioned.

I could reply to Mr. Ward and could
point out the fallacy of the claims as
set forth in his two articles, but what
good to American Philately would this
accomplish?

Serious-minded collectors who hold
no bias are fully capable of weighing
all the evidence in the case of the
“Premieres” and forming their own
conclusions, and no mere arguments by
Mr. Ward or myself would be apt to
change their opinions.

In MEKEEL’S of Oct. 16th last,
Mr. Ward produced a Post Office De-
partment “Order” bearing the signa-
ture of M. Blair, Postmaster General,
and dated May 10, 1861. Mr. Ward laid
great stress on the last paragraph of
this order, and read into it his own in-

terpretation,

In October, 1868, Postmaster Gen-
eral Randall issued a similar Post
Office Department “Order” accepting

the bid of the National Bank Note Co.
This 1868 order will be found on page
30 of my current book on “The Issue
 of 1869”. I suggest that those who are
sufficiently interested in this subject
compare the order of May 10, 1861,
accepting the bid of The National Bank
Note Co. with the above-mentioned
“QOrder” of October 3, 1868.

I doubt if anyone would dare to claim
that the “samples” of 1868 (known as
the 1869 Essay s) were ordered in this
1868 “Order” of the Postmaster Gen-

eral, because the known facts prove
that such was not the case. Yet in a
similar order of 1861, Mr. Ward read
into the last paragraph his interpreta-
tion that the ‘“samples” of 1861 were
ordered in the May, 1861, Order of the
Postmaster General.

In MEKEEL'’S of Aug. 14, 1944, Mr.
Ward published a copy of a letter
signed by Rawdon, Wright, Hatch &
Edson, dated March 20, 1847. In this
letter it was stated, quote:

“The undersigned propose to en-
grave steel dies and to provide stegl
plates for five and ten cent stamps for
the U. S. Post Office Department, etc.”

Here we have nothing more than an
intention, a proposal to use steel plates,
and this letter does not contain any
positive evidence that the proposal was
accepted by the Postmaser General or
that steel plates were actually used, yet
Mr. Ward stated:

“This proves conclusively that Mr.
Ashbrook’s theory of the copper plate
is 100 percent wrong.”

Thus Mr. Ward brushed aside and
disregarded all of the circumstantial
evidence that I presented in several
lengthy articles on this controversial
subject. I doubt if anyone can deny
that the evidence was greatly in favor
of copper.

There is no question but what the
Rawdon letter that Mr. Ward discov-
ered casts grave doubts on the correct-
ness of my copper plate theory, but I
do not agree with Mr. Ward that the
Rawdon letter proves conclusively that
my theory is 100 percent wrong.

Mr, Ward deserves the sincere thanks
of all serious students of our postal
issues and postal history for the dis-
covery and publication of this letter.
It is indeed a grand contribution to the
cause of philatelic research work in
which so many of us are deeply inter-
ested.

TLet us hope that further search by
Mr. Ward in the Washington records
will lead to the discovery of the actual
contract for the 1847 stamps, that is,
if such a document was ever executed
and still exists. The actual contract
would surely settle once and for all the
question of steel or copper plates, and
until such conclusive evidence is dis-
covered, may I request that all who are
interested in this controversial subject
maintain an open mind and await
further evidence before accepting Mr.
Ward's opinion as final proof that
Ashbrook was 100% wrong. It is en-
tirely possible that Mr. Ward may be
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Sent upon request.

F. W. KESSLER

500 Fifth Ave. New York 18, N.Y.

UNITED STATES Specials

1922-25, $5 carmine and blue (#573),
Very fine USED block of 4, Price $2.50
7£837, 838, 852, 853, 854, 855, 856 and 857,
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Price 50c
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VAHAN MOZIAN INC.
505 5th Ave., New York (17)

DO YOU SPEND A DOLLAR
or More a Week on U. S. Stamps?

If so, you owe it to yourself to look into
my tried and tested Plan for building up
representative U. 8. Collections. Write for
free details of my U. S. Plan today. [S1

THOMAS F. WHITBREAD
WEST CUMMINGTON (Box-M),  MASS.

U. S. COVERS

Well diversified stock of stamped and

stampless. We can probably supply
many of your wants.
SPECIAL OFFERS — Four 3¢ 1851

covers, different shades ........... $1.00
20 different U. S. covers before 1900.$1.00

AARAN STAMP SERVICE

2 Arlington Street Cambridge 40, Mass.

WE BUY

and Pay More
for Fine U. S.

Mint.Used Parcel Post
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B16C ..o 108N 80 12 .... 9.00 1.90
(s EE s 130 .90 | €18 240 2.00
Any 10¢c F. Amer. . .mint 18 used .05

We will pay the prices offered for
stamps in fine condition. Send any
items incl. complete Semi-Postal Set
Kuropean Nations and British Cols. Sets
for our examination, with your prices.
You will have cash by return mail while
holding your stamps for your accept-
ance.

DENA Stamp Store

750 Market Street San Francisco 2, Calif.
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right and that my copper theory is
actually in error, but in view of all the
circumstantial -evidence that I have
presented in different articles, I think
it is only fair to.ask that all such evi-
dence be not disregarded and brushed
aside simply because of this Rawdon
letter making a proposal to employ steel
plates.

Sincere and honest philatelic students
strive to present the truth to the col-
lecting public, and they earnestly try to
avoid errors in their research work.
I am convinced that the collecting
public is fair-minded and that they do
not welcome the injection of personal
attacks, wisecracks, etc., etc., in- phila-
telic articles of a serious character.

Sincerely yours,

Stanley B. Ashbrook

Nov. 27, 1944
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Foreign New Issues

J. Avery WeLLs, Editor — Box 30, Jackson Heights, New York.

Algeria — Postage Due or Tax —
We have received the 20c green
Mosque of Sidi Abd-er-Rahman, Type
A2, overprinted in red with a large
capital =1I°* and “olso’. It is pre-
canceled. —Colonial Stamp Co.

Colombia — Postage — The 1c
green Simon Bolivar Portrait Type
Ai7s has now been locally litho-
graphed on coarse unwatermarked pa-
per with hard crude gum, making a
most unattractive stamp, but probably
a local necessity.

France — Many new issues are
coming from-Liberated France, indus-
triously gathered from the local Post
Offices by American soldiers who hap-
pen around. We shall catalog them as
we see them:

Postage—A group of four stamps
of the Iris Type Agg appear to have
been issued since the Liberation since
they bear the “Republique Francaise™
as usual. The values are 8oc blue
green, 1fr bright blue, 1.20fr purple,
1.50fr brown orange.

Postage — Probably the forerun-
ner of the new permanent issue is a

handsome 1.50fr deep rose engraved by
de La Rue. The design shows a profile
of Marianne in her Liberty Cap. “RF”
is in the upper left corner, and the
Lorraine Cross in the upper right cor-
ner. Laurel leaves form the side bor-

ders, and the value is at the bottom.
Postage — A late Vichy issue is
a handsome horizontal pictorial 1g5fr
black brown showing Chenonceaux.
This is not one of the oldest of the
French chateaux but is considered a
very beautiful one, and the picture
shows its lovely gallery arches reflected
in the waters of the Cher.
—Colonial Stamp Co.

Honduras — Air Post — The prom-
ised Air Post stamp commemorating
the opening of the new Agricultural
College is a 21c green showing a pic-
ture of the completed building. It is
printed by the American Bank Note
Co. and in their usual neat style. A
fat pineapple is suggestively placed in
the lower left corner, and in the lower
right corner is a small bunch of
bananas.  The inscription translates
“Stamp Commemorating the Opening
of the Pan- American Agriculture
School in the Villey of the Zamorano,
Tegucigalpa, D. C., Department Fran-
cisco Morazan”.

—Mr. Martin Aguero H.

Tunis — Postage — Two late Post-
age values are the 4fr black & ultra-
marine and 4.5ofr dull olive & brown.
Both are large horizontal oblongs of
the typographed El Djem Amphl-
theatre, Type Arx3.

—Colonial Stamp Co.

The Collectors Club of Baltimore,
Inc., elected the following officers for
the year 1944-45: President, H. P.
McEntee; Vice Pres., Hamilton A.
Hooper; Secretary, Mrs. H. P. Mec-
Entee; Treasurer, Mrs. Ruby Natt-
man; and Librarian, Dr. Huntley Lloyd.
The Annual Banquet, held at the
Stafford Hotel in Baltimore, preceded
the election.

H. R. Harmer Auctions

EUROPE, Jugoslavia through Wurttemberg. Also
DEC. 11, 12 Independent Countries of AFRICA & ASIA.

DEC. 19. 2( UNITED STATES and Possessions, including Sheets,
2 Commemoratives, Revenues, etc. Europe & British
Empire, including Specialized GREAT BRITAIN.

GENERAL SALE,
EUROPE and a Fine AIRMAIL Collection.

JAN. 3, 4

Send for Catalogues Today!
H. R. HARMER, Inc., 32 East 57th St., N. Y. 22, N. Y.

including British Empire,

WANTED
SHEETS OF 1c LONGFELLOW

We find that we are short of this item and
will purchase any reasonabie quantity.
Adyise how many you can supply and the
price per sheet.

W. C. PHILLIPS & CO.

750 Main Street, Hartford, Conn.

May I Have Your Want List?

Regardless of what stamp you may need
— either United States or Foreign — I shall
almost surely be able to offer it to you on
approval against your want list provided
only that it is a major variety.

I shall be only too glad to send you any-
thing my stock contains. You may then
examine the material at your leisure and
buy only such items as thoroughly please
you both in condition and price.

May I have your trial list?

ARTHUR C. LANE
44 School St., Boston, Mass.

CHINA, 1942-44, Dollar Values:
H441.. .60; f444...1.10; #445.. 2.20
H447.. 5.50; #448.. 5.50; F#449..11.00
F#456.. 5.50; #462.. 3.30; #463.. 4.40
COLOMBIA, Aug. 15, Sheets of 21 1.95
DENMARK, 272A-76, British Oc-
cupation of the Faroe Islands,
SPATEY L oina e sesie s e b53.75
ITALY, 50c Airpost, new watermk. .18
PERSIA, 1924, 667-80, Ahmed, 14 v.16.75
WALLIS & FUTUNA, 18 v. betw.
#£94-123 overptd.“FranceLibre” 4.80
In our Free November-December Price-
list we offer a comprehensive lot of
FRANCE. Postage extra under $1.

KILCHER (3) 2if Tetemomnpaye.
WE WILL BUY

in any quantity, U. S. or foreign stamps in
collections or accumulations. No item can
be too large or too small to get our indi-
vidual attention.

We will pay the following prices:

mOZ>%

Mmt Used

#294 lc Pan-American $ .05
295  2¢ Pan-American 01
296 4¢ Pan-American .32
297 5S¢ Pan-American 0
298 8¢ Pan-American 1.20
299 10c¢ Pan-American .80
323 1c¢ Louisiana ............ o 10
324 R2¢ Louisiana ...... AL 05
325 B8c Loulsiana ...........: . 1.45
326 5¢ Louisiana ............ B .90
327 10c Louisiana ............ o 1.40

We will be glad to appraise any items you
care to sell. We suggest that you send
same to us for our appraisal and check. We
will then hold your stamps awaiting your
acceptance.

HOBBS STAMP CO
38 Park Row N. Y. 0. #1

OFFERING ... ...
Ascension, Mint Sets

BAI DY, o o v s oo s g
10-21 (12) 16.00
23-32 (10)
33-36 (4)
37-39 (3)

41-49 (10) (not inel. F41A,
444 Ox B . ivuin s o 9.35

From British Africa Collection adver-
tised: First come, first served. We
please or refund, same day.

M. E. BOSLEY
& 301, 228 W. 4th St. QFIS
TLos Angeles-13, Calif.

NICARAGUA
Complete sets of the regular issues of
this country recently arrived, and are
now in my books. Airmails and offi-
cials coming up — may be here by the
time this ad. appears. Ask for either
the regular issues or airmail section,
but don’t forget the references.

JOHN C. VALE

Nov. 27, 1944

MEKEEL’S WEEKLY

P. 0. Box 964 Medford, Oregon

Say MEKEEL’S to Advertisers
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‘#23 Mr., George F. Stilphen, Nov. 9, 1944,
\
In Mekeel's of August 14, 1944, Nr, Ward published a copy of a

letter signed by Rawdon, Wright, Hatch & Edson, dated March 20,
1847, 1In this letter it was stated, quote:

"The undersigned propose to engrave steel dies and to provide
steel pIaEes'ﬁer FIVO and ten cent stamps for the U,S, Post Office

‘Department, etc..

Here we have nothing more than an intention, & proposal to use

steel plates, and this letter does not confain any positive evidence
that the proposal was accepted by the Postmaster General or that
steel plates were actually used, yet Mr, Ward stated:

"T™his proves conclusively that lr, ishbrook's theory of the copper
plate is 100 percent wrong.' '

Thus ¥Mr, Ward brushed aside and disregarded all of the circumstantial
.evidence that I presented in several lengthy articles on this con=-
troversial subjects I doubt if anyone can deny that the evidence

was greatly in favor of copper.

There is no question but what the Rawdon letter that Mr, Ward dis~
covered casts grave doubts on the correctness of my copper plate
theory but I do not agree with lNr, Ward that the Rawdon letter proves
conclusively that my theory is 100 percent wrong.

 Mr. Vard deserves the sgincere thanks of all serious students of our
Fpoatal issues and postal history for the discovery and publication
of this letter, It is indeed a grand contribution to the cause of
philatelie research work in which so many of us are deeply interested.

Let us hope that further search by lr, Ward in the Washington records
will lead to the discovery of the actual contract for the 1847 staups,
~that is, if such a document was ever executed and still exists. The
actual contract would surely settle once and for all the question of
steel or copper plates, and until such conclusive evidence is dis-
covered, may I reguest that all who are interested in this controver-
sial subject, maintain an open mind and await further evidence belore
accepting Mr, Werd's opinion as final proof that Ashbrook was 1007
wrong. It is entirely possible that Mr, Ward may be right and that
my copper theory is actually in error, but in view of all the cir-
cumetantial evidence that I have presented in different articles, I
think it is only fair to ask that all such evidence be not disregarded
and brushed aside simply because of this Rawdon letter making a pro-
posal to employ steel plates.

Sincere and honest philatelic students strive to present the truth to
the collecting publiec, and they earnestly try to avoid errors in thelr
research work. I am convinced that the collecting publie is fair-
minded and that they do not welcome the injection of personal

attacks, wise-cracks, etc., ete. in philateliec articles of a serious
character.

My dear NMr. Stilphen I will be greatly obliged if you will be so
kind as to publish this letter, in an early issue o liekeel's.

Sincerely yours,




Thursday, October 26, 1944

LINN’

New Ward Theory On
Premieres Gravures
Refutes His Claims

In the October 16 issue of Me-
keel’'s Weekly Stamp News Philip
H. Ward prints a letter, recently
discovered in the files at Wash-
ington which he offers as evidence
that the stamps in question were
regularly issued stamps. We quote
the paragraph on which Mr. Ward
bases his claim.

“It is further provided, agree-
able to the terms of the adver-
tisement (above referred to)
that before finally closing a
contract the National Bank
Note Co. shall prepare designs
and furnish impressions 6f the
engravings of the several de-
nominations of stamps, in
sheets, perfectly gummed and
perforated with samples of
envelopes and boxes for pack-
ing, in every way suitable to
the department.”

Mr. Ward then points out that
the above paragraph from the let-
ter dated May 10, 1861 is ample
evidence that the stamps in ques-
tion are “STAMPS” and not sam-
ples or something else.

We believe that Mr. Ward has
found the very bit of evidence that
defeats his own claims for there
are factors entering into this
question which Mr. Ward over-
looks, possibly because he is so
intent on proving his claims rath-
er than getting at the real facts.

Before going farther, let us look
at the Luff book on U, S. stamps.
I fail to find in this bdok any in-
formation which gives the date on

MOST COMPLETE PRICE LIST OF

Netherlands and Col.
20TH CENTURY SETS.
Send for your free copy.

SPECIAL—Curacao Red Cross,
Mint, 4 values _______$1.08

ALBERT MAGED
172 Seaver St. Roxbury 21, Mass.

COMPARE OUR PRICES

— All Different Collections —
Y P T

which the contract with the Na-
tional Bank Note Company was
closed. I also fail to find at what
date the sample sheets of
Premieres Gravures were deliv-
ered to the Department for appro-
val. Without these dates we are
left in the dark, but it is clearly
implied in the paragraph from the
the letter which Mr. Ward has
found and which we quote above,
“that before finally closing a con-
tract the National Bank Note Co.
shall prepare designs and furnish
impressions of the engravings of
the several denominations of
stamps, in sheets, perfectly gum-
med and perforated,”, ete.

It is therefore evident that at
the date of the letter. May, 10, the
contract had not been closed. We
do not know when it was closed
and we do not know when these
samples were presented fo the De-
partment, but we do know from
the letter quoted by Mr. Ward
that before closing the contract,
these samples had to be present-

This is fact and proof enough
that the Department wanted to see
complete proof, proof that would
show the quality of the print-
ing, the:quality of the gumming
and the quality of the perforating.
Such requests in big printing jobs
are not unusual, big buyers of

printing often demand and
specify complete proofs or a
completed sample before giving

their final O. K.

It is reasonable to believe that
these sample sheets were prepared
and given to the Department, that
after examining them the promi-
nent and pronounced changes
were made in the issued stamps
on order from the department,
that eventually the contract was
signed and made binding and that
the stamps were thereafter legi-
timate U. S. Postage issues, while
the Premieres Gravures were
merely samples to show the qual-
ity of the work that the contrac-

tor proposed to supply.
—Geo. W, Linn

SPWD
tytiser

Stamps Are

Ra_ilr_oad

LrupUsGls ana tne Lo

(Thct,

was the first to publish in



" —
== T R

An Open Letter

From Clarence W. Brazer

Oct. 17, 1944.
DEeaR PaiLie H. WARD, Jr.:

Please accept my hearty congratu-
lations upon finding the May 10, 1861,
letter from P. M. G. Blair, as published
in MExeeL’s for Oct. 16, 1944.

Shortly after these papers were
found in moving to the new Franklin
post office building in 1934, I tried to
see them, but was refused because they
were “not ready to be shown”. I did
elsewhere find the Advertisement for
Proposals and the Contract, which 1
was the first to publish in the Col-
lector’s Club Philatelist for July, 1941,
pages 183 to 185.

This letter of award of the contract
not only quotes from the Advertise-
ment for Proposals the requirement to
furnish proof impressions (see p. 184,
second paragraph) but adds ‘in
sheets, perfectly gummed and perfo-
rated”. While “designs” were not re-
quired with the bid, and the A. B. N.
Co. did not submit same, the Toppan,
Carpenter & Co. and the National
Bank Note Co. did submit die essays
with their bids. The N. B. N. Co. die
essays were the premieres gravures de-
signs of which this letter of May 10,
1861, orders plate impressions (not
samples). All bidders had to submit
“specimens of the style of engraving”.

The letter you publish fully sup-
ports my History of the Preparation
of the U.S. 1861 Stamps as published
in that C. C. P. On page 173, center
of page, I estimated it may have “re-
quired most of May and possibly some
of June”. “So in June (not August),
these Premicres Gravures plate essays
were printed”. In the first paragraph
on page 176, I stated, “I# must have
been known before June 1, 1861, that
the contract would be awarded to the
N. B. N. C.”, and gave the the reasons.

Nothing in this letter of May 1o,
1861, changes anything in my His-

| tory! Ashbrook to the contrary. See

my answer to him in American Philat- |

elist for August, 1944.
The P. O. D. from time to time
ordered many printings of stamps

(proofs or essays), many of which |

were “rejected” or “not approved”. I
believe you go too far in claiming that
because this letter placed an order, that
the premieres gravures were approved
and sold to the public as an issue of
stamps. You offer no proof of this,
nor has anyone else. If you can find

such documentary evidence, you will |

win your case, but so far there is none
yet produced by anyone.

The 1847 law authorized the P. M. |

G. to issue stamps “as evidence Jf pre-
payment of postage”. The Federal
Court of Philadelphia, Judge Maris,
has ruled that postage stamps are not
obligations nor securities of the U.S.
Government.

I have seen many of the cancelled |

copies of the premieres gravures that

have come upon the market in the last |

twenty years, and all but one or two
(smears) had the same target cancel-
lation excellently applied. We have

examples of “trial cancellations” by |

the N. B. N. C. on trial color proofs
always well designed and perfectly
applied.

On page 173, line 34, of my C. C.
P. History, I also said the premieres
gravures “were probably sent to For-

eign Governments in June”. I believe |
if you read that History thoroly that =

you will find it correct. Ashbrook was
not the first to take up this study, but
a_follower who has added little new
that_is_correct. I first wrote about
these Essays (since 1941 listed in the
U.S. Essay Catalog) in Stamps in
March 25, 1933, wherein I listed the
many variations in designs of the un-

finished premieres gravures essays and |

the issued stamps.

oty b e

.
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Philippine Airmail Service

TACLOBAN, LEYTE, PHILIPPINES, NOV. 8—(CORRECT)
— (UP) — UNITED STATES AIR MAIL SERVICE TO THE
! PHILIPPINES WAS RE-ESTABLISHED HERE THIS AFTER-
NOON AT A CEREMONY THAT ALSO MARKED THE RE-
OPENING OF THE TACLOBAN POSTOFFICE.

PRESIDENT SERGIO OSMENA OF THE PHILIPPINES

SENT THE FIRST LETTER BY PLANE TO HIS PHILATELIST

FRIEND, PRESIDENT ROOSEVELT, THE LETTER CON-

X TAINING A SET OF THE NEW COMMONWEALTH VICTORY

w ISSUE STAMPS — A COMPLETE SET ON THE COVER AND
AN UNUSED SET INSIDE.

‘ THE SECOND AND THIRD AIRMAIL LETTERS WERE

' SENT OUT BY BRIG. GEN. CARLOS ROMULO TO SPEAKER

| SAM RAYBURN OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
AND TO CHAIRMAN MILLARD TYDINGS OF THE SENATE’S
INSULAR AFFAIRS COMMITTEE.

—D. REGINALD TIBBETTS

Published by Severn-Wilie-Jewett Co. Portland. Me.

Vol. LXIII, No. 21 NOVEMBER 20, 1944 Whole No. 2811
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In MEKEEL'S WEEKLY STAMP
NEWS of Oct. 16, 1944 (Vol. LXIII,
No. 16, pp. 243, 244), appeared an ar-
ticle hy Philip H Ward, Jr., entitled
“The Premieres bravurcs of 1861".

That paper is based, in part, upon
newly discovered evidence, which the
author claims proves the correctness of
the Luff theory respecting these items,
i. e., that they are postage stamps, and
disproves the so-called Ashbrook theory
to the contrary. Just why credit for
the latter theory is given to Stanley B.
Ashbrook is not <11)p¢1rent since Elliott
Perry and Howard E. Jackson in 1931
cast doubt upon the legltlmacy of the
Premieres Gravures, whereas Ashbrook
did not come upon the scene until 1942.

However, the originator of the illegit-
imacy thcorv is not important, because
there is a more serious and fundamental
error in Ward’s conclusion respecting
the Premieres Gravures, although he is
certainly entitled to great credit for
having discovered a new piece of docu-
mentary evidence in the history of
these interesting subjects. This evi-
dence consists of a memorandum, not
a ‘“letter” as Ward calls it in one
place, of M. Blair, Postmaster General,
dated May 10, 1861, accepting the pro-
posal of the National Bank Note Com-
pany for a new issue of postage stamps
and envelopes. It is not necessary to
requote the entire memorandum, since
the first two paragraphs are not im-
portant for the purposes of this dis-
cussion. The third paragraph, which is
vitally important, reads as follows:

“It is further provided, agreeably
to the terms of the advertisement
(above referred to) that before
finally closing a contract the Na-
tional Bank Note Co. shall prepare
designs and furnish impressions of
the engravings of the several de-
nominations of stamps, in sheets,
perfectly gummed and perforated
with samples of envelopes and
boxes for packing, in every way
satisfactory to this Department”.

This paragraph expressly refers to
the terms of the advertisement of the
Department dated 27 March 1861 “(a
copy of which is hereto annexed)”.
Naturally, when one document refers
to another in such implicit fashion, the
two documents become one and are to
be read together. Ward apparently ap-
preciated the reason for such a rule,
and he actually quoted from one sen-

Premieres Gravures of 1861 -Agam

By Cyrir F. pos Passos.

tence of the advertisement, but only in
part and without indicating that any-
thing had been omitted, althgugh the
part omitted was'a portion of the very
sentence that he quoted. In all fairness
to students, the whole sentence should
have been quoted. It reads in full as
follows:
“Each bid is to be accompanied
with a specimen of the style of
engraving and the quality of paper
to be furnished, which will be sub-
mitted to a board of disinterested
-experts or artists for examination;
and the accepted bidder, before the
final consummation of the contract,
will be required to prepare designs
and furnish proof impressions of
the engravings of the several de-
nominations of the stamps”.
(Bold face by author.)

Thus we have a situation whereby on
May 10, 1861, the Postmaster General
accepted the propmal of the National
Bank Note Company, which had, been
accompanied with a specimen of the
style of engraving (possibly one or
more die essays), which in turn had
been submitted to a board of experts,
who had apparently reported to the
Postmaster General. The Postmaster
General, agreeably to the terms of the
advertisement before finally closing a
contract with the National Bank Note
Company, called for the preparation of
designs and the furnishing of “impres-
sions of the engravings of the several
denominations of stamps, in sheets, per-
fectly gummed and perforated”. Why?
Well, of course, to see what the finished
product would look like before entering
into a contract with the National Bank
Note Company. But these sheets were
nothing more or less than the “proof
impressions” of the engravings of the
several denominations of the stamps
referred to in the advertisement which
the Postmaster General naturally
wished to examine so as to be sure
that “before finally closing a contract
T ” they were J in every
way satisfactory to this Department”.

Thus Ward, by inadvertency or by
not reading the advertisement and ac-
ceptance together, as they obviously
must be read, and by only quoting part
of a sentence and omitting the balance,
drew an incorrect conclusion and has
proved absolutely nothing nor produced
any evidence in support of the Luff
theory. In fact his new discovery tends

WANTED TO BUY---Any Stamp--Any Country !

For Example: WE PAY $120.00 for 1869 Pictorials (Scott’s #112-122), used, very fine.

We urgently need U. S. and foreign stamps! Anything worth while — collections
accumulations, estates, or rare single items. TOP CASH PRICES paid. Send
stamps by’ insured mail for FREE appraisal. No obligations! Immediate reply.

NATIONAL STAMP SALES

276 West 43rd Street
NEW YORK, N.Y

MEKEEL’S WEEKLY

Dec. 4, 1944

to prove the very opposite, because if |

the Premieres Gravures were submitted
in response to the Postmaster General’s
memorandum, as he argues, they were
nothing but “proof impressions” as
called for by the advertisement, the
proposition for which every student
except Luff and Ward have contended
since 1931. That the proof impressions
were not entirely satisfactory to the
Department, for some reason or other,
may be inferred from the preparation
of new dies and new plates for most
of the values of the 1861 issue from
which postage stamps were thereafter
actually printed and issued to the
public.

Ward brushes aside the fact — for |

such it is — that “there are no used
copies (of the Premieres Gravures)
around” as “beside the point” and re-
fers to similar situations said to exist
in some of the 1861 reissues and 1875
special printings. But that argument is
in turn beside the point because it is
well known that these reissues and
special printings were prepared for the
Post Office Department for a definite
purpose, i. €., to supply the demands of
collectors, and were sold by the Gov-
ernment to collectors at the Centennial
Exposition of 1876. The collectors who
purchased these stamps (if such they
are!) had no intention of using them
for postage but promptly placed them
in their albums, thus accounting for
the fact that very few are known post-
ally used. The fact remains, however,
that there is no known used copy of
the Premieres Gravures on cover ex-
cept the 10c type I which was sub-
sequently issued as a postage stamp
and used for postage, and the 24c and
30c denominations for which the origi-
nal plates eventually were used. No
one has ever come forward to vouch
for the authenticity of the few known
cancelled Premieres Gravures which
are off cover.

_ Nevertheless, while Ward’s conclu-
sion is erroneous, as most conclusions
are when based only on part of the
facts, it is an important contribution
toward solving the mystery of the
Premieres Gravures along the lines
suggested by Clarence W. Brazer in
his article in “Stamps” (Vol. 2, No. 15,
p. 519), particularly those portions of
his argument in that and another article
wherein he called attention to the
necessity for different spacing between
the larger stamps of the two designs
and the smaller stamps, also the fact
that an artist is never satisfied with his
work and continues to 1mprove upon it
to the very last moment (“Collectors
Club Philatelist”, Vol. XX, No. 3, pp.
173, 175). Along these lines lies the
correct solution of the problem of the
Premieres Gravures.

)




Additional Notes on the

1861 Premieres Gravures

In our remarks in MEKEEL’s for
October 16th, we quoted from a let-
ter that we had found in the files of
the Post Office Department, dated
May 1o, 1861, wherein the Depart-
ment had specifically instructed the
National Bank Note Company to
“prepare designs and furnish impres-
sions of the engravings of the several
denominations of stamps, in sheets,
perfectly gummed and perforated”.
Mr. Y. Souren, in his notes in ME-
KEEL’s for Oct. 3oth, describes this
memorandum by stating, “the latest
evidence, which, in a sense, is the most
important which has yet been brought
to light, proves that there was an
authorization for ‘impressions of the
engravings of the several denomina-
tions’,” and further remarks, “Here it
is specifically stated that the N. B. N.
Co. ‘shall prepare designs’, obviously
indicating that they had not, at the
time of the execution of this agree-
ment, submitted specific designs for
postage stamps’”.

In other words, there can be no
question but what the Department
actually ordered the “Premieres Grav-
ures” as “stamps” and that they were
not made and submitted with their
bid.

Ms. Souren ably illustrates his re-
marks by showing three copies of the
1861 goc “Premieres Gravures”, call-
ing attention to the fact that they
differ one from the other and states,
“Yet all of these three different de-
signs have been and are being mar-
keted as No. 62. Now — which of
these is No. 622 What are the other
two?”

We can answer that and incident-
ally satisfy in our own minds the ques-
tion as to why some of these first
plates were discarded, exceptions being
the 1oc, 24¢ and 3oc.

Mr. Souren tells us similar variations
occur in the other denominations. Ex-
amine his illustrations described as Fig.
IT, 11T and IV and one will note that
the differences are to be found mainly
at the top and bottom and are due
either to a poor rocking of the trans-
fer roll or else impressions from more
than one relief on the roll. Person-
ally, we would say they wege due to
a faulty transfer.

In 1861, the Department was in a
great hurry for new stamps, as quan-
tities of the 1857 issue are in hands
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By PHILIP H. WARD, JR.

of Southern Postmasters. On May
roth, the Post Office instructs the
National Company to go ahead and
furnish “the several denominations of
stamps, in sheets, perfectly gummed
and perforated”. The company hur-
riedly produced dies, transfer rolls and
plates and submitted the stamps in
sheets. These were made hurriedly,
hence some of the subjects were not
properly transferred. When thesestamps
were submitted to the committee in
Washington, authorized to pass upon
them, they possibly saw these faulty
engravings, which they called to the
attention of the N. B. N. Co. At that
time they might also have suggested
slight changes to the company which
resulted in corner ornaments being add-
ed to the 3c and 12¢, making them
more complete in design. It will be
noted that these defective transfers
were not found on the roc, 24¢c and
3oc plates, hence these were used for
the second issue. ;

When the second plates were com-
pleted for the 1c, 3¢, sc, r2c and goc
and they started working on the
larger quantity, they may have found
that the violet ink of the 24c and
deep orange of the 3oc could not be
so readily obtained or they may have
thought they were using the same ink,
hence the changes in these shades.
Remember how the $2 carmine and
black was issued by the Bureau in

1920, when they thought they had the
exact shade of the $2 orange and
black? In fact, no change in color had
been authorized and they did not
know a change had been made until it
was called to their attention by stamp
collectors. If I recall correctly, ex-
actly the same colored ink was sup-
posed to have been ordered and used.

We have now presented a document
to show that the stamps were actually
ordered, and secondly, have offered a
plausible theory as to why the plates
were discarded so soon.

Mr. Souren in closing, states, “Soon-
er or later, Philately will regard as
‘Postage Stamps’ only such as are af-
firmed to be an obligation and security
of the U.S. Government’.” We have
never seen a document that specifically
described certain issues as obligations
or securities and other issues as other
than securities. The law reads, Title
XIII, Sec. 2328, Par. 2, “The words
‘obligation or other security of the
United States’ shall be held to mean
all ———————— stamps and other
representatives of value, of whatever
denomination, which have been or may
be issued under any act of Congress,
and cancelled United States stamps”.

A strict interpretation of this law
would mean that the numerous com-
memoratives authorized by the Post-
master General would not be obliga-

(Continued on Page 333)

Occupation Stamps, Allied Military Postage

This set of stamps, issued for use in Italy, consists of the 15, 25, 30, 50 and 60 centesimi
and 1, 2, 5 and 10 lire. They appear to have been produced very hurriedly and are for the
most part quite poorly centered. A limited supply enables us to offer the complete set, in
mint condition, average centering, at the very low price of $1.28, post free, blocks 4, $5.00.
We can also offer a very few position sets which should prove of interest to collectors.
We have only a very few of these available. A prompt order is therefore advisable.
Colored Imprint “(Value) ALLIED MILITARY POSTAGE”, Complete set in blocks

o BN HIrE T CUT K00 ClOBE)! v xuviaits vy amvaialals T e o e P L o P oy e $18.
Black Imprint “ALLIED MILITARY POSTAGE, CENTESIMI (or lira) — ITALY” -

in.blocks of 6. except 1L and 2L in- strips of 3, complete set, except 25¢ and 30c,

DIELTO I L I ilials V2 s0a7etare o R Yt TR AU o o aNers = € 14 aVatals tav oak g aVE1 o ATamlie & e rmaRriatars 4eulians Do R a0 S8 BUSL S NP 13.75
Colored Plate No. Blocks of 6, Complete set (5 lire cut too close), including black

Plate Nos. on 1d¢, 50¢ and 5L:: also, Black Plate Nos. only in Blocks of 4, on the

80 15, 21 and 101, Lull set-of 13 Plate BIOCKS TOI .« cviiusenissctivin tomeavnss 3 6 s 25.00
Complete Set of Imprint and Plate Nos. as listed above for ... 55.00

MISCELLANEOUS U. S. COVER OFFERS
We offer a neat, attractive, stampless cover with hand-stamped “drop 1 ct.” in circle
and U8 P O: DISPDAtEh N OCERAZ O <. cvisnains imeiatd s siaias o aamie.s s vielsis tiis steiesbeaeais 1
12¢ 1861, extremely fine copy, deep shade, tied to small, clean cover .. - .
12¢ 1861, very good copy, tied to small, neat cover .................
12¢ 1861, considerably off center, tied to small, neat cover ............... Shs st
1909, 2¢ Lincoln Imperforate, extremely fine copy, tied to cover ...................e
Same, extremely fine copy, tied to cover with extra wide margin .....................
DUCK STAMPS
As the result of our frequent ads on Duck Stamps, we now wish to buy anything in these
issues, more particularly, RWi (blue), RW5 (purple) and RW6 (brown), but will be glad
to buy anything, hoth used and unused, in any condition.
#291, 50c TRANS-MISSISSIPPI — USED

All unusually lightly cancelled for this stamp.

A) Centering just about perfect, exceptionally fine ........ccccieiuiviniineneiinioens $12.50
3) Very fine, centering almost as good, lightly cancelled 9.50
() Fine, perfs. well clear of design, lightly cancelled .........ccociviviiocunaieinens .50
) Perfs. just clear of design ......... $5.95 B) Perfs. just cut design ......... 4.95

STANLEY GIBBONS INC. 38 (M) Park Row New York, (7), New York A
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Approval Selections

We have a splendid series of Approval
Books arranged alphabetically. Thousands
of those medium priced hard to get items
which are never found in the average selec-
tion. All priced very reasonably. We will
gladly send a selection on request. Please
enclose reference.

MAX F. BIER CO.

Box 14 Staten Island, N. Y.

AMERICA’S

LARGEST CATALOG OF SETS

1944 EDITION
(ILLUSTRATED, 196 PAGES)

New Issues to June, 1044

Miniature sheets compl.

Airmails compl., used and un-
used

Semi-Postals—almost compl.

Commemoratives—almost e¢pl.

Brit. Jubilees, Coronations, epl.

Brit., French. Dutch, ete., Cols.

Regular issues 19th and 20th
Century

General Collections

Packets by countries, etc.

Albums, catalogs, ete.

Sent FREE only on receipt of 10 cents

(Canada 15¢) to cover forwarding

charges. (Deductible from your first

purchage of $1.00 or more.)

NEW YORK STAMP CO INC.

559 Fifth Avenue [eow2
New York, 17 NEW YORK

of

£
s
g
$
i
g

Used U. S. Commemoratwes

288 e 0D 29015 878 ... 1.40
235 8 296 .... .43 400a 57
236 26 207 .... 100 403 80
238 ... 2160 299 .... .95 @ 616 1.10
omEl o adg 325 ... 200 619 co . <80
ORBL e B 82T L. LB 6200 oo 28
289 125 328 . A0 821 ... 1.5

. LEWINSON CO.

Entire lot $18 Condition good to fine.
R. égh
526 West End Ave.,, N.Y.24, N.Y.

All catalog numbers quoted in this pa-
per are those from Scott’s Standard
Postage Stamp Catalogue unless other-
wise specifled.

MINT CANADA

picked copies for YOUR album!

4 52 2¢ Jubilee 97 ....... .13; blox .55
90A 2¢ Edward Imp 30; blox 1.20
148 e IDERYE ol v aen o - .15; blox .60

.20; blox .80

116 10c¢ blue
.40; blox 1.75

140 2 on 3c¢ surch.

151 3¢ dark carmine JA1; blox 45
158 50c Blue Nose ....... 1.25; blox 5.00
B3 20c¢ orange Spec. D. .. .33; blox 1.35

WILLIAM T. ADAMS

Box 1104 San Jose 8, Calif.

EMCO MONTHLY JOURNAL |

Interesting Stamp Articles — Origi-
nal Information on Counterfelts and
Varieties. Don’'t Miss A Cep}
Subscribe Today! & Year.

PATRIOTIC ENVELOPES

Use them in writing your friends.
10 Different Designs. 100 for $1.00.

1944 APPROVAL BOOKS

We have made up brand new ap-
proval books. They contain medium,
cheap and better-grade stamps at rea-
sonable prices. Ask us to send a book
from your favorite country. If you are
a new customer, give references, and
mention this ad. We will give yap a
free one year’'s subscription to our
“Emco Monthly Journal”.

MARKS STAMP CO. LIMITED
258 College Btreet Toronto. Omt.
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SOUTH & CENTRAL AMERICA

drop me a card.

First MID-ATLANTIC STAMP SALE

of the season containg a fine lot of material from the above Countries, as well as
U. S. and other Foreign. If not on my mailing list or if address has been changed,

I have some nice sales in preparation.
ZONE NUMBER, please.

H. A. Robinette, 900 F St., N. W., Washington 4, D. C.

—  BRITISH WEST INDIES

Mail For France

Mail service with liberated France
is being extended today to include
personal and business letters not ex-
ceeding one ounce.

Mail will be accepted for the whole
of continental France with the excep-
tion of the territory of Belfort and
the departments of Doubs, Meurthe-
et-Moselle, Meuse, Moselle, Bas-Rhin,
Haut-Rhin, Haute-Saone, and Vosges.
The postage rate is § cents.

The Treasury Department is making
arrangements whereby personal sup-
port remittances to theelimit of $500
per month may be sent to individuals
in France through banking channels
under General License Nos. 32 and 33,
as soon as banks in this country are
able to make the necessary arrange-
ments with French banks. Informa-
tion regarding the transmission of such
remittances may be secured by inter-
ested persons from their local banking
institutions or the Federal Reserve
Bank of their  district. Currency,
money orders, checks or drafts cannot
be used for this purpose. Registration,
air mail and parcel post services are
not yet available.

It is no longer necessary for con-
cerns in the United States and liberated
France to obtain Treasury licenses to
exchange financial and commercial in-
formation and establish business con-
tacts.

Mail To Switzerland

Limited mail service with Switzer-
land will be resumed today, Post-
master General Frank C. Walker an-
nounced last night.

Letters weighing not more than one
ounce, and post cards, will be accept-
ed when addressed for delivery to
civilians in Switzerland. The postage
rate is § cents for a letter and 3 cents
for a post card.

Registration, money order, air mail
and parcel post services are not avail-
able at this time.

Existing regulations regarding pris-
oner of war mail are not affected by
the Postmaster General’s order.

State Revenue Lore
by ELBERT S. AMSLER.

My intention in writing this column
on State Revenues is to show you —
First: WHAT STAMPS TO LOOK
FOR (in order that you may obtain
desirable stamps for either collecting,
trading or accumulating purposes) ; Sec-
ond: HOW TO GET THEM (where
to look, how to remove, etc.); Third:
HOW TO COLLECT AND ENJOY
THEM (tips on trading, mounting and
general information); and Fourth:
ANSWERS: TOANY QUESTIONS
YOU MIGHT HAVE CONCERN-
ING THEM. Any of your suggestions,
information or corrections will be re-
ceived gratefully and cheerfully.

The ignorance of most stamp col-
lectors concerning State Revenue
stamps, their interest and wvalue, is
nothing less than appalling.

All collectors of stamps, whether in-
terested in collecting State Revenue
Stamps or not, should know something
of their value, if only for exchanging
purposes.

The worst aspect of this ignorance,
to collectors of State Revenues, is that
many stamps are lost to them forever
because collectors of other fields think
the stamps are of no important value,
and fail to pick them up from easily
found original sources.

The worst aspect, to those who do
not collect them, is that many oppor-
tunities to add some nice stamps to
their own collection, through trading,
etc., have been passed up.

For example — suppose you were
walking past a Tavern (you don’t
necessarily have to be a drunkard to
be in that position) and saw a choice
6c Columbian on an empty beer case
on the sidewalk. Wouldn’t you stop to
cut it off with the Tavern owner’s per-
mission? Well, figuratively, you have
most likely been in that position and
passed it up — for many State Beer
Tax stamps are worth as much in cash
as the 6c Columbian mentioned! —
And you could easily exchange many
of them for similar items, at least via
the money route.

Generally speaking, the hardest
stamps for State Revenue collectors to
get are State Beer Tax stamps; and
for that reason they are the most valu-
able in exchanging, etc.

In my next column I’ll go into this
a_little further and show you which
Beer stamps to look for. Watch for it.

WANTED TO BUY--Any Stamp--Any Country !

For Example: WE PAY $120.00 for 1869 Pictorials (Scott’s #112-122), used, very fine.

We urgently need U. S. and foreign stamps! Anything worth while — collection
accumulations, estates, or rare single items. TOP C.
stamps by insured mail for FREE appraisal. No obligations! Immediate reply.

NATIONAL STAMP SALES

ASH PRICES paid. Send

276 West 43rd BStreet
NEW YORK, N.Y.
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United States

Notes and Comments
BY: Paimre H. Warp, Jr.

RamMsey Brack HoNORED

We are most pleased to announce
that the Hon. Ramsey S. Black, Third
Assistant Postmaster General, was, on
Nov. 7th, elected on the democratic
ticket Treasurer of the Commonwealth
of Pennsylvania. Mr. Black, we be-
lieve, will leave the Post Office on
Jan. 1st to assume his new duties.

We have had the pleasure of know-
ing most of the postal officials for the
last 35 years and can say that the office
of the Third Assistant Postmaster
General has never been graced by one
more charming and agreeable than Mr.
Black. Stamp collectors will lose a
great friend, but we all wish him every
success in his new undertaking and
expect that some day he will return to
Washington as a member of the Senate.

We hope in the appointment of a
new Third Assistant that a selection
equally as happy will be made.

Since Mr. Roosevelt first took office,
the position has been occupied by those
from Pennsylvania, and the appoint-
ments have been made on the recom-
mendation of Senator Guffy. We trust
he will suggest a further Pennsylva-
nian, and we are today writing him a
letter, suggesting that a man with the
high qualifications held by Mr. Black
will receive his recommendation for
the appointment.

New WINE STAMPS

Through the courtesy of Mr. George
Soulman, we have seen the new green
and black wine stamps in denomina-
tions of 15c, 6oc and $7.20. To date,
we are aware of the actual existence in
philatelic hands of Y ¢, 1¢, 2c¢, 6¢, 8c,
10C, I5C, 19 1/5¢, 24C, 30C, 32C, 36C,
40c¢, 48¢, 6oc, 72¢, 8oc, 84¢, 9oc, 96¢C,
$1.00, $I20y $T.44, $1.50, $I1.60,
$1.68, $1.80, $2.40, $3.00, $3.36,
4.80, $5.00, $7.20 and $100. We
would like to obtain copies of any of
the others.

RUSSIA

SINGLES AND SETS — ALL MINT
Real Bargains Here. Compare Prices

= R R Y e s o o4 St bare ] 02
1610k e s oy e ies aais .04
ml—“Ok (badly off-eenfer) ....... 05

.......................... 5

6" 10R"“Bine.Black ............. 3.00
FORHDI BIROK . ... o voniveon 88
BB el aPeh o ltirm i v o ia o4 25
";4 "37 Complete ................. A5
Y R e v = i o0 Al | e o . .60
S76—4ok .................... a5

New—Medals, d0R (the high \alnu 2.50
Postage Extra on Orders under $%

Satisfaction Guaranteed.

ROBERT FULTON STAMP COMPANY

169 High Street, Portlnnd 8, Maine

s

sets will not be broken.
approval.

Suggest want-list with cash deposit;

happily!

QHQ LOS ANGELES -

STOP PRESS!

NOTE NEW ADDRESS
Breaking up UNUSUAL Collection of

BRITISH AFRICAN COLONIES

Strong in 20th Cty. mint — V/F to Superb; 80% complete. Practically all sets up
m £ (and some of those) since 1925-30. Many hard-to-find 19th Cty., mint and used.
Used 20th Cty. items are being replaced with superb mint when findable. Complete
Sorry, few duplicates, so please do not ask items on

sent with stamps, and they are subject to two-day examination, with usual cash
refund guaranty if not pleased. But, Brother (and Sister), will you be surprised —

M. E. BOSLEY
Rm. 301, 228 W. 4th Street

orders filled as received. Any surplus

CALIF., A

WasHINGTON HAPPENINGS

The 3¢ Moving Picture stamp was
issued on schedule Oct. 31st as an-
nounced just a few weeks earlier. The
Bureau had to prepare and manufac-
ture the stamps so quickly that the
supply for California did not leave
Washington until the day before,
hence had to be flown to destination.
Of the million delivered to the Phila-
telic Agency, only about one sheet in
four was satisfactory for philatelic
distribution, as they were mainly off
center. The sheets were still wet when
delivered. Why does the Department
hurriedly issue new stamps without
sufficient time for the Bureau to turn
out a satisfactory product, or suffi-
cient time to select a design of real
merit. All that we can say for the
new variety is simply that it is an-
other stamp.

We learn on the highest authority
that the Blood-Plasma stamp will be
issued, but instead of accepting the
design which is in the possession of
the Post Office and has been approved
by most who have seen it, they have
requested additional sketches from the
Bureau. We are just afraid that when
they are through they will miss an
opportunity of issuing a real stamp as
they did when the Corregidor variety
was designed.

In the early days, in fact, until
quite recently, serious consideration
was given to the designing of the
stamp, and an appreciation of art as
well as culture entered into the con-
sideration of the design. Today a de-
cision is made haphazardly.

Col. Green Rarities

The November 13th session of the
Harmer, Rooke Co. Sale of Col. Green
Rarities realized $125,014. Y. Souren
purchased the 24¢ Air Mail Invert
block of 8 for $27,000 and the 5c¢ 1902
Tmperforate Uncut Sheet of 400 for
$14,000. Further details next issue.

3

BUY THESE NOW !

VERY FINE U. S. MINT EX-
CLUSIVELY

These sets should be in your collec-
tion before further advances in price go
into effect.

No. Singles. Blox
C13-15 ZEPPELINS ...... $57.00 $227.50
704-15 BICENTENNIAL .. 1.25 4.85
740-49 NATIONAL PARKS .90 3.50
785-94 ARMY & NAVY ... A5 1.75
859-93 FAMOUS
AMERICANS 345 15.00
909-20 OCCUPIED
NATIONS .90 3.50

We hold one of the truly fine stocks
of U.S. mint. Selected specimens only.
Want-lists are cordially solicited, and
we will be glad to submit anything in
very fine U. S. on approval.

NATIONAL STAMP CO.

Russ Building
elll; San Francisco 4, Calif. A

First Day Sales

Oct. 30 — 13c and 17c Spec. Del. —
Wash., D, C. — $42,769.59 — 158,863

Oct. 31 — 3¢ Motion Pictures — New
York — 1,137,136 — $34,114.08 —
176,473

Oct. 31 — 3c Motion Pictures — Los
Angeles (Hollywood Sta.) — 690,429
— $20,712.87 — 190,660

Nov. 2 — 5¢ Korea — Wash., D. C. —
776,620 — $38,831.00 — 192,860

H. E. Harris recently donated 100
albums and 100 hinge packets to the
Pacific Stamp Exchange Club for its
project of helping hospitalized service-
men. Nice work.

TWO FINE COLLECTIONS
JUST PURCHASED

We have just bought two TUnited
States Collections cataloguing over

$22,000.00

During the past three months we have
acquired U. S, and Foreign material cat-
aloguing nearly $100,000.00. Our stock is
the best it has ever heen, and our prices
as usual — reasonable.

May we have your want list?

/B A RAYMOND H. WEILL CO.

407 ROYALTST. NEW ORLEANE 116,

Nov. 20, 1944
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SPECIAL U. S. OFFERS

(1) 100 Diff. 7. S. Commemoratives ...$1.00
2 20 lef U. 8. Airs and Sp’'l Del. $1 00
(3) U.S. Presidentials, %c-$5 35
4) 40 Diff U. S. Re\onue\ (1861-1915) sl 00
(B) INcot NS BT, 884 800 s s $1.10
All $5. Large new U. S, List Free.
CLEVELAND CADY, Tenafly, N.J.

British Pictorial Sets

Complete — Mint — Very fine
George V Colony George VI
$ 6.75 (10) ASCENSION $ 8(;.) (11)

14.50 (10) BASUTOLAND
15.50 (12) BECHUANALAND
9.75 (13) BRIT. GUIANA :
13.90 (12) CAYMAN ISLANDS

2,90 (11) CEYLON
7.25 (11) CYPRUS

5.50 (10) GRENADA

21.00 (14) KENYA 7

21.50 (12) NIGERIA 4.95 (10)
10.75 (12) ST. LUCIA 6.25 (11)
1950 (13) SIERRA LEONE 13.25 (14)
10.90 (10) SWAZILAND 6.50 (11)

Also available to 1 Shilling Value. Send
for PRICELIST of 500 Mint and Used
BRITISH Sets. WANTS FILLED for
Sets and Singles. [12
JOSEPH F. NEGREEN,
108-56M 67th Drive Forest Hills, N, Y.

DID YOU KNOW

that stamps bring very high prices on
the current market?

We are willing and able to follow
this trend and are prepared to pay
cash prices for stamps whether they
are in the form of a highly specialized
collection or just “dumped” into a shoe
box. At the moment, we are also in-
terested in cheap and medium-priced
wsed U.S. postage and revenues in
quantities of 100 or more.

Drop us a line and let us know what
you have to offer, won't you?

Cosmopolitan Stamp Company &\
1457 B’'way (Times Square) N.Y.C. 7&ER

DANIEL F. KELLEHER
7 Water St., Boston, Mass.

Auction sales of fine stamps held regu-
larly in Boston.

433rd Sale —In Preparation

Catalog on request. [eowl

MORE EXPOSITION CARDS

Sets of Colored View Cards
Trans- \Ilssmsxppl, set of 10, on UX14,

MING, TATE .. .00 casisoossions sioiseson $15.00
Calif. Mldwinter (1894), set of 9, used,
franked with 1e¢ Col. adhesive .... 12.50

Columbian sets advertised Oct. 30th and
Nov. 6th still available, also odd mint cards,
Col. and Trans-Miss. for those who want
to complete sets. [11

AVID H. BURR
25 N. Main St., Gloversville, N. Y.

PHOTOGRAPHS OF YOUR
STAMPS

Reasonable prices qlmtw] on request.
“Philately of Tomorrow”, 120-page il-
lustrated booklet doscrihm" scientifie
methods for examination of stamps, 50¢
postpaid. [tf
Philatelic Research Laboratories,Inc.
394 Park Avenue New York 22, N. Y.

R s T e T
50 ALL DIFFERENT CARDS and
COVERS ONLY ... ....$1.00

Includes First Issue Government Post-

cards, Franco-Prussian Military Covers

and Cards, Meters, First Days, Ete.
Refund if not satisfied!

B & D STAMP CO.

P. 0. Box 324w Middleboro, Mass.

[ WAL R A S e
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Foreign New Issues

J. AvEry WeLLs, Editor — Box 30, Jackson Heights, New York.

Algeria — Postage — A Postage
value, which may or may not be the
forerunner of a new series, is a 2fr
scarlet. The design is a lusty crowing
Gallic Cock, with “RF” in_the upper
right corner and the Lorraine Cross in
the lower left corner. The country
name and the value are in the lower
panel. —Colonial Stamp Co.

Argentina — Official Stamp —
The 15c light gray blue (#430A)
portrait of Martin Giiemes, type A137,
is now coming overprinted “SERVI-
CIO OFICVIAL”. It apparently re-
places the r5c Bull’s head which has
heretofore been used in the Official set.

—Mr. L. S. McCaulley.

Chile— Commemorative Postage —
A series of two large stamps honor the
International Red Cross. The 4oc
green, red & black pictures a large
Red Cross with an ancient lamp and
its flame superimposed upon the cen-
ter of the cross. The 1.80p deep ultra-
marine & red has a moderately large
Red Cross at the upper left side above
a twisting serpent drinking from an

ancient chalice, this being the symbol
of Hygieia, Greek goddess of health.
Air Post — Four more values of
the Foreign Air Post set have now
arrived on the hard, white, unwater-
marked paper. The new stamps are
3oc black brown Wings over Chile
APs, 1p deep blue slate Planes over
Globe APg, 2p deep greenish blue
Planes over Globe APg, sp orange red
Seaplane APro.
—Mr. W. E Spanier.

Colombia— Commemorative Post-
age — A series of five locally litho-
graphed stamps are in honor of the
7sth Anniversary of the Constitu-
tion of the General Benefit Association
of Cundinamarca. This is the great
welfare organization supporting the
State Lottery, which in turn supports
the hospitals and charities of Cundina-
marca Province, in which Bogota is
located. The values are 2c ultramarine
& light yellow, sc ultramarine & light
yellow, 20c black & pale blue, 4oc
black & red, 1p black & red. The 2c
shows us the Flag of the Beneficia, and

(Continued on Page 337)

1945 SCOTT

Vol. I — U. S., British Col. .... $2.50
Combined Edition $5.00

CATALOGUES

Vol. IT — Europe, Etc. ............
U. S. Specialized .......... . $3.00°

SCOTT ALBUMS IN STOCK — LIST rREE

GOTHAM STAMP CO. :

1150 Broadway, ,
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BREAKING UP THE WORLD’S

GREATEST COLLECTION

of COMBINATIONS
and MIXED ISSUES of

AUSTRIA and
LOMBARDY - VENETIA

Price List free on demand to Specialists of
these countries, of Combinations and Mixed
Issues in general, and of Forerunners of
Czechoslovakia, Hungary, Italy, Jugoslavia,
Poland and Roumania.

FELIX BRUNNER

505 Fifth Ave., New York 17, N. Y.

War Saving Coils

Dear Sirs:

Will “you please publish the follow-
ing letter as soon as possible?

The September 11th issue of Mekeel's
contained a letter concerning War Sav-
ings Stamps in coil form and an offer
on my part to secure and supply them
without any service charge, to any col-
lectors who were unable to arrange
with some firm in their own vicinity
for the coils to be obtained. Apparent-
ly few, if any, of the collectors took
the time to make their own arrange-
ments, judging from the volume of or-
ders which poured in to me.

Since only five coils of each of the
two denominations were received in
Pittsburgh and most of these were
poorly centered, complications set in
very early so that instead of simply
filling the orders as they came in, it was
necessary to go over each coil and pick
out the copies suitable for philatelic
purposes. Only one coil at a time
would be purchased by the Department
Store, so numerous trips had to be
made there, and by the time the last
roll had been picked from, there were
still quite a few orders unfilled and
many more only partially filled.

A new supply of coils was ordered by
the local Post Office the same day the
last of the original supply was removed
from their stock; however, no coils nor
word about them was received from
Washington, D. C., until several days
ago while I was out of town. (I still
work for a living, and this entire self-
assigned task had to be carried out at
a time when my own work unexpected-

LISTEN 7o the QUIET

The campaign is over.

Let’s

skip the post-mortems and get
back on the job.

If you still have to celebrate—
or seek consolation—get busy
with your stamp albums. You
can have fun and you won’t

annoy your neighbors.

There

are rich new fields to play in—
the Chinese wartime issues,

France, Russia.

And this is a

good time to check your older

issues.

So pull yourself to-

gether and send Scott a want

list.

SCOTT STAMP & COIN CO., Inc.

1 West 47th Street

New York 19, N. Y.

ly became heavy). The word received
is that the coils have been removed
from sale and remainders destroyed
despite the fact that the Bureau's stock
of these items must have been lying
idle until my recent efforts started to
move them. Possibly someone smarter
than I can give a logical explanation
for this action, but to me it brings to
mind an incident wherein one of the
waitresses in a local drug store was
interrupted in her conversation with
another too-tired waitress by the foun-
tain boy remarking, “There are some
customers to be waited on”. Her only
comment to that was, “Oh, they’'ll get
tired and leave”, as she turned back to
the other girl to continue discussing
the nice boy who worked next door.

The information received locally was
to the effect that the Department would
recall all coils outstanding in branch
and district Post Offices, and would
attempt to fill orders from these as
soon as they were returned. That
would be fine, but to my own personal
knowledge after contacting at least 20
or 25 Post Offices throughout Pennsyl-
vania during the past two years in an
attempt to secure copies of these coils,
Mr. Grace (in charge of War Savings
Stamps and Bonds for Western Penn-
sylvania) and one of his clerks were
the only ones who had ever heard of
the coils, and they had never seen
them until Horne’s ordered them at my
request. So there is little likelihood of
any of the coils being located in dis-
trict Post Office stocks.

In an attempt to make the best of
a bad situation, I decided to follow this

A SELLERS’ MARKET

Fine stamps are bringing the highest prices
in our 82 years' experience holding Public
Auctions.

We mail out thousands of illustrated cat-
alogs to a choice clienfele and advertise in
the leading weekly and monthly Stamp
Magazines, New York Newspapers, etc. We
are licensed and bonded. Write for terms,
ete. 278th Sale in Preparation.

OHLMAN GALLERIES
116-M Nassau St. New York 7, N. Y.
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WHAT DO YOU
NEED IN BRITISH ?

Immediate Action On Want Lists

EQUITABLE STAMP CO.

505 FIFTH AVE.. NEW YORK 17, N. Y.

MEKEEL’S WEEKLY

course. All pending orders will be held
up until December 1st unless a new
supply or word about it is received
prior to that time. The orders will be
flor\\'arded as soon as possible after that
date.

Orders postmarked after October
19th will be held the same as orders
received prior to that date; however,
these will not be even partially filled,
unless a new supply becomes available.

In the event no further supply be-
comes available here, the stamps on
hand will be divided in such a way that
orders for pairs will be filled in full
where possible. Larger orders will be
filled on a percentage basis, and regu-
lar sheet type W. S. Stamps of 1942
issue will be used to make up the bal-
ance of the order.

If any of the orders for 20 or more
of either denomination were placed in
this amount only so that a line pair or
line strip of 4 would be supplied, will

these people please so advise in order -

that instead of them simply redeeming
the 16 or 18 stamps other than the few
they desire for their collections, these
stamps can be made available to other
collectors? This is important and gives
you an opportunity to do the same
good turn for your fellow collectors
that I am trying to do for you and
them.

Any orders cut down arbitrarily as
suggested in the foregoing paragraphs
will be honored as soon as I can pick
out the line pairs or strips necessary to

UNUSED U. S. BLOCKS

Fine Very Fine
256 6e dull bro. 8.50 302a 3e¢ dp. viol. 5.00
271 6e ditto 11.25 306 8ec viol.blk. 3.50
302 3¢ violet 3.50 | 306b 8c lavender 7.25
3 Ge claret 5.00 | 308 13cimpr.P# 4.25
307 10¢ red brn. 5 319 15¢ ol. grn. 21.50
340 15c¢ ultram. 6.25 338 10¢ yellow  7.25
341 50c,alm’t vf, 38 357 1c bluish 15.75
416 10¢ yellow 1.70 419 20c ultram. 21.00
437 15¢ gray 17.25 437 15c¢ gray 18.00
439 30c or. red 31.50 465 4cor. brn. 5.25
476 20c¢ ultram. 30.00 | 469 7ec black 8.75

JAMES H. RAYMOND
Box 364, Ben Fr. Sta., Washington 4, D, C.

Page 327

-



Historically Correct
Artistically Designed

PATRIOTIC
ENVELOPES

Beautiful Cachets, in two attractive

colors, printed on fine rippled bond stock.

STANDARD PRICE LIST

SURPLUS ENVELOPES

Consisting of Presidentials, Famous
Americans, Other First Day Cachets.
MY EOROLCE siio-vaiaraioinis tlan eioisia 100 for 25¢

Postage extra. All two-color designs,
on fine Hammermill stock.

Remit by M. O., Check or Draft.
used stamps are not accepted.

HARRY IQQR 202 State Life Bldg.,

Indianapolis, 4, Ind.

Un-

U. S. ESSAY
CATALOG

Publisher Sold Out.
I still have some at
$6.00

ESSAYS & PROOEFS
U.S. & FOREIGN
Am Breaking the

0. J. OLSON
COLLECTION OF B.N.A.

Send me your want list.

Send for U. S. Pink Price List.
Why Pay More?
CLARENCE W. BRAZER
415(M) Lexington Av., New York 17, N.Y.

WE BUY

and Pay More
for Fine U. S.

Mint. Used | Mint. Used
D41 001150 || 292 ... 3 32.00 22.00
242 .... 21.00 12.00 | 2 . 42.00 32.00
243 .... 32.00 26.00 :3!)6-9.‘) . 10.50 4.00
244 .... 44.00 32.00 | 325-27 . 11.00 4.25

. 46.00 35.00 | 399-400. 10.00 3.00
Ll g% 7.00 320 | C4-6 ... 525 240
We wlll pay the prices offered for
stamps in fine condition. Send any

items incl. complete Semi-Postal Set
European Nations and British Cols. Sets
for our examination, with your prices.
You will have cash by return mail while
holding your stamps for your accept-
ance.

DENA Stamp Store

750 Market Street San Francisco 2, Calif.

AMOUS Whitfield King’s

OR New Issue Service
lFTY Ask for leaflet giving full
YEARS details and order form.

Whitfield King & Co., Ipswich, Eng.

Established 1869.

DOMINICAN REPUBLIC

220 20th Century 220

(Postage, airs, officials)
Two hundred and twenty varieties on hand.
Send your want list. References, please. [tf
A. C. LeDUC

St. Petersburg, Florida

WHOLESALE

305-13th St. N.,

Just Out. SUPPLEMENT
NO. 2-A. Stamp sets in
quantity. 50c pd¥s dealers

on mailing list for year.
Refunded on first purchase.

GROSSMAN STAMP

CO., INC.
102-M West 42nd St.
New York 18, N. Y.

completing the reduced orders. I
haven't taken stock yet, but believe I
will be able to complete most orders
for line pairs or strips of the 10c de-
nomination. The 25c¢ denomination ran
so poor that it is the one mainly re-
sponsible for the orders being held up
originally.

In the event that the considerable
time-taking effort on my part to be of
service to my fellow collectors is ap-
preciated by those who availed them-
selves of the offer, they might wish to
reciprocate in the following manner:

Most of us receive or have friends
who receive letters from overseas which
bear censor labels or markings as well
as A. P. O, etc.,, markings. ‘Any of
these (whether the same or duplicates
which will eventually be traded) which
will be sent to me will be very much
appreciated, and the postage used in
forwarding them will be refunded by
me. No obligation to follow through
on the foregoing, and the suggestion is
made only because it will cost the indi-
vidual collector nothing, and quite a
few of the people who have ordered
coils have signified their desire to re-
ciprocate in some manner, to be speci-
fied by me.

Yours very truly,
H. Shellhamer,
ASBIS 7841
C/o Roosevelt Hotel,
Pittsburgh 22, Pa.

October Plate Nos.

The following is a list of postage
stamp plate numbers issued during the
month of October, 1944:

Plate. Denom. Description. Series.Subj.

23168 17¢ Sp.Del,E.E.Conv. 1944 200
23169 17c Do. 1944 Do
23170 13c 3 1944
23171 13c 4 1944 ¢
23172 13c b 1944 ¢
23173 13c Air, E. E. Conv. 1944 “
23174 6¢C Do. 1941 Do
23175 6¢c £ 1941
23176 3c Win the War, E.
E. Convertible 1942 400
23177 3¢ Do. 1942 Do.
23178 3c £ 1942 ¢
23179 3c st 1942 ¢
23180 3c Motion Pictures,
E. E. Convert. 1944 200
23181 3c Do. 1944 Do.
23182 3c L 1944 ¢
23183 3c Win-the War, E
E. Convertible 1942 400
23184 3c Do. 1942 Do.
The following is a list of postage

stamp plate numbers sent to press for
the first time during the month of
October, 1944:

Plate.Denom. Descrip. Series.Subj.Date
23083 13c Ord.,E.E.Conv. 1938 400 20th

23084 1ic Do. 1938 Do. 20th
23085 1ic i 1938 < 237d
23086 1ic £ 1938 ““ 23rd
23087 13c i 1938 “ 25th
23088 1ic # 1938 “ 25th
23089 1ic 1938 “ 27th
23090 13c 1938 “ 27th

23180 3c MotionPictures,

E. E. Conv. 1944 200 26th
23181 3c Do. 1944 Do. 26th
23028 6¢ Air, book, E.

E. Conv. 1941 180 14th
23029 6¢c Do. 1941 Do. 14th
23170 13c Spec. Del,, E.

E. Conv. 1944 200 13th
23171 13c Do. 1944 Do. 13th
23168 17c & 1944 “ 13th
23169 17c = 1944 “ 13th

MEKEEL’S WEEKLY

U.S. 19th CENTURY Used

Fine. Avg
50 10c¢ Green (1857) .$ 250 $ 1.90
63  1c Blue (1861) 1.15 75
63b 1le Dark Blue ... 3.25 2.00
68 10¢ Yellow Green 1.20 5
68A 10¢ Dark Green . 1.35 .85
70 24e¢ Red Lilac .. 8.00 3.50
71 30c¢ Orange ... 760 219
76 5S¢ Brown (18 3.6 1.90
77 15c¢c Black 5.00 225
134 1c Ultram., grill (1870) 216 1.90
135 2¢ Red Brown .. 1.40 .90
138 7e Vermilion —  6.00
39 10c¢ Brown — 11.75
145 1¢ Ultra., no grill (1870) 38 25
146 2c¢ Red men ....... .16 il
149 Te Vermilonm ......... 3.00 215
1601 10c BrOWn' v siaesaas 1.40 .80
151 12¢ Dull Violet ........ 2.20 1.40
162" 15¢ Orange 5issiv-ssons 3.75 2.00
157 2c Brown (1878) ...... 28 .20
16D . 8 Dulll Pink <<, ssibhs 40 .25
1600 Te Vermilion ......... 3.50 2.50
161, 10¢ BEOWL ceisa e jne s .55 .38
162 12c¢ Blackish Violet ... 265 1.85
163 15c¢ Yellow Orange .... 4.25 240
165 30c: Grey Black ......u. 225 1.60
166 90¢ Rose Carmine ..... 10.00 6.75
178 2¢ Vermilion (1875) .. .12 .08
79 Be B e e e .65 45
185 5c Blue (1879) .e...... .35 25

186  6¢ Pink d 5
187 10c¢ Brn., no secret mark .60 40
188 10c¢ Brown, secret mark 8.60 40

188b 10¢ Black Brown ..... 00 2.25
189 15¢: Red Orange ....... 1.35 .80
190 30c Full Black ........ 1.90 1.30
191 90c¢ Carmine .......... 11.00 6.75
205 b5e Yel. Brown (1882).. .18 13
208 6C ROSE ...o:-seeeecece 2.50 1.40
209 10c Brown .....e....e. 12 .08
2098 10¢ Black Brown ...... 2.00 .90
211  4c Blue Green (1883) . .27 .20
213 3¢ Vermilion (1887) 1.45 95
216 4c Carmine .......... B2 N2h
248" 0c TROIZO . ubsimien i .18 A2
217 30c¢ Orange Brown .... 4.256 3.00
218 90c Purple: ..o ia. 11.50 6.75
Our average copies are sound in every

respect, none have heavy smeared can-
cellations, and all are free of defects.
We always guarantece complete satisfac-
tion or fully refund your purchase price.
Request our U. S. Price List #10.

SPECIAL
Ten different 19th Century STAMP-
LESS COVERS. Price ......... $1.10

RUMARK COMPANY

116 Nassau St., New York 7, N. Y.

Vvvvvvvvvv‘vvv‘

> WANT LISTS

’ Filled Promptly — Completely!

’ Now, with many sources of supply eut ‘
) off, you can still make use of our vast

p STOCK OF OVER 65,000 VARIETIES :

} We carry one of the largest stocks of {
U. 8. & Foreign stamps in the country. ‘
Mail Us Your Want List — Today!

b Downtown Stamp Company A&

} 44 ACADEMY ST., NEWARK (2), N.J.
NV W W W W W W W\

The Bronx County Stamp Co., Bipex,
Inc, 120 East 149th St., Bronx, New
York City, N. Y., is continuing with a
well-rounded program. On Monday
evening, Nov. 27, 1944, Ignatz Rosen-
zweig will show his complete mint
Czechoslovakia collection, and the mem-
bers are in for a treat as this country
has issued some very beautiful stamps
and Mr. Rosenzweig is an authority on
these stamps.

The American Stamp Dealers Asso-
ciation now has 178 members. 85 re-
side in New York and 93 in other cities.
This group is becoming an influential
factor in philatelic circles.

Nov. 20, 1944
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U. 8.
90c 1869, used ........... 5
Kansas and hebxaska, mmt olo

2C 1851, UBBA .. eiveisinenisienis naiald v

Huguenots, mint ......sccseussisnasnesns
All very fine. What else have you? Bank references available.

PHOENIX STAMP CO.

740-A Market St.,

SAN FRANCISCO' 2, CALIF.

Coming Issues

By J. Avery WELLS.

Curacao— Mr. Dante S. Bolaffi has
reported to us a letter just received
from the Postmaster of Curacao. The
Postmaster states that the Princess
Juliana Red Cross Air Post stamps will
not be overprinted as has been re-
ported. Furthermore, the Curacao
Postal Administration is not contem-
plating an issue of stamps to mark the
Queen’s return to Holland. This let-
ter is dated Oct. 21, 1944, and would
seem to dispose of the rumored over-
prints to mark Holland’s liberation.

Sweden — Mr. Uno Séderborg

sends us description and pictures of a
series of five stamps issued in October
in honor of the Swedish Fleet. These
will not be importable at the present
time, and they are a handsome set to
look forward to. On the 106 violet is
the Flagship The Lion of Smiland,
which won a naval victory in the

battle of Femern in 1644. Upon the
200 red is the portrait of Clas Flem-
ing, who created the fleet which won
this great victory. The 306 blue pre-
sents another ancient flagship, the
Kung Karl. The design of the 406
olive green is the very decorative
stern of the Amphion of the days of
King Gustav III, and his cypher and
the crown may be easily distinguished.
The 906 gray, which completes the
set, shows the sleek modern coastal
defense ship Gustaf V, a unit of the
powerful Swedish navy which guards
the country’s neutrality today. The
stamps are issued in coils as is their
usual custom, and the 106 and 2008
will be also available in booklets, so
the complete set will contain seven
stamps when it reaches our catalogs.

France— New stamps and parts of
sets are reported every day — We do
do not like to attempt their chronicle
until we can get them to illustrate

‘and untangle their issues somewhat.

Any information or individual stamps
which our readers may have will help

SVENSKA
FLOTTAN]

H. R. Harmer Auctions

“CONNOISSEUR COLLECTION”—A Grand Array
of Foreign Rarities from this Great Holding, Many

Britain. |,

EUROPE, Countries I-Z — More of the Fine 80-

DEC. 4/5

Listing in the $100’s and $1,000’s.
DEC. 11/12 Volume Collection of the World.
DEC.

19/2(0 BRITISH COLONIES & EUROPE. The Colonials
/ are strong in Mint 20th Century, also specialized Great

Send for Catalogues Today!
H. R. HARMER, Inc., 32 East 57th St., N. Y. 22, N. Y.
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SELECTED U.S. FLAG STAMPS

Mint Mint Name Full Used Used

bmgle Block.Block.Sheet.Sgle.Blk.

Poland .... .09 .35 .90 4.00 .07 .30
Czecho. .... .08 .30 .80 3.25 .07 .30
Norway ... .07 .28 .60 3.00 .06 .25
Luxembourg .07 .28 .60 3.00 .06 .25

Netherlands .07 .25 .60 3.00 .06 .25
Belgium ... .07 .25 .60 3.00 .06 .25
France ... 0T+ 25 080 8000098 £ 26
Greece .... .08 .30 .80 325 .07 .30
Jugoslavia . 08 .30 .80 325 .07 .30
Albania ... .08 .30 .80 325 .07 .30
Austria .... .08 .30 .80 3.26 .07 .30
Denmark ... .08 30 .80 325 .07 30

Complete set .90 3.50 8.00 36 oO

W. C. PHILLIPS & CO.
750 Main Street Hartford, 3, Conn.

Want- Lists By Mail

My sole method of selling stamps is by
filling, through the mail only, customers’
specific want lists.

To this end I have amassed One of the
Largest Stocks of U. 8. and Foreign stamps
in this country, and at the same time have
developed what I believe is the most effi-
cient means of handling a large volume of
such lists. Lists are prepared and mailed
for the customer’s approval on the day of
receipt; the customer buys only such items
from my sending as thoroughly pleases
him both in condition and price.

Will you try me with one of yours?

ARTHUR C. LANE
44 School St., Boston, Mass.

ARGENTINA, 2 v. Eucharist Com. .05
Musical sheet, normal Watermk. .75
Musical sheet, inverted watermk. .50

CHILE, 5 pesos Airpost, unwmkd. .30

N COLOMBIA, 2 val. Cundinamarca

75 3.20

Com. .08
IRELAND, pence rice 07
TUNISIA, 1. 0 for Victory ... « 12

B78, Liberation, 3 soldiers ..... 46
BOLIVIA, 20 and 90¢, New Govt. .06

CUBA, Carlos Roloff, .05; Ysc “V” .01
DOMINICAN REP., 4 val. Red Cross .25
ICELAND, 17th June, 6 val. ..... 4.25
NETHERLANDS,9 v.London Issue .76
NICARAGUA, 689, 90, C261-2, Pearl

2 20, 1) SRR o) e . .56
Postage extra under $1. Free Pricelists.

KILCHER (3) 3019 Fairmount Ave,

“I Have Returned!”

MacArthur’s famous words are des-
tined to become immortal to all
freedom-loving peoples. His fighting
Americans infend to secure a new
birth of freedom for the Philippines
and rid these Jap-infested islands of
every last Rising-Sun flag and all
they stand for.

Victorious G-I Joes soon will be
marching thru the Triumphal Arch
of the Philippines.

In step with the trend of 'events, we are
pleased to offer the complete and unused

TRIUMPHAL ARCH

and the

Last Two Stamps

issued by the Commonwealth of the
Philippines

#s 452-54 & 461, O-37

for

FIFTY-CENTS

These 5 stamps increase in value daily

TOWER TOP STAMP SHOP
»

. 0. Box #91 Dayton, Ohio, U. S. A.

just that much. There is going to be
a lot of catching up to do here.
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Incorporated under the Laws of Maine
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J. Murray Bartels

by MICHAEL MILLER.

The death of J. Murray Bartels has
been a great loss; to me, 'perhaps
more than others, he will be long re-
membered. His great work on U.S.
envelopes placed him as the leading
authority on this now-popular branch
of collecting, and his studies on Canal
Zone and Panama caused him to be
consulted by specialists of these coun-
tries. However, to a great number he
has opened up the door to one of the
most intriguing and fascinating sub-
jects, and that is the printings of the
bicolored issues of Danish West Indies,
now known as the U. S. Virgin Islands.

It was in this magazine in a series
of articles as far back as 1917 that he
first published his remarkable arrange-
ment of these printings, which he es-
tablished by an accumulation of dated
copies. This work attracted the atten-
tion of philatelists all over the world,
and the late Thomas W. Hall prepared
a paper wherein he credited Bartels
with the arrangement of these print-
He had divided the issues in the

ings.
following printings: 1c, ten print-
ings; 3¢, nine printings; sC, eight

puntmgS' 4¢, four printings; and 1oc,
eight printings.

What is so remarkable about the
study which was developed from the
stamps themselves is the substantiation
almost completely by G. A. Hagemann
in his book on Danish West Indies,
published in recent years, who had
access to the records of the Danish
Post Office with the reports of the
printing orderS. The only change made
is the inclusion of another printing of
the 1oc stamp immediately following
the first printing. This omission was
very plausible, because Hagemann him-
self says, “It is often very difficult to
distinguish the II printing from the I
printing.”

The other change by Hagemann is
the division of the four printings of
the 4c into two printings for each of
the perforated groups. Bartels had
made three printings of the early perf-
oration of 14 x 13%, and .this is ex-
plained away by Hagemantl, who says
that the long usage of over 25 years
caused the original colors of the 4
cent to undergo considerable change.
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Stampic Info.

Last Week’s Question

Have American postage
stamps ever been sold at a for-
eign Post Office?

Answer: ‘There have been
many cases of our stamps being
bought by foreign countries
from our own Department and
put on sale. Canada has long
done it with our Special Deliv-
ery stamps, so that a patron
may affix 2 Canadian stamp and
our own Special Delivery
stamp in order to assure the
letter Special Delivery on this
side of the border. Our first
issue, that of 1847, is known on
covers from Canada, and even
in combination with Canadian
stamps. In those days, the
Canadian stamps would carry
the letter only to the border,
and a United States stamp was
needed to take it to its desti-
nation. In the Hawaiian Is., in
-Samoa, and in many other
places, United States stamps
were sold and affixed to letters
so that they might proceed to
their ultimate destination with-
out being charged postage due.
During periods of revolution in
Mexico when revolutionary
stamps were used in various
states but which we did not
recognize, American  stamps
were customarily sold for use
on letters to this country. There
are many, many more instances
of the sale of our stamps in
foreign lands and in foreign
post offices.

This Week’s Question

In what month was the issue
of September, 1861, issued?

However, it cannot explain away the
fact that one color is found on thin
paper, while the other color is usually
found on a thicker paper.

Specialists of Danish West Indies
will always remember that J. Murray
Bartels has made their collecting more

MEKEEL’S WEEKLY

NEW AIRMAIL -

PRICE LIST
JUST ISSUED
Sent upon request.

F. W. KESSLER

500 Fifth Ave. New York 18, N.Y.

FRENCH COLONIES — Continued

UBANGI
1915-22, 1c to 5fr (#1 to 22)
ymplete set of twenty-two, Price $ 7.50
1922, 1c to 5fr (#23 to 40)

Complcte set of eighteen .. £ 5.00
1924-33, ile to Bfr (#41 to 73 exe. B & 70)

Sef; of thinty-one. ...ches ssstisises 3.50
Dues, 1928-30 complete (J1 to J32) .. 2.50
UPPER SENEGAL & NIGER
1905-07, 1c to 5fr (#1 to 17)

Lomplete set of seventeen ....... 15.00

1914-17, 1c to 5fr (#18 to 35)
Complete set of seventeen ....... 2.50
Dues, 1906-14 complete (J1 to J15) ...

All very fine unused.

B. W. H. POOLE

607 Merritt Building, Los Angeles, 14, Calif.

WANTED
General or Specialized

COLLECTIONS

BOUGHT FOR CASH
Write Particulars.

VAHAN MOZIAN INC.
505 5th Ave., New York (17)

MEXICO

My books of this country contain

about 350 varieties at last count, and
more are being added constantly. You
must see them to be convinced. Ap-
plicants who furnish acceptable refer-
ences may have these books on request.

JOHN C. VALE

Medford, Oregon

P. 0. Box 964

OUR U. S. MARKET

We have recently issued a Catalog of U.S.
stamps, and our responses have been ex-
cellent. Our prices are fair. Our standards

are high.
Mint. Used
#C1-3 First issue Airmail . $ 7. 00 $ 4.30
C4-6 Second issue Airmail . 4.9 3.33
C7-9 10-20c Maps ........... .51 19
C10 Lindbergh ....cecoeees A 07
C11 BERCOIY - v uisiaiaieiare i aishons 10 02

12, 17 ¢ Winged Globe, flat
and rota¥y ....ecscos0 22 03

C13-15 65¢-%: 46.50
C20-22 20-25-50 .28
c24 30¢ Trans-Atlantic 45 .16
CE1-2 16¢ Special Delivery cpl .34 LY

Send for our latest price list.

M & S STAMP SERVICE
38 Park Row N.Y.C. #7

PERSONAL SERVICE

Fifteen years at the same address doing
business in the same way is proof of
stability and satisfaction in these times of

new faces and changing modes. U.S. Ex-
clusively — If \ou spend a dollar or more
a week on U.S., write for free details of
my U.S. Plan. [S6

THOMAS F. WHITBREAD

WEST CUMMINGTON (Box M) MASS.
U. S. COVERS

Well diversified stock of stamped and

stampless. We can probably supply

many of your wants.

SPECIAL OFFERS — Four 3¢ 1851

covers, different shades ........... $1.00
20 different U. S. covers before 1900.$1.00

AARAN STAMP SERVICE

2 Arlington Street Cambridge 40, Mass.

interesting than ever before. In his
memory, I am offering a medal for the
best exhibit of Danish West Indies at
the SEPAD.

Nov. 20, 1944



Ny SOME

NICE THINGS N

POSTAGE — 25, 50, 150, 200pi

' #Bl4 — NAT’L HYMN SHEET — 5 >, § 3 5 50, z
ARGENTlNA #—i— 50p — Issue was only 2000 Sllee:‘s: 30'00 LEBANON I\;\]-’[ﬁl POST — 25: 50, 100, 200, 300, 500pi 11.50
CURACAOQO #CBI13-CB20 — PRINCESS JULIANA AIR 4 4() RUSSIA 20 YEARS WITHOUT LENIN — A striking 9 1()

Iy o . ~ S 2 - .

POST SEMI-POSTALS — Set of 8 ......

276 — F4 5 ISL. PRO i — j
DENMARK #5751 1St and tikets. quite good ... 11.50 VENEZUE

and interesting group of 7 pictures ........

AIR POST — 5b chestnut brown — Z 10
CARACAS MONUMENT completes set

SMALL MOSQUE—40, 50, 60, 70, 80c, N1-N¢ ALIAN OCCUPATION set of 9—
FR' MOROCCO 1, 1.20, 1.50, "3 4, 4.50, 15, 20;1' A c 3°45 U' S‘ A' #.f\lln:l:i)c—n{\’{‘msh}e, sold only in lt:U)'se..? ..... 2'00

THE HOME OF THE POSTAGE STAMP

J. Avery Wells
J. Van Kirk Wells

—— < e T

Naval and Seapost

GeraLp P. Toop, Editor.
440 W. 7th St., Long Beach 2, Calif.

LAUNCHED

Bole (DD), 11-1-44.
Bristol (DD), 10-29-44.
Chevalier (DD), 10-29-44.
Conger (SS), 10-17-44.
Runner (SS), 10-17-44.
Stormes (DD), 11-4-44.
Tamalpais (AO), 10-29-44.

DECOMMISSIONED

Miantonomah (CMc 5), coastal
minelayer, reported by the Navy 10-
26-44 as being lost in European oper-
ations. A 3000-ton ship with a crew
of about 300. Formerly the S. S.
Quaker. Built in 1938 at Wilmington,
Del., for Philadelphia and Norfolk S.
¢ Co

Oklabhoma (BB 37), battleship, was
officially decommissioned 9-1-44 at
Pearl Harbor. Sunk and capsized in
ten minutes by Jap bombs and tor-
pedoes at Pearl Harbor r2-7-41. Sal-
vage operations were not completed
until 12-28-43. Built by New York
S. B. Co., Camden, N.]J. Keel laid
10-26-12, launched 3-23-14, and first
commissioned §5-2-16. The ship saw
service in the first World War.

Princeton (CVL), light aircraft
carrier, sunk 10-23-44 in Philippine
waters after being attacked by Jap
shore-based aircraft. Built by New
York S. B. Co., Camden, N. J. Keel
laid 6-2-41, launched 10-23-42, and
commissioned at Phila. Navy Yard on
2-23-43. When the keel was laid, the
ship was intended to be the light
cruiser Tallahassee (CL 61), but was
converted to an aircraft carrier and
the name changed.

JOIN THE S. P. A,

Write for applica-
tion blank and
booklet.
“The Door to
Greater Philatelic
Enjoyment”
Avrrep Diamonp

Secretary
Romlokn Bl(lg

Say MEKEEL’S to Advertisers
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BOX 30, JACKSON HEIGHTS, NEW YORK

-

Foreign New Issues

(Continued from Page 320)

the sc #s Shield. Upon the 20c¢ is the
portrait of Murillo Toro, with the date
“r869 Agosto 15, 1944, from which
we might guess that he was the found-
er of the Beneficia on August 15th,
seventy-five years ago. The goc pic-
tures the great Maternity Hospital of
San Juan de Dios and the 1p the im-
posing Virrey Solis Building. The
stamps were printed in small sheets of
various sizes, the 2oc in strips of ten,
the soc in strips of four, and the 1p
in strips of two. The 2c and 5c were
in larger sheets, but not over fifty. A
total of four sets have been reported
Imperforate, and there are said to be
eight copies of the 20c and 4oc dis-
covered Se Tenant.

Commemorative Sheet — The
above set of five stamps is printed in
a small Imperforate Sheet, headed
“BLOQUE FILATELICO” and with
the commemorative inscription neatly
arranged around and between the
stamps. The issue was 10,000 Sheets,
and they were apparently sold at a
premium, although there is no in-
scription to say so.

Postal Tax — 'Two Postal Tax
stamps in extremely crude local print-
ing are "4c red and 1c bright violet,

PT3. They are on coarse paper thickly .

smeared with stiff gum which makes
separating difficult.

Sylvester Colby, 505 Fifth Ave., N.
Y. C., has purchased “Postal Mark-
ings” from William R. Stewart of
Chicago. Mr. Colby also acquired P.
M. Handbooks. We look for a contin-
uation of this fine magazine.

SOUVENIR SHEET ALBUM

Limited quantities

Albums for

S pecial Collections
JUNIOR ALBUM for the AMERICAS - -

ALBUM for U. S. SPECIAL PRINTINGS of MARCH 1935 4.50

SEE THEM AT YOUR DEALER’S

1 w. a7th st. SCOTT PUBLICATIONS, INC. New York 19, N.v.

Wholesale only.

Telephone
l:lAvemeyer 4-2202
S —— E -
'MINT AIRMAIL SPECIALS !!
RUSSIA, C76 (4), Souvenir Sheet ...... $1.85
CYRENAICA, C24-29, Colonial Arts .. .95
ERITREA, C1-6, Colonla.l Arts ..ol 95

Il (,OLO\IES C1-6, Dante Commems. 1.35

SOMALILAND, C1-6, Colonial Arts .95
lI‘\L E. AI'RICA ITALY

lf you collut mint Airmallsz, it will pay
you to check with *“The House of B-A-L-M".
Over 2000 various mint Airmail Sets ln
stock. Ask for ¥Free Lists. If your regular
dealer can't supply you, try

CHAS. B. CHARMATZ, SYLVANIA 4, OHIO
Sepad Exhibit

Preparations are about complete for
the 1944 Sepad National Stamp Exhi-
bition to be held in the Bellevue-Strat-
ford Hotel, Philadelphia, Pa., Decem-
ber 1, 2 and 3, at the same time as the
Tenth American Philatelic Congress.
An entire floor of this large hotel has
been engaged, which will afford ample
space for what is expected to be the
largest display of stamps ever shown
in this city; also room for bourse tables
and a convention post office.

An appropriate seal .has been de-
signed and will be on sale at the time
of the show; also a new 1944 exhibition
meter slogan as well as a special can-
cellation from the convention post of-
fice located on the exhibition floor.
Information regarding each may be
obtained by writing to Mrs. Marjie V.
Wamsley, 1334 Stevens St., Philadel-
phia 24, Pa., who will be in charge of
seals, slogans and cancellations.

—John Y. Pennypacker,

Navarre Stamp Company, 116 Nas-
sau St., New York 7, N. Y., have issued
their 1944-45 Fall and Winter Whole-
sale Price List of United States Stamps.
The used listing starts with Scott’s No.
33 up to 906, also Airs, Spec. Deliv-
eries, Postage Dues, etc. Mints are also
listed. A copy available on request.

$3.50
- - - 6.00

Pre-war quality

MEKEEL’S WEEKLY
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DAVID E. CHASSY OFFERS

U. S. SPECIAL BULLETIN No. 23

Terms: Remittance with order. Howeyer, your full pleasure or prompt and gracious refund.
Condition: A little better than you anticipate. A trial order will assure you.

Sv_vml»ol'a Asterisk indicates full original gum. “N. G.” indicates no gum on unused copy.
Note: This bulletin cancels all previous blll](:‘tl!]b <11l»1ec to cancelation by Dec. 30th.

GROUP 1. POOR CONDITION GROUP IV. V. GOOD CONDITION
| No | N No No | No |[Neo
36 2.75| 148 15 "60 45 )"4 .50 29 2600,*"20' bl 312 9.50| 477 3.95
51 95| 151 40| 275a .25 460 .95 31 r 900[* 6N gb 314 50| 479 1'7"%
67 325 153 .95/ 288 25| C3 A5 = 553 © g8l 850 130la967 o
63 .20/ 161 10| 297 25| E1-5 a5 41 490 *§§8 1.95 323-4  .20|*515a 1'53
1 Gol 165 50| 300-8 15 0123 40 * 425 r2.00/*230-1 30| 325 1.85 .--)2 lig
73 . .15/*188ng .90| 311 .65/ Rdba .45 R R s B RS 35
K63 1.95| 189 20| 325 25| R4Ta .50 48& 6.90 #2337 40 s3§0 igg *%45 3.50
7 85| 191 1.75| 326 30| R7la 1.25 * 85 50:;_)35ng 501%333 '45t--0 95
8 .85 228 .25 328-30 40| R45b .95 65 75| 236 ° ‘95| 349  2.05] 611-13 oo
112 75| 232 J10] 340-1  1.40| R73¢  2.25 73 65| 238 1.85(#347 i'9§:614_1ﬁ 1'_'4'8
Mo SRESITL iR - WLOn] Rote. 240 76 210(*238  2.95/*348pr 40| 617-19 .85
A .85|*238 95| 422 25| R100e 1.95 2 ;g 32,3(2 *ﬁg 323 ggg, i 23 tgm.g 50
a .25 ng & 64-5 95
GROUP II. FAIR CONDITION *88ng 1.25*243  27.50/*360  5.25/*675 75
No. No. No. 91 7.50| 252 10| 371 T5*679 265
33 03[ 229 1.95| 327 75| g6 9 .05 93 150 258 -20%372 18{*740-9 .75
35a  2.95| 232 .20| 328-9 .10/ 550 45 100 6.951*259pr 7.50(*376 30| C4 45
42d  4.50| 233 .05| 330 50| 551-63 .10  *1l2ng 3.25(*265 .30 382 60| C6 .70
47 485|934 10| 335-6 .10| 573 .35 116 3.25( 268-70 .05/%392 C15 19.50
50 125234 50| 337-8 05| 58191 .30 117 275 25*393pr 150 B11-17 .25
. 83 40| 235 35| 339 65| 616 50 118  14.50{*281 35| 397-9 50/*01ng 2.50
69 80| 236-7  .20{*347pr 2.50| 617-18 .15 *123ng 4.75/*282ng 65| 400a  .50|*05 3.90
72 4.50(%237, 40| 367-70 .05| 619 50 *141ng 14.50|*282a  1.45|*400 3.75| 06 4.90
75  3.75| 239  1.90/*368 .85 620-1 .80 146 07(*283a  3.75[*402  2.25/*08ng 4.90
76 .85(%249 45| 371 .65 643-5 15 151 1.75(*285 .30/ *405 10} 012a 4.25
87  1.10[*252 .50| 372 .10/*644 a0 156 -05] 289 -95/*414 35| 014  8.50
88 .10 256 10| 376-9  .05|*661 .35 161 A40(*290  2.45[*422 90| 022 -50
* 88ng .75 259 70/#378-9 .50 668 20 *166ng 9.50/*291 9.50| 426-9 20| 032 12.00
94 .05(*265 15| 382 40| 740-49 .15 205 10| 298 1.45/*434 301*Q7 1.50
97 .85/#968 20| 386 30| 803-32 .25 211 A5 299 .95|*439 5.35| R50¢c .90
99  6.75| 270-1 .10| 392 40| C1 95 . *56  4.75| R90c  2.90
113 .50(*273 45/#399 .85| C3 85 462-4  .65| UBTa  1.90
114 03| 275 40 25| C6 35 471 754069 - 250
117  1.25| 280-2 .05 401-2 .10| Ei 40 *473 65[*U218 .60
118  5.73[*282 .65| 403 30| 104 35
120 6.50 284 .10{ 407 20| E10 45
145-6  .10{*285-6 .25 410-11 .10| JQ1-3 .75 GROUP V. FINE CONDITION
%43 1.18 *2225 .25 41g 18 %0 1){11 5 No No.
5 0] £ 45| 41 .30/ 04 B0 Rt G onle > o
153 145/ 280 50| 421 40| 09 295 33“ gole ;2‘{ 2.60) 4717 385 1356
159 .10[*289 90| 423  1.95| 024 .65 63 100(*314 ‘80| 483 ‘33 K2
161 .20 290 30[ 429-30 .10/ 026 95 69 2.65%320B  1.10 *4;)7 g 0 I:'lO
*163ng 3.90| 294-5 .05|*431 45| 030 65 73pT :)'50 393 .18 *4E)SD 900 *K14
166 3.25| 296 25| 434 15| 036-7 .40 S.SD “75| 396 1.30(#501 30/*K18
2 sl = e =y y 2 .30 :
178-9  .25(+297 .65/ 437 15/ 043 95 99 901*327  5.50/%506 55| 06
185 .10 299 .50 4389 25/'054 60 g5 q450| 3959 25+508 50| O12
188 .20{ 3004 05l4e34 5058 85 . 20 CoBmnesgrd L ote ol Q18
189a  .45[¥303 25| 460  140| 065 290 15 575s3308E 160418 ani*Osms
101 875304 20400 20/ 067 490 pp THIEASE 1805618 | S010%pr
205 03| 305-7 10| 471 40l O77-8 .25 158 4i5gisa3s ‘851%516 501" 045
208 654307 40/ 474 20| OS89 55 137 g5l 3378  1Blveish  150/*O8s
210 05( 309 05| 477 175 095 8o S 2leang 1'5?” 531 1361*0
213 50ls300 90| 470 125te0ot01 53 M8 T3NSR0 (01 BB L1GITOST
214-5 .10[ 310 40| 509-12 .10/*0111 .50 15? 55214350 1300241 1005
217 1.50| 312 5.90] 514-18 .10[*PR20 .90 02  T50f 54y 00| 547 110+PR16
221 .05] 314 401 523 490/ Q1-6 .25 552 20| 345 105|%8ay tE, ‘(;
224 1518234 101531 .60l 089 B0 08 Tiglaid 1950439 CabepRi
227 35| 825 .85| 537 10| R71a 1.90 #900 Zg :;‘;;%(épr ggg 550 1.50(*Q4
*210pr  .H0[*35 .80(*555-6  1.10| Q7
GROUP III. GOOD CONDITION 213p nz; #367 A5[¥558-9  1.00 *Qs
No. No. No. No. 215 25[*368  1.65/*561-2 .65
28 8.90| 225-6  .10|*401 50[*084  14.90  *220ng  .10[*369  5.90/*563-5 .60 *sz 3
33 09| 227 .50 404 225/ 039 8.25 225 15(%371  1.75(*569 70| Rd5a
352  4.50(¢227  1.65| 414-15 .40| 042 © 1.25 - *231 20| 373 1.25(*371  1.60| R47b
41 3750 229 2.90| 420 30| 045 490 232 60| 376-7 .10(*572  3.30| R42-6e
* 49f  .85[#231 .10|#429 50| 054 95 233 15[*379 ST0[*573  6.40] R48-9¢
48a 5.50| 233 10[*431 .65| 055 70 %233 90*381  2.60(*575-7 75| R179¢ 2
50  1.45[*234 75|*433 60| 061 125 *2314  1.20/*382  3.25[*581-9 3.50| R1S3
52 6.40| 235 60| 435 30| 064 145 235 80[*383-4  .15|*584 RB3b 1.90
* 63 .85/*236 .50] 439 30| 068 1250  *235ng  .75/*385pr 1.65| 599pr 1.25| RD19 1.95
69  1.45| 237 16| 446 95| 079 40 *236 80(*387  1.80(*612 45| RD20 10.90
72 6.75(*238ng 1.75| 468 .25| 082 40 237 25 . RE42 45
* 76ng 1.90| 240  3.50/*470 90| 087 95  *237 100 5 RI1-10 2.90
78 1.55|*242ng 14.75|*471 80| 093 85  *238ng 2.75/%: 13T2-5 .45
15| 246-7 10| 478 60[*096  3.60 240 475 5*15T32 1.90
256 15| 501-8  .10| 0102 275 *241ng17.50| 39 [*#16T20-1 .40
259 90/*515a  .90| 0113 5.90 243  28.00 5 2
"60 1.90(*529e .75 0119 .35 *249 125 2.35| %62
5 5 259  1.55*400a  5.25|*631
.20(*643-5
4.50/%649-50
5.75/*661
2.70| 664
.10(*677
.55|*679
25/%704-15
3.65/*756-65
9.00(#839-47
.80| C1
T5+C2
.00 c5 70/ *2 ]
C6 .90/#270 95
D[+CB 2454357 5.85
3.65/*C7-9 .50/*360 .70
; 2. : 40[*C18  3.20[*36¢  1.75
300 A0[*442 45| C13  850/*368  -1.00
: 15| 45  4.90] B1  1.35/%393 95
s 25| 446 1.50| B4 901%395 2150
20 305 00| 456 1.45!#396 3.25
204 . .90 \Vlmt 308a  .50| 457 15[%422  1.65
213 .70 “367 a0t 028 5 Flse?? 308 70| 465-6 ’5\*1‘1 1.40| 431 1.40

FINE PRICES FOR FINE PROPERT
SUPERB PRICES FOR SUP’ERB PROPERTY

U. S. Collections - Accumulations - Single Items
ante FAIR PRICES FOR FAIR PROPERTY

GRP. VI. ULTRA FINE CONDITION
VERY, VERY FINE
No. No. No. !No.
69 3.45| 380 .65/*570 1.40(*U191 .50
189 1.75/%386 1.40/*571 1.80(*U218 .95
302pr 1.90] 571-3 1.25]*U221 1.15
85| 575 .50[*U252 95
307-9 75/*575 .60[*T350 .20
*399 3.50[*576pr  .25*U351 .70
208 2.50| 400 B80[*577pr  .30[*TU380 .20
310 1.25*400Ang3.75/*531-9  6.00/*U389 .80
*314 90| 403 1.25| 612 25!
314pr 1.60| 404 3.90| 614-15 .30/Canal Zone

320pr 2.75(*408-9 10| 616 1.25/*C1-2  1.00
*320b  1.30| 415 .80/*616 15 7)!"C3 4 | 1.00
330 1.75[*419 5.75] 619 1.10|
*335 90| 421 1.25| 621 14ﬂlPhilippine@
339 1.40| 435a  1.00| 628 401%241-2 .60
342 4.75 *-H‘%Lpr] 501*628 .601*245 .85
*3441 . 1.50(*460 3.50/*631pr  .601*256 .70
345pr 2.75(*512 -20(*678 2.00(*258 .50
*345 1.85| 524 2.25!*756-65 .95| 323 .65
*346 3.75 D0[*7T71 .40[*325 4.90
34Tpr 3.50 2.75| C2 2.60/*354-5 .85
*357 3.75 1.60| C4 “75/%358-9  1.50
368 1.50 1.00/*C5 2.75|*386-9 45
"‘if‘ﬂpr 4.00| 537 .50 C6 1.26/*390-2 .65
*370 75| 547 1.50| C13 925!*'39'3

1

*371 1.95| 548-50 1.40| 083 00[*394 1
373 1.40/*555 901 RD20 10 1001395 2.75

*377 .60[*558 115*U112  1.25|*446 4

GROUP VII. BLOCKS OF 4

Ultra Fine] Tine | Fine | Fine

No. No. No. INo.

*308a  3.75%*270 3.45/%481 251*644 .80
*344 1.65]*285 1.651%498D 30.001*645 25
345 4.901*295 1.601%501 1 2.)1‘(‘4‘) 50 1.10
*373ng 6.501*298ng 7.501*503 1.50! 6. 90
384 3.251*301 701*506 .95['65‘1 2D
*409 .55|*308 2.90(*510 1.90!*654-5 .50
*504 .75|*314 3.601*512 90! 680-2 .50
*532 5.25| 320 5.001*513 1.55'*683 40
*520b  4.75|*323 2.00]*515 5.90'%689-90 .25
547 7.501*334 2.65| 524 6.50'*704-15 3.95
*566 2.25| 340 1.501 531 4.501*718-19 .55
*570 4.901*340 4.751*537 1.401 740-9  1.10
575 1.85] 346 4.50(*541 5.751*785-94 1.40

*576a A51*367 801 547 5.75] 859-63 .60
*584 4.25| 372 1.101 556 .60] 864-8 95
*612 2.10! 373 6.501*563 .70! 874-8 a5

621 5.25[*379 2.751*565 1.00/*896-8 .45
*631 1.15*397 1.001*570 4.45! C5 7.90
*651 30/*402A  17.501%612 1.85! C7-9  1.00

mf‘) 65 2.25%430 1.65 616 4.75! C20-2 1.60

‘).

TH4-65 5 R.85*%618 1.10/*Q1-2 .85
(‘ » 7' *4?"A 6.901 620 1.10/*Q3 .90
0123 5.00| 481 .201%627 651*QT7 9.90

GROUP VIII. PLATE # BLKS. OF 4
Ultra F m(‘l . Fine l| " Fine | Fine
No. NO.

0.
*506 x ’30'*‘2‘73 1.501%558 3.75! 628 1.50
*563 1.001#373 9.001*562 2.001*647-8  5.25
*567 3.901*377 2.501*591 3.25!*709-10 .70
*571 7.901*299  11.00! 612 1.751*785-94 1. 60
*576 T51%402A  19.50'*617 JT51*837
*618 1.751*511A  2.501*618 1.501*859-93 15. 00

GROUP IX. PLATE # BLOCKS OF 6

Ultra Fine| Fine I‘me Fine

No. | No. { 0.
*308 9.501*331 95!*611 .851*682 .65
345 9.00(*397 1.901*612 4.751*716 25
*371  12.50(*532 5.001%615 1.501*736 45
*622 2.40(*549 1.75/*644 1.251*796 .40
*G90 .501*559 1.001*650 1.901%836 25

*736 60[*565A  1.651*680 .65(*C20 1.75

GROUP X. ARROW BLOCKS OF 4
Ultra Fine| Ultra Fine| Ultra Fmelu\ Fine

No. | No. | No. NO.

*347  15.75/*408 B51*575 4.001%323 3.50

384 6.501 409 T51*57T 1.501*576 1.10

408 .40]*481 70/*771 1.75/*620 1.35

GROUP XI. CENTER LINE BLKS. 4
ULTRA FINE

*620-1 16.50[*753 1.75/*756-65 22.00/*C23 .50

GR. XII. PLATE & IMPRINT STRIPS

Fine Very Good Very Good V.Good-Fine
#965(3) 1.501%225(4) 2.50[*227 (7)10.00]*325(5)10.00
*285(5) 3.001*225(6) 4.00/*252(3) 2.95/*326(5)15.00

GROUP XIII. FLAGS ... OCCUPIED

COUNTRIES
Ultra Fine Top Strips of 10 with plate names,
All 13 different countries $12.00
(Individually at $1.00 to $1.25)

GROUP XIV. ODD ITEMS Net
* 73ng Fresh Unused Rare Block 4, Good $19%

P O, Block of A uVIG, G o e

2938 0. G. Block of 4, VAT easnon ey N 14.50
%290 () G Bloek of VG i o citnat 18.50
573 Large Used Blk.12 (4x3),Ultra Fine 11.00
*383 Full Sheet of 100, Fine ........... 8.00
*363 0. G., six different shades, Fine .. 6.00

*63 0. G. Gutter Block of 8. Very Fine 2.50
Famous Americans — Complete Pl. # 4,

Bine 0. @ Beb . .cui oot i 2 sinsmes 15.00 .

Flags One Set of 13 Top Strips — All
TYIEE., WIne Only. . T s s da 10.00

DAVID F. CHASSY Swoe? .



1861 Premieres Gravures
(Continued from Page 333)

tions or securities, for we are told
they must “be issued under any act
of Congress” to be securities. Mr.
Souren is treading in deep water with
his suggestion, for under his classifica-
tion we would have to discard the sc
New York, the Baltimore and St. Louis
provisionals, the 1847 and 1851 re-
issues, all of the Departments, the Car-
riers and numerous other issues. None
of these could be considered obliga-
tions of the United States.

In describing the three goc first
issue, we are asked, if one is No. 62,
what are the others? We would say
that they are all No. 62 but simply
different transfers found on the same
sheet. One might note that there are
several distinct reliefs of the 1857 1c
type V which vary in some cases much
more than do the goc stamps illus-
trated. If we call one of them 42f,
what are the other six? Why, simply
variations of the same stamp which
are, of course, of interest to the spe-
cialist but not to the collector who
wants one of each type.

Remember, many different stamps
may come from the same die, due to
such things as faulty transfers, recut-
ting of transfer roll, removing of a
part of the design from the plate in
order to enlarge the gutters, etc. If
our memory serves us correctly, the
1851-57 1c type I, Ia, Ib, Ic, I, III,
Illa, IV and V all come from the
identical die. Many things can hap-
pen from the time the die is hardened
until the finished stamp is delivered.

ADPROVAL

Over 65,000 varieties

MOSTLY

80% T0 80%
DISCOUNT

MENTION SIZE OF COLLECTION
COUNTRIES INTERESTED
WANT LISTS! REFERENCES!

FRENCH &
119 W. 57th St., New York

Nov. 20, 1944

Auction Prices

Brazilian and Mexican lots realized
high prices at H. R. Harmer, Inc., 32
E. 57th St., New York.

Brazil #12, the 300r Slanting Figures,
with margins and magenta cancel, sold
for $165, or $15 over Cat. The 600r
(#13), light cancel, brought $155 (Cat.
$150). Block of 15 1850, 90r at $92,
more than twice the $45 Cat. value of
15 singles.

A large-margin, used copy 1861, 430r,
fetched $26 (Cat. $18). A neat, red-
cancelled #11, with sheet margin, at $90
(Cat. $100). An unused #12, well-mar-
gined, brought $205. A badly centered
0. g. pair #81, the small head 200r pale
red brown, realized $39 (Cat. $40).

A specialized collection of cancella-
tions on Dom Pedro issues, including
1,640 stamps, 16 covers and many
Iélultiples, was sold for $305, nearly full

at.

Among the Mexicans, high prices
were realized for two of the rare 1868
perforated 100c brown on brown (#57),
a used 50c yellow imperf. (#84), a
well-centered, o. g. copy of the 1884 1c
blue error of color (#150b) and a light-
ly cancelled, creased copy of the 1892
5p carmine (#228).

A Paraguay lot, a rare block of four
of ﬁB, the 3r black, also did remarkably
well.

Clement A. Pulaski writes about
Poland’s 20th Anniversary of Inde-
pendence Issue in the October Issue of
“Polonus”, Bulletin of the Polonus

Our Market Is Good

We can afford to be more liberal in our

appraisals. Our selling markets are ex-

cellent, and we are in a position to pay

top prices for U. S. and foreign collection~

or accumulations.

We are now paying the following prices:
Mint. Used

#H630 2¢ White Plains ...... $ 125 $1.26
730 1c Chicago ........... .50 40
731 3¢ ChICago: »ive. . ernis oo .95 .55
35 3¢ Byrd .33 .30
750 3¢ Parks . .65 .60
51 le Parks ... 55 A7 A5
78 TIDOXS e nie .18 A3
759-93 Famous Americans ... 192.50 -0-

We have endeavored to keep a high stand-
ard in promptness and accuracy of our
appraisals. We pledge ourselves to main-
taining this position.

HOBBS STAMP CO.
38 Park Row N. Y. C. #1

Auction Sale'

Dec. 12, 1944

another collection of
UNITED STATES
BRITISH COLONIALS
GENERAL FOREIGN
LOTS BY COUNTRIES

ask for catalog

SPENCER ANDERSON
Western Brance Office
6513 Hollywood Blvd.
Hollywood (28) California

Philatelic Society, edited by Lester
Jankowski, 10 South ILa Salle St.,
Chicago 3, Ill.

SELL YOUR STAMPS IN THE NEW YORK MARKET
through
LICENSED AUCTIONEERS

We are not Stamp Dealers; but Licensed Auctioneers, under bond to the City of New York. As our busi-
ness islimited to the sale of stamps for others than ourselves, on a strictly commission basis, our enly interest lics

in securing the highest possible prices for the owner.

of stamps of any kind, let us handle them at auction for

If you are considering selling your collection or holdings
you. Immediate cash advances, up te $50,000.00,are al-

ways available, and desirable material can be depended upea te bring tep market prices at our Sales,

HUGH C. BARR, Inc.

~
BAAAAAAA AN AAAAAAAAAAR

38 PARK ROW NEW YORK CITY

~

Auction and Sales Calendar

Spencer Anderson, 6513 Hollywood Blvd., Hollywood, Calif.

Dec. 12 — U. S., Brit. Cols., General Foreign, Lots by countries.
Cosmos Stamp Co., 111 Nassau St.,, N. Y. 7

Nov. 24, 25 — United States Stamps
Equitable Stamp Company, 505 Fifth Ave., N. Y. City

Nov. 30 — British Empire

H. R. Harmer, 32 E. 57th St., N. Y. 22

Nov. 21, 22 — Europe. 2nd portion of an 80-volume Whole-World

Collection. )
Noy. 28, 29 — “Connoisseur Collection.”
Dec. 4 & 5 — “Connoisseur” Coll. of Foreign Rarities

Dec. 5, 6 — A Very Fine General Sale, with United States.
Dec. 12, 13— A fine British Colonial Collection, strong in Mint 20th

Century.

Dec. 19, 20— A General Sale of Unusual Quality.
Harmer, Rooke & Co., 560 Fifth Ave., N. Y. 19
Dec. 6, 7, 8, 13, 14, 15 — Charles Lothrop Pack, Canada, Newfld., Argen-
tine, Brazil, Spain, Cape of Good Hope, New South Wales, New
Zealand, Queensland and Victoria.

F. W. Kessler, 500 Fifth Ave., N. Y. 18

Nov. 30 — Airmail Rarities.

Eugene Klein, 212 S. 138th St., Phila., Pa.

Nov. 25— A. E. Tuttle Part XII

Europe, Brit. Cols. & Collections.

Mercury Stamp Co., 522 Fifth Ave, N.Y. 18 )
Nov. 28, 29 — Brit. Empire, Gt. Britain, Aden to Montserrat

Mint Sheet Brokerage Co., 615 Caxton Bldg., Cleveland 15, Ohio

Dec. 8 — Hi-Hat Sale

Vahan Mozian, Inc., 505 Fifth Ave., N. Y. 17, N. Y.
Nov. 22, 23 — Warren J. Brodie Collection — United States

Alfons Stach, 99 Nassau St., N, Y. 7

Nov. 27—Stock of M. Herbert Co.

MEKEEL’S WEEKLY
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ADLE

TS

RATES: 3c per word, four consecutive insertions o f same copy 10c per word. 500 words used at will
$10.00. Cash in advance for all adlet advertising, please. References required from new advertisers.
Display lines are 25¢ per line regardless of the number of words.

APPROVALS

APPROVALS

UNITED STATES

100 REAL GOOD British Colonies, 25 Cents,
with Approvals. H. H. Wheeler, 28 Forest
St., New Britain, Conn. [tf

FINE 1lc to 10c Foreign Appro%lls. Mur-
bush, Station A, Indianapolis, 8, India?‘%

WHOLE WORLD—Name the countries and
}‘\vlll send approvals which will please you.
arge stocks to choose from. Charles Essex,
Box 1214, Omaha, 1, Nebraska. [tf

MANY “Hard-to-find Stamps” in my low
and medium-priced approvals. 8. II. Shock,
70 Washington Rd., Asheville, N. Car. [tf
NEW ZEALAND, 22 Different for 5c¢ with
approvals. F. L. Thrasher, Macedon, N.[¥2.

APPROVALS, 1c, 2¢, 3c, issues before 1918.
Watermark detector free. Burt McCann Co.,
345 N. Newton, Minneapolis 5, Minn. [13

FOR QUALITY and prices on stamps, drop
me-a card for a trial selection on approvals.
References, please. H.P. Husom, McCleary,
Wash. [tf

FILL those empty spaces with our better-
grade approvals; for beginners and general
collectors. Weeck Stamp Co., 394 Clinton
Place, Newark, 8, N.J tf

USED FOREIGN. Singles, sets, blocks.
Approvals. Wantlists. Thuren, Box 95,
Brooklyn 14. N. Y. [tf

BRITISH COLONIES. George VI short
and complete mint sets on approval against
references. Irvin Singer, 44 Ritchie Ave.,
Wyoming 15, Ohio. [12

VENEZUELA Mint Set of five given free to
applicants requesting our foreign approv-
als. Chock-full of pictorials, commemora-
tives, Mint British Colonials, and Airmails.
Choice selections, reasonably priced. Global
Stamp Service, 1768 No. San Joaquin St.
Stockton, 20, Calif. [tf

APPROVALS reasonably priced, by conti-
nents, countries, etc. 1 cent upwards. Ref-
erence, please. Proctor, Dept. M, 3505
Broadway, New York 31. [12

J. S. Used or Mint on approval. Send Want
List. Peter Wetterquist, 1635 13th Ave,,
Rockford, I1. [‘1

PENNY APPROVALS by country. M. H.
IToerning, 109, Farmington, Ark. [13

555 DIFFERENT: Batum, Solomons, Liech-
tenstein, Antigua, Grenada, Caymans, Do-
minica, Montserrat, ete., $1.00. Approvals.
Best Stamps, Box 139, Bangor, Maine. [14

SCANDINAVIAN countries,Belgium, France,
Luxembourg, Russia, British Colonies, and
others. 19th and 20th Century, Mint and
Used. On Approval, No Junk, References.

Mac's Stamp House, 1625 Arlington, Hous-
ton 8, Texas. [tf

COSTA RICA. Beautiful new Victory Set
I'ree to approval applicants enclosing ref-

- erence. Fine stamps. Reasonable prices.

Riedell, Greensburg, Penna. [tf

NIGERIA, Burma, Scarce French Morocco,
Netherlands Boy Scout, Hungary Saint Ste-
phen, France 1940 issues, Swiss Pictorials,
oc¢ approval applicants. Joly Cub. 30 West
Washington, Chicago 2. [12

“WONDERFUL SERVIOE”, writes custom-
er #563 about our *all mint approvals”. Do
you like superb mint pictorials and com-
mens. from British Colonies, Russia, Africa,
South America? At prices that are right?
Do you want your collection to increase in
value? 1f you appreciate value, write us
today for your beautiful selection. Co-Op-
erative Stamp Company, Carthage, Mo.

APPROVALS attractively mounted by coun-
tries. Save time and money. Return post-
age Paid. Arthur Erickson, Box 1487,
Springfield, Mass.

BEGINNERS —Breaking up collection. Un-
usual items at pre-war prices. Post-card
Inm«vs wlvctmu Chasin, ¢/o I. Blank, 200

. 84th St, N.¥..C, [14

400 COMMEMORATIVES, over 35 Varieties,
including Army-Navy set, $1.00; 400 high-
value postage, $1.00; two pounds, unpicked
Zl .00, plus postage; 400 better foreign, $1.00,
Satisfaction guaranteed Maple Stamp Co.
197 Maple Ave., Irvington, N.J. [tf

NO PHILATELIC ENDEAVOR offers such
limitless field for study, research and pleas-
ure as Stamps and Covers of Confederate
States. A&provals upon receipt of refer-
ences. A Schumacher, 3239 Huntingdon,
Houston, Texas. [12

UNUSUAL U. 8. Bargain Bulletin, Free.
D. F. Chassy, 39 Park Row, N. Y. C. [12

1000 U.S. Stock Sortings, 55c. “Coastal”
Box 743, Sheridan, Oregon. (RE}

U.S. Mint Superb to V.F. One of each:
F#8T, $15.00; 88, 5.00; 89, 45.00; #90,
50.00; #92,15.00; #9.3 12.00; #94, 300 #95,
65.00; #96, 20. 00 H#97, 1:)00 398, 18 50 ;
#100, 60.00. Charles J. Winchester. 1202
Orange Ave., Coronado, Calif. [t

PACKET MATERIAL: A real bargain.
1,000 stamps with 100 varieties, $1.00. 4,000
stamps with 400 varieties, $5.00. Stamp
Corner, 32-06 150th St., Flushing, N.Y. [tf

FOREIGN

FREE PRICE LIST of thousands, complete,
unused, foreign sets. Walter Ma\ser, 2124
8th Ave., Oakland 6, Calif. [t

SOVIET RUSSIA complete sets and single
stamps. New issue service. Want-lists filled.
I'ree price-list. Lester Glass, 1831 Glenifer,
Phila. 41, Pa. [tf

PENNY APPROVALS — 10 free from first
500 book. Ken Robinson, 234 Glendora, Long
Beach 3, Calif. [36

LIBERIA exclusively complete. Invite in-
quiries. E. M. Kemeny, 24 Johnson Ave.,
Newark 8, N.J. [tf

OUR WORLD-WIDE pre-war stock we of-
fer at §1.00 per 1,000 with over 200 varieties,
and $5.00 per 5,000 with 500 varieties. Act
Now. Not much left. Stamp Corner, 32-06
150th Street, Flushing, N. Y. [tf

HAITI AIR MAILS
and all commemoratives e¢ver issued mint
for dealers only in stock. Also new issue
service against acceptable references. Can
furnish highest references. Use Flag stamps
as airmail postage. Oscar Weinreb, P. O.
Box B182, Port-au-Prince, Haiti. [eow]

CUBA  #353-357, complete set used, 25c;
same imperforate, 35c. A. S. Garlock, 1018
N. Rampart, Los Angeles 26, Calif.

BRITISH EMPIRE Mixture — Mint, picto-
rials, coronations, ete. $1 or $2. Thirty dif-
ferent Coronations, $1. Seiden, 1331 Inter-
vale, New York 59.

APPLICANTS! Caymans #100-02, Gibraltar
Z107-09A, S. W. Africa #165-66, 25¢. Phi-
lately Exchange, 82314 Maple, Santa Monica,
Calif. [14

APPROVALS—PACKETS! — 100 Different,
10c¢. Only a few of rh(- following items left,
which we offer at s than 1/ catalogue
value. All type of singles and qcl\ nn Ap-
|»rn\'nl. 100 Belgium. .90 ; 100 4 .90
100 Africa. .90: 100 Airmail, $2.75; 100 Brale,
00: 200 British (olnnles $2.50: 150 Chile,
£3.50 3 : 200 Lithuania, $14.50;
150 Sweden, $3.0 ll)(] United .States, .90;
130 United States, $3.50: 100 I)umlm(an Re-
publie, $2.¢ 4.; P]nhppme Islands, W(m
100 Ee 100 Guatemala 5
500 Different, 1000 World V nmn
Value $42.60. Special, $4.90. Morris 92.1mp
Co.. Dept. 102, Box 74. Rockaway, N. J. [tf

VACANT SPACES?
Your Junior Album would brighten up with
these beautiful pictorial, semi-postal and
airmail sets we are sending out on approval.
All of them fit your Junior — no leftovers
to mount along the margin. Drop us a line
today, and your selection will be sent im-
mediately.
PIONEER STAMP SERVICE
P. O. Box 145, Dept. 46, No. Park Sta.
San Diego 4, California

Page 334

SPAIN — 1850—6c black, § .75—first Spanish
stamp. R. H. A. Green, Ridgeview Hotel,
Evanston, Ill.

100 DIFFERENT Cuba, $1.00. Many com-
memoratives. Monjar, 1750 Fairmount, Cin-
cinnati, Ohio. > [14
FIJI, Mint. #104, 80c; #105 and 106, $2.75;

#103, 40c. Postage extra. Lists Free. Wm.
Sutton, 4933 Loughborough, St. Louis, 9, Mo.

REVENUES

FOREIGN REVENUES, Tax Paids, States.
Big stock. Vanderhoof, 339 Grand Ave.,
Long Beach, 4, Calif. [tf

PACKETS

500 DIFFERENT, $1.50; thousand Differ-
ent, $3.25. Navarre, 116 Nassau, New York 7.
[tf

CHRISTMAS SEALS

KEEP UP your Christmas Seal collection—
new seals arriving. American, Foreign, local
seals on approval. Beer stamps? Check list
15c. Ben L. Morris, Bellaire, Ohio. [t

MEKEEL’S WEEKLY

85 DIFF. U.S. some mint, $1.00; U.S.
#C24, mint, .50; blocks, $2.00. Paul Ahrens,
4th St., Mt Wolf, Penna. [12

CHRISTMAS GIFT. New selection 100 U. S.
stamps and Commemoratives, 48 cents.
Jungkind, Box 806M, Little Rock, Ark. [13

COMPLETE Mint Sets National Parks, 85c¢;
Farley Parks, 93c; Bicentennials, $1.10;
Army and Navy, 40c; Overrun Nations, 85¢;
Huguenot, $1.75; .Lexington, $1.45; Norse,
$1.70; White Plains sheet, $8.75. Postage
Extra. Lee Stamps, Great Neck, New YOlEkf

t

OLD SCARCE U.S. Seconds on approval.
Slightly defective, bargain prices. Herrn-
felds, 551 Clinton, Newark 8, N. J. [17

FINE TO SUPERB, Mint :—#230, .25; #232,
$1.20; 33, $1.35; 3235, $1. 00 #236, .80;
280, fine block, ‘S" 15 e
40 ; #3"6 $4.00; #327 ST oO
.30 4"‘398, 35; #399, $3.75; #4()021,
$T-10; "4()(1 $7.00. Returnable. A. A, Wild,
1: (.lhm Rd., Newtonville, Mass.

I HAVE PREPARED a Price List of U. S.

Stamps so that you can select the stamp

you want without computing extras or

discounts. — It is Free.

1st Column is Fine.

2nd Column is Very Fine.

3rd Column is Finest Possible Condition.
1920 LEXINGTON CONCORD ISSUE

1¢ Single, Mint A4 .16
Block, Mint .58 .62 .70

2¢ Single, Mint .26 .30 34
Block, Mint 115 1.26 140

e Single, Mint .85 95 1 10
Block, Mint 3.65 4.00

Cash with order plus postage under $2. ()O
I have no stamps 1940 to Date.
GEO. HUGUENIN
P. O. Box 311
Dunedin
Fla.

U.S. on Approval. References. Batson’'s,
3125 Normount, Baltimore 16M, Maryland.
[14

UNITED STATES Cancellation Packets: 25
Different 2¢ Columbian, 40c; 50 Diff., 90c;
10 Diff. #183, 50c; 30 Diff., $1.50; 25 Diff.
3¢ Green, 75c: 50 Diff.,, $2.00: 100 Diff. 2¢
Carmine 1890- 98, $2.50; 25 Dift. C23 Airmail,
o6, . Cancels on approval. ‘‘Cancels’”,
Box 743, Sheridan. Oregon. [14

.S.A. Mint Blocks: 614,
i 90 #616, 6.00; #617, .60; #618,
s 4‘:\)1‘) 3.75; #620, 1.15; #621, line blk.,
6.50 627, .70; #628, .50. ‘\Iauv later ones.
C1, 4.35; C2, center line, 30. ()0 :
10.00; C7, .50; C8, .70; C9, 1.00; C17, .40;
C18, 12,005 C20, 90; C21, 1.10; €22, 3.25.
Mostly only one copy available. Cash with
order. Postage extra below $1.00. What are
your needs in used early singles? A. Bauer,
30x 602, Bryn Mawr, Pa.

Say MEKEEL’S to Advertisers

Nov. 20, 1944



ADLETS

WANTED

MY SUPERB Outlets for choice nineteenth
century United States covers enable me to
pay prices fair to both Buyer and Seller.
Rare single items or collections always
wanted from early stampless to late Expo-
sitions, including Patriotics, Westerns, ete.
Your cover wants conscientiously filled. In-
quiries invited. Purchaser of the famous
“Bingham” stampless collection. Herman
Herst, Jr., 116 Nassau St., New York 7, Nﬁi

“FULL MARKET PRICES PAID”
for Collections, Accumulations and Mixtures;
singles and sets, old stamps on envelopes. Any
quantity. United States and Foreign. Prompt
payment. Over 30 years in business.
CONDOR STAMP COMPANY,
87 Nassau Street New York City T

UNITED STATES Stamps on Covers, 1845-
1880, in single covers or collection; Stampless
Covers, 1756-1856, and 19th Century Classics
on Covers; United States stamp collection. If
you prefer to buy, perhaps I can help you.
Harry M. Konwiser, 181 Claremont Avenue,
New York. [tf
PRECANCEL COLLECTIONS and accumu-

lations purchased. Write full description
before sending. Tracy Newton, Decatur, Cigf

UNCLASSIFIED

OVER a half Century of Service to Collect-
ors. Why don’t you get some direct ben-
efits? Join the A.P.S. now. Dr. H., A,
Davis, 3421 Colfax “A”, Denver 6, Colo. [tf

BREAKING Private Collection-Accumula-
tion, $20.00 Catalogue Value for $1.00. Chas.
Brensike, 1112% H. 11th, Duluth, Minn. [ 12

PANAMA. All collectors of Panama need this
profusely illustrated booklet of 62 pages,
which covers all issues up to 1921. Including
the Registration, Receipt, Retardo, Postage
Due, Wrappers, Post Cards and Telegraph
Issues. Send 3¢ to “Mekeel’'s Weekly Stamp
News”. P. O. Box 1660, Portland, 2, Maine.

CANADA WAR PRINT, used set 24 values,
airmails, pictorials, coils, $1.50. Navarre,
116 Nassau, New York 7.

POSTAL MARKINGS Magazine announces
Handbook #3—'"'The Waterbury Cancellations”
—3$1.00 a copy, fully illustrated. Send $2.00 for
Handbook 23 and a year’s subscription or a 3c
stamp for sample copy. 9 So. Ciinton St.,
Chicago [M3X

ASSORTMENT of 150 stamps from 60 coun-
tries, 35¢. Flags used any country, 4e each.
\W. A. Harris, 705 Belmont Street, Waverley,

W), Mass.

CANADA — Most all issues of the Provinee
of Canada - also of the Dominion from

1868-1903.  State want list and I'll submit
what is in stock. References. W. Weber,
631 Crescent, Buffalo, N. Y. A.P.S. 412.

CASH ON HAND for Wholesale Lots, Accu-
mulations and Dealer’s Stocks. Palm Stamp
Co., Box 29, Miami 1, Fla. [32

CHINA and Treaty Ports, singles, blocks,
unlisted, accumulations, collections, & ete.
J. R. Hughes, Park Bldg., Portland, 5, Ofte:f

WANTED: U.S. SECONDS. Unusual high
prices paid for your slightly defective high
value 19th and 20th Century U.S. in all is-
sues. Immediate payment by return check.
D. F. Chassy, 38 Park Row, N.Y.7, N.Y. [tf

OLD MAINE Covers wanted. Please write
me what you have for disposal, but do not
send material unless I ask for it. Sterling
T. Dow, 197 Pine St., Portland, Me.

WE BUY United States 19th/20th better
grade with minor defects, also mint post-
age, slight discount. Navarre, 116 Nassau,
New York 7. [tf
FAMOUS AMERICANS 10c¢ value. Will pay
double face for well centered mint sheets or
plate blocks and 15c each for singles aud
plain blocks. Robert J. Pitchell, Box 43,
Fordhain Station, New York 58. [GE

IMMEDIATE CASH for your “ﬁscnlly_cnn—
celled” British Colonials. (Pen, pencil or

colored cancels — medium and high values,
especially.) Estates Stamps, Foxlake, Wis.
COVERS

15 CENSORED COVERS for $1.00. All dif-
ferent countries. Satisfaction or money
back. Liberty Circle, 127 Nassau St., New
York, 7. [tf

20 COVERS $1.00.

Includes 1st flight, 1st

day. censored, foreign, obsolete APO’s.

Ogden Stamps, 465% S. Ogden Drive, Los

Angeles 36, California. [13
AUCTIONS

ACE — A B C Bulletin brings to you our
auction catalogue — prices realized at pre-
vious sales—market comments—special bar-
gains, and notes on things old and new.
You will find it entertaining and profitable.
Free on request. Ace Stamp Co., 513 Ninth
"Chester Bldg.. Cleveland 14, Ohio. [tf

LITTLE GUYS’ Mail Auctions for the Be-
ginner as well as the specialist. Request
Catalogues. Miller Stamp Co., 384(2) High-
land Avenue, Malden 48, Massachusetts. [tf

PHILATELIC LITERATURE

WANTED — Lists and indices of articles
and books of all kinds, especially Latin
America: indices appearing in “Mekeel’s”
before 1929, any in “Gossip”, “Chambers",
“American Philatelist”, ete *“Catalogo de
Sellos de Chile”, by Socopo; “Catalogo de
Selos’, by Ariro; or others. Sample copies
of philatelic publications, U.S. and Latin

MIXTURES

FULL MARKET PRICES and SPOT CASH

for substantial general and specialized
Collections and Accumulations. Prompt
Attention and Payments.

(over 30 years in Business)
CONDOR STAMP COMPANY

87 Nassau St. New York City 7
(Dept. M 61) [tf

WHOLESALE
EVERY DEALER needs the “Stamp Whole-
saler” — World's Largest Stamp Trade

Journal. 21 issues, $1.00 (stamp dealers
only!). Stamp Wholesaler, Dept. 8-C, Bur-
lington, Vermont. [tf

B. N. A. — Wholesale List #23, free to deal-
ers only. J. N. Sissons, 204 Glenrose Ave.,
Toronto, Canada. [tf

WHOLESALE PRICE LIST Free upon re-
quest. Palm Stamp Co., Box 29, Miami 1, Fla.

'[32
WHOLESALE PRICE LIST for dealers
only. Thousands of illustrated offers—sets,
singles, rarities, collections, packets, ete.
(No post cards, please.) Stamp Import
Bxport, 130 West 42nd, New York 18. [tf

NEW SPECIAL OFFERS Ready! New is-
sues, British Colonies, Airmails, Belgium,
Congo, France, Germany, Russia, sets and
singles. 8. Serebrakian, Hotel Astor, New
York 19. [tf

UNITED STATES LIST Free to Dealers.
Navarre, 116 Nassau, New York 7. [tf

FAMOUS MISSION Mixtures from world-
wide accumulations. Two assortments: #1,
U.S.; #3, All-World Lot, including TU. S.
Rich in new, old, commems., pictorials, hi-s,
airs, ete. $1.00 each, postpaid. About 1,500
on, off paper. Large variety. Missions
Stamp Outlet, Rev. Leslie Marshall, man-
ager, Paterson 1, New Jersey. [tf

CANADA MISSION Mixture — including a
good showing War issue pictorials. Pound
$1.00, postpaid. Odias Demers, Sanford, Me.

[11

WE BOUGHT OUT a Stamp Company —
So we are passing on these bargains to you.
Pound foreign mixture, off paper, $5. Half
pound, $3. Sample ounce, 50c. 85 Poland
pre-war, catalogued $1.74, for 75c¢. Poland
27-28 and 29, inverted surcharge, catalogue
$3, for $1.75. 15 different 10¢ packets, $1.
25 different 5S¢ packets, $1. Five pounds
U. 8. Office Mixture, $1.50. Pound U.S.
Coils, $1.25. Order any 3 of above and re-
ceive Poland airmail locals Free. Any six
and get also Odessa Charity World War |
set Free. Witmer Eberle & Company, 1018
Girard, Harrisburg, Pa. [12

SOUTH AND CENTRAL American Mixture,
good variety and value, 40 Grams (about
900 stamps), $2.00; 120 Gr., $5.50; also
either Latin Airs and high values or British
Colonies used in $5.00 or $10.00 lots. Satis-
faction guaranteed. Wallace P. Potter, P.O.
Drawer 988, Eugene, Oregon. [tf

IDEAL Holiday Gift for Collectors. Giant
five pound package guaranteed enriched
U. 8. Mission Mixture at $2.50 postpaid.
Generous sample, 25¢. Immediate shipment.
Jennings, 8 Russell Road, Dedham, Mass.[14

U. S, MIXTURE:
memoratives, precancels

containing hivalues, com-
ete. Good for

blocks, 30c¢ Ih., 10 lbs., 80 Postpaid. J. W.
Dauber & Son, Bethesda, 14, Maryland. [30
AIR MAIL

AIRMAIL COLLECTIONS — $2
Very fine collections of 100 different used
Latin-American airmails assembled exclu-
sively from shipments received from a non-
philatelic source. Value-packed with better-
grade items, high values, latest issues, ete.,
without regard to Scott or Sanabria. Price
$2. Returnable if not the best $2 buy you
ever made. HEd. Saphire, Box 95, Midwood
Station, Brooklyn. N. Y. [tf

MINT, USED, singles and sets on approval.
Attractive prices. Old First Flight Covers,
U. S. and Foreign. Riedell, Greensburg, l?tlf

AIRMAILS, 25 different, only 10c with ap-
proval selection. Paul Rawden, Box 2020,
Westville, New Haven, Conn. [14

USED AIRMAILS. Singles, Sets, Blocks.
Box 95,

America. Nelson Rolfe, 420 E. Foster Approvals. Wantlists. Thuren,
St., Melrose 76, Mass. [12 Brooklyn 14, N. Y. [tf
GIANT PHILATELIC MAIL, including 100 DIFFERENT, $1.25; 200 Different, $3.25;

magazjnes, d¢c. Wilbur Errickson, English-
town, N.J [58
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500 Different, $16.50; thousand Different,
$40. Navarre, 116 Nassau, New York 7. [tf
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PRECANCELS

Ask PISER for the precancels you want.
All issues. P. O. Box 67, Flushing, N. Y. [tf

BARGAIN TO PRECANCEL COLLECT-
ORS! 50 ALL DIFFERENT PRESIDEN-
TIAL BUREAUS WORTH $1.00. THIS
PACKET IS FREE TO NEW SUBSCRIB-
ERS TO “PRECANCEL OPTIMIST”, 32-
PAGE ILLUSTRATED MONTHLY. SEND
$1.00 TO GUNESCH PRECANCEL HOUSE,
W W. WASHINGTON, CHICAGO 2, ILLS.

FINE U.S. and Foreign to exchange for
job lots and Collections of good precancels.
Also will buy. Fred W. Allen, Box 539,
New Rochelle. N. Y. [tf

THOUSAND MIXED, §$1.33;
Obsolete Bureaus, $1. Navarre, 116 Nassau,
New York 7. [tf

WANTED TO BUY

WE PAY spot cash for collections, job lots,
dealers’ stocks, etc., worth from $10.00 to
%1.(‘)100.00. AKe{gwln Stamp Co., Vlnelamti‘,

PUBLICATIONS

U.S. GUIDE LINE Catalog — Prices 3500
guide-line positions on straight edges. U. S.
Postage, Commemorative, Air Mail, etc.
Fourth Edition ready, 20c. J. H. Davis
Reynolds. Flint 6, Michigan.

EXCHANGE

EXCHANGE from approval sheets at 109%
discount. Want list service from 209% up,
depending on popularity of stamps you
send. International Exchange, Box 5121,
Metro Station, Los Angeles 55, Calif. [tf

STAMP EXCHANGE for Adults. Free Leaf-
let. Liberty Stamp Exchange Circle, 127
Nassau St., N. Y.C. 7. [tf

SEND 100 your Foreign Duplicates and 10¢,
receive 110 of mine. Have 50,000 to swap as
often as you like. Richard Smith, North
Main. Dunkirk, Indiana. 2

ADVANCED COLLECTOR exchanges, buys.
Steinhardt, 521 Foothillroad, Beverlyhills,
California. [13
HAVE UNITED STATES and Foreign First
Day Covers to trade for United States and
I'lln't'i_u'n stamps. Doctor Feinerman, Macomb,
[linois.

STATE TAX STAMPS

200 DIFFERENT §1.50 Approvals — Ex-
change. Accumulations wanted for cm;h.
tf

James Seville, Statesville, N. C.

STAMP STORES

BUFFALO, N.Y. Want Lists any country
filled for reference. Open Thursday eve-
nings. Wanted, all exposition covers. The
Stamp House, 35 Court. [tf
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“The House That Stamps Built”

Western Stamp Collector

Established 1930
Published Weekly at
Albany, Oregon

A newspaper for stamp collectors —
the ORIGINAL tabloid, newspaper style
stamp paper in U. S. 2

50c per year in U. S. A.

(3 years for $1.00)
Elsewhere $1.00 per year
Edited by AL BURNS
AL al.(l ARLENE VAN DAHL,
Publishers

Department Editors and Columnists:

Harry M. Konwiser, U.S. Postal
History .

William \V. Wylie, short news

Prescott Holden Thorp, Stephen G.
Rich. William M. Stuart, Washing-
ton news

W. Dennis Way (editor of Stamp Col-
lector's Fortnight, London), London
Letter

Don F. Nichols,
U. S. Notes

Franklin R. Bruns, News About New
Stamps

Rev. H. N. Van Voorhis, Precancels

Sample Copy free on request.

Stamp FKFinance and

Our merchandise department offers
the following material:

MINT SHEET FILE

Made of best grade glassine paper, and
covered with Manila filing paper. Con-
tains 20 pockets, size approx. 11x12 in.,
and will hold at least 20 full sheets of

U. S. stamps. May be trimmed if neces-
sary to fit any container which holds
smaller size. Supply is limited. Order

now.
Price 45¢ each, postpaid.
Six for $2.50, postpaid.

MINT BLOCK FILE

Consists of 20 pockets, each of which
will hold blocks as large as plate blocks
Pockets are made of high grade
ine (transparent) paper. The cover
is stiff, durable cardboard and so folded
that blocks cannot fall out of file. Size
folded is 4x6 inches approximately.
Makes an ideal storage place for valu-
able duplicates and is a dandy pocket
wallet.

EACH 10 CENTS
6 or more sent postpaid at d0e¢ each.
It is advisable to stock up on these now,
as glassine is searce material and sup-
plies may not be replenished.

The notice from the largest wholesalers
to the effect that all numbers of glassine
envelopes have been discontinued for the
duration will soon find the hobby with-
out convenient housing facilities for
stamps. There is still, however, avail-
able here,

GLASSINE CONTAINERS

in the form of small, ﬂar open-end bags
in the size of 3x5 to 54 inches. These
are made of regular glassine paper and
come somewhat cheaper than envelopes,
but serve the same purpose and are an
excellent “substitute” for the envelopes.
We can sell these at 500 for $1.65; 1000
for $2.95. All postpaid, 100 for 35¢ post-
paid. Available quantities are linMed.

Western Stamp Collector
ALBANY, OREGON
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Sees All--

Remember Wakonda Stamp Co., N.
C.? They moved out to the Mid-
wcst some time ago, but will soon re-
open in N. Y. C. They used to handle
U.S. only; don't know what they
handle now.

If you need the 1 sucre red Ecuador
semi - official airmail, Stevens, 2992
Quentin, Brooklyn, N.Y., has some.

Albert H. Gleason, 5315 N. Laramie
Ave., Chicago 30, Ill, is a specialist in
Guatemala issues. He is interested in
any and all varieties.

Here's a cute one. A certain old-
time dealer’s stock was recently placed
on the market. At the time the first
announcement of its availability was
made, a local with lots of money made
a hurried trip to the old-timer to buy.
He made a flat offer of $10,000, and
to back it up, had 10 one-thousand-
dollar bills with him. The old-timer
informed him scornfully that the stock
was worth $20,000 and he would not
sell at less. No offers were ever made
approaching this figure. The entire
stock was sold at auction. Price real-
ized less than $8,500. Ho hum.

John Fox, who recently opened an
office at 116 Nassau St., showed us a
lot of beautiful patriotics including a
few Gold Magnus covers. The prices
aren’t too stiff, either.

The wholesale market in better-
grade sets is just about cleaned out.
There is almost nothing around. Aus-
tralian prices are all up at least 20%.
The cheap packet material has jumped
as high as 50%, and deliveries are four
to six months.

If you live in Brooklyn, lend a hand
to Patrolman H. J. Blank of the 70th
Precinct. He is to be congratulated on
his stamp work with the younger gen-
eration, holds meetings, and has attend-
ance as high as 100 at a meeting. (It
certainly helps to keep the kids off
the street.)

Frank Knina, 48 West 48th St.,
Y. C., has a quantity of the various
miniature sheets for sale. He's even
published a pricelist.

When you get in or near Scranton,
Penna., stop in at Stuck’s, 312 N. Wash-
ington Ave. They have a fine general
stock. Saw them at the Newark Show,
and they appeared to be doing as much
business as anyone on the floor.

One of the Bronx, N. Y. post offices
has a few sheets of overrun nations not
on the agency list. More information
is needed by us so we can put in the
correct story.

About 8 weeks ago, we wrote the
story of the Tunisian Liberation stamp
at 85c per copy. We've been told that
Alfons Stach, 99 Nassau St., has what
is left of that lot.

If you're looking for Farleys, write
to H. C. Tate, 5619 Annunciation St.,
New Orleans, La. He can probably
supply.

MEKEEL'S WEEKLY

Robson Lowe’s
CABLEGRAM

Regent Catalogue Volume I
and Great Britain Catalogue
out of print. Regent Cata-

logue Volume II 3 shillings

6 pence, postfree. Hand-
struck Catalogue 11 shillings,
postfree. - Subject stocks
available.

50 Pall Mall, London,
S. W. 1, England

U. S. GRILLS

#1340 cent., corner perf. off
135* Fine, O. G.
136* V. EH.. O.G:
1870 V. F., centered

1390 Very light grill
1410 Good copy and grill ...

and

1430 Close top but fine
cancel. Bargain
Well cent.. light grill

Centered, light grill

1440
1440

Returnable for any reason.

DR. C. EDW. GREENE

254 Washington Ave.,

Chelsea, Mass,

Classic British

FROM A GROWING STOCK.

GT. BRITAIN, #1, Penny Black,
Very Fine Used <. .osc.oveanoses

CAPE OF GOOD HOPE #4, 4d Tri-
angle, Very Fine Used ...... 2.

GT. BRITAIN, #U3, 1d Mulready,
BRI S s e o sels e R R D e St 3.00

A fine lot of Murleady covers, both val-
ues, used and unused, as well as private
reproductions, philatelic and otherwise,
available for your inspection. One first
day cover of the Mulready (May 6,
1840) available at $35.00.

HERMAN HERST, JR.

116 Nassau St., New York 7, N. Y.

Free French Provisionals

One of eur Specialties
Demand Price List and
particulars of Field’s
renowned
BRITISH COLONIAL
NEW ISSUE SERVICE

DAVID FIELD, LTD.

also

Stamp Dealers since 1884
7 Vigo St. London, W. 1, England

[eowl
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Some Observations on the 1847 Issue

Preceded by Some Additional Notes “on
The Premieres Gravures of 1861

Upward of fifty years ago, Mr.
John N. Luff, one of our foremost
students of United States postage
stamps, issued a book upon these
stamps after an intensive study which,
from the facts presented, undoubtedly
included an “examination of “‘source
material”. While some students have
been able to add to his studies since
its publication, it still stands out to-
day as the foremost authority on the
“Postage Stamps of the United States,
1845-1901”". Many later-day writers
have copied and rewritten much of
his material, but as yet no single book
has replaced the Luff volume.

In this publication, Mr. Luff pre-
sents the story of the “premieres gra-
vures” of 1861, which he had studied
and written about a few years earlier.
As these differed from the more com-
mon series, they were separated into
two sets, and the stamps were cata-
logued and listed accordingly.

A few years back, Mr. Stanley B.
Ashbrook took issue with Mr. Luff’s
theory and began to write about the
stamps from his own observations. He
believes in the correctness of his con-
clusions and described them in his
recent article as “facts” yet produces
absolutely nothing to prove his state-
ments.

We have never contensded that the
Luff theory was correct nor that the
Ashbrook theory was wrong. No
documentary proof has been presented
in either case. We have said that Luff’s
theory has been accepted for fifty
years, so why substitute another? We
want documents to prove Mr. Ash-
brook’s contentions. so why does he
not visit Washington, search the files
and then present his story with facts,
not theories. We are frank in saying
we do not know the correct answer.

In his recent booklet, Mr. Ash-
brook quotes prices that these stamps
brought a few years ago and what
they sold for at the Potts Sale. Pray
tell us what price has to do with cat-
alogue standing? We believe his argu-
ments are weak when he has to resort
to such means to prejudice the col-

Aug. 14, 1944

BY PHILIP H. WARD, JR.

lector against the issue. Mr. Ashbrook
realizes that his pounding of this issue
caused the break. Mr. Prescott H.
Thorp describes this as a smear cam-
paign and in his article in the Western
Stamp Collector (July 12, 1944),
writes: “Heaven protect us from any
more of this kind of ‘truth seeking’.”

How long would the 1851 1c types
stand up if we wrote constantly on
the fact that they are all from the
same die, that the types are due to
the enlargements of the gutters, and
that we are foolish to pay $1,000 for
one stamp that was rocked in care-
fully and did not have its ornaments
removed while its sister stamp on the
same plate with some of the decora-
tions missing is worth only $15? And
why are all these do-dads on the 1c
and roc worthy of full catalogue rank
while equally important varieties of
the r2c and 3oc are regulated to small
type? Then if price is a considera-
tion to be discussed, the 1c 1851 III
(99R2) in the same Potts Sale, cata-
logued $600 — cost $500 — and
sold at -$27. This stamp, like the
stamps Mr. Ashbrook referred to, was,
of course, damaged, and there were
dozens of other varieties in the same
sale that sold on the same basis. As
Mr. Ashbrook refers to the subject,

we might mention in passing that the
Potts estate received only about one-
third of their cost from his collection,
due entirely to the fact that Mr. Potts,
in numerous instances, unfortunately
paid substantial prices for badly dam-
aged or inferior copies.

We have never been one to accept
any unsubstantiated statement as phil-
atelic gospel. We know Mr. Ashbrook
can be wrong as well as anyone else.
In fact, we can prove it. Last week °
while in Washington, we saw an origi-
nal letter in the Post Office files that
proves Mr. Ashbrook to be wrong in
two of his other theories. This is not
imagination, but an actual signed let-
ter. In one of his theories, he writes
that a certain fact, now definitely
proven true, “could not be true by
the wildest imagination”.

In the Stamp Specialist, 1939, Vol.
1, Part 1, page 39, Mr. Ashbrook states
referring to his article in Stamps for
April 10, 1937: “I attempted to dem-
onstrate why I was fully convinced
that the 1847 stamps were not printed
from steel plates, as had generally been
considered up to the time of that
article, but on the contrary were
printed from plates made of copper.
To many philatelists, the question as

(Continued on Page 109)

SOMETHING UNUSUAL AND INTERESTING

Why not start your collection with something really interesting, as well as unusual?
We can supply two early American Bank Notes, one showing the portrait of Franklin,
from which the original die of the 5c 1847 was made, and the other showing the portrait
of Washington from which the original die of the 10c 1847 was made. These old bills
are both in good condition and are quite scarce; the pair, $10.00. Also, we offer a $10.00
bill of the Bank of West Florida at Appalachicola, showing earliest known use of the
portrait of Washington, later used in the 10c 1847, price, $3.95.
OLD RAILROAD BONDS ON REVENUE STAMPED PAPER

We offer five different beautiful engraved large old Railroad bonds, mostly with interest
coupons attached, and with one or more stamps to each bond, face value, $3,600.00 (Cat.
$31.50), for $5.25, post free.

POTATO TAX STAMPS: Short Mint set of 10 .............couunen A roes $3.20

#461, 2¢ SINGLE LINE WATERMARK, PERF. 11
We offer a brilliant mint copy, centering practically perfect, for $7.00; bloek of four,
$28.00. Also, an exceptionally fine plate block of six, cataloguing $75.00, for $47.50.
SPECIAL HAWAITAN ENTIRE ENVELOPE PACKET
Includes the le. 2¢. with and without lines, 4e, Se, 10¢, “Special Despateh”, and the
le, 2¢ 5e, 10e with overprint; 10 var. of Hawaiian envelopes, all large pictorial designs
all unused and entire, $15.00,

HAWAITAN REGULAR POSTAL CARDS, COMPLETE 9 Different ....... . $2.75
1930 ZEPPELIN ISSUE

We have always found this set scarcer used than unused. A recent acquisition of a few
used sets enables us to offer the complete set at $46.00, in fine condition; extra fine con-
dition. 109 additional. We can also supply a few complete sets, each stamp on the original
cover, carried on the Zeppelin Flight, for $52.00 the sef.

A copy of our U. 8. and B. N. A, price list will be sent gladly upon receipt of postage. g

STANLEY GIBBONS INC. 38 (M) Park Row New York, 7, New York
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IF INTERESTED IN UNITED STATES STAMPS

‘ WE B uY Stamp Collections, general or
\ specialized. Dealer's Stocks, CONFEDERATE STATES CANAL ZONE
& Job Lots, etc. Anything desirable. Free CUBA GUAM
appraisals. High prices. Prompt cash. 85 HAWAII PANAMA
years in business. Write us before selling. PHILIPPINES PORTO RICO
= 2 Let me know what you need. The chances are | can help you, at the right price. =
MAX F. BIER CO. Aﬁ\ I also have a fire lot of British Colonials, hoth 1#th and 20th century.
A . ' —y - - '3 ol
Box 14 Staten Island, N. Y. O, H. A. ROBINETTE, 900 F Street N. W.. WASHINGTON, D. C.

FREE

New Supplement Convention Program

Wednesday, August 16—

(Julle 194“1‘ Ediliull) 10.00 A. M. Registration begins. l\hwhd and Bourse f\p"m
to 8.00 P. M. Informal Reception for the officers of A.P.S

our d944 catalog of sets offering 10.00 P. M. Exhibition and Bourse closes.
hundreds of mnew issues, cl¢. Ask
for your copy. Thursday, August 17—

This 20-page booklet |'““lg; m;r 10.00 A. M. Bourse and Exhibition opens.
1944 catalog of sets up to date. It R ON A ! Sy i
wives all p““. changes occurred IL»).(nl A. M. First ByllsrﬂfM Session. : o
from Nov., 1943, to June 15, 1944. 12.30 P. M. Ladies' Luncheon, followed by Lecture on Etchings, by Dr. George

New, in the Empire Room.
NEW YORK STAMP CO. INC. e g . Rer | il St

Convention Photograph,

\'F“\i{’) 5(1)"{1111(A‘igu‘;\9 Y A 2.00 P. M. Visit to the Wm. J. Uihlien Stamp Collection (Milwaukee Public
2= St Museum).

8.00 P. M. A Tiled Meeting of the Temple Shamp Club, A. P. S. Chapter No.

W A 5 o S T P T
U S USED BLOCKS OF FOUR 201 as hosts to Masonic Club of New York. All Masonic

206 ..., 100 235 .... 3.65 51ba ... 20 Philatelists are invited to attend.
1.00  : B0 51T ... 24 10.00 P. M. Bourse and Exhibits close.
1.40 A5 S e ore ..'13-_)
85 95 614 ... 45 Friday, August 18—
‘1;(.1} é"’; ::é? ﬁ 10.00 A. M. Bourse and Exhibits open.
90 80 692 .... .16 10.00 A. M. Second Business Session.
-20 A3 694 ... 3,'3 10.30 A. M. Ladies' Brunch (Breakfast-Luncheon).
:‘:(-: 433 ;8 ‘?;} 255 g 2.00 P. M. Visit to Joseph Schlitz Brewing Co. :
\l.«m\ others in stock — What do \3)“ 6.00 P. M. Supper of the American Airmail Society, at Cudworth Post,
need ? R. J. LEWINSON C ﬁh Arnerican Legion:
525 West End Ave., N.Y. 24, N.Y. 800/ PLMY Ancthion: <
MlNT BR'T'SH SPECU\LS 8.00 P. M. Ladies' Card Party.
[0.00 P. M. Bourse and Exhibit closes.
5 st Ilv|vn.l, 118-2 '!'5

Saturday, August |19—Wisconsin State Federation Day

C2-4
((';“"1 10.00 A. M. Bourse and Exhibit opens.
> 10.00 A. M. Third Business Session.
> 1s., 1-8 1.50 b . s
l':‘l‘:(”t"l I’:l nls )IK)) Bnlhll Sets — 2.00 P. M. Annual Meeting Federation of Stamp Clubs.
Want Lists filled for Mint and Used British. 2.00 P. M. Annual Meeting American Airmail Society.
JOS. F. NEGRE l‘l?)sl-‘:)gégrﬁ:::l' ll’:i‘; ¥ 6.30 P. M. Bourse and Exhibits close.
: it Pl MO 7.00 P. M. Annual Award and awarding of trophies.
CHANGE OF ADDRESS 1201 A. M. Meeting of the Footloose Philatelists.
Change of address should reach us Sunday, August 20—
two weeks in advance. Always in- 10.00 A. M. Bourse and Exhibition opens.
clude old as well as new address. 10.30 A. M. Philatelic Writers' Breakfast.
)
|
CO"ECt U Sed BIOCkS | THE WHITE HOUSE
centered — neat cancels — superb! WASHINGTON

June 26, 1944

f1he Presidential ....oociiiiiiiiiie
Tc Presidential s<:.cecieipnecenanns
16¢ Presidential ..........co0c0eeann

Dear Mr Lybarger:

106 Prostdentinl ... .ye s sainsssanes | am glad to learn in your letter of June twenty-first that the forthcoming meeting
-'_l': ;':‘:::::::::::: Ay 1 5 of thc Arperican Phi.latglic Soc.iety in Milw_aukec will be on a streamlined basis, in
{100 Ph s Barts (0] oM e sl - keeping with the limitations which the war imposes.
1-10¢ Famous Am, (35) comp. ......... D It is well that we should, in these strenuous times, maintain, as best we can, our *

WILLIAM T ADAMS interest in our a.voca{ions. Such an interest will help to strengthen morale. And a

= . global war inevitably turns our thoughts to world geography, interest in which s
§ > 1if. . % 3 4
Box 1104 Sanldosoptmoal always quickened and stimulated by stamp collecting.

| send my best wishes for a successful, albeit limited and circumscribed meeting

EMCO MONTHLY JOURNAL this year.

Interesting Stamp Articles — Origl- Very sincerely yours,
nal Information on Counterfeits and
Varieties. Don’t Miss A Copy. FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT /s/
Subseribe Today! b0c a year. Donald F. Lybalqex, Esq.,

PATRIOTIC ENVELOPES President,

Use them in writing your friends. American Philatelic Society,
10 Different Designs. 100 for $1.00. ElourtIHodusl? o
1944 APPROVAL BOOKS J U LUCRLEGES L

We have made up brand new ap-
proval books. They contain medium,
cheap and better-grade stamps at rea- SELL YOUR STAMPS IN THE NEW YORK MARKET
;nnnble pnfces ‘%ﬂ\ us to 8011]? a book shrouck
rom your favorite country you are
a new customer, give references, and LICENSED AUCTIONEERS
mention this ad. We will give you a We are not Stamp Dealers; but Licensed Auctioneers, under bond to the C ny of New York. As our busi-
free one year’'s subsecription to our ness islimited to the sale of stamps for others than ourselves, on a strictly commission basis, our only interest lies
“Emco Monthly Journal’. in securing the highest possible prices for the owner. 1f you are considering selling yourcollrcuon or holdings

of stampsof any kind. let us handle them at auction for you. Immediate cash advances,up to £50,000.00,are al-

MARKS STAMP CO. LIMITED wa)savpallablc and desirable material can be depended upon to bring top market prices ;tgu-' Sﬁaslcx
258 College St. Toronto, Ont.

HUGH C. BARR, Inc. 38 PARK ROW NEW YORK CITVY
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Some Observations
On the 1847 Issue

(Continued from Page 99 )

to whether the 1847 plates were made
of copper or steel may seem a very
trivial matter, but my discovery was
to me quite an important factor, be-
cause it explained fully many points
which had sorely puzzled me in the
past twenty years .

We have found in the Post Office
files, dated New York, March 20,
1847, the following letter written and
signed by the engravers Rawdon,
Wright, Hatch and Edson in regards
to the work they are about to per-
form in connection with the 1847
series of stamps.

“The undersigned propose to En-
grave Steel Dies, and to provide Steel
plates for Five and Ten cent Stamps
for the U.S. Post Office Department,
without charge for the same, or for
keeping them in repair, and to fur-
nish stamps from the same on suit-
able paper, of the best quality, pre-
pared for use with gum, at the rate
of Twenty-Five Cents per One
Thousand Samps. The Stamps are to
be executed in the best style of line
Engraving, and the Dies and plates to
belong to, and to be held for the ex-
clusive use of the Post Office De-
partment,

Rawdon, Wright, Hatch & Edson.
New York, Mar. 20, 1847".

This proves conclusively that Mr.
Ashbrook’s theory of the copper plate
iS 100 per cent wrong.

In the same article on page 40, Mr.
Ashbrook states in referring to the
Knapp copy of the 1847 1oc with
double transfer: “In spite of the fact
I considered the stamp was a genuine
plate variety, 1 could not explain to
my entire satisfaction how such a
double transfer could possibly originate
from a plate made of steel. Therein
Jay the solution, because while such a
double transfer could not by the
wildest imagination originate from a
steel plate, such a variety could most
assuredly originate from a plate made
of copper. And thus, the Knapp roc
1847 stamp with the unique double
transfer was the direct solution of
various problems which had puzzled
me for years, principal among which
was the question, what was the real

reason why it was impossible to make
any progress whatsoever in recon-
structing the sc 1847 plates?”

Here again Mr. Ashbrook is 100 per
cent wrong in his theory, although
he states what is actually so could not
be true by the “wildest imagination™.
Mr. Ashbrook being definitely wrong
in two of his conclusions where he
was equally positive, would not one
conclude that he may have again
drawn® incorrect conclusions in his
study of the 1861 series?

As opportunity offers, we hope to
continue our search and locate some-
thing in Washington which will give
us “facts”. When facts are available,
we will be glad to accept them.

Unissued Airmail Stamps
Mr. L.

corner block of four stamps which he

Cahen, of Marlow, has a

received from a friend in South Af-
rica. The block is imperforate, un-
gummed, and printed in deep green,
but it is understood that impr:ssions
exist also in red, and with rouletting
between the stamps. The design shows
an airplane in flight over a map of
East Africa, and is reminiscent of the
Madagascar airmail type of 1935-38.

Our correspondent writes:— “They
were actually the last stamps to be
printed by the Italians in Addis
Ababa, and apparently they were never
issued.

“Col. Kruger, who is head of the
Government Printing Works in South
Africa, was sent to Addis Ababa as
soon as it was taken, and there he
took over the Italian printing works

and reorganised them for the new
government.
“He found these stamps at the

works, and my friend in South Africa
has sent them on to me. My friend
received them straight from Col.
Kruger.”

No face value appears on the stamps,
but the inscriptions are as follows:—
(At top) “Buono Posta Aerea” (Good
for Airmail Postage); (at foot) “Let-
tere Dirette in A. O.1. Aprile 1941—
XIX" (Letters addressed in Italian
East Africa April 1941 the rgth year
of Fascism). The inscription at the
foot of the red stamps is slightly dif-
ferent.—The Stamp Lover, England.

WANTED TO BUY -Any Stamp—Any Country!

For Example:

We urgently need U. 8. and foreign stamps!
TOP CASH PRICES paid.
insured mail for FREE appraisal. No obligations! Immediate reply.

mulations. estates, or rare single items.

NATIONAL STAMP SALES,

Aug. 14, 1944

Fine Mint Columbians (Scott #230-245) — $130

- collections, accu-
Send stamps by
[eowil

Anything worth while

276 W. 43rd St., New York, N.Y.

MEKEEL’S WEEKLY

Monthly
Philatelic
Bulletin

¥hch month The Windsor Stamp Co.
publish THE WINDSOR MONTHLY
PHILATELIC BULLETIN, an attract-
ive and informative 12-page illustrated
list. Contents Include many offers of in-
teresting stamps, all of which are priced
in U.S. currency, and including see-
tions for Empire and Foreign: New
Issues: Stamps for Investment: High
Value; Specimens; Accessories: Special
Offers and a Monthly Outstanding Bar-
gain. No, we are not telling yvou any
more, as wish you to obtain and judge
the M. P. M. for vourself and of ‘course
as a subseriber have the exclusive offers
each month of stamps in short supply
at reasonable prices.

Subscription 50c for one year’s supply,
which please remit by Post Office Money
Order.

THE WINDSOR STAMP CO.
UCKFIELD, SUSSEX, ENGLAND

WANTED

Early U. S. Commemoratives
On Cover

I am buying anything previous to
1930. No lot too common,

DON F. NICHOLS
“Your Philatélic Broker” qu

Hotel Nichols, S8o. Haven, Mich.

THE HANDSTRUCK
GATALOGUE

1661-1900

This is the only catalogue of Handstruck
Postage Stamps of the British Empite,
and lists every known recorded marking
with prices. All Provisional Handstruck
Stamps issued prior to 1900 are listed,
and those in use in Great Britain from 1840
to 1853 are catalogued in detail. The
historical data included is invaluable to
the collector — as is the catalogue itself.

Price 10/6 plus 6d postage,

which includes the December, 1942, Sup-
plement. The latter can be obtained
separately. Price 1/6 plus 2d postage.

* kiok

All orders to

ROBSON LOWE, LTD.

50 PALL MALL,
LONDON, S. W. 1|

All catalog numbers quoted in this pa-
per are those from Scott’s Stand-

ard Postage Stamp Catalogue un-
less otherwise specified.
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ADLETS

RATES: 3c per word, four consecutive insertions of same copy 10c per word. 500 words used at will
$10.00. Cash in advance for all adlet advertising, please. References required from new advertisers.
Display lines are 25¢ per line regardless of the number of words.

APPROVALS

100 REAL GOOD British Colonies, 25 Cents,
with Approvals. H. H. Wheeler, 28 Forest St.,
New Britain, Conn. [tf

FINE 1c to 10c Foreign Approvals.

Murbush,
Station A, Indianapolis, 8, Indiana. [OS

FIVE DIFFERENT Free French Djibouti-
Somali Coast only five cents with superior ap-
provals. Pictorial Stamp Company, Box 843,
Pittsfield, Massachusetts. [tf

WHOLE WORLD—Name the countries and I
will send approvals which will please you. Large
stocks to choose from. Charles Essex, Box

1214, Omaha, 1, Nebraska. [tf

MANY “Hard-to-find Stamps”
medium-priced approvals. S.
Washington Rd., Asheville, N. Car.

QUALITY APPROVALS. Singles, Sets or
used Foreign Blocks. Thuren, Box 95, Brook-
Iyn 14, N. Y. [tf

FILL those empty spaces with our better-grade
approvals; for beginners and general collectors.
Weck Stamp Co., 394 Clinton Place, Newark
8. N.T. 97

in my low and
Shock, 70
[tf

BETTER Singles and Sets on Approval to
General Collectors. Irvin Singer, 44 Ritchie
Ave., Wyoming 15, Ohio. [97

FINE MINT British Colonies against reference.
J. W. Clifford, 581 West 161 Street, New Y?E)kl.

MILLIONS of Bargains in fine Approvals.
References. Whittle, La Salle, TlL

UNCLASSIFIED

OVER a half Century of Service to Collectors.
Why don’t you get some direct benefits? Join
the A.P.S. now. Dr. A, Davis, 3421 Col—
fax “A”, Denver 6, Colo [tf

AIR MAIL

RARITIES of the world, Alrmaxls. Miniature
Sheets, Flight Covers. 10c mailing charge.
Billings Stamp, Jamaica 2, N. Y [tf

USED AIRMAILS, Approvals, Wantlists hlled
Thuren, Box 95, Brooklyn 14, N. Y. [tf

USED ‘AIRMAILS. Russia, latest 1944 over-
print set of 2, 50c. Wantlists, approvals. Rea-
sonable prices. Avion, 403 W. 115, N. Y. 25.

USED VENEZUELA Bargains :

. $2.00;

ChH7, $2.00; Co‘.) $3.75; C61, $t C102,
$1.75; Clﬂ& $1.75; C110, $2.75. Thuren, Box
95, Brooklyn 14, N. Y. [98

COVERS

15 CENSORED COVERS for $1.00. All dif-
ferent countries. Satisfaction or money back.
Liberty Circle, 127 Nassau St., New York 7. [tf

PIRST DAY Covers. Free 28-page list. Paul
Goldstein, 397 East 96th St., Brooklyn, N. K{

30 DIFFERENT Foreign Covers, $2.00. Sat-
isfaction or money back Liberty Circle, 127
Nassau St.. N.Y.C. [tf

AUCTIONS

ACE — A B C Bulletin brings to you our auc-
tion catalogue—prices realized at previous sales
—market comments—special bargains, and notes
on things old and new. You will find it enter-
taining and profitable. Free on request. Ace
Stamp Co., 513 Ninth Chester Bldg., Cleveland
14, Ohio. [tf

Order latest
lowa.
o7

MAIL AUCTIONS held monthly.
list. Raymond Schwarting, South Amana,

REVENUES

FOREIGN REVENUES, Tax Paids, States.
Big stock. Vanderhoof, 339 Grand Ave., Long
Beach, 4, Calif. [tf
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FOREIGN
FREE PRICE LIST of thousands, complete,
unused, foreign sets, Walter Mayser, 2124 8th
Ave., Oakland 6, Calif. [tf

SOVIET RUSSIA complete sets and single

stamps. New issue service. Want-lists filled.
Free price-list. Lester Glass, 1831 Glenifer,
Phila. 41, Pa. [tf

PENNY APPROVALS — 10 free from first
900 book. Ken Robinson, 234 Glendora, Long
Beach 3, Calif. [36

BOOKS by countries, 609% Discount. R. Case,
East Rutherford, New Jersey. [00

¥
ALSACE AND LORRAINE (see Scott page
248) N5.35, N12.65. Approvals of the A. and
L.. occupation stamps. Ref. W. Weber, 631
Crescent. Buffalo, N. Y. A.P.S. 412.

ARGENTINE Commemoratives,
25c postpaid. Satisfaction gudlantLe(l
Friedlander, Woodmere, N. Y.

WHOLESALE

EVERY DEALER needs the “Stamp Whole-
saler” — World's Largest Stamp Trade Journal.
21 issues, $1.00 (stamp dealers only!). Stamp
Wholesaler, Dept. 8-C, Burlington, Vermont. [tf

B. N. A. — Wholesale List #23, free to dealers
only. J. N. Sissons, 204 Glenrose Avenue,
Toronto, Canada. [tf

UNITED STATES & Possessions Prlcelut
free. Billings Stamp, Jamaica 2, N. Y. [tf

WHOLESALE PRICE LIST Free upon re-
quest. Palm Stamp Co., Box 29, Miami 1, Fla.
(32

15 different,
Buddy

WHOLESALE PRICELIST for dealers only.
Thousands of illustrated offers — sets, singles,

rarities, collections, packets, etc. (No post-
cards, please.) Stamp Import Export, 180 West
42nd, New York 18 [tf

NEW SPECIAL OFFERS Ready! New is-
sues, British Colonies, Airmails, Belgium, Con-
go, France, Germany, Russia, sets and singles.
S. Serebrakian, Hotel Astor, New York 19. [tf

FREE LISTS 20,000 items listed. Agruba, 337
East 94th, N. Y. C. [97

WANTED

MY SUPERB OUTLETS for choice nineteenth
century United States covers enable me to pay

Dl‘ICL\ fair to both Buyer and Seller. Rare
singles, items or collections always wanted from
early stampless to late expositions, including
Patriotics, Westerns, etc. Your cover wants
conscientiously filled. Inquiries invited. Pur-
chaser of the famous “Bingham’ stampless col-

lection. Herman Herst, Jr.,
New York 7, N. Y.

UNITED STATES Stamps on Covers, 1845-
1880, in single covers or cellection; Stampless
Covers, 1756-1856, and 19th Century Classics
on Covers; United States stamp collection. If
you prefer to buy, perhaps I can help you.
Harry M. Konwiser, 181 Claremont Avenue,
New York. [tf

“FULL MARKET PRICES PAID”
inr Collections, Accumulations and Mixtures;
sigles and sets, old stamps on envelopes. Any
quantity. United States and Foreign. Prompt
payment. Over 30 years in business.
CONDOR STAMP COMPANY,
&7 Nassau St. New York City 7

PRECANCEL COLLECTIONS and accumu-
lations purchased. Write full description before
sending. Tracy Newton, Decatur, Georgia. [tf

116 Nassau St.,
[12

CASH ON HAND for Wholesale Lots, Accu-
mulations and Dealer’s Stocks. Palm Stamp
Co., Box 29, Miami 1, Fla. [32

‘

UNITED STATES

400 COMMEMORATIVES, over 35 Varieties,
including Army-Navy set, $1.00; 400 high-value

postage, $1.00; two pounds, unpicked, $1.00,
plus_postage; 400 better foreign, $1.00. Satis-
faction guaranteed. Maple

Stamp Co., 197
Maple Ave., Irvington, N.J. [tf

HUNDREDS SOLD!!! Best General Mix-
ture!! U.S. High values, British Empire, new
issues, airs, etc., 300 for $1.00. P. J. Vigue,
Waterville, Maine. 97

SELECT United States, Approvals. Thomson,
40-60 Elbertson, Elmhurst, New York. [98

SEND for new free U. S. price list, including
individual Famous Americans and special of-
ferings. No premiums or approvals. Lee Chad-
wick, 42 Furman Ave., Asheville, N. C. [98

COMPLETE I\ilm Flags § .80; blocks $3.00
name blocks $4.75; name blocks 6, $6.79. SteV°
Killian, 241 Broad bt New Britain, Conn. [958

U.S. — 500 Different $12.00 — U.S. 200
Postage $2.00; 125 Comms., $2.00; 75 Cut
Squares $200; 1000 Mixed $1.00; Get my
Packet Pricelist. Boerger, 18 Fassett Ct.,,
Toledo, 5, Ohio. 195

NOW BREAKING UP Specialized U.S. &
Possessions, Mint Superb to Very Fine. Will
not break sets. 1 and 4c¢ Pan-American In-
verts, 4c Columbian Error (Special Printing
1875, 167 to 1ii), Madrid-Manila complete,
Guam No. 15. References, please. Inquiries

invited. Charles J. Winchester, 1202 Orange
‘Ave., Coronado, Calif. [t
UNITED STATES. Nos. 486-7, 3c ea.; 489,

dec; 490-3, 2c ea.; 496, bc; 497, 16c; 498-

504, 1c ea.; 506, 2c; HOT-8, 3c ea.; 509, 10c;
511, 1."nc; .'1 ..’ A, 2c ea.; 513, 40c; 514, 8c;
518, 5c; 524, 1.50; H25-9, 2c

230, 90c¢; '}lo, 5c; 044, 2c;

5034, Zc ea. ;

H501-2, 1c ea.
3 558-60 4c ea.; 961,
dc; 066-T1, 2c ea.;

HT5, vdc; .)1(» 7, 12c ea.; 581, 6¢c; 982,

584, 8c; 585-T, 2c ea.; bO8S, 1&c 589-90, 1Uc
ea.; 091, 1lc; a97-611, 2c ea. 61.3. oc; 614,
8c; 615, Sc; 010, 1.00; 617, 1-)(:, 618, 20c;

619, S. E., oUL, 20, 30c; 621, 1.00; 622, 6c;
323, 2c; 627, 2c; 629, 9c; 632~ 42 1c ea.;
643, 6c; 644, 15c; 649, 4c; b-h 15¢c; 649, 5c;
600, 18c; 651, dc; 653, 1c; boet o¢c; 6556
2¢c ea.; 657. 3c; 658, 4¢; *659, Sc; 660, Zc,
662, 40c; 663, 25c; 664, 40c; 665, 50c; 666,
2.00; 667, 25¢c; 668, 40c; 669-70, dc ea.; 671,
2¢; 672, 15c; 673-4, 20c ea.; 675, 60c; 676,
65c; 677, 60c; 679, Sbc; 680, 6c; 681-2, 4c
ea.; 683, 10c; 684-7, 1lc ea.; 688, 6¢c; 689, 3c;
690-702, 2c ea. ; 708, 4¢; 704-11, 1c ea.; T12-
27. 2c ea.; 7289, 1c ea.; *730-31, 1.75;

2c; 7.31A 4c, 733, 5c; T34, 2c; 736-7, 2c ea.;
..i.) 44, 2c ea. T 5, oc ea.; 147-9, 5c ea.;
*761, 1bc; 4.:;4 Gc; ToD, 6c; To6, 2¢c; TOT,
4c; 758, Bc; TOY, Tc; 160, 9¢c; T61, 10c;
T62-5, 12c ea.; Ti2-T, 2c'ea.; T782-95, 2¢c ea.;
'96 ic; T, Tc; TY8-817, 1c ea.; 818-19, 4¢
ea. 21, 6¢c; 822~Z:, 3c ea.; 826, 3c; 828, 8c;
8% .31 2c ea.; 832, 4c; 835-38, 2¢ ea.; 839-

1c ea.; 852 61, 1c ea.; 862, 3c; 863, &6c;
864-6, 1c ea.; 867, 3c; 868, Sc ea.; 869-73,
10c; 874-8, 10c; 19-83, 10c; 884-8, 10c;
894-8, 2¢ ea.; 902- . 906, 3c; 907-8,
1c ea.; Flags, 3c ea. Terms: Cash. * Unused.

Better grade approvals for the general Col-
lector. Reference, please. ]ndependent Stamp
Co., 1026 W. O. W. Bidg., Omaha, 2, Nebr.

U. S. The 10c ultr1m'1nnc ragr:trauon stamp.
1911, Scott F1, mint & v. lh.) _ block of 4,
mint & v. f., 8.00; used, u. & Foreign
on appr. RcfA W. \\'ehcr. 631 Crescent. Buf-
falos N ¥ AR5y

NOS. 94, 114, 146, 178, 182, 209, 221, 234, 204,
306, 324, 335, 338, 367, 370, $1.00. \Vlth ap-
provals. Horace Paine, Westport, Conn.

STAMP STORES

OLD MAINE Covers wanted. Please write me
what you have for disposal, but do not send
material unless I ask for it. Sterling T. Dow,
Cape Porpoise, Maine.

BUFFALO, N.Y.
filled for reference.
Wanted, all exposition covers.
House, 35 Court.

Want Lists any country
Open Thursday evenings.
The Stamp

[tf

Say MEKEEL’S to Advertisers
MEKEEL’S WEEKLY

ROCKFORD, ILL., 209 So.

Church. Coins
wanted, Copper—Silver—Gold. [99
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The 1861 Stamps

By StEPHEN G. RicH.

OR  approximately thirty-seven
years the explanation of the va-

rieties of the United States stamps of
1861 and immediately thereafter, as
worked out on the basis of the infor-
mation then available by the late and
great John N. Luff, was accepted. On
the basis of his judgment, a scheme
of classification was accepted by al-
most all collectors. What he said was
a “real stamp” was accepted as such.

Then came Elliott Perry, who as-
sembled facts from here and there,
many of them entirely unknown to
the stamp world, many of them re-
quiring great effort to discover. Just
as Mr. Luff lay on his deathbed, it be-
came possible to assemble the informa-
tion. After Mr. Luff died, it was pub-
lished by Mr. Perry. The accepted
arrangement of the 1861 stamps was
shown to be inconsistent with the
facts. The “August Issue’” was shown
not to have been issued in August,
1861, nor even to have been an actual
issue of stamps. Without seeming to
be dogmatic, it is necessary to state it
thus baldly for emphasis. The sole
relic of the “August” or “First” issue
was the incomplete design 10 cent
stamp, which appeared in October,
1861. Everything else was a proof, a
sample, a plate or gumming machine
or perforating machine trial — and
nothing more.

Clarence W. Brazer’s researches on
the stamp manufacturers and his
studies of proofs, yielded further re-
sults, confirming the work of Mr.
Perry and extending it.

Early in 1942 Mr. Stanley Ashbrook
published an article, using this in-
formation, handling it critically,
and deriving from it a coherent, rea-
sonable, and probably substantially ac-
curate history of the 1861 issue. This
piece of philatelic scholarship may
turn out to be the most significant
single contribution to the study of
our country’s stamps in many years.

MEekEeL’s WEEKLY, true to its pol-

April 27, 1942

icy of presenting both sides, gave Mr.
Philip H. Ward, Jr., full space to
voice his great reluctance to accept
Mr. Ashbrook’s conclusions. But a
careful reading of Mr. Ashbrook’s
study by no means confirms Mr.
Ward’s criticisms. What Mr. Ward
calls  “surmises” and claims not
backed up by proofs, don’t appear that
way when the article is carefully read.
In fact, the “surmise” aspect and ab-
sence of proofs is far more conspicu-
ous and far more consistent in Mr.
Luff’s 1896 work than in the later
studies which Mr. Ward has chosen to
ignore. Mr. Ashbrook has built on the
work of such students as Elliott Perry.

In certain details, Mr. Ashbrook
may have gone astray. It is, for exam-
ple, quite probable that he, like most
others, has mistaken the color change-
ling for the original, in the case of
the supposed “steel blue” 24 cent
stamp. But, in the main outlines as

-

well as in most of the specific details,
my judgment is that Mr. Ashbrook
has stuck to the facts, has proven his
case.

Hard as it may be for a collector
to admit that a “24 cent August” or
“3 cent lake” for which he paid good
money, is at best a “finished proof”,
the facts are such that every collector
of U. S. 19th Century is going to have
to yield on these points and similar
ones. It would be better to do it soon
and gracefully, rather than to hold
out like an isolationist congressman.
The facts do back up the new orienta-
tion. It is indeed too bad that these
facts were not known to Mr. John N.
Luff. T have not the least doubt that
this great, able and utterly honest
scholar would have come to the same
conclusions as Mr. Ashbrook has now
presented.

Sample Copies

If you receive an extra copy of MEg-
KEEL'S this week, please pass it to some
interested friend. We are mailing out
hundreds of sample copies this week to
stamp collectors all over the country.

The 1943 Editions of The
STANDARD POSTAGE STAMP CATALOGUE

Part 1.

The Americas and the British Commonwealth of Nations $2.00

Part 2. The Nations of Europe, Africa and Asia, and their colonies 2.00

Combined Edition containing all material in Parts 1 and 2 . .

4.50

All editions to be bound in paper-covered boards.

Subject to our ability to carry out our printing program, Parts 1
and 2 will go on sale on September 15, 1942, and the combined
edition will go on sale on October 1, 1942.

To avoid all possible waste, printing will be limited to the num-
ber of copies ordered by dealers prior to July 1st, when the presses

must start.

So, place your orders well in advance, for there will be no surplus
stock to draw upon, as in previous years.

SCOTT PUBLICATIONS,

One West 47th St.

INC.

NEW YORK, N. Y.
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Proof ?

By Y. Souren.

I have read with interest Mr. Philip
H. Ward’s “Observations on the 1847‘
Issue, Preceded by Some Additional
Notes on the Premiere Gravures oﬁ
1861, It is apparent that Mr. Ward
questions Mr. Ashbrook’s findings and
conclusions as to the correct status of
these so-called “Premiere Gravures™ of
1861, and Mr. Ward takes a stand
directly opposed to Mr. Ashbrook on
the subject. ‘

Mr. Ward bases his stand entirely
on the fact that documentary proof
is lacking to support any contention.
Because of this lack of documentary
proof, he feels that the “status quo”
of these “stamps” should remain.

While there is no documentary
proof, one can always turn to the
physical facts to support one’s views,
but, in trying to prove his case, Mr.
Ward offers an entirely unrelated doc-
ument, which he states proves Mr.
Ashbrook to be “r00% wrong”. This
document is a proposal of Rawdon,
Wright, Hatch and Edson, Bank Note
Engravers of New York, to print post-
age stamps for the United States gov-
ernment from steel plates at a speci-
fied cost. Mr. Ward claims this pro-
posal, and 1 quote, “proves conclu-
sively that Mr. Ashbrook’s theory of
the copper plate is 100% wrong”.
But, is it proof?

There is no question that in going
through Post Office Department files,
Mr. Ward will find thousands of differ-
ent proposals for postage stamps, of
all kinds, just as T did. But, if every
intended proposal were carried out, it
would haye required the total mobiliza-
tion of every man, woman and child
in the country for the past 8o years,
to do nothing else than to try and
produce these various proposed postage
stamps.

Mr. Ward’s “proof” is a long way
from being conclusive. The most
that can be said* for it is that it
is evidence of an intention. The term
“proof” andits superlative, “conclu-
sive proof”, are far too frequently mis-
used in Philately. Anyone versed in
the English language can understand |
the finality of their correct definition,
just as anyone can see that the “pro-
posal” offered by Mr. Ward as “con-
clusive proof” is “evidence” rather
than any kind of “proof”. How many
young men have proposed to one girl,
only to marry another.

Why is it that only the “Premiere
Gravures” are subjected to so much
argument over their correct status?
How about such things as the 1861
1c lake, the 1862 3¢ scarlet, the 2c¢
Nayy “error” in green, and t]*i,c sc i
and 3oc 1867 “grilled all over”, to
say nothing of many other sucl? so- |
called “stamps”? And, why is 1t
that everyone seems to try to prove
someone else wrong? It would really
be quite refreshing to find someone
trying to prove another to be correct,
once in a while.
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Those Much Discussed "'Premieres
ry =
Gravures”—An Old Timer Speaks
= producg any‘ recol“ds: s&ovvir}p; tY}at
And Tells The Unvarnished Truth = ocoesoesse

BY ALVIN GOOD A

P. S. Life No. 1

Tt is very interesting to read all of these articles about the so-called
“Premieres Gravures,” (nice name, is it not?), but the most peculiar
article on this subject that I have ever read is the one by Philip H.
Ward, Jr., in “Mekeel’s” of August 14th. First, he tells us that he
has never contended that Luff's theory is correct or that Ashbrook’s
theory was wrong, yet he uses up several columns in the “Weekly”
trying to bolster up John Luff’s story and to try and discredit the

theory has been accepted for the
past fifty years.

fied with American philately for
the past fifty years, but I havel
yet to hear some one responsible F
student state that they were will—’j
ing to accept these ‘“‘samples” asg
a legitimate issue of United States -
postage stamps. It is true that I
have heard some dealers speak
kindly of them, but it was proba-
bly because they had once sold
same or had some in stock they
wished they did not possess. For
example, Philip Ward, Jr., had the f
following to say in his catalogue [
of the Mr. “X” sale, quote:
““Fhe 1861 First Issue-
Premieres Gravures’

At the outbreak of the Civil
War its was realized that quanti-
ties of U. S. stamps were in the
hands of southern postmasters. To
prevent their use, efforts were
made to issue immediately stamps }:
of a new design. In hurriedly:
preparing these new stamps, the
first plates of the 1c, 3¢, 5¢, 10c,
and 90c differed in design from
later plates and first printings of *
the 24¢ and 30c differed in color

from later printings. These stamps t.
have been known to philately ast,
the ‘Premiere Gravures’ or Aug- -
ust issues as they supposedly all ™
appeared in August, 1861. Out-
side of the complete set in thiss
collection, we know of but sixl
other collectors who are so for-
tunate as to own sets of this is-:)
sue. Considered the rarest regulari-
issue of U. S. postage stamps. We
were 10 years getting together this
series, and were unable to com-i-
plete it until the breaking of the?
Hind collection. We doubt if three
copies of the 12¢ have been offer- -
ed at auction in the last 15 years.” ”

Compare the above with PhilipF
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serious study by Ashbrook. Ward ®—

also makes the claim that Luff's Ward’'s recent denial in Mekeel’s
of August 14, 1944, “We have

never contended that the Luff

Now I have been closely identi- glsgé‘goovlzafhg&%‘;eﬁ&asngmtgga.t the

1 have often wondered where

all of these “Premieres Gravures”
came from all of a sudden. One
wonders why John Luff didn’t
tell us. I would also like to know
where the full sheet of one hun-
dred of the 3¢ came from that the
Scott Stamp & Coin Co. fried to
sell to Mr. Worthington for $5,-
000.00 and later tried to induce
him to purchase it for $3,000.00,
without any success.

We older stamp men know that
the American Bank Note Co. had

:|in its employ a man by the name
-|of Harry G. Mandell and that

John Luff and Mandell were very

. | close friends. Rumor has it that

Mandell and a president of the
company ‘“resigned” at about the
sameé time. One wonders if Man-
dell found that sheet of the 3¢
“Premieres” in the old files of the
American Bank Note Co.?

In the Ward article, Philip Jr.
makes the assertion that inasmuch
as Stanley B. Ashbrook was mis-

g [taken in his theory that the

plates of the 5¢ and . 10c 1847
were made of copper instead of
steel, Ashbrook could be mistak-
en in his theory about Luff’s
“Premieres Gravures.” How silly.
One wonders if Philip thinks the

3 |readers of Mekeel’s are a lot of

Children to swallow such reason-
ing. So far as the average collec-

p [tor is concerned he don’t particu-

larly care if the plates were made
of steel, copper or rubber, but it
is to the credit of philately that
we have students who sincerely
and honestly attempt to solve
such problems. Ashbrook raised
a question, and Philip Ward
claims he has solved the prob-
lem. So what? If his evidence is
conclusive, should Ashbrook be
shot at dawn for being wrong?

When you were in Washington,
Phil, in the role of a research
student going through the files of
the Post Office Department, why
didn’t you look up some new dope
on Luff’'s “Premieres Gravures,”’
or did you?

Now as to the status of these
“Premieres- Gravures” stamps
about which so much has appear-
ed in the philatélic press in re-
cent years, I as an old timer am |
going to add my two cents worth
of comment. To start with, I ful-
ly agree with Stanley Ashbrook
that these ‘“Premieres” were
nothing more than “samples” of;
work submitted by the National |
Bank Note Company in 1861 for
the sole purpose of irying to se-
cure the postage stamp contract.
I believe that someone in author- |
ity inspected the “samples” and
suggested changes in design. 'ljhe
3¢ and 12¢ were certainly unfin-
ished work. In addition, it seems
that changes in color were order-

ed, for example, the One Cent to

4

a lighter blue, and the Three Cent
to a pink or rose instead of the
red brown or vermillion of the
“samples.”” The little “ficks”
which were added to the le, 5c
and 90c were in my opinion, ideas
of the engraver or engravers.

As no one has ever been able to

partment I do not see how anyone
can claim that they were a Gov=-
ernment issue. Naturally I refer
to the le, 3¢, 5¢, 12¢ and 90c only.
How could John Luff have stat-

l

ed that they were, is beyond my
comprehension.

Of course, John Luff was worl_(-
ing for the Scott Stamp & Coin
Co. and their business was to sell
stamps. So it is with Philip Ward
Jr., so with me his very aparent
effort to discredit a student like
Ashbrook falls absolutely flat.

Any collector who wishes to go
into this subject further should
get a copy of the new book by
Stanley B. Ashbrook which is for
sale at the present time by the
Lindquist Publications, 2 West
46th St., New York City. ;

I cannot refrain from makgng
| some slight remarks regarding
the sale of some of these Luff
| “premieres” to a Mr. Potts for
|the terrific sum of over $12,000.

Whoever the dealer was who sold |

them to Mr. Potts, all I can say
is that he ought to be ashamed of
himself. I do not know his name,
but my opinion is thal such a
dealer has no respect for philately

or for the man whose confidence |

he happens to enjoy. Many a pros-
pective good colleetor has given
up stamps altogether in disgust
after such a brazen trimming.
Our Philip Ward Jr. also makes
a silly attempt to discredit Ash-
brook’s magnificent work on the
One Cent 1851-57 which I call
nothing more than plain “mud
slinging.” Who can deny that Ash-
brook’s on early U. S, are the best
that have ever been written?
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| When anyone sets out to write
the last word on any subject he
| is apt to discover that in reality
he will have written merely the
first word. Cyril F. dos Passos
compiled an interesting document |
on “The Case of the Premieres
Gravures of 18617 which was
published in the Essay-Proof
Journal for April of this year. On
another page in the same issue of
the same publication an unnamed
writer comments as follows: “The
article by Cyril F. dos Passos in
this Journal should be the last
word necessary to convince se-
|rious thinking students that all
the premieres gravures except the
10 cents, 24 cents and 30 cents,
are actually essays and are now
generally acknowledged as such.”

In a recent issue of WSC your
scribe commented upon the pre-
mieres gravures situation and par-
ticularly took exception to Mr.
dos Passos concluding remarks
which summarized the auction
sale of the late Wililam M. Potts
set of Premieres Gravures. Mr.
dos Passos set down the individu-
al costs to the owner of each
stamp in the set, its present day
catalogue value and the amount .
realized in the auction. These
figures showed that Mr. Potts
had paid a total of $12,592 for his
set of these stamps and they
realized only $770 at auction. Mr.
dos Passos then commented as
follows: “Surely such a situation
is nothing short of scandalous.
ir. | It may be wondered what the de-
ceased would have said could he
have been at the sale and what
action he might have taken
against whomever may have sold
to him or induced him to pur-
chase these “world famous rari-
ties” as postage stamps.”

Such a conclusion indicated
clearly that in Mr. dos Passos’
mind he had presented a com-
pletely unanswerable case prov-
ing beyond peradventure that the
premieres gravures were not
; postage stamps. And Mr. dos

Passos findings in the case were
o |shared by the editor of the Es-
jo | say-Proof Journal who added an
50 [ editorial note saying “The. prices
for which these premiere gravures
20 | were recently sold indicates that
5| they are now generally accepted
50| as finished essays and trial color
%0 | proofs at the prices paid for such
rarities.”

At the time'I read Mr. dos
Passos article and the editorial
™| note appended thereto I disliked
7 |the inference drawn which to
% | my mind was that because a set
o) of stamps did not fetch a high
price at an auction sale proved
ir|them not to be stamps and/or
‘n| that essays or proofs could not be
€.
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|of as great value as a regularly
.| issued stamp. It was my opinion,
” and still is my opinion, that how-
“| ever much or little a stamp may
bring at auction is completely ir-
relevant testimony in deciding
whether the stamp in question
be an essay, a proof or a stamp.
It is further my contention that
the introduction of published ar-.
guments which attack the status
of any given stamp will actually
injure the value of the stamp,
never the other way around. In!
the case before us we see the ef-
fects of such attacks. A collector
pays what seems to be a high
price (actually only a nominal
price in comparison with what the
stamps have been reported to
have sold for) and then we see the
value of the stamps he purchased
cut to the point where there was
a loss to the owner (actually to
his estate) of almost $12,000.00 on
this one set of stamps. That loss
did not prove the stamps were
essays or proofs. It did prove
that enough arguments attacking

Mo nPh m s
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More About Premier Gravures

By PRESCOTT HOLDEN THORP o=

all —
. { wil-able to the terms of the adver-
their status had been %ubhtsﬁl;i so| tisement (above referred to) that
as to have discourage oth ap|before finally closing a contract
from desiring to purchase these | de| the National Bank Note Co. shall
stamps. { | by | prepare designs and furnish im-
In this case the destruction of| 5= pressions of the engravings of the
property value was, to say the | ;1 several denominations of stamps,
least, very substantial. M}" dos | 4} [in sheets, perfectly gummed and
Passos asks the question ‘“‘what| p | perforated with the sample of en-
the deceased would have said . . ‘| g | velopes and boxes for packing, in
and what gction }}11% nrll’él‘ggl fﬁ;’;! e eDverytwa}; satisfactory to this
taken against w ay ! epartment.”
have soldg to him or induced him I\I/DIr. Ward states that this letter,
to purchase these ‘world’s famous . 'discovered by himself, is “the only
rarities’ as postage stamps. | $  official document that has yet

So long as the qpest@ox} has| ¢
been put let us examine it In re- | 4
verse. For the sake of discussion j
let us assume that Mr. dos Passos | .
and the others who have raised| g
question regarding the status of .
the premieres gravures shouldi$
suddenly find themselves con-|g
fronted with documentary proof g
which would completely con-|

been discovered and presented,
which shows us that a first, or
preliminary issue of the 1861 se-
'ries was actually ordered by the
Post Office Department.” The let-
ter which Mr. Ward presents cer-
tainly is clear in its statement
i{that the bank note company
¢|should first submit in final fin-
|ished state of manufacture all of

found their own findings. Were{d: the denominations of the 1861
such proof to be forthcoming the] C series before the contract would
status of the stamps would be|y. po finally executed. It certainly
beyond question, they would be-| ¢ ojearly indicates that if the fin-

come tremendously popular and‘ A

their value would be restored to.
previous quotations if not actu-
ally beyond. Under such circum-

¢ .
i ut would not meet with the approval of the
ls)?nrgissttk:aem%];iicsl;)ilrllgs 3 S! Post Office Department it, the

Such questions and all other|pg|Department, could order changes

similar forms of inuendos have

no place in a scholarly search for F

the truth. With the case of the
premieres gravures we have seen
property values can be destroyed
by the written word. In conclud-
ing my own article on this sub-
ject of a few weeks ago I summed
up with the remark “Heavn pro-
tect us from any more of this
kind of ‘truth seeking’.”
Because of this remark I have
privately been called to account
by at least two fellow writers. It
has been suggested to me that I
am advising collectors not to pay
attention to the truth. Actually
I am doing nothing of the kind.

fact. “Value” is a matter of
opinion. When we attempt to
mix the two we soon distort
“truth.”

Now let us examine the latest
development in the premieres gra-
vure situations. It is supplied by
Mr. Phillip H. Ward, Jr., writing
in our contemporary Mekegl’s
Weekly Stamp News for which
Mr. Ward is a regular contributor
(Vol. LXIII No. 16) Taking up the
positive side of the controversy
Mr. Ward gives us a powerfully
potent document which goes a
long way in casting doubt upon
the arguments presented by those
who claim the premieres gravures
are not stamps. Mr. Ward’s con-
tribution is in the form of a let-
ter signed by Postmaster ngeral
Montgomery Blair and now in the
files of the Post Office Depart-
ment in Washington. It is part of
the official records and is neces-
sarily of wutmost importance.
| Montgomery Blair was Postmast-
er General under President Lin-
coln and it was under his direc-
tion that the stamps of 1861 were
placed in issue. The letter, dated
“Post Office Department—May
10, 1861”7 consists of three para-

b e ot b

As I see it “Truth” is a matter of|.

e e e e
ished stamps as presented by the
¢ National Bank Note Company did

made. With this letter we now
have clear evidence that the
| stamps we know as the premier
gravures could have been those
requested by the Department be-
fore the contract would be ex-
ecuted. In fact it would now
seem quite probable that this was
actually the case. The evidence
of this letter showing that a pre-
liminary set of finished stamps

importance. If it were to be sup-
ported with additional document-
ary proof the premieres gravures

stamps beyond the remotest
doubt. Even without supporting

P e

be accepted by many as sufficient
proof that the late Mr. Luff was
correct in stating that two series
of stamps were actually issued.

It now remains to be seen what
the proponents of the essay or
proof theory will do with the evi-
dence submitted. Of course it
will be a bitter pill for the nega-
tive side to swallow were they to
admit that they have been com-
pletley wrong. But this scribe, in
the name of all serious thinking

was actually ordered is of greatest |

would be established as postage |’

evidence the letter in itself will|

philatelists, requests that they ad-
here to the high principles which

price”. To do less would be a
sorry way to serve philately. To |
do less would be to brand them- '
selves as zealots.

graphs, the first two of which are
concerned with the acceptance by
the Post Office of the proposal of
the National Bank Note Company

to print the new series of postage
stamps. The final paragraph of
the letter is of considerable in-
terest to the Premieres Gravure
case. As published by Mr. Ward
in Mekeel’s Weekly Stamp News

it reads as follows:

“It is further provided, agree-

they have previously set them-|.
selves, i. e. “the truth at any | :

By Tnorpe/f




United States

Notes and Comments
BY: Puiir H. WARD, JR.

1869 SERIES NOT SATISFACTORY TO
PusLic AT TiME oF Issue

A further letter in the files of the
Post Office Department of interest to
the collector is one dated Washington,
August 31, 1869, addressed to the
National Bank Note Company in
New York and signed by W. H. H.

Terrell, 3rd Assistant Postmaster
General. The letter reads as follows:

Post-Office Department,

Office of Third Asst. P. M. General,

Washington, D. C., Aug. 31, 1869.
Dear Sir:

As the Postmaster General has now
returned, I am anxious to come to
some conclusion respecting the pro-
posed change in the designs of post-
age stamps. Will you please cause
early action to be taken on the sug-
gestions I have heretofore made, and
let me know the result at the earliest
convenient moment?

Complaints against the “new
stamps continue to reach us from all
quarters.

From what you said to me in New
York on Wednesday last, I have been
expecting a call from your Mr. Mac-
donough, but up to this time he has
not appeared.

W. H. H. TERRELL,
Third Assistant Postmaster-General.

33

The Mr. Macdonough mentioned in
the letter was Secretary of the Na-
tional Bank Note Company.

It will be recalled that the 1869
series appeared in March and April,
and it will be seen that in less than
six months after its appearance, the

“Department was considering a new
series. It is indeed surprising that an
issue considered by stamp collectors
today as one of the most attractive
ever placed on sale by this Govern-
ment was most unsatisfactory to the
stamp-using public at the time of
issue.

A further letter from the National
Bank Note Company dated New
York, Sept’ 1, 1869, and signed by
Albon Man, Treasurer, states that

their Mr. Macdonough started for

d will call

General pan
change in postag ps.

They must have reached some satis-
factory agreement, for in a communi-
cation dated Oct. 2nd, they are be-
ginning to talk about the designs to
be used on the new stamps.

Oct. 9, 1944
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Writer Goes Back Century To Bare Romaz

One “Dr. John Leonard Riddell”
and a “Mary Schrager or Mary
Bone” were the principals in the
romance described in an article by
A. E., Waller, professor of botany,
Ohio State University.

Professor Waller delves into the
past of the Queen City in a sketch,
“The Vaulting Imagination of John
L. Riddell,” one in a series of articles
on Ohio medical history.

Mary Schrager, or Mary Bone,
is said to have been “a ward of
the first Nicholas Longworth,”
whose fame as a horticulturist at-
tracted the young Dr. Riddell, who
had a kindred interest in flora.

In fact, Professor Waller says
“Riddell is remembered best for
hig ‘Synopsis of Western Plants,”
published in Cincinnati in 1835.”
At that time, the Queen City had
a population of: 3,500.

The garden in which the ro-
mance bloomed actually was a
huge vineyard on a large tract of
jand west of Central Avenue., To
this vineyard and its owners,
Longworth,  according to C. T.
Greve, author of the “Centennial
History of Cincinnati,” was due
“the. great immigration of vVine
growers and vine dressers who
emigrated from the vine countries
of Europe to establish themselves
cbout the city.”

Professor Waller writes that
“the flirtation between Mary and
Riddell continued through
autumn of 1835 and into the spring
of 1836.” Iventually they married
and left Cincinnati to live in New
Orleans, where a son, Sanford,
was born.

Dr. Riddell’s romance, however,
was only a minor episode in his
hectic life,

According to Professor Waller,
“Riddell appeared to have come
to Ohio from the region of Wheel-
ing, W. Va., to Worthington, a
subuyyb of Columbus in which a
medical- college was located.
Taere he compiled a list of plants
of the Columbus area.”

Dr. Riddell came to Cincinnati
from Columbus via the old Erie
Canal that linked the two grow-
ing . communities in those days.
While in this city, the young doc-

the |-

ce
“That Blossomed In Noted Cincinnati Garden

Columbus Bureau, 207 Spahr Building.

tor was engaged as lecturer for
the Cincinnati College, then -thel
leading medical school of the
West: It was located on Walnut
Street, where the Mercantile|
Library now stands.

In addition to his medical work,
the versatile Dr, Riddell contrib-
uted to the first geological survey
of Ohio in the late 30s of the last
century. The survey, however, was
not completed, and some obscure
reason, Professon, Waller notes,
caused Cincinnati friends to give
the Riddells the cold shoulder and
induce them to leave for New Or-
leans. )

In New Orleans, the physician
joined the faculty of the Medical
College of Louisiana. Again, out-
side interest captured his imagina-
tion, He turned to aerial naviga-
tion and wrote a novel in which
the hero designed a streamlined]
airship in which he circumnavi-|
gated the moon, - |

Drama was ever present in Dr.|
Riddell’s life, even to the end. He
died of a cerebral hemorrhage suf-
fered in the heat of a political dis-
pute on the issue of ithe Confed-
eracy. Dalalnadh  fidaiae i
atile || T
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Writer Goes Back Century To Bare Ro

Columbus Bureau, 207 Spahr Building.
SPECIAL DISPATCH TO THE ENQUIRER.

Columbus, Ohio, Nov. 25—A ro-
mance that flourished more than
a century ago in a once-famous
Cincinnati garden is brought to
light in the current issue of the
Ohio Archaeological and Historical
Society quarterly publication.

One “Dr. John Leonard Riddell”
and a
Bone” were the principals in the|
romance described in‘an article by|
A. E. Waller, professor of botany, |
Ohio State University. x

Professor Waller delves into the|
past of the Queen City in a sketch, |
“The Vaulting Imagination of John
L. Riddell,” one in a series of articles
on Ohio medical history.

Mary Schrager, or Mary Bone,
is said to have been “a ward of
the first Nicholas Longworth,”
whose fame as a horticulturist at-
tracted the young Dr. Riddell, who
had a kindred interest in flora.

In fact, Professor. Waller says
“Riddell iz remembered best for
his  ‘Synopsis. of Western Plants,”
published in Cincinnati in 1835.”
‘At that time, the Queen City had
a population of 3,500.

The garden in which the ro-
mance bloomed actually was a
huge vineyard on a large tract of
land west of Central Avenue. To
this vineyard and its owners,
Longworth, according to C. T.
Greve, author of the “Centennial
History of Cincinnati,” was due
“the great immigration of vine
growers and vine dressers who
emigrated from the vine countries
of Europe to establish themselves
chout the ecity.”

" Professor Waller writes that
“the flirtation between Mary and
Riddell continued through the

autumn of 1835 and into the spring
of 1836.” Eventually they married |
and left Cincinnati to live in New
Orleans, where a son, Sanford,
was born,

Dr. Riddell’s romance, however,

was only a minor episode in his
hectic life. |

According to Professor Waller,
“Riddell appeared to have come
to Ohio from the region of Wheel-

ing, W. Va. to Worthington, a
suburb of Columbus in which a
medical college was located.

Thaere he compiled a list of plants
of the Columbus area.”

Dr. Riddell came to Cincinnati
from Columbus via the old Erie
Canal that linked the two grow-
ing communities in those days.

While in this city, the young doc-

That Blossomed In Noted Cincinnati Ga

[tor was engaged as lecturer
“Mary Schrager or Mary|the Cincinnati

College, then t
leading medical school of th
West. It was located on Walnut
Street, where the Mercantile
Library now stands.

In addition to his medical work,
the versatile Dr, Riddell contrib-
uted to the first geological survey
of Ohio in the late 30s of the las®
century. The survey, however, was
not completed, and some obscure
reason, Professor Waller notes,
caused Cincinnati friends to give
the Riddells the cold shoulder and
induce them to leave for New Or-
leans,

In New Orleans, the physician
joined the faculty of the Medical
College of Louisiana. Again, out-
side interest captured his imagina-
tion. He turned to aerial naviga-
tion and wrote a novel in which
the hero designed a streamlined
airship in which he circumnavi-
gated the moon,

Drama was ever present in Dr.
Riddell’s life, even to the end. He
died of a cerebral hemorrhage suf-
fered in the heat of a political dis-
pute on the issue of the Confed-
eracy.

SLAIN MAN DE;NTIFIED.
Coroner Fra
said yesterda

fication
widow, Lillie, Lifjcol
ments, 778 Clark St.§ Smith® was)
shot when he tried to rob Sobel
hig store. P




An Interesting Faked Cover

By Y. SoureN.

In a recent auction sale, a faked
cover of such unusual interest was
offered that the writer quietly ac-
quired it for the reference files of the
Philatelic Research Laboratories, Inc.
It is a perfect example of how easily
the obvious facts may be overlooked,
for the cover tells its own story so
brazenly that it might just as well
have been marked “F A K E” in big
red letters, right across its face. This
cover purports to have a U.S. sc
1857, brown, Type 1, Scott No. 47,
paying part postage to France, dur-
ing a period when the prevailing rate
was 15c¢ for minimum-weight letters.
The cover was mailed from Charles-
ton, S.C., through Boston, to Paris,
and the whole sequence of postmarks
indicates that the cover went through
the mails, unpaid, without any stamps,
and the postage collected from the
addressee. In the first place, there is
the black “Charleston, 30 postmark,
indicating a double - weight letter.
Then there is the Boston transit mark,
in réd, indicating a 6c U. S. credit for
our share of the postage to be col-
lected. There are the correct French
transit markipgs, and there is a
beautifully struck French postage due
marking of 16 decimes, the French
equivalent of the 3oc rate. Postage
was collected from the addressee, and
the U. S. government received its
credit of 6c as shown by the RED
Boston transit marking. This cover
didn’t need any stamps; it was com-
plete just as it was mailed.

Now, as to the sc stamp, it has no
place on that cover, and whoever put
it there overlooked the fact that the
sc brown Type 1 wasn’t placed in use
until some time in 1859. The Scott

MEKEEL’S WEEKLY

record of the earliest date of use of
this stamp is July 4th, 1859. Per-
haps it is the actual date first placed
in use; so far it is the earliest date of
record, with the possibility that some
time an earlier cover might turn up.
At any rate, the 5c brown was not
in use in January, 1859, when this
cover was mailed. The sc stamps
then in use were the red brown shades,
on the fine quality paper of the 1856-
57 imperforates. The coarse-grained,
thinner paper had not, in 1857, been
used for any of the sc stamps. The
stamp is presumably tied with a
black grid, which means nothing at
all, for there is hardly a simpler form
of cancellation to fake. Had the cor-
rect sc red brown, No. 46, been used
on this cover, then there would have
been cause for controversy, since it
could easily be argued that the sc
stamp represented an attempt at par-
tial prepayment, as was permitted
under an early postal treaty. One
sees covers to France mailed in and
around 1852, with a partial payment
of sc postage, but never such in the
period of the 1857 stamps.

Just as a matter of absolute con-
firmation, laboratory examination of
this sc brown indicates that the
stamp has had a slight defect re-
paired, and also that it has previously
been used, and the light cancellation
removed. The ink of the grid is en-
tirely different in its nature from the
ink of the Charleston postmark.

I pass on this finformation as a
warning to collectors of how easily
they might be fooled by such a plaus-
ible-looking cover as this. Of course,
the obvious fact of the cover being
used more than a year before the stamp

July 24, 1944

was known to have been issued is
enough for anyone, but hal.d a correct
stamp been applied to this cover, 1t
could never have been considered an |
“obyious fake”, but would have been
quite a deceptive fraud, indeed. ,It
should remind one that the fact that |
a stamp is “tied” to cover may mean |
very little. There are lots of other |
things to be considered. '




100 Henry Court,

Auguet 3lst, 1944.

"Mr, Prescott H. Thorpe,
Neteong, N.J.

Dear lr. Thorpe:

In Mekeel's Weekly of August 1l4th last, Philip H. Ward made
the following statement in an article which he published,
quote: ;

"Mr. Prescott H. Thorpe describes this as a smear campalgn
in his article in the Weatern Stamp Collector (July 12 1844),
writes, 'Heaven protect us from any more of this kind of
ttputh seeking.'” (end)

T have before me & copy of the July 12th nwuber of the W.S,.C.
but I fail to note any reference Ly you that writlngs on the
"Promicres gravares” were a "smear caupalgn.”

%;h@té_that in this article that you referred to certain
"gelfedesignated” truth seckers,” May I huwbly inquire if' you
~had me in mind as belonging in such a classificatlon?

‘In 211 sincerity I can honestly stabte that I only had one
object in mind in all the research work that I have done on the
1861 Issue. That objective was to give the truth to collectors,
and to try and bring about correct and accurate listings In our
leading catalogues, and to eliminate the sucker items, which I
have an numerous occasions listed in my wrlitingse. I have never
had in mind any desire to wreck values nor to harm philately.

If harm is to come to philately by presenting the truth then the
foundations are not very secures I collectora become disguested
and give up collecting because "sucker items" are held up to the
ligh% of publicityk then I have an idea that philately 1is well
d of su v

your article with the following remark, "Heaven pro-
any more of this kind of 'truth seeking.'”

I ax not quite sure whether you wanted heaven to protect you from
my research work or from the so-called "Reviews" of my writings
by such people as Brazer, Hich and others.

In a spirit of fairplay will you plsase set me straight? If my
articles offend you + would like to be informed of the [lect, I
am not attempting to be at all sarcastic but rather to know the
truths The last letter I redeived from you was quite Iriendly,
hence the re¢ason why I have taken the trouble to write the above.

Very truly yours,
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Sept 2, 1944

Mr. Stanley iAshbrook
100 Henry Court
Ft. Thomas, Ky.

Dear CStanley;

To be mis-quoted is a common ailment
but in the present instance I have not been mis-quoted -
I have been quoted from two different sources and in
such a fashion as toc make it appear that I have directly
attacked yourself.

However, if there be any truth in what
Ward states in Mekeels for iug. 14th (I've just read it
for the first time after receiving your letter) then
I'm sorry toc say that while orginally not so intended
my remarks would certainly apply to the artical which
Ward states you wrote.

I refer to Ward's statement (same lMekeel's)
as follows;

"In his recent booklete, Mr. Ashbrookm quotes
prices that these stamps brought a few years
ago and what they sold for at the Potts Sale."

Up until this moment I had not known that
you had taken this position. My remarks in WSC were
occasioned after reading an artical on the subjec by
bt Cyril F. dos Passos which appeared in The Essay
Proof Journal Vol. 1 No. 2. I was particularly disturbed
by the reference in this article (page 83) where the
author quoted the previous cost of the stamps and
compared this with what the same "stamps" borught in
the Potts Sale; and particularly with the author's
remarks that directly infered that a swindle had been
perpetrated. i.e. "Surely such a situation is scandalous.
It may be wondered what the deceased would have said
could he have been at the sale and what action he might
have tsken against whomever may have sold to him or
induced him to purchase these ¥ world's famous rarities!
as“postage stamps.” ‘

This was immediately followed by an Editorial

Keep your friends, both new and old - the first are silver, the last are gold.
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Note which stated "The prices for which these
premiere gravures were recently sold
indicates that they are now generally
accepted as finished essays and trial
color proofs at the prices paid for such
rarities.™

4fter reading this artical I immediately wrote
to Brazer taking issue with dos Passos and himself.
I took the stand (I still take this stand) that the
prices realized at the Potts Sale, or any other sale
had no relation to proving, or disporving, whether
these things were stamps, essays, trial colors, or
what have you. I commented that such testimony was
incompetient and irrevelant and that it should not
have been admitted. I further stated that it was
my opinion that the artical as published constituted
a "smear campaign," and that I, for one, didn't
like it.

Later I wrote the artical in WSC which you read.

Ward, also, read this artical and dropped me
a line asking me where I had gotten a copy of your
booklete in which the prices were guoted. He said
something about Lindquist advising him that &h#& pages
containg this information had been removed. (Later
Lindquist asked me the same gqusetion ''where had I gotten
a copy of the booklete with this information in it.)

The answer which I gave Ward was that I,did not
have a copy of the booklete but that my information
had been taken from the dos Passos artical in the
Essay-Proof Journal. I further mentioned to Ward, as
I am now writing to you, that I didn't like the dos
Passos artical and thought that it was a '"smear campaign.”

Thus you have the source of Ward's quoting me. I
don't like the particular way in which it was done but
I certainly do not deny it nor do I retract it.

As to your last paragraph, your articals have never
offended me, in fact I have alawys considered them
highly interesting and instructive. I do not always
agree with you, as you knowm, but I have never taken
offense at anything you have written nor can I see
any reason why I ever should.

Keep your friends, both new and old - the first are silver, the last are gold.




PRESCOTT HOLDEN THORP

NETCONG, NEW JERSEY
v

Stanley Ashbrook 3

There is one point in this dicussion that has
me annoyed. From Ward's and Lindquist's questioning
me about a booklete containing some pages that were
supposedly (at least so I gather) removed befor
the booklete was circulated; and now from Ward's
mention of a Booklete by yourself containg information
about the Potts Sale, I gather that I have missed
something. And it would appear that this something
is the very crux of our own present mis-understanding.

I have only this to say. Had I read this booklete
(I still am without a copy) and had there been anything
contained therein which displeased qgﬁ£as with the
dos Passos artical) I most certainf&A ave written to
you about it. And would have awaited your answer
befor making any comment on the subject myself. This
is the proceedure I followed with Brazer, and is the
proceedure I always follow befor I go out on a limb.

My own position in the matter is clear and
simple. I am all for research and the uncovering of
the truth.
I am all against the use of research to attack
and destr¥ property values.

It is, of course, a fact that the unveiling
of the truth may seriously affect property values but
the destruction of value is not the primary function
of research.

I Bhink that you will agree with me that, in
the case of the Premier Gravures,too much has been
said about value, toc much inuendo published that a
man who pubghased these "stamps" was ethier a fool or had
been swindled. Such things have nothing to do with
the truth. Had the statements been left out of the
discussions it is possible that values would not have
been destroyed. Certainly there are no more of these
things available after the diemwssions were published
than had existed previously. Certainly there is no
reason that a proof, or essay, or sample, should not
attain a value as great, or greater, than any postage
stamp. If, today, a half dozen wealthy collectors
should seek to buy a set of the Premier Gravures the
price would skyrocket to even new heights. The point
is that there will not be a half dozen wealthy collectors

Keep your friends, both new and old - the first are silver, the last are gold.
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seeking to buy this set because they have been
frightened away. Prehaps you will say that the
reason for this is because now the truth is known.
But that does not follow. Had the facts surrounding
the Premiere Gravures been presented from a positive,
rather than negative, viewpoint the truth would have
been revealed just as surely and the "stamps" in
question would have become all the more desireable.

Cordially yours,
e 7

J
°
m
°

Truth is a matter of fact.

Value is a matter of opinion. We can
encourage, or discourage, this opinion in

the way in which we present the truth. We all
do this in one way or another at one time or
another. I sincerely beleive that those who
claim no proof can be worth as much as a stamp
will someday see the contrary become a fact.

P.H.T.

Keep your friends, both new and old - the first are silver, the last are gold.




- Dear Preston:

XXXXXXXXXXXXX ~ 100 Henry Court,

Sept. 4, 1944,

My, Preston H., Thorpe,
Netecong, N..J.

I am in recoipt of your letter of the 2nd,

While 1 have no wish to carry the matter any farther I have an
idea that practically all who read your article 'in W,S.,C, on the
"Premieres” got the impression that you had Ashbrook in mind when
you referred to "the self appointed truth seekers," At least,
from the many letters I have received the writers assumed that
you meant to infer that I was the leader of such a cult, and
thelr remarks were far from complimentary to yous However, that
is aside from the point. It seems to me that to be perfectly i)
fair you might have mentioned who you had in mind as "self appointed
truth seekers."”" 1Inasmuch as I hdave been quite active In philateiic
research work, most anyone might confuse a "truth seeker" with a
"Research student.” ' :

I am really wondering if wise-cracking of that sort is welcomed
by those in this ‘country who take philntely seriously? I wonder
if such stuff doesn't react and hurt the author more than it dis=-
credits the intended victims?

Calling names and wise-cracking never solved any serious problems
in philately and such stuff in my opinion is beneath the dignity
of & gentlemén, It is perhaps U,X, for morons like Rioch and
crackpots like Bragzer,

In none of my writings have I "ghortled in glee" as an "expert," or
as a "self appointed truth secker," thatttBe prices roallzed at

the Fotts Sale prove conclusively that the "Promleres” were s:mple
labels, essays or mere bits of paper, but on the contrary I pointed
out that the Luff error was never corrvected by lr, Luff and that his
"error’ had cost the Potts Estate the sum of 112,592,00, That 18 why
1 mentioned the Potts sale, I certainly did not need thé Potts sale
prices to prove that my research work was thorough and final, :

Mr, Luff invented his "Premleres" issue in 1896, As near as I can
learn, Mr, Potts purchased hle copies in the early 1930's. Had Mr,
Luff corrected his eproprbefore 1930, it is only reasonable to
suppose that the items would never have been purchased by Mr, Potts,
hence it is perhaps a bit unfortunate that you placed yourself in .
a position to give readers such an impression, Rk




#2. Mr. Preston H, Thorpe, Sept. 4, 1944,

You stated that you referred to the article by dos Passos,A

but that article appeared in Brazer'!s Proof and Essay Journal
whieh had a circulation of only several hundred.  .One wonders
how the readers of #.5,C, could have ever surmised that. you
referred to dos Passos. I never even heard of such a person
untlil I read his articles In thils article he used much of my
stuff but he did not have the decency to give me credit for same,

I am sure that the great majority of American collectors are.

fully aware that I have no axe to grind in my crusade to eliminate
from the catalogue all of the "sucker items," such as the "impere
forates of 1860," the "Premicres # the 3¢ Lake, the 5¢ Scarlet,
etoc, etc. :

My"truth seeking" unfortunately came some ten years or 8o too 1ate
to pcevent a loss of over $12,000.,00 to the Potts Vstate.

Myhnvuandbhto bring the truth to colloctora, and to have an honest
to God truthful catalogue, devold of "sucker items," such as soue
mentioned sbove is criticised by you in your W.5.C0, article of July
12, 1944 as:follows, gquobe: "Thus it will be seen that the present
tempest to prove these stamps are not stamps affects only i very,
very few tollectors indecd, : 2 dag

Remember Pfeston, the Luff error. and the Scott listing cost. Mrs
Potts over $12 »000.00. 3o

Surely you had me in mind when ydu wrote'the’following:
"fell because of the hue and cry get up by the "EXPIRTS" the owner .

who paid $12,5692.00 for his set saw it sold at ﬁﬁEIIE"Euction for
S770.004" (end of quote ).

‘I doubt if those who Tread your article agreed with you. that I

should not have exposed the Luff myth of a "Premieres Issue” in”
1861. | Y

I have'noﬁh:nw ageinst "Proofs and rsseys" and firmly bclieve that
such itens lavo a rightful place in any well bullt up collection,
my onlj objection beling that such ltems be represented es such

~and not as valuable postapé stanps, (uee Ward's description of the:

"Premicros” in"his catalogue ol the lir. X" gale = 1938),

In my current hook on the "1861-1869" iqsues, the books 8y they

came from the press conteined an "Addendum', pages 71 to 74 inclusive.

When I turned over the books to The Lindguist Publications to dis=
tribute I decided that some of my remarks regarding lre. Imff might
be resented by some collsctors. I therefore had pages 71 to 74
cut from all coples sold to the public. I 8tilll have a few of the
uncut books and if you would like to have a copy so that you can
read my remarks on Mre Luff and also on Philip H, Ward, Jpe I will
be glad %o send you a copy on receipt of $2,004

Regarding Ward and his articlée in Hekeel's. If the letters that he
published are genulne then my hat is off to him for a very veluable
contribution to philatellc research work, That part of Lils article
was suporb. OUn the other hand, his affort to discredit me was -

s g



#3, Mr, Preston H, Thorpe, Sept. 4, 1944,

absurd and absolutely childish.

Elliott Perry with all his wise-cracking and polson pen
attacks never hurt anyone a tenth as much as he hurt himself,

Its a good point to bear in mind preston. In fact in the future
I am determined that I will keep the exaumple before me and stick
strictly to philatelic sub jects.

Sincerely yours,




LINN'S WEEKLY STAMP NEWS

Screwball Breakfast
At A. P. §. Meeting
Self Adulation Parfy

It was a regular party when the
Philatelic =~ Writers held their
breakfast meeting during the ses-
sions of the A. P. S. convention at
Milwaukee.

In the course of his remarks,
Toastmaster Major Max Johl
mentioned that tco many writers
were taking the wrong attitude

in their columns in regard to what |

they may consider errors in the
columns of other writers, and that
there should be more considera-
tion shown. Mr. Johl then went on
to say that at the Chicago conven-
tions there was a writer there
who was not at Milwaukee and
that he(this writer) was a double-
jointed screwball.

In the first part of his remarks
Mr. Johl warns against taking a
wrong attitude against fellow
writers and in the latter part of
his remarks he plainly indicates
his opinion of all philatelic writ-
ers by the insinuation that
they are screwballs and he picks
out one as more ambidextrous
then the others by calling him a
double-jointed screwball.

The publisher of this paper, un-
fortunately could not spare time
to attend the A. P. S. Convention,
but did have a very pleasant chat
with Major Johl" at Chicago.
Whether the compliment he hand-
ed out was intended for us we will
not know until we hear from the
Major again, but we would believe
that he should apply the same code
to speaking as he suggests for writ-
ing, the lack of application of that
code can only lead the double-
jointed screwball to whom he re-
fers to share his honor with an-
other double-jointed screwball,
so tnat makes at least two of them
and if more want to apply they
might form a new society, an ex-
clusive one composed wholly of
double-jointed screwballs. Should
such a thing happen we would
believe that the rest of the screw-
balls would quickly file applica-
tions for membership,
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! 1they? And if Mr. Brazer’s review | be.)

.1 subject (American Philatelist) is

il (FW"I ™ N e ~ Buche o

the so-called “Prgmier Gravures”|observe that no proof of this
thrown out of the catalog as post- | supposition has, to my knowledge,
age stamps is about to bear fruit. [ ever been submitted. In fact I
| Although not without some seri-| think that this might be a very
ous disagreement between the ex-} good point for the experts to
perts themselves as to just what | determine. The late John N. Luff
these things are. It would seem |stated that “Philatelists have long
that the controversy has advanced | been familiar with these two val-
to the stage where the experts, | ues (3¢ and 12¢) . . . . The other
at least, consider their arguments ‘ values differ so slightly from or-
unassailable as to the desired|dinary types that they escaped
conclusion that the “Premier notice for thirty-five-years.” Per-
Gravures” are not postage stamps. | haps the lapse of time was caused
They now advance to the stage|by the non-existence of the other
where they wrangle on the nropo- | v2lues, and perhaps, some of our
sition which might be stated thus!|more enterprising entrepreneurs
|these things are not postage|of the 19th century found a way
| stamps, agreed, now what are|to supply the deficiency. (Could
e.

(Essay Proof Journal No. 2) of

i L Now, to continue the summa-
iMr. Ashbrook’s article on the

tion, prior to Mr. Luffs writings in
. A 151896 the 3¢ and 12¢ “stamps” of
|any criterion of what we are in|this issue were considered by
| for your scribe quails before the | philatelists to be essays and this
| prospect. fact is definitely so stated by Mr.

It is impossible in the space al- ‘i Luff in his monumental work
I loted to your scribe to give com- | “The Postage Stamps of the
| plete review of the various, United States.” But Mr. Luff, in
| articles which have more or less: 1896, went farther and suggested
| recently been published on this that now the entire set had been
i subject, but briefly it may be  discovered in different designs or
summed up as follows: |colors from the series as it was

The stamps in question are then known and that these newly
those listed by Scott as Nos. 55 discovered stamps constituted a
| through 62 and are among the'separate issue of stamps which

t|as

;.| most valuable of all stamps listed | preceded the series then listed in

i|in the catalogue. They are popu-|the catalogues. Thus came into

nlarly known as the “August Is- ‘ existence the “Premier Gra

% 'sue,” or “Premier Gravures” and vures” and, also, the widely en-

r!are noted in the catalogue itself tertained theory about the rush
“First Designs.” Brushing to get new stamps.

o away, for the moment, the cloud! Your scribe has no particular
1 of discussion which at present desire to get into the current ar-

t st}rrounds these stamps (I use the ' gument and his remarks present-
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| word advisedly for I have no de- | ed here are intended to be repor-
sire to direct the fire of the ex-!torial on a subject that is claim-
perts towards myself) we discover  ing much attention at the mom-
that the popular belief, widely | ent.

entertained is somewhat as fol-| But there is one point which I

lows: should like to touch upon and

At the outset of the Civil War | which will probably draw the
the federal government desired tq'

issue a complete new series oi:
postage stamps so that it could )
demonitize the existing series and .
thus make them useless to the |
citizens of the Confederacy. This I
new series of stamps was desired 1|99 through 62, are among the
in a hurry and the first designs} most valuable listed in the cata-
| submitted by the contractor were | 108ue. The entire set of eight

. : stamps is currently priced at
not entirely satisfactory but, as g $8,400. Four of these stamps are

the need was great and the time | .
short, a certain number of the un- § Priced at more than $1,000 each;

: . - | the 1¢ at $2500, the 12¢ at $3,500
satisfacto designs were issue 2 e
with repﬁcemegts of r?ewssapol the 30¢ at $1250 and the 90¢ at
proved designs taking place as $1,500. .And these prices represent
rapidly as possible. It was thought j| ¢ considerable drop from previ-
that these first designs were is- | OUS values. It is extremely doubt-
sued in August of 1861 and that ful that over a half-dozen, at most
the new designs made their ap- 8|2 dozen, complete sets of these
pearance in September. Hence stamps are in existence. The
the popular désignation “August” I OWher of the set most recently to
and “September” issues. This has ; | cOme into the market paid $12,592
long since been disproven but the for his set, and it is quite possible
designations continue to be used |that other sets have sold at even
in many quarters. The designa- - higher figures. Thus it will be
tion “Premier Gravures” would :|S€en that the present tempest to
seem to be more descriptive and ; prove these stamps are not stamps
is widely used. (Both terms,) affects only a very, very few col-
“August Issue” and “Premier?, lectors indeed. But what effect
Gravures” are based on the) has it had upon them? Well, be-
| theory that these designs were | g;uii of‘etil;e?t:f ?&d o%ls;yneietwﬁp

: : e 0
the Lot ¥o-be mate, Just in the bl 2L 89 508 for his set et it sold
; at public aucion for $770. (At
least the heirs of this owner wit-
nessed this debacle. The owner
himself was deceased). Thus this
owner, or his heirs, took a loss of
almost $12,000]

The truth seekers chortle in

fire of the self designated “truth
seekers.”

As I have previously stated the
stamps in question, Scott’s Nos.

prices realized prove their point
and that collectors now accept
their arguments that the “Pre-
mier Gravures”
trial color proofs.

We can well imagine what the

or so other wealthy -collectors
who own a set of these stamps.

BTV e e e A e e

question.

glee and point out that the low |-

are essays and |
feelings may be of the half dozen |.

Just what all this “truth seek- |’
ing” has accomplished is a moot|:
One accomplishment ||
would seem to be to discourage | :

B 4 i | Wednesday, July 12, 1944,
s =

7 ° ]
! remueer ravures :

£

3 1 By PRESCOTT HOLDEN THORP ;

f It would seem that the long|nature of throwing a bone (of

; efforts of the “experts” to have contention) to the experts I would

their attention. The Special Print-
ings, horizontal imperf p#&irs of
the 8¢ Omaha, 4¢ Pan American
|Invert (the Ilatter has already
|claimed some attention) or even
the 24¢ inverted airmail stamp
could, concieveably, be subject
{to similar purging. None of these
’stamps are known used, and most

issued for postal duty.

As far as this scribe can see
the ‘“Premier Gravures” have
been sufficiently purged so as to
make them: of little value to col-
lectors. From this viewpoint a
great victory has been won. Now
the experts will continue to
wrangle among themselves as to
whether they are essays, trail
color printings or samples.
lIt: is an anticlimax and it falls
flat.

Heaven protect us from any
more of this kind of “truth seek-
mg.))

Compositors Note: Amen!

wealthy collectors from continu- |,
ing with the hobby. If a group of |-
experts can knock $12,000 off the!:
value of this set of stamps, and |-
they have, it is obvious that many |
.| other issues may be the object of

certainly were not intended to be |
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Notes and Comments

By Puiure H. Warp, Jr.

For a while the rarer varieties of
the August 1861 series were sel'ling
at low figures due to several al‘thlffS
appearing in the philatelic press. We
are glad to see that certain docu-
ments, which we published upon the
subject, have given these stamps
their rightful place. A 5c in thelre-
cent Laurence and Stryker sale, and
a not very fine copy at that, brought
$400. We think we will live to see
the day when this set will again sell
at from $10,000 to $15,000.
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BULLETIN OF MARCH 1, 1946

TO FELLOW MEMBERS OF THE GROUP:

Since the last report of September 10th, 1943, four new mem-
bers have been admitted to membership as follows:

#36—Admiral F. R. Harris of New York City.
37—Lester G. Brookman of Minneapolis, Minn.
38—0. H. Woleott of Copley, Ohio.
39—Henry H. Clifford of Los Angeles, Cal.

The following is the present list of membership :
# 1—Stanley B. Ashbrook #22—W. L. Peltz

4—E. B. Jessup 23—J. A. Bull
5—H. W. Carhart 24—Van Dyk MacBride
6—E. A. Wiltsee 25—G. R. Rinke
7T—F. A. Hollowbush 26—H. A. Dunsmoor
8—Wm. C. Michaels 27—M. C. Blake
9—A. R. Brigham 28—S. W. Richey
11—A. J. Aull 29—Carroll Chase
12—S. Newbury 30—Donald Malcolm
13—H. C. Brooks 31—R. F. Chambers
14—H. L. Lindquist 32—R. G. Fitzgerald
15—L. L. Shenfield 33—R. McP. Cabeen
16—E. C. Krug 34—E. D. Cole
17—T. W. Simpson 35—E. T. Gross
18—A. R. Rowell 36—F. R. Harris
19—C. C. Hart 37—L. G. Brookman
20—S. Colby 38—0. H. Wolcott
21—C. C. Wagner 39—H. H. Clifford

Total Members—36.

Deceased Members

# 3—E. S. Knapp
2—Wm. West
10—H. C. Needham
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THE RESEARCH GROUP
As A Reminder—

This Association has no officers nor fixed annual dues. Con-
tributions are voluntary on the part of members, and the funds
of the Group are used to defray the expense of obtaining data
helpful to Philatelic Research Work. Thus the Group is in a
position to employ help in various cities thruout the country
to search old newspaper files, etc., etc. The statistics and data
compiled by the Group is not for the special benefit of any one
member or group of members, but rather for the good of phi-
lately as a whole. No member should expect to derive any
special benefits from membership in the Group, but rather, to
contribute to the general good of American Philately by being
a member and making voluntary cash contributions to the Cause.

The Research Bulletins are a contribution to Group members
by the writer and they are issued whenever time permits. Mem-
bership in the Group is only by invitation, and initial contribu-
tions are limited to a minimum of $10.00 except in special cases.

The Membership Committee consists of Stanley B. Ashbrook,
Chairman, Edger B. Jessup and Emmerson C. Krug. This
Committee reserves the right to drop from membership any
member if sufficient cause warrants such action.

Proposals for membership should be directed to the Chair-
man and if the proposed name is satisfactory, an invitation will
be extended. This being America, Dealers are not barred.

0
RECEIPTS AND EXPENDITURES

Since the last report the cash receipts were $88.50 and ex-
penditures $132.72. The largest single item of this expense
was a payment of $70.00 made to S. R. Graubard for research
work done at Washington. Mr. Graubard, a student at one of
the eastern universities was recommended by our good friend
““George W. Van Den Berg,’”” who edits a weekly column in
‘“Stamps.’’

Cash on hand Sep. 1, 1943 as per last report ... $254.55
Receipts—
Sep. 23, 1943—F. A. Hollowbush ... $ 10.00
Oct. 28, 1943—F. R. Harris ......ccccoeeveeeen... 25.00
Nov. 10, 1943—1.. G. Brookman: _................. 15.00
Deec. 30, 1943—Van Dyk MacBride ........._.. 10.00
Dee. 23, 1944—0. H. Wolcott ....coooeeeeeeeeo.... 3.50
Jan. 6, 1945—0. H. Wolcott ........ocooomeeee... 10.00
Jan. 8, 1946—H. H. Clifford ..............._.... 15.00 $ 88.50
$343.05



Expenses—
Research work at Washington—

SR G rathard U R e $ 70.00
Newspaper files New Orleans ... 12.00
Newspaper files Duke University ................ 7.00
Rrenchi translation: L&~ uo. Lol ies = 3.00
Photostats—Congressional Library ... ... 33.90
Postage & Suppliess ...t 6.82 $132.72
March 1st, 1946—Balance Cash on Hand ... . .. $210.33
0

FAKE COVERS

Seldom does a week pass but what the writer is not called
upon to render opinions on the validity of several or more U. S.
19th Century covers, and I often wonder what becomes of the
many fakes which I am compelled to return to the owners.

In a certain prominent auction sale of several or more years
back, I examined and pronounced as bad, at least a dozen covers,
all of which had every appearance of being perfectly genuine.
These covers were all very clever fakes and most any one of
them would doubtless deceive even an advanced collector. From
time to time these same covers have reappeared in eastern auec-
tion sales. Sad to relate, it seems to be rather the accepted
custom for an innocent buyer who gets ‘‘stuck’ with a fake
to send it to some auction house and request that it be sold,
and this is done, I imagine, without any hint whatsoever that
the item was ever questioned, much less branded as a fake.

Special attention is called to President Lybarger’s page in
the November 1945 issue of The American Philatelist, wherein
he cited a case of a collector having a cover returned to him as
a fake by an auction house, and the owner in turn entered it
in another auction sale. I can also cite a similar case that re-
cently came under my observation.

A certain collector sent a cover to an auction dealer several
yvears ago. The cover was sent to me by the auction firm and I
pronounced it as fraudulent. Of this there wasn’t the slightest
doubt. Before the sale took place the cover was returned to the
owner. Later he sold it along with a ““lot of other junk,”” to a
small dealer for a mere song. Along came a rather shrewd
New York collector to the town of the small dealer and the New
Yorker purchased the cover. He surely must have known the
covgr was very questionable because he paid only about one-
fourth of what the cover would have been worth had it been
genuine. He promptly entered the fake in a New York auction
sale, though he was informed by at least two authorities in New



York that the cover was very questionable, a fact he did not
deny. When the catalogue came out I immediately recognized
the illustration as a cover that I had passed on several years
ago, and sure enough in my files was my photograph of the fake
and a complete history of it. There was no intimation in the
auction catalogue that the cover was questionable. I immediate-
ly notified the auction firm, and the cover was withdrawn. 1
informed the first owner last fall that the cover should be de-
stroyed and that if it was forwarded to me that I would be
glad to perform the operation. I regret to state that so far my
suggestion has been ignored.

This man is a member of the American Philatelic Society and
in my opinion he should be requested to resign.

In this country we have by far the largest philatelic organ-
ization in the world and in my humble opinion, the American
Philatelic Society could well afford to take some active measures
to try and protect its members, as well as the philatelic public
against the fake items which are frequently, openly and brazen-
ly offered by certain auction firms. Awuection dealers should be
warned to be very careful about offering pieces which are ques-
tionable.

I suppose there is little question but what the average auc-
tion buyer is himself greatly to blame because he almost invar-
iably depends on his own ‘‘expert opinion’’ in purchasing a
valuable cover and there are few who will expend a few dollars
to have their purchase expertized by some recognized authority.
It is much the same as buying a piece of property without first
securing an abstract of the title.

In foolishly pursuing such a course the collector plays directly
into the hands of the dishonest dealer who hopes and trusts to
luck that the buyer will regard the item as good and will not
cause him any trouble by having the cover examined.

Perhaps it never occurs to the buyer that the crooks make
every effort to make their wares so deceptive that they will
easily deceive such trusting persons as himself.

If you are in doubt as to where to send items for examina-
tion may I suggest that same be forwarded to the Expert Com-
mittee of the Philatelic Foundation, Collectors Club Bldg., 22
East 35th St., New York 16, N. Y., or if it is an item in my line
of research work, submit same to this writer.

0

FAKE COVERS & EXPERT COMMITTEES

Last fall a London dealer sent three 1869 covers that he had
for sale to a dealer in New York City. They were as follows:




(A) A cover from San Francisco to France with a single
15¢ 1869.

(B) A cover from New York to Spain with a single 24¢ 1869.

(C) A cover from New Orleans to France with a 30c 1869.

The New York dealer sent the three covers to me for my opin-
ion and I pronounced all three to be fraudulent, that is, the
1869 stamps were not used on these covers. The covers were,
therefore, returned to London with the information that I had
pronounced them as fakes. Later, I learned that two of the
covers, the 24¢ and the 30c¢, had been submitted to the Expert
Committee of The Royal Philatelic Society and that ‘“‘R. P. S.”’
certificates of their genuineness had been issued. I was also
informed that all three covers with their ‘“‘R. P. S. certificates’’
would be offered for sale at auction in London.

I note by catalogue just received that Harmer Rooke & Co.
will offer these three covers in a London sale on March 28th,
1946, and that they are listed as follows:

Lot 424—15¢, Type 2 described as very fine (no R. P. S.
certificate)

Lot 428-—24c¢ described as ‘‘a great rarity and an outstand-
ing item from this collection xxxx’’ with R. P. 8.
certificate.

Lot 434—30c described as ‘‘another outstanding item with
R. P. 8. certificate.”’

The crooks have turned out some extremely clever 1869 cov-
ers in the past and one who has made a specialty of covers with
1869 stamps is apt to marvel at the nerve of the Expert Com-
mittee of the Royal in even attempting to pass on such items.

Several years ago a London dealer wrote Mr. Blank, a local
collector, and offered him, among other items, ‘‘a superdb U. S.
24c, 1861 Violet, lightly cancelled, price twelve pounds.”” Mr.
Blank informed the Londoner that he would purchase the copy
provided it was accompanied by a certificate of genuineness of
The Royal Philatelic Society. In due course the stamp and the
certificate arrived but the stamp was not the rare Violet but an
ordinary copy of dark lilac on rather thick paper. Other ex-
amples could be cited.




THE RICH ARTICLE IN THE NOVEMBER
AMERICAN PHILATELIST

It is very disheartening to those who are intensely interested
in serious philatelic research work to pick up one of our lead-
ing Philatelic Journals and to read such an article as that which
appeared in the November 1945 ‘‘American Philatelist’ by
Stephen G. Rich. One wonders why some people make them-
selves so utterly ridiculous as to attempt to write AUTHORI-
TATIVELY on subjects of which they surely have no first-hand
knowledge whatsoever. This certainly applies to Mr. Rich and
we have no better proof of that fact than this distorted picture
that he presented to the members of the A.P.S. on the subject of
the ‘“1861-1866 stamps.”’

Those who take philatelic research work seriously, do sin-
cerely and honestly strive to furnish faets to the philatelic pub-
lic. We spend time and money in our search for instructive
philatelic information so that we can, by publishing same, add to
the great wealth of philatelic knowledge. We gather much of
this information, piece by piece, and we spend many years
searching for facts so that we can obtain accurate solutions to
numerous philatelic problems. And then, ever so often, along
comes some so-called ‘‘writer’” who displays a moronic desire
for self-notoriety and with little or no regard for facts, at-
tempts to write as an authority on some complex subject of
which he displays no first-hand knowledge whatsoever.

Rich made the following statement in his article:

“The 12¢ and 90c are mot known used before September
and the 24¢ only as late as October.”” (end of quote).

What are the facts? The ““S. U. S.”” gives a date of ‘‘Aug.
20, 1861°° opposite the 24¢ Violet of 1861, but according to
Rich, Editor Hugh Clark is all wrong and the 24¢ was not issued
until as ““late as October.”” If the writer had any first-hand
knowledge of his subject he would not have made such a ridic-
ulous statement.

Opposite the 12¢ 1861, in the ““S. U. S.”” is ““Sept. 1861’ and
here is where Rich probably obtained his 12¢ date, but I have
never been able to locate a use of the 12¢ 1861 earlier than Oec-
tober 1861.

I believe that Mr. Luff ‘‘assumed’’ that the 12¢ was issued in
September 1861, but having no record of an actual use in Sep-
tember he failed to give any actual day date, hence the date in
the ““S. U. S.”” is Mr. Luff’s assumed date. I could go Mr. Luff
one better, and assume that the 12¢ was issued in August 1861,

and no doubt it was, but I have never actually seen a use earlier
than Oct. 16, 1861.
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The same applies to the 90¢ which Rich stated is ‘‘not known
used before September.”” The fact is, that no use is known to
students of the 90c before Now. 27, 1861. The ‘‘S. U. S.’’ merely
gives ““SEPT. 1861,”” but I dare state that neither Editor Clark
nor Rich ever saw a use of the 90c 1861 as early as even October
1861. That is merely my opinion, based on a long study of this
stamp and covers.

Rich stated that the 3c 1861 was issued on August 18, 1861,
and so does the ‘“‘S. U. S.”” but I doubt if Rich is aware that the
18th of August 1861 fell on Sunday. We admit that it is pos-
sible that the post office at Nashua, N. H., may have been open
on that Sunday in 1861, but of that, we have no actual proof
and therefore it is a bit misleading to make the positive state-
ment that the 3¢ was issued on August 18, 1861. In other words,
it is simply a question of whether a writer has any first-hand
knowledge of a subject, on which he attempts to write as an
authority.

Regarding the Five Cents of 1861. When we refer to the
‘“5¢ 1861°” we naturally refer to the 5¢ Buff, because the ‘‘Buff,”’
Scott’s No. 67 (also known as Mustard, Brown-yellow, Olive-
yellow, ete.) was, so far as is known, the only color that was
issued in the year 1861.

In his unsuccessful attempt to give A. P. readers the ‘‘facts’’
regarding the 5c¢c 1861, Rich stated that the ‘‘unsatisfactory
Buff’’ was replaced by printings in ‘“brown’’ before the end of
1861, which statement is, of course, not true.

As stated above the ‘‘Buff,”” (and kindred colors) is the only
color that is known to have been issued in 1861.

‘What are the facts as known to the most up to date research
work? Instead of the ‘‘Buff’’ being followed by the ‘‘Brown,’’
the Buftf was succeeded by the ‘‘Red-brown,’”’ but no use of
the latter color is known to Students of this issue, before Jan-
uary of 1862. The Red-brown was followed by the Brown, but
the latter color did not make its appearance before the spring
of 1862. Therefore, how utterly irresponsible is Rich’s state-
ment that the Buff was followed by the Brown ‘‘before the end
of 1861.”’

Several years ago I published a lengthy article in the Amer-
ican Philatelist, entitled, “The United States Issue of 1869,
Preceded by some additional Notes on The Premieres Gravures
of 1861.”” Later this study was published in booklet form.
Nowhere in my story of the ‘‘Premieres Gravures’’ did I make
any assertion that the designs of the 24¢ and 30c¢ of the ‘‘Pre-
mieres’’ differed in any manner from the designs of the reg-
filarly issued 24¢ and 30c stamps of the 1861 issue.

We can go back almost half a century to the time when Mr.



John Luff first gave philately his story of the ‘‘Premieres Grav-
ures Issue’” and in all the years up to 1940 no philatelic student,
collector or writer, ever made the claim (so far as T am aware),
that there was any difference in the engraved designs of the
94¢ and 30c ‘‘Premieres,’”” and the designs of the ‘‘regularly is-
sued’’ 24c¢ and 30c stamps of the 1861 issue.

The real 24¢ Premiere Violet has always been identified by its
characteristic color, thin brittle paper and distinctive gum, and
not because there was any difference in its design and that of
the regularly issued stamp, and the same most assuredly also
applies to the 30c value.

In the past half century we have had many keen outstanding
students of stamp designs. May I name a few? J. W. Scott,
John Luff and others of the early years, and in the last thirty
years such keen students as William Stevenson, Carroll Chase.
‘Alvin Good, Ernest Jacobs, Lyman Seely, Dan’l. Hammatt and
many others. None of these men ever made the claim that
the design of the 24e¢ Premiere different from the design of the
issued 24c stamp, nor that the design of the 30c Premiere dif-
fered in any way from the design of the issued 30c stamp.

It remained for a mere novice (in my humble opinion) in
the study of stamp design, to make such an absurd claim. 1
refer to the alleged discovery by Clarence W. Brazer, a special-
ist in Proofs and Essays as set forth in an issue of the Collec-
tors Club Journal. Mr. Luff would doubtless turn over several
times in his grave if informed that such a ‘‘discovery’” had been
claimed by Brazer.

But author Rich did not hesitate to repeat Brazer’s absurd
claim. In fact, Rich repeated it as if the Brazer ‘‘discovery’’
was an established fact, but in doing so he did not even give
Brazer credit for the alleged discovery.

Rich referred to the 24c Premiere as the
a term doubtless borrowed from Brazer.

Regarding the 24c 1861, the following is what Rich stated in
the November 1945, American Philatelist, at the bottom of page
164, quote:

““unissued essay,’’

“Your stamp can be positively identified as the unissued
essay only by examining for details of engraving. These
details were mot known until recently—ete. ete.”” (end).

Attention is especially called to the above ‘‘positively iden-
tified.”’

T am wondering if there is any member of the Research Group
who would know how to proceed if he attempted to follow the
advice as set forth by Rich? May I inquire if any member of
this Group has any knowledge as to what it is that constitutes



the alleged difference in designs of the 24c¢ ‘‘Premiere’’ and
the regularly issued 24c stamp? And further, I doubt if any
would know any more about this subject even with a copy of
the Brazer article at hand.

Rich stated that the only way to identify the 24c¢ Premiere
was by examining ‘‘for details of engraving,’”’” but he failed to
inform readers what constituted the difference in ‘‘details of
engraving.’’

Regarding the 30c¢, Rich stated, quote:

“The 30c possibly has some small alterations in design,
as with the 24c; but the pale color makes it very hard to
discover if this was the case.”” (end).

I believe that much harm is done serious philatelic research
work by publication of articles which contain a lot of rubbish
which is contrary to facts. Why should an editor mislead read-
ers by publishing such articles? I do not believe that irrespon-
sible articles written by philatelic notoriety seekers should be
published in a magazine of the class and reputation of the
‘“ American Philatelist,”” and I strenuously register my protest
against such a poliey.

o

THE PHILATELIC FOUNDATION
New York, N. Y.

I have received a number of letters in recent months inquiring,
if I could explain why the names of certain prominent Amer-
ican philatelists were not listed among those comprising the
Expert Committee of the new ‘‘ Philatelic Foundation’ of New
York. For example, students of U. S. issues such as Carroll
Chase, Elliott Perry, George Sloane, Philip H. Ward, Jr., Ernie
Jacobs, Lester Brookman, Ezra Cole, Sidney Barrett, Eddie
Stern and many others too numerous to mention.

As I understand the situation, here is the explanation. The
‘““Expert Committee’” of the Foundation is to a certain extent,
an ‘‘Advisory Committee.”” For example, when a stamp or
cover is submitted to the Foundation, the Secretary forwards
the item to the specialist who enjoys the reputation of being
the world’s outstanding authority on the particular item in
question. His opinion is requested and when the item is re-
turned it is submitted to the Expert Committee with the opinion
and explanation as to why the piece is good or bad, and based on
such information the Committee issues their certificate without
divulging the identity of the authority. I believe that much
careful thought has been devoted to this feature and I am con-
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fident that the methods adopted by the Foundation are sound
and that perhaps no better way could be adopted to set up an
““Bxpert Committee.”’

While the Expert Committee acts largely as a clearing house,
the members are also perfectly competent to pass on a large
percentage of the stamps that are submitted. The opinion is ex-
pressed by those who are supposed to be well informed that it
is doubtful if there are many experts in the world who are better
qualified to pass on the majority of foreign stamps than Alfred
Lichtenstein, Alfred Caspary, Theodore Steinway, John Hall
and Admiral F. R. Harris. In addition, the Committee has at
its disposal the entire Luff Reference Collection.

I have but one criticism to offer. Those who organized the
‘‘Expert Committee’’” decided that only ‘‘amateurs’’ would be
invited to serve on the Committee. In other words, ‘‘dealers’’
would be barred. I am wondering if this rule is not considered
by many as an attempt to copy the British? Dealers are barred
from membership in the Royal Philatelic Society of London.

This feature of ‘‘amateurs only’’ on the Foundation’s Ex-
pert Committee has been explained to me as follows, quote:

““The reason for selecting amateurs to head the committee is
the same reason that exists in selecting amateurs, to a large
extent, on an International Jury. There is no reflection on the
dealers, who are in many cases far better qualified to pass on
the stamps, both as to genuineness and in competition, but it is
to relieve them of the embarrassment of endeavoring to pass on
stamps that they may have themselves handled at some time, or
which may have been submitted by a competitor or a customer.
I have been in on many an argument where a good customer
has bitterly attacked a dealer friend who was a Juror, for not
giving him the award, and threatening to take away his busi-
ness as a consequence. This is probably small-time stuff that
you might say should be ignored, but I think any dealer is very
unwise to stick his neck out for criticism, whether it is justified
or not.

““In the case of the Philatelic Foundation, I imagine that
much of the material will be passed on by dealers, and this is
particularly true of twentieth century perforation varieties, re-
perfed stamps, and things of that kind.”” (end of quote).

I cannot agree with the above explanation, and I consider
it unnecessary to bar dealers from membership on the Expert
Committee of the Philatelic Foundation.

————
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“R. P. S. L.
THE ROYAL PHILATELIC SOCIETY OF LONDON
Dealers not eligible for membership

On each blank application for membership in the above So- o

ciety, is printed the following :

““Article 6. Any other person of full age interested as an
amateur in the science and practice of Philately, and not engaged
or employed in trade or trading transactions in connection there-
with, in any other capacity than that of compiler, author, editor,
or assistant in the preparation or publication of any work of a
scientific, technical, or literary nature, is eligible for election
to membership to the Society. In case of any question the
Council shall be the sole judge of the eligibility of any candi-
date for election. Tiadies are eligible as members.”” (end of
quote).

It is a notorious fact that quite a large number of the ‘‘Fel-
lows’” and members have little or no respect for ‘“ Article 6’ and
do not hesitate to buy and sell stamps for profit. The only
crime seems to be, in being found out and reported to the Coun-
cil, in which event, expulsion from the Society follows.

The membership of the Royal consists of 300 ‘‘Fellows,’’ and
all applicants admitted above that number are simply members.
When a ‘‘Fellow’ drops out, or is expelled, or dies, the next
““member’’ in line is elevated to a ‘‘Fellowship’ and is per-
mitted to sign after his name ““F. R. P. S. 1..”” (Fellow Royal
Philatelic Society, Llondon). Perhaps some have the idea that
“F. R. P. §. L.’ indicates some special distinetion, but if so
they are mistaken.

One would imagine that an individual holding a ‘‘ Fellowship’’
in the Royal was rewarded with same because of some outstand-
ing service to Philately, or to the Society, but such a belief is
erroneous, as I will explain.

In the year 1917, the membership of the Society was under
300, hence all members were ‘‘Fellows.”” In that year, I ap-
plied for membership and in due course I was notified that I
had been elected a ““ Fellow and a member,”’ of the Society. The
cost was, as I recall, ‘‘three guineas’’ (if you know what a
guinea is). Thus, a mere stamp collector, and an unknown
‘‘amateur’’ for the sum of 3 guineas became a “F. R. P. S. L.”’
The subscription was, one and a half guinea per annum, which
I contributed for some 25 years. The monthly Journal of the
Society is known as ‘‘The London Philatelist’” and though many
of my philatelic articles have appeared in American publica-
tions for many years, I was never in all of the 25 years that I
was listed as a ‘‘Fellow’ of the Royal, invited to submit an
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article for the Society’s Journal. And in all those years I was
never requested to pass an opinion on any U. S. stamp or cover,
though God only knows that they do need someone on their
““Expert Committee’” who has more than the average school
boy’s knowledge of United States stamps and covers.

In 1937, I was rather stunned when I received notice that I
had been awarded the Society’s ‘““Earl of Crawford Medal,”
which T believe is considered thruout the philatelic world as the
highest award in Philately.

The Crawford Medal which is larger than our silver dollar
is very beautiful, and is supposed to be solid gold.

In 1943 T inserted an advertisement in ‘‘Stamps’’ that I had
some fine U. S. covers for sale and that I was also in the market
to purchase desirable items. My advertisement was evidently
called to the attention of the ‘‘Council’’ and I was dropped from
membership in the Royal. I was no longer a “‘F. R. P. S. L.”’
I was perfectly aware of their ‘ Article 6,”” when I announced
publicly that I was in the market to buy or sell stamps or covers,
henee T have no justifiable complaint to register.

Perhaps the irony of the situation is this. Their ‘‘Article 6’
bars from membership in the Society a holder of their ¢ Craw-
ford Medal,”” yet an unknown if properly introduced can be
elected to membership provided he is an ‘‘amateur’ and keeps
his dealings in stamps under cover. In the past, a number of
the most prominent of British philatelic students were not elig-
ible for membership in the ‘‘ Royal’’ because they found it neces-
sary to make a living by dealing in stamps. For example, the
late Fred. J. Melville.

I have gone into this subject in some detail because of the
rule laid down by the Philatelic Foundation of New York, which
makes eligible for membership on their ‘‘Expert Committee,”’
none but ‘‘amateurs.’”” May I ask if there exists any reason,
why. we in America should ape the snobbery and hypocrisy of
the Royal Philatelic Society of Liondon?

0

THOSE 1847 PLATES
Five Cents—Ten Cents

A year from next July will mark the one hundredth anniver-
sary of the advent of the adhesive postage stamp in these United
States, and no doubt our classic 5¢ and 10¢ 1847’s will receive
a lot of publicity and will be more sought after than ever.

It is a well known fact that the 5c¢ 1847 has never been
‘‘plated’’ or rather, reconstructed, and in my opinion, the plate
will never be entirely reconstructed. Perhaps you noted that
I used the word ‘““PLATE’’ and not ‘“PLATES.”” It has long
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been considered a fact that there were two plates of 200 subjects
each of the Five Cent, the first plate having been made in 1847
and a second one made in 1850.

I have stated in print on numerous occasions that in my opin-
ion, there were two plates of the 5¢ and that both plates were
made of copper. For some years past serious students have
been seeking the answers to two important questions, viz:

(1) Were there two 5¢ 1847 plates or was there only one?

(2) Were the plates (5¢ and 10¢) of copper, of steel, or some
other metal?

Even before I started my work years ago, on the plates of the
U. S. One Cent 1857-57, I had an ambition to accomplish some-
thing worth while on the 5¢ 1847 and long before 1920 I had
accumulated over 1200 copies in singles, pairs and strips for
study purposes.

In the fall of 1935 I again took up the study of the Five
Cents and enlisted the co-operation of the late Stephen D. Brown
of Glens Falls, N. Y. Between us we borrowed from collec-
tions thruout the country many hundreds of copies and care-
fully recorded all key copies by photography. I believe that my
photographic record of the He 1847 is by far the largest and
most complete in existence.

In recent years we have read numerous articles by various
writers arguing one way or the other as to whether the 1847
plates were copper or steel, or whether there was one or two
plates of the Five Cents. No writer or student of the 1847’s has
ever produced any substantial evidence to prove the existence
of only one or two 5¢ plates.

We do know beyond any question of a doubt that the 5¢ plate
which was made in 1847 was a 200 subject plate, with two panes
of 100 subjects to a pane, arranged 10x 10. Naturally this
plate had four corner positions to a pane or a total of eight to
the plate. It was along the following lines that I especially
directed my research work.

If there were two plates, then surely there were sixteen dif-
ferent corner positions but if there was only one plate, then there
were only eight different corners.

I can now divulge for the first time what I consider to be
the most important feature of my study and it is this. While
I have been able to positively identify eight (8) different corner
positions, I have never been able to identify more than eight.
Hence, in my opinion, there is very little prospect of the identi-
fication of sixteen. This indicates that there was actually only
one 5c 1847 plate and that as stated, it had two panes, with four
corner positions to a pane, or eight corner positions to the plate.

Perhaps the only way in which I could be mistaken would be
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the possibility that a new plate was made late in 1850 or early
in 1851 and that it was used very little, hence material from it
might be so very scarce that I have never been fortunate enough
to locate a corner copy from such a theoretical plate.

If we admit the probability that there was only one 5c¢ 1847
plate then we are confronted with the question as to whether it
was copper or steel. The records show that a total of 4,400,000
of the 5e¢ were printed, or some 22,000 impressions from a plate
of 200 subjects. The question arises, would a copper plate yield
as many as 22,000 impressions? The answer is that perhaps an
ordinary soft copper plate would not, but I believe that if the
plate had been of a copper alloy that 22,000 or more impressions
could easily have been obtained.

The 1847 stamps themselves do not have the appearance of
being impressions from steel plates, but rather as impressions
from copper plates, or of plates of a copper alloy. This sug-
gests the query, is there a difference between copper and steel
plate impressions? Naturally I refer to postage stamps. I be-
lieve that the answer is this. Perhaps the difference is not ap-
parent to the inexperienced eye, but I do believe that to the keen
and experienced eye of the philatelic student and ‘‘plater’’ that
there does exist quite a marked difference. How can we describe
in words that difference? Perhaps it can be stated that steel
printed stamps have a hard and cold appearance whereas im-
pressions from copper plates appear as soft and warm.

In ‘“Mekeel’s’’ of August 14, 1944, Philip H. Ward, Jr., pub-
lished a copy of a letter signed by Rawdon, Wright, Hatch &
Edson, dated March 20, 1847. In this letter it was proposed
(quote) :

““The undersigned propose to engrave steel dies and to
provide steel plates for five and ten cent stamps for the U.
S. Post Office Department ete.”” (end).

This was nothing more than a proposal of an intent, and we
have no actual proof that the Rawdon firm ecarried out their
proposal, regarding steel plates though there is no question but
what this Rawdon letter, combined with my plating work to date,
strongly indicates that the 1847 plates may have been of steel,
or possibly of a copper alloy.

I might add that my research work on the 5c¢ 1847 has re-
sulted in the discovery of some very interesting philatelic ma-
terial which indicates the eventual solution of a number of prob-
lems confronting those interested in the 1847 stamps.

For example what is the actual truth regarding the much
publicized 10¢ 1847 Knapp Shift? Is this item a fake or is it
a genuine plate variety? Or is it what one authority pronounced
it, ‘“An imitation Shift?”’
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OUR FELLOW MEMBERS

Admiral Harris is building up a marvelous collection of
Hawaii and has gathered together a mass of new data and here-
tofore unpublished material on the early postal history of the
Hawaiian Post Office Department.

Mr. Henry A. Meyer of Evansville, Ind., has been laboring
for months past compiling a new handbook on Hawaii, utilizing
the best. of what has been published in the past, plus the Harris
material.

If any members of the Group have any covers to  Hawaii used
during the years 1850-1851-1852 and 1853, will they kindly sub-
mit them to me so that I can loan them to Mr. Meyer?

Mr. Henry H. Clifford, who recently joined the Group is in-
terested in ‘“Westerns’’ and also in the early postal markings
of San Francisco. His address is 639 South Spring St., Los
Angeles 14, Cal.

Mr. Oliver H. Wolcott, collects and is a real student of 19th
U. S. Ohio postal markings are of special interest.

Richard McP. Cabeen. ‘‘Sandy’s’ first love is the plating of
the 3¢ 1851 and 1857, but we are all familiar with the excep-
tionally fine work on U. S. Territorials by Chase and Cabeen.
Someday in the not distant future this study will appear in
book form.

Robt. F. Chambers. Whenever I want some real help on
stampless covers I appeal to ‘“Bob,”” and I get the answers I
seek. [ believe that many collectors have the mistaken idea that
all there is to pre-1847 covers are those which have some un-
usual or odd postal marking. Such is surely not the case. The
real student of our early postal history knows his ‘‘rates’’ and
in my opinion, such items are far more interesting than fancy
postmarks.

Maurice C. Blake of Boston is chairman of a committee en-
gaged in compiling a handbook on the postal markings of Bos-
ton. If you have any unusual items T am sure that Mr. Blake
would welcome a loan of same.

Harry A. Dunsmoor of Syracuse, N. Y. is also an authority
on U. 8. stampless covers.

James A. Bull, is especially interested in Westerns—Ocean
Mail and early San Francisco postal markings and of course
we all know that the same class of items appeal to

Edgar B. Jessup.
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IN CONCLUSION

These Bulletins are issued whenever time permits, and the
main object is to keep members of the Group in touch with
the work that we are striving to accomplish.

Your comments on this Bulletin will be welcome.

Respectfully submitted,

STANLEY B. ASHBROOK.
Fort Thomas, Ky.
March 1st, 1946.
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.~ “Pressure Groups’’
. in Philately

By PRESCOTT HOLDEN THORP

Stamp collectors in the United |
States, and, I suspect, elsewhere,
are sharply divided into two dis-
tinect groups. Those who belong
to a philatelic society and those
who prefer to remain “rugged in-
dividualists.” According to the
Census of Philatelists (The Stamp
Specialist, Yellow Book, 1942)
there are some 271,687 adult
stamp collectors in the United
States of which 68,196 belong to
some sort of stamp club. Thus
only one out of every four adult
collectors belong to a stamp club.
(In this survey it should be noted
that the figures mentioned no not
include juniors whose total, ac-
cording to this same survey, runs
into 5,490,000; and admittedly
many thousands of adult collect-
ors have been “overlooked” i. e.
no way of counting them).

The figures “l to 4” are inter-
esting and particularly at this

| time when the nation in all things
seems to be following a definite
pattern of making its wants
known by organized effort. Poli-
tically, and otherwise, we are all
more or less familiar with the
definite trend toward organiza-
tion and the part “pressure
groups” play in moulding the
affairs of the nation to suit the
ideas of those sufficiently inter-
ested to make their wants known. !

To anyone taking the trouble!
to observe this situation it be-|
comes patent that the pattern of
“pressure groups” has its counter-
part in philately. These philatelic
“pressure groups”’ exist as phila-!
telic societies of extremely limited |
membership who have, and are,
making their wishes effective in
moulding the editorial content of
the catalogue and by constant and |
effective contributions to the
philatelic magazines “softening
up” the public’s attitude into a
| receptive mood.

Much of the work these socie-
ties are doing has been con-
structive and of great benefit to
philately as a whole. Certainly
there can be nothing but praise
for the work along these lines
performed by the Bureau Issues
Association, the American Guide
Line society, the International
Postal Stationery society and the
War Cover club, all of whom have
been acknowledged by the editors
of the United States Stamp Cat-
| alogue (Scott). Other organiza-
|tions of this nature that have
made contributions toward the
improvement of the catalogue are
the Postal Marking society, the
United States Envelope society,
and no doubt, there are others,
whose efforts have not been pub-
licly acknowledged.

The interesting feature of this
| co-operation with the catalogue
| publishers is the fact that the
total membership of all of these
societies combined, is but a minor
fraction of the number of adult
collectors in the United States,
or, for that matter, is but a minor |
fraction of the number of collect-
ors who use the catalogue. I sin-
cerely doubt that the total of all
memberships in , the societies
noted would pass the 2000 mark |
and, quite probably, is much less
| than this figure.
| For the most part the efforts
|of these societies have been to
| supply facts about our stamps and
| to make suggestions to the cat- |
| alogue editors which have been |
agreeable to all philatelists. For
Ithis reason their work has re-
ceived, and properly so, the stamp
of approval of everyone.

But one can not overlook that
these societies are definitely in
the minority of stamp collectors
and, in relation to the great num-
ber of adult stamp collectors are
in position to wield authority far
in excess of that which their

small membership would warrant.
They can bring overwhelming

ticular stamp and, conceivably (as
in the case of the Premieres
Gravures) utterly destroy its long
established value. Because of
their small membership the at-
titude of any of these societies|
can, conceivably, be that express- |
ed by a single individual ag_-ll‘
gressive enough to “put across’ his ||
idea. The situation could easily |
develop where a thought com-
pletely foreign to the member-
ship’s ideas on the subject could
be advanced with the backing of
the society’s name. ;

The time worn argument at this
point is that more collectors
should join these societies and
thus create a situation where the

¥

memberships represented a ma-
| jority and not a minority of col-
’lectors. . .
|  This argument is, of course,
| pure sophistry for a greatly en-
|larged membership would merely
lend more authority to those who
wield the power. The member-
ship is seldom consulted before-
hand on the ideas of its leaders.
Prior to the “advent” of phila-
telic societies co-operating with
the catalogue publishers the
“bible of philately” was published
by, and its editorial policies the
ideas expressed by, a single firm.
As the catalogue was a commer-
cial venture its editorial policies
were designed to please the great-
est number of philatelists. To do
otherwise would have been un-
wise. Thus the publishers were
quick to sense the objections of

all philatelists and, whenever|
possible, to amend their succeed-
ing editions to conform to the
wishes of collectors. Criticisms |
which were effective in guiding’
the editors of the catalogue were |
those expressed by letters from|
individuals and articles which ap- |
peared from time to time in the|
philatelic press. While changes
| to suit public opinion were some-
times delayed and, sometimes, it
would seem, grudgingly made,.
never-the-less Mr. Average Col-
lector did have a direct means of !
expressing his desires and a like-!
lihood of having them acted upon. |

But in recent years the statue
of the catalogue publishers
changed. They were no longer
stamp dealers and so, by and
large, lost the intimate contact
that had previously existed be-
tween themselves and the collect-
ing public. In an endeavor to re-
store the comarderie that had
previously existed, perhaps even,

. as a defense upon which to rest,

the catalogue publishers have
leaned more and more upon the
“catalogue committees’ of various
specialized stamp societies. Far|
from restoring the feeling of per-
sonal contact between publisher
and collector, this system has, in
this scribes opinion, merely
widened the gap. The collector
| may still write his letter of com-
plaint (although the opportunity
does not present itself quite so
frequently as when he would ap-
pend a few words when returning
an approval selection) but the
| opinion of the individual thus ex-
pressed will carry little weight
against that of an official “cat-
lalogue committee.” Presently, I
should think, the system will
work out along the lines of “col-
lective bargaining;” to express an
opinion one must belong to an
accredited society. And, perish
the thought, perhaps some plan
of the “check-off” may eventually
develop.

However much collectors may
have railed at the arbitrary policy
of the catalogue as published* by
the old Scott Stamp & Coin Co.,

pressure to bear upon any par- [

the present situation is, I submit,
infinitely more likely to create
dissatisfaction. The long and con-
tinued disregard of the feelings
of the great mass of stamp col-
|lec:j;ors in this country must, in-
ievxtab}y, lead to the publication
’ of a rival catalogue. If and when,
1

such a situation develops the way
of the collector will be ‘made in-
finitely harder. There will be two
| sets of numbers, two methods of
listing, two schools of thought
about every new issue, and the

| constant wrangling caused by this

situation will be bound to dis-
courage new collectors. Every
possible means should be adopted
to avoid such a situation. So to
do would be not only acting in
the best interests of all philately |
but would, also, be a matter of|
sound business policy for the
present publishers.

WESTERN STAMP COLLECTOR,

Wednesday, August,16, 1944,




7 m dents of early |
. Umted States 1ssues, recipient of
t"’ some of the world’s most important
philatelic medals, was dropped from
| the Royal Society because he was no
longer considered an ‘‘amateur’.
- While he has collected all his life
. and has possibly done more in the
. way of philatelic research than any
man living, nevertheless they have
- considered the fact that he has dis-
posed of a few stamps in behalf of
several friends, hence classifies him
as a professional. What we would
like to know—who is an amateur? A
man can make collection after collec-
tion and then sell them direct to a
collector and be considered an “am- |
ateur” but if he breaks the collection
and sells them piece by piece, he is
.| then considered a professional. We
contend that not one collector out of
ten is a real amateur and this applies

— T e e —-———_—v _— i

. to sa t collectors.
i We two collec-
sl

 tors ld a singl

~ stamp except through a professional.
| One of them had a few blocks which{~
~ his best friend wanted at $20,000.5(
Did he sell them direct—mo—he
turned them over to a professional to
~ sell to him and thus handed the deal-t{
~ er a $2,000 commission. This collec-{
~ tor in our mind is a real amateur.d
- How many of them are there? Few,
* | we would say. Apply such a test to
~ the membership of one of our we
| known foreign philatelic associations
who permits amateurs only and we )¢
would say that their membership \\(
. could be counted on your hands.
The Philatelic Foundation recently
~ organized in New York, permit only |l§
 amateurs on their expert committee.
- Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook writing in
his Research Bulletin, from which we
quote by permission, states:
“I have gone into this subject in
- some details because of the rule laid DO
} down by the Phxlatehc Foundation ¥

1y reason,
ape the
ondon?”’




Warren H. Colson
260 Clarendon Street
Boston, 16, Mass.

November 17,1944,

Mr. R. J. "‘ehin.
Edwards,
St. Lawrence County, N. Y,

Dear Mr. Mechin:

At last I am sble to write you concerning that
30¢ '69 cover which you submitted for examination. I would
like to help you out in this matter and have formed a perfectly
clear opinion of it, but if people will do business with the
vendor of this item, they must take the consequences, good or
bad, Personally I have never had a transaction with the party
and cannot imagine any circumstances under which I would have
a transaction with him, and the man who guarantees this thing
has shown such a feeling of animosity toward me that I do not
wish to be involved in any way, shepe or menner with him, so
I am returning your cover to you without expressing any opinion
on it.

I will retein the 3¢ '69 with the Hiogo cancelled
postmark for a little further time, as I want to make more of a
study of this item and I have not had the time yet to do it.
With kind regards, I am

Very sincerely yours,

(Signed) Warren H. Colson

Enc.

Reg.
WHC:E
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Baltimore Provisional
(Continued from Page 380)
ates from another by reason of the length
of the signature and the shape and shad-
ing of the numerals and their relative
position one with the other. Careful re-
search on the part of philatelic students
has identified eleven varieties of the &
cent stamp and three varieties of the 10
cent stamp.

As five cents was the common rate,
there are more stamps of that value in
existence than that of the higher value.
Both are printed on white and bluish
paper and it has been said that the bluish
paper ones were issued first but there is
no definite information to be found. The
5 cent stamp is catalouged at $600.00 and,
when used on cover, $1000.00, while on
bluish paper the same is increased to
$600.00 and $1200.00, respectively. Of
the 10 cent stamp, four copies are known
on white paper and only two on bluish
paper, therefore no one is surprised when
the catalogue value is listed at $7500.00
and $8000.00 and increased to $12,500.00
and $15,000.00, respectively, when used
on cover.

The Baltimore Philatelic Society will
commemorate the centenary of these Bu-
chanan Provisionals by issuing a series of
souvenir labels, designed by Michael Mil-
ler, all of which will show the engraved
portrait of Postmaster James M. Bu-
chanan as he appeared in later years and
which was copied from a photograph
found buried in the basement of the pres-
ent Post Office building and loaned through
the courtesy of Neil Sibley, the present
Postmaster. Contemporary record says
of Mr. Buchanan that he was command-
ing in appearance, much over six feet in
height, and accentuated by his long white
locks which belied the fact that he was
active in politics, a practicing attorney,
Judge of the Circuit Court, former Com-
missioner for the State, and Ambassador
to Denmark for a period of eight years
before, during, and after the Civil War.
He died in 1876 and was buried in Green-
mount Cemetery.

The labels will be issued on white and
bluish paper as were the original Stamps
and besides the portraijt, each will have a
replica of the stamp showing the sig-
nature of the Postmaster in a reduced
size so that no one could ever pass them
as the original stamps. Below the por-
trait is the name of the Postmaster and
the years of his term, and around the
four sides is the legend“In Commemor-
ation Of The Centenary Of The Balti-
more Provisionals—Baltimore Philatelic
Society” and surmounted by the dates
“1846 - 1946”. These beautifully steel-
engraved labels will be on sale from the
Buchanan Centenary Committee, 109
East Redwood Street, Baltimore 2, Mary.
land, at 15c each or two for 25c. A set
of four labels will be in both colors of
paper, will be 40c. Stamp collectors
would find it to a great advantage in de-
corating the first page of their Scott AL
bum which contains the Postmaster Pro-
visionals by showing reduced replicas of
the most valuable of these Provisionals
and the portrait of the Postmaster who
made them so famous.

The Baltimore Philatelic Society will
also celebrate the 100th anniversary by
holding a stamp exhibition at the famous
Peale Museum, for many vears used as
City Hall, located on Holliday Street op-
posite the Municipal Building, during the
period of May 4th through May- 12th.
Both United States and foreign stamps
will be displayed and the United States
Post Office Department will cooperate by
having a special exhibit of stamps. Fortu-
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word, three consecutive insertions of same copy
500 words used at will, $15.00. Cash in advance
lease. References required from new advertisers.
sired. Display lines 30c per line. Minimum 50c.
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DE LUXE APPROVAL Books by coun-
tries. Reasonable. Duplicates bought. P.
H. Leonard, Box 508, Station A, Fort
Wayne 3, Ind. [86

SCARCE GATAMALA Bi-sect pairs Mint,
also packet of 25, bc with approvals;
state size of your collection. Will buy
collections and accumulations. Swedish
Stamps, Lindstrom, Minn. [86

FREE ! ! | Bolivia Ingavi Set! Caymen
Islands Belgium East Africa! Plus Three
different Syria !! All beautiful Mint Pic-
torials!!! Given to approval applicants
enclosing 3c Postage. Tom Bithell And
Company, Price 2, Utah. [87

BRAZIL, 25 Different, only bc with Ap-
proval Selection, Paul Rawden Box 2920,
Westville, New Haven, Conn. [86

FINE APPROVALS at Low Prices. Mint

and used. Foreign only. Hayes Stamp
Service. Marmet, W. Va. [86

PHILIPPINES, Jap Occupation N13, N15,
15¢ to serious approval applicants. Lake
Stamps, 793 E. Cottage Ave. St. Paul 6,
Minn, [88
APPROVALS—General Foreign. Attrac-
tive - Moderately Priced. R. M. Connor,
117 Alexander Ave., White Plains, N.Y.[88
PENNY APPROVALS—MyronHare, Bon-
ne Terre, Missouri. [73

ROOSEVELT MEMORIAL Issueof Greece,
complete set of 3 mint 50c, to approval
applicants sending reference. A. S. Gar-
lock, 1018 N. Rampart, Los Angeles 26,
Calif, [tf

a. [87

spaces
rovals.
orimier
[86

w and
filled.
ference
t., Gen-
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CURACAO #164-169-Complete-Mint only
20¢ to applicants requesting our fineworld-
wide sets on approval. Vail Stampco,
Box 251M, Jamaico, N. Y. [89

25 DIFF, SWEDEN Commems 10¢c with
lots of used commemoratives from Europe
and the Americas on approval. Beard,
Dept. M, 1218 XKinyon, South Bend, In-
diana. [88

U. S. 1932 Bi-Centennials Complete, 10c
with approvals. J. Durlak, 3229 W. Thom-
as St., Chicago 51, Ill. [eow92

POPULAR FOREIGN APPROVALS from
le up, for the general collector. Mrs. T.
L. Tucker, 1422 Bank St., Keokuk, Io\Eva.

89

15 ATTRACTIVE AIRMAILS 10c with
airs on approval (adults only). Cadigan,
Box 6, Bogota, N. J. [89

FIRST DAY COVERS

y for a
vals for
nged by
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[89
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FIRST DAY COVERS on approval. Max
Knapp, Rhinebeck, N. Y. [tf

CACHETED COVERS on approval. M.
Herget; 2644 Bailey; Buffalo; New Yo[rl;
t

FIRST DAY COVER SERVICE, rates bc
over face Yc thru 10c, $2.00 deposit. Liat
3¢ postage. Dr. Nelson, Riverdale, Md. [tf

FREE — FIRST DAY COVER! 3c Hon-
orable Discharge Emblem — May 9th.
Washington cancellation with beautiful
art cachet. A real album piece! No
strings, no obligations. Requests must be
postmarked before midnight, May 1, for
supply will be limited. Send name and
address on postcard to: Comfort Press,
Inec., 200-MS So. Seventh St., St. Louis 2,

Mo.

FIRST DAY COVERS. Send for your free
copy of my latest price list. Sgt. Samuel
Yudkin, 506 Buchonan St., NW., Washing-
ton’ 11, D. C

FIRST DAY COVERS. Cacheted covers
on approval. Harry Siskind, Box 785,
Lynn Mass. [tf

ACCESSORIES

“BLBE” approval cards, 30c per dozen,
$2.00 per hundred; Blue Ribbon or Fold-o
hinges 30c for 2,000, Postpaid. Slosson’s
Shop, 1928 Cedarlake Blvd., Minneapolis,
Minn. [86

GENERAL OFFERS

FINE POSTAGE STAMPS. Entire World
purchased, sold, exchanged. Large stock.
Reasonable prices. Union Stamp, 4223
Dorchester West, Montreal, Canada. [tf
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Centenary of Baltimore Provisional

BY MICHAEL MILLER

Antedz.ng the celebration of the cen-
tenary of the two stamps issued by the
United States Post Office Department,
the Baltvmore Philatelic Society, on a
much smaller scale, will celebrate the
centenary of the issuance of two provi-
sional stamps by a former Postmaster of
Baltimore. Philatelists will no doubt
recognize that these two stamps are the
well-known and rare Baltimore Provis-
ionals, often known as the Buchanan Pro-
visionals. They are so pamed by reason
of the fact that these merely show the
cignature of James M. Buchanan with
appropriate value on a simple oblong
label, either on white or bluish paper.

James M. Buchanan, lawyer of consid-
derable standing in the communisy and
prominent in politics, was appointed Post-
master by President James K. Polk in
1845 and held office for a period of four
years. He was the grandson of Dr.
George Buchanan, who, together with
others, purchased the land which formed
the site of the original Baltimore Town.
Philatelists will recall another member
of his family, Admiral Franklin Buchan-
an, who received philatelic prominence
when the stamp to honor the Navy in the
series of stamps for the armed services
was isued in Annapolis coincident with
the 100 Anniversary of the founding of
the Naval Academy. Admiral Buchanan
was its first superintendent and, what
seemed to be of even greater interest to
Marylanders, received the highest office in
the Confederate Navy.

The Postmaster was born on the family
estate near Govanstown in Baltimore
County (now part of the city) in 1803,
and was educated in the Baltimore Col-
lege and St. Mary’s College in Baltimore
City. Before he was of age he was al-
ready elected to the Maryland House of
Delegates, reaching his majority at its
convening, and subsequently became ac-
tive in politics while practicing law. He
was a member of the State Constitution
Committee which formulated the Con-
stitution of 1851 whereby Baltimore City
was separated from Baltimore County, a

rather unique distinction and only shared .

by the City of St. Louis. Active in the
presidential election of James K. Polk, he
was appointed Postmaster in 1845.

In examining the 1845 directory, we
find that Mr. Buchanan is listed as an
attorney with offices at 19 North Street
(now known as Guilford Avenue) and his
home at No. 1 Lexington Street around
the corner. The post office was located in
a small building at the northeast corner
of North and Fayette Streets which forms
part of the site of the present City Hall,
so that his home and his office were within
a short distance of the post office.

The directory also lists the rate of pos-
tage at that time was predicated on dis-
tance zones like our parcel post rates.
The letter postage under thirty miles was
6c, over thirty miles and under eighty
miles, 10c, over eighty miles and under
one hundred and fifty, 12-1;, over one
hundred and fifty miles and under four

. MEKEEL'S WEEKLY

hundred miles, 183/c, and over four
hundred miles, 25c. 4If a letter consisted
of two pieces of paper, it was dougle rate,
three pieces, treble rate, and so on. How-
ever, these rates were changed a few
months after Mr. Buchanan took office
by the Postal Reform Act of 1845 which
reduced the rates of letters to 5c for all
distances under three hundred miles and
to 10c for all distances beyond three hun-
dred miles.

In 1840 England had started the system
of issuing a little label to indicate that
the letter was prepaid and was to carried
by the Royal Post to its distination. The
idea was slow in being adopted by our
Post Office Department, but many of the
Postmasters in the larger cities thought
that such postage stamps would enable
them to have a better accounting of their
postal receipts and would be of consider-
able accomodation to their patrons in the
event the post office was closed when a
letter had to be mailed.

The New York Postmaster issued such
a provisional stamp in 1842 and he was
soon followed by the Postmasters of the
other larger cities. Mr. Buchanan adopted
this jdea in 1846 and he issued two oblong
labels, both having his signature but with
the respective values of 5 cents and 10
cents. These stamps, frequently called
Buchanan Provisionals, were first brought
to the attention of stamp collectors about
1875 and since then have become the rar-
est group of all United States postage
stamps.

They were evidently produced by the
copper plate method but no one has been
able to ascertain the size of either the 5-
cent or the 10-cent plates. The surface
of the plates was divided by thin, verti-
cal and horizontal lines into rectangles to
make it easier to cut the sheet of stamps
up for use, consequently few stamps are
found with all four lines. These labels
are approximately two inches long by
five-eighth of an inch high. As all stamps
are hand-engraved, each stamp differenti-

(Continued on Page 395)
YOUR STAMP SERVICE

MINT ONLY
Belgium, B319-327 (9) ........ 5
B360-67 (8) 2.00; B368-9 (2) 3.50
French Col. Secours National,
1941 issue, Niger, Guinea, Da-

homey, Sudan, Mauritania,

Senegal, Togo, Ivory Coast,

one set only (32) ........... 98.00
New Caledonia, C1-6 (6) ...... 4.80
New Caledonia, Free French 217-

51, one set only (356) ........ 36.50
Norway, 177-180, Haakon (4) .. 3.%5

¥'r. Col., 8 prov. each from Somali
Coast, New Caledonia, Oceania,
Wallis & Futuna (32)

Russia, Participation of Rear (4) 0
Mother Medals (3) 1.95; En-

Artillery (2) .30; Academy (2) .75
Mechnikow (2) .45; Election(3) 45
Lenin Birthday Comm. (5) .. 1.95
Mail Orders Only
Postage extra for orders under $1.00.
YOUR STAMP SERVICE
2540 Hudson Blvd., Jersey City 4, N.J.

April 29, 1946



oreign New Issues

J. Avery Werws, Editor— Box 80, Jackson Heights, New York.

Istria—~Postage & Postage Dues—
The rocky peninsula between Trieste
and Fiume which was a part of Italy
after World War I but which Yugo-
slavia always wished to claim and
over which the Tito forces are now
violently disputing ownership, has
been given a set of stamps by the
Tito Government. These would ap-
pear to be of a propaganda nature.
Whether they will ever be deemed
official or not, remains to be seen.
There are ten very attractive Postage
values. Upon the 25c olive green
is a large bunch of grapes. Upon
the 50c¢ red brown a mule’s head
against a shore background. The
1L red shows the wreckage of a
building, upon the 2L dark green is
the tip of the promentary. A spray
of olives is upon the 150L olive
green. On the 4L light blue are
coastal buildings and a boat on the
Adriatic. The 5L slate shows a vil-
lage home. Plowing with oxen is sub-
ject of the 10d brown. On the 20L
dull purple are swimming fish, and
on the 30L red violet is a large
bridge.

The five Postage Dues values are
Overprints on the first two Postage
values with the inscription “Porto”

and the new value in large figures.

They are 1L on 25¢, 4L on 50c, 8L

on 50¢, 10L on 50¢, 20L on 50c.
—Colonial Stamp Co.

Colombia—Commemorative Post-
age—A series of nine bicolored por-
trait stamps honor the 150th Anniver-
sary of General Sucre. The stamps
engraved by the American Bank Note
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Company, remind one of the 1945
Venezula Postage series which also
honor General Sucre. The Venezula
portrait and the inscription are ident-
ical with this new series. However,
unnecessary ornamentation has been

remove
and be
of the s
the oth
tion tr:
sary of
Jose I
Ayacue
Ayacue
the Re
severeig
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is 1c bi
carmine
9c¢ dark
marine |
80c red
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Below will be found a listing of what we can at

MINT CANADIAN PLAT%

number blocks. As these blocks come in varying si
logue number, the number of stamps in the block.
stock on most of these numbers is quite limited.

Cat. Size Price | Cat. Size Pri Cat.
45 2D .60 [ 146 5 00 (6; .26 | 196
QL s (805 L1000 R4 600 = T8 (8 L5 | 197
L (6) -30.00 1147 ... (6) 1.50 | 197x
66 (RS RLT O A BEE Set iy, (6) 2.00 | 198
[ (83 A6 A0S (8} .60 | 199
(i} R (4) - 0601 1500 Lo, (8 .40 | 200
BEEL Bt (89 100 | - Lodrs it (8) 2.00 | 201
ANE T (8)'~ b0y 16255 5 L (8 .85 | 202
ORI (YA 00T b3 SE ik (8 .75 | 203
VA (BYRL2:508 | 166N ol (6) 1.00 | 204
L e olise (8) 8.00 | 156 ..... (6) 1.25 | 208
90a <(6) 2.00° | sd67 i (6) 2.25 | 209
965 =T (€ DA () 8 S e R (4) 9.50 | 210
OB RET (@) el 60 SEEI TS 5 (6) 45.00 | 211

104 .o (4 5 A0 SIS L 620 2t (4) .20 | 212

105 .(8) .50 | 163b . (4; .24 | 213

106 B ey T 8 ) R (4 .25 | 214

iy SRS (8 S AO T OE L LN (4) .20 | 215

Ak e (8) .60 1l 165 ..o (4) .20 | 216

FI e (8) .75 | 165a .(4) .25 | 216

LLONET o (4) 0 STORIETR6. 5 v e (4) .20 | 217

L X a5 (4; 2.560 | 166a .§4) .65 | 218

L3R te ARG o e R 4) .30 | 219

112a (8 100 | 168 . (4; .46 | 219

4t (4 LU e (4 .65 | 220

136 S5y (8) 2.00 | 169x .(4) .50 | 221

sl (8) 12,26 || T70. ..o . (4 40 | 222

8l L (Y L) (R0 o IR (4 .80 | 223

sl b CAY 00012 il (4 .60 | 224

12T (8) 12.00 | 178 ..... (4 .75 | 225

136« < (4): 8:26 || 104 e (4 .90 | 226

1B (8) 14.00 (4) 1.35 | 227

138 ot (8) 3.50 .(4% 25.00 | 231

398 = e (8) 9.50 .(4) 12.50 | 232

40T (6) 38.00 ..(4) .70 | 233

AL S T (8) 4.00 (4) .25 | 234

115 e (8) .50 ..(4) .50 | 235

T3 (6) .40 (4) .26 | 236

Al e S (Gg .80 (4) .70 | 237

T LA S (8 .75 (4) .80 | 241

..... (4) | 20

on o
A copy of our United States and B. N. A. price

postage.

STANLEY GIBBONS, Inc. 38M Park Row,
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A Factual Study OF The U. 8. 1861 Premiere Gravares

During recent years the 1861 “First
Designs” of the U. S., earlier listed as
“First Issue” and still earlier as
“August 1861,” have had a large share
of attention by several able and well-
known students of early U. S. stamps.
Much that was not previously known
about them has come to light; their
actual nature is now pretty well under-
stood. In the clash of opinions and
claims, and with the effort of each
writer to uphold his own explanations
against all comers, the known facts
of the matter and the gaps in our
knowledge are nowhere assembled in
one place so that we who like early
U. S. stamps but are not specializing
students of them, may know where we
stand. This article attempts to gather
the information and, as far as practi-
cable, to estimate its value and its
bearing.

There have been several different
terms used for the 1861 Premieres.
The accuracy of these various terms
must necessarily be evaluated, as part
of the factual treatment.

The 1861 Premieres as a group were
unknown to the stamp world previous
to 1896. Copies of the 1861 issue,
unused, differing noticeably from the
stamps as regularly issued, appear to
have been known for at least the 3
cent, 5 cent and 12 cent values, prior
to this time. As far back as 1865, the
Kline Manual, one of America’s earli-
est books on philately, had illustrated
the 3-cent Premiere, whose main char-
acteristic is lack of corner ornaments
squaring out the design. In 1895 and
1896, there came into stamp people’s
hands quite a number of items of
various sorts, unusual and “different”
pieces, of U. S. issues prior to 1894.

The source of this material, and the
method by which it came into phila-
telic hands, has never been explicitly
stated. The name of Harry Joseph
Mandel (pronounced Man-dell’), who
was a technician with the American
Bank Note Co. up to his early and la-
mented death in 1902, and who was a
personal friend of my father, has
frequently been mentioned in this con-
nection. That some of the material
was discards from the culling of the
files of the American Bank Note Co.
and its precursor companies, and was
given to Mr. Mandel without any re-
strictions, when the files were culled
and consolidated after 1894, seems
reasonably sure. Mr. Mandel was also
a good personal friend of the late and
great John N. Luff, and presumably
supplied him with much of this ma-
terial. e

The “different” material included
finished “stamps,” in singles, blocks
and sheets, of the issued designs and
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By STEPHEN 6. RICH

similar designs, from at least the 1851-
57-60 issues onwards. Much of it was
evidently from trial runs, in issued
colors or quite often in other colors.
The firms of Toppan, Carpenter
Casilear & Co., National Bank Note
Co., and Continental Bank Note Co.,
which had made various U. S. issues
prior to 1879, had all been consolidated
into the American Bank Note Co. at
various periods up to the end of 1878;
hence the presence of material of these
diverse origins.

The Premieres of 1861 were first an-
nounced to the stamp world in a paper
read by John N. Luff before the Na-
tional Philatelical Society of New
York, later merged into The Collectors
Club, on May 26, 1896. This paper
was published in the American Journal
of Philately of June, 1896, and has
been reprinted in exact photographic
replica in the American Philatelist of
December, 1943.

Mr. Luff, studying 1861 issue ma-
terial, discovered that the 1-cent, 10-
cent and 90-cent stamps also showed
slight differences between mint copies
evidently of very early printing, and
the regular run of used and unused

copies. He further identified as of
this early printing certain color vari-
eties of the 30c and of the 24c stamps.
On the basis of the then known as
officially announced date of issue of
the 1861 stamps, August 14, 1861, he
made the not unreasonable inference
that all the early copies with differ-
ences of design or color or both, were
the material first issued, and accord-
ingly named the entire series the
“August 1861 issue.” On the basis
of the earliest cover he had been able
to see, he likewise placed the date of
the regular issue as “September 1861.”

Mr. Luff mentions specifically that
the 10-cent Premiere is well known in
used state, and that he had a used
24-cent Premiere. He further stated
that the 5-cent and 12-cent Premieres,
used, were reported to him by reliable
collectors. On this basis, to call the
group as a whole an issue of stamps
was not unreasonable; nor was the
August dating other than a very rea-
sonable hypothesis, on the basis of
Sept. 20, 1861, as date of the earliest
cover of the regular series then known
to him.

The Scott catalogue for 1897, issued
around Nov. 1, 1896, listed the “two

“BASIC TRAINING"

The type of the Premiere Gravure or “August - 1861” is illustrated by the

top design in each pair of drawings.

The lower design shows the type of the
regularly issued set or “September” issue.

Washington




issues” for the first time in any cata-
logue. They are called “1861 August”
and “1861 September” therein. This
listing continued unchanged through
the 1900 Edition. With that edition
it ends, replaced in the 1901 Edition by
“1861 First Issue” and “1861 Second
Issue.” This manner of listing was
continued by Scott through their 1941
Edition catalogue, although it was
changed in their United States Cata-
logue from 1937 onwards. Various
changes of names have been made, but
the 1944 catalogues of Scott both give
the Premieres as “First Designs,” with
the regular issue as “Second Designs”
in the general catalogue and “Regu-
lar Issue” in the U. S. Catalogue.

The British catalogue of Gibbons
uses the terms ‘“August 18617 and
“September 1861" right along; these
are found in the 1908, 1934, 1936 and
1940 editions. Yvert's catalogue in
French calls the Premieres ‘“Aout
1861 (Premiere Tirag)” and the regu-
lar issue just “1861” in both the 1925
and 1938 editions. Senf's 1927 cata-
logue merely speaks of “zwei Platten,”
illustrating the features of each set,
but not listing them separately.

Mr. Luff, in his book, “The Postage
Stamps of the United States,” pub-
lished in 1902, very definitely corrects
his previous statements. He says
(page 86, 1902 printing; GoOSSIP,
Feb. 21, 1942, page 630):

“When it was first discovered that
the issue was composed of two series,
it was believed that the stamps of the
second types were not ready for use
until September, 1861, and the two
series were designated as the August
and September issues respectively.
But from the information supplied
by the cancellations we perceive that
these titles are incorrect and must be
abondoned.”

He cites the 3-cent regular issue
used with an August 18, 1861, cancel-
lation. He further lists the two
groups as “First Types” and ‘““‘Second
Types” and consistently uses these
terms, thus abandoning the idea of
“two issues.”

Such was the posture of affairs
until the 1930’s. Study of covers, of
documentary evidence, etec., started
several able students of U. S. early
issues to doubting whether the 1861
Premieres ever had been issued at all.
The various philatelists involved seem
to have worked independently of each
other, and up to at least 1939, appar-
ently entirely without any one of them
knowing that the others were working
on the problem.

The first published doubts of the
accuracy of the older statements were
published in January and July 1929, in
Nos. 37 and 38 of “Pat Paragraphs,”
Elliott Perry’s occasional publication
on “United States Phil#telic Re-
search.” Mr. Perry had, in the previ-
ous two years, presented before sev-
eral stamp clubs exhibit material and
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discussion, which showed that in his
judgment the 1861 Premieres were
probably not an actual postal issue at
all except for the 10-cent; and that
the 10-cent Premiere did not go into
use until after the 10-cent regular
issue.

The next contribution to our under-
standing of the 1861 Premieres was
made by Clarence W. Brazer in his
series on the stamp engravers, the
Bank Note companies, etec., in the
Collectors Club Philatelist. Mr.
Brazer’s main contributions are in the
July, 1941 number, in which he gives
us verbatim the actual contract be-
tween the National Bank Note Co.
and the U. S. Post Office Dept. for
the 1861 issue. The significance of
this had not been taken fully into
account hitherto.

The 1861 contract cuts away at one
stroke two non-factual assumptions
which have beclouded our understand-
ing of the Premieres.

One of these assumptions is that
“the first designs did not give satisfac-
tion and improvements were ordered.”
Under this contract, 10-cent stamps
were printed from the Premiere plate.
The other assumption is that the dies
or plates or both, for the regular
issue, were “produced under govern-
ment supervision.” The only govern-
ment officer or agent named was the
one at the stamp factory whose work
was to receive, check in and ship out
to the post offices the finished stamps.

The 1861 Premieres became a more
general subject of stamp collectors’
current interest with the publication
of an article on them by Stanley B.
Ashbrook in the Stamp Specialist, Yel-
low Book, in January, 1942. In the
main, Mr. Ashbrook presented inde-
pendent evidence which points to the
same conclusions that Mr. Perry had
published three years earlier. The net
result of the two groups of evdience is:

1. Except for the 10-cent stamp, and
perhaps a few copies of the 24-cent
stamp, none of the Premieres ever
did postal duty.

2. Except for the 10-cent stamp, we
have not the slightest evidence that
any of the Premieres were issued.

3. The 10-cent stamp from the Pre-
miere plate was made and used
after the first supply from the
regular issue plate had gone into
use, and probably as late as Octo-
ber, 1861.

Mr. Ashbrook’s article has failed to
produce its expected effect, for sev-
eral reasons. Not the least of these is
the eriticism of John N. Luff and his
very legitimate inferences from in-
formation available in 1896 to 1902,
throughout the article. Another cause
is the introduction of a new classifica-
tion of printed material in stamp form,
which does not agree with the usual
basis of classification. Mr. Ashbrook
avoids the term “Essay” and substi-

tutes for it “Sample Labels” and
“Trial Color Printings.” The latter
he separates from his ‘“labels” al-
though the two served exactly the
same purposes. Both were pre-issue
printings, never issued; both were
from the plates as originally made,
from the dies in their original form.
The fact that no changes were made
on the 30-cent die and the “Premiere”
plate was used for the regular print-
ing, does not alter the situation. On
the 24-cent, there were very minor
changes made on the dies, and the
plate was re-entered with the transfer
roller made from the die with almost
invisible changes, before the regular
issue was printed. Brazer’s article on
the 24-cent stamps, in the Collectors
Club Philatelist of July, 1941 was ap-
parently not noticed; thus previous
confusion was continued.

In the current and accepted use of
words among stamp people, the Pre-
mieres are, except for the 10-cent
value, strictly essays. The few known
canceled copies of the 24-cent Pre-
miere are now known to be copies ex-
perimentally canceled, to try out the
effect when ordinary canceling ink
was used on this color stamp.

The chaotic order of treatment of
topies, the lack of clarity in presenta-
tion, and the difficult, diffuse style,
have been important factors in reduc-
ing the effect of Mr. Ashbrook’s
article. This is much to be regretted,
since its real contributions are many.

The present author, who is not a
specialist in this issue and owns no
Premieres except two used copies of
the 10-cent, came into the discussion
in the Collectors Club Philatelist of
April, 1943, with an article on the Pre-
mieres entitled “U. S. 1861: The
‘Shakedown’ Printings.” In that article
the main factual points brought in are:

1. The Premieres, as far as we can
tell, were not submitted in sheets
to the Post Office Dept. before or
when the contract was awarded.

2. Slight evidence shows the likeli-
hood that long after the contract
had been awarded and closed, full
sheets of the Premieres were sup-
plied to the Post Office Dept.; and
very likely single copies in sets
were sent to various foreign postal
administrations shortly before the
actual issuance of the 1861 stamps.

3. Most of our copies of 1861 Pre-
mieres, except the 10-cent value
(which was used as a stamp) have
come from abroad.

The present author has further
elaborated the situation on the Pre-
mieres in the Collectors Club Philate-
list, October, 1943, in a short article,
“More Light on 1861 Shakedown
Printings.” This article contributes
little new factual matter, but deals
with possibilities and explanations.
Its chief relevance here is that.in my
opinion there continues to be an entire
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lack of factual basis for Mr. Ash-
" brook’s statements that sheets of the
Premieres were submitted at any time,
} and for h&s claim that some of the
Premieres were “made under govern-
ment supervision.”

Mr. Perry contributes more discus-
sion, in Pat Paragraphs of April,
1943; but, valuable as it is, its bearing
on the matters in this present article
is very little.

Beginning with the November, 1943
number of the American Philatelist,
Mr. Ashbrook has a serial continuing
to May, 1944, on the U. S. 1861 Pre-
mieres and the 1869 issue. The 1861
Premieres are discussed in the Novem-
ber and December numbers only.
What is there said adds nothing to
what is given in the Yellow Book
article of 1942, beyond citing one
mention of the 10¢ Premiere as a dis-
covery announced in the Metropolitan
Philatelist of September, 1895, by John
W. Scott.

This article in the December install-
ment, suggests a comparison between
the 1861 Premieres and the well-known
1869 Issue essays which come in full
finished sheets. The parallelism, how-
ever, vanishes as the story of the 1869
essays develops in the next three in-
stallments. We utterly lack any facts
thus far published, to justify any
carrying back onto the 1861 Premieres
the happenings and procedures of
1868.

In this article are repeated, without
a word of evidence to substantiate
them, the assumptions as to the 1861
Premieres. We are again told that the
Premieres were submitted to the Post
Office Dept. or its committee of
“artists and experts” while the bids
were being considered; further, that
the changes were ordered by the Post-
master General. While a very ingen-
ious reagon is given for such ordering
of changes, we still lack even a bit of
factual evidence that any such order
was made. Further is repeated, with-
out an iota of factual evidence, the
assumption as to dies or plates “pre-
pared under official supervision” and
this as a basis for an ingenious ex-
planation of one change.

Evidently prodded by the comments
of various collectors who had written
him, and perhaps by the comments
in my own and other columns in vari-
ous stamp journals, Mr. Ashbrook de-
votes most of a page to the defense
of his term “sample label,” in the
January number. This is not a matter
that ought to be of any great im-
portance; for the use of a term will
not change that which it describes.
Of course, he is “privileged,” as he
puts it, to use any term he wishes;
but the plain fact is that the term
“Essay” is in general use and, most
important, understood by collectors.
It is also a fact that by use of strange
terms we are apt to fail to get the real
import of discoveries of fact and estab-
lishment of relationships, that would
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be of real aid to all stamp collectors.

In Mr. Ashbrook’s article, January
installment, he cites his dictionary’s
definition of “Essay” in support of his
stand. This definition is that in the
“Webster’s Universal Unabridged Dic-
tionary,” a 2-volume publication of
1936, from the World-Syndicate Pub-
lishing Co. of Cleveland, Ohio. This
dictionary is a slightly revamped
version of the pre-1890 genuine Web-
ster Unabridged dictionary, on which
the copyright had long since expired;
vocabulary 110,000 words.

But the genuine unabridged Web-
ster, the “Webster’s New International
Dictionary,” 1930 copyright, published
by Merriam’s of Springfield, Mass.,
listing and defining some 400,000
words, gives different and further
definitions of the term essay. Under
that word, definition No. 4 is: “A trial
specimen; a sample, draft, specimen
copy, design or the like; a pattern, as
of a stamp or coin.”

It is most unfortunate that the
justification for the use of the term
“sample label” should be hung on the
use of an obsolete dictionary and one
that is in no sense authoritative.

The material presented in this
article should enable the reader to
understand the 1861 Premieres on the
basis of what we actually know about
them. The present author, like others,
has suggested numerous possible ex-
planations for the facts. Like the
explanations of Ashbrook and Perry
and Brazer, these must await more
facts before they can be thrown out
as “absurd” or found valid. Who will
dig out the facts and publish them?

* *

BOOK REVIEW

THE UNITED STATES ISSUE
OF 1869—Preceded by Some Addi-
tional Notes on “The Premieres Grav-
ures of 1861” by Stanley B. Ashbrook,
published by the author. ($2.00, de-
luxe edition—$3.50.)

This excellent research work on
early United States stamps is a wel-
come addition to the library of every
U. S. specialist. Mr. Ashbrook takes
up the controversial question of the
Premieres Gravures, and though, as
noted in an article in this issue of
GossIP, one can question certain of his
conclusions, the opinions of one of the
leading living experts on U. S. stamps
are certainly to be given serious con-
sideration. The section on the 1869 is-
sues proper are a notable addition to
the sum total of our knowledge of this
issue, which has attracted the spe-
cialist and general collector alike for
SO many years.

A great deal of illustrative material
showing the origins of many of the
1869 designs is here gathered together
in one book.

PHILEPISTLES . . .

(Letters to the Editor will be wel-
comed for this column. To be pub-
lished, letters must be on a philatelic
subject and signed by the writer. If
you wish, however, your name will not
be used.)

Dear Sir:

For years beyond recall I have
basked in the shadow of philatelic ob-
scurity, content to wander down the
corridor of time with a few stamp
collecting friends, the acquaintance of
a few stamp dealers and gleaning all
my knowledge of the great world be-
yond my horizon from stamp periodi-
cals and reading with bulging eyes
of the great stamp dealers of Nassau
Street and other fabulous places.

Finally I decided to join one of the
large philatelic societies, which after
an exhaustive examination of my past,
present and future, credit standing,
bank references, dealers’ reactions,
ete., finally admitted me to member-
ship, and my name, address and phila-
telic desires and inclinations were pub-
lished for all to read.

Nothing happened for a week or so
and then as I arrived home one eve-
ning, my wife met me in the hall of
our apartment, the rest of the house
being full of catalogs, catalogues, cir-
culars, post cards, letters, first, sec-
ond and third class and diverse and
sundry mail matter. I awoke after a
Rip Van Winkle sleep of years to find
myself “famous” over night and my
name a by-word among those who have
stamps to sell, those who think they
have and those who have not, the wife
however calling me something that
sounds like sucker.

Day after day they continue to pour
in and they are still going strong,
auction catalogs with sales dates from
a month ahead to two weeks ago, but
what can a poor guy do? Like Caesar
I have crossed the Rubicon and guess
I will have to take them and like it.
Penny approvals are scattered among
the lot and if they are a sample of what
you have to make cash deposits or give
references for, I want my money (and
references) back.

Some fun, hermits, so if you want
to get on the “Gravy Train” send me
your name and address and I will rec-
ommend you for a membership, with
the hope that they send the last copy
to you and make one less for me to
handle.

Sincerely,
R. C. JONES
Oakland, California.

* *

If you have a hunch that a stamp
has been repaired, put it in your
watermark detector. Repairs will
show up more clearly in the fluid. Of
course, “black light” tests are the best.
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(entenary Of Baltimore Provisional
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YOL. XIX NO. 5

Baltimore Philafelic Society (elebrates
(entenary Of Buchanan Stamps With Show
i}And Engraved Souvenirs Of Both Stamps

Antedating the celebration of the centenary of the two stamps
issued by the United States Post Office Department, the Baltimore
Philatelic Society, on a much smaller scale, will celebrate the cen-
tenary of the issuance of two provisional stamps by a former Post-
master of Baltimore Philatelists will no doubt recognize that these
two stamps . the well-known and rare Baltimore Provisionals,
often known as the Buchanan Provisionals. They are so named
by reason of the fact that these stamps merely show the signature of
i James M. Buchanan with appropriate value on a simple oblong label,

- on white or blui paper.
Buchanan, lawyer
able standing in the
7 and prom 1 p(l“—
1 appointed Postmaster by
President James K. Polk in 1845
held office for ¢ iod of
He w grandson
George Buchanan, ho, to=
er with others, purchased the
1d which formed the site of the
Baltimore Town. Phila=
ill also recall another
of his famil Admiral
nklin Buchanan, who received
lic prominence he
to honor the
. stamps for
S was issued in Ann
coincident with the 100th
y of the founding of
al Academy. Admiral Bu-
chanan was its fi superinter
dent and, it seemed to be of
‘ t to Ma
: avea the highest of-
in the Confederate Navy.
The Postmaster w born on
family estate near Govans-
in Baltimore County (now
bart of the city) in 1803, and was
rducated in the Baltimore College
s College in Baltli-
efore he was of age
elected to the
House of Delegates,
*hing his majority at its con-
vening, and subsequently became

(Continued on Page 7)
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PROGRESSIVE STAMP EXCHANGE

33 Brookwood St., East Orange, N. J.

“BLUE CHIPS”

Mint and Very Fine
FARLEYS

Byrd, M.D.

XS 50
Chic., Byrd, 1-3
D. Air 5
Position Blocks Available,
Orders Over $2.00 Postpaid,

FORSYTH’S

Clarksville Tennessee.

FINE COLLECTION
BRITISH COLONIES

(or Individual Countries)

WANTED
Will pay 40-50% Scott’s.

UNION STAMP CO.

240 Broadway New York 7, N. XY,

KILLER 9 sc
HEYDRICH
(Bohemia & Moravia No. B20)

With each order | will send on
approval, an attractive selection
of new and cent issues. Here
4is your opportunity to buy this
stamp at a low price. Don’t wait.

LIMITED SUPPLY - ORDER NOW
ARTHUR F. BEDFORD

Hillsdale 5, New Jersey

SPECIAL “FEELERS”
ALL SETS
MINT-COMPLETE
BELGIU M-#B305-14, St.

Martin (10)....$1.18
FRANCE-#B161-66, Fam-
ous Men XVI Cent. (6)..1.17
NORWAY - Frontfighter

Semi-Post (1).....19

Postage Extra on

Orders Under $1.00
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DON H. BERGER
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Weekly were preparing an article | 1
about the stan dealing activities |
of Don H. Berg
gan, word comes of succ R
death. Pl

This news will be a shoc 1C
al
h
of
aj

fq

there
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wWe have known in 0 33 years O
Public Stamp Auections. Advances
given when desi Free Insurance,
Settlements made in 15 to 30 days.
Expert Cataloging. Several Thousand
Catalogs Mailed h Sale. Large
Room Attendance ( sually 0 to 5
Persons per Session.) Pleased Sellers.
WRITE BEFORE YOU SEND,

Ohiman Galleries =7
116L. NASSAU ST. NEW YORK 7
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BALTIMORE SOCIETY
CELEBRATES-BUCHANAN

(Continued from Page 1)

active in politics while practicing
law. He was a member of the
State Constitutional Committee
which formulated the Constitution
of 1851 whereby Baltimore City
was separated from Baltimore
County, a rather unique distine-
tion and only shared by the City
of St. Louis: Active in the presi-
dential election of James K. Polk,
he was appointed Postmaster in
1845.

In examining the 1845 direct-
ory, we find that Mr. Buchanan
is listed as an attorney with offi-
ces at 19 North Street (mow
known as Guilford Avenue) and
his home at No. 1 Lexington
Street around the corner. The
post office was located in a small
building at the northeast corner
of North and Fayette Streets
which forms part of the site of
the present City Hall, so that his
home and his office were within
a short distance of the post office.

The directory also lists the rate
of postage at that time was pre-
dicated on distance zones like our
parcel post rates. The letter pos-
tage under thirty miles was 6e,
over thirty miles and under eighty
miles, 10c, over eighty miles and
under one hundred and fifty,
121%c, over one hundred and
fifty and under four hundred
miles, 183%4¢, and over four hun-
dred miles, 25¢c. If a letter con-
sisted of two pieces of paper, it
was double rate, three pieces,
treble rate, and so on. However,
those rates were changed a few
months after Mr. Buchanan took
office by the Postal Reform Act
of 1845 which reduced the rates
of letters to 5¢ for all distances
under three hundred miles and to
10c for all distances beyond three
hundred miles.

In 1840 England had started
the system of issuing a little
label to indicate that the Iletter
was prepaid and was to be car-
ried by the Royal Post to its desti-
nation. The idea was slow in
being adopted by our Post Office
Department, but many of the
Postmasters in the larger cities
thought that such postage stamps
would enable them to have a
better accounting of their postal
receipts and would be of con-
siderable accomodation to their
patrons in the event the post
office was closed when a letter
had to be mailed.

The New York Postmaster issu-
ed such provisional stamp in 1842
and he was soon followed by the
Postmasters of the  other larger
cities. Mr. Buchanan adopted
this idea in 1846 and he issued
two oblong lables, both having
his signature but with the re-

ICELAND
B-6, Souvenir sheet of Erickson
Day, extremely beautiful item $ .65
Bl-4, Semi-postals printed in

pastel shades -k~ Y - g5
Are you on our mailing list?
Approvals — References appreciated.

IRVIN C. BATSON

3125 Normount Ave., Baltimore 16, md.

New INDIA
VICTORY

4 Values Complete. Large, hand-
some Commemoratives to celebrate
victory of World War II.

6oc SET OF 4

POST PAID

Aiso Approvals of U.S., Foreign
and Airmails on request.

JOSEPH SCHEIER

James M. Buchanan

1848-1948
THE CENTENARY OF THE

IN COMMEMORATION OF

SIVNOISIAOHE IJHOonILVvE

JAMES M. BUCHANAN
POSTMASTER 18451849

BALTIMORE PHILATELIC SOCIETY

./,(t/’ha ﬁz 3««/@;@
10 Cents.

Creator of the unique Baltimore
Provisional stamps, which bear
only his signature and figures and
words indicating postage value,
two of the most rare United States
Provisional stamps.

group of all United States postage
stamps.

They were evidently produced
by the copper plate method but
no one has been able to ascertain
the size of either the 5-cent or
the 10-cent plates. The surface
of the plates was divided by thin,
vertical and horizontal lines into
rectangles to make it easier to

use, consequently few stamps are
found with all four lines. These
lables are approximately two
inches long by five-eighth of an
inch high. As all the stamps are
hand-engraved, each stamp dif-
ferentiates from another by rea-
son of the length of the signature
and the shape and shading of the
numerals and their relative po-
sition one with the other. Careful
research on-the part of philatelic
students has identified eleven
varieties of the 5 cent stamp and
three varieties of the 10 cent
stamp.

As five cents was the common
rate, there are more stamps of
that value in existence than that
of the higher value. Both are
printed on white and bluish paper
and it has been said that the blu-
ish paper ones were issued first
but there is no definite informa-
tion to be found. The 5 cent
stamp is catalogued at $600.00
and, when used on cover, $1000.00,
while. on bluish paper the same
is catalogued at $600.00 and
$1200.00, respectively. Of the 10
cent stamp, four copies are known
on white paper and only two on
bluish paper, therefore no one is
surprised when the  catalogue
value is listed at $7500.00 and
$8000.00 and increased to
$12,500.00 and $15,000.00, respect-
ively, when used on cover.

The Baltimore Philatelic
Society will commemorate the
centenary of these Buchanan Pro-
visionals by issuing a series of
souvenir labels designed by
Michael Miller, all of which will
show the engraved portrait of
Postmaster James M. Buchanan as
he appeared in later years and
which was copied from a photo-

MYSTERY PACKET!
Now for the first time you can get our
world famous Mystery Packet that we
enclose in our special U.S. mixture—
the price is only $1.00, and if you don't
get two of the jest album pages in
your collection out of this material,
send it back for a full refund. You
won't sleep well ntil you order it!
Only $1. postpaid

GEO. W. WENTZ, JR.
417 N. CW&LAMarcos, Texas

cut the sheet of stamps up for|

spective values of 5 cents and 10
cents. These stamps, frequently
called Buchanan Provisionals
were first brought to the attention

since then have become the rarest
graph found buried in the. base-
ment of the present Post Office
building and loaned through the
courtesy of Neil Sibley, the pre-
sent Postmaster. Contemporary
record says of Mr. Buchanan that

arice, much over six feet in height,
and accentuated by his long white
locks which belied the fact that
he was active in politics, a prae-
ticing attorney, Judge of the Cir-
cut court, former commissioner
for the state, and ambassador to
Denmark for a period of eight
years before during and after the
Civil War. He died in 1876 and
was buried in Greenmount Cem-
etery.

The labels will be issued on
white and bluish paper as were
the original Stamps and besides
|the portrait, each will have a
replica of the stamp showing the
|signature of the Postmaster in a
|reduced size so thet no one could
ever pass them as the original
Stamps. Below the portrait is
the name of the Postmaster and
the years of his term, and around
the four sides is the legend “IN
COMMEMORATION OF THE
CENTENARY OF THE BALTI-
MORE PROVISIONALS-BALTI-
MORE PHILATELIC SOCIETY”
and surrounded by the dates
“1846-1946.” These beautifully
steel-engraved labels will be on
sale from the Buchanan Centen-
ary Committee, 109 East Redwood
| Street, Baltimore 2 Maryland, at
15¢ each or two for 25¢. A set
of four labels will be in both
colors of paper, will be 40c. Stamp
collectors would find it to a great
advantage in decorating the first
page of their Scott Album which
contains the Postmaster *Provi-
sionals by showing reduced rep-
licas of the most valuable of
these Provisionals and the por-

them so famous.

The Baltimore Philatelic Soci-
ety will also celebrate the 100th
anniversary by nolding a stamp
exhibition at the famous Peale
Museum, for many years used as
City Hall, located, on Holliday
Street opposite tha Municipal
Building, during the period of
May 4th through May 12th. Both
United States and Foreign stamps
will be displayed and the United
States Post Office Department
will cooperate by having a spe-
cial exhibit of stamps. Fortunate
lowners of the original Buchanan
{stamps have been invited to dis-
piay them. The exhibit will be
open to the public afternoons and
evenings, including Sunday.

Sol. Glass is Chairman of the
Exhibition Committee.

EXED
When Auswering Ads
Meiatior Linn’s

¥

RUSSIA...

New 12-page price-list sent on re-
quest. Hundreds of sets and singles
listed.

LESTER S. GLASS °

1831-A Glenifer  Phila. 41. Pa.

B

TWO DOLLARS

is the yearly cost of a subscription
to my mailing list service and it
brings goods and services worth sev-
eral {imes the sum spent. Full par-
ticulars on request or send 2 dollars
and start right away.

OR SEND A SILVER DIME
AND RECEIVE IN RETURN
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Thursday, February 8, 1945

dués]ions 1869 Imperfs
~ Touted As Real Thing
By "Recognized Experis”

_ Following is a letter, printed
in full, as received from Mr. John
H. Latta of Oklahoma City,
Okla. We believe it is deserving
of publication.—Editor.
ES * E

To a section of my collection
devoted to various types of fakes
and frauds I am today adding a
page taken directly from the Cos-
tales auction of February 19 to
24, 1945 and loudly touted as “a
remarkable and unique group of
stamps heretofore unknown to
Philately. All are printed on
postage stamp paper, without
grill, and the margins are So||
large that there could be no
question as to their true status of
genuine. imperforates.”

STA%PS for January 27, 1945
also gives favorable publicity to
{these highly questionable items
iwith an article and accompany-
ing illustration, stating “Recog-
nized experts have examined

. |issues will

QUESTIONS 1869 IMPERFS
AS THE REAL THING

Continued From Page 1

properly gummed (most of the or-
iginal gum is still on them) and
unquestionably imperforate, since
it would be impossible fo have
such large margins on all four
sides if they had been frimmed.”
Thus it is apparent from the con-
text of both statements that the
“recognized experts” base their
final conclusion as fo the genu-
inesness of the newly found “im-
perforates” on the fact of the
large margins and nothing else.

name, but it is my belief that
any really qualified student of
the nineteenth century bank note
immediately recog-
nize these “imperforates” for
exactly what they are, i. e., cop-
ies from the corners of the sheets
of the regularly perforated
stamps with the
trimmed off.

It is a fact well known to eol-
lectors of an earlier generation
but seemingly forgotten by “rec-
ognized experts” of the present,
that stamps of the bank note is-

these stamps, and all agree that

sues from the outer margins of
the sheets were wider or longer
between perforations than stamps
from the inside positions. This
came from the fact that the set-
ting of the outside perforating
wheels were allowed to  vary
greatly whereas the inner wheels
were closely regulated so as to
follow the lanes between the

s

s

. |note issues—they r
. {well-center corner copies from an
.|otherwise off-centered sheet.

-|ecould hardly have
-|looked for so long a period of

stamps. Thus copies from the
outer margins of the sheets often
carried abnormally wide or long
margins on one side or, in the
case of the off-centered sheets,
the margin copy might lie well-
centered between its margins.
Copies from the corners of the
sheets were thus both longer
and wider than normal copies
and could readily be trimmed to
resemble .imperforate stamps.
This of course is thé explanation
of the “boardwalk” margins oc-
casionally found on the bank
are simply

Thus the so-called “imperfor-
ates” now offered for sale can-
not be accepted as authentic on
the basis of their wide margins
alone as the “recognized experts”
have sought to do, but must be
substantiated by  imperforate
pairs or blocks yet to be dis-
covered. If wvalid, they must

it is quite inconceivable that
only these few singles have sur-
vived. Also the inclusion of an

.|inverted center of the 24c great-
.|ly increases the probability that

these “imperforates” were fraud-
ulently.produced with an intent
to deceive, since the variety was

,|known shortly after issuance and

an item
been over-

a full sheet of such

time.

From the distance it looks like
a pretty rotten mess which will
not reflect to the credit of any of

:|the ‘“recognized experts” or to

the Collector’s Club under whose

- |auspices these highly question-
“|able varieties are to be sold. It

appears to the writer a matter in
should take an interest, particu-

tions should turn up as they un-
doubtedly will now that the “se-
cret”- of those wonderful wide
margins has been exposed.

It is unfortunate that the so-|.
called experts are not given by |’

perforation |

have existed in full sheets and|

which the Federal Government]|'

larly if the missing denomina- |,
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@HE UNIQUE 1869 IMPERFORATES

We copy this heading from a contempory publication which gives|

#ull recognition to this new discovery and accepts the stamps as au-
thentic imperforates. The stamps in question are offered as a part of
the Green accumulation in an auction to be held later this month.
Elsewhere in this issue we print a letter from Mr.
John H. Latta, a member of the Bureau Issues As-
sociation which offers a much more plausible ex-
cuse for these so called imperforates that has yet
been given. Common sense, plus the PRESENT
SOURCE of these stamps should make any one
who wished to get at the facts skeptical of them.
Perhaps the,.so called “expert opinion” as applied
to the authentication of these stamps is some of the

opinion in this country, opinion of real students of

@an opinion but before the same is accepted and recognized as sound

opinion, a committee of reputable and unimpeachable dyed in the|!

wool collectors should be shown all facts and permitted to review
@nd question such opinion. "

It is wholly illogical that such stamps as these would turn up
after 75 years. .The source from which they now come is one which
makes the stamps questionable in the mind of any real stamp man.
We can mnot believe that Colonel Green had any secret

key to any back door at Washington. Old time dealers do know that |

gears ago there were floating about at various times many copies of
early United States stamps which were either too hot or too ques-
tionable to put on the market and try to sell to any collector who
was able to think for himself. Even in these modern days there are
things which fill the same situation and we may not see or hear of
them until later years, long after the stamps are out of issue, when
it will be safe for the owners to turn them loose without too much
fear that their actual origin will be guestioned.

People in New York ought to know much better than we do, for
instance, about the quantity of stamps of the 3¢ of the 1861 issue
#hat were held in the stock of one of the larger and more prominent
New York' dealers for many years and which w?re only disposed of
in the past few years after or about the time that this company dis-
eontinued business for other fields. In this lot of material there were
things that would make the Scott Catalog listing of this stamp look
ashamed of itself. The man who finally got this material at a price

which would seem ridiculously low, based on catalog values will |-
doubtless scatter it from one end of the couniry to the other and |-

the new owners will marvel at the rare varieties. Judging from what
we have heard of this material it was simply a lot of printers waste
which in some way got loose from the printers of those days.

Such things even happen yet for it was not too long ago that a
®ertain dealer bought a bale of waste paper that ecame from the
Bureau at Washington and found endless quantities of partly printed
and finished stamps. When it was learned that this dealer had ac-
guired the bale of waste, Government agents visited him and asked
that he give up the material. There was no way they could have
taken it from him, but he did consent to the return of the material.

Ag for the 1869 imperfs we have’ already remarked that the

_gource from which these now turn up is one that should make any-

one skeptical of the stamps. Colonel Green is now touted in some
sources as being a great collector. He was just that, a collector, never
a philatelist or student of his stamps, he collected them like the
junk paper dealer gathered waste paper. With his unlimited amount
of money he sailed down Nassau Street in a big highly trimmed
automobile, dropping into the offices of dealers like an “angel” from
the sky, laying thousand dollar bills on their counters and carrying
away bundles of stamps and albums which he took home and hid
under the bed or in the closet and much of the material that is and
bas come up in the Green Auctions has probably never been looked
at by this angel.

In other words, Colonel green was “fish” for those dealers who
had anything to unload and its about dollars to doughnuts, that these
so called 1869 imperfs were some pet lot of material that someone
had laid aside for the time when opportunity knocked, and what
better time than when this spender came by on one of his periodic
stamp buying sprees. .

The man who sold these stamps to Colonel Green ecertainly
knows that he sold them and if this man can step forward and give
any plausible reason or excuse why they were sold to Colonel
Green and why they were not offered to some of the
well known students of stamps such as Judge Emerson, Charles
Pack, or Edward S. Knapp, then we will be glad to have those facts
and if the stamps can be authenticated as the real thing we will be
glad to know that.

Do not gather now that we say that all stamps that were bought
by Colonel Green were questionable. Not so, the bulk of his purchas-
es were of the finest and choicest material, but with his method of
buying and his own lack of knowledge of the fine points of the hob-
by, he was ideal “fish” to get rid of just such items as these so called
igmperfs.

Aqy real collector who has handled many of these 1869 stamps
will be able to show copies that can be trimmed with a margin equal
to what faese stamps sport and we do not think any of the holders
would try to offer them as imperforates and we fail to see why men
who hold reputable places in the Philatelic world will lend their
name to fouting material of so questionable a nature as this,
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same type of expert opinion that has flourished in | .
the past, opinion of parties interested in the sale|:
of stamps should always be looked upon with|"
doubt. Again we see fhe need of a real expert ]

George. Linn - stamps who are not in any way interested in the|,
sale of stamps for profit. We have no objection to dealers proposing ||
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Feb. 12, 1945,

e Goargé W, Limn,
Sidney, Chio.

Conf'idential

Dear George:

I read the article in the issue of the 8th by John Latta
but I was not favorably impressed with his conclusions.
13 article smacked too much of the inexperiencsd collector,

It i1s well to bear in mind that one of the items was a

247 Invert, thus if Latta's story had any basis of fact

this item came from a whole sheet of Inverts and in order to
make an imperforate someone took an umsed 24¢ Invert and
cut off the perforationa, You can mee how chaps like Latta
Jump to conclusions, I don't know where these imperforate
items came from - in fact, I don't know & thing about them
and never heard of them before but I dare say I could make a
better guess than Latta, I would be willing to wager at good
odds that these thinge are nothing more than plate proofa on
"regular”(?) postage paper. Ve have many such items in other
issues, as for example, the 5¢ 1856 - "on regular postage
paper,” an item that is frequently sold as an unused 1858,

Where did these 1869 ilmperfs come from? Well I don't really
know but I would be willing to bet that they came from the files
of the American Bank Note Company, and were lifted by John
Luff's bosom friend, Mandel, That boy put a terrifiec amount of
material in cireulation and I think the president of the ccapany
was in "“cahcots" with him, because both were evidently kicked
out when 1t became known how much 'material” had been 1lifted and
sold. I may be wrong but I think that Luff profited "plenty”
thru his connection with Mandel, The latter produced the stuff
and Luffts job was to give the "stuff" a legitimate standing,

I have heard that Yandelts family retained a lot of material -
perhaps items that were too hot to be sold at the time, but laid
aside for "angels" and "suckers" like Green, I'll bet John
Kleeman could tell how (reen got these imperfs and from whence
they came,

Further, I'11 bet that those who know the facts had a terriflic
laugh at the "Latta" article, What is that old saying about the
paths trod by fools but carefully avoided by angels,

I don't believe that Linn'es will profit very mush by publishing
an article like Latta's, still I may be all wrong,.

Cordially yours,
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J acob Perkins-- A Review

By MANNEL HAHN

1
<

Looking over the book-review sec-
tion of Mechanical Engineering
(which once each month challenges
WPG for my attention), I noted an
extensive review of a new book—
“Jacob Perkins: His Inventions, His
Times, and His Contemporaries,” writ-
ten by Greville and Dorothy Bathe
and published by The Historical So-
ciety of Pennsylvania. Since the edi-
tion was limited to 200 copies, I
hastened to order one—and found that
this “new” book had been publsihed
in 1943.

It is a fine book, physically (and
by this, I do not mean to disparage the
content in the least). It is well printed
on high-grade paper and exceptionally
well bound. The illustrations are
many and excellent.

Seemingly, the authors became in-
terested in Jacob Perkins while com-
pleting their earlier work on Oliver
Evans—“A Chronicle of Early Ameri-
can Engineering.” In the introdue-
tion, they assert that “the authors
have endeavored to outline as far as
possible an accurate history of Perk-
ing’ many outstanding achievements
and also not omitting his obvious fail-
ures.” With praiseworthy zeal, they
have catalogued both. Indeed, they
have searched carefully into his fam-
ily tree and his many and complicated
financial ventures.

So far as philatelists are concerned,
they seem to have been more inter-
ested in cataloguing Perkins’ efforts,
successful or otherwise, than in evalu-
ating them. Indeed, two pages are
devoted to the application of Perkins’
genius to the production of the postage
stamp—and not one bit of mention
is made of the faét that but for the
siderographic processes invented by
Perkins (including the Spencer lathe
which he purchased) the history of
postal reform might not have been
written in 1840 and the decades im-
mediately following.

So deeply immersed in fact-finding
are the authors that they sometimes
fail to see the woods for the trees.
Most of their information on philately
they draw from Wright & Creeke’s
admirable work on British adhesives,
published in 1899. Though they do al-
lude to Edward Denny Bacon’s work
of 21 years later, they seem oblivious
to the value of this latter work as
source material on Perkins, Bacon and
Co., Ltd. Nor are they aware that the
archives of that company, including
many transfer rolls, have been ac-
quired by the Royal Philatelic Society.

But philatelists will be interested in
many of the facts the authors have
unearthed and collected. They will
learn that Perkins was a goldsmith
first of all, and that he invented coin-

Member American Society M. E.

ing presses and milling-machines be-
fore he thought of banknotes, thereby
combining numismatics with philately
in his career. His work, like that of
his fellow-Massachusetts goldsmith,
Paul Revere, spread to many fields.
His inventions were numerous—
though today they seem often to have
been mere adaptations of others’ ideas!
Yet his siderographic processes met a
need, both for banknote engraving and
for the then unknown postage stamps.

As an engineer, he was successful
in thermodynamic fields, both in boiler
and engine design. As a physicist, he
earned renown in measuring the com-
pressibility of water, and seems to
have liquified gases by pressure before
his rivals. As a naval architect, he
helped the American Navy by improve-
ments in many fields.

The philatelist will discover, too,
many important bits of information
—mere crumbs dropped by the authors
in their pursuit of other facts—about
Toppan and Carpenter, who became
famous in 1851 and left a trail through
philately until 1895.

With all its imperfections on its
head, the book is still an excellent
work, and well worthy of a place in
the collection of every important phila-
telic library. But—with the issue
limited to 200 copies, it may well be
that most collectors of philatelic litera-
ture will overlook it until too late!

AL .



Editorial No. 3

To Collectors of Fine
U. S. Mint

There is an aristocracy in Philately:
that chosen circle which profits from the
pleasure of collecting the United States
imperforated issues.

The imperforates have too long been
neglected by the average collector de-
spite their great appeal and compara-
tively superior intrinsic value.

All limited issues, their cost has not
kept abreast with the inflated rise of
other stamps. In our opinion, the im-
perforates present the greatest possibil-
ities for both basic values and security.
Those who “know” are buying them for
speculative holdings in large blocks.

We have a very fine stock of imperf-
orates in plates, arrows, centerlines and
blocks. They are appealingly priced and
will be gladly submitted on approval
without obligation to buy.

Please send for our free price-list of
mint sheets and the imperforates.

NATIONAL STAMP CO.
QF§ - Russ Building &
San Francisco 4, Calif.

United States

Notes and Comments
BY: Pumir H. Warp, Jr.

1867 GRILL STAMP
The Post Office files contain the
first letter authorizing payment of
$200 for the first lot of 1 million

grilled stamps. A communication
signed by the Postmaster General reads
as follows:
“Post Office Department
August 15th, 1867
W hereas the seventh section of an
Act of Congress approved June
12th, 1866 entitled an “Act to
amend the Postal Laws” provides,
“That, whenever it shall become
expedient, in the opinion of the
Postmaster General, to substitute
a different kind of postage stamps
for those now in use, he shall be,
and is hereby, authorized to modi-
fy the existing contract for the
manufacture of postage stamps so
as to allow the contractors a sum
sufficient to cover the increased
expenses, if any, of manufactur-
ing the stamps so substituted.”
And Whereas The National
Bank Note Company, the present
Contractors, after a series of ex-

A SELLERS’ MARKET

Iine stamps are bringing the highest prices
in our 82 years’ experience holding Public
Auctions.

We mail out thousands of illustrated ecat-
alogs to a choice clientele and advertise in
the leading weekly and monthly Stamp
Magazines, New York Newspapers, etc. We
are licensed and bonded. Write for terms,
ete. 278th Sale in Preparation.

OHLMAN GALLERIES
116-M Nassau St. New York 7, N. Y.

Nov. 13, 1944

WAR and POLITICS

The real war and the war of words fill

the headlines.

Soon we’ll forget the

words and settle down to winning the

war and the peace.

Your stamp albums won't win the war,
but they may keep your nerves in bet-
ter shape to play your part.

So keep your hobby alive.

Scott offers

superior nourishment — stamps to add
completeness or brilliance; catalogues,
albums and accessories to equip your

hobby for its best performance.

Come

to the store or send your order.

SCOTT STAMP & COIN CO., Inc.

1 West 47th Street

periments, have submitted speci-
mens of improved postage stamps
on embossed or punctured paper
which seem to meet the require-
ments of the Post Office Depart-
ment, and have furnished one
million of such stamps, which
have been placed in the hands of
Postmasters for sale, and also
agreed to make any changes in
the same which may be suggested.

Now, therefore, in order to
fully test the improved postage
stamps, and make such changes as
experience may suggest, if is
hereby agreed to accept the pro-

posal of the National Bank Note

Company to furnish the stamps
as now in course of trial, or such
others, of similar value, as may be
satisfactory, at the rate of Twen-
ty cents per thousand, for a period
not exceeding one year from the
sixteenth day of August, 1867:
—Provided, that the advantages
claimed shall be realized, and also
that the Postmaster General may,
at any time, rescind this order.
It is further provided, that any
and all postage stamps of the
present style that may be re-
quired, after this date, shall be
furnished, at the price of Twelve
cents a thousand, as fixed by the
contract which expires this day—
the fifteenth of August, 1867 —
with the understanding that the
National Bank Note Company
shall give four months’ notice of
discontinuance within the year
beginning sixteenth day of Aug-
ust, 1867 as above named, and,

MEKEEL’S WEEKLY
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New York 19, N. Y.

that this Department may give a
similar notice of discontinuance.
(Signed) Alex W. Randall,

Postmaster General”

It will be noted that the Depart-
ment refers to these stamps as em-
bossed, rather than grilled. In read-
ing over numerous letters in the files,
we can find no mention of the word
“grill” in any communication or docu-
ment. \

1861 1¢ — APRIL USAGE

We recently acquired a little lot of
covers containing strips of three of
the 1c blue 1861 and were surprised
to note that the date of cancellation
on the cover read, “Bristol, Pa. Apr.
1o, 18617, just about four months
previous to its issue. On first thought,
we imagined the stamps had been
added to the cover for they were not
tied, but later on we found two addi-
tional covers from the same Pennsyl-
vania town dated April 11 and April
12, 1861, showing us that the Post-
master in that town evidently used the
1861 postmark through error for at
least three days during April. This
just goes to show us that postmarks
are not necessarily an accurate guide
as to stamp usage.

HIGH VALUE PHILIPPINES

Unused — As Described
212 50¢, v. f. .. 18:00

237 $1, fine ..
239 $5, f.-v.f.
253 4p, fine ..
254 10p, fine ..
280 1p, v. £ -
284A 1p, v.f. ..
289D 1p, fine ..
300 1p, fine ..

p, £, P.# 5.
431 10p, superb 15.50
432 20p, superb 17.50
443 1p, superb 1.75

2p, superb 2.00
445  4p, superb 4.50
301 2p, fine . 446 5p, superb 4.50
Well balanced Possessions available

* JAMES H. RAYMOND

Box 364, Ben Fr, Sta., Washington 4, D. C.




Foreign New [ssues

J. Avery WELLs, Editor — Box 30, Jackson Heights, New York.
8

Albania — Semi-Postals — A
series of seven large horizontal
stamps, all of the same design, i
quite evidently for war relief. The
design shows a distressed woman
and her child in the foreground
with her burning home behind her.
The values are 5q-+5q green, 10g-+-
5q brown, 15q-+5q carmine red,
25q-+10q deep blue, 1fr-+50q olive
green, 2fr+1fr purple, 3fr41.50fr
orange. —Tribune Stamyp Co.

Bolivia — Commemorative Air
Post — A series of seven stamps
commemorates the 25th Anniversary
of the “Lloyd Aereo Boliviano”.
The stamps were locally lithographed
in three colors and picture a map

with routes marked and the letters
“L A B”. The values are 20c violet,
orange and blue; 30c brown, orange
and blue; 50c green, orange and
blue; 90c red violet, orange and
blue; 2b dark blue, orange and
blue; 3h dark red, orange and blue ;
4D bistre, orange and blue.

—Mr. Alfredo Armijo V.

Cook Islands — Postage — The
3sh yellow green and blue, River
Scene A?1, has now been issued on
paper watermarked Multiple N. 7
& Star. —Mr. Justin L. Bacharach.

Finland — Postage — Two new
pictorial Postage values are the 15m
rose lake of the lovely old Castle de-
sign AR7, and the 20m dark brown
of the Helsinki Post Office A44.

—Mr. Thorsten Ingeloff.

France — Offices in Morocco
— Semi-Postal — The 2fr Prussian
green (#169), Fez type A33, has
been overprinted in black in four
lines “AIDEZ — LES — TUBER-
CULEUX — +4-1”. We therefore
chronicle the R2fr-41fr Prussian
green. —Penny Black Stamp Co.

Creece — Postage — Three high
values have been added to the post-
war “Glory” series, Type AS81,
bringing the total of this group to
eight values. Thus the complete

Octpber 8, 1945

chronicle is 1d brown violet, 3d lake,
5d ultramarine, 10d brown, 20d dull
purple, 50d dark green, 100d light
blue, 200d gray.

—Mpr. P. J. Drossos.

Hungary — Comunemorative
Postage — In 1943 there was issued
a Christmas commemorative set of
three delightful horizontal pictorials.
Upon the 4f deep green the angels
are singing to the shepherds with
stars in the sky and little lambs about
their feet. The 20f deep blue shows
shepherds and the lambs visiting the
Christ-child. Upon the 30f orange
brown Mary holds the Christ-child
and the three Kings from the East
present their gifts, while a shepherd
with his little lamb crouches in won-
der behind them.
Semi-Postals — A

Semi-Postals was

series of
issued in
They are

the Red

four

1944 for the Red Cross.
oblongs

horizontal with

Cross and a tiny Crown of St
Stephen is a colorless oval in a lower;
corner of each stamp. Upon the
20f-+20f brown and red are a nurse
and helmeted soldier. The 30f-430f
copper and red shows a soldier in the-
foreground and behind him a nurse
is comforting a woman. The 504

50f plum and red shows a nurse
guarding the flame from a little old,
Roman lamp, with the Lorraine
Cross rising from the three mounts.
of Hungary in the background. The;
70f-470f dark blue and red shows a:
soldier with a crutch and behind him.

(Continued on Page 249) 4
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1873, POSTAL CARD PROOFS

We offer tlu»

No Watermark
1c reddish brown on gray green
1e reddish brown on bluish ..
1c reddish brown on light blue
1c reddish brown on yel. grn. granite..

3.00

Set of 7

JCIDTOWIL .« v voconloimied s

following very scarce proofs of First postal card, UX1:

Small Watermark 3
1¢ deep chocolate brown ..........:... 3.60
3.00
. 3.00

. 3.50

1¢ bright yellow brown .......
Large Watermark
e brown on bull <5 itads < et

varieties, no watermark, and small watermark ..............coiiiiriiaiiian, $17.50

‘A CURIOUS POSTAL CARD VARIETY

We recently acquired a most unusual postal card variety:
printed in l)luo and also printed in black ll|>\l(](' down on ﬂw same card.

of the very few cards we have,
creased or damaged.

have only eight cards.
UX11, 1c blue, plus 1¢ black on the
Same, in fairly good condition .
Same,

This is a most interesting and very
We offer them as follows :
same card, fine

the 1891 1e¢ Grant (UX11),
Unfortunately,

only one was in fine condition, the others being more or lf‘sa
unusual variety, of which we

R I RO L, e e R s Shalmnto b i g ko 55 (47 AT G2 A

POSTAL CARD PACKET

Packet A 48 varieties; atfine Start FOr(a c0l18CHOM (s ciis:onn sivais si:pesis/shes bits o pinisiaatein $2.49

Packet B 48 varieties, all uncancelled,

including a fine uncancelled copy of UX13... 4.49

#835, $5.00 PRESIDENTIAL (COOLIDGE)

In looking over a used lot of the hxghn\t value of the Presidential set, we found a few

copies with a very odd variety,
outline,

found, were unable to locate any others.
printed entirely in outline for $5.00;

A copy of our Fifth Edition 1945 U.

MEKEEL'S WEEKLY

showing the *
instead of being printed in solid color.
then loolxvd over quite a large number of this stamp,
We offer fine used copies,
or the same,
S. and B. N. A. price list will be sent upon
receipt of postage.

STANLEY GIBBONS INC., 38 (M) Park Row,

SHH plmr('d either partially or entirely in
This is quite a striking difference. We
and beyond the te\\ that we had
showing both *'$5"

but printed partially in outline, $2.00.

New York 7, N. Y.
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i New-1945 EDITION -new

OF AMERICA’S

Largest Catalog of Sets

(ILLUSTRATED, 196 PAGES)
(Revised throughout and ap-to-date.
Thnusandq of New additions.)

NEW ISSUES to June, 1945
Miniature sheets compl.
A\IRMAILS compl used and un-

used

Semi-Postals—almost compl.
Commemoratives-almost compl.
Brit. Jubilees, Coronations, epl.
Brit., French, Dutch, ete., Cols.
Regular issues 19th and 20th

(Century
weneral Collections
Packets by countries, ete.
\Ibums, catalogs, etc.
sent FREE only on recelpt of 15 cents
to cover forwarding charges, ete. (De-
ductible from your first purchase of

$1.50 or more.) (Canada 20c.)

NEW YORK STAMP CO.,INC.
559 Fifth Avenue
NFW VORK, 17, N. Y.
u. S PLATE No. BLOCKS MINT
632,
634,

637.
641.

of

-
T
L

=]

=1
1
<
3
)
[
]
i
g

73 g 21 .3
Flat Plates are blocks of six — Rotaries,
blocks of four.

R. J. LEWINSON CO. Aﬁk
525 West End Av., N. Y. 24, N. Y. 0

DID YOU KNOW

that stamps bring very high prices on
the current market?

We are willing and able to follow
this trend and are prepared to pay
cash prices for stamps whether they
are in the form of a hxghly speunlued
collection or just “dumped” into a
shoe box.

We are also interested in better
grade mint and used U. S. postage and
revenues, Singles, Blocks and Sheets.

Drop us a line and let us know what
you have to offer, won't you?

Cosmopolitan Stanip Company Aﬁk

1457 B’way (Times Square) N.Y.C.

U. S. ZEPP COVERS

very fine stamps — proper cachets

50c¢ pair on card 10/4/33 ..
30c F. D. C. New York 10/
1.30 on card May 6, 1930 ...
S0 pAIR May 16300 S e
1.30 F. D. C. Wash. 4/19/30
2.60 superb stamp 5/7/30 D
2:60)  BuDl € Wash:4/19/30 ... ... 36.00

complete satisfaction or refund

WILLIAM T. ADAMS

Box 1104 San Jose 8, Calif.

Ph|IateI|c Books Now Availahle

New 1945 Standard Canadian
Revenue Catalog ........... $1.00
Colonial Handbook — 60
Pages of information on
fakes and varieties of 1
GO OMECS I8 5 e b by s 1.50
® TForgeries Old & New — Part 1
— Valuable information on
IR 0 G i B s A O 1.00
@® Forgeries Old & New — Part 11
— Information on fakes not
found in Part I
Published by
MARKS STAMP CO.,, LTD.
258 College St., i Toronto, Ont.
Also available from
H. L. LINDQUIST
2 West 46th St., New York 19, N. Y.

® Br.

seldom offered, by dealers or at auction.

$125,000.00

is the Catalogue Figure on a General Collection to be dispersed in my MID ATLAN-
TIC STAMP SALES. Several sales in preparation.

PART 1 includes 100 lots of U. S. Proofs, U. 8. Postage to 1916 and a fine lot of
Great Britain and its Colonies from A to Ceylon.

A wonderful opportunity ahead for collectors of “MEXICO” to secure items

MID ATLANTIC STAMP SALES

900 F St.,, N. W., H. A. ROBINETTE

WASHINGTON, 4, D. C.

United States

Notes and Comments

3y PaiLie H. Warbp, Jr.

MoreE CHATTER

We have never seen a mint block
of the 90c Justice — the largest mul-
tiple a horizontal pair, the 24c Jus-
tice, ditto. No multiple, to our
knowledge, is known of the 6c or-
ange Proprietary, the $200 and $500
Second Issue, nor the 50c and
Proprietary on green paper. Only
one copy of the 5¢ Proprietary with
inverted center is known. Found by
Philadelphia Quaker in 1934 in a

boyhood collection — sold to the
Scott Company — from Scott to
ourselves — then to one of our
clients.

The 2c¢ black Harding part per-
forate was found by Dr. Samuel
Konwiser, a brother to Harry. The
1922 5c blue imperforate was found
by a Stamford, Conn., collector, the
10c imperforate by a letter carrier in
Oklahoma City. After he received
our check, he started to fix up his
home, paint the fence, get himself
some chickens and do some other
things he had wanted to for years.
He had to stop, for neighbors were
beginning to wonder where he got
the money. We read on good au-
thority that two rather than one
sheet of the 4c Columbian error were
found in Cleveland. Both found by
J. V. Painter — one broken and dis-
tributed — the other had a corner
Block taken out for Mr. Worthing-
ton at $200 — the whereabouts of
the balance unknown. Where are
Mr. Painter’s sons and grandsons ?

WANTED

U. S. #771

16¢ Special Delivery
Farley Printing

I am able to use blocks, multiple
pieces, positions and full sheets.

JOHN A. FOX

116 Nassau St., New York 7, N. Y.

The only inverted center revenue

stamp known to us in block form is
the Second Issue 2c¢ black and or-
ange. A superb mint block of 24
exists from the Ackerman Collec-
tion. The only other multiple inverts
known to us are horizontal pieces of
the 50c. In regards to the postal in-
verted centers, there are singles only
of the 1869 15c and 30c. A used
block exists of the 24c, formerly in
the Crocker Collection. We believe
we were told that it is now in the
collection of Mrs. Y. Souren. Of
the 1901 Pan American inverts two
blocks of the rare 2c exist — one be-
longing to Mrs. Souren, the other is
in our own collection. A number of
the 1c in blocks are around. There
were several blocks of the 4c a few
years back, but we can account for
only three today, so it is a much
rarer block than many believe. The
block in the Hind sale was broken
by Klein, the block recently sold in
one of the Green sales was broken
by Anderson. \\'e think there are
six blocks of four of the 24c Air
Mail invert in existence, in addition
to a plate block of seven.

At the present time, Stan Ash-
brook is interested in U. S. covers of
the sixties addressed to the Grand
Canaries. He hag located three, but
would like to see more. Those found
are addressed to James Wood, Pal-
mas, Grand Canary. We have seen
one of them with a 5¢ buff, 10c yel-
low green and 30c orange <l” m(cl\'
tied by red grid with I (m(lnn post-
mark of Nov. 23, 1861. Can any of
our readers loan him any additional
covers? By the way, we wonder who
found this Wood correspondence in
the first place. When, where and
how many ?

At the turn of the century, one of
our most important collectors was
George H. Worthington of Cleve-

YOUR STAMP SERVICE

MINT ONLY
Nyasaland, New beautiful Pictor.,

%p to 20sh compl. ........ (14) 11.85
Andorra, Pictorials, 78-97, (n] (20) 3.25
Denmark, Behring Comm. 277- ;'n 3) 49
France, Marianne and Rooster set,

g 477-495, 10c-20frs ......... (19) 38.45
Greece, Airpost, 6 val. ......... (6) i
Jamaica, Constitution set ..... (7)
Luxembourg, Madonna set ....(d)

Norway, Sturluson set, 210-45..(6)
Queen Maud, B11-14 ......... (4) 90
Norwegian Legion, B24, rare.(1) 4.%5

Switzerland, C40, Comm. ....... (1) 90

Mail orders Only
Postage extra for orders under $1.00.
YOUR STAMP SERVICE
2540 Hudson Blv (] Jersey City 4, N. J.

Page 244

MEKEEL’S WEEKLY

October 8, 1945




and. He collected the stamps of the
C His collection was finally
#d to Alfred F. Lichtenstein of
Jew York — ones of the greatest
rollectors of today—price $445,000.
[r. Worthington’s former secretary
n speaking
)i tee time, who 1s almost unknown
today, describes him as “His hair
was the color of the 5¢ Brick Red of
1857, No. 45 in your catalogue.
When he got angry or excited his
face turned sort of a rosy pink in
color. He had some freckles, a
couple of vicious buck teeth, and a
good gift of gab”. One collector in
Philade phia called him the “red
L ead snapping bug” and another by
a name that would not look so well
in print. He sued for a commission
on t.e sale of the Worthington col-
lection but lost out. We have heard
litt.e about him since Y. Souren
wiote and distributed a little pam-
phlet about his dealings, a few years
back.

Most of the old time dealers have
passed to the great beyond — Luff,
Morgenthau, Krassa, Brown, J. W.
Scott, Bartels, Rich, Powers, Phil-
lips, Mekeel — just to mention a
few. As a boy we knew most of
them.

Many of the magnificent mint
blocks now reposing in some of our
[inest collections came from the
famous Worthington collection. Mr.
Slater of Providence is the only
man, we recall, who was collecting
blocks previous to Mr. Worthington.
Ater keeping some countries and
selling some others, Mr. Lichten-
stein sold the balance in 1917
through Mr. Morgenthau, possibly
the greatest stamp auctioneer ever
produced. Most of the fine stamps
in  America passed through his
hands. We think we learned more
philatelically from Mr. Morgenthau
than anyone we ever knew. Fair,
square and with a great knowledge
of stamps, he gladly passed on what-
ever he knew. The “J. C.” by the
way, and his friends always called

of a well-known dealer

VALUABLE PUBLICATIONS

nmm sr.‘ms STAMP

STAMPS OF MODERN EUROPE

With 128 pages, informative write-ups, and beautiful
illustrations, this comprehensive catalog lists and prices
one of the most attractive of all special groups : The 20th
Century Issues of Modern BEurope. Here you will find —
from Andorra to Vatican City — those attractive stamps
which tell so vividly the story of our own times, and
which have enjoyed suech rapidly increasing popularity in
recent years. Send for a copy today and see for yourself
why “Modern Europe” is one of the most interesting and
important stamp catalogs ever published.

Sent for 10c to Cover Mailing

MOUERH L EURO

UNITED STATES, U. S. POSSESSIONS
& BRITISH NORTH AMERICA

Complete except for the great rarities, this 104-page
catalog. with more than 1,000 illustrations for your con-
venient reference, lists and prices all major varieties of
the countries inclnded. It serves not only as a valuable
check list and guide, but also as a reliable source of supply
for these popular stamps at economical prices.
lector needs this useful and authoritative catalog. Send
fur a copy today if you do not already have one,

Sent for 10c to Cover Mailing

Hvery col-

RiTien |
EMPIRE

BRITISH EMPIRE STAMPS y

Devoted to one of the most popular of all the special
groups, this beautiful illustrated 128-page catalog lists —
from Aden to Zanzibar — the 20th Century Issues of the
British Commonwealth of Nations. So far as we know,
it is the only publication of its kind in the world; and
since it is backed by what we believe to be the most
comprehensive existing stock of British 20th Century
issues, we feel certain you will find it invaluable : both as
a reference list, and as a convenient source of supply —

at favorable prices

AIRMAIL STAMPS

“Qu1te the finest thing in the .mmml line to appear in
the U. S. Y—@George \dll Den Berg., “Best presentation
yet made ot the fascinations of ((rlle(lmg airmail stamps.
A must for every collector.—Stamps Magazinet *“One of
the finest volumes. . .. In effect, a complete priced catalog
of the world’s airmail stamps.” inn’s Weekly Stamp
News. “Attractive prices.”—Camden Courier-Post. “Most
beautiful price list of airmail stamps we have ever seen.
... A valuable guide and check list, well worth a dollar.”
—Weekly Philatelic Gossip.

Sent for 10¢ to Cover Mailing

IF YOU HAVE STAMPS TO SELL

se none-too-plentiful stamps.
Sent for 10c to Cover Mailing

To replenish our extensive retail stocks we are constantly huving——at
generous prices—ecollections and accumulations of postage stamps, provided

they are worth $50 or more.
pay i
among collectors with stamps to sell. . . .

Our free appraisals, good prices and prompt
aggling or delays—have made us innumerable friends
Send for our free booklet of val-

uable information, “If You Have Stamps to Sell,” and read it for your own
protection before disposing of your collection. Free on Request.

H. E. HARRIS & CO. - Transit Bldg. -

BOSTON 17, MASS.

U. S. UNUSED

Top imprint & Pl. No. strip
of 5 V. F. mint. Slight rein-

forcements in margin ....... $15.00
323—Top Pl. No. & imprint blk.
of 4. V. BasnrintUSnino s, o 5.00

328—Pl. No. & imprint blk. of 6.

V. K. mint. Small reinforce-

ment at top margin ......... 5.00
428—P1. No. blk of 6. Fine, 0. g. 6.50
532a-P1. No. blk of 6. Superb mint 37.50
8—Pl. No. blk. of 6. V. F. mint 4.50
571a-P1 No. blk. of 6. V. F. mint 13.50
613—P1. No. blk of 4. Fine, mint %.00
621, 622—Complete set of positions

C. L., PL. Nos: (blks. of 8),

urrnws. Vo B i Do e 60.00
631—C. blk. of 4. V. F. mint. 8.5
T56-16: )—-( omplete set of C. T, 4 ar-

row & Pl. No. blks. V.F. mt 75.00

Satisfaction Guaranteed.

ROBERT FULTON STAMP COMPANY

1005 Chestnut St., Philadelphia 7, Pa.

him by these initials, were Julius
Caesar. He was an uncle to the re-

cent Secretary of Treasury, Henry
Morgenthau, Jr.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
Marquette Album Users

The 1940-45 pages for The Marquette
Sectional Album are available as fol-
lows:

United States Postage, 14 pages,
Space No. 1031 to Roosevelt Se-
ries inclusive, post free ......At 48¢

lr. S. Sec. 2, 4 pages Spee. Del. ...

. 8. Sec. 2, 4 pages Air Mail.
U 8. Sec. 3 6 pages Ducks ......

Remit in 1c, 2¢c, or 3¢ stamps for the
pages desired.

1946 SCOTT’S catalogs mailed with
commems. post free. Part II, $2.50 each;
Combined, $5.00; U. 8. Specin]ized, $3.00.
Post Free.

UNITED STAMP C0. 2 eace s sor.

U. S. ENTIRES

All Very Fine Unused

5o 10e¢ Green on Buff, I (#U16).$6.00
w 10¢ Grn. on Buff, IT (#U18A) 6.50
3¢ Black, Error (#U437c)..25.00

1916 3¢ Carmine on Blue, Error
(FFABOBY o ioeis o v ointe cisiuole 25.00

1875 10¢ Red on Amber,- Official
(OB et SESYS NS 80.00

OND H.WEILL CO.

AUP\ 407 ROYAL ST. NEW ORLEANS 16)

October 8, 1945
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United States

vy Notes and Comments
BY: Pamwrr H. Warp, Jr.

1869 IsSue — A Few NoTEs

The files of the Department con-
tain quite a little information in re-
gards to the very popular issue of
1869. It seems that the Post Office
Department called for proposals for
furnishing postage stamps for a period
of four years under date of June 22,
1868. It was specified that the pro-
posals would be received until one
month later, namely July 22 at twelve
noon. Four bids were received — (1)
American Bank Note Company, (2)
Butler & Carpenter, (3) George T.
Jones, (4) National Bank Note Com-
pany.

. The successful bidders, the National
Bank Note Company, submitted their
proposal under date of July 22nd.
After the four proposals were received,
the Postmaster General, A. W. Ran-
dall, submitted the bids to a specially
selected committee to recommend
which bid should be accepted. This
committee consisted of Dr. George C.
Schaeffer, Librarian of the Patent-
Office; John B. Guthrie, Special Agent
of the Treasury Department; Dr. B.
F. Craig of the Army Medical Mu-
seum, and A. N. Zeverly, Third Assist-
ant Postmaster General. The commit-
tee suggested the acceptance of the
National Bank Note Company bid,
but Mr. Guthrie was not in favor of
paying a 2c additional per thousand for
grilling the stamps as he did not feel
that the grilling was of sufficient im-
portance to warrant the extra expense.

Like in the case of the 1861 pro-
posal, the Department informally ac-
cepted the contract in a memorandum
dated Oct. 3, 1868, as follows:

“Accept the proposal of the Na-
tional Bank Note Company (F. Shep-
ard, proprietor) to furnish postage-
stamps at twenty-five cents a thou-
sand for a term of four years, accord-
ing to the advertisement of 22d June,
1868.

MORE RUSSIA

AT BARGAIN PRICES
ALL MINT

Cat. No
902 ...
910

RECENT ISSUES:

Rimsky-Korsakoff—60k ............ a2
Young Communists—20k ........... 06

o b W ST A e R i 25
i oo R S e 50
Stratosphere—New 1R green ...... 25
Medals—20k blue 06
Same—60k red ........ A5
Same—15k red, imperf. .06

Postage Extra Under $2.

ROBERT FULTON STAMP COMPANY

169 High St., Portland 3, Me.

Dec. 11, 1944

AIRMAIL

THIRD 1

This beautiful 120-page catalog
complete listing, at economical pri
world’s airpost stamps, illustrated
scribed for ready location in your

“Quite the finest thing in the airmail 1i
in the U. S. A.”—George van den Berg. **

stamps. A must for every collector.”—S#
zine. “‘One of the finest volumes. .
plete priced catalog of the world’s airmail
Linn’s Weekly Stamp News. ““Attractiv
Camden Courier-Post.
airmail stamps we have ever seen. . . .
guide and check list, well worth a dolla
Philatelic Gossip.

Sent for 10c to Cover Mailing Co

tation yet made of the fascinations of collec]

L Ine

“Most beautiful p

H.E. HARRIS & CO. « 108
Fine Stamps for Dis

This is to include embossing and
separating and packing stamps in such
quantities as may be daily ordered, not
less than 200 stamps to the package.

Also accept the proposal of same
company to prepare receipts and direct
packages of stamps for mailing, at one-
half cent a thousand additional.

It is a condition of this acceptance
that stamps of new designs are to be
furnished, including a combination of
colors in the same stamp (limited to
four of the higher denominations) and
the use of fugitive inks and colored
paper, if required for all denomina-
tions, and that a contract is to be ex-
ecuted to take effect from the date
when such stamps of new and ap-
proved quality and designs shall be
actually delivered for use upon orders
of postmasters, through the Post-Office
Department.

Alex W. Randall,
Postmaster-General.”

The actual contract between the
Post Office Department and the Na-
tional Bank Note Company was not
sealed and signed until Dec. 12, 1868.
The contract enumerated the entire
series in detail and gave the design for
each. Tt was also understood that
stamps under the contract should be
furnished from the first day of Feb-
ruary, 1869, until the first day of
February, 1873. The original contract
is in the hands of the Post Office De-
partment, signed and sealed by the
Postmaster General, A. W. Randall,
and the Third Assistant, A. N. Zev-
erly, in behalf of the Government, and
F. Shepard, President, and J. Mac-
donough. Secretary, in behalf of the
National Bank Note Company.
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Foreign New Issues

J. Avery WeLLs, Editor — Box 30, Jackson Heights, Néw York. .

We rely on dealers and readers to make this department of vital interest. Credit is giver
those sending stamps or information. Comments and descriptions are the editor’s.

Brazil — Commemorative Postage
— A square pictorial with the design
placed cater-cornered is a 4oc light
brown. The picture is the Chamber of

Commerce Building in the City of Rio
Grande, and the stamp commemorates
the Centenary of the organization.
Commemorative Air Post — A
large upright engraved stamp is the
1.20cr deep carmine rose honoring
Bartolomeu De Gusmio. The picture
presents the friar, Bartolomeu De
Gusmio, showing his model balloon
flying machine before the Court of the
King of Portugal on Aug. 8, 1709.
The story goes that he asked protection
for his invention, and the King or-
dered death to anyone who copied it,
but the Inquisition seized Friar Bar-
tolomeu as a heretic and put him in
jail, where it is supposed he died.
—Mpr. K. Fatoullah.

Chile — Air Post — Another value
of the Unwatermarked Air Post for
Foreign service is the 8p deep green,
Plane and Rainbow, Type AP1x.

—Mr. W. E. Spanier.

China — Postage — Another value
of the so-called Chungking Postage
series is the $4 reddish brown Dr. Sun,
Type A62. —Dr. Lloyd S. Ruland.

Colombia — Postage — Apparent-
ly there is great shortage of ordinary
Postage in Colombia, and so we are

getting many crude local prints. i.
latest to arrive is the 2¢ carmine Oil
Wells, Type A1ss, locally typographed
and smeared with heavy gum.

Dominican Republic — Co
memorative Air Post — “PALAC! *
de COMMUNICACIONES — EX.
de TRUJILLO” is the flamboyant t
of the new Air Post series which p
tures the ultra modern Post Off.
Building of Trujillo City. At the l¢
is a telegraph pole, and at the right
radio tower. Above flies a plane. T!
values are 9c green & blue, 13¢ brow
& rose, 25c orange & red, 3oc blac
& ultramarine.

Insured Letter Stamps — Tw
new values for Insured Letters are t
4s5c blue & black and 75c brown
black. Both are Coat-of-Arms, T-

L —Pan American U,
—Frasek Co.
France — Allied Occupation Pos!
age — We are now able to give th.

colors of the set of ten stamps printed
in the U.S.A. for use in France after
the Liberation. The stamps are sc light
lilac, 1oc light gray, 25¢ brown, soc
bistre yellow, 1fr green, 1.sofr rose,
2.50fr lilac, 4fr blue, sfr black, rofr
orange. It is reported that the rofr
is entirely sold out, but we haven’t
heard yet whether these stamps were
available for regular Postage use as
there seem to have béen many other
stamps prepared by the De Gaullc
Government to fill all postal needs.
—Mr. Walter Hirsh.

French Colonies — Semi-Postal
— A large upright stamp has been
issued by the De Gaulle Government
for use in all French Colonies, with a

(Continued on Page 377)

APPROVALS

b s e e o sk s ok
MINT OR USED
BOOKS BY COUNTRIES
GENERAL FOREIGN

Fkk ok kok gk
Want Lists Filled. Finest Material Only

RICHARDS STAMP CO. [14
120-16 140th St., So. Ozone Park 20, N.Y.

U. S. MINT EXCLUSIVELY

We earnestly solicit your want list for !
anything in fine U.S. mint. Complete
stock of Sheets, blocks and imperfs. We |
probably have just what you want at H
less than you expected to pay.

NATIONAL STAMP CO

1105 Russ Building

SAN FRANCISCO 4, CAIJ‘FOBNXA
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SENATOR GUFFEY OF PENNSYLVANIA
Wi RECOMMEND

When we learned that the Hon.
Ramsey S. Black, Third Assistant Post-
master General, had been elected Treas-
urer of the Commonwealth of Penn-
sylvania, we wrote Senator Guffey,
who had recommended his appoint-
ment, congratulating him on Mr.
Black’s achievements. We suggested
that he make a further recommenda-
tion to the President and, if possible,
select one with as pleasing a personality
and ability.

Senator Guffey writes us under date
of Nov. 3oth as follows: “My dear
Mr. Ward:

Thank you for your letter of Nov.
14th.

Ramsey S. Black is indeed a very
fine and high type gentleman. He has
been an exceptionally good Third
Assistant Postmaster General. When
he takes over the Office of State Treas-
urer on May 15, 1945, I will recom-
mend another Pennsylvanian to suc-
ceed Mr. Black as Third Assistant Post-
master General, and I feel sure that
the man recommended will prove to
be just as loyal, efficient, able and
gentlemanly as Mr. Black. I appre-
ciate very much indeed your interest
in the matter.

With kindest regards and best
wishes, I am

Sincerely yours,
(Signed) Joseph F. Guffey.”

We doubt if anyone with the pos-
sible exception of Jim Farley will ever
leave the Post Office Department with
as many friends as Ramsey Black.
Always accessible to those who desired
to see him, modest and retiring almost
to a fault, he will leave Washington
not only with the respect but the affec-
tion of all those under him as well as
those with whom he came into con-
tact while Third Assistant Postmaster
General.

U. S. Stamps SENT FOREIGN GOVERN-
MENTS

Since the establishment of the Uni-
versal Postal Union, stamps of all
member nations are distributed to
other members through the Union
headquarters at Bern, Switzerland. In
the early days distribution was made in
reply to a direct request. For instance,
note the following letter written by
the engravers of our 1857-61 series to
the Post Office Department.

Dec. 25, 1944

¥  United States Notes

By Pumwre H. Warp, Jr.

x
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An Unusual Cover mailed Dec. 23, 1941, with a U. S. 3c No. 807 bisected to
prepay the 174c Christmas card rate. It is nicely tied to the cover, which was
kindly loaned to us by Wm. H. Richardson, Jr.

“Philada. Feby. 27th, 1861.

Trusting the impressions may be
A. N. Zeverly, Esq.

satisfactory, we remain

3rd Asst. P. M. General Very Respectfully,

Washington, D. C. Your Obt. Servts.

Sir: Toppan, Carpenter & Co.”
We have the honor to transmit here-

with Eight Proof Sheets of the Denom- CoMPLETION OF THE 1857 CONTRACT

inations of Stamps and also Eight We published in our column a few

gummed and perforated sheets of the Weeks back a letter dated May 1o,

same denominations now used by the 1861, signed by the Postmaster Gen-

Post Office Department. eral, awarding to the National Bank
We have sent you the proofs that Note Company a contract for furnish-

you may exercise your judgment be- 1ng postage stamps for a period of

tween them and the ordinary impres- four years.

sions in deciding which you deem pref- The previous contractors, Toppan,

erable to forward to the Sardinian Carpenter & Co., wrote a most inter-

Government. (Continued on Page 405)

KANSAS AND NEBRASKA PLATE BLOCKS

We offer below the complete set of Kansas and Nebraska plate blocks, pricing them both
in good average condition and fine condition:
KANSAS NEBRASKA

Good. Fine Good. Fine

ic 3 . . s
13%e 45 .60 .38 .55
2¢ carmine 1.20 1.50 36 45
3¢ violet . 5.25 6.85 .25 1.75
4¢ brown . 3.40 450 1.7 225
5¢ blue .. 1.75 235 2.00 2.50
6c orange 4.00 b5.35 6.00 8.00
7c¢ black 2.7 4.0 3.8 5.00
8c olive 5 ....18.00 22.00 425 b5.75
A o0 et xS Rt L e L A Yol o B0 e e i) o 2.00 2.50 9.25 1250
100, OFRTIZE - ot sty SRTaeic s s x o ave a:oiolotakain e nre s (oisTalnto s/ ool aivial 4.50 6.00 16.00 21.50

Special price on the both sets, complete, in blocks of four, in good .average condition, $80.00.

OCCUPATION STAMPS, ALLIED MILITARY POSTAGE
for use in Italy, consists of the 15x, 25x, 30x, 50x and 60 centesimi, and 1, 2, 5, and 10 lire.
They are for the most part quite poorly centered. A limited supply enables us to offer the
complete set, in mint condition, average centering, at the very low price of §1.28, post free;

blocks of 4, $5.00.
WANTED TO BUY

Duck Stamps — Anything, particularly RW1, RW5, and RW6. U.S. Zeppelins — Unused

particularly.
Kansas and Nebraskas — Unused and used.

HOW ABOUT A BOND FOR CHRISTMAS? 5

We offer five different beautiful engraved large old Railroad bonds, mostly with interest
coupons attached, and with one or more stamps to each bond, face value $3,600.00 (Cat."
$31.50), for $5.25, post free.

STANLEY GIBBONS INC., 38 (M) Park Row, New York, 7, N. Y. A
MEKEEL’S WEEKLY Page 403



Approval Selections

We have a splendid series of Approval
Books arranged alphabetically. Thousands
of those medium prlced hard to get items
which are never found in the average selec-
tion. All priced very reasonably. We will
gladly send a selection on request. Please
enclose reference.

MAX F. BIER CO. A

Box 14 Staten Island, N. Y.

AMERICA’S

LARGEST CATALOG OF SETS

1944 EDITION
(ILLUSTRATED, 196 PAGES)

New Issues to June, 1944

Miniature sheets compl.

Airmails compl.,, used and un-
used

Semi-Postals — almost compl.

Commemoratives — almost epl.

Brit. Jubilees, Coronations, epl.

rit., French, Dutch, ete., Cols.

Regular issues 19th and 20th
Century

General Collections

Packets by countries, ete.

 Albums, catalogs, etc.
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Sent FREE only on receipt of 10 cents
(Canada 15¢) to cover forwarding
charges. (Deductible from your first
purchase of $1.00 or more.)

NEW YORK STAMP CO0., INC.

559 Fifth Avenue f[eow?2

New York, 17 NEW YORK

U s HANDSTAMPED REVENUES
R\O . Rb4e .50 R8BE ot 70,
RilZe ..1.“() R71C oo 45 R106 15
R28c¢ . ..1.40 RT6¢ ., . .30 R116 ...3.10
R3¢ o «- -0, Rl . -2.19 R138 ...1.40
R41e .. .1.50 R82¢ ... These are

RiAT¢ .60 R88C:| ..., .7 all very fine

R. J. LEWINSON co. ﬁ

525 West End Ave.,, New York 24,

MINT NEW ISSUES 1!
SENT ON APPROVAL MONTHLY
Brazil. Chamber of Comm., 40¢..(1) .04

Colombia, Murillo Toro, 5¢ ..... (1) .06
Haiti, War Victims Relief ...... (4) .08
Hnn(lux as, Agric. School Air ....(1) .16
New Zealand, F. D. Cover, 1 A2
Russia, Civil War Heroes ....... 3) .33
Russia, Patriotic Heroes (used .36) (3) .52
CO-OP STAMP CO. Carthage, Mo.

Collect - USed Blocks

and start with the justly famous

“40 for $4”
all different! all commemos!
ALL SUPERB! !

Contains  such items as: 3J¢ Famous
American, 7¢ Ricent, de Kozzy, 4¢ Army-
Navy, 12¢ Tivex pane plus 35 more. You'll
be delighted!

Thousand sold — not one returned.

WILLIAM T. ADAMS

Box 1104 San Jose, 8, Calif.

EMCO MONTHLY JOURNAL

Interesting Stamp Articles — Origi-
nal Information on Counterfeits and
Varieties. Don't Miss A Copy.

Subscribe Today! 50c A Year.

.SPECIAL!
*CANADA No. MR4B — Very Fine
I’air. Catalogs $30.00. Only $18.00.

1945 APPROVAL BOOKS

We have made up brand new ap-
proval books. They contain medium,
cheap and better-grade stamps at rea-
sonable prices. Ask us to send a book
from your favorite country. If you are
a new customer, give references, and
mention this ad. We willegive yvou a
fno one year's quh%cription to our
‘Emco Monthly Journal™

MARKS STAMP CO. LIMITED

258 College Street Toronto, Ont.

Page 404

UNITED STATES INVERTED CENTERS
1869 15c, 1901 1c and 4c, 1918 24c¢ Air Post
IN MY JANUARY 16 and 17th SALE
Watch for schedule of Exhibits
You are missing somethiug if you do not receive catalogs of my
MID ATLANTIC STAMP SALES
IFeaturing STAMPS OF THE WORLD

H. A. Robinette, 900 F St., N. W., Washington 4, D. C.

United States Shipmarks

By CrarLEs F. ScHELL, 48 Ash St., Braintree 84, Mass.

( Continued from Page 397) North Carolina
28. STEAMER 5 (S.L.; 1846-47) Beaufort
a. STEAMER 10 (S.L.; <1846-47) 1, SSHIP (5. L. 1839)
29, STEAM SHIP (2 Lines; 25x16; Wilmington
1850-70) 2 SHIP (S.L.: 21x3: - 16
30. N. YORK * STEAMSHIP * (C; SRR ol i e

1852-70) .
31, N. Y. STEAMSHIP (C; 1852-70) .. . . Ohio
32, N. Y. STEAMSHIP *.100* (€25 Cmcmnavtl
1850-60) i STTEAM (S e tas=ess Ridcik dBlue,
33. NEW YORK SHIP LETTER 5 _'Rg‘d: 1828-52)
(C 25; Red; Black; 1860) 2. STEAM 5 (C, Red)
34. NEW-YORK SHIP 5 cts (C 31; Cleveland
1851) 3. STEAMBOAT (S.L.; Black, Blue;
35. NEW YORK SHIP LETTER 4 36-41)
(C 25; 1864-76) . STEAMBOAT (Scroll; Green;
36. Same 6 (1872) 1838)
370 NEW-Y@REK SHIP 6:CTS (€ 25; 5. STEAMBOAT (S.L.; 51x5; Red,
Red; 1867) Black)
38. N.Y. STEAMSHIP 10 (€ 23; Ohio City
1867-72) . STEAMBOAT AT Seralls
30 SN | ORI (0.8, 10 NOBES " & i Seay s e
(C; 24; 1868) Toledo i
40. SHIP (Colorless Letters in long - STEAMBOAT ancy L Croe
octagon; 1869) Sk SRR AARCT g ereany
, ) Blue; 1835-38)

41. PAQUEBOT, (N. ¥.2D Diwv.) (2
Lines; 48x10; 1895)

42. PAQUEBOT, (N. Y.2D Div.) (2 ; Oregon
Lines; 35x9; 1899) Portland
43, l’:\QL'l‘I’O I, NV 21D Div.)s (8 1. STEAMBOAT (S.L.; 25x3)
lines; 3214x9; 1899) 2. PACOQUEBQT (S.L.; 32x5)
4. PAQU hl’Ol (S.L.; 36x3)
45 NC Y B0,  PAQUEBOL (€ 24; Perinsylvania

1905- ) Pi
46, N.Y.P.O. HUD. TERM, STA. Tittsburgh
O UEROT (ot gy T L STEAM, (8.1 Redy 1950)
47. NEW YORK, N.Y. PAQUEBOT Philadelphia
— HUD. TERM. STA (in Grid) 2 4 (1792-98)
(C 26; with Grid; 1915) 3. 4 in circle (1792-98)
8. N.¥.P..0O, PENN, TERM. STA. +. SHIP (S.L.; Red; 1802-07)
PAQUEBOT (C 25; 1915) 5. SHIP (Arc; Red; 1816)
9. NEW YORK, N.Y. PAQUEBOT 6. STEAMBOAT (S.L.; 41x3}%; Ma-

(C 24) genta; 1824-33)
50. NEW YORK, N.Y. PAQUEBOT 7. MAIL ROUTE (S.L.; Red; 1828)
(C 25; and Grid; 1933-current) 8. Full Rigged Ship Picture in Frame
51. NEW YORK, N.Y.—(Machine)— (Blue, Red; 1832-36)

PAQUEBOT in killer bars (Va- 9. Same, smaller (1838)
rious numbers after N.Y.: 1930- 10. SHIP (S.L.; 21x3; Black, Blue;

current) ‘ 1844-48)
Bouabieepsie 11. ,\I’][i_l’1 _(US).L.: 21x5; Black, Blue;
52. STEAMBOAT (S.L.; 28x2%; 15 STEAMSHIP 10 cts (C: 21: 1858-

Brown, Red; 1825) I‘)L AMSEIP t0etsi(0) 215 1555
Sag Harbor 13. PAQUEBOT (S.L.; 35x9%5; Ma-
53. SHIP (S.L.; Black; Red: 1818-46) genta; 1920-40)
Sleateateles 14, PAQUEBOT (S.L.; 39x4; Red;
5. STEAMBOAT (S.L.; Blue; 1848- 1940== " )

49) .

White Hall Rhode Island

55.. STEAM (S.Ly; 1841-43 Bristol :
: '\\'HITI-‘,I‘I.\I,L ‘\“ \‘..’ STEAM 1. SHIP (S.L.; 22x7: Red; 1826-39)
SHIP (Blue; 1850) (Continued on Page 413)

BRITISH SILVER JUBILEES 1935 |

BOUGHT — SOLD — EXCHANGED

WE BUY ANY STAMP ANY COUNTRY
WEBSTER SCHERMERHORN PIKE
317 West 90th St., QH; New York 24, N.Y. |
MEKEEL’S WEEKLY Deec. 25, 1944




U. S. Notes and Comments
(Continued from Page 403)

esting letter three days later, which
we quote. The stamps mentioned are
the perforated series of 1857.

“Philada. May 13th 1861.

A. N. Zeverly Esq.
3rd Assistant Postmaster General
Washington, D. C.
Dear Sir:
Your favor of the 11th inst. is rec’d.
In reply we beg to state that we
have now on hand:

10,950,947 Stamps of 1 cent

39,313,744 3
397,805 5
837’685 ee et Io ce
689,060 i Szl

237365375 S
188,460 (33 (13 30 (3
176’520 ce e 90 ce

Inall 55,290,596 Stamps

We have stopped all our presses and
shall not print any more stamps unless
you should desire a further supply of
any one or more of the denominations,
in which case, by your giving us im-
mediate notice, we will have them
printed.

You ask us to furnish “specimens of
the various ‘forms’ of your (our) ac-
counts of paper and stamps”. As these
“forms” are the result of our expe-
rience for the long period of ten years,
and have "cost us much labor and
thought in perfecting and adapting to
this particular business, you will, we
are sure, excuse us for declining to
give the benefit of all our labor ahd
experience to those who are about to
attempt the performance of the duties
hitherto fulfilled by us.

With the highest appreciation of the
kindness and courtesy which have al-
ways characterized your intercourse
with us both officially and personally
and begging you to be assured of our
most sincere respect and esteem.

We are Resptfly,

Your Obt. Servts.
(Signed) Toppan, Carpenter & Co.”

Merry Christmas

BRnEy

Happy New Pear

ROBERT FULTON STAMP COMPANY

169 High St., Portland 3, Me.

VALUABLE PUBLICATIONS

BRITISH EMPIRE STAMPS

Devoted to one of the most popular of all the special

UNITED STATES, U. S. POSSESSIONS
& BRITISH NORTH AMERICA

Complete except for the great rarities, this 112-page
cutalog, with more than 1,000 illustrations for your con-
venient reference, lists and prices all major varieties of
the countries included. It serves not only as a valuable
check list and guide, but also as a reliable source of supply
for these popular stamps at economical prices. Every col-
lector needs this useful and authoritative catalog. Send
for a copy today if you do not already have one.

Sent for 10c to Cover Mailing

groups, this beautiful illustrated 104-page catalog lists —
from Aden to Zanzibar — the 20th Century Issues of the
British Commonwealth of Nations. So far as we know,
“British Empire Stamps” is the only publication of its
kind in the world: and since it is backed by what we be-
lieve to be the most comprehensive existing stock of Brit-
ish 20th Century issues, we feel certain you will find it
invaluable : both as a reference list, and as a convenient
source of supply — at favorable prices — for these attrac-

tive but none-too-plentiful stamps.

Sent for Only 3c Postage

AIRMAIL STAMPS

“Quite the finest thing in the airmail line to appear in
the U. S. A."—George Van Den Berg. “Best presentation
vet made of the fascinations of collecting airmail stamps.
A must for every collector.”—Stamps Magazine. “One of
the finest volumes. . . . In effect, a complete priced catalog
of the world’s airmail stamps.”—Lion's Weekly Stamp
News. “Attractive prices.”—Camden Courier-Post. “Most
beautiful price list of airmail stamps we have ever seen,
.. . A valuable guide and check list, well worth a dollar.”

Dec. 25, 1944

—Weekly Philatelic Gossip.

Sent for 10c to Cover Mailing

buying

no haggling or delays

of your collection.

IF YOU HAVE STAMPS TO SELL

To replenish our extensive retail stocks we are constantly
at generous prices—collections and accumulations
of postage stamps, provided they are worth® $50 or more. . . .
Our free appraisals. good prices and prompt payments—with
have made us innumerable friends
among collectors with stamps to sell. . . . §
booklet of valuable information, “If You Have Stamps to
Sell,” and read it for your own protection before disposing

Sent Free on Request

Send for our free

H. E. HARRIS & CO.

108 Mass. Ave. - BOSTON, MASS.

Fine Stamps for Discriminating Collectors

THE Broop Prasma Stamp

Mr. James Waldo Fawcett in his
stamp column informs us that “the
long-delayed Red Cross stamp now
finally is ‘up to the President’.”

We trust in designing the stamp the
Post Office has not turned this into a
Red Cross stamp. A Blood Plasma
variety would be more appealing and
we think would better accomplish the
purpose intended — a greater dona-
tion of blood for our forces.

The following stamps were removed
from sale in the Philatelic Agency at
close of business December 2, 1944:
3¢ Statehood Tssue of 1939
3¢ 13th Amendment
5¢ Norway
5¢ France

Issue of 1943
Issue of 1943

MEKEEL’S WEEKLY

All catalog numbers guoted in this pa-
per are those from Socott’s Standard
Postage Stamp Catalogue unless other-
wise specified.

Issue of 1940

TO YOU

from
RAYMOND H. WEILL CO.

TNarmest
Seasonal Greetings

Your Patronage of the past is sincere-
ly appreciated, and we hope to merit
it in the future.

‘RAYMOND H.WEILL CO.

407 ROYAL ST. NEW ORLEANS (I6)
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U. S. SPECIAL OFFERS

(1) 500 U. 8. (100 Var.) 1861-1937 ...... $1.00
(2) 100 U. 8. Commemoratives ........$1.00
Send 3¢ stamp for New U. S. Price List.
CLEVELAND CADY, TENAFLY, N.J.

WE OFFER:

Germany Mint
B169
B177-85 .
B186-87

B198-99
Cash With Order.

Standard American Stamp Co.
2830 North 21st St., ST. LOUIS, 7, MO.

MIXTURES

FOREIGN GOV’'T. Ab. a doz. Europ. coun-
tries and some Dutch Indies. 2 1bs. (ab.
2400) $4.75; 5 lbs. with more variety $12.50.
FOREIGN MISSION. Pretty good and diff.
1 1b. $2.15; 2 1bs. $4.15; 5 1bs. $10.00.
CANADA MIXTURE. Always latest mate-
rial. 1 1b. 95¢; 2 1bs. $1.80; 5 1bs. $4.25.
GT. BRITAIN. New shipment. 2 1bs. $1.00;
5 1bs. $2.25; 10 1bs. $4.25; 25 1bs. $10.00.
PRE-WAR GERMANY MISSION. 1 Ib.
$1.65; 2 1bs. $3.20; 5 1bs. $7.75; 10 1bs. $15.00.
CHILE, ARGENTINE & BRAZIL. 1 Ib.
$2.60; 2 1bs. $5.00; 5 1bs. $12.00. Argentine
alone, 1 1b. $2.25; 2 1bs. $4.40; 5 1bs. $10.75.
PARCEL CARD & M. 0. FORMS from a
doz. Europ. countries. Very interesting. 1
1b. (ab. 140 cards with 350-400 stamps) $1.40;
a 5 1b. lot with more variety $6.75.

U.S. MIXTURE. Same as always. .Just
this one grade. 5 lbs. $2.25; 25 1bs. $11.00.

Postage Always Extra, Please. g

1639 Stout St.,
A- E- PADE Denvgr 2, Colo.

Foreign New Issues

J. Avery WELLs, Editor — Box 30, Jackson Heights, New York.

China — Honan — Provisional
Postage — We chronicle today 20c on
13¢ deep yellow green, A4s (F366).
The overprint is type “ad” above
495 and it is in black.

—Dr. Lloyd S. Ruland.

Cook Islands — Postage — Two
new postage values on paper water-
marked N. Z. and Star are 4p blue and
black, Avarua Harbor, A16; and 6p
orange and black R. M. S. “Monowai”
Al

Postal Fiscal — The ssh green,
New Zealand #AR79, Coat of Arms
PFs, watermarked (N. Z.) Star Mul-
tiple, has been overprinted in red
“COOK ISLANDS”. We understand
that this is to supply a postal need as
these are now used in New Zealand to
supplement regular postage.

—Colonial Stamp Company.

Ecuador — Postage and Air Post
— A series of six stamps, two Postage
and three Air Post, are medium sized
horizontal pictorials showing the Gov-
ernment Palace at Quito. The Postage
values are 1oc green, 3oc blue, the Air
Post values are 3s orange, §s color not

known yet and 10s red. They were is-
sued early this month.

France — Liberation — Com-
memorative Postage — There were is-
sued on November 20th, 1944, seven
stamps which seemed to have been pre-
pared by the Vichy Government, as
they all bear the country name
“FRANCE” in the Vichy manner.

Postage — A horizontal oblong
stamp is the 2.40fr wine red giving us
the interior view of the Abbey Church
of St. Denis with its tombs of the
Kings of France. St. Denis is on the

outskirts of Paris and the stamp hon-
ors its 8th Centenary. Another Com-
memorative Postage value is an upright
stamp, 4fr dark green. It presents a
portrait of Marshall Bugeaud, 1784-
(Continued on Page 409)

347th SALE

Feb.1 & 2, 1945

Mattern — Post, etc.

Vaduz, etc.

DELUXE AUCTION
Superb

United States Collection

OF A RETIRED COLONEL

MAGNIFICENT COLLECTION "'OF ENCASED POSTAGE
U. S. & FOREIGN AIR POST STAMPS and

RARE TRANS-OCEAN FLIGHTS
including De Pinedo — Columbia — Balbo — Lindbergh Autographs — Earhart —

A SUPERB COLLECTION

MINIATURE & SOUVENIR SHEETS

of the World — Used & Unused.
including Wipa — Belgium 1941 Musical Chapel — Czecho-Slovakia — Music Sheets —

Also
FINE GENERAL FOREIGN

Illustrated Catalogue Free on Request

STAMPS

VAHAN MOZIAN INC., 505-5th Ave., New York 17, N.Y.
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President:*W. H. Schulze, 1826 Diversey Parkway, Chicago 14, IlL.
Secretary: Charles C. Kirshbaum, 10 N. Clark St., Chicago 2, Il
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The "“Provisional” Use of United States Stamps
inthe South

By Richard McP Cabeen

Collectorg attach special merit to covers originating in the southern states
between the dates of secessiocn and the establishment of the Confederate Postal system.
Some writers state that such covers show a provisional use of United States stamps
by independent states, if dated before the state joined the Confederacy, or a provisional
Luse by the Confederate States of America, if dated after the state joined.

Those statey may have been independent in local government and later the
Confederacy may have been a foreign country, but between December 20, 1860, and
June 1, 1861, when the Confederate system was started, the United States government
in its postal services recognized no independence but considered the states as simply
unruly and rebellious and did nothing designed to widen the breach. Southern states
though boasting of inderendence made no change in the postal system and when the
mail was late the complaints were made to Washington and not to Montgomery or
to Richmond.

Where before has any government maintained postal service in districts in rebellion
and actually waging war? It was good business for the south to use the United States
postal service as long as possible. Postmasters macde regular reports except in isolated
cases and stamps were supplied on request. During the second week of May, 1861,
stamps to the value of $4,500 were shipped to New Orleans in spite of the faet that
the Republic of Louisiana had seized the mint and custom house on the 31st of January
preceding. During the same week the Charleston postmaster received $1,500 worth of
stamyps although that city at the time prided itself on opening hostilities by firing on
Fort Sumter on April 12th.

No one expected that the postmasters would ever pay for the stamps but the
department had “ an ace in the hole.” Southern postal service was always in the red—
stamp sales never equalled the cost of carrying the mail— and when the break came
contractors on the routes received the usual orders on southern postmasters for money
due them, and the balance were paid by check.

If the rebellious states cr the Confederacy had even changed the title on a
postoffice, and then used United States stamps, there might have been a provisional
use, but as long as they were marked “United States Post Office,” and used regular
forms and cancelling stamps, ete., the mail was regular and not provisional.
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EDITORIAL COLUMN

“When everybody is somebody
Then nobody is anybody.”
Anonymous

Editor: Elmer Stuart
Associate Editor: Willis E. Potier

Terms of Subscription
Free to members of the C.P.S. or 50c¢ per year
otherwise.
All notlces regarding change of address should
be sent to lWillis E. Potter, 125 S. Madison Ave.,
La Grange, Illinois.

Editorial Office: 58 W. Washington
Room 210

EDITORIAL

The C. P. S. News is a club paper with
limited space. We believe that only news
of the Chicago Philatelic Society and
its members should be printed. Long
specialized articles have no place in the
news, as there are many national stamp
journals to carry these, and every mem-
ber subsecribes to one or more of them.

Every member is interested in the
C. P.. S.; if he were not he would not
be a member, and so he likes to hear
about other members and the activities
of the club.

Along this line of thought we will base
our actions as long as we have the plea-
sure of editing the news.

One of the delightful properties of
Stamp collecting is that it is never

exhausted. Even if you specialize in a
certain country there is always some
dim, elusive item, in the shape of some
rare stamp that is wanting to complete
your collection and which you are striv-
ing to obtain.

We have received a copy of The Wash-
ington Post of Sunday May 7, 1944
which contains a very complimentary
article by William M. Stuart on the
C. P. S. College of Philately.

DIGGING INTO THE PAST
By Elmer Stuart

The judges of the Stamp Exhibition
of the Chicago Philatelic Society of 1930
were H. Starr Dickey, Julius M. West-
phal, Ralph Kimble, Elliott Perry and
Julius Loeeffler. This exhibit was held in
the Morrison Hotel.

The fortieth auction sale of the C.P.S.
was held Wednesday and Thursday eve-
nings April 28 and 29, 1897 at the rooms
of the society 838 Marquette Building.
The sale was conducted by Dr. B. A.
Cottlow who was Superintendent of the
auction and sales department. This sale
comprised 545 lots. Copies of the prices
realized could be had for forty cents.
Lot No. 1 consisted of a 10c 1847 fine
red cancellation catalog $4.00. Lot No. 16,
90c 1861 nicely centered catalog $4.00.
Lot No. 54 $3.00 Columbian O. G. cat-
alog $4.00. Lot No. 55, $4.00 Columbian
0. G. catalog $5.00. Lot No. 56 $5.00
Columbian O. G. Catalog $6.00.

Lot No. 132 Confederate 10c¢c frame
line horizontal pair catalog $20.00.

The music for the annual C.P.S. ban-
cret of 1910 at the Boston Oyster House
was furnished complimentary by the
Chicago Crescent Orchestra.

At this ban~uet the members joined
in singing the following songs: “I won-
der who’s kissing her now.” “By the
light of the Silvery Moon.” “Tummy-
Tummy-Tum.” “Cubanola Glide.” “If
Every Moon were honeymoon” and “Next
to your Mother who do you love.”

Some of the exhibitors of the 1930
Exhibition were S. Newbury, Alfred
Lichtenstein, Elliott Perry, A. H. Wil-
helm, Laurence B. Mason, Theodore
Steinway, Charles Lathrop Pack, C. W.
Hennan, Edward Stern and Paul Mac-
Guffin. —

In the minutes of the 681st meeting
May 6, 1915 we read, The Crayon talk
by Mr. Cabeen proved to be a novel
entertainment. (Cont. on pg. 3, Col. 1)
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MORANDUM OF PROGRAMS
July 6th
Mr. Dles Grant, a very well informed
ilatelist of many of his most favorite
untries, will present his specialized
lection of bank note issues of the
nited States. It has been reported that
r. Grant has made a pparticularly care-
1 study of numeral and other cancel-
itions on bank note issues. Knowing
r. Grant for the thoroughness with
hich he does things, we feel very sure
at members will have a real treat in
tore for them on July 6th. A large
jurnout of U. S. specialists is expected
or this meeting.
July 20th

We are particularly happy to an-
unce that Mr, Julius Westfall has
ndly consented to present items of his
ast collection of U. S. Proprietaries at
ar July 20th meeting. Old Timers know
ulius very well and unhesitatingly say
aat his collection is one of the finest
» the country. Mr. Westfall lives on his
istate in the suberbs of the City of
‘oliet and is making this special trip
lo Chicago for the particular benefit of
nembers and friends of the Chicago
Philatelic Society. We urge all members,
whether they have a direct interest in
S Proprietaries or not, to be present
2t this meeting, for an opportunity to
see such fine material is not given to
hem very often.

A number of experts in U. S. Pro-
cietaries, residing in Chicago, are ex-
cted to attend and participate in a
iscussion following the talk by Mr.
EWestfall. Mr. Westfall will be the guest
of the Chicago Philatelic Society for din-
ner preceding the meeting and all are
invited to join. The dinner will be held
in the main dining room of the Atlantic
Hotel at 6:00 P. M.

DIGGING INTO THE PAST
(Continued from page 1)

We have received a note from Mr. C.
D. Reimers, C. P. S. No. 123A stating he
wvas dealing in stamps around 1893 in
Evanston, Illinois and now at Fort
Worth, Texas.

D D050

— Last Call for 1943 Dues —
Those members who have over-
looked paying their dues for last
year please send them in, as the
dead line has been reached and
you are in danger of losing your
membership in this old and
honorable society.

-

C. P. S. NOTES
By Operator 51

There is a rumor going the rounds that
Ben Reeves was seen downtown Satur-
day June 17th.

Mr. B. H. Heide was present at the
June 15th meeting with his usual dona-
tion of cigars and cigarettes which were
enjoyed by all.

Mr. Cyrus F. Adams was present at
the June 15th meeting. We were glad
to see his health improving and hope he
may be able to attend many more meet-
ings.

President Schulze just returned from
a trip to California in time for the
meeting.

Mzr. Thomas A. Mathews will leave
shortly for California on ‘a business trip.

Alfred Diamond was present at the
Board of Directors meeting of June 15th.

The following letter was seen in the

Chicago Tribune:
“Chicago June 1, Today I received the
shock of my life when I went to mail a
package to my boy in service. I needed
20 cents in stamps and was given four
5 cent stamps with the red flag of Al-
bania spread almost across the entire
surface. Just what is this country com-
ing to? Mrs. H. V.”

I just read a letter from Col. McGill
recognizing receipt of C.P.S. Christmas
Greetiings.

His address is changed. Col. W. F.
MecGill, Jr, 363rd Inf., A.P.O. 91, %
Postmaster, New York.

We are always glad to hear from a
member in the armed services.
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RECENT MEETINGS
1373rd MEETING APRIL 18, 1944

BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING

The 1373rd meeting of the Beard of Directors of
the Chicago Philatelic Socicty was called to orde_\.'
by President Schulze at 7:45 P. M. at the Atlantic
Hotel on May 18, 1944.

Absent: Diamond and Steindler.

It was moved, seconded and carried that the
following be elected to membership:

THOMAS A. MATHEW.

JOHN W. BESCH.

W. ARTHUR McKINNEY.

It was moved, seconded and carried that the
following applications be referred to the member-
ship commiitce and posted in the News:

F. R. HAYWORTH

474 Ridgewood
Glen Ellyn, Illinois.
Sponsor: W. E. POTTER.
EDMUND A. ANDREWS
4816 W. Hutchinson.

Sponsor: W. E. POTTER.

It was moved, seconded and carried that the
following bill be paid:

Atlantic Hotel.... $10.00

Mr. Stuart was appointed acting editor with
Potter as his assistant during the temporary re-
lease from his duties of Tony Russo so that he
might devote all of his time to Central Federa-
tion matters.

The meeting adjourned at 8:00 P. M.

Respectfully submitted,
C. C. Kirshbaum, Secretary.

1373rd MEETING APRIL 18, 1944
REGULAR MEETING

The 1373rd regular meeting of the CHICAGO
PHILATELIC SOCIETY was called to order by
President Schulze on May 18, 1944 at the Atlantic
Hotel at 8:25 P. M.

It was moved, seconded and carried that the
minutes of the previous meeting be dispensed
with, There were twenty-one members and nine
visitors present.

Mr. Stuart announced that the meeting of June
1, 1944 will be in honor of the Polonus Philatelic
Society and Jankowski would be the speaker.

The meeting adjourned at 8:35 P. M.

The meeting was then turned over to Elmer
Stuart who introduced Major Max Johl who gave
a very fine talk on Presidential Cancellations
and also exhibited his very fine collection.

Also present at the mecting was Stanley Ash-
brock, one of the honorary members of the society.

Respectfully submitted,
C. C. Kirshbaum, Secretary

1374th MEETING JUNE 1, 1944
BOARD OF DIRECTORS’ MEETING

The 1374th meeting of the Board of Directors
of the CHICAGO PHILATELIC SOCIETY was
called to order by President Schulze on June 1,
1944 at 7:45 P. M. at the Atlantic Hotel.

Absent: Diamond.

It was moved, seconded and carried that the
application of Arthur E. Burke, 139 W. 76th St.,
Sponsor Alfred Diamond, be referred to the mem-
bership ecommittee and posted in the news.

It was moved, seconded and carried that the fi
lowing bills be paid:
C. P. S. NEWS for May .................$16.00
C. P. S. NEWS for June ............... $16.00
It wos moved by Kirshbaum, szconded H Pot
ter and carried that th2 Board recommend
membership that the club hold its annual exhik
tion in the fall.
The meeting adjourned at 8:05 P. M.
Respectfully submitted,
C. C. Kirshbaum, Secretary.

1374th MEETING JUNE 1, 194
REGULAR MEETING

The 1374th regular meeting of the CHICAG!
PHILATELIC SOCIETY was called to order !
President Schulze on June 1, 1944 at 8:20 P. 1
at the Hotzl Atlantie.

There were 23 members and 5 visitors presen

The minutes of the previous meeting were rea
and approved as corrected.

Elmer Stuart announced that the Speaker for
the June 15th meeting would be Charles F. Meroni
who would also present parts of his extensive
collection of the Unitad States Postal Issues.

Mr. Firshbaum reported that the College ha:
been coming along very fine and that the fina
session would be held June 14th.

A letter from the Austin Philatelic Society wa
rcad wherein they accepted the invitation of th
Chicago Philatelic Scciety to participate in th
annual quiz.

It was moved by Stuart, seconded by Steindle
and carried that the recommendation of the Boar
of Directors that the club hold its annual exhibi-
tion in the fall, be approved.

The meeting adjourned at 8:45 P. M.

Mr. Elmer Stuart introduced Mr. Lester Jan
kov.ski, a member of the Polonus Society, wha
save a very interesting talk on the stamps of
Poland.

Respeetfully submitted,
C. C. K.rshbaum, Secretary.

At the June 15th meeting Colonel
Schroeder gave a very interesting tal’
on the U. S. Private Proprietaries ans
also showed part of his large collection

New Applications for Membership
W. Almlof, 216 W. Waller Ave.
Proposed by W. G. Strait.

Ed. L. Meisenbach, 3916 N. Mozart St.

Proposed by W. G. Strait.

Edwin R. Schueler, 4905 N. Albany
Ave.

Proposed by W. G. Strait.

Paul Joseph Surjan, 1101 Marion St.,
Joliet, Illinois.

Proposed by Elmer Stuart.

New Members Admitted
F. M. Hayworth, Edmund A. Andrews,
Arthur A. Burke.
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Fhe Hiongo False Postmark

ON 10 CENT 1869 AND OTHER STAMPS

By Stephen G. Rich, S. P. A. 6280

The title of this article may excite
and vex some who have early U. S.
stamps used at the postal agencies in
Japan in the period of 1869 or 1870
to 1874. However, my purpose is sim-
ply to point out the facts and situa-
tion involved. It would be most
pleasing to have someone more widely
informed, bring in further evidence,
whether it supports or negates the
conclusions here stated.

What is said here has no bearing
upen the postmarks or usage at any
Japanese port except Hiongo (also
spelled Hiogo). Nothing is said or
implied about these. Nor does this
article investigate the well known and
genuine Hiongo U.S. postmark, a sin-
gle circle metal handstamp in block
lettering, with date in center. This
should not be confused with the more
or less similar Japanese rubber hand-
stamp.

Hiongo, a port in Japan. near
Osaka and Kobe, was, relatively to
these towns, far more important
eighty years ago than it now is. It
was then an equal of them in trade
and importance, and perhaps of more
consequence than either of the two
named. The United States maintained
a postal agency of some sort there
from presumably about 1870 until the
discontinuance of all such agencies
of the U. 8. in Japan, at the end of
1874.

For years there have circulated a-
round among stamp people copies of

€3

the 10 cent 1869 stamp off cover,
with a cancellation of a double circle
style, approximately 19 millimeter di-
amter inner circle between 9 and 10
mm. diameter, dateless, and worded
in fairly regularly-made Roman capi-
tals, “HIOGO” above and “JAPAN”
below.

One cover, presumed and even re-
ported to have thig cancellation, was
in the Knapp collection, dispersed in
1941. A photograph of this cover
does not bear out the claim, but
rather indicates that a broad -circle
mark, crudely cut in cork and show-
ing irregularities which at two points
faintly resemble the lotter J and N,
was used. This cover, from Hiongo to
England via the United States, can
hardly be deemed a specimen of the
same cancellation. The writer of the
letter dated it “Hiogo 18 Mch T71”
in one corner of the envelope front.
It bears a pair of the 10 cent 1869
stamps, with no evidence that they
have been illegimately added by any
faker apparent from the photograph.

Illustration 1 shows the postmark
on the off-cover stamps; gllustration
2 that on the Knapp cover.

Illustration 1 is taken from the
magazine Postal Markings, No. 67,
of January 1937, in which this mark
was illustrated ‘among a group of
fake cancellations used by the late
William Hale, a well known counter-
feiter of a previous generation. Im-
prints of his counterfeit cancellers
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were secured when his estate was
being settled, and the Postal Markings
illustration is an unretouched photo
of the imprint. The present picture
is a careful tracing of the picture
in Postal Markings, pieced out from
careful observation of the occasional
off-cover copies seen at stamp exhi-
bitions in collections of choice covers
and pieces.

Indeed, what few pictures, whether
photos or drawings, have appeared
of the supposed genuine postmark,
rather emphasize the agreement with
the chargcteristies of the Hale faking
handstamp.  Letter characteristics
(especially curved J, curved H, nar-
row first O, slightly italic final N in
Japan, curved H, tapering I) place
and extent of ovalization, breaks in
the circles, all agree. Careful check-
ing of pictures not agreeing in all
these points, such as that in Hat-
cher’s article in the 1941 Seventh
American Philatelic Congress book,
shows uniformly that these are not
intended as accurate pictures. They
are either sketches or memory-draw-
ings.

Emphasis is necessary on the fact
that the Knapp cover does not bear
the Hiongo double circle mark at all.
The broad single circle here wused
(illustration 2) seems to be a familiar
cork of the period. I am under the
impression that T have seen it on
San Francisco covers of the Bank
Note period. There is a complete
lack of evidence that this mark was
applied at Hiongo. In fact, the Knapp
cover shows every sign of having been
taken by some trans-pacific passenger
to San Francisco and having been
mailed there.

The Knapp cover demonstrates just
one point. It shows that 10c 1869
stamps presumably were in Hiongo
and as late as March 1871. The date
of establishment of the Hiongo
agency might be thought to have
some bearing on whether such a
condition was possible—but with

S. P. A. JOURNAL

this cover in existance, the need
to explore that ospect of the case
ceases to be in point. Repeated in-
quiries to the proper division of
the Post Office Department at Wash-
ington, by several persons, have
failed to secure any information about
the Hiongo postal agency.

In Postal Markings No. 64, Octo-
ber 1936, this double circle Hiongo
mark is illustrated and reported as
cceurring on not only the 10c 1869 off
cover, but also on the 10c grilled 1867"
(No. 96 of Scott), and the 2¢ and 3Sc
1869. Mr. Jack Goldstein, of the
Navarre Stamp Company, has shown
me, in October 1943, a damaged copy
of the 1 cent 1869 with this same dou-
ble circle cancellation.

The 6 cent 1869 is known with this
cancellation. Two copies showed up
in late 1943: one in lot 583 of Irwin
Heiman’s sale December 15, 1943;
the other as lot 119 of Harmer
Rooke’s sale December 6, 1943.

The 3¢, 15¢, and 24c¢ of 1869, used
together on a cover from Osaka to
Yokohama, with this cancellation,
are reported by Colson in hig 1929
booklet on the Duckwall Collection,
page 28. Date not given.

A similar cover, travelling this
same route exactly, but with the 3¢
only, and this cancellation, is reported
by Colson in the same locus. This
cover, now owned by R. J. Mechin,
has been lent me by courtesy of Mr.
Mechin, and is before me as this arti-
cle is given itg final rewriting. It
is a folded business letter of July
15, 1870, from Osaka to Yokohama,
from one German firm to another,
in German. The Hiongo double circle,
tieing stamp, is the only postal mark
on it. (See Collectors Club Philatelist,
Jan. 1932, page 13.)

The Mechin cover offers the most
damning evidence against the genu-
ineness of cancellation. The strike
is clear enough for ‘all charac-
teristics save the letter J to show
up; the ink has patina or surface
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texture of modern matte-effect prin-
ter’s ink. But the stamp itself is
thinned in the center—showing clear-
ly when the letter is unfolded and
held to the light. The thinning is
exactly the same in size and location
as found on so many stamps that
have been in juniors’ collections in
the days before large and peeling
hinges were used. A rectangular
spot about 5x5 mm. is thinned in the
center. What may be traces of a re-
moved light concellation show on
two or three perf. teeth on the right
edge.

Walter S. Scott has told me in 1943
that he once had a 30 cent 1869, off
paper, with this same cancellation.

The varying rates for covers of
apparently same date and same dis-
tance and route, together with the
fact that unexepected values such as
the 15¢, 24¢, and 30c¢ occur thus post-
marked, points very suspiciously to
the entire lot being the work of one
faker. We do know that William Hale
had the device for faking or counter-
feiting this mark. That he used it
is stated to have been reported by
F. L. Coes with full circumstances,
but the locus has not been found.

Apparently the 10 cent rate was
the correct one for mail from such
outlying postal agencies to the U. S.
in this period. The 20 cent rate on the
Knapp cover also appears to be the
correct one for a letter from San
Francisco to England in this same
period. If any reader ecavils at this
last statement, let him also consider
the probability thatthismay have been
an overweight letter, with double
postage required. The creases on
parts of the Knapp cover seem to
show that it contained a very fat
enclosure.

The gollowing facts seem to me
sufficient to cause a more than rea-
sonable doubt as to the authenticity
of the double circle postmark, read-
ing “HIOGO JAPAN” and attributed
to Hiongo at this period, found mostly
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on 10c 1869 stamps off cover:

1. The fact that it occurs on such
a curious array of stamps: 10c 1867,
le; 2¢, 3¢, 6¢, 10c, 1d5¢, 24c, and 30c
1869, many of which might hardly
have been expected to be used on
mail from Hiongo.

2. The fact that the two known
covers differ so strikingly.

3. The fact that the half dozen
copies of the 10c 1869 with it, which
I have seen, are in no two cases of
the same shade of color. The range
of tints or shades is quite beyond
the variation we find within one sheet
or within one run of printing of the
stamp.

4. The cancelling ink on the Na-
varre Stamp Company’s one cent 1869 .
stamp does not resemble in character,
in surface patina, ete., the inks found
on other 1869 issue cancellations.
I have a strong suspicion that it is,
in fact, black rubber-handstamp ink
of a modern sort. The way in which
it spreads into gobs at certain points
is curiously similar to that found
whenever rubber-handstamp ink is
used with a wood or metal device.
The ink on the Mechin cover and the
two 6c items seen in 1943 does not
resemble that on any 1869 cover in
my own North Jersey cover collection,
but seems to be of a more modern
type. When I did the tracings of
this and other Japan uses of U. S.
stamps from the Hughes collection, in
1936, I did not notice this point,
and in fact was not aware of there
being any question of the authentic-
ity of this mark.

5. The known genuine Hiongo pos-
tal agency cancellation on U. S.
stamps, a large single circle, is a
regular metal device, struck with the
proper ink of the period. It is known
on 1873 Continental Bank Note Com-
pany stamps. It also reads “Hiogo.”
There seems to have been a rubber
handstamp at a still later date, with
this spelling, but used at the Japanese
post office in that city.
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6. Without exception, the stamps
bearing the Hiongo double circle can-
cellation seem to be poorly centered
or damaged copies. This points pretty
definitely to the purchase of poor
condition unused copies by the faker.

My considered judgment is that
the Hiongo double circle on U. S.
stamps is almost surely not a genu-
ine cancellation, but probably always
the work of the late but not lamented
William Hale. We still lack any-
thing to indicate that a real cancel-
lation of this shape and reading
existed. What we have is, therefore,
not a counterfeit, but a fake. I
would be exceedingly glad to have
some informed reader illustrate and
describe, in this magazine, any other
cover with this mark, if it exists.
Such a cover might, of course, itself
be a faker’s product. The various
features of it that would or would
not point to its character as genuine,
might well be emphasized.

The Mechin cover and the Duck-
wall cover with three values of 1869’s
are of course genuine stampless
covers, carried by private messenger
outside the mail, and only the affixing
and cancelling of the stamp is false.
This is the type of illegitimate work
we may expect, if any other cover
turns up and is shown to be bad.

If evidence exists to disprove my
results as herein, its publication
would be most welcome. A strictly
objective presentation, as here at-
tempted.

Unless definite evidence can be
made public that there was a genuine
Hiongo double circle mark, quite clear-
ly all listings of this cancellation
should vanish from the U. S. Cata-
logue. A note that the one formerly
listed is now known to be false, might
well appear at each proper point,
for at least a few editions.
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UNITED STATES
WAR

BONDS
STAMPS

JI1L

New Issues

As Specialists in this field, we
are in a position to offer you
what we honestly believe tobe
the most complete Mint New
Issue Service in the Land.
Your inquiry regarding this
Service will be welcome.

For those who prefer not to
commit themselves to a regu-
lar Service, we issue Bi-
Monthly Bulletins listing the
new arrivals. We will be
pleased to send these to you,
if you will just write and ask
for them.

W. I. SCHIMP 150 E. 18th Street

Brooklyn (26) N.Y.

Not everybody with a dollar
to spare can shoot a gun
{S straight—but everybody can
shoot straight to the bank and
buy War Bonds. Buy your
10% every pay day.

/
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Some Further Information and New Understanding
By Stephen G. Rich
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No. 1 No. 2

In the S.P.A. Journal of February,
1944, an article by me sums up what
I know about U. S. stamps of the
1869 issue and those immediately be-
fore and after, with presumed can-
cellations of “Hiogo, Japan.” Hiongo
was spelled “Hiogo” in those days;
and then was a port of coordinate
rank with Osaka and Kobe. Today it
has been hopelessly overshadowed,
and is in fact, not even a separate
port but quite a subsidiary portion of
Osaka.

In that article, the points made are:

The double circle “HIOGO JAPAN”
cancellation without date, found on
U. S. stamps and on one cover with
U. S. 3¢ 1869, is a fake, the work of
the late William Hale. (Illustration 1)

The famous “Knapp Cover” from
Hiongo with a pair of 10c 1869
stamps, is apparently O. K., but was
not cancelled at Hiongo, does not
bear the Hiongo double circle but a
well known San Francisco killer, and
apparently was not put into the mails
till it reached the U. S. en route to
England. The cancellation is shown
here (Illustration 2).

In the sale of the Gibson cover col-
lection, New York, June 14 and 15,
1944, two of the covers mentioned in
the Febfuary article were among the
pieces sold. The Knapp cover, just
mentioned, was lot No. 454, and went
for $30.00; buyer not known as a deal-
er executed his bid.

No. 3

The other cover is the one “from
Osaka to Yokohama” with the 3¢, 15¢
and 24c 1869 used on it. This now

turns out to be from Hiongo, not

from Osaka, and the date within is
April 11, 1871. This is the cover that
was in the Duckwall collection.

The cancellation on this is neither
the false HIOGO JAPAN double ecir-
cle, nor the circular killer found on
the Knapp cover. It is a cork, as
shown here (Illustration 3). Tieing
two of the stamps to cover, in ad-
dition to the black cork, is one edge
of a red circle postmark, of which
only two poorly struck letters show
on the cover. This pair of letters
might be MA, NA, WA, but are
not definitely identifiable by them-
selves. Another entirely illegible let-
ter shows at some distance from
them, within this mark. Tentatively,
I guess that it is the U. S. “YOKO-
HAMA JAPAN” postmark. The cover
in inscribed “per ‘Oregonian,’” in
manuscript, as part of the address.
Backstamps do not duplicate either
the partial red mark or anything
else on front.

As I examined the cover, its con-
tents did not give any clue as to why
it should have taken 42 cents in post-
age. Holding the piece up to strong
transmitted light did not disclose any
signs of previously-hinged stamps
used for faking.

This cover went for $400.00, a price

“«
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SPECIAL OFFER

USED PRESIDENTIALS — HI-VALUES
$1.00—$2.00—$5.00
Fine copies
ALL THREE FOR 75c¢ Postpaid

— No approvals sent with order —
We can supply all Scott Specialty Albums
at list prices, postpaid with Flags or
Commems.

VISIT US WHEN IN TOWN
PEACHTREE STAMP SHOP

224 PEACHTREE ARCADE
ATLANTA, GEORGIA

SWITZERLAND

OUR SPECIALTY

Large selection of 19th and 20th Century
stamps and covers airmail stamps (paper
varieties); First and Special flights, etc.
Approvals against want lists; references
will be appreciated.

(No price list.)

GUARANTY STAMP CO.

116 Nassau St. New York 7. N. Y.

FAMOUS MIXTURES

Worldwide aceumulations, everything goes in
the bins. No approvals or singles. Only two
kinds. #1, U. S.; #3, All-World Lot, ine. U. S.
Rich in old, new, commems., pictorials, airs, ete.
About 1500, off on paper. Large variety. $1.00
each postpaid.

MISSIONS STAMP OUTLET
Rev. L. Marshall, Mgr., 381 Van Houten St.

Paterson, New Jersey

FRANCE

e
#329 Mint Souvenir Sheet $1.45
— Many Other Bargains —
Want to purchase Mint France
HILLER STAMP COMPANY
1784 W. Grand Blvd. Detroit 8, Mich.
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0 DDs Semi- Postals EN D S Z
MINT
Netherlands Finland
B6-8 J .5
B9-11 . 7
B12-5. ... Al
B16-20 . T
B21-4 ... f
B38-6 ... Al
B70-2 9
B94-7 .6
B98-102 2
B103-7 752
B108-12 .60 =
B118-22 e
B129-33 60 =
B134-8 i
Belgium =
Bl1B2-5 . ¢ 6.00 B70 E
Bi152:30 T g a5 Bil=98 8. =
B156-62 ...12.76 BT3 ... =
B163-5 ... 1.00 B74 =
B166-8 ....... 70 BT5 =
B170-7 ........ .80 BT6 =
B180-7 ....1.85 BT 2
B188-96 ...... 1.30 B78 £

o = bo bo 0 bo 2o & Co o 0o 0o It 0o
SONSHIRSS0XARNDO N

B200-7 ........1.300 B79
B209-13 ..1.35 B80 .........
BT AC2 ORI TO RN SIS T
B222-4 ... 1.35 BS2 ... =
B225-32 ...3.95 B83 ... =
B256-63 ..... 3.80 B84 ... 20
New Zealand Jugo-Slavia
B9-10" ..o s ulbl Bb4-T i .5b
B11 18 B62-b: % vy 1.65
B e 18 B66-9 ... 2.10
B13 J26 BT0-3 ..t LO0 =S
B14-5 .40 BT79-83 1.76 =
B18-9 ..l 18 B84-7 .. 1.30 =
B20-1 15 B107-11 1.355
B22-3 2B E S 1.80:2
Germany Luxemburg =
B49-57 ....16.50 B1-3 ... .35 £
BHI=671 o675 Bld-4 o 40
B69=T8" ......2.60 B15-9 . . .. 95 =
B79-81 ... .30 B25-9 . 60 =
B82-9 ... 90 B30-4 ... 1.20 =
BIS-1012 5 22 U0 B 66T G0l
B107-15 1.80 B79-84 .....1.80:=
B116-7 30 B92-7 ... 8.2b =

All of the above are in fine MINT
condition and are but random items
selected from my stock of Semi-Pos-
tals, Commemorative, Airmail and Pic-
torials of Foreign items.

U. S. and British Colonials are also
available.

I will have -a large variety at my
convention bourse table, and would like
to make your acquaintance.

P. 0. BOX 123
GAYDOS sovosns. wis. . -
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which indicates that quite likely the
buyer was unaware that the cancel-
lation is clearly not done at Hiongo.
It went to an unidentified book bid-
der. The 42-cent rate is still an un-
solved puzzle.

What we now have in the way of
additional not
change the conclusions of the Febru-

information does
ary article. The new knowledge does
set before us these two facts:

First: the 1869 issue stamps were
on hand in the U. S. agencies in Japan
or at least some of them, as late as
April 1871.

Second: There is still no evidence
that any 1869 issue or earlier stamps
were actually cancelled at the Hiongo
agency. The two known covers attri-
buted to Hiongo, both have cancella-
identified with
Hiongo in any way, and one of which

tions definitely not

is clearly a well known one of San
Francisco.

The
change anything previously stated,

new information does not

but merely makes me even more sure
that the “HIOGO JAPAN"” double
circle is a falsification — a forgery
in the real sense: not a counterfeit,
because it does not imitate anything
that existed, but a real fraud.

BRITISH SILVER JUBILEES—If you want to
buy or sell mint Silver Jubilees, send for our
free price list showing prices from which we
will buy or sell at only 10% commission.
Our list is considered the Price Barometer on
this issue.

J. MERRITT BRUNDIGE
369 State Street Albany 6, N. Y.

Ask for our occasional
SSPECIAL OFFERINGS OF
WHOLESALE LOTS
of Used Airmail and Commemoratives
M: AMIEL
20 North Ashland Blvd., Chicago, Il
(Phone SEEley 5263)

B. N. A.

WHOLESALE LIST NO. 23, FREE TO
DEALERS ONLY.

J. N. SISSONS

204 Glenrose Avenue Toronto, Canada

SPECIALTY AUCTIONS
* MONTHLY SALES

Catalog on request

FINE MATERIAL WANTED

~ FERRYMAN g™

INC.
505 5th Ave. NEW YORK 17, N. Y.

Compliments of

THE BIGGEST S.P.A. FAMILY
IN THE WORLD:

MRS. INGEBORG A. HERST,
S.P.A. 9826, Life 117

HERMAN HERST, ]R,,
S.P.A. 7603, Life 116

PATRICIA JUNE HERST,
S.P.A. ] 9760

KENNETH REED HERST,
S.P.A. ] 10419

— All of New York City —
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WRITE FOR OUR FREE BOOKLET

Our booklet “If You Have Stamps to Sell” gives all the
information you need in selling stamps to us . . . Includeg
photographs and testimonials of prominent collectors who
have found our prices and methods so thoroughly satisfactory
that they have been glad to recommend us publicly to othersg

. Our booklet is free on request. Read it, for your own
protection, before you dispose of your stamps !

HARRIS & CO., 108 Mass. Ave., BOSTON
BUYERS OF STAMP COLLECTIONS
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LAURENCE & STRYKER

POSTAGE STAMPS FOR COLLECTORS
7 EAST 42ND STREET
ROBERT LAURENCE NEW YORK 17 N. Y.
S. KELLOGG STRYKER
Sept. 25, 1944,
Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook

434 S. Grand Ave.,
Ft. Thomas, Ky.

Dear Stan:

Can I ask you to do me a favor to tell me how you like the
enclosed cover? It is offered to me, and I have to make my mind
up in a few days as to whether or not I want it. I have examined
it carefully, and it looks all right to me.

If you look intthe Knapp's sale catalogue lot #1449 is very
similar. Don't loose too much time on it, but would appreciate
your telling me if it is good.

With many thanks and kindest regards, I am

Sincerely,
M\J\




XXX XXXXXXXXXXX 100 Henry Court
Sept. 27, 1944.

Mr, Robt, Laurence,
7 Bast 42nd St.,
New York 17, N.Y.

My dear Bob:

Herewith your 12/ 1851 bisect cover. In my opinion, the ’
cover 1s genuine in every respect, because no faker woud
know enough to make an item like this, as T will explain,

In the first place, the New York markings show several things,.
First, that the split was not recognized as paylng the postage
at New York and second, that the letter was a single rate.

Regarding the latter, this 1s important in considering the
possibllity of a substitution.

The officlals of the Vanderbilt Line inslsted that the U, S,
postage be prepaid on all mail accepted by them for transmission
to New York, hence there must have been some .sort of stamps on
this letter. The marking certainly indicates that a bisect was
used and that 1t was not recognized when the letter reached the
Ne¥Y. P,0., as the letter was rated as a ship letter "into New
York" - the rate being New York to West Chester. - unpaid - 5¢
plus 2¢ ship fee, Thus you will note as stated tha e damaged
stamp was not recognized as paying the rate or any part of a rate,

At first’thru error it was rated as 6¢ due, probably by an inex-
perienced clerk, but this was crossed out and mabate of 7¢ marked
as due, : :

Another point is this. On certain trips from S.F. to N.Y. the 12¢
bisects were recognized on mail but a ruling was made and mail by
later trips which had blsects were rated as your cover,

For example, the mail by this particular trip left San Francisco
on the Vanderbilt steamer, the "Brother Jonathan" on Thursday,
September lst , 18563, At Nicaragua a connection was made with

the Atlantic side steamer, the "Northern Light." This ship docked
at New York at 1 A,M, on Sept. 25, 1853, an% mail carried by this
ship was deposited in the N.Y, P.0. on that date, Letters which
had "bisects" were rated as entirely unpaid and were treated as
"Ship Letters. " JIn my record, I have photographs of a number of
covers carried on this trip.

I am enclosing a photograph of a cover in the collection of Harold
Carhart. This cover came to me from a "find" and I passed it on
to Harold: It was never in the hands of any dealer or professional.



#2. Mr. Robt. Laurence, Sept. 27, 1944.

I k¥now positively that this cover was never sub jected to any
monkey-business, In this case, the postal clerks at N.Y. simply
ignored the split. In the case of your cover they were kind
enough to tie the split to the cover,

If you have a copy of Wiltsee's book, "Gold Hush Steamers" you

will find an illustration of a simllar cover on page 332 - cover
#20, This cover has a split but it 1s tled to cover with the two=-
line "Steam - Ship," but the bisect was not recognized as the
letter (to Rochester N.Y.) was rated "Ship 7ets,” the same as yours,

I also refer you to my Une Cent Book, Vol. 2 = page 267, Plg. 51P,

One more point., I have insisted that the rectangular markings, "Via
Nicaragua - Ahead ofthe Mails," were not applied by the Steamship
Company or by any employees of the Company, but rather by individuals
who "collected" mail in San Francisco. Wiltsee, in his writings
claimed the former. The marking on your cover is in Red, whereas

on the Wiltsee cover, the "Via N" is in blue.

It is quite possible that the Nicaragua S5.S.Company, furnished these
handstamps for "Mail Carriers" to put on mail to be sent by the
Nicaragua Route,

I think that you will agree with me that your cover is perfectly
génuine in every respect,

With best of regards, I am

Cordially yours,
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prisoner-of-war covers that took

over forty years to complete.
That any of these covers still exist,
as such, is solely due to two inter-
ventions of fate. I do not know to-
day if the few that still remain were
typical of the many more in the
original find yet they have been ac-
cepted by Hugh Clark as a listing
basis for three new additions to the
1945 editions of his catalog of
“United States Stamps Specialized”
under Confederate States. They are
under catalog numbers 203, 204
and 205, “On Prisoner’s letters.”

One of a boy’s first ambitions
after starting a stamp collection is to
make a great stamp find. I was no
exception when I started ‘“‘saving
stamps” in 1899.

I was given permission to search
an old family trunk which was in
an upstairs room in our stable. It
had excited my curiosity because it
had once belonged to my late foster
grandfather, Joseph L. Parry and
his French wife, and earlier stories
of his life as told to a small child
still lingered in my mind. There
were tales of his experiences as a
gold miner in California in 1849 and
later at Deadwood, Dakota. There
were other stories of how, as a
Union Naval officer in the Civil War,
his ship was wrecked off Cape
Hatteras in the early days of that
conflict; of how he was captured by
the Confederates and confined at
Salisbury, N. C. prison and later
exchanged in the fall of 1862. To
my earlier hope that this trunk
might contain scalps and pistols, a
new thought was now added: “it
might contain stamps.”

The thrill of that search lingers
with me even after 40 years. There
were neither pistols nor scalps, but
there were stamps. Some were on
envelopes with illustrations of sol-
diers and battles, and there were
Confederate stamps on coarse brown
envelopes. The joyful task of yank-
ing off the stamps started then and
there.

Here fate first intervened; for at
this point I was called to the house.
Slamming down the lid of the trunk
over the remaining letters, I left
the stable with my new stamps

THIS is the story of a find of

September 23, 1944 Sfl"amps

m'gi,na/ jincl o/
PRISONER OF WAR COVERS

By FRANK A. HOLLOWBUSH

Figure B

stuffed in a pocket most likely al-
ready bulging with marbles, chew-
ing gum, or the usual treasures that
fill a boy’s pocket.

Later came the disappointing
work of cataloging “the find.” I
used an early 20th-Century edition
of Scott’s catalog. The 1861 “one
centers” cataloged at a few cents
each; the Confederate stamps were
somewhat better, but those 1861
three-cent values were a great dis-
appointment. My “Imperial” stamp
album still lacked any stamp cata-
loging over $5. Because the trunk
held no recognizable treasure I
lost interest in it for several years.

About five years later, I was
searching for an 1861 “three cent
pink” and had an idea that the Parry
trunk might have some “pinks” on
its remaining envelopes. The search
was resumed. It was many years
even after the second search before
I began to appreciate stamps on
original covers. Thus in the search
for those three cent pinks fate again
intervened. This time, for some rea-
son I took out all the remaining
covers and “filed” them in a candy
box, there they remained half for-
gotten, some for around 20 years and
the balance until May, 1944.

Yes, there had been one “Pink.”

T er—

B o
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It later received the valued “O.K.”
of Percy Doane, Elliott Perry, and
George Sloane. Except for this
cover, none of the rest, including
the seven prisoner-of-war letters
herein described, have ever been
shown to any collector. They have
never been out of the possession of
the family. They are to me a “real
find,” and it is hoped that their
description in this article may add
something to the general knowledge
of this branch of philately.

The Prisoner-of-War Covers

These seven covers span the
period between February 18 and
July 29, 1862. The writer believes
that two or three of them are prob-
ably the earliest known prisoners’
letters of the Civil War. Their
philatelic value is further enhanced
by these facts:—(1) None of the
Confederate stamps on them are
cataloged for such usage in either
he 1944 Scott’s United States Spe-
cialized, or in the latest edition

Figure C

Figure D
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(1987) of The Dietz Confederate
States, catalogs. (2) They form a
continuous series of Prisoner-of-War
covers to and from the same prison.
With the exception of one cover (not
illustrated) all are between Salis-
bury, N. C., and Philadelphia, Pa.
Four show the Old Point Comfort,
Va., postmark.

The Postal Service of the Confed-
erate States of America, by August
Dietz, informs us that the southern
postage rate was raised from five
cents to ten cents on July 1, 1862.
Why then does the Confederate rate
on these covers vary between five
and ten cents prior to July 1st? Two
of the covers show no evidence of
examination by censors, the others
show manuscript notations by the
censors.

The remainder of the find, which
consists principally of patriotic cov-
ers, shows Grandfather as Chief En-
gineer of the U.S.S. Huntswville, the
U.S.8. DeSoto, and the U.S.S.
Adela. The earliest of these letters
from him is postmarked, “New York,
Nov. 15, 1862.” Thus his release
from the prison took place sometime
between July 29th and November
15th, 1862. The last war letter is
March, 1864. In the interim he was
based at Key West, Florida.

Two years ago I gave my Con-
federate collection to Mrs. Hollow-
bush,who is a collector, as well as a
Southerner by birth. These “Prison-
er-of-War” covers are now also a
part of her collection.

Descriptions of the Covers

Figure A. From the prisoner at
Salisbury, N. C., to his wife, at

UNITED STATES
MINT BLOCKS OF FOUR

From a magnificent collection of 20th Century mint blocks we offer,
in immaculate condition, the following:

The above material is not to be confused with ordinary offerings.

AT CE - e SR St $200.00
AA70) e L e TR 50.00
SABORE GBS A N 50.00
BTG IS, e Lo = R 100.00
AR e oy i SN 50.00
BEAGRIT. 1L e e 30.00

THE NEWMARK MATERIAL IS BEING PRICED
AND WE WILL OFFER SEVERAL UNUSUAL
ITEMS NEXT WEEK.

FRED E. SRENCO

213 W. Fourth St.

Los Angeles 13, California
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Figure E
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LOOK at the RECORD

Al Smith made that expression famous in politics. And it applies

equally well to stamps. New issues are coming up. Do you know
which are “official?” What they look like? When they came out?
What the designs signify?

Answers to these and similar questions are given every month in

SCOTT’S MONTHLY JOURNAL.

Start your subscription with the September issue. Only $1.00 for

a full yvear of the kind of information you’ll appreciate.

SCOTT STAMP & COIN CO., INC.

1 West 47th Street New York 19, N. Y.

Philadelphia. Endorsed, ‘‘prisoner
of war letter” (ink) at left of the
cover, and pencil dated, “Feb. 5th,
1862.” This is probably the earliest
known date of a Civil War prisoner’s
letter. The wife’s custom was to
note date letters were written.
Further notations are, “Ex 9,”
(ink), and an almost illegible pencil
notation that may be “3 off’s.” A
U. S. 1861 3c rose is tied to the
cover by a black postmark of Old
Point Comfort, Va., Feb. 18, in a
double circle. On the reverse of this
cover there is an ink notation, ox
message, in an unknown hand, pos-
sibly added by someone as the let-
ter passed on its way from the
prison: “Captain Heffer says that
the man that released him released
all of the Salisbury prisoners and
they will be here next week.” Note
that U. S. postage only seems to
have been paid, and that there is a
lapse of nine days between the pen-
ciled notation when the letter was
written, and the Old Point Comfort
postmark.

Another cover, not illustrated, “is
stampless, addressed to “Mr. Joseph
L. Parry, Prisoner of War, Salis-
bury, N. C.,” and franked, “John P.
Vere, M.C.” Black postmark, Wash-
ington, Feb. 21, and blue, Norfolk,
Va., Feb. 27, 1862, also a blue “5,”
handstamped. Pencil notation on re-
verse, ' “March 28th.” (Can this be
the date of its receipt?) This cover
is described because it is believed to
be the second earliest prisoner-of-
war cover known to exist.

Figure B. A stampless cover to
the prisoner from his wife in Phila-
delphia. There is no indication of
the payment of federal postage. The
blue postmark of Norfalk, April 9,
1862, and a blue handstamp, “Paid
5¢” in circle, seem to show payment
of postage only to the Confederate
postal administration. There are
two manuscript notations, one in ink,
“Received Boston 1862,” and the
other in pencil on the reverse, “April

(date of receipt?). Note the
inclusion of the words, “A Prisoner
of War,” in the address.

Figure C. A letter from the pris-
oner at Salisbury to Mrs. Parry, at
Philadelphia. It is the first of the
series to show payment of both
Northern and Southern postage.
Penciled date of the enclosure,
“April 23, 1862.” Two single 5c |
blue Confederates, Scott’s No. 203,
are tied to the cover by black can-
cellation, ““Salisbury, N. C., Apr.
25, 1861.” It is a curious fact that,
the year date of all the Sahsbur
postmarks is shown as “1861,” seem

(Continued on Page 460)
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Prisoner of War Covers
(Continued from Page 448)

ingly evidence that the pestmaster
lacked an “1862” logo. A U. S. 3¢
rose is tied by “0ld Point Comfort,”
postmark dated “May 4,” in black.
This time it took eight days to reach
the Union lines. The cover shows a
manuscript inscription, “prisoner of
war letter,” at the left, and the
censor’s endorsement, “Ex’d,” both
in ink. Had the ravages of war by
late April, 1862, caused the suspen-
sion of the part-way ‘“franking
privilege” of prisoners’ letters, or
was such a termination due to the
lack of a reciprocal courtesy by one
or the other side on incoming prison-
ers’ mail? Incidentally, this is one
of the covers showing my unsuccess-
ful effort long age to yank off a
“Rebel” stamp for that old Imperial
album.

Figure D. Unlike the previous
cover, the Confederate postage on
this letter was only five, not ten,
cents, yet it travelled, like the other,
fiom Salisbury, to Philadelphia. It
also shows that the prisoner pos-
sessed Union stamps, because the
Salisbury postmark of June 25, 1861,
ties both the Confederate 5c¢ blue,
No. 208, and the U. S. 3c rose, No.
65. It is the only postmark on the
latter stamp. Like all the covers
from Salisbury in this lot, it is en-
dorsed “Prisoner of War Letter.”
The enclosure, according to the pen-
- ciled notation, was dated June 14,
1862. Censor’s marking in pencil,
“Ex N K.” On the reverse of this
cover is a blue offset of a Baltimore,
Md. postmark with illegible date.
This offset postmrark, recalling the
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“Received Boston 1862”7 notation
mentioned in connection with the
cover shown in Figure B, prompts
this question: Did some Prisoners-
of-War mail arrive and depart by
designated ships to and from specific
ports?

Figure E. This is a gem, and a
cover that is most likely unique. A
beautiful Confederate, 10c¢ rose,
Scott’s No. 204, is tied by a black,
“Salisbury, N. C.” postmark, dated
July 17, 1861, and adjoining a U. S.
3c dark rose, No. 65, which is tied
with the Old Point Comfort, Va.,
postmark, dated “Jul 29.” The en-
closure was dated July 12, 1862,
showing that it took twelve days to
reach the Union lines. “Ex N K”
was added in ink by the censor. It
is the first prisoner’s letter ever re-
ported showing usage of the Con-
federate 10c rose, an item previously
believed to be non-existent.

Figure F. A letter to Mr. Parry,
from Philadelphia. Note that the
address first included direction,
“Fortress Monroe, via General Dix,”
scratched out somewhere in transit.
The letter was first stamped with a
U. S. 3c rose of 1861, postmarked
Philadelphia in black. Later, a Con-
federate 5c¢ blue London Print was
affixed to the letter, covering the
U. S. stamp and was postmarked,
“Petersburg, Va., July 29,” in blue.
A blue handstamp, “Due 5,” on the
cover indicates the increase in the
rate of Confederate postage from 5c
to 10c, which became effective July
1, 1862. Censorship is shown by the
penciled notation of the examiner,
“Ex,” and again “Ex WHK.” Does
the fact that the Confederate stamp
was so affixed as to nearly obliterate
the Union stamp reflect some of the

increasing bitterness that became
mo