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Hallgren's New Book

All About Stamps. A new book on
philately by Mauritz Hallgren, published
by Alfred A. Knopf, New York City. 248
pages and thirty illustrations. Price $3.00.

N the past ten or fifteen years we

have had numerous books on
stamps and stamp collecting; some
have been good but many have been
quite mediocre. At long last we who
love stamps, have a work for which
we have been waiting, a book by one
who knows his subject in a thorough
manner,

Here we have a serious piece of
research work rather than just an-
other book on the subject of stamps
and stamp collecting, because this
work is precisely what its title states.
It is indeed “All About Stamps™ and
it should be an item in the philatelic
library of every serious devotee of
our avocation.

It is a book not only well adapted
for the enlightenment of the non-col-
lector, but invaluable to the beginner
and a ready reference for the most
advanced type of the class we term
as specialists.

What is this thing we call phila-
tely, and why is this most popular of
all hobbies equally attractive to young

f’, |

e

e . e
and old, poor or rich, regardless of |
class distinction? Mr. Hallgren has
the real answers to these queries in
his book and one who knows nothing
about stamps or stamp collecting will
be convinced after he reads this book
from cover to cover, that philately is
indeed the peer of all hobbies.

The following is a brief resume of
this outstanding piece of research
work:

The urge to collect, Early Posts
in England, the early American
Mails, Rowland Hill and his Re- |
forms, the Penny Black, Early U. S.
Stamps, Stamps of the Lost Cause,
Germany’s Postal Union, Engraving
and Printing, the advent of the stamp
collector, and the birth of philately,
collections of every kind, Technical
Collections, Groups of Countries, Air
Mail, Precancels, Specialism, Famous
Collections, the Incredible Ferrary,
Notable American Philatelists, Valu-
able finds, Pitfalls for the unwary,
the Philatelic Market, Sources of
Supply, Philately as an investment,
Investment versus Speculation, Gov-
ernments as Stamp Merchants, Fakes
and Frauds, Protective Measures, ete.

To my many friends throughout
the country I heartily recommend
this book, in fact take my advice and
obtain a copy, and when anyone in-
quires as to why you collect those
small bits of colored paper, do the
inquirer a favor and loan him this
book and recommend that he read it
from cover to cover.

—STaNLEY B. Asusrooxk, F.R.P.S.L.

WORILD°S LARGEST

list of stamps priced at 1 to 10c each. Contains
many numbers ecataloging 40 and 50c¢ each. Send
for your copy how.

LARGE SELECTIONS
of stamps by eountry priced at 1 to 5c¢ each sent on
approval. Medium and better grade at low prices.
Reference please.

V. HASSELBAUM 218 Elatbush Ave.

Can you afford fo spend
$1. EACH WEEK?

and own a magnificent 10,000 wvar. collec-

. price conservatively estimated at
Only ' 52  payments
s necessary and .the:collection is
red  as you make ‘your ~payments.
Write, for Free. Pamphlet
TATHAM STAMP & COIN CO.
Springfield 65, Mass.

HOW CAN
THE DIFFEREN(
A BUREAU AND A L(

OUR HANDBOOK ANSWERS THIS AND
224 Pages — Price, 50 Ce

For one dollar you can get the Handbook and 200
mailing list to receive T

500 diff. Local Precancels, $3.00

ADOLF
Aﬁ‘.. 30 W. WASHINGTON ST. Est
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“It’s a book I want to pick up and read daily. It is full of
‘meat,’ especially the historical sections. . .. To my mind it
is 2 book every collector interested in stamps should have.”

—H. A. Davis, Secretary, American Philatelic Society
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THEIR HISTORY

and the Art of Collecting Them

“Atlong last we who love stamps have a work for which we
have been waiting, a book by one who knows his subject in
a thorough manner. . . . It should be an item in the phila-
telic library of every serious devotee of our avocation.”

—STANLEY B. ASHBROOK

“Truly an authoritative book; the first which raises phila-
tely to the dignity which it deserves. Mr. Hallgren has
made an unequalled contribution to the literature of stamps
and stamp collecting. Not only is it interesting reading, but
itis a reference work of immeasurable value to every stamp
collector and dealer.” —Y. SoUREN

BORZOI

ALFRED - A - KNOPF PUBLISHER:N-Y-
e e e e e MR G Bt e e O R




One hundred years ago

on May 6, 1840, the world’s first government postage stamp was put on
sale in England. Within two years the first collections were being
formed—but the first forgery had been discovered within four months!
Today there is hardly a nation that does not issue stamps; collecting
has become one of the most wide-spread of hobbies and has given
rise to a business in almost astronomical figures; fakes, frauds, and

forgeries still turn up occasionally.

The story of that century is here told more completely and more
accurately than it has ever been told before. Writing with the
enthusiasm of a true collector, and with the easy pen of the

trained newspaper man, Mr. Hallgren sets forth the whole his-
tory of stamps and philately. He describes how mail was
handled in ancient times, in the Middle Ages, in the years im-
mediately before the Penny Black was introduced in Eng-
land. He shows why postal reform was necessary in prac-
tically every country, how the problem was solved in
England, how other countries followed suit, how they
joined together into the Universal Postal Union, how
stamps are made and used today. He tells of the first
stamp collections, the collecting craze that swept the
world in the 1860’s, the subsequent rise of philately
as a serious and organized hobby. He talks of famous
collectors, of famous stamps, of special issues, of
frauds and doctored stamps, of the philatelic market
of yesterday and today.

Most important, Mr. Hallgren settles once and

for all the old dispute about the origin of the government
stamp. He goes into the story of Rowland Hill; he examines
the Chalmers claim, and the evidence in favor of Whiting and
Knight. He presents all the facts, weighs them against one an-
other, and reaches a conclusion that can scarcely be doubted.

Thirty plates, showing not only dozens of stamps rare and
common but also typical scenes from philatelic history, add
graphic quality to this remarkable book. To everyone it will
prove fascinating reading, full of vivid and amusing sidelights
on a great hobby and a great government enterprise. To ama-
teur and professional collectors it will be a source of informa-
tion and entertainment, and a lastingly valuable work of
reference as indispensable as the standard catalogue.

382 pages, with glossary, index, guide to philatelic litera-
ture, and 3o plates in half-tone. $3.00

Published by ALFRED - A . KNOPF
so1 Madison Avenue, New York City

ALFRED A. KNOPF, Inc.

so1 Madison Avenue

New York City

Gentlemen:

Please send me................. copies of AL, ABOUT STAMPS,
by Mauritz Hallgren, price $3.00.

(] Payment enclosed

NAME ......

ADDRESS

[ Send C.O.D.
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The Urge to Collect: Some Explanations - Stamps in History - There is Money
in Stamps

Before the Postage Stamp: Two Remarkable Systems - Early Posts in England -
Decline of the Inland Service «+ The American Mails

Rowland Hill: When Postage was a Luxury - The Hill Plan - The Plan Adopted -

Postlude

The First Postage Stamp: The Penny Black - Fiasco—and Fulfillment - The
Chalmers Claim - Since 1840

Difficulties in the United States: Efforts at Reform - Uniform Postage Attained

Early United States Stamps: The First Government Issues - Stamps of the
Confederacy - The United States Catches Up - Stamps for Many Purposes

In England’s Footsteps: Germany’s Postal Union - Universal Postal Union
The Great Flood: Pictures—and Propaganda

The"Postage Stamp as a Work of Art: Engraving and Printing - Public and
Other Criticism « The Search for Beauty

The Rise of the Collector: The Beginning of Philately - Slow and Painful Growth -
At the Peak of Popularity

Collections of Every Kind: The Air Mail - Technical Collections - Miscellany -
Precancel Collecting - Specialism

Famous Collectors: The Incredible Ferrary - Notable American Philatelists - Royal
Collectors - Public Collections

Stamps of Great Price: Some Valuable Finds - Pitfalls for the Unwary

The Philatelic Market: Sources of Supply - Philately’s Investment - The Rise
in Stamp Prices - Investment versus Speculation - How Stamp Prices are
Made - Market Prospects

Governments as Stamp Merchants: “Farley’s Follies” - Official Promotion and
Manipulation - Feeble Protests from Philately

Fakes and Frauds: Doctored Stamps - The Trade in Fakes - Protective Measures

Mhastialod

BORZOI
ALFRED - A - KNOPF a PUBLISHER:-N-Y-




Oct, 19, 1938,

lir, Mannel Hahn,
545 Lincoln,
Winnetka, Ills,

Dear Mannel:

Everyoonce in a while I get all balled up on some cover
and literally go hayewire, It is rather comforting therefore
to know that others do the same thing at tiwes, as for example,
this cover from Cuba $o Secotland you mention a credit of only
3¢ for the U, S, How you know you didn't mean this, or were you
trying to kid me? The red N,¥Y. on back tells the story, so why
should England be entitled to more than 2" deacrved? All she
performed was her domestic and this was sertainly only 3¢. Now
inasmuch as we were charging her, and :.e was not charging herself
it is only natural to assume the "2¢" was not iish ap-lied but
on this sides So where else but lNew York? The Inglish black one
ghilling two and Bhlf pence shows England collected 29¢ and
credited us what we had charged her, thus she got her domestic,
Looks like we got our 21¢ plus 5¢s The rate to Cuba at this
time was 10¢ 2o how does the 54 fit in? Maybe a ship rate - 8
to Charleston or Philadelphis reyular postage plus 27, Not bad

Did you notice that "ART 2 (?)" on backg Do you know what
that means and whoere applied? I do and I'1l tell you if you want
the dopes If I had two bucks to invest in a stampless cover I'd
buy this because it 1s a neat little rate and item,

I wrote yc¢  several days ago about that Zanzlibar cover and
since then a new idea hasg struck me, The problem is - Why do we find
a variety of rates to Zanzibar in 1868 if ell the covers are
genuine? You will recall rates are known of 45¢ « 727 « 90¢ and 96¢.
Now I think I have the answer and if corréet it really is quite
simple, Stir up that old gray matter and see if you can turn up an
answer, Remember, 1t is very sluple =

Yours ete.,



Iune 10, 1340

Charles James thlhps

By WitLarp O. WyLIE.

In the death of Charles James Phillips
philately has lost one of its most distin-
guished advocates. He was born in
Birmingham, England, May 16, 1863, and
died June 2 at his home 10 W. 86 St. in
New York City.

As a lad of 10 he commenced to col-
lect stamps and at the age of 24 became
a dealer. In 1889 he founded and edited
the “Stamp Advertiser and Auction Rec-
ord”. In 1890 he bought the stamp busi-
ness of the deceased E. S. Gibbons and
operated it as Stanley Gibbons, Ltd., for
about 32 years. He then disposed of his
interest to G. Hamilton Smith and in
1922 took up his residence in New York
City.

In our issue of November 25, 1922, we
announced the arrival of Mr. Phillips in
the United States:—

“It will be interesting news to the en-
tire country that Charles J. Phillips of
London, Eng., has taken up his residence
in New York City. He has sold his in-
terest in Stanley Gibbons, Ltd., and will
engage in business here in the U. S. in
the near future. It will mean much to
American philately to have the benefit of
his virile personality.”

The one who wrote the above lines is
writing this tribute to Mr. Phillips’ long
and useful career. His retirement from
the London firm created a philatelic sen-
sation. For years, according to the British
“Philatelic Magazine”, he had been
dubbed the “Czar of the Strand”. He
brought to the firm a degree of business
acumen such as is seldom met with and
the trade here, indeed philately as a unit,
was enriched by Mr. Phillips’ energy and
ability.

Every volume of Mekeer's from the
day of his arrival in New York until his
death bears evidence of his deep seated
interest in his life pursuit. His writings
cover a wide range of subjects and his
charming personality endeared him tof all
who knew him. :

Mr. Phillips was one of the twenty
original signers on the Roll of Distin-
guished Philatelists and which King
George V was the first to sign. He was
a Governor and Chairman of the Mem-
bership Committee of the Collectors Club,
N. Y. City, also a member of the A. P.
S. His interest in civic matters was evi-
denced by his membership in the New
York Board of Trade and the New York
City Rotary Club.

Surviving Mr. Phillips are his widow,
Mrs. Irene Phillips; two sons, Frank and
Ernest; and a sister, Miss Alxce Phillips
in Sw 1tzer1and Funeral services were held
Wednesday, June 5, at the Frank E.
Campbell Funeral Church, Madison Ave.
and 81st St.

—HReld aFrT———————




The 55th annual convention of the
American Philatelic Society will be held
in Hotel Statler, Buffalo, N. Y., August
12-16. The entire seventeenth floor, com-
_prising 22,000 square feet of space has
been reserved for the exhibition and
bourse. The annual banquet will be held
Thursday evening, August 15.

A record-breaking attendance is ex-
pected due to the fact that 70% of the
A. P. S. membership lives within a day’s
ride by train or auto. The last two annual
meetings have been held at points of great
distance from the center of membership
population—New Orleans and San Fran-
cisco. As a result a vast majority of the
members have not attended a convention
for several years. They will flock to
Buffalo to renew old acquaintances.

Many of the old-timers are planning on
attending the Buffalo meeting. The first
to make reservations at the Statler was
Hiram E. Deats, Flemington, N. J., who
was President of the society in 1904-05,
and whose number in the society is 36.
Another who has signified his intention
of being present is Charles A. Townsend,
Akron, Ohio, No. 190.

Reservations have been made by Mr.
and Mrs. E. C. A. Berger, Mr. and Mrs.
Ralph A. Bernays and family, and Mr.
and Mrs. A. H. Wilhelm, all of Califor-
nia.

C. Albert Perz, Chicago, chairman of
the A. P. S. National Exhibition Com-
mittee, met with Adolph Steeg, local ex-
hibition chairman, in Buffalo, Saturday,
and completed plans for the exhibition.
They announce that one of the features of
the show will be 96 pages from Dr. Car-
roll Chase’s collection of 3c 1851-57 U. S.
on cover—items that have been shown

ABleﬁpalo A. P. S. Convention

previously only at Tipex. Dr. Chase’s en-
try will be non-competitive. Requests for
entry blanks should be sent to Adolph
Steeg, 1048 Genesee Street, Buffalo.

The new A. P. S. medals in gold, sil-
ver and bronze will be awarded for the
first time during this year’s exhibition.
Engraved certificates will also be used.

The John N. Luff awards will be made
for the first time at the Buffalo conven-
tion. The committee making the awards
for distinguished philatelic research and
for exceptional contributions to philately
is composed of Mrs. Eveleen W. Severn,
Richard McP. Cabeen, Bertram W. H.
Poole, William C. Michaels, Harry L.
Lindquist, Rafael D. Alexander and Rob-
son Lowe.

Elliott Perry, one of philately’s finest
s'tudents, will read a paper to the conven-
tion on “Errors in the Catalog”.

Entertainment features during the con-
vention will include a sight-seeing trip to
Niagara Falls with a dinner and dance
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C J Phllhps, hilatelist and Antiquariar
Stamp Dealer, & ,
Is Dead at 77

Leading British Philatelist
in U. S. Since °22; Wrote
Many Articles and Books

Charles James Phillips, stamp
dealer, former owner of Stanley
Gibbons & Co., of London, one of
England’s oldest and largest stamp
firms, died yesterday of a heart at-
tack at his home, 10 West Eighty-
sixth Street, after a long illness. He
was seventy-seven years old.

A prolific author of philatelic and
antiquarian books and magazine
articles, Mr. Phillips began his
career in philately in 1884 in his na-
tive city of Birmingham, England,
as a part-time dealer. Within six
years he had an acquaintance with ;
most of the Important collectors i
throughout the world. He became Charles J. Phillips
owner and managing director of
| Stanley Gibbons & Co. in 1890. A . &

In 1891 he founded the “Phila-
telic Protection Association,” which|.
successfully prosecuted forgers of
rare stamps. In 1804 he bought the
entire postage stamp stock of G.
Hamilton Smith and opened a
second office of Stanley Gibbons in
London. A branch office was opened
in New York at 167 Broadway and
is now at 38 Park Row,

Kings Was His Client L

His clients included King George,
V. Mr. Phillips was chosen one of

the original twenty in the British 1
Roll of Distinguished Philatelists, .
headed by King George V. 7
During his ownership of Stanley
Gibbons & Co., Mr. Phillips wrote K €
many articles on philatelic and 1
antiquarian subjects. As secre- 1€
tary of the Kent Antiquarian Soci- 1
ety, he published a “History of LS

Kentish Homes” and afterward a
two volume history of the Sackville
family, Most of his arficles on
stamps appeared in “Stanley Gib-
bons Monthly Journal,” of which he
was editor,

Mr, Phillips came to the United
States in 1922 with his family, leav- th
ing his nephew, Stanley Phillips, as y t
director of the London company. He I
soon became one of America’s lead- | |
ing dealers. His largest transaction t
here was the handling of the sale |
of the collection of the late Arthur
Hind, Utica textile manufacturer, < |
which brought $680,000. C

Mr. Phillips was active in the )
Collectors’ Club, 22 East Thirty-fifth i
Street. In 1937 he was elected an al
honorary life member of the club. }
In 1939 he received the club’s Award
of Merit gold medal for “outstand-
ing achievement in and service to
philately.” He was a governor of
the club and for several years was
chairman of its membership com-
mittee.

Book on Collecting

After coming to the United States
Mr. Phillips published many price
catalogues and a book, “Stamp Col-
lecting, The King of Hobbies, and
the Hobby of Kings.” He also wrote
biographies of seventy famous phila-
telists in the United States, Europe,
Canada, India and South America.

Mr. Phillips was for many years
a fellow of the- Society of Anti-
quaries, a member of the American
Philatelic Society and an honorary
member of other stamp societies.
He was also a member of the Rotary
Club and the New York Board of
Trade.

Surviving are his wife, Mrs. Irene i
Phillips; two sons, Frank and Ernest jeni
Phillips, and a sister, Miss Alice ol
Phillips, of Switzerland. P

Funeral services will be held at
1 p. m, Wednesday at the Frank E.
.|Campbell Funeral Church, Madison
|Avenue and Eighty-first Street.

{
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AMERICAN PHILATELIC SOCIETY
COLLECTORS CLUB

COMMISSIONS EXECUTED
APPRAISALS

EZRA D. COLE RARE POSTAGE STAMPS
NYACK, N.Y. - - - Telephone Nyack 964

February 14, 1943

Dear Stan,

The "Great" Herman Herst had some 1847 covers
in a sale yesterday and they went thru the roof. 1847s
are reall HOT. Like the boom we had in 20th century in
1929.

You will remember the 30¢Z 1869 cover that Moody
bought in the Emerson Sale. Colson said it was a fake and
you also cought it and it was returned to Dan Kelleher,

I have it now and I am going to put it in my reference
collection but I thought the following might be of interest
to you. Although not an absolutely accurate translation

of the letter it proves the point that the cover is N. G.

Mr. F. A, Héilliere

Sir:

You will have learned from G. A. LeMore Company
that last February the Superior @ourt of the United States had
bonded itself to confirm %%8&Zf the decision of the Springfield
Cpurt rejecting the claim of cotton by said firm. Transferring
said claims to the Bepartment of Foreign Affairs, we habve made
all efforts to solve said claim at great sacrafice. We would have
e preferred if it had been possible for Mr. LelMore to prolong his
| stay in Washington for a few months more. Forced to return here
5 in June, our resources being at an end, he put an agent in his
| place but the effect ¥# in said case changed things so that they

are not the same as when he left. So as to expedite its finish

before the end of the year, or at the latest before MARCH 4, 1869

we would need about 20,000 francs.

etc. etec etc,

Note the date of lilarch 4, 1869 which proves without any doubt
that the letter was written in September 1868. The letter goes on
with further details of the claim and what they propose to do

if he sends the money. By superior court I think they mean
Supreme Court. Suggest you file this translation along with

your Photos and notes on the cover. It might be a good idea

if on all 1869 covers we checked the letters as well as all the
marks and stamps. I'll bet a new hat this is how Colson picks
most of the up for he can read French.

Yours, '////iggi:::;—




) Dear 1
- 'S \ o, -
I am herewith encl 186¢ together
1 naniat s e
, 1 reciate it very

yd) Daniel P, Kelleher

L




Sept. 27, 1938.

Mry Daniel F, Xellgher,
.7 Water St.,
Rooms S503e4
a uOStO;-, 1‘18380

Dear Dan:

Yours of the 22nd onclosing the 30¢ 1869 cover received.
ﬂOff hand, T think the ltem is po*fectly good, but therc are
several p01nts I want to investigate Turther, so I will hold
the cover wntil I can give you a more definite opinion,

With kindest regards,

Cordially Tours,




Galveston, Texas,
June 16, 1938,

Mr. Daniel F. Kelleher,
7 Water Street
Boston, Massachusetts.

Dear Mr. Kelleher:

In your 394th sale on October 19, 1937 I purchased
lot No. 234, a 30¢ 1869 on cover for $295.00, I have since
learned that this is a faked cover, likely having been fixed by
a certain well known counterfeiter in Paris, Evidences of the
fake are that the part of the letter showing the date has been
torn off, Another place on the letter where the date is shown
it is apparent that the 69 has been gone over or made into a
69 from some other date, The last numeral in the original year
date has been erased and the € has been gone over, The New York
paid 6, tying cancellation, is not proper for a 30¢ rate as it
should have shown a 19 instead of a 6, and that part of the
cancellation which ties the stamp appears much fresher than the
rest of the cancellation, There is a question about the small
New Orleans circular cancellation as New Orleans used a large
cancellation at that time, TUnder the circumstances I must request
that you refund the amount which L have paid for this cover, 1
will appreciate your giving this your usuval prompt attention,

Will you please send me an additional one hundred of the
transparent envelope covers such as the one in which this cover is
enclosed along with two additional binders?

Very truly yours,

(signed) W, L, Moody, III
L ]
WLM, I1I/cik
Enc,



Galveston, Texas.
Avgust 1, 1938,

Mr. Daniel F. Kelleher,

7 Water Street
Boston, Massachusetts.

Dear Mr., Kelleher:

Since returning to you the cover purchased in the
Emerson sale with the 30¢ 1869 1 have been wondering if
this really was a faked cover and if Mr, Colson's opinion is the
correct one., If you will, I will appreciate your letting me
know just what you think about it, Mr, Colson seemed to base his
opinion principally on the fact that part of the date on the
letter had been destroyed and that the stemp was tied with a New
York paid 6 cancellation, He belng of the opinion that this paid
6 was wrong.

I am now offered another cover bearing a 30¢ 1869 from
New Orleans to France also tied by a similar New York paid 6
cancellation, and in support of this new cover there is submitted
a cover bearing the identical cancellation except for the date,
but with a 10¢ 1871 tled.

I will appreciate any information you might care to give me
about this, and remain,

Very truly yours,
(signed) W. L, Moody, III

WLM, III/cik




Galveston, Texas.,

August 23, 1938,

Mr. Daniel F, Kelleher
Sargentville, Maine,

Dear Mr, Kelleher:

Thank you very much for your letter of August 6
advising that you will let me hear from you promptly with
reference to the genuiness of the 30¢ 1869 cover in question,
If the genuiness can be well established it 1s a cover that
I would particularly like to have and under those circumstances
would want to re-purchase it if possible.

Confidentially, Mr. Colson was so sure that it was a
faked cover that he promptly advised me to return it and I
would not want it unless satisfied, however, since returning it
I have gotten the idea that perhaps Mr., Colson was mistaken and
I am anxious to know more about it.

With best wishes,
Very truly yours,

(signed) W, L. Moody, LII

WLM,III/cik




Sept, 29, 1938,

Mr, Daniesl F, Kelleher,
7 Viater Sto'
Rooms 505«4
Boston, 88,

Dear Dani

I return herewlth the 30¢ 1869 cover, Ed, Jessup and
Bill Vest wore here on & little visit this weelk end I did not
have time to examine the cover carefully, When I saw this
cover.in the sale it never occurred @b me that there misht be
enything wrong with 16, nor did it sdem possible that it was
not all right when I hastily examined it on receipt several
days agoe ,

Regarding the criticisms made, There is no question
but what the three postuarks are ' 0,K, and are of the period
that thls letter was mailed, that is, in my opinion in September
18684 The red lew York foreign exchange marking is proper and
Andieates a oredit of ¢ to the Frenth Pest 0ffice, Ih ex=
amining -the ceover, you will find there woere of should have heen
three places which indicated the year date,

(1) The date of the letter, Here we find "186" with
.. the lmportant figure torn offy I do not believe this was jJust
a coinciderice, '

» (2) T™he year date in the blue Prench vesaivi s ~Here it
is missing,. but I cannot decide whether it did not pgﬁnt plainly -~
or whebther the important igure was removed, :

{(3) The mavmsgcript nobation of date of letbter, It is
uy opinion that this date was "1868", that the "8" was removed
and the "9" painted in, 1In addition the 6 was gone over, You
will find, I think, that the & and 9 are of a differen’t ink or
paint tham the 1 and 8, Put more convineing is the yellow lines
sti1ll remaining of the figure "8" of the 1868,

: In my opinion this letter was malled in 1868, and T think
" there is 1ittle guestion that the "tie on" is "painted", not

handstanped, It shows every evidence that this was done, &and no
evidente 1t was handetanped, . .

If Colson gtates this cover was made by Zareski, I think
“Colson ig wight becmuse I know of no one in the world who turns
out such clever work, He ssens to rather specialise in the 1869
issue and -I have little doubt there are many prized items in
various prominent collections, which are examples of his work,

o s o liy guess is that Colson based his opinion on the "ie", as
~he is good on such a point, Further, I bave little doubt he noted



‘f-.llrou‘vDaniol.Fo"quhfhezf,. ."’:‘.39771’%3"-29.41938. ihi

o uhg puntod "69" s o ¢ ho oxprossed an op:.nion on the rod Hew York |

_ “he wag simply gueuing;hm of course wrong, because this marking
; : A the type and quding of the blue Frcnph -

. Teeelving is perfectly correct, :
ot THesme :varkings do not no. theu' s'aery u very pla.in. ,?";

I note referenne in the letter (aocond pa.go) to “v&mt ‘
,;nt.erpret as & reference to "March 4th 1869", but with no kmwlodge
© of French I ocannot translate the letter, but I am curious ragu'ﬂmg :

- this and I am making a copy. 1 suggeat you have the letter . - ,

tha lette'n could not b,ave been mailed in Sepb. off 1869
diaagree. AT X : = e
‘ | 1“11:1* kindest regards to both B!.lly and ymzrself, ‘.t am

: Goz-dially yours, ot L

, o B S.--Re arding ‘the painted 1869. I su,_,gest you. hold thia £
tc a. stpong light and look at 1f from the back of the Jaga. gt ¢ -
wager most .any odds that the - "8 will show up vary plain mﬁer a

murtz lamp :
SBE

translated. It may refer t;e the coming 4th of Varch of 3.869.' i .

i 1 wtll apnreciate eo:mhent on any pomw w:lth which you S
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GUARANTEE

Anything not satisfactory for
any reason may be returned
within three days for full
refund of purchase money.

C. Hahn for Stamps !

CHARLESS HAHN

XIX and XX CENTURY
APPROVALS and PACKETS

SCOTT ALBUMS &

P. O. Box 152 CAIALDGS

ELBE ALBUMS &
WINNETKA, ILLINOIS STOCK BOOKS
SARIBO & NARIBO ALBUMS

Suite 10 » 545 Lincoln Avenue

A\

October 5, 1938

PEELABLE HINGES
and all accessories

Stanley B, Ashbrook,
434 South Grand Avenue,
fort homas, Kentucky.

Dear Stanley,

It's really the 6th, but this was in the typewriter from last
night and I'm too tired to tell the diff - anyway. And so, to your extreme-
ly interesting and meaty letter of yesterday:

First, 1 agree heartily in your opinion that the entire mark on
the 30-¢ 1869 cover which we agree on otherwise is probably good but I do not
agree that there were many of such stamps &t one time. My examination of them
leads me to suspect one clerk or desk handled foreizn mail, and that as stamps
wore out, they were replaced., But the fact that the NEW-PAIU-YORK on the dis-
puted cover matches those 1l86early ones of your while the 1869 is a different
one merely strengthens the opinions. I agree that the tie is the bad feature,
and photographing it shows it up for what it is..

something fishy in klsinore, Might
It might,

Re: Knapp Item - Impossible.
it be a good 12 plus 3 comer made "better" by & gratuitous 307

Re: Babcock uover, Again a dusky uongolese in the ligneous accumula-

tion. Markings indicete a 50¢ stamp. Markings indicate a 30¢. Could it have
been a damaged one? Or an 1861l issue as well? They still used the things
in 1869.

Re: Crum Uyver with 5x3 1869. All in order, I wish I might disabuse
all minds of the idea that P,P, means unpaid. We have no record of it ever being
so used. Cat, des mstampilles indicates it is, in every manifestation BPERTXEKYEX
PDRTt/PEYE - meahing Carriage PAID. Because we find it on early unpaid letters,
it is thought to be POUR PAYER - due. But actually it was so uselbecause, like
our 5¢ rate on letters to France and fngland, the local postage was paid to on
board the ship.

In 1869, it was freguently used on incoming letters at Cherbourg and
Havre, Calsis used the P,D. more often. They both meant the same thing in
effect, but the P,D. was usueglly employed on outgoinz meil to signify PAID ALL THE
WAY. Everything on this cover checks in full - amecrican Packet, of course,

Enough for this,
a 90-cent 1869 on cover?

I am returning the covers and file-caklds,
I got a client.

Have you

B s T
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| 5“’”'27 » 1938,

: 45 Lin.oo
e e e wﬂ:h the covers receive& and Twill oply

A marg m detall later, ‘Ede Jessup and Bil1L W@st are. viait:lng

e em.d I haye been ounza busy mzming armmé with tﬂim.

Moo o ‘I'he covers y'du sont o Juat ».:ne tmn I mted to

, aee. atmge about that ved "20", Tan the worlk :

= T ran across certailn things that' Iaad me to belis ,
_.eovers of a certals .period from . £o this coun 3 :

oo Would £ind a "20" mawldng,  This was before T hod evew p&rtimlarly
. pald any @ttention to sueh 2 marking and had no recollestion in fwt

©of 'peeing ones  Your letbter thepsfofe was interesting because i‘b #
.. Seoms We head hoth approached this marking. from oposite ends, - b
- -Jt's a Yomg whtory and I havsn"&* tre time at, the momen’b %q axpla:m

o it m ﬂll do. 86 1&’501’0 3 ; : i

1 ,-‘5 ] »:.,;

&at weqk T wrota you & 1etter in 1; expl ‘__m; but

P tmnge were’ some. painte ‘ﬁha I stj.ll waﬂtsd to clear up ab d:l.d not

"50 1t. : : 2

o

it b;t' trze well Enown ezpurts ﬁcvm East has Mared tha 1tem a fnke. B Ao
+ . The itew i& a folded lobtde with a 307 1868, . The cover is fpom '«
"\ Hew: OPleans to France and the hesding of - the Ybttor has been partly A
torn away but reads, "iiew Orleans, Sent. 186k, 186" The Mo %8 =
“Uinlesings The atamp has a black corke and is tj.ad by the:ved New. -

. York Exchange Postuark, readings "Hew - Paid = York Sept 22 & 6 at -
pottou", It is alse tied by suall bleck Vew Orlisans of Sept,’ 1:81:11.: ‘
It has the Prenech red P.n. The blue French receiving is ecireuldr -
’ 'Mdf gaﬁs,”m‘,&'rs m*xs, at the top and at this bottom is "smv. AH. %

R ke Persefmny I uh:!.nlr the cover is perfectly 0.;2. and 3,; a
: dmbla rate .and that the " 1nuicates twice -the cradit for the
’-—mnch damastic. ST - w3

oS I an mﬂ; eapeeially postea on ’chese ‘exchange psrkim_;a 0" tho :
i ﬁhovt Period and 1 wish you would ‘4ell me il ty alove analysis.

- 1s eorrect, The credit comld Tiot have Deen 6 If the rate was ofher
| thq.u 304 and the Prench regeiving such as 1t 1, -Is thism: eomﬁi
‘other words, had the rate hﬁon 15¢ in no po&aible way © ‘:‘; '
: iuy the ;le%imr was carried, could our credit have baen 6y Ou
‘ ﬂm ‘back of the tm.a lataer 8 a menuser gt rogoipt memopandum .

dmﬁw reads, "letter pr IM sm 1863

% ,.E‘: AR ,"‘13‘(— =

Appsrmw‘mmé nqi %



A ‘#2.‘
ﬁl‘. llannel Hahn - S.th g']’ 1938,

© sampeved with ﬁho 1869 and the eaatorn expert atetod that thn

~ "9" was a substitution for a figure of a different year, I suppose

- by this that it was h&l opinibn that the cover was an oarlier date
that 1869 and that in all probability it originally contained a
‘30¢ 1867 or 1861, I wish you would very ldndly treat this letter
a8 very confidential because in rendering any opinion on this item

X want to be as near right as possible because the expert nsntlonud
above 1is none other than the tamous colson or Boston. :

: The cover was purchased by one of hia wujlth.cltents and
Goison stated engibically that the cover was e fake, was pade by :
the Paris fakir, that it was not used in 1869, that all of the markinga
are wrong and now listen to this one, He staﬁod that the "&" in the
red llew York was altogethen wrong and should have oeen"ls" 3 Did.yuu
ever heay a funnier one thaﬂ-that9 ¢

i T wovuld 1iXe veﬁy mach to show this fellow up and I‘haven't

- had a better opportunity for quite nmome long time, He may knmow Toreign
~ stamps but he den't know U, 5. postal markings and plate varieties,

In spite of ¢his lack of knowledge he doeen't hesitate to go around the
countyy and if he finds where some personsl client of his has paid a
big price. for an item, he calls it a fake, I might add that I had :

: nothinb to do with the gale of this cover and that 1t 'was. merqu sube
mitted to me for my personal opinion. ‘

' Regarding the manuseript 1869 the:9 .of which doea 11ke it hn.
- been reedrawn or re-~Louched in some way. It is possible that some
tanpering was doéne with this 9 but 1t appears to me that 1t was done
rather with the idea to emphasize that the year of use was 1869 rathaw
,than any attenpt teo change the year from & different one, .

. I certainly will apn"eciate an early reply and in return for the
. favor I will send you later a very pgood photograph of the item, , '

Cordially'yours,A




GUARANTEE

i Anything not setisfactory for
any reason may be returned
within three days for full
efund of purchase money.

C. Hahn for Stamps !

CHARLESS HAHN

P. O. Box 152
WINNETKA, ILLINOIS

XIX and XX CENTURY
APPROVALS and PACKETS

SCOTT ALBUMS &
CATALOGS

ELBE ALBUMS &
STOCK BOOKS

SARIBO & NARIBO ALBUMS
PEELABLE HINGES

and all accessories

Suite 10 » 545 Lincoln Avenue

September 28, 1938.

Stanley B. Ashbrook
434 8, Grand Avenue
Fort Thomas, Kentucky

Dear Stan,
Your letter of the 27th in this morning.

Much as 1 should like to show up this particular chap, the evidence is
that the cover is not genuine, and yet I cannot state positively thet it is
not because my evidence ends in 1868 and there may well have been a slight
change in '69.

The point is that a 15¢ marking could either be New York 3 or New York
6, depending on whether it went only as far as England by American packet or
whether it was delivered at a French port by the American packet. In the
former cesse, it was 6; in the latter case, a 3. For a 30¢ rate, the equiva-
lent marking would have been 12 and 6.

Your blue French marking is ambiguous because SERV, AM., could mean either
SFRVICE AMFRICAINE or SERVICE AMBULANT. It is true that AMB. was often used
for AMBULANT, but AlM is used in the same period. If, in this case, the AM.
means Americaine, it can only be a 30¢ stamp. The blue French marking should
have & year date in it. If that is '69, there ' 1s no question about its
genuineness, supposing the tie to be perfect.

Since this is a folded letter, you might weigh it and see if it really
1

is between 4 and & oz. and, themfore, called for the 30¢ rate. In such a
case, there can be no gquestion.

Now, here is the sad part of the evidence. I have record of 7 covers
bearinzg this receiving marking or a similer one with the octagonal center.
One of them is 1863, three are 1864 and three are 1868. oSupposing all of
them to have had 30¢ stamps, they all bear the equivalent of the New-PAID-
York 12. Seven of these were delivered to Southampton by American contract
packets of the German lines, which Were American mail packets - they were
under contract to our P.0.,D. st the time. In four cases the marking is
blue. In three it is red. This seems to be merely a difference of morning
or afternoon, or day and night, as they come almost equally divided between
the two. This particuler marking, incidentally, alsc ccntains a 3, as &
rule. Is it so in the one in guestion?

So, you see, if there were a double rate prior to the end of 1868, at
least, the chances are it went via Englend, and the U.S. paid 12¢ to France,
out of which France defrayed the channel crossing 3¢ and kept 3¢ for local




Se
service,

On the other hand, in 1869 there was & checkup of the contracts, and it
is possible that this steamp was then used for the American delivery at Calais.
In 1869 there was a change in the stamps used by France, and before I can
really hazard a definite opinion, I will have to see the item or the photo-
greph of it.

Personally, if the tie is excellent and the French date is correct, I
would strongly suppose this to be merely a double rate and the markings in
order,

Of course, the eminent dealer in question is nuts as to what the mark-
ings should be, There are only three figures possible - 6, 12 and 24. The
French receivinz mark shows plainly that the 24 is out of the question.
Therefore, it can only be 6 or 12, If I could see the type of French re--

ceiving marking as well as the lettering of it, I might be able to tell with
greater certainty which is more likely to be correct - the 6 or 12, If it
is one certain type, there is smell chance of its being prior to 1869!

I am afraid this is rather an uncertein sort of answer to your very
definite question, but going only by desceription it is pretty hard for
me to guess any closer than this.
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C. Hahn for Stamps !
GUARANTEE XIX and XX CENTURY

thing not setisfactory for CHHRLESS H HHN APPROVALS and PACKETS

SCOTT ALBUMS &

on may be returned
rr‘lmsﬂ:‘reeydays for Ffull P. O. Box 152 ELBE ALBUMS EATALOGS
d of purchase money. WINNETKA, ILLINOIS STOCK BOOKS
SARIBO &« NARIBO ALBUMS
Suite 10 » 545 Lincoln Avenue PEELABLE HINGES

and all accessories
September 29, 1938.

Stanley B. Ashbrook
434 S, Grand Avenue
Fort Thomas, Kentucky

Dear Stan,

Having just finished the letter to you yesterday, I have today received
some more evidence and this time in favor of this cover being real.

As I said, I had no reason to doubt that in '69 they changed the mark-
ing., Today I received a cover with a 30¢ 1869 stamp from New Orleans to
Bordeaux, It is from A, Carier & Co., New Orleans to Messrs. LaPlante,
FPreres at Bordeaux, The front bears a Hew Orleans, June 15 cancellation,
date upside down, by the way, and the New-PAID-York of June 19th, 6¢. Now
this could only have gone by American packet. It has a red PD and the blue
SERV. AM, CALAIS 3 with the ETATS UNIS above, 1lst of July, '69 in the
distinctive type that was put in use in 1869.

I think this proves conclusively that in 1869 this cancellation was
used for mail arriving on American boets and by argument might, therefore,
have been used also on your cover, In fact, it matches exactly, it is the
same year and the same period, the same rate and even a folded letter. I
have given you the names of the correspondents so that you c&n see if it
is out of the same bunch. I have no doubt that this one is genuine.

Thus, after giving your eastern friend a chance to be right in his
declaration of falsity here, I come to the inevitable conclusion that
everything matches on this, as it should, and your cover is probably as
okay as it possibly could be.

I would send you this cover, but it isn't mine and won't ever be. It
was sent to me to be mounted up and I have to hurry now and do it.

Yours sincerely,

2,1’/3

MH:CB



AT

Oct. 1lst, 1938.

Hr. Mannel Hﬁhn ‘ ‘ _
| 545 Lincoln Avn. :
Winnetka, Iils,

Dear Mannalz

' ”hanka very muah for. yours of the 29th wiﬁh the deacrip-
tion of the 30¢ 1869 cover you have, In this letter I onclose
photos of the Emerson cover = print marked "A" is the heading of
the cover, You will note how very auspioious this lookse Print

. *"B" is the receipt notation, - The "6" was painted, that :Lsﬁ it

was retraced, and in my opinion there is neo question an 8" was
erased and & Eginted o subatituted. :

The two nrints of epvers are marked on hack - L rson &nd
former /ishbrock - Note memo re .- the "K" on Imergon cover, Ree
ghrding these miarkings - lew York is in red - "PD" is in red =
New Orleans i6 in black and the Frenthi/in blue, In the I'rench
will note the year dete is illegibles The figure nt left iz a "3"
and the one at right’ is probably a VB I8 thisg marking the same
ag on your GONOPY .7 ol _

In the upper left corner of the staap note trace in black
of ‘a- ciroulac marizing - also same Lraces.on cover #bove stamp and on

gover Lo lel't of stamps,  Can you see these? They do not 1ine up. :
Ta your New Opleans this seme type and do the Ié%ﬁebs maton? &8 your
French this same type with the little star? il fy

You will note this Emerson cover is from a different
corrpspondenee. :

Hote my former cover. Here is a'50¢ rate Put 1t has a |

"London ‘markin . The Prench receiving is not very plain but you will
note "Ped" and "70", also "Calais",  Note the charastsristic curve in

the "K" of "York" The paint job is entively different, It 18 my

. gpinion a 30¢ 1861 or 1867 was pemoved and the 50¢ 1869 substituted,

What is your opinion? I do wish I could get @ photo of your cover,

© XIY11 return it the same day if you will send it down, - How come the

eredit was only 6¢ on mv foruor cover 1f it was open mail via England?







C. Hahn for Stamps !
GUARANTEE XIX and XX CENTURY
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A

October 3, 1938.

Stanley B. Ashbrook
434 S5, Grand Avenue
Fort Thomas, Kentucky

Dear Stan,

Yours of the 1lst. Well, the letter that you sent a tracing of proves
that it is a fact. While I can't make them out exactly, there is no ques-
tion about the first sentence on the one you marked B, and that one gives
it away. The page A says: ™We are forced to say that in June our resources
will be exhausted. Therefore, it is urgent. There are two alternatives,
but the effect is the same and business is just as you left it."

Page B reads: "So that we can bring this to a close before the end of
the year or at the very latest before the first of March, 1869, we will
have to have 20,000 francs. Will you advance us this amount? It is in-
dispensable to allow that one of us, at least, go to Washington and there
apply in person for the final decision.™

So, you see, that this letter, which could hardly have been misdated
in this particular, apparently deals with a claim against the government
emanating from the Civil.War and must have been written in September of
168 because he says they will need the money before the end of the year
or, at the latest, by March 1, 1869!

Having established this, we can look at the marking again, The fake
New York has one very definite point, in addition to those you have noted.
wrhat is, if you draw a line connecting the end of the top serif of the up-
per bar of the K with the end of the serif at the top of the left bar of
the N, it will be tangent to the bottom of the ball of the 6, whereas on
your original cover, to sa&y nothing of several covers of mine, a similar
line, similarly drawn, is tangent to the top of the round part of the 6.
I'his alone would condemn it. #urthermore, a line splitting the Y - a
rather easy line to draw - on the original passes through, if prolonged,
the right hand side of the left hand lez of the N, whereas on the faked
cover it practically bi-sects the N, Likewise, the leg of the K (left hand) -
the vertical one - if prolonged, falls just to the left of the W, pratically
touching the serif on the fake. On the original it falls between the E and
the W, 'These lines are long enough to permit careful measurements. I have
several good tracinzs of undoubted originals, too.

On your cover - that is the one you originally had - I think there is
a very peculiar happening., ‘L'he man put 30¢ on for % oz,, but the evidence
points to the fact that it did not weigh over % o0z. because the rrench stamp
is correct for 7%-grams or é-oz. forwarding charge and evidently New York
weighed it and certified it on the basis of its actual weight! My cover,
which I do not have any more, having returned it to its owner as he was in



2.

a hurry for it which is the only reason I did not send it to you to see,
has a different marking on it. In place of the little star it has the
number of the delivery and a slant following this, <1his marking did not,
so far as I have been able to establish, come in until '69, whereas the
one with the star was used for some time, Probably about '65. further-
more, the word "ETATS™ was spelled out and not abbreviated.









#3 Stanley Ashbrook 11/7-138

&) WESTFIELD |

~ NEW JERSE‘::'

SINCE 1915

that the same system gpplied everywhere. The nobes do read as
tho they might refer only tc Hudson River service and at the
time it did not occur to me that there may have been no closed
pouch centracts on the Hudson River., At the present time I am
not at all certgin there wae anycZosed pouch service there from
1842 until the Hudson River Railroad began carrying the regular
mails,

Closed pouch contracts; the great majority of the contracte
especially on etgge cocaches and "inferior modes" were of this
type. Under the contract the contractor was paid for conveying
mail in closed pouches and the terme of the contract did not pro-
vide payment for conveying looee mail (way letters) or route
agent service, Hence the contractor could claim a fAY fee of 1o
for each loocse letter which he picked up along hie route. The
fee was pald and the WAY letters were postmgrked in the post office
to which the contractor delivered them. The WAY marking showed
that the letter had been handled by a mail contrgctor before it
reached a post office and that the fee had been paid. These loose
letters were not pouched until they reached a post office,

Route Agent Service; 'This service was extended to most of the
more important rsilroad and eteamboat routes. The route agent
travelling with the mail was himself a travelling post office and
he carried the key to some or gll of the mail bags, opened them and
"worked the mail" much as is done on the R.P.O.,s tecday. On certain
routes I believe some "through pouchee" were carried tc the contents
of which the route agent did not have accese, The route agent had
charge of all the bags, saw they were taken on and put off at the
right stope, ete, r10cs8e mail put on the train or boat went teo him
and by him wgs postmgrked with his own postmark, waybilled, and
probably pouched., As this salaried agent of the post office took
charge of such loose mail picked w en route no WAY fee was payable
to a contractor on a route on which a route agent wae carried. On

one of the most important rotites you Will never £ind a R.R. postmark

because it was a closed pouch contract - the railroad refused to
carry route agents with the mail,

Non-centract service; If loose mgil was picked up the steambogt
could collect g 3¢ fee (1c on lLake Erie) for the trouble. Such
letters were rated, postmarked and pouched (if necessary) at the
post office where delivered from the steamer and where the fee was
paid. The STEAM or STEAMBOAT marking indicated how they reached

%he post office where postmarked, and, &n my opinion, this also

indicated the fee. Such boate did not carry open or closed pouches
of the poet office,
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This gives us three kinds ¢f letters other than those
mailed in a post office in the regular way;

(1) non-contract carrier; marked STEAM etc. fee 20
(3) oclosed pouch contract (no route agent), marked Way,
fee lec.
(3) route agent service, postmarked with the name or
number of & railroed or steamboat mail route. No fee,

You will not find closed pouch contracts or service mentioned
in the P.L.& R. becguse this was merely administrative Praciice,
within the control of the P.M.G. Arthur Hall has been digging into
the Railway Mail Service for years, has exammined some of the
original contracts efc, and We rarely run acro€s a cover that does
not agree with a marking showing what the service was. Te have
found a few that do not seem to agree with any data we have. In
time we may find the answer to those also.

The R.P.0.8 bezan in 1864 and gradually the route agent routes
were changed to R.P,0,8 - (most of %hem, but there were consolida-
tions etc, and perhape some discontinuances) - beginning July 1,
1883 they were all R,P.0.8, but "Agt" or R,R, postimarke may be
found later because some of the R.P.0, clerks continued %o use their
old postmgrke, This alone prdvee what the R.P,0,8 succeeded,

R.P.O. service was the direct outgrowth of the route agent
service - not,in my opinion - from the special agente that P.M,G,
srown had for a short time, friend Hahn to the contrary notwith-
standing., Vould anyone guess from reading pages 45 gnd 47 that
route agent service was continucus; that there were some 400 route

agents drawing $300,000 to $300,000 per year in 1857; and that the

few "Bxprese Agents" that cost the P,0. $19,300 per year under
rown were merely for addtional epecial eervice? The baggage-
masters mentioned in the firet par. of page 45 Were not route
agents of the P.0O, - they were employees of the railroads.fzx That
was closed pouch service and the reason Brown could get no reports
from them was because he had no control over them.

It seeme to me that pages 45 and 47 strese a minor part of
the railway mmil service as if that was all of it, The important
part, that gave w8 so many "Rallroad" pos tmgrks, 1isn't mentioned
at all. That is not a true picture, :
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Now to return to the pouched mail, No mail was put into
a pouch unlese it had been postmgrked, either at a post offdce,
or by the route agent, Pouched mail had already been postmarked
and when & pouch got to New Orleans or any other office there
was no reacson to mark it WAY or STEAM, The fact that many letters
to New Orleans. Albany, St, Loule, Cincinnati, Louisville, New
York, Charleston and other porte, which undoubtedly arrived by
steamboat are not mgrked STEAM proves thie,

Conversely, STEAM indicates lcose mail brought by a non-
contract carrier and WAY indicates loose mail brought by a closed
pouch contract carrier. Lherefore unless the P.M,G, had the power
and did alter or abolish the STEAM fee, the word STEAM or STEAMBOAT
indicates a 3¢ fee, in addition to the ordinary postage.

Page 217- "From Steamer Storm"; There is nc positive proof
that either of theee lettere was carried on that boat, If hand-
stamped in advance and handed out as gsked for both of the envel-
cres £fx may have been obtained earlier than the dates shewn and
actually carried by some other boat, You would have to check the
trips to be sure., (I assume the coversto be envelcpes).

Figure 47-J; In nmy opinion whatever steamer carried that
letter was a non-contract boat and STEAM 5 indicatee 5c postage
due, plue 2c steamboat fee,

Figure 47-K; In my opinion whatever steamer carried that
letter was a cloded pouch contract boat and WAY 5 indicates 5c
postage due, prlus lc Way fee.

There was no route aggent on the boat or boate that carried
these letters, It ies possible that both were carried on the Storm
and that this boat changed from non-contrsct tc closed rouch con-
tract service belween the dates of the letters., There could be

many explanationg., The owneryship of the beat ST ek
to owners who had a mf]_ contract, e bca’ may have changed

Similarly the New Orleans lettere you mention@arked STEAM
at Louisville or Cincinnati were brought to those offices from a
non-contrset boat, You do not find WAY or STEAM on the covers
illustrated on pages 326, 237 or with route 7309 becguse that
looge mail wae postmgrked by xz route agents travelling on boate
that had a mail contract,

The Grand qwf and the N.0, & Vicksburg R.M. (a route agent
postmark) on the same cover is extremely unusual., I would suspect



M ¢7 "Closed Pouch Contract"= This was discudﬂea in P;t67#33
| ]{?\J“ﬂ pages 560-561 etc,, and it was intended to convey the impression
| 14 )Y
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the letter was in a pouch tzken on beard at Grand Gulf and when
the route agent opened the pouch and worked this mail he added
his own postmagrk because the Grand Gulf was o fgint, Of cpurse
I am guessing that the letter went from Grand qulf to the boat
and not vice versa. )

Page 333, laet par, above the picture; From the context
my guess would be that poute 7802 wae a closed prouch contrgct,
(lc WAY fee on loose mail picked up en route),

Do you think the STEAM fee was abolished at N,0, from Jan,
1, 1853 to force letter writers uwp the river toc mail their letters
in g poet office or elese on a contract magil beat?

Yes, I know the annual appropriations carried thousande for
i steamboat and way letters etec., but I've never yet been able to
| figure out how much of that was bookkeeping and how much was to
re-imburee postmgsters for fees that were not passed én te addres-
Beece,

| I think it was a De Luxe copy of Volume 2 that I signed with

| a short plessantry. Harry had already eigned the book and also

‘ included a few chcoice words of congratuition, I supposed it had
been gent you before thise,

g Stanley I don't think your argument that unlese there ie an

L extra fee there can be no special service is sound. There was no

) { extra fee for the Chicago Supplementary Mail yet doubtless it wase
a Bervice different from the ordinary. And for yeare New York
business firme sent special messengers to Grand Central atation to
put mail into a special drop there because letters put in that
drop before 3.3C P,M, (or whatever the time was) went out on the
30th century and were in Chicago the next morning., I don't recall

1f Shere Was & special postmark, but even if there was ome, it did

not indicate an extra fee. An ordinary 3c (later 3¢) stamp did the
trick, My notee indicate you are not wholly correct gbout the use
of U,S, Exprese Mail postmgrks in the 185Cs.

I have had a very nice letter from Hghn, He thinks he can

getl some carrier data on St, Louis and I hope he has good luck
trying. The resulte I got were all negative,

Sincizgii:¥<(:22423;




As to the STEHAM and WAY markings, I am going to write to you later.
I do think, however, that we can draw a rather good hard and fast rule
about the use of WAY and STEAM. I think WAY markingzs always emanated
from carriagze on a boat that was in effect & mail carrier along a postal
route, while STEAM was on a boeat alonz a mail route which was not authorized
to carry regular meil, at least on the voyage in which that letter was carried.

I know it is dangerous to make a rule like this, but everything points
to this being & rule. At least, everythinz I have., You may upset it and
I wouldn't be hesrtbroken, but , at present, I e¢linz to this belief.

I knew that I have not yet seen a Cinecinnati, Louisville or 5t. Louis
WAY. I think that the reason for this is perfectly plain for various reasons.
One of which is that ®t. Louis, at least, was not on any contract mail lines
for much of the period. <This is not true of Cincinnati or Louisville, and I
have seen plenty of STEAM'S from the latter place. Probably the only lines
that would have carried WAY mail were those that had on board & postal clerk
who applied the well-known Cincinnati and Louisville Mail Line, and the less
well-known Wheeling, Marietta and Cincinnati Meil Line cancel, ©Since the
contracts were so limited and both boats seemed to carry a mail clerk, probably
the clerk of the boat deputized to handle mail, it would seem there would be
no reason for a WAY marking at these points. DBut this is mere conjecture.



Now: As to STEAM and WAY, I see that I have still to convert you.
Brethren, be seated. Ahem: - -

In the bezinning, there was a WAY marking that signified that the post-
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rider received the letter on his WAY between two post-offices. At first, the
postage wes reckoned as the total distance between the point the rider picked

it up and the ultimate destination, and it was endorsed wAY to explain why it
might bear more postage than a letter from the same P,0, in the same mail (which
was because of the varying distance rates)

Later, a change was made that (1) gave the post-rider a penny and (2) charged
the recipient with this penny and postage was paid from the office of mailing.
This reduced bookkeeping and research in post rates, etc., and still made things
come out pretty even for the P,0.D.

Sieumboats had come into use on rivers, bays, estuaries and the like, and
these waterways were, in the main, declared post-roads. Ther8fore, there
arose two kinds of steamers plying on these waters - nay, three. (1) was the
stmmboat with @ route-2gent aboard, equivalent to the route-agent on a train
and, in effect, a travelling post-office: (2) steamers carrying closed pouches
on contract for a voyage or a season, and equivalent to a post-rider on his coach
or horse, and (3) a stesmer without any mail-connections, eguivalent to @ pedgdlar
or neighbor carrying the letter to town as a favor. Only, in 1851 the govern-
ment made an exception of the stesmer and allowed them 2¢ per letter or packet
carried along a post-road (past severad post-offices, it might be) and =XIBwEEX
deposited in the post-office at the end of the run.

Thus, prior to 1851 (July 1) we have potentially AGENT letters or x«QUTE
letters or STEAMER letters - of which we know the latter only - posted on steamers
with route agents aboard equipped with sorting sacks and cancellers (see TFN YEARS
AMONG HE MAIL BAGS) and bearing the 5 and 10 rates; and STEAM 5 and oSTXAM 10
letters brought to the P.0, by steamers not with contracts of any sort and, by
a special article of the Regulations, taxed exactly as if they had been carried
in the mails the full length of their journey, if the river, lake, bay, etc., on
which the steamer travelled had been declared a post-road, Lastly, steamers
carrying mail in closed sacks were entitled to a penny per letter for WAY service,
and we have the WAY 6 snd WAY 11 markings for such.

In 1851, the rates changed, and the Regulations changed with thenr. Under
these, we have three classes: ROUTE markings, for travekling P.0.S, on which
there was no charge: WAY markings on steamers carrying closed mails, on which
the steamer received l¢ and the recipient paid 1l¢ - WAY 1 for prepaid, wAY 6 for
due letters: and STFAM markings, on which the non~-contract steamers received 2¢,
and the postage payer paid an additional 2¢ - either in advance or on delivery
(see LROY markings).

In 1853, there was a change. Presumably, on the basis of evidence before
us, it took place on Jenuary 1., ‘he reason is plain. "{{hy," said Buchanon,
Garroll & Co.,"™should we pay 5 cents for a letter from Thibidoux if the first
steamer is the Natchez, with @ route agent aboard; 6 cents if the first steamer
is a contract-mail ste mer without an agent and 7¢ if the steamer is a non-
mail ecerrying steamer? Wihy, in the name of common-sense, shouldn't the P,0.D,
méke its arrangements so @ letter costs us 5S¢ in any and all cases?"

Therefors, another system set in. Letters were eitherprepaid or not. If
prepaid, the recipient paid nauzht, if unpaid, he paid 5¢ per single rate. But
» the post-office continued to stamp the letters - rOUTE; WAY or STEAM, because
the happy boat owner received nothing if he carried a route agenk, l¢g per letter
if he carried mails in closed pouches and 2¢ per letter if he had no contract
with the P.0.D. ‘t'hat is why (see your negulations of 1854 - I cannot remember
the exact one, but it is there - see the index) the WAY and STEAM markings were
continued, rhey meant nothing to the recipient - but to the P,0,, they indicated
if the letter were a 1l¢ or 2¢ expense for the P.0O.




Page & - 5,B.4,

So, of your two letters, your reasoning that the letters were actually
double weight and only one was paid is cogent: but I fear that the PAID 3 is
a mistake. Here is what might have happened - I don't say that it did,

The letter did not reach a P,0. until it came to new Orleans, rherefore,

the N,0, P,0, is the first that might legally mark it paid. No doubt the
writer mExXeRxIkxam® gave his 3¢ to the clerk of the steamer, who marked it
Paid 3: but the N,0. P.0., refused to acknowledge this unless paid with stamps,.

However, for whatever reason, we have a fact, not a theory to face. The
fact is, they errived with one rate due. The STORM, in February, was not under
contract to carry mail, It received 2¢ for bringing the letter to N,O. Buchan-
op varroll TEEEXYERXIAXYXx paid only 5S¢, but for internal accounting reasons, it
was marked STHAM 5.

By my birthday, April 2, the STORM had a contract - either for the season
or for the one trip. ™Meany single trip contracts were let - or farmed out =-
the contract stezmer busted a paddle or blew up and another was pressed into
service. On that trip, the STORM was carrying mail-bags, She was being
paid for this service. Therefore, instead of the 2¢ she had received on the
previous voyage, the P,0, at N,0, only gave her 1l¢ per letter for the loose
letters., B-C paid only 5¢ - but the letter was stamped WAY 5 for internal P,O.
accounting reasons,

Gosh, Stan - it's in the Regulations, differentiating between STTAM and WAY!
And we have little evidence - I haven't recozgnized any, @s yet - that the xegs
were wrong on it.

I hate to ask this = but can you lend me the Regs of 1852 and 18547 I'll
copy the pertinent paragraphs and return them, extra carefully, in the wink of
a small eye. Ein Kleines Augenblickchen, as the rermans have it.

snough of my usual pedantry. I'll see Paul this week~end, I hope.




¥ v - Dhe B0 my tine being) taken up with Jessup and West I have had
no opportunity to reply to your letter of the 2kst, Vest and Klein are

§x'eat friends and 1 told Bill to suggest to Kleln not.to use the term,
Packet Cancellationas™, DBut st that it would be 0,K, because none of

» the fish who will listen to his paper at New Orleana will Inow the

difference, Reading papers at philatelic conventions is poagitively the

sill:Lest ‘thing in the world that 1a, if the paper has any merit,

i . As an example of what I mean, look up the "Drav‘es paper,
Third Philatelic Congress, Chicago. -

I note your remarks on Stean" ami "Wyl You stated "Prior

to .ml;y' 1, 1851 all letbers marked "Steaun" are "Steam 65" and "Steam
while those marked "Way" are "Way 6" and "Way 11", I think you will'
na that some offices prior tc July 1, 1851, simply uaed ths word .

5
1

M
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"way". I believe the "Way 5" of Baltimore, (1847-1851) meant that the
total to be collected was 6¢, but after July 1, 1851, the fee was
evidently not collected from the addressee, I have seen stampless
covers with this Baltimore "Way 5", (one dated Nov 1851 for exauple)
and also covers of sameé period with 3¢ pald in stamps cancelled by this
merking, Take for example a cover with a strip of three Plate Ome

- Early One Cents tied by this marking and letter dated Oct, 1851, Two

things are possible, i.e.:

21; The fee may have been added,
2) The fee may not have been added,

Surely such letters were "Way" letters and evidently a 1¢ Way
fee was paid, but was the 1¢ collected from the addressee or was it

. oharged up as an expense of the P,0.D,? On the stampless did the "Way
.~ -B" mean that 5¢ postage was to be collected and that the word "Way"
 ~indicated 1¢ in addition was due, or a total of ¢¢? This was the

custon at Mobile, Vicksburg and New Orleans at this period so why not
Baltimore? Or did it mean that the word "Wax; simply denoted source,
this is a fee phld letter? I do not recall "Way markings of Cincinnati,
8t, Louis, or Lounisville ard I wonder why?

Regarding the two terme 'Way" and "Steam", I doubt if we can
apply an iron élad rule to these two narkings so as to put them into
contract and none-contract classes,

I was as careful as I could be in Volume 2 about malking positive
statements regarding the exact status of all "Steam" and "Way" markings.
In my opinion the whole subject needs additional research work, and
such data will not be found in P,M,G, reports or P,L, & R,'sg As near
ag I can figure, we will have to locate speclal ruling made the
Pomcoo

Do you intend to go to the New Orleans Convention? If you go,
I wish you would make some lnquiry @f the N,0,Post Office still has
the P,0, records of the early fifties,

Best regards
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Original Gum
By Epwarp L. Caum.

In MekeeL's for April 15, Elmer W.
Ayer pays his respects to the great god
O. G. The subject has been brought up
rather half-heartedly many times in the
past, but nothing has ever happened.
Nothing ever will happen, either, unless
dealers and cataloguers discontinue the
ancient practice of considering unused
stamps without gum as inferior in quality
and consequently in value to the same va-
rieties with gum as issued.

There is no use in a few collectors tak-
ing the initiative and removing the gum
from unused stamps, so long as those who
set prices continue to ask more for a so-
called mint stamp than for one identical
in all respects save the presence of gum.
The collectors would simply be qhootm"
the resale value of their collections full
of holes. The compilers of catalogues and
the larger dealers hold the key to the sit-
uation. If pressure can be brought to
bear on them to disregard the presence
or absence of gum on an unused stamp,
maybe we could get somewhere. To this
end, a campaign of education is essential.
After all, those who have been cgllecting
for a long time have been thoroughly im-
bued with the doctrine that an unused
stamp without gum, unless it was issued
that way, is at best no better than one
lightly cancelled. This doctrine, falla-
cious as it is, is drilled into the younger
collectors that are coming along all the
time. We know from bitter experience
what the neophytes have not yet had time
to learn, that the retention of the gum on
an unused stamp is an ever-present source
of danger.

Who has not seen stamps that were
ruined by gum cracks, gum stains, paper
deterioration or adhesion with resulting
thin spots? We are taught that a stamp
to be perfect must have a full complement
of perforations, its gum, if unused, its
brilliant color and all the rest. We are
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BELGIUM LUXEMBURG

Want lists filled. Buy now!
1289 Sturl Place,
JOHN H. BEERMAN *** St s 1% +.
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Guaranteed to please — 1857-69 Columbians
and many Commems., Regular Issues,
4 0z., $1.50; Pound, $4.95
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420 Union Nat’l Bank Bldg., Houston, Texas

GREECE

Crete, Epirus, Toni-
an Islands, Collec-
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GREEK STAMPS

Two Rotarian Philatelists

A

Mr. Hahn, author of

MANNEL HAHN

“So You're Col-
lecting Stamps” and a regular contribu-
tor to MEKEELs, is a versatile individual.
Many a person in Winnetka, Ill., will tell
you he is a stamp collector and a Rotarian
—very satisfactory credentials. In fact
we learn by the grape-vine route that on
May 6 Mannel was elected unanimously
District Governor and a delegate to Ha-
vana for the great Rotarian event in June.
Congratulations, Mannel, on which all
who read “Hinges and Tongs” will heart-
ily join.

HARRIE S. MUELLER
Mr. Mueller, president of the Chas. P.

Mueller Floral Co., Wichita, Kans., is
especially interested in Confederate States
and South and Central American stamps.
He has won numerous honors at exhibi-
tions, is a life member of the A. P. S,
also a member of the Collectors Club
.m(] the Chicago and Trans-Mississippi
Philatelic Societies.

Mr. Mueller is very much of a Rotari-
an, His honors as District Governor are
to be supplemented by attendance at the
world conclave of Rotarians at Havana.

left to discover for ourselves that one of
these requirements will in time, and de-
spite the best of care, wreck every mint
stamp in our albums. Why are perfect
mint 0. G. stamps of fifty years ago and
more so rare in comparison with used
copies? One reason, of course, is that
fewer were saved, and another reason;
which any old-time collector or dealer can
check, is that many of those that were
kept were cracked and broken, or stained
and discolored, by the gum.

It is axiomatic that there are two sides
to every argument. Mr. Ayer has ably
stated one side, and there is at least one
other in agreement with him. There are
undoubtedly many others, albeit somewhat
less articulate. Will some one of those
who demand the presence of original gum
explain to the Philistines the reasons
therefor, and show us that these reasons
are of sufficient weight to offset the defi-
nite physical danger to which an unused
stamp is exposed by the retention of its
gum?

A defense of gum is required not a mere
statement of reliance on the status quo,
since potent arguments to the contrary
have been advanced. It should include a
statement as to whether collectors living
where heat, moisture and starch-loving
insects render the attainment of perfection
impractical if not impossible, must be re-
stricted in their collecting to used stamps
and unused stamps of inferior grade, or
whether their unused stamps may be ad-
mitted to equality with those of persons
living in the more temperate regions. It
should not stress as a valid argument any

possible reduction in value of private col-
lections and dealers’ stocks caused by the
elimination of gum, as has been done in
the past. The argument there, is for the
prosecution, not for the defense.

Aside from the reduction in maintain-
ance costs and in loss caused by damage
and deterioration, the values of dealers’
stocks would actually increase, as the
many ‘“‘unused but no gum” copies in
every dealer's stock would automatically
be brought up to parity with his present
mint stamps of like quality otherwise.
The same thing holds good for private
collections. If there were no discrimina-
tion against an unused stamp simply be-
cause some previous owner had taken
steps to preserve it, or because the sacred
gum had caused it to stick to something,
compelling him either to sacrifice the gum
in toto or chance a thin spot (the stamp
could never again be “full O. G.” in any
event), there could be no reduction in
values.

If anyone should experience an uncon-
trollable urge to collect stamps with gum,
advertisements, guarantee marks or any-
thing else on the back, [ am very sure no
one would enjoin him from so doing.
Likewise, I feel that anyone who desires
his stamps free of any or all such acces-
sory equipment should not be penalized
hecause of such desire.

May those heretics amongst us who
hend the knee at the shrine of O. G. only
because we would be heavily discounting
the value of our own property not so to do
be shown wherein we err? Shown where-
in we err, not just told that we do err.






Oct, 11, 1938,

bry W, L, Babeock,

Datrolt, Michs
My dear Doctor:

If you still own that 157 1869 cover bo France
postmarked lNéw York June © (1869) mmy I have a look at 1t?
I hate to bother you in this way and have hesitated to do
go but a look at your cover will be quite helpful,

Cordially yours,




WARREN L.BABCOCK,M.D.
245 WILLIS AVENUE EAST

DETROIT, MICH.

5 1
Oct. 12th,

1938

My, Stanley Ashbrook
434 S, Grand Ave.
Fort Thomes, Ky.

My dear Ashbrook:

Herewith the 15¢, #118, cover

N.Y. to France, dated June 2th, 1862. No hurry

[

ncerely yours,

o}

W. L. Babcock

Fncl. 1 cover, #118.




octo 13' 1958.

Dr. W, L. Babeock,
Detroit, Mieh,

My dear Doctor:

Herewith I return the 15/ 1869 cover with many thanks
for your kindness, ‘

I wanted to see this cover because of the New York
postmark, This is the Exchange accounting mark and indicates
24¢ was eredited to France on this letter., This was either an
error or the original rate was 30¢ and not 15¢,  The Frenech
reselving shows the letterswas earried from N,Y, by a British
Packet, hence under our treaty with France we were only entitled
to 3¢ on a single rate or 67 on a double rate, As this exchange
marking was a bookkeeping credit they were seldom wrong, Even
wéhon erross were made in one office they were corrected in the
othere

For example, if this letter had carried a credit to France
of 24¢, though an error by the lew York office the error would
~eertalinly have been discovered in France and corrected.

If this supposition is correct then there mmst have been
another 15¢ stamp on the letter as the extra rate could only have
been paid by stamps at this time. At any rate the "24" exchange
marking does not tie in with a 15¢ rate because a credit of 24¢
could not be made out of 15¢,

What is your opinion of what actually happened?

With kindest regards,

Cordially yours,




oct, 19, 1938,

Dr. W. L. Babeoek,

245 Willis Ave, E,,
Detroit, lMich,

Dear Doctor:

\ I wish to acknowledge receipt of your letter of the
17th, end have carefully noted your remarks,

The subjsct of Forelgn Rates and Foregign Rate Markings
is indeed a very complicated subject as a whole, but there:
are certain branches of this study which are quite simples .

I note your remark regerding certain markings found on
ecovers to Ingland and you cite a rate 0f 19¢ charged by the
steamshipe I hardly know how to reply to this part of your
letter unless it would be to suggést that you read carefully
my remarks in Volume 2 on Foreign lates, You see our rates to
Toreign countries were fixed in most cases by postal treaties
angd owr first one with (Great Britaln fixed a rate per half ounce
of 247, 4An accounting on each letter was kept in each couniry
and credits and debits of each country were stamped on the
face of the letters. The "19g" for example, on an unpaid letber
to this country clearly showed that England was charging us 19¢
on this letter ~ we to collect 24¢ - pay Epgland 19¢ and keep
5¢. Thus the 197 or any other exchange accounting markings were
debits and credits to each country and not payments to the ships
carrying the mails, Such mail packets were umder coatract to the
Government and wepre pald so much annually, not so much per lettier,

I think eny competent student of this interesting branch

of philately will sgree with me that the "24" on your cover.

clearly indicates that 307 was the original rate on this letter,

If it had only had 15¢ it would have been short pald and so marked,
I have made quite a study of this subject and I do not know of a
single case vhere an error was made in the accounting marking which
was not later corrected,

I have a copy of your artiele in the 0c¢ts 1937 AP, but
up to this time I have not had the time to study it closelys,

Thanks so mich for mention of the manuscript marking of
Route 73500, |

Tith kindest regards,
Cordially yours,
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‘Septemver 13, 1957.

lir.Percy G, Doane,
Fribune Bldg.,
New York, N.Y.
Dear Perey:

Please do not address me as "Mr, Ashbrook." I
always thought we were mach better friends,

Regarding the cover which I am returning herewith,

- Bz, mentioned this item when he was here as a 96¢ rate, but

I do not think he remembered the year or destination, I note
the use 1z  Angust 1868" which is a little late for me to be
much good on the rate, It is just avout all I can do to keep
some track on the rates to 1861, So far as I can see this

~item is perfectly good though I must confess I am not well ine

formed on a 96¢ rate to Zanzibar in that year, My record

shows a rate of 45¢ per } ounce to Great 'ritain, then French
Overland Hail Via Marseilles. I suppese this was over } ounce
but cannot account for the extra 6¢s No doubt there is sone
reason for it and I do not happen teo be informed on the point

in question, I note a memo of & cover in my reference list from
this same correspondence and dated about the same time., This
record reads as follows: :

" m 90/ Rate % 1867
East Coast Africa

Donald W, Tycker = 4/5/-37 submitted a cover (envelope) with

' 907 1861 (single) addressed to Mr, Albert P, Goodlme - Zanzibar -

st Coast Africa - % Dr, Brooks, Seychelle Isles = Stamg of
center - cancel black cork ~ On back in pen is netation "Luis F,
Emilio « San Francisco Aug, 29, 1867 « Alse in black a forwarding
handstamp "Salem? Sep. 24, 1867 Salem Mass.," on fromt "sSalem Sep,
24 Mass" elso in brown Boston Br. Pkt Sep ? Paid.,” This also ties
stamp, Has two red "London J, Paid A’ 5 Oct 67" 1In Red Pencil
"2" also "80" with line below and "2" - In upper left "Per Framch
Steamer Via Marseilles Aden and Seychelles.” :

With every kind wish, believe me
Cordially yours,




' Perey &. Poane
Postage Stampg
P Tribune Building, Petn PBork

L pe 1553,
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September 17, 1937.

M, Percy G. Doane
Teitune S1dg.,
Hew YOrk, HaYe

Dear Percy:

Thanks for yours of the l5th, Foreign rates and
markings are a most intricate study and no one in this
Country has gone into the subject thoroughly, For over a
year I have been doing some work with Mannel Halm on markings
found on mail to France up to 1861, and at times we found the
subject most confusing, HMannel eventually worked the whole
subject out and I believe he has done almost a 1007 perfect
jobe His study will be briefly told in a paper he has pre-
pared to be read before the A,P,S.Congress at Chicago next
monthe , ;

I note you state Knapp has a cover used in 1868,
evidently from this same correspundonce showing a 72¢ rates I
cannot find any record of a 36¢ single rate belore Jan, 1, 1868
 and this is listed to Oden, Arabia, as "To United Kingdou thence
Freneh Overland Mail Via Marseilles," I must confess I do not
understand the Knapp 72¢ rate, The Tucker cover appears to be
more nearly correct - 45/ single rate - 907 double - with an
807 eredit to G. B, and 107 to the U, S (2 X 5).

If the Knapp is a double 72 then it should show a "2"
and o red "62" for 627 British credit leaving 10¢ for the U, S.
However even if correct this does not apply to the cover you
sent me if it was a single 36¢ rate, All we could take would be
5¢ and the red credit to G. B, would have been "31," The rate to
Aden Arabia "Via G, B, and Marseilles" (effective May 15, 1859),
was 39¢ per > oz and 45¢ per % 02, I can find no recoré of any
change made in these rates until Jan, 1, 1869, I noted the red
"1" and surmised this meant a single ra%e, btut such markings were
not always put on mail going via G. Bs I did not know what to
make of the figures that appear to be "26," The cover shows it
went Via Sritish Ship hence all that was due us out of the total
postage paid was 5/ single, or 10¢ double, If this 907 was sube
stituted for a stamp of some other value, all I can say if that
it is a very clever jobe I did notice that the Salem postnmark
tied the 907 rather clumsily - the line over the "m" on the stamp,
is heavy but the continuation of this line on the cover is rather
fine, I intend to look up further data and will let you kmw
if I learn anything of value.

Cordially,



Octoner dth, 1937

Up, Porcy Oy Doamey . =~ . =\
Pribune Bldge,
New York, N.Z.

¥y dear Percy:

 Purther reforring to that 90¢ cover to Zanzibar, I
sent Mannel Hahn s photo of this cover and remmestod him to
ezplain the rates I consider he is the best posted student - . .
“ we have on Freneh Rates and markings of the Pifties end S8ixties. -

Mannel is of the opinion there was originally & 244 .
1861 on thls cover and that this was removed and-a 90¢ stamp: . ¢
substituted. He states there was a 30¢ rate at that time and
the marking in manuscript "Via Marseilles” required an accounting
" to the French P.0s D, in sbite of the fact the letter left this
Country via & British Packet,  The study of Foraign markings and
rates is qulte suvolved and in many cases each cover appears to
be a separate studye Mannel states all that was due us out of
the 30¢ postage paild was 3¢ hence we cred ted France 27¢s The
"S6M and the "1 he elaims denotes Lhis he is at & loss to
explain why this was expressed in a RORY anl® 8. i oS

Y%

The eover‘béﬁrigg‘scﬁ pogtage“tra?elladﬂasvrdilowgz';

(&) Pritish Packet to Southhampton e Sy
- {2) pritish Channel Steamer %o Calais or Cherbourg
(Sg French Train %o yarseille i el O
{4). %  Hediterranean Steamer to Alexandria
25) French Convoy Alexandria to Sues =3

6) British P, & O, Lo Zanzibar,

: The U. 8. « FPrench treaty rate for 3 024 was S0gs . OF
this amount we credited 277 to France, and the French F,0,D. was
supposed to settle with Great Pritain for the Ocean and Chammel — .
gransite, as ell as the P & Oy Mammel states tie credit te C,Be
by France was 9¢ for Ocean and Channel and the P.& 0 12¢s Thislks .
a total of 21¢ leavingFrance and 6¢ for local service and Meds T - . -
Steamers e ‘ : s

A1l mails romted “Via larseilles” were French Mails - the
treaty so provided and it was the duty .of the French to settle 4l
with the British, - : 5 ‘ L i e

He further states it was posd ble to send mall "Yia S
England and ierseilles via the British Mail,” and this accounts for
the mail "Vis Englend" with rates of 394 for the first i oz, and '
45¢ for the % oze Hannel further siates & 2 o%, lotter was 847 and
for 1 0Ze 902; Sure sounds dumb to me but he quoted nts_guthoriby;“

If this letter had been markéd'"viaignglgnﬁvsér,ﬁyih g



October 4th, 1937,

Mr., Percy Ge Doane = #2.

England and Marseills,” it would have gone as a Sritish dispatchs
But marked "Via Marsellle" only it was a French dispatch, All
of which I think proves that 1f Mannel is correct, we can no
longer judge the genuinencss of a cover by its appearsnce, that is
the way the item looks « the way the staups are tied ~ the ink =
the cancellation, etCe : ;
Perspnally I sm inclined to think Mannel is right, bubt.
1 mast confess I am loth to believe that 90¢ stamp was neot actually
used on the covers 2

I wish you would glve me your candid opinion, Such work
is darn dangerous and threatens the whole branch of cover collecting.

Cordially yours,




Percy &. Poane
Postage Stamps
Tritune Building, Petw Bork v 7 7537
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Perey &. Poane
Postage Stamps
@ribune Building, Petw Bork



September 17, 1937.

Hr, Mannel Hahn,-
545 Lincoln Ave,,
Winnetka, Ills,

Dear Mannel:

Herewith the se¢t of photos of the rates from the
1852 P.Le & By I know these will prove of interest to you.

Please note the photo of the cover to Zanzibar
which please return me, It has been suggested a 30 was re=-
moved and the 904 substituted, A cover from this sane :
correspondence, sSame year (1868; is known with a 90¢ paid
rate with a red penecil "2" and "80." Also another is knowm
same correspondence and year with 72¢ postage paid,

This photo shows a red pencil "1" and a red "o (2)
but if the original stamps were 36¢, why 26¢ credit to G,.B,

I trust you can dope this item correctly,. It has
me puzzled.

Cordlally,



' A N = i
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c. hahn for stamps!

suite 10 §45 lincoln  winnetka, illinois
(mail to post-office box 152)

stamps of all countries  accessories
engrossing of albums and mounting of collections a specialty

Septelmber 25, 1937

Dear Stan,
I'1l get right to the heart of things at once:

Under the U,S, France teeaty, which held from 1857 to 1869 without
major change:

Mail addressed to France (from the U.,S.) or to places beyond France
that passed by way of the French transit and sAbkled from Marseille, even if
it went by British packet beyond Suez, was accounted for in the following
manner;- '

If despatched by U.,S. Packet - the U,S.P.0,D, paid to France full
postage less 12¢:

If despatched by French or British packet, the U.S.P.0.D. paid
to France the full postage less 3¢ and if British packet, the ¥rench P,0,D,
gettled with Britain.

If despatched by U.S. packet to Britain, the U.S.,P.0.D. paid France
full postage less 9¢, and France settled with Britain for the channel transit.

Now, on this cover, the ByS. evidently despatched by British Packet
with destination French transit "via Merseille®, which means:
British Packet to Southémpton
British Channel steamer to Calais or Cherbourg,
French train to llarseille
French Mediterrsnean steamer to Alexandria
French convoy Alexandria to Suexz
British P.& O, to <snzibar

The treapy rate for ;-oz. was 30 cents, of which - also established by
the same treaty - 27¢ was payable to Frence, who were supposed to pay for the
ocean and channel transits, also the P, & 0., Suez to lMarseille. Hence, the
marking should have been 27 - and it is 26 and 1., Why this, I cannot say.
However, under the treaty, we were entitled to 3¢ of the amount,

From separate sources, I have learned that the French paid Britain
9¢ for ocean and channel transit and the P & O got 12¢. This leaves 6¢ to
France for local service and Med. steamer - Which is correct.

We credited France - and the letter is properly marked for that (Br. ¢
Transit) because by our treaty, we passed it on to ¥rence for accounting a&s soon
as it went into the mails: theirs was the duty of settling with Brité&n for the
ocean and channel transit. All mails via Marseille were French mails, and we
had no responsibility with Britain over them, °

It was, however, possible to send mail via England and Marseilles via
the British mail, That sounds dumb, but it is true. That accounts for the
mail via England with rates of 39¢ for the first i oz and 45¢ for the 5-oz.
While I do not have figures to hand to quote you authoritatively, I am quite sure
that Z2-0z would have been 84¢ and for 1 oz 90¢! This seems dumb, but it isn't.

=




Page 2 - S,B.4A,

British meils Wwere based on $-o0z or fraction thereof: French on -0z,
If 2 letter were sppcifically routed "yia England and Marseilles"™, it was
necessary to pay 25¢ to England for the first 4-oz or fraction thereof: since
the letter, after arrival in England was & British item for the P, & 0,, that outfit
received 8¢ per %—oz or fraction thereof: The French received 6¢ per quarter ounce,
Hence we have
To Britain French, from Britain P,&0, fro Britain Total

Up to < ounce 25¢ B¢ 8¢ 39¢
2=02 0 £=02 25¢ 12¢ 8¢ 45¢
%—oz to 840z 50¢ 18¢ 18¢ 84y
%-0z to l-o0z 50¢ 24¢ 16¢ 90¢

The trouble with the rates is - but first let me finish this thought: Mails
despatded through rrance via French mails took the French rate established by our
treaty with France regardless of whéther they passed through British territory
and post-offices or not. The BR., TRANSIT marking shows that they were merely
transit items in the British P,0. If they were despatched as British mails,
they based on the British rate - regardless of subsequent passage through France,

The trouble with the rates is that we had three basing rates: French, British
and Hansa, The unit for British and Hansa was iz ounce: for Francegz ounce,
If and when both British and french mails were used, the rate depended upon the
way it were despatched, If this letter had been marked "via England" or "via
England and Marseille", it would have gone as a British despatch, But marked .
*via Mareeille" only, it was a French despatch., Now, our P,0.D. had the treaty
right and duty to despatch to rranch by the first available steamer - which happened
to be British. But none the less, it was a French despatch and French rates applied,
and we accounted for it to France, only, who had their own arrangements with Britain,

Authority: Treaty, or Postal Convention, Signed between the U,S, and
France, lMarch 2, 1857; Table of Mail Arrangements between the U,S. and Rrance
Section B giving rates ( Sums to be paid on each letter and per each quarter ounce
or fraction of American gquarter ounce, for letters transforted between the American
Frontier and the French Frontier, either direct or through England, at the expense
or on account of the rfrench Postoffice - For Countries whose correspondence can
advantageously be sent by Suez (rate 30¢ per ;-oz) - 27¢): Letter Bill forms of
U.S.P,0,D, for French despatch by way of England and French po®t or French port
direct.

The main trouble with Konwiser-Hill's list is that it is just correct enough
to be acceptable most of the time and lets you down when you need it most! I believe
it to be 97% accurate: but not self-explanatory. The whole subject is unstudied:
there is a lot of work to be done, I feel pretty certain of my rrench mails, now.
If I can dig up a few more P,L. & R from important periods, I shall be ready to
make up a text-book on foreign rates, No mere list can be fool=-proof}

Herewith, the article on Ship Mails, Where would you publish it - with
illustraetions? I can get money from Mekeel's or W,P,G, - honor and glory from
CeCeP, and the cold shoulder from the Am., Phil, Besides, I am soured on A,P,,
though I am happy to see a new face in the line-up (Curter Glass'),

I also enclose & photostat that mey go well in your book, I am possessor of
the original, which is for sale at $10.00, and I am quoting in full in my chapter for
you - but if you think it well to reproduce, I can merely refer to it and save a
page or two of text!

My mep is finished and double-checked. I plotted each state to large scale
and then reduced to the smaller scale. Want to see a copy?

Yours, ever,

~




Telephone Nyack 964
AMERICAN PHILATELIC SOCIETY
COLLECTORS CLUB

A

A H R\

EZRA D. COLE

DEALER IN POSTAGE STAMPS
NYACK, N, Y.

October 8, 1937

Dear Stan,

For some little time I have been checking with
Percy Doane and reading various and sundry letters about
the celebrated 90¢ 1861 cover. As far as I can see we
all are getting no place very fast.

Perhaps I can add a little to the already befoged
issue. Ancient history first.

The cover in question has a pretty good history.
White bought it from the Ecconomist Stamp Co, I think it
was before the 1926 Exhibition, perhaps even befope® that.
At any rate it was long before these fakers started& any
serious work on covers. I believe it came to the Ecconomist
in one of the better known collections they bought. Up to
the time of the White Auction sale no one that saw it ever
questioned it, and lord knows there was plenty of opportunity
for the fault finders to do their worke.

Now, For some years and over a period of long
standing White and Elliott Perry fought over many and sundry
small and largephilatéldécopinions and stamps. They never
agreed an@ never would. On ANYTHING, Both sides had their
good and bad sides and I propose to stay out now and then.
Now here is what went on. Elliott looked over the lots in
the sale and told Percy that he thought the cover was bad.
Percy just withdrew it from the sale,

Coming down to the present,as far as I can learn,
Percy is on the fence, Every collector that looked at it
here thought it was O. K. Knapp, Brandgbarys etc, etc.
I think It 8. K., The Ecconomist evidentlyrg;d, and from
reading your letters I am blamed i€ I know how you think.

The thing that beats me is this. Percy's point
against the cover is the red crayon mark, Elliott thinks
the stamp has been added and now Manual does not like the
rate. None of them said the same thing,all finding something
different to criticize.



-2-

With all due respect to the three of them and admitting
that I know nothing whatever about covers I think they all
are as crazy as pet foxes.

I. I don't think that the red crayon mark means a thing
and even if it does mean something, What the Hell is it ?
No cover with a red crayon mark ment anything in my deep
philatelic studies. I have seen plenty of covess with all
knide of stamps going all over the woeld at all different
times with NO CRAYON MARKS AT ALL. Also any mark at any o
time can be in error. i.e. I may send this to you marked
AIRMAIL, with an airmail stamp, but I have known flights to
be canceled even in this year of grace 1937. Ny kids have
a box of crayons and if anyone ever finds fault with a cover
of mine over crayon marks l1'll soon fix that.

2. Where in the world would anyone ever find a 90¢ 1881
with the identical cancellation (Salenl to put on a cover,
even if you had the cover. If I had some ham I'd have soéme
ham and eggs if I had the eggs. Those cancellations look
so muck alike that if they matched any better then I would '
think they were phoney.

3. Manual goes off the deep end by saying that 30¢ was the
rate. He quotes rates etc at length. Like mv ocuoting %he
Bible and saying that The whale swallowed Jonah:. Therefore
it must be so. You know perfectly well that even should

a certain rate be in effect that does not meant that, that
was the rate charged, or the rate used. Feople made mistakes
in those days, postal clerks were human. I'll bet the clerk
on duty in Fort Thomas does not know that there are at least
THREE ways of sending a letter to India right now by afrmail
and all of them take different rates of Postage. From New
York one does not have to mark his letters in any fashion
except to say AIRMAIL, and they all would arrive about the
same time and they all would bear different amounts of postage.
In those days it must have been much worse. Neither you or
Manual or anyone else can show me a cover and say THIS

MUST BE THE RATE, Nor can you quote me from a Postal @uide
and say this should have had mo and so. dJust to keep the
record straight I have seen plenty of covers going to Cape
of Good Hope (L857 and 1861 issues) and I don't remember
seeing any that had a flat 30Z rate. I might add that I
don't think Manual ever saw two covers going there with
anything on them, in all his studies.

I also want to get this on the record. It don't mean
a thing to me what you all think about the cover. I have
nothing in it and it means nothing to me except that I am
interested in trying to get at the truth, if possible.
Manual is one swell guy, I like him and all our relations
have been 100% plus. You know how much I respect and admire
Percy Doane and Stanley B, Askbrook. Please take this from
whence it comes in the spirit in which it is sen@, from a
sometime stamp dealer, who knows he knows nothing about
stamps and who is beginning to believe t e s a lot
of company, bless them all.
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¥r. S. B.Ashbrook v

Dear Mr. Ashbrook:- I have ex@mined the photo
you sent, carefully, and can only decide that it
is a gynthetic job. It is "wrong" 'at all points.
It never was a 36c item if that is what you have
in mind, It is probably a much more "made up"
job than you suspect. 36 and 96c rates never
existed on these items.

Yours truly,

G GE HILL .
q?f?ﬁu:‘um AVENUE George S. Hill.

CuiLADELPHIA, - PENNA,
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l THIS SIDE OF CARD IS FOR ADDRESS]

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook,
"434 S, Grand Ave.,
Fort Thomas, Kentuck v
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Winnetka, Illi

Stanley B, Ashbrook
434 S, Grand Avenue
Fort Thomas, Kentucky

Dear Stan,

Just a note to thank you for that mass of material you sent me, which

I can use very well. In a day or two I will send you the -revised copy

the book on the '47's and I hope you will find it better.

MTTe MT
e O
MOosub

As to that rateto Mauritius, the postoffice reports do not bear out

Lere

your contention. Page 105 of the Report for 1867-8 says:

2.
@

Tables showing the rates of postaze to be accounted for by the U.S.
ice to the British Postoffice upon letters * * * conveyed in transit

the United Kingdom in ordinary mail between the U.S. and the under

mentioned countries and ceolonies.™

4
L

For Mauritius via Southampton it is 12¢

ritius via Marseilles g a single ‘ding to

s We accounted to the British postoffi r a letter

led postage to United Kingdom
. he 1

¢ that we paid on

128¢ only and fthat inclu

routed via Marseilles

e T T P
¢ransit, tie 0 france 1or OV«

- z & P ~} e P - -] 4 ney e e Ot o

he packet charge from Marseilles to Mauritius

is thoroughly in line with the heda rates of the period which
. 1 ot+an e o o -2 ~rs - ¢ e p e - 4~ P L e e 2
0z, letters to Mauritius via Sathampton 22¢, to Mauritius tia
p
o0¢ .
this is merely for the t sit £
are correct in assuming that 26¢

lould then be cock-eyed because we woul

of the 50-50 split &s we received

oh these letters we retained 10¢
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~of‘t.h9 treaty s

Dear Mannel:

Again thet Zanziber cover, Either there is 8
wrong with you or there is something wrong with me, I Wndor ﬂ‘
I can convey to you the thought I have in mimd? This is the
third attempt. Now first - Re =~ page 105 of the PﬁR.G.Rnpm at‘
1867, I contend this table "A" is not a table of "rates of postago
from the U, S. to the places listed, but rather an emhib&t, a purt
the amounts we had to G "'b.t v. O

e rate lett era

aaaition Lo 6 3

”h!.s 32¢ represented 12¢ to Great Britain plus the 20;.’ ta
Manritiuse A 127 rate to Mauritius véa Southampton don't make seonse

- -

207, but ‘these s wom the ammmt we had t cred:it eraa# Br‘!.ta.t

and you know demm well it don't, Do you mean to iry and tell me 1t 3

was as cheap to gend a letter from Wew Vork to I.onﬁon (rute 127) as
it was to send a letter o Hauritius via Southampion be it was
but T donVt belleve ity Also how come a 20¢ rate 'bg Neuritivs via

- Marseilles if the rate Bo G,B. was 12¢ it would only. 1eave‘ B¢ fm

GoB, via Warseilles bto sansibawe ~Again I insist you are wronhg,

: Now set hep to yourselfs If we eredited CeB, 204 and half of the 18¢
then the total eredit out of the $2¢ was 26;2,’ and the red pmeil o Sl
this cover means single rate, ¥You amaze me when you state we shﬂuld

have a‘credit on the tokal rase, Why should we?: ALY wa were

- entltled to was a eplit of the 12¢,why should we get any rore?

Wow who is mmts? You or Iz If I am apologa.ze bu‘b u'
you are, please don't male ne write three le ers try:!;ng

straighten you out,

Any glad the ntui‘f 4 sant you will prove o.t sone asaistance.
Best remxrds. iy S 2

Yoazr-s ote., .



C. Hahn for Stamps !

GUARANTEE XIX and XX CENTURY

Anything not satisfactory for CHHRLESS HHHN APPROVALS and PACKETS

any reason may be returned

SCOTT ALBUMS &

within three days for full P. O. Box 152 i i EATALOGS
refund of purchase money. WINNETKA, ILLINOIS STOCK BOOKS
SARIBO & NARIBO ALBUMS
Suite 10 » 545 Lincoln Avenue PEELABLE HINGES

and all accessories

A\

November 8, 1838
Dear Stan,
In re Zanzibar:
Why the U.S. should receive more on a letter to nmauritius than on
one to G.B. itself is not clear: it may have been on any one of & dozen argum
1

it did receive more is absolutely clear from the published rates of postage
e treaty rates of accounting!

There are tWwo ways of figuring rates - as in freight rates today, The
one is the combination of individusl rates and the other is the through rates
Thus; the rate from U,S. to G.B, is 12¢: Tue rfate from G.,B, to Mauritius is
20¢ - combination rate is 32¢,. But that isn't how it worked, The throuzh
rate from U.S, to Mauritius via Southampton is 22¢!

I think the logic was something like this: G,B. 82id to U.S, "Uncle
Sam: if you will make up the pouches, and make out the way-bills so that all we
have to do is verify the count and forward the ppuches with ours and thus save us
quite @ bit of trouble, we'll split the rate with you and allow you 4¢ more than on
a letter direct to us," And Uncle =am agreed,

Anyway

el here are the published rates of postage: and here are the
treaty rates o g

postal accounting. Jan., 1, 1868:

-

Destination Rate Accounting
to GeB.
Adeh via Sthampton (5 0z) 22¢ not set - probably 1l2¢
Aden via Marseilles(Z oz) 39¢ 26¢ (old treaty)
same (g 0z) 45¢ 324 "

Ceylon via S'ton (5 0z) 22¢ 12¢

Ceylon via M'les (E 02) 30¢ 20¢

Malte via S'ton (£ 0z) 22¢ 12¢

Malta via li'les (g 02) 22¢ 12¢

Melta via M'les (g 0z) 44¢ 24¢

Mauritius via S8ton (3 0z) 223¢ 2¢

Mauritius via M*les (35 oz) 30¢ 20¢

East Indies via S'ton(s o0z) 22¢ 1l2¢

Faet Indies tia m'leu($ 0z) 30¢ 20¢

Australia via S'ton (g5 oz) 22¢ 12¢

Australia via M'les (§ oz) 30¢ 20¢
*Hong Kong via S'ton (g5 0z) 34¢ 24¢

*Hong Kong via M'les (5 0z) 42¢ 32¢

*A1so, these rates apply, respectively, to Japan, Jave (Hast Indies above
refer to British India) Labuan, Singapore, Philippines,
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I put in @ lot of other places to show how illogical the distance reguire~-
ment seems to make it., Thus; Melta to Ceylon and Calcutta take one rate: beyond
the rate is increased by 1l2¢. But - With the exception of lialta, where &
peculiar French rate per é-oz prevailed, probably because of heavy local traffic
and a desire to keep it within due bounds, every letter, wherever bound paid the
U.S. 10¢ instead of the nominal 6¢ on the UsS.- G.B. split. This, I feel sure,
was to compensate for the additional handling such a letter received: not in
U.S. transit, to be sure, but in making up additional pouches, way-bills and the :
like,

The rate is, according to my lists, not the 20¢ plus 12¢ that logic would dictate,
but 30¢ (via Merseilles); and via Southampton, not 12¢ plus 1l2¢, but 22¢. The sums
given in the table are the accounting we had to do on prepaid letters - the total ™
we accounted for. You will note the phrase "™in trasit®, Thus, the letter was
not reckoned as @ letter to G.B. @nd a new life thereafter, but a through affair,

Ten, 1, 1868 may be reckoned as the beginning of a new method of ratinz letters,
because of this treaty: @ method that superseded the old point-to-point basis and
which became a principle until the 1875 convention replaced it and a&voided accountings,

Because early in my career, I failed to note my sSources, depending on & memory
that has proven feulty through the gradual &ging process, I cannot quote my sources
for these rates. I find them in Konwiser-Hill's tables, and merked that I checked
them, I have marked the tables pretty well to show the true and false. Most age
true, by the way, but only partly so. I mean, it takes a lot more information than
they vouchsafe.

Now - am I totally nuts? It is perfectly possible., I sometimes think so.

At the moment, I am deep in the 1847 booklet. I hope to have it out Dec, l.
Postal Markings will probably eppear in printed format next summer: increase in scope
and function next September.

With best regards to the whole femily, I am, &s ever,

Yours,



Nov, 16, 1938,

¥r, Mannel Hahn,
| 545 Lincoln,
- ws.nne%_ka,' Ills,

Dear mnnelz

2 I guess we cannot get away from the fact that the rates .
to Mauritius as given in the Hill tables in "Stamps" is correct, .
That is, offective Jan, 1, 1868, 22¢ and 307, and that the sums
due Ge.B. On a prepald letter (% ounce) were 12¢ and 20¢ prespectively,
In spite of this, however, we have that cover dated Aygust 1868
with & red peneil "1" which surely means & "single rate" and the
red pencil "26" which surely means the sum we credited G.B. I think :
" we ecam argue sboubt the rates, stamps, etC., on this cover, but I think
we beth agree nobody has monkeyed with those acecounting narkse Do
you egree? If so suppose we start all over again with those twe
markings as scratch.  So please write me and tell me if you belisve
that'geg. pencil "1" means a "single rate" snd the "26" means "26¢
to G. > ‘ ; 3 & g ! ; 5

I note in youg letter you zive the sum undsr the old treaty

thaet we had to account to G.B. on a letter to Agen, Via Marsellless~
this es 26¢ per + ounces : - (- ;

-~ How can we make thes¢ dlfferent ﬁﬁures £it into the pleture
with this cover? Do you think the original rate on this cover was
39¢, and that it was rated under the old treaty as a single {+ ounce)
leétter and that we accounted on it the sum of 267 50 G¢B.? Is it
possible the new treaty did not apply on mail to Zanzibar? If s0 I
can find no reference to fit. ik ' iy ;

Is it more logleal to figure there was 59¢ on this letter
than 32¢ (my suggestion) or 50¢ as per the Hill table? If 39¢ then Pl
we got 13¢, which may be loglcal, If 32¢ then we got 6¢ and that 1s °
all I figure we were entibled to, but if 30¢ as you suggest then we . sive
only got 4¢ end surely there is no sense to such an ldea, because T L
got 6¢ on & letter to GeBe PER o Gt R RS
L I don't see how you can get around that 206¢ credit, If you
can please expiain.. \ WA R S :

Ther‘ slick guys who make these fake covers don't bother ab'mif
changing the aecounting markings, or at least 1f they do the bird
who made this one did not, : o

All of these Zanzibar covers are sSCreWye Isna?p has one
(also August 1868) with 724 postage and a red pencil "2" and a red
hendstanp "48", Sure screwy, Ve credit 264 on a single rate and 48¢
on & double rate., Why? Address the same, and all From Sglem, Hass.
‘Phe 96¢ is "Aug, 6" « the Knapp cover ".‘miy 24", What's the answerft
Knapp's cover is Iikewise marked "Via Narseilles™, It has thvee.
24¢ stamps, EKnapp has another cover with Salem March 1868, This
baby has 45¢ and the red Boston forelgn mail postmark has a 40.
Have you the answer to any of these? MNaybe I have and mayl
its muts but what about this for & eolution? _ ol A
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Mr, Mannel Hahn - Nov, 16, 1938,

OQur depreciated currency at that period? How would
that fit in?

Yours ete.,
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C. Hahn for Stamps !
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Stanley B. Ashbrook,
Fort Thomas - Ky.

Dear Stan,

Charless has taken over, vi et armis, my secretary for the afternoon,
leaving me swamped with work and no way to do it - so I'll chat with you.

Sonny, you are wrong on your guess on the depreciated currency, because
every Postal Accounting Marking was based on treaty and every treaty was based on
gold, That is why we have G,B., covers 24 cents or in U,S, Notes 40, etc, We
always had gold for balancing international accounts and international accounting
was done in gold. Why, even when I was in Argentina and the gold was locked up
in the Caja de Gonversion, and we did business solely in paper pesos at 44¢ gold
per paper peso, the international rates were published, even by the banks, in
gold conversion rates, Thus, if I wanted dollars, I had a double exXchange to
figure: I wanted 10 dollars, draft, say - the rate was 103,20, so I had to pay
10,32 gold pesos, But = of course -~ I didn't have any and couldn't get any and
the only exchange available was paper pesos and fractional currency worth ondy .44
of face - so I had to figure and pay $23.45 paper.

Ernie is in here now, so take a couple of hours off}

This is next morning, Now to get back to work on your Zanzibar covers.,
Let's get this straight: There was no through rate to 4anzibar until 1888, when it
came under the U,P.U, and became a port of call of the French Postal Packets,
Prior to that time, the only way to get mail to it - and this is guess work based
on pretty good acquaitance with other similar cases - was by dispatch to Aden or
Mauritius, &den was best, because there was a constant, almost daily, traffic
between Zanzibar, Lar-es-Selaam and Aden,

The treaty of 1867 did not include Aden: hence the previous treaty ImttEx:
rates must have applied until & new rate was in effect, Therefore, & single letter
would have been (% 0zZ.) 39 cents - probably prepaid because it was not collectible
in Aden - with 26¢ accounting. The "1™ on the letter is, I think, a due marking
of 1 rupee due for service Aden to Zanzibar. 4And there you are,

Your STEAM cover came back to me yesterday, with & note thet ™Ashbrook
might want this®™, I'm sending it out again today. Ernie brought me an unused
IA and IIIa - Plate 4, too,

No more time., I've been up to midnight two weeks running, trying to get
that dratted book out}

Yours,
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Nov, 23, 1938,

lr, Mannel Hahng
545 Lincoln Ave,, ,
Winnekka, Ills,

Dear MVannel:

So I am wrong on depreciated currency. I agree
thoroughly accounting markings were based on treaties and
treaties on gold, That is elementary and I had no idea in
mind to contradict. What I meant was this, Depreciation

“ in currency = likewise depreeiation in stamps, VWhy should

currency depreciate and U, S, stamps remaln on 2 pair with
gold? If the rate (prepaid) was fixed at blank number of
cents when gold was blank, and gold advanced, why not a
higher rate to Zanzibar? I merely suggested this to account

- for different and various rates, I was not referring teo

accounting marks, I am well aware the rate G.B. to U,5. was
24¢ and based on treaty was 247 gold.

Example = before me is an unpaid double rate - England
to.Beston in August 1866 - "Boston "Bpe Pkt, 48" - in pen "38" -
all this in g&d, but on the face is in U, S, notes 70" = =
meaning Mr, had to pay 70 cents in currency to get this
letter or 48 cents gold. Now if it cost 70 cents currency to
got this letter, could a person send a letter to England at this
time with 48 cents of U, S, stamps?

You will recall George Hill wrote me before our buste-
up that he could tell me all about that Zanzibar cover if he

wanted to. Too bad he didn't choose to because if he can he is

er I am and I have a suspiciong better than my friend

ﬂannel °

I do not like your latest theory on the "1" being one rupee
due Aden to Zanzibar, This does not explain 45¢ - 72¢ and 96¢ ;
rates all at about the same time,

: How are we going to get the correct answer to this preblem?
I hate to let a thing like this whip me,

I have a friend who has & cover 15¢ 1869 = New York to
Paris in May 1869 = The red New York has an aecounting marking of
"18", He swears his cover is 0.K, as he knows its origin, Now ,
you tell me how 18¢ ecould be credited out of 154, Later I'1ll send
you a photo of this cover, ‘

Tt is hard work to put & book together., Think of the work
on those two One Cent volumes,

Best regards,

Yours ete.,
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Nov, 25, 1938

S.B. Ashbrook,
Fort Thmas, Ky.

Dear Stan,

Your letter of the 23d to hand. The book has not yet arrived, but
it will increase my pleasure in it to give you a sample of my handwrite}

As to gold versus notes: I think it well established by actual covers
that at the period when it cost a premium in notes to get an unpaid letter ‘from

T Fngland - videlicet your cover 48 or 70 in notes - it was possible to prepay
a letter in stamps pupchased with notes - in theory legal tender for gold value,
¥ in practice and law not so - and the government &8ccepted them at gold value,

Thus, an answer weighing not quite an ounce could have been prepaid with 48¢ in
stamps, and while the gold value of the notes tendered would have been only 33¢,
our government would have paid G,B, either 6¢ gold or 38¢ gold, depending on the
packet by which it went, It was, may We say, a premium on prepayment,

In other words, while the U.S, required payment in gold or equivalent
for due letters, they a@ssumed that stamps were paid for in gold, Or could stamps
be bought for notes? I think they could. It's worth looking into a little more,

Now: As to sanzibar, Up to 1883, Zanzibar was a native kingdom, although

from cireca 1800 the British maintained & naval establishment on Pemba Island,

In 1868, both Britain and Germany claimed an interest in the island - and I think

France, as well. You will remember that Madagascar, Tanganyika and Zanzibar were

all claimed by tWo or more of these: Madagascar by Britain and France; s&nzibar

by all three and Tenganyika by Britain and Germany. In 1883, ~anzibar was acknow-

ledged to be the British sphere of influence, Tanganyika (German kast Africa or Sua=
! heliland) German, Madagascar French. Up to that time, they were, theoretically,

native,

Mail for these spots, therefore, was not under the usual treaty, ‘here is
no evidence, for instance, of direect packet mail connection with 4anzibar until
after the treaty mentioned above. It is reasonable to suspect that mail addressed
to Zanzibar could only be prepaid to the nearest point under the treaties and thence
by private means, Thus, in 1859, a letter to Aden -~ nearest postal station to
Zanzibar ané not beyond it (as Reumion or Mauritius) could be sent in one of three
ways: via Southampton, via G.,B, and Marseilles or via France, via Southampton
and British mails, it cost 33¢ - and we kept S5¢. Via Marseilles and B.B., it was
rated per quarter ounce in the rrench mails and per half-oz. in the British mails,
Hence the rates:

‘ L oz = 39¢ divided 5¢ to U.S., 28¢ to G.B., 6¢ to France
foz-45g ™ 57 " m _agg m mw 1ggnv »
Soz-84¢ "™ 1.0¢ " " ,56¢ " ", lgg" "
l1oz-9¢ ™ 104 " " ,56g " w 249" "

etec,
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Neglecting for the moment the all-French rate, let us look into this Aden rate
as affected by the Treaty of July 8, 1867. Instead of 3@ 19 ¢ plus 9¢ for
British service ( Southampton or Plymouth to ¥rance: Alexandria and beyond) the
rate for all such services was dropped to @ straight 20¢ (Ceylon, Mauritius,

East Indies). While the complete rate was unaffected by the treaty, the G,P.0,.
of Britain evidently allowed all similar letters to be simflarly charged. However,
the french apparently charged their 6¢ - as Aden letters were not covered. Hence,
the rate beeame
> 0z - 39¢ divided 13¢ to U,S., 20¢ to B,B., 6¢ to France (26¢ total)
-g 0z =~ 45¢ - 13%¢ to U.8,, 80¢ 7. .* , 1Ry ® " (38¢g *» )
Beyond this, anything I might do now would be & plain guess! If the
through rates were unchanged on multiple weights, they would still make sense:
£ oz - 84¢ divided 26¢ to U,S., 40¢ to G.,B., 18¢ to France (88¢ total)
loz-90¢ " 26¢ to U.S.,, 40¢ to G,B., 24¢ to France (64¢ " )
the "total"™ being the amount for which we accounted, Prepayment compulsory.

As to the through French rate, it was 30¢ per Z-oz. This was divided:
If by American Packet: U.S. 12¢, France 18¢
If via Britain, Am. Pk$: U.S. 9¢, France 2l¢
If via foreign Packet; U.S., 3¢, France 37¢

This rate was discontinued in 1868, so we can neglect it in the present discus-
sion. It may have been continued to Aden - I doubt it. The through rate, via Mar-
seilles, seems to have replaced it.

Thus, we can see that the following rates to Aden are possible in 1868:

33¢ - for ¥ 0z. to Southempton, thence via British mails

39¢ - for - oz, via G.B,, Marseilles and usual routes beyond
45¢ - for % o8. B L8 . M b L
66¢ - for 1 oz. via Southampton

84¢ - for % oz. via G,H. and Marseilles

90¢ - for 1 02, "™ " » »

&nd I haven't accounted for 72¢ and 96¢! Well, I'll have to get into this ser-
iously as soon as I have my book out. Meanwhile, I dare guess that Zanzfbar mails
were prepaid only as far as Aden, and that there was a charge for service - 1 shilling,

1l franc or 1 rupee or some sum for service by semi-private boats beyond,

As to a cover to France in 3869 with a 15¢ stamp and an 18¢ accounting marking?
I cannot understand it. Maybe a 30¢ dropped off, I await your photo with avidity.

I'm still busy. Guess why?

Yours, as always,




All of which brings me to the Zanzibar cover. Zanzi-
bar was not a port of call on the French packet route from
Marseilles until 1888 when the clarification of the speres
of influence of Germany, France and England and the cession
of Zanzibar to the British, of Tanganyika to the Germans
and Madagascar to the French produced a prolongation of
the French packet lines from Aden to Pemba, Zanzibar, Mom-
bassa, Laurengo Marques and Tamatave. Prior to that, the
French packets made Aden, Mahe (Seyscheles), Reunion,
Mauritius on the way to Bombay, Pondechere and the Far
East. The nearest point to Zanzibar of all of these is,
of course, is a tossup between Aden and Mahe.

The 1868 rates to Mauritius and the Far East did
not quote a new rate to Aden, which was left at the old and
somewhat peculiar rate of 39¢ for % ounce, 45¢ for % ounce,
84¢ for 2 ounce and 90¢ for 1 ounce.

This was divided up so that on % ounce or % ounce

Great Britain received 26¢, on % ounce to 1 ounce she re-
ceived 52¢. Therefore, this letter that you are talking
about in all probability was prepaid to Aden and from Aden

to Zanzibar it went either privately or through local mail
collect. In all probabllity, in my opinion, it carried 45¢ -
probably 3 15¢ stamps, or a 30¢, 12¢ and a 3¢. It was marked
26 to Great Britain for the 26¢.

It might just as well have been a 39¢ prepaid letter
with a SOF and a 3¢ or whatnot. The accounting markings would

N bk
JET g
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Re = the Zanzibar cover = I note carefully all of your .
remarks, still I am not satisfied, In my letter of the 19th, I /R
wrote you that a new idea had struck me, I wonder if those different / €
and apparently unexplainable rates can be due to our depreciated
currency of that period?

)

,
QM

But again please refer to my letter of the 17th, second page,
next to last paragraph, wherein I mentioned the amounts to be accounted
for by the U, 8, Py 0, to the British P,0,

If we had to account to G.B. for 20¢ on a letter to Mauritius,
this surely meant we had to pay her 20¢ in addition to the 12¢ rate
then in effect to G,B, Ve were entitled to half of the 12¢ plus the
above 20¢ or 26¢ the credit on this cover., I am sure that "1" meant
a single rate letter, It was used so many times on single letters,



#24
- Mr, uannol Hhhn,v Oct 25, 1938,

The table I veferred to 1lists ”uaurittus Via Marseilles =
20¢" I don't see how we can get around this as it surely means

on such a single letter the postage had to be 20¢ plus 12¢ or 32¢
and thus we account for the "1" and the "26".

You state the rate to Mauritius at this time was 30¢ but
the table I gquoted you shows he had to account for 20¢ plus 6¢
which according to your 30¢, would only leave us 4¢ when we were
clearly antitled to 6¢e Pleasa note the heading of this table:

"A - Table showing the rates of postage to be accounted for

%x the United States post office to the British Post olfice upon

. Tetters, newspapers, book packets, and patterns or samples of .
merchandise oanvqyed in trangit through the United Kingdom, in

ordinary mails, between the United States and the under mentioned
countries and colonies”.

This table "A" was a part of the treaty.

~"irt, 2" ete, Hendy stated these markings referred to
Articles of postal treaties between countries, never thought
of that,did you?

Best ete. 9



~ By the way do you remember that cover with a 96¢ rate to
Zanzibar in August 18687 Tt had a 90¢ 1860 and 2 single 3¢ 1881, O]
We never did sueeceed in figuring that cover out, : -

You know the new Convention with G.B, went into effect Jan, . 2
lst, 1868, and the rate was reduced to 124, On all postages to and i"\Jé
from G,B. each country was to keep half,

. _Now on that Zanzibar cover the red pencil exchange mar
was "26" and there was also & "1" indicating a single rate latter.
In the P.l.CG, Report for 1867 (Nov. 26) the terms of the Treaty are
given in full -« On page 105 is a table headed "A - Tables showing the

rates of postage to be accounted r%r H the Us Se Post O0ffice to the
British Post 0ffice upon letters etc,

In this table there is no Zanzibar snd the closest point I can
find 1s lMauritiss, This is not far from Zanzibar, The rate listed
is "Mauritius Via Marseilles, twenty cents" and you will reecall that
cover had "Via Marseilles", I figure that the letter was originally
a single rate, and had on it the above 20 plus the 12/ rate to England
or 32¢, We had to asccount to England one half of the 12¢, or 67 and
also the 20¢ as listed in the table snd there we have the 26¢ credit
on the cover, Look up the 1867 P.l.G. Report and let me know if you
don*t think I am right, This damn cover has been a thorn in my side
 for months amd I am rather confident the above is the answer, This
brings up the question as to what stamps were on this cover :glgjmlly.
Well there was evidently three and I figure they were two 1l0¢ 1861 and
a 12¢ 1861, Now if the faker took three stamps off that cover, he had
to put three back on the cover, and of course he wanted one to be a
90¢ so what easier than to add two 3¢ 1861, Let me know what you
think of the above.

Yours ete,,



MEKEEL'S WEEKLY STAMP NEWS

Published Every Monday By The Severn-Wylie-Jewett Co.

SUBSCRIPTIONS: U.8., Canada and Mexico, 1 year, $1.00.
Single Coplies, 5c.

Abroad, $1.50

Entered as second class matter June 25, 1917, at the post office
at Portland, Maine, under the Act of March 3, 1879.

Vor. LIV, No. 25

PORTLAND, ME., MONDAY, JUNE 17, 1940

‘WHOLE No. 2680

“ Potomac Postal Cars’

%)

And The “Great Post” Route

By W. L. BABCOCK, 245 East Willis Ave., Detroit, Mich.

Readers of MEexeeL's will recall that
an illustrated hotel cover with the mark-
ing “Potomac Postal Cars” bearing a 3¢
1869, No. 114 stamp, was illustrated in
MgkeeL's August 14, 1939.

At that time little was known about
this item. The present Richmond, Fred-
ericksburg and Potomac Railroad Co. was
incorporated by an act of the General
Assembly of Va., Feb. 25, 1834, for a line
extending from Richmond through Fred-
erickshurg to a point on the Potomac
River where connections could be made
with steamboats for Washington. In the
middle thirties of the last century, Rich-
mond was on what was known as the
“Great Post” route from Portland, Me.,
to New Orleans, La. Over this route the
“Great Mail” was conveyed through the
different sections of the country at that
time by post riders, horse carriages,
stages, railroad lines, often of relatively
short mileage, and river steamboats. On
Feb. 13, 1836, prior to the opening of the
first twenty miles of the Richmond, Fred-
ericksburg and Potomac R. R., the “Great
Mail” was hauled between Richmond and
Woashington City in carts in 25-26 hours,
while first class mail was carried by post
riders on fast horses in relays of 12-15
miles, covering the distance in a few
hours, and was known as “express mail”.

The following is a quotation from a let-
ter, dated Nov. 9, 1939, from John B.
Mordecai, present Traffic Manager of the
Richmond, Fredericksburg and Potomac
R R--Co.:

“On Oct. 15, 1836, the R. F. & P. R. R.
entered into a contract with Jordan Wool-
folk and Company, successors to Edwin
Porter and Company in the stage and
steamboat business, and contractor for
the Post Office Department, by which the
railroad agreed to carry the ‘Great Mail’
each way daily at a charge of $200 per
mile of road per annum which was the
estimated cost of carriage in carts. The
railroad then extended forty miles from
Richmond to Milford. This contract con-
tinued until Dec. 31, 1838, the road hav-
ing in the meantime been opened to Fred-
ericksburg, 61 miles, on Jan. 23, 1837.

“With the expiration of the contract
between the Post Office Dept. and Jordan
Woolfolk and Company for carriage of
the ‘Great Mail’ between Richmond and
Woashington, the Post Office Dept. con-
tracted with the R. F. & P. R. R. Co,, be-
ginning Jan. 1, 1839, to carry both the
‘Great Mail’ and the ‘Express Mail’ be-
tween Richmond and Fredericksburg in
five hours in special mail cars at $237.50
per mile of road per annum. A stage line
of about nine miles from Fredericksburg

to the mouth of Potomac Creek connected
with steamboats for Washington. This
contract remained in effect until several
years after the railroad had been extended
to the mouth of Aquia Creek Nov. 1,
1842, connecting there with the Washing-
ton and Fredericksburg Steamboat Co.
for Washington when stage service on
the route was eliminated.

“The Postmaster General in 1847 in-
sisted upon a reduction in mail pay to the
R. F. & P. R. R. which since Jan. 1, 1839,
had been based upon $237.50 per mile of
road per annum. As the service for mail
had improved and the volume of mail mat-
ter had increased considerably, the Presi-
dent and Directors declined to accept a
reduction. No compromise could be
reached after voluminous correspondence
and on Dec. 10, 1847, the mail between
Baltimore and North and Richmond and
South was taken from the R. F. & P.
route and given to the Old Bay Line at
Baltimore in connection with river steam-
ers to Richmond and Petersburg, mail be-
tween Washington and Richmond being
handled in two, horse wagons. This state
of affairs continued until Dec. 4, 1848,
when, following action by the R. F. & P.
stockholders, the differences with the Post
Office Dept. were composed and the mail
returned to the Railroad and its connect-
ing boat line at the old figure, but with
certain modifications in service which pro-
duced some operating economy for the
Railroad Company. The inferior service
in the intervening year called forth vigor-
ous protests from the public and became
a matter of Congressional investigation.

“At the request of the Postmaster Gen-
eral double daily mail service between
Richmond and Woashington was estab-
lished March 1, 1852, for an experimental
period and mail pay was increased about
20% to $300 per mile of road per annum.
There is no record of a return to the sin-
gle daily service.

“July 1, 1855, the R. F. & P. R. R.
again lost the U. S. Mail contract, this
time being underbid by the Virginia Cen-

tral Railroad between Richmond and
Gordonsville, Va., and the Orange and
Alexandria Railroad between Gordons-
ville and Alexandria, Va. The service
via Gordonsville not proving satisfactory,
part of the mail was returned to the R.
F. & P. June 1, 1857, and the balance,
Dec. 1st of that year.

“In April, 1862, an Agent for the R. F.
& P. R. R. collected from the Post Office
Dept. $15,000 due the Company for the
transportation of U. S. Mail prior to the
outbreak of the War between the States.”

Mr. Mordecai further states that as
above shown, ‘“separate mail cars were
operated over the R. F. & P. R. R. north
of Richmond from Jan. 1, 1839” and it is
his belief that these cars were extended
to operate between the Potomac River at
Aquia Creek and Weldon, N. C., with the
inauguration of through train service in
1867. It is, therefore, evident that the
cancellation, “Potomac Postal Cars”, out
of Richmond to Washington and the
north, as illustrated in MgKEgL's, was
still in use in 1869 and 1870.

The Railroad first acquired for the Po-
tomac crossing, the steamboat “Powhat-
tan”, after building wharves at Aquia
Creek. It probably operated in the late
thirties and early forties. In 1848 the
Railroad subscribed to $9,100 of the bonds
of the Washington and Fredericksburg
Steamboat Co. for the purpose of acquir-
ing a new steamer, the “Baltimore”, for
this service. It was in service until
March 31, 1849, according to the record,
and probably later. Meanwhile, the first
steamer, the ‘“Powhattan”, was rebuilt.
About this time, or a year or two later,
the Railroad and Steamboat Co. pur-
chasd the steamer “Mt. Vernon” for the
Potomac River crossing service. In 1855
a fourth steamer, the “Maryland”, was
added to the Washington-Aquia Creek
service, and with this addition, the oper-
ating company name was changed to the
Potomac Steamboat Co.

While these boats were in operation,

(Continued on page 497)

1935

Farley Reissue

The new 1940 edition of our special Farley Price List is now ready, and we shall be
glad to send a copy to prospective purchasers on request.

1923 SECOND ISSUE AIRMAIL

We can offer good used copies of this set at the following attractive prices:
8c green @ 40c; 16c blue @ $1.25; 24C Ted @ .. cvvevvrrencnnrornsennns $ .64

Complete used set (3)

.................................. 2.00

1940 BRITISH COMMEMORATIVE SET

21/,

We can supply this attractive set, consisting of 14 penny, 1 penny, 11 pence, 2 pence,

214 pence and 3 pence, six values in fine mint condition, for 25¢ per set, postage extra.
A copy of our current price list will be gladly sent on receipt of postage.

STANLEY GIBBONS INC.

38 Park Row,

New York, N. Y.
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We BUY Stamps

‘We wish to purchase for prompt cash gev-
eral desirable collections. We have been in
business over thirty years, and we pay the
highest possible prices. If you wish to turn
your collection into cash, write us to-day.

MAX F. BIER CO. Aﬁk
P. 0. Box 14, Staten Island, N. Y.

= BOLIVIA
73 198

213 214 220 233 243% J7 RAl*
Two cents each:

70 71 T4 75 8 8 8 92 103
104 105 107 112 113 116 118 120 121
144 165 168 189 190 199 200 207 208
215 216 221 222 223 224 225 226 227
228 234 245 C43 C44 C63*C63 J9

Three cents each:

25 28 40 49 50 63 65 82 93

95 98 106 111 122 128 145 146 178
179 180 191 229 (C36* C37* C38* C45 J4

Four cents each:
21 24 27 47 100 230 J5
Five cents each:

22 41 42 177 86 101 114 123 124

125 129 130 132 138 140 142 143 184

202 209 210 211
6c Bach: 15 43* 43 10c Each: 44 99 C56
£20* @ 20c; 87 @ 15c¢; 88* @ 17c; 17T @
40c; C48 @ 8c; C50 @ 25¢; C51 @ 50c.
Postage extra under $1.00. Free list pric-
ing stamps of over 150 different countries
at 1 to 10¢ each. Approvals gladly sub-
mitted. References, please.

V. H. HASSELBAUM 3!6 Flatbush Ave.,

BROOKLYN, N. Y.

U S. FlNE UNUSED 0. G.

.......... 616 .....1.20
233 ..... .70 393 .65 (i 4 B 1.18
240 ..... 450 399 ..... 190 648 ..... 40
08! s o .60 447 S D2 2.50
368 «on.. 276 507 ..... 4 QE4a 62
268 . ivee 1.70  532b ....1.35 B e s 65

B7
Many others in stock. U. S List Free.
R. J. LEWINSON CO.
825 West End Ave.,, New York, N. Y.

Mint U. S. Blocks of Four

$358 2c Mint Q.G «vo.conissceisimesses $12.00
A0 NI R E OGS e el 12.00
420 80¢ MIDNG Q1 G Coe it sieies v v 12.00
4380206 MING OG- el b e 15.00
464 3¢ MING OUG: v v vieiein s s moies wsiols 17.50
/o B D e S SE RS Gt S S0 9.00
476 20¢ MIntrO G S ciul e sive 30.00

RADIO STAMP SHOP
4M East 183rd St., N. Y. CITY

117 DIFF. CANADA MINT AT FACE
Fill in your collection of these mint stamps
today. Write for list. Other summer bar-
gains. Holmes Catalogue Canada & B. N. A.,
136 pages, only $1.00. [eow?2
VICTORIA STAMP CO., London,7,0nt.,Can.

Collect USed Blocks

Centered — Neat — Truly Superb!
30c Trans-Atlantic .......oeceveeeses .85
25¢ Clipper (smgle, 10)
1 Lindbergh ...

15¢ Map, Aumml
1-10¢ Famous Authors (&
1-10¢c Famous Poets (5) .
1-10¢ Famous Educators (o) ...........

Please add 3c under $1. What else?

WILLIAM T. ADAMS 6“’5

Box 1104 San Jose, Calif.

MINT — GEORGE VI SETS — TO 1/-

Barbados ...... .80 Leeward Islands
Basutoland .... .75 Nigeria. ........
Br. Honduras .. 1.60 No. Rhodesia ..
Cayman ,....... S5 St Kitts «veioss
Gold Coast ..... 95 St. Vincent ....
Gr. Britain Dues .70 Somaliland

Grenada ....... S5 Swaziland .....

KNOW YOUR STAMPS
The stamp booklets containing articles
on Counterfeits have met with a tremendous
response. Half the edition of Parts I and 1I
are already sold. Don’t Delay Your Order.

Part I — Listing Fakes A-G ........ .35
Part II — Listing Fakes G-M ........ .35
Part IIT — To Be Published in Oct. .. .35
Part 'V — To Be Published in Nov. .. .35

— ALL FOUR SECTIONS, $1.25
Remit by Check or Money Order payable
at New York City.
WANT LISTS — APPROVALS — LISTS
MARKS STAMP CO. LTD.
258B College Street, TORONTO, CANADA

MISCELLANEOUS OFFERS OF U. S. ZEPPELIN ISSUE 1930

65¢ green, unused singles, $5.50; unused blocks .......... S LIS

cees.$23.50

* Ditto, fine block of 6 with plate number at left ............. V6 eieiae s al3iaaTe b ... % 40.00

Set of 3 values, unused, * 32.50; fine used .

Set of 3 first day covers, dated April 19, 1930 .

Set of 3 Pan-American Flight covers .............

* Means only one of each in this lot

900 F Street N. W.

H. A. ROBINETTE

Wallﬁngton, D. C. A

A Tribute to Philately

By Paimip H. Warp, Jr.
Franklin Institute Radio Broadcast, May 18

The postage stamp has become so com-
monplace in our daily life that few people
are aware that they have been in use for
only one hundred years. While the first
postage stamp issued by the United States
Government did not make its appearance
until 1847, Great Britain issued the
world’s ﬁrst adhesive stamp on May 6,
1840, exactly a hundred years ago. On
that day, the English, the Irish, the Scotch
and the Welsh could go to their post
offices and buy and use these little labels
for the first time.

The innovation had been introduced in
Great Britain as a result of the activities
of Sir Rowland Hill, since known as the
father of the postage stamp. This first
adhesive issue consisted of two stamps, a
one penny black and a two pence blue.
Both were identical in design, showing
an engraved profile portrait of the young
Queen, Victoria, who had ascended the
throne three years earlier. Although
thousands of stamps have since been is-
sued, few have equalled the penny black
in beauty and simplicity of design.

The establishment of a reduced and uni-
form rate of postage had been considered
in London for some years. Matters came
to a head early in 1837 on the publication
by Rowland Hill of his pamphlet “Post
Office Reform”, a copy of which is now
on view at the Library of Congress in
Washington. In this he brought out the
fact that the cost of transit from one post
town to another was small and that pestal
charge should be by weight rather than
by bulk. He recommended the adoption
of a uniform rate of postage of one penny
per half ounce within the United King-
dom, irrespective of distance, the postage
to be prepaid by means of adhesive labels
or stamped covers. A bill favorable to
such recommendations was introduced in
Parliament in 1839 and received Royal
Assent in August of that year. The Lords
of the Treasury who were authorized to
put the new bill into effect immediately
offered prizes for the best suggestions
for both adhesive labels and stamped pa-
per. Many proposals were submitted but
most were unfortunately impracticable.
Rowland Hill finally prepared a sketch
with portrait of the Queen which was
used as a basis for the final design.
Messrs. Perkins, Bacon and Petch, Bank
Note printers of Fleet Street prepared the
steel dies and plates, also printed the
stamps on paper furnished by the Gov-
ernment at a price of seven and a half
pence per thousand.

On April 25, 1840, all postmasters in

Great Britain received a c.lrcular notify-
ing them of the proposed issuing of the
new labels and to each circular, copies of
the labels were attached. On May 6, 1840,
these labels, or better known today as
stamps, became available for franking
purposes.

They were engraved in sheets of 240
stamps, the 1 penny sheet selling at one
pound and the two pence at two pounds.
There was a curious inscription in the
mari;ins of the sheets reading—“Place
the Labels above the address and towards
the Right Hand Side of the Letter. In
Wetting the Back be careful not to re-
move the cement.”” These instructions
were necessary for in the early days in-
stances are known in which the stamps
were pinned to the letter or attached with
sealing wax.

While the new stamps were current for
only one year, thousands were used and
today the varieties in cancelled conditior
are fairly common, fine copies selling at a
few dollars each. In unused condition
they are more desirable and in blocks are
really scarce.

Recently philatelists have been cele-
brating the centennial of the issuing of the
first stamp. During the early part of May
the Bureau of Engraving and Printing,
through the courtesy of the Post Office
Department, actually printed the current
6c air mail stamp at the Museum so that
the visitor could see a postage stamp pro-
duced. New York had on view at the
Collectors Club for a period of one week
many of philately’s choicest rarities issued
from 1840 to 1870. Philadelphia had a
similar exhibition at their Public Library.
Many other cities throughout the country
had philatelic exhibitions in commemora-
tion of the event.

The second country of the world to is-
sue stamps and the first in this hemisphere
was Brazil, whose premier issue appeared
on July 1, 1843. Switzerland followed
later in the same year while the United
States issued its first general issue in
1847. This consisted of two stamps—a 5c
brown with portrait of Benjamin Frank-
lin and a 10c black with portrait of
George Washington. It is odd as well as
interesting that these two portraits have
appeared on some denomination of every
regular issue of United States stamps
from 1847 to date. George Washington
was, of course, our first President and
Father of Our Country, while Benjamin
Franklin was our first Postmaster Gen-
eral and considered by many one of the
greatest men that ever lived. The tradi-

Mint

2 4 ROt o, S AL R Becon I e e Sl

Block of four with horizontal guide and margmﬂl marker ....
Bottom block of four with two plate Nos., arrow and marker .
Bottom block of four with two plate numbers

#703 2c YOR

Bi-colored

KTOWN

Block of four

One each of the five different items above for $1.25 (Cat. $3.87)

Stamps not accepted.

213 Seaton PI., N.E.

Money orders appreciated.

C. E. NICKLES

Postage extra under $1.00.

Washington, D. C.



“POTOMAC POSTAL CARS” AND
THE “GREAT POST” ROUTE

(Continued from page #83)

the only competition was the Baltimore
Steam Packet Co., one of the oldest
American steamship lines, having been
chartered in Maryland, March 18, 1840.
It was familiarly known as the “Old Bay
Line™ and is still operated as a subsidiary
of the Seaboard Air Line Railway. This
company connected with coast water
routes. In 1848 the R. F. & P. R. R. ac-
quired sufficient stock in this company to
divert both mail and freight to their line,
or the “inland route”.

The four steamers of the Potomac
Steamboat Co. controlled by the railroad
were seized in Washington, April 19, 1861,
by the Federal Government for use as
transports and armed vessels during the
course of the War. The steamboat com-
pany was later paid $170,000 for these
boats. $50,000 was the share of the rail-
road company.

The R. F. & P. Railroad was notable
for early use of mail cranes, or as the
railroad men call them, “catcher” cranes,
for use at non-stop stations.

So much for the Washington, Rich-

" mond and Potomac link in the “Great

Post” Route from Portland, Me., to New
Orleans, La. What humans, animals, or
vehicles made up the remaining links that

: carried the Great North-South Mail in

the thirties of the 19th century?

I am greatly indebted to Mr. Mordecai
for practically all of the information in
the above notes.



Notes - Re - article submitted by Fred G. Floyd - October 20th, 1938 -
entitled, "New York Commats on Letters of San Francisco origin"

3*

3%

"For the receipt of letters destined for transportation over
these routes (Nicaragua and Ind,Opp., Line via Panama) letter bags
were provided unofficially at certain points convenient to the publiec
and kept open until just previous to the hour of sailing,"

3*

*

It may be worthy of notice in passing to observe xXXXXXXXX
(the handstamp) "Stmr Sierra Nevada etc." xxx has generally been
construed to indicate actual carriage by the steamship "Sierra
Nevada"., in the Wills correspondence there were three covers bearing
this handstamp (#6 - 12 - 20), XxXxxx the first two of these covers
were in fact carried by the Sierra Nevada but the other (#20) left
San Francisco via the steamer Cortes, so that it evidently was not
the invariable practice to allocate this particular handstamp to the
Sierra Nevada sailings but that occasionally at least it was in
service for the use of other ships of the Nicaragua Steamship Co.
Line as well, Also it may be interesting to note that some letters
xxxx to the East by the Sierra Nevada do not bear the "Stmr Sierra
Nevada" handstamp, as note covers 15 - 26 and 31, Another belief
that the Wills correspondence stamps as fallacious is the i1dea that
all covers traversing the Nicaragus route bore a "Via Nicaragua"
handstamp, This 1s not the fact for no less than seven of these
covers (3 - 17 = 22 - 24 - 26 - 31 and 33) show no handstamp marking
indicative of the Nicaragua route, although the evidence of carriage
by the Nicaragua Steamship Co. is conclusive,"




Eugene Klein Auction

ABOUT 75 persons were at the 117th
auction sale held by Eugene Klein
on May 17, 1940, when early deluxe
covers, 1847 to 1869 mint blocks, 1861
premieres gravures, special printings, Co-
lumbian dollar blocks, carriers and en-
velopes were sold by order of Wharton
Sinkler, and other owners. Bidders in-
cluded three bankers.

Prices maintained a good level, espe-
cially in view of the fact that several
important U, S. collections have been
sold lately. In many instances the ma-
terial brought well over catalog.

A Baltimore, Md., 1847 (No. 28) S5c
red brown tied by doubly struck blue
“5” in oval to buff envelope, cataloging
$35, brought $40 and a 5c deep early
impression tied by blue “10” in oval to
white cover postmarked “Baltimore, Md.”
brought $70. A Mississippi Packet 3c
1851 tied by blue “Natchez” to blue cover
with marking “Route 7309” and catalog-
ing $20 brought $22; a 3c 1851 New York,

Y., on “Cheap Inland and Ocean Post-
age” propaganda envelope with pictures
of early type locomotive and side-wheeler
steamboat brought $88; and a 3c 1851
used with blue Eagle carrier, together
tied by blue Philadelphia town to small
white envelope brought $21; A Westtown,
Pa., local on front of small white en-
velope on which is also used a 3¢ 1857
tied by a “Westchester, Pa.” cataloging
$10.00, brought $12.25. A Wilmington,
N. C., 1847 10c tied by blue town to buff
envelope on which is repeated the post-
mark brought $95 against an estimated
value of $75. A 10c black, block of four,
No. 29E, formerly in the Ackerman col-
lection, cataloging $250, brought $500.
In the 1851 imperforates a lc blue, type
II, block of four, o.g. very fine (catalog
No. 31) brought full catalog value of
$125; a 3c orange red o.g. magnificent
block of four brought $120 as against
an estimated value of® $100.

In the 1857-60 perforated issues, a lc
blue type V, block of four, o.g., fine and
fresh, cataloging $8.50, brought $8.00 and
a Jc red type II, o.g. very fine block of
four cataloging $4 brought $7; a 5c
brown, type I, block of four, o.g. (No.
47) brought full catalog price of $750
and a 5c orange brown type II, block of
four, o.g. very fine, No. 48, brought $110
as against a catalog value of $125.

In the 1857-60 reprints, a 1lc bright
blue, very fine, cataloging $7 brought $6
and a 12c greenish black, very fine ($54E)
cataloging $35 brought $38 while a 90c
blue, very fine (#54H) cataloging $45,
brought $42. %

In the 1861 regular issue a 3c rose
block of four, o.g, very fine (#65) cata-
loging $7 brought $7.50. In the 1862-66,
a 15¢ black block of four, o.g., superb,
ex Lozier collection, cataloging $500,
brought $450. In the 1867 with embossing,
a 10c green corner block of four, superb
0.g., formerly in the Ackerman collection,
cg&z)log No. 96, brought full catalog of

In the 1861 re-issues, an o.g. lc blue,
No. 102, cataloging $10, brought $15, and
a Sc light brown, o.g.,, No. 105, catalog-
ing $40.00, brought $40. In the 1869
Pictorials, a 3¢ ultramarine block of four,
0.g., very fine, Catalog No. 114, brought
full catalog of $12 and a 6¢ ultramarine
block of four with part of imprint, o.g.,
very fine, also brought full catalog of
$200.00.

Among the heaviest purchasers at the
sale were: R. Y. Furman, H. A. Robi-

nette, Phillip H. Ward, Jr., Nassau Stamp
Co., Spencer Anderson, Ezra D. Cole,
Economist Stamp Company, Y. Souren,
and the New England Stamp Company
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4858 Park Boulevard,
Oakland, California.
May 2, 1937.

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook,
434 South Grand Ave.,
Fort Thomas, Kentucky.

Dear Mr. Ashbrook:

I greatly enjoyed your letter of the 19th, and thanks for
the data from the Needham article and memorandum from Fred Floyd.
Had a letter from Floyd the other day, asking for some information
on steamer sailings of 1854-5. I was able to give him most of
what he needed.

Your photograph of my Star of the West cover had me puzzled
for a while but I think I know the answer. The cover is definitely
not repaired, nor is there any difference in color between the top
and the bottom. I think what happened was that you photographed it
enclosed in the kodapak card in which I sent it; the bottom part of
the cover rested in a pocket of kodapak, and while this makes only a
minor difference in shade when you look at it direectly, it would
probably make quite a difference on a photographic plate. You ean
compare the photograph with the one I sent you, or with the repro-
duction in "STAMPS"™ for March 27th, and you will note that in these
there is no difference in shade.

Many thanks indeed for pictures of the Three Cent 1851.
These are just exactly what I wanted.

There is no question in my mind but that the Star of the West
was a Vanderbilt vessel originally. The following, from en ad in
the Alta of July 9, 1853, establishes that:

"This Company have now the following splendid
steamers, which will secure a spare vessel on either
ocean, giving a guaranty to passengers against any
delay on the Isthmus:

ON THE PACIFIC
Sierra Nevada Brother Johathan
Cortes Pacifie

ON THE ATLANTIC
(For New York)
Northern Light Star of the West
Prometheus

(For New Orleans)
Daniel Webster and Texas."

I think it entirely probzble that it remained in the Vanderbilt
line until that line sold out to the Pacific Mail in 1858. I
believe your solution of the cover is probably the correct one,
that the sender intended it to go by the Star, but inadvertently
or mistakenly dropped it in the post office, where of course it
went by the contract route.

One thing that always puzzled me was how the Vanderbilt



Line made letter-carrying pay - whether they charged a fee for
carrying mail, and, if they did, how they kept t=y—icept the Post
Office Department and the Pacific Mail off their necks. The answer
is, I believe, that it did not pay, in dollars and cents, but pro-
bably did in good will. Here is a Vanderbilt ad in the Alta of
August 14, 1853:

"The mail bag will close 15 minutes before the
sailing of the steamer - All letters Free."

I shall enclose list of Pacific Mail mail sailings for
the years 1852-6 inclusive. The years 1852-3 are in an "expanded"
form, the way I expect to have them all eventually, sprinkled with
pertinent notes from the contemporary press, which I think make very
interesting reading. I am going all over the ground a second time
to get these, because I originally tock my data from a commercial
sheet ("Prices Current and Shipping News.") which wasn't much of a
newspaper, and I did not realize until I got up to 1856 how much of
interest in the newspapers I was missing. I don't quiteifknow yet
how I am going to get the data for 1849-50 and '5l1. The Alta file
for 1849 has about the last two months only in the Bancroft Library,
and even that is not available because it is in very pcor condition
and is in process of being reproduced by photography. I understand
there is a complete file for that year in the State Library at
Sacramento, and I may have to get scmebody up there to get it for me.
The 1850-1 file at the Bancroft is on the "rare manuscript" list,
which means that it can be inspected only on week-days and in the
day time (when there's somebody around to keep an eye on you) and
that's just the time when I can't ever get there. I think I can
perhaps pull a string or two and get a special dispensation. I hope
SO.

; As an experiment I was able to put together practically a
complete list of Sailings from Panama and Arrivals in San Francisco
for the first nine months of 1853. Practically always, in announc-
ing the arrival of a steamer, the Alta prints a condensed version

of her log, showing the departure from Panama. There is one appar-
ent gap in the list which I was unable to fill. There is no way
that I know of to get the dates of Arrivals in Panama.

I have picked up several 1849 sailing dates from San Francisco,
not from contemporary sources, but from an article, which is well
documented and gives the impression of reliability. It 1s one by
J. B. Kemble entitled, "The Genesis of the Pacifie Mail Steamship
Company", Vol. XIII, Nos. 3 and 4, California Historical Society
Quartery (1934.) The Oregon left San Francisco on April 12th (the
first trip out of San Francisco) and arrived in Panama May 5th.

The California sailed from S, F. on May 1, and the Panama on June
20th, 1849.

From the same article I took the following cocncerning W. H.
Aspinwall, which might be of interest to you:

"Son of John Aspinwall, & merchant, and
grandson of a sea captain, William Henry Aspin-
wall had been early apprenticed to his uncles,

G. G. and S. Howland, who were important merchants
of the day, carrying on a heavy trade with Eng-
land, Mexico and the Mediterranean. At 25 years

of age he was admitted as a partner in the firm
with a quarter interest, and five years later,




in 1837, the management of the entire business,

whose capital was $200,000, was turned over to

him and his cousin, Edgar Howland. In the same

year the firm's name was changed to Howland & Aspinwall
By this time it handled the largest general trading,
exporting and importing business of any hcuse in New
York. The firm retained through the difficult finan-
cial years following 1837 'its heavy trade with England
and the Mediterranean lands and remained without a rival
in the Pacific trade and scarcely an equal in the West
and East Indies shipping. Its fleet of clipper ships
was well known in the chief ports, and its profits were
rapidly making Aspinwall a2 leading merchant and capital-
ist in New York.'"

The inner quote is from the Dictionary of American Biography.

You mention the Uncle Sam. She was a Vanderbilt steamer,
built especially for the Pacific run. She arrived in San Francisco
on September 19, 1853. Left New York June 22d, arrived at Panama
56 days later, left Panama September 3d. (Alta, Sept. 19th). She
is referred to as an "Independent Opposition Steamer" in the news
article, but I am quite sure this means "Vanderbilt." My Jjourney
through the Alta files has progressed only to the end of September,
1853, and the next twoc or three months will disclose whether she
immediately takes up her duties in the Vanderbilt line. I though
I would find some news articles about the dissolution of the "New
York and San Francisco Line" but I did not. Its former vessels,
the Cortes and the Winfield Scott simply appear in the sailiqgg of
the Nicaragua and Pacific Mail lines respectively. She &g con-
signed to W. F. Babcock & Co. A Babcock had something to do with
the "N. Y. & S. F." but when that company parted with both its
Pacific steamers it must have given up the ghost.

It is entirely possible that the "seven-bar" N. Y, grid
I have, dated Apr. 4, is 1855 and not 1854, although the shade is
more what you would expect for 1854, expecially from a large office
like New York where the turn-over in stamps is rapid.

Speaking of the ten-cent rate having gone into effect on
April 1, 1885, I picked up an interesting cover the other day. It
is from Brownsville, Vt., written by a father to his son in Auburn,
California. The letter inside is dated April 1, 1855. The cover
is postmarked Apr. 3, and bears a pair of 3's (which the o0ld man
put on himself at home) and then a single three and a Type IV one,
which the postmaster made him put on when he went down to the post
office. All four stamps are stamped "PAID." It is, anyway, a
"third day ,cover" if not a "first day cover." Incidentally, what
is the earliest known use of the ten cent rate?

I shall put in with this letter, along with the miscellaneous
junk already referred to, a transcript of an interesting letter
I picked up the other day from a2 California-bound goldsecker in
1850, describing the crossing of the Isthmus quite interestingly
and his two months trip on a sailing vessel up to San Francisco.
I have two other letters from the same party, one written at Nariposa
in the Fall of 1850 (postmarked Stockton) and one written the follow-
ing Spring from Brown's Bar on the Feather River (postmarked Sacra-
mento City.) He describes mining methods, Indisns, Mexicans, etc.
very interestingly.




Going back to what we were saying about the Uncle Sam, it
may turn out that there was a short-lived company which operated her
for a while. If Chase's surmise is correct, the Uncle Sam, North
Star and Yankee Blade belonged to this supposed independent company.
The Yankee Blade was building in the East in the Summer of 1853.
By the time she could have been completed and brought to the Pacific
I am sure the Uncle Sam was in Vanderbilt's line. I have no data
on the North Star. I did notice incidentally (understand that I have
been confining myself closely to material for my Pacific Mail sailing
list) that occasionally a Vanderbilt Ship comes in - a ship unquestion
ably belonging to the Vanderbilt line, such as the Sierra Nevada, and
the shipping news indicates that she came, not only from San Juan.del
Sud, but from Panama. It is possible that Chase's postmark, "INDE-
PENDENT LINE AHEAD OF THE MAILS - YANKEE BLADE AND NORTH STAR- VIA
PANAMA" may be a Vanderbilt marking used on a trip which went clear to
Panama. It is rather improbable that any other line would boldly
swipe Vanderbilt's slogan "Ahead of the Mails." And it is certain
that no small competitor running via Panama could truthfully advertise
"ahead of the mail," for vessels like the Golden Gate and the John
L. Stephens were quite certainly the fastest ships on the Pacifiec.
The only way to get ahead of them would be, not by outsailing them,
but by taking a short cut, such as that through Nicaragua.

The Sierra Nevada arrived in San Francisco on March 23, 1853.
She left New York Dec. 12, 1852 and arrived in Panama after a voyage
of 58 days. Her commander, J. Dayton Wilson, died of fever at
Panama on March lst.

Well, sometimes it's all very confusing, but time will resolve
much of the confusion, and I think we will get a reliable idea of
the situation yet.

Ed Jessup sent me word he expects to be down town at noontime
someday this week and will make a luncheon date. He always has much
to relate of his various trips east, and I shall be glad to see him.

Yours sincerely,

CO N fbeael



4858 Park Boulevard,
Oakland, California.
May 16, 1937.

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook,
424 South Grand Avenue,
Fort Thomas, Kentucky.

Dear Mr. Ashbrook:

I was indeed sorry to learn from your card that you have been.
ill abed. For a fellow who has as many philatelic irons in the fire
as you have it must be very trying. 1 haven't been sick for so many
years (knock! knock!) that I am sure I should be a most troublesome
patient. Certainly hope it will soon all be ancient history.

Well, I have some more data on our mystery postmark ("Independert
Line Ahead of the liails - Yankee Blade and North Star - Via Panama.")
Already I have to retract some of the conjectures expressed as lately
as my last letter. You will remember that in one of the two forms ©f
this postmark "Uncle Sam" replaces "Yankee Blade." You will also re-
call that in my last letter I expressed the opinion that when the
Uncle Sam reached San Francisco she probably went into service with
the Vanderbilt Line. Well, she didn't. ©She was the first boat on the
Pacific of a third line, and the same line originally operated the
Yankee Blade on the Atlantic. The Yznkee Blade later operated on the
Pacific (whether she was brought there by this line I do not know yet)
but at least as early as December, 1853, She was running for Mills on
the Atlantic and connecting with the Uncle Sam. The same line was
operating the America on the Atlantic. I have every expectation of
finding the North Star in this line before it blows up, and that would
be about all that is necessary to classify the handstamp in question
as a Mills Line. products. Here is the advertisement of the first run
from San Francisco of the Uncle Sam (Alta, Qet: 8, 1858);

" TINDEPENDENT OPPOSITION LINE
For New York and Panama
At Reduced Rates.

Through to Panama without stopping. The new and
unrivalled steamship UNCLE SAM, 2000 tons burthen, W.
A. Mills, commander, will leave Jackson St. wharf on
Sunday morning, Uctober 16th, at 8 o'clock, connecting
on the Atlantic with the new and splendid steamship
AVERICA, 1400 tons burthem, C. B. Mitchell, commander.

The Uncle 8am has no rival for speed, comfort or
ventilation. Her extraordinary passage round the Horn
of 44 days stamps her as the fastest steamer on the
Pacific. It is confidently expected she will make the
passage to Panama in twelve days. ' For freight or pas-
sage apply to

G. B. POST & CO., Agents
Or at the office of the Line, corner Jackson and East Sts."

On the same day the Sierra Nevada was leaving San Francisco for
the Vanderbilt Line, and the Golden Gate for the Pacific Mail. The
sailing notices of the three companies run side by side in the Altas.

You will notice that the emphasis in this advertisement is laid
on speed. Evidently it was thought that the Uncle Sam, with her assumed
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superiority of speed, and by cutting out all way stops, would be able
to reach Panama "Ahead of the Mails." Perhaps after all Mills did
deliberately steal Vanderbilt's slogan. It must have been quite a
blow to his pride when, on the run back from Panama, the Golden Gate
took the Uncle Sam on for a race, and beat her by a day!

In the Alta of Nov. 17th, 1853, I find the following news item:

"The new steamer America, the first of MNr.
Edward Mills' opposition line on the Atlantic side,
reached Aspinwall with 250 passengers. They embarked
on board the Uncle Sam, which left for San Francisco
on the 3d. inst."

S In the Alta of December 16th, 1853, the Uncle Sam is advertised

to sail for Panama, to connect there with the Yankee Blade, and the
line is stated to be composed of the steamers Uncle Sam, America and
Yankee Blade.

What I really expect to find - although of course I am just
guessing now - is that the Yankee Blade was transferred to the Pacific,
the North Star added to the Atlantic side of the line, and then the H
Yankee Blade and the North Star - or the Uncle Sam and the North Star
(the two known combinations in the postmark) connecting at Panama. P
The idea behind the postmark would then be that the "Yankee Blade and
North Star" or the "Uncle Sam and the North Star" as the case might be,
by their concerted action would get you to New York "Ahead of the Mails -
Via Panama." Perhaps there are other forms of the postmark yet unknown,
such as "Uncle Sam and America."

I know the Yankee Blade was eventually brought to the Pacifie,
not only from the information you gave me in one of your letters (which .
I believe you said you had from Fred Floyd) but also from the chorus on
an emigrant song, from which I quoted a couple of verses in my recent
"STAMPS" article:
"Then come along, come.along,

You that want to go;
"The best accommodations,"

and "the passage very low."
Our boats they "are large enough,"

Don't be afraid,
The Golden Gate is going down

To beat the Yankee Blade."

Incidentally, when the author of that ditty spoke, in one of the other
verses, of being "kicked ashore at Panama by the Independent Line" I
wouldn't be surprised if he meant the Mills Line. The other "Independen"
line didn't run to Panama. Archer B. Hulbert in his very interesting
Atlantic Monthly Prize book entitled "Forty-Niners" has his characters
singing this song in 1842, when such a race couldn't possibly have taken
place before 1854! Just shows that even a highly competent professional
historian can pull a boot once in a while.

Have you the Postal Laws and Regulations of 18527 Floyd very kindly
volunteered to lend me his copy, which I now have, and I am copying out
considerable of it, although the whole thing would take toc much time.

If you wish, I can send you a carbon. From it I learned that Vanderbilt
was entitled to two cents a letter put into the N, Y. post office, so he
did make some money on his mail*carrying, contrary to my assumption in my

last letter. With best wishes for your .renewed good health’/f%;TL‘;eéﬂf




LIST OF PACIFIC MAIL STLAMSHIP CO. SAILINGS FROM SAN PRANCISCO,
CARRYING THE ATLANTIC MAILS, (Commencing 1852.)
1852.

Jan. 1 Thursday ORLGCN.
Jan. 16 Friday CALIFORNIA.
Feb. .1 Sunday TEXRESSEE,

_ Occasional Sunday sailings occur in 1852 znd 1853. Thereafter,
when the regular sailing date falls on Sunday, the ship customarily =
salls the Saturday before, until the change of salling-dates in Sep-
tember, 1855, after which the sailing occurs on the following Ycnday.

Feb. 18 Vednesday PARLIK,

Originaily advertised to szil on the l4th. "“e are authorized
to state that the Kail ftesmer Panama will not sail until the 18th
inst., 2t the usual hour." G. F. ALTA CALIFOR:IA, Feb. 14, 1852.

Feb., 28 Saturday QRLGON. /

-Wi'e understand that the Postmaster Cenersl has approved an
arrangement by which the -trunsit of the great mail between San Fran-
ciseo 2nd New York will be much aceclerated. The through mails for
Panama and the Atlantic Stutes sre to be dispatched in the first class
steamers -f the Pacific Nail Company, .touching at Agapuleo only zand
lessening the time betwesn this city and Penama to sbout fourteen days.
The way mails for Monterey, San. Diego etc. are to be dispatched by
other stesmers of the Compsny, lesving two cr three days earlier so ss
to mske the necessery connections at Panazms. This arrangement will no
doubt prowg highly eceptable to the public. It goes into effeet im-
mediately.”™ 5. F. ALTA, Feb. 14, 185%.

The foregoing accounts for socue of the sailings whieh follow
in the next two wonths, on days other than the firstamd the middle
of the month, The Oregon carried way mazil on the trip of Feb. 28;
the Northerner, on Esrch 2d, doubtless carried the tirough mail.

Mar. 2 Tuesday EORTHERNER.
ar. 15 Londay CALIFORLIA. :
Mar. 20 Seturday TERNEC SEE.

The Tennesseee carried the through mzil on this trip. It 1s
probable thut the Califerniu, on the 15th, carried only the wgy nail.

Apr. 5 Hondey. . GOLDEN GATE.
Apr, 8 Thursday PANANA .

The Panama was original

~ Ly advertised to sail Aipril lst,
"Carryin he U. 8, and way 1
ying t y

i 5+ lo seiling or clearance appears
in the shipping news for that and she wvas subseguently sdvertised
to sail on April 8th, w»ith no reference tc msil. It is uncertain
whether she carried mail or not. In this connccticn it should be borne
in wsind that vessels belouging to the Company were frequently naking
trips to Panemes, carrying passengers and freight, but no mail. For ex-
ample, the Republic was advertised to sail on Harch 1l, 1852, and the
Constitution on ¥Yareh 13th. -

»
e



1852.

Apr. 15 Thursday COLULBUS.

The Columbus carried way mail on the 15th. The Northerner
. was originally sdvertised to carry "the U, ©. and way mails" on the
15th. Her sailing was postponed to the 18th, and on that date she .
doubtless carried the through mail, because of the sailing of the
Columbus threes days earlier. ‘
Apr. 18 Sunday - NORT
May 3 Monday. COLU

; 'I,u-._fH.

mL-Ih °

The Columbiz and the Columbus are different vessels.
{ <, ‘ -
C May 16 Sunday PANLHA
= June 1 Tuesday T‘n‘,.. .

-7

June 18 Iriday CALIFCRNIA.

: The Hortherner was advertised to sall on the 16th, but she was
delayed in arriving from Pansca znd dld not get in until the 16th. The
Czliforndé was therefore substituted in her place, &nd the sailing post-
poned until the 16tk to facilitste returns to correspondence receiyed
via the NWortherner. 4

—1 1 ~ A

June 28 Konday OLDEN GATE.

—

Adwvertised %0 sail ®with extra U. &5, maiias ™

JU.ly 1 -mp r‘qr!f y CGL{;' l“lIl: .
July 15 Thursda NORTHERNCR.
July Z1 Caburdsy OREGCON.

In this instance the salling was sdvenced one dey, August lst
falling on Sund&y.

Aug. 15 Sunday  PANAZA.

Advertised to sail on Caturday the 14th, but did not sail until
the 15th at 5 A; H. Mail probebly postmarked "the 14th,

"Caplain Enight h obligingly ordered & letter bag to be kept
open on board the F. M. S« £. Panana up te the hour of her salling,
Sunday morning, 5 o'clock, fcor the accommodétion of those who caznnot
close their correspondence in seazson for the post office.™ ALTA,Aug.l4.

[
0
i

l 4 l 3 YYD T A

Sep. ‘ednesday CALIFORNIA, : ;

The following, from the ALTA of fAug. ‘u, 185%, is of interest to
Philatelists: "The postuaster of this city wishes the public cautioned
against the use of sealing wax in transmitting thelir correspondence. In
the warmer latitudes the »ax mklu:, causing whole uUudles to stick to-
gether, and when opened it is almost iz o'wib'a tc separate them without
defacing the spperscription. Gum arzbit or common Wafers are an excel-
lent substitute, and will not be &ffected by asny climete.”

w

Sep. 16 Thursday GOLDEN BGATE.
Qets 1 ‘riday TERNZISSEL,

OCt. 16 :.‘" tu]-‘l“:‘y .an q:/:;o




~ Nov. 1 Monday | CALIFORNIA. - \

NOV . 16 ‘ Tue Sday G’O LD.LJI\‘ G;‘i T.\.; ° "
_ Dee. 1 Jednesday PANAKL, : 5
% Dec. 16 * Thursday TERNESSEE.

The following frequently appears in the Pa cific Kail advertise-
ments throughout 1852: - : :

"... As the Railroad is now in operation the passengers can
cross. the Isthmus in one day at a very moderate expense, say:

s 25 miles from Paznama to Gorgon (being hire of mule)  $12.00

: 20 miles from the latter to Soldsde 5.00
17 milcs from: the latter to Aspinwall . ; 2,00 -
Withcut s wule, £T, or with er;enff of mule $195.00

- Pas 3engr*s leuv+ag Fzpams 3t 4 A, 8. can arrive 't ﬁ;pinwcll ﬂnd
be aboard the boat the same ewening.®

1853,

Jan, 1 ~ Datyrday NORTHERNER, |
Jan. 15 ‘. Daturdsy GOLDEN GATE,
Feb, 1 Tuesdey TENNESSEE.

This was the Tennessee's last trip. ©On the return from Pznama
. 'she went sshore iIn a fog on SBunday morning, Harch 6th, four miles north
.of the Gate, 2t a pcint thien called Indlan Cove, and sinee called
Tennessee Cove. 1 e been told, but eannct vuuch for the statement,
that at: the loves 25 of the year her engines asre still visible.

"The mail weode up at the Post 0ffice feor the Tennessee which
salled on the lst was thﬂ lsrgest that has ever laft Sen Franciseo. As
nearly as can be computed there were one dun4rtd thousend letters and
twenty thousand newspapers, the vhole composing 2 'mifl of ninety-two

large canvas bags." ALTA, Teb. 2, 1853. ‘ .
Feb., 15 Tuesday PANAMA.

S An extra trip, Gsrryinz the ?ﬁy mails,
Feb. 16 Yednesdey C”IVOFWI

"The mall brought up by the Coldsn CGate yesterday was the
largest ever sent to this c¢ountry. There were 105 large bags, some of
which welghed upwards of 209 pounds.” ﬁLTL, Feb. 20, 1852.

H) o
.’

l'al‘ < l TUC 5 ﬂf)}" G P..T'lGOE .
¥ar, 16 . Tednesday GOLDEN GATE. .

= The mall carried on this tr; vas ‘150,000 letters and 35,000
newspapers. ALTA, Narch 16, 1853. - :
Apr. 1 Friday . CALIEQGRNILA.

Apr. 9 Saturday . - COLUMBUS,

,Beginning as c¢f this date weskly "ai service vas put into
effect, bnt it was entirely u:qut*sf ctary snd:-was termingted with the
ailing of June 16th, The "in-between®" trips ecarried way meils, and
/ stopped at Monterey, San Diego and Acapuleco.  The "regular® trips car-

' ; ried through mail end stopped -at feapulco only.




1853.

‘b "Steesmer day, the first under the new weekly meil arrangement, °
has come and gone withcut any of the bustle of preparation, the excite-
ment of parting, and the fatigue and dullness that marks the day after.
The day was entirely wid of that life and action which usually dis-
tinguish the event among our citizens. There was no hurry in the street
nor bustle indoors; no particularly anxiocus faces in any department of
business. The malls were made up #nd sent away znd the expres: offices
despatched their parcels.. The amount of treasure sent was very small,
but one or two of our banking houses making shipments by the Columbus.,
The steamer took away very few of our citizens, and her departure was
unmarked by any incident; almost unnoted by the ccummunity.

R...This 18 owing in 2 great measure tou the strangeness of the
event, the publie not y-t being prepared tc enter with spirit into the
new arrangement, and in the exlsting conditicn of aflairs among business
men not fesling the necessity of svailing themselves of the zdditicnal
mail faecllities that are offered, Beslde this the Columbus is not a
favorite, notwlthstanding her good gualities,” 5. F. ALTA, Apr.i0, '53.

Apr. 17 Sunday HORTHERNER,

Advertised to sail on the 16th, but held until early morning
on Sunday the 17th. This nas because ¢f the arrival in Sen Francisco
of the Golden Gate on the 1Cth, the delsy being to facilitate returns to
correspondence received by thet wvessel. ' Hajl probzbly postmarked
the thho -

Apr., 23 Saturdey ISTHIUS.
Apr. 30 Beturday GOLDEN GATE.

The flrst of Bay {s5lling on Sundzy, the sciling was advanced
. one daYe :

Yay 7 Saturday PARARA,
= "The steamer Pansma will leave today at 6 P2, ¥. in place of
the Uregon bafore advertissd.” S. F..ALTA, Kay 7, 1853, :

<

5 Hay 16 Nendsy JOBN L. BTEPHENS.

¢
. - First run of the John L. Zte hens. She left New York on or
about January 12, 1853, and arvlived in Panama, via Cape Horn, on March
4th, fifty-threc days cut from New York. che srrived in San Franeisco
on April 3d, and was the center of much iIntérest among the citizens.
The vesssl was nawed after z partn=r of V. #. Aspinwcll in the Panama
Rallyay Company. '

‘ Kay 24 Tuesday - REPUBLI

June 1 Tednesday CALIFORKIA.
June 8 Tednesday COLUXBUS. :
June 186 Thursday GOLDEE GATE.

"iithout surprise or regret ws learned yesterday that the weekly
meil communication, or rathcr we should ssy the weckly mail steamers,
between Californla and the itlantic Elates had been suspended - stopped.

> The event 13 not unexpected - the grrangement has been of no =arthly

3 advantage to any one excapt the dealers in coal and ships' stores, who
hzve had the contracts to.supyply the steanmers empluyed in the transport-
ation of the mails. There has besen no we:kly commuvnitstion since the
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1855.

arrangement began, nothing but confusion, dissatisfaction and disgppoint-
ment to all parties has come of it. The steamers on this side end on

the other, used in the transit of the intervening or weekly malls, have
been wholly incapable of carrying out the plsn. In each instence they
have failed to land the mails from this port at Panama before the arrival
of the succeeding steamer of the lst or 15th. The P. ¥, 5. Co. under-:
took the arrangement with out sufficient ships and have dept the plan in
operation at & positive loss to themselves from the commencement, They
are under no obligations to continue the arrangement, it appears, not

_having contracted with the U. &, Government, nor entered inte any form of

N

agreement with the Post Office epartment to-carry the mails weckly, "

¥r. George Law has notified the P, M. °. Cop. that hHis weeckly steamers are
withdrawn, and the arrangewzent broken up on the Atlantic side, and this
had decided the agents of the P. X. 2. Co. in this city to stop short in
their operations snd keey back the Northerner, which w#as announced to sal
on Friday next. Henceforth the mails will be cerried semi-monthly as
before.” 5. F. ALTA, June 22, 1853. :

July 1 Friday ORAGON.
July 16 Saturiay JONE L. STHPHENS.

Aug. ‘1 londay EORTHLRK{R. e
fug. 16 Tuesday FINTIELD BCOTT. =

The first trip of this vessel for the Paeific ¥sil.  She had been

operated for more than a year by sn independsnt live, first seemingly
called the "Telegraph Line™ (&LT4, fpr. Z0, 1852) an? later ozlled the »
"New York and Ssn Iraneisce Line" (ALT4, June 16, 'S znd later.) 1%
~#as sometimes referied to as "Babeock's Independent line.* It also op-
perated the Cortes (later zecuired by the Venderbilt Line) on the Pacifie
and - the United Stetes on the Atlsntie. Infcrzation on this company will
be appreciated. It vas epperently z sericus competitor of the other
lines, as vltuess the following frop fnos Christran's journel (Published
under the titls of 7One Man's Gold") under date ¢f June 28, 1852:

"4 lurge nusber of ;persons bound for Fincke held o mecting on

bong vharf end formed & compeny of I7, myselfl included, Great excitement
prevailed anong the passengers snd steunbost runners.” The steemship
Golden Gate come down froim Fenicls., She is : splendid boet and a good
deal of competition exists lLetween lLer snd the “infield Scott, slso an
excelilent bozt. Fare is wery low on both of them, steerzge to Panama
being only {40, ¢ obtained our choice of berths in the forward saloon
or cabin in the Winfield Fecott at £40, which had been selling singly

Seps 1 Thursdey OREGON.

"iA great deal of complaint is wade upon the srrivel of sach
Sgstern mail thet portions of it Tor this elty are not delivered for
several days aftervards.... The Fault liecs with the offices where the
sissing cails ere wade up, and not in Ssn Praneisco. Under an order
Tfrom the llecd of the Department, the New Yorl, Beston znd Hew Orleans
offices make up separate bags for Taeramento znd Stoekton (nn¢ perhaps
other points in the interior of this State) which bags do not pass.
through the San Trencisco office =t - 1, although it 1s the distribution
office propcrly for this Coast. Prom the inherent dafeets 4n this ar-
rangement partlally, but more ecspecially through the carelessness of
clerks iIn the Bastcrm offices, large auantitles of matter belonglng to
San Francisco are gliced in the bags directed to Sacramento, Stoekton.
&c, shese bags go directly forward, are opened.at the points of dis-
tribution and the matter for this city returned or not as the case may bel
ALTA; iug. @, 1853,
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‘Bep. 16 - 'Pridsy .  JOHN L. STLPHINS.
e U Saturday - PANARL.

feti. 18 Sunday GULDEN GATL. -

Note Sundny éailing. This vesscl had not made a trip since June!

it

‘w¥e nfe informed that. thé Golden Gate will be detsined at the depet

at Benicia for the ncxt o monihs undergoing repairs. This vessel has
been running sens interuission for two years, &nd since her arrival in
the Pecific hee been carrying the walls snd passengers petucen Hen Fran-
eisco and Panzma. During the tice she Lias--cieared $800,000 for the Com--
. pany. - . ohe hes been under the commena of Capt. relterson irom thie morent
she was run off the stocks until the gresent tise, and he has made her
the most populsr, as she 1is the finest, vessel on the rFacifiec.® B4 F.
ALTA, July 1%, 1&5c. g

- PTHE QOLLEN GATE. This fine stezmer, we have said, is to lay up
" for two months or so, for the purpose of having a fiew seloon fitted up.
The following are the princial stetistics of Lisr history:

_ "Leunched February, 1tSl. Lelt hew York for Annapolis on a trial |
trip July 10, 1E01, returncc on the lGthe Left Bew York for ransms Aug.
§, 18651, srrived at Pangns-Oct, 16, 1881.- Left ransima on her first trip
Nov. ¥, 1851. She has made 1l trips from Famaws o San Franelsco, 10 -
trips from Sen Franeisco tc Foncuma. She has carried 12,178 pussengers
 and 818,208,930 in trezsure. k¢ has carried the mails 17 times in 2111

bags eltogether.” ©E. F. LLTA, July 20, 1&3Z.

Nov. 1° . “Tumesday’ CALIFURGlA« i
Now. 15 Tuesday JUEN L. CIECHERG.
Pece 1° Toursday  ° WINFIELD SCOTE.

The last trip of the ¥infield Scott. The day after sailing, Deec.
-8, 1853, she was wrecked on snacage Island, off Danta Barbars, in a fog, -
‘and was a total losse

¥

Dec. 16 < . FRiday GOLDEN GATE.




PACIFIC MAIL STEAMSHIP CO. DEPARTURES FROM PANAMA AND ARRIVALS AT
< . SAN FRANCISCO, 1853. ‘ .

Left » . Vessel Arrived
Panama - San Francisco.
Dec. 20 $r CALIFORNIA Jan. 6 .
Dec. 26'S» PANAMA Jan. 11 (way mails.)
Jan. 4 TENNESSEE Jan. 19 :
Jan. 20 OREGON Feb. 5
Feb, 5 GOLDEN GATE Feb. 19
Feb. 19 TENNESSEE (Wrecked.)
Mar, 7 NORTHERNER Mar. 2%
Mar. 19 -JOHN L. STEV- : :

: ENS ADP. .5 \
AR GOLDEN GATE Apr. 15
Apr. 10 OREGON - APY 2
Apr. 18 PANAMA May >
Apr. 30 COLUMBUS May 20.
May 5 NORTHERNER  May 21
May 18- GOLDEN CGATE June 1
June 12 PANAMA - June 29
June 20 CALIFORNIA July 7
July 15 GOLDEN GATE July 18
July 20 OREGON Aug. b5
Aug., 9 JOHN L.

: STEVENS Aug. 1€ -

Aug . 20 - NORTHERNER Sep. "
Sep. 4 WINFIELD

SCOTT AEe s Tk,

/
°



1854.
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CONFEDERATE COLUMN

By AUGUST DIETZ

N starting out on this new assign-
ment—to contribute to STAMPS
an occasional column on Confeder-
ates—I am well aware of the fact
that small success will attend unless
I have the generous co-operation of
both student and collector in this
field. And, as I see it, this assistance
must come in the form of suggestions,
advice, the submitting of interesting
material for discussion, questions to
which you would like to have an-
swers, and problems of a technical
nature that perplex you. This alone
will make the Confederate Column
a live, successful and useful depart-
ment. And if we cannot make it just
that—and more—we had better look
on the philatelic map for Appo-
mattox. ...

The story of Confederates has been
told more than a decade ago—that is
to say, most of the essential data has
been gathered and put into a book
and, subsequently, arranged for a
comprehensive catalog. These two
guides would seem to cover all that
is necessary for the intelligent pur-
suit of this specialty. Nevertheless,
the book is not yet closed—the cata-
log not complete. Discoveries of
hitherto unknown material, in the
form of Provisionals and Hand-
stamps, stone and plate varieties, as
well as pertinent historical data, are
still being reported, and it will be
the purpose of this column to gather
these fragments for record, in order
that the wide-spread interest in the
stamps of The Lost Cause may con-
tinue to live and increase.

In line with this objective, we are
going to take up for discussion a
phase of the story of Confederates
which, to my knowledge, has not been
attempted before:

Where are the Towns of Origin

of the Povisionals?

This question was first propounded
by Maj. Hans V. Rudolphi, of Ber-
lin, now Editor of the Kohl Hand-
buch, in a letter inviting my collabo-
ration when the section treating the
Confederate States is to be prepared.
How superfluous this question seems !
Why not turn to the catalog: Aber-
deen is in Mississippi, Baton Rouge
in Louisiana, Charleston in South
Carolina, and so on down the line.
Now, if the Major had requested the
location of towns and villages repre-
sented by the postmarks in our collec-
tions of handstamped ‘Paids,” it
might have required some research—

but only the Postmasters’ Provision-
als '—Bah —Easy !

Really? . ..

And then I proceeded to tackle the
job—thought I could do it from

memory. . . .

I did not get very far before an
SOS went out for Uncle Sam’s Postal
Guide, plus the Geographic’s latest
atlas of the United States. Then
followed a second alarm for early
editions of the Guide. And still I
made little progress—for many of
these places have changed names or
disappeared entirely since the War
Between the States.

Then I turned to the Official Re-
ports of Postmaster-General Reagan
and the tables of Confederate post-
offices—to early Southern railroad
maps—and whatever other sources
I could think of that might yield the
needed information. But the result
was meager, indeed. Finally, I en-
listed the assistance of friends and
collectors in those Southern States
where my data was incomplete, with
the result that we may now add a
page of philatelo-geographic infor-
mation to our Confederate records—
information that may point the trail
to other hidden treasures. . .

It is quite possible that here and
there an error may be discovered,
wherefore a careful check-up is in-
vited, with the request that such a
“find” may be promptly reported.

GEOGRAPHIC LOCATION OF THE CONFED-
ERATE StTATES Post-OfFFIicEs FroMm
WHICHE POSTMASTERS PROVISIONALS
WERE [SSUED

(Based Upon the Dietz Confederate
States Catalog and Hand-Book)
(Republication Rights Reserved by the Author)

Aberdeen, Mississippi, Monroe County.

Abingdon, Virginia, Washington County.

Albany, Georgia, Dougherty County.

Anderson Court-House, South Carolina,
Anderson County.

Athens, Georgia, Clarke County.

Atlanta, Georgia, Fulton County.

Augusta, Georgia, Richmond County.

Austin, Mississippi, Tumen County.

Austin, Texas, Travis County.

Autaugaville, Alabama, Autauga County.

Barnwell Court-House, South Carolina,
Barnwell County.

Baton Rouge, Louisiana, East
Rouge County.

Beaumont, Texas, Jefferson County.

Bluffton, South Carolina, Buford County.

Bridgeville, Alabama, Pickens County.

Camden, South Carolina, Kershaw
County.

Canton, Mississippi, Madison County.

Chapel Hill, North Carolina, Orange
County.

Charleston, South Carolina, Charleston
County.

Baton
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Chattanooga, Tennessee, Hamilton
County.

Columbia, South Carolina, Richland
County.

Columbia, Georgia, Banks County.
Columbus, Georgia, Muscogee County.
Dalton, Georgia, Whitfield County.
Danville, Virginia, Pittsylvania County.
Demopolis, Alabama, Marengo County.
Eatonton, Georgia, Putnam County.
Emory, Virginia, Washington County.
Fincastle, Virginia, Botetourt County.
Franklin, North Carolina, Macon County.
Fraziersville (also Frazer), South Caro-
lina, Colleton County.
Fredericksburg, Virginia,
County.
Galveston, Texas, Galveston County.
Georgetown, South Carolina, George-
town County.
Goliad, Texas, Goliad County.
Gonzales, Texas, Gonzales County.
Greensboro (also Greenshorough), Ala-
bama, Hale County.
Greenville, Alabama, Butler County.
Greenville Court-House, South Carolina,
Greenville County.
Greenwood, Virginia, Albemarle County.
Grove Hill, Alabama, Clarke County.
Helena, Texas, Carnes County.
Hempstead, Texas, Waller County.
Hillsboro (also Hillsborough), North
Carolina, Orange County.
Hollandale (also Holland), Texas, Bell
County.
Houston, Texas, Harris County.
Independence (also Independance), Texas,
Washington County.
Jetersville, Virginia, Amelia County.
Jonesboro (also Jonesborough), Tennes-
see, Washington County.
Kingston, Georgia, Barton County.
Kingston, Tennessee, Roane County.
Knoxville, Tennessee, Knox County.
La Grange, Texas, Fayette County.
Lake City, Florida, Columbia County.
Lenoir, North Carolina, Caldwell County.
Lexington, Mississippi, Holmes County.
Liberty (now Bedford City), Virginia,
Bedford County.
Livingston, Alabama, Sumter County.
Lynchburg, Virginia, Campbell County.
Macon, Georgia, Bibb County.
Marietta, Georgia, Cobb County.
Marion, South Carolina, Marion County.
Marion, Virginia, Smythe County.
Memphis, Tennessee, Shelby County.
Milledgeville, Georgia, Baldwin County.
Mobile, Alabama, Mobile County.
Montgomery, Alabama, Montgomery
County.
Mount Lebanon (Mt. Lebanon), Louis-
iana, Bienville County.
Nashville, Tennessee, Davidson County.
Navasota, Texas, Grimes County.
Newnan, Georgia, Coweta County.
New Orleans, Louisiana, Orleans County.
New Smyrna, Florida, Volusia County.
Petersburg, Virginia, Dinwiddie County.
Pittsylvania Court-House, Virginia, Pitt-
sylvania County.
Pleasant Shade,
County.
Port Lavaca, Texas, Calhoun County.
Raleigh, North Carolina, Wake County.
Rheatown, Tennessee, Green County.
Richmond, Texas, Fort Bend County.
Ringgold, Georgia, Catoosa County.
Rutherfordton, North Carolina, Ruther-
ford County.
Salem, North Carolina, Forsyth County.
Salem, Virginia, Roanoke County.
Salisbury, North Carolina, Rowan County.
San Antonio, Texas, Bexar County.
Selma, Alabama, Dallas County.
Sparta, Georgia, Hancock County.
(Continued on Page 384)

Spotsylvania

Virginia, Greenville
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(Photo by ‘‘FLASH'’ HYMAN)

Pan-American Airways Clippers are carrying 1810 pounds of Red Cross medical supplies to the
war zone, in picture shown above. Supplies are being loaded aboard the Atlantic Clipper at La-
Guardia Field. Consigned to the American Legation at Lisbon, Portugal, the shipment includes
200 ampules of cerebral thorium dioxide for brain surgery. Volunteer staff assistants (left to
right) Elin Harte and Polly Pope, and Motor Corps Volunteer Ruth Sternberg assist in the loading.

Trade Notes

A special cacheted cover is to be
used when the S.S. Iroquois, of the
Cuba Mail Line, goes into service on
June 29, 1940. Orders for the covers
must be received before June 26th.
Details of how to obtain them appear
in an advertisement of the Cuba Mail
Philatelic Department elsewhere in
this issue.

Lester Brand, 635 Straight St., Cin-
cinnati, Ohio, has issued a new price
list of used airpost and used recent
issues of general foreign. Sent free on
request.

Scott Publications, Inc.,, 1 W. 47th
St.,, New York, N. Y., are distributing
sets of 54 pictorial stamps of the New
York World’s Fair, with the metallic
overprint for 1940. They sell for 15c
a set. Wholesale prices to dealers on
application.

Papercraft, Inc., of 3869 North Pal-
mer St., Milwaukee, Wisconsin, are
offering attractive cacheted envelopes
on good stock for the Wyoming and
Idaho stamps.

Gist of the News

The All-Boro Collectors Club of
New York is forming a reference col-
lection of philatelic seals and stickers
issued by other organizations in cele-
bration of the Postage Stamp Centen-
ary. They will be glad to exchange the

quantity of duplicates they have accum-
ulated with other clubs that may also
be interested and will send specimens
of the sheet they have issued to any
other club sending a self-addressed and
stamped envelope. Address S. S. Kahn,
142-46 Sanford Ave., Flushing, N. Y.

Our thanks to O. Hauben for a first
day cover from Rabat bearing the new
overprinted stamps of French Moroc-
co, reported as forthcoming in our
New Issues department of April 27th.
The current 65¢ stamp was used and
every other stamp (vertically) over-
printed 35¢c, the two stamps thus mak-
ing the foreign rate of 1Fr.

@
Confederate Column

(Continued from Page 383)

Spartanburg, South Carolina, Spartanburg
County.
Sumter, South Carolina, Sumter County.
Talbotton, Georgia, Talbot County.
Talladega, Alabama, Talladega County.
Tellico Plains, Tennessee, Monroe County.
Thomasville, Georgia, Thomas County.
Tullahoma, Tennessee, Coffee County.
Tuscumbia, Alabama, Colbert County.
Union City, Tennessee, Obion County.
Uniontown, Alabama, Perry County.
Unionville, South Carolina, Union County.
Valdosta, Georgia, Lowndes County.
Victoria, Texas, Victoria County.
Warrenton, Georgia, Warren County.
Winnsborough, South Carolina, Fairfield
County.
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Exceptional Offer
of the Season . ..

We are breaking magnificent collection
of Normal and Error Air Mail Stamps,
United States through Venezuela at ex-

ceptional discounts. See "Stamps,”
June 1, 1940.
o 1
Sanabria’s

Air Post Catalogue
1940 Edition Complete to Jan. 10
714 pages, 3,000 illustrations

Standard Guide for Air Post Stamps
and their values for Collector and dealer.

Cloth $2.50 Indexed $5.00
Sanabria’s Air Post News
Catalogue Supplement
Free Upon Request

AUCTION SALES ON AIRMAIL
AND U. S. CATALOGUE FREE

NEW ISSUE SERVICE
ON AIRMAIL STAMPS

AIR STAMPS ON APPROVAL

January, 1940

Illustrated Wholesale
Price List Free to Dealers Only

Nicolas Samnabria
Inc.
World Headquarters on
Air Mail Stamps

17 E. 42nd St., New York, N. Y.

|

AIRMAILS WANTED

Spot cash for good airmails, single
rarities, scarce errors, proofs, specimens,
ete.

Give particulars but please don’t send
anything till requested.

L. W. CHARLAT

AIRMAILS EXCLUSIVELY

180 Broadway New York

P
A

“NARIBO”

LOOSE LEAF STAMP ALBUMS

A Flat Opening Loose Leaf Album

to which you can insert or remove any
page anywhere without disturbing any
other page and expensive stamps. The pages
are artistically designed with fine lines
and are protected by the exclusive Naribo
Pagegard,

Send for sample page and folder—see for

yourself. If your dealer doesn’t serve you,
send us your order.

THORP & MARTIN CO.

62 Franklin St. Boston, Mass,

IRMAILS
|  EXCLUSIVELY

Largest Stock on the Coast

FRED W. COOPS

54 So. Raymond Ave., Pasadena, Calif.
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HE primary purpose of this ar-
ticle is to interest its readers in
finding and reporting additional

early uses of the New York “Ocean
Mail” postmark with small grid be-
tween the words “NEW” and
“YORK” (cf. Ashbrook, Stanley B.:
-A- The United States Ten Cent
Stamp of 1855-1857, pp. 18-19, 81-
82; -B- The United States One Cent
Stamp of 1851-1857, Vol. I, p. 247;
-C-Ibid., Vol. II, pp. 117, 119, 244-
251).

This marking has sometimes been
called the “Clipper” or “Around the
Horn” cancel, which Mr. Ashbrook
considers misnomers ‘(Ibid.-A-p. 82;
-C-p. 247). It is termed “The
Steamship Cancellation New York
to California” by Clarence W.
Brazer in his article under that title
in the Collectors Club Philatelist,
Vol. XVI, No. 1, Jan. 1937, pp. 53-
62.

December 20, 1854, is the earliest
use of the “Ocean Mail” with grid
on a dated cover which is noted in
the foregoing accounts. Mr. Ash-
brook writes (-C-p. 247):

“Covers showing a use of this
marking prior to 1855 are extremely
scarce and my record of uses in late
1854 is very incomplete. I will
greatly appreciate descriptions of
covers showing a use of this “Ocean
Mail” postmark prior to Jan. 1855.”

Two early uses of this “Ocean
Mail” with grid on cover are de-
scribed in this article: one, an au-
thenticated use on a double 3c rate
cover from New York to Boston on
February 25, 1854 (Fig. 1); the
other, a use on a 6c¢ single letter rate
cover from New York to California
on June 20, probably 1854 (Fig. 2).

In addition illustrations are given
of two of the three New York to
California covers in my collection
of February 21, 1853 (Fig. 3-3A-
3B), August 5, 1853 (not illustrated)
and February 20, 1854 (Fig. 4 &
4A), which do not bear the “Ocean
Mail” with grid, but instead a type
of New York-California Mail post-
mark in two minor varieties without
grid (Fig. 3A & 4A). I have not
seen any description of this “Cali-
fornia Mail” marking.

The cover with “Ocean Mail”
(30Y% mm. circle; 10 mm. grid) of
February 25, 1854 (Fig. 1) was
found recently by George Barton of
Boston and is illustrated here.

By MAURICE C. BLAKE

Fig. |—Earliest known use N. Y. Ocean Mail Postmark, Feb. 25, 1854

s

_FlgurekZ-;A‘ use of the New Yérkdcean Mail YP‘OSfmal;k ;n/‘June 20, 1854 (7)

Figure 3—The Ocean:'Mail, New York to California, Feb. 21, 1853. By S.S. Ohio.
Oval marking reads "W. H. ROBINSON—EXPRESS AGENT—SACRAMENTO."
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Figure 5A—First type Ocean Mail to California, a use of Aug. |1, 185]. (Edgar B. Jessup).

Why was this marking used on a
double rate letter from New York to
Boston on February 25, 18547 The
answer may be that this letter did
not go by the regular Mail Route
but was carried by ship to Boston.
The “New York Times,” between
February 20 and February 26th,
1854, carried numerous news items
regarding severe storms which were
raging all the way from Charleston,
S. C. to Portland, Maine. For ex-
ample in the issue of. Monday, Feb.
27, 1854 is the following:

“The heavy storm of yesterday
caused nearly a complete suspension
of telegraphic operations last eve-
ning.” Boston, Feb. 23, 1854—"From
11 A.M. to 4 P.M. today we experi-
enced the most violent tempests of
snow and wind ete.”—Portland, Me.
Feb. 23—“No train from Boston has
got through up to 8 P.M.”

These notices suggest that perhaps
the mail of Feb. 25, 1854 was for-
warded by ship to Boston.

This folded letter is dated: “New
York—Feby 25th 1854;” begins:
“Mes Gossler & Co.—Boston—Gen-
tlemen—We enclose a letter just re-

ceived from Maracaibo by the Brig
“Addy Swift”: is signed: “Maitland,
Phelps & Co.;” and bears on its re-
verse the notation: “New York Feby
25, 1854—NMaitland, Phelps & Co.
—Received Feb. 27th—Answered.”

The arrival of the Brig “Addy
Swift” mentioned in this letter is re-
corded in the New York Daily Times
of Monday, February 27, 1854, page
8, column 6, as follows: “Marine
Intelligence—Port of New York—
Saturday, February 25—Arrived—
Brig Addy Swift, Berry, Maracaibo
Feb. 2, with coffee and hides to Mait-
land, Phelps & Co.”

The reference in the letter to an
enclosure accounts for the double
3¢ rate on this New York to Boston
cover (Fig. 1) and the foregoing
excerpt from the Times of February
27, 1854 definitely authenticates the
date of this early use of the 10 mm.
grid type of New York “Ocean Mail”
postmark on February 25, 1854.

Clarence W. Brazer cites a case
(€. €. P., Vol. XVI, Ne. 1, pp: 61-
62) of a cover, with a 3¢ 1851 stamp
tied by a 30 mm. NEW 10 mm. grid
YORK Mar. 9 (year not given),

June 8, 1940 Stamps

addressed to Lexington, Kentucky,
which he considers was “probably
cancelled in error” as “this was not
a regular sailing date for this route
(New York—California via Panama)
cancellation.” Possibly the “Ocean
Mail” of February 25, 1854 on the
New York—Boston cover (Fig. 1)
was a similar exceptional usage. In
any case it emphasizes the need for
finding further early “Ocean Mail”
material.

The “Ocean Mail” with 30 mm.
circle and 9 mm. grid on a California
cover in my collection illustrated
in Figure 2 was probably used June
20, 1854, for the following reasons:
(1) 1855 is excluded wunless the
cover passed unnoticed as short paid
by two 3¢ 1851 stamps after April
1, 1855 when the ten cent letter rate
from New York to California came
into effect (ef. Ashbrook:—A—pp.
62-63;—C—pp. 60-64); further-
more, other known covers of the
same correspondence to California
extend from June 2, 1852 to Janu-
ary 25, 1855, after which time, prob-
ably in March, and almost certainly
in August, 1855, the addressee ap-
pears to have received letters in the
East; (2) 1852 is excluded, as June
20, 1852 fell on Sunday, which was
not a sailing date (ef. Ibid—C—p.
249, line 14, where for “June 20,
1852” read Jume 21, 1852); (3)
1853 is possible only in case the
“Ocean Mail” with grid was in use
concurrently with the New York
“California Mail” postmark without
grid, which was used February 21,
1853 (Fig. 3) and August 5, 1853
on a cover in my collection with the
notation: “Stant Cady 21st July-8
Sept Rec—Ans 12th-1853; (4) the
cover shown in Figure 1 proves that
an “Ocean Mail” marking with small
grid was used in the early part of
1854, although apparently the mark-
ings of February 25, 1854 (Fig. 1)
and of June 20 (Fig. 2) were made
by different handstamps. In all
probability, therefore, the “Ocean
Mail” shown in Figure 2 was used
June 20, 1854, but obviously addi-
tional examples of such early use
are desirable.

The two varieties of the “Califor-
nia Mail” postmark without grid
(Fig. 3A & 4A) appear on interest-
ing covers. Figure 3 shows two 3c
1851 stamps tied by this marking on
February 21, undoubtedly 1853, as
the regular sailing date, February
20, fell on Sunday during the early
eighteen fifties only in the year 1853.
In addition this cover bears at upper
center the large oval handstamp in
black of W. H. ROBINSON, EX-
PRESS AGENT, SACRAMENTO,
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Figure 3A—"'1853"

reconstructed in Figure 5B, which is
known only on a few covers of 1852-
1853.

(See Article by Ernest A. Wiltsee,
Collectors Club Philatelist, Vol. 8,
No. 2, April 1929).

The cover shown in Figure 4
provides positive evidence that this
“California Mail” postmark without
grid was used as a special marking
on the sailing date February 20,
1854, because the two 3c 1851 stamps
are tied both by a regular New York
“town” postmark of Feb. 9 and by
the cover notation of the date of the
letter: “S Cady Feb. 8th,” followed
by “Rec 25th Ma(r)ch—Ansed 6th
April—1854." Similar uses of the
“Ocean Mail” with grid together
with a regular New York postmark
of previous date are illustrated by
Mr. Ashbrook in his work on the
One Cent Stamp of 1851-1857 (—C
—Vol. II, p. 248, Figs. 50H, 50J).

The most distinctive characteristic
of both the 1853 variety (Fig. 3A)
and the 1854 variety (Fig. 4A) of
this 30 mm. “California Mail” post-
mark without grid is the distance of
slightly more than 2 mm. between
the tops of the letters of N E W -
Y ORK and the rim of the cirele.
The loan of any covers or stamps
showing this type of marking will be
much appreciated by the writer.

Somewhat similar to this ‘“‘Cali-
fornia Mail,” without grid, in black,
is the New York postmark, with the
word SHIP outside the circle, in red,
used on stampless covers, commonly
in the early eighteen forties. This
resemblance, though striking, is not
so exact as the similarity noted by
Mr. Ashbrook (—C-pp. 245-247)
between the 29 mm. postmark, with-
out grid or SHIP, which he terms
the “Rare New York Ocean Mail
Marking” (Ibid. Figs. 50E, 50F),
and the 29 mm. New York postmark
with the word SHIP inside the circle
above the month date (Ibid. Figs.
50D, 50G). To his record of this
rare type of New York postmark.
without SHIP. shown on a FREE
cover to California, Oct. 14, 1850
(Ibid. Fig. 50F); on a cover with
two 3¢ 1851 stamps to California.
Oct. 25. 1851 (Fig. 50E); and on

Figure 3B—"1853"

Figure é—The original "First Type"
before removal of SHIP,

a stampless cover to Cuba, Jan. 9,
1852 (Fig. 50D), may be added a
use of Aug. 11, 1851 tying a single
3¢ orange brown on a dated cover
from New York to Providence, R. I.
in the collection of George Barton.

On the basis of a New York to
California cover of August 13, 1850
with strip of four 10c 1847 stamps,
on which the “NEW grid YORK”
postmark was not used, Mr. Brazer
concludes (C. C. P., Vol. XVI, No.
1, p. 61) that this type of marking
was “probably not yet in use in
August, 1850.” He found it, how-
ever, on one, but only one, 10c stamp
of the first issue, which was in use
correctly from July 1, 1847 through
June 30, 1851. In reference to this
usage Mr. Ashbrook states (—C—
p- 251): A copy of the 10c 1847
is known with the “N. Y. Ocean
Mail,” but T am certain this marking
was not in use prior to July 1, 1851.
The use of this postmark on the
New York—Boston cover of Feb.
25, 1854 (Fig. 1), as on the Lex-
ington, Ky. cover of Mar. 9, (?),
and on the 10c 1847 stamp, indicates
opportunity for discovering other
early uses of this marking.

To sum up, briefly, three distinct
types of New York markings on
covers to California have been men-
tioned: (1) the “Rare New York
Ocean Mail,” without grid or SHIP,
of Oct. 14, 1850 and of Oct. 25, 1851,
described by Mr. Ashbrook (—C—p.
246); (2) the “California Mail,”
without grid (Fig. 3A) of Feb. 21,
1853 (Fig. 3), of August 5, 1853,
and of Feb. 20, 1854 (Fig. 4); (3)
the “Ocean Mail,” with NEW grid
YORK. of June 20, most probably
1854 (Fig. 2). and of known use,
from several slightly variant hand-
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Figure 5—Rare N. Y. Ocean
Mail or First Type, used

Figure 4A—"1854" Oct. 14, 1851

stamps (cf. Ashbrook-C-p. 250), be-
tween Dec. 20, 1854 (Ibid.-C-p. 247)
and Nov. 1, 1861 (Ibid.-C-p. 251).

Additional examples are needed to
| determine whether any two or more
of these three distinet types of mark-
ings on covers to California were
ever used alternately or concurrently
as well as in successive periods.

Wherefore, in econclusion, it is
hoped that through wide interest and
cooperation other material showing
early uses of the New York—Cali-
fornia “Ocean Mail” markings will
be forthcoming. Address Maurice
C. Blake, 150 Babcock ‘St., Beston,
Mass. April 1940.

A Few Remarks on the Above
Article

By Stanley B. Ashbrook, F.R.P.S.L.

R. BLAKE was kind enough to

submit his manuseript of the
above article to me together with
the original covers illustrated here-
with as well as various other covers
from his collection addressed to
“Dudley Emerson Jones, Saecra-
mento, Calif.” I was indeed pleased
to see these items because they ex-
hibited uses of the well-known New
York “Ocean Mail” marking which
were much earlier uses than any I
had ever seen, my earliest of record
being Dec. 20th, 1854. In all proba-
bility this postmark with the small
grid was a handstamp which existed
in the New York post office but which
was apparently seldom used until
late in December of 1854 at which
time it was regularly (?) adopted
for use on the ocean-bound mail for
California Via Panama.

" Mr. Blake mentioned in his article,
| a single off cover copy of the 10¢
1847 bearing this marking. At
present this interesting stamp is in
the highly specialized collection of
Harold Carhart of New York City.
It was my opinion in the past that
this particular handstamp was not
placed in use until December of 1854,
and its use on a 10c 1847 was prob-
ably an unlawful use of the 10c
stamp subsequent to April 1st, 1855,
at which time the rate to California
was increased to ten cents. But since
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Mr. Blake was fortunate enough to
discover a use of the marking as
early as Feb. 25, 1854, we are faced
with the possibility that this hand-
stamp may possibly have been in
use in the New York post office at
a period even as early as the life of
the 1847 stamps, i. e., prior to July
1st, 1851.

We do want to build up a better
record of facts on various postal
markings and the most efficient way
in which this can be accomplished is
to have the wholehearted co-operation
of as many collectors as possible.
May I earnestly request that collec-
tors examine California addressed
covers and to report any items they
have showing uses of the New York
Ocean Mail marking (with small
grid) to either Mr. Blake or myself.

Mr. Blake illustrated two New
York postmarks of 1853 and 1854,
(Figures 3A and 4A), which he calls
the “New York-California Mail”
postmarks. I think it is rather prob-
lematical that any special type of
marking was used in 1852, 1853 and
the greater part of 1854 on the Cali-
fornia mail, but rather that various
types of ordinary postmarks which
were then in use were used indis-
criminately on such mail.

Mr. Blake referred to a marking
which I term the “Rare New York
Ocean Mail” or “First Type Ocean
Mail,” which is known on covers
addressed to points in California in
1851 and early 1852 (See Fig. 5
and 5A). This handstamp (or hand-
stamps) was probably one which had
been in use at the New York office
for at least ten to twelve years.
(Earliest of record, June 11, 1841).
Originally it had the word “SHIP”
which was later removed. See Fig.
#6). I have seen various uses of the
“First Type Ocean Mail” (Fig. 5)
as for example, a cover with a 5c
1847 used to France, Oct. 12, 1850
(H. W. Carhart), a cover with a
10c 1847 to New Orleans, Mar. 20,
1850 (H. W. Carhart), a stampless
cover to San Francisco, May. 13,
1850 (E. A. Wiltsee), a stampless
cover to France, May 21, 1850 (F.
I. Bingham), a cover with four 8c
1851 orange browns to San Fran-
cisco, stamps tied three lines by the
marking, Dec. 9, 1851 (E. B. Jessup)
ete. ete. Probably the most remark-
able of all which I have seen is
Laurence B. Mason’s well-known
cover with a strip of four 10c 1847
used to San Francisco with the mark-
ing in red. Further reports of this
marking (Fig. 5) will be greatly
appreciated. Address Stanley B.
Ashbrook, 434 South Grand Ave.,
Fort Thomas, Ky.

PHILATELIC
NOTES

By GEORGE VAN DEN BERG

W. HUDSON AND CO. had a

e lot of 1,000 Cuban Official
Seals in their last sale. Now how did
such an unusual parcel happen to
show up in California?

OHN P. GARRITY, of 4716 N.
Rockwell St., Chicago, collects
Irish Free State, has all but three
mint and is now filling up on used
copies as well. He writes that he
would like to get in touch with
others interested in the same field.

LMOST all German stamp ads
these days are of the “we want
to buy” variety—as one, run by a
Hamburg house, puts it, “anything
at all, even in single copies.” With
importations banned several years
ago, wholesale stocks are exhausted.
Two dealers offer to buy “childhood
collections, stored in attics.” Prices
are ridiculously high and even verit-
able junk runs way up.

HE Schoenbachs who operate the

Stamp Exchange at 202 West
96th St., New York, are German
refugees who managed to get away
with a fine stock. Mrs. Schoenbach,
a pleasant, cultured woman, spends
much of her time travelling through
the east selling goods at wholesale.
She has just returned home with an
empty trunk and is now getting
ready to set out again.

J. DROSSOS, Greece’s best-
P. known wholesaler (1 St. Denys
Place, Athens), has just issued a
new wholesale list with prices in dol-
lars. It may not be generally known
that Mr. Drossos has the world’s
finest accumulation of 19th century
Greek, Ionian Island and Levantine
foreign office (French, Austrian,
Italian, Russian and British Post-
offices) covers in the world as well
as an enormous stock of Greek fis-
cals, paquebot letters, soldiers cov-
ers and censored items from World
War I.

June 8, 1940 Stamps

T. PETERSBURG, FLA,, is fast

| becoming an important phila-
telic center. Not only do visiting
collectors who flock to the city for
the season stage important shows
there—A. C. Le Duc of Pennsyl-
vania has opened a stamp business
there as has W. L. Babcock of
Michigan. The former, long an ap-
proval specialist, has a fine general
line. The latter, who is an execu-
tors’ sales agent, is handling three
huge U. S. A. collections for estates
at this writing.

HE Weeks Stamp Shop of 806

Seventeenth Street, N.W., Wash-
ington, is providing its shop cus-
tomers with attractively gotten-up
folders of matches in several colors.
Most men (and many women too)
like to smoke while looking over
stock—ever notice? It’s certainly a
nice gesture to be handed a folder
of matches and to have a box of
cigarettes and an ash tray placed
before one as one sits down. Such
little courtesies do a lot to build up
customer good will and it’s odd that
more dealers don’t do it. Mr. Weeks
is, by the way, a schoolman and is at
the shop after class hours and on
Saturdays while Mrs. Weeks is in
charge at other times. Both are keen
stamp people, they hold an important
stock, and their first-floor shop, one
minute from the Department of
State, is among the most popular
in the capital city.

ICHARD W. JUBB of 2104

North Wolfe St., Baltimore,
writes that he has just acquired a
complete set of the unissued 1918
Bosnia set described in Kohl's Hand-
book and in. Michel’s catalogue, in-
cluding the rare 1k of which but 5
copies are known. Being a special-
ist in Bosnia, he asks whether any-
one else in America has the 1k—if so,
he would be glad to hear from him.

HILIPP KOSACK AND CO. of

13 Burgstrasse, Berlin, C2 (now
owned by Ernst Hartmann—Herr
Kosack died some time ago) is offer-
ing full sheets of early Hanover and
Mecklenburg-Strelitz originals and
of Bergedorf and Heligoland Re-
prints. The latter (32 sheets for
350 Marks) were acquired from
Moens, the Belgian dealer, about
1900.

ND now comes the Sammler-
schau of Berlin for January 5,
via Italy and hence long-delayed,
which declares that the British
should not be credited with the great
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If you have the explanation of the "29", I should very much like to
have it because it has been bothering me for some months. I have, but have
mislaid, one on which there was a black 29 and either a %-or % British Ms.
marking.

I hope to see Ed Jessup myself this weekend. He said he was coming
through here.

Yours,

fannel

MH:CB
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Anited States Post Office i 0 RIS

Chillicothe, Ohio,
~ March 30th, 1936.

Dear Mr., Ashbrook:

Glad to get your reply to my letter and to know that
you are interested enough to give this cover futher consideration. If the
facts were not as I gave them to you, one might easily be led to believe
that there was something phony about it.

Am also enclosing the letter from Dr. Babcock, and

Mr. Jones kindly asks that it be returned with the cover when you are
through with them.

Sincerely,

e /(M

Carl W. Hurst,




Anited States Post Office SER L T

Chillicothe, Ohio,
March 22nd, 1936.

Stanley B. Ashbrook,
Ft. Mitchell, Kentucky.

Dear Mr. Ashbrook:

You may recall that not so long ago, Dr. Warren
L. Babcock submitted to you for an opinion, an 0ld circular letter advertising
some kind of water cure. The circular was evidently mailed somewhere in Illinois
and was addressed to a gentleman by the name of Vanmeter, in Chillicothe, Ohio.

This circular is franked with what appears to be a single copy of the
one cent stamp of the 1857-60 issue, is not tied to the cover and is perfo-
rated 12 instead of the normal 15.

If I remember correctly, you identified the stamp as # 48 R2, Type 2,
that you are of the opinion it was privately perforated and was not originally
used on the cover to which it is now attached.

I cannot say and will not say that your conclusions are not correct,yet
the circumstances surrounging this cover leave some room for doubt.

Let me digress a bit, and say that all that part of Ross County east of
the Scioto River is in the old Virginia Military District, and that early in
the days of the county's history, quite a few persons came up from Virginia
and settled here. Those who came, brought with them such family names as
Vause, Harness, Vanmeter and Foster and their rather large holdings of land
extended at intervels along the Scioto from Chillicothe to as far south as
Piketon, Ohio, a distance of roughly some twenty five miles. This is and
perhaps always will be fine farming land and all these families prospered.

Some of the men in the Vanmeter family have inclined toward the practice
of law,and it was from the attic of the home of Judge John M. Vemmeter, that
this circular and other old letters were taken some two years ago by his
daughter in law, Mrs, John I. Vanmeter.

Mr. Charles F. Jones, in whose possession the circular now is, is
related to all these people through his mother, and so far as is known, he is
the only person in &l11 the connection who has ever interested himself in the
collecting of stamps. He has collected for the past 45 years.

When these 0ld letters were first given to him, I had the pleasure of
lookbng them over, and at that time called his attention to the double transfer
or re-entry in the words ONE CENT. I remember quite distinctly that the stamp
was perforated, but did not note that it was perforated 12, as it did not
occur to me that the stamps of this issue might ever have been perforated

other than 15,
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Mr., Jones and I have asked ourselves two questions. One:; who could
have placed the stamp on the circular if it were not done by the mailer,
inasmuch as no member of the Vanmeter family has ever been interested in
stamps, other than as a means of conveying their correspondence} The other -
question is, how could any member of the Vanmeter family have had the stamp
perforated 12, without having access to a perforating machine, and why
would they have it done, when they were not interested in stamps other than

as stated above?

I firmly believe that you kmow more about the one cent stemps of
; he 1851-60 period than any other living person or any who have passed on,

for that matter, and I hope you will take it kindly when we present our
theories for your consideration.

Could not the mailer, finding he had a number of sheets of the 1851
one cent stamps on hand, have had them perforated 12 for his convenience?
Or could not Teppan, Carpenter & Co,, experimenting with various perforations
have put out some of the stamps perforated 12, rather than the usual 18.

he whole thing is a mystery to us and a friendly discussion of the
matter with you can do no harm. Perhsps, knowing all the Imown facts in the
case as I have given them to you, you will be able to work out something that
will help us all,

Mr. Jones gave me a very nice cover out of this lot. It is & medium
sized envelope in fine condition, fragnked with a single and a vertical pair
of the 1857-60 type 5, one cent stamps, tied to cover with black 1859 year
date postmark, Gembler, Ohio, and bearing in the upper right corner a printed
picture of Kenyon College as it sppesred at that time. The stamps are in
perfect condition, besutifully centered. The letter was mailed to Judge John
b Vanmeter by his son, John I. Vanmeter., I prize this piece very highly.

The two aunts of mine, Miss Meta Schutte and Mrs. W. S. Porter, have
both passed on. I wrote you sbout them several years ago.

e Mrs. Porter was in her 94th year at the time of her death, but before
" her death, I talked to her several times zbout your father. She remembered
‘quite well having seen and kmown him while he was in her husband's photograph
tgallery in Cincinnati,

Shall be more than glad to hear from you again. I know that anything

;you may say will be of benefit to us who are not so well informed.

icerely,

@/W( w%(wat.

Carl W. Hurst.
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Dear Mannel:

Herewith the review of the copper plate argument,
This is very much better and right to the point, and I think
it will leave 1little doubt in the reader®s mind that there
is not much more that can be said on this subjects In #n=-
trozpect I recall the time when I first advanced the idea,
Steve Brown was trying to do what all others before him had
failed to accomplish - plate the 5¢ 1847 plates, T¥hen I
saggested he was wasting his time, because the plates were
copper, he said I was erazy, and he advised me not to sign my
name to‘a.trg such foolish stuff in any articles I might
publish, Perry was convinced the Knapp "shift" was a "painting"
because he could not figure how sueh a thing could ocecur on a
gteel plate and of course he was right, in this respect but
dead wri ong in his opinion the Knapp stamp was a fake sa later
events proved,

Regarding your "Steam Boat" cover. Two things mateh
up = this red New OUrlieans and the 3¢ stamp, I have an idea this
cover is perfectly good, originating in - route to lNew Orleans,
When it reached thore it had the stamp and the "steamboat"”,
New Orleans ap.lied the postmark and forwarded the letter te
Baton Rouge. I am gquite sure the "Steamboat" is not a New Orleans
handstanp, in faect it is rather a peculiar type and I do rot
recall seeing it befores The black ink books a little medern
but the handatanp looks Suppose for example this was
originally a letter from llew Orleans to Baton Rouge, had z 3¢ 1851
on which escaped an obliteration, Now along comes ghe felrer and
he applies this steamboat marking, But to apply same hw would
have to have a handstaup made, and how could he imitate that wern
appearance of this straight line handstamp? I think this is one
point we should always keep in mind when we become susplcious of
a markinge, Does it look new or does it leok worn, HMannel do you
believe the crooks are smart enough to have handstamps made to
look old end worm? Do you believe they ean have them made so th
can imitate such a condition? If you do I will have to be a little
more careful in some of my opinions, I have figured it is all
very well to jump to coneclusions that some markings are fakes bub
‘I think we should put ourselves in the position of the crock and
ask ourselves, how we would go about producing a marking with an
old and worn appearance, Vhat is your opinion?

I have never had much faith in "lamps"™ but after a muuber

Q@f gears experleembing by an eastern conc & new one will soon
be placed mn the market which I understand will be sold at {100
less than any other contrivance now available with similar merit,
The priece is to be {135,00 and a speeial one is being built for me

try outs I have hopes it will come up to all the good things
. have been told asbout ite I am told &t will do wonders on a
cover like the 30¢ 1869,

, Ym ete..

b
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4858 Park Boulevard,
Oskland, California,
October 1, 1939,

My dear Stan:

The convention was I think a genuine success, certainly so
as far as the good time extended to the members is concerned, and
I belleve also a littlie from the side of the advancement of the
hobbye, Some things would have pleased you, others, perhaps,
would have made you hopping mad, Particularly your friend
Wiltsee, who does not seem to be able to disengage his teeth from
the bone of contention in re the Nicaragua Line, His address
to the convention, concerning that certein unnamed philatelist
who stubbornly believes, contrary to everyone else, that the
hand stamps were not applied on shipboard, would have made you
swish your tail and growl, It is to be published in the A.P.,
I understand, so you will get & chance yet] On the other hand
your letter to Kimble regarding the forgotten men of phiiately
was, as you know, appended in full to the Vice Presidents! report
and, in effect adopted as their recommendation, In a weakminded
moment last summer I accepted Glassts offer of the chairmanship
of the resolutions committee, so naturally the matter came under
my Jjurisdiction, The other members of the committee were Klein
and Wilhelm, Your letter was read in full to the convention,
After reference to my committee considerable difference of opinion
developed between Klein and Wilhelm, As you know, Gus, the
"watchdog of the treasury" 1s agin anything that costs the Society
money, As to this more later, We started out with the general
idea of an award something in the nature of the Crawford and
Tapling medals, Klein's reaction was that most of the outstanding
contributors to philately are relatively poor men, that "you can't
eat a medal," and that, so far as homor is concerned a certificate
would do as well and the accompanying cash award would be more
appreciated, When the matter got on the floor he was ably second=
ed by James Waldo Fawcett (what a mind and tongue that chap has})
who made a very effective little speech founded on the little shop
in Trafalgar Square where you can buy an Iron Cross for half a
crown and & Victoria Cross for a pound, and even a Nobel medal for
about the value of the gold in it, Gus Wilheim was between the
devil and the deep sea, At first he was in favor of a medal
without any cash award, and made a speech shbout debasing the
hobby with such mundane things as cash, but when he found out
that the designer of the TLPEX medal got $1200 for his design,
and that the whole thing cost perhaps $2500, and that such a
medal as we contemplated would have to be at least as distine
guished as the T.LPEX medal or look cheap, he had a couple of
cat fits., Klein's i1dea also, was that instead of a single
outstanding award, there should be a series of awards, as fol-
lows: (1) An award for distinguished and outstanding research
(2) a smaller award distinguished service to the hobby or to
the good of the Society (which latter part I do not like) and
(3) a sti1ll smaller award for especially helpful publicity
either for the hobby or for the Society (which again I did not
like,) The lLargest amounts we could get Gus Wilhelm to agree
to were respectively $250,00, $100,00 and $50.00. These were
presented to the convention as merely tentative, but were not
amended, The two parts of the plan which developed debate on
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the floor were (1) the cash-and-certiticate i1dea versus the
medal idea, with or without an award; and (2) whether the
committee of award should consist of the Vice-Presidents (Klein's
idea) or whether a special committee of award should be appointed
(my 1dea - the chief gqualification of a Board of Vice President's
seems to be that they all live in the same community.) The
resolution as finally adopted calls for awards as per Kleints
plan, without medals, and for a special committee, The awards
are to be made every two years, beginning with next year, The
appointment of the committee two years in advance of the award
(except for the 1940 award) was the best assurance we could de=
vise that the appointment would not be too much dictated by
politics, Now don't write back to me and say that we have
butchered your ideas beyond recognition and that that the whole
affair is a Cheep John makesnift, Perhaps it isj; the final

form was not wholly satisfactory to any member of the committee;
but at least it 1s a step in the right direction and a darn sight
better than nothing at all, L1t was strictiy a compromise result,
1 myself much prefer the single outstanding award simply tror
"distinguished service to philately." L also tried to get the
award made annmually for the next five years, to take up some of
the slack with respect to those who have already so richly merited
the honor, and every two or three years thereafter, This was
vetoed by the other two members of the committee.

I mentioned Gus Wilhelm being "agin" the spending of money,
Gus is a peculiar character, Absolutely honest, single-minded
in his devotion te the Socliety according to his own lights, utterly
unselfish and a tireless worker, nevertheless he is a stubborn
Dutchman, irasibie and quick tempered (he "quit" as general chair-
man & couple of vimes) who flies off the handle one minute and on
again the next minute, When he took over the dictatorship of the
Society's finances some fifteen years ago, it had some $19,000 in
the treasury as the accumulations of the first forty years of its
existence, In the time since then it has been increased, largely
through Gus's efforts, to some $75,000, Gus would rather give you
his right arm than let you dip into that fund, His dream 1is
to raise it to $100,000, and eventually establish some sort of a
national headquarters building, I am not in favor of this idea.
1 prefer a "house not built with hands," a lively and flourishing
society to which that money could be made of much more benefit in
other ways, one of which would be by increasing the award for
distinguished service to something really woPthwhile and outstand-
inge It is of course very true that such a fund could be frittered
away unwisely, and that it would require a lot more good sense to
spend 1t than it would to keep it, or even to accumulate it, How-
ever by preceeding slowly and with the maximum amount of consider-
ation and debate, it could be done, and I think the Society would be
the better for 1it,




434 South Grand Ave.,
Fort Thomas, Ky.

Septs 9, 1939,

lire Ralph Ay Kymble,
8118 Dante Ave.
Chicago, ii1s.

Ky dear Ralph:

My sincere apologles for the deley in replying to yours of the
3»d, I enclose herewith my selection of the five best contyibutions
‘t0 the AP., Volume 52,

i May I offer the suggestion that an effort be made to have more

. articles in Volume 53 en United States stamps, It is Lmmatorial to me
whether such articles relate to 19th Century or 20th Century,. Volume

52 has nothing worthy of note on U, 8, and in ny very nmble opinion

this is not as it should be,

The great majority of the members af thé AJP.S, speeialize in Vs S
end I think consideration should be given to this majority. |

To collectors like myself who have little if any interest in
foreign stamps, the A.P,S. or the A.P, is of absolutely no benefit
whatsoever, I wonder sometime why I continue my membership, I am not
b you, because I realize you are anxious and nost willing to .
publish any articles shich are worthy on U, 5. stamps, but il you are
powerless to correct this dearth of U, S. articles then the Soclety
should take some steps to provide you with the material,

Vhat incentive exists at the present time for mny V. S specialist
to publish articles in the A.F.? If any recognition worthy of note
has ever been accorded any student of our stamps by the American
Philatelic Society I have failed to nobe it,

Charles Lathrop Pack was an Am rican, and one of the greatest :
studerits of philately this country has produced, WVere any honors ever
accorded him by the Aw rican Philatelic Society? No - he had to go
to England for recognition, He was the first American who was awarded
the Crawford medal,

Garroll Chase’s reputation is too well known to make any remarks
concerning the great contributions he made to American philatelys His
book on the 3¢ 18561-1857 is easily and by far the finest work published
on an American stamp, yet he received no honors in this country for all
the time, labor and expense he contributed te the cause, ’

"'We have the Amarican Philatelic Society - 5000 members - yet this
great American organization is too occupied with trivial affalrs to
even note we had a Dr, Chase, But the Royal of England recognized his
work and for the second time the Orawford medal went to an /mericans

In 1028 August Dietz published his great book on Confederates,

I think 1t is absolutely disgraceful that no recognition was ever
accorded to this outstanding gtudent by the American Philatelle
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N ¥y love for our stamps prompted the desire to acquaint others with

Chase, the second to Diets, and the third to Bev King and Max Johl,

24 . .

ur, RIJ.ph A, nﬂbl’, Sepe 9. 1939,

Society, Some eight or nine years after his book was published, he
was awarded a Cerman medal, What a laugh on American Philately,.

I dislike to mention my own case, but for the 'myxw
mind you that while I received no tion from the rican
Philatelic Society for my Ten Cent 1850-1857 book, the Royal of '

London was generous enough to award me the Crawford medal, the third
to go to an American.

Did our t American Society hand out honors to Beverly King
or Max Johl? Neot that I ever heard ofs But the Royal again, for the
Fmth’tm‘ awarded their highest honor to an American student.

Tiis 1t would appear that there is a greater appreciation in

England for American effort than there is in this country, if we

measure American appreciation by what honors are bestowed by The
American Philatelic Society, oo

I could name a yumber of Aw ricen students who have made valuable
contributions to the cause, Elllott Perry is one of the most out~
standing in this class, yet if his efforts have ever been accorded
the slighest recognition by the A,P+Ss I have never heard of same,
His chapter in my One Cent boock, Volume II deserves 2 Crawford mddal.

‘In a1l sincerity I wish to assure you that I desire no further
m:x e of sny kind, hense I feel perfectly free to express uyself as
Voo : ¢

I think the A,P,S, should recognize outstanding efforts, and I
think the highsst award in the world should be American, not British,
Ve have a large cash reserve in the treasury of the A,P.3,, therefore
we have the means to establish an award which would be socond to
none in the whole world, : :

Why tids large amount of cagsh is being hoarded I have no ideas It
should be used now, not years hence when we are all dead end fore ’
gotten, '

As I regall the "Crawford" is awarded every two years, for the
"Philatelic eontribution of the test merit", The American medal
should be named after the Dean all American Philatelists, Jolm I,
Luff, It should be dated back to 1925 and the first should go to

Merely as & reciplont of the Crawford, I do not wish to convey

" the thought that I wish any reécognition for my two recent books,

I certainly do not, I have never sought any honors, and I realize
more than anyone else that I am not & writer, philatelic journalist
or what nots If I have published articles in the past, it was not
because & desired to see my name in print or expected any thanks for
mw::muthgmaewmw, set down on paper., I love
our oarly stamps, in fact I love all stamps, but I have concentrated
on our Egrly Issues because I have never had sufficient time to learn
all that I would like to learn about them, thus excluding any study
of 1ssues other than our own,
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the very modest results I had accomplished, Thus I can
and in all sincerity state most positively that I do not desire any
further recognition, God knows, I have ived more than I deserve

Romu.yxmuwdnmrrmln‘. James Waldo Faweett of
mﬂthmW&dd&mmMnWmtu

Washingt
AsP.S cmonumnmmuu proposals on ways
u;l. . %ﬂtm.

rmlyxnmomumm-mmu but I am cone
- gerned with the present stete of the American Philatelis Socioty and
'uootﬁomw?n the A,Pe, and I am convineced that if there was a

ous philatelie effort, such as aJohn N, Luff’
» the EA tor of the A.P. vmid.muvomwmhm aruolo:.

s suchnuulthmldombommdm three or four years, it
should carry @ life membership in the Socieby and & cash award of at
‘least {500 to {1000, Donations should be s Mfm'mhat\mi
and if these mnatmrnctmthmuwmulhmaemut&t
the treasury, The Crawfeord metal is large and handsome, con

about one hundred dollars of gold so I am Informed. Anﬂmr&m
hould be m«m.uoormm-um

Innnrtlu'oo-mpmod. umoontribuuenwnmndo whiech
was not worthy of this high i it should be vs.thholc for another

three years period, Snoh-n should be international in scope and
| nhouldmt apply ninply to articles pu‘oluhod in the AP,

| xmtmtmnm«rmmacmotm-uu»u 2
J_.‘l'cm ™ .

wzthwerygeolwhh. , P sl
' cordially yonﬁ. : : _ $iE 1

STANKE Y B ASHBROOK

?-

A3% S, GRAND AVE, : ; ‘
FORT THOMAS, KY, .
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IS 3. Complete left hand
©. 4 on proof paper.

pane of 185]-57
- (Courtesy Mr.

3c original plate proofs with
Stanley B. Ashbrook, Fort T

imprint and plate 13
homas, Ky.



In the Harmer, Rooke & Co., Ltd.,
| London, auction of Nov. 5, an unusual
item in proofs was offered, namely, the
| left pane of Plate No. 4, 100 subjects
| with full sheet margins showing center
| line at right, full imprint and Pl. No. 4
| at the left, the 4 being half reversed or
) recumbent on its right side. It is on thick
| India paper and an early impression. This
lpane is from the famous collection of

'Scarce Sheet Of Proofs

UNITED STATES 3c
FROM THE CRAWFORD COLLECTION

By W. L. Bascock, M. D.

1851 ORIGINALLY

Lord Crawford. Naturally, this proof
sheet is of great interest to the sheet re-
construction enthusiasts.

According to Dr. Chase in his book on
the “3 cent, 18517, at the time of the writ-
ing only a block of 4 and 2 singles were
known, the block also with Pl. No. 4.
This plate proof clearly illustrates the
remarkable variation in spacing of the
subjects on this plate. No doubt a photo-

—=

Ie——————— L

static reproduction of the plate will b
available later. The pane is in remark
ably fine condition and coloring though ¢
little creased. It is a beautiful example
of the work of Toppan, Carpenter & Co |

We have received a photographic re
production of the plate in its natural siz(
and above is a reduced illustration. It i
to be observed that the government offi
cials who originally released this proo
sheet many years ago were careful tc
obliterate the proofs so as to preven
their use postally. The obliteration, how-
ever, does not altogether destroy the
proofs for use in plating. }

= S




By A+ R, Rowell - Nov, 9, 19358 - Here i3 a list furnilh.d mne

Frodorick Re Pond of napa taken, he says, from c "Table Gt

Opfices in the United States on tho rn-{ January,

(Washington: W, & J, C, Greer i} printers, 185 ) It thm W'
o

one post offices then in Cglifornia, towit:
Office C
Tentota i
Culloma E1l Dorado
Fremont :
Haydensville e
Junction Contra Costa
Los Angelos Los Angelos
Mission San Jose , ¥ :
Monterey lionterey
Napa Hapa
Novnda City
Placerville :
Sacramento City Sacramento
San Diego San Diego _
San Fprancisco San Franecisco
San Jose Santa Clara
Santa Barbara Santa Barbara
Santa Cruz Santa Cruz
Sonoma Sonoma
Stockton San Joaquin
Vernon RS e
Wuvmillo

(Where no county is cln, nm"
appears in the 1list,)
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¢ A cover showing the 5-cent stamp of 1856 used to pay the regis-
From the W. L. L, Peliz collection

tration fee.

Only Two Covers Are Known Where the Stamp
Was Used to Pay the 5-Cent Registry, as In-
tended ; But Pairs or Strips of 3 Are Rare

By R. A. Barry

One of the paradoxes in the
scarcity of early stamps on or off
’he original covers is found in the
mperforate 5-cent stamp of the
1851-'56 issue, where a single copy
s much commoner off a cover than
1 pair or strip of three, while on
the original cover a single copy is
a real rarity and strangely only two
covers have been reported on which
the stamp was used for the purpose
intended, that of paying the 5-cent
fee for registering a letter.

The Post Oifice Department long
held aloof from accepting respon-
sibility for valuable letters. From
Colonial times “money letters” were
accepted for transmission in the
mails but at the increased postage
fee of a single letter rate for each
note enclosed and with the under-
standing that the Department was
not liable in case of loss. The De-
partment would, however, render
every assistance in trying to trace
lost letters and Congress in 1798
prescribed severe penalties for tam-
pering with valuable mail — forty
lashes for a first offence and death
for a second conviction. Post=
masters were not permitted to mark
valuable letters as such as it was
thought that there was a better
chance of their going through un-
detected by the carriers or others
who might handle them if they were
unc!%stinguishable irom the ordinary
mail.

In 1836 an express mail was estab-
lished by the Department between
some of the larger cities which car-
|ried the mail by couriers on fast
horses at a charge of three times
the ordinary letter rate but valu-
able letters were excluded on -the
ground that without them a single
rider would be less likely to be held
up. This omission brought about a
situation which plagued the De-
partment for a generation as it was
partly responsible for the rise of the
‘express companies. Harnden, Adams,
Wells, Fargo and others found they
could successfully compete with the
United States mails since their
|speed equalled or bettered that of
‘the express mail, and in addition
they were responsible for valuables.

The Post Office Department
fought the expressmen in the courts
but without much success as con-
victions were hard to obtain since
the people sided with them on ac-
count of their better service. Indi-

vidual postmasters, however, took a
more practical view and along about
1847 began registering mail on their
own account and even circulated
amongst themselves instructions for
keeping records of valuable mail.

The Post, Office Department finally
had to recognize this makeshift
method of registry and on March 3,
1855, Congress, on the recommenda=
tion of the Postmaster General, in=
cluded registration of letters in the
Post Office Act. The fee was fixed
at 5 cents a letter, and the Post-
master General was authorized to
prescribe the method of handling.
Congress could not get away from
the old idea of no liability and mail,
although it could be registered, was
still to go at the sender’s risk.

The act went into effect July 1
and, - although there is nothing of
record, it was long helieved that
the 5-cent stamps issued the fol=-
lowing January 1 were to pay the
registry fee. Apparently there had
peen' a mixup of some Kkind, for
when the registry provision went
into effect the instructions were
that no marks of any kind which
would indicate registry were to ap-
pear on the letters. This provision,
however, soon proved unworkable
and in 1857 postmasters were in=
structed to number each letter reg-
Istered.

In the meantime the use of the
5-cent stamps had been only on
regular mail and this use was of
necessity limited since there were
but two or three places where a
5-cent rate applied. A single copy
could be used to the Maritime Prov=
inces, a pair to pay the 10-cent
rate to California but, as there were
10~cent stamps, few were thus used,
and a strip of three could be used
for the 15-cent rate to France. In
1857 for a few months the stamps
could have been used for the 5-cent
registry fee, but the postmasters had
been collecting this fee in cash and
apparently most of them continued
this method. Consequently, the only
use of the stamps in any quantity
was in sfrips of three on a fairly
voluminous mail to France. An oc-
casional single copy on a letter to
Halifax is encountered and two are

known on registered covers from’

Albany,- one of which is shown in
the illustration. The stamps were
superseded hy a new issue with per-
forations in August, 1857.

~ -
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Of 1851 5-Cent Issue on a Cover
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DR. F. M. COPPOCK, Jr., Pres.
Suite 614 Union Central Bldg.
Cincinnati, Ohio
R. J. BRODERICK, Vice-Pres.
294 East Johnson Street
Fon du Lac, Wisconsin

CLAUDE D. MILLER, Treas.
2041 Calvin Cliff
Cincinnati, Ohio

SOCIETY OF PHILATELIC AMERICANS

ffice of FRANK L. COES, ecretary

Mr. Stan ley ASth‘OCO ES SQUARE, WORCESTER, MASS.
84 Arcadia Drive, l.akeside Park,

Fort Mitchell, Ky. 11-8-38

Dear MNr. Ashbrook:-

I hesttate to bother you, along lines of inguiry that are
not along the lines of your own study-but perhaps you will pardm an
0ld and interested (also retiring?) student for asking a few questions.

For the past ten years I have been accumulating more or less
evidence for and against the “Grfﬂk theory" as variously presented by
authorities and experts.

I have submitted the rough draft of the matter to seweral,
including Perry, Konwiser, and several trade members. And I am still
unwilling to break the material as a theory or even as a study until
I can get some more definite replies to two queries.

Perry®™s verdict was ‘Yyour guess is as good as anyones'™ and
then he wanted to bet he could produce grilled sheets—full size and mint—
whienh did not answer the question at all. H.M.K. wanted to argue
the build up, technical accuracy of the English and argument sequence-
but did not even try to answer the queries. Others similarly have
ducked the commitment or even an opinion.

The first of these questions is thisi~
"Do you know of a sheet—that is documerted definitely as being "the
first" or the "last" sheet run thyu the rollers at any given point of
their completeness(or incompleteness), and if so,who has it?."

The second—"Have you ever seen a photograph-working drawings for
construction, or a detailed description of the mechanism of the "grille"
machine—as used.?"

As a rehanic, and builder of special tools for my own shops up to
rétiring in favor of my son—I approach the matter along the lines of
mechanical knowledge—which is paralleled and documented by known
fecords of machinery—accomplishments of certain motions—and the
production of known results. I am not expert in anything pertaining to
printing, but all my business life have been concerned witihh the production
of cutting edges for paper and other products, and have devised and
initiated many toold for their production. This included steel working.
study of cutting problems, hardening and grinding edges, and the

firm has the record of making more and longer paper knives than any
in the worldlwhich includes Germany ). This is background for
mechanical disagreement with the grille theorye.

y But-no matter how much we disagree with the visible results, we
must prove how thev were made—and Why.

I have aired this theory several times, and got no d isagreementsi,.
mostlv because the technical production wasover the heads of the
listeners. And for that reason-I feel reluctant to place it
before the clan of collectors who many of them claim expert knowledge
(pased on what?) of the grilles.

I am making a reswfite of the matter, and if you approve I

-

would like to have you read it sometime. In the mean time—~the two




SeBeAs 2.

questions remain unanswered-and the first one most of the
experts and &ll the authorities refuse to commit themselves on at all-
altho on the second there is some “"recollection" of having seen
"somethirg". Which helps not at all..

There is one other bit of matter I have seen in the press

that may interest you. I read yow have a dist{nct opinion that the
5 cent '47 plate was a copper plate. Maybe I am wrong-—and you simply
gave it as a tenative opinion.

I acquired back in the '90 period a block of black proofs of
the original which were loaned to A.G.Barrett(now deceased) and by him
Dr. Chase. They were finallv returned, and with the comment "no plate

varieties can be found on this block" (3 X 4) also asking the
question if I knew where it was located on the plate. Of course that
was impossible. But the proof would seem to be too soft for a steel
job. Stilll that is merely surmise. I always felt that here too the
gtate of the market—the surply of steel-the known methods of producing
steel capable of hardening in the sizes needful for & plate-—and the
other mechanical difficulties would seem to indicate copper-—not steel.

Of course the alternative would be iron capable of a good
"case harden" and that would again mean Yorkshire iron of the
triple faggoted type-—such as the later known Taylor-Lowmoor-or other
“piled and re-rolled" plate. Those things no one now considers.

I could find no trade papers or other daly of the 45-47 period
that listed a possible U.8. suorce of supply for plate the required
size,of steel. In fact I think the first steel plates used came from
fngland—and the reading of the notes on the line engraved issues of

British stamps would seem to make the explanations of material used
rather doubtfully "steel”. This is technical criticism along the

same parallel lines of supply and demand-or known supply sources at the

time . Small blocks of steel-yes. Plates of carbon tool steel of the
required size and quality-no. I believe you could set that statement
up and no one could find documentation to proove it wrong-thus leaving
copper as the material. Whether this goes for the 10 ent 47 I would
not sav—but I believe not. Again all hinges on documentation.

Anyhow both this and the grille matter are interestinge as
subjects for research and discussione.

I have just finished your vobume II. I congratulate yuau
on your success and the clarity and clean up on the matter from all
angles.. A fine job, and beautifully printed.

I would appreciate—in your own time-— a reply to the questions
if you know one-or even a partial one.

Return enclosed. Thank you. Yours ver

to



GUARANTEE

Anything not satisfactory for
any reason may be returned
within three days for Ffull
refund of purchase money.

C. Hahn for Stamps !

CHARLESS HAHN

P. O. Box 152
WINNETKA, ILLINOIS

XIX and XX CENTURY
APPROVALS and PACKETS

SCOTT ALBUMS &
CATALOGS

ELBE ALBUMS &
STOCK BOOKS

SARIBO & NARIBO ALBUMS
PEELABLE HINGES

and all accessories

Suite 10 » 545 Lincoln Avenue

A\

February 17, 1939

Dear =tan,

Glad to get your letter of the 16th - even though the buck wasn't
enclosed, I sent you that book as a gift to one who has contributed so much to

the book itself}

Funny - I have had that cover of Hollowbush' on my desk, wondering
whether or not to say anything. It's all wrong, to me - even the picture smells
badly! I'm glad my hunch and knowledge turned out all right, because I should

hate to think I was all wet.

Funny, too - George says "addressed to & small town in Nantes in
the Pyrenees": well - the cover is addressed to Trie, Hautes Pyrenees, Hautes
Pyrenees is a province or "department”. Nantes is not & district - it is a
commercial town, of great importance in Britanny, specifically the capital of
Loire Inferieure department,

of course, it was the very common 35¢ rate that got me all worked
up: fancy @ commercial house with enough correspondence to justify a printed
prix-courant overpaying 5¢! On only 100 such, it would mean ;5,00

Aweel - such is life,

Bill is away - Our mutual friend Ernest leaves next week, Chuck
has a touch of flu and I am still fighting it.

God blessffou - I'm to
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B CENT
BRICK RED

Issue of 1857
By GEORGE B. SLOANE

cover which shows the earliest use

of the 5¢ brick red, Scott’s No.
45, series of 1857, a single used with
a vertical strip of 3 of the 10c green
of the same issue, postmarked,
“NEW ORLEANS, La., April 6,
1858,” six months to the day in ad-
vance of the earliest, previously re-
ported usage, which is given in Scott’s
United States Stamp Catalog as Oc-
tober 6, 1858.

This cover is in the collection of
Frank A. Hollowbush, of Allenhurst,
N. J. The contents is a printed
price-courant, dated at New Orleans,
April 8, 1858, and it was addressed
to a small town in Nantes, in the
Pyrenees, France.

It did more than the customary
amount of traveling before it reached
its addressee, by which time no
doubt the ctrrent prices at New Or-
leans, as given in the enclosure, were
of no further importance or interest
to the subscriber.

The cover came up to New York,
the jumping-off point, on the first leg
of its journey, and was handstamped
April 15, in red, by a postal clerk,
misdirected, placed on the wrong
steamer, and sent to Germany. At
Aachen (Aix-la-Chappelle), it was
handstamped with the ‘“Franco”
(Paid) mark, then this was penciled
out, and the letter returned to New
York because it didn’t belong in Ger-
many. It was re-handstamped in red
at New York, May 14th., and sent on
its way again, this time to France.
This red New York handstamp,
struck “over the previous marking, is
shown at the lower right corner of
the cover.

The cover is backstamped Paris,
May 29, 1858, and: “TRIE-S-
BAISE,” its final destination, May
31, 1858. The postage is overpaid
by 5c. The rate at that time was 30c¢
to Germany for a single letter, and
30c to France for a double letter. A
personal letter was written on the
bottom of the circular which was not
the usual routine and is a possible
excuse for the error of over-payment
on the part of the sender.

ILLUSTRATED herewith is a

l
|

|

|
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Feb. 7, 1939,

Mr, Harry L. Lindquist,

e 3
New York, N.Y.

v dear Harrevy
10 nar s J
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T was rather surprised to see page 153 of the issue of
"Stamps™ of Feby 4th, This the "5 Cent Brick Red" cover,
Several years ago Frank (odden sent me this cover for an
- opinions I had my own ideas regarding it, but I sent it down
to several persons in New York to learn what they thought about
it, As I recall, Sloane saw it, but I do not remember what his
opinion was, Hugh Clark was quite positive it was a fake, and
the same opinion was expressed by others, This was in line with
my opinion end I wrote Godden I thought the 5¢ Briek Red had
undoubtedly been added to the cover and tied with a fake New
Orleans Postmark, I know Zareskl turns out such work, The date
of this pestmark is "Apr 6 1858" so, if the cover is gemiine
all three strikes of this postmark weTe made at the same Lime,
or at least on the same daye, Now take a look at this cover and
imagine yourself as the "Stamper" applying this handstamp, You
strike the two on the 10¢ strip but in order to hit the one on
the 5¢ you have to put an awful twist in your wrist to apply it
as it appears on the cover, But all this is not conclusive
proof the cover is a feke, What convinced me the item was a



#e.
¥r, Harry L. Linnquist - Feb. 7, 1939,

fake, was the use of a 5¢ Brick Red six months eerlier than any
use Chase and I have been able to locate in a period covering
twenty-two years, I wonder if Sloane realizes how carefully

~ both Chase and myself have searched for early uses of our

- early stamps, Surely CGeorge must imagine we went about this in
a very slip shod fashion, Iy records show how this work pro-
gressed, espeeially on the 5¢ Briek Red, For a long time our
earlieat use of record was in Nay 1859, Then I pushed this back
to March then to Jamuary and you can imagine how pleased I was
to gradually push it back to December of 1858, Later to November
where 1t stood for quite a long time, Then to several dates in
October and eventually to the one now of record - Oct, 6, 1858,
No one can convince me a brick red was actually issued and used
on Apr &, 18858,

Frack Hollowbush went to London a year a§o and while
there he purchased this cover from Godden "as is On his re-
turn he sent it to me end I told him what I knew about it.  The
next I hear is this article by Sloane, Personally I think sueh
irresponsible articles should not be published because information
like this certainly discredits research work which has been cone-
ducted in @ most thorough and painsteking mennser,

» It is simply Sloane's opinion this cover is genuine and he
states his own personal opinicn as a fact whick has been established
beyond any question of a doubt,

- I could reply to this article and discredit his opinion
and I dare say the majority would credit my opinion rather than
his, but I think sueh controversies should not be published as
they do more harm than good, I am not mentioning this matter to
anyone but you, and in doing so, I only desire to place you in
poassession of the facts and the personal opinion I hold regarding -
‘this matters I recognize fully that I may be wrong for I eertainly
am not infallible but in this cese I simply cannot imagine by the
widest streteh of 1magination 8 gennine use of a Brick Red in
Ayril of 1858, - _

My best regards,
Cordially,
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MARCHANT .
CALCULATING MACHINE COMPANY
OAKLAND, CALIFORNIA

MEMO FROM OFFICE OF GENERAL MANAGER
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CALCULATING MACHINE COMPANY
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" 434 South Grand Ave.,
: ‘ Fm’t Thomas, EYe

. Septe 14, 1939,

' Mr, Wa;?en R. cola . ‘
Bouton, }iasm

e »_‘Dear Warren-

A T S 4 o.an assure you mos-a emphaiziaally tbu.t 3 made no such ataté=

. ment. to Carhart or to anyone else regarding any covers submitted
.. by you to Martin, .The last time I saw Harold was in New York in
.+ the early part of May last, I had lunch with Carhart and Enapp

at ths Ra;cquet Club. As I reca.ll yeur name was not - even mentionod. et

‘When you were hers .early 1n Jul‘y‘ I aid not know at that t:Lma %A
that you had submitted any items to Martin, but I do remember that =
7 you had some reports from Souren and nat:-umlly T ésgumed you had - -
© % submitted items to Martin who had turhed them over to Souren, You .
. will recall that I told you of a conversation I had had with Souren
- last Jenmary about some copies of the 1869 lssme which you had . Ry
i submitted to Iuartin, r&y remembrance was mry :rague as I waa libtle e
S B i .’mterested. 5 i< Gy : o ik

i Regarding the 30;! 1869 cover y«m showad ‘me on your vigit bo
" Cineinnati, You merely. stated somepone in- New York hed 'prcnouncad ,
vy 4% was & feke but you did nob mqn:bs.on ‘$hat it was Souren, I did not
J 4 Aexamine this cover carefully as I was rather intrigued by the
At s Reench marking on it and notieed thig more particularly than I did
“9:. ' the stamp or how it wag tiedy Naturally I was quite surprised. :
. - several weeks later when I received a Soureén Book #2" and nobted the = .
.Y Allustretion of that particuwlar item,  This is the only cover among
‘ ' ‘the lot which you are given credit of submitting to Nartin that I

i, rEeHlYy saeiﬁg; It would be utterly absurd to suppose I could axpres"fs‘ Tk

an apinifm on this cover after such a gasual oxamination as I made,,
- I have ‘gince meen the original photographs of this cover as made by ..
. Souremy but I'certainly would not pass judgement on a cover like this‘-u ‘
' by simply looking at photographs, When you were here you essured me
“the aover was genuine and I took it for granted that you ‘knew it was
ke PN ) s I Have quite & lot of respect for your ability, and I would
[ hasitﬁte to take isswe with you nn:l.ess 5 X wm :bsolﬁteiy convineed that
'Imright andyouwarewi‘ong. S oA

?eramaliy 3 believe the postma.rks on that cmvex- are genuine. It

: _-“",would be absurd to think otherwise, However it is strange thers is .

. np credit figure in the Red New York, but whether this is dus to a \

- poor strike or whether the mmera.ls were removed in order t0 cover up,

. ‘the real rate, I do not knows It is quite possible th:e original - : -
" stamp on this ‘cover was & 15¢ 1869 that was removed snd a 30¢ subsﬁw
o hedy in which event 1t would be smart business on the part of the

3 grtkir n re:mvo a crad.lt of "12" : 'Inasmuoh a.a thia Q.etten was qarriod




#2e
e, Warren Hy Colson -« Sept, 14, 1939,
‘Pfrom New York by & Frénch packet all we were entitled to was S¢ =

shore to ships Therefore if the original rate was 15¢ there was a
12" in the red New York; If the rate was 30¢ then there was a 24“

T e ok expressing an opinion but merely telling you what might
‘nave haprened and this is the only expression I could 'make on the
cover without a more ecareful examination.

: In addition I ean assure you positively that I have not made
méntion to Carhart in any correéspondence I have had with him regarding
‘any itens submltbed by you to Harting :

I have gorie to soma 1ength in this letter to deny the tale which

Y was t0ld to you, because stories have reached me that I was very close

to Souren, This I also donys I have given him informetion re = types

and .platés-in the past and he paid me well for my services, This is

a dern gight moe than a lot of the righteous gentry in Nassau St

have evey done, : Souren has never made any attack on me but hasg always
been very frisndly. Wy then should X go out of oy vny to antagonize :
in? .

Byt because I am on speakipg terms ‘with ‘him 4g no «ign I’am his
buddy. ust bedr the above in mind if you hear any nosurd foles,

, If you want to send that 30¢ coVer to me I. will uake a careful axwl
¥ amlnation of it. : :

Since you were here I have made furthﬁr inveetigation of th&t
- French marking and now I know all abont ity Further I knecw the.
*.Fronth ship vwhich earried the letter "to France, I havo tirned up

L1 edadbional covers with the sane mavkings, both N9 1 and N@ 2 and I alse

have 2} recerd of the P“ench shipg which carried the letters. to Prance.
A With best peg,,mds, | : :

; Cordiaily‘yeurs;




POSTAGE STAMPS CABLE ADDRESS

FOR ADVANCED COLLECTORS WARREN H. COLSON “WARCOLSON, BOSTON"
TELEPHONE 260 CLARENDON STREET LIEBER’'S
“KENMORE 6624" BOSTON 17, MASS. CODES) A B C 5TH ED.
‘ September 21, 1939.

Stanley B. Ashbrook, Esq.,
434 South Grand Avenue,
Ft. Thomas, Kentucky.

Dear Stan,
Yours of the l4th came duly to hand,

Then you told me in Cineimmati what your
Armenian friend said of me, it only bore out the
utter undependability of anything that comes from
that source., The 1869's which were the subject
of his remerks were all perfectly sound stamps in
every respect, and the points of criticism which
he set up were merely based on caprice in the
extreme, I had no idea that you had anything to
do with this party, and L take a little different
view of such a comnection, apparently, than what
you do.

I have been a professional in stemps ever
since I was sixteen; but the very fact that I could
get paid for doing some work has never been a
motivating impulse in enlisting my services, and
I can give you a long list of both collectors and
dealers with whom I would never have a commercial
transaction,no matter how profitable it might ap-
pear to be in money at the moment.

Your approasch to stamps is from a very dif-
ferent angle than mine; and if I depended on some
fortuitous circumstance like the date in the let~
ter of the fake 30¢ '69 cover, lot #234 in the
Kelleher-Emerson sale of October 19, 1937, to tell
me that the cover was faked, I should not consider
myself possessed of any special knowledge on this
subject, I was very much surprised to have you
wonder why I knew that wes a fake, end your ex-
planation,that the date of the letter proved that
the cover had to be wrong, had nothing whatsoever
to do with my reasoning.
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Stenley B. Ashbrook, Esq. - #2 9/21/39

It seems to me that just to know that the
30¢ 169 with the French packet cancellation, which
I showed you in Cineimnnati, was carried on the
S. S. Lafayette, Captain Roussan, sailing from New
York on August 21, 1869, is not of itself suffident
proof that this particulsar item is genuine, It
is a contributing factor, but when you suggest that
the New York postmark in red might have been partly
erased in order to cover up the eredit which should
properly accompany a 30¢ rate, you might as well
say that if your aunt had been a man she wourld be
your uncle, for pert of the address on this letter
passes right through the point where the credit
would show if it had been properly struck,

I will cheerfully admit that if you had a
cancellation date which did not correspond to a
sailing, the cover bearing such a date would be
open to suspicion. But these will never be de-
termining factors; and personally, i think you
have seen altogether too 1little materisl to be
able to judge on matters of this sort,

You told me in Cincimmati that up to that
time, you had not even seen one of these French
packet postmarks., Yet since seeing you, I have
seen several others, and I have not even exemined
my own stock yet.

ck
Mr, Emerson says that if the wind always o
blew sou'sou'west, women could take ships to sea;
and I am afraid that your kind of examination de-
pends too much on dates of sailings and things of
that sort, when the real danger lies in quite an-
other direction.

I have not the slightest interest in having
anyone examine covers of this sort, when 1 know
thoroughly well that they are genuine, and the
] largest quantity of the fake covers on both sides
| of the Atlentic would have remained in their several
"collections, if I hed not been able to demonstrate
| to the posé\essors in certain instances that they

were spurious.



Stanley B, Ashbrook, Esq, - 13 9/21/%

The story which Mr. Carhart told someone
else was probably motivated by your Armenian friend
putting words into your mouth, but at the time I
wrote you, 1 did not even know that you were on
speaking terms with this party; and of course, it
changes the whole course of my thought in the mat-
ter to find that there is a contact between you
and him, and this is undoubtedly the explanation
of the statement that JW§S made to me.

With all good wishes, I am

Yours very sincerely,

WHC s HM
Air Mail.



POSTAGE STAMPS CABLE ADDRESS

FOR ADVANCED COLLECTORS WARREN H. COLSON “WARCOLSON, BOSTON”
TELEPHONE 260 CLARENDON STREET LIEBER'S
E'; “KENMORE 6624" BOSTON 17, MASS. CODES) £ B CSTH ED.

Stanley B, Ashbrook, Esqe,
434 So, Grand Ave,, Septe13,1939,
Fte Thomes, Ky.

Dear Stan,

When in N, Y., the other dey someone told
me that you were alleged to have told Carhart that one
of the covers I had offered to Martin was possibly bad,

Now I don't knmow that you said anything
of the sort & I have not seen Carhart or in any way dis=
cussed the doings of his Armenian friend,whose part he
has always taken in his talks with me,but I am interested
to know if you have so expressed yourself and if so,to
which one of my covers do you take excepthon??

I hope that this finds you & yours en-
joying the best of good health an d I enjoyed seeing
you on my way west and am only sorry that I could nok
stop on my way back, With kind regards, Iam

Very sincerely yours,

: i /' 7/
Wil

Air Mail
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5 September 1959

mr, Stanley B. Ashbrook,
454 S0. Grand Ave.,
rort Thomas, Ky.

My dear Mr. Ashbrook:

Would you pe interested in having, as a side
line to your United States collection, some of the old
“box wood" markers used by the post office in the early
days? I have two of these: a "3 Cent pPaid” handstamp
in fair condition considering that it has at some time
been used as a sealing wax die; and a concentric circle
cancel, which is in pretty good condition, ihese came
out of a pbuilding here that was used as a post office
and general store during the !'60 period.

Although I have always been very fond of
US as a collectavnle item I do not go in for them, but
am devoting all of my time to a specialized collcciion
of Puerto Rico, as I am living in ruerto Rico., The
handstamps are of no use to me, and I would like to
have them in the hands of someone who would appreciate
them, Therefore if you would like these please let me
Eknow as soon as possible and 1 will be pleased to send
them to you with my compliments,

1 have enjoyed your works on the 1l0¢ green, and
the lc 1851/57 very much. Although I do not collect those
myself I enjoy studies such as yours very much., ihe
American rhilatelist will soon commence publication of
my attempts as something on rPuerto Rican philately.

After you have had an oppartunity to read it I would

welcome your critisme
Yours v;z§ truly
.égv/(g;ﬁz;\\\

(Until 9/21)

R. B. Preston,
North Ferrisourg,
Vermént




My present idea i€ that the Knapp 10c 1847 is genuine in
every respect except thagt it is nott a true shift, I am satisfied
there wae no such variety on the plate at any time, Yesterday I
had the printer from the Bureau who is demonstrating a flat bed
hand press at the show in New York do a little experimenting and
was satisfied that he could produce such a "shift" on the 6c¢ ahr-
mgil altho there is no D.T, on the plate., Of course, such a thing
would never occur by 1ntent but altho it would probably be very
rare, it could occur by a001dent The lines of the "shiftr" would
aprear to be engraved.

I am egtisfied that all the distortion and other peculigrities
of Knapp'e etamp could be produced accidentally in this way, and
have been inclined to believe that steve promnts 10c green was due

%o the same cause. "hat I had difficulty in reconciling was the

period after Uor 8 - (Iv'e forgotten just which). I well recall
that we could not make that period fit when other parte of the
"ghift" were superimposed, Frankly I don't see how such distortion
as might occur in producing that kind of a shift could have moved
that dot so far unless there was similar distortion inother parts
of the shift nearby. If the thing really is a paint job as you
suspect, there's a good chance the violet ray will show it wup,
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SINCE 1915

August 21, 1939
Dea® Stanley,

Your good letter of the 19th just arrived and
also Souren's book which I have read very carefully.

Jeesup and hie 1ittle girl muet have had a fine time
with you and I can assure you that nothing would be more enjoy-
able than a visit through hietoric Hentucky with you as a guide.
Some day we'll do that,

Of course I shall say nothing about what is to appear in
the new catalog, If what I have published ae to the facts re-
garding the distribution of the 1861 issue has been of help to
you in getting a toe-hold I am glad of it, It is a 1on% time
since I have s8een Clark and I am not sure I ever 8pkoe o him
on the subject more than once, and then very briefly. He then
seemed to agree with me and I think I told him that probably
nothing could be done while Luff was alive, which apparens$ly
was exactly hies position,

Clark's alibi has been that the catalog lieted what col-
lectors wanted it to 1ist and I think a catalog mamxkisa% of
postage stamps can 1list proofs, essays, etc. or samples or
doormate, PROVIDED they are liested as such and NOT as legitimate
postage stamps., To 2y mind the important point is not what is
listed, but what ie said about listings that are technically in-
oonsisﬁent,

#83; The articlie in Pate #38 is a revésion and consoli-
dation of several articles written during the past ten or more
years and not published for various reasons. I have known where,
why and how the "exbended grill" occurred for over 30 years and
now own $he copy which is supposed to have been sold for $400 in
the Worthington collection in 1916. The copy which I bought at
the same time I sold a long time ago - probably before 19230,

Yes, I located a copy of the Chase article and most of it
appeared to be written from the catalog and/or Luff's book, To
me there is no indimation that Chase had ever read the Stevenson
booklet or even looked at a grilled stamp., If he ever wrote any-
thing of lese value to philately I don't know what it could be,

PRI, pled bo Lo il 30sh Ao fla (4T ppenen,

WJ‘/LMW&@M Bfed iEius uu&
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SINCE 1915

In the Mcpride collection (I think) there was an 1869 with a

double grill which joined so perfectly that it could have Deen
mistaken for an oversize grill but I have seen the Luff "one and
only "genuine" copy of cat #823 several times and the last time I
examined it very carefully. My opinion after examining the stamp
does not agree with Chase's guess about it,

As long as the Scott catalog sticks by Luff's statement that
"The general characteristics o% all grille are the same. The
bosses which produced them are pyramidaX in shape and their effect
is to pgra break tiny crosses (x) in the paper." it will be neces-
sary %o hammer away with facts. They do not seem %o realize thatl
Luff's own statement regarding the "J" grill (page 134) con#radicts
what he said about the earlier grills.

Luff's statement about "the general characteristiocs" was a
theory - not a fact, The biscuit grills are a fact - not a theory.
Luff's statement wae based on guesswork - not on observation -
for had he examined the A and C grille carefully as Stevenson did
he would have discovered that his theory did not apply to them as
it did to the later grille. But then it would have been necessary
to make correctione in the grill listing. - involving admissions
that he had been wrong.

3c 1869 ungrilled; if you saw the pane with full margine which
I had there weuld be no doubt in your mind that genfuine issued
stamps could exist with no grill, The firet row of grills almos?
migsed the first row of stamps., The grill was not exactly Perped-
dicular caweing stamps at one end of the top row to catch a little
of the grill at their bottom edges. On the other top row stamps
the grill entirely missed because it was at the top of the stamps
in the second row. That occurred on only one of the panes which
I had, Luff saw the pane fully itwenty years ago.

As to the Colson item I would have to take someone's word for
it unless I could see the item myself. Ackerman had the four high
values unused, full gum and no trace of a grill, and I have Seen
one or two other sets within a year. The violet ray might show
them to different from the ordinary grilled etamps, Why not borrow
a set and try it?

cropper Plates; the reason I have not yielded td any request
to answer your argumente is about 90% personal. Perhpe I don't
appreciate the value to philately in this matter but in plating



#3 Stanley Ashbrook 8/31-'32
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the 18478 I had to work with the stamps as I found them and use
the markings that appeared because the stamps were engravings
Printed from a recess metal plate. If I could find the merkings
the fact that they were from steel or copper didn't help any, and
if I cowldn't find them it didn't help at all to believe that the
reagon wa.s because the plate was steel or wasn't steel, The
mrkings were persistent enough and constant enough so that I
could identify better than 90 stamps out of e ach 100 "as they
ran" - which wae the important fact to me,

SINCE 1915

The work waen't done when I was sitting around waiting for
a job to come along but was mostly done when I had many other
things ta think about and when I found some 10c with indications
that might be "copper" and other copies from the same positions
without such indications I Just didn't take the time from more
pressing matters to check up on the copper idea. I had trouble
enough with E.R,A, about the illustrations as it was,

You put in a lot of work and wrote a fine article that does
you great credit, BEven if I don't wholly agree with everythi
in 1% what earthly good will it do to attempt to establish facts
which I regard as less important than you do] As far as Brazer's
attitude is concerned, it is mot my opinion that such a concenr
a8 the Rawdon, Wright outfit would lie and mierepresent to their
own customers, It was too easy to expose such a lie. There were
other engraving concerns and all any customer had to do was to
ask any of Rawdon's competitors how many impress#ione could be
taken from a copper or steel plate, Rawdon etc, wasn't a fly-by-
night outfit, interested merely in mking a clean-up from a bunch
of quich orders.

Knapp 10c; . My reaction is that Souren's proof is about 98%
what everybedy except Frank Sweet has admitted. No doubt if
Sweet were alive he would admit it too, Both Sweet and I were
confident there was no such "shift" on the plate, Neither of us
knew of any way of making a shift except from a genuine impressicn
on the plate or by some kind of skuwllduggery. £s far as our know-
ledge went it had to be one or the other, That ies the entire basis
for any statements gbout the stamp being a fake.

When I obtained further informstion at the time of the TIPEX
show I had to choose between standing pat regardless of the facte
(a 1a Luff, Scott et al) or of changing my opinion to agree with
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the information which I had every rezson to believe was reliable.
I chose to change my opinion and frankly admitted so, I was sat-
isfied that the apparent "shift" was produced by an accident of
printing and if friend Knapp had been as anxious to find out the
facte as he was to establieh the genuinese of the "shift" that
Bureau printer at TIPEX would probably have been willing to show
him how to make it.

I am not talking about any statements made to me by Bureau
employees or officiale; I know what I saw done with my own eyes.

The Souren finding omits all mention of a fact which both
Frank Sweet and myself considered had an important bearing on the
matter - in fact it wae the basis for our dpinicn. Many other
stamps from the same plate position show no indication of the
go-called "shift", It seeme strange to me that if this fact was
revealed to Mr, Fllsworth his report should say nothing about it,

Horace Barr's suggestion is very interesting and shows the
working of an earnest, inquiring mind, anxious to find the truth,
In my opinion his suggestion, tho of great value, does not apply
in this case because it can be made to agree with other facte
with great difficulty - if at all. But why not go further and
mgintain not only was the plate soldered to fill up the Mshift®
and the solder fell out, but it was then soldered uwp again. No
doubt stampe can be found that will fit such a suggestion, more
or less, At least they would help account for the fact that only
one stamp from that position has been found with the "shift",

Please note that an error in the first par. of Pats #38
(page 1141 ) should be corrected. The $1 Pony stamps were probably
issued in July 1861 when the $1 rate became effective and not in
the Sprigg of that year. The final copy for the printer was 0.K,
but what he got was an earlier draft in which thie error had not
been corrected and it "got by " until #38 was all printed.

I am rather surprised that there seceme to have been no attempt
to find the combination #31/41 shift shown me at the 1926 show,
The Economist had it in their booth and I was told that Gene Cos-
tales had C,K.'d it, I was not told who owned it, That stamp
might have a paint job on it or it might be eimilar to Knapp's.
Wouldn't it be well to find out? I'd certainly be inteeested to
know the Souren-Ellsworth report on it,

Hope it isn't any hotter in Kentucky today than it is here.

Sinc erfy 3




et 4 ’ e
TL | &9lar N B3

SINCE 1915

August 25, 1939
Dear Stanley,

Philately of Tomorrow No. 2 is being mailed you
today. I have read it again and see no reason to change my
opinion, Some of the "facts" on page 26 seem Questionable to
me. For instance in (1) "If each of the shifted lines were
placed in normal position they would fall into the deePest lines
of the engraving." This sounds like reasoning in a circle -
the deerest lines of the engraving were those that were shifted,
therefore the shift lines came from the deepest lines of the
engraving, My recollection is that neither you nor I were able
to make some of the so-called shift lines fit and I wonder if
Mr. Ellsworth superimposed the shift lines on the normal deeign
with the care and prrecision which you exerciesed.

(2) all thies proves 1ittle except that the shift was not
a paint job or some kind of & fake Print added afterwards,

(3) if there were two states of the plate then the "shiftrw
came from the first state or the second. The stgtement in
Knagpp's letter ***"proof of the genuiness of the shift FXPLAINED"
seeme vedy curious,for the Souren report contains no statement
a8 to whether the shift was from the first state of the plate or
the second. An explanation which faile to explain an extremely
important Raim% Question does not agree very well with Knapp's
statement that ***"no further question can arise", In my opinion
there are important facte which do not agree with a supposition
that the so-called shift came from the original state of the
Plate or a later state.

Page 7 - "A shift of this extent and sharpness could only
occur on a rlate that was relatively soft." Do you think anyone
who has had much experience with shifte on U.S, postage and revemee
gtamgs Printed from steel plates from 1851 ie going to swalloew

his

3/3 of 3 1862 on tax notice; there was one of these things
in the Needham collection in 19230, My recollection that I waen't
wholly satisfied it was 100% authentic and that Ackerman didn't
keep it and it wae 80ld at auction, It seems to me that I was at
an auction recently and saw colson buy one at what I thought was
Plenty - but far lese than the price on the Martin invoice,



SINCE 1915

September 12, 1939

Dear Stanley,

The letter from Harry L, came this morning. I have
read it carefully and you will find it enclosed. 1t contains so
much obvioues truth that comment is hardly necessary. The refer-
ences to myself are very flattering and appreciated but I am not
sure a dealer is considered to be a proper recipient for any high
philatelic award as you mention,

Almost immediately after the first announcement of the pros-
Pective book on the PIONEER POSTS of the U,S, aPpeared I received
a letter intimating that I was at work on a pPhilatelic monument
with the intention of seeking a medal or scme such rewrd., In
my reply I stated that in my opinion the work on the 10c 1847
plate was philatelic monument enough for any one student,

The carrier chapter in your Vol. II certainly was not written
with any idea that any kind of an award might resuwlt from it, I
asked Harry about how many pages he wanted it to take so I could
make the story fit into the space assigned. I found out that he
preferred another plan - there was no space .limit and I was free
to write as good and as comprehensive a story as I could. That
is what I tried to do, hoping the chapter would compare favorably
with the remainder of the volume. If ten or twenty years hence
it is found not to leak too badly I shall be satisfied that it
wae worth while,

I did not realize it was any secret why the APS is piling
up cash and is very averse to spending any of it. When enough
has accumulated it is to be invested in a Wational Home or
U.S. Philatelic Headduarters, or clubhouse or something of that
kind in: "ashington, D.C, At least I understand that is friend
Wilhelm's idea, Some of us may not live to see it and would like
to have the APS do more for philately while we are still here,

The Penny Black booklet was financed on an appropriation of
$300 and actwally cost about 10% less - barely 8¢ per member.
Some lettere received indiGate it was one of the best investments
the APS ever made. Yet the 1938 convention didn't renew the
$300 annual appropriation and didn't give the mandbook Committee
a nickel - not even postage expense. Read the committee's reprort
on pages 50, 51,53,53 of the 53rd Proceedinge and also the bottom
of page 83,
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Among several articles intended for handbooks which have been
revéewed one which is planned to start in the AP soon is devoted
exclusively to U.S, stampe, The work of the Committee on this
particular article has been more than just reading it. The plan
that was adopted at the 1938 convention was not what the Committee
racommended, has added considerably to the Committee's work and
resPonsibility, but the Committee has been determined to make it
work, if poseible. We do not feel that We have been unsuccessful,

The above is not a reply to your criticism of the contents of
the AP - it is merely a statement of facts which you have a right
to know,

The accumulate as big a cash fund as possible by spending as
1ittle as possible idea is not new, In the early days some mef-
oeras believed that the one thing most certain to hold the APS
together inspite of any factione or ructions wae a suostantial
fund of cash. Charlie Severn, Ham Barnum and others of the Old
Guard clung to that idea and you may recall how successfully
Diamant's desire to have the APS gpend #1,000 or something for
publicity every year was resisted - and usually defeated. .

Fver since I have been on it the Handbook Committee has had
to function between two diametrically opproeed influences. One
that handbooks should be given free to all members and financed
by an appropriation from the society's trezsury, and the other
that handbooks should be 20ld at some Price to members who want
them., The first plan tends to overcome the criticism that the
APS doesn't do enough for its members - the second plan has not
oeen effective in meeting that criticism.

A11 this may seem to be beside the point of your letter, but
is not wholly so, I am trying to make it clear that a society
which has shown itself so reluctant to spend for the benefit of
many or all of its members is not likely to encourage an expendi-
ture which some will consider ie to add glory to a very, very few,

I'11 favor the action and won't care a hoot whether my motives
are misconstrued or not, 1I'll vote for a medal for chase, Dietz,
King, Johl or anyone who has done honest and valuable work.

If anyone has the idea that the Handbook Committee knows how
To spell only one word "NO" they are much mistaken., Let me
assure you the Committee will be glad %o review any article you
may care to write for the AP and will be glad if it is of suitable
length and contents for a handbook, 1f Kimble acce it for the
Sincepely, J
AP we can reprint in handbook form, foemn Lot ,
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Eaet Clarendon, Vi, I should think any great expert with
Coleon's long exPerience could see that "Fast Randolph" does'nt
fit in thie prostmark and would be suspicious of a dating so much
stronger than the remainder, Had a similar Queer pmk sent in
recently but don't recall what else was cuckoo about the cover,
except that id wsan't what it should have been,

Split 6¢c 186S and 30c 18692 cover; We make reporte on such for
& dollar or two, Probably our opinion wouldn't stand up in
court as well as Spuren's proof,

1869 used originals without grill; Sometimes it is difficult
to tell if a stamp ever had a grill but anyone who knows as much
as Colson is supposed to should be able to distinguish between
originals and re-issues in most casee.

Sometimes I have wondered if Colson really knowe as much as
he is oredited with knowing., There seems to be a general idea
that he is rather cagy about giving out any informstion that may
benfit anyone but W H.C.

Leaving tomorrow for Vermont to pick up the Indiane and bring
them home., Back about next Friday.

Since
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PRESS OF THE DIETZ PRINTING CO
'ﬂefﬁop of the Craftsmen”
109 E.Cary Street

RICHMONDVA . December t14th, 1929,

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook,
306 Fountain Square Bldg.,
Cincinnati, O.

My dear Ashbrook:

Yours of the '2th inst. with the Nashville cover received,
and I note your comments.

The stamps are of that setting and dull red ink in which
the supposedly genuine issue appears. It is believed that the post-
master had this denomination prepared under the impression that the
U. S. letter rate would prevail in the Confederacy, but before they
could be placed on sale the rate advanced to five cents, rendering
this value useless. (A parallel case might be cited in the General
Issue De La Rue ONE CENT.) All this you know as well as I, and also
that there are "counterfeits" of this stamp, readily distinguished
by the curvature of McNish's name, the figure "3) and particularly
by the surrounding printers' brass rule with corner bevels. The imi-
tator failed to "match up" there. So I would call the stamps 0.K.

Now we come to an ahalysis of the cover.

Why a turned cover? There was no shortage of paper or en-
velopes at that early period. (Unless the writer was a frugal Scot!)

While the canceller registers with the well-known Nashville
postmark--even the blue ink, though that is of a very much darker
shade, and apparently PRINTING-INK!--the thing is placed too "perfect-
lyy and I am of the opinion that 1t was done in the following manner:
Instead of "thumping" the canceller in the usual manner, this impres-
slon was made by carefully "setting" the canceller "in beautiful posi-
tion" and while held there by the left hahd, it was struck with the
ball of the right. Result: sidewise "blur" of the lettering, which oc-
curs every time you try it. It is the qulver that results from a jar,
and rarely found on cancellations thumped on in the ordinary way, un-
less the operator hits 'em(one-at-a-time,) and then that sidewige jar
will only occur if he lets the "weapon" rest on the cover a moment.

I believe the cancellation to be a "made" one, and I believe
it was made in Nashville, or wherever the 0ld canceller was avallable.
For once I will not credit the Lorraine, Va. genius with that much fore-
thought, for the Express cancellation properly antedates the Nashville

» % 2 43 »
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SiiAM P AND COVER COLLEGCTORS

REVIEW [ 295

Possibly an Important Message

By THE EDITOR

R. ELMER STUART, Vice-
M President of the Chicago Phil-

atelic Society, submitted for
my inspection, during the recent con-
vention of the S. P. A. in his city, the
cover illustrated above.

It is an intriguing piece and it stirs
the imagination.

It is not a prisoner-of-war cover. It
bears neither Examiner’s markings nor
the wsual inscription “Per Flag of
Truce.” It passed through Northern
and Southern postoffices unchallenged,
save for the “Due 5” handstamping
after it entered Confederate territory,
and this charge may have been added
for its forwarding from Jackson to
Natchez, although there is nothing

visible to bear out this presumption.

The letter was evidently posted at
Buffalo, N. Y. on August 9, 1862,
and forwarded to Jackson, Miss.,
where it arrived September 15, 1862.
From that point no markings indicate
its final course to the addressee in
Natchez.

Of particular historical interest are
the two endorsations — one from
Northern mllitary headquarters, the
other from a Southern army division.
Either the person writing, or the con-
tents of the letter, must have been of
sufficient importance to be accorded
virtual “protection” by two opposing
commanders. The first endorsation is
that of Maj.-Gen. Butler by his aide-
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feature in the cancellations 01:“‘1;‘)0:;‘;1; ”l””

By Sir Nicholas Waterhouse, F.R.P.S.L.

HEN asked to write ‘ some-

A thing about U.S.A. stamps ”’

I find it difficult to know where

to begin and where to end, but I hope
the following few general remarks as
to my reasons for giving up the stamps
of all other countries and concentrat-
ing on the Nineteenth Century of

- U.S.A. may be of interest to some

readers of the ‘° Stamp Magazine.”’

There are quite a number of reasons
for my choice, but I cannot attempt to
put them into order of merit. Perhaps,
however, as ““ Art”’ is usually con-
sidered less sordid than ‘‘ finance,”” I
had better start off by saying a few
words on the sthetic side of the
matter.

While I always look upon the first of
all stamps, the Penny Black English of
1840, as surpassing all others as a really
artistic production, I do not think the first
5c. and 10c. U.S.A. stamps of 1847 fall
very far behind it in this respect, and I
also maintain that some of the subse-
quent U.S.A. issues rank higher than
those of any other country, not only in
their design and superb execution, but
also in their very pleasing shades of
colouring. Look, for instance, at the 1851
issue and some of the shades of the 24c.
of 1857, 1861 and 1870. Even in later
days the artistic merits of the stamps of
the U.S.A. compare very favourably with
those of most other countries, but, with

postal requirements reckoned in millions
as against thousands some eighty years
ago, the cost of producing stamps with
anything like the character of the old
classics would, of course, be prohibitive.

Another attraction to me is the very
large quantity of minor varieties of design
of some of the earlier issues, many of
which afford a most interesting sidelight
on the method of manufacture and pro-
duction of the stamps, to say nothing of
their assistance in ‘‘ Plating ** if one has
the urge and opportunity of engaging on
this king of jig-saw puzzles. It may be
mentioned also that some of these
varieties are of extreme rarity, and there
is always the intriguing possibility of
picking up something for a few shillings
which may be worth as many pounds or
even more. I would like to give some
rather amusing examples of my experi-
ences in this direction, but neither space
nor modesty permits.

On the other hand, in 19th Century
U.S.A. stamps there is a complete
absence of the numerous tiresome minor
varieties of watermarks and perforations
which seem so much to clutter up the
collections of stamps of some other
countries, and which, while in themselves
carrying enormous weight as regards
philatelic values, never appealed to me
much when T was a general collector.

Then again there is the historical
interest of a specialised collection of
United States stamps. Most countries

t— —

The portrait of Washington used for the early U.S. stamps was taken

from the bank notes then in use.

A portion of one is illustrated here
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may have this special appeal to a greater
or lesser extent, and in some of them, such
as the Transvaal, the postal issues may
even furnish a fairly concise history of
the country ever since stamps were intro-
duced. I know of no other country, how-
ever, than the U.S.A. where the study of
its stamps can be made to illustrate so
clearly the development of a vast conti-
nent and its resources so far as inter-
communication and transport problems
were concerned. This historical side of a
U.S.A. collection is not only evidenced by
the Postmaster stamps, the Carriers
(official and semi-official) and the Local
posts, including the romantic and sensa-
tional Pony Express, but there is also a
vast field of interesting study in the post-
marks, cancellations and the numerous
hand-stamped instructions. Such inscrip-
tions as ‘‘ Southern letter unpaid,” ‘“ Held
for Postage,” ‘‘ via Nicaragua,” ‘‘ Ahead
of the mail,”” “ Way,” and many other
printed or manuscript words and phrases
all have their special historical signifi-
cance which cannot be dealt with in a
short note of this description. It is suffi-
cient for me to say that the published
works of Dr. Carroll Chase, Mr. Stanley
Ashbrook and other great American
masters of philately afford the most
thrilling reading on these subjects to all
collectors of U.S.A. stamps, and incident-
ally should also be of the greatest interest
to any student of American history,
whether a collector of stamps or not.

While speaking of postmarks, one must
not forget the numerous private hand-
stamps prepared by certain postmasters
for cancellation purposes before any
general form of obliteration came into
force. Among these may be mentioned
the various Masonic signs, the emblems
representing the industry of the locality
(such as the ¢ Danbury Hat ), and the
numerous patriotic heraldries (such as

stars and stripes), zoological illustrations -

(such as birds, cats, mules, etc.), and
comic and gruesome devices (such as
skulls, death’s heads, etc.), which are
found to adorn the stamps from certain
cities that boasted of a postmaster either
with artistic proclivities or with a sense
of humour. Incidentally, many of these
rough efforts, such as the * Kicking
Mule > of Daytona, the *‘Lyre” of
Canton and the ‘‘ Blue Bird,” which
seems to have been popular in several
towns, are of considerable rarity and
value.
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Perhaps more than is the case with any
other country, the 19th -Century stamps
of the U.S.A. used on their original
covers are far scarcer than such stamps
detached therefrom. This is so even
without regard to any specially interesting
feature in the -cancellations or postal
marks appearing on the cover. Indeed,
some of the higher values are extreme
rarities in this condition, and an authen-
tic copy of the 90c. 1869 used on cover
(which has yet to be discovered!) would
realise a postively fantastic figure, cer-
tainly more than one hundred times the
price of a similar copy as found in most
collections. The 90c. blue of 1860 is also
a great rarity, only a very few copies
being known to exist on original covers.

The 90c. of 1861, while worth perhaps
30/- according to its condition, would
nowadays fetch at least £30 on the cover,
and a really fine copy on a clean envelope
might realise very much more. This was
illustrated at an auction sale in London
last year when a large number of these
90c. stamps came up for sale. The first
few dozen lots detached from the covers
went at about 15/- to 35/- per stamp, but
for the last five or six lots comprising the
stamps on the covers it was a case of
about £50 a time! The lucky finder of
this correspondence in Hong Kong, who
had taken so much trouble to soak the
stamps carefully off the envelopes until a
kind friend stopped him doing so just
before he had completed his work, must
have reflected very sadly if indeed, he
did not ‘‘say something” when he
received his cheque and the detailed priced
catalogue from the auctioneer!

In view of the above, it is only natural
that the quick-witted and nimble-fingered
fraternity on the Continent should be turn-
ing out some pretty convincing work, and
collectors of U.S.A. stamps should exer-
cise special care, before purchasing covers
cheap (or even dear), to make quite sure
that the stamps thereon ‘‘really grew
there.”” Some of these faked covers are
very dangerous indeed, and I am afraid I
must own to having been a victim on
more than one occasion. One very pretty
cover which I have fills me with shame.
It is addressed to England in 1863 and
bears a very scarce combination of stamps,
namely, the lc. blue, the 5c. deep brown
and the 5c. * mustard ”” (11 cents in all
instead of 12 cents), and the lc. is accord-
ingly cancelled with the words * short
paid.”” I do not know which, if indeed
any, of the stamps was affixed in 1863,
but I do know that unfortunately the lc.,
so beautifully cancelled, is one of the
series re-issued in the year 1875 and as
such is somewhat of an anachronism on
an 1863 cover! My excuse for owning
this gem is that it formed part of a
genuine correspondence in the ’sixties
which I acquired a few years ago.

In conclusion, perhaps I might say a
word from the ‘ financial  or ‘invest-
ment *’ point of view. For one reason or
another there has always seemed to be a
steadier trend in the upward direction in
the values of U.S.A. stamps than in those

SIR NICHOLAS WATERHOUSE, K.B.E.

of any other country. This is probably
due to the special appreciation which
Americans rightly have for their own
stamps and to the ever increasing number
of really serious collectors in that country.
This, combined with the fact that there
is nothing like a sufficient number of the
old ‘“ Classics ”’ to go round, and the
immense amount of material required for
research worlk, has had a positively start-
ling effect on prices during the last
quarter of a century. For instance, some
twenty-five years ago the very plentiful
3c. stamps of 1851 might be acquired
“ unpicked ** at a few shillings a hundred,
while now really fine copies of the various
shades would average out at a few
shillings each, while some of the scarcest

minor varieties would fetch as many
pounds! The same applies to the rather
scarcer stamps, and also, though, of

course, to a lesser proportionate extent,
to the great rarities such as some of the
Postmaster stamps and the so-called
¢ Premiere Gravures '’ of 1861.

To illustrate this, I might remind you
that not so long before the war Messrs.
Peckitt & Co. had the whole window of
their shop in the Strand full of a
¢ correspondence ’ consisting of U.S.A.
1847 5c. and 10c. stamps used on covers,
including many scarce cancellations and

7

Illustration by courtesy of Frank Godden

minor varieties. These were offered at
10/- the two (one of each 5c. and 10c.),
on the system of “ Put down your money
and take your choice.” But to show the
enormous appreciation of some special
items, such as blocks or rare minor
varieties in the earlier issues, 1 would like
to mention that in 1904 I bought at
auction a block of six of the imperf. 10c.
for the sum of 18/-. The block, though
slightly torn, was a very fine-looking piece
cancelled in red and containing four of
the “‘ Re-cuts.” This lot realised 4285
when I sold my collection at auction in
1924, and though I felt so sad at parting
with it that I offered the purchaser a
handsome profit on his bargain, I could
not persuade him to let me have it back!
I can recall many other instances nearly
as sensational, and I believe that, even
with values at their present-day level,
these old U.S.A. stamp ‘“ Classics ** still
afford scope for really worth-while invest-
ment. In saying this, however, it is, of
course, understood that nowadays every-
thing depends on condition, and that it is
no good hoping that one’s stamp collec-
tion will turn out a financial success
unless the very greatest care is taken in
the selection of the right kind of material.

(WORLD COPYRIGHT RESERVED)
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The California Mails

Being a Paper Read Before the First
American Philatelic Congress,
Philadelphia, Pa., 1935.

By
R. A. BARRY
o ==

HE decade and a half follow-

ing the annexation of California

is possibly the most interesting
for the philatelist of any like num-
ber of years in our country’s history.
Little happened until the discovery
of gold, but from the time that this
fact was realized by the rest of the
nation the story of California mails
runs the gamut of human emotions.
Lust and greed, open-handed gen-
erosity, ruthless competition, politi-
cal chicanery and intrigue even to
the point of disloyalty to the gov-
ernment—are all to be found in the
story of that fifteen years.

Prior to the Mexican War, the
native Californian’s interest lay
toward Mexico, of which they form-
ed a distinct and often neglected
part; and their correspondence, con-
fined entirely to Mexico City or
through that point with the outer
world, was adequately handled by
an ambling soldier-postman who
made a monthly trip from Monterey
to the tip of Lower California
whence the mail crossed to the
mainland and was carried overland
to the capital. There had been a
small infiltration of Americans as
well as French, Germans, English
and other nationalities for some
years, and such of the Americans
who received or sent letters de-
pended on the trading and whaling
vessels that touched at one or an-
other of the coast towns. Mail was
left with the waterfront merchants
after the manner of colonial days on
the Atlantic seaboard and was for-
warded when, as, and if something
or somebody came along who was
going its way. The forwarding

postmarks—if they can be called
such—of Thomas O. Larkin, United
States Consul at Monterey, although
rare, testify to the state of affairs
existing.

Immediately following the Mexi-
can War, Congress realized the
necessity of establishing a mail com-
munication with the newly acquired
country and also with Oregon
which, like California, had been de-
pendent on the courtesy of itinerants
for mail connection with the States.
The great cost compared to any
visible return was a great obstacle
to a quick solution of the problem,
but Congress finally, after much
debate, passed a bill carrying a
heavy subsidy for a monthly mail to
go via steamer to Panama, overland
across the Isthmus and by steamer
up the coast to California and Ore-
gon. The securing of a contractor,
even with the subsidy, was none too
easy; but this was at last accom-
plished and a ship, the California,
started on its way around Cape
Horn, carrying only a handful of
passengers, to take up its duties in
the Pacific.

This trip of the California is his-
toric. For, while on its way, word
of the discovery of gold in Cali-
fornia electrified the rest of the
country. The rush started, and by
the time the California reached the
Pacific side of the Isthmus, there
were enough would-be passengers
on hand to fill the ship several
times over. And when the Cali-
fornia dropped anchor in San Fran-
cisco Bay, the crew joined the rush
with the passengers and the desert-
ed ship lay for months before an-
other crew could be got to again put
her in service. When the second
ship for the West Coast service, the
Oregon, reached San Francisco sev-
eral months later, the captain saw
to it that his crew did not desert
and his ship carried the first mail

back. The postmarks tell this story.

San Francisco had at first the only
postoffice in California, and whether
one lived in the town or was mining
in one of the river valleys a hundred
miles away, he had to go down for
his mail—or send someone else.
Most of those who joined the early
rush were home-bodies, out to seek
their fortune, and consequently
word from home meant more to
them almost than gold. And it was
from this great desire of the argo-
nauts for letters that gave rise to
the California expresses — individ-
uals at first armed with lists of
names of men in the various camps
who made their way on foot to San
Francisco and back with the cher-
ished letters for which the miners
were glad to pay a fee of $2 apiece.
The marks of Todd, Hunter, Tracy
and others appeared at this time to
be followed by such as the Alta and
Langstons, all of whom were finally
absorbed into the great Adams and
Wells Fargo Express Companies,
and when Adams crashed in the
panic of 1854, Wells Fargo reigned
supreme.

The first contract for the Cali-
fornia mail, of such questionable
value at first, turned out to be so
lucrative that competition soon fol-
lowed. Commodore Vanderbilt, ever
reaching out for new transportation
fields, could not sit idly by with an
enormous volume of traffic passing
his door, figuratively, and in the
line he established is found one of
the most bizarre developments of
the period. Revolutions, filibuster-
ing expeditions, pitched battles, all
enter into his “Via Nicaragua
Ahead of the Mails” and not the
least interesting part of his venture
was the “Noisy Carrier,” his mail
agent in San Francisco, whose sten-
torian lungs, while hawking his
wares through the streets of the
town in the early days, had earned
him the name he later used for his
depot on the waterfront.

The original contractors did not
long brook the Vanderbilt compe-
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tition and proceeded to buy him out
and scrap his equipment in Nicara-
gua since the Panama Railroad
which they were constructing was
too expensive a feature to drop.
They were only once afterward
bothered by sea competition, and
that was when Congress authorized
a line across Mexico via the
Tehuantepec Isthmus. The contrac-
tors on this line went to great ex-
pense to put a line of stages across
Mexico and a line of steamers from
New Orleans but on the Pacific side
were dependent on the Pacific Mail
Company’s boats. Acapulco had
always been a stop for the latter but
by the time the new company was
ready to operate the Pacific Mail
boats found it inconvenient to stop
there any longer. The struggle went
on for a year when the Tehuantepec
line gave up in disgust. So far as
the writer knows, no cover has ever
been identified as having travelled
this route.

The mail via Panama took care of
California but not the Salt Lake
region or the settlements on the
Oregon Trail. For a number of
years it was thought that the first
overland mail was that carried by
Kit Carson, telling of the conquest
of California, but diaries which
have recently come to light show
the first to have been that carried by
Robert Stuart and his party in 1813
from Astoria, Oregon, to St. Louis,
from there to be forwarded to New
York to advise the home office of
the Astor Fur Company that the
ship which had gone around the
Horn the year before had been dis-
abled and could not make the return
voyage. Stuart’s route through South
Pass, a much easier one than that
followed by Lewis and Clark, after-
ward became the Oregon Trail.

In 1850, Congress began to think
of an overland mail to tap the Salt
Lake region and in that year author-
ized a contract. George Chorper -
ning got the first one from Salt Lake
to Sacramento once a month in
thirty days. On his first trip his

partner was killed by the Indians.
His second was caught in a snow
storm, his horses frozen to death
and the mail had to be dragged by
hand—the men camping in the
open—several hundred miles to
Salt Lake City. After that he got
permission to use the more open
Mormon Trail to Los Angeles in
the winter, but this procedure left
out the Carson Valley. It was here
that a big Norwegian named

‘Thompson astonished the Placer-

villians and discomfitted a lot of
gamblers by offering to carry the
mail after a two foot snow and be
back in a couple of days. He cut
himself a pair of skis and did it
and “Snowshoe” Thompson carried
the Carson mail for several winters.

Absalom Woodward got the con-
tract in 1851 for a monthly mail,
also in thirty days, from Indepen-
dence, Mo. to Salt Lake and thus
with Chorpenning opened the first
through overland mail. But the
sixty days was double the time by
steamer. The marvel is that they
could carry on at all when their
contract price of $14,000 or $15,-
000 a year is compared to the hun-
dreds of thousands allowed the
other route.

However, the overland was not
without its friends, who staged
many a verbal battle in Congress to
get a decent appropriation. It was
here that political chicanery enters
—the North against the South—and
the South eventually won. James
Birch, an expert stage driver from
the Boston district, had gone to
California with the first rush. He
did not stop to do any mining but
got himself a wagon and started
hauling passengers and by the time
Congress began seriously consider-
ing an overland mail Birch was
president of one of the finest stage
coach properties in the country, The
California Stage Company. He was
called to Washington to consult
with the committee and he verily
believed he was to get the contract.
But it was only his advice they

wanted. When the smoke had
cleared, he found himself with a
losing contract for a line nobody
particularly wanted between San
Antonio, Texas and San Diego. It
began nowhere, ended nowhere and
went nowhere in between. On part
of the desert stretches he could use

pack-mules, whence the name the 2

“Jackass Mail.” Incidentally covers
carried on the “Jackass” are almost,
if not entirely, unknown.

Butterfield got the real contract—
a weekly stage through in twenty-
five days from St. Louis to San
Francisco for $600,000 a year. Such
names as Fargo and Dinsmore of
the Adams Company in the board
of directors tell why Birch lost out.
The route picked by Postmaster-
General Brown, a Southerner, was'
from St. Louis down through Texas,
along the Mexican border and up
through California, a route 700
miles longer than by way of Salt
Lake City. From El Paso to Yuma
it duplicated the “Jackass” so that
stretch of Birch’s line was abolished,
leaving him only the two short ends.

Butterfield put on a magnificent
stage line. Operations began in ’58
and were as regular as clockwork,
making the trip in about twenty-one
days.

Following Butterfield, a fourth
but little known overland contract
was let—that over the Santa Fe
Trail from Kansas City to Santa Fe
and then west over a scarcely used
trail through hostile Indian country
to Stockton. This company is said
to have made two trips and, like the
Tehuantepec Isthmus lines, no cov-
ers are known.

In the meantime some additional
money had been allowed the old
central route via Salt Lake and the
schedule had been increased to two
stages a month, with thirty days
allowed from St. Joe to Sacramento.

Thus for a short time there were
six lines operating to California,
two by water and four by land.
Then Postmaster - General Brown
died and was succeeded by Blair of
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Kentucky. Blair's watchword was
economy. He first cut off the
Tehuantepec and Stockton lines to
the great relief of those contractors
and then halved the Central route
appropriation but gave them the
same amount of mail to carry. Blair
next began looking toward Butter-
field, and the Panama contractors—
the “Jackass” in the meantime had
died a natural death. But all he
could do to the big fellow was make
faces. They were too strong politi-
cally for him to actually bother them.

In 1858, a new express appeared
on the scene—Jones and Russell had
started one from Leavenworth to
the Pike’s Peak region. Russell was
a member of one of the greatest
freighting firms on the plains, Rus-
sell, Majors and Waddell. The firm
had large Government contracts to
supply the Army posts and in pri-
vate hauling their ox trains stretched
intermittently from the Missouri
frontier to California. Russell’s
partners had refused to go into the
Pike’s Peak venture, so Russell went
in himself—on ninety-day notes,
and began carrying the first regular
mail to Denver even before the
Government had a postoffice there.
The venture was not a success and,
when the notes came due, Russell
could not meet them. Rather than
see him go to the wall his partners
came to his aid. Russell now sug-
gested they buy the Central Over-
land contracts—this company was
about to fail—and by operating the
two together pull themselves out of
a hole. It was a disastrous day for
the great freighting firm when they
agreed.

The Butterfield contract was to
run out in March 1861, and the
self-styled friends of the Central
route in Washington persuaded
Russell there was a chance for his
firm to get the overland contract.
But before this could be assured it
would be necessary to demonstrate
conclusively that the Central was an
all-winter route as the previous
poorly paid contractors had given it

a bad name. Trouble was brewing
between the North and the South,
but whether Russell was the victim
of a deep laid plot to ruin a wealthy
Northern firm or whether he was
merely guilty of a foolish business
move will probably never be known.
At any rate he agreed to put on a
horse express at his own expense
which would carry mail between
Missouri and California in ten days
and by operating on schedule winter
and summer would show that Con-
gress could safely award the con-
tract over the Central route.

His partners were aghast, but he
had given his word and they felt
obliged to go along. Thus one of
the most spectacular episodes in the
overland mail, the Pony Express,
came into existence. It was one of
the greatest advertising stunts but
dismal financial failures ever staged.
In March of 1861, the North and
South were on the verge of war.
Southern sympathizers had cut the
Butterfield line at several points,
and entirely disregarding Russell
and his Pony Express, Congress
ordered the Butterfield equipment
to the Central Route, renewed their
overland contract and gave them an
allowance besides for the trouble of
moving.

Russell, Majors and Waddell
were bankrupt. Ben Holladay got
their equipment and also a subcon-
tract for the mails between Missouri
and Salt Lake. Butterfield sold out
to Wells, Fargo interests and a ¢

company was formed to oper®Nug

west of Salt Lake. The Pony Ex-
press was continued a few months,
using Wells Fargo stamps, until
put out of business, except locally in
Nevada, by the completion of the
telegraph. Holladay continued a
few years when Wells Fargo took
over his interests in the stage lines
and the romance of the California
mails was at an end.
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Summertime is the best stamp-
buying time. Note the wide range
of offerings in this number.

Genuine ¢

Inexpensive, short sets of British Colonial
pictorials stand out in both beauty and
value. They will “dress up” your album.
Ask for a selection on approval.

Walter Post, Box41, Walbrook

Baltimore, Maryland

OUR 210TH SALE

SEPT. rith. A fine general lot 19th and 20th.
U. S. and Foreign, incls. album pages.

SEPT, 12th. Superb 20th Cent. U. S. Air
Mails and foreign incls. (British Jubilees
complete as one lot), Album pages, etc.

Catalog Free.

M. OHLMAN
o

(Auction With Action)
116-p Nassau St., N. Y. City
Fine Mint Set
ALL COMPLETE
Faith Commemoratives
from Italy, Cyrenaica, FEritrea, Italian
Somaliland, and Tripolitania..... Each 75c.

Zeppelin Set of Germany (1936)...Only 65c.
Astrid Memorial Set from Belgium (8)—

Propaganda of the

Price 55c.
Nigeria Silver Jubilee set........ Price $1.25
Ceyion Silver Jubilee set......... Price $1.00
, Only 30c.

New Gibraltar Pictorials (#96-99)

SPECIAL U. S. MIXTURE

We have accumulated a large quantity of
stamps which were taken from our daily mail.
Naturally, we receive many commemoratives
and high values daily. We_do not sell U. §.
so nothing is taken out. While the supply
lasts, we offer one-half pound for 30c., or
one pound for 55c., postage prepaid.

NEW AND RECENT ISSUES
PACKET

For the general collector, this packet will
supply a large quantity of desirable stamps at
a low price. Each and every stamp in this
packet has been issued since 1930, and all are
face different. Each packet contains 500 de-
sirable stamps, and the price is only $3.00
per packet.

OUR APPROVAL SERVICE

Our approval customers are receiving some
really fine offers, made possible through our
world-wide contacts. Our sheets always con-
tain _the latest in stamps at attractive prices.
To introduce this service to the general col-
lector, we offer

. A stamp portraying Queen Astrid and an-
other showing. a streamlined railroad.

2. A set of stamps from Bosnia—the “Spark
that set the world afire” Sarajevo set.

3. A stamp from New Caledonia surcharged
for use in New Hebrides.

4. Mint stamps from Papua,
Montserrat, and Cape Juby.

5. A special surprise set. Ry

6. A copy of our Monthly Bulletin for stamp

collectors.

ALL FOR ONLY 5c. WITH A SELECTIDN
OF OUR LOW PRICED FOREIGN
APPROVALS.

Swazieland,

PFEIFFER STAMP COMPANY
2815 W. Lehigh Ave., Philadelphia, ?a]
X

Mention STtaAMP AND COVER
COLLECTING to the Boys at the
Club, and, in answering advertise-
ments, please do likewise.
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‘ A Tribute to the Bank Note Engraving Profession in
| the U.S.A. in the XIXth Century.

By Tuomas F. MORRIS
| (son of “ Tom Morris,”” head of the Engraving Division when the Burecau of Engraving and Printing took over the
| production of U.S. stamps).

[In the Stamp Lover we have delighted to gather jacob Perkins.
records of the artists who have designed and engraved :
: o ] i h ne
postage stamps. The American list is a long one, and of hu‘;iler egufrfd t;;? enli;c}; ezg-ls a%%ge\irhgi ggr Ju;;t%ry17%6’

many of them biographical and other data are | .
J i p SRR e 7 in the town of Newburyport, Mass., one, JACOB PERKINS,
scarce. At the International Philatelic Exhibition in was born, This one man played a more important part

New York last May we had the pleasure of meeting and | . 4 g
: ; 4 in the historical background of hank note work than any
e descendadis of famons st oy other person. His career was spectacular. During his

5 3 Baper jof hizh dntorest oncerning; the garly youth, while employed as a goldsmith, he gave evidence

American stamp engravers. R G A
= = . : of initiative and inventive ability, and on the death of
We asked when and where these would be published. e TenTletor. ot ticNBhOD I 750 P it o el

Apparently no one had contemplated publishing them .
a‘cI all. Tliranks to the good oﬁiceg of Mr. Max J olgll who | ciazge of the business when only fiffeen years of age.
= ; i Seven years later he was commissioned by the State of

was chairman at the gathering where the lectures were | . : wtave: dies fHawe 64
delivered, we have secured the manuscripts of both with | Massachusetts to engrave dies for copper coinage. h ﬂis
the authors’ consent to publish. The first is printed 1~ecqrded that the old Mffssacl'msetts centsh Wit e
below ; the illustrations are our editorial additions.— In.dl?m an_d the eagle iy ere coined frO{n e Perk}ni
Bditor, STAMP LOVER. ] original Q1e. He a‘lso invented a machine for cutting
s and heading nails in one operation. He then became
P=mtied O speak to you on a subject so vast and | interested in the technical problems of bank note
complex as Bank Note design and engraving | engraving, and having moved to Philadelphia in 1814,
would require considerably more time than | he met Gipeon FairmaN, of the well-known bank note
that which has been allotted to me this | firm of MURrRAY, DRAPER, F'AIRMAN & CompanNy. During
, afternoon. When one considers the develop- | this early period the banks throughout the country were
_ment of bank note work over the past century in this | considerably alarmed by the increase in spurious money
country, a technical discussion of the subject would | being made by unscrupulous persons, and many banks
prove far less interesting than that phase of it in which | were forced to close their doors. With the same
the individuals played such an interesting and important
a part. At the specific request of your chairman, I was
asked to develop and briefly tell you something about the
careers of some of the intrepid pioneers of the bank note
profession, and others who followed a half century or
more ago, whom I may say carried on the fine traditions
of their professional mentors. To that end I desire to
pay tribute to these men — their talents, courage and
devotion to the high ideals which surrounded not alone
their business careers but their private lives as well. I
was also asked by Mr. Johl to present such data as

would be interesting to you concerning my father’s
career that I have been able to develop before and after

he came to Washington some 42 years ago to assume
charge of the Bureau’s production activities. In my
willingness to do so I wish all to know that were my
father alive to-day he would probably tell me what
success he attained, recognised perhaps to some extent
by the bank note profession, was directly attributed to
the great men long since passed on and almost forgotten
—that they alone were responsible in developing his
talents in the designing of bank notes, stamps, bonds,
and the intricate details of their production, as well as
the kindred arts of painting, to which he devoted many
spare hours of his busy life.

These bank note men were skilled in other fields, and
I feel you will also be interested to have some light
thrown upon their interests and activities outside of the
sphere of their daily business routine. To date, little
has been written about their careers, and apparently
they themselves were reluctant to write upon them, so
that I am very much afraid in developing facts on the | A
past, there will never be a complete historical work of Jacob, Perking,
all these bank note men. Tllustrated from * Great Britain: Line Engraved Stamps” (Melville).
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resourcefulness which characterised his earlier efforts,
he devised a machine, which was patented some fifteen
yvears earlier, one claim of which read * Essentially
founded upon the assumption that the bank note may be
made to contain so great a quantity and variety of work,
extremely difficult of imitation, that a single note so
made would cost the counterfeiter more than he could
obtain by passing hundreds of them.” This machine,
now commonly known as the Transfer Press, revolution-
ised the bank note industry of that period in that it was
possible by such process to make fac-similes from the
original. It would take much time to discuss the
technical side of the processes involved during this early
period. But I would like to say by such process
individual vignette dies engraved on separate pieces of
steel could readily be transferred from a flat piece of
steel to a steel cylinder, which, after hardening, could
be rolled in to any required position on the plate, thus
facilitating time and labour in the development of a
bank note plate. Perkins also invented a printing press
roller by which process the ink could evenly be
distributed over the surface of the engraved plate.

Perkins went abroad in 1818 and exploited his
invention in England, and endeavoured to interest the
Bank of England in the production of their notes, taking
with him twenty-six cases of machinery. He met
difficulty from the first, and after many months of effort,
the Bank of England decided not to use the Perkins
invention, and to this day these notes are being produced
much in the same manner as two hundred years ago.
Later, Perkins associated himself with the influential
Heath family, and they established a plant for making
plates of bank notes under the name of PERKINS, FAIRMAN
& Heatn. Fairman having returned to Philadelphia in
1822, the firm’s name was changed to PERKINS, BacoN &
CompAaNY, As you all know, this firm produced in 1840
the first British penny postage stamp, and since then this
same firm has produced many millions of British and
Colonial postage stamps by the Perkins’ process. By
this same basic process transfers were made on to a
plate used in the production of our own 1847 postage
stamps, and is still being used to-day in the production

of stamps by the Government and by all the bank note
companies.

It is of interest to know Perkins also invented the
process of hardening steel without damaging the
engraved surface of the plate. His ingenuity led him to
experiment with steam boilers, whereupon he invented a
process of generating high pressure steam. He invented
and took out a total of 33 patents on different inventions,
among which he constructed a model of a steam machine
gun and demonstrated to the Duke of Wellington that by
such process it was possible to discharge cannon balls at
the rate of approximately 1000 a minute. There are
many inventions credited to him—such as an improved
paddle wheel, method of warming and ventilating rooms,
an instrument to indicate the speed of moving vessels,
and many other numerous devices. Perkins was awarded
several gold medals by Engineering Societies in England
for his pioneer work in the advancement of science. He
continued in his business activities until his 70th year,
and after a varied and useful career died in London,
England, on July 30th, 1849. The name of Perkins and
his inventive genius add much colour to the history and
development of the process by which the government and
the bank note companies can produce many thousands of
stamps in a single hour.

Asher B, Durand.

We find a gradual, but very definite and important
development in bank note work in the U.S. during the
first two decades of the 19th century which had a very
definite bearing upon the designing and engraving of our
first postage stamp some thirty years later. About the
same time Jacob Perkins was working out the details of
his unique machine, a youth by the name of AsuHer B.
DuranD, was serving his apprenticeship and struggling
with his graver under the guidance of the eminent
engraver, PETER MAVERICK, in his shop at Newark, N.J.
The Durand family played a very prominent part in the
early history of bank note work. Two brothers, Cyrus
and ASHER, were born and lived as youths in the then
primitive settlement of what was called Jefferson
Village (name since changed to Maplewood) on the south
side of the Orange Mountains in New Jersey. Their
father was a silversmith, which occupation was followed
by parents of many of the early Bank

The Old Bureau of Engraving and Printing, Washington.

Note Engravers. Asher and two elder
brothers were initiated early in the
work of their father, engraving watch
cases, monograms and cards. Asher
was, however, much more contented in
drawing animals and the human figure,
and in imitating wood cuts found in
school books and the simple vignettes
found on bank notes. Through the
assistance of a Mr. Exos Swmith, who
took especial interest in the youth’s
artistic ability, he was taken to New
York to meet a Mr. W. S. LENEY, then
the most prominent engraver of that
city. Mr. Leney’s terms were, however,
far in excess of his father’s ability to
pay and the youth of 15 years was
forced to return to his home. Mr. Smith,
still interested in Asher’s welfare,
applied to Peter Maverick, then the most
prominent writing engraver in the
country, living in Newark, N.J. Mr.
Maverick agreed to take the young man
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These 5¢., 10c., 12c. and 24c. were the work of the brothers Durand. Asher B. engraved the portraits and Cyrus the frames.

in his shop for a period of five years under the terms of
$100.00 per year, which Asher was to pay himself at the
expiration of his apprenticeship.

His career as an engraver commenced in October, 1812,
and his first essay was a copy in lead pencil of an
engraved head three or four inches long. Mr. Maverick,
quite satisfied with his effort, gave him a job of lettering
a copper plate of an old title page to The Pilgrim’s
Progress. The execution of this plate so pleased his
instructor that he was given certain work to do on plates
for the shop’s trade. As he stated in later years, “ My
progress was rapid; I soon surpassed my shopmates and
bhecame the chief assistant of my master.” It is stated
that Asher Durand soon surpassed his master and much
of the work bearing his employer’s name was executed
by the pupil, and at the end of his apprenticeship in 1817
became the partner of Maverick. His reputation steadily
increased and within three years became the firm’s
principal member. His work in reproducing oil paintings
on steel favourably impressed the then celebrated
painter, CoLoNEL TRuUMBULL, who had been aide-de-camp
to General Washington during the Revolution.
Trumbull, having effected unsuccessfully arrangements
with James Heata of London to engrave his “Declaration
of Independence” on account of his exorbitant terms,
applied to Durand to execute the work. Durand agreed
to engrave the plate for $3000, half the sum which Heath
had requested. Durand was engaged for a period of
three years on the plate and the work was so success-
fully executed that it established his reputation as a
master of the art. As a result, this young man, at the
age of 27, found himself bearing a national reputation
and accepting commissions for engraving portraits of
national celebrities. He was asked by a friend, “ Why
do you not engrave the ministers, they’ll sell like hot
cakes?’ He did undertake such work and engraved
many portraits of prominent men of that profession, but
he stated, “ This was the most humiliating work I ever
did. I used to get them up in conjunction with the
painter. The general public would not buy them, so we
had to appeal to the ministers and the congregations;
and hawking them about in this way, by personal
appeals, I barely made a living by engraving them.” He
afterwards accepted commissions to engrave portraits
of well known patriots of the Revolution for the National
Portrait Gallery, after paintings by Trumbull and
StuarT ; and particularly was he called upon by persons
of national prominence in the arts, medicine, theatrical
profession and literature to execute their portraits on
steel.

Cyrus Durand.

The art of bank note design and engraving was still
in its infancy in this country. It was in 1824 that this
eminent engraver with his elder brother, Cyrus Durand,
decided to form a partnership under the title of A. B.
& C. Duraxnp & Co., for the purpose of designing,

engraving and printing bank notes of a superior quality
rendering imitation or counterfeiting nearly impossible.
Asher was well qualified in that his skill in composing
and drawing suitable designs, called vignettes, and the
technical knowledge of engraving them gave the firm
certain prestige and their reputation grew rapidly with
the banking institutions of the country. His brother,
Cyrus, a mechanical genius, had perfected the
geometrical lathe by which delicate and intricate lines
were produced on steel. The use of such lathe work in
the printing of bank notes and the artistic vignette
designs used in conjunction with it so completely
revolutionised the industry that the firm soon surpassed
other firms in the same field. Many perhaps do not
know that Cyrus Durand, who perfected the geometrical
lathe, was called upon some twenty-six years later by
TorpaN, CARPENTER, CASILEAR & CompPANY to produce the
delicate lathe work designs on those stamps of the
1851-56 issue bearing such work. So important was the
quality of their work in connection with bank notes that
one bank president wrote to the Durands stating he
desired ““to have the eagle present a ferocious spirited
aspect; I want you to tell Durand to give him the real
steel-trap look.”

I think it can definitely be said that the pioneer work
of A. B. & C. Durand & Company was most decisive in
bringing into play the character, the excellence and the
safeguards which have surrounded the art of bank note
engraving during the period of the last seventy-five or
more years.

I think you will be interested to learn that Asher B.
Durand after having established a most enviable reputa-
tion in the bank note field, gave up engraving completely,
abandoned a fortune for art and devoted the remainder
of his life to portraiture and landscape painting. His
work with the brush was eminently as successful as his
early work with the graver and he became, without help
or favour, within a reasonably short time one of
America’s outstanding landscape artists, and President
of the National Academy. It is more significant when
we learn that he attained success in his latter chosen
field without having received instruction either in
portraiture or landscape, and mastered the profession
solely by observation and intensive study of natural
surroundings about him.

James Swmillie.

Asher Durand played an important part in the careers
of other well known engravers of the bank note pro-
fession. His encouraging words and assistance rendered
many of the young engravers of that day brought to
those same men later in life successful careers
unmatched in the art of steel plate engraving. Perhaps
there was no one who felt more indebted to Asher
Durand than JamMeEs SMmiLLIE, the eminent pioneer pictorial
engraver. Mere accident brought them together, the
story of which will be briefly told a bit later on. Again
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we find another example of American rugged individual-
ism. The name Smillie is unique in the annals of
American bank note engraving. Although born in
Edinburgh, Scotland, on November 23rd, 1907, James
Smillie’s work is distinctively an American product. His
father was also a silversmith, and James’ interest in
engraving manifested itself early in life. His earliest
recollection as a lad was of standing with his mother
near the old Tron Church, High Street, Edinburgh,
watching the 42nd Regiment Highlanders enter the city
after their recent victories at the Battle of Waterloo.
At the very early age of twelve his ambition was to
become an engraver and much against his mother’s
wishes he apprenticed himself to JamMeEs JouNsoN of
Edinburgh. His engraving activities were somewhat
interrupted by his family’s desire to migrate to America.
It is rather interesting to read the account of the
family’s journey to Quebec on the high seas on the brig
“ Neptune.” It took considerable courage for his father
and mother and their eight children to embark upon the
adventure which required forty-six days in the ocean
crossing. All food and water had to be carried by the
passengers and there was no luxury and little comfort
in the poorly equipped sailing ships of that time. After
their arrival in Quebec, James found it extremely diffi-
cult to obtain instruction in the engraving line and after
many months of effort he was given an opportunity
through the good offices of Lord Dalhousie to return to
England to accept instruction from one or two English
engravers. After only eight months spent in England
and Scotland, he returned home to Quebec and again
established himself doing odd engraving jobs. Little did
he realise at that time that he would later in life carry
out the wishes of his employers, first the National Bank
Note Company, and later the American Bank Note Com-
pany, to engrave many of the vignettes for the TU.S.
currency and the pictorial portions of some of the 1869
issue of postage stamps. Many months passed and
finally an opportunity presented itself for him to come to
New York in connection with the publication of a Quebec
guide for travellers. The publication was financially
unsuccessful, but after his return home he felt that New
York offered greater opportunities for his advancement.
Finally, a decisive step was taken and at the age of
23 we find James Smillie gratifying a long cherished
ambition of engraving on copper from an original
painting, in the studio of RoBerT W. WEIR, then a young
but promising New York landscape painter. Following
the completion of the plate there was no additional work
in sight and James was consumed with a desire to return
to Quebec to see his family. His funds were so low that
he could not make the long trip. His boots and wearing
apparel were also in a precarious state to make such a
long trip in winter. A. B. Durand, the prominent
engraver previously mentioned herein, happened to be in
Weir’s studio and met James, and after viewing the

plate which he had just completed, asked if he would
like to undertake some work for him. In James’ own
words he said, “I was of course, very anxious to find
something to do that I might realise enough to buy a
pair of boots. My naked feet were on the ground, and
my hankering for home had become intolerable.” James
found, however, after Durand had given him the com-
mission he had no place in which to etch the plate.
Finally he located an old dilapidated house in Spring
Street and the landlady agreed he could have the attic
room in which to do his work. In James’ own words:
“ Again I thought, very good; but it was cold and what
was I to do for want of fire? There was no alternative,
I must do without fire. I accepted the kind offer and
commenced my etching at once. In two weeks I com-
pleted the work and lost no time in making my way to
Mr. Durand.” When the time came to deliver the plate
Mr. Durand looked at it carefully and then asked him
the price. James was reluctant to ask too great a sum
for the work and asked with stout heart if thirty dollars
was too much. Mr. Durand took out his pocket book and
handed James forty dollars, and asked if he would
undertake another plate of the same series. Nothing
mattered to him now but to return home and, after
explaining the situation to Mr. Durand, James departed.
He bought a pair of boots, some socks and other
necessities. He departed and took the stage coach for
Albany and the balance of the trip was made by sleigh.
He was three full days on the journey and suffered
greatly from the cold and fatigue; but he displayed the
same determination and will power that crowned his
efforts with success in later years.

We will pass over the next twenty-seven years of
James Smillie’'s career except briefly to say that the
pictorial engraving he did during this period for the
publishers were some of the finest examples of line
engraving ever to be executed by an American engraver.
His great love for the Hudson River Valley influenced
his decision to live at Rondout Creek, near Kingston,
during the latter part of the thirties and there are many
interesting stories told about his trips up and down the
river by boat in summer and stage coach and sleigh in
winter. An interesting one is the trip he made to
Rondout by boat and after the departure from New York
in late afternoon a change in the weather occurred and
the boat later in the day became fastened in the ice
north of Peekskill, whereupon James in the dead of
night left the boat and started across the ice to West
Point, kKicking a box of paintings before him. He put up
at the Guard House and stood all night in order to
protect property entrusted to his care.

The Civii Wavr.

James Smillie did certain work for the bank note
companies early in his career, but he was not regularly
employed until 1861 when a business proposition was

Heads engraved by J. I. Pease.

Heads by J. P. Ourdan.
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made to him by the newly formed National Bank Note
Company. In joining this organisation it brought
together a nucleus of engraving talent which has been
rarely matched. Smillie had as his associates J. L
Peasg, J. P. OurbpaN, W. D. NicHOLS, ALFRED JONES,
GirscH, DEeLNocE, DoucrLas RonaLDpsoN, A. W.
CunnincHAM and others. Soon after joining the company
civil war broke out. All of the talent being concentrated
in New York, the Government was forced to come there
to place contracts for its new currency, which explains
the reason for the civil war greenbacks and fractional
currency having the imprint of both the American Bank
Note Company and the National Bank Note Company on
the bills. As a result, the stockholders of these com-
panies were handsomely rewarded. At that time the
American and National were competitors in the same
field and it is rather amusing to realise that both James
and his sons, JaAMEs D. and WiLLiam MAIN SMILLIE, were
in direct competition with one another. His sons had
long been established in the same business and were
doing meritorious work both in the designing and
engraving of bank notes, bonds and stamps with the
American only two blocks further down Wall Street from
where the National had established headquarters three
years previously. The Smillie name was then playing
perhaps the most prominent part in bank note affairs
of any American family. James Smillie’s brother,
William C., was also engaged in the same work., It is
said James D. Smillie received the highest salary of
any designer engraver in the business, his yearly salary
carrying five figures.

* James Smillie’s v%gnette of the Declaration of Independence;

rame by D. S. Ronaldson.
A Tridbute.

James Smillie had a great deal to do with the 1869
series of U.S. postage stamps. His benefactor, Asher
B. Durand, engraved Trumbull’'s Declaration of
Independence in 1823 and forty-five years later Smillie
engraved the same scene for the 24c., which is one of
the most beautiful and yet difficult pieces of line-
engraving ever executed by an engraver of any of the
United States stamps. All of the forty-two figures which
Trumbull placed in the original painting were repro-
duced by Smillie on a die in a space 6/16/7 x13/16".
With the aid of a strong glass, an observer can dis-
tinguish the likeness of six principal signers of the
Declaration of Independence, yet the engraved head of
each figure is smaller than the head of a pin. He like-
wise engraved approximately of same size the
“ Surrender of Burgoyne at Saratoga” to go on the
thirty cent of this series, but for some unexplained
reason the design was not adopted. Thus we also have
an essay of this series after Smillie; and the record
shows he was the engraver of the vignette of the 15c.
denomination.

James Smillie continued engraving pictorial vignettes
for the American until the year of his death in 1885.

Many of his engraved vignettes were designed by his
son, James D., and it is recorded the last work on a
vignette was an engraving after a copy of the * Lion’s
Head ” by Rosa Bonheur. He was taken ill before it
was completed and his son, James D., who by then had
discarded his engraving tools for oils and water colour,
finished the work.

We are impressed by the tremendous amount of work
which James Smillie completed and wonder that the
hands of any one individual could have created so many
fine and delicate designs on steel. No greater eulogy
could be written than the words of his son, James:
“ Retiring in disposition and unobtrusive in manner, his
love for his family, his art and his religion formed the
atmosphere of his life and to the day of his death he
remained sweet in temper and in faith.”

John W. Casilear.

There have been many, many outstanding men of the
bank note fraternity and I only wish there was time to
give you even a thumb nail sketch of each of their inter-
esting and varied careers. Among the early engravers
was Joun W. CasiLEARr, of Toppan, Carpenter, Casilear
& Company, who was first apprenticed to Peter Maverick
and then studied bank note engraving under A. B.
Durand. Casilear gave up a business career for the
palette and brush and became a well known landscape
painter of the Hudson River School; his son, George,
followed the early work of his father and was awarded
the silver medal at the Paris Exhibition in 1878 for
superior excellence in engraving. HExcept for a brief
intermission, he designed and directed the engraving of
the Government from the period of the Bureau’s
inception to 1893.

WaLTER SHIRLAW, the well known allegorical painter
of the 19th Century, was also an engraver in the early
days of the American Bank Note Company. Other well
known men of the profession employed with the
American included EpmonDps, CHARLTON, RICE, BECKWITH,
SEALEY, PARSONS, BURT, BANNISTER and JAMES P. MAjor.
Following this period came G. F. C. SMILLIE, CHARLES
ScHLECHT, CHRISTOPHER RosT, E. C. STEIMLE, ROBERT
SAVAGE, JosEPH CLAXTON, GEORGE THURBER, GEORGE H.
SEYMOUR, JAMEs KEeNNEDY, W. KRITTER, GEORGE W.
HorpinGg, and many others. To such a list should be
added the designers of vignettes, bank notes, stamps,
ete., such as F. O. C. DArRLEY, CROOME, MACDONOUGH,
PAckArRD, MAjor, Fiskg, and others. The bank note
companies looked to these men to devote their skill and
talents in designing and engraving a product of artistic
excellence and at the same time in the security thereof
to render it difficult of imitation. These men, day after
day, devoted their talents to their work of carrying on
the fine traditions of their predecessors.

Thomas F. Morvis.

I am rather reluctant to speak to this assemblage
regarding my father, and it would seem more fitting
that someone else, with the few facts available, provide
you with the story. Since his death in 1898 not one word
regarding his career has ever been spoken of in public
and it seems rather strange after these 38 years that I
should be called upon by this Committee to provide you
with some of the intimate details of his life. Very un-
fortunately for me and, as a matter of fact it seems
tragic that my interest in philately and bank note affairs
generally was germinated only four years ago. Members
of my family and my father’s close associates, since
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passed on, would have provided some important details,
now for ever lost.

I feel very proud indeed of such a heritage and
prouder still that my father knew intimately all the
great men of the bank note fraternity of that generation.
“Tom Morris,” as he was called by his associates, grew
up among them while in the employ of the American
Bank Note Company. His whole life and career was
completely absorbed by the intricate details of bank note
design and directing the engraving activities of his
employers. From the period of his apprenticeship he
was trained that security above anything else was the
paramount object of his endeavours and through all his
business career he pleaded and fought for that principle.
On April 20th, 1869, Tom Morris, then only 16 years of
age, was apprenticed to the Designing-Engraving
Department of the American Bank Note Company,
located in the old Custom House at 55 Wall Street. The
same building still stands and scarcely less than a week
ago I passed through its doors and envisaged the same
scene sixty-seven years previously when my father
brought his letter of introduction to the head of the
Department. As a mere boy I have knowledge he would
sit by the window or on doorstep and sketch the horses
and wagons that might be standing near. His first em-
ployment as a lad of fifteen in the office of J. Warren
Lawton, gave rise to his following a lawyer’s career,
but this was not for him as his heart and soul was in
art. One day a client came in and saw him sketching,
looked at his work and advised him to take his work to
the American Bank Note Company, giving him a letter
of introduction. This he did and when they saw his work
they asked him to come back with his father. His father
returned with him and was required to sign an agree-
ment to let him serve his apprenticeship until he was
twenty-one. I am not acquainted what the present
requirements are but then the American Bank Note
Company never accepted anyone unless they saw real
talent for the work. My father was particularly gifted
in creating designs of an intricate nature, and I believe
Mr. JamMeEs P. MaAjor, then head of the Department, saw
for him an outlet for the expression of his artistic
ability.

No one man was more responsible for my father’s
early training than James P. Major, an early engraver-
designer formerly with Rawpon, WRricHT, HATCH &
EpsoNn, and under whose charge the designing and
engraving of the first U.S. postage stamps were carried
out. Within ten years of my father’s association with
the American he was placed in charge of the Designing-
Modelling Department. The assistance which WiLriam
MaiNn SMiLLIE also gave him in the intricate details of
design and the engraving and transferring end of the
business provided the means for assuming greater
responsibilities later in life. I should like to pay
individual tribute to this genius—William Main Smillie.
He was a son of James Smillie and early in life was a
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letter engraver employed with Toppan & Company. .

Later a designer and then in full charge of designing
and engraving of the American Bank Note Company
when Toppan, Carpenter & Company was absorbed by
it, he was considered by the highest in the profession as
possessing greater knowledge of bank note affairs than
any living man. Probably he passed upon and assisted
in the development, designing and engraving of more
bank notes, bonds, stamps, etc., of different designs than
any other single individual before or since.

A Tridbute.

I am proud that he and my father together designed
the 1883 2¢. Washington. I have actual knowledge that
as outstanding an authority as was Alfred Jones, the
eminent historical engraver, he always sought the
criticism of William Main Smillie and felt he would
rather receive such criticism than from any other man
in the business.

During the remainder of my father’s employ with the
American he designed many U.S. and foreign stamps,
among which were the 1882 5c¢. Garfield, 1883 4c.
Jackson, 1887 1c. Franklin, 1885 10c. Special Delivery,
ete., including countless bonds, foreign currency and
many other forms of commercial paper.

Environment, and the urge for the great outdoors with
brush and palette, brought him many happy hours in the
Adirondacks and the Catskills. I find the results of his
brush both in technique and colour quite remarkable.
Reviewing the number of sketches and finished paintings
undertaken I wonder that the hands of a busy bank note
man could have performed so much work. Besides his
other activities, his religious and musical interests
seemed to take up much more time than the average
person to-day devotes to either.

Called to the Bureau.

When my father was called to Washington on
November 1st, 1893, to take charge of the engraving
activities of the Bureau, I was then too young to
remember any of the details, and although I have found
data in connection therewith, I doubt if it would be of
interest. My memory, however, does go back to the year
1895 and there are perhaps Washingtonians in this
audience who lived there at that time and who will recall
some incidents to which I shall refer. The Bureau’s
work was being carried on in the old buildings just
north of the present plant. Washington was then a
glorious city in which to live; quiet, peaceful and full of
interest. The Congressional Library had just been
erected and the decorations were being executed by some
of America’s most prominent artists, and its elegance
proclaimed as one of the finest examples of American
architecture. The old cable cars in which the motor-
men operated the cable from the centre of the car ran
on all the leading thoroughfares of the city. I do not
know that everyone was allowed in the Treasury vaults
at that time, but with my father and one of the Treasury

Some stamp vignettes by G. F. C. Smillie, the frames of most of these by Robert Ponickau.
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officials I was told I might take home one of the many
bags of gold coin—I think it was a million dollars—if I
were able to lift it out of the building. A trip to Mount
Vernon was then a full day’s journey, and I recall
bringing back the small cherry wood hatchet souvenir
made and sold (and told me at least) by the descendants
of George Washington’s slaves. The roar of the Fort
Myer gun at sundown seemed to vibrate throughout the
city in those peaceful days.

It was the bicycle “ built for two” era, when during
the summer evenings I recall witnessing Wheelman clubs
of hundreds of cyclists rounding Dupont Circle. Each
wheel had its oil wick lamp flickering in the dark and
" my father and mother were among the happy throng.
It was nothing in those days for my father, accompanied
by James KennNepy and other engravers at the Bureau,
to wheel to Harper’s Ferry and back over a week-end,
or to go on a sketching tour by wheel to the Jamestown
Ruins. I recall as a mere lad looking out of my father’s
office window at the Bureau toward the Washington
Monument while father was busily engaged on an
intricate design, and desiring also to climb to its top as
so many did in these early years. If I could now re-
enact that same scene with father at my side, I should
give more than any of you could possibly imagine. It
was during the early days of the moving picture, and I
have since been craning my neck when old pictures were
flashed upon the screen to see some trace of my father
and family seated in the stands in front of the Treasury
Building during the McKinley Inaugural Parade. And
last but not least, the real disappointment I felt being
left at home one evening when the cab departed from
our home and I was not allowed to accompany my father
snd mother to President and Mrs. Cleveland’s White
House reception, and my sister’s excitement the follow-
ing morning in telling how the gallant and handsome
General Nelson A. Miles had engaged her in conversation.
These are but a few of pleasant recollections of my
father in the early nineties.

My father agreed to assume charge of the Engraving
Division if he could bring to Washington G. F. C. Smillie
and James Kennedy, one an outstanding portrait and
vignette engraver, and the other an expert Iletter
engraver. I can find no record, letters or otherwise, that
serious consideration was given at that time to the
Bureau taking over the stamp contract. A new issue
of bonds and a new series of currency was contemplated,
and the Treasury Department desired new talent in the
designing and engraving of these securities. When the
stamp contract was awarded to the Bureau it was the
duty of the Chief of Engraving Division to carry out his
work with as much expedition as possible. The dies of
all the U.S. stamps previously issued in possession of
the American Bank Note Company were requisitioned.
There was insufficient time to prepare entire new designs
and in order to distinguish between the Bureau and the
1890-93 American issues my father decided triangles
should be inserted in the upper corners of the stamps.
Transfers from all values of the “ American ” dies were
effected and in every case the new transferred die was
worked over, either in strengthening the portrait,
lettering or background. Different size triangles were
tried and many trial colours of the 2 cent Washington
were undertaken. A model was also prepared for the
2c. value showing a three-quarter Washington head,
rather than the 1890 profile bust by Houdon. In the
later types of 2c¢. entire new dies were engraved, as trial
proofs of these formerly in the Earl of Crawford’s

collection show the engraving of the Washington portrait
in different stages. There has been much discussion in
the B.I.A.* bulletins of late on this question and the data
which I now have proves beyond doubt that entire
new dies were prepared and entirely engraved. As a
matter of fact I have letters written at the time to
substantiate this point. It is also of interest to know
that the 1890 “ American ” die—30c. Jefferson—was also
used in preparing the 50 cent 1894 Jefferson Bureau
issue. All portions of the old die except for the postage
value and numerals were transferred to a new die and
the new values engraved in on the new die. Many trial
colour printings were made of the 10c., 15¢., $1.00, $2.00
and $5.00 values before the colour of issue was decided
upon. The portraits of Madison and Marshall used on
the $2.00 and $5.00 values respectively were reduced
photographically on Ferotypes from old Bureau engrav-
ings and these were engraved by Smillie. Then came
the newspaper, the postage due and the special delivery
stamps, all of which were designed either by my father
or a Mr. Hill. There is a great deal more which has
never been told, but time does not permit a full discussion
of all of these issues, or even the triangle stamps. I
should like to say that the engravers who did most of
the work in connection with these different issues were
Smillie, Kennedy, Ellis and Rose.

The Chief of the Engraving Division in those days not
only had the responsibilities of engraving production,
but personally carried out the designing of all securities,

. stamps, and every other conceivable item embracing the

Bureau’s work. The most interesting part to me of my
father’s work during his regime was the designing and
production of the new currency and bonds. I have a
letter of my father saying that when he submitted the
new bond design to Chief Johnson, the latter was so
pleased with it that he danced around his office like a
schoolboy. In connection with the designing of the
currency I remember very vividly my father working
two days and nights locked in his room at our home
developing a suitable design for the face of the $5.00
Silver Certificate 1896 series. These are but a few of
the interesting details surrounding my father’s life while
at the Bureau, and the same trials and tribulations
which beset his path were no different than those
experienced by others in similar positions who had pre-
ceded him both in Government and private bank note
service.

I took occasion three years ago to visit the Bureau
accompanied by our friend, Mr. H. M. Southgate. It
was one of the most pleasant two hours and a half T
had ever experienced. I found two men in the engraving
division who had worked under my father, all of whom
had rounded out over fifty years in the Government
service. I wanted to find out certain things of interest
to me since becoming a philatelist, and among other facts
which were told me I thought no greater compliment
could be rendered anyone than the statement made to me
by Mr. Mevers, then head of the division. He said to
me, “I knew your father well, and held a high regard
for him. He not only had a keener knowledge of bank
note affairs than any man I had met, but your father
was indeed a Christian gentleman.” I thought what a
pity he should have passed away in the full bloom of
life without my having a full knowledge of his true
character and ability. If I have added anything of
material interest to what some of you already know, I
shall feel very much pleased.

*Bureau Issues Association.
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Stanley B. Ashbrook
424 S, Grand Avenue
Fort Thomas, Kentucky

Dear Stan,

Regarding the "G,B. 1 franc 60" stamps, they were applied by French
Exchange Offices, possibly in Great Britain, Their purpose was to esta-
blish accounting between the postoffices. And they apparently had nothing
to do or no effect on the final postage-due marking, aswe find them on
letters that only had 13 decimes collect,

There is no evidence that they were British marking or record of
their having been used in Britain, but Hendy thinks that they were used
in the French BExchange Offices on British territory. That is just a
theory, however, based on the fact that one has been found on a British
cover which passed through & French Transit Office, supposedly enclosed
a pough, and the closed ponuch may have been made up in Dover or Southam-
pton. Hendy thought it was Southampton.

About all that we cen say is what I said in the first sentence. ‘rhey
are French Exchange stamps for postal accounting between the nations, pos-
sibly applied in French kxchange Bureau on British territory. (I have no
definite proof that any such existed, incéidentally).

I would write more, but I have got to get a magazine out. So until
next week, cheerio!

Sincerely,
| MANNEL

MH:CB
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AMERICAN
“FRENCH"
MAIL

By GEORGE S. HILL
4

NE of the first countries to
O establish ocean mail service

to the then new United States
was France. Shortly after the Amer-
ican Revolution the Royal French
Post established a line of packets to
these shores. American mail for
these ships was treated as U. S. mail
only as far as the wharf. Charges
for ocean transit and French domes-
tic service had to be paid in France
at all times.

At the outbreak of the French
Revolution this service was suspended
and did not again resume until June,
1864. Napoleon III established mail
packet service between France and
Vera Cruz to facilitate the Maxi-
milian “putsch.” When this early
Fascist intervention “flopped” the
line was transferred to New York.
Thus from 1793 to 1864 there was
no mail “per French Packet” al-
though we frequently see it glibly
‘referred to as existing in this period.
During this time mails for France
went by British Packets or private
ships. In the case of these only the
U. S. domestic charges could be pre-
paid. The trans-Atlantic and French
domestic postages were collected
from the addressee in France.

In the 1827/30 period “U. S. Mail
Packets” commenced operation to
France. In 1847 the Americans
started steam mail packet operation.
During this period there was no real

~ treaty between the U. S. and France

whereby French charges for its do-
mestic service could be prepaid here.
After the mail was laid down at the
piers, from which the British Pack-
ets sailed in the U. S. it passed out
of any American control. In the case
of mails “per U. S. Packet” the
American jurisdiction ceased when
the letters passed over the side at
Southampton or Havre.

Markings applied during the 1847-
57 period by the French Post Office
to collect its domestic, and in the case
of mails via Great Britain, the Brit-
ish transit fees, appear to be in the
decime (1/10th of a franc) which

IR9:357

had the same relation to the franc
that the dime does to the dollar. The
decime was equivalent to two cents in
U. S. money. Letters going to France
by British Packet via Gt. Britain
were required to have 5c¢ prepaid in
the U.S.

1847-1857, via GreaT Britaix
Per British Packet for the First Quarter
Ounce
Paid in the U. S. (per ¥ 0z.)...... Sc
Collected in France—*“13” decimes
(s 570 e e S W e e 26¢

TotalRchatgesi: .o b a8 adian 08 Wi 1 3lc
Per British Packet for the Half Ounce
Paid in the U. S. (per ¥ 0z.)...... 5c
Collected in France—“26" decimes

(s T ) L R PR T B

RotalFehatrSesile. S ol 00 s ol 57¢

Letters to France by U. S. Packet,
via Gt. Britain were required to have
21c prepaid in the U. S.

Per U. S. Packet, for the First Quarter

Qunce

Paid in the U. S. (per ¥ 0z.)...... 21c
Collected in France—“8" decimes or.. 16¢c
tLotalScharges, s .. v cny ot 37¢
Per U. S. Packet, for the Half Ounce
Paid in the U. S. (per LN OZ) v aiaris 21c

Collected in France—“16" decimes
(2P iSa) or 20, A S s 32c
EROTAINGRHATIES: . 4. st A o S S 53¢

hetes RE ] 85 MG and S 264
decime marks listed were the charac-
teristic French due markings applied
to U. S. mail during this period. The
French rates were always collected
per one-quarter ounce while the
American and British rates were al-
ways twice as much for the money,
that is, per half ounce. Thus we see,
that considering the single or % oz.
rate, mail “per British Packet” was
6c cheaper than mail “per U. S.
Packet.” This checks with the 1853
report:

“Since the partial arrangements
above referred to went into operation,
no change has been made by Great
Britain for the sea postage of letters
conveyed by American Packets; yet,
under its operation the single rate
of postage between the U. S. and
France, by U. S. Packets, is 6 cents
higher on each letter of the weight
of one-quarter ounce, and under,
than by British Packet.”

The sums, as here given, appear
very simple, but it has taken two
years of pulling and hauling at them
to make them check perfectly with
the official record. I am indebted to
Messrs. MacGregor, Kanwiser, Ro-
maine and Ashbrook for observations
for and against, this and that, re-
garding these pre-1857 markings.

About 1857 these seem to have
been superseded by markings in cen-
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times, with lettering “G.B.” under
Article XXXII of the September
24th, 1856, postal convention be-
tween France and England. These
were “exchange office” ratings, “to
show the rate at which the dispatch-
ing office shall have delivered those
letters to the other office.”” They
concerned the inter-Anglo-French
mails, and were not an American
matter. But it did mean that the
French postage due markings, on
American mail, were now being ap-
plied by Gt. Brltams exchange of-
fice instead of in France. Covers of
the transition period showing the
equivalent old decime marking struck
on them in France, in addition to the
“G.B.” marking bear this out.

On pre- 1857 letters, exchanged
“direct” with France, without pass-
ing through Great Britain, the Act
of March 2, 1845, fixed the rate at
24c for the 1st half oz., 48¢ for the
oz., and 15¢ for each additional half
oz. This paid the U. S. inland (up
to 300 miles) and the sea postages to
the French port. French inland post-
age was collected from the addressec.
On July 1, 1849, this was reduced to
20c per % oz. Later an understand-
ing was reached with France whereby
the entire ]ourncy, if desired, could
be prepaid in the U. S. In addition
to the 20c per % oz. for the U. S.
charge, 6c extra per one-quarter oz.
was to be added to pay the French
delivery charge in the port of arrival.
If forwarded beyond the French port,
12¢ per one-quarter oz. was to be
added to the 20c per % oz. This
made the rates:

Pre-1857 “Direct” mail Y 0z. Yoz.
For delivery in French port
afiarrival gl Sk ne e 26c.) <3Pc

For other parts of France.. 32c 44c

On April 1, 1857, the first real
treaty between the U. S. and France
went into effect. This provided for
exchange of mails between the two
countries on the “most favored na-
tion” basis. Before this time there
was no real treaty between the two
countries whereby the French charges
could be prepaid in the U. S. and vice
versa. The pre-1857 mails had most-
ly been exchanged through Great
Britain which served as a third party
connecting two countries who had
no direct postal treaty relations; in
much the same manner in which
money orders are today exchanged
through a third country acting as in-
termediary. The treaty abrogated the
high rates charged for French domes-
tic service before this time and sub-
stituted a simple charge of 8c per
% (one-quarter) ounce for it.

Mails were to be exchanged be-
tween France (and Algeria) on one



142

‘side’ and the United States on the
“other, by the following means:

"' 1.—Mail Packets and other steam-
‘ers (non-postal vessels) performing
regular service between the ports of
the U. S. and the ports of France.
(Direct.)

2.—U. S. Mail Packets plying be-
tween the U. S. and Great Britain.

3.—British Mail Packets and other
British steam vessels plying on regu-
lar runs between Great Britain and
the U. S.

France was “to pay for the trans-
portation between the U. S. and
France of all mails departing from
or bound for France,” except those
which were brought to France or
sent from France by the U. S. Mail
Packets. France was also to pay for
the following:

1—Transit charges between
France and England on all mails ex-
changed by way of Great Britain.

2.—Costs of sea transportation due
Great Britain for mails exchanged
between France and the U. S., by
means of British Packets and other
British vessels, bound for or depart-
ing from British ports. In other
words, the cost of transporting mails
for or from France over that part
of the journey from any British port
to the United States, or the reverse.

The U. S. was to pay for all mails
transported on U. S. Mail Packets,
either direct to or from France, or
via Great Britain. In the case of
the latter the U. S. did not pay for
the balance of the journey across
the English Channel.

This, of course, called for consid-

October 23, 19¥7 Stamp's

erable bookkeeping by each nation.
This accounting was marked directly
on each cover. To care for these
mails “exchange offices” were agreed
upon, whose duty it was to mark the
covers with the credits for or from
each. In the case of the U. S. they
were New York, Philadelphia, Boston
and San Francisco. In the case of
France they were Havre and the
traveling post office operating on the
railroad between Calais and Paris.
Others were added later.

The single rate paid by the public
was to be 15c¢ per % (one-quarter)
ounce for the U. S. and 80 centimes
per 71/ grammes for France. This
was to pay the entire postage. How-
ever, due to the high transit fees
that France had to pay England on
“via Great Britain” mail some addi-
tional fees were for a time collected
from addressees in France on some
mails that came that way from the
U. S. The 15¢ was to be worked out
on the following scale:
3c to represent the U. S. domestic charge
9c to represent the sea postage

3c to represent the French domestic
charge

15c total rate paid by the public.

For purposes of easy rating by the
exchange offices this was to be ac-
counted for on each cover as follows:

France was to pay the United
States, on prepaid matter mailed in
France or unpaid matter mailed in
the U. S., as follows:

3c per 7% gr. for all matter exchanged

between France and America at the
expense of France. (Domestic post-

age.)

First Day Covers.

which will be sold complete.

FIRST DAY CORONATION COVERS

Because of a recent fortunate purchase, we are, herewith, able to offer a complete list of
And in each case, the cancellation is the official First Day. If you have been
disappointed in not receiving your set which you ordered elsewhere in advance, previous to
May 12, we suggest that you pick up the missing items at once. We have only 40 sets, 15 of

9c per 7% gr. for matter exchanged be-
tween America and Britain, for or
from France, at U, S. expense.

12¢ per 7% gr. for matter exchanged “di-
rect” between America and France
at U. S. Expense. (Sea plus U. S.
Domestic.)

The U. S. was to pay France on
prepaid matter mailed in the U. S.
or unpaid matter from France and
Algeria:

3¢ per ¥ oz. for matter exchanged “di-
rect” between America and France
at U. S. expense. (Domestic post-
age.)

6c per 14 oz. for matter exchanged be-
tween America and Britain, for or
from France, at U. S. expense.

12c per %4 oz. for all matter exchanged
between France and America at
the expense of France. (Sea plus
French Domestic.)

Article X stipulated: “The rates
which the two post offices of France
and the United States shall mutually
have to carry to each other’s account,
shall be marked on the letters at the
exchange office from which they are
sent, in ordinary figures, plainly and
uniformly, on the right hand of
the upper part of the address.”

“The rates of letters unpaid to be
carried to the debit of the corre-
sponding office by the sending office,
shall be marked in black ink; those
of prepaid letters to be carried to
the credit of the corresponding office
shall be marked in red ink.” In
other words, the portion of the total
postage paid by the public, due to
or from the opposite office was to be
plainly marked in the upper right
hand corner of the envelope, on the
address side. Unpaid or “collect”
letters were to be marked with the
amounts in black ink while paid let-
ters (which could be paid either by
means of postage stamps or paid for
in cash without postage stamps) were
to be marked in red. This is very

. First . . First . First .
Mint _Day Mint _Day Mint _Day important to remember.
N %% °8%60 | FALKLAND 1S. ..$.18 $30 | NIGERIA 48 950 Article XTI cloax}
antrauA PR PER | EE D B %30 158 | N RuonEsid T30 .80 rticle Al clearly stated that let-
‘ASCENSION . [l. 20 475 [GAMBIA . 1lll. 20 .60 | NYASALAND .... 15 226 ters sent paid in the U. S. bound for
BAHAMAS ...... . 5 .40 |GIBRALTAR .... 20 .60 [ST. HELENA .... 20 150 .
BARBADOS . .... 18 .45 | GILBERT & ELL.. .20 15.00 | ST. KITTS ...... . 8 .50 France were to be plainly stamped
BASUTOLAND ... 20 .60 | GOLD COAST .... .20 .85 |ST. LUCIA ...... 18 50 “PAID” i d p
S St 41730 OV i e O il
BR. GUIANA ... 18 .60 |JAMAICA ....... .18 45 T RN R T I paid from France were to be marked
. HONDURAS . 20 .50 [KENYA ......... 25 .60 | SOMALILAND 22 70 KT R
EarEe e s on e S | R R
SEHOY o Bog|uAumm, R R R T || el place apon the. vper
DOMINICA ... . 18 '85! NEWFOUNDLAND. 17 .50 ' VIRGIN IS. ..... 120 .50 fices “shall place upon the super-
NEWEFOUNDLAND 11 adaitional  WAIREE. .« o4 s(s/oisisle ste 5 < b oo seosibiaalt e o s s aonrase 2.10 4.75 scription (address side) of the cor-
respondence of every kind . . . i
DOMINIONS P ciof exeny kind.t. s wiiigh
8. W. AFRICA...$1.98 $4.50 |N. GUINEA $1.00 $1.75 | NIUE $.28 $1 they sshall| zeaciva {rom the corre-
LW, A...$1.8 K; : ek b ; S o BI08 B1:00 .
Bem A peinaee o g (b IR 0 T || epondig o et RecdatBene s
4 90 [ N. : 'S 1. 20 7B ; ;
NAURU ........ 70 350 S e 30 1.00 | CANADA ....... 05 15 stamp, with the date, showing the
BASUTOLAND USED SETS.$.20; Blox $1 way in which such mails shall have

Complete mint set as listed........ $17.00 I
Complete set of First Day Covers.... 65.00 SWAZILAND USED SETS.... .20; Blox $1

We have 2 'complete sets of blocks of 4 on First Day Covers. Our price for these is $325.00
per set. When these are gone, we will have no more. In other words, ORDER NOW!

All Prices Subject to Change or Cancellation Without Notice

W. C. PHILLIPS & CO., INC.

750 MAIN STREET HARTFORD, CONN.

been forwarded.” All letters “trans-

ported between the French frontier

and the American frontier, at the

expense of or on account of the post '

office of France, shall bear, inde-

pendently of the name of the ex-
(Continued on Page 158)
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*2—BELGIUM—Ysay!

*5—ECU

‘5—ECUADOR—-New Airpost Official Pictorials,

NEW ISSUES

*4—ALGERIA—Paris Exposition Commemorative $22
*3—AUSTRALIA—New Pictorials, 3d to
e Commem. Semi-Postal.
‘l—DOMINICAN REP.—Sth Anniv. Commem.
OR—New Airpost Pictorial Issue.

e .60 *Means Mint.

All sets are Complete.
Blocks pro
rata (if available). Postage
extra under $1.00.

*]1—FRANCE—Sanitary & Moral Soc. Semi-Postal w

O RMANTParty Do Gomm. Miniae Sheet 135 Al
—Party Day Comm. iat ee

*1—HA New Airpost Pictorial, 501(1:l iarmlne 15 STAMP COMPANY

ITT—
*17—NICARAGUA—Airpost,
*12—NICARAGUA—U. S.

*3  PARAGUAY—Eucharistic & Asuncion Comms,
*5—ROUMANIA—New Sports Comm. Semi-Postal

Constit. Airpost Comm..

“Disputed Territory” 2.35

335 530 PARKSIDE AVENUE
3% BROOKLYN, N. Y.

American "French" Mail

(Continued from Page 142)

change office of destination, the char-
acters ‘Sery. Fr. ‘or ‘Serv. Br.
(French or British Service). This
stamp shall be placed in blue ink on
the correspondence transported di-
rectly, and in red ink on the corre-
spondence transmitted by way of (a
landing in) England.”

1923

19256
1926
1927
1928
1929

1930

1932

1933

1934

1935

138-41

170-71
176-80
193-96
201-10
213-31
232-38

239-41
242-46
248-56

342-44

ITALY IN SETS

Further: “The stamp to be placed
on the correspondence transported

POSTAGE

Propaganda o f

R R s e rara Vo
Victor Emmanuel ...
St. Francis
1.76L to 2.66L......

Turin Exhibition Issue

Founding of Rome.. .
Monte Cassino

Royal Wedding
Ferrucci Issue
Virgil Issue

Dante Alighieri
Garibaldi, used

Universities’ Games. .
Holy Year, used

Fiume Commemora..
Pacinotti Commemora.
Radio Congress .....
Medal of Valour.
Same, used 5
University Contests.

90
4.50

10.00
S5

METRO STAMP CO., LTD.

All sets complete and mint unless otherwise stated. Others in stock—send your want list.

POSTAGE—Continued
1935 345-48 Aeronautical Salon... §.20
349-54 Bellini Centenary .... 95
349-54 Same, used st 15
3556-568 Milan Fair ......... .20
1936 359-66 Horace Commemo.. .. .80
1937 36%-76 Child Welfare ...... 1.40
SEMI-POSTALS
1926 626-29 Voluntary Militia ... .55
19356 639-42, 1600 Militia Issue.... 55
639-42, 1600 Same, used ..... 40
AEGEAN ISLANDS
1930 3-11 Virgil Issue 1.50
1932 19-30 Dante Alighieri ..... 2.50
1934 31-35 Soccer Commemora.. . 95
19356 36-46 Medal of Valour..... 6.00
RODI
1929 15-23 King and Queen’s Visit 1.60
1931 38-44 Eucharist Congress .. 1.85
1934 200-01 Special Delivery 42

FERRUCCI ISSUE FOR THE AEGEANS

1930 14 Complete sets from all the
Islands, Calino to Stampalia,

including Castellorizo, 70 var.. 9.50

100 WEST 57TH ST.
NEW YORK, N. Y.

between the American frontier and
the French frontier, or the British
frontier, at the expense of the U. S.
post office, shall bear, independently
of the name of the exchange office of
destination, the characters ‘Serv.
Am’.”

“This 'stamp shall be placed in
blue ink, both on the correspondence
transported direct and on that com-
prised in the mails of or for the office
of Havre, which shall have been
transported by the packets of the
New York line to Bremen, and by
the packets plying between Havre
and Southampton (trans-channel
mail boats) without touching (actu-
ally landing the mail in) British
territory.” (The Bremen steamers
were apparently to transfer their
mails to the Channel steamers in a
British harbor, without landing it,
so as to keep it from falling into
the clutches of the British.) “It
shall be placed in red ink on the cor-

respondence comprised in the mails
which shall have been transported by
the aid of (actually landed in) the
British post office.”

Since the actual treaty text was in
French it gave the type of postmark
to be impressed on received mail in
that language. The French Post Of-
fice used wording as called for in
the treaty, but the U. S. translated
.the text with “American Packet” for
“Serv. Am.” and “British Packet”

r “Serv. Br.” The U.'S. had no
necessity to use a postmark corre-
sponding to “Serv. Fr.” until 1864.
A postmark lettered “Fr. Pkt.” was
introduced after that but does not
seem to have had much use. The
postmark “Paid All” was usually
used on mail requiring “Serv. Fr.”
marking, at New York.

(This article will be continued next week.)

Gist of the News

Our thanks to James G. Vandergrift
for a cachet commemorating the First
Official Mail from the new post office
at Spencer, W. Va., September 27,

A TRADING POST AD Will Bring You the Results

You Want . . . Only 3¢ a Word.

1937.

The S.P.A. Convention souvenir sheet
has been removed from the Philatelic
Agency list and is no longer available
there.
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WHOLESALE

COLOMBIAN REPUBLIC. (Dealers only).
Harry Blencowe, Apartado 2155, Bogoté, Col-
ombia. (tf)

DOMINICAN, GERMAN, Czechoslovakian Re-
publics. Wholesale price list 10c. Porcella,
Box 593, Oranford, N. J. (tf)

LATIN-AMERICANS—Lists free to dealers.
0. J. Rose, Maywood, Illinois. (tf)

MINIATURE SHEETS, Philatelic Exhibitions,
Air Mail: New issues’ service. Price list free
to dealers-only. S. Serebrakian, 8 Avenue
Deschanel, Brussels, Belgium. (tf)

USED UNITED STATES wholesale list free.
Miller, 1910 Avenue U, Brooklyn. (tf)

WHOLESALE—Dealers write for latest copy
of our ““WEEKLY WHOLESALE REVIEW.’
Free by return mail. Empire Stampco, Dept.
16, Toronto, Canada. (280

CORONATION WHOLESALE PRICE LIST,

free to dealers. Mention STAMPS. Rumark
Co., 116 Nassau St., New York. Member
A.S.D.A. AP.S. (tf)

UNUSUAL COUNTRIES, New Zealand, Aus-

tralia. Dealers get our free wholesale list.

Oceania Stamp Bureau, Brookland, D. ?f)
t

WHOLESALE ONLY—Best source for attrac-
tive pictorials, sets, packets and country col-
lections. Ask for our FREE lists.
UNIVERSAL STAMPCO, 110-H East 23rd,
New York City. (t f)

TRADERS, DEALERS SELL UNIQUE stamp
packets—50 per cent profit. Send .25 for 10
different sample packets (50 different packets
$1.00), and wholesale list. Oregon Stamp
Co., Box 5050H, Portland, Oregon. (268)

WHOLESALE—Stamps and supplies. Oata-
logs and lists free to dealers. Mission Stamp
Mart, Brookland, C. (267)
GLASSINE ENVELOPES, wholesale only.
Rates and sample to dealers. Mission Stsmp
Mart, Brookland, D. C. (269)
ATTENTION DEALERS, Our wholesale U. S.
bulletin just out listing better grade U. S.
including Army- Navy and latest commemo-

ratives at reduced prices. List free. Metro-
politan Stamps, 198 Broadway, New York
City. (267%269)

New Issues

(Continued from page 149)

Rumania—The 20b, “Aviation Fund”
stamp, similar in type to the 1936
issue, has been received. Scott does
not accord the earlier release listing
except under the heading of “tentative,”
so it is assumed the 20b value will
receive the same treatment.

Economist Stamp Co.
Harvey Dolin & Co.

Spanish Morocco — General Franco
of Spain has sent to the U.P.U. at
Berne, Switzerland, the series of com-
memorative stamps issued for the oc-
casion of the first anniversary of the
Nationalist movement at Spanish Mo-
rocco a year ago, and which were
shown here in the Sept. 4 issue. The
bureau of the U.P.U. has accepted
these stamps as equal to the stamps of
those countries that are members of
the U.P.U. and has forwarded copies
of these stamps to all nations affiliated
with the U.P.U. and also to the Re-

ublic of Spain.
2 5 O. Hauben

French Morocco: With the addition
of three values of tax stamps a change
in color has been made in the 30 cent,
90 cent and 1 Fr. 50 values. These
have been printed in the colors fixed
by the Postal Union, namely green,

red and blue.
O. Hauben

English Morocco—The last stamps
to be issued are the 6 Francs on the 5

189377

shilling re-engraved, 1 Franc 50 on
the one shilling, photogravure, are ac-
tually exhausted at the windows of the

English Post Office.
O. Hauben

Spanish Morocco—The last series
of stamps commemorating the anni-
versary of General Franco’s move-
ment is on sale at Tangiers at the
Spanish Nationalist Post Office. The
sale to the public is only made in full
series or in the following short sets:
1 cent to 10 cent, 1 cent to 30 cent, 1

cent to 1 peseta and 1 cent to 10 pesatas.
O. Hauben

Tangiers—The International city of
Tangiers has until a year ago three
different post offices, a French, an
English and a Spanish one. The per-
sonnel, of the Spanish Post Office di-

squares.
Cat. Cat.
No. A B | No. A B

1853-55 1874-82 Con't.
2305 : .
2314

2319
2328
2336
2337

2346

R. J.

825 WEST END AVENUE

——IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENT —

The purchase of a large stock of United States stamped envelopes enables us to offer éntire
and cut square envelopes at competitive prices. Now is the time to buy these interesting
stamps which are rapidly growing in favor. Under column A are prices for entire envelopes
or large corners cut to your choice of size, and under column B are prices for fine ecut

*Qriginal 1918 dark violet shade. Catalogue numbers are according to Scott. Many others
in stock,

For the Envelope Specialist—

dies, shades and watermarks. We shall be glad to have your want list. If you like to hunt
for these varieties, write for our special offer.

LEWINSON
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vided its adherence to the Spanish re-
publican and Nationalist causes and the
Nationalist-Franco government estab-
lished a Post Office of its own in the
Nationalist government building (Mai-
son Franco). Today there are actu-
ally two different Spanish Post Offices
and persons corresponding with the
Spanish Post Office at Tangiers should
be very careful to specify “Spanish
Government Post Office” or “Spanish

Nationalist Post Office.”
O. Hauben

Italy — The Italian Empire com-
memoratives will appear, it is now an-
nounced, on October 28.

The Sun, N. Y.

Portugal—The Lisbon Geographical
Society stamp has been received, the
frame this year being a dull violet and

the center an orange-red.
The Sun, N. Y.

Cat. Cat.
No. A B [ No.

A
1874-82 Con't. Yyl o

We can supply many envelopes identified
according to Bartels’ lists of entires—sizes,

NEW YORK, N. Y.
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AMERICAN
“FRENCH"
MAIL

By GEORGE S. HILL

(This is the second of a series of articles.)

O recapitulate Article XII:

The French Post Office was

to postmark received (mailed
in the U. S.) mail, transported at
its eaxpense, with certain hand-
stamps, denoting the nationality of
the ship from which it was landed
in France. See the following list
of French postmarks for the va-
rious types. These were to be im-
pressed in blue on direct exchanges
between France and the U. S., and
in red when the mail was actually
“via Gt. Britain.” On its part, the
U. S. was to mark received (mailed
in France or beyond) mail, trans-
ported at its expense, with certain
postmarks also denoting the nation-
ality of the ship from which landed.
Since, after 1857, mail from France
artd beyond to the U. S. doesn’t seem
to have been subjected to any fine,
collected from the addressee, if it
came via Great Britain, as was the
case with some mails in the reverse
direction, the blue and red -color
scheme seems to have been inopera-
tive here. The American marks were
usually applied in red to paid, and
black to unpaid, instead.

The treaty was to go into effect
on April 1, 1857. It provided for
cancellation of credits and debits
every three months and fixed the
permanent exchange rate at 5 francs
30 centimes to the U. S. dollar.

The treaty provided that certain
changes, agreeable to both countries
could be introduced, without neces-
sity for a new treaty. One of these
changes, apparently ratified by both
countries, had to do too with post-
marks; for the simple “Serv. Fr. or
Serv. Br.” originally called for, by
the treaty, to be used by France
underwent considerable variation.
Paq(uebot) was frequently substi-
tuted for “Serv.” although all of
them, through the years, stuck closely
to the original meaning. Arthur
Maury, the great pioneer in catalogu-
ing French postmarks (and in the

case of these he also seems to have
been the great finisher) notes the
following marks, of treaty type, used
on U. S. mails, by France:

SerIES OF 1848
The following are double circle post-
marks:
Et. Unis Serv. Br. A.C. (code letters H,
L and M)
¢ Paq. Brityv. Angl.
Paq. Am. A Calais.
Paq. Am. B. A Calais.
Serv. Am. Calais 3.
Paq. Brit. Calais.
Pagq. Brit. A Calais A (code let-
ters A to M).
Paq. Brit. B. A. Calais.
3 Serv. Brit. Calais 3.
v. Angl. Amb. Calais (code let-
ters A to F.)
Paq. Fr. Brest.
Cherbourg.
Le Havre.
Paq. Am. A Le Havre.
Serv. Fr. Havre.
Paq. Am. A Paris
Paq. Brit. Paris.
Serv. Brit. Calais.
3 Serv. Am. Calais 3.
2 Cherbourg 2.
Paq. Am. A Le Havre.
Paq. Am. A Paris.
Pagq. Brit. Paris.

SERIES oF 1857
The following are octagonal postmarks :
Et. Unis Paq. Fr. Brest.

S Pag iy 20Bresti 2
Paq. Fr. Le Havre.
Paq. Fr. 2 Le Havre 2.
Paq. Fr. H No. 1.
Serv. Am. D, Havre.
Serv. Br. Havre.

Paq. Fr. Lafayette.
Paq. Fr. Washington.
Lafayette Paq. Fr.
Washington Paq. Fr.

SerIES oF 1869
The following are double circle post-
marks:
Et. Unis 2 Cherbourg 2.
2 * v. Angl. Paris.
Paq. Fr. Brest 2°.
Serv. Allem. Le Havre.
In these postmarks the following ab-
breviations were used:
Allem. (Allemand)—German.
Am.—American
Amb. or B.A. (Bureau Ambulant)—
(Railway) traveling post office.
Angl. (Angleterre)—England.
Brit. (Britannique)—British.
D.—direct.
Et. Unit (Etats Unit)—United States.
Fr.—French.
Paq. (Paquebot)—Mail Steamer (Packet
Boat).
Serv.—service.
v.—via.

“ “

“ “

169

Referring back to some of the
earlier mentioned details of the
treaty, it is interesting to note that
it called for the use of ordinary fig-
ures by the exchange offices. The
pre-1857 French markings were in a
cramped, crabbed imitation of me-
dieval French seript and were almost
indecipherable to any but a French-
man. The early “8” and “16” re-
ferred to were plain, but the “13”
looked like “19” and the “26” looked
like “96.” Those in centimes and
those in U. S. cents (since the
French used markings in American
currency under the treaty) were very
plain. This treaty specified that
mails were to be carried “at the ex-
pense’” of either nation rather than
in the old phraseology of “per Brit-
ish Packet” or “per American
Packet,” ete. This allowed any mail
or regular steam vessel to carry
“French Mail” irrespective of its
nationality. It gave a flexible pat-
tern that enabled either country to
dispatch as many or as few separate
mails as it saw fit. It was in effect
the first real “fast ocean mail” since
the signatories were free to take ad-
vantage of any sailing they desired.
The reason for mails landed in Great
Britain being postmarked in a dif-
ferent colored ink has a long, com-
plicated and interesting story. Eng-
land held, that since “Britannia ruled
the waves” all oceans, seas and
straits were John Bull’s private pro-
perty and he had a right to charge
postal toll on each and every letter
on each and every foreign ship using
his private oceans, seas or straits.
In practice, of course, this was some-
what modified. England could only
levy on letters actually landed in
England. Letters passing direct be-
tween the U. S. and France or via the
German (direct) Bremen steamers
were out of her reach.

In “theory” England claimed the
right to charge 16 cents (8d.) on
each letter landed in Gt. Britain from
a non-British mail vessel. Since,
after 1840, Britain was giving do-
mestic service for 2¢ (1d.) and since

(Continued on Page 181)

1887.

£5 Superb Mint.

BECHUANALAND

Scoit’s No. 22.

My Specialty:—RARE BRITISH COLONIALS OF ALL PERIODS. The
Cheapest Dealer in the World for High Class British Colonial Rarities is:

T. ALLEN

“CRAIGARD,” FRINTON ON SEA, ESSEX, ENGLAND
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Suggestions for Cooperating in

Promoting "International
UNITED STATES iy, ¥
CONSTITUTION Philatelic Week

November 14-21, 1937

Schools. Local school displays (grade,
AlRMAIL STAMPS high and universities). Sponsored by
\ teachers or school stamp clubs.
We offer a collection of all Air- Local Stamp Clubs. Displays in the-
mail Stamps issued by various for- aters, clubs, libraries, etc. Many a smart
eign countries in Honor of the merchant will welcome an exhibit. Get
: together with them.
Special Club Meeting. Plan for
greater activities than at ordinary meet-
Constitution of the United States ings. Mix in other features that will
HONDURAS, single value, pictured above showing the American Flag, printed interest your non-collector friends so
in five colors that they will attend your meetings and
come to understand the enjoyment de-

Sesquicentenary of the

NICAR_AGUA. large set of 12 stamps, printed in 2 colors. Only 12,000 sets rived by being a member of a stamp club.
issued - Local Publicity. If you will plan spe-
ECUADOR, beautiful engraved set of 5 stamps, showing picture of George cial meetings and displays your local
Washington 4 newspapers will make news of the idea
el B Y and be _g‘]ad to help you if you let them

Complete collection of 3 countries : know of your plans. <
Help the Shut-ins. There are many
Postage extra under $1.00 shut-ins and disabled persons who are

now collecting and who are handicapped
in their activities because they have lit-

F X w Y K E S S L E R tle or no money to spend. A few stamps,
551 Fifth Ave. AS’\ New York, N. Y. an inexpensive album, a subscription to a

i stamp paper, etc., will help a lot. Even
those who are shut in and not now col-
lecting can be made with just a little help.
You will get a lot of enjoyment out of

A N 0 T H E R S T E P helping others.

. Exchange Visits. Clubs of mnearby
Y T e 9 HHies Y el

T 0 “ 3 C T l 0 towns and communities will welcome a

A R D P E B F L 1\ visit from your club members. Invite

them to your meeting during “Interna-

“Perfection is finality” and tional Philatelic Week.” Visit them in
return and you will build many fine

SCOTT,s SPEC]ALTY ALBUMS friendships for the coming years.

are never static. They grow with the growth of 23 Chicago Clubs are cooperating, in-
’ 3 - 3 cluding some of the suburban groups, in
C‘Ollectlng and the demands of collectors. foday's making “International Philatelic Week”
Specialties are the best that can be produced and a success in Chicagoland. Your sugges-
e i 7 / tions will be greatly appreciated by the
tomorrow’s will be in step, always keeping abreast “Central Federation of Stamp Clubs”
of collectors’ needs. who are sponsoring “International Phila-
telic Week.”
For convenience, three new sets of pages have just PauL B. ZARING,

\'ice-lr’resid_ent and Publicity Chair-
man, 1315 Norwood Avenue, Chi-
cago, Illinois.

been published for the Specialties.

Germany, without Colonies........... $1.00
France. without Colonies............. .75
tch & French Possessions in A ica. 1. C .
Dutch & s in America. 1.00 ® CUBA: Writers & Artists ®
Add postage on mail orders. In honor to all America, with Lincoln
Portrait in_the Set
Postage, 17 Values, Mint ..... $2.76

SCOTT STAMP & COIN CO.. LTD. i Sl R O

On First Day Cover
1 West 47th Street ASI\ New York, N. Y. RAFAEL R. GARCIA & CO.

i Apartado 129, Habana, Cuba

FIRST CACHETS CARRIED BY OX TEAM IN POSTAL HISTORY!
ORDERS ACCEPTED UNTIL NOVEMBER 15TH

Actually carried by ox team from Ipswich, Massa-
chusetts to Marietta, Ohio by caravan recreating trek
of Northwest Territory pioneers.

%fﬁo”( Two different commemorative postage stamps, two
- Your Name cancellations, a totally different etching style cachet

e A as illustrated.
Stiect oState This prize for collectors is offered at 53 cents each. ‘

Order now! Send money order, name and address
where cachet is to be delivered, to:

NORTHWEST TERRITORY CELEBRATION COMMISSION
FEDERAL BUILDING. MARIETTA, OHIO
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American "French" Line
(Continued from Page 169)
her service to foreign packet letters
amounted to only domestic service,
the attempt to charge eight times
that figure was ridiculous. This, un-
der pressure, also had to be modified
but still her charges were too high.
Hence the effort to segregate ‘“‘via
Great Britain” mails. It should also
be here noted that crediting France
was exactly the same as debiting the
U. S. and that crediting the U. S.
was exactly the same as debiting
France. For that reason I have

eliminated the word ‘‘debit” from
the following table, thus cutting the
compilation in half.

This table shows the exchange of-
fice rating stamps to be expected on
single rate (one-quarter ounce in the
U. S. or 714 grammes in France)
letters. Double weight letters paid
double rate, triple weight letters paid
triple charges, etc. It should be
noted that this table can be used for
all American “French Mail” whether
sent from the U. S. or from France;
or from or to the countries which had
mail communication with France.

April 1, 1857 to January 1, 1870.

“French Mail”

Basis:
The single rate of one-
quarter ounce, or 714
grammes.

All markings in U. S.
cents.

To (or from) the follow- E
ing countries via French 7§
] v ==
Mail. E_; b
F: &
Q.0 g
BS &
BE £
g
28 T
=3 =1
G
¢ S8 4
France and Algeria........ opt. To destina-
tion
Great Britain (via France),
Belgium, Holland, Lux-
emburg, Switzerland,
Sardinian and German t
337 oo A e s s 3 opt. To destina-
tion

Spain, Portugal and Gibral-

AT R e R B obl. Behobia
Denmark, Austria, Serbia,

Tuscany, Roman States,

Parma and Modena. ... opt. To destina-
ion
Yontan Islandsy g oo o obl. Triest

Russia, Poland, Two Sici-
lies, Malta, Greece,
Tunis, French India,
Alexandria, etc. (See
1935 “Stamps” tables for
other 30c rate countries). opt. To destina-
tion
Aden, East India, Ceylon, Seaports of
Mauritius, Reunion, the Indies
Straits Settlements and or China

other places advantage- Sea which
ously sent ‘“via Suez” British
(See 1935 tables)....... obl. Packets
touch
Sweden and Norway...... opt. To destina-
tion
Moldavia, Wallachia and
Turkey in Europe via Austrian
AUREEIA: . st s et s frontier

Letters from the U. S. to
other countries, where the
port of arrival in the
country of destination
was the limit of payment. obl.
Letters for the U. S. from
other countries, where the
port of departure in the
country of origin was the
limit of payment. ...... obl

Rates credited to Rates credited to
France per 14 oz. the U. S. per 714 gr.

on: on:
Total a. PREPAID let- a. UNPAID letters
letter ters from the U. S.

rate or or
paid b. UNPAID letters b. PREPAID let-
by from the desig-
the nated country fo nated country Zo the
public.

from the U. S.

ters from the desig-

the U. S. U. S. when prepaid

to destination

=8 -0 3] &0 . =

u§' PE =" S8 2wl
By mf e ER B HEL
R R
% =3 & - s e
's a4 B 8% 7 B2
g gog ] ) ® EE%

o = >

Es =E gt =g, Hy BS2
2% af & Z®E g ITS
fd 58 A AAi S& mase
15 3 6 VB 9 12

21 9 12 18 3 &) 12

2 1
27 15 18 24

30 18 21

{2
=i
W
©
—
()

30 18 21 27
33 21 24 30 3 9 12
Postages, either way,
always to be paid in
(30) Balkans. 3 9 12

30 18 21 27

18 21 27

I 30 o
Note: “Via England” means “Via England, Ireland, Scotland or Wales.”

Miniature Sheets Novelties

Belgium Ysaye Sheet Mint..... $1.65
Poland 1937 (3 sheets) Mint... 2.85
Spain 1937 2 Pes Orange, Mint 1.50
Bpain, Same, but 2 P..Grn, Mint 1.50
Jugoslavia ‘Zefib"” Sheet, Mint. 1.10
Luxemb’g Dudelange Sht., Mint 1.50
And New Cplt. Set of Belgium
Ysaye (70c to 3.55 Fr.) (4) 1.00

Other SHEETS, betier grade stamps,
BELGIUM, LUXEMBURG, SWISS,
NETHERLANDS, GERMANY, FRANCE,
CONGO, ete., Silyer Jubilee Coronation
(Colonies & Dominions) Air Mail, Com-
memoratives, in_sets, singles, Packets,
ete.,, ete. NEW ISSUE SERVICE from
EUROPE. Want List Service for Deal-
ers, etc. WHOLESALE PRICE LIST of
90 countries free upon request.

EUROPEAN STAMP CO.

P. 0. Box 311

Brussels 1, Belgium

CORONATIONS
Fields of London

have all issues in .stock.
Their price for the com-
plete unused set (135
Crown Colonies -+ 67
Great Britain and Domin-
ions, including the Extra
set of Newfoundland =
202 in all).

$16.35

post free
BLOCKS PRO RATA

Cash with order.

‘

Owur Latest Price List for
Individual Sets of All Coro-
nation issues free om re-

quest,
‘
David Field Ltd.

7. Vigo Street, Regent St.
Cables: "APHIELDA LONDON"
LONDON, W. 1., ENGLAND

“Everything for the Stamp Collector.”

()
133
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TRVAILS

]

New Airmail Issues

Dominican Republic — The Ciudad
Trujillo stamps for the good will
flight, originally scheduled for August,
then October 12, 1937, have now again
been postponed. They will be issued
on November 18th, when the flight is
to take place.

Nicolas Sanabria, Inc.

Greece — Four values of the 1935
mythology set have been reprinted, this
time 33x24 mm. instead of the previous
34x24. They are printed on paper of
a thicker quality than the white wove
of the first printing. 1d carmine, 2d
light ultramarine, 5d violet and 7d blue.

Nicolas Sanabria, Inc.

Nicaragua—The Raza issue consists
of a set of four stamps (sheets of 4,
unwatermarked) issued without gum,
perf 11, for domestic use, values being
lc, 4c, Sc and 8c.; and the set of three
sheets, four to a sheet, watermarked
ovals, interspersed, issued without gum,
the values being 10c, 15¢, and 20c, in-
tended for international postage. The
international series offers the 10¢ in

horizontal pair, imperf. between, as
does the 15c value.
Nicolas Sanabria, Inc.

Siam—Two values of the air mail
series, Type API1, have been received
perforated 1214 instead of the normal

14, 14%. The new perforations are
found on the 25s dark blue, and the
50s, brown-orange and black.

The Sun, N. Y.

Wie sold out the single, pair, and plate

Nov. 25—Puerto Rico;

The Post Office has announced

AIR-MAIL AND AIR-MAIL CLIPPERS

dates coinciding with the Territorial First Day Covers

HAWALII | Direct by Clipper—too late for advance orders but we
| can accept a limited number of orders from stock at.. 75¢
ARI';‘:[SIIiﬁ { By Steamship from Juneau to Seattle, and thence by
THIS ONE! " | the ATFTATE—Zt ... ..l s e aiions ocenine b st o mimisbie s slasns s 20c
PUERTO { Direct over Atlantic Air Mail
RICO U TEOm - SANATHATY o oiotarare) S ar s o oo e St rarerds oy s b 40c
VIRGIN { By steamship (Charlotte Amalie-San Juan) and thence
ISLANDS ! direct over Atlantic Air Mail....................... 40c

Complete Air Mail Coverage of the 4 Territorials $1.60

torial—in one advertis'ement in this paper, but have a very few blocks of 4—
Flown by the Air Mail, for sale at....

First Day Covers dispatched by ordinary mails—Hawaii; Nov. 12—Alaska;

block 14c Canal Zone—Surprise Terri-

................................. $2.00

Dec. 15—Virgin Islands

Fancy Bicolor Plate | Complete Bicolor Envelopes for making your own.
Art Cachets Single| Pair | Block | Block | Coverage Sets containing, half and half, Puerto Rico
and Virgin Islands Territorials. 20c for 8;
Hawaii............| $.15 | $.18 | $.30 | $.40 | $1.00 30c for 18; 75¢ for 54; $1.50 for 150; $3.00
for 375; $5.65 jor 600; $9.75 for 1,500.
From Wash,, D. C..| .08 b | 22 .35 R () (Postage extra on orders over $1.00.)
Alaska & oo s o560 15 .18 | .30 .40 1.00
We have a few of the Edward VIII-
From Wash,, D. C..| .08 A1 -2 50 15 Wallie Simpson Wedding covers,—French
Puerto Rico. ... ... 15 18 30 40 1.00 covers cancelled the day and hour (high
noon) of the romantic marriage, $1.00.
From Wash., D.C..| .08 | .1i 22 .35 .75
Virgin Islands. . ... .16° | 9518 .30 .40 1.00 Mint Sets of 4 Territorials: Singles, 25c¢,
Pairs, 40c; Blocks, 80c; Sheets, $7.00.
From Wash,, D.C..| .08 | .11 .22 .35 75
Complete set of 8, Setof 32 FIDELITY STAMP CO.
4 from Territories; verything B
4 from Wash., D.C.| .90 | 1.15/2.00|2.95| $6.75 Dept. 29, Barrister Bldg., Wash., D. C.

SOCKXXX XX

AIRMAIL
COLLECTORS
WHO

like to see the stamps
before they buy
and like to choose

just what appears to purse
and eye

ask for selections on ap-
proval.

There is no obligation

and it builds your collec-
tion

methodically and econom-
ically.

(Not good poetry but good
advice. Just send two refer-
ences and see for yourself.)

EMIL BRUECHIG

522 5th Ave. New York, N. Y.

20X XXX X DN XX XXX

MINTATURE SHEETS
NICARAGUA
AIRMAILS

COLUMBUS COMMEMORATIVES —
JUST OUT!

In sheets of four stamps each.
lc, 4¢, be, 8e, 10¢, 15¢ and 20c¢
Complete set of seven sheets. .. .$2.00

L. W. CHARLAT

AIRMAILS EXCLUSIVELY
180 Broadway New York

_

COMPLETE SATISFACTION . .

has been expressed by dealers and col-
lectors to whom I have sold numerous
items (U. S. and Foreign) from time
to time. My prices ‘zmd service please! !

I Supply to Parties Interested in

U. S. Cut Squares & Entire Envelopes

many fine entires at 25% to 40% dis-
count from Scott’s catalogue prices for
ordinary cut squares.

Scarce
United States Imperf. Position Blocks
At Reasonable Prices.

BRITISH COLONIALS, unused 20th
Century, at 60% to 65% discount; also
FRENCH and PORTUGUESE,

Numerous errors and varieties of many
countries at reasonable prices.

EMIL FRIED

225 West 71st Street New York City
Ower 30 Years in Philately
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AMERICAN
“FRENCH"
MAIL

(Y

By GEORGE S. HILL

(This is the third and last of a series
of articles.)

ET us consider a letter mailed
L prepaid in the United States,

say at Albany, for France. Let
us suppose that the postage was paid
by means of stamps and that the let-
ter was the single rate. The sender
affixed 15¢ in stamps and handed it
to the Albany postal clerk. The Al-
bany official cancelled the stamps and
marked it “Paid” in red. In the case
of letters mailed with stamps this
“Paid” was frequently left to the
exchange office. It was then put into
the bag for New York City. Let us
further suppose that when the letter
arrived in New York, it was found
that the next closing of “French
Mail” was for a crack U. S. Packet,
sailing for England. When the letter
arrived in New York, it was turned
over to the New York Foreign Mail
Division or “exchange office.” Since
the letter was to go by U. S. Packet,
the U. S. Post Office would have to
stand the expense. Looking in our
table we find that a prepaid letter
from the U. S., via Great Britain at
U. S. expense meant that of the 15¢c
paid by the sender, 6c was to be
credited to France. This was done
by the New York exchange office
applying, in red, a “6” either by
manuscript or handstamp in the up-
per right corner. If the stamps and
address covered the right hand side,
it may be found on some other part
of the face of the cover. The cover
was then dispatched on the steamer,
in a bag consigned to the French ex-
change office (let us suppose the one)
operating on the Paris-Calais Rail-
way. The letter was landed from the
steamer at Southampton, in England,
and taken across the English Chan-
nel. When the French exchange office
received it, they marked it with the
postmark, “Et. Unis v. Angl. Amb.
Calais A” (say), showing the date,
and since it came “Via Great Bri-
tain” they applied it in red. Now,
in theory, the French exchange office
was to cross out the American ex-

1858-56
Type I

change office’s rate stamp of 6c, after
entering it on their accounts, and
substitute the internal charges, if
any, in French currency, that were
to be collected from the addressee.
Actually, this crossing out never
seems to have been done, in fact the
treaty with France did not call for
it; but we find that such was in the
minds of postal officials from the offi-
cial record.

If, instead of being stamped with
postage stamps the letter had been
paid for in cash, in Albany, the let-
ter might show an additional rating

1861
Type II

stamp 15" applied in the Albany
post office. In theory, this would have
been crossed out by the New York
exchange office when it applied its
“exchange office” stamp crediting
France with 6c. This was seldom
done. Otherwise the rating and post-
marking would be the same as on
the letter with postage stamps. But
in this case the cover may show three
separate cash rates; one by Albany,
one by New York, and perhaps a
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French domestic postage due mark-
ing applied by the Calais T.P.O. So
you see that it is important to decide
by carefully considering the terms
of the treaty, covering postmarking,
and our table, just “who is which.”
Rates were usually only crossed out
on letters which were forwarded
from one address to another, after
arriving at the first destination. I
would like to give examples of all
the other ways of sending or receiv-
ing “French Mail” and what mark-
ings to expect.

We do not have a great range of

GB)
305

Aug. 1857
Type IV

“French Packet” postal markings as
we do in the case of “British” or
“American” or other “Packets” for
two reasons. First, the 19th Cen-
tury French Packet service did not
start until 1864 and secondly the
use of such markings on “French
Mail” even after then would usually
have been a misnomer. Both coun-
tries adhered to the policy that the
thing most to be desired was fast
transmission of the mails. The Brit-

YOU WANT RARE STAMPS

I have them and it will pay you to get in touch with me.
My approval selections of Rare British Colonials are not only the finest
in the World but the most reasonable.

My Specialty:—RARE BRITISH COLONIALS OF ALL PERIODS. The
Cheapest Dealer in the World for High Class British Colonial Rarities is:

T. ALLEN

“CRAIGARD,” FRINTON ON SEA, ESSEX, ENGLAND
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ish held to the patriotic theory that
transmission by British ships (Cun-
ard and Galway Packets, only, to be
specific) must come first and that
speed was to be subsidiary to this
motive. Thus “French Mail” was
sent by American, British, German
and even Belgian steamers, and, of
course, French, after 1864. The first
or fastest ship sailing usually got
the mail.

Type I shows the characteristic
Philadelphia “French Mail” mark-
ing, used from 1858 to 1866 (as
found on covers). It is not an “ex-
change office” marking. It is found
only on stampless covers, in black
on “collect” and in red on “paid” let-
ters and is not particularly common.
Types IT and III show characteristic
“French Mail” markings of the New
York exchange office for mail to
France. Both these types could be
used for multiple rate letters. 6c¢
might represent 2 x 3c. The 12c
might also represent 4 x 3¢ or 2 x 6c¢.
So, you see, it is also important to
determine whether a letter is single,
double, triple rate, or larger. Re-
member, that the table and illustra-
tive example have all been calcu-
lated on the single rate. It is a
simple matter to determine a double
rate by multiplying by two. or a
triple rate by multiplying by three.

Type IV shows the British ex-
change office postage due marking
used to collect an extra fee of 40
centimes on a prepaid letter that went
to France “via England” in August,
1857, under the treaty. It is also in-
teresting to again note, that on let-
ters mailed in France for delivery in
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the U. S., the French postal admin-
istration applied exchange rate mark-
ings in U. S. currency, in accordance
with the table and treaty.

The “Foreign Rates of the United
States Post Office 1847-1875" by the
author in collaborating with H. M.
Konwiser, published in “STAMPS”
Vol. 11-12, April-July, 1935, will
show the few rates (mone were
“French Mail””) that did not double
in amount of cash charged for a
doubling of the weight.

In those tables, on page 70, Whole
No. 135, I stated that the rates in
the first column (1847-48) were
taken from Sampson. That was true
when the manuseript went to the
printer but in the meantime through
the kindness of Mr. J. E. Lamiell,
Director of Int’l Postal Service, I
was furnished with 1848 data from
the official files. These were in-
serted in the proofs and appear in
the tables. The 1848 rates in the
first column (except Cuba, Costa
Rica, France, Great Britain, Guate-
mala and Mexico, were for mails
from: New York State (outside New
York City), Connecticut, Delaware,

District of Columbia, Maryland,
Massachusetts, New Hampshire,

New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Rhode
Island and Vermont. Letters from
New York City paid 5c¢ less on each
rate via Bremen. Other parts of
the country paid 5¢ more. I am also
indebted to Mr. Lamiell for this in-
formation, recently dug up.

A great many rates were made
available to the U. S. Post Office by
treaties and understanding but many
were not used. For instance, in the

AIRMAIL SPECIALS

COMPLETE MINT SETS

Special offer. good only for two weeks from date of this issue.

Country Std. Cat. Scott Cat.
No. No.

Aegean Islands i

1930 Ferrucei, 50c-5L
1930 Virgil Issue
1932 Dante

Comm.

1932 Dante 100 Lira
1983 Balbo Flight,. getiiof 2.0 oe ey sees e,

Alaouites

Albania

5-8
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8-1
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Argentine
Austria

19 0020 1h
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Belgium
Bolivia

Brazil
Bulgaria
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1
2
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1
1
5
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2
1
1
5
1
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1930 Pictorial set

1927 Provisional Issue
1927-28 2L to 10L
1931 1L to 50L

1932 Airpost Exhibition

1925 4 vals.,, 2pi to 10pi
1926 4 wvals.,, 2pi to 10pi
1926 4 vals.,, 2pi to 10pi
1929 4 vals., Op50 to 25pi
1930 2pi/1p26 green o8
1926 5q to

1927 Tirana-Scutari
1928 Valona-Brindisi
1930 King Zogu Issue .
1928 Pictorial set
1922-24 300k to 4800k
1925 Gold Currency
1930 50c to bHfr.

1930 Congo Flight, dark violet.
1928 Lloyd A

3fr

ero

Prices are subject to change without notice.
Money refunded at once in case we cannot fill your order.

F. W. KESSLER

551 FIFTH AVE.

A

NEW YORK, N. Y.

1937 Stamps

case of Italy, mails could have been
sent by two types of British open
mail, two types of British closed
mail, by French mail, by Hamburg
mail, by Bremen mail, by Prussian
closed mail, via Belgium, via Holland
and via Switzerland as well as in
Italian mail. The adoption of all
these routes with differing rates,
made available by treaty, would only
have caused confusion. The Post
Office usually picked out the fastest
route, the cheapest route and the best
all around route and chucked the rest
into the waste basket. The balance
were never announced to postmas-
ters or the public. For that reason,
the 1935 tables show only the rates
announced to the public, wherever
it was possible to check them. In a
few cases it was not possible to
check the treaty against rates made
available to the public due to the
dates being in use too short a time
or confusion such as the Civil War
and Reconstruction or the Franco-
Prussian War. The rate listed on
page 198, Whole No. 139, under
France as “80(c) via U/(nited)
K(ingdom), May, 1851” should*be
stricken from the tables, as a close
examination of more recently avail-
able records show that it was never
announced to the public.

Circular Die Entire Stamped
Envelopes

By D. D BEROLZHEIMER

50 East 41st St.
New York, N. Y

It will be appreciated if errors or~omissions in
this list, as well as new envelopes, arelcalled toithe
attention of the Envelope Editor.

1 CENT—GREEN

Die A
No. Size Paper Back Wmk.
2666A0 5: Bl Wdw 33F
2692Co 8: Bl Wdw 33t
2698Bq 13 Amx H 35
Die E
3440Br 5: Wh EY 361
3447A0 8 "Am Wdw 33t
2 CENTS—CARMINE
Die A
2776Ck 5 Blx H 29
2804Aq 9 Whx H 35
Die I
3456 Am 5 Wh Wdw 31

3 CENTS—BLUISH PURPLE

Die A
3518r 53 Am H 36
3525m 6 Wh Wdw 31
3543m 8 Wh H 31
3552m 9 Wh H 31
Die H
3609m 13 Wh H 31
Die 1
3619q 53 Whx H 35
3645m 8 Wh H 31
6 CENTS—ORANGE
AIRMAIL Die B—Type 2
5014r 13 Wh H 35

tPrecanceled only.
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army arrived at San Miguel - Santa Fe was entered on Aug. 18tk - "On
the 25th of Segptember having received information of the certain
approach of the Missouri regiment under Col. Price, and the Mormons,
Gen'y Kgarny departed from Santa Fe to March over a thousand miles
of country to California," Soon after leaving Santa Fe Gen'l Kearny

met an "express" bringing to Washington an account of the exploits of
Col, Fremont in California,"



THAT WAS NEW YORK

The Great Arson Plot

During the evening of November 25, 1864, a squad of young Con-
federate army officers attempted to burn down the City of New York,
They tried to set fire to seventeen hotels, two theatres, and
Barnum's Museum, and had they used better chemicals, hundreds of
New Yorkers would probably have been roasted alive, If this had
happened, the North would probably have lost heart, Lee's army would
probably not have surrendered, the South would probably not be in
‘ the Union today, and John Nance Garner would not be Vice-President,

The arson plot was part of a plan of the Confederate government
to spread terror through the North in order to minimize the effects of
disastrous defeats sustained by the Confederate armies, Sherman was
marching through Georgia and Grant through Lee's battalions, and 1t
was hoped the burning of New York and other Northern cities would
bolaster the sagging morale of the South and also bring about revolt in
the North, Although Union victory was practically at hand, an im~-

P portant percentage of New York'!s population was tired of the conflict,
Tammany Hall had never given whole-hearted support to the Lincoln govern-
ment and in the early days of the war Mayor Wood had gone so far as to

' suggest that the city and Long Island withdraw from the Union and form
a confederacy of their own,

The plans to burn New York were made in Canada, apparently with
full knowledge and sanction of the Richmond government, Colonel Jacob
Thompson, who had been Secretary of the Interior in the Buchanan
cabinet, was the chief Confederate representative in Candda, and he had
more than a million dollars Federal to spend, His principal colla-
borator was Colonel Robert Maxwell Martin of Kentucky, the leader of
the arson squad., Boston, Chicago, Cincinnatl, and other cities were
also to be fired, Under cover of the confusion, Confederate soldiers

‘. 2 in nearby prison camps were to be released and placed in command of
forces from the anti-Lincoln factions, These improvised armies were
then to march through the North in duplication of Sherman's performance,

Colonel Martin was a veberan of twenty-six who carried a bullet
he had stopped while raiding with Morgan in Ohio, a prancing young man
with a fine corn-silk mustache and plenty of gab, Lieutenant John
W. Headley, & solemn youngster, also from Kentucky, was second in command,
In the squad also were Captain Robert Cobb Kennedy of Loulsiana, a cool
hand and a stout drinker; Lieutenant John T. Ashbrook, a friend of
‘ Kennedy; another lieutenant or so; and several subalterns out for loot
. and Thompson'!s expense money.

Martin's band assembled at Toronto, and late in October, 1864,
slipped into New York in twos and threes, With Lieutenant Headley at
his side, Martin registered at the St. Denis Hotel; the others went
to other excellent hotels, There was no skimping of expenses, Thompson
was not niggardly, and the invaders founl the best bars without
difficulty, In virginia, Lee's troopers were eating parched corn, but
in New York, Martin's men were drinking excellent bourbon and admiring
one another's new haberdashery,.

. Martin and Headley soon located@ three persons they wanted to see;
James A, McMasters, a large and noisy anti-Lincoln pamphleteer;
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Henry W, McDonald, who owned & piano store on Franklin Avenue and was

a secret Confederate agent; and Captain E., Longuemare, another agent.
McDonald and Longuemare had stuffed Thompson and Judah P, Benjamin,
Jefferson Davis'!s Secretary of State, with tales about Tammany!'s
willingness to stage a revolt the moment a few hearty Southern lads
showed up to lead it., The more expense money sent from Richmond via
Canada, the more hopeful were the reports they sent out, When Martin and
his men arrived, the Big Three gave them a warm welcome, Longuemare
disclosed that he had arranged for the manufacture of enough of a
mysterious chemlcal compound, which he called Greek fire, to send New
York 6ity heavenward in one roaring whoosh, Colonel Martin, knowing little
about chemicals and less about Tammany, went sahead and made plans, He
decided that the city was to be touched off on Election Night,

Then to NMartin's surprise, it appeared that Washington knew all about
his plans, Obtaining even the names and descriptions of a number of the
conspirators, the Federal authorities passed them on to the civil and
military forces of the city, The newspapsrs were full of angry
denunciations, No arrests were made, however, Martin and his conrades
swaggered unmolested around the bars and theatre lobbles, Truth was,
the plot seemed so prepostercus that few people credited it., Washington,
however, took the matter more seriously, Major - General Ben Butler was
sent to the city with ten thousand verterans, "To prevent election dis-
orders," his orders read, He was just the boy for the job, The arson
squad recalled that Butler had the habit of hanging first and question-
ing afterward, Without so much as a rollcall, they decided to postpone
the great fire, :

This decision had its advantages, Maybe Butler would go away, At
any rate, the conspirators could see the sights, It was a natural de-
sire, but it split the arson squad, Liemntenant Ashbrook sought the
society of the ladies and Captain Kennedy wouldn't leave one bar save
for another; Martin and Headley had all the virtues of Waglter Scott
heroes, These two set out to advance themselves culturally. They
read the morning editorials, They attended a lecture by Artemus Ward
in Wood's Theatre and enjoyed the Ward humor which Lincoln was wont to
try out on his cabinet, They crossed over to Brooklyn to listen to
Henry Ward Beecher and discussed his sermon on the way back, Day after
day they drank of the enemy's culture, On Eiection Day, they listened |
to a speech by James T, Brady, the Tammany spellbinder,

After the election, Butler did not leave the city, and his presence
got on the nerves of the Big Three. McMasters, McDonald, and Longuemare, ‘
scared out of their wits, withdrew from the plot, Colonel Martin wegs
determined to go on with it, He set Thanksgiving Day for the great ‘
touch-off, Butler or no Butler., Later he deferred it to Fflday,
November 25,

On Thursday, Thanksgiving Day, the twenty-fourth, Headley was sent
to get the chemicals, for which Longuemare had originally arranged. He
went to lower Washington Street, knocked at a basement door, and was
greeted by an old man with bushy white whiskers. Headley asked him for
Captain Longuemare'!s bage Without a word, the old man handed him a
heavy black suiltcase and closed the door, Presumably he was the
chemist who manufactured the Greek fire; his identity is a mystery.
Headley took the suitcase and made his way to Park Row, where he
boarded a horse care bound up the Bowery.




-mischief until Friday evening. Then, at dusk, he went to one of his
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Hed Martin and Headley been other than trusting souls, they would
have ere this demanded a demonstration of the Big Three'!s Greek fire,
possibly trying out a sample on a handful of kindling in their own
hotel fireplaces, The Southern conspirators had been assured that the
chemical, a liquld, would ignite on exposure to the air, but they hadn't
tried it, On the horse car, Headley noticed a queer smell, examined
the bag, and found it leakings The smell became stronger, and the other
passengers gasped and moved away, glaring at Headley, There he sat,
trusting on the one hand that the chemical wouldn't set fire to the car
and on the other that within thirty hours it would burn New York City,
Amid the odor, he rode to Central Park, where he delivered the bag to
Martin, It proved to contain twelve dozen four-ounce bottles of the
chemical, These were divided among the plotters,

Part of the plot was that each conspirator be registered at several
widely separated hotels and that he should fire each of them, Headley
had rooms at the Agtor House on Broadway below the City Hall, at the
Everett House near Union Square, and at one or two other hotels, Martin
had rooms at the Hoffman House on Broadway, at the Fifth Avemue Hotel,
at the St. Denis on Broadway opposite Grace Church, and elsewhere,
Ashbrook had rooms at the St, Nicholas and the Lafarge, while Kennedy
and the half-dozen others had registered widely around the city.

Thanksgiving night, each conspirator took his dozen or more bottles
of Greek fire to his favorite room and went to bed. He stayed out of

rooms, heaped furniture, bedclothes, and draperies on the bed, doused it
with a bottle of the chemical, and shut the door and locked it behind
him, Then he hurried to another hotel to fire it, The progress of the
consptiators from place to place wasn't as rapid as it would be in this
motorized day, It was six-thirty when the first fire was reported and
eight o'clock before smoke was detected in the seventeenth hotel, This
gave the firemen time to sing from fire to fire, They really didn't

need the time, though, None of the fires actually got a serous hold on
any of the hotels, In some cases the chemical was so weak it didn't even
fire the bedding.,

After he had completed his round of Hotels, Lieutenant Ashbrook
hurled a bottle of Greek fire into the middle of the audience enjoying
"The Corsican Brothers" at Niblo's Garden, He caused only a small paniec,
Another bottle brought no better results at the Winter Gapden, where
Edwin and John Wilkes Booth were playing Brutus and Mark Antony, It was
the same story at Barnum's Museum, Captain Kennedy went fo Barnum's
after firing his quota of hotels and having a couple of drinks, He
smashed a bottle of the compound on the stairs, waited for a splutter of
flames, and disappeared., Headley at the moment was acress the street
nursing his Astor Hotel fire and glancing out of the window, had the
satisfaction of seeing the manager of the Museum run out into the street
and scream for help to get his freaks and animals out, He was closely
followed by the giantess and some of the patrons, But that was all,
The building didn 't burn. The chemical was a general failure,
Lieutenant Headley pitched several bottles of it on some barges of
hay at the foot of Moore Street without even getting the hay to burn,

After the fiasco, all of the arson squad escaped to Canada, Later,
Captain Kennedy and Lieutenant Ashbrook, attempting to slip back to the
South, boarded a train at Detroit, The train was crowded and they had
to take seats half the length of & car apart, An hour after leaving
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Detroit, two men stepped forward and arrested Kennedy., Before the
agents could get to Ashbrook, he opened a window and jumped out, He
landed safely in a snowdrift and eventually made his way to Kentucky.
Kennedy was returned to New York, where he was tried on charges of
espionage and arson, He was convicted and on March 25, 1865, was
hanged at Fort Lafayette, on the Narrows in Brooklyn., He was the only
conspirator ever punished,

New York was in a lynching mood the morning after the first, the
newspapers calling for revenge, The military forces at Fort Lafayette
ordered all Southerners in the city to report there and explain their
presence, Ralds were conducted on Southern hangouts, John Young, chief
of the city detectives, announced that sixty suspects had been arrested,
Of the conspirators, only two others were taken into custody, McDonald
and McMasters of the Big Three, Nothing was proved against them and they
were released,

Martin and Headley had the audacity to stay over for Sunday breakfast,
which they took leisurely in a restaurant on Broadway near Eleventh
Street, After looking over the morning newspaprs, they decided to 1eave
at once, They started for McDonald!'s piano store for thelr luggage,
but as they approached Martin saw Miss Katie McDonald at the window
frowning and shaking her head, They ducked just in time to emcape two
detectives emerging from the store., A few hours later, they slipped
by the detectives and boarded a train for Canada,

In 1891, Headley was elected Secretary of State of Kentucky. Martin
returned to New York to become manager of a tobacco warehouse, He
died here in 1901, greatly respected, His grave is in Greenwood
Cemetery,

————————— Kenneth Campbell




BENSON SPRINGS INN
Enterprise, Florida

Feby 21 - 1922

My dear Boys:

I am writing this to all of you to relieve you of any
thought that I had of asking any or all of you for money to enable P
me to secure a home, or any ground for garden, or other investment
in Florida, In my anxlety to escape the vigor and danger of the
winter in the north, was not new when you first mentioned it last
fall, I kept silent on the subject when you made reference to it, because
I did not want to impose upon you any additional expense for travel and
in order to reach Florida, Since coming my enjoyment and comfort
inspired the thought of how perfectly delightful it would be to live in
this mild climate most of the yecar, Hence I said I would like to stay
here at least 8 months of the year, and added if I could do so - I would
have a garden, cow and chickens as & part of my equipment, so as to make
my living and be independent, To be cooped up in a flat as we have been
for sometime, is little better than being in prison, it is to me, but -
I deplore the fact that I am doing nothing, and to me this is the hardest
work in the world, for a man in perfect health and reasonably strong
body to be unemployed, Of course I do not think of going into the
business of farming, and wear myself out at hard work and drudgery.
Neither do I think of making money, although this can be and is being
done in some places within the state of Florida, This climate has done
me gpeat good and I wish that each of you could have the benefit of it,
at least a short while every year, From personal observation and talk
with men who came here from almost every state in the Union I am im- -
pressed with the absolute necessity of every man taking care of his
health, The only thing that brings men here is to get rest and quiet
from the rush and strain of business and overworked brain and nerves,
Lookout my boys - you are no exception to the human family - you may
break down - and when your health is gone - good night, It would
afford me infinite pleasure to be so situated - if not in Florida -
somewhere else, where uou could come home once in awhile, and be boys
with Mother and Father again, Four score and three years and some more,
have not blotted out the memory of our boys at home with us - strugling
together as a family to make home the sweetest place in this o0ld world
to us, Though haréships and reverses have come, and changes have been
many - the memory of those days still lingers and we find outselves ”
traveling back but a few years seemingly, tothe spot Wwhere we had our
home with all its precious environmments that made it a better place than
any other to be found, Claude Your article on the "Bonus" -was just
fine and we are passing it around to be read, Stan, you don't know
how much good it does us to know you are trying to give up smoking,
Ray, when you think of the South remember "Gainesville" Ala,.,, is only
one of the poor spots and a poor sample of the southern country,
Can't forget heving a desire to live where it is congenial, Much love
to you all and hope good health and better busine ss awaits you in the
future,

Father,
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U. S. August Issue

In response to an inquiry as+lo
the August issue, the opinion now
among students is that there was
no first and second issue of 1861.
There is only one issue and that is
what is listed in the catalogue as the
second issue and in previous edi-
tions as the September issue. The
3-cent value is the earliest one
known to be actually used.

It is interesting to note, according
to Stanley Ashbrook, one of the best
informed students of these stamps,
whom we heard presenting their
story at the last Philatelic Congtess,
that the 1861 issue was first placed
on sale at the Baltimore Postoffice
on Saturday, August 17, 1861. Mr.
Luff listed the use of a 3c. pink on
August 18, 1861. This was Sun-
day, and the town was Nashau, N.
H., but more than likely the actual
use was Monday the 19th. At any
rate this date is the earliest known
use of the 1861 stamps.—L. M.
RELLIM in Baltimore American. }
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either unaddressed for your own
m»i"" g or already franked ‘with

.oratives and foreign stamps
1+# .y cancelled on board ship.
M. Crosby’s address is P. O. Box
602, San Pedro, California.

The following covers are all can-
celled on board the Naval Trans-
port U. S. S. Chaumont on one of
her training cruises:

Jan. 27th— Type 3, magenta.
“Departure Norfolk, Va.” Design
in navy blue with Seal of Virginia.

Jan. 30th—Type 3, blue. “Guan-
tanamo Bay, Cuba.” Design in
flag red with Flag of Cuba. Pair of
Cuban 5c. blue air mails.

Feb. 3rd—Type 3, violet. “Tran-
sit Canal.” Design in green with
Seal of the Isthmus of Panama.
Canal Zone postage.

Mar. 11th—Type 3, wviolet.
“Honolulu, Hawaii.” Design in
light green with Seal of the Terri-
tory of Hawaii.

Mar. 26th—Type 3, blue. “Apra

, Harbor, Guam, M. 1.” Design in

vith Seal of Guam in blue.
pril 7th—Type 3, green. “Hong




Death of Robert Sydney N elson

As we are about to go to press the brief message
comes of the death of Mr. Robert Sydney Nelson of
Selma, Ala., which occurred on Wednesday night,

August 12th. There were no further details. . .
To the older collectors in the South—and particu-

 larly to those who are interested in Confederates—the
- name of Robert Sydney Nelson is one to conjure up

| memories that take us back to the Nineties of last

century. Ferrary bought and collected the great rari-
ties among the Confederate Provisionals in those days

' —Robert Sydney Nelson found them!

Twice in the past thirty-eight years have I published

| a brief sketch of his life and his great finds—in The

Virginia Philatelist in 1889, and in The New Southern
Philatelist in 1931—and now it is to close the record
of an unbroken friendship of more than forty years.

Although in late years he led a secluded life—lived
much in the past—those who knew him best, loved him
most for his simple, contiding faith and his loyalty.

“The Old Stamp Hunter,” as he loved to style
himself, is no more, but some of the choicest gems in
‘he great collections are the spoils of his “hunting”
and will perpetuate his name in Philately.
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Gold Rush A superb piece of work, judged by any standard, is the latest study from
Steamers  our gifted member Ernest A. Wiltsee, Gold Rush Steamers. Mr. Wiltsee,

Vice President of the California Historical Society, has long been known
for his matchless collection of early California philatelic-historical material, and his
three major writings prior to this book are well known. Those who have read and
enjoyed Pioneer Miner and Pack Mule Express, The Truth About Fremont, and The
Joseph W. Gregory Express, will find in Glod Rush Steamers a fund of information
and enjoyment hard to duplicate.

The book is a magnificent art production of 368 pages on heavy deckle-edge laid
paper, large octavo, bound in cloth, with linen back, and profusely illustrated. Tt is
published by the Grabhorn Press, San Francisco, in a limited edition of 500 copies
ond sells for ten dollars. The big volume is a most complete and detailed history of
the steamship lines operating between Panama and Nicaragua to San Francisco during
the hectic days of 49 and later. It clears up many a question of early postal markings
and provides an immense fund of information. We predict that the book will be sold
out in record time.
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'RobertSydneyNelson

ROBERT SYDNEY NELSON

Robert Sydney Nelson was born in
Greensboro, Ala., January 18, 1862, a
descendant of old Virginia families
who had settled in Alabama. His pa-
ternal grandfather, Col. John Nelson,
was a wealthy plantation owner, and
on his maternal side Col. Robert B
Waller—an eminent lawyer, a man of
letters and fond of collecting cutios of
all sorts—was his favorite grandsire.
These were his traditions.

His interest in stamps was first
aroused when his mother found a
number of Uniontowns while looking
over some old papers of the estate.
This determined his career as a collec-
tor and “stamp-hunter.” In 1894 he
leased out his plantation and, bearing
credentials from the Governor of Ala-
bama, started on an expedition that
proved the most remarkable stamp
hunt in' American philatelic history.

I have frequently told the story of
this find. There were Mobiles, Union-
towns, New Orleans, Macons, Mem-
phis, Nashvilles, Grove Hills—over
three hundred letters—as well as a
vast number of the Provisional covers,
representing a catalog value of over
$100,000. No other find of this mag-
nitude is recorded in philatelic history.
Nelson sold the greater number of
these covers to Ferrary, with whom I
negotiated most of the sales.

He was buried in Live Oak Ceme-
tery, Selma, Ala. Thursday afternoon,
August 13. He is survived by his
half-brother, Mr. Charles F. White,
and his sister, Mrs. Robert Coleman.

May the sod lay lightly on “The
Old Stamp Hunter” who once experi-
enced the greatest thrill that ever came
to an American collector.
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FRANKLIN Insurance Service Corporation
12th Floor First National Bank Building
, San Diego, Calif,

ESTABLISHED 1922
Formerly Gordon Leby Co.

October 26, 1933

Mr. W, R. Parker,
1026 Montgomery Street,
Oroville, California,.

Dear Mr, Parker:

Can you tell me anything about the use of the 1847 issue of
United States stamps in California? I have recently seen a
10¢ 1847 on an envelope addressed to Mt, Holley, Ohio, the
stamp being tied to the cover with a blue grid cancellation,
the envelope bearing & blue "MARYSVILLE CAL" with month and
day and large "10" in circle, There is no year date given,
nor is there anything else on the envelope to indicate the
year, The envelope has every indication of being genuine
and legitimate,

Do you have any information as to whether these stamps weré
used regularly in Marysville, California, during their cur-
rency in the rest of the U, S.? It is my impression that
they are very rare on cover with any California cancellation,
snd this cover should be especially good,

Does the cancellation sound right for that period? And was
10¢ the correct rate for a letter from California to Ohic in
those days?
I would greatly appreciate any information on this matter
that you care to give me, If you cannot help me, perhaps
you would suggest someone who can?

Philatelically yours,

(signed) Paul A. Dorn.
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NEW AMSTERDAM -

CASUALTY COMPANY

San Diego, Calif,
December 18, 1933.

Mr. W, R, Parker,
1026 Montgomery Street,
Oroville, California,

Dear Mr. Parker:

I wish to thank you for your letter of November 6, 1933,
re - the 10¢ 1847 on cover used in Marysville, California,

Since writing you I have submitted this cover to Mr,
Elliott Perry of Westfield, N.J., and he faltly states
that he thinks it perfectly genuine, although a freak or
accident which slipped through due to carelessness or
ignorance,

An item like this is undouwbtedly unique and is worth al-
most any price one can get for ites I acquired it as the
ordinary and hence can afford to hold it for awhile until
prices improve, but I am open to any attractive offer,

I am enclosing herewith a photo of the cover in question,
which you no douvbt may be glad to keep for reference,

Very truly yours,
(signed) Paul A, Dorn

1200 First National Bldg.,
San Diego, Californisa,
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COPY

12/21/33

Dear Mpre. Dorn:

I thank you for your letter of the 18th and for
the photo of the Marysville 10¢ '47 cover,

I still would like to hope the cover 0,K, However
I have never seen the rate numeral used when postage was prepaid,
as shown here, except a faked on strip of 4 -10¢ 1847 (Wiltsee)
Nor do I know of a single town in California that used any such type
grid.

My data shows a type used after January 1862 from
San Francisco and Benecia - but with 10 or eleven bars,

However anything seems possible, and I hope your further
search will prove it 0.K., I have tried to acquaint myself with Calif
Express and U, S, postal markings, and keep a record of everything,

I sincerely hope you can upset my records of such grid type use
from Marysville Cal,

With seasons greetings
Very truly,

(signed) W.R.P.
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& Elliott Perry Westfield
Box 333 New Jersey,

December 27, 1933,

Dear Mpr. Parker:

In my opinion the 1lOc 1847 on Marysville cover is genu-
ine but I don't think my opinion should carry anywhere nearly so
much weight as yours, If the Marysville Postmark with "10" is not
known that does not help the cover any, As nearly as I could tell
the color was a good match for that used on the usual Marysville
markings and altho both postmark and grid were unknown to me yet I
did not feel sure they had never existed, At best the cover is a
freak - the 1l0Oc black being used in place of a 10c green, I have
seen one or a few other similar instances Wwhere the stamp was
allowed to pay postage and no evidence of postage due appeared,

The stamp appeared to have no other cancellation and I
could hardly imagine anyone going to such a lot of trouble and/or
expense to make such a fake, Of course if the Marysville "10" is a

rating for postage due only the stamp and grid would have to be
added,

The most puzzling thing to me is that the cover should
be sent east for an opinion when the data necessary to establish the
validity of the markings should be in California.

A 10c 1847 stuck on a cover and used from California
today might go through without question, I don't think such a
freak would be very valuable, If used to pay 1l0c worth of postage
it would be essentially the same as Dornt's cover,

I have absolutely no pride of opinion in the matter and
if you or anyone else can show that the thing is a fake =~
or probably a fake - I shall weleome that information,

Business rotten before the Hind sale but there has
been an improvement since and maybe something can be done with
your rev, blocks, I thought it was sold last fall but it didn't
stick, That places me in position to raise the price as you
indicated my valuation was too low,

With the season's best regards,

Sincerely
(signed) Elliott Perry

Hope the Shasta newspapers yield lots of pay dirt,



WM. K. ROWELL
CONCORD, N. H,
May 17, 1858
JOURNAL OF A VOYAGE TO CALIFORNIA.

WEST CONCORD, May 17, 1858, Today I am to leave my home, kindred and
friends for the distant land of California, I have been led to take
this voyage partly on account of my health, During the last three
years I have been engaged in teaching, My labors have been very hard
and together with the sad affliction that I have experienced have
greatly impaired my health, It is my intention now on reaching Cali-
fornia, if my health should improve, to engage in teaching, I mean
also to exert a good moral influence - to endeavor to promote Sabbath
Schools, My friends at home seem sad at the thought of my departure,
yet I think on the whole conclude that it is best for me to go.

NEW YORK CITY (Tuesday) 18th: Left home yesterday afternoon at about

two o'clock, Before leaving Mr, Tenney came in and Father read a

chapter in the Bible and we had a season of prayer, Mr., Tenney leading,
It was a very affecting scene to me and seemed so to all, I felt very
sad at leaving home, more so than I expected, yet I do not know that I
have regretted my decision, On account of the sadness that I felt at
leaving home I did not enjoy my ride to this place very much, I came"
by cars from Concord to a place called Allen's Point on Long Island, and
thence by a steam boat to this place, When I left home the trees were
just beginning to leave out, but very few farms had planted their corn,
Soon after entering Mass, I noticed that the apple trees were beginning
to blossom, My ride in this boat I enjoyed very well considering the
circumstances, I embarked in the boat at about ten O'clock and went to
bed about eleven o'clock, It was the first night that I ever slept on a
steam boat, I arose at about six o'clock, found that I was near the city.
Enjoyed the view along the Sound as we approached the city very much, It
rained most of the time so that it was not quite as pleasant as it would
otherwise have been, After reaching this place I went first to find.the
steamer for California, Had no difficulty in finding the vessel, It was
too early, however, to go on boards I went then to find a hotel and have
my baggage carried to it, I selected this place, the Lovejoy Hotel, be-
caunse it was near by and I was somewhat acquainted with it, My expenses
here are about $1,00 per day., MMy accommodations are very good, and the
board is fair, At about nine o'clock I went again to the steamer, found
I could go on board, selected my berth, went and paid for my ticket, a
second class cabin one for $200,00. It has rained most of the time today
so that I have not been about much,

WEDNESDAY, May 19th: There seems to be some prospect of fair weather; it
has not rained today neither has the sun shone much, I have walked about
the city some, visited the Battery and some other places of note, and
have written quite a number of letters, I have been again to the office
of the California steamer, There seem to be a great many on their way to
California, I noticed some at the office who had not money enough for
their tickets, They had rather long faces, I rather pitied them, There
are at this place as many as forty, I should think, bound for California.
I have this evening seen a man who spent some five years in Cglifornia,
He gave me some useful information,

THURSDAY MORNING, May 20th: This is the day of sailing - shall start at
two o'clocke I feel rather impatient to go. The prospect is that we
shall have a good day. I have at length taken passage in the "Star of

the West." I came on board at about ten o'clock, Already many passengers
were on board, The gangway to the ship was full of foot passengers and
carriages, From that time until the vessel started the crowd continued
to increase, There were a great many on board to take leave of thelr
friends. I was glad that I had done my bidding good-by before I came on
board, A steamship is the last place I should like to take leave of a
friend, A person with a §ong went around several times and called out
"All ashore that'!s going." At each time that he went around many left

the ship with almost breaking hearts, leaving those on board of their
friends in the same condition, But it was little sympathy that these
afflicted individuals received from the crowd, Sometimes a laugh would
be raised at their distress, A young fellow of sixteen or eighteen kissed
his brother, each with their eyes full of tears, This caused a shout of
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laughter, Some who had left the ship would come up once more through the
crowded gangway to take another last embrace and give one more kiss as if
they were to part forever, To me it was a sad scene, At a few minutes
past two we started. The pler was crowded to the farthest point with
gazers, some waving their handkerchiefs, some their hats and others shout-
ing and crying., And during all this time it rained tremendously, The
weter poured in torrents from the decks, Soon after we started awnings were
placed on the windward side of the vessel to keep out the wet, I was sorry
it rained for I wished to have a view of the Islands as we passed down the

~ North river, As it was the prospect was not very good, When we were well
on our way the Purser came along to see who had tickets, A string of men

~/ extended across the deck, and all whose tickets were checked were suffered
to go behind them, Then they went through the vessel, One man was found
stowed away among the baggage, hoping to steal a passage, but he was found,
dragged out and sent back in the Pilot Boat, When the Pilot Boat returned
I sent back three letters, one each to Father Rowell, Father Flint and Dr,
Phillips, I let them know I had gone. Quite a number had come down in the
steamer to go back in the Pilot Boat., Just as the boat was about to leave -
quite a squall arose which made it difficult for them to %et on board.
Two small boats carried the passengers with the "stowaway" from the steamer

o to the P,B. As they left it seemed as though the little boats must be up=-

‘ set at once, but they reached their place of destination in safety and the

~ one belonging to the steamer returned in safety., Soon after the Pilot )
Boat left the gong rang for supper., The second cabin passengers took tea
first, There did not seem to be a great rush to the table, I did not
choose to eat much, What I did eat I gave to the fish before eight o'clock
like many others. Quite a number were sea sick before I was taken and I
began to think I might escape, But it was not to be, I had to take my
turn, The sickness came on first with distress, then headache and lastly
vomiting as in the case of a sick headache, After I vomited I felt much
better, I expect a great many will be sick tonight, They make rather bad
work in the cabins, Women are groaning and children crying, I could not
sing "A 1ife on the rolling deep" now.

b
FRIDAY, May 21, 1858: This morning I arose early, before five, and went on
deck, They were just washing down, I had a chance to see the sun rise, It
looked most beautiful as it came up from out of the deep like a wvast ball
of fire, There were some clouds in the sky and they were slightly tinged

‘ with red. I had not been up long before I began to be sick again, I
vomited twice very freely and then felt very comforable during the day with
the exceéption of a little dizziness and headache, Think I did not suffer
near as much as many others, Found out last night who my berth mate was,
He was a pleasant young man from the West, Illinois I believe, Found he
did not approve of drinking or smoking, which was very agreeable to me, He
used some profane language of which I was sorry, I have become acquainted
with some of the passengers who are very agreeable acquaintances, There is
a Methodist minister on board who is married to a lady from Concord, His
name is Wilmot, He appears to be forty or forty-five years of age and his
wife about twenty., She dresses like a school girl, She wears quite a
fancy hat, Mr. Wilmot and his wife do not room together which seems a
little strange - think I should want my wife with me if she was on board,

I have become some acquainted with Mr, W, He appears like a very good man,
He has spent several years in California, He encourages me very much

' about engaging in a school at that place, He says that teachers are
needed there very much, and they can get good wages, There is also another
Methodist preacher in this vessel, a Bishop Scott. He resembles Dr, Bonton
of Concord very much, The Bishop has been quite a traveler, having been
to Cglifornia, Oregon, Africa and some other distant places. I find him
very ready to converse and to give accounts of his travels., He also en~
courages me in establishing a school in California, I have been a bout the
vessel considerable today, found many companies playing cards, at one time
I think there were ten sets of card players, Some were drinking, some
sleeping, some reading, some at work sewing and knitting and others doing
nothing, I think a great deal may be learned of human nature from the
passengers on board, Think I shall notice some of them in particular by
and bye There are some characters worthy of description., This evening I

~ saw the sun set at sea for the first time, It did not go down behind the
hills as at home, but seemed to drop out of sight, A few belts of clouds
were in the West, and these were colored with a tinge of red. During the

- day I have watched the sails as they come into sight and then disappear,

: At one time I could see nine and I think there was no time when I could see
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none, This evening has been most beautiful, I have been on the upper
deck most of the time from sunset till ten o'clock., Around the upper
deck there is a railing and along this there are seats for passengers.
Here many come up to behold the beauties of the sea by moonlight, The
moon will be full in a few nights and will make the venings most beauti-
ful during fair weather., I watched the stars as they came out one after
the other and thought of those who had often been with me as I gazed

upon its starry heavens, especially of my dear Augusta who a year ago

was with me at Pembroke but now sleeps beneath the ground, The grass is
green on her grave and the rose bushes are growing by its side. I have
been walking about the deck for some time singing, whistling and thinking,
I am thankful that I am now so well and hope that I may thus continue,

One privilege I miss, I have no place to go for secret prayer., Every
part of the vessel is occupied. But I hope my prayers are uttered with
heart if not with the 1ips, I find time to read my Bible and hope I shall
read it still more, Now and then I see a passenger with a testament or
Bible. Most of the books however among the passengers seem to be novels,

SATURDAY, May 22nd: It is Saturday night - how different from the Satur-
day nights that I have enjoyed during the past few months does this seem,
A Saturday night on board a ship. No prayer meeting is here but dancing,
drinking and playing cards, There are three ministers on board but they
gay nothing about a meeting., Tonight I think of home, of the little
prayer meeting that will there be held, Tonight prayer will be raised
for the absent one upon the sea, May God hear those prayers, and may I

be enobled to pray more fluently myself, I think too of those with whom

I have been associated during the past winter and spring, of the good
meetings that we had at the Academy. I wonder how many of the scholars
who there used to meet are thinking of me tonight, I hope that some of
them are at prayer meetings and hope that they are preparing themselves
for the Sabbath and for greater usefulness, I should like to be at the
Academy this evening and attend the prayer meeting which I hope is held
there, This morning at about two o'clock I am told that we passed the
dreaded point, Cape Hatteras., This is called the worst place for a «
rough sea in the voyagees I did not notice anything different from the
preceeding night, The day has been pleasant, The wind has changed from
N.We to NeE. It is estimated that we are now in the trade winds which
blow from that part this season of the year, But few sails have been
noticed today, three only I believe, I have seen but two, In the morn-
ing before breakfast I sat for some times on deck with Bishop Scott., He
pointed out to me some birds which I had not before seen; they were called
water-birds that are never seen except on the wing; where they rest is a
mystery, I am told that they are seen on all parts of the sea, They
never come very near a vessel, not near enough to be shot and hence are
never taken, They appear white as they fly up and down on the water, They
are supposed to live on the fish that they take from the sea as they dart
down, I also noticed some birds following the smoke of the vessel, These
are called Mother Cary's Chickens, They were about as large as a Martin
bird, and black with a little white on their necks, There were many of
these birds, A few flying fish were also seen, I had a glimpse at one
but not so as to describe it, ©Seaweed has been sbundant during the day.
Last evening a little fuss was had with a negro waiter, He occupied a
sofa in the second cabin and was insolent to one of the passengers, Quite
a number of these negros sleep in the second cabin, Some of the passengers
have threatened to drive them out., I rather hope they will for I do not
like their actions, They seem to think they are a little better than white
folks, Today they have been giving passengers a chance to get at thelr
trunks, though the darkeys have not been very accommodating about it., To-
morrow will be the Sabbath, but I fear we shall have no Sabbath here,

SUNDAY, May 23rd: Today is Sunday upon land but not upon the sea, There
was no religous service on account of the roughness of the water., I have
been very seasick, so much so that I hardly knew what to dos I think I
never felt so bad in my life. I was so weak and languid that I could
hardly raise my hand to my head, A great many of the passengers have been
sick, some who have seemed to be perfectly well before, I have thought
today of last Sabbath when I attended church with my friends at home and
listened to my own minister, Mr, Tenney. I thought of the mention that

he made for me in his prayer, and then of his parting words on Monday,

How pleasant it would be tonight to be at home with my friends, away from
the profanity to which I am obliged to listen here, It is growing warmer
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and I expect soon that we shall suffer severely from the heat,

MONDAY, May 24: Today 1 feel some better, but it is sad for me to go about
the ship and see the sick; some look almost as if they were about to die,
I had supposed before I shipped that the second cabin passengers would
have some care taken of them if they were sick, but it seems to me now
that they do not, There is a surgeon belonging to the vessel but he seems
to care little for the sick, he had rather drink his champagne and smoke
his cigar., He receives a handsome salary per month I am told, and yet if
one goes to him for advise or medicine he must be paid for it. This seems
to me very wronge I do not like most of the officers and crew of this
steamer, I do not think they try to render the passengers comfortable,
Some of the passengers who were not sick have endeavored to do something
for the afflicted., There is a lady passenger who has made herself very
useful in taking care of the sick and the children of those who were un-
well, Also an English man has been very kind and done far more to relieve
the wants of the afflicted than the styled surgeon, I found an old man

on board who had been sick ever since he started and had taken little or
nothing to eat, He thought if he could have some gruel he could eat it
on deck, I went to one of the stewards and asked for the stewardess who I
knew had carried gruel on deck, but was told that she could not get him any
unless I knew his berth, I went and found out his number, but then I must
find the man who took care of his berth, and after all could get no gruel
but some poor tea, It is too bad that humen beings must suffer as they do
here without care, There is a little girl here about twelve or thirteen
years of age who has been sick all the time; she seems just gone, yet none
of the ship's crew seem to care for her, I am now writing in the saloon
of the first cabin, It is a terrible noise, I should think there were
eight or ten babies crying with all their might, poor things. I do not
wonder at its At the next table there is a party playing cards, others
are reading and some are drinking. It is now very warm and the heat will
probably increase until we reach Aspinwall, We are now nearly a thousand
miles from New York.

TUESDAY, May 25th: Today has been rather an eventful one, Early in the
morning we had a fine shower, which laid the sea and cooled the air,
During the night it was very warm, especially in the second cabin, The
sick seemed very much improved in the mprning and have continued to im-
prove during the day. At about eight o'clock I went on deck with the
assurance that land was not more than twenty miles distant, I was on the
lookout for land during nearly an hour but could see none, 1 came down
onto the main deck at one o'clock and had just rested myself in a cool
place to read when I heard that a steamer was in sight, I went to the
upper deck and soon saw the vessel steaming toward us, I also saw land at
nearly the same time, which was rather a joyful sight to those not used

to the sea and who had not seen land for nearly five long days. I was
sorry that I had not finished some of my letters that I might have sent
home, The steamer was the Moses Taylor., She seemed to be crowded with
passengers, We learned from the captain of the vessel that the Golden

Age had broke her shaft on her downward passage so that we should be
obliged to take another steamer on the other side, This was a great dis-
appointment to many on board for the Golden Age is one of the finest
vessels afloat. A boat was sent from the Age (sic) to our vessel and a
poor fellow who had tried to steal passage home was put on board to be
sent back, Papers were received from Cglifornia and New York papers handed
to the passengers on the Age, The captains spoke with each other for a
moment, the passengers cheered, two guns were fired and then we moved on:as
before, Dyring the day I saw a water spout, a new sight to me, The land
that we saw was Crooked Island, For several hours we could see islands or
parts of the one mentioneds They were surrounded by coral reefw, This
passage is the most dangerous part of the voyage as I am told, I have the
assurance that if I will be up by six in the morning I shall see a part of
Cuba.

WEDNESDAY, May 26th: This morning I arose early to get a sight of Cuba.

I had but a very indistinct view of it. We passed to the West of us at
about six o'clock, Clouds were hanging over it for several hours, 1
could see no settlements, nothing but rocks, hills and trees, A little
after noon we passed St. Domingo, but this island was seen very dimly in
the distance, After passing this place we made directly for an island
called Nevossa., This we reached at about dark, Before reaching it we saw
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blocks of birds directing their course to it, This is a guano island
claimed by the United States, When we were passing it we saw a flash

gs of a gun and heard a report, A rocket was sent up from our ship and
then a torch was held up, A light was soon seen upon the island and con=-
tinued for a long time, The captain concluded that there were some on
the island in distress and turned about the vessel to make for the island,
When within a mile or so the first mate with four of the crew were sent
out to the island., On their return it was found that there were indivi-
duals on the island who were there collecting guano and had been taken
prioners by the government of St. Domingo who have set up a claim to the
Island, They wished to send a letter home to their employers and to the
U, S. Govermment, We were detained by this operation some three hours,

THURSDAY, 27th: I have now been out at sea a week and more, Today has
been pleasant but the sea rather rough though it has not made many sick,
This evening has been most beautiful, I have never seen such beautiful
clouds before, some almost black and others changing to almost fleecy
whiteness,

FRLDAY, 28th: This morning I arose at about six o'clock and washed in
fresh water for the first time since I came on board; for this privilege
I paid twenty-five cents, There has been but little sun during the day;
it has been cloudy and hazy, but no.rain, Today has been the day for N
weighing baggage, and a hard day it has been, both for those who handled
the baggage and those who owned ite A great part of it was down in the
hold of the vessel and had to be raised on deck, weighed and then put back
again, I understand that there are on board some 1500 trunks; a huge
pile they make, Many of the passengers have been writing today, A boy
is placed in a convenient place to receive all the letters, I have
written quite a number and have some still unfinished, We hope tomorrow
to reach Aspinwall, but not much before night, It seems to me now that

I should rejoice to be on land once more, Tonight some young ladies

have been singing on deck, They have sung the songs that my dear Augusta
RRXARBRXIXREXRYERIREE xeRx kR xpend xnearxharxkemey used to sing, "Do They
Miss Me at Home?" and "My Willie is on the Dark Blue Sea," It brought °
to mind the meny pleasant hours that I had spent with Augusta on moonlight
evenings on the pond near her home., I can never hear the last song without
almost weeping wherever I may be, Many things bring to mind my dear lost
wife., Oh, how lonely I feel at times, ©Shall I ever have a home again
and be happy?

SATURDAY, 29th: This morning I arose with the hope that I should see land
but it was cloudy and rainy and no land was to be seen, Passengers were con-
stantly inquiring if we should reach the Isthmus by noon, if we could
cross today, &nd the like, All seemed anxious to be on land once more,

I felt the same anxiety., A little before noon however land hove in sight
and much to the joy of all, As the clouds cleared away the broken hills
of the Isthmus appeared. The hills were as broken as those about the
White Mountains, but better covered with vegetation, I was very mch
interested to notice these hills as we passed along, some were very high
and regular, others were low, some were sugarloafed, others very pointed,
some seemed separated from the rest, Now and then an island arose out of
the sea along the coast. The forest resembled very much our maple and
oak forests but of a darker green, As we passed along for the first time
I saw the fish called the porpoise, They were quite large wéighing some
thirty or forty pounds, perhaps more., They were spotted like a brook
trout. We were not able to land until about four o'clock and then for the
first time I stepped on foreign soil, I went with Mr. Wilmot to the
Howard House in Aspinwall, which has the name of being the best house in
the place. They take all the advantage possible, In company with lr,
Wilmot and wife with Bishop Scott I went about town, The town is built
in a mud hole or rather on a very low island, They have improved the
place by hauling in gravel, There were a few fine looking buildings but
most were miserable looking places, I visited some of the native huts,
They were built mostly of bamboo and thacheds The main object seemed

to be to make them cool, The natives resembled both the Indian and the
Negro, seeming to be a mixture of both. They are very lazy 1 am told.
They take up some four rods square of ground, set out a few plantains

and a little other vegetable matter, and it suffices for their sustenance.
They are very ignorant, caring for nothing except gratifying the

appetite and the passions., There was a very rich vegetation wherever I
went, but of all the trees, the flowers, the fruit and grass I had never
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seen any of them before in their native clime. There were vast quantities
of insects and animals about, land crabs as large as the hand, and others
whose names I could not learn, I went along the beach for a short distance
and found that the Island was of coral formation, There were multitudes of
beautiful shells on the shore but I did not collect these as I could not
well carry them, I saw a wild grape tree. It was somewhat like an eln,
the fruit grew in clusters like grapes and when ripe was of a reddish color.
I noticed that every thing made of wood quickly decayed, Buildings which
could have been buiklt but a short time were tumbling down, Posts standing
in the water were eaten off by a worm, I order to make them durable they
have to be covered with copper. They have a chapel here but I found that
the chaplain had gone away, His name was Rowell from some place in New
Hampshire, It would have been very pleasant for me to have met him here,
The inhabitants are very filthy; they live with the hogs. These animals

I noticed all about chained like dogs. The character of the people I will
not further describe until tomorrow, which will be the Sabbath at home,

SUNDAY, May 30th: Sabbath in Christian lands, I arose this morning not .
very much refreshed by sleep. It was very warm and then the noise in the
streets and the visitors were intolerable, Such a noisy place I have never
before seen, I did not dare to go out alone far in the evening, The
natives were collected together in various places with their instruments of
music and were having a kind of dance, A great number of female negroes
were upon the street apparently in their best attire and endeavoring to show
of f to the best advantage, I understand that the women here are very
dissolute and profligate., I noticed a great many of them smoking cigars
like men, Formerly many of the miners, on their return from California,
used to spend great quantities of money on these miserable wretches, I have
not seen a single indication today to denote that it was the Sabbath, I do
not think there are two men in the place who care or pay any regard to the
Sabbath, All the stores were open and people were drinking and swearing
as on other days, Every store I think sells liquor, The passengers were
very anxious to get away from the place. Bubt few slept last night on
account of the heat, the insects, filth and noise, I purchased a few
articles of necessity at Aspinwall, We started much to the joy of all at
about nine o'clock, I went into the last car and had-a fine situation for
seeing and for comfort, It was very warm when we started, but soon a show-
er came up and made the atmosphere very comfortable, As we passed along I
noticed the shrubbery, flowers and trees, The s0il was of a reddish color
as if it contained oxide of iron, the road led through swamp land most of
the way, The vegetation was very rank and thick, so much so that it was
impossible I think for a person to go through it, There were multitudes
of palm trees, bamboo and plantain, From the tall trees vines were hang-
inge, They seemed to run up the trunk of the tree and then come down from
the branches, The vines were very fine, some of them without a leaf and
like cotton thread, The leaves of most of the vegetables were very wide,
There were huts and ranches owned by the natives all along the route. The
children were as naked as when they were born, The huts were like those
in Agpinwall, made of poles and covered with bamboo, They cultivate but

a small patch, not more than ten or twelve rows seemingly., Their animals
are hogs or fowls, One thing I forgot in speaking of Aspinwall, there
were a multitude of birds called the buzzard, They are of the species of
the crow, only two or three times as large., They are the street cleaners,
they consume all the filth and offal that is thrown out in the street.
These birds I noticed all along the road. There were also multitudes of
other birds, many of them of beautiful plumage, some of them also were
quite musical, I noticed on one tree as many as fifteen hanging bird's
nests resembling the nests of the golden robin, We noticed some very fine
Mexican cattle, They were as fine I think as I have ever seen, I noticed
but few horses, The road lies along the Chagres River, This river is
very crooked and so is the railroad, This road was built at great expense
both of 1life and property. There are probably but few places in the world
more unhealthy for those who are not of the tropical regions., Many Irish=-
men worked on this road and many of them laid their bones by its side,
Station houses are built every four miles, These are kind of boarding
houzes for those who keep the road in repair, The road is not in ex~
cellent condition, We made one stop on the road at the height of land on
the Isthmus, A physician is employed by the company to visit all these
station houses nearly every day to visit the sick, A great many have the
Panama fever, We had two or three very severe showers during our ride.

We reached Panama at about two o'clock. It rained very hard there at the
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time and we made no stop there, The company are fearful of difficulty
between the passengers and the inhabitants of this place, There were
soldiers stationed on each side of the cars as we came in to preserve order,
So far as I could judge the city of Panama had a very beautiful snd sub-
stantial appearance. Most of the buildings seemed to be of stone, It
rained very bad as we left the cars to take a small steamer which was to
take us to the Sonora, We had a very unpleasant passage., There was a
great bustle as we reached the steamer., The Sonora has a much better
appearance than the Star of the West. My sleeping apartment is very poor,

MONDAY, May 3lst: Last night was the most unpleasant one that I have
passed since I left home, The heat was intolerable. I had a severe
headache all night and it has continued during most of the day, There
were many disturbances during the night., The passengers were noisy. They
complained bitterly of the rats that seemed to be very plentiful in the
ship, Apout nine o'clock an alarm was raised that a person was robbing
the clothes in the berths, Many of the women after this could not sleep.
I felt of my things and found all safe, and then lay down again, The in-
dividual who was supposed to be guilty of the theft was taken and hung up
on the upper deck by his hands and after several hours put ashore, Great
complaint has been made of losing articles from the berths, One lady

lost fifty dollars from her dress poecket, Some gentlemen lost their
coats, some their carpet bags and valises, some their shirts and boots,
Some FEmkimmmmxiImxkxkhmiw also had their trunks broken open, All seem
very fearful of the crew; all of the losses are charged to them, The
morning and forenoon has been exceedingly hot. In the afternoon we had

a smart shower which cooled the air very much, Four war vessels are lying
at anchor at a short distance from our steamer, One came in but a day or
two since, There is some prospect that they will open upon Panama, The
difficulty that occurred there two years ago between the passengers on the
railroad and the inhabitants of the place has never been settled, A
settlement is now demanded by our Government and if the authorities of
Panama do not give satisfaction, their city will probably be battered
down, The vessels are now within cannon shot of the city, We have been
very anxious today for the Grenada to come in, whose passengers are to go
up on board the Sonora, The passengers came about half past three o'clock,
There were 485 came on board, which with the number that we already had
will make something more than a thousand, They were rather a rough look-
ing set take them together, We have an addition of 105 to the Second
Cebin, We started on our way very soon after the arrival of the passengers
of the Grenada, The harbor where we have been lying during much of the
day is a most beautiful one., On three sides it is surrounded by hills.,
These hills are covered with vegetation to their very tops., Multitudew
of sea fowl are seen flying in all directions. Great numbers of fish are
seen in the waters, A few were taken by some of the passengers. I have
not yet tasted of any fruit and do not intend to until tomorrow, It is
not considered healthy to eat much fruit here, It seems rather a hard-
ship not to taste of the rich pineapples, oranges, lemons and other fruits
exposed for sale at a low price, I learned f rom one of the passengers of
the Grenada that one of their crew, the third mate, died on the way, It
was feared that the passengers of that boat would bring sickness on board,
but I can not learn that they have,

TUESDAY, June 1lst: Our vessel is steadily moving on its course, though
not very fast., Last night I siept very well, it rained much of the

night and was a little cooler, Many of the passengers slept on deck,
some in the saloon on sofas, tables and floor, some had stands arranged
for them on a porch or something like a piazza around the saloon, These
latter have very good accommodations in fair weather, but when it rains
it is rather unpleasant, There was not so much disturbance during the
night as on the preceeding, though some met with losses. Today we have
been moving along the coast of New Granada in sight of land. It is a
mountainous coast, the hills and mountains are covered with dense forests,
Nothing of especial interest has occurred today, I have seen some large
black looking fish, some eight or ten feet long, I should think, but
could not learn what they were, I have been forming new acquaintances
during a few days past. My seat at the table comes between two young
ladies, One is married, the other comes from the state of New York, She
seems quite pleasant, and I think will be a very agreeable acquaintance,
I do not like however some of her associates. The fine dining saloon

of this vessel is tonight filled with card players. I wish they could
spend their time in some other way.
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WEDNESDAY, June 2d: Awoke this morning in the midst of a shower., I siept
on deck for the first time. Found it very comfortable, but was broken

of my sweet slumber by the rain falling in large drops upon me, I went
down into the cabin and was intending to take my berth but a lady wished
it and I gave it up to her and sat on a stool for an hour and a half,

Many other passengers who had sought the deck for a cool resting place
were disturbed by the rain, Some however not until they were pretty well
drenched. I found today that at 12 M, yesterday we had gone 162 miles and
were in latitude 7°10! North and longitude 800 55! West, They are dancing
on the upper deck, A little boy who has bheen sitting by his mother at my
right says he wishes to go and see them for it reminds him of Kentucky,
The day has passed off about as usual and the weather has been very warm,
This morning when I went to my coat to get my pen'to write, which I kept
in a little box, I found that my gold and pearl studs-were gone, I think
they were taken by the one who took care of my berth, Articles continue
to be lost by other indiwiduals, We have today been sailing about N,W,
along the coast of New Grandda., I noticed some very high mountains, some
for the most of the time covered with clouds, This afternoon I saw a

very large school of porpoises., There were hundreds I should think, some
jumped eight or ten feet out of water,

THURSDAY, June 3d: Had a refreshing sleep last night, notwithstanding the 3
heate On going upon deck found that we were out of sight of land and that
we had entéred the Gulf of Tehauntepec. We shall not see land again pro-
bably until Saturday morning. The day has been pleasant and comfortable
generally for me, although some have complained bitterly of the heat,
Nothing of particular interest has occurred; men and women are lounging
about on deck and in the cabins as if they were sick of the sea, Companies
are seen most of the time playing cards and a few are found reading. The
children seem to enjoy themselves the best I believe, There are on board,
I have learned today, about 120 children, Twenty of them are under one
year of age., If Barnum was here we might have a baby show, The children
commence playing early in the morning and continue all day, They have '
their sports of various kinds, hide and seek, playing horse, climbing
roofs, and other amusements, They seem never at a loss for sport. The
girls, some of them, have their dolls, the boys their ships, guns and
pinhooks, I have found out today that there on board about 1200 souls.

We have men and women nearing sixty years of age, and from that down to
infants of three months, There are representatives of almost every state
in the Union and from almost every clime, There is the Jew and Gentile,
the Negro and the Indian, the Russian officer and the American, I could
not begin to tell from how many countries we have representatives. I am
almost obliged at this time to stop writing on account of some Germans

who are playing cards at my right, They seem to be a little excited and
are jabbering tremendously, Many others are playing cards about me in

the dining salon and multitudes are dancing to the music of the fiddle

on the deck above me. I have been informed today that one woman has died
and one child, These have been thrown over-board secretly., How sad it
seems to leave the world and be consigned to a watery grave, away from
kindred and friends, There is some sickness on the ship., During the
twenty-four hours ending yesterday at 12 M. we ran 252 miles and are in
lat, 8°40!' N and long. 84°95!' W,

FRIDAY, June 4th: This has been a long warm lazy day. The passengers
have been lounging about seeming very anxious to have time pass away,
Cards seem to be the only amusement, with the exception now and then of
a game of checkers, Tonight there are so many at play that I can hardly
get a chance at mither table although the tables are a hundred feet longe
Last night some more depradations were committed among the berths of the
women. I understand that the offender, one of the waiters, has been
arrested and put in irons, I have spent my time todey in reading, sleep=~
ing and conversation, I have not felt quite as well as usual, We have
moved today 245 miles and are in lat 12%46' N. and in long,. 91934 W,

We are still passing the Gulf of Tehauntepec. We expedt to reach
Acapulco on Sunday night if nothing happens, From that place we shall
have an opportunity to send back letters,

SATURDAY, June 5th: We had a heavy shower last night, and it rained quite
hard this morning as I arose. I felt quite well, Soon after the shower
the wind changed from south to east nearly and blew very hard. We have
had the roughest sea today since I left New York City, Many were sick but
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I have yet escaped. Some very heavy seas struck the vessel and the water
came in over the bulwarks, Some were a little fearful, But this evening
the sea 1s better and the prospect is that by midnight it will be quite
calm, Land came,in sight at about six o'clocks We have run today 240
miles and are 14827! lat, and 95912' long, It 1s expected that we shall
reach the Mexican city Acapulco sometime tomorrow afternoon, I wish it
were on some other day, I do not like to have the Sabbath broken in upon
in this way, I hope that during a part of the day, at least, we shall have
religious services, How good it would seem to have a sermon, How I should
enjoy being at home to-night. I should like to attend the little prayer
meeting which will be held there., How much better it would be than to be
here among the card players; for tonight the passengers are engaged as ever
with their cards, some have their bottles,

SUNDAY, June 6th: I arose not very early this mwrning, It seems that on
board vessels as well as at other places people do not hurry on the Sabbath
The morning bids for a pleasant day, I learned soon after breakfast that

we were to have religious services from Bishop Scotts I was impatient for
the hour to arrive when the service was to commence, I had not heard a
sermon or a prayer for more than two weeks, something that never happened
before in my life and I hope never again, The services were conducted in the
Dining Salon, and it was well filled, The services were commenced with
singing and then reading of the scripture and prayer, The opening prayer
was offered by Rev, Mr.Wilmot, The sermon was féinded on a text from
Hebrews, "It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living God."

I never enjoyed a sermon like this, I was sc glad that tears often came
into my eyes, The Bishop was very faithful in his remarks, speaking of

some of the great sins that have been practiced aboard the vessel, We had

a wicked audience, although most paid good attention, yet but few believed
that he said, judging from the conversation afterward, After services we
began to near land and I learned that letters could be left at Acapulco |
to be taken back, and as I had several comnmenced I concluded to finish them |
and send them home, I sent one to each of the following individuals: |
Dea Ina Rowell, Amos Flint, Esq., BeH.Phillips, M.D., Miss Helen M, Tenney,
Miss Mary F Steele, After finishing my letters I went on deck and waited
patiently for the vessel to reach the harbor of Acapulco, which was not un
til about five o'clock, The harbor is one of the finest in the world; the
entrance is quite narrow, and in front of it there is an island, so that
the entrance would not be noticed by a stranger. The steamer stopped at
this place to take in coal and water., As it would stop some four or five
hours I concluded to go ashore, although I was not really sure it was right.
As soon as we entered the harbor a multitude of boats came out to meet us,
some having officers on board, some having fruits and some to carry
passengers ashore., Before going ashore I looked at the blacks who earried
the coal on board., They were very much like the natives that I saw at
Aspinwall, and mostly naked. They were rather quiet in carrying on their
work, Those who brought fruit handed it up in baskets. There were other
natives swimming about in the water, If a passenger threw a dime into the
waterd they would dive after it and catch it in their mouths: it seemed
quite a feat to a stranger, After several boat loads had left the steamer
I concluded to take a passage. The boatmen were zbout azikiskxax kimEk

as thick as hack drivers at a steamboat landing in New York Citye The fare
was fifty cents. It commenced raining soon after I left the vessel so that
it was not very pleasant, Just as we landed from the boat the bells of

the cathedral were chiming for vespers, and directing my steps immediately
to the place found it appeared to be closed, and I waited until the wor-
shipers began to come out. At length I was permitted to enter by taking
off my hat, At the door stood the cistern of holy water: now and then one
came and wet the hand and put it on his forehead. As the people came out

I could but notice their devout appearance, something like a smile

appeared on their countenances., I have never seen people who seemed to
have such respect for the sanctuary as these ignorant black Indians
appeared to have, The men, women and children had a much better dress than
usual. The women wore long shawls on their heads which concéaled a part of
the countenances, Some were very a ged, There were no seats in the build-
ing; all knelt upon the stone floor, The building was of stone and quite
large, looking something like a church in New York City., The windows were
rather small and round like portholes. There were many ornaments about the
walls., There was an image of the Virgin Mary and of Christ with the blood
streaming from his forehead., Wax candles were burning all about the room
when we went in, but were soon put out by an attendant, The pulpit and
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altar were built in a handsome and costly style., There were some pictures
and little trinkets around it. There was an organ playing as we went in
which sounded most beautifully to me who had had no music for a long a
time, I noticed an 0ld cathedral in ruins at a little distance from the
one that I visited, but did not go to it, There was also a fort at a
short distance, but this I did not visit, I noticed that it was mounted
with a few guns and occupied an excellent position for cormmending the
entrance, The natives were selling cakes and fruits as at Aspinwall; they
also had many little curiosities, such as coral, shells, and the like,
together with various birds and little animals, If it had been a week day
and fair I should have liked to have spent a much longer time there; as it
was I was rather glad to get back to our steamer with a wetting. It was
nearly eleven ofclock before the coal, water and animals were put on
board so that we could move on our way again, Tonight as I was seated in
the saeloon talking with a Mrs, Smith about the religious services of the
morning a lady near by spoke of the last hymn that they sang as being

very familiar, It was the hymn set to Denis in the Songs of Zion, She
said that she became familiar with it in the Temple Melodies., I told

her that I once used that book in school where I taught in Peacham, Vt,
When I mentioned Peachem she told me that she was from that place and on
telling her my name she was perfectly surprised. She said that she often
saw me while at Peachem, that I passed her door several times a day, We
had been on the boat for two weeks and a half and had not met before, To "
me it was very pleasant to meet such an acquaintance, She is going out

to California to meet her husband; seems to be a pious good woman, think I
shall enjoy her society very much hereafter, Her name is Cowles; her
Husband has been gone some six or seven years, She was the first person
that I had met from Peacham to have any conversation with, and it was

very pleasant to learn about friends there, We had gone today at twelve
256 miles and were in lat, 16°27!' and long. 99°69',

MONDAY,7th: The morning bid fair for a pleasant dey and we were not de-
ceived, althoughk it was warm, We have been coasting along the shore, in
sight of land all day, The coast is very mountainous and rocky, the surf
of the sea beats high upon the rocks. Multitudes of sea fowl are seen
all alonge. Nothing of very speal interest occurred during the day, We
made 172 miles and reached lat, 17935! and long. 101°50', Today for the
first time I washed myself thoroughly all over and changed my shirt;

it seemed really good., I spent several hours today very pleasantly in
conversation with Mrs, Cowles. I have thought that before I reached

San Francisco I should notice some of the more distinguished of the
passengers or the most singular and prominent, but do not know as I can
do it now., The wickedness of the men I have had occasion often to notice.
I have been surprised to find so many western people on board, There

are a great many from the states to which the New England people are
constantly emigrating, Some of the distinguishing characteristics of the
men are that they have long beards, smoke, swear intolerably, drink and
wear monstrous rings on their fingers, the flat surfaces of many of them
are as large as a dime, I should have mentioned also that they are card
players., The women look like womgn generally with the exception they
nearly all wear rings, or large drops in their ears which I utterly
despise, I have always said that I would as soon see rings in the nose
as in the ear, Tomorrow morning we espect to touch at Manzanillo, a
Mexican town, for specie,

TUESDAY, 8th: This morning I arose not much rested frommy night's sleep.

T did not retire until late and sweat very profusely during the night,
which makes me feel weak in the morning. I arose earlier than usual for
the sake of seeing the town that we were to approach., We were quite near
the shore when I went on deck, and I found a comfortable breeze there, I
took a seat and remained there until we came to a final stop in the harbor,.
The harbor was good, well defended by rocks and hills, though not so well
as the harbor of Acapulco. We understood that the town was blockaded by
the Government party, there being difficulty in Mexico between the govern-
ment and the insurgents, There were some lMexican war vessels in the
harbor; they looked very small compared with our vessel, They had no
objection to our approach, We soon learned from a man who came out in a
boat that there was no specie for us, hence we left as quickly as possible.
Unless something happens we shall not stop again until we reach San
Fprancisco, which we hope to do in a week from yesterday., I do not see
that there is a great difference in the appearance of the coast from
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Panama uwp to this place, I have seen little or no land that appeared to
be susceptible of cultivation, I understand that in the interior there
are fertile valleys, I still notice multitudes of birds and porpoises,

At night the phosphorescent light is seen about the ship on the water and
for a great distance behind it, While in the harbor at Acapulco this
light gave to the water the appearance of the starry heavens; it was most
beautiful, I have today watched the surf as it has dashed high upon the
rocks or after striking a rock in the water raced along on the waves,

It seemed to rise twenty to thirty feet in some places and I noticed one
instance where there was a large rock out in the sea and when the wave
struck this the surf or spray seemed to pass on f or many rods and gave

the appearance of a steam engine moving at a rapid rate, Before night

we lost sight of land and we shall probably not see it again until we
cross the Gulf of California, which we hope to do by Thursday morninge. I
have not yet had the pleasure of seeing a whale, but I have the assurance
of several passengers that I shall before reaching California, We have
made today 225 miles and have resched lat., 19016!' long. 105°19', Tonight
the sky has had a most brilliant appearance, I sat on the wheel house '
and watched it for a long time, As the sun was setting there were many
clouds in the West, There were three strata of them, The upper one was
composed of a rose shot with here and there an opening where the deep blue
showed throughes This sheet of cloud at the horizon was of a brilliant xed,
it became lighter colored as it approached its zenith and there was of a
smoke color, all the shades betwéen this and a deep red were found in the
quarter of a circle mentioned, The second set of clouds were of the long
belt-like kind and were of a yellowish tinge. The lowest set were the
flying fleecy kind and seemed almost like smoke only a little lighter,
From the Zenith down to the horizon on the east the clouds darkened and at
the bottom were almost black, Taken all together a most spiendid appear-
ance such as I have never seen in the East,

WEDNESDAY, June 9th: Last night was cools The men put on their thick
coats and the ladies their shawls, I enjoyed a very good night's rest,
This morning the wind is blowing strongly from the northwest and the *
vessel rocks considerably - expect it will be still stronger before we
cross the Gulf. The air has been growing more chilly during the day and
tonight it is so cold that all are glad to get around the smoke pipe to
keep warm, Today I have been quite unwell, suffering from a severe head-
ache, I have written and read but very little.

THURSDAY, 1O0th: It is still cold and we are not in sight of land, It is
supposed however that we have passed the Gulf, A little before noon we
came in sight of an island, a vast rock some miles in length, I could not
see a single indication of vegetation upon it, I judge it is frecuented
only by birds which procure their food from the sea., The steamer Inde-
pendence was once wrecked upon this island as I learn, Other vessels have
grounded here, We have run today 225 miles and are in lat, 230561 long.
111°919', I have been guite unwell today. The headache of yesterday still
continues and I have a slight attack of diarrhoea, I hope however that

it is nothing serious. The cool weather has infused new life into most of
the passengers. The young men are upon deck practicing gymnastics of
every kind, I have felt so poorly today that I have done nothing at
writing and but little at readinge I fear I shall not have my letters
ready for the returning steamer,

FRIDAY, June 1lth: The weather is a little milder this morning and it is
really comfortable to have it a little warmer, notwithstanding we have
suffered so much from the heat, I feel considerably better though I am
not fully well of my diarrhoea, Passengers are becoming very impatient

to reach San Francisco, They are tired of the monotony of the sea. The
children seem to be the only ones who are not anxious to reach land, Time
begins to pass heavily with me, I find it difficult to write, and I do not
enjoy reading all the time, There are but few passengers with whom l.can
enjoy conversation, More and more each day I am becoming disgusted with
the conduct of the passengers, I have become more and more convinced of
the need of good men to go out to call those who go not for wealth alone,
There are many rich men on board, some worth their hundreds of thousands
and their millions, but how little does wealth seem to do toward insuring
real happiness, I would much rather live in a little cottage back in New

Hampshire with the blessings of the Tedigion of Christ then to have all
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their wealth if my enjoyment must be like theirs, I feel more determined
than ever to engage in school teaching and to endeavor so far as I can to
exert a Christian influence over those with whom I may associate, I have
wished many times, since I became acquainted with the persons going to
California, that I was prepared to preach the Gospel. But I trust that

if my heart is right God will open a way by which I may be made useful,

We have today made 234 miles and are in lat, 20°44!' and long. 114°187,

We have seen but little land during the day, Multitudes of sea gulls

have been following us and come close to the shipy, Some of the passengers
have tried to kill them with their revolvers but have not succeeded.

SATURDAY, June 1l2th: We have cloudy mornings now but no rain; the clouds
clear away during the forenoon, We are moving on at our usual rate,
During a day or two past I have been reading Mayson on Self-Knowledge, I
purchased the book at the request of my father, I have found it a very
interesting and profitable book and feel thankful that he urged me to read
ite I hope I may be profited by it, in.being able to search myself more
and to correct my faults and prepare myself for greater usefulness, I
have also been reading the Lives of the Three Mrs, Judsons, I have been
very much interested in the work and affected by the trials and sufferings
that they were called to experience in their labors for Christ, I had no
idea of what the first missionaries suffered until I read this book. I
have today visited the steerage in company with Mrs., Cowles, I never saw
a much more unpleasant place before for human beings to live in, Nine
hundred or more are crowded together in a very smell compass, A great
part meemed to be foreigners, There were many women and children, I wonder
that there is not more sickness on board., Today I have felt comfortably
well although I have not dared to eat much, We have gone today 230 miles
and reached lat, 29°40' and long. 1179061,

SUNDAY, June 13th: Sabbath has come once more and I have rejoiced to see
ite I have often wished that it would come every day; the card playing
then ceases and the profanity and vulgarity in a measure - there seems to
be a little quiet. This morning quite a little incident occurred. As the
engine was stopped to make some little repair about it, the passengers

on going to one side of the vessel caused it to turn on that side. This
frightened them and they ran to the other side, which made it still worse
and the vessel commenced to roll very much. Many of the passengers were
terrified, Children ran to their parents, women cried and men looked pale,
I do not know that I was frightened in the least. I was seated in a
chair when the vessel commenced to roll and continued there until it
righted, I believe this is the first time that any member of the
passengers have felt in danger. We had services this forenoon conducted
by Rev. Mr, McAllister, an Episcopal Minister. I never before head the
Episcopal service when I enjoyed it very much, but this I enjoyed
greatly, The sermon was excellent, founded on a text in St. Matthew,
fourth chapter, third and fourth verses, He spoke of the importance of
attending to something else besides the wants of the body amd of the
necessity of attending to the needs of the soul while we could., This
evening we had sermon from Bishop Scott from the text, "Godliness is
profitable for all men," It was well suited to the occasion, Today

for the first time I have seen a whale, Several were spouting about the
ship though at quite a distance, perhaps one and a half or two miles
away, They did not look as I expected they would. They were mostly
under water,

MONDAY, June l4th: Today I have reached the place to which I have been
directing my course for four long weeks., At about eight o'clock P.M,
we drew up to the wharf, It was however nearly half past ten before

I reached the hotel at which I am stopping, the Railroad House. But I
am here and thankful I am. I feel tonight to bless God for his kind
care over me during my long journey and I hope I may labor more devotedly
for Him, All were anxious this morning to know if we should reach San
Francisco before dark, but all were in doubt until 12 ofclock when they
learned that they had only 55 miles to run. This news filled all with
joyous expectations. Before we reached the Golden Gate the vessel had
become so light and rocked so much that the passengers were not allowed
on the upper deck, so that we could not have a very good view of the
entrance., At some future time I hope I may note the appearance of the
Golden Gate. I however enjoyed the prospect that I had of the city

as I approached it., I was disappointed in finding it so large and so
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substantially built, It seems more like New York City or Boston, and yet
not like them either when we enter it, There were many vessels in the
harbor and a large crowd ready to come on board as soon as the vessel
reached the wharf, When we finally came to a stop there was the greatest
rush and hurry that I ever saw, husbands met their wives whom they had not
seen for four or eight years, fathers met their children who had grown
almost out of their knowledge, young men met those to whom they were soon
to be united in marriage; and then there were the runners for hotels,
coachmen and cabmen and amidst them all there was as much of a rough and
tumble as could well be imagined, Amidst those who came on board to look
some want from one part of the vessel to another, from cabin to cabin seek-
ing for someone whom they could not find: they had sad countenances., I met
no friends and I do not know that I have but one acquaintance in the place,
Tomorrow I shall see what I can do at making friends,

TUESDAY, June 15th: This morning I arose refreshed with a good night's rest.
There was no rocking of the boat of last night to disturb my repose, After
breakfast I went in search of a Mr, Rix and a Mr, Junet for Mrs, Cowles;
found them with little difficulty and think I shall also find them valuable
acquaintances, I took a letter of introduction that I had to a Mr. Clough,
and found him a very pleasant young man, He told me that I could get

board where he was, and I concluded to remove to his place, and here I am
at Mr. Grays, 241 élay St. This appears to be a good pious family, I
hardly know where in New England I could find a pleasanter one, Mr. Gray
has a son at Dartmouth College. People everywhere seem glad to see me and
to encourage me in teaching in California, This afternoon I went to

visit Mpe. J. Sweet, an old schoolmate of mine. I found him very pleasantly
situated in the midst of a group of seventy-five or eighty lads and misses,
with as smiling, healthy, intelligent looking faces as I ever saw, Mr., S,
thinks I can readily find a school,



Stamps suty 11,

by STANLEY B. ASHBROOK

Never before have 1 noted so much interest
in the study of Early U. S. Issues, hence 1
appeal for further assistance from all who have
not checked fhese lists of “‘early dates' with
covers in their collection. Omn any items sub-
mitted to me, the postage for forwarding for
examination will be refunded to the sender.

Collectors in and around New York are
requested to submit items to George B. Sloane
and HBuropean Collectors can submit to Dr.
©Carroll Chase, 41 Rue Cambon, Paris, France.

The Three Cent 1851

WO new July 1, 1851 have been

called to my attention, both from
Plate One: Early. One by W. J. Stan-
ton, the other by Mrs, Heyliger de
Windt.

The Three Cent 1857

The earliest use of a type I1 stamp
was given in the general list as July
20, 1857.  This referred to a stamp
from the Plate 10 Group. (Plates 10-
11-12). This particular item was at
one time in the Wm. F. Goerner col-
lection. I have just acquired a cover
with one of these 3c 1857 T-pe II
stamps from the “P1 10 Group,” used
from Elmira, N. Y., July 20, 1857.
Stamp tied to cover. The former
owner assures me it is not the Goerner
cover. Here are the two earliest uses
known of a Type IT stamp. Will col-
lectors please look through their cov-
ers and try and show me an earlier use?

3 ¥ *
5¢ 1857—Type I—Brick Red

The general list gave Oct. 12, 1858.
Paul A. Dorn, wrote me he had read
the May 16th Article with much inter-
est, and as a result found the following
cover in his collection, which he for-
warded to me. A cover to France from
New Orleans, La., with a vertical strip

1£9:3.6
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of this stamp. The stamps are nicely
tied Oct. 6, 1858. And thus the early
record of use of the Brick Red is placed
back, six days.

¥ kX

The 10c 1857—Plate One

The earliest record we had was
Aug. 5, 1857. Mannel Hahn of Win-
netka, Ill., has recently shown me a
pair of Type IT used from Lancaster
(State not legible) on July 27, 1857.
This is quite interesting because with
the exception of the above 3¢, the earli-
est record of any other value of the
1857 Perforated stamps was the use of
a One Cent on July 27, 1857. Thus we
have a 10¢ value to tie this record use.

% Tk %

The One Cent 1861

The earliest record we had was Aug.
22, 1861. Recently I have been shown
two covers both showing a use on
Aug. 21, 1861. One was submitted by
Tudor Gross, the recognized authority
on this stamp. This cover has a hori-
zontal strip of three tied to cover with
Pittsburg, Aug. 21, 1861. The other
was forwarded to me by Lt. Comdr.
Leslie LaF. Jordan, U.S.N., Retired,
of Redlands, Calif. It has a single tied
tight to cover, with Buffalo, N. Y,
Aug. 21, 1861. Mr. Gross also sub-
mitted a Aug. 24, 1861, so we now have
the 21st, 22nd, 23rd, 24th, 28th and
29th of August, 1861.

¥ %k 3k

The 2c Jackson of 1863
Our earliest is July 13, 1863, but we
note the new S.- Catalogue lists
July 6, 1863. Will the present owner
kindly confirm this date to either
Mr. Sloane or this writer?

A R e e S s P o B S A,



At Sea - Aug. 8, 1850.

Dear Purents:

It 1s with pleasure that I sagain address you by let-
ter. Feeling today some like writing I concluded to de 80,
as we expect soon to make our desired port. ¥hile I was at
Panama I did not feel much like writing sbout small things,
as 7e would say, but I consider them 21l importent in their
place. Tc retrace & little, 1 will go back as far as
Chagres. We had on board the Lucy Allsn & bad woman, two
young men with her, who were very bad charscters from New
York City, called by scme Bowery boys. Their conduet with
the woman was of such a cherzcter that the Cagtaein forbade
their going into the cabin, their place ¥ro.erly belonged in
the stsersage. That wade them mad at the Captain. Une of
the passengers threw some soft grease on the woman znd the
twe young men, which mede them still more mead. They cried,
cussed, swore and wept in their bitterness, teiling us they
would have vengeance on the whole of us. “e thought that
it was stuff they were saying, but in that we were mistaken, &
They #ent on shore most the first cnes, where they found
some Just like themselves (probebly 20 in number) which they
toid a1l sbout their troubles in their ocmn way, then treated
them with the Critter shich mekes men strong for the time.
As we lsnded they rushed down upon us and pounded some of us
until we were all bloody in our faces. &ix of us got the
blows, the rest of us went free without harm, as we hsd nc-
thing to say or to do in the matier. we thought that was
pretty hard beginning, but it taught us one thing, to mind
our own business and let others take care of themselves.
There was gambling, drinking and ( ? ) and all sorts of
wickedness, for you will reccllsct this wus on Sunday that
#e landed.

For my own part I was fiiled with wonder end pleasure,
the air was sweetened with the many flowers that could be
seen around us on every hand. The natives live on the
Scouth side of the river and the whites ogposite, I did not
8o into the taverns as I had no business there. It rained
like torrents pretty much all the while. The rain will
raise the river three feet an hour, snd fall as juickly,
causing the river water to loos very muddy at times and st
others clear as crystal. I drank some of it but it tasted
bitter like. The evergreens grow cleasr dewn into the water.
“€ saw now and then iittle fields of corn asbout two fset
high; saw some cane and rice growning about as high as the
corn. They take a log about three feet lcng and 18 or 20
inches in diameter and hollow one end like z mortar and place
it upright in their house, take a heavy pestle, put their
corn inte it and smash it up alli fine; then they make coarse
cakes of it which I liked very much. But fev of the cows
are milked; I could not get the first drop to drink. I
bought as much rice as I snted for cne mesal for cne dize.

I will just say that dimes are the thing, as eight go for
one dollsr smong the nutives. “hen I paid for the carrying
of my things from Gorgona to Pansws one ten dollar piece .
counted eleven dolliars, which I liked, A goud many lost



their things in crossing from Cruces by robbers and long
delay in the rain, which spoiled them by mildaw. It took
some two weeks before they got their things after they left
Gorgona and Cruces for Panama. Scme would have their bags
cut open and the contents taken out, and others would have
their trunks smashed by the mules falling on thes, all be-
cause they did unot stay by it and lock to it as the mules
went aslong. I had good luck as any body could have. It
was rainy, muday, nasty as it could well be, worked up into
holes all along the road over the hills and through the val-
leys between. The woods are curious in the extreme. Some
trees I should think would measure 30 or 40 fect around them.
They were not solid but were fluted clear tc the center. The
trees are porous and would not do very well for sawlogs. I

saw mahogany dugouts at Panaua I should say were five fest
through. They are the best boats the natives have. I saw
another tree as 1 was crossing that had thorns sticking from

the body downwards from 2 to 4 inches long that were as sharp

as ncedles. I got my hand onto one of them which =made me

let go quick. The sensitive piant was quite plenty. A gocd
many of the trees had thorns on them. I saw prickly pear

trees ten feet high. All kinds of cactus grow here without
nursing. Lemons as large as iy two fists and swmeet as ‘
honey; 1 ate some of them. The women dress mostly in white,
lock nice and tasty in their apparel, sle<p in hammocks the

ends of which are tied to posts in their ranches., Their lad-
ders are notched poles which they incliine a little, the foot

of which rests on the ground. They will run up them like a
squirrel. Lots of insects are to be seen at all times crawl-
ing on the ground - ants by the bushel, their works were as
plain to be scen as potato heaps, their roads about twc inches 1
wide and as clean as a board, full all the time as they could
stick, Sew several little squirrels, plenty of dark brown w
quails, some wild turkey. Their hogs are as lean as a skunk :
kitten on a hot day, their dogs the same, cattle locked well.
The boatmen wear & wooclen shirt and chip beat for their cloth-
ing, sc when they lose a pole they will strip in an instant,
Juup overboard, swim and get it, climb up snd then shove on

as befcore. It is hard work for them tc shove the boat up
against the strong current which whirls down the river. 1
could not stand it at 2ll, I would get intc such 2z sweat in
the hot sun that I would have to sit down and rest for want of
air. The gir is much lighter than with us in the North.

June 8th: finé day, scme showers; went a bathing this !
morning, walked about town some. June Sth: Hesrd a sermon ‘
today from these words: He that is born of God overcometh the |
world. As much business done here on Sunday as any other. |
June 10th: Fine day, very hot. this morning. Went a bsthing
this morning in the bay. Plenty of pelicans and turkey buz- |
zards. Visited some parts of the town, streets narrow and
dusty, paved with round stones. Houses build of stone cover- |
ed with earthen tiles, no chimneys to be seen, no privies.
People all go outside of the town wall to wash and do all \
kinds of dirty work. June 1lith: Some thunder, very heavy

rain this morning, air quite sultry and depressing. People
lovk quiet, move quite sluggish, some are sick with the fever.
Took a strcll to the Battery, saw somg of the best cannon |
composed of silver and copper. The wall and battery look

very old. June 18: “ent on board the Kingston today, well |



suited with my choice. ¥Went on shore tcday for the last

time. I should think about 2000 are waiting for a passage.
Two-thirds of those on board had through tickets on steam-
ers, but were afraid on account of being sick, so I can't
complain, as some of them have been waiting six weecks.

Some have just come in on the isthmus from California, bring-
ing the dust in boxes. June 13: How on our way to Cal.,

wind fair, started this wmorning at 2 o'clock. Fine weather.
Saw one humpbacked whale, plenty of porpolises, pelicans,
marlinspikes, birds that have red bills, white feathers, their
bodies taper off like a wedge. June l4: Sea very smooth,
wind light, course scuth. June 15: Luite stormy, lost our
jidb boom; did not like the cracking of the tiuber as it went
by the bow. June 16: Quite lowery and cloudy. Wind strong.
June 17: Rainy today. June 18: Some wind from S. %, 19th:
Fine day. £20th: Pleasant, light wind 8. W. June 27th: G{uite
stormy, course S. W., wind @W. June 28th: Pleasant, wind N. ¥.
June 50: Pleasant today. July lst: Scme rainy, bhave not seen
the sun rise and set clear since we have been on board.

July 2d4: Wind N., course W. July ¢ Wind N., course west,
about 1000 miles from Panama. July 4th: Finé day. Ead a
celebration, some speeches, some toasts drunk with a loud
hurrah for Cal. and everything else. Lat. 119, lon. 100.

Some got drunk, had a fight, final.y went to bed at 12 o'ecloek,
July 5: Feel well. Ccourse ¥W., wind E. Oome sick on board,
Had a fine rain storm that blew us along at the rate ef 15 |
knots per hour. Sail ho this day, first we have seen since ocut’
July 6: Last night lost our crotchet ysrd and scudding sail
boom in a squall that lasted but a few minutes. Course ¥.,
Wind ©,, lat. 12, lon. 104. Fire weather todasy, & knots per
hour., Some sick with the Panama fever, which was quite pre-
valent. July 7: Fine day, fair winds. Preaching today.

July 8: Very stormy and windy, wind %., course 3. ¥,., made but
little headway. July ©: Stormy today, wind ¥W., course S.

Lost our foretop sail last night. July 10: No wind, quite
warm, wind 8., W., ccurse N. W, Fell quite lazy today, some
weak. July 1l: Pleasant with some rain. Course ¥%., wind N.
Feel well today. Lat. 11.40, lon. 106, ©Sea quite smooth, the
weather has been quite warm, so that I wear no coat at all.
The sea water is quite warm. July 1l2: Guite stormy last night
with & smart squall that made the old ship heave on her side.
suite rainy today, but little wind and that quite changing.
July 13: Quite windy last night, calm today. Hard beans for
dinner - no good., July 14: Some wind last night, none today.
Sermon by Bro. Reed today. Had good duff for dinner today
with dried appies in it. Lat. 12.40, lon. 107.238. Plenty of
small fish jumping out of the water arcund us. £ great many
gall buttons, floating in the water shaped like a thimble with
numerous hairlike tendrils dangling from the end tnat hangs
down. July 15: 4 pleasant day, light wind from the 8. £,
Course N. ¥. by §. BRice today. Lat. 13.12. July 16: lat.
14.10. Fine breeze today, 4 knots per hour, ccurse N. ¥.
Pleasant, comfortably warm. Feel well today. The Lord be
praised for his goodness tc me. July 17: Fine day, 6 knots
per hour. L at. 15.20, lon. 110. Poor bread, poor water and
musty beans. July 18: F_ne day with some showers, wind KN.E.
Lat. 17, course H. W, by ¥., 6 knots per hour, Feel well,

Ch Lord,keep my heart stayed on Thee, let not my soul grow
cold, is my prayer today. July 18: Pleasant today, a cocl
breeze, A small skirmish among three doctors this evening.




Lat. 18.26, lon. 115. July 19 (sic): Fine day, light
wind., St. Cloud's island in sight 2ll day. Lat. 18.51,
lon. 115, 2 knots per hour. Saw a large butterfly, plenty
of birds and nautilus. Feel tired today, would like tc be
on shore. July 20: Quite warm almost under the sun. 4
calm today. OCermon by Mr. Reed today. Beautiful clear
starry sky, sea smooth. July Bl: Fine day, no wind.

July 22: Fine day, little wind, light clouds, no headway.
Some cool wind R. %. kr. Conery threw away 150 dollars to-
day, secemed deranged, tried to jump overbocard this evening.
Poor fellow, cried murder, murder! Seemed very much dis-
tressed, said that no cne knew what his troubles are.

July 24: Fine cool day. Fecl well., ¥#ind nearly ahesad,
distance from San Franeisco 1150 miles. Some cloudy, Lon.
116.37, lat. 19.42. July 256: <{Quite ccol, some clouds, 4
knots per hour, course #. by N., Lat. 20.27, lon. 118.25.

Feel well, some bad colds, sore throats. Our water is good

that we now use; it came from the States 18 months ago.

Hard bread with some worms in it, bugs, weavils. July 26:

A cloudy day, wind W. by N., course N. ¥. Quite cocld so

that a coat and vest are comfortable. Feel well. One poor
sailor gquite sick, think he will die. The young man who

was deranged is quite sober and in his right mind., Rice so
dirty that we have to pick it over. ¥We are divided off into
messes, 12 in each, eat on deck. About two-thirds are mar-~
ried men that go to Cal.; lock rather sorry scmetimes when
they think of their wives and children dear. Beans wormy
today, good for nothing, can't boil them soft. July 27:

Cool today, some misty and cloudy; about 990 miles from Cal.

4 knots per hour. Grampus seen by us this morning sbout 30
feet long. Sunday, July 28: Cloudy, cold, scme flakes of

snow and goggy, rainy todey. Course N. #. by W., wind N.E.
Lat. 23.20, lon. 124.30, OGome have bad colds owing to the
sudden change in the weather. No preaching today. Seaza quite
rough today. July 29: But little wind today, guite warm

and pleasant; light clouds all over the sky. Feel well to-
day. Plenty time to go up in the rigging and meditate and
read my Bible. @Quite & number on bosrd are very much devoted.
Find it good to talk and sing with them from day to day.

Sa2il ho, Jjust ahead. July 30: Ccld today. overcoats are coms
fortable., Lat. 25.2. Feel unwell today, bad cold, bones ache.
£11 have to take their turn at the nose, It is not healthy
so far as I can Judge on this ocean, owing to the damp rains,
dews, fogs, heat and cold all in one day. July 31: Cool to-
day. Course K.¥W. by #., sea quite rough. Fell quite unwell
today, some fever 1ln my head. ©Some on board have the fever
and ague. ¥ind quite strong, 4 kncts per hour; very cloudy
today. Aug 1l: A little warmer, some cloudy. Got an observa-
tion at ncon, lat. L6.4<. ©GSeca quite rough, now and then some
water comes over the bow. Feel some better today. Feel some
better today. Large sea gulls continue to follow us to get
what we throw overboard, such as pieces of cake, meat. Gam-
bling, card playing, chess, checkers, 12 men ( ? ) and
puzzles al. the go with some. Eost of the southerners are
gamblers, much to their discredit in my mind. Some on board
are from N. H., Newburyport, Loweli, Amherst. Those from
Amherst did not come from Panama with us. Ken from all parts
of the world. 1 expect to go into the mines with Guernsey of
Wyoming, Buckston and ¥illy of Batavia, Havens and Harris of
St. Lawrence Co., all tough and smart as crickets. All mar-
ried but ¥illy and myself. #1iliy is a schocl teacher,




Buckston cabinet maker, Havens and Harris farmers, oldish men,
appear like good men. Buckston and ¥illy were shipwrecked

the same night we left New York on one of the Grand Cocos Islands
Lost some of their baggage. Guernsey knew them before they
started on this journey. Aug. 2: (uite pleasant, some cloudy,
wind N.E., lat. 24.48. Aug. 3: Pleasant today, clouds, fogs,
sunshine. Course N.W., lat 30.20, lon. 130. 4Aug. 4: Fine
day. No sermon. Two sails sighted. Course ¥, Getting tired
of the sea. Aug. 5: Pleasant today, light wind., 8sil ina
sight. Lat. 32.24, lon. 154. VYormy bread to eat. How would
the folks at home like that? But we live better than most of
the ships crews that sail on the ocean. 5alt beef that stinks
like a rotten egg - was bought at Cal. for 4 dollars a barrel
because the brine had leaked out. Sour wolasses, a little
butter once & wesk, Aug. 6: Fine day, a little cloudy. Feel
well in body and mind, preise God for his goodness to me. We '
are pretty well generslly. Our hard bread is guite wormy and
buggy. Ob, for some good home bread, but azlas I have none.
Szil ho! cry a number of voices just now off cur weather bow.
Spoke her sbout 4 P. M., ship Hacedonis from Doston 148 days
bound for San Francisco. Lat. 23.10, lon. 152.13. We gave

her three large long loud cheers and left her behind. Aug. 7:
Fine day, quite warm, light wind, course N.Z. by N., wind N.¥.,
distance from Cal, 600 miles. Feel quite well, throat some
sore, which is general among &ll of us. Aug. 8: Fine day,
light wind this forenoon, free P. M., 4 knots per hour. Course
N. 2., lon. 131.28;, lat. 35.18, 1t would please you to see
what an effect it has upon passengers to have a fair wind, or
not fair or none at all. ¥When falr all goes well with many a
merry song, but let the reverse come, some go to bed, some
lounge about, look scur and sulk, talk about the old whale
ship, poor bread and rice and so on. Aug. 9: Fine day, no
wind this forenoon, but little (three words out.) Got a very
sore throat. Lat. 33.58. Aug. 10: Fine day, but little wind,
fair. 4 knots per hour. Lat. 34.26. licuth guite sore, throat
very sore, in the P. M., had five teeth (out?). But few clouds
tc be seen. The sun rose very bright this morning, it shone on
the tops of the clouds like mountains with their tops and sides
on fire; it looked besutiful., Sca as swooth as the lake in the
summer, except the long low swell that never stops in its varied
course. We sre now using water that came from the States; it
is good as old cheese, right from the mint, as we ssy. We have
cne woman on board, a ( ? ), eight doctors; most all are farm
ers, and some of all kinds down to & gambler come to be brought
right into the society of men from all parts. They come to
points in opinion quite often, expecially the liocrth and the
South; slaves as we are termed by pro-slavery men. KEen of
every faith to men of no faith. UNost of the bocks read are no-
vels. A good meny sailors gc to Cgl., but few start with en-
ough money; a good many when they get to Fanama have not one
cent; they generally get on ships and sct as stewards up to
Cal. for their passage. It 1s not a comfortable place, so
many to suit. Our captain is & very easy sort of man, lets us
cook for ourselves and do most as we please. I have made lots
of ginger cake, scones, hot teas of ginger and the like, which
does one's insides good. Come now and then get thelr cake stol-
en, which makes some fun to cheer our drooping spirits. Some
say if they had known how it was they would not have come. So
far I have not felt for one moment sorry that I started on this
journey. It is rather long, but we have several on board who
have been there before, sc I shan't borrow any trouble about

the matter. (No signature.)



D) Y the time this month’s magazine
D) reaches its readers I expect to be
well on my way to that great
country which is a land of Proofs and
Essays as it is also the land of Stars
and Stripes. I am going primarily to
represent the Junior Philatelic Society
at America’s Third International
Philatelic Exhibition. I shall probably
be the only one from London who will
have seen all three of the U.S. Inter-
national Shows. The J.P.S. has an
extensive membership in America, and
I count upon meeting many of them,
and upon seeing their collections. No
better occasion for meeting a large pro-
portion of them, and of seeing some-
thing of their stamps than at a great
exhibition at which they will have
gathered from places scattered through-
out the vast breadth of the States.

Among other pleasures I expect to
see a wonderful spread of the finest
things in U.S. stamps, and, more
particularly to the purpose of this
article, the grand range of U.S. Proofs
and Essays, which will be concentrated
in Group 16 of Section I of the
Exhibition.

»

THE 1847 ISSUE.

There is a tradition that the original
sketches for the first governmental
issue of U.S. stamps have been pre-
served, but their whereabouts is not
known to collectors. Furthermore no
actual essays are known, though the
source of the two engraved portraits is
clearly traceable to dies of the heads of
Franklin & Washington which the
printers, Messrs Rawdon, Wright,
Hatch & Edson of New York had in
stock for printing bank notes and bills.
Both heads, figure on one of the $5
notes printed by this firm for the State

Proofs and Essays of the World.

FARLY AMERICAN STAMP
DESIGNS  AND  DEVICES

By Fred. J. Melville.

Bank of New Brunswick (not the
Canadian province, but the city of the
same name in New Jersey), and notes
ot other banks exist with one or other
of these heads. On the bank notes the
heads are engraved in rectangles,
within narrow ornamental frames, and
it presented no special difficulty in ob-
taining the stamp ovals by transferring
in the first instance from the
rectangular dies.

There is a variety of proofs of this
issue. Complete die proofs of each
stamp, with rough cross hatching all
round, used to be easily obtained, but
now those on India paper are compara-
tively scarce. These die proofs also
occur on bond paper, laid paper, and
on a variety of coloured bond paper.
The laid paper proofs and the coloured
papers are probably all what we may
call postliminary impressions.

Collectors, of course, must distin-
guish between the die and plate proofs
of the original stamps, from those made
from the dies and plates of the *‘ re-
prints ’ or ‘‘ official imitations,”’ just
as they have to distinguish them in the

printed stamps.

Some curious proofs of this first issue
are known with the heads and frames
pulled separately in approximately the
issued colours, as if the die for each
denomination had been in two parts,
but these proofs were obtained from the
complete dies by masking frame or
head as required.

JouN GAvIiT AND HIS ALBANY HEAD.

The second issue, generally covered
between the dates 1851 to 1857 were
the work of new contractors, and there
is some evidence of essays being sub-
mitted by other parties before the con-
tract was awarded to Messrs. Toppan,
Carpenter, Casilear & Co., of Philadel-
phia. One of the most interesting of
the independent essays is the so-called
Albany essay of 1850, which has been

10

the subject of some surprising myths.
The famous early authority, Mr. J. K.
Tiffany, described the portrait it bears
as Robert Fulton (a celebrity not in-
appropriate to Albany, if you will recall
the Hudson-Fulton stamp of 1909),
and others have supposed it to be a
projected issue for a Postmaster’s
Provisional of this thriving town.

This essay which was made in 1850
cropped up again in a new guise later
on. Its creator was John E. Gavit,
born in New York in 1819. He learned
his business as an engraver in Albany,
and set up an establishment there with
a brother, as engravers, printers and
lithographers. Gavit was turning his
attention to bank-note work at the time
he engraved the head (now identified
as a portrait of Benjamin Franklin),
and before the second avatar of the
Albany essay had joined the American
Bank Note Company of New York, of
which he became later the President.

As we first meet the essay it presents
the profile to left of Franklin wearing
a fur cap; a rectangular frame, which
makes the engraving almost square,
bears the words Postage (top), Five
Cents (bottom), Albany (left), Office
(right). On the full die proofs there
is the usual cross hatching. The words
Albany Office no doubt led people to
suppose it had been conceived as a
stamp for that town during the *‘ Post-
masters Provisionals ”’ period. It is
not altogether impossible that Mr.
Gavit engraved it some years earlier for
he was almost if not quite the first man
to engrave any postage stamp in the
United States.

Pomeroy, who had founded the very
early Letter Express in 1842, was
Gavit’s brother-in-law, and the finely
engraved local stamps of Pomeroy &
Co. were engraved and printed early in
1843. This had, as predecessor, only
the New York semi-official carrier’s
stamp, printed by Rawdon, Wright &
Hatch.



The Scott Stamp & Coin Company’s
United States Catalogue (specialized)
gives the date of the Pomeroy & Co.
stamps as 1844, but this is incorrect,
for Judge Philbrick had the blue
Pomeroy on a complete letter dated
June 38rd, 1843.

Mr. Gavit was President of the
American Bank Note Co. from 1866
until his death (at Stockbridge, Mass)
in 1874. At the time of the reappear-
ance of his Franklin head in 1860 he
was Secretary to the Company. The
new version of the essay shows the
head only from the original Albany,
the whole of the outer frame and in-
scriptions having been removed; new
labels at top and bottom are inscribed
U.S. Postage (top) and ““Three Cents”’
(bottom), while in the top corner
squares are the initials A and B,
presumably for *“ American Bank."”’

AMERICAN BANK NoTe Co. Essavs.
The American Bank Note Company

went out for the stamp contract during

the time Toppan, Carpenter & Co.

martyred President. Abraham Lincoln
succumbed to the assassin’s shot on
April 15th, 1865, and was buried on
May 4th.

It is not surprising that an engraved
essay was forthcoming almost immedi-
ately for a stamp bearing Lincoln’s
head. As early as July the newspapers
described a 1 cent essay bearing his
bust, with a rayed star above, the orna-
mental frame bearing the inscription
“ U.S. Postage—One Cent.””  Little
appears to be known of this, by whom
it was engraved or submitted, but it is
said to have been pulled in three differ-
ent colours, vermilion, mauve and
green. It was not until the first anni-
versary of his death that the National
Bank Note Company issued the first
Lincoln stamp, the 15 cents, appropri-
ately in black appearing on April 15th,

1866. (This is the date of issue given
in  Scott’s  specialised catalogue,
although it has generally been

supposed to have appeared a few
months later.)

which this lawyer was concerned. His
name, which was Marcus P. Norton,
does not figure as attorney or witness
to any of the numerous specifications
for patents of the kind, of which I have
a fairly complete collection in my
library.

DEvious DEVICES.

Some of these projects come very
near being ‘‘ essays ’ in the rough
drawings filed with the specifications,
and in a few cases they were the subject
of engraved essays, while yet others,
like the cog-wheel punch, the grille,
and Dr. Francis’ chemical paper, were
actually adopted or given official
experimental trials.

Of those of which probably no essays
exist apart from the drawings (repro-
duced in the printed specification) are
E. Harmon’s plan for printing figures
and letters round each stamp, to be
clipped like a ticket denoting day and
month of posting. Mr. Charles Harris
(1864) showed how a 1 cent 1861
would look before and after cancelling

Essays by the American Bank Note Company, circa

were carrying on with the 1851-57
designs, and a few of these are here
illustrated. It is impossible here to
describe them all or list the numerous
varieties and colours of them, but it
may be useful to collectors to have the
type numbers with which they corres-
pond in Mr. Edward H. Mason’s
‘“ Essays for United States Postage
Stamps,”” published by the American
Philatelic Society in 1911, which is un-
fortunately void of illustrations.

None of these comes up to the
standard of artistic excellence of the
Toppan Company’s stamps of the time.
The same can be said of the other essays
incorporating ~ emblematic  heads,
Liberty with Phrygian cap, an Indian’s
head with feathered headdress, etc.

AN EArLy LINcoLN ESsAy.

The world, and the U.S. in
particular, had scarcely time to evince
its joy at the conclusion of peace after
the prolonged civil war when rejoicing
was drowned in mourning for the

At the time of the death of Lincoln
the postal authorities were much con-
cerned at the numerous cases detected
of petty dishonesty in using postage
stamps a second time. The depart-
mental experts and members of the
public were striving after a kind of
stamp that would defy all efforts to
clean it for re-use in the mails. A Troy,
N.Y. attorney temporarily engaged in
Washington in connection with the
patenting of a stamp cancelling device
was called as a witness for the prosecu-
tion in the trial of the conspirators
charged with the assassination. ~ The
lawyer, who was staying in the same
hotel as Booth, the assassin, identified
Dr. Samuel A. Mudd as one of Booth’s
visitors at the hotel. The defence tried
to discredit the witness, but the latter’s
character —and  credentials  were
supported by the sworn testimony of a
former Assistant Postmaster General
and Postmaster General.

I have never been able to identify
the particular cancelling devices with

01§

1857.

by his method, which was to have a
tape or thread in on the under side of
each stamp, to be pulled by one loose
end to deface the stamp. There are
more curious ideas of the kind of this
period including the rather attractive
essays by the National Bank Note
Company in their 1861 designs with
coupons inscribed ““ Stamp of no value
without coupon. Coupon to be removed
only by the Postmaster.”” The post-
masters escaped this harassing addition
to their duties.

The lovely little 1869 issue provides
a mine of interest for the collector of
essays as well as proofs, but I must
defer consideration of them for some
future chat in this series.

CORRECTION.

In my article last month, on page
23, the imperforate sheet of Sarawak
printed on both sides was the 12 cents
red on rose, printed in a deep red on
one side, and in a salmon pink on
the other.
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| EARLIEST KNOWN DATES OF USE

of United States Stamps

ISSUES OF 1847-1851-1857-1860-1861, 5¢ NEW YORK

CONFEDERATE STATES
(General Issues)

Compiled by Stanley B. Ashbrook, F.R.P.S.L., A.P.S. 2497

of the earliest known dates of

use of United States and Con-
federate States stamps, I wish to
state that the majority of the data
furnished is from a joint record kept
for many years by Doctor Carroll
Chase and myself. The work on this
record was started by Dr. Chase
back in 1912 and in 1918 I consoli-
dated my data with his. At various
times in the past this record, revised
to date, has appeared in the dmeri-
can Philatelist.

The great majority of the items
listed have been examined by Dr.
Chase or myself. The majority of
those we have not examined, have
been passed upon by well-known
students.

For some years past Dr. Chase
has resided in Paris, France, and
much to my regret has been unable
to continue his work on our joint
record. It is a subject, however, in
which he is much interested and
European friends are requested to
send items to him for examination.
His address is care of The Chase
Bank, 41 rue Cambon, Paris, France.

It is my intention to publish in
future columns of STAMPS all addi-
tions and corrections to this record,
as soon as they are reported to me.
To guard against possible errors, it
is most important that such be per-
sonally examined by either the writ-
er or George B. Sloane. Items may
be forwarded to me by registered
mail at my expense.

In compiling this record a separate
list is given of the various plates of
the One Cent and Three Cents of
1851-1857. I realize that perhaps
only a small number of collectors can
identify the various plates, but for
the benefit of those who can, these
separate lists are furnished with the
hope earlier dates of use can be
established.

Attention is called to the repeti-
tion of certain dates, but this has
been done to facilitate easy refer-
ence. The purpose in listing several
or more dates for a certain stamp or
plate, is to demonstrate the scarcity
of the earliest known dates.

lN presenting herewith this record

The compilation of data on the
earliest known dates of wuse of
U. S. Stamps is of inestimable value
to students of these issues and
Mr. Ashbrook here presents the
most complete record that has ever
been compiled. The co-operation
of collectors and dealers is earn-
estly solicited to look for earlier
dates on the issues reported as well
as to report early dates on the fol-
lowing issue of 1869 :

Send direct to

Stanley B. Ashbrook,

64 Arcadia Drive,

Fort Mitchell, Covington. Ky.
or to
George B. Sloane,
116 Nassau St., New York,
N.Y.

WOULD most heartily appreciate

further data on the 5¢ New York
and the 5¢ and 10c 1847. In the
case of the former, I would like in-
formation of early uses of all un-
signed copies. Collectors are espe-
cially requested to examine covers
bearing the 5¢ 1856. Mr. Luff states
this stamp was issued on January 1,
1856, yet we have never been able
to discover a cover showing a use
earlier than March 14, 1856. Mr.
Luff is no doubt correct and surely
there must be in existence an earlier
dated cover than the one listed.

For many years I have not be-
lieved any perforated stamps were
issued in February of 1857. Dr.
Chase and I have searched for a
possible February, 1857, cover for
twenty years without success. The
earliest use he ever discovered in his

examination of thousands of covers
was March 4, 1857. Only last fall
I discovered, in the collection of
Wm., West, a 3¢ 1857 Type I tied to
cover used from New York on March
2, 1857. This is the earliest known
use of a perforated U. S. stamp.

I have also stated many times in
my writings that I did not believe
any perforated stamps of the lc, the
5¢, the 10¢, or the 12¢ were issued
to the public before the summer ot
1857. The earliest use of any of
these values we have been able to dis-
cover is July 27, 1857 (a One Cent).

Mr. Luff, in his book, lists the
date of the 3c Type I, as Feb. 24,
1857. The other values (as above)
he lists as February, 1857. The
Scott Catalog, from year to year has
gradually corrected many of the 1857
dates of use, but the 1936 edition

-still lists the 3¢ Type I as “Feb. 24,

1857, and the 10¢ Type I as “Feb.
—1857.” and the 12¢ as “Feb.—
1857 It is hoped these three
values will be corrected.

A study of the earliest known uses
of the various One Cent and Three
Cent plates has enabled Dr. Chase
and myself te determine approxi-
mately the period each of the plates
was made and put to use. Thus it
will be appreciated how important
a part this record has been to the
study of these stamps.

TTENTION is called to the list-

ing of the 5c 1857 “Orange-
Brown.” In recent years some very
clever “fakes” have eminated from

MOWREY STOCK BOOKS

Beautiful—Durable—Inexpensive

The Finest of Stock Books worthy of the finest stamps.
At half the prices of the ordinary kind. Models from 25¢
to $1.50. Better pages than any under $3. The best of
bindings in the most beautiful grains and workmanship.

You will be proud to show your
stamps in a Mowrey book. Special Ad-

Special

$I.OO

vertising Offer: If your dealer does
not have our books, send us his name
and $1 and we will send you, post-
})aid, three stock books and twe other
tems.

The Biggest Philatelic Dollar
ou Ever Spent

Dealers: Write for prices on the fastest selling line.

C. A. Mowrey, 3 Keeney Bldg., Elmira, N. Y.
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European sources. Collectors are
warned in buying covers with this
stamp unless passed upon by a com-
petent authority. Special mention
was made of these “fakes” in the last
publication of this record. (Ameri-
can Philatelist, December, 1931).
The following is taken from same:

“A cover was submitted for exam-
ination and listing back in 1925.
Our memoranda reads as follows:
‘A-cover with a 10c 1857, Type V
(Plate 2) and a 5c 1857 Orange-
Brown (Plate 2), apparently used
from New Orleans via New York to
France. The New Orleans cancella-
tion is rather dim and the month and
day date cannot be read. The can-
cellation falls partly on each stamp.

The New York cancel is “May 17,
1860,” and this is not very plain.
The French receiving cancellation is
on face of cover in red “Calais 28
Mai 60.” Cover used to Bordeaux.
Three French cancels on reverse read
“Paris 28 Mai 60,” “Paris & Bor-
deaux 28 Mai 60" and “Bordeaux 29
Mai 60.” The New Orleans cancel-
lation has a rather “Queer” appear-
ance and the “La” of “Louisiana”
is upside down, which is rather un-
usual. The “Orange Brown” shade
of the 5¢ is O. K. and it would ap-
pear that this stamp or both have
been placed on the cover and the
N. O. cancel faked. Or it is possible
that the 5c¢ stamp originally on this
cover was damaged and in order to

May 16, 1936 Stamps

bring the cover “back to life,” same
was removed and an unused “Orange
Brown” substituted, and part of the
cancellation very cleverly faked. If
the cover was tampered with, who-
ever did it executed a very clever
job. It is quite unbelievable that the
cover is O. K. as it is not possible
that any “_range Browns” were
used or printed as early as May,
1860. It will be noted our earliest
known use is July 138, 1861°.”

Collectors specializing in Confed-
erates are kindly requested to look
through their collections and help me
to revise to date, this record for
the benefit of all who are interested
in these stamps.

The listing follows:

Outstanding Earliest Known Uses

Fy First Issue of U. S. Stamps
5¢c 1847 on {uly 10, 1847
10c 1847 on July 10, 1847

Earliest One Cent Value
1c 1851 on July 1, 1851—Date of Issue

Earliest Three Cents Value
3c 1851 on July 1, 1851—Date of Issue

Earliest Twelpe Cents Value
12c 1851 on Aug. 4, 1851

Earliest Perforated Stamp
3¢ 1857—Type [—March 2, 1857

Earliest Perforated Values

1c 1857—]July 27, 1857
3c 1857—March 2, 1857
5c 1857—Aug. 28, 1857
10c 1857—Aug. 5, 1857
12¢ 1857—Aug. 24, 1857
24c 1860—July 5, 1860
30c 1860—Aug. 10, 1860
90c 1860—-Sept. 10 or 11, 1860.

Five Cents New York

{uly 15, 1845—Former Ackerman
uly 23, 1845—Reported by C. W. Brazer.

1847 Issue

5¢ July 10, 1847—Reported

5c¢ July 14, 1847—Repcrted by C. W. Brazer

5c July 15, 1847—Emerson Collection

10c July 10, 1847—Reported

10c July 17, 1847—Reported

10c July 18, 1847—L. B. Mason Collection.

(Note.—A cover is known with a 5¢c; 1847, not tied, but unused,

-used from New York, on July 9, 184%).

1851 Issue

1c July 1, 1851—Emerson Collection

1c July 1, 1851—Knapp Collection

1c July 1, 1851—Ashbrook Collection

(Nore.—Separate listings are made by plates).
3c July 1, 1851—Former Chase
(NoTte.—Separate Listings Are Made By Plates).

5c (1856)—March 14, 1856—Reported

5c (1856)—April 2, 1856—Reported

5c (1856)—May 5, 1856—Reported

5¢ (1856)—May 6, 1856—Reported

10c (1855)—May 19, 1855—L. B. Mason Collection

10c (1855)—May 20, 1855—Norona Collection

10c (1855)—May 21, 1855—Former Chase

10c (1855)—May 23, 1855—Reported

10c (1855)—May 23, 1855—S. A. Welch Collection

12¢ (1851)—Aug. 4, 1851—Dr. W. L. Babcock

12¢ (1851)—Aug. 21, 1851—Bisect—Former Hind Collection
12c (1851)—Oct. (?) 1851—Newbury Collection
Franklin Carrier—Oct. 28, 1851—B. K. Miller Collection
Eagle Carrier—Jan. 3, 1852—B. K. Miller Collection.

1857 Issue
1c 1857—]uly 27, 1857—Reported

1c 1857—]July 28, 1857—Elliott Perry
lc 1857—TJuly 30, 1857—Ashbrook
lc 1857—Aug. 1, 1857—Wm. West Collection
1c 1857—Aug. 5, 1857—Former Chase
1c 1857—Aug. 5, 1857—Ashbrook
lc 1857—Aug. 8, 1857—Perry
(Note.—Separate listings are made by plates).
3c 1857—March 2, 1857—Wm. West Collection
3¢ 1857—March 4, 1857—Former Chase
3c 1857—March 5, 1857—Reported
3c 1857—March 11, 1857—Former Chase
5c 1857 (Type I) Red Brown—Aug. 28, 1857—Ashbrook
5¢c 1857 (Type I) Red Brown—Aug. 31, 1857—Former Chase
5¢ 1857 (Type I) Red Brown—Sept. 16, 1857—L. B. Mason
5c 1857 (Type I) Brick Red—Oct. 12, 1858—E. S. Knapp
5c 1857 (Type I) Brick Red—Oct. 19, 1858—W. L. Babcock
5c 1857 (Type I) Brick Red—Nov. 2, 1858—Reported
5c 1857 (Type I) Brown—July 8, 1859—Reported
5c 1857 (Type I) Brown—]July 12, 1859—W. L. Babcock
5¢ 1857 (Type I) Brown—July 14, 1859—Reported
5c 1857 (Type I) Brown—July 21, 1859—Reported
5¢c 1857 (Type I) Brown—Aug. 20, 1859—Chase
5c¢ 1857 (Type II) Brown—May 14, 1860—L. B. Mason
5c 1857 (Type II) Brown—June 5, 1860—S. W. Richey
5¢ 1857 (Type II) Brown—June 8, 1860—Reported
5¢ 1857 (Type II) Brown—June 16, 1860—Reported
5c 1857 (Type II) Orange Brown—July 13, 1861—Reported
5¢ 1857 (Type II) Orange Brown—July 16, 1861—Reported
(Note.—Many fake covers bearing Orange Browns are in circu-
lation—no cover will be listed unless examined by this compiler.)
10c 1857—Aug. 5, 1857—L. B. Mason Collection
10c 1857—Aug. 8, 1857—Former Chase
10c 1857—Sept. 5, 1857—Emerson Collection
10c 1857—Sept. 21, 1857—Reported
10c 1857—Okct. 5, 1857—Reported
(Note.—Separate listings are made by Plates.)
12c 1857—Plate One—Aug. 24, 1857—Former Tracy
12c 1857—Plate One—Aug. 31, 1857—Former Chase
12¢ 1857—Plate Three—June 1, 1860—Former Chase
12¢ 1857—Plate Three—]June 6, 1860—Former Ackerman
12c 1857—Plate Three—]June 30, 1860—D. O. True
24c 1860— July 5, 1860—Reported by Waterhouse
24c 1860—July 10, 1860—Reported
24c 1860—July 14, 1860—W. E. Whitnall
24c 1860—Aug. 7, 1860—S. W. Richey
30c 1860—Aug. 10, 1860—Reported by Armitage
30c 1860—Aug. 17, 1860—S. W. Richey
30c 1860—Aug. 19, 1860—Reported
30c 1860—Aug. 29, 1860—Former Chase
90c 1860—=Sept. 10 or 12, 1860—Elliott Perry
90c 1860—Sept. 11, 1860—Poole Auction—1932
90c 1860—Nov. 9, 1860—Poole Auction—1932
90c 1860—Dec. 1, 1860—Former L. J. Seely
90¢ 1860—]an. 26, 1861—Former Armitage
90c 1860—Feb. 1, 1861—Former Chase

1861 Issue

lc 1861—Aug. 22, 1861—Tudor Gross

1c 1861—Aug. 23, 1861—Tudor Gross

lc 1861—Aug. 28, 1861—Tudor Gross

lc 1861—Aug. 29, 1861—Warren Colson

2¢ 1863—July 13, 1863—Former Ackerman
2¢ 1863—July 18, 1863—Dr. H. A. Coleman
2¢ 1863—July 27, 1863—Elliott Perry

2¢ 1863—Aug. 7, 1863—Reported




3¢ 1861—Pink—Aug. 18, 1861—Listed by J. N. Luff
3c 1861—Roese—Aug. 26, 1861—Former Chase

3c 1861—Pink—Aug. 26, 1861—C. J. Phillips

3c 1861—Pink—Aug. 26, 1861—C. J. Phillips

3c 1861—Pink—Aug. 26, 1861—S. W. Richey

3¢ 1861—Rose—Aug. 28, 1861—Ashbrook

3c 1861—Rose—Aug. 28, 1861—Former McLaren

5¢ 1861—Buff—Aug. 19, 1861—Reported

5c 1861—Mustard—Aug. 29, 1861—Reported

5c 1861—Red Brown—April 28, 1862—Elliott Perry
5c 1861—Red Brown—June 23, 1862—Listed by Luff
5¢ 1861—Brown—April 10, 1863—Listed by Luff

5c 1861-—Black Brown—July 18, 1863—Listed by Luff
10c 1861—Type I—Sept. 17, 1861—L. B. Mason

(This is the so-called *‘First Issue”)
10c 1861—Type II—Aug. 20, 1861—Former D. C. Hammatt
10c 1861—Type II—Aug. 27, 1861—W. H. Colson
(This is the so-called “Second Issue’)
12¢ 1861—Oct. (?)1861—L. B. Mason
12¢ 1861—Oct. 16 or 18, 1861—Elliott Perry
24c 1861—Violet—Aug. 20, 1861—Reported
24c 1861—Violet—Sept. 6, 1861 —Emerson
24c 1861—Violet—Sept. 9, 1861—Brazer
. 24c¢ 1861—Violet—Oct. 3, 1861—Reported
(This is the so-called “August” or First Issue)

24c 1861—Red Lilac—Oct. 8, 1861—Catalog Listing
24¢ 1861—Lilac—Feb. 20, 1863—Reported

24c 1861—Lilac—Aug. 11, 1863—Listed by Luff

24c 1861—Lilac—Aug., 1863—Catalog Listing
24c 1861—Steel Blue—QOct. 4, 1861—Waterhouse

30c 1861—Aug. 20, 1861—Reported by Perry

30c 1861—Sept. 9, 1861—Reported by Brazer

30c 1861—Sept. 17, 1861—L. B. Mason
30c 1861—Sept. 21, 1861—Reported

30c 1861—Oct. 1 or 2, 1861—Reported
90c 1861—No Early Record

15¢ 1866—April 15, 1866—Listed by Luff.

The One Cent 1851 Plates Imperforate
1c Plate One “Early”’—]July 1, 1851—Emerson
ic Plate One “Early”—]July 1, 1851—Ashbrook
1c Plate One “Early”—]July 1, 1851—Former Chase
1c Plate One “Early”—]July 1, 1851—E. S. Knapp
1c Plate One “Early”’—]July 3, 1851—Ashbrook

lc Plate One “Early”—July 5, 1851—Former Chase
(Above listing applies to t};llowing types; Type I, IB, II, IIIA)
1c Plate One Late—]June 18, 1852—Ashbrook
1c Plate One Late—June (?) 1852—Ashbrook
1c Plate One Late—June 25, 1852—Ashbrook
1c Plate One Late—July 7, 1852—Ashbrook
(Above listing applies to following types; II and IV)
1c Plate Two—Dec. 5, 1855—Ashbrook
1c Plate Two—]Jan. 6, 1856—Former Chase
1c Plate Two—Mar. 23, 1856—Former Chase
(Above listing applies to the following types; II, III, IIIA)
1c Plate Three—May 6, 1856—Emerson
1c Plate Three—Oct. 27, 1856—Former Ashbrook
(Above listing applies to Type II)
1c Plate Four—April 19, 1857—Former Chase
1c Plate Four—June 19, 1857—Former Chase
1c Plate Four—Sept. 16, 1857—Ashbrook.
(Above listing applies to the following types; IA, IC, II, III, IITA)

The Once Cent 1857 Plates Perforated

Plate One “Late”—Aug. 5, 1857—Former Chase
Plate One “Late”—Aug. 19, 1857—Former Chase
Plate One “Late”—Sept. 29, 1857—Ashbrook

(Types II and IV)
Plate Two—July 27, 1857—Reported
Plate Two—July 30, 1857—Ashbrook
Plate Two—Aug. 3, 1857—Ashbrook
Plate Two—Aug. 24, 1857—Ashbrook

(Types II, III, IIIA)
Plate Four—July 28, 1857—Perry
Plate Four—Aug. 1, 1857—Wm. West
Plate Four—Aug. 5, 1857—Ashbrook
Plate Four—Aug. 8, 1857—Perry
Type V—Earliest—Nov. (?) 1857—Ashbrook

(Plates 5, 7 or 8)

Plate Five—Type V—May 23, 1858—Former Ashbrook
Plate Six—Type V—Jan. 10, 1858—Former Ashbrook
Plate Six—Type V—Jan. (?) 1858—S. W. Richey
Plate Six—Type V—Feb. 26, 1858—Former Ashbrook
Plate Six—Type V—Mar. 8, 1858—Former Ashbrook
Plate Seven—Type V—Jan. 16, 1858—Former Ashbrook
Plate Seven—Type V—Feb. 6, 1858—Former Ashbrook
Plate Seven—Type V—Feb. 20, 1858—Former Ashbrook
Plate Eight—Type V—Dec. 3, 1857—Former Ashbrook



Confederate States : 10c 1863—Die B (Type II) Blue—Archer (?)

5¢ 1861—Green—Oct. 16, 1861—Scott Catalog 10c 1863—Die A (Type I) Blue—K & B (2)
10c 1861—Blue (H. & L.)—Nov. 8, 1861—Scott_Catalog 10c 1863—Die B (Type II) Blue—K & B (?)
10c 1861—Blue (Patterson)—July 25, 1862—Scott Catalog 20c 1863—Green—June 1, 1863—Dietz.

2¢ 1862—Green—Mar (?), 1862—Scott Catalog
5c 1862—Blue—Mar. 4, 1862—Scott Catalog

10c 1862—Rose—(H & I. March 1862 (?)—Scott Catalog * Nore Re.—Earliest known use of the “Frame Line”—From

many covers examined with Richmond cancellations a few have been

. ?
1(5)2 iggg_gﬁrﬁnﬁ’; e(-}ElecuIe‘z— A rk ?,) 1862—Dietz noted with “Apr. — 1863,” with no day date inserted. This writer
5c 1862—Local—Blue Q@) P believes such covers were used Apr. 23-24 and 25th. Three covers
with “Frame Line” stamps show use of this “without day” date

2¢ 1863—Brown Red—May 8, 1863—Dietz

10c 1863—“Ten” Blue—April 20, 1863—Listed by Dietz, but no
cover known

10c 1863—*“T'en’” Blue—April 28, 1863—Examined by Ashbrook

10c 1863—“Frame Line,” Blue—April 26, 1863—Dietz. (See note In the next publication of this list, we will include the 1869 issue
Below) if there is sufficient co-operation and interest in this issue to justify

10c 1863—Die A (Type I) Blue—Archer—April 22, 1863—Ashbrook same.

and were probably used on one of the three days. These three
dates in 1863 occurred on Thursday, Friday and Saturday.
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