
Scrapbook No.4 1935 - 1939, 1943 

1. Y. Souren Re : Covers 

2. Pictures of covers 

3. Blank 

4. Pictures of covers 

5. Blank 

6. Pictures of covers 

7. Picture of cover 

8. Pictures of covers 

9. Pictures of 10C 1847 stamps 

10. Pictures of 10C 1847 stamps 

11. American Bank Note Co. Re : Knapp Shift 

12. Picture of 10C 1847 stamp, Knapp 

13. Picture of 10C 1847 stamp, Knapp 

14. Ed Knapp to Elliott Perry 

15. Horace W. Barr Re : Knapp Shift 

16. Picture of 10C 1847 Stamp, Knapp 

17. Elliott Perry Re: Knapp Shift 

18. Ed Knapp Re: Knapp Shift 

19. Y. Souren Re : Knapp Shift 

20. Picture of 1847 stamp Knapp 

21. Frank R. Sweet to Knapp, (fA Painting" 

22. Picture of 1847 stamp, Knapp 

23. Harry L. Lindquist Re: Knapp Shift 

24. Picture of 1847 stamp, Knapp 

25. The unpublished Perry article on the Knapp Shift 

26. Picture of 1847 stamp, Knapp 

27 . Scott Publications Re: Knapp Shift .. 
28. Picture of 1847 stamp, Knapp 

29. Blank 

30. Picture of 1847 stamp 

31. Blank 

32. Picture of 1847 stamp 

33. Blank 

34. Enlarged portions of Knapp 

35. Blank 

36. Enlarged portions of Knapp 
37 . Blank 

38. Clear Image of 10C 1847 stamp 

39. Blank 

40. Elliott Perry Re: Knapp stamp 

41. Eugene Klein, Paul R. Fernald Re : Steamboats 

42. Steamboat covers 

43 . Stamps, Jan 20, 1940 Re: Fraudulent San Francisco Postmark 

44. Morton D. York Re : The 18 % cent Domestic rate of 1825 



45. Godden's Gazette, June and October 1936 

46 . Blank 

47. Re: Fake 1869 cover to France 

48. Y. Souren Re : 3C 1861 

49. Image of 3C 1857 

50. Y. Souren Re: Image 

51. Langton Pioneer Express covers with Red Dog 

52. Ezra D. Cole Re: 4 Langton covers 

53. Eugene Klein Re: River mail 

54. Edgar Jessup Re : Used at San Francisco 

55. Godden's Gazette May 1940 

56. Maurice C. Blake Re : M ichaels Houlton Maine cover to Woodstock, N.B. 

57 .. George N. Malpass Re: Bristol VA R.R . 

58. H.L. Lindquist Re: Premieres 

59. Gordon Harmer Re: 90C 1860 cover 

60. Blank 

61. Blank 

62 . American Bank Note Co. Re : Knapp Shift 
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Y. Souren - Aug. 5, 1939. 

I am enclosing you here 1th a dollar for ~h1ch please 
£orward me ten copies of Volume 2. I fear that my good friend 
Perry & Colson have not s en copies of this 1nterest1ng little 
booklet and I ould llke to have th plea ure of presentlng 
cop! to them 1th eo pl nts . 

~1th kind t regard , 

Cordlally your • 



, 

PHONE PLAZA 3.6077 

Ste.nle~r :B. Ashbrook . 
434 S. Gr~d Ave . , 
?ort '!'homos, Ky. 

Deer, r . Ashbrook: 

Y. SOUREN CO. 
POSTAGE STAMPS FOR COLLECTORS 

394 PARK AVENUE 
BET. !l3RD AND !14TH STS. 

NEW YORK. N. Y. 

A 1{~1.1St 7, 1939 

Esq. 

i :f:'ny th?..n1's for your let t&r of Aucust 5th. 

Un er se ?xate cover we fl.r@. sending you ten copies of Volume .2 o-l' the 
boo let, n.nd we e.re ret rnine:; :iour $1 . OO--you c~n I t spend it here 

The L~bore.tories haYe eX?Ilined upvlP.rds of 900 stan:os 2nd in tile present 
boo'det we h.'we selected a few cases Wilich we thOU.g!lt would be of IlArt icular 
interest . fe can understand your point in rege.rd to the stamps of Judge ?erry. 
JudGe Perry snea::s of yO'.lr nru:le only in con'1ect ion with the Ie 851-57 [>nd 
it" is certain you have not exarnined t:lese 3~ stn.r:ms . The statement thet 
t:ile~i \'1'f'lr€ foreeries wps me.de by one of the larGE st eastern stf'r.lP firms . 
~;e neve t:le orieine~ letter on tneir letterhead in our possescion. 

The first ::)rintine of the boo :::let has been exhausted . ,Ie have hLd ? 

tremendous demand, a~d a second printing is nov beine; made . In order to 
correct tlle ir nression thp.t you might nave e):amined these Stfll'1T.lS we pre 
mentionine; specifically that you had not seen them. It was our thought 
in perl'li tt:nC your nerle to "ppe:;>.r in Jucl.(;e Perry' s letter that it would 
react to your credit , p~d we sincerely r~0r€t that any false impression 
~i<.>nt have been reached by some . Since we deli beratel:" d.o1eted 4:.he npme 
o~ the nerson and fil~ who pronounced tnese to ~e forged ~erforations , 

it is difficult to see how D..'1yone could mi~" t -rpret the let tel' . However I 
we trust our e:~lanation will De s~tisfactory. 

iTe are arrene;ing a coup1ete sP.t of ori~inal pilotoerapils of the ':nt>;)~) str.r::~) 

.. nich will be sent yO"J. P.S soon as ready. 

Gamin!: to tile 30'" 1869 cover , e have not given ver:r mucll ::'n the boo'~let 
pboat this cover bat the exnminat~on itself disclos d so e vpry interestine 
facts :rom P. tf!c:micpl stanti""'oint . One of the nost sp.lient ~oints is t he 
difference in the n£'.ture o:~ tile ink. We oelieve tne ori~inrl :':1"lotogr2:,}hs 
,m::.c we are ser.ding nUl illustrate this to YO·l so clearly thpt it will not 
be necessary to engace in any e~l~'1ation . 

In the ,reupxation of t" is boo~let we rM~ve considerec two nejor points . 
~·le first is to siMpli~y t:le renort to a sincle conclusion insofe>r p.s this 
narticuln.r COr:.Cl'lsion serves to !lrove the :)oint . RegprdlE'ss of how roM:" 
~oints may ~rove tile fact one iz suf~icient so lone PS it is conclusive . 

: course , ~n t~e cq~e 0: the Knapp stan!> we went to minute datpi1 since 
f?r more ·"'as involved thpn the str>.nID itself. l'he secone ~oint is the ol:is
sion of full details, scier.tific terms and ~xposition of nethods em~loyed . 

Ie Tlresented each re ort es simnly e.s ,ossi"ole us:ng such ter:':s as , suecial 
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Str·nley n. Ashbrook, Esq. Pl'l{':e 2 August 7, 1939 

r<'y, snecia..l process, rf'.t: ('r the.n ':;0 to the de-teil of descri Ding the exp.ct 
process usr-d. Rr;r-l stu ents sucn <':0 YO'l I"!r!.Y find this incomnlet.e. 'Jl1t I ~ 
of the opinion t"'~t T>nilp.tely would be better if c<>rtr.in nhilp.telic journals 
Viould not hr~ve created so-cf',llp.cl "e~erts." You 'mow as well e.s I thr!.t 
r.1r!.ny nersons WI10 are not students a"ld 'l7no p.!'e not f81'1ilir!.r wi th the fund e.
mentals of philr!.tely have been held up to the publi.c as e;:perts. It is easy 
for such ~eo1')le to misinternret ?~d misus~ scientific terms and nethods. 
You nave certainly hp,c the e~:n erienC'e of havinG ~rour conclusions grossly 
misinterpreted by so-called "expe-rts lt • The years of thoue.:ht 2.nd study you 
neve ~ut into your publications, instee.d of servin£: as 2. true foundation , 
beco"le merely a. superficial guide to those who do not !lroJlprl:r 2nalyze the 
subject. 

J. .,lJ4. 

CE'rtp'n .,?'lilatelic '!')romoters"Glorified a number of people with the neue of 
"e'1C!>E"rt" ['nd the time has CO'1e when these people are sincere in the belief thrt 
t:uey &1'e " :q>erts ~ It is just the sene e.s when somebody is continually ce.lled 
" c2.ptaln lt t' ough undeserving of the title. The tirr.e eventun.lly cones whe'1 he 
is t:::re-f!tl~r put out wnen soreone omits to cp.ll llim by 'lis assumed title. 

You have undoubtedly ren.d the article in Sto!!lps ··mc.c2.zine describing the Luff 
Room and its equipu.ent. You C2..l1 see how dengerous it is to clescrioe our 
e:n )ar?~tus Dnd methods. You can see tilat our omission of whnt to you are 
important facts is justified in vie'.7 of thE'! rossible misuse of scientifuter!TIs 
by those unfarnilip:, wi til their :,:>roper use. In the future we PlPY disclose a 
number 0:: thinGS since the re)orts. except in the c['.se of the Krump stp.!I1P, 
do not detc.il ?ll the fpcts disclos~d in the course of the e':?~mination. 

'.ie have deliberately refrainecl from mentioning any nameS in connection with 
the opinions on ?ny of the ste..mps reported in the Oooldet. Colson in his usual 
me~er has been spreading e, cert2.in eJnoun t of npro-pagp.nclall against the LG.bora
tories. The least he could hnve done vms to r!.!lologize to Mr. Martin and he W2.S 
given ample time to do so. In view of the manner in which he nas been acting 
we would rp.ther welcome nis corning out in the open on the su~ject. Our files 
contain a number of things W11ich he may not like to h?~e exposed. In fact, 
wi th <,,11 the stamps exam::"ned, the files of the Laboratories are far more complete 
the.!l would be inclicated by the re ort. These show only those facts which 
themselves point to the definit~ conclusion ana.:Mp.intp.in the others in reserve 
in case there should be eny question. '!'Ie mieht :wntion that the conclusions 
reached. by the Le~boratories coincide in every detait, with ouinions you hG.ve 
reached on stanns examined by you. Do you possess a sixth sense? 

-Again referring to the 30¢ 1869 cover, you seen to feel it night be genuine ] 
The question of dates is very interesting and in my personal collection I have 
a large number of covers mailed to Frence during that period. In only one 
inste_'lce did I find the date of tile French tr1"nsit postmark to be iclentical 
wit: the l:ew York transit postmark. On chec ing up with Che1'1pion's book on 
French postr.lD..r sit VTaS impossible to reconcile the Frencil mari:ing with eny 
. e has noted. It is 2. point of unusual interest and I believe this French 
postmark to be for~ed. noth covers bearing identical dates show tr~ces of 
erasure of what was probably the pro::!er postmark. The Paris receiving I'l8rk · 
w?s correct in botil instances • 

I shall -oe interested in knoliing whnt you might ne.ve found in connection with 

.~ 
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Stanley~. Ash0rook, ~sq. August 7, 1939 

tlle ?ossibility of identical dates on dispatched £'...'1.(1 receiving tra.'1.sit 
m?rk::s. However. there o.~e other fects in connectio'1. with the 30i str>..mp L wnicn are conclusive that it wp.s not originally used on this coyer. 

You can rendily unclerstnnd th?t what I have written here is in strictest 
confidence, p~d I shall be glad to h~ve any further comments or ~~g~~stions 
fron you. 

Wi th kindest· personp,l ::.'egCU'cls. 

Sincerely Y01..U's J 

Y. SO tB.:.:r 

3y 

SY;BS 
Enel. $1.00 

.~ 
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PHONE PLAZA 8.6077 

Y. SOUREN CO. 
POSTAGE STAMPS FOR COLLECTORS 

394 PARK AVENUE 
BET. 83RD AND !14TH STS. 

NEW YORK. N. Y • 

14,""llst 12 , 1939 

Stnnley . Ashoro6k , 'Enq. 
434 S. Grp~d Ave . • 
Fort ~hor.12 s, Ky. 

De<>r 
., ..... r . 

He!'6wl th I run send.ing tne :nformat ion on the 
s tear:ler snil :.nes. 

p..ee 1 lists the nteaner scItedules from. ugust 18 
to A"llb".lst 22, 10,69 nnel 1'8, ... e 2 is ['. l.i.st.:.n~ of C1tl.v8rtisments pnnear
in:.; in t:18 :kw Yor: r':ir:1€s. 

s the T!'i 1L"le is being oo'md by the Librp,!J" ?t tIte 
"Y)r@sent t iT""e, e tool,: tn.e infor, rtio~ from til'" l;ew Yor': ':'iT'Jes . 

,~y further co~ ents o~ this suoject will follow at 
the first o~""ort~"lity I hnve . 

SY.ss 
Encl • 

Resnect:ul1y yours , 
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I, r- ~ tp. 
PHONE PLAZA 3.11077 

Y. SOUREN CO . 
POSTAGE STAMPS FOR COLLECTORS 

394 PARK AVENUE 
BET. !53RD AND !54TH STS. 

NEW YORK. N. Y. 

Stp..n ey :3. Ashbroo1r . 'Jsq. 
434 S. G:-n.nd Ave. • 
Fo rt Thome s. Ken t-<l.C'cCY 

Decr 1~!' . chbrook: 

Au.£llSt 11, 1939 

This is to acknowledt;e receint of your favor of recent date , end 
because of the unusually 1n.r,3e arllOU!lt of worl: wrtich h~s accunule.ted 
since publishi"rlC of our "boo'clet . I en not p_"rlcwerint; you fu.lly on 
the su"bject Et this t:S.!'le . 

However , YO'J. will :'letU' fror-: oe in r. ::lore detailed mpJ1n€r in the near 
f-<l.t~U'e . 

~here is no doubt :n ny mind that the stamp did not be10nr to this 
co ~r for the reason that the p['.rt of the cancellntion falling on 
the cover is done by br-;lsh. Secondly , tilere is a dL~ference in ink 
i7hich alone will donder:m t:le eenuinenes s of the stamp on this cover . 
That it miGht have been e l5¢ rey-Iaced is Mother quest ion . T'liis 
does not enter into the wo!,': of the Labore.tories . The Labo:ratories 
~erely give us the str~cture of t~e ink nerticles SlowinG on the stenp 
and on the cover . 

:By this time, llOwever I you are in !'€cei:;:>t of the P:lotographs ".vhich 
we sent you. They explain :"o1"e tht'~ what was nentioned in the booklet . 

·.{itl1. dndest re.r.;rrds , 

Sincerely yours . 

Y. S01.i3:ElT CO . 

:By 

Sy·ss , 
P. S. You cen be sure I 17ill have sor:lC0:- e chec':ing in the Fubl ic 
Librp!'y on the :nfor~r.tlon pbnut the steamers of August 4 , 1869 • 
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~ ' ~ B. Y. TIMES AuP,uat 18, 1869 Wednesday 

Ship l"eav1~~ for Europo 

"" Java }xJ.e. 18 New York to Liverpool 
Colorado ~. 18 " to Liverpool • Aleppo Aug. 19 " to Livorpool 
Pennsylvania. J.Jlg. 21 " to Liverpool 
City of Boston Aug. 21 " to Liverpool 
Cambria J.;wr;. 21 " to GlasP,Ow 
LafD3'ett o k.lr;. 21 " to Havre 

• Departure of Foroil;Jl Mcl.ls 
Mailo for Europe, via Liverpool, b~r the ItJavall , cloBe at the P.O. at 12 
mail for paid lettero, on the pior. Jersey City, to It~.K. 

- -- - ~ - - - - -
Aunlst IS, 1869 !flJUrsdDy 

Aleppo Aug. 19 New York to Liverpool 
Pennsylvania Aug. 21 .. to L i vnrpool 
01 ty of Boston ~. 21 " to Liverpool 
OEl,Jllbria }JJ.g. 21 " to nla6~w 
Lafayette ~. 21 II to Havre 

I -

Supplementary 

, Ma1l3 for Europe, via Southampton &, Bl'elnen. by the "Union" close a.t IGU. Supplementary a.t 1:45PM. 

'" • 

.. 

August 20, 1869 Fri~ 

Pennoylvnnia klg. 21 few York to Liverpool 
C1 ty of Boston Au,g. 2l tI to Liverpool 
Cambria. Aug. 21 il to Glas~o'iV 
Lafayette N.l.E;. Zl " to Havre - ~ ... - - .. - -

~st 2l~ 1869 Saturday 

Pen"1.sylvania kJ.r!,. 21 New York to Livorpool 
City of Booton Aui;. 21 " to L 1 verpool 
Cambria ""-1.."', . 21 II to GlnSI;O\'l 
Lafayette .&.1.~ . 21 " to Havro 

~ails for France, via Ha.vre & BroDt, by the "Lafayette" closo at 12M. Mails for Europe 
via Liv8Il)ool by f'City of BostonU C10BO at 1.. • Supplo..,ontar;.· at 1140 foli. 

~st 22, 1869 Sunday 
No SteaTlsh1:pa 1eavinP, • 

Y. SOUREN CO. 
3£>4 I ~ri, Ave. 

New York CIt.)' 

,. , 
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A..nv.FJlTISF; .u~·j·TS APl'EAlUlrG IN N. Y.TD S ,ednosday, Au~st 18. 1869 

The Genel'nl TransAtlantic Company'l3 Mail Steanah1ps between }~. Y. & Ha.vro, calliIlP, 
at Brest: 

Lo..fayetto 
Peroire 

Saturday, ~. 21 
Sa.turda,.y. !opt. 4 

ClJlwm LIliE 
The British & No. American Royal Ma.i1 S. S. 0 s between N.Y. &, LlveI1loo1, call1llP, at 
Cork Harbor: 

Java 
Aleppo 
Scotia 

iednesci.ay, Au~. 18 
Tlru.rsday, AllP,. 19 
Wednesday, Aug. 25 

FOR LIVl"JU'OOL & Q,UJ'..EUSTO'Ii. 
Inman Line of Mail Steamers: 

Ci ty of Boston Sa.t. AuP,. 21 at 1 PM 
tnt:'. Tues,Aur,. 24 at 1 PM 

TO LIV}~L. call1n~ at Queenstown: 
Color tio k1P,. 18 at 3 PM 
Nebra.ska AuF,. 25 at 4 PM 

TO LIV'ERPOOL 
Pennsylvania 
~he Q;ueen 

Q.trill1!N STOWN. 
Sat. ~. Zl at 2 PM 
Sa.t. A.u.g. ~ Pot 9 }J 

ADVEl T!SO "'NT IJ,JP ' lUG J:U Ij . Y • .DAILY mlmJNi~. Au.r;ust 19th, 1869 
h"ORTII GErutAlJ LLOlD 

nUn1onl1 - U.S .. .... 11 - i'hursd8.y. AW':I.lst 19 
for 

Breman, via Southampton. 

V. SOUREN CO. 
384 Park Ave. 

New York City 

.. 
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rmLATcLlC RESEARCt] LA UORA1 tJdL " iac. 
394 Park Ave. 

New York, City 
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P£iL7~mV' ,ES~ARn ,.' 
~J; 394 Pai"l( A\c. 

New Yorl<, Ci y 
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pmUTEUC RESEARClJ LAUORA1mUtS, Inc. 
394 Park Ave. 

New York, City 





rmLATillC n(Sf~RCn U BORA TORIES. loG. 
394 Park Ave. 

New Yorl{, City 





P,l!LATtiJC RES:2j.f'Cr v 'fJRAT hlES,loc. 
3')4 Park Ave. 

New York, City 
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_.-.. ........ _. 
DANtCI.. C ""OOD"'U~ 

............ _ .. '
WA.l..T1U~ I: ."tT ... , 

.... VlCTOItt K!tAN&., HNt..,. ~_ "AVNC. 
~Itt ArTt:;",tSDN. NCNIn'Itt.nr.AOoNU.&. ._ .......... _ ........ -.,.. 

.JOttN ... T1'tllAOwtu.....I" COWAN) 1" .......... 

-~--J, 

A~IEHICAN BANI\: NOTE CO~IPA ... 'Y 
70 BU()1\1) STUEET 

J.:&y 15, 1935 

Uy dur lIr. Knapp I 

I bave had a careful examination 
cade of the 10¢ United states stamp of the 
1847 issue which, I understand, is known from 
the collectore' vie. point as the -Knapp Shift". 

It i. undoubtedly a genuine stamp and 
the irregularities appearing in this stamp ha ...... 
probably occurred in the re-entering of this par
ticular stamp on the plate. 

Your. very truly , 

HRT/LB 

To. 
Hr. Edward S. Knapp, 



COP Y 

~"U,10ric H EalU': NOve ...;GlL"':a~""!y 
70 ~rO.lr ...... t. , 
~re 'I YQI'lc. 

:.~ay 1:;, 1 93E: • 

I 'l-lclVi) l~ .... d. a cc,rl"'f1'1 I"!;;: m.in iti ,m lw.adc of t ~e 100' 
u • .Li:'ed stutes ...:tar,lp o~ t " 1 °17 i .... f'ue \"hich, J lL.C."rl1t:,mrl, 
-l . .., :,:::~ol.;n fro.r. tht; co l('ctol"'S t vic'l\" oint s the ·'I:no.I'p Shil'te" 

It is 'mdouot ll,Y!l benuine :::t, np ',-,~d ~: .. o ii're.::,ularities 
a pP9..I'i·1.b in t 11i'" st 'L1 had ::~2ohD.l:;17r occurred i",: .I-:~e r -cl"'ter-
1 ..... 0 nf t'· -i [; 1:-'" -l'ltiC1; .. lD.:ra ~::~~p 011 J.:1 e .l)].&te. 

( . . , \ 
"'~o'~ C, 

T3. F. :::-,.,cadvr .... ll 

F 1 

:'0: 
i 'r. .......::.w. r'i S. ~~~1Q.:::'.rJ. 





"'~'1'~~tCf\r:~rl"cr l """'ATn,'"C""" l lj~lI.l\ lll!.B Hl:';:"':ll.\· fl U }.\ ~~\'I..~t [le. 
394 Par:, A'l/e. 

New Yorl<, Ci Y 

~. 





Dear Elliott: 

ropy of Letter sent to El~iott Perry 
From Ned Knapp. 

I noted your article in r,our rraper attempting to 
damage my property, by cal:ing it a 'fake' Its quite in 
line with your general attitude toward everything and every
body - You know perfectly well it isn't a fake. You should 
if you want to do the honest thing, retract that word "fake". 
it doesn't belong there and I consider it libel - I'd like to 
have an explanation from you ",hy you used the word - Is it 
venom toward me? (or Ashbrook)) Qr do you think you know more 
than the Bank Note Co.? Your type, I don't understand at all 
but it is a decidedly harmful type, ith an unfriendly fee ing 
towards the world. 

:2dward Knapp. 





FmUTELlC R(SEA!(Cn unmUHm:~~. b~ .. 
394 Park Ave. 

New York, City 

.. 



Dear Stanley: 

H O RACE W . BARR 

2815 PENN AVENUE 

WEST LAWN . PENNSYLVANIA 

April 11,37. 

This is going to be a very short letter,as my eyes and head 
simply ache.! have spent about fifteen hours on this stamp in the last two 
days.I am going to give Y0U my conclusions and will write details later. 
It has been awfully hard working with a photo alone without the help of an 
actual stamp.I am so sure however that I would gamble the stamp i f I ever 
see it will bear out my contentions.There are so many places where you have 
to decmde whether a thing is a photo defect or a marking on the stamp. Take 
for instance that gap in the shading of the 0 in OFFICE.I can't tell if 
this is a photographic defect or not,but one glance at the stamp would tell. 
I refer to the pair you sent me.I can't find a thing on it,but it did tell 
me several new things.My conclusions are as follows.lt is not a printing 
variety,and it IS NOT A PAINTING.I experimented with some paint and a single 
hair brush last night and decided that a person with a very ~ii little more 
skill and experience than I have(and this person would not be hard to find 
as my skill and experience at painting is about nill)could easily paint 
these lines.Nevertheless I am sure it is not a painting.lt is NOT A FAKE~ 
but a triple transfer made with the transfer roll.I can show where every 
line on that stamp came from, even that extra line in the E that we could 
not account for.I think the real thing that fooled us all is tha~ five or 
six of these lines are m?de up partially from one entry and partially 
from another.They can not be fitted ~~~pere if taken as a sing~e line, but 
considered as being made up of two ~~s they can be easily f~tted in. 
The thing that got me onto it was that,fhink without exception every line 
on the 3lR shift can he found on the Knapp shift.I believe if your en
largements were pI the same size that the 31R could belaid on this shift 
and all the lines would coincide.The letters that show the triple are the 
o ans S of POST and the ICE of OFFICE and the two X's.But only parts or 
some of the lines in these letters are from the triple.I still can think 
of only one way these lines could have showed up late in the life of the 
plate and that is the solder theory.! read your article in STAMPS and think 
it very good.However I go farther than you do.! think the difference in a 
print from copper and steel plates can be seen even though the plate is an 
engraved one instead of a transferred one.A tool will cut very differently 
in steel and copper. The resultant cut line in the plate would be different 
consequently the inked line would be different and the whole print would 
have a different appearence.Now I personally might not be able to pick . (~. 
them out but I have no doubt at all that one that handled a great many ~~ 
would haveno trouble at all.Thanks for the information on the proofs.! agr~ 
with you.Can I soak the gum off without injuring the card.It is bad enough 
that they were thinned but the gum is impossible.I wrote Mason but have 
not had a reply as yet.I am sorry you could not come,but of course had no 
idea of expecting you to make a special trip.Just thought you might be 
coming east.I know what you are going through as I moved four times the 
first ttil two years I was married and have not moved for about thirty 
since."l!hat do they say."two movings are equal to a fire"?So ! wont be at 
all anxious if ! do not hear from you for a while.! will write you later 
however giving you more details and some sketches I am making up. 

Sincerely, 
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SINCE 1915 

July 14, 1941 

Dear Stanley, , 

Yes, I recall the Mekeel story about the cover Knap 
bought,because that sory was credited to me. But I never told 
anyone t~at I wrote it, or admitted it was mine. I didn't get 
any of it from Knapp. What happened was common talk around the 
Fox Club, and Kuehne, Gerhman and possibly others were kidded 
without much mercy for having refused to buy the cover from 
Krassa. I heard about it from Percy Doane1 or in his office and 
have no recollection of Knapp being present. I'm pretty sure it 
had been the cuase of much merriment before I heard about it. 

If I haven't told worse stories than that on myself I 
could. I pulled one bull that cost me as much as a six meeks trip 
to Europe - which it would take more than one pair of frame line 
Confeds to pay for. --- Horace Barr told me about the solder matter himself and about 
the time that you mentioned it. My idea has been that Horace 
considered it might be a possible solution - not that it had to 
be T:iE solution to the Knapp "shift". As I belei:e I already knew 
what caused the Knapp "shift" and that it did not come from a D.T. 
or any such re-entry on the plate, the solder solution did not 
explain the Knapp stamp, altho it might be very useful thing to 
know. Probably the only thing wrong with the solder theory is 
that it doesn't happen to apply to the Knapp stamp. Itvis merely 
an attempt to prove something haJpened which actually did not 
happen. Circumstantial evidence has brought more than one man to 
the gallows for a murder which someone else committed. t~an I knew 
in Chicago read in the newspaper that he had been convicted of a 
felony and sentenced to prison. 1e wondered about that as would 
anyone. The solution was both strange and simple. He had been 
robbed of his pocketbook and papers and when the robber was caught 
committing another crime the culprit "adopted" my friend's name 
and was tried and sentenced under my friend's name. 

New Yorker article tells how Souren s~ent $1,800 on the 
Knapp stamp. The mighty mountain went into travail and brought 
forth - not even a mouse. What's the use of having thousands of 
dollars worth of scientific equipment? ~~ don't such people use 
it on the stamps they offer for sale? Or do they? Judging by what 
I have seen with a ten cent magnifier - or no glass at all - I wonder. 
The solder trail is a bit obscure. You and I knaw it started with 
Horace Barr. Thompson claims it for his very own. If Souren should 
deny that Thompson got it from him what did Souren do with $1,800~ 
This looks to me like a proper target for some good-natured kidding, 
with or without satire. 
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Stanle;y :B. Ashbrook. Esq. 
434 So. Grand Av. 
Ft. Thomas, ley. 

Dear lLr. Ashbrookl 

o~~ r~~~ ~VD~~ D 
~GW Y~~H / N.Y. 

Octo ber 6, 1941 

The lots have finally been PIlt together, and now that :Behr is a"'q showing them 
througnout the country I have a few minutes to devote to ~ correspondence. • 

In rereading one of ;your letters, I find the sentence, ''It'ell, if Harmer and neeman 
are right, I th1nk you will agree wi6h me that it was a prettY' swell job of paint
ing and being so fine, wq did the artist only make one copy?" t know Y'ou have 
your little jokes bnt supposing you were serious. 

I want to explain on this matter as simplY' as possible in such w~ that it can be 
understood bY' every ordinary collector as well as those who have advanced know
ledge. If we look back on the course of life, we find that our progress has been 
made possible througn science and its developments. 

As ordinary human beings we see things that do not exist and, at times, we do not 
see things as they actually are. One can take two objects of the same dimension. 
and they can appear to be in different sizes---an optical illusion. Sometimes in 
a single color, we see two different co10rs---an optical illusion. When landing 
in a plane, the ground seems to be coming up to the plane---an optical Ulusion. 

When one makes a hobby of stamps and ha.s some knowledge of chemistry, mathematics, 
optics, p~sics, etc., one cannot avoid making a subconscious approach to philately 
along these lines, especially those whose love of collecting is the primar.y fascin
ation. lith such persons profit may enter into it without being a deciding factor. 
~ a.pproach to stamps along these lines makes one spend time with his dreams when 
he cannot afford to do so. There is an inner desire for knowledge similar to the 
drunkard without money who yet finds some way of getting something to drink. 

In the course of philately and its growth, its followers found out that a magni
fying glass would throw more light on certa.in characteristics than the naked eye. 
It would natureJ.ly follow that more powerful magnifying gla.sses would show just 
that much more. Those who knew of the existence of more powerful glasses used 
them, and from there went on to the use of the microscope and to microscopes of 
many different forms, and they all could see more than those who used only their 
eyes or a simple magnifying glass. 

.' 
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S. ll. Ashbrook, Esq. - 2-

D~~ r~~~ ~~D~~G 
~GW Y~~H / N.Y. 

October 6, 1941 

Just as magnifying glasses have been superseded by more powerful instruments, so has 
other progress been made with stamps. llenzine, carbona, and other fluids were very 
helpful in disclosing thin spots, repairs, etc., but have given way to methods whien 
do not require the immersion of a stamp in a fluid. (Sometimes immersion is harmful., 
as in the case of the U.S. l¢ lB6l, in whien the color is definitely affected by ben
zine. ) So whY' should we use benzine when the ultra violet rays bring out not alone 
the things that could be seen in benzine but will bring out repairs covered with an 
oily substance so as to show how the repair has been camouflaged to evade detection 
in benzine. 

The ultra violet ray will show an original. pen cancellation that may have been cleaned 
from a Ettemp. It can bring out other fakings not visible to the naked eye or to a 
magnifying glass. The ultra violet raY' will also give indications as to Whether the 
gum on an unused stamp is the original gum or has been added later. In the case of 
gum the ultra violet r~s do not give the conclusive proof but they do give the indi
cation. In suen cases the stamp can be subjected to further tests which can prove the 
point by revealing the composition of different gums. 

Now all this is in no ~ different from the application of science in our everyday 
life and progress. To~ a doctor doesn't take a big shot of whiskey before he does 
an amputation (see Dr. Smith in 1803, in the Readers' Digest). The doctor today doesnt 
haTe to mutilate a man's body looking for a maes of kidney stones until he finds the 
correct position. When he sees what the X-ray has to tell him, he can go ahead with 
hi8 operation w1thout fortifying himself with whiskey, and he doesn't have to give 
whiskey to the patient either. 

As philately has grown, the need for checking our knowledge has gr01m with it. One 
could not rely forever on benzine. parttcmlarly when the violet ray can give proof. It 
is growing enough to want tangible proof. In the old days they would sit down and by 
mere opinion state the stamp was "unused", "pen-cancelled", "repaired","genuine', 
"fakeR, etc. There was no way of giving proof to what was said. There were just the 
good wishes of all concerned in a free-for-all opinion in behalf of philately. llut 
today the ultra violet will show where a pen cancellation has been removed. The ultra 
violet does not give an opinion. It shows definitely for all to see. This is proof 
and leaves no room for free-for-all opinion so far as the question of pen cancellation 
is concerned. This is just one tiny instance of how science has been helpful in 
philately, even to those who in the past have staked their reputat1o!ll and their good 
names on their eyesight. One can go on forever, and so can every sensible man. and 
state instances of how science has added to human progress. 

I have noticed that for some years ~ love for stamps has not been all it used to be. 
I have really been mistaken in I1\V liking for stamps. My love has been in the many 
subjects entering into a stamp---art, printing. paper. and all those other features 
that surround a stamp. Since 1929 when I bought ~ first microscope from Eugene Klein, 

.~ 
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I have "wasted" more time with this than my btlsiness should have permitted, but this 
time has not been spent in vain, for I discovered the possibilities to see things and 
learn things otherwise unknown to us. Outside of a stamp being itself, I would see it 
as a piece of paper, the inks with which it was printed, and the historic reasons for 
its existence. This has brought me many sleepless nights. 

I have had a broad scientific education. I am a graduate in chemistry, p~sics, and 
have qualifications in microscopy and research ability. With this background, it was 
not difficult for me to go into the chemistry of inks and the substances used in mak
ing paper, as well as advancing myself in microscopic studies. Therefore, my worries 
went to supplement my knowledge into the manufacturing of paper in its different forms 
and stages. Everything I learned brought the realization of how much more there is yet 
to be learned, and it was enough of a headache to acquire this little knowledge in the 
face of what I grew to realize DrIlst yet be learned. However, I have learned enough to 
recompense me for all the time and worry spent on it. 

Science has advanced to a point where papers and inks can be brought down into their 
original components. Long before Mr. Knapp ever brought his lO¢ 1847 in here, I have 
had plenty of opportunities to attack basic problems. I was the first to bring scien
tifically the existence of faked centerlines and arrows on the Farley imperforates, 
among other things, but I didn't ballyhoo about it. As far back as 1924, before I 
knew how to distinguish any of the types of the l~ 1851, I found a Type I 1851 l~ faked 
from a Type II in the H@.wk1ns collection. Dr. Kuntz of the duPont laboratories checked 
me on this and it was probably the first inkling I had of how science could be em
ployed in checking stamps, though this was a relatively easy question. 

Working on the Knapp shift, I had to approach the subject setting aside any philatelic 
knowledge. ~ problem was to reduce the stamp to its components, just as the ultra 
violet will show a pen cancellation, giving visual proof. The facts disclosed were 
just as conclusive. It was studied as a piece of paper, plus printing, studied with 
various instruments in conjunction with other lO¢ 1847's, with the result that we have 
a stamp designated in the Standard Catalogu.e as 129, which has a number of doubly trans
ferred lines. These lines, both of the basic stamp and the shift, are similar and 
identical in every way--paper, ink, and composition, with existing and accepted lO~ 
1847, Scott 129. If some people claim this stamp to be a fake, I will agree with them 
that the Knapp shift is a fake provided they will also agree that each and every *29 
printed on similar paper and with similar inks is a fake. If the Knapp shift is a 
fake, all lO¢ 1847's are fake. If the Knapp shift is genuine, all lO¢ 18~7's are 
genuine. Science has settled this matter beyond any opinion or attack by opinionated 
people. 
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In view of the findings which the instruments have disclosed and not by visual exam
ination and opinion. to differ from scientific findings is simply to disregard facts. 
A petrographic microscope is able to bring out features not otherwise known. Through 
this and other instruments those familiar with their use and ways of bringing out 
things are able to read whether press impressions are made from steel, copper, or from 
any other plate. Any~reBeareh 1aborator7 with a personnel familiar with the operations 
of these instruments can get the same reading and make the same proof. 

I have found out that the U.S. stamps prior to 1851 have been printed from copper 
plates and the evidence is that the 1851 and later issues have been printed from steel 
plates. This is neither a guess nor an opinion. To paraphrase, if the 5¢ and 10; 
1847's were printed from steel plates, then the 1851 and later issues were printed from 
copper plates. This proof is not alone in the structure of the stamp but can also be 
obtained chemically. See page 403 of Volume 6 of the Enclycopedia Britannica, 14th 
Edition, 1929, in which it states that the presence of copper can be detect4d and 
"Potassium ferrocynide gives a brown precipitate, and if the solution be very dilute, a 
brown color is produced. This latter reaction will detect one part of eopper in 
5OqoOO of water." Ihl~. this was in the 1929 edition, chemists today can deteet the 
presence of even smaller quantities of copper. Those who can spend time to volunteer 
opinions on this stamp might better spend their time in learning these things. 

Sinee I am a human being, I am not ~e from deficiencies but I do know better than 
to trust opinion when I can get facts. We live in an age when newspapers can make or 
break homes: when opinioniated people, going contrar,y to life, can upset the equili
brium of a nation; when strategy and armies are directed by armchair generals. In 
philately we have armchair high priests, one of whom has actua11T deified himself but 
sensible people can go to a circus and laugh at the clowns. However, when a serious 
matter enters. one does not laugh. One goes conscientiously to bring out not opinion 
but to try and demonstrate facts. 

You can't waSh a black stove white with soap but you can paint it. I don't wee where 
there is any call on me to make research students out of high priests. All they do is 
to paint when they have a chanee to pat aside opinion to learn something about their 
subject and to do some real work and secure sensible and reasonable results. 

Ie have all the Knapp correspondence. and a very brilliant minded student. one who 
seeks the truth, has branded the 10; 1847 shift as a "rank fake". Rere are quotations 
from some of his letters. wiun an occasional comment from myself. MY comments are in 
parenthesis. 

Nov. 14. 1935 "After examining the stamp I think it a waste of time and money to 
do anything more. In my opinion it is undoubtedly a fraud. 
Fortunately the "artist" happened to se1eet a stamp from a plate 

.~ 
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Jan. 8, 1936 

J,{,q 15, 1936 

May 22, 1936 

no 

~; June 3, 1936 

position with such definite characteristics and so unlike anything 
else on the plate that it can be identified with certainty." 

(In other words, the shift is painted in.) 

I am 80 certain that I can prove beyond any reasonable doubt that 
the thing 1s an absolute fake that I am willing to back my' opinion 
with ~ amount of desirable U.S. stamps worth from 1,000 to 10,000. 

Vice-president John p. Treadwell of the American Bank Note Co. 
writes to Knapp that the stemp is genuine and so is the shift. 
Knapp tells of this to the student in question. Here 1s his own 
reaction: 

Dear Knapp: 
I have your kind letter end thank you for advis-lng me in 

regard to the American Bank Note Co. I am perfectly satisfied that 
no part of your 10¢ '47 is an intentional imitation or fake. I do 
not recall having said it was a "paint job" and in fact believe I 
stated that I did not know how it was made.---
It is a mere accident of printing of which many examples have been 
found on the 10¢ '47 stamps. 

As a shift I still would say the stamp is a fraud, tho I now believe 
it was produced by an accident of manufacture and not afterwards. 
Of course I must qualify that statement because I did not then know 
that an imitation shift could be produced by an accident of printing. 
I was satisfied it was not a genuine shift but did not know that a 
genuine stamp could bear an imitation shift in the ink of the stamp 
itself. 

June 12, 1936 One suggestion that came through a friend has not been acted on 
that I know of, altho I wrote Stanley about it and think the equip
ment and a competent operator may be found in Cincinnati. I refer 
to what is called "optical section". :By this means it is sometimes 
possible to determine if one print is superimposed on another and 
this might clearly reveal whether the "irregulariti4s" on your stamp 
are merged into the normal design as I believe genuine shift lines 
would be, or are not. I do not know if the American Bank Note Co. 
used or have equipment for "optical section" but am sure it can be 
found in New York or vicinity and believe I could arrange for such 
a test to be made. 
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July 11. 1936 I do not know what the American Bank Note Co. reported to you as 
to exactly how the stamp you sulxnitied to them was produced, bu.; 
I am quite willing to take my chances with them and have no doubt 
they will agree with me. 

In view of all this correspondence and in view of what has been learned about . this 
stamp, it would seem that he has set his own standards for proof. and now that this 
proof has been presented to him publicly, he seeks innuendo to keep the question open. 
It makes one wonder about his sincerity. This is hardly like the high priests burst
ing to have their names in print. I lrke to see them go on record in condemning this 
stamp beceuse they condemn science. 

With a sincere student, it is different, for progress is animated and better served bT 
sincere and free antagonism in which both antagonists have the truth as their onlT end. 
Just as en 011 well needs gas pressure to bring it through the ground, bu.t sure as day 
a rtaturel guSher will not be plugged by human beings nor will science be stopped bT 
the high priests end Mahomets of philately. 

I think I have made myself entirely clear on ~e snbject of this stamp which some 
people are trying to use for their own benefit but which will eventually bring their 
downfall. There is nothing in this letter which is confidential. You may make use of 
it as you see fit, even in certain publications w~th whose policy I am not in accord. 

"i th kindest personal regards, I am 

~. 

YS:p 

Sincerely yours, 

PHILATELIC RESEA.RCH 
LAJ3ORATORIES, INC . 

~ 
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111'. Edward 8. Knapp 
158 Bast 64th Street 
Be. York, B. Y. 

Dear 1Ir. Knapp I 

November 23, 1935 

Enclosed is the lO~ 47 stamp 1 reoeived from 70U 

five m1nutes ago. Glose sorutiny is unnecessary. I find 

not onl7 a ver7 poor17 faked "Po~t Otfioe" shitt, but poor-

17 faked tor any vari~t7 ot shift. One may oall it paint 

or ink, whichever su1ts ones fan07, Some ma7 call it olever 

but I still retain my selt-respeot and refuse to confer it 

such honor. 

This fake has a position dot -- horizontal and 

diagonal lines in both "X's" -- a vertical line close to 

the border in the lower right corner. 31 R Post Office shitt 

has none of these, while most of the added lines in Post Oftice 

are notioeably faked. The most pronounced errors are to be 

found in the horizontal and diagonal lines in both "X's", 

Will plate it when I go home to lunch, 

ii~ 
Frank R. Sweet . ,/:l. 3ilf ~ ~ <;: . •... --L.f~ AL ~ r 
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Oct. 10, 19 1. 

'1'. ry L . Lindqui t. 
ork, N. Y. 

D r H 1'ry: 

I thou you ght b int~r ted in th follow1n 
lett r fro ouron dated Oct. 6th. Souron 

othlng confidential about the 1 tte so 
o to you. Th ubj ct rof 1'r d to W 8 tho 

ondonc, nd a v ry brill! t 
th truth, has brandod th lO¢ 

H re or quot tiona trom 0 0 
ont from mysolf. y 

Jan. 8 1936 I 0 certain that 
l' onabl doubt th t tho thing is 

l11ing to back my opinion 1 th any 
at ps \jOrth fro 1,000 to 10,000. 

of th1 

J" :!>:. ... r--



r. H rry L. Lindquist, Oct. 10, 1941. 

J 12, 1936 On uggo tion th t c through friend 
h not bo n act d on that I know O~, altho I ~rote Stanl y 
about it nd think th equIpment a co p tent operator may 
be found in Cincinnati. I rarer to what is called "optical 

etton." By this m an it 1s somettmos possiblo to det rmtn 
if one print i sup r1mpo eO. on anoth r nnd this might clearly 
r v 0.1 ~h th r th "lrregularitle" on your at .p ar merged into 
th norn 1 d ign I believe genuine hift line would be, or are 
not . I do not kno it th rlcan Bank loto Co. us d or have 

qui nt for "optlcnl ection" but sure it can be found in 
U York or vicinity nd b 11 v I could arrange for such a tost 
to b d • 

u1y llv 1936 I do not kn~1 

• 
In vi w of 11 th1 corr spond nc nd in vie of 
le n d bout thi t p, t would se G 
tandard ro~ proof, nd no' th t th1 proof h b en pr entad to 

him publ! ly, h ok Innuetdo to k p the question op n . It 
m as one wond r about his sincerity. Th1 is hardly lIke the 
hi pr1 to bursting to h vo their n e in prInt . I like to 300 
thom 60 on r cord in condemniD8 th1 at p b cause t y cond mn 
ai nc . tl 

call 

tl 

that 

o I hough you 10. b 

tc., 

.~ 



His Royal Higlmess (Harmer)' s solution of the i:ill.app shift 
aoes make the fellows who spent a lot of time working on that thing 
look rather foolish and no doubt it will exasperate Souren. Evidently 
Harmer doesn't know that the sta~p was checked against all thei major 
and minor shifts long ago. When I ~t aroun~ t9 it I s~a1l Eublish 
~ ~er §Q everybody ~ know It. The answer has-no been a secret 
with me. As far back as 1936 at least one other student of l847s 
knew it and I don't J.r,now how many he may havetold it to. If they 
did not believe him it is not my fault. In the old days t here was a 
step in the printing process which is no longer used. That made it 
pos s ible to produce a "shift!! hav4ing the appearance of engraved lines 
~ any position of any plate. The transposition of the duplicated 
V lines might or might not exactly agree with the lines of the design, 

and the rsult would be so similar to a genuine D.T. that unless one 
knew how it was made it might pass for a genuine D.T. without question. 
It is not caused by the sheet "kissing" the plate altho it may have 
characteristics very similar to those of such a flkis E,iIT. 

('no p p 1 <9 + ~1_8_~---=-1 _Q)_h_l -,---f t-~ ___ ~_e_rr_t_'{\j_l_ll_1_e_t(_U~5_~o_V\'\_e_J)_C)_'Y_ 
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'!o.y 3rd, .936. 

r . dw. S . Kn pp, 
300 Park Ave. , 

Ne York, . Y. 

y dear ned: 

Perry has my goat and I admit it. He s sioply cr zy to 
brenk into print and damn your st p up and down nd also in doing 
so to damn veryone who has had the ext rem gall to question any 
opinion he expresses . His egotis is coloss 1 and it sure gets my 
goat . 

I sending you herewith a copy of so e "Notes" he sent 
Dolph to publish. I havo no right to end you thi copy as I am 
goIng it \dthout Dolph' pe~ iss~on. So treat this bsolutely con
fid ntlal . I did not ask Dolph pe~n1ss10n to send you this copy, 

once e did not request n not to do 1 . H nc I am not betraying 
ny request . HO'7evor I feel Dolph ould prefer that no copy be 

sen you for fear ho "eht get in bad \nth Elliott. I feel this 
y . I do not thi Perl'Y is playing __ h:. I think h is trying to 

put Dolph on tho ~ ct. If he Janted to GO bout this thing in the 
right and honorab 0 Jay, Thy doesn' t he go to you and submit to you 
wh t he mIlts to urite a.nd at your per:mission to publish. flhy 
put Dolph on the spot? y dr me into the ess ~~d v ue atte~pt 
to use my in£luence ith you to get permis ion to damn your property 
up and donn? H met you personally in,Sloane ' s d had a fine 
opportunity GO expl in to you any 1'0 sons ho h d to justify his 

'des ra to bust into print. 

also enclosing copy of a letter I have written hi tad • 
I t his "Notes" or perf ctly "lousy",. The only interes 

he hns in the stru::lP is to prov • if h c .... n " h is right. Hot to 
prove the stamp is right or urong. I am no solutely convinc d his 
~hole op!n~on 1 busod on tho pOint that h b lieve your st p is 
23 L. I'll be daa~ed if I take his ~ord it is 23 L. I has not 
turned hand to s 0"7 e a copy of 23 L. though I . convinced he 
could ,borrcr.-; a copy fro S eet _f be -fish d to do so . 

If I weI' 0 and gu_ I s right I auld ov 
he van and earth to su t to the Ft . itchell upstart a copy of ~3 L. 
Look t th lo.st pal' graph of his dope . Do you nt ny better proof 
that hi s so L reason for believing the st p is a feke is ocause he 
ms able to plate it? 

e utll s 0 the ~t p to Doc . If Doc questions it ny fa_th 
_n ny opinion ill be oh en. Thnt Doc is keen little bird. Be-
sid Perry i rank novice'. and I ot :much b tt r . So we 

11 see hat Doc thinks bout th at p - in the m time - to hi ' ... 
ui th it and Perry. 

I do not need to rewind you h t I muld do to n guy :rho uould 
it such brazen s tuff bout anything th t belong d to me . If 

Dolph published t s slop it ould cost hi his job. t auld thnt 
both r the Sag of th P eh Orch d? Ilot bi to. He ould have had 
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his B y ond v_nd1c ting l'tJ.s reput t10n . u the or1d' s lone and only 
thority on tho lO~ 1847. Perfect ot . 

Yes ! .il1 n~it til t bird hus my go t . 

YOU_9 etc •• 

P . s • . ~ eep t Perry copy f r futur r _erane • 

.~ 



·r. Elliott Po~ry, 
Box 3 S, 

otfleld, U. U. 

y d r Elliott P Pry: 

olp' 

y 3 , 1936. 

ColUIJ..'1. 

tt mpt 

r.t 

S 10 CO P 100 cratch s 
Bar tch s on a ccpp r 
s subJec·l:; to ok k a._ 

.- if 

.~ 



- • • 

.~ 



t 

., r. A. D. Fonnl, 

Dear Dolph: 

423 W. 8th St., 
Cincinnati,O. 

." 3~ 1936 • 

I am ~eturning herew1th the papers in the case of 

Perry Vs tho Knapp S ft 

I 0.1 0 enclose copy of a letter I have upitten the Sage 
of 'Gstfield. 

After reading this I feel you ill con der th matter 
closed for the present at least . 

Knapp 1s not going to give Perry any permission to 
his st P. Should Chase question the stamp - ell that is a 
hoI'S of different color. 

I can then obtain from nod :my perm.ssion I request . On 
the othezo nd if Chase says the st p is O.K. Ued is not going 
to pornit evon one chirp from the lO~ '47 aut orityo 

Of this I am positive. Until such time you have good 
c se to pigeon hole. Perry's s uff. 

Doc sailed on the 29th due to 1 d in ~e York on ;ednesd y 
the 6th. J - is lea.ving for n \7 Yo_ k on tho 5th. Looks 11k 
I 111 leave on Sunday the 10th. In th e nti do I have to 
Get p column for you for th June humber? 

You lU'C to t ke lunch ui th Sam and this "'t7!'itor" on 
Tuesday . 

Yours etc ., 

.~ 



, 

" 

Ii tre U. S. Spec"ialistts Colu-n in tre p .... i Merican 
Ph l.atelist my good fr e.1d Stanl y B. Ashbrook says a J.~ very 
co •.• plimentary thing.. about :'::"'T :!:' r rc.phs d t e propr etor of 
th ~"!estf'ield f}:'lilatel':c ::?eaC:l Orcbar'd, (Himeelf), vr.ich, ~r..i e 
de1i{.Jhtful to read no"" may entail considerable effort to 1 v up 
to in the futur. One statement, Cr' perhaps inference is a better 
ter!'l for it, seems tome to r quire comr.'lent. In ""'egard to the 
1861 data published sir..ce A.ugust 1931 as par't of "Seventy Years 

go" frien Star ley says,-

T1Personally I regr~t this valuable data .:··H~ has not been 
avai able to every collector interest d Ll Unit d states 'tamps 
tJ'1rl1out the vlorld." 

In our lengthy discussions while I wn.s basking in J;'10 be ial 
warmth of justly famed Kentucky hospi tali ty those 'wintry do., s last 
February there 'were scme facts i'lbj.ch I troug t best covered at that 
time in general ter~s rat~er than in deta"l. I did Lot r veal 
oxactly how .n.uch effort has been .. lade to reach ver J col~"ctor of 
U. 3. stanps. ::.<'ew of us bl"'e l'::een to admit our failures! Emlever, 
tho the funda.-rnental idea th2..t Pht :2aragraphs is a 1.oo..1S of gat er
ing facts T!.G.. publis ing tJ er.l fear essly has een dv .~ ... ti~ed at 
considerable eX1Jense for nearly five years, yet tLere may be coI-
l ctors somewhere VIDO are u..'I1.aware of th t p'.lrpose or ho (0 not 
rea:ize its ~glificance. There bas Leen no annou.coment that 
meTI ership L the A.I).S. entitles .lllost .P.S. rrtc!1bers to r ceive 
at least one issue of Pat Paragraphs gratis" but if they rcad what 
was TJ.lliled ther1. .,ore tlan 90;& of the A.:'.S. membership have r ad 
at cast one install:nvnt of the 1861 series. Whether so entitled 
or not the~e are ections of the serial "seventy Yeai.'S Ago.!t 

Recor'c:,s in my filvs apparently indicate tP..at les3 "':ha 50/~ 
of tr-.e ... P.S •. nel1bership are interested ci.ther in the 186 research, 
or in readin about it, or in rac.king use of it ... 11 of us are not 
stuuents. . 'i th som,;, c olJ ector's practicall all t v fun of co Ie t':ng 
is in acquiri g st~ps for tre.:r collectiotis. If they g t the stamp 
they ,ant, condition and rice oeine; satisfactory, that is a~l th y 
care a00ut:. Nhy it wus issued, what twas' sed for, vhy it was 
discontinued, or tre reasons for it being ccnrr~on or scarce int~rest 
th m hardly ut "'_1. It is unusual to receive letters in rich tIe 
vlTiterE' state that· they like t .. is or t at feature of t'1.e Pats, but 
I an: confid nt r.ad "Sl;}venty Years •. go" b en published in tl-: 

erican Philatelist or in one of the so-~alled popular magaZines 
man" readers would have demanded a change befo!'e ~1alf as muc_ of the 
story had appeared as has already been printed i~l uy 1 ttle house 
organ. 

l.:uch of tl:c data i .l Pat Puragrllpl'}s lacks a great deal of 
being tl~illing to the average collector. The quantity of informa
tion is too great to leave room for ~~y t rtlls, ~xcept of course 
those engendered by nc;w facts that ... appen to be unsuspected a:l.ld 
therefor s-+-artling. It has been thougpt essential to build first 
a solid foundation of facts - sO.I.ot'1L.g philate1 ists have never had 
on the 18El issue in any such dee;ree before. Of c aurse there is 
no inter:tion to minirdze the val Uv of the im:..lel1se amount of data 
which was published by John r. Luff ir: his wonclcrful U. • book 
nearly forty years ago. The rea~on trc Luff book happened .1~o con
tain a few errors and tl"e cause of certain ouissicns is obscure . Un-
fortur.ate y trese wc!'e vital IDld rendered it inpossib to ascer-
tal. iilbat some of the most irr.portant 1861 data actually Meant. 



,,'2. 

Through the co-operation of vttO G. Reichelt and the courtesy of 
Presid.ent 'iicodhu1l of t e &.!L;::,'ican :3&.nk Note COY.lpany the records of the 
. ational Bank ... Tote Co".l.P ny 'were secured. By checking the Luff data 
against theee authentic records it was possible to correct errors ru~d 
fill omissions. The reliability of in!'ormati0n from. S'!1CP a source 
c~.l'm,ot be questiorl.ed a d "~eventy Years Ago" is based 0_ this and other 
data from original sources. lOW there is a firm foundation of facus 
upon w1ich to build. The result is certain to be definite and far more 
compl te knO\vledge of t 11e 1861 issue stmnps than:1O. been vai_lable in 
the past. 

erhaps some remarks i regard ,to the lOl{ 1847 "shift" which 
'~ 

has been the su"uject of sO . ..J.e discussion may be l' t. In ... exper e ... ce 
with stamps hic [ioes bacl: fully f'orty years I ca.n rec~ll no othor 
instf'.nce when it "'laS cO"lsidered perfectly proper to advanc and publish 
statementc te".1ding to shoVl that a uni ue (?) variety vms authentic b 
those i'V 10 held that opinL)l ... , 1.711ilo aLJ t~e same time no contrary opinion 
could be voiced in ~rint vdt ~ut e;1 )f being subject to legal action 
for lc.rge -a'11ae;es for destro~-i. Q tho lIalue of' the "rare v8..riety." This 
is ndeed 1::..£1 a."11azir.g situc.tiol.l.l 'v'hat co,'ld be 11 o~e comforting al d 
satisfactory to fa:{:ors then smotheri:r:g tlJc facts about heir product? 

d tl eir pl"'ospective victims are entitled to no 1,'Jarning 01" protection) 
I 'would ike to oint out owev r, that fakes rarely havc more than 
sll~ t curios5.ty luc lilld that a supposed val':lc whic .... actua ly doc'" 
not exist c not vC c.estroyed. T at sayln~ a::.>out "who can spoil a bad 
e6 g?" seeJ"'l.!3 at. 

1 ithout stutin l,lY oV'm, opLlion I may caLi .. "~teution to several 
facts tr...a. t any ""ea.der _,....ay i.r.l.~Teetigate for' himself. 

:) .~ s: ... ift is 6. duplication of 'Oc:.l!'t of an or" binal desi •• If 
t leI' e ~ .... ~ 1 1.:e of t e Q!lift Wilic 1 is not a dupl icat "0 l. of any line of 
t e norMal sta p 0 sig ... , hat line s not a shift. If it is claimed 
tl1B.t t1J.e particl' ar 1 irl.e i:::: !lot part of t'l-." shift lJut nras produced by 
so ... e ot er C8.UDe, tV" +-he sar.:c rous oning can a!)ply elsewhere - wr":'ch 
is mcrely to say tbat 1nt is claimed to be a shift is ro.r.ething J ~c. 
If it iz .5J ",.othi g else i't is lot a sl1oft. ("uod erat J.en ... o strandu.:. ... ). 

~) T~c li~es !n l~ h re ief on a h~rde "od steel transfe~ roll 
do r:.o'L r>'~clr.!.oe their"" ,1 ative posit':'on to eac otl"er' 'by ..... ovi.r.g arcl".1 ... "d; 
n-:lther c..o they - ... ':sh i_to tbLl ai.,.... 11. genu! ... e :::: _ft in a footpri::t 
of '3UC1:l 11." es. ',.e :: ... l.OW' '"' 'it t' ose 1 ; ...... 08 .: -r, in t1 0 u~per part of the 
lO~ 1017 desio~n for" c see tl"'eir "::'ootp-cint" 0.1.1 i.3l R - the "Post Office" 
shift. A shift "'h'iC'}l is i the S8..r .. e locatio ... 0"J. auot1-).er stt.. ... !P d 
ap1>eE.rs to b strcLGer rhoulJ. R h th. same footpri .. ts, but ev ... hoav':er. 
If '''Ie f11 ... G. tl... t in tead of being strone:; ,\, rome 0::' t.,'l--oso footprints .lavc 
clisap .... Jea'e , w -:ile ')tlor::- .:avo c angec. t eir re .... a.ti ~e po::::i tion to cae 
ot er, ~Jite dif.f€\""ent foo-'c .... ~ntf' appear as 'upli c,ltio:l of li ... es 
the:: a"" : .... ar y or :: ... ver d 'pl':caced c ... ::e ... ui~le s ... i..!'ts, we (0 ... ot need 
ligh-pO'."Jer 1Jlicrosco cs or ot~ cr pa.rapherna ie;.:. to ar""i vo at n conclusion. 
It i= Ov nocesGu~~ to s,end lour~ o!' t 1 to d"scover that- 0 one cc 
c,t t OTt) Ii .e~ 1.. D.. ili <'I",," hav e"C.1 f ... eIl r th£l .... t ot ~r. Or 
that e two 11.)':;0 ') .... a -:r n"':['e1" roll, each of t lem being n 

1. r !'e] i f t: s... t C ot 01". !TO .x a.u '-; o. CBn l. ake s~o. low hole 
1 a deep o. '" nor a lcr.r !' - e.g, 1'.1 ': r 'than e. igh O"l.C. :... p' aJ. .. "-

..... 7: i sgu se a fa..!t .... ut + c"".u ... vt nIt r "t . 

If tl:e deepest cut s \7.re JUl.)' f"ateL 0 ... 1. 7t3J. ::i and S~OVT as· 
pa~t o£' tl.o '"o"t v-J,.'.J.:: .... " 2.ift -rose 1110s icl not vau)s~ into t'1"n 
ui?'>; lo"thcr c:..:'d t'l--ey c'rug t'1eir relat;ve ,tJ08"tion to eac11, otler. 



./ r 
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Cor.:p re tlJ.e l3 .... ii't 1 L1C'3 r::'~o\m on t""'e il~di i 1.: a: 1 t~e-"'l3, uch ~ s e 
"'"''' 0" "U C! " .4-':10 '10" -P II,., 1"\ r'1" arld tho I'" II o.c> l' 0'" T.".. C 'I ~~. e t u .L. - ~ , v v..... .L:JU.4 v..L.L J,.. J.. .... .1. _ _ ... e 
·"~lustrLti ...... C' i~31 I 011 pa6e 356 c t~J .(~~eIli.can :hilat "::st f'Ol~ ~ .. pr ..L 

1036 tc c ~eck by. Te LHm~ t:lat s: t::'ee if no p-tt ,r 
on any alle ells' ift" can') fot:nd thc..t correct .. d'l; ico.tAs the 'Jot
print'" t at dup; icut e t 1e righ rA i~:: 1 L:o~ on ,;l31 R. .~ot e '\ he l-er 
s:~ift lines on 7T~E. R a-coe wea.::er or stro .. ger au t', _" .~C8 of the • or __ a1 
des':'e;l1 'r ic I t':C~T c3u :ic'lte '" 1~ yourso ';T'jT? C'~oc_. your CO.l-

cJ us i on'" i:!.6u.i:::13 t y all e 's'uft" • .rtC. your-
self what '"'appens te the i'iner (sha :'ow r l;ne, 'i.e. those 1...1. lo'.ver 
relief v.l -I- e t.,-,a. ... sfer rn1:'), hen eper li ~es ru"e roc { d in to the 
f..lll depth of t' os deeper li es. 

"';;ver if.it is .... ....:.t':,ec" t at a sLi t could d-' :'1" i'u ... uaLe .... tall:r 

fro"Y.. all kno In c>' ift~ on :11_1 e.lbr::.. ved .-.ta .. tS ... rinted a ... lyY'lore in tl"e 
\IT rld c...nd l3til:' ve ger.uine - u ich is L.c Yl ,di11 e o .. the l:th degree -
one uay s tL 1 be totally u u'.Jle 0 swallow a w""'ole i'lock of coincie ences, 

ono 0.... the.!.!. probCl..Jl e" vhich car..e to roos t onl;; on Ode particul -, Lit 
of :!:)&)el". If aliY good reL..son c01'le: be slovffi wby rI.e (a.d o ... ),,~ 0I .. c) lU. 

e-e~try sroul be ~ade on a late that didn't need re-enteri~g, and 
pm'ticularly 11 a positior~ vr1 iei. ' as one of: tl-:e ... ont p3r.:'E'ct on the pte, 
ene .ni ht st:,"etch cre ,,1it.;.-, but the total eli7ery of 10¢, l84.7s uas 
only 1,0:::0,000 l3tfu,:PS 10...1,025 iTJpres ions" a ( o.ltro I ~.xa!'11..r!ed over 
2,000 ciffo'" Ht copie' ,/} un ""'~c'in8tructing t -'e pla'· , : l"1c.lve :~et to fin ~ 
any satiEfac-:ory evider.ce ef p t Vlear OIl t}1o stE'..! p des':gns. 

Because a tring C01Jld happen is Hot proof that it d':d. :!: coul 
l1ave ~cro.wJ."" tris screed tV; th .. y left hand, ~cratuhing ~he 0 d crm iu..r.t 
for inspiration i th t""e other, B. d 'J ckine; a le .. on o:!:' F ffL.g 0 l. a 
mo.lodorou3 1,:0. :::: c rchaum 'whi 11"1 :'oth feet 'l-ere soaki.ng in a ..... ustard bath -
and it .n ~T read as tho I e:ic. jUJ.:; t tha.t - bt.: t tho all those t'-j.ngs yere 
pOl3s::'b)0 l~one 'yf t e .... actuallY:1 :,peneA , r>~\:Cept per1aps the nicoti.n 
incinera,or. 

Ii' t 0 duplicate lL.e2 on an 1 /:Sed "shift" of ful engraved sta.1Ip 
are not engraved it is obvious that t"le l3hift is not oe.uin But be-
cause ::;ucl:. lines l .. ay be eilo:'o..vea does not rrovo them to hav uoe .. 1. pr ... :::ent 
on t.le stamp plate. Forged cugruvir:gs of p ..... rts of ben11ir:c e~16ravi ~gs 
a-"'o :""'T r ... o deD.. .. s UU':IlO m. vome of t em may '1ave uecH ~ui te expo!1si e" 
requiri 0 il.uch ti'!le to produce. 01 oth rs the cost of the vvor {: mib' ~ 1.;e 
ouly a. few doll rs per dozen sta.. .. ps. 

0 .. 10 jore "if H 
- If no other' benefit comes f"o .. tl.J..s discussion at 

least it L1B.y rL-'{j L....Jout <;.. bebter understundL.6 of t:b.e caur::e of s" ft 
~iL the C B!-'acteristics oi' tt:eir a:!}pearunce. Tho fEl-1{er~ may 0.1 .... 0 tr T 

to profit by it t~e""e s":;il: remains I) ... e we 1-rde::h u_m:urmoli!ltable stm ... ::'; -1 , 

bloc:: L ... tl air vva-;T - evvryone of the 200 stamp desig!'l3 o~ .... hc lOy' 1847 
'plate was d:tsti!lct y differe.l1t and any sta..~p 'r' ~c • do s :lot cgree .rith 
one oj.' th J ~OO varieties is ope to ~l":r .• ediate 8113 icion Per ap2 .. LY tjood 
frie!lds wI 0 have t;r at -Pai th woul d have a-u.sed to take tho 1 ht hD.d they 
rea.d v-1::at is said ::oout heVi York co.. cellatio ... s on page 8 of Pat 
Paragraprs ITS, or bad t ey been fa.:il':ar rith t"'" c 1aracteristic'" 0; 
stamps fro::n position S3 01 tl-'e 1 cft pan", of tho 10¢, 1847 . 





rvvl ~-t ~ (""r, ~ ncn J • r'I"n Alntn;r .... ~ 1 • i.Ji An:: ~\" .hlJfL!lm 'l. " . ,.;.lii ~}lHi.:.:. ~ 
·394 Park Ave. 
New York, City 
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SCOTT PUBLICATiOnS, Inc. 

POSTAGE STAMP C ATALOGUES 

ALBUMS AND BOOKS 

One 7i)e/.Jt YOdY--deJlenthStreet 
flewCjork Cdy 

Preslden t HUGH M. CLARK .. 

THERESA M . CLARK, V,ce Preslden t 

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook 
434 So. Grand Ave. 
Fort Thomas, Ky. 

Dear Stan: 

ARTHUR C. ZIMMERMANN, Treo5urer 

July 16, 1941 

Now that I have started work on the SUS Catalogue, the 
question is up for decision regarding the possible listing 
of the Knapp shift on the 10 cent 1847. My feeling is 
strongly that we should list it and, if possible, illus
trate it by means ot one of those swell cuts that you gave 
me for the other shifts. What do you think? 

With respect to various carrier stamps such as LOl, L02, 
ILB6, ILB7, ILB8, lLB9, 3LB2, 4LB8, 5LB2, 6LB6, etc., these 
showed up in the Knapp Sale on cover with regular postal 
issues. Am I correct in believing that this was the normal 
usage and that cases where these stamps were used alone are 
quite unusual? I am not certain of my ground on this point. 

Will certainly appreciate hearing from you. 

Hastily yours, 

HMC:JK 

.~ 
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Ir. Rueh • Clurk. 
% Scott Publications, Inc •• 
1 '. 47th" t •• 
Uew York, ! ~Y • 

Dear Hugh: 

Yours of t e 16th r co1v d • 

434 South Grand Av ., 
Fort Thomas, Ky. 

July 22, 1941. 

• o[.arding th 11 ting ot the ltnapp shift . I would b he ""tily 
i ~ VOl' ~ .ts 1 sting if! bs &buolutcly convinced it ~a 
p r£ectLy enu11 # that is, a g nu1ne pI to r!ety. Do not mis
under ta d ~O# I b 11 VO t_6 tamp 1, genUine nd if eo that it 
i a pl te variety, but I rum not bsolut ly ~ure~ and unl s~ I 

convinced 1 ,yond y -cp.cst1on of drubt, I thi lk a gr t 
risk ould be run in listing and tllustr tinb it. 

Th 1'e are several feature of thl tamp toot are unqueft".onably 
cock yed from lato v 1'1 ty tandpoint . In dd1tlon, bave 
never been ble to satisfactorily explain to ys It ho\ it 
actually or.g1n ted, if it is a geiu ne pl to variety, .11 of 
Perryl roe son ng ) ves me a pa.in in the 11 ck. lIis 1'11' t 
opS: on 'm t t t 'm. r nk f ~e, t .cn h jumped from tho 
fr.ring pall into the ire nd said. it -as g nulne but not e. plato 
v ri ,ty. bu ill t .... m1tation s if:.tr 1 au e don't kno hat 
en imlt tion s 1ft 1s lL~ MS s it is lip pri t~ "hlch 1s 
co only ('.f1 led kis 0 ow c s s tho "d thins" i sometring 
else an he has nown '\ hat j.t ctually:1.s sine 1936, but he on t 
tell Wh t e thinks it i nO_I> ,;.ill h tell anybody 1 e. I 
don't bothnr ny h ad ny o~e about hat he t 1 k ~ but of one t~ing 

n certatn. He s on much ~ r r groun on his irst opl ion, i. ~, 
painting, bec u e I cannot prove to my own at~sfactlon it is not 

a paint1n or so 10 sort of .~ufacturod f ke, but I can prove 
beyond any QU stlon th t it 1s not a kiss or un rror of llintlng 
or r t' so ""'0011 hly call d a 1.11tatlon 1ft. 

I hay 

egarding the carrier at ps . Of course there is quite a dl~f r.nco 
b teen the ~agle and ranxlln ~ich ore Gov r~ nt iMsues nnd th 
seui-o ~icial h~c ~e i uod b carr~er . I really do not s e 
that it akes any great difference whether any of th ~e itOd" were 
use lone 0 1 th lLr po ge .. tamp I so :far a~ th c talogtlo is 
conccrneu. 

Consider the Franklin cover in the Kn pp sal I lot 887 . s I under-

'" 



• 

~. 

112 . 

ir . Hugh 'a . Clark, July 22, 1941. 

tand tho regulations of 1851 ( . York nd Ph1l d lp 1 ), f a 
Drop 1 tt r as depo it d in the post offic for treJt d ltv ry 

roqulr l¢ post ge d It carr! I' fa . A lett r faund in 
"lOl'lp po"'t" box for city do:1 v ry didn't 0 thru th P.O. and 

hone only required l¢ for tho car 1 r f • Lot 887 ho on n 
E le, no drop po t gee Tho at mp is tied by Philadelphia post
mark hence I sume this 1 tter urely p s d thru tho po t 0 fico 

d if so. it r quire 1n addition to th E g1 the drop letter 
post ge e It au1 therefor ap ar that t 1~ Drop po tage as 
col1 et d 0 his cov r . Se broo book, 01. 2 - top of ag 175 • 

e 
? 

ti actor!l the querios in yo 

vi cer 1 :vours, 

nd a ranklln but 
ring if your 

• 

I no 
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SCOTT PUBLICATions, IrK. 

POSTAGE STAMP CATALOGUES 

ALBUMS AND BOOKS 

Mr. stanley B. Ashbrook 
434 So. G~and Ave. 
Fort Thomas, Ky. 

Dear stan: 

One W0Ct YOrtY--<Jeventh Street 
.JfewCjork Cdy 

July 29, 1941 

HUGH M. CLARK. . . Pres<dent 

THERESA M.CLARK. V,ce Pre.,denf 

ARTHUR C. ZIMMERMANN, Trea.urer 

Many thanks for yOUl' 
letter of July 22nd and again for your 
help. I will go over the article yOU speak 
of conce~ning carrier rate. 

I agree with you on the sub
ject of the lO¢ '47 Knapp shift. It is better 
to wait until the smoke is all cleared away. 

With kind regards, I ~emain 

Very truly yours, 

HMC:JK 
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SINCE 1915 

April 27, 1939 

Dea.r Stanley, 

After reading your letter of the 25th there are a few 
things that oc~ur to me. Some of r.uff's attitude nay have been due 
to the way stevenson razzed him (directly or indirectly) in print -
"the Wise Men of the Fast" and that sort of thing. I d.on't racal1 
that the Scott Co. or Luff ever admitted in print that there WaS such 
a thing as a "biscuit grill" or the female roller from whLch suoh 
grills necessarily come. That was Steve's discovery and proved that 
luff mixed uP two entirely different kindS of grills as if they Were 
the same. Yet Luff knew about the bisouits because I made and showed 
him Plaster impressions whioh coUld not be argued around. 

Yet the present grill list is almost entirely taken from 
Stevenson's artiole (condensed) and Luff knew that. I fought that 
out with the Soott people myself, told them I had checked steve's 
d&ta and that - with very few exoeptions - it agreed with facts known 
to me. 

There is one instance where Luff admitted he and the catalog 
had been wrong. His statement was printed in their Journal around 
1924 and oonoerned oertain Charles ton oarriers whioh had been 1 is ted 
as authentio stamps sinoe about 1898. The only oopies I oould find 
of oertain varieties were oounterfeits. Luff oheoked this and the 
fakes were eliminated in the following catalog and have not appeared 
in the catalog Since. There was one statement whioh Luff made in 
his artiole at that time whtoh Was true as far as it went but oer
tainly was not the whole truth, and Luff oertainly knew that. He 
just didn't want to admit it. Parts of his article were also con-
tradiotlbry altho I did not realize so at the time, or tbat they Pro-
bably Were fed to him by Needham. Neither Luff nor Needham paid 
enough attention to the postal laws and regulations to really know 
what they were talking about. 

10c 1861; Brazer has believed the type I stamps were rushed 
to California and the west Coast offioes. I do not agree with him. 
Long before August 1861 it waS known that the Union sentiment pre
dominated and was in oontrol of matters there. There was more fre
quent and better communioation between the Paoifio Coast and the 
North than with the ~onfederacy and little ohanoe that the Confed
eracy oould profit by any old atampS in offioes on the ~est Coast. 
The original soheme of distribution shows that - the latest demonet
ization period was on the Paoifio Coast. 

Another point; the ciroular that went with the first supply 
of the new stamps was a definite order of demonetization -"imrnedia-
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SINCE 19 15 

tely" - and in rtrJ opl.nl.on it would have been as promptly complied 
with on the Pacifio ~oast as it was elsewhere. As I see it the 
Pacific Coast was the last locality where the new stamps would be 
needed as regar&e demonetization of the old issue. 

Of course it seems more logical that Plate 4 should have gone 
to preas (for stamps) before pla te 15 but I think the 0 ther se
quence fits the known faots just as well, vizj Plate 15 on "August" 
Paper, followed by Pl~te 4 on more of the same paper. 

I have not changed my opinion about the 1861 paper since the 
"33 Facts" article was wri~ten for the AP aome few years ago. At 
that time John and I oalibrated what material WaS available a.nd my 
oonclusion w~s that whatever the differenoe - if any - between the 
Prem~er paper and that used for the 30 pinks, 24c steel blue, 5c 
buffs eto. might be it was not THICKNESS. To my mind a brittle 
paper is one that tends to fracture easily and altho soft Papers 
mayor may not be tough they are not apt to be brittle, for 
brittleness is a characteristic of hard paPer that is too stiff to 
yield and thin enough to crack. 

Cracks and tears are fairly common I believe on the buff 5c 
out I do not recall tEat they are specially plentiful on type I 
10c or other prints from the premier plates. I examined a l2c 
reoently and a pair of 90c - the latter imperf. I WOUld say the 
12c was tough ra.ther than brittle and the 90c W'd.8 more transpa.rent 
and had a very noticeable crease. I am not sure the paper wa.s ac
tually fractured. 

T~neparenoyj There appears to be an optical illuSion here. 
A tra.nsparent paper appe ars to be thinner than oPaque pa.per of the 
same thiokness. We found that out on certain Brazil stamps that 
Were printed by the American Bank Note Co. around 1866-70. I doubt 
if Luff calibrated any of the stamps he mentioned but went by 
feel and appearanlSre , so his concl us ions might be oorrect on Bome 
stamps and wrong on others. 

There is also the possibility of a thicker or thinner sheet 
tha.n the normal oocurring at any time. That New London 30c used 
August 20th looked to me as tho it were thicker than most of the 
August-September paper but I have a 300 on cover used October lO~ 
1861 that I think might be as thin as the average "August". 

Some paper differences shpw up like a house afire under the 
viOlet ray and I have been hoping that you might discover a dis
tinotion between some of these papera that would be delfiniie 
enough to be usefUl. Perhaps you have tried this? 

SinCere]y~ 
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CABLE ADDRESS 

"KLEINSTAMP" 

TELEPHONE 

"PENYPAKR 0770" 

EUGENE KLEIN 
RARE POSTAGE STAMPS 

200 SOUTH 13TH STR E ET 

PHILADELPHIA . PA. 

MEMBER OF THE .JURIES OF THE CHICAGO 19 11 , 

NEW YORK 1913, WIEN 1923 AND MONTREAL 1925 

Wr E N 1933 AND L ON D ON 1934 

P HILATE LIC E X HIBITI O N S 

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook 
64 Arcadia Drive 
Fort Mitchell 
Covington 
Kentucky 

Dear Stan: 

June 5 
19 36 

I herewith return your STEAMBOAT FRANCIS cover addressed 
to Choctaw City, Alabama, together with three others from 
my Reference Collection, all of which came from an antique 
dealer in New Orleans who either faked them himself or 
had them made for him. He owned the largest part of the 
Hard~correspondence, many pieces of which had packet 
markings on them. There were others which had no packet 
markings to which fake markings were applied as in the case 
of the three v,hich I am sending you. 

The STEAMBOAT FRANCIS is applied in an ink which was never 
used in the packet days, in the 50's and 60's. My two 
BART ABLE covers from the same source are also "homemade ll 

as you viill note by the smeary ink. 

General rules to observe in the case of Mississippi covers 
which have stamps on them or are used on stamped envelopes 
invariably show that the postmark is that of the address and 
therefore is used as a receiving postmark. It is entirely 
unreasonable to believe that your cover mailed in New Orleans 
or my letter mailed in Montgomery, Alabama was handed to 
Captain Hopkins to carryon his ship. The reverse was always 
the case. The Captains, Masters and clerks handling packet 
mail usually turned it over to the Post Office agent upon 
arrival in New Orleans . 

Another thing I would like to point out to you and that is 
that the packet markings on the four covers are studiedly 
placed so that they partly cover over a portion of the 

' .. 



Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook No. 2 

adaress or the printing of the return card in order that 
not too much of the marking is visible. 

I have other material of this kind, all coming from the 
same source. ~hen you are finished with them please let 
me have my three covers back which I am convinced are 
fakes, as far as the packet markings are concerned. 
I am also convinced that yours comes from the identical 
source. 

With best regards. 

l!,K: FB 
Encl. 

Yours, 

EUGENE KLEIN 

• 
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CABLE ADDRESS 

" KLEINSTAMP" 

TELEPHONE 

" PENYPAKR 0770" 

EUGENE KLEIN 
RARE POSTAGE STAMPS 

200 SOUTH 13TH STREET 

PH I LAD ELPH IA. PA. 

MEMBER OF THE .JURIES OF THE CHICAGO 1911, 

NEW YORK 1913 , W,EN 1923 AND MONTREAL 1925 

WIEN 1933 AND LONDON 1934 

PHILATELIC EXHIBITIONS 

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook 
64 Arcadia Drive 
Fort Mitchell 
Covington 
Kentucky 

Dear Stan: 

June 6 
19 36 

Many thanks for remembering me with the photographs of 
the historical letters. I am glad to have this material. 

Yesterday I sent back to you the FRANCIS cover with 
other material. Your source of supply was probably 
honest in believing that the cover came from an original 
find. The antique dealer in New Orleans whom I happen 
to know had most, if not all, of the find but after the 
packet covers ran out he ~ correcte~ some of the others 
into packet covers. 

I am sending you herewith the photostat of the Post 
Office notice which I promised you. * 
lith best regards. 

EK:FB 
ERe!. 

~- Under separa te cover 

Yours, 
~ 

EUGENE KLEIN 

.. 
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Dear ,-,tan , 

c. hahn for stamps! 
suite 10 545 lincoln winnetka, illinois 

(mail to post-office box I 52) 

stamps of all countries accessones 

engrossing oj albums and mounting oj collections a specialty 

7 pril l J37 . 

I am awfull y sOJ.'rY to hear you have bt.;en ill, ana S orr: to hear you he 0 

tt.e c~J.ors of movin:; . Doth of thell are unyloasant e"p3.:cnces . _ .. i ll tell 
you the '.,ay I ~enerally lOve and may1e i t \Iill be a helt-l to :'ou. 1 ~ener~lly 

~o to the new t orm , st i c - '.rounl a while , then vlrite to m;r Bife that \/0 are 
~oin) to live there an~ she CLU come on and brin the hJuse with her . ~ en 
about the time she ';et b ".;~ re , I am ct.lled out of to n and do:. ' t come bac k 
unt~ she has for;iven me . 

I ha'le taken a s(.rious step &nd have ta.~Gu 0 or the eli torship 0;: ostal 
.:ar~in;s , wh~ch wiil ~ureafter be ubl i shed h(.~ . I plan to ma~c nc ~reat 

ch'n'es ~t f:rst , 'ut to con~tantly increase t.~ cie~ti~ic apLrocch and to 
classify m&terial Lh a '::;1'13 t dEJal :rrOl'C care . ... h..l'1c : oJ' vlill fnel 1 . e he::'p-
n~ us .itn (ditor-ial mutter . :e tar::e ov l' th .iJc..rnal ith +hC' ,a~' edition , 

aLd : a I ~oin- to t.ava n~ heeds im[~diatel~ . 

'I'O\,iner w,s over last ni .tt a c1 anter h~ loft I sat u for ~ co >1 of 
hours' i + h u cou le 0:' y",ur let'!:;ers , a v<..r"vic<..;l of ;'cne .:l_lw ' s fa::ed Fr uJi6 
cover , Bnd ~J~ner ' s o1'i inal. 1 he e COMe ~D the conclu ion thau I don ' t 
Eo l' e it~., .lU , and::' thin'c t.L L 'bout thE; fL'st t':'me th&t ' s •• a .1 ned . 

I ~ 1 r.0t ~n'!:!.,,~':'n, t: o~e itt.. 1 le t Ll' teca.l .... e if . OJ. Eore movir' u y 
lI i I" ~H'Db6bl~ be r.ors trouble ~hE,.!l vJ.e~ <.oJ.' VI rt.! , ',· ... L • 1', ' 0 h' I t'!in .. -:;1 U ... 

!),:)c 'I'S :::1 lit an 11 v Tu ",er ' s co,er is ide, tic 1 , : .. 'le .c' 6 l..r ..... J.bteu
l~ a f8.:0 : 

.n the ~'ir t .,lL.~e , tile c.'~ical ic 1.10 ti.10s t:... 51 ... t VI u~ be 
•. ~tural~j . I bEo.:>", t·.lS Of. l'1eaSl..re t..nts of tt.l) f'r.gr",v n .... ..Jf th s a.~ 

comp l'-.;c:. 1 th the nor-nul...; "amp . · .. :h' '" "I ,r.~ t.. t.w IGG3 COver .i.s Imm . 
t~o ~o : & ~ al u .... "v as w·. tOD broLd , ~:.~ ~ th~ ~i .... t~~ce bet.ee~ tIp 
1':'n6~ i .... ~illm . ~oo =eat . 

The co~Di'u~3tion ~ ~ ~. lLtt r iu sl:~~tly di:;:_l ct tuo , Ln_ they 
.ul.l:'~ not Jo..,~n,Jly have beer. made fro. t:.e sa _ub' I' st p , hich ma.\ocs 

me bali vo t.!at lene ' s cover is e .... )ertl: JoJ.Ji "J :: ur • vIl In ... hand-sta"lp 
beC811se ce ·t in bl'c8·s h'vo .... en s o carefully copied . ~r instance , i the 

orc. "stcamb "t" , 1,1".0 ~853 cove= , :etter fie. 81 nt", '" n lard sli ,htly . In 
the -P"llo._ cov,r , :t i s uao/-ty . In t e ' 5;v cOver , th Ita" comes tv e o'n" , 
in Lv :' ,::e cover , it is cut O ... ·f' squal'e . :"!'J. tho ' 53 ;over :"11e "m" (0 nter 

, t.; )' t 0/-' '. ' ~ k r1j "" , , ' ... ... h d pos .... ~on , :s 6_01' r JUan In v .. €..lE. .. e . .... le 0 ~s U1 r nu u G) an 
the u ~8r l..lu) is a muc~ sda~lGr proportion oft t ~ t otal than in the fa:e 
covel' . n tl.e oth r h&nd , in t'le lord ".1. rat.cis" , I.hJ 'I" n th ' 53 cov _r 
has a ':"00 0:: ~rvat r )rOportio .. tt. n i tne .. '81:e . • ie "b" ::'n ~tle ' ",3 
cover is of a €..rltire l y c.il'ferent shape t:.an tho" ~n·'. ouile"o.l thG t' , .. nd 
t J.C '8 in "La::'l" 0 .. tuo ~a. i s an e~;::8. erGtion of to d€.. 'tC v on t ' Ib5. 

cover . 
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Here are the best reasons I hnvo the v th~. co Iv. not l:avl.) b .len [.ade b, tne 
sa.e sta .) : 

f: a str~i h'" ed ,e be. placod el li t.ll; ::'L1C'f; 0' tu" 1 tt 1"8 e. full.)',.." 
a l~ t~e C0 •• :'';' uration traced throu Ll, certain t'1 n'5 btJcc e ver~' pat~nt . 

Place astra':' :It oj e alor. +,,-,0 VLr",_l.!s::" ::;i e of t}l' vertica::" bar 0 tl-te 
"tit ::'n "ste r.J.:Joat" , anc.. i v \ ill pa,> , throu.:h the upper corllC_' 0.1. t.f;, _ i,.:ht 
0: the intersecti::> ... of the bar in the "a tt ob "captain", lith the !': jht-hand 
str,..ILW 0_ "a' ar! i'lill pas .... thrau 11 t .. e hal "ay m::..r.( on trLv 1'i ;nthand :3lant 
stroKe of "m" , I)Jl L the flal f ;a: .ar ( of thE) l'i 'ltb.&nd orticel ~tro -e 0: "m" -
on the face . 11 t~e 1853 cover, similar .L':'1& ,ill nElCS tnrou h the .tl'ur:e 
0:: the "a" an", the rl.t.lELd leg of the a" , nd on the 11m" it il_ pass 
tcrou ~ t.E u,per lefthund COrLeI' of the le~~er, end t~e 10 , I' rl>hth~nd 

corner 0: the le~ter, ana will intwrsect Doth slant ~urs . 

Place a stl'9.i 'ht e ;0 on the out",i-..e rl.;ht mar..;in of the "a" in "steam
boat" and. it will pass throu;h the u..'lper half of the letter "hit in "Hopkins" , 
the lo"er half of the tro" and the ri;hthand side of t.le letter "bl! in It. 10biJ..c" . 
Place it on the 1853 cover and it will bar",ly touch the 1t tlt of "capt~linfl , ,ill 
pass throu h the Im1er half of' the 'hn of "lIoplcinstt , Ylil be tan->ent to the 
10 ,Ier half of "0" :'n 'Hopkins"ar.d will ~ouch the vel': 10 er lefthand corner 
of "b" in ",,':obile" . 

Place a strei-;ht ed~e on the lefthand ed~e of the vertical otro:.:e of lib" 
~n the l:ne ~ill pa~~ th~ou:h the ri~hthand side of the int~rsection of the 
t~o l:nes of Itt" in IIcaptain' , oLd be barely tan~tint to the ri~hthan~ side 0 

"0" :n fI ... rlt. n the t5:::; cove , a similar l:ne ;:;ill P8SS thl'ouJh tht; c .1tel' 
of t!1e intersection of the be's of tt" and ',iL. cut throu;h t:1e "Of' of ""or" 
sli ~htl~' left of the inside mar -in 0: tr .. c :::oi 'ht 8i e of flOIl . 

~~ace a strei ht ed e on the ri;ht side Jf t lett~r "i" of" ~ i1e" , 
and i"C ill pass throu'h the 10l,er end 0.' the "i" of ":iop k':'n 0 " , thrau"h the 
bar of t e "k" and throu_~h thtJ let'thand lnt rs ,ctior. of oross-bar anu 1 ,of 
the "a" in "steanboat" . DO the sane. thin .. on the '53 cover and the strai,ht 
ed ,e ,ill pass "'luou }. tlJv 10 er le:;:'t cornvr of t'le "n" 0 "Hopkins", thT'.?u 'h 
the middle )o~nt of t_c "i , th~ou-~ the U9per ri~t_and corner 0 tt "kif, 
and cut throu,h the foot 0 .... t e letter tit' in "steol'l.boat" 2mm . at le8..3t ~ro 
the letter "a" • 

• Jlace the stl'i 'ht ed:'e on tne lefthanc ed e o~ the vert' col ::'0"; of "1" 
in". obile". It ·,lil.L paus throu :1 the lefthGnd le..: of "m" , throlA; h the upre r 
half of "ntl and "i. , TIEl raiss the "k" and wiLL tough the foot of the letter 
Itt"; on the fa:'::e , An': on the '53 cove~' it 'Iill. cut throll h sli htly lower on 
the ur.J." , t:JnC, thrau b. the mia.dle point 0.:.' .... t . Louis , pass throu h the u.per 
slant 0' vhe ".r" , 'lJ.iss the "t" by 3mm. and cut throu;h the upp I' half of "a" . 

Thel'e are innumers"Jle cOl,lpari on8 you can r.1ske here , s 
so enor~ous that there can be no questionin: h t these two 
dif~ere~t staops , Dnd . inca Jene ' s in un10ubtecly a fa-e , it 
nukes Doc's listing uud TOI,ner ' s cover mclch more authentic. 

e 0 l' • "r. a e 
ere Llsde fr;:> 
seems to ne this 
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I have been dictatin; the previous para~reph t I happened to lay 
the stl'a':' ht edge on "m" of t'j.1ouile tt on the tan~ent to the ri ,hthand side 
of t,w "0" of If Hop ,-;:ins ' and barely miss(;s :he ri 'hthand of the "a tt in 
"steauboat", Join.:; betnee:-. the Ita' a:-!~ the t1t", hercH", on the '53 co".'"er 
it cuts die ,onally t' rou"h -:;; .. ( center of the "0" in tI:lopkins" and aIls 
bet ... een the "0" and "a" of ttboat , barely touch in..:; the le:::'thand .Loot of rta". 

':'0 ,0 bac~ to thL:., it lOOKS to me as if Doc rna,' be ri ;;ht in listing 
this cover t:!!1d I ac. su~c that the tno could not have been made by the sarno 
stamp, even thou.;h at first blush they see:'! to be identical. 

I thin~ these tViO are vcr: intel'l;stin exa lplzs of 1':hat can lead the 
eye astray . I 1'las convin'Jvd tho;" were id()nticB': until I be un to t:1onkey 
with them last ni ~ht. lOW I e~ equally eO'1vinced that the:, are different, 
and , in view of what I have 'Sho'"m rou here, ~,. a-c do you think? 

Here's hopin you arE;; in ;Jod health and can 8:)on reaume the .'ore i -;n 
.':urkin",s co.'res pondenee. 

~tanleJ 'shbrook, 
64 _ readia :;)ri ve, 
.l: art .. i tchell, 
Covinn;ton, _:entueky . 

MH:CB 

3incerely yours, ) 
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PAUL R. FERNALD 
COMPLETE COMMUNICATING AND PAGING SYSTEMS FOR SCI-IOOLS OFFICES FACTORIES AND PLANTS 

G~N~VA, ILLINOIS 
TELEPHONE GEN EVA 2028 

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook. 
33 R. ~t. Thomas Ave. 
~ort Thomas. Kentuoky. 

Dear Mr Ashbrook;-

May Twentieth. 
Nineteen Fifty. 

I hope t hat I am not intruding in writing to you 
but Ezra Cole whom I have k~own for many years has suggested thatI 
do as you might perhaps be able to throw some light or points on 
somethi'~lg I am Following out at the moment. C' 

'~ 

I will wot enter into too much detail nm'r ,for per
haps this will not be 0 sufficient interest to you, but it is as follows. 

For some little time noW' I have been oollecting 
Inland River Paoket covers,and being of rather more inquisitive nat~re 
than sane folks,I dig around a bit. Klein in his book on these included 
some eight that he called countefeits. In asYing around to find out 
how these get labeled thus,some answers did not suit me and digging still 
farther I fina1ly came up with some points that oaused Henry Heyer to 
believe that one. the TALLY,''1as good enough to be oonsidered a regular one 
arld no lonber a fake. 

I then felt if one was found to be pure,why not some 
others,and so started to investigate. Those that came next to my hands 
in sufficient numbers to really check them were the HUNTER and the FRPNCIS. 
In looking at these I saw that some were stamped in a bluish breen and others 
in a greyish black. Nothing much in this,but still sudying them and finally 
under a very powerful glass I found the following to be true or at least 
apparantly so. ALLof the bluish ones have the oachet of the boat so stamped 
that it is UNDER the ink used for address,whereas ALL the greyish black ones 
are 0V1;R the ink. It then oame to me,how could this man Pelletier have 
gotten the oachet U1TDER the address and thus make it a oountefeit,and still 
further oarrying this thought out,why not if all oovers come de~initely under 
the same heading or olassi~i ntion of blue and Dlack,wer a there not real ones 
and also counteneits too,and not all countefeits. 

!_y deductions from what I have studyie aro that the boats 
with the early ones done in bluish green were made as corner cards. ~ll stamped 
at the same ti:'Le who the stamped envelopes wer gotten and so mde ready for 
use. They ore used a needed in 'Whatever manner came to hand to use them,and 
so far I cannot find one single envelope that cannot be posy ally aocounted for 
as much as any a those e aocept as gonuine. 

Now on the other hand the Greyis black ones, ALL are queer 
in one way or another, they all apDear to have printed fDDrn the same ink pad 
and seem to have the same dry dePects, They all are on the F~RDIE correspondence 



They all appear on the same type 
and not the stamped envelope that 
and further do not hold water as 
and glaring differences in dates 

of envelope,using the 31 of 61 
most of those of this ear used, 
to their,postal uS9,showing c]ashing 
and 'filii! places. 

Now of course I may be wrong and not even right in my 
assumptions, but it seems to me that this latter could be acoounted 
for in that Pelletier through his antique shop business could have 
qcquired these rubber stamps of the boats in some manner, and had 
the bright idea that he could make just a few morp of these covers 
that peoplememed to want and brought good money,and he could make 
still more profit on them for they would cost him nothing, so he 
experimented and made a few from the envelopes he got from the 
Hardie warehouse which I understand was nearly across the street from 
him. 

Now Bz Cole says that you are familiar with the workings of 
these fakers and also many of the other angles of these,and so suggesbad 
this letter. Again let say that I hope I have not intruded in writing 

.~ 

as I have and any he p or suggestions will be thankfully received. I have 
wri tted and talked to one or two others regards this, but they have not '" 
grasped the idea that these were not cachets placed on the letters while 
handled, but were actually what we would cull advertising corner cards today. 
There are a lot of others in this same class, but they have never been 
questioned andere accepted as genuine from the start. 

One point farther. I have definitely settled that such bouts 
were buH t,and ran the River or Gulf at this time and tht such ~Lasters 
were active on thesewaters at that time and this would ti~/t tend to 
further help my side,for if there were no such names or men,then there 
would be no reason to believe there could possibly be genuine ones. 

I ha va written too much 'Jerhaps ,and shall close and await 
with interest your reply. 

prf/sf 



t , 

Mr . Paul R. Fernald, 
p . o. Box 2'7, 

Geneva, 111'. 

Dear Hr . Fernald: 

tTune 5, 1950. 

1 sincerely trust thut you wl11 pFlrdon roy delay in reply
ing to yonI' lettOl'> of the 20th. 

I recall that along aDou t H1;)D O]~ 1936 I had quito a bit 
of correspondonce with myoId friend h'ugene Klei.:'1 rogarding certain 
~:'ake packet covers. but I doubt if I have done-a thine; Rinco thnt 
time on the subject, nor do 1 roc all sonine any new exa ... plos. 
Reading your letterjl I rea1.izo\1 that I was vory rusty on the subject 
a.nd would hflVO to take ti.ne out H21d see if I could find any or my 
old refBrence material . Thus the dGlny. 

I finally m.l.(}~ooded todny in 10e>1tinc tv\'O cov"3rs, sor10 
photographs and sone of the CO'''l''cnpoanonce that I had with 1:loin. I 
am enclosinr tho t'1O C lVC)"rl ht'll'cw:lth. ~'h6se co.r10 l'ro. ~-;he S • • i . Hichey 
(Cincinnnt:t') colloct1.on nnrl as I :t'oeall, 1<1' . Richey obtained both of 
those coveJ"~ from Potlet~:·LoT' oj' iIml Orl'·Mt1n. ':'~lli.~j·C '1m! ~1ever any 
quest:1.on in my mllHl thnt Pellotie:!' hnd the handnta:r;.prJ nude anti put 
th~m on cover's h:t:rwolf. :r have not rond any of t,}-1.0 CO ('}'osponc1.once 
that I }1nd with Klein but as I recall h& hflCl qn_its (1 bit of evidonce 
to provo th~lt all the it0l1s ho J.isted in hi~ book Here ltctu~ll rakes. 

OVEn'" thC:j ~renrs I have 1"ou.n#~ th! t it is mORt diff1cu.li;; to 
deter:: ina' hethor 0110 ink in OVCl" or tmdcp another ink. bOIt1G Ruthori-
tios clHlm thnt nuoh n fact can be estahlished and othors claim it 
oan bo done scientifically. In l:-ml1Y cases 1 think thq t one can con
vinco hinself accordine to the ... tay he wants it to bo. In other wOI'ds # 

a certnln ink is over ::t!1other, p::'o"-¥-ldO(: it r1flets the theory the export 
is atterapting to cstnbl:~.sh. In tho 1'0'1'1 }~dl1etier fa.!:os i;l:I.I"4tI hElve 
examined, it novor occurred to 110 thcl.t any OJ; the l:t1"'ldngs !light have 
been a corner cnI'el. 

Fifteen or si:~toen 15 ars back is q !ito a lone; ti 0 but I 
have a dIstinct l"ocollor.t:i.on that Klein Q'7ld I V10:r'e i1~ porfoct ag!'ee'" 
mont that the covers t lo,1lSelves proyoo. the faking - that is t;he way 
the cover went tb.rll the mail. Ihtvon't}'eR( Kl.in's book :'[;1 years 
but in it there 8.10\ ld be an ex:plallatio~l of Why \ve find packet nark-
111gS on coveT's. I haven't rCf1d vhat I "Irotc years n80 ond the subject 
11 Volume Two of ny Rtndy of the U.S. One Cont 1851-57 but I believe 

.-

thE: t I had so. 0 rOPlR:rk~ on tho suhjoct. For cxruupl(1, 1 atc tho ::l;atchez" 
cover hero' ith. Thi. cove:r.;1as placed ill the st. Lonis )OS'C Office in 
1860(?) nnn wns nddI'eSHod to How O:r:'l .nns. Bocauso of that fnct it \"ient 
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#2 III' . Paul H. FOj.'na.ld, Juno 5 , 1950. 

re&lllr r n . 3. 'In..1J. 1n R sealod 'bae;_ So one w0nUcrs why tho packet 
marking? Consider the oth(;I' covor' "lith tho "Il'lurtor" fake . Tho snne 
rel!laI'ks apply . 

\lould YOt! like to soo n i~oVl photosraphs and sono of the 
Klein correspondence? If' so, I will bo glad to loan thom to you . 

PHckot covors vn~re ahmys tl sort of sidoline \1ith (3 and 
I r:lflke no 01niPl to much knov/led30 concorning then. Henry neY,1"8 is 
probably in tho sone class wj.th mo . I did hnve great l"oupect for 
Klein'S' knov;ledee and I regard D. A. f.>oudnl of Shreveport , L~ as the 
lend ins Iluthority or the presont time . Have yott had any correspondence 
with h~.EL on thiu ,'llbject? You r~:r'e !lo~n, \Icleomo to nny frn~thcr assiotance 
that I can ~C'ond(n:,. 

S inc <1r c ly .' om'H , . 



PAUL R. FERNALD 
COMPLETE COMMUNICATING AND PAGING SYSTEMS FOR SCHOOLS OFFICES FACTORIES AND PLANTS 

GENEVA, ILLINOIS 
TELEPHONE GENEVA 2028 

June 16t~., 1950. 

~. Stanla B. Ashbrook. 
33 orth Ft. T onas Ave. , 
~t . Tho~s. Kentu hJr. 

Dear fur ... s'lbrook;-

I have your let~e' of the 5th,inst,an let me 
ap logize ~or not ack ovrledginb 00 er , b'lt it arrive 1 l' the day 
I left 0 the East and I ar ive ba '{ nly YE'.3te- day morili g. 
~9.n :"Z,~Ul_~S for ,':1e enclosure of' th~ two overs,wh ' Il I "'lave gene 

er arcf'ul y an a. return i~g to ou under this cover. 

I hG.ve ha q ite a l't·Lle COrr0GpOn e"1ce ':ith 
ono or two ryf t '-' Paccec b a+ boys, e y rToyc:::- and Somdo. ,o.nd also 
have had two or thr"'e of these chec "e 4 by l.Tarold Star:, of Ann •• rbor 
Yich':'gan. I ave 0.150 tal: ed <.t.1 ono or tvo peo Ie that knev: f 
P l10~ier and ad had co tae~ with him. So all in all I have done 
about 0.11 I can ~or t~i.e time bei:n;. 

tark believo that oven these gree ish i Jd: arc 
oUT'tefeit co by P lIe ieI'. Fe ont -15 an I a b - e "lith him fully 

tLat thene i kG can hal' ly be checked efini::ely for t.e' posiJ...ion 
cithe:::- under or over tho' 1" in!; :'n£',s use. Tho.t suck inLs 0 ... 11 
drif't throu so ~hat no!"!)')!) can de "~nitcly s~ one "b r or t.c other. 
:T01,. "'0 ever e,'en it that i min, I hav che ~ d 0 'i16'" of the con-
+<:lJ'1porary era and I belie~ e e on -I-he sarno:' k(g c ) VlEl.., use' "ith 
t:.e:1 a 11 these a.ro accepted. I ag 00 too that the black 0 os ..,u e 
as ou IT ::CHEZ o.re fa.kes rrad_ by Pell tier . 

I ag ee w:.th you in t'.e.t caC:l can make his mind uC!cept the 
t:.oory t 'at 's 1.is pet,a so 1 upp <'0 t:le ~a~ter \.:. 1 re::;t tHe e as it 
as foi." the years since Euge e Klo ' n I' te t. e lonG run it 
oe~ not make mue 1ifferen 0 on ~r r the oth~ to me . or I am 0 ly 

tryi c to esta is 1 the a'..lt:.ent' ~ty 0" t: ese as 1 g , for I have :'ound 
that K ei make a _.istake one l' t-;"O ('f' hi'" mark f'akes,a.d se I 
~t o~t to c~vck the~ n~l t see if any of the others rere the a~e. 

To me tl i'" .' ~ a. m 1'0 interost':'n f s i e r> YO" :ing these t}}an the actual 
po"'session or eollectino of then. They are very interesting as histo y 
a d developemont , this as yhole and i one or more do get pi~eon holed 
on the 0 g ~ide f the i'ence , it oes ot ma.tt r for the bo. ance of tho 
availa Ie ner ""ill establish the isto y and evelopo. nt Ilithout thon 

I oul be very. uc interented in seoin~ t e correspondence 
in this matt I' if not too ~uch trouble . po urtha~ ref renee and tabulation . 
an nan 1 '.ankc "'or t'le 0 porat ' on d I re~a:'"'1 , 

'I (' /s 
one. ~ ':0 Cove :; ret ned. 
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ISSUES 
A§lH)B~ROOJK 

Fraudulent San F1'ancisco Postmark 

O N a number of occasions in re
cent years, I llave noted vari

ous covers and off cover items, with 
a San Francisco postmark which is 
fraudulent. These manufactured 
items which have come under my ob
servation, are on stamps which were 
current during a period of approxi
mately 1856 to 1864. No doubt 
quite a few exist which I have never 
seen. 

Figure ~1 is a tracing of this 
fake and figure #2 is an illustration 
of one of the made to order covers, 
which purports to be a patriotic from 
San Francisco to Norwich, N. Y. 

The single rate of postage from 
California to New York State from 
April 1, 1855, was 10c until reduced 
to 3c by the Act of March 3, 1863, 
effective April 1, 1863. 

Evidently the crook who made 
these fraudulent items was not 
aware that 3c would not carry a 

Figure ~I-Fra udulent San Francisco 
Postmark 

the 3c 1857. 
Figure #4 illustrates a third cover, 

but this one, in the same handwrit
ing, is addressed to Utica, N. Y. The 
date is also "Mar 23." 

In a recent auction a very fine 
used block of six cancelled with a 
bla.cle San Fra.ncisco, California, 
town postmark was sold. 

Figure #5, is an illustration of the 
above described block. Used blocks 

Figure ~5-Fraudulent Postmark on block of 
3c 1857 

of s ix of the 3c 1857 with most any 
California town postmark are items 
which are far from common, hence 
this block brought the sum of $25. 
The auction firm was entirely un
aware that the post mark was fraudu
lent . and I seriously doubt if the 
owner, had any suspicion of the item. 
When this block was sold at auction 
no comment was made from the floor, 
hence in all probability none of those 
present had any suspicion. 

Figure #2-Fraudulent Postmark-"MAR. 23" 

Several years ago I was quite sur
prised to run across a horizontal pair 
of the One Cent 185]. Type IV, 
with this fraurlulent San Francisco 
postmark struck in g-ree'll. The fak,~r 
had removed a pen marking and made 
an item that was quite unusual, be
cause bright green postmarks on the 
Onc Ccnt impel'fo1'3tes are quite 

letter from San Francisco to New 
York State during the life of the 3e 
1857 stamp. It appears that in mak
ing these various fakes, the manu
facturer generally used pen canceled 
copies of the 3c 185T. Some of these 
show a 1?artially removed pen mark, 
whereas on others I have examined, 
no attempt was made to remove the 
pen marks. 

Figure #3 illustrates a second 
cover with the same address as fig
ure #2. Only a slight attempt was 
made to remove the pen marks on 

TAKE ADVANTAGE 
OF THE DOLLAR 

RATE OF EXCHANGE 
The {lresent. favorable rate, of Exchange of the Dollar to the £ affords' 
!In dceptional opportun.ity for purchasing! All my stamps are priced 
10 STERLING and no 10creases have been .made in my prices thus 
enabling you to secure rare items at bargain prices. 

T. ALLEN 

.... 

.. 
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Figure #3-Fraudulent Postmark-"MAR. 23" 

figure #4-Fraudulent Postmark-"MAR. 23" 

rare, but imagine a green with a 
California origin. This green fake 
also bore the date, "Mar 23." 

Collectors specializing in the 2c 
Black Jack of 1862 are warned to 
bcware of this fake, because the 
crook probably made up some at
tractive looking patriotics with pen 
removed Black Jacks tied to cover 
with it. 

I recall seeing onc of these in a 
collection several years ago, but the 
owner was so proud of what appeared 
to be a very rare and bcautiful cover 

New Issue 
Service . .. 

AIRMAILS 
OF THE 
WORLD 

that I did not have the heart to dis
illusion him. 

Whether thesc fakes werc made 
within recent years, or a long time 
ago, I have no idea. It is extremely 
hard to trace fake covers to their 
source and in attempting to trace 
their source, it has been my experi
ence that in a number of cases they 
came from small mail order dealers 
who had innocently acquired them 
and were entirely unaware that they 
werc fraudulent. 

WRITE today for our free fold
er describing one of the finest 

services on new issues of air 
mail stamps of the world. Don't 
rely on chance to get your new issues. 
Join our new issue service and be 
sure of every issue. 

F. W. KESSLER 
55) Fifth Avenue £ New York, N. Y. 

January 20, )940Stamps 

A Review of Philatelic Station 
Cancellations for 1939 

By Roger A. Mathes 

A T Philatelic Exhibitions and Con
ventions of national importance, 

branch post offices are often set up, and 
mail posted there receives a special can
cellation. The temporary post offices 
operate for the duration of the affair, 
usually from two or three days to a week. 
Both handstamp and machine canGella
tions have been used. 

The first such special cancellation was 
used in 1926 at the International Phila
telic Exhibition in New York. 

1939 was a fruitful year, there having 
been five philatelic station cancellations, 
equalling the previous banner year of~ 
1934. In addition the Sepad Exhibition 
used a special slogan meter cancellation, 
an innovation at stamp meetings. Thi s 
cancellation, however, cannot be classed 
with the special official post office can
cellations, although it is of course inter
esting to include in such a collection. The 
Precancel Stamp Society was accorded 
a special postmark for the first time. As 
these big stamp affairs were given so 
much publicity in the philatelic press any 
further description here hardly seems 
necessary. The largest registration at 
a philatelic convention during 1939 was 
232, this record being set by the Pl'ecancel 
Stomp Society. An inquiry to the Post 
Office Department as to the number M 
pieces of mail receiving these special can
cellations brought the reply that no such 
records are kept. They did. however. 
have the information that 6,800 special 
cancellations were applied to mail matter 
at the branch post office of the Fifth 
American Philatelic Congress. 

The following list, with first day dates, 
is believed to be complete. 

1. Precancel Stamp Society Conv. Sta. 
Baltimore, Md. Aug. 18, 1939. 

2. Society of Philatelic Amer. Conv, 
Sta. Baltimore, Md. Aug. 24, 1939. 

3. Amer. Air Mail Society Conv. Sta. 
Cincinnati, O. Sept. 1, 1939. 

4. Amer. Philatelic Society Conv. Sta. 
San Francisco, Calif. Sept. 26, 1939. 

5. Fifth Amer. Philatelic Congress Sta. 
Atlantic City, N. ]. Nov. 24, 1939. 

Sepad 1939 National Stamp Exhibition 
Sept. 27 to Oct. 1. Philadelphia, Pa. 
Sept. 27, 1939. 

• 
Special Rarity Sales 

5 PECIAL Rarity Auctions were in-
augurated on October 25, 1939, by 

the]. M. Bartels Co., Inc., of N ew York 
in addition to their regulal' monthly auc
tions in oreler to offer the discriminating 
collectOi' rarer stamps in finest condition. 

The second Special Rarity Sale, for 
which catalogs are now available on re
quest, will be held on January 20, and 
a third one will take place in March. Mr. 
Bartels advises us that every stamp se
lected for these sales has been minutely 
examined and expertized by competent 
authorities, and that all items are in ex
ceptionally fine condition, and that many 
bear the signature of well-known experts. 

Outstanding among the offerings are 
United States, old German States, Offices 
and Colonies, Austria, British Empire, 
Italian States, Spain, rare Airmails, etc., 
including attractive and distinct multi
ples, covers and errors. The catalogs are 
elaborately prepared with numerous fine 
illustrations inserted between the text. 



MEKEEL'S WEEKLY STAMP NEWS 
Published Every Monday By The Severn-Wylie-Jewett Co. 

SUBSCRIPTIONS: U. S ., Canada and Mexico,1 year, $1.00. Entered as second class matter June 25, 1917, at the post office 
at Portland, Maine, under the Act of March 3, 1879. Abroad, $1.50. Single Copies, 5c. 

VOL. LIV, No. 2 PORTLAND, ME., MONDAY, JANUARY 8, 1940 WHOLE No. 2557 

The 18~c D01nestic Rate 
Of 1825 

BY NORTON D. YORK, WELLSVILLE, N. Y. 

There are many Acts, or portions of 
Acts, pas ed by the United States Con
gress that are very perplexing, but the 
most mystifying one is the 18:y,(c domestic 
postage rate of 1825. This became effec
tive March 3 of that year for the zone 
of over 150 miles and not over 400 miles 
when ~c was added to the previous exist
ing charge of 18yk for this same dis
tance. In fact, this was the only change, 
in either zone distances or postage rates, 
in effect from May 1, 1816, to July 1, 
] 845, and it must have been done for 
some very obvious reason. But why? 

It is true that tl,is selfsame rate was 
in use from Feb. 1, 1815, to March 31, 
] 8] 6, when all postal charges were raised 
50% for war revenue purposes, thus ad
vancing the 120c rate to 18:y,(c. But as 
this was done to meet a temporary emer
gencyand not to make a permanent sched
ule, it can be eliminated from this dis
cussion. However. as a rate of 120c was 
in use from the very beginning ill June 
1, ] 792, until July 1, 1845, except for the 
war time period mentioned above. why 
could not the 180c charge have been usa
ble without the addition of ~c? 

I consulted the register of debates in 
thc U. S. Congress, the Postma ter Gen
eral's reports and other sources of infor
mation but without any definite results. 
Thinking that I might have made an 
o\'ersight, I enlisted outside help and ex
cerpts of the replies follow: 

Librar)1 of COllqress. "We find no rec
ord that the debates of the 18th Congress, 
2nd Session, were ever reported in full. 
HO\\'ever, during this period, speeches 
which \\'ere omitted from the Register of 
Dcbates wcrc occasionally printed in 
newspapers (especially those of Washing
ton) and occa ionally as monographs. We 
;;uggest an outside worker." Post Office 
Departmellt. "A journal of the Post Of
lIce Department for the period of 1824-
2.3 has not been preserved." New Y orll 
Pllblic L1·brary. "The most complete col
lection of early Post Office documents is 

Volume 7 of the American State Papers, 
"'/ashington, 1834, and I find in it noth
ing relating to the Reorganization Act of 
March 3, 1825. There is nothing in the 
Congressional documents and nothing in 
the annual report of the Post Office De
partment." 

It has been suggested that this change 
of rate was put into effect to assist the 
postmasters in their bookkeeping as four 
times 183~C equals 75c, etc. I hesitate to 
accept this, as \'ery seldom would even 
multiples of such a charge be either re
ceived or sent. 

A glance at the U. S. Mint coinage 
tables seems to complicate rather than to 
assist in the solution of this problem. Up 
to the period of time in question, 0c 
pieces were minted, but in very limited 
quantities and, for about one-half of the 
number of these calendar years. were not 
minted at all. This then, one might as
sume. was the reason for abandoning the 
180c rate but we must remember that 
l he 12 );jc rate was in effect at that same 
time and \\'as continued until 1845. Fur
thermore no U. S. ~c were ever coined. 
So let u look elsewhere for a possible 
explanation. 

The Act of April 2, 1792, establishing 
our money system, contains the following: 
" . .. Dollars or Units-each to be of the 
\'alue of a Spanish milled dollar as the 
same is now current, ... ". This is quite 
good e\'idence of the prevalence of Span
ish coin and of the public's familiarity 
with it. 

Owing to the mint's inability to sup
ply ufficient coinage, the Act of Feb. 9. 
1793. conferred legal tender upon Spanish 
and French coins at certain specified rates 
but also contained this significant clause: 
" ec. 2. That at the expiration of three 
years ... all foreign silver coins, except 
Spanish milled dollars and parts of such 
dollars. shall cease to be a legal tender. 
as aforesaid". This showed a definite 
preference for the Spanish money. This 
provision for making certain foreign coins 
legal tender was renewed in 1806, 1816, 
and at other later dates, proving that they 
\\'ere necessary for our commercial needs 
as an adj unct to our own limited coinage. 

The newspapers of this period adver
tised articles for sale at such prices as 
6~, 120, 18:y,( and 370c and also, fol-

lowing the crisis of 1837, many notes wer~' 
issued by private concerns using these 
fractional values, all being done in spite 
of the fact that our monetary system was 
established upon a decimal basis. 

These facts, namely, an inadequate sup
ply of U. S. subsidiary and minor coins 
as noted from a survey of the mint re
ports, the legalizing of various foreign 
coins as legal tender at specified rates, 
especially those of Spain, and the pre
valence of fractional values in newspaper 
advertising, convince me that the change 
in the 180c rate to 18:y,(c, as well as the 
continuance of the 120c, was made to 
facilitate the use of the predorn.inant 
Spanish currency. The coins necessary to 
pay these postal charges would have been 
the real and the medio accepted at 120 
and 6~c respectively. 

To further substantiate this statement 
Prof. Neil Carothers in his book, "Frac
tional Money", writing about the use of 
Spanish money states :-"The fractional 
coins were commonly accepted at values 
of 50, 25, 120 and 6~c. In the cities, 
where the decimal system was making 
progress, the fractional remainders were 
often dropped, the real passing for 12c, 
the medio for 6e. The great depreciation 
in weight of the foreign coins and the 
losses on re-coinage were beginning to 
cause disturbance. . .. No settled policy 
was adopted until 1843, in which year the 
New York banks established a scale of 
values. The double-real, real, and medio 
\\'ere not to be taken at values of higher 
than 23, 10 and 5c respectively. The post 
offices adopted the same valuations, despite 
public protests. Congress demanded an 
explanation from the Postmaster General, 
but took no further action. By 1848 the 
New York ratings had been adopted by 
banks and post offices the country over." 

I t is rather interesting to note that 
during the period mentioned above, 1843 
to 1848. the new postage rates of 5 and 
10c had become effective July 1, 1845. 
Using these facts and statements as a 
basis, it seems rather logical to assume 
that the 18:y,(c rate was adopted to use the 
Spanish real and medio which were made 
legal tender by Congressional Acts. If 
such an assumption is incorrect, the 
writer will greatly appreciate further light 
on this problem. 

.~ 



We BUY Stamps 
We wish to purchase several desirable 

collections, and will pay the highest possible 
prices. Prompt cash. Offers cheerfully made. 
If you wish to sell, write us to-day. 

MAX F. BIER CO. .A 
P.O. Box 14, Staten Island, N.Y. L!i!I\ 

SCANDINAVIA 
and CENTRAL EUROPE price list free. 

Large stock of stamps priced at 1 to 5c 
each. Appro\-als against references. 
V H HASSELBAUM 316 Flatbush Ave., 

• • BROOKLYN, N. Y. 

JUST OFF PRESS 

NEW! 1940 Edition NEW! 
of AMERICA'S LARGEST SET CATALOG 

(lllustrated, 196 pages) 
(Revised throughout and up to date. 
Thousands of New additions and urice 
changes.) 

Z g NEW ISSUES to Dec., 1939 Z o \I) Miniature Sheets compI. 0 
_ ao AIRlIIAILS compI. -
~ ..... Brit. Coronations and jubilees !: Q ~ c> Semi-Postals Q 
,.1 0 /I) Commcmoratives ~ 
... II> 1l Brit., French. Dutch, etc., Cols. 
o .s" Regular issues 19th & 20th Cent. 0 

; ~ ~:~~~~~ ~~llce;:nOt~~es ; 
o French and Domestic Albums 
Sent F R E E only On receipt of 10 
cents to cover forwarding charges (de
ductable from your first order of $1.00 
or more). 

NEW YORK STAMP CO. Inc. A-
113 West 42nd Street ~ 

New York City 
(Age"ts in U. S. A. for Yvert & Tellier 01 

France) rtf 

BIGGER & BETTER-

LIBERIA 
I am breaking up a beautiful collection of 
LIBERIA. It includes practically all the 
inverts and other nice things, including 
sheets . Selections gladly sent on approval 
at BARGAIN PRICES. 

M J FENSTERllO Country Club Dr. 
• • ELMIRA, N. Y. 

WANTED FINE U. S. MINT SI'NGLES, 
- BLOCKS - Also Foreign Col

lection - Best Prices Paid. Also will Trade. 
MITULA STAMP CO. [tf 

420 Union Nat!. Bank Bldg., Houston, Tex. 

Collect USed Blocks 
Finest Centering - Neatest Cancels 
16c Blue Airspecial. ~CE1 ............. .90 
16c Blue Imperf., ~771 ................. 1.75 
16c Bicolor Airspecial, lICE2 .......... .60 
30c Transatlantic Air ................. .85 
12c Tipex, colored FDC canc. ......... .29 
22c Presidential ....................... .45 
24e Presidential ....................... .48 

Please add 3c under $1. What else? 

WILLIAM T. ADAMS dHI~ 
Box 1104 SAN JOSE, CALIF. ~ t1 

BUY YOURSELF A PRESENT 
"Vest. Samoa, Stevenson, etc., cPl. .25 

This Set Already Obsolete, Bound 
To Be Go.::o~d.:.. ---..,. __ -,-_--:-::-

South & Central American Mixture No.2 
A Dandy Group Of Latin Countries, 

Old and New. Used and Unused. Fur
merly $2.75 Per 1000, To Clear - A 
Special A:.t."S",I:::.9:,:0c:,.::--:===-=-

NEW ISSUES 
'Brazil, 50th Anniversary, 3 vnlues .22 
'China U. S. Constitution. 4 values .30 
'Cuba,' Garcia Issue, 4 values .20 
'Denmarl" Red Cross Set, 2 values .13 
'Jauan, 1940 Red Cross. -l values.. .30 

POSTAGE EXTRA UNDER $1.00. 
Let Us Send Yon Our Lists. House 

Or/:,an And Approvals. WAXT LISTS 
A SPECIALTY. 

MARKS STAMP CO. LTD. 
258B Colle/:,e St., TORONTO, CAN. 

POPULAR BRITISH COLONIALS * PRICED RIGHT 
Antigua, 1932, "TERCENTENARY" set, Nos. 67-76 .......... . ....... . ...... $ 25.00 $ 25.00 
C,.y=an, 1932, "CENTENARY" to 5/-, Nos . 69-79 ...... . .... . ..... . ........ 21.50 
Falkland, 1933, "CENTENARY" set, Nos. 65-76 ......... . .. . .. . .. .. ........ 100.00 
lIIontserrat, 1932 "TERCENTENARY" set, Nos. 75-84 ..................... . 22.50 
St. Helena, 1934, "CENTENARY" set, Nos. 101-110 . . ......... . .... .. ........ 27.50 
Transjol'dan, 1933, "PICTORIAL" set, Nos. 182-195 ............... . ....... . . 68.50 
Sierra Leone, 1933, "WILBERFORCE" set, Nos. 153-165 .... . ............... 100.00 

All above are fine, from a collection just being broken. Send want list of either £ 
19th or 20th century B. C., commOn or rare. No sets to 1/- will be broken. 
H. A. ROBINETTE, 900 F Street N. W., WASHINGTON, D. C. 

Canada, 1859-64 
17c Stamp 

By B. W. H . POOLE. 

With the issue of its first postage 
stamps Canada soon became involved in 
the morass of two valuations in connec
tion with the English monetary system 
it had inherited from the motherland
"sterling" and "currency". The advantages 
of the decimal system were manifest in all 
its transactions with the U. S. and it was 
obvious that sooner or later the cumbrous 
pence and shillings would have to give 
way to the more simply computed cents 
and dollars. The change in the monetary 
system of the Province of Canada-as it 
was known at that time-was promul
gated on July 1, 1859, and it was imme
diately reflected in the postage stamps of 
the Province. A circular published by the 
Postmaster General announced the change 
as follows:-

"Decimal stamps of the value of 1, 5 
and 10c for ordinary correspondence. and 
of 120c for Canadian and 17c for Brit
ish Packet postage rates, were obtained 
in readiness for the commencement of the 
Decimal Postage Law in July, 1859, and 
have from that date been issued in lieu of 
the stamps previously in use." 

The designs of the stamps of this new 
issue were adapted from those of the cor
responding values of the pence series hith
erto in circulation. The odd value of 17c 
-the only stamp of this denomination 
ever issued by our northern neighbor
which is the only one with which we are 
at present concerned, had the value "Sev
enteen Cents" in place of "Ten Pence" on 
the oval band around the portrait. Owing 
to the extra length of this new inscrip
ti n the ornaments which had previously 
separated the designation of value from 
"Canada Postage" had to be erased and 
small ovals were inserted in their place. 
The numerals "17" took the place of 
"10cy" in the lower corners but, curious
ly enough, the legend "8d stg" ill. the 
upper angles was unaltered. 

This 17c was engraved in recess by the 
American Bank Note Co., New York. 
whose predecessors. Rawdon, vVright, 
Hatch and Edson had manufactured the 
stamps for the pence sene. Only one 
plate wa made for this denomination. and 
this consisted of one hundred stamps ar
ranged in ten horizontal rows of ten each. 
\Vhile aU the other denominations of this 
set show the manufacturer's imprint in all 
four margins this 17c is, curiously enough, 
entirely devoid of marginal inscriptions. 

The normal color for this stamp is d(' p 
blue but as inere were several pri s 

t many shades are found, including 011 

described as slate-blue. The perf or;! ,n 
gauges 12 and is the work of a sinv- 'le 
machine. The paper is wove var n 
tinge from yellowish to white and 
ture from thin to fairly thick. 
varieties, of more or less striking 
anee, may be found. As these wen 
ly caused by stacking sheets one 
of another before the ink was QU. 
thei r philatelic importance is slight. 

Specialists will find it weU worth 
to hunt for re-entries or double tran~ 
Several are known, the most pronou 
of which shows a distinct doubling 0 1 

upper portion of the left frame ' 
Another shows a dot of color at the! 
of the 1I1scnbed oval band with a 
vertical line passing through it pa 
with the outer frame line. Anotht 
entry shows a line in and above the J 
(;E of "Postage". Guide dots ma 
be found-usually outside the cer 
the left-hand frame line. 

,) 

'5. 
of 

This stamp is known entirely im 
rate in the deep blue and indigo s 
Whether these varieties are from 
sheets or were found among legi 
post office stock we do not know. 
are quite scarce and, apparently, IH 

.:ate 
hey 
lsed 

copies are known. 
According to official records a tot. I of 

599,990 stamps was received from tbe 
printers and' of these 516,026 were issued 
to postmasters. As this value became prac
tically usel~ss after a short while it IS 

probable that some of these were re
turned to Ottawa when the 1868 st. os 
made thei r appearance. 

The portrait on this stamp is th )f 
J aeques Cartier, the explorer and ft,. d
er of Canada. At one time there as 
considerable discussion over the idel ty 
of the original it being claimed 111, le 
Quarters that the subj ect was Sebao 1I1 
Cabot. Eventually it was proved be) ld 
doubt that the portrait is that of Car !r 
and it was undoubtedly copied from n 
engraving reproduced from a thr ,
Quarter lellgth painting of Cartier in I le 
Hotel de Ville at his birthplace 111 't. 
Malo, France. The only other Canadian 
stamp on which Cartier's portrait appears 
is the 1 c of the Quebec Tercentenary is
sue all which he shares honors with S m
llel Champlain. 

5c AIRMAIL, BEACON, Co:,ll, MINT 
Single. .. . . . . .. . .08 Block of four ......... . .32 Plate block of six ......•.. 65 

Set of 1,Iate numbel' blocks of six-
Set of two, UR and UL positions of same number combinations...... ........... . .... 1.25 
Set of four, of the following combinations .................. ·· · · · . . ........... . ....... t \() 

Red 19549,-50,-51, 52 with blue 195-15, 113546. 19547 or 19M8. 
We have other numbers - what do you need? 

lIIoney orders appreciated. Postage extra under ij:1.00. A 
213 Seaton PI. N. E., Washington, D. C. L!iia. 

Stanlps not accepted. 

C, E. NICKELS, 

.... 
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THE NEW YORK EXHIBITS. 
By A VISITOR. 

AFTER reading about the tremendous preparations and the large number of 
collections for the New York Exhibition, I was prepared for something 
on a grand scale. Nevertheless, I was astonished at its size and could 

hardly credit an exhibition on such gigantic lines for the leisurely and dignified 
hobby of stamp collecting. 

The Grand Central Palace is a buildmg catering specially for exhibitions and 
is, in my opinion, admirably suited for a stamp show. Three entire floors were 
taken for this philatelic event. The chief entrance was up a grand staircase to 
the first and main floor. It was here that a most astonishing crowd with queues 
of enthusiasts waited on the first day for the exhibition stamps and the oppor
tunity of posting first day covers. Hundreds of thousands of the attractive 
commemorative sheets were sold that day. 

At the top of the grand staircase one entered the exhibition and immediately 
saw the imposing Court of Honour facing down the centre "aisle from the far 
end. This Court of Honour was the first of its kind at any exhibition, comprising 
a display of the first countries to issue stamps from May 6th, 1840, to May 5th, 

The Court of Honour. 

Mr. and Mrs. Newbury inspect!ing the Penny Black dies in the centre. 

1850. They were, in order, Great Britam, Zurich, Brazil, Geneva, Basle, United 
States, Mauritius, France, Belgium, Bavaria, Spain, New South Wales, Victoria and 
Switzerland. Four outstanding pages of each were loaned by various exhibitors 
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The Exhibition Souventr Sheet. 

and were arranged in a frame with the respective Government's coat of arms 
above. In the centre, on a raised dais, stood the British Government's case con
taining the original dies of the Penny Black and Twopenny Blue. Above were 
the national flags, and beneath them the Grand Plaque of Honour. The accom
panying photograph illustrates the scene. Adjacent, and on either side, were the 
various exhibits sent by foreign Governments. These were surprisingly numerous 
and formed an important section of the exhibition. 

Close to the Court of Honour was the exhibit loaned by M. Maurice Burrus 
which has no equal in the world of philately. Five copies of the POST OFFICE 
Mauritius were in a frame together with the great rarities of the first British 
Guiana provisionals. This was the most valuable frame in the exhibition and, I 
understand, was specially guarded by detectives from the time it arrived until the 
time Mr. Godden took it into his care to return to the owner. 

The arrangement of the frames was excellent. There was plenty of space to 
move about, and all the dealers' stalls were placed round the sides of the halls. 
One improvement upon previous exhibitions immediately caught my attention. 
In all the frames the album sheets rested in a specially made slot. This not only 
made things much easier for those who had the job of putting them in the frames, 
but removed the tedious fiddling with drawing pins and consequent risk of 
damage to album pages. 

T he American Post Office certainly expected a large demand for the special 
stamps, as I saw about twenty counters for post business. These were nothing 
like enough to supply the thousands of enthusiasts who had to wait in queues for 
an hour or so at a time. 

T he principal exhibits were arranged on the third floor, and it was here that 
I spent most of my time. There is no doubt about the magnificence of Mr. R. W. 
Lapham's United States collections, which secured for him the Grand Prix. The 
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A " Lapham" Piece. 

I cent 1851 from right pane of plate 1. 
Earl)' state of plate. 

This piece comprises Nos. 4. 5. 6. 7. 8,9. 14 and 15, and are the following types: 
Type I, NO.7; Type Ib, Nos. 4. 5. 6. 8 and 9; Type II, Nos. 14 and 15· 

U.S ... Postmasters" are the finest in the world. Here were stamps costing any
thing up to four and five hundred pounds each. in reconstructed plates. It was 
my first opportunity of inspecting the great rarities of the U .S.A.- The 
Alexandrias, S.G. catalogues at £2,500 and £4.000. The Baltimores included a 
pair of the 5c. on cover, a JOe. on white and JOC. on bluish. both on covers; the 
latter are catalogued at £2.500 and £3,000 each. These were followed by speci
mens of the Millbury and New Haven rarities. Here again are stamps with values 
running into four figures apiece. The" New Yorks" formed an extraordinary 
collection in themselves. separate reconstructed plates of unused. horizontal pairs. 
vertical pairs. proving without doubt the size of the plate as forty stamps. One 
reconstructed plate consisted entirely of stamps with red postmarks. A unique 
piece was the only known block of six on cover. Mr. Lapham must have over a 
thousand copies of this stamp. 

The stamps of the United States were represented by a very large number 
of exhibitors, considerably more than any other class. The two English exhibitors 
in this section. Mr. James Durham and Sir Nicholas Waterhouse, were in a good 
position with five frames apiece, and their display compared very favourably with 
American collectors. One hors concours series of seven frames of early U.S. 
covers by Robert S. Emerson was much admired. Mr. Saul Newbury's exhibit 
took me rather by surprise, as I had previously only associated him with South 
Americans. His exhibit of ten frames was particularly striking for the wonderful 
condition of every piece, many with rare and unusual cancellations. His award 
of a gold medal was no surprise. 

I was pleased to see that Mr. J. B. Seymour had sent five frames of Great 
Britain (hors col1cours). They covered a wide field from superb blocks of Penny 
Blacks and Twopenny Blues to Crimean War covers and University College 
stamps. It was Mr. C. W. Siggers' collection that upheld the prestige of Great 
Britain in competition. The nine frames shown were a fine selection from one of 
England's premier collections. The Penny Blacks used on Mulreadies {one dated 
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A rare block of " Penny Reds" from Mr. J. B. Seymour's Exhibit. 
The centre stamp shows the " Union Jack" variety. 

May 6, 1840) and caricatures made me quite envious. It has always been my 
ambition to acquire some of these, particularly in colour, to frame and hang in my 
stamp den. Other interesting and rare pieces shown were: Mint marginal block 
of four, V.R.; superb used block of eight Penny Blacks on cover; mint strip of 
twelve across the sheet; superb used strip of twelve Twopenny Blues 1840; com
plete used sheet of twenty of the 1/ - green, octagonal; a used block of eighty-six 
2d. 1841; a fine used copy of the rare tenpence watermarked Emblems. 

Dr. Fleming displayed an intensive study of the Penny Reds of 1841. His 
philatelic work and hand-drawn illustrations of the varieties was an .. eye
opener" for the Americans, who had very little idea of the research there is to be 
done in British line-engraved stamps. I cannot complete Great Britain without 
mention of two charming little exhibits by Captain E. B. Purefoy and S. R. Turner. 
The former was entitled" The Dawn of Philately," with early Post Office Notices 
of 1840, early Mulreadies used with stamps, etc. The latter consisted of the early 
Bntish postmarks from the very beginning in 1660. 

The British North America section, with A. F. Lichtenstein (hors concours) 
and G. B. Bainbridge, were outstanding. The former had unused pairs of both the 
5 and 10 cents imperforate of British Columbia. The latter was one of the most 
beautifully illustrated collections in the exhibition, showing as it did the whole 
history of the British Columbia posts and their little-known Express Companies. 
Mr. Lichtenstein's Twelvepence Canada pairs and covers, Newfoundland and Nova 
Scotia covers and splits, are without parallel. 

The British West Indies formed a large section with several first-class collec
tions. One American exhib itor, Mr. B. H. Homan, had done the most amazing 
work on the stamps of St. Lucia. All the first types had been plated and the 
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rd. Deep Blue with A.3 A mint pair with large The 1/- Blue. 
perforation, 14 ;;~ x r 5 ~ . type surcharge. Error of colour. 

These three rarities are from Mr. Snowden's Barbados Exhibit. 

differences were beautifully illustrated with enlarged sketches. I could hardly 
realise that so many rare and superb blocks of this country existed. Mr. Leonard 
Snowden's exhibit of Barbados created much attention. The Britannia type 
ral'lties were all included with many unusual pieces. The arrangement and 
writing-up were superb, and I was very surpr:sed to learn afterwards that it was 
done solely by the owner. Mr. G. L. Hearn had some fine Turks Islands with 
large blocks of the provisionals showing the make-up of the settings. Jamaica I 
found represented by a choice American exhibit, that of Mr. Brinkley Turner, 
with Great Britain used in the Colony, rare blocks of the" Pineapples," and a copy 
of the one shilling pictorial with inverted centre. 

Cape and Mauritius were strongly represented by Th. Champion, V. Huberich, 
R. F. A. Riesco (not for competition), A. W. Claflin and others. M. Champion 
showed his two POST OFFICE Mauritius along with several valuable items in 
one surprising frame. 

Admiral F. R. Harris, with ten frames of Ceylon, showed one of the finest 
series of these stamps I have ever seen. Two unused copies of the 4d. imper
forate, one of the three known used pairs along with five superb singles. Mr. 
Anthony de Worms contributed two frames (hors concours) of Ceylon covers from 
the Pence issues, with unusual rates and combination of values. 

The Indian section was one of the best with superb collections from F. A. 
Daver, C. D. Desai, Colonel A. E. Stewart, L. E. Dawson and John N. Luff. The 
coliection of Mr. Daver's was, in my opinion, one of the best collections in the 
whole exhibition. The 1854 issue included the most amazing blocks UNUSED 
AND USED in superlative condition. The 4 annas with blue wavy lines was 
shown in a reconstructed UNUSED sheet of eleven out of the twelve starr; ps. 
This had full marginal inscriptions and included a corner block of four, and 
marginal strip of three. This one piece seemed to me to be of such extraordinary 
rarity that I could hardly believe my eyes. Mr. Desai had made a very advanced 
study of plating of the r854 issue and is the possessor of the only known copy of 
the 4 annas inverted frame, not cut to shape. 

The Australian section was well represented. Mr. Bernhard was prominent 
with his famous New Zealands. Miss Harvey showed a well-chosen frame from 
her father's well-known Victorias. There were two fine collections quite new to 
me in this class, those of Mr. Theodore Steinway, New South Wales, and Mr. P. 
Malone, Tasmania. The" Sydney Views" and" Laureated " of the former were 
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plated, and it seemed to me that some of our Australian friends would have diffi
culty in beating this collection. The Tasmania exhibit was in very highly 
specialised form with reconstructed plates of the early octagonals. The blocks of 
the Perkins, Bacon issues were the best I have seen for a long time. 

In the European classes were a number of collections of great strength, with 
rarities and extremely valuable pieces in profusion. I should imagine that it was 
In this section that the judges had their most difficult task. Three Honour Prizes 
came to this section and, as far as I could see, there was little to choose between 
them and four or five others. I was delighted to see Dr. Leemann's Swiss for the 
first time-a collection undoubtedly formed by a connoisseur. The condition of 
every item was in the most immaculate of condition. Pairs of Basle Doves on 
letters, and blocks of the other Cantonals too numerous to mention. Mr. Harold 
Wilson's Bergedorf collection was one of the most unusual in the exhibition. I 
never knew so much philatelic work could be put into this country. Dr. 
O'Connor's Belgium were much admired, as well as the studies of M. Jean Dubois 
on the 1865-1883 issues of the same country. The best collection amongst the 
German States was the Hanover of H. W. Edmunds. There were many fine 
displays here, but condition does make all the difference. Mr. Wedmore showed 
his Prussians and is to be congratulated on securing the top award in a stiffly 
contested class. 

I spent some time studying Mr. J. Wright's Belgian Congo, as it had done 
so well against all the Belgian specialists at Brussels last year. The interest in 
research shown was as~onishing, and I was rather mystified at the decision of the 
jury in this class. I can only assume that Mr. Hagemann's two great collections 
of Danish West Indies, with their superb display in twenty frames, were put 
together for the top award. 

The Newbury collections of Colombia and Brazil were the envy of all inter
ested in South Americans. Mr. Saul Newbury has always had his name coupled 
with these countries, and he displayed some of the best frames at the show. I 
was specially pleased to see a Britisher, Captain Jewell, take the Gold Medal for 
research. His plating of the" Rivadavias" must be the result of a life-time of 
research and study. The" plum" for South American collections was awarded to 
Mr. W. P. Lind for his Guatemala collection. I believe that Mr. Lind is practic
ally alone in his research on this country, and his attempt at the plating of the 
.. lithographs" deserves full praise. 

Dr. Byam richly deserved his award of a gold medal for his Egypt. Here 
was a complete survey of the postal history of the country, commencing with the 
early pre-stamp period, the first stamps with a study of the printing stones, right 
lip to the present day issues. I can assure the owner that his exhibit was much 
appreciated. Every time I passed near there were collectors making notes and 
peering through magnifying glasses. Mr. Agnew showed three frames of China, 
hors concours, but, nevertheless, one could appreciate the beauty and magnificence 
of his unrivalled collection. I should have liked to have seen it in competition 
and bring another Honour Award to Britain. Mr. Newbury was in the class with 
a fine collection of Shanghai. I am beginning to wonder what further surprises 
Mr. Newbury will spring at future exhibitions. Mr. Yardley's Gold Medal 
Kashmir was something out of the ordinary for the Americans, although I did 
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A rare cover from Mr. Saul Newbury's Exhibit. 

see a fine series of Afghanistan shown by Mr. W. S. Boggs, an American speCiabst. 
The Air Post section I believe contained the most competition in the many 

classes, and it is a great pleasure to have three gold medal awards for Great 
Britain- Mrs. Anson McCleverty, Miss W. Penn-Gaskell, Mr. W. Lindsay Everard. 
The two former are the most complete collections of ai~ mail stamps in Great 
Britain, and I do not envy the task of the jury if they should come up against 
one another in the same class. Miss Penn-Gaskell's collection is in a class by 
itself. It illustrates the history of aviation with experimental. historical and 
special flights. Even the Polar expeditions are represented with messages sent 
out from balloons. 

In the small space available I have done my best to give some idea of this 
colossal exhibition, and I must say that I do feel extremely fortunate in having 
the opportunity of seeing this wonderful show, and wish I could say more. 

ENCOURAGING PHILATELY. 
Mr. Charles J. Phillips has just pub

lished a new book, "Stamp Collecting 
- The King of Hobbies and the Hobby 
of Kings," which will have an appeal 
for both collector and non-collector. 

For fifty years Charles J. Phillips has 
been a world figure in philately. 
During his long years of activity he has 
met practically every great collector on 
intimate social terms. He has visited 
their homes and studied their collections. 

He has had an unequalled opportunity 

to participate in the making of philatelic 
history, and added to this he has a 
remarkable memory and the happy 
faculty of sifting out the humorous and 
interesting incidents, which he tells 
simply yet effectively. 

The book covers the entire field of 
philately and includes many interesting 
chapters. 

(Published by H. L. Lindquist, 
100 Sixth Avenue, New York. Price 
$2.50. Obtainable from Frank Godden 
Ltd., at IO / 6d. post free.) 
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AN HISTORICAL DOCUMEN I . 

THE document illustrated on this page is one that will be appreciated by all 
those interested in the poignant story of the Confederate States of America. 
Permission to illustrate this unique relic has been given by Mr. Stanley B. 

Ashbrook who informs us that it is a recent acquisition to the collection of Mr. 
Samuel B. Richy of Cincinnati. 

Jefferson Davis was born in 1808 and became a member of the Senate in 
1847' He held various posts in the Government and was a strong upholder of the 
doctrine of slave rights. He became the President of the Confederate States 

after their secession in 1861 and continued in that office until the end of the war 
in 1865. After the fall of Richmond, the seat of the Confederate Government, 
he was taken prisoner and confined at Fort Monroe. 

Jefferson Davis remained a prisoner for two years, afterwards being set at 
liberty in 1868. He died in 1889. 
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He - 150' 1869 eOV3r to 2ranee -
From cl . F . Oct. 20, 1869 . 

Collection of ILl . Jest . 

The 150' stamp V18.S not on this cover originally. Tl1 c letter VIas 
forvmrded as Ul ')<> id from :jan .2'rancisco on Oct . 20, 1869 and the 
boxed Tl15" shoVTs-it vras a single r~te unpaid . The black N. Y. 
Foreign ..:;xchango marking is a debit marking , meaning ;Jhat out of 
the sura .Ll'ranco was to collect on the let tor , the U. S. P . 0 . 'Nas 
onti tIed to 120' . This much of a debit out of l5¢ duo sho'v'ls that 
only 3¢ was left to l!'rance which was the sum due t1:le French P.O . 
f~r domestic service . The U. S . P . O. vms entitled to l2¢ because 
this lettor 'vms carried to a French port in an American ship , thus 
the U. S . was entitled to all of the l5¢ rate with the exception 
of the 30' for the 7rench domestic . That the service was thus per
formed is proved by the 7rench receiving h~ndstamp which reads , 
!lEt - Unis - 3ar - Am. - Havre , TT meaning literally, from the U. S . 
by American Packet direct to Havre . 

rrhe large H8" is the Frencl )Ostaj8 due marking of "8" deci'"leS or 
8 X 1.90 cents or a trifle ovp r-150' the single rate . This "8" 
proves that the letter arrived at Havre with no postage paid . ':Llhe 
gancelation on tho stamp is genuine but the part of t'lis cancela
tion on the cover is fraudulent , beyond any question of a doubt . 

Scrap book ,/4 - Page 47 -
• Photo - Negative ,,=17 . 

115'60 

Nol-



PHONE PLAZA 3-6077 

Stanley B. Ashbrook, Esq. 
434 S. Grand Ave. 
Ft. Thomas, Ky. 

Dear Mr. Ashbrook: 

Y. SOUREN CO. 
POSTAGE STAMPS FOR COLLECTORS 

394 PARK AVENUE 
BET. BSRD AND !14TH STS . 

NEW YORK. N_ Y. 

June 3, 1940 

Your letter of May 31st is at hand. Many thanks for the pictures of the 
3¢ Perf. l~. 

e are enclosing our own pictures, including an infra-red photograph. There 
is no doubt that the stamp and cover are authentic, as we have checked 
cancellation, ink, perforation, etc., most critically. 

In regard to your comment on my- not taking the "Stamp Specialist", once I 
wrote that I am a man of principle. The comments I am making are not to 
burt your feelings but to make clear my position in the matter. I will not 
take in my hands nor give my money to be used by Hitler if he issues any 
publication, for I know that the money will be used harmfully. It is the 
same with Lindquist's publications. I will not spend any money for them 
because I feel that it may be used to the disadvantage of philately. 

My stand against Mr. Lindquist is purely as a publisher. I have no quarrel 
with him personally nor have I a quarrel with anyone, but as a publisher 
I cannot consider that he acts for the best interests of philately. I am 
firmly convinced the influence he exerts is more harmful than helpful. 

These are my principles, and I am not prejudiced. Don't feel that I am 
like a leaf which the wind may blow in any direction. 

I do not have a quarrel with anyone. If I should have a disagreement oil 
personal grounds. I certainly would not make an issue of it. My ob~ection 
to Mr. Lindquist is as a publisher, and I feel, without prejudice, that his 
publications are continuously working an injury to philately. 

In regard to the 3¢ 1861, when I wrote an article praising your work as a 
student and to which you toOk exception, I expressed an open admiration 
for what you had accomplished in the l¢ 1851. ! know the years of labor 
you have had to put in before such a book could be written. Every point 
which you haVe proven in there can be backed through eyesight. Plate 
reconstruction is a matter in which the eye will demonstrate facts, and 
there can be no controversy on that point. However, when you touch on such 
a question as color and advance an opinion, basing the opinion on your 
eyesight and the Ridgeway scale and while I honor you your right to an 
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Y. SOUREN CO. 
POSTAGE STAMPS FOR COLLECTORS 

394 PARK AVENUE 
BET. !53RD AND !54TH STS. 

NEW YORK. N. Y. 

S. 13. Ashbrook - 2 - aune 3, 1940 

opinion as much as anyone elsets. I cannot have any respect for an opinion 
based solely on eyesight, whether mine, yours, or anyone else's. 

You make the claim that if such an issue were in court, your views would be 
vindicated and your claims accepted. It reminds me of a certain Parisian 
doctor who had been sentenced to jail for 18 years by the highest court in 
France. After he had been in prison for 9 years, the world realized his 
accomplishments and all medicine has accepted his principles on obstetrical 
surgery. Those who had acquired the esteem of the public of his time fought 
strongly against the acceptance of his teachings, just as many in the world 
today fight against any advance, whether based on science or whether from 
pure research. 

This is an advancing world. If we are to keep apace with it, we must adjust 
ourselves to changing conditions. What has gone in the past is a basis, yes, 
but the past is a stepping-stone to the future. If you take the stand that 
the past tells all, I can do no more than repeat that I do not think that 
you have the proper conception of the 3¢ 1861 pink and that you do not know 
how properly to distinguish the inks. Unless you are willing to equip 
yourself with such apparatus which will enable you to determine actual facts 
for yourself, you need not feel insulted if I disagree with you. 

SY:bp 
Enc. 

Respectfully yours, 

Y. SOUREN CO. 
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AMERICAN PHILATELIC SOCIETY 
COLLECTORS CLUB 

EZRA D. COLE 

NYACK, N. Y. 

Ju 1v ... A, :'9(..) 

.r . o...It niey w . sl:brook 
z~_ ~ . uPand wenue 
Fort ... :.om s, - entucKy 

D ar J-r,an: 

H""re c:..ro;.. the fOlAr covers that I h ve bEvn 
ar r lALl atvut wit:: iltseo . here':'s a. very 
lont s vory th t ~oe;;3 wi t:~ them ana I coulu not 
")osslbly wLte it In four lettor3 . Ho\.ev-Jr , 

Telephone Nyack 964 

later on .L :;Ii1l send you tt~ l:11tire corres on.lence 
~n_ YIU can ·0 ov Jr It for yourself • 

• ~1e re dOL I am n.)v senuIll, t.1S i.=:; "Chat I 
v .)Ull..l 1 i ke yo L< to chec. th .... s'" co vcrs over by 
y ur ...... .Lf nL< lake; u.p Yvur YlLl ... wtat yuu th~L.{ 
c..b )ut the .. wi h):....t FhlY Ll:':uence on a.lY>ne'...; )ar1- . 

1,f'l.Je "'I.ueroJ ' .... u tr t · .... h1., 1S not ar. a ...... e Pit to 
;ot y::>u o",t on fl. 1il7lt or nythlrl of the sort 
for U.1L. .. SS you say 30 , v,i:.l .1eVl!r quote you or 
\/111 the in1'ormatlon et v'lt of thIS office • 

... 'he~e f':>.J.1' COV ,oJ came :'ron four u1ffvrent 
dourcc ' . une was fuunu a year anll a h:::l1' a ~o in 
Callfor.1:n . Une \'as !'uund tl:llS o...Iprin . vr1e of 
tl-:vse Cfl .. 1e from th~ ar. er Lyon collection and 
th-3 fOu.rth CUvtr ' s ::1story 1S :'ost 1n ant1 cIUi ty , 
in other Hords , it 1'1 S b en in a collection for 
t\e.lty or thlrty y ars . I 'oul.) 11 e wher. ~ou 
write l7Ie t) ~lve a ~U~3~ qS to what yo~ thInK 
&b )ut the Ink of the 11 ttle ht:-.l ..10 1 and I vvould 
also like to have you. akc a ")h)to 'raDh of these 
four cov.]rs at my e. Dellse and v,ould li~{e cODi es 
of them . 

~incere17 your:, 

C : •• 
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CABLE ADDRESS 

" KLE I NS'TAMP " 

T ELEPHONE 

" PENYPAKR 0770" 

EUGENE KLEIN 
RARE POSTAGE STAMPS 

200 SO U TH 13TH STREET 

PHILADELPHIA . PA. 

M E MBER OF THE ..JURIES OF THE CHICAGO 1911 , 

NEW YORK 1913 , WIEN 1923 AND MONTREAL 1925 

P A R IS 1937 

.. 

PHILATELIC EXHIBITIONS 

.. r . Stanle.}' ...,. Ashorook 
4.34 Grand Avenue 
1<'0 rt T: ... o ::1& s 
Kt;l1 tuc),;:} 

Dear Stan : 

Decenoer 2 , 1040 

Ju st came llome fro!'" t 18 Conlref'S and r'Ol'nL YO'-.lr 
letter of 1.OYB:'1Oer 201,1. a"ai tlnL' ne . I cnnnot 
eX}llc?_in t1.e 10'" .l.)rices for t1.e Frazer covers. I 
was not C',t t1e 811.1e, out': "J!ls tole th'l.t the 
attendEl1ce PDS poor and ~.Jrices 10\' . 

. :y office sent .lou 0~ot: pr catFl.IOL.;·ue of tLe Decen.oer 
12tn auction . Lot 154 - fortunately t~e entire cover 
is uere and it is aated IISan Fro.ncisco, Dec . t , Ib54 '1 • 

Your surmi 8e , tl1erefore, is corre ct. '1'1.e cover 1 s 
,11uc.L finer trin the 111us0rEtion \'Joul(; inClicate. 'l'he 
olue OV.::l.l ir exceptionally ~lell i;1pressec . I l.ope you 
\111 ceciue to send me a oid on it . 

1. ... o.ny tlw.nks for tIle G-ULlJ.I£l, J.!..hA photo[j'raph for my recoros. 
I previously obtained a photo~raph and included it in my 
supplementary list , ,;,rr-... ich "'ill -'Je r"ublieI.ea somet i l:1e in 
tne / not too distant , future . 

vi ClC }- n.i ver i..Ril - ,fnt;el inb and Parkersburt; 11ail is 
correct . I enclose nerewi th tl:ree covers, Vlllicb Kindly 
return after you are tilrouf11 '.'i tll tLen : 

1 - lL51, 3c on covt:'r ti6(1 'O J "H~.I£LI1,LT 6.. 1-ArtK . 
R1V& .... .AIL 1<''&'.0. ::"6 , olue circle 

2 - I bol , 3c on cover tied oy Ii &. P .H.IVn:B. •. .AIL 
in Ft circle 

3 - a st?upless cover dated 1~o3 from -altimore , 
en6.orsed liLtra ti s r!i t1 VI & 1- hi ver Lail II 
adaressea li~p tDe prLvious letter to Geor~e 
E. Leonard, l~ewton Centre, i.ass . 

I also ViSll to point out to you corner card lo . 106 in 
,va ten!ay Packet~narY s oook, v,1:..1 cx-: 'iill [;i ve JOU furtlier 
information . 

With k indest relards . 

.r:;K : 1<'L enc . 

~r8 ~ ~ __ 

,,~~ 
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r . gena Klein, 
212 r· . 13th St ., 
Phil delphia , n . 

I y de1ir Gene: 

43~ South Grand Ave., 
Fort Thomas , • 

D c. 6, 1 _0 

e covers 
Theeling & 

At tr.i~ p riOCi, Octob r 1853, tho B. & o. • P.. as in op ration to 
ih el1ngl' buv surely lottol n .iled c. oodstoek and address d to 

M ssachusetts "ould not avo be n t clear to Th e ine, 2'30 :miles 
';"ost . Besides Parlr er<"bl'1"'g is 6 i.J es by 1'i v r" belo i[ wheeling . 

Tile notation tara.t l.tb. P i"l~ r·· 1. I is in peno'1.1 no. 
is not in the ""arne handwr1tin ar th addross . h t do you .. np os 
the "G'Y'ati II meant, l:'erha.ps t 1 pencil notation 1s a fake, nnd no 
doubt I a. co 'reot solution. If 0 then th re 1s no oon'1 etlon 
b t oen this stampless 1te.a~ and. t 6~ 1851 cov r, and. in 1 pro
babil ty the 8: P Riv r Yail . c.tually me nt he ling P rl!': rsbur 
Rivor .ail . 

There was a Ste boat ROute in 1850, 11 ted as , 
Route 269~ - ihoel1ng to arkcr burg - 96 mile T 0 t1 e 



#2 . 

r . Eugene Klein, Dee. 8, 19 o. 
no ~uch a eteanboat route if' listed f or 1849. 

In 1851 and 1852 , it is listed ....... .-,;..;...;.;;.;;..;.._ 
96 miles - Thr e times a. "eok. 

- iheel1ng to Parkersburg -

I id not 
boc U'" of 

r 11l ppr ci to y our co 

~. 

t d d ' t p Y ch ' tt 

c, ... ",l". • 

16, 300 . 
11 agen 

1 . I I m reI 
51 may hav 

on to them 

an ~nf'o m t10n on th 
ight like to have t i 

nts on th ve remark • 

1th b t r g r s , 

Cor 1a_1 yo s , 
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Dear Edgar: 

434 Sou~h Grand Ave ., 
Fort Thomas, Ky. 

Feb . 7, 1943 . 

As you v,'ill recall , all the l2¢' bisects from San Francisco 
seem to have been used on the following dates of 1853: 

Aug . 1 - Aug . 16 - Sep. 1 - Sep. 16 - Oc • 1. 

Here are five consecutive mails . I have never found a use on 
July 16 or Oct . 16 . Why do you suppose so many of these weI'e 
used at that particular time? Surely the P. O. could not have 
been short of 3rt for two long months . You will 1)eC 11 that 
stamped envelopes were first issued in July 1853 . Do you 
suppose that the S.F . P. O. anticipated big demand for the 6~ 
envelopes and didn't order a large enough supply of 3~ adhesives? 
Second, perhapa delay in the delivery of envelopes caused the 

. F. to run ntirely out of S¢' dhesives? This i~ all pure 
speculation, th- main point being this . Do you not think that 
there may be some connection between the shortage(?) of 3¢' 
stamps and a delayed(?) delivery of 6~ stamped envelopes at the 
S . li' . office,? 

Ce...1'l you get someone to seareh the files of' the Alta starting say 
June 1st, 1853 up to say Dec . 1 , 1853 and copy any reference to 
(1) stamps - 2) Bisected 12¢ stamps - (3) Stamped envelopes~ 

A friend has just . ent me photost ts of three 12¢' bisects, all 
from same person to the same address in Philadelphia. Here are 
the dates: 

Aug . 1 ) 
Sap. 1 ) 1853 
Sep. 16 ) 

Evidently there ,~a.s a fourth letter of Aug . 16 . Letters of 16th 
Aug . and Sep. 1 got thru 1111 O. K. b t the Sep. 16 as an "encir
cled 10" of the Ne\v York p . O. Now why did the N. Y. Office re
rate this? I suppose all mail was sent in bulk from ~ . F . and not 
sorted until it got to N.Y., hence N.Y. stamped this letter of 
Sep. 16 as lO¢ due at Philadelphia, refusing to recognize the 
bisect . 

Now here is my theory. Evidently an awful lot of mail was sent 
thru on Atlg . 1 and Aug . 16 with 12¢ bisects and New York asked 
the p . ~.8 . G. f.or f1 ruling. The P. T~ . G . ruled that "bisectsfl were 
not to be recognized, hence when the Sep. 16 mail came in Ne . York 
treated all the ~ette s with 12¢ bisect as unpaid . This rulin 
also affec ed the Via Nicaragua mail . 

I base thG abovo theory on Post 
James Camp 011 P. M. G. and dated 
lssu~~ce of stamped envelopes . 
befrmd roe . 

Of~ice ciroular #25 signed by 
ov . 10, 1853. announcing the 

photograph of this Circular is 



, 
#2 . Mr . Edgar B. Jessup , Feb . 7, 1943. 

Regarding bisects , bere is v hat the P. M. G. ordered. Referring 
to stamped envelopes he stated: 

"If the stamp be cut out of, or separated from the envelope 
on which it was made, the legal value of both is destroyed; 
• 1ther does the law authorize the use of parts of postage 
stamps in prepayment ot" postage . " 

Will you please discuss these points with Tracy? 

~le ~esearch Group vill pay the cost of the Alta work. ~ill 
you have the search made for me? 

Yours etc., 

... 
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A VISIT TO THE CENTENARY EXHIBITION. 
By F. AMBROSE GODDEN. 

AT eleven o'clock on the morning of May 6th, Her Royal Highness, The 
Duchess of Gloucester, declared the London Stamp Centenary Exhibition 
open. Her Royal Highness was introduced by the Postmaster-General (The 

Right Honourable W. S. Morrison), and the opening ceremony was performed 
when the Duchess operated a switch which disclosed to view the principal exhibits 
from the Royal Collection. The Lord Mayor of London (Sir William Coxon) also 
spoke on behalf of the Red Cross and St. John Fund. The receipts from the 
exhibition were donated to this most deserving cause. 

As soon as the opening ceremony was over, everyone made for the exhibits 
loaned from the Royal Collection. There were six large glass cases, and it was 
here that we had the first opportunity of seeing the historic story of how the first 
stamps came to be made. The pages with designs submitted in the Treasury 
competition were most exceptional. Notable examples were the Chalmers, Sievier 
and Whiting essays. 

The Royal display of proofs and essays for the Penny Black demonstrated the 
story of the production of the first design with the background which was 
rejected. It also showed how the Queen's head was arranged with a second back
ground and approved. There were some fine pieces amongst the line-engraved 
stamps shown, including mint blocks in various shades of the 2d. blue 1840' 
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The rare twopence T yrian plum stamp of King Edward VII was shown both 
mint and on cover. The later is the only known copy used. and is dated May 5th. 
1910. The new twopenny stamp was \0 have been issued on May 6th. but was 
withdrawn as the King died on that day. 

Visitors to the exhibition took a keen interest in the British Post Office 
exhibit, which had been spec ially prepared for the occasion. Some outstanding 
items were as follows:-

The original dies of the Penny Black and Twopenny Blue. These were in a 
special case protected by means of .. unbreakable" glass. 

Mulready design of 1840' A proof of the front design only. but with no 
value inscription. Signed by Rowland Hill. 

Mulready envelope. Proof of the whole envelope. with value inserted. Lines 
drawn in ink to show full opened size of -envelope. 

Registered impression of the Mulready taken for the Commissioners of Stamps 
and Taxes. dated 27 April. 1840' This is printed on a large sheet of the silk
threaded paper used for the Mulready envelopes. and the particulars of the im
pression written round in M.S. 

Id. red 1841. An almost complete sheet. including the rare error B omitted 
on stamp BA. Plate 77. 

Ninety-one penny red. imprimatur, from Plate 12 in 1841 to Plate 102 in 
1850. All are on blued paper. and many of them bear portions of the particulars 
of the plate. etc.. which had been written on the back of the sheet. 

9d. straw 1862. An imperforate sheet of the rare issue with" hair lines." 
10d. red-brown 1867. An imperforate sheet from the extremely rare plate one. 
The King Edward issues. many singles and pairs of the halfpenny. Two 

unusual-looking blocks of twelve. one corner of twelve showing two blocks of six 
tete-beche. The other. a ccrner block of ten showing two blanks filled in with 
crosses, and the two blocks of five tete-bee he. 

The Georgian issues commence with a fine series of the various types of the 
y, d. and Id. of 1911 to 1913. These are followed with a display of the first 
1 y, d. type with tete-beche pairs. a corner block of twelve made up of two blocks 
of six tete-bee he, and another block of eight with four blanks. and the two blocks 
of four tete-beche (see illustration). 

The Royal Philatelic Society's exhibit was extremely interesting. and I wish 
the Committee had not been so modest in only showing such a small part of their 
collection. This was the first time that the ordinary collector was able to see 
portions of the Society's purchase of the stamp printing records of Perkins. Bacon 
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& Co. An original book of their record of dies, made up of proofs, was displayed 
open at one page. This was in a glass case, and I am sure that everyone felt a 
most desperate desire to see other pages in this remarkable volume. 

In another showcase the Royal Philatelic Society demonstrated the actual 
process used for producing the old line-engraved stamps. Original dies, rollers and 
plates were to be seen, all of which had been used in the making of early issues 
of various countries. These included Mauritius, Newfoundland, South Australia, 
India, Prince Edward Island, Turkey, etc. 

The exhibition of British stamps and proofs was principally contributed by 
Mr. J. B. Seymour and Mr. H. C. V. Adams. These two collectors have most 
remarkable collections of British stamps, and this selection from the two made 
the finest series that has ever been seen at one time. 

The following are a few of the" record" items: -
Penny Black. Corner block of nine from plate eleven showing the B.C. re-entry. 
Penny Black. Large block of thirty-three from plate two, showing AD re-entry 

and DD double letters. 
Penny Black. The only known used blocks of four and six of plate eleven. 
Penny Black. Used block of ten, plate two. 
Penny Black. The largest known used block, twenty from plate three. 
Twopenny Blue. Pair used on Mulready dated May 6th, 1840 (see illustration). 
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1.1 - 1876. One of the two known copies of the 1/ - stamp, plate fourteen In 

used condition. 
All issues were shown, and examples of every British stamp included. There 

was a fine section devoted to .. Used Abroads." The South American Post Offices 
were prominent with many rarities such as:-

Valparaiso: C 30. Iod. plus 8d., plus I Y, d. (This example of the 8d. yellow 
is believed to be unique, and it is therefore the greatest rarity of all British Used 
Abroads.) Pair of IOd. brown and single 2S. blue. Colombia, Colon: E 38. Pair 
of 6d. grey plus gd. bistre. (The gd. bistre used at Colon on cover is believed to be 
unique, and covers from Colon are exceptionally rare). Colombia, Panama: C 35. 
Pair 2d. red, S.G. 168. (Believed to be unique on cover.) Salvador, combination 
cover, via Panama: C 35. Registered. Many Great Britain stamps and a strip of 
six Salvador 4 reales S.G. 10. (Unique cover). Dominican Republic, Santo 
Domingo: C 87' Combination cover with sixteen copies of Great Britain I y, d. 
and Dominican I real. (Not unique, but very nearly.) Dominican Republic, Porto 
Plata: C 86. Pair 2d. blue. Porto Rico, Ponce: F 88. Id. red, circular rate. 
(Believed unique.) Porto Rico, Arroyo: F 83. IS. green. (Believed to be the only 
cever in existence from F 83.) 

The British Empire display was very fine, but I did not think it was as good 
as the King George V Silver Jubilee Exhibition. Canada, Cape of Good Hope, 
Nevis, St. Vincent, Trinidad, Turks Islands, Virgin Islands and Western Australia 
were aU very fine. 
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In the 185 I series of Canada, there was a strip of four of the 7 1> d. value 
and a block of four of the IOd. (see illustration). Two other rare items were a 
pair of the sixpence, perf. 12, on cover, and two used blocks of nine of the ~/; d. 
rose Imperforate. 

The chief feature of the Triangular Capes was the superb condition. The 
succession of used blocks all in magnificent condition almost gave the impression 
that they must be easy to obtain. Amongst the Ceylon I noticed a used pair of 
the 2 / - blue imperforate of 1857. I believe that only four pairs are known to exist. 

A selection from the collection of King George VI was shown in two frames. 
The exhibit consisted of artists' drawings for many of the recent Colonial stamp 
designs, proofs of designs prepared for recess and photogravure printing and several 
covers of historic interest. 

The Foreign section was excellent, and many of the countries were repre
sented with frames of very considerable value, notable amongst these were, 
Argentine, Belgium, China, Greece. Tuscany. Japan, Mexico. Roumania. Switzer
land. United States and Confederate States. 

On the first page of Brazil ttere was an original die proof of a five milreis 
note. produced by Perkins. Bacon & Co. in 1842. This note is believed to have 
suggested the design for the first issue of .. Bulls Eye" stamps. I liked the blocks 
of the second issue. particularly of the 180. 300 and 600 reis which are excessively 
rare in blocks. 

A very fine exhib:t had been prepared for Chinese stamps. Original sketches 
for the first issue by H. B. Morse in colours and in black and white showed 
suggested themes for the central design. 

Other rare items included the following: --
Sets of die proofs of unadopted and approved designs. 
1878. sheet of twenty-five of 5 cands. in an unrecorded bistre shade. 
Five most attractive covers of the 1882 issue. 
Mint blocks of the Shanghai lithos without surcharge. 
I must mention the display of Tuscany as the exhibit loaned to represent 

these stamps was one of the outstanding series in the exhibition. Here IS a country 
generally recognised as being very difficult to secure in fine condition. The pages 
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Original sketches for the central designs of stamps (not adopted). 

shown were of the most exceptional quality, the superb condition of the rarities 
need to be seen to be believed. The famous 3 lire was shown with copies 
used and unused. 

Sir Nicholas Waterhouse made up a very fine display from his collection of 
United States. Considerable interest was given to these frames as I found it 
necessary to wait quite a time before I could get near them. In view of our 
many American readers, I have taken extra details of this fine display. 
Here are some of the best items shown: -

J845, New York. A record pair with sheet margin, used on cover to Canada 
from Philadelphia. The town postmark is in blue (see illustration). 

1847' A vertical strip of the JO cents in mint state. 
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patriotic cover with 5 cents" mustard." 
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1847' Two covers each bearing 5e. and IOe. stamps tied with Railroad can
cellations. 

185!. The I cent stamp in the rare Types I, ra, Ib and re. The Type I 

(7 RIE) in a mint strip of three. 
185!. 3 cents orange-brown in large mint blocks with side margins and 

inscriptions. 
l857. 10 cents. A vertical strip of thre~ Qn <;over showing all the three 

types of re-cuts. 



May, 1940. GODDEN'S GAZETTE 123 

186 J. Pren'liiere Gravures. The 5C., roc., 24C. and 30C., including a mint 
block of four of the roc. 

1861 (September). Two covers one with a single and the other a pair of 
the 90 cents. 

An unusual exhibit was the series of Confederate States frames contributed 
by Mr. Chester Beatty. In two frames the principal events of the American Civil 
War were iliustrated by means of stamps, covers and documents. This group 
contained many first-class rarities. The Postmasters' provisionals included, Baton 
Rouge. Knoxville, Macon, Mobile, New Orleans and Uniontown with several on 
covers. I am illustrating one of rhe finest pieces shown. This is a superb copy 

::t. 

of the 10 cents with frame lines on cover. I believe that this copy is the finest 
example of this rarity in existence. 

Other exceptional items included Patriotic covers, Prisoner of War covers, 
Wallpaper covers, and a cover used on the famous Burnside Expedition, which was 
sent to the relief of Knoxville in September 1863. Several" splits" on wallpaper 
and account book paper covers illustrated the shortage of both stamps and paper. 

One exhibit of unusual postmarks on classic issues of the world aroused my 
particular interest. 

Each postmark was complete, so that in many cases a pair, strip, block or 
piece of original were needed to show many of the large types in complete form. 

There were several Diligencia types of Mexican postmarks. One I remember 
h;1d a pair of stamps cancelled with a postmark showing horses and coach in the 
centre. A sixpenny Perkins Bacon Cape triangular was on large piece with the 
town cancellation of Piquetberg in red. 

The Austriiln~ wef(~ ~)(ceptional, as nearly all the fancy types were represented. 

.. 
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I liked two pieces from Perchtoldsdorf and T uzersdorf with specially designed 
frames and scrolls to include the dates. I was interested to see the two types of 
Warsaw town postmarks on the No. I stamp of Poland. These were in red and 
one was on cover. 

Other sections of philatelic interest were Airmails, Postal History, Soldiers 
and Sailors Letters, and examples of modern stamp production. 

Taking into consideration the many difficulties and the short time available, 
I feel that the committee responsible made a splendid effort. The choice of 
Lancaster House was admirable, as its style and furnishings gave an atmosphere of 
the period when the Penny Black was issued. Well done. 

AT THE INTERNATIONAL PHILATELIC UNION. 

THE fourth meeting of the session was held at the Essex Hall, Essex Street, 
Strand, on Wednesday, May 22nd, with Mr. J. B. Seymour in the Chair. 

In view of the Centenary celebrations, Mr. Seymour opened the evening's 
display with a selection of unusual pages from his collection of Great Britain. 

Mr. Seymour commenced with some die and plate proofs of the line-engraved 
series. The particular group shown were from a small Official lot which had only 
come to light two or three years ago. They were on the Star watermarked paper, 
and many of them were overprinted by means of a handstamp with the word 
SPECIMEN. 

The next page contained examples from the proof sheets prepared for the 
Paris Exhibition in March, 1867. Four sheets were printed on white card as 
follows. One Penny Plate 103 in black and in red, Twopence Plate 9 in black 
and in blue. 

Two covers were next, showing the early use of the town cancellations in 
the year 1842. These were both from West Country towns where it appears that 
it was the practice to use these postmarks instead of the Maltese Cross. 

Mr. Seymour's commentary on the page of the Prince Consort Essays of 1851 
was most mteresting. These essays were prepared by Henry Archer and sub-



May, 1940. GODDEN'S GAZETTE 

Covers from the Channel Islands with French Postmarks , 
Granville, St. Malo and Le Harve. 

12') 
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mitted as samples in an endeavour to secure the contract for printing the British 
stamps. The price quoted for printing, gumming and perforating was 4 1 ~ d. per 
1,000 stamps. There was trou.ble over the use of the Prince Consort's portrait 
on these essays, and no contract was obtained. The Government benefited by 
the proposal as Perkin's, Bacon &. Co. were obliged to reduce their price to 5d. 
per 1,000. One of Henry Archer's essays was perforated and is unusual in this 
state. The page showed specimens in black, pale brown and red. 

During the years 1851 to 1853, several experiments were made in the use of 
perforating and rouletting machines. Mr. Seymour showed covers with the Penny 
Red as follows. Archer perforation used in 1851 from the House of Commons. 
Two covers with the Treasury roulette used in 1853. 

A remarkable page displayed specimens of the" Penny Blacks" and .. Penny 
Reds" in used condition, complete with corner margins showing the plate numbers. 
(A copy of the Penny red from Plate 163 is illustrated.) 

By way of variation a die proof of a proposed design for the 2;h d. value of 
King Edward VII was shown next. It was somewhat similar to the accepted 
design. but had the value in each of the lower corners. The issued stamp had 
the value in the centre below the portrait. A rare die proof of the issued stamp 
was on the same page for comparison. 

Next came two remarkable mint marginal blocks of twelve of the ." Penny 
Red" imperforate from Plate No. 34. 

Much attention was given to several covers showing British stamps with 
French postmarks of St. Malo. Granville and Le Harve. The steamers of the 
London and South Western Railway Company sailed from St. Helier to St. Malo 
and to Granville on alternate week-days, and carried the regular mails between 
the Channel Islands and France. They also carried a movable letter-box in which 
stamped letters, which had not passed through the Jersey Post Office. could be 
posted on the quay at St. Helier. The contents were transferred to the French 
Post Office on arrival at the French port. The stamps were then cancelled with 
the normal French numeral postmark. 

The cancellations are in two types and are as follows: -

St. Malo 3 r 76 small figures 3734 large figures. 
Granville 1441 1706 
Le Harve 1495 1769 

These postmarks are most unusual, and the Le Harve cancellations are very rare . 

Amongst a selection of British stamps used abroad were examples from Porto 
Prince in Hayti with the postmark E. 53. A remarkable cover from Payta in 
Peru contained nineteen "Penny Reds" and one fourpenny stamp for a rate of 
1/ 11. The letter came to London via Panama, and was then sent to Norway via 
Denmark. 

The scarce blue papers of 1883 included two superb used pairs of the half 
crown and ten shilling values. Mr. Seymour remarked that both pieces were 
exceptional. 
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A curiosity was a used pair of twopenny Mulready covers used with a pair 
of "Twopenny Blues" 1840 to make up an eightpenny rate. 

A series of essays for stamps of King Edward VI! were prepared by inserting 
a portrait of the King in the frames used for the Queen Victoria Jubilee series. 
(T wo types are illustrated). The head was lithographed. and four types were 
produced for each value. None of the designs were adopted. 

One page had beea specially prepared to illustrate how the background of 
the Penny Black was also used for other stamps printed by Perkins, Bacon & Co. 
These were the 6d. Victoria, Queen on Throne, St. Vincent 5 / -, the triangular 
Capes and the line-engraved King George V issue for New Zealand. 

Mr. Seymour ended his display with a series of proofs made during various 
stages in the preparation of the designs for the 2 / 6, 5 / - and 10 / - stamps, King 
George V issue of 1913. 

Mr. Turner brought along some pages from his collection of British Railway 
Letter stamps. Some especially interesting items were as follows. 

1891, East London Railway. A complete series showing the stamps used 
from every station. As this line was only 5Y4 miles long, there could not have 
been many stamps used. 

1907, London and North Western Railway. An Express Letter which is a 
most unusual item to find. 

North Eastern Railway. A strip of three of the surcharged threepenny value 
again surcharged fourpence when the rates increased later. The fact that these 
stamps remained unused through two increases in rates shows how little they 
were used. 

Hull and Barnsley Railway. A cover used in conjunction with a pair of the 
first George V Post Office stamps. A complete unused booklet of twenty stamps, 
and a copy of the twopenny stamp surcharged 4 in manuscript. 

Mr. Osward Marsh delighted members with a complete display of the rare 
HOLlse of Commons and House of Lords envelopes. 

At first a joint issue was made on 16th [anuary, 1840, with er.velopes inscribed 
.. Houses of Parliament." In February, 1840. separate issues were made for the 
Commons and the Lords. The former are printed in black, and the latter in red. 

The unused specimen of the House of Commons envelope shown is believed 
Lo be the only one in existence. 

An unusual item shown by Mr. Marsh was a cover stamped with the can-
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cellation LONDON AND HOLYHEAD R.P.O. IRISH MAIL NIGHT, and dated 
August 10th, 1864. The stamp on the cover was cancelled w ith two small crosses. 

The Honorary Secretary then showed some miscellaneous pages of Argentine, 
Spain, Russian Levant, Luxemburg, Western AustralIa and Great Britain. 

The two British covers were shown by courtesy of Mr. Wallace Cowan, J.P., 
and were two of four exceptional pages which obtained for him the Silver Cup 
presented by the Scottish Philatelic Society in 1938. 

The first is one of the two known combinations of a Mulready and Penny Black 
used on May 6th, 1840, the first day of issue. The penny Mulready and the 
penny make up a twopenny rate, which is further exemplified by an attractive 
Southampton Twopenny Post cancellation. 

The second piece is a penny Mulready used to Malta with a strip of four 
and single" Penny Blacks," and three fine copies of the .. Twopenny Blues " 
ma'king the 1/ - rate. The letter was sent from Bristol, and is dated on reverse 
9th January, 1841. 

The three pages of Western Australia were showed by the courtesy of 
Mr. R. P. Nelson. The first comprised three die proofs of essays submitted for 
new stamps. Although most attractive, the designs were not adopted. A fourth 
proof of similar style is lithographed and is probably a plate proof. This specimen 
is on thin gummed paper, whereas the die proofs are on India paper mounted 
on card. 

The second page displayed a remarkable cover of 1857, with a strip of three 
of the twopence black on red, and a single copy of the sixpence black-bronze. 
The whole piece is in very fine condition, particularly for these difficult stamps. 
The strip showed how poorly the stamps were printed, parts of the design were 
omitted and the inscription on one of the stamps is completely gone. The letter 
was sent to England and has the can~ellation MISSENT TO MANCHESTER. 

The third page comprised a mint and a used copy of the rare twopence mauve 
stamp of 1879. This is an error of colour, as it should have been printed in yellow 
instead of mauve, which is the shade for the sixpenny stamp. The colour of these 
stamps is very delicate, and to find them in such fresh condition makes them all 
the more unusual. 

A hearty vote of thanks was proposed by Mr. W. P. Lind, which was seconded 
by Mr. R. V. Johnson. The motion was carried by everyone, and an enjoyable 
evening came to its close. 

F. AMBROSE GODDEN, Han. Secretary and Treasurer. 

IIO-II I, Strand, London, W.C.2. 
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I , 1'1I"'E 1" /~I'£t 

IN EIGHTEEN HUNDRED AND FORTY. 

In eighteen hundred and forty, 
When I was a very small boy, 

A dear little chap on my mother's lap, 
Penny blacks were my infant joy. 

How well I remember my father 
That Wednesday, the sixth day of May, 

Say .. Billy, my son, the hobby's begun, 
Here's a game we shall both want to play." 

So I started a childish collection. 
It is strange what a bright child can do

I'd a babyish knack of plating the black 
And shading the two-penny blue. 

My hero- the village postmaster; 
His counter-my heaven out of reach. 

Age cannot recapture his primitive rapture: 
.. What a stamp--what a Queen- what a peach !" 

First day covers? My albums were bursting! 
Mint corner blocks? Plate after plate! 

Folk heard of and sought me and frequently brought me 
Rare postmarks or errors of date . 

.. My waste paper basket," laughed uncle • 
.. Is there, full of letters, for you." 

.. I believe I've a dozen." blushed my pretty cousin, 
Her bright eyes all two-penny blue. 
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Such happiness mine for the taking, 
No wonder it went to my head. 

I even was given a block of plate eleven 
In black and the next day in red. 

turned to my father in fury, 
And father was troubled. I knew-

.. Black to red is just hell, but they've added as well 
White lines to the two-penny blue." 

Was ever a child so disgusted? 
And the furious things that I said 

Made mother quite ill as I cursed Rowland Hill 
From the depths of my feverish bed. 

Dad told me of fugitive colours, 
That Authority always knows best, 

That issues would flow in a torrent, and so 
He patted his baby to rest. 

rallied- and went on collecting. 
And, now I'm a hundred and three, 

I've but one regret that with new issues yet 
More will come than I ever shall see. 

An old man's advice?-Well, start early, 
Collect them all just as they come. 

Get born in good time. live into your prime, 
And you'll make philately hum. 

.-

A.G.C. 
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ELEGANCE without OSTENTATION 

THE 

F.G. 

WARWICK 

THE F.G. WARWICK 
The Warwick has been designed to give the medium coll ector an album conceived in the 
same general good taste, with the same first-class workmanship as the .. D e L uxe" and 
.. Popular" Editions, but at a lower cost. It has been acclai med by a large nu mber of 
philatelists as offering the acme of service with durab ili ty in the constan t handling of a collec
tion . 'in the making." 
SEVENTY-FIVE LEAVES, size BYe x IO!4 ins., doubly hinged , quadrille rul ed and 
centred in faint grey. Standard "(-- .C." bolt and slide attachment. Binding in first-class 
Rexine in dark blue. 

MODERA TE COST 
No. 66 . Album with JAP T ISSUE backed leaves 

o. 67 . Album with GLASSINE protected leaves 
No. 6B. Album with unprotected leaves 

CHEAPER EDITIONS WITH THE SAME SIZE LEAVES 
No. 55. F.G. Burleigh alhum with 75 leaves .. 
No. 44. F.G. Graduate alLum with 75 leaves 

). 44a. F.G. Graduale alhum with 75 leaves and interleaves 
o. 45. F.G. Graduate JET album with 75 leaves ... 

25 /-
25 /-
22 '6 

15/6 
8 / 6 
10, -

10 / 6 

SEE THE F.G. A LBUMS AT YOUR DEALERS. Particulars free on request from 

FRANK GODDEN, LTD., Stamp Album Specialists 
110-111 STRAND, LONDON, W.C.2 

.~ 

., 
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The ROMANCE of the POSTS of 

RHODESIA 
BRITISH CENTRAL AFRICA AND NY ASALAND 

BY 

H. C. DANN 

Chiromo. The Postmaster on his " M achila," 1891 

Numerous authentic a necdotes and descr iptions of the Early Postal 
Services T ales of Lions, El ephants, Hippos and Crocod iles. 
Over O ne H undred uni que Photographs of Mai l " Runners ," C anoe 
Dugouts," O x W aggons, " Buffa lo Bill " C oaches, Trains and A ir , 
planes ; a lso of ear ly " Post Offices," taken by the first Adminstrators, 

Pi oneers and Postmasters. 

A 244 , PAGE BOOK OF EQUAL INTEREST FOR PHILATE, 
LISTS AND THOSE WHO DO NOT COLLECT STAM PS 

Published by 
Price FRANK GODDEN LTD. 

110, 111 STRAND, LONDON, W .C.2 

Price 

7'6 7'6 

133 

Postage 6d. T elephone : T emple Bar 471 1 (2 lines) 
Cables: " Albums, London" 

Postage 6d. 
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CHI N A 

THE FINEST COLLECTION 
formed by the late Mr. John A. Agnew, F.R.P.S.L. 

IN 56 VOLUMES. 

This famous trophy and gold medal collection is the finest series of Chinese stamps 

that has ever been made. It comprises all issues of China as well as Formosa, 

Treaty Ports and the various Chinese Post Offices of Britain, France, Germany, etc. 

ALL PRICED SEPARATELY . 

Call, write or 'phone 

FRANK GODDEN, LIMITED 
110--111 STRAND, LONDON, \/V.C. 2 

Telephone: Temple Bar 4711 (2 lines). Cables: Albums, London. 

Printed by Pardy & Son (Printers), Ltd. , The Triangle Printing \\70rk5, Bournemouth, and Published b) 
Prank Godden Ltd . . 110-111 . "trand. London \V.C.2. 



WE WANT 
TO BUY 

* 
Rarities, Specialised 
Collections, Unusual 
Covers and Single 
Pieces of all Countries 

before 1820 

We are partiwlarly anxious to purchase collections, general or 

specialised of the following 

GREAT BRITAIN, UNITED STATES, CANADA, 

NEWFOUNDLAND, NEW BRUNSWICK, NOVA SCOTIA, 

INDIA, BRITISH WEST INDIES, DENMARK, CHINA 

and MAURITIUS. 

Call, write or 'phone 

FRANK GODDEN Ltd. 
The Home of Classic Stamps 

110-111, STRAND, LONDONi W.C.2 
Telephone: Temple Bar 4711 (2 lines) Cables: Albums, London 
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r r . lJI urice C. Blake, 
11 Mason st., 
Brookline , Mass . 

Dear Mr. Blake: 

434 South Grand Ave . , 
Fort Thomas , Ky . 

Jan. 29, 1943 . 

Your letter of the 25th remin dd me that I have not replied to 
your two letters of Dec . 26th nd 28th. Will you kindly ac
cept my apology? I have been utter swamped ~1th wo~k 0.11 
month and have been ork1ng until midnight most every night . I 
simply had to put your two letters aside until I could give 
them the proper attention. 

First I want to tell you about a cover that was sent to me re
cently. It 'as an envelope with a 2¢ 1869 used in 1870# fro' 
Houlton, l ~aine to Woodstock, New Brunsw:tck. The letter was sent 
sealed. The owner informed me that he had owned five of these , 
all from the same correspondence , all sent sealed, and all used 
at different periods in 1870. 

Our domestic rate at that time vas 3¢, and the prepaid rate to 
Canada w s 6¢, unpaid lOt. There didn't seem to be any ans 1er 
to this cover , except that it might hav been an error . 

I mention this for this reason. I found the answer to this 
cover in an unexpected place and I think we will find the 
solution to our French problem in some unexpected place . 

Here is a ruling I found published in 1873. I don t t kno· how 
much earlier it may have been made or published. 

"Letters from France for the U. S. can only be delivered free of 
charge if received in the mails by way of England, and fully 
prepaid for such transmission. The postage charged by the 
French office aa wbob1tetters 1s one franc , 20 centimes (24¢) 
per 1/3 ounce; but if not fully prepaid they are treated by the 
French office as wholly unpaid, and reach this country with a 
claim for French and British postage , to be collected on delivery. 
Letters received in the direct mail from France are charged ten 
cents per i ounce on delivery, no metter hat amount has been 
prepaid in France , such postage beinb the United states postage 
only." (End of' Quotation) . 

The above as a "Ruling" and I think Ie lill find the solution 
e are seeking in a rulin made early in 1870. The prepaid rate 

fixed in the ruling may have been 15~ per i ounce and it may 
have been 12¢ per ! ounce . fuat I rum trying to locate is 
that "ruling" and I think I may be on a track which will lead 
me to it . I ' ll advise you. 

In the meantime what do you think about the 2¢ 1869 cover mentioned 
above? 



#2 . ~~ . Maurice C. Blake . Jan. 29 , 1943 . 

I have before me a cover postma1'ked (and sent sealed) , 
"Covington , Ky. and addressed to a small town in Kansas . It 
has a pair of 1i 1869 and a single 2¢ 1869 . Now why 4¢ on this 
letter? Surely it was an overpay but whf did the writer put on 
two l¢ with the 2¢? Why not just one li. There were no 
carrier nor way fees at this time. VVhat sort of 8. 3¢ plus l¢ 
is this item? 

I have read both your letter of Dec . 26th and 28th very carefully 
and note your suggestions and conclusions re - Knapp lot 1686 
and 1837 . 

I am returning herewith the cover from Cuba to Boston with the 
black "Ship" and "3 . " I have no recol'>d of this "Shipll and I cannot 
explain the rate . I note the use was in November 1861. The IIShip 
rate" at this time was 5¢ if delivered at port of entry or regular 
postage plus 2¢ if beyond port of entry. In either case 5¢ for a 
letter such as this . Had this letter been sent by regular U. S. 
Mail Steamship, the rate would have been lO¢. Unless I am mistaken 
tho rata 113" Vias an error . 

Let me know what you. think of' the following as an explanation of 
this "Ship 3" oover. Suppose for example it was carried to some 
Am~~ican port by a vessel of foreign registry. For example, any 
port on the Atlantic ooast other than Boston. Would it not have 
been rated at If Ship I" according to the following Regulation? 
(1866 P. L. & R. - "Regulations ll

) page 34. Sec . 238 "'''Masters of 
foreign packets are not to be paid anything for letters delivered 
into the office: such letters are . notWithstanding, to be charged 
with postage when delivered from the orfico or forwarded by mail. rf 

(end) 

Whnt is your opinion? 

I am glad my January A. P. article pleased you . Many tha...Ylks for your 
kind remarks regarding it. It did seem to stir up Quite a bit of 
interest . I am enclosing the Fig . 11 photo and traCing so that you 
can compare with your 3¢ 1857. 

Thanks for calling my attention to Lot 17 in the Keffer New Haven 
sale. I never saw this cover and I must admit it is unusual for a 
dealer to notice such things . I suppose by Harryt s description 
that he recalls your article and the Feb . 20th, 1854 date . 

So the fake grill cover belonged to Don Malcolm. It is funny how 
such things get around . Herst seems like quite a nice sort but I 
have never met him personally. 

I am willing that you figure out some of the p . L. & R. Regulations . 
In places one IISec . " states one thing and then tne next apparently 
contradicts it entirelyo One thing is sure as far as I am concerned. 
I cannot read English or else I am too dumb to figure out the real 
meaning of some of the Regulations . 

With best regards , 
Cordially yours , 

1 



#3 . Mr. R. J . Mechin, Feb . 15, 1943 . 

July 1 , 1863 , but,! am bothered about the period after July 1 , 
1863, especially after 1866 . 

What do you think of the hole questio~? 

With best regards , 

Cordially yours _ 



Mr . R. J . Mechin, 
Edwarcls , 
st . La~~ence Co., N. Y. 

Dear R. J . : 

434 South Grand Ave ., 
Fort Thomas , Ky. 

Feb . 15 , 1943 . 

Yours of the 4th and 5th received. I ' ll be darned if I know 
why I am bothering a specialis.t in Costa Rica, about steam
boat fees in 1869, but you are a sw~ll rellow and I value 
highly your philatelic knowledge ~ judgement and co~~on sense . 
So ir you don't l!lind, I ' ll just keep on pestering you. 

I don ' t know whether Perry's dope is right or not but -che 
perioo. he had under discussion was t'i/enty years earlier . I 
don ' t know whero ho gets his rfclosed pouch" stuff . There 1s 
no such a term used in the P. L. & R.' s , and I have copies of' 
all the editions . I am familiar with early covers showing 
steamboat rees but I am not rami1iar with steamboat fee covers 
of the late 1860's Rnd early 1870 ' s . 

Sometines vie find a fee of l¢' and sOI.1etimes a .fee or 2¢' but I had 
the idea that 2¢' fees applied princ ipall y to mail c rried on the 
Great Lakes . 

Ezra Cole Rent me a cover last '"leek postmarked at Cincinnati 
in 1866 and addressed to Chattanooga. This cover had a 3¢ 1861 
and a 2¢ Black Jack . Now why the 2¢' Black Jack? The letter was 
deposited in the Cincinnati Post Office so why did it require 5¢' 
to take it to Chattanooga? There was 110 mail route by river . I 
think I have the answer but I ' ll let you think this one ove~ . 

I am enclosing an exchange of correspondence with Klein, aloo a 
photo or the "let" st . Louis cover . Now Klein is su.pposed to be 
an authority on "Packet Cover s" but his letter surely does not 
indicate that he is familiar with steamboat feos . 

Note his remarks re - the St . Louis cover . He thinks this is a 
carrier , but I am rairly certain the u~e was in l86~ or 1865 , 
hence no flCarrier" as carrier rees ere abolished on July 1 , 1863 . 

I think the solu.tion of this item is as follows . It originatad 
at Cape Girardeau, was mailed direct on a steamboat bound for 
st . Louis . It was marked "steam, " indicating origin and l¢' was 
due ror the "Steamboat fee . n All of which is very simple . Now 
suppose the writer at Cape Girardeau had prepaid this fee and had 
pl aced 4¢ i n stamps on the letter, then we would have had a similar 
item to the 1869 - 4¢' cover 'of Covington (?) . 

I f Elliott ' s dope (relating t o late 1840' s nnd early l850 ' s) is 

.~ 



#2. Mr. R. J. Machin, Feb. 15, 1943. 

correct and it still applied in 1864-1865 (as per st. Louis 
cover) then the It fee which was due meant that this letter 
was carried by a boat which had a !'closed pouch" contract. And 
further, if the boat had no mail contract then there would have 
been 2t due. Now R.J. do you know what Elliott meant? I suppose 
you do, but wbp all the language about a flclosed pouch?" How 
absurd? \Vhy didn't he state this ll1 simple terms, thus: 

"A letter picked up at a flWay" landing, such as Cape Girardeau -, 
by a contract mail packet was entitled to a steamboat fee of l¢, 
but if such a letter was picked up by e. non-contract mail boat the 
fee was 2¢'. It 

This 1 tter was not deposited in the Cape Girardeau P.O., hence 
it was a T Way" steamboat letter. If it bad been placed in the 
Cape Gire.rdeau Post Office the postage would have been only a¢,. I 
suppose such a letter wo Id have gone the regular U. S. mail route, 
hence in a "closed bag" or as Elliott states~ a "closed pounch." 

The 1866 Regulations seem to kick all of the above into a cocked 
hat. Note Sec. 242 of the "Regulations:" 

"In 11ike manner, when practicable, all letters should be prepaid 
which are received by steamboats or other vessels not in the mail 
service, or carrying the mail with no route agent on board. When 
prepaid, the master of the vessel, if under contract to carry the 
mail, may receive one cent "WAY," and if not under contract with the 
department, t-,"iO cen·ta each from the postmaster in whose office he 
deposits them; and they should be delivered to their address without 
anI charge beyond the amount prepaid." (End of quotation). 

Knapp didn't have a. single 1869 cover in hie lot with a "Steamboat 
Due lct" or "2cts", nor did he have a single 1869 cover with 4¢' 
prepaid for a steamboat fee of l¢ plus 3¢, postage. 

There was no P.L. & R. published from 1866 until 1873, and I have 
no record of rulY special rulings made by the P.M.G. during this 
seven year period. I cannot find anything in the 1873 edition in
dlcating that a fee of I¢' or 2t could be added to the regular 3¢, 
rate of postage. If such a letter was sent unpaid. it was to be 
rated at double postage on delivery. 

Consider the P.M.G. Report for 1869. Under receipts there is no 
item 0' receipts of steamboat. ship or way fees. Under "Expenditures,1I 
there is the following: "Ship - Steamboat & Way Letters - $8,076.35." 

If all of these were 2t fees then there were only a total of some 
403,817 of fee letters in the above three classes. No doubt the 
F.M.G. didn't think it paid to collect fees on 400,000 letters 
simply for a gross income of 8,000. Perhaps there were exceptions, 
special rulings made by the P.M.G., wherein the fee was added to the 
rate. 

I am not bothered about the 1850 or early 1860 period, say up to 
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l~r . George N. Malpass , 
1 5 V e tland ve., 
Rochester , N. Y. 

Dear' r . Ma1pas : 

J 
434 South Grand Ave., 
Fort Thomas , Ky . 

Feb . 15, 1943 . 

Yours 0 he 11th r ceived. Did I read that Bri tol post 
ma k: wrong? I thought it read, "Bristol Va . R. and that 
i the lay Herb Atherton Ii ted it . Di tz lists Bristol -
V & T R. R. In other ord, Br~stol is in Tenne S 0 and it 

as the southern terminu of the Vir inia & Tenness H. R. 
This Road r n bet oen Bristol and Lynchb~'g, length 204 miles . 
~1is road as part of the main line eonlecting Richmond ith 
Kno vill n t he South. 

This cover 'Wont t Brooks from Herbert Athe ton and Ath rto 
obtain d it fro H. F . Col an rho found it :tn an original find . 
Ther is the pedigree and I think there is no doubt tha it 1 
perfectly good. Ather ton's notation reads , 'Guarante d as found 
by R. F . Colman. ! 

He ardtng the Patriotics . Keep what you 1 ke out of the lot 
and pay me wh tever you think they are orth and I can stre 
you it will be O. K. ith me . 

Th ks very ch but I run not especially interested in cover 
f1'O· France as they are not very much assiutanee in the pa.rticular 
study I am makinB. I am re lly quite anxious to see covers from 
the U. s . to Franc bet een Jan . 1 and July 1, 18'70, and such 
items must have rates other than lOt and ~¢. This six months as 
a period of uncertainty s to legal rates due to the xpir tion of 
the tr aty on Jan. 1 , 18'70 . 

'v1 lth kirLdest regards , 

Cordially yours, 



1 t' . G. l . alpae~ , 
135 estland ve ., 

ochester, 1 . Y. 

Dear r . lalpars: 

434 outh Grand ve ., 
Fort 'rho s , Ky. 

Feb . 23 , 1943 . 

Yours of '!;he 18th "7J.th check a dreturn of the covers received. 
PJea:..e accept my hanks . 

I sup o"'e that thertop- r ad th t trBrirtol' mar ng rong 
and .hat I re~eated the error . I ondered if thpre i ht 
have ceen two types and", s glad to learn that you 1"e qu lte 
sur'e that the one on the cover is the oame typ, s the on 
illustrated bv Dietz . 

I have a batch of unused Patriotic just in fro Brooks . I 
note Quite a fa ich are not in y lot of three or ou!' 
hundred. Brooks ha.£ thoso priced from lO¢, efl.~h to 1 . 50 . · .. c 
states some are quite rare . I am ~ ond ring 1. f you' ould 11::e to 
s e t __ cm. 

I RUppO e you referred to the ' erson GOV 1'~ which zr' Col", 
has had for the last s1x or "even YEars . '1'h1s is tho only forth 
..... 111le 10.., thf't I :~ 0" about . 

Slnce ely yours , 



fI L. INIJ()UIJT 
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2 W EST 4 () TH S T R E E T 

Stanley B. Ashbrook 
434 ~outh Grand Avenue 
Fort ThoooS, Kentucky 

Dear Stan: 

NEW YORK. N.V. 
February 26, 1943 

Hugh Clark has sent [ole a copy of that letter he wrote you and since he 
sent it, I have talked to him about it on the telephone and asked him pointblank 
just hov he felt about the entire situation. All he could do w~s to reiterate what 
he has always told me and what we Lave discussed in so many letters. Hugh tas ad
l1litted to me num ro.lS times that if this issue had not been listed and it was left 
to him to list, it probably would never go in; but in smuch as they were put in 
long before his time in good faith and that hundreds of dea::'ers and collectors hand
led them in good faith, he didn't see hov; I:e could destroy their value without leav
ing absolutely conclusive proof. 

You Joust remember t~~t Hueh is bac' in his opinion by most of the dealers and 
collectors v ith whom he is in contact. Eddie Stern was so hot about tnis matter 
that you will remember he cancelled his advertising in the srhtp SPECIALIST when 
we ran the original article, even though I am very friendly with him. He felt 
that it was a direct slam at him for he had sOold thousand of dollars ".fOrth of 
these premieres in good :'aith and took it as a personal attack. Phil lard, Spen
cer nderson and scores of others have tai:en this sar e viewpoint and ha .mered into 
Hu h that he should not make the chap6e without indisputable proof. I've talked 
it over with many collectors I1\Ysel¥if they ov.n any of the sta ps or have owned 
any of the sta ps previously, they are more inclined to take this view. You must 
realize that every person is thi lking of his m,n problem first and the general 
good second. And also, there is a lot of merit in Hha t they say. 

It is quite possible that Hugh may never change his mind in this natter, but as 
long as you ha.ndle the matter diplOI:latically as you have done, there is a chance. 
Certainly, I can see absolutely nothing to be gaineJ. by ta.dng an opposite tactic, 
as you [auld not be aole to force him into anything he does not Hant to do, but 
by encouraging his goodwill and those who take the Slli.Je attitude you are apt to 
accom lish more. 

You know, I always look at these things, S an, from a practical standpoint. n 
publishing oa~€rs as I have do e for many years, in many fields besides S'tA.PS, 
I knOi that e cannot al.nys go on a crusade even though we might believe in it. 
Tbe only person .alO could afford that is the man with so much money that he doesn't 
have to think of the financial end of the business and can afford to tio what he 
thinks is right, regardle s of corlseq.ler ces. In a practical rorld, you must §ive 
some thought to these other angles, arid youl:i..l usually f.illd far more people on yo 
bandvmgon if you take a tolerant viewpoint than if you try to force it through. 

Phone: MEdallion 3-3715 Cable Address: LlNDPUBS 



Stanley B. Ashbrook 
(contld) 

Page two 

2/26/43 

Hugh is not as arbitrary and set in his ways, as you might think merely from cor
respondence or occasional talks. He does have a lot of fundruental ideas to which 
you might take exc~ption, and many of which I do take exception on. But, I know 
that I can get no place by antagonizing him, ,,~hereas I might get somewhere by tak
ing a friendly and cooperati e attitude. The think you must weigh, Stan, is what 
would you gain by an out and out fight? Do you th:'nk you will force him to make 
the changes, or vlould it be ,just for the satisfaction of haviq,; yl ur say? 11m 
sure that if you would weirh the pros and con, you will agree with me that there 
is nothing to be gained by fighti Ig, but • t least a possible something to be gained 
by your friendly attitude. 

I I ve had quite a laugh at the ~ewbury scoldi11g, for he loves to take U at paternal 
attitude, and anyone that kno IS and appreciates Saul gets as much of a kick out of 
it as he does in han.<llilg it out. I doubt very I uch if Komliser has writt,en him 
anything, although yuu never cal! tell what he ITUght do. Any.vay, don't let that 
ever bother you, for you're aces witb Saul. ,Jhen I go to Chicago, he usually gives 
Ite a lacing out on things that i,e thin's I do that are wrong and I always love it, 
as I know you do, for fWlda entally he I s got some good sound ideas that are wort!. 
following. 

o you remember S an, you told me at one tirle, that you were getting a little more 
mellowed with age, add that you were not q",ite tl e spitfire you were in your younger 
days? Keep up that Dellorved attitude for 1'1'1 sure you'll get much fU!:,ther by it 
a well as leading a r.1.uch more tranq,~il life yourself. These other birds like Per
ry ana Konwiser and so on, who like to take potshots at everyone, get absol tely 
nowhere and are only discrediting themselves in the minds of anyone who kr,ows what 
it is all about. 

Glad you liked that write-up on the ~lest collection, and. .a "las fortW1ate you ex
plained to Lie just what tl e situation was for when the copy received from .ard 
stated that r. Ashbrook would be associated with him, it would give anyone the 
idea that you had been engaged b,: hilJl. .. 

11 m also delighted to ,ork with Brookman, as I think he is a fine fellow and one 
whom 1 would oe glad to cooperate with at any time. 
~ . 

• lith best ersonal wishes, I am 

Sincerel~ yocU's, 

HLL/G 
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GORDON HARM ER 

GUY HARMER 

HARMER, ROOKE a CO., LTD. 

2 ARUNDEL ST. 

L ONDON, ENGLAND 

& CO.,INC. 
PHILATELIC 
AUCTIONEERS 

55! FzIJ.h Avenue 
NEW YORK , N. Y. 

~-. Stln1e Ashbrook 
4'J4 .... o.Gr'"l ~ve. 

Ft. Tho~ ~ , T{~r. 

nef1r f'tE.:n:-

CABLE ADDRESS 

PHILATORS, NEW YO RK 

PH I LATORS, ESTRAND, LONDON 

TELEPHONE 

MURRAY HILL 2-6220- 1 

I hrve rccei r ' .t'r m tLE' A-1L!'ni ... trB.tor~ ')f t 118 
ElSCLtc, t e Gran' ('air ~ov('r fro- t:.c N(l;'on c')llec-
hic ou ill reucm: r rs original1 J 2e~t to eTcy Dopne 

sal e. 

I aM trJTln3 to prove t'1C "enuinenc"'s 0;: V~', c )V(T 
[nd 'HnCE:; my ~riting to you. Ar 1'['.1.' ['~ I know, t 11Crt. ~ .... onl;y 
0nf oth r 90c on cover end th['t iF the one thut Casp"rJ ~l·. 
Tho rate on his 1ette~ las 1.0~ t:1!l' thE ettE'r wrs sent from 
~t;' Yo""k tc) fY"irl' It if un .uertio'1ab1 benuine u[' it W ... ':'n 
thE LeFitte -"ind. 

'.I.' h p N (.1 t nco v c.." 'e £ r, f r E' t 0 f ~ 1 • 1 t ,'i c' is 
11ccnts more tlum the other copy. I t'1 ~.1 ~ I can e x;> ..... £ in t'lLs 
11¢ lifferenc8. Tre COVf'r " carriel J J",!1E' G('rmcn stc8mer 

remen nel I hrv(> he£-yod sJmnwh 'e t '1at t't Gernnn Qtc<mF',ip 
rom_nn chlrgcd 50 pfenntngc ,~ich Ft t.rt tIme wRC just 'bout 
llcents. T .iz, th:'1, oulJ of' couree rlOt''' or 1es. pro·rc t.(' 
r<1te n enui e. 

"':lrt I )uld l.:k", to 'now -:'ron JOu iF, do J JJ. '-no 
-:0 a ff ct thrt t'1is 5) pfcm1.ge ' .... c'u E.... I have hrd 
~nlare;ed 1hotoF made 0' thE crncf'l, ,.. oc inb out the s;:'rI!J. )8, 

l)y sc ... 'een, nd I r ~ "'nrc t ,t thE' c['ncel is "bsn1utf'1, -tn'-1ine. 
I;: you Frc intErested, I -ill be gIrd to send ou t'l':''' ('nlrr cd 
photo. 

I oul vcr much LpJreciate any hpl~ you ccn ~ive 

TIe on thi~ matter. 



~. 

434 LOIth C and lve •• 
Fo~t ~ho. s , 1~ . . 

r . Gordon Harmer , 
551 Fifth ve ., 

e r vork , . Y. 

• r.oI'c on: 

arch 21st , 1943 . 

t~ OUI of the 17th. re - the Gl'een cov r of 
h .... nd Canary. 

In 1 10 t 1 ~L i er nu 
if penuine . ~incc corrosponu 

f'cl I.t v • de J.urt 
its J c.nd :t th thv evic...c .c.., :;,. hl v 
I COt 1e.. go b .for", r y jury it 
Co 1Cl~ i lTe . 

I hnv~ a re ord 0: the 'lo~n 90~ 
racor r~t in01 uced th t~o 
s 1 nee theL. U' :-r.: <.i.i 
theu, hanco I did not volunteer nny 

the cover 
some 

t nk 
be 

, e 

r . . ury 0 n.. the fin st 
b Ion d to It nt to 
"ewtury at t 11m rsor. eJ.e 

.t one ti.0 ";: 1:18 
rcon and . r ac uir d by ~ . 

octob I' 19..;7 . 

I havo ..:urnoc.:.. p ot r Grar d C; ary cov • s ~ro. 
co .... r s~ ndence (;'IS the I el ton·· reeD it €;m. 
'" 1 :re.. sho r thf: t eli in POf!t p s act 
and not 1 . 16 . 

Th~ &. u . re on ~ rriod thi ov r onl~ fro 
and inns ~ch n~ tl t •• P id th Line for slcb 
lett r 'i a r ted "I eriron,1. acl et . ' 'rho 
do w1 th ths carrie e o:f tl is letter 
Co. .ary, nd ul'th r t .. 0 rate o£ 90: as'll 
p y <:: nt or y to the rland Cantlry frontier . -=iM~~~"";"::: 
on d 11 cry. 

I mi ht yo~ that LI~iott Idrry 
on t hi. . 0 • rand ch r ed a ~ C .. or s 
opi ion ) ·ovn~' a in totf. 1 i 
hence his three p e opi ion UL 

I wo ld 1 ike to hL vc oop"1o'" 0_ the pllotogrnphs . " 0 1 
don ' t think th0~ could prove v ry ncl a~ .h 3 Cov~ 

been a 'If'tru 'pl I lrid , witt the 1° lS nt C !.Lcel 
stu. p fraudulent . , 

nil 



#2 . Y.r . Gordon Harmer, !,~arch 21st , 1943. 

Finally I can assure you that there was no ro.te or combined 
ratd making "\1 . 16 to the Grand Canary in 1860, or 1861, or in 
fact before or after those dates . 

I vms very much interested in this cov r and I m.ade quite a 
number of photoeraphs of it myself . I ~ s es ,eclally int9rested 
because I vmnted and hoped I could prove "Ch~ t the cover was 
genUine . 

Many thanks for your kindne ... s i.. sending "11e the .lpr ces" on 
tho 1!; !ine ~ Ie. 

W i bet of r' rds , 

Cordially yours, 



GOR D ON H ARM E R 

G U Y H A RM E R 

H A R M ER, R OOK E 8. CO., LTD. 

2 AR U N DE L S T. 

L ONDON , E NGLAND 

Mr.Stanley Ashbrook, 
434 South Grand Ave. 
Ft.Thomaa, Ky. 

Dear Stan:-

PHILATELIC 
AUCTIONEERS 

55! FzJ}!J. Avenue 
NEW YORK , N. Y. 
March 27th 1943. 

CA BLE ADDR E SS 

P HI L A T ORS, NEW YORK 

P H ILAT ORS, ESTRAND, L O N DON 

TEL E P H ONE 

MURRAY H IL L 2-6220-1 

I have carefully read your letter of the 21st regarding the Grand 
Canary cover and I am taking the lib e rty of enclosing the cover 
for your further inspection. 

I am of the opinion that the cover is genuine and that the stamps 
were genuinely tlsed on the cover. Of course I do not pretend to 
have a kno wledge of U.S. stamps comparable to yours and I only ba~e 
my opinion on the follo wing points. 

You may kno w the history of the cover. It was originally sold by 
Ridpath of Liberpool for a few pounds and later it was acquired by 
Seybold and then by Nelton. If you will examine the pair of lc 
you will note that both stamps overlap the 90c and you will see that 
the top left perf of the left lc stamp has a tiny ru s t or discolona
tion spot which goes through on to the 90c stamp. The 24c stamp 
also overlaps the 90c and the 24c is just tied at the lower right. 
The lc and 24c are cr eased by the envelope. The pair of lc is also 
just tied at the right. These are my ovm observations which I 
believe have a be a ring on the genuineness of the cover. 

Of course all these evidences of genuineness could have been forged 
but do you think it is likely? 

From another source I am given to understand that this letter comes 
under the postal agreement of 1860 and that the double rate at that 
time, to the Canary Islands was $1.05. As it is specified that it 
shoul d be carried by the Bremen, an additional fee, the equivalent 
of llcents (Fr 0.60) had to be paid for anything up to 20gr carried 
over 300 sea miles. This information I have not been able to check 
myself, but I believe it is true as I think that in about 1862 the 
rate was reduced to 90c for the double rate. 

However, suppose we cannot prove the rate at all, this would not 
necessarily mean that the cover was bad, as naturally a letter has 
been overpaid on many occasions. 

,. 



HARMER, ROOKE & CO. 

There is just one other point. I don't see how it could have been 
a stampless cover as the cover undoubtedly went to London and it w~s 
stamped "Paid" London. It it had been a stampless cover it would 
not have been stamped "Paid" and there would have been a penalty. 

I am very interested in the Cover and I am interested in proving it 
either genuine or not. I have given you my reasons for believing 
i t is genuine and I am very strongly of the opinion that it is 
genuine. As I have said, I do not claim to have any great knowledge 
of U.S.stamps but this cover just doe~n't look like a fake to me. 

I hate bothering you again on this much discusse d item, but I do 
want to try to prove its genuineness if possible. 

Thanking you and with personal regards, I am 

p.S. The cover is insured both ways so you need only register it 
on its return to us. 

.. 



Mr . Gordon Harmer , 
551 Fifth Ave . , 
New York , !; . Y. 

Dear Curlior..: 

434 So th Grand Ave ., 
Fort Thomas, K T. 

TTarch 29 , 1943. 

HerHvlith th e gOt 18GO COVf'lr . Yes , I knew t he h istory of the 
covo::> . It '£:.. ::Jold to Nolto!. in the Saybo1d sale in ri.a.rch 1910 
and it . s lloen sa d chat in' those dfYs the fakers didn 1 t tal~e 
the tr . bJ c to "18.ke fake cover':J . PeI-haps th y didn't but the · 
f act l' t r'ey)Old haa q, ite 'l. f \J Puke cov JI' in hi 

I a1 - ,,~s "'0( I x .... t; 0 to' t ~oleon accmir ,d "'1"'l8 ebon. "d aml ~old it 
to S8ybold. I nev l' heal"C. '11 .., ....,cybold paj.d but -he p vor sold 
fox' 28 . 00 jn Jho ucybold 1.1e . .n "l1.11U5 d 90t le60 could be 
purchas d for 8 . 00 to 10.00 in 1.910 so p":!rhaps it \18.S a bit 
p!'of1table to l"'m';-e alms ir ·vIose ys . 

When I . ant ... c...ll'Jd I tLlplesn" to you I . ant 01' 00urse . Jrep !~_.!!! 
c ash A.nd." ce " "_.1"1: 'SS e : Cl.Ol"'t f: Y that this was wha.t happened, 
in fcc -, I don f t rno\'" what actua2..1y c id happen to ~his cover , but 
I em QUitE; r..ure ot one c'inc and t~1.f t..:t. tt1s . ~ 101'0 as n '"''l4ch 
a t hii¥ 8.~_ a 1 .lC rat to til Gr nd C ne.:-y i!l 1861 or rt any otnel' 
period eb.r~i~r or 1.ter. r "'0 L.·· r.: on thif' COVE r sl o.;r tha~' t l1.c 
rate WD. ... 90~ not 1.1, h nee cne can ll' :\';" their 0 Tn conclusions . 
Fil'st, . ·as t}' is O!'igir.ally a ') i ir.. cas strunplof'E covr r? Second , 
was the 90i rate Oi. iFinal1y pa i d by stamps other ..,hal: a '0 on. tho 
cover at preeellt? For exe.n.~p e tlwGe Jot u amps , or a s .... !'Sl 90;! . 

As 1'01' t he ~ taint. £..nd cre fC , v€' k 
been on 1,1 e COVE..r for over ~3 y O"S 
t~me for tein'"' to dpvelop. If thp 
would be absuz" to add t t r 

•• ps OV I' 

stamps. 

Ot t~~t tne prep nt st .IS hav 
so 01 course t~ t i~ su~ficien 

cover rad ~ fole originally it 
fold en0 rot cronSS the ~dded 

Please under'"'tand Gor on tN~t I r not st ;L • .o.t.: J. v anj- C' th se 
things l1ap~ cned . I an only calling· tt(.r.t':'on t() t.~ po s:! Jilltv. 

I truBt the", :"1"" "1.], U. ctO"'l! the i forI t1.on! t ... _t '&~ gi en you 
regarding a ~ew ostal greolent 0~ l' 0, viz . , the addit: nul fee 
and the oth'3r bunk. I or.o.cr -:..:r the p4' t>80n \Tho · nvcnted such stuff 
e.pprecia tes ho; s' _ly his II ir.~orma.t io" !fi... . It so 111- S .j. 0 e like 
some lIc.eGp st1.l.f'f!l cOr:1i~r; out 01' estf':!e1d, . • J . 

Suppose w. discuse t:t.1s r: infor . ation. '! .... f the "e t:.u:'. r ' G wa~ 
.. 1 . 05 , then the s~ng1e rate must have been :aalf th'1t smn. It :U;i too 
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#2. Mr. Gordon Harmer, March 29, 1943. 

absurd to consider this point any further. Regardin g an addi
tional charge of 60 centimes. r hy? The French bad n othing to 
do ~ ith this letter, as it was carried t o ~1g1ar.d by the S. S. 
Bremen of the North GerI!lan Lloyd Line. li'r m England i t went by 
British Packet to the Grand Canary. Th portage paid was only 
to the "frontier" as there was no post a tres::::y at that t i me 
be t're e G. B. and Spa~n (or between t h e U. S . d .:)90. n) whareby 
mall c Oil ld b e pr epaid to C!estina tion in t he Gr iL."ld Canary. 

The markin..,!3 cleer_y sho' · r~nt. 4S~ vIas cre 1tad by t e NevI York 
Foro-;.£5l .. ch~ nef' Cfftce t o the Brit i sh Post Office ano. thEt t; the 
sum due in Pl1lm R f or' he Spanish internal as "S . " I su ppo se this 
"s t: !Cny luve be n '8" reul es o~~ about 40¢ . 

This 10", t; ~r' .t·' Jcrico.n ):::.cl>.:et . It This is a. D,..ln'L hich trips 
all t:1.0 \l:LSC uoys 1 _1:;} orl·Y . By" ~'TI.crlC1ll1 I E.cket fr d' d not 
necco< aril.y 1'1 c.. I)' &. s. ip 0:: --rice..n rC[;i:;.try but r&.Lher tha t t he 
let~ e~ ias for:~~ded a~ the e~pense of tic U . ~ . ?O .~ . In oth r 
words, ' f~r . ..til OT' 'Brit~ h Prw nt" i ~ io t d . 10 or tho two 
Gov .r:"l1 en't'< 1;,CS 

We mad, an al'rangome:r:t j, 1 ISS? 01"' 11358 lith tilB GC!'l~. n IJi';1.e t o c aJ."ry 
rna. 11 _.n t~r.;ir ... hipe for tne "sea PO"'t.k ;es . f :I> ... tlt '\''' s the sea postage 
to G. 3 . ? It lUG l6i s fued Ly the n~lo-U . u . "r""'l:J of le43, hence 
on thls p~rticular lette' we paid the Cermar- Line 02¢ (2 X 16 t ) to 
co. r y thj.8 Ie tter to t.;. gl an 1 . 

The U. S- rtt; i rat0 as you Ie 1 kl.o I Wfl~ 24¢' por 1/2 ounce letter. 
Th is fie dl T dod as folIo' s : 3¢ rlt10h iO.t n '''L U, 5: u. ,) . it t _ ra.l 
and 16 «,S!}! 

You a~o a l so ware that at thi 
a s h il1 4 ng , nne under the Tre£ty 

th cnal"<3c rus 
r-ac"ld 9.-: 24~. 

The s ingle rat,;, to the Gr"':ld Ca.na..:t:'v it th t .0 t :1is lOt;t r 10. sent 
was 45¢ p:::;r 1/ 2 unce 'Vi' • .An ,la.nd . r U _,0 .' th t YOU' ill «( 'lit 
that thel'~ is 11') uot 'th ... :; tn .... 1 1.;t. rent "Via E :1'1 m ... d ll

• aturally 
the d ou.ble rata J.S Got I and not uc 1 a illy figure a ' . 05. " 

This l e Jter tw.s sont ':1"1 tl.o 
ship so. J.J.d fro:1 .. ew 10.1. k j.l 

entitled to ret lin 21J - "'r"~r-:--:':-:~~~. 
on each. do 'ble ... "'1·0 0' 90,': 

..... . 0 . 1: . T as 
a~. , 01"' ~12¢' 

Each 2l ¢' i."'ep ·on ntoc'.. I j~.. Ius u' :1. ... t :t;'nal . In t':l ':' "01'( s , we 
kept 5¢ f or our iuternal and tool!: _Lt:> ~ 0 Xly -:;!1.e lie ..... an <.J~,....,., . If 
you deduc t 2l~ fro~ 45¢' you will have '4i O~ one shil.l."l. C; h. cD. l~e 
pre sented the T ritis ... l _acket charge f!'om <ngl'l.. d to v1 e G ... 'and GanB.l~Y 
Islands. (rront~ er 0 ly ). 

Thus you wlll see why gO¢, was paid original l y on this lottol' ont of 
which t.e U. B.D.O.D. re ained 2 X 21~~ or 4£i pnd creo.ited to ':;he 
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British 2 X 24¢' or 48¢'. This 48 I 1s i n red ink on the face of 
the cover . The division of the rate VJaS therefore a·.B. 48¢' 
and U.S . 42¢', total 90¢'. 

Now suppose for example that a Cuna.rd ship h d sailed on May 
11 , l8Gl, the rate would h ave been "h sa~e but the credit would 

.have be en 32¢' higher or 2 X 16i f or the British sea c a rriage from 
New York to ngland. In such a case all the U. S . wo ld have re 
tained WOuld have been ou.r internal of 2 X 5-i, the British re
ce':'vi-:.g a credit of 2 X 40 or 80si, each 40i r epresenting 16i 
Atl~ntic see. plus the ~ril;ish s~'1il1 i pac'{ t ch·· ge fl' om England 
to ~hp. G~and Gn~a~y . 

:.'il' 0 'il Gordon is it not all v ·ry s irlpl e? ',hy ring in all th t s'b:bi'f 
about a cou0~e ratG of '1 .05 plus 60 concimes for 20 grams carried 
over 000 rJ;1u , "tc. , "'tc . .0 you C) ~O\ pe'r"fec .1J bsur such 
11 ir ___ ~ i....,? Hmrov r , bsut'd s l' 1.s, it is n t near as 
si:i..y:J t ... _ co 1tnL.l.J r •• T t.e opj .. n l'urnisheu. by EII~ott 
1'e "y to D ue on t lis covor, nnet for vfhi..;h ch ree was 
nl'ide by e~ y. 

oth0r COy ~r fro n this \ () d correspon eneG I c,t thls "'c, e period , 
are ':_ mm ' d [ __ 1 1'0 p.£'epa.ld by ~ rle re ,u_t..r ~5¢' peT' 1/2 ounce 
single r"'t0 . . l1j.nm OPO'V'l certe,l!ll,/ Yo.new the 1" ... tc as 4:5/ pe:r 
S it SIp oj." gO¢, d.ouble I as pr'ov0d b.,.r cov rs bcfot'e and .... .pter this one , 
130 of' these L tnm:r:m ori""j nated on thic co 1P'" th en Depew threw a''lay 
26¢' when he r.lliled th1", letter: "nd i~: no vm.y have I t;oen nbl to 
figuro bnt th~t 2C/ m' 1 ~r 13 I ri gle coul ~ e rc re~enterl . 

Can you . cubt ,h t tr (3 r· '. ish err" GL 
fron:i... ;lund to t:t 0 rt.pd COYJ.&.:>:y? U .... n 
pac et ch·rgo in 1861 was a s ~lling? 

' provod. bS- the rea i.n { C Y'edit of Il",..:~ . I 

t}1s lotte' oy B itlsh packet 
~ou doubt thi t th' british 
51_o1? both of the a ove are 

This letter was no~ put ilto he ~1' rl.lll..ln or!' nch LL iIs , they had 
notl 11 to do i h its trans. tission. '0 J) i tt r'e!.len t e ea 
postar;e to t!'ans ... 'lit i' 0 utter 1'''0 1"1. to 1~[;1 and ,. 

I don't kno')l' "lhet1:er the cover ~_c (ood 0 bad u1d all I CLn say in 
t b is re:lpect is t' is . !f anY')r'e, ~_no -in'"" the rcnl f aetA, such as 
I hSVG 01 tlir.eCl abo" e, oncludc~ t ,1, tb.... co .;r. i~ 1'lui e, then he 
w1L. be f'or'C'cd to b lie "I,; , ~h t pCVi· t 2 • 0.1' r O~ r ~e on 
thi 1 ~tL r 'I n ! n 18('1 tbnn c.,'" 'id, co 1- ()\ S .1."t 
Depew knew ·i;ilC correct rate Y'P:3 90 c.:c.;.tle, so if the 
cover is e; 1 ""l (' th n v 1 OJ ".'"!)e or "'"1 an \.8. ... nee, eary 
on tlJis letter? :, 01 '1 eJ iE.-ve l;)u.ch e.. t ... ir.g t hr:.lce I 
cannot bel~. e tim' the cov r- i~ cenuin' . 

I gave all of th b ve facts to Doan~ and I ~ever cr'rged hi. a 
penny, so I tOQ run very a.nxious that t e real st13tus o!' ~ is cov~r 
be defInitely established so tb.at I '';'ontt be c llod ""por:; to ispuGIJ 
every crackpot opinion tbat is advanced by a lot of people Wb0 11 ve 
no kno\':ledge what soever of ,fore ign :rates or postn ma.ekings bu Vlho 
have the gall to c!large fees for absurd "l£xpert II op1n:l.ons . I l"efer 
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not only to Pe~ry b t others in h s cIa s down Ea t. 

This le tter ~as purely a U.S.-British transmission a~d the rates 
were fixed by Treaty. There was no "postal agreeme_t" between 
the U. S. and G.B. in 1860 whereby the "sea car fag..," (16¢,) to 
G.B. 1i S raised , nor reduced, and ou kno d I'n ell tlu.,t there 
was no raise nor reduction in the R~itish p c et ch~rge of one 
shilling in 1860, 18S1 or 1862. 

DepeVl c~r·tllin ly knew hat he 'as doing and whl3.t the correct rate 
was, as ,PI' (. Lis Meme i11. • po r left, "Per r men Via Eng1t .. nd." 

I 0 in d 
It was 
rouc ed 
enolo : 
Th ttra d due 

fr tre <:-e. e cor-r-ospo d3 co re:rbif3G.9- , 
a~ a gh~ p of the ~.lerican avre 

th q 45¢ ~ate cover ~as ~i or the 
I ~ reI: it th.~ co~er to 

show th the liB! cr:lenl! uncl r.· ra 'Oll I tta.rs , 
Bhdp r' t v i1<9 tne I Ai-ago II 'v'1 U c, s1 ~p o:~ i'icmA nd l:he 
"Drem n' of G1rn:an r" istry, oath ere der:ign, ted by r ner . Packet" 
bCC [~:lS() both Ie T"aid the (sea oot. est (16~) to ciU'r,lj thane t\~'o 
letters. 

I cOl1<1 i ve :1'W b_:L' of r 'r 
by uh6 U. u • 

Fiftio& ,n 
It 1s !'l'O!ll 

eompt:m at l n to tIe 
convey&r:ce is by,' I ric; J. 

fore~g~ steeneEz . ' 

In ot~er or~s, + e 
"Bre:rnen,r rece~iTec.. 16 
from! e ,. York to ;n 1 

rec~iv d 
~ D.) on 

the lOunt paid 
u 1 in th~ 1~t6 
no dou t uffiee . 

t" Ihieh limit.s the 
en the 

hen '" ~ 

I do hope that my ex 
ea3~ly un stood. 
you wish . 

oj. L Ie 'OV b en v ry plain 'r.d 
I'll e 1 . oints . 

u 

I 

Co ·di .... ' 1 O).TP, 
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