Scrapbook No. 3 September 1938 — September 1939
1L Article Re: 90¢ Cape of Good Hope cover
2 Lawrence Mason Re: San Francisco stampless covers
2 Edwin Wolf Re: Pair 1¢ Blue, Plate three
4. R.H. McKnight Re: Via Nicaragua cover
Ey Andres Cruz Re: “NA.1” handstamp on cover to Cuba
6. Harry Konweiser Re: Steamboat list
74 Harry Ullery Re: 5 cent orange browns
8. J.B. Lynde Re: personal note New Year’s Greeting
9. Carroll Chase Re: Premiere Gravures Crocker collection sale
10. | Carroll Chase Re: Knapp Shift, Y. Souren and fakes
11. | Edgar B. Jessup Re: Faked via Nicaragua
12. | Edgar B. Jessup Re: Faked via Nicaragua
13. | Mannel Hahn Re: Bi-sects
14. | Arthur Black Re: various cover issues
15. | News article Re: Chase’s description of stamps in Crocker sale catalog
16. | Nicholas Waterhouse Re: 2¢ vermillion, 1875 Issue, bisected
17. | Ezra Cole Re: Knapp Shift, Y. Souren
18. | Ezra Cole Re: Y. Souren’s “Philately of Tomorrow”
19. | Ezra Cole Re: Stephen Brown photos of 5¢ 1847’s
20. | Ezra Cole Re: Stephen Brown auction catalog
21. | Harry Konweiser News article re: 5¢ 1847 used on July 15, 1847
22. | Paul MacGuffin Re: Dr. Lewis L. Redford, of Montreal Canada
23. | Hugh Clark Re: 3¢ 1861 with plate scratches vs. plate cracks
24. | Erik Heyl Re: cover carried by Steamship Ohio from Cuba to Maine
25. | Taylor B. Dixon Re: 30¢ fake cover
26. | List of Steamboats inspected at Louisville, KY from 1854-55
27. | Towner K. Webster Re: 1¢ 1857 Type V stamp on cover with “21” marking dues
28. | A. Hoen & Company Re: republication of Ridgway color book
29. | Spencer Anderson Re: sale of 3¢ orange brown cover
| 30. | J.F. Postell Re: “Ex amalite” iamp
| 31. | Kent Stiles, N.Y. Times Re: Chase participation in Crocker sale descriptions
32. | Sidney B. Jones Re: proposed sale of 1¢ blues
33. | Clarence W. Brazer Re: 1851 stamp contract
34. | ErnestR. Jacobs Re: sale of 3¢ 1851 issue
35. | Carroll Chase Re: “August” issue , John Luff
36. | Carroll Chase Re: E. Perry, J. Luff
27. | Hugh Clark Re: 10¢ and 24¢ “August” issue
38. | Carroll Chase Re: Comments on George Sloan
39. | Edward Horowitz Re: 1¢ blue with possible cracked plate
40. | J.L. Keffer Re: Ashbrook unabie to attend Univ. Kentucky ciub dinner
[ 41. | Matthew Denver Re: Visit to Rombach homestead concerning old correspondence
| 42. | F.W. Loso Re: financial accounting for book
43, | Elliott Perry Re: Use of 1¢ blue to pay carrier fee
44, | Frank L. Coles Re: Use of steel plate for printing of 1847, 1851 issues




45. | Edward Knapp Re: question concerning Pony Express from Denver to St. Joseph

46. | W.C. Phillips, Co. Re: Potential sale of 1¢ blue, Pos. 99R2

47. | Carter Glass, Jr. Re: Inquiry into possible expulsion of dealer from APS

48. | Harry Lindquist Re: Wiltsee issues; Perry —Needham fight

49. | Christian L. Dull Re: find of “Nicaragua Ahead of the Mails” covers from Gibbons
correspondence

50. | Edward Knapp Re: “Nicaragua Ahead of the Mails” from Gibbons correspondence

51. | William Darden, Sec. of Birmingham (Alabama) Philatelic Society Re: Invite

52. | D.L. Vorhees Re: Wiltsee opinion on “Nicaragua Ahead of the Mails” from Gibbons
correspondence

53. | Elliott Perry Re: Premiere Gravures

54. | Hugh Clark, Carroll Chase Re: Premiere Gravures

55. | Paul MacGuffin Re: Plating of 12¢ Plate 3

55a. | Toppan, Carpenter, Co. Re: Printing of money, banknotes on “bad” paper

55b. | Danforth Bald, Co. Re: proposal to print notes for American Express Co.

57. | Elliott Perry Re: proposed sale of 10¢ 1857 block

58. | Erik Heyl Re: list of steamships operating in middle 19" century

59. | Hey G. Fitzgerald re: Baltimore Postmaster Provisional 10¢ blue on buff

60. | Elliott Perry Re: quartz lamp
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THE U.S. 90c. STAMP OF 1860.

BY STANLEY B. AsHBROOK, F.R.P.S.L.

ELL do I remember a trip [ made to New York many years ago with one
W of America’s keenest students of U.S. Stamps. It was at a time when
my knowledge of our early issues was in the A.B.C. class, but I was
anxious to learn, so I tagged along with my friend, keeping my ears open and my
mouth shut, when we visited the most important stamp shop in Nassau Street.

[ recall we had * first pick " at a well-known collection that had just come on
the market. I state *first pick,” because at the time I was innocent and really
did believe we had been especially honoured. I suppose instead of * first pick "
it was more like the twentieth or thirtieth. At any rate, I recall looking over my
friend’s shoulder while he carefully examined a page, on which were mounted
quite a number of the U.S. goc. 1860. Very beautiful stamp, that dark blue with
a portrait of Washington, in general’s uniform, after a painting by Trumbull.
I think at the time it was called the goc. 1857, though it was not 1ssued until 1860.
[ tried to guess the copies my friend would select and was quite astonished when
he passed up a finely centered mint full O.G. copy at $25.00 and selected a rather
indifferent used copy at $125.00. I held my tongue until we were later alone at
lunch, and then most casually I remarked:

“Why $125.00 for that goc.? ” His reply rather surprised me: * Wasn't
that a copy, and the cancellation good beyond any question of a doubt.”  Still
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dumb, I said: * Well what of it—why $125.c0? ” And then he gave me some-
thing to really think about, by asking: * And how many genuinely used copies
have you ever seen? So far as I am concerned, mighty few.” The water was
getting a little too deep for me, so I dropped the subject, not however without a
firm resolve to do a little bit of investigating on this subject.

Off hand I do not recall catalogue quotations of that day, but Scott’s U.S.
for 1936 quotes an unused copy at $40.00, used $100.00 and one on cover at
$2,000.00, and the latter figure is not imaginary, but based on an actual trans-
action. | may be repeating a very old story but nevertheless [ am going to tell
it just as though it had never been told before.

This goc. stamp was not issued until September of 1860. Mr. Lincoln was
elected President in November 1860, and South Carolina withdrew from the
Union the following December 20th. Fort Sumter was fired upon on April 12,
1861, and the great American Civil War was on.

The Federal Government issued a new set of stamps in August of 1861 and
all preceding issues were declared obsolete, and no longer good for postal service.
The Confederate Government took over the postal system throughout the seceeded
States on June 1, 1861. The postmasters of many offices, well stocked with the
old issue of stamps, refused to forward their stocks to Washington. Years after
the War, supplies of these unused remainders came upon the market. Thus we
have a stamp, the use of which was much restricted because of its high value, and
in addition a stamp that was in use only a comparatively short time. On the
other hand the remainders from Southern Post Offices have given us a limited
supply of unused copies. :For the year ending June 30, 1861, there was issued
only a total 24,280 of these goc. stamps. We have no figures as to how many
were issued between July 1, 1861, and the time the stamp was superseded by the
*“ goc. of 1861,” but no doubt the quantity was greatly restricted and was probably
much less than 2,000, the number issued in the quarter ending June 30, 1861.

It has long been a favourite pastime of the Philatelic underworld to put fake
cancellations on unused copies of this stamp. Thus we have lost through this
practice, many of the unused copies that existed at one time. These * fakes”
deceive many of our European friends, but students on this side of the water spot
them with little trouble.

Likewise “* fake " covers come to light ever so often but to one familiar with
our postal markings, these generally appear positively ridiculous.

For a number of years this writer owned what is unquestionably the finest
goc. 1860 cover known to exist, but like many of the finest of U.S. items, it finally
found its way into the truly marvellous collection of my good friend, Judge Robert
S. Emerson of Providence, R.I. [ consider this cover the finest gem of the
General Issues of the United States. Herewith 1s an illustration. This remark-
able item is a folded letter sheet and bears a quadruple rate (4 plus 33c.) from
Boston, Mass., to the Cape of Good Hope in July 1861.

In addition to the goc., the face contains a 10c. 1857, Type V, a 30c. 1860,
and a pair of the 1c. 1857, Type V. Total postage $1.32. The stamps are
attractively tied by the familiar Boston *“ Paid in a Grid ” in black. In manuscript
in upper left is a notation that the letter is to go * via England " on the Steamship
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Persia. Also on face is the London transit postmark in red, “ London E. E. [y 27—
61 PAID.”

In red pencil is the rate marking 1.12, meaning $1.12, was to be credited by
the U.S. Post Office to the credit of the British P.O. Below the 1.12 is “4”
denoting the quadruple rate. In 1861 the single rate, per half-ounce to the Cape
via London was 33c. If carried by a British Packet, 28c. was credited to the
British, if the postage was prepaid.

On the reverse of the cover is the well-known circular foreign mail postmark
of Boston, Mass., in red reading : * Boston British Pkt—July 16,” also ** Cape Town
Cape of Good Hope,” * Cape Town Cape of Good Hope,” and * Port Elizabeth,
C. G. H.,” both in red.

The forwarding agent is handstamped in blue *“ Lasigi Goddard & Co. Boston.”

Quite a number of covers from the *“ Edwin Howland ™" correspondence were
turned up in Boston some twenty-five years ago. This was the only cover in the
lot with a goc. 1860 stamp. There were prepaid stampless items dating back to
1856, showing single prepaid rates of 33c.—double rates of 66c.—triple rates of
ogc. and quadruple rates of $1.32.

Some of the covers in the find had singles of the 30c. 1860 and 3c. 1857.
Others had pairs of the 30c. 1860 and 3c. 1857.

I recall one beautiful cover with horizontal strip of three of the 30c. and 3c.
The find included covers with stamps of the subsequent 1861 issue but in the
whole lot there was not a single goc. 1861, so far as I know.

This superb cover was exhibited at the * Tipex ” in New York last May,
and many a lover of superb U.S. Covers had the pleasure of viewing it for the
first time.

Another goc. on cover was exhibited by Mr. Lapham of Boston at the Tipex.
This also showed a rate of $1.32 to India in January 1861, made up as follows:
goc. 1860, 30c. 1860, and 12c. 1857 (Plate 3). The stamps, tied by red gridirons
and the cover postmarked “ New York Amer. Pkt Jan. 26.” The 30c. on this
cover is badly discoloured, in fact it could well afford a good bath in peroxide to
restore its once brilliant colour.

Years ago it was the custom of many wealthy American collectors to prefer
unused stamps of our early issues to used copies, but this has changed greatly in
the last decade. The late Arthur Hind preferred unused U.S., and therefore
missed the real pleasure in forming a highly specialized collection of our Early
[ssues. In great contrast is Judge Robert S. Emerson, who appreciated covers
and cancellations in his early collecting days. His collection to-day is a veritable
mine of valuable information for the student of our early Postal History. He has
many fine things but none | admire any more than his unique cover with the
goc. of 1860.

On January 27th Mr. |. B. Seymour is giving a display from his world-famous
collection of Great Britain at the International Philatelic Union. The meeting is
at the Essex Hall, Strand, and commences at 6.30 p.m. Visitors are welcomed.
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MY REFERENCE COLLECTION.
No. 13.
There is a re-entry to be found on
the 1o rappen of 1854-59. It takes the

form of a slight double print in the
inscription FRANCO at the top. In the

Swiss Re-entry.

enlarged illustration, the effect of the
re-entry can just be discerned in some of
the letters. The actual stamp usually
shows up the variety more easily.

It 1s not a valuable item and only of
interest for the specialist. However, it
is the type of stamp one may easily
have the pleasure of finding in an odd
lot.

NOTES AND NEWS
FOLKESTONE CONGRESS NEWS.

The Entertainment Committee have
drawn up a provisional programme pro-
viding for an Official Reception by the
Mayor and Corporation at the Leas Cliff
Hall on the first evening (June 8th,
1937). Other attractions are, a trip to
Canterbury, a trip to Sir Philip Sassoon’s
garden at Port Lympne and the Cinque
Flying Club and a visit to Dover Castle.

AIR MAIL SOCIETY CELEBRATES.

The Air Mail Society celebrated the
25th Anniversary of the Aerial Post at
a dinner held at the Cafe Royal, London,
on October 28th.

The guest of honour was Sir Walter
Windham who first proposed the idea

of special Coronation Flights in 1911.
The gathering was a distinguished
one and speeches were made by Sir
Herbert Samuel, who was Postmaster-
General in 1911, and Sir Alan Cobham,
the famous airman. The Dowager
Viscountess Downe was the Chairman.

PHILATELIC CAR.

A reader has written, telling of a
unique stamp collection: 11,000 postage
stamps pasted on a saloon car! It took
five girls about six weeks to complete
the task and not an inch of paint is
visible on the body of the car. The
stamps have been coated with clear
shellac, so that mud and rain does not
affect the specimens.

Now you know what to do with
your duplicates!

Stamp Collecting, Nov. 21st, 1936.
PARIS EXHIBITION.

The revised prospectus is not yet to
hand but is expected to be ready in the
course of the next week or so.

NEW SANABRIA CATALOGUE.

Mr. Nicolas Sanabria sends us an
advance copy of his catalogue of Air
Mail stamps which is rapidly becoming
known as the standard for aerophila-
telists. This work was formerly pub-
lished by the Scott Stamp and Coin Co.,
but was taken over by Mr. Sanabria
last year.

The book 1s remarkable for the
wealth of information and number of
illustrations. Prices are quoted for mint
and used singles and mint blocks of
four.

We use this catalogue as our reference
book for Air Mails and can, therefore,
recommend it as a valuable book.

Published by Nicolas Sanabria, 17,
East 42nd Street, New York, U.S.A.
Price $2.00 cloth bound and $4.00 De
Luxe edition.




434 South Grand Ave.,
Fort Thomas, Ky.

Sept. 6, 1939,

Mrs L, B, Mason,
104 Cranford Ave.,
Cranford, N.J,

My dear LgB,:

He - yours of the 6th, I have seen two stampless covers
with the "40" in eircle, @One is addressed to San Franeisco and
has the red "New York Auge 27" - black "40" and curved "Paid"
in red, My memo fails to show who owms this cover, but I think
it must belong to Knapp.

Knapp also owvms a stampless cover addressed to New York with
red "Pan & San, Fran, S5,8," and black 40 in ring,

Elllott Perry has a single 5¢ 1847 off cover with this same 40
with ring in blacks Quite & nice little item and the only one I
have ever seen, I find no indication of yeayr on either of above
covers, but surmise the "Ang 27" must ve 1BZY, The Pan San is
Jan 15 and 1s more likely 1851 than 1850 because I don't recall
oiT hand seeing the Pan San ‘ag early as Jan 165, 16550,

®he ringed 40 i1as evidently cuite searce, I do not believe
Jssup has one and I doubt if Wiltsee ever saw one. He don't know a
thing sbout New York markings though he prétends to lknow all sbout
everything,

Regarding your cover - I note it is dated "S,P. Sep 30, 1849",
On fage is apparently "Free < Thos Hurley = M.C.," This is strange
as California was not & state at this time, hence had no member of
Congress, Perhaps this Hurley might have been a member of Congress
from some castern state on a trip to Californies, and didn't the
law recite the franking privilege was only extended -~ During @Gorgress
and tidrty dayds before and thirby days after each gossion? I expect
this is the explanation, You could find out by writing Washington
if & Thos Hurley was a member of Congress in 1849,

The "8,840 " 'salled from S,Fy on Oct, 1, 1849 with the U, 8,
Mail, Carhart has a cover which went by this mail and in Volume 2
of my book is an illustration of this postmark of "S,F. Oct, 1" with
a black "40" in small rectangle, Surely your letter went by this
steamer -« but it was o wharf letter - not put in S.F. P.0.

If other letters by same mail were so franked and marketl Free and
g0t by 0.K, it meant that the offieials of P,0, 2t 5,F, were not
conversant with the law whereas this letter reached a P,0, first at
New York whers they did know the law hence treated it as unpaid
and 40 cents due, You know if any post office rechgnized a letter
a8 properly pald or franked it had to be so delivered,  Probably
New York noticed other lotters franked as per yours but had to let
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Colleceors. Chib

Telephone -

ALPS- 2423 CRanford 6-0962
. ) LAURENCE B. MASON
104 Cranford Avenue
= Cranford, New Jersey

September 4,1939.

Dear Stanley: '

War or no war I guess stamp collecting will go on
and collectors will still discuss matters of interest as in this
casa.

' Plate 44L in your secondvolume of the Ic IB5SI lists
e cancellation black 40 in eirecle found on letters from New York
to California prior to July I;IBSI. TWould you be surprised %o
'

learn I never saw & cover with this mark until I secured the

encloged.

’

You will note the letter is dated San Freneisco Sept
30,1849 and is marked Free by & M.C.,Thos Hurley,I think,but was

’ r

not placed in the San Francisco Post 0ffice being cerried outside
of the regular mail where it received the 40 marking}unlessIV am

wrong,upon arrival in New York in which case the M.C.frank wes not

’ ’

recognized.
I think a2 steemer sailed on Oct.Ist,I849 end strange b

’

say I have seen another letter from this correspondence where the

M.C.frank was acoepted and the letter stamped Free and in eddition

2 & &Y

postmarked in black San Francisco Oct I, (I849) .

Have you any record of letters from ﬁew York to Cal.with
this bleck 40 and on whet dstes; were the letters postmarked with
Hew York.

4

Please reply at once ag my exhibit at the A.P.S.Convention

’ ’ ’

will inelude the enclosed cover.
4

With kindest regards) Sincerely yours)
]

S

O = -zt



434 Scmth Grand Aves,
Fort Thomas, xy.

: 123 Tenth Ave,, :
sa. amluton. l;\u.
AMy dear Mo w.u;

I an roenrni ‘herewith the vertical wr of thn One Cent 1851

B iou 50 lindly smt me in yours of the lst.

- but surely not plate seratehes, -

< which pane it comes from mch less eny elue as t0 the positions bu::‘y,%

= T 1 am plaautl to report to yeu that your analysis was parreetly
gg?ﬂt as thi.a u am«a qu:!.te a nito palr from the an em Plato :
80. : ¢

I hurﬁ.ly ratulate you on yomr clever ogis,’ 'rho ahn.ao

gt the pair int gt all umsuel, in feet it is t the ususal
Plate 2 shede"™ and would lead no one to mmt t might come from

,‘ Plate S« I note carefully the different plating marks you noted,
‘but you failed to mention a very important feature « the small
% Mlgml W eracks below the bottom row stamp,

.. This bottom vow position has several :.woﬂnt p].ating marks but
1ts principal one for ready identification is the seratch at tog
per diagram encloseds I am sure I never saw a copy of this positilon
before « further I never saw a bottom row position before with :
diagonal smrfece cpracks, Those are dennj.tcly cracks - very fine, §éu.

) I"arther I have navecr geen a duplicate of the 9th row position P 4
h;.ve no record of a stamp ahoving the ddentical markinga 1n the "o"
ol Oonee 4

% was thererore m!wh plmed to seo thia pair and befnro re
A,,,;:l.t I very carefully made some fine enlarged pmtoe - meamrmnts ata.
.rc:- future mfermu.

1 am soroy that this i about all I can tell vows I have no ides
‘thank heavens it is a peir and not & single from the bottom rowe g
phnﬁﬂsrtpbl will indeed be useful in the future.

‘I do th:.nk it was ‘indoed quite renm'lmble that you were able te

- mn ify this item, It pleases me imuensely to realize that perhaps
% did put in \;ook gome useful information for anyone who eared to

| l'lmdy the One ‘and to use their brains,

x will: rmara ycm several prints of my negative- in the near fu ” i
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September 1,1939

Mr, Stanley, B, Ashbrooke
424 S, @rand Ave,
Fort Thomas, Ky.
Vy dear Mr, Ashbrooke;
I hope I am not trespassing too greatly upon your time with

my very frequent letters and requests for confirmetions concerning various stamps
you have been 8o good as to examine for me,
Presuming again, therefore, upon your good nature, I am sending for your
examination another item I believe and hope will be of real interest and value to
you., It is a pair Scott #31 Type II imperforate that I think comes from the bottom
two rows of PlateIII. I cannot fit it into either Plate I orII and certainly notlsiste
IV, May I ask for your confirmetion of my analysis, :
This pair is the property of Mr, Wm, V., V., Bacon of St, Albans, W. Va. who
has very kindly loaned it to me for exhibition purposes and I am sending it to you at

his request,
The special characteristics I have noted in this pair are as followsj
A guide dot between the 8th & 9th rows- No dots supposed to be in the space,

9th row copy=- Blur at top of design
Slight short transfer at bottom
Blurs and scatches in O of One and below N & O in white border
of label,
A guide dot between 9th & 10th rows

10tk row copy- Blur at top of design
Sratches in ornaments W¥X*Z gnd below right full plume

Egge of plate apparently 14} mm below bottom of design
Guide dot 5 mm below L.R. plume and approximately 1% mm to the right of the
right edge of the design,

I sincerely hope this pair comes from pPlate III and may be of some assiss-
tance to youg;n vour reconstruction of Plate III

~,

Yours sincerely

Eovin 07 Wt

Edwin A, Wolf
123 Tenth Ave,
South Charleston, W, Va,
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434 South Grand Ave. »
Fort Thomas, Ky.

AuSC al‘t' 19590

Dr, Andres D, Cruz,
113 Avenida Alcoy,
Alicante, Spain,

Dear Doctor:
Your letter of the l4th received.

The "N A 1" found on letters from this country to
Cuba, was a Cuban applied marking, no doubt handstamped
at Havana, I do mot think I have ever heard the oxact
meaning of this marking, but I Judge it was a Cuban
domestic postage due. ﬁail from this country to points
in Cuba could not be prepald to destination, that is,
to include the Cuban domestic.

The rate was 10¢ to Havana « (2500 miles, 20¢ for
distances above 2500 miles) but as I understand, the
Cuban domestic was collected from the addressee,

We had no postal treaty with Cuba at that period
whereby mail could be forwarded from the origin in one
country to the destination in the other, It has been

ested that the "N.A.," meant "North America" but whether

g is correct I do not knows The marking was applied in
black and blue,

I am enclosing youaa circular regarding my latest book,
which contains quite & bit of information on the U, S.
postal markings of the period up to 1862,

Sincerely yours,
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Telephones: 3-6197 3-6198

HARRY D. ULLERY

Coal, Coke and Mason Supplies
SOUTH BEND, IND.

Office and Yards:

318-319 South St. Peter Street July 15,1939

Mr Stanley B Ashbrook
434 South Grand Ave
Fort Thomas, Ky

Dear Sir:

1 am sorry for not answering you letter of
April 22nd sooner but I have been spending consider-
able time at the lake and leave all of my correspondence
neglected,

The last time I wrote you we weee talking about
! my sending you some 5¢ Orange-browns to inspect I will
send them later'ags I have them in a vault at the bank
and it would be inconveint to get them at this time,

I hope to meet you personally in the near
future and if you are ever in this vieinity I would
deem it a pleasure to have you drop in.

Thanking you for your very kind letters and
assuring you that I will econtact you in September, 1 am

Yours truly,

e Banccs

HUD:CAS



Published by the Noiey Carrier’s Book and Stationery Co,, 87 B ru St., 64 and 66 Long Wharf,;8an Francisco, Cal.
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Henry Scott, Esq.,
Coopers Town, N.Y.

Dear Sir:

My mind will revert occasionally to the scenes of
my childhood in your beautiful village and among my most
pleasant and agreeable recollections are those connected
with yourselfl and family, I wish you and family the
compliments of the season with many returns of the same,

I am pleased to inform you that I am in good
health and prospects with me are favorable, I have been
three times rich, once in Arkansas, and twice here and now
prospects good for the fourth, and when I accomplish i%,

I will visit "Home again™, “?iease present my highest ree
gards to Mrs, Scott and accept for yourself muech esteem,

Your friend,
Je m. Lynde

Ps S¢ I have had the pleasure of hearing from you
through my sister, Mrs, Babcock, Just as I am closing
our old friend Erastus Sparrow stepped in and I teld him te
whom I was writing, He requests me to give his respects,
The old man is very rich and looks about as he did in the
"Green Store".

Yours in haste,

Jde Be L
. 2 o ﬁ_ﬁfm



. Nov. 17, 1988,

-Dr. Carroll Chaso.
% Chase Bank
41 rue Cambon,
- Paris, Francn.

Dear Doc:

Your two letters of the 24th and Sth recéived. I
sent you the two deluxe copies via express about a week ago
_‘and neo doubt you have received them by this timo.”_r

Regarding Tuffts "Premieres", From time to time I
eross swerds with Clark on this subject without causing him
~enough irritation to rub my name from his list of Triends, I
am quite sure if I have a little patience Hugh will coue
around 0,K, and put the "samples" where they belong. The
chences were never better than they are at present, Hugh is
no longer in the stamp business and Luff is dead, So what?
I dontt think Hugh gives a tinker's damm about these labels snd = *
personally don't give a rap whenothagyapeeppiaedd in the )
catalogue, In the past he feared Luff,and other dealers . :
‘brought mueh pressure, Now he has no strings tied to him, and
~he told me last June that he thought he would tell both storiea
‘when he wrote this section of the new Luff book = our story and
Luffts and let readers form their own conélusions,I told that
was 0.,Ko with mes The chaneses are we will move to. NGW'York in
the near future and when located there I will have plenty of
.opportunities to talk to Hugh and explain fully to him how silly
the Luff tale really is, I am enclosing copies of some. oerrespondbnne
I had with him last Angust, I doubt if I senbt you copies of this
before, I think you vill get a kick out of tha letter I wroto :

Just betwaen ourselvea it was 1nt1matad to me' about
year ago that Ward would like to make some srrangement with me M
to join his "organization". I really considered such an arrange~
mant because I had about eome to the conclusion I would either
ci all stamp work and go back into the brokerage business, or

,go with some dealer who had plenty of money, But the more I
thought sbout Ward the more I became convinced his ways were not
my ways and that any eonnection I would make with him.would be a.

very great mistake, I am quite sure you are thinking, thank i ¢
“God Btan did not commit such & sill { acty Am I righh? IT-am & -
§oing to locate somewhers close to New York and operateas a free

ance with no strings, Of course I will not have any office and
will operate from home a2 I em now doing, Perhaps you nay come
back home, I think we could co-operate to very great advantaga‘
Think 1t over,

Regarding Ward, I eertainly do recall the Valley Ferge
stamp and Wardt's story of it, No I could not imagine Philip- - .
returning any money to anyone under any circumstances, Mongy'is
his God, I am guite sure you recall my attitude toward him in the
early years of the 1920%'s, At that time I never condesccnded to
even speak to hime I thought he was a louse, -

Don't bother about the two books I sent you until suoh a
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Dr, Carroll Chase - Nov. 17, 1938,

for them,

‘time as it is perfectly éonvehient.'jnarry'chnfkad £5.00 each

When I first glaneed at the Crocker sale eatalogue I
noted the 5¢ 1847 deseriptions and sald teo myself - Who but Doe
counld write such deseriptions - later I found your name at the

~head of the catalogue, I knew damn well no one but you eould

name the year shades of the 5¢ 1847, Shortly after Jessup sent me .

‘one of Colson's monthly circular letters and unless I am terribly

mistaken that louse took an awful erack at you, You cert
are a sourece of great irritation to the Boston red head, Jessup

. eould not imagine to whom Colson referred, I enclose yon & copy of
 this blast, In the second paragraph I judge he refers te wy praise
“of the Newbury eollection in the One Cent volumessy - = = =

Note third paragraph - this refers o you, not 1o me, be=
cause I never msde a single comment on any “Sgoclal;nrintinga". He
clacses you as an "Alleged American Authority” whose services were
ergaged to assist in preparing a eatalogme, Vhat a d = 8 = 0= b,

‘that stinker really is, Some day I am going to bust him in the s

teeth, Did you expertize that 7¢ Speecial printing?

. I thought the average condikion of the Crokker collection
wes lousy and who but Colson put e2ll this junk in Crockertg collection,

I suppose Colson wasg sore because you called attention that eertain
‘lots were marked "W,H,C." s DR )

. Re = yours of the 24th, THb last peport from Harsy practically
all coples of Volume 1 and 2 had been sold, When one considers

there were 1200 coples of each volume printed I think it is rather

remarksble all would be sold, I hope fhey will reviwve interest in
Harly U, 8. God knows we need some stimlant very bad to off-
get the eraze over 20th Century, T R R

I never had any idea you still owned your Territerials, If
I had known you still owned them I would have welcomsd the chance

4o 1ist and 1llustrate any you could have sent me, I wonder if-you
would be willing to sell any of these? If so send me & buneh of 1d

and 3¢ with net prices to me marked and T am sure I can place quite
e few, Also send me any express items you care to sell, also any :
other Calirornie or western items. How about "Via Nicaragua' covers?
Have you any at present?® ‘ ‘ :

Re = that "Oot 51" yeab-date, ~Perry owns your old l¢ cover
and he has & 3¢ 51 0,8, with "Jan 51", It is pessible the "0ct 51"

‘actually meant "Oct 51" and it was used in Oct - ¥ov ~ and Dec., then

the "51" was not changed in Jan, 1852, It does seem stvange that the
16 of Oct and the 15 of Jen, were both transpesed. Why not the "14" ‘
mabEkdge"Jan., 41" or the "25th" - making "52", It is jusf possible the

"Oct 51" meant "Oct 1851", I'1l leave it to you. v ;

' Regarding the Pald 3 - Pigure 44 F = page 120 = Volume 2,
This 1s a Type II - Plate 2 - an unsealed envelope - addpessed to
Center Sandwich, N,H, It is in black, Chances are it was a Diece
of eirenlar mail with origin unknowm, On the other hand it may have
been s drop (but it was not sealed) from Center Sandwich, It ie im
the Newbury collection, I think it iz 0K, Note your book =~ page 228,
The Braltleboro is similar, ' ‘ R
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I gertainly did spend many hours tracing postal markings,
It is very tedious work and everyone in Volume 2 is from my pen,

I wish I had known you had kept up your list of year-dates
ReRe?'s - Paékets, ete, Ve might have published much additional
information, I do wish you were baeck in this eountry,

I eertai:g{ would like to see your 10¢ 1847 with an on
marking, What s of a rate could it be? Only thing I can ¢
of is a use after April 1st, 1856 after the 47's were obsolete,

I nearly wrecked myself doing this work both physicelly and
finaneially and while I would like to do the 1847's I would not
consider tackling the job without your co-operation and joint
authorshipe I have your 1847 article and I often refer to it and
recommend it to others, It is a grand pieee of work and it should
be revised and brought up to date. But suech work pays no dividends
but regquires a sacrifiee of time and money, If such a work was
undertaken it would only be proper te include Perry's plating of the
10¢. I have done a lot of checking on his work but so far I have
not found a single mistake,

It sure would be nice if we lived in the sawme town and

» American Philately would certainly benefit and I think we could make

plenty of money.
My best regards, in which NMildred wishes to join,
As ever,

Yours ete.,



454 South Grend Ave«, Tyl
- Fort Thomas, o e

Aug,. 10, 1959.

| Dzv, camll cmao, a
41 rue Cambon, = :
. ZChnoBank L e
‘ Pﬂl’iﬂ. F!.‘ance‘

Dear Doc: :

: Refnrring to mine of the 51:11 I am oncloaing you a
copy of the Souren booklet heraﬂ.th. You will note the ex~
‘planation of their examination of the Knapp "shift", I had ©
Knapp svbmit this stamp to qun; You will recall Perry :Ln
on record thot this stamp is a "pank fake", ouite naturally
. the Souren opinion. will not dq ne | any haru, also his poﬂﬁmvo

‘gtatement the plates "were of eopper'. ‘However I do not \
want you to think that I congides Sm:ren's finginge ac final
“An any sensoy . That stenp is & gqueer bird and vwhile I think :
4% 43 germuine, I would'not bet any great. sum I was righty

: least it dis ce ﬁu be thcmght right and Per:-y wronge

TN mt T am really senﬂing this book to you for is
see the way Souren has put Colson on the spot - uote the 1!
:: 50 Mm'tin in Wawm'a own hand wrwing. e : :

PR T i want y'au to especia:l.ly note bHe. 50¢ 1869 movar Qn pag.
: 46. Souren has pronounted this a fake, I exauined this ém

.. mbout a month ago - - but only casually < just looked at it for BE e
g few moments, At the time, I did not even lknew it had been R

submitted to Martin and ny mpr&agim wes that it was good in
spite of the fact I was told several "experts" in New York hed
declared 1t a fake, The red lew York on face is the ragular
. New York foreign mall merking but the exdhange marking ab .
. bottom does not showe I there was originally a 30¢ 1869 on
_this eover, the exchange mark should have been B, or € cents,
(Af the Pate originally wes 15¢ then the figure at bottom 4n the
‘MY Postmark should have been "3" or & cents, Note the R.Y. &
“date 1s "Augs 2A" (1869). Now note the French marking in
W. This reads, "Btats Unis - 21 Aout €69 « Pags I'ry e
I was told Ghis Mch postMm pronounced
, Raw York, 0f course the

‘expl _ : : ench Packot marking
aprlled on board at Bew Ycrk on receipt of the mall from the
New York Post 0ffice, I am quite sure thisg marking means « .
"Vn&te& States by French Packet to Havre” bmt I an not sure ‘what
the "iiS 2" means, - I surmise that it signifies the wartimﬂar L e
ship which carried this mail. 1 note in the Yvert "Catalogue des
Estampilles - 1989 editlon" that this marld.ng is mted on page-
418, ‘rhis 113!:1:)3 is as followaf' 5 % T R

AN) "Ksats - Un:L,l = Page’ Fr. ‘Grest. . -
() W LN e - Brept i Ro
glac S s " Fr. Le Havre -

D) ®w v i s SR Py 8 18 . Bavre 2
B B R R (ou 2)
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454 South Grand Ave,,
Fort Thomas, Ky,

Aug, 5, 1959,

Dr, Carrol Chase,
41 ™e Cambon,
Paris, France,

My deaxr Doc$

I cortainly wish to apologize for the delay in replying
%o your several letters, tut this has been a rather strenuous
sunzer and I have had so mich to do I have had to let sll
personal correspondence slide, Thanks f'or your nice letter of
the 24th whieh was much appreciated by Mildred as well as
mﬂemo

Tracy wasg slightly misinformed as it was lMildred's
mother who pasped away the last of Junes, She was a grand woman
and a wonderful mothere-inelaw and her death was almost as great
a shotk o moe as it was to Wldred, I lost my mother in 1927
and my father in 1929, 1o doubt you remeriber both of them,
Nildred was an only child and she and her mother were unusually
close as her father died when Mildred was only fifteens Her

mother!s death was very sudden and we were entirely unprepared for

its ©She went to the hospltal, to have what we all considered an
operation which would surely not result as fatal, It was to
sever the "Righh Werve" at the baseé of the brain, back of the
right ear, The operatlion, wes we were told, a complete success
but she suddenly expired about three hours after they had taken
her back to her room after the operation,  About the only reason
the doctors could assign was a sudden stroke in another part of
the brain, It was a most wmsuvael case, and for this reason I
thought you might be interested,

Regarding Stiless Whille I have no interest one way or the

other my inclination is to slde with the U, Y,Timese I Tesent
English dealers coming over here and taking AmericannCollections
over there to sell back to use If this sale was in NJY. I would
attend but of course I can?t go to London and hence I won't bid
on a things To bid by mail at aunctions is the biggest sap atulf
in the world, Therefore I hope the sult which Harmer has filed

-

W
against the N.Ye Times will fall down flat,

resented the gossip Colson and others were spreading
that you wrote the entire Crocker Catalogues I told Stiles this

was a lie -« that you only wrote the 1847-1851 and 1857 section and

that Harmer had no right to give the impression you had written
the whole thing,

Back of Stiles is Souren and take it from me he is the
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Dr, Carrol Chase « Aug. 5, 19394

slickest rattle snake who has ever been in the gtamp game,

Charlie lMekeel in his palmiest days was & mere amateur beside

this fellow Souren, I keep on the good glde of him becaunse

Af he is your enemy he is pofson itself, I would just as soon

have the devil on my tail as Souren, Jif there is anything in
hypnotic powers, then Souren has e full measure because he
unquestionably hypnotizes those who swear by him, My guess is

that Harmer will never get very far in that sult with Souren in

the background, If they knew the true situation they would lay off,

I can't write you the details but you should see the way
Souren is going for Colsons For the first time in his life
Colson has been placed on the defensives Ior yesrs he has been
going sround calling everyone & ¢rook and pronouncing many
covers, etc, as "fakes", It soems that Colson tried to take away
from Souren his sgtar customer <« one Bradley Martin of New York,
This is the chap o whom Souren gold the Crocker block of four
1869 inverts to ab a price of {85,000, and this ligure was not
DhONY e

Souren had Martin get a whole mess of stuff from Colson,
then Souren turned the material over to his "Experts" and a number

of the itenms wereé reported to Le repalred » re-periorated - grills
ironed out - and Taked covors, Souren has just issued an iflustrated
booklet reproducing Colson's bills .etes ete, and photos purporting

£o show the Traudulent itens,

You can well imagine how Warpen is taking this stuff, Can
you imagine the great Celson being accused of selling fake items?
If you wish I'1l send you one of the Souren booklets, lLet me know,
Take a tip from me Doc and be very careful in any dealings you
might have with Souren, If vyou write him be wery careful what you
put in a letter, He has every dealer in Nassau &t,; scared to
deat h and he is eausing a lot of them to refund money on fake stuff,

While ho is polson itself I do believe some good will
result because, as you well know, some dealers have been getting
away with muprder for years, Take that erook Hardy in Chicagos, The
stuff that bird hag pulled smells to the sky and Delieve me Doc,
Jakels assoecliation with Hardy is no credit to Ernie,

A% present wé have no plans cbout moving to New York,
Conditions over here have béen bad since the first of the year and
with a presidential election in the offing I figured the sanest
thing to do was to sit tight and not rock the boat, ¥While I an
not setting the world arire I am at least keeping busy and managing
to make a livings I do koow I could do mueh better in llew York
but I do not want to take a chanece moving down there and running
into a period when the real buyers lay off and refuse to buy
anything,

One more word about Stiles, Do not worry beceause I never
did have any intention of disclosing €o him or anyone else any
comnents from any of your letters,

I was down to llew York in May and had quite a chat with
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High clark at whzeh omrarance his wlto wos preaent. As you '
.vell know she wears the pants and she told me positively the
"Augusts" would not be taken out of the catalogue or albums,
Inasmuch as it is a waste of time to argue with a woman I
promptly dropped the subject, After all it is nothi ng
© 1ife.,  You inquired about the Augusts - 30¢ 84# and ] 09!. 0 -
the 24¢, Umued copies which we know po i come from the
. "sample Sets" sent to Europe are all 1n a dirremnt color than
~ the regular used coples of the 242 Violet, * In fact we have
no used co 1.00 of the sample No more than we have used
JR : - “used 24¢ Violets are simply early
shades of the dssue stmps and are in tho same class as 3¢ Pinks -
or 5/ Buffs, To call a used 24¢ Violet a "Premiere" is juz‘b as
lﬂ.ly as to calla 5¢ Pink a Premiex‘o. : s

The smplg sete were aont to Eumpe early 1n Auguss of
18b1, before the rogtnarly :!.aauod" platea yore laid downe

: I doubt if Clark fears ang demands at this late. day for
rerunds. Besides even if a perso pressed guch a domand he would
nave no grouwnd to gtand on because the "Samples" were not fakes

- and the only thing about them is that they were never issued by
the U, 8, P, 0o Ds¢ T have not been up %o Chicago for over a
year so have not seen any of youwr material, Jake mentioned he
had some of your Western covers, If this is true and you have any

- for sall. I can place thoms I am especially keen Tor a.ny "Noisy
Carriers” or "Via mcaragua itemn.

- Herewith I am sending you the 3¢ 1857 photos. I have
had these laid aaide for you for monthse

Mildred joins me 1n bast rogards and best wishes. :




\’l ‘W_/@A_J.u.)v*ﬂ @W

s 39




Cancn WrlBpa o, Pl
Mo e P (el

%‘\M@M'

~

W PR e T T e e
ToX @u wrany ‘ - e s

e G A Loely  avel o
e

W&‘DM’\;? %’\W%,M
S bk @k o s WML N PR C 3 @) peker. B
WT | Wemecseot | g Rk poon gmeuwdol Ciha T mad by M.&
SNV Wl S o |

i SR L > e i ot bbbl LS iy o
B et L Ma"e’ﬁ‘—‘-“x \&"a‘-“"\' W Colllicf i, g

Ly
ot | NFWJ“”M&—
< Ly e ek Moloaie CGamin N KX et panbont,
hogamee N U et W%@&Lk@mw?
W\“‘w—l,{n ey, B, hesT D Canan B0 o.u;A',__\
r Mammisinin = oo ofhan, AT Aninat G’MCS“QMM
R e VR Lo AR e e e N G R Wi S
Tha, (Seriicafa |

&’AMWM““‘*\(AMM




ntead @ Ea Ea% S

O R i T oK R o~ T 1861  caae, S I &(\ ;; , ( WW
anea X Ak URR. afemal-anf

o e SR 3f>d H-l«.c »&ae{ A Nebun wadlr whaa W RINAE KN &,4 (>0 Mg.z
W M MuE PRQ 4 AU N2 a A Qg t Mrk—M LM ael a-k M

é:,u-g/\..k 2, Ds éﬁw\’ M (VR S LMW , & ,aq' }ﬂ,@_’? S

e S e s e uw.tp( - Ziaer el , el axa,\..ﬁ" Wia L s, @
” !
) MQML&Q TIETRI e e uooj 2oay L C%d (@) P AT (.;Lg

Y el TR A Q‘Iﬁ—rgu- o oY 3. wan T 8k W,,—_ Za 37 eeantad
- bl T Cowlinra il R, oRe  ale

Mo i semey BBR R SR o ‘ 4 “
T_CQAAA.""J/\G’\M S j q‘éw

PERAPES I POEwR

348 Mt ek T hotp an D weny —
Do =g a;}:a,g TR '““L& 1 i
SRSV VO A S - TR
s /\‘LA—P‘—-M 1€ XIJ“M o &u’:(‘(‘-:‘* %MNM —C“u.«..-_t




.
—

Gol o e eeiieBomes  wslin £ Gnen oo
Rl ! MMNI\Mu resy,

3/3%);.0.1.\ 5 T e 1S Al N B
Gurorissas, Goepuse. N—X da MW.
wiada sk Nmn msat] € cbenge Y e Al
G«‘MWHM,M T wrt o
P sl Clamon.  worl  awgplily Ua @a
adion e Ak ced el ey T &

3/\-&....8-1\"5\6&.-_:_..5, atde Cahoom & T el
ST T @’Eu. e SRS QRN POy |
T STy § MMW\M%M,MM
cwnet, wmmnie e LA D LR eat ke R can
Mo anefadl | R M“‘”“(ﬂ‘l«*ﬁ’\uw

Foe Ralral,  w CalBl A st pul s BT
WS A~ O R Caen N cvm, St bose o
ARue T MT‘X‘T"







PERSONAL.

¥r.

Ldgar B. Jessup,

#1475 Powell Street,
Ozakland,

California.




(Copy)
Dear Stan:- June I4th/39

I note some misstatements in your article in STAKPL about Via Nicaragua
covers and I think best to set you right. (STAMPS June 19/39) 3

On page #375 you say that those certain covers(two to be exact) were repre-
sented as "genuine in every respect". As a matter of fact I offered these two ,
covers with several others to Mr, B. L. Voorhees and pointed out that the stam
arpeared to have been placed on two of them,(or replaced), He did not esgree wits
me and sent the let to Mr, Wiltsee without calling attention to this. On the
cover bearing the pair of 3¢ 1851, have Mr, Dull's written guarantee and the
ether cover bearing the 107 Green came from Mr, Olin D. Clark of liartford, Comn
and St Petersburg, 4la. Lull sent me a similar cover to the last but it was in
poor condition soc 1 destroyed it.

Later HpidWiltsee said the Via Hicaragua cancellations were bad, He return-
ed the covers to Voorhees, who sent them to you and you wrote Voorhees that
of the covers inecluding the 37 pair were CK. except the 10¢ green cover to whieh
I called attention in the first instance. Then 4d, LKnapp wrote Voorhees that he
did not sgree with Wiltsee and bought all four of the covers in two lots just
to back his opinion. Because there had besn 8o many conflicting opinions about
this matter, 1 sent you word you could remove the stamps and sell them all as
you thought best, The covers were just as 1 bought them, all reports to the
contrary. However, it is worth nothng that you contradicted your own opinien
in saying they were 2ll CK. except the l10g cover and then you later said that
two covers were not right, What is the value of such an opiniom?

I also note in your srticle that you have formed a research grupp. lhis
is commendable but vou mayv have also noted that UNCLL poAM Tm 5 formed a research
Group headed by Attorney General Murphy assisted by " men, As a result the
Newspapers say that Al Capone, Prendergast and many more of the same sort are
spending their time at Alcatrag, Atlanta, etec. efec.

Perhaps it may interest you to know that certain parties have discovered
that you concezled the facts about your valuable stampe collection when you
went thru Ezsnkruptey at Miami some time ago. It is reported that while you
were professing poverty, you were at the same time selling me hundreds of
dollars worth of your stamps, when I was in Miami and later by mail at Clear-
water, You also asked my advice &s to where you might sell others. Did you
complete your sale of the I0# plates to Ld., Jessup? Since I am asked to testify
when the case comes up at Miami this Fall, i learn that the penaltiy for PERjury
if it is so established;, is five to ten years at hard labor at Atlanta Peniten-
tary. Naturally I shell hate to see you go through with this trying situation,
for it will not only cost you from $5,000 to $10,000 to defend yourself but
you will also loose cast hilatelically and in addition I would not e surpris-
ed if Mr. Gus Mosler would be in Court and let out one of his loud uprearious

laughs.

Heve you any comments to make? e

Very sincerely yours




There are always T‘LD

—  [@ides to @ story,.

Hola




(Copy)

Dear Stan:- y June I4th/39
I note some misstatemé...%}n your article in STAMPS gbout Via Nicaragua
covers and I think best to set you right. (STAMPS June I9/39)

On page #375 you say that those certain covers(two to be exact) were repre-
sented as "genuine in every respect". As a matter of fact I offered these two
covers with several others to Mr., B. L. Voorhees and pointed out that the stambks
arpeared to have been placed on two of them,(or replaced), He did not sgree with
me and sent the lot to Mr, Wiltsee without calling attention to this., Cn the
cover bearing the pair of 3¢ 185I,I have Mr, Dull's written guarantee and the
other cover bearing the I07 Green came from Mr, Olin D. Clark of Hartford, Comn
and St Petersburg, #1la. Dull sent me a similar cover to the last but it was in
poor condition so I destroyed it. .

Later HpidWiltsee said the Via Nicaragua cancellations were bad. He rettrn.
ed the covers to Voorhees, who sent them to you and you wrote Voorhees that all
of the covers including the 3¢ pair were OK. except the 10g green cover to whicH
I called attention in the first instance. Then &d, Knapp wrote Voorhees that he
did not sgree with Wiltsee and bought all four of the covers in two lots just
to back his opinion. Because there had been so many conflicting opinions about
this matter, I sent you word you could remove the stamps &and sell them all as
you thought best. The covers were just as I bought them, all reports to the
contrary. However, it is worth noting that you contradicted your own opinion
in saying they were z2ll OK. except the I0¢ cover and then you later said that
two covers were not right., What is the value_of such an opiniom? '

I also note in your article that you have formed a research group. This
is commendable but you may have also noted that UNCLE SAM la s formed a research
Group headed by Attorney General Murphy assisted by "@2 men. As a result the
Newspapers say that Al Capone, Prendergast and many more of the same sort are

pending their time at Alcatraz, Atlanta, etc. etc.

: Perhaps it may interest you to know that certain parties have discovered
that you concealed the facts about your valuable stamps collection When you
went thru Bankruptcy ot Miami some time ago. It is repoyted that while you
were professing poverty, you were at the same time selling me hun@reds of
dollars worth of your stamps, when I was in Miami and later by mail gt Clear-
water. You also asked my advice as to where you might.sell others. Did you
complete your sale of the IO¢ plates to kd. Jessup? Since I am asked to tgstlfy
when the case comes up at Miami this Fall, I learn that the penalty for PmBjury
if it is so established, is five to ten years at hard labor at Atlanta Peniten-
tary. Naturally I shall hate to see you go through with this trying situation,
for it will not only cost you from 5,000 to $I0,000.to defend yourself but .
you will also loose cast Philatelically and in addition I wguld not be surpris-
ed if ¥r. Gus Mosler would be in Court and let out one of his loud uproarious

laughs.

Have you any comments to make?

Very sincerely yours




e,

JAMES S. HARDY

1426 CHICAGO AVENUE
EvaNnsTon., ILLINOIS

June I4th/39
Mp, H, L. Lindquist, Publisher, STAMPS MAGAZIN,
#2 West 46th Street,
New York City.

Dear Harry:-

As there are some mistakes in Ashbrooks article in STAMPS this week,
I thought you might care to read a copy of a letter I have today sent him,
I especially cell your attention to the last paragraph of my letter.

With best wishes, I am

Very truly yours

s



454 South Grand Ave.,
Fort Thomes, Ky.

Aug. 5' 1959‘

”. B. R' m@u
1251 Asbury Ave,
Evanaton, xils.

Dear rnie:

I showed Ireton the letter which Hardy sent me and have
talked the matter over with him, He advises me that this is a
clear case of slander and that I have a clear case against the
biz fat head f'or damages, I am therefore going to bring sult
sgainst Hnm and am thinking of having NacGui bring the suit
for me in eago, What is your opinion vegarding lHacGuffin
handling the casef Do you think he would be eapable of dolng sof
If so would you mind seeing him regarding it, or call him up
and see how he feels about it and 1f he has eny objectionss In
, order that you mlght be better informed, here are the facts,

Bverything I did regarding the filing of my bankruptey
potition was done under the supervision of Deppe, to whom I ine
troduced you, and who 18 Vice President of The FAfth Third Union
Trusy Coe All detalls of ny financial condition were known to
him and the steps I took were under his supervision with the
advice of the bank's cownel,

' No customers of my Iirm lost any money when I retired from

~ buginese and my indebtedness consisted of loans to the Fifth
‘Third Union Trust Co, and collateral loans to other local banks -

Before I filed my petition the bank canceled all my notes took

over the collateral and returned my notes to me, honce when I

£iled the petition the Pifth Third was not invoived in eny way

axd were not mentioned,

Hardy ceprtainly don't kmow what he was telking about because
the records in the case ere as clear as e hound's tooth, My
attorney in Miaml was one of the most prominent lawyers down there
and & close personal friend of my brother Claudes

~ Now ror what stayyps I am accus¢d of owning at the time the

potition was filed, The’qg:mt mortgage I put on the house in
Fort Thomas was in the fipring of 1920, At that time the home wee
in Mildred's name and was her property not only in name but in
fact as I had presentedd it to her sh ' efter we were married
at the sace time making provision for fott and Narjorie, At
tise of the mortgage J[ tyansferred to lildred all the atamps in
: ‘ : | you know whre not very menys The consideras

on of course being/the mortgage placed on her property, I sold
Mhtor Mildred's/ account stamps to the amount of approximately

9780 in the Spring Af 1934, and this ch ¢he records will show
was indor oveyr ohrnadmdnwwuu'mmwmnt ot the
bank in Fiemi hs I never had ar » 0 do with this money,
Hardy claims I alsq sold at that time largie amounts of staups to

Jessup, This is of' course untrue, In favt I rever met Jessup
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until 1935 when he atopped off in Cineinnati and thie was someo
gix months after I had filed my petition, 5o far as selling
him large amounts, such chatter is foolish as I doubt if Jessup
has mruvmmnehnkforomumu $£150,

s whole :I.ottw is & pack of lies and misrepresento-
tione and I not intend for one minute to permit hém getting
away with such mrr.

3 I never pronounced those Gibbons covers as genulne ap
Hardy states in the letter, He infers that I uu. thoy wore
genuine then reversed my position and sald they were fekes. To
even broadcast such information as this is damaging and u alone
a bagie for libel and black mail,

I do not think I will have any trouble in prov:
that Hendy sent this letter to @ in an effert to int te
me and to call me off from hav him publicly exposed and expelled:
rromtm A P,8, Allotwhiahz tend to do is it takes the
last breath in my body,. ,

Will you kindly discuss this matber with Paul and let me
hear from you ag soon ag possible, If Herdy's statements r:gardmg

Voorhees are true it would appear that Barmey's connection with
this case will certainly do him no goods

For fear you have no copy of the Hardy letter I am
encloslng you a copy.

With best regards,

Yours otGe,



454 South Grand Ave,,
Fort Thomes, Ky, :

Auge 5, 1939,

¥r, Harry L, Lindquist,

2 W. 46811 St..
New York, N,Y,

Dear Harry:

I enclose you copy of a letter I have today writien
to Ernie also copy of the letier Hardy wrote me some weeks
BfZ0e

I understand he sent you a copy of this letter, Will
{foubosoundutoinfommmothpr‘ s is true or not,
f 80 would you mind sending me the ' or & photostat of

samne?
Cordially yours,



AL LINDQUIST

PUBLICATIONS
2 WEST 46w STREET NEW YORE. H. Y.

, gk 1/29
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AL LINDOUIST

PUBLEIECATIONS
2 WEST 46w STREET NEW YORK, N.,Y,

Avgust 11, 1939

Mre Stanley Be Ashbrook
434 S, Grend Ave.
Fort Thomas, Kye

Dear Mr. Ashbrook:

Mr., Lindquist hes requested that
we forward to you the enclosed copy of a letter re=-
ceived here from Mr. Hardye

Sincerely yours,

q/f}“A{ jmana\

Ence

Phone: MEdallion 3-3715 Cable Address: LINDPUBS
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Stanley 5. Ashbrook,
434 S. Grand Avenue,
Fort Thomas, Kentucky.

Dear Stan,
I have two letters from you to answer, and I will in their order.

First, regarding Hill's postcard, enclosed herewith, I think he o
might have gone further. As near as I can make out, his soreness at you
is because you said to him that I said something or other about something
that he said, and he believes he is too much of an authority to be ques-
tioned by a punk like myself. He is a young chap with oveﬁflated €20,

I don't know about {.S5.C. paying, and I doubt if they do pay Irion
anything. Even if they ddf*they pay him too much. But my attitude on this
is drastically different than yours. I am in the stamp business; it is the
only source of living that I have today; I have to make it pay. I am not a
student to the general world. ‘The studies I do make are my hobby, and I
cannot afford to indulge in my hobby to the extent of presenting my only
production; i.e., articles on stamps, to a palpitating world without recom-
pense, 1 probably lose in the free exchange of information as & result of
it. I am perfectly willing to present my studies to serious journals, but
where the journal itself is being run for profit, I want a share in it.
Harry's business is publishing for profit and he is doing a damn good job.
The C.C.P. is being published for a limited audience and I wouldn't think
of asking them for any money if they should ever ask me for a story. S0
far, they haven't. Nor have they ever intimated that my contributions
would be welcome. (I am & member of the C.C.). If I were & member of the
A.P.S. I should probably give Kimble some work. He has asked me to join
so that he could publish my stories. I am just funny about it.

I am not trying to be selfish - I am just trying to maeke a living,
and it is hard lines no matter how you look at it. I started in the
stamp business without capital, end I em still thet way, but I &m trying
to get somewhere. I used to write for the love of it to get the publi-
eity. I don't make & cent out of PM and it takes about 1/6 of my full
time. I am inconsistent, so what?

Now, &8s to serious matters, let us go back to these four covers,
Following your markings on these:
I don't know why the half-wit who used them bi-sected them. 1 do

not believe that they were circulars. I think they were intended to be
letters. Possibly, as an officer's lady, she thought she was entitled to
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half rate or something., At any rate, the two covers with the ringed "5"
( A&D) are both from Washington, and I believe that this postage due
numeral was placed on there. ‘The BD on A I believe to be the earliest
Postage Due marking that I have ever seen, It has nothing to do with
the #rench PD, meaning PAID. That was an international marking, and so
far as I have been 8ble to establish, was used only in France and Ger-
many. I have no record of its being used in England, and I heve never
seen it applied in the U.S. I am convinced in my own mind that the PD
applied at washington signified Eostage Due,

Cover B was evidently accepted by the postmaster at Charlottes-
ville, virginia, as paid, in spite of the bi-sect. The "DUE 3" refers
to the forwarding postagg}in my opinion.

Cover C is a normal cover. If it had been addressed to the lajor
at Philadelphia, Pa., it, too, would have had a forwarding and a "DUE 3",

Apparently, these are all right; they may be faked, but they look
okay on the face of it. And apparently they are all stamped with the
right figures. Apparently, two of them did not get throusgh as bi-sects
and one. of them did. It is conceivable that the postmaster at Charlottes-
ville would have been dumber than his associate at Washington. W@what gets
me is why she should have used & bi-sect at all, Dbid she think she could
get away with it? Or was she trying to be funny? Or was she just writing
her husband for money? And then, again, maybe he wasn't her husband st all.
Oh, well, as you once said - this figurins out what somebody was thinking
about & generation ago! Referring to the Nicaragua mail, I am very hazy.
One thing, though, we must remember - that is, that where mail is carried
alonz a post road or on the same route already established, the minimum
charge permitted was the same as it would have cost by the other route.
This seems to have been passed on purpose to prevent vanderbilt from
carrying ship letters for less than 7¢, or,to }gﬁéét him %S?barry;letters
already stamped with B¢ to New York. I will write more fully aboWt the
Nicarague mail as soon as I have looked it up a little Dbit.

Of course, it was quite possible for some passenger to smuggle &
letter in and mail it for 3¢ from New York, or even scme member of the
erew, ‘'rhe chances are that a lot of passengers did it. Probsably, in
our family archives there are some from my great uncle that friends of
ours brouzht back and mailed., I seem to recall a couple of them. FTeess
These letterj however, are scattered now - some in New York, some in S5t,
Louis, and some of them burned up.

Another thing: & ship "breaks bulk" when she starts to unlo&d.
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A ship canr
customs' autl!
until &ll1l let
break bulk

As to beinz

by your reference, God forb
reT hinl nf 1moh ¢ +h 4 . N aw hat =« 1 oo nt
even think of such & thing., I knew what you meant.

such. to tell me you think even

have made 8 mistake or tw

Yours, £fc.,
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144 Providence Road
Charlotte, N. C.
August 7, 1939.

Mr . Sténley B. Ashbrook
Fort Thomas, Ky.

My dear MNr., Ashbrook:

Your courteous letter of June 20th has remained unanswered due to
a rush of work, followed by an illness of several weeks, and today
is my first effort to sit up and answer correspondence.

Am returning your two Csnada covers., These are similar to the
ones I wrote you about, and belleve that they clear up the situation
nicely. Appreciate your kindness in sending them for inspection.

Your recent article in "STAMPS" on the "Steamer Sierra Nevada" was
most interesting. Wish that I could be of help in compiling such ‘
data on Pacific steamers, however, in the event that the data you

are preparing is to be published, please enroll me as a subscriber

to the wvolume. ;

In Mr, Bartel's recent article in "STAMPS" about the stamped
envelopes, he probably did not mention my early date of the star
die due to it not being sent to him for inspection. Am enclosing
it for ypur records, so that you may record its date.

Am enclosing cover purchased last winter in Philadelphia as a 4la,
with New York Carrier, your type 46YY. However, on close inspection
it seems to me that this is a Type I, relief "C" from Plate XII, as
the bottom perforations still permit part of the design to be seen,
and partivularly the lower left ornament is undoubtedly a Type I.

Am I correct in my identification %

It would be impossible to tell you the enjoyment I am deriving

from your early stamp books, particularly Vol. II of the lec stamp.
You show so many interesting markings that I often wonder whether

or not yopu would be interested in seeing others of these types.

As an illustration, I have one of your so-called "bootleg" covers
from Russia, on Russian watermarked paper, addressed to Richmond, Me.
and postmarked with large, red "Boston 3 cts" with the SMALL PAID,
dated Oct. 3, (1851).

A "ROUTE 7309" on first issue stamped envelope, mailed to Natchez,
with mamiseript "Princess". Your "C" of figure 48JR.

San Franeisco Paid 6, on stampless to Philadelphia, type "o" 50-B.
In Mr., Perry's chapter on "Carriers" he notes usage in 1860 of the
perforated lec as carrier stamps. Am enclosing a cover with type V,

on Star Die envelope, dated Boston, WMs., Nov,. 7, 1860, black PAID.
Have a nice Philadelphia blue postmark on 3c imperforate, with no
carrier stamp, but marked with the red star, dated May 11.

Another cover with pair 3¢ Imperforates, postmarked San Francisco,Cal,
16 Dec. addressed to Albion, Mich. with two line oval marking "Too Late"
Pencil memo. enclosed 1listing this marking as "doubtful" and signed
"Cc" (evidently Chasél as memo. to him was from WFG (Goerner), asking
data on cover. "What is this Too Late ?

Perry says 1t is "Too Late" for Frisco sailing. Bowever, as ink is
different shade from postmark, I doubt it originatine at Frisco.
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An interesting and probably unusual cover of my group is addressed

to Halifax, Nova Scotia, with manuscript "pr Canada" bearing 3c
imperforate 1851, cancelled with large black "PAID" similar to the
Boston type, but having no townmark. Large numeral "5" on cover in
black. Evidently "collect 5 ¢". Did mall to Nova Scotla pass through
the malls contrary to the stipulated 16c postage agreement. It is
evident that the single 3¢ stamp paid postage to steamer, as the 5c¢ *
collect marking is the only other marking on cover.

What is the "N A" 1 (?) marking on covers to Cuba from US.

I have a Registered Letter receipt dated Aug. 13, 1858 from Edenton,
N.C. showing receipt of letter addressed to Phila, Pa., Messrs. Davis
& Bisney, and containing "$110.60", signed J.A.Fleetwood, P.M.

A cover to "Guadala jara" (Mexico ?) postmarked New Orleans, La.,
Jun. 15, 1860 (?) with single 3¢ perf. type II, bearing large black
3, and no other indication of postage. ‘

With further reference to my COC&PP cover from Denver. There were

8 or 9 covers in this "find", so I have just been informed, and I
have written for complete data as to dates, markings, etc. on the
other covers. Will send this data to you when assembled. However,

I have found that one of the Denver covers, marked COC&PP contained

a St. Joseph received mark, showing 6 day trip, then postmarked from
St. Joseph the following day, or an actual elapse of 7 days from

its original Denver marking.

Some time ago I recelved a courteous letter from Mr. Knapp, in reply
to my letter regarding the Denver cover. From his letter I believe
he is still "on the fence" about the Denver covers. Doubtless, from
the many covers that you have checked, your records are fairly sure
or certain on this issue, however, I am in hopes that the group of
covers above mentioned will throw additional light on the issue and
be of further help in this question. It is evident that the time
elapsed of 6 or 7 days for the journey is rather long, yet, 1t 1s
highly probable that such covers, intended for the trip by Pony, were
cancelled early enough to make the trip to Julesburg in ample time
for the Pony; then, as the Pony was usually somewhat late in arriving
at Julesburg, then they remained over. You and Mr. Perry both agree
on the fact that Denver covers were not carried by Pony, but by stage,
and doubtless you are correct - yet, there remains the fact that there
1s, or so reported to me, one cover with St. Jogeph received marking
showing 6 day trip, evidently arriving at night as it was postmarked
the following, or 7th day.

Appreciate your kind offer to send photograph of the "Pony" with the
St. Joseph postmark of Jun,20th (the date of my St. Jo. postmark);
but the cut in your Vol, II is ample for me. t is rather strange
that Mr, Knapp reported no Pony covers showing this St, Joseph date,
and that, evidently, the piece you pictured is the only one of this
date. Probably a stage arrived from Denver on this date, otherwise,
it is a coincidence that my cover shows this date - the first arrival
of the Pony following the Indian trouble.

Pur§ly for your records, I am also enclosing the cover with the two
strips of five each of éhe lc perforate stamps, with California



postmark,showing the plate flaw from Plate 7., This may be the cover
you mentioned having seen in New York, as it answers your description
falrly well, as the cover is not any too good in condition, yet I
think that the two strips of stamps are high above the average of

this issue, as the perforating is well centered. B
I am almost a "lone wolf" in cover collecting here, and as I have
never been able to determine values on such items, would appreciate
your comments, We well know that such a use is somewhat rare, and
that strips of five are also rare; then, such a use from California
adds considerable interest to the cover. Chase gave some quite
Interesting figures as to the relative value of strips as compared
with singles, which probably aprly to the lc stamps fairly well.

The cover cost me $25.00, and on showing it to a collector in another
city, I was immediately offered $50.00 for it. Will you please give
me your idea of its worth, not that the item 1is for sale, but purely
as a guide to me in future., My pleasure 1s in the actual collecting;,
with values meaning 1little, except where items are prohibitive in cost,
as I am limited largely in collecting many desired items by the cost.
My purse will not permit me to collect many desirable items, accordingly,
my small collection is limited to items that appeal to me in history,
usage, markings, etc., particularly such items that require much study
to completely unfold the story and usage.

Am enclosing the "Wells Fargo" cover mentioned in our recent letters.
In view of the rather peculiar circumstances surrounding this cover
may I request that you treat the matter confidentially. The cover
was legitimately purchased from Buckey, at the SPA convention in
Asheville two years ago, and following his criticism against me for
submitting to you the original group purchased from him. However, I
thought that my explanation on my motive for sending the Denver covers
to you had cleared the situation, as he had NOT requested the various
transactions be kept confidential., This cover was in a large group

of covers of the 1851-57 period, and I do not believe that he had
fully appreciated its usage, even though it was marked "Express" in
his notes on the back, Evidently, my correspondence with you on the
original lot of Denver covers had placed him in a "ticklish" position,
for reasons unknown to me, therefore, in order to prevent reopening
such a situation, I again request that the data from this be recorded
purely for your own records, as well as Scott's if you desire, and

s0 handled that further criticism against me by Mr, Buckey be eliminated.
I still am unable to understand "WHY" the criticism was directed at me
in this matter, as I am firm in my opinion that all my transactions
were open and above board, and that legally and morally I was within
my rights in showing the covers to ANYONE.

Your comments on this situation will be taken confidentially, as I
imagine that you were, doubtless, familiar with the situation.

With kind regards.
Cordially y

Arthur F. Black



144 Providence Road
Charlotte, N., C. .
August 21, 1939.

Wr, Stanley B. Ashbrook
434 South Grand Ave,
Fort Thomas, Ky.

Dear Mr., Ashbrook:

Your very interesting and courteous letter of the 17th duly
received, and again I thank you for the painstaking manner in
which you answered, so completely, my numerous inquiries.

Your comments on the "Denver" correspondence were appreciated, as
I had started, several times, to write you about 1t, particularly
after meeting Buckey for the first time in Asheville and having
him criticize me for sending you the covers. The thought had ‘
occured to me that probably he had promised these covers to Mr.
Aull, whom you had mentioned in a previous letter, and that as
Mr. Aull was not taking them quite rapidly enough, he decided

to sell some to me and that when I sent them, innocently, on to
you, it uncovered his breach of promise. However, thls idea dld
not remain long with me, and now that you h-ve explained all of
it, I appreciate the circumstances surrounding the situation

and will treat your comments as confidential.

By the way, you once mentioned your writing a story of Gen'l Denver
for some magazine, and I am wondering if this has been done, or 1s
being compiled for the near future. Am sure that it would prove of
interest to all collectors, particularly those having Denver covers,
or copy of your one cent book in which several are pictured. When

I first secured my Denver covers, having been in the army during the
war, my first impulse was to "look up" his history, which I found
briefly outlined in the Fnc. Americana., thus my comments to you

in my first letter relative to the covers.

My application to the A.P.S. was sent in on your invitation, and at
the time of malling it, a local member gave me my first copy of the
magazine, which Singularly was the copy containing your article on
the ten cent 1847 "freak" printing. When T recently secured the
Souren booklet, I again referred to your article, hence my comments
¥0 you in my last letter. The almost astounding facts as revealed
by them were intensely interesting to me, particularly in view of my
1life work having been spent in the dyestuff and chemical industry,
and my familiarity with dyestuffs, pigments, inks, etc. gave me an
idea that this company was actually accomplishing something that we
had been, definitely, unable to determine, except where we had so
much of an item that a chemical analysis was made. True, inks used
during that period, prior to the advent of coal tar colors, are
somewhat out of our work, but as the group of materials available
was s0 limited, it is fairly easy to determine the character of most
of them and identify them readily. I have made many tests, with
various lights and filters, on some of my stamps that I knew were
genuine, and have, for comparison, added bits of ink to some marks
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on discarded covers to determine just how accurate such methods
were., In some cases I was able to so nearly approach the original
depth and shade of the marking inks that the slight difference was
barely noticable to me, knowing just where to look for it. Quite
accurate results may be accomplished by use of a "colorimeter", but
this instrument is only aveilable in the laboratories of the dye
manufacturers,

The financial results of the "depression", coupled with a long and
expensive illness, prevented my small engineering organization from
prospering a% anticipated, hence the change, in recent years, to
more simplified work in my present organiration. After my return
from the war, had been connected with DuPont in their dyestuffs
diviston for ten years, and had just branched into my own little
enterprise when "ker-blooe" went everything. A very limited
income, today, prevents my securing many desired items in stamps ,
and covers, SO0 I am trying to secure an interesting collection of
odd and unusual items, such 2s one can usually purchase at a very
nominal cost. Lack of extra, or "junk" material, has prevented my
carrying out some desired color tests on many of the earlier groups
of stamps, however, I find that Dr. Chase, and others, have fairly
well covered this, but yet 1little research has been given to the
various inks, largely home-made, used in postmarks. I hope, some
time, to accomplish something worth while on this subject, and

am sure that you, and others in your research fields, would have
many helpful suggestions to make on the work.

The recent discussion of "color designations™ in the APS have been
amising, with many suggestions absolutely ludicrous to me.

Almost as amusing as Konwiser's recent outburst in "STAMPS" on
balances (scales, to him) accurate enough to weigh postmarks. It
might interest him to know that most of us in the chemical field
use, daily, balances so accurate that we can weigh, accurately, a
single mark of a penecil point, and that we subdivide even such small
weights as milligrams into thousandths of a part. Even such balances
as these, and there are many more that are even more sensitive, are
worthless in weighing postmarks, as "identical" markings would each
have a different weight, for everyone should know that there were
probably no two markings ever produced from the same device that had
identically the same amount of ink on them.

Am enclosing the covers mentioned by you,. viz:

Route 7309 - manuscript "Princes"

San Francisco Paid 6 - gtampless. '

San Francisco "Too Late". You will note enclosure in it of a memo-
rabdum, evidently from W.F.Goerner, and Dr., Chase's reply. To me, the
ink of the "Too Late" looks suspicious, and while I have not yet had
the opportunity of examining it in its entirety, yet is almost appears
as an ink produced from "precipitated coal tar colors", such as is
used often in modern stamp pads. This was purchased from the Goerner
collection by me.

Nova Scotia with 3¢ 1851 - Black "5" - Boston Br. Pkt., snd the
"border" postal marking.

3¢ 1851 to Mexico, from New Orleans.

In further reference to the star die cover, just returned by you, I



#3 SBA

find in my notes that I had three copies of this - hwving "traded"

off two items as follows: Both 3¢ Star Die envelopes:

Star Die plue lc Ty. V, dated Boston, Nov.16,1860 - buff envelope.
L n n " n 1 1 Dec. 8, 1860 white n

Many postmasters, during the early days, changed color of ink used «
in postmarks. Reécently, I secured folded letter with RED Cumberland,
Md, bearing 5c brown of 1847. In this letter, it was reported that
three slaves had been purchased at good prices. Another letter from
game person, dated just 11 days later, was postmarked in BLUE, and
without stamp, thus "collect" as represented by the oval enclosed 5.
Red marking dated Mar,20 (1849) and Blue dated Mar.31 (1849).

In the latéer letter, he reports the sad fact that he was badly
"cheated" on the three slaves as to purchase price.

In sending you the enclosed group of covers, I wonder if I am
overlooking others that would prove of more interest to you.

e have an office in Chicago, where I usually visit once or twice
each year, and if possible, would certainly like to stop off in
Cincinnati and have a little visit with you. On my last several
trips, I had urgent calls elsewhere while enroute home, thus did
not have the privilege of stopping off to have the long anticipated
chat with you.

Your further remarks about the Denver City covers are most appreciated.
I am not trying to disprove any facts in this matter, but as I am in
hopes of securing much additional data on some of these covers, have
hopes of this data being of such & nature that it will more readily
prove the facts, as now believed. I have gone into this to some
extent, and most heartily agree with you that there is esuch a lack
of proof of certain data that 1t 1s more difficult to definitely
prove such facts, even though the inference is evident. I cannot

see that there would be much more of interest in a cover from Denver
by Pony than by the mere picturesque stage of that day. As to value,
I don't care, as either item is certainly a very desirable item for
any collection.

In the near future I hope to be able to see and study the Com. Wilkes
correspondence, which is being preserved by the family at present,

and will, eventually, be turned over to either the state or some other
museum. I shall most certainly report anything in it to you, if

of philatelic interest, though there are no hopes of any of the items
being secured from the collection, however, if any items are of real
interest, I feel sure that I could secure them long enough for you

to photograph as a matter of record, :

With kindest regards and my sincere appreciation for the courteous
manner in which you have detailed the story of my various covers.

. Cord1ally yours,

AT Ve

Arthur F, Black



. That U. S. Culﬂectian#& %’p

/ When we closed last season’s volume of the News Letter with the June issue, we were discuss-
ing the wonderful U. S. collection that we are distributing
/r; In the stamp collecting world today we are being treated to a vast supply of superlatives—
from both sides of the Atlantic Collections that are well known as being very ordinary ones are
L,IA played up through the use of extravagant phraseology so that to those who know, they are really
h’ unrecognizable, and to those who do not know must come a feeling that fine stamps are now
of 5 really growing on bushes
And so we urge our readers to lay in a good stock of sodium chloride to be taken liberally with
H/t/ many recent announcements When it comes to offering a seven cent hard paper special printing
‘7 of the 1873 issue, and on examination one finds the stamp to be printed from the National plate,
eﬁ it leads one to wonder if the services of an alleged American authority are worth acknowledging as
K@f having assisted in the preparation of a catalog wherein such an obvious error can be made If
an “authority” can call a stamp not even printed from the Continental plate a special printing, how
"[ D-T much reliance is to be placed on this authority’s opinion as to special printings, or in fact anything
requiring a sound basic knowledge
WA And so we hope our readers will gain the idea from our description of this truly wonderful
\1 U. S. collection that Colson of Boston is describing REAL stamps and that they will stand the most
searching examination for what he states them to be

And in this respect let us repeat from the June News Letter that the set of soff paper special

printings of the American issue of 1880 (#192-204) are all gemuine special printings, and not

3 masqueraders Furthermore, if finer examples of the 2¢ vermilion (#203) and Sc blue (#204)
are in existence, we have never seen them

The middle issues, starting with that of 1882, are handled very generously—usually a page to
a stamp The Sc gray Garfield fills one page, the finest item being a horizontal half arrow block
of twelve with complete imprint and plate number—surely a rare item today

The re-engraved issue of 1882 is here in singles and blocks in every possible shade, including a
10c in the real black brown The finest item in the lot is a block of nine of the 6c brown red
including one stamp with a fine “shift” in “POSTAGE”, which follows the 6c dull rose and brown
red, both in mint blocks of four

The 1883-88 series is naturally well worked out in fine shades of both singles and blocks, and
notable here are such items as a block of four as well as single copy of the 2c “pale red brown”
special printing, and of course singles and blocks of all values right up through the 90c purple

The 1890’s are a well rounded lot—shades galore in singles and blocks from the lc through
the 90c

We illustrate an extraordinarily deeply colored example of the 3 lire Tuscany on the calendar
Color is the most important factor in the desirability of this rare stamp, and this example is truly
marvelous in this respect

November 1, 1938 Volume XXXIII
Number 2
With this issue we continue the distribution of the fine economic “talks” of the Ford Sunday

Evening Hour, and herewith enclose “The Small Town”, “The Future is Being Born”, “On Our
Own”, and “A Challenge”




POSTAGE STAMPS
FOR :
ADVANCED COLLECTORS

SPECIAL NOTICE

We are always in the market as buy
of specialized and important general collection
single rarities and pieces, no matter of ho
great value ~

We shall be pleased to receive offers ¢
anything issued before the year 1900 althg
our special interest is in the issues prior to
in foreign stamps—U. S. right up to the cuy
issue S

We shall be glad to have want lists of
country

Suggestions as to details of stamp collec
freely given

WARREN H. COLSON
260 CLARENDON STREET
BosTtoN 17, Mass.

Cable Address, “Warcolson, Boston” #%
Codes: Lieber’s, A B C-5th Ed.
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A. P. S.

Convention Trip

All American Philatelic Society mem-
bers in the east and middle west who are
planning to attend the 54th annual A. P.
S. Convention in San Francisco, Sept.
25-29, are cordially invited to make the
trip on the “Pres. Glass Special” leaving
Buffalo, N. Y., 12.30 A. M., Wednesday,
Sept. 20, or leaving Chicago at 10.30 A.
M., the same day.

The “Pres. Glass Special” will be the
“official” train to the convention, carry-
ing Pres., Carter Glass, Jr.,; Vice Pres.,
Rollin E. Flower; Treas.,, H. H. Elliott;
Int. Sec., Eugene Klein; A. P. S. Atty.,
Frederick W. Green, and others promi-
nent in A. P. S. affairs.

Going, stops will be made at Grand
Canyon and Los Angeles. Returning, the
party will visit Salt Lake City, Royal
Gorge, Colorado Springs, Pikes Peak and
the Will Rogers Shrine arriving in Buffa-
lo, 9 A. M., Thursday, October 5. The
complete schedule follows:

Tuesday Evewing, A. M. of Wednes-
day, Sept. 20: Lv. Buffalo (Central
Term.) via NYC RR, 12.30 A. M.; Ar.
Chicago (La Salle Sta.), 820 A. M.
Transfer to Santa Fe Sta. Lv. Chicago
via San Fe RR, 10.30 A. M.

Friday, Sept. 22: Ar. Grand Canyon, &

8.00 A. M. Entire day at the Canyon.
Morning, Grand Canyon Rim Drive. Lv.
Grand Canyon via San Fe RR, 8.00 P. M.

Saturday, Sept. 23: Ar. Los Angeles,
11.40 A. M. Overnight at hotel.

Sunday, Sept. 24: Morning sightsee-
ing trip—City, Hollywood, Beverly Hills
and Beach. Lyv. Los Angeles via Sou. Pac.
RR, 7.00 P. M.

Monday, Sept. 25: Ar. San Francisco,
7.50 A. M. Sept. 25-20—Convention and
World’s Fair.

Saturday, Sept. 30: Lyv. San Francisco
via Sou. Pac. RR, 8.35 A. M.

Ar. Salt Lake City,

Sunday, Oct. 1:

9.40 A. M. Morning sightseeing trip of
City. Afternoon trip to Great Salt Lake
and Saltair Beach. Lv. Salt Lake City
via. D&RGW RR, 9.35 P. M.

Monday, Oct. 2: Stop at Royal Gorge.
Ar. Colorado Springs, 5.10 P. M. Over-
night at hotel.

Tuesday, Oct. 3: All day sightseeing
trip—Pikes Peak, Cheyenne Mts. and
Will Rogers Shrine. Lv. Colorado
Springs via D&RGW RR, 515 P. M.;
Ar. Denver, 7.25 P. M.; Lv. Denver via
CB&Q RR, 8.00 P. M.

W ednesday, Oct. 4: Ar. Chicago, 4.20
P. M.; Ly. Chicago via MC RR, 10.15
P. M.

Thursday, Oct. 5:

« dVL.

This plan affords an economical ar-
rangement in both time and expense, and
includes the more interesting points in
both directions to and from your conven-
tion city. Standard Pullman equipment is
provided Buffalo to Chicago and Chicago
to Buffalo, and Tourist Pullman equip-
ment on all moves west of Chicago. All
sleepers will be air-conditioned and you
are assured of a most comfortable jour-

Ar. Buffalo, 9.05

ey.
The All-Expense per capita cost from
Buffalo—One to a lower berth, $199.65;
One to an upper berth, $191.75. All-Ex-
pense features start and terminate at Buf-
falo. For those from other eastern points
we name the per capita costs from certain
other cities which includes all the features
mentioned from Buffalo or Chicago and
in addition your round trip railroad ticket
(Pullman fares to and from Buffalo ex-
tra) from such points. Additional fares
from other points will be quoted on appli-

cation.
3 PER CAP. COST
Boston New York Phila.

via via via

Bfo. Bfo. Bfo.
Lower berth (1) 224.65 218.75 214.50
Upper berth (1) 216.75 210.85 206.60

2B csnsomnesi’ 5.00 189 (oo svnsninnn .65

2820 csacmrvsiee 50 ' FIBOR. v oomeievirim .85

(4 SR eEeaInONOs 800" BT oL, 800uen 2.00

b S e 200 B8 Li..auehlisa 5.50

AU O e 3 0 S A o 2 2.75

BIDEN . St e oiee o 400" 2000 e 1.23
BRIDGEPORT STAMP SHOP

235 Fairfield Ave., Bridgeport, Conn.

Fall Wholesale (atalogue
BN READY ' NN

Our New 1938-9 Fall Wholesale Cat-

alogue listing sets, packets, single
stamps, philatelic stock books and al-
bums — (as _well as a wide range of

supplies) — U. 8. single stamps — prac-
tically everything you need to conduct a
stamp business — ready to be sent to
bona fide stamp dealers upon receipt of
25¢ deposit deductible from your first
order amounting to $5.00 or more —
(This list is for stamp dealers only) —
If you haven’t your copy yet, write at
once to [M2&4

M. MEGHRIG & SONS, INC.

116-M Nassau St., New York, N.Y.

Wash’n Cleve. Detroit Pittsb’g
via via via via
Bfo. Chgo. Chgo. Chgo.

216.65 179.60 176.35 187.00

208.75 174.20 170.95 181.60
Those from Cleveland-Detroit and

Pittsburgh and joining party at Chicago
will enjoy the All-Expense features start-
ing and terminating at Chicago. The
All-Expense rates quoted include round
trip rail transportation—first class to Chi-
cago and tourist beyond, also Pullm.n ac-
commodations for the round trip, all trans-
fers, sightseeing, meals for the entire
going and return trips, in fact all expenses
except tips and incidentals. It does not in-
clude your hotel, meals, etc., during your
stay in San Francisco, the convention city.
Reservations should be made immediate-
ly so arrangements with rail, hotel and
sightseeing agencies may be completed in
sufficient time to insure a successful trip.
Address R. E. Flower, 311 West Ferry
St., Buffalo, N. Y.

LOST ?

You will be if you don’t get

SCOTT'S 1340 CATALOGUE
y 1 .
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38 o 2, SWAN WALK,

CHELSEA, SW.3.
25th July 1939.

Stanley Ashbrook, Esqg.,
434, South Grand Avenue,
Fort Thomas,
Kentucky, U.S.A.

Dear Mr. Ashbrook,
I am sorry to bother you with this letter but
I have recently purchased an item which I have never seen before

and the existence of which was unknown to me till I looked it up in

; /
the Specialised Catalogue. I note, however, that it is only
recorded in fairly recent editions of the Catalogue.
The stamp is the 1875 2¢ vermillion,split

and used as a lc. The copy that I have is the top half of the

stamp tied to cover with the numeral ®"5%, and it looks to me

absolutely 0.X. It is a local envelope posted in Williamson,

§ N ;. . : éo teve Con ane e a ’W

N.Y., the addressee being in the same city. J@ccont dalind 29 OV I5]]
' io[m/_,a,(,““,{,?‘w

I should be much obliged if you could give

me any information as to the use of this split and whether many
éxamples are known. Though listed in the Specialised Catalogue
it is unpriced and I speculated the thick end of $100 on it !

With kind regards,

Yours sincerely,



434 South Grand Ave.,

S Auge 19,1880,

Sir N.E.Watcrhduse > i e R e 2 ool
"y : 2 SWW& : . & : : B
Gﬁe}.sea S.‘" 3, BT B e S ) . s
London En.glsmd,

S ey dear Sy Hiohalaa. -

= 50 aésux'e you Bhak any j.nfo”ma‘tion I ean rJ.Ve you. 45 no bother, '
'but pn Pha othw hand yowr lettera are alwa rs we}.come. G AR

l

- 8 do not: know if 1 can be of ver'y nmaeh Pssistance to

T ron t*he 8/.1875 bisect, Seott 178 By I kake very Zittle. 1nte'”&stﬂ
win UgiBg ’bisectad st,a..lps with ’che possgible. ercop‘hion of the -

i £ r‘llo’m.ng._
1 10y 1847 uacd as 54
e 1881
B 189 1BBY 'F "_ ad‘ ‘
IS IRee. eN T gy
A 5}, 1 Ly e ” ”'1.& \ TR PG . e %
S0 ge 1eea B ".,,;1¢. P A '

“hcx*e are later :Lssucs wblch ave no doubt 1eg:tt1maté ut

J.n the majority of cases they sre made to .ordor iteuns; or I‘a.kos
' am co,.x;nratiusly Lo 'eapresezn af'tua.l promional Méﬁ.f ‘

s & an uiepmmd to question zan'sr itens which h b d,m:es
artw stanp co:tlecting; ‘becane nop‘ular. Genuine bisects exist of .

“the 10¢ 18475 the B¢ 1851 and. the 1RY 1851 and in the ua jority of

cdses 0w Wy ® theso were provi siqnally uded, Further giich ..

< Souses wers prler to the t:!.me when staup. c.olleeting became popular
,,‘1n this country., :

it *“rom the deeoription of w cover, I would naturally be 5 s
disnomd to - cuestion it, but of segnres ib may haye paseed thra the @
meils in a perfectly legztimte manners ?evhaﬂs I am & little

; ‘epanky and o trifle requiring when it comes to bisects, because .

they have little appeal 1"0 w6 uriless the J‘ollowim, mmﬁ.remants

'are ineludeds

“11'91; - Vag tqe-ﬂe ‘B Ac uual need for o bisected eta:up at the

time ‘of Wpey . Meaning of tourse, dosa uny proof exist thal the Post

e

Office was out of eertain values &nd the postage conld only have
: been pfemid by the yrovisionsl use P dertain blsected “Bbm."ps.

5 oond - And most important,, did the pPOV:l.ﬁionﬂl use actuallv i
‘ pay the ?E'E"""a G ar

poqtagé‘? :
I mll cite axampleo. Durizhg ‘t.he tasbor {pa‘rt of August and

A for“a pgr‘b of &eptsmber 1855, thﬂ San Vnanc iseo ;ost; thica rom




‘-811- n.E.Watorhcwm - Aug. 19 1939.

zhort of $¢ stamps (iseue of 1851); In all prohability thb ofﬁco st
also ran short of l¢ staups but of thia we have no proof, ' The 48
- 2. only other value irn use was the 12¢ of 1851, and a meager supply
L e of B¢ Uy 8, stauped envélopes, B At this period the By Pily o=
. . cognized the use of hslves of the 127 to prepay the E¢ vrate to
‘ e the Eastern States, Later when supplies of the 37 were received _
and placed on 8ale, the San Franclsco Post Ofﬁc.o refused to re- R
cognized bisatts of the 127/ and though they. generally oancxe:led the Gl
bisected stax wm: the San Frauclsco postmark, the letter was
pated as totally unpald with 10¢ duo on delivery, ' Thus we heve two
-_ki.xms of Wdes OLTHS © d bisect Toul San. F‘wmcﬂ.sao, viz., S

SoRE R e ). Covers Showing the bisect legi’oimately tiad G eovar
57 M ‘by the ‘Ban Preanclsce postmark with the provisional 186 ﬂci&lly
¥ e reeagmaeﬁ, Because . no siue murhings were placed on the co\rér, e

£ G i L (B) Govers saowing tne bisec.t legitimtely tied %o cover bz

S e G D umz' Traneigco pos tmrkiwith the provisional use nok reggm!.zed,

Sl S /- ‘Patedt "10 meaxﬂin{* 'tht: i‘ull uﬁpa.t.ci ra'b’e of 105?,’ Waa ue on
&e.!.:wary. e

‘ :Lt Le Bied to eover, and nence it i€ no wonder that a lot of crooked
£ people took: advanvege of thig 1ax requimmtmﬁ. : Mvmced cbllectox'l
S in this downbry now recognize the aiffvpence between my A" and. B”
exatipleg, and a8 & result, will pay cuite # premium For ‘sh o
exonple and. rather shwi g "B" sxanple, permitting the un:!.nfome& Pt
1 eollegtor to pumhnse such iteua, at what‘r appeers o tlnam to 156 = Rt
' oacg‘a;i:fi wieen.y v , e o P

‘ b om il e the: cld davs 911 ‘thf».‘o o ram::u-ad of & msecv was that

e 13

‘ Somo uﬁalc,ru avar; hrrh ‘beue t‘h@ pﬁsit;i.on that a bisec% is a

legitiﬁe:te varictyy Af 19 ds genui.naly tied to the. cov&t’ bult I
mointait dhaet if a 'pisce of a stamp which is in fact adly e

S BN damaped  part of the pz’iginaﬂ., did net pay. the post ror wiich 11;

’ : was interlded it 1is not o lopitingte varicty and so nally has }i‘btle

‘ : fore etanding than .a half of a proof, a hall of a tobacco tag or :
obher pleces of paper pasted on e sover and &° mck ei?hm} intention-
all" or unintantionall’y' oy a pOStmm?k. e A ,

e Lovers with thé 145‘, bisect imm San I‘ranoa.sco 1n Angust
- and.Seéptember. or 1855 4lso exiph which went by the nonenialil route,
"Via ‘%icw asita’y  Mail by this Independent Line was rot plEced 1.n
g U, 8, Post O.i‘fice b1l the etoamer roached Néw York, it certain

b Japeriods the Hew York Post Offlce reoognized the 12¢ bivgel on- ‘
‘4 , | dettors bro@’c by the Nlcarsgud’ auips. Pong bly tiig way done on
: ¢ advice:f rom the'San Fréncisco -Fost' Offieey At other peric&& ‘the :

"Fow York Office rofnsad to reeognize stich damaged portions 01" e 12¢

‘sbomp snd rated ‘the letters ag Ship Lestors, postage &ue 3 T
‘delivery,  Thusit will be noted that a "V ia lMlecars gun” eover with
& redognized 127 biseok is far mowe vialusble than a sinilae dten
vwhe‘nein the hnlved staxm was nob ;aca(_mized as paying the rate.

C CowcAgadn "afetring; tq your querys It 18wy ‘belief t&mt both :

Mr. Eiffany pnd ¥, Iuff were both familiar with halves of - the 1875
_Twe Cent versllion bub that they consideited them of so 1ittle . .
S »:&mpori;ance and non-essential uems, 'chat tt’cw -aia mfs cqmidez' them

v
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Bir X «E.iiatorhouse - Ang. 19, 1959.

vortm of mention in thnir atﬁdiea of aur stamps. Probably

- - beeause of this, no listings were inserted in the catalogue » -
- until recent yoara. I have seen sueh items in the past but

never vaid much attention to. them boc‘*msa off my antipathy to

mstionahlo dteus uf all sorts.

x recall eho lasb one I 8aWe ”m.a was an Ehnemon covox'

: jzin a sale: I attended in Joston, June 11, 1938 - (Zcllshor 3991:}1
2 auo)’ The follawing is a deacription of the lot:

{M1876 Tseues (Tot) 310, Diagonal half of 2f wsed as 1;!
*lén Uove N,¥s The town cangellation and a Haltess
(,rosa in purple ‘tles it to the covor, KQWB B, very five, mre.

s Thra covon vms sold to the Grace wnamp Coe of New York fon
Wodsl L Tear this 1a about. t%e ehtont of the infarmation I can
; ive you og, thie biseet. i : : 5 .

egurm lng our. fowmor aorx'eSpondenea on me ”"'*gmiera

: Cr’amés of 1861, I belieéve thet evenbually the TSanplé Labels"
. will be déleted from their present listing in the Seott Catalogues

‘and ‘pluced in a scetion where they rightfully belongsy /g 8 step

dn piis direstion I have fuet been advised by Mre Olark thot:the .
rrollewinL wotatlon will be: inacrted 1,;:1 both oi' the, Scobt catalozmes
- to.be issued this “"a.ll ‘

T4 s dombtiuk Bt Nos, 55.‘564‘57, 59, slraﬁa 68 wers

' :reﬁllm"l; 18 \ued" '

'.L}ﬂs f'ecal;s to aind .g,:l.te; a wcxﬁd Tud i livtie .11:0 Xz recently

&aquireo. sad yhieh T have &n 1 &aa is uniquee 4 superb hofiz.cmtal

Paiy of. the,; ~;:’ Violet oi” 186 fi‘ gcover, -and elearly pOP“th'M
in light blue "Baltinore uep § 1861" 1 ned eonsldered a copy -

Lol thie B4 ma:m in my refrren colleetmn the Tincst eolor I -
"nead ever goan oi’ the Violet 'but the peir was ‘&ven more beautiful,

o4 Preshy Tine engraving in 4 wost (,lmf'ious ealor. Nevar hefore: _l'md
: -I seen a p»:viz‘ of i:ha z'eal Vim.et. AR g S

.I an paking the libcrty of sending you undez separate covm.-

-8 li Hle, ‘booklet whick hds crsated guite a sensation in thig connbry.
< T% was: 1‘9&811‘[313’ dssued by ¥e- &crurer\, 2 New York. derﬂer, and 4t is

a direct atlnck of Wairen Colsom, well known demloer of Poston. The

¢ 9. involces illuétrated are 1n-CGolfonls . andwriting,: I suggost that
‘you 4o nod Lorm eny conclusions dn the opinions expréessed by Me,
- Souren, Fersonslly I ¢an hardly goncoive of Colson subad thing

quectionable ltens to amyene, and it is ny opinion 1f suchk & thing

o s was done, us for exauple the: 50¢ 1889 coven, it was done in pewf‘ect
Y good, ;aith by Uplson, It 1y possibld a .*>o¢ 1569, on the cover
‘Adlustrated, was substituted for & 157 of thé sana iesie, it this

3= not my o‘)m?on, butb zﬂerely & svggestion for-what might have

L heppened il wml]’.‘(.-n can., pr*ove pbeyond doubt his oxa ination was
’ ,:.ﬂcwave. : g _ _ 3 vy B

A law-suit will undoubtedl,,r follm, the courge of v'hich will
be mmahed with graatz 1ntez;‘est in this ccmntry. . ;

Fa
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Sir WeEaterhouse - Aug, 19, 1939

In the Forepart of the Scuren booklet you will find

Sourents remarke on Mis examimatiom of Mr, Knapp's 107 1847,
Probably you will resall that I réviewed this same stamp in the
. Amerieen Philatelist, lssue of Februery 1280, ‘

‘ _With k1ndnst regards,

Gordially yours,



b

August £3, 1939

8ir Nicholas Waterhouse
g’ ‘B'aa V‘lk
Chelsea, £.W.3, England

Dear Bir:

I have had & letter from
Stanley Ashbrook asking for any data that
I may have concerning the split provisional
of the U.8., 8 ¢ vermilion, 1875 issue.

T am sorry to say that I have
no data as to its use or history. Twe coples,
both on cover, were shown to me a little over
& year ago &and examination having satlsfied me
that they were genulnely used, I listed them in
the Specilalized Catalogue.

Very sorry that I am unable Lo
give you further particulars.
Very truly yours,
8COTT PUBLICATIONS, Inc.

HUOGH M. CLARK

HMC:JK
C.Cs to Mr. Ashbrook
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2 Mr. Stanley Ashbrook
i . g 434 3, Grand Ave,
Fort Thomas, Kentucky

Telephone Nyack 964

EZRA D. COLE

DEALER IN POSTAGE STAMPS
NYACK, N. Y.
August 10, 1939

Degr Stan:

I just received Souren's booklet #2 "The Philately
of Tomorrow"™. I take it from the illustrations that
our red headed friend from Boston submitted some
stamps to Ezmond Bradley Martin, Esq. I think there
will be some fun over this before it is finished. How=
ever, as far as I am concerned it is a case of dog
est dog, and I hope the fur will fly. By the way, I

W E?BE%Q%QE%& have seen some of the stamps, and inspite
Z&‘ of wha ¢ PhiTatelic Research Laboratories,. Inc.
gﬁk“g. says, some of the stamps are perfectly genuine. For

instance, the block of 307 1869's, the original with-
out grill are perfectly all righte I know that Coulson
had a lot of these. There was a big block of fifty at
oneé time on the market which he bought. It has since
been broken up, but I can even identify this block

from the centering, and I know that if any of them are
genuine, this block is. Unquestionasbly, some of the
bisects are no good, but one of these days Souren is
going to stick his neck out to far.

I read with interest what he said about the 10¢
stamp of Knapp's, and if I were a lawyer, I still think
I could find fault with what he says. My reaction after
reading the whole thing was that I think that Mr,
Souren is still to_smart for you and Knapp possibly
also, and is proceeding to cash in on the fact that
Knapp asked for an opinion. I also can smell a rat in
that I think he is trying to get into your good graces.
As far as I am concerned this is perfectly all right,
but please don't ever say that I did not warn you.

L)



I am enclosing a 1¢ Blue cover. Can you do
anything with it? I would like to get a fair offer.
I will either sell it to you outright, or any way
you want to work it; so that you can make something.

Sincerely yours,




AMERICAN PHILATELIC SOCIETY Telephone Nyack 964
COLLECTORS CLUB

A

EZRA D, COLE

DEALER IN POSTAGE STAMPS

NYACK, N. Y.
June 20, 1939

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook
434 So Grand Ave,
Fort Thomas, Kentucky

Dear Stan:

Undoubtedly you have a copy and have read Souren's
booklet entitled "Philately of Tomorrow". I finally ac-
quired a copy and sent it on to my brother in Washington,
and asked him to comment in brief on the scientific aspect
of the book, and what he thought of it. It was an unbiased
opinion for he knew nothing about the Y. Souren Company.

I am enclosing a copy of his letter and would like to
have you read ite. There are several paragraphs in his let=
ter that sound mighty interesting to me, and there is a
possibility that he has the germ of an idea that perhaps we
could put into practice and use to a very great advantage.

8incerely yours,
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June 16, 1959,
Dear Ez,

I have read the guff that you sent me regarding the
scientific examination by Y. Souren and company, There are
several things that come to mind after reading it and I have
thought about the problem at length and have consulted some
experts in various fields of scientific endeavor to confirm s me
of my beliefs and also to put me right on others,

In the first place the firm of Y, Souren seem to be able
to write very very fluently about two or at the most three
relatively simple and well establisned methods of scientific
examination, In a few words they are taking photomicrographs
of stamps using various wavelengtins also polarized lighte. They
talk a lot about using soft X-rays but I doubt very much if
they employ this method of attack as the technique is rather
difficult and I doubt if they are capable of it,

Secondly before I get too far in the discussion 1 must say
that I approve of the idea of teaking photomicrograpns of stamps,
A photograph has a much better memory than most customers and
even a few dealers, There i1s also the possibility that a good

photomicrograph may reveal something that even the best hand

magnifier may fail to gete Soft X-rays may be useful to deter-
mine the nature of the paper of the stamp, but I don't believe
they can reveal much that a good microscope would fail to detect
in this direction,

Thirdly, I think that fifteen bucks is way t0 high for
tnis service, It is sort of like the doctor who charges about
fifty bucks for a chest X-ray plate--he likes to pay Ior the
machine in a year and keep next years earnings for the wife and
kids, In cooperation with a good reliable stamp dealer I
would do it for rive,

Fourthly, I have consulted one fellow who has used a micro=-
scope all his life and he said he thought it was a swell idea,
The expert on X-rays however seemed to think that a microscope
could do everything that was needed and the X=-ray business would
be sort of guilding the lilye. The consensus of opinion seems
to be that a microscope for the job could be purchased for from
$200 to {500 complete, The X~ray outfit would cost quite a bit
more say {2000, :

Fifthly, Y. Souren's stooge Mr. Ellsworth is no ball of
iire as a physicist .and has little or no ranking as such, The
examination of sbamps is necessarily a physical examination
because the stamp must undergo the ordeal and come out unharmed,
I am convinced that a rival concern could beat them at their
own geme if an expert dealer or dealers and a physicist were
on its staff,

Sixthly, This sort of examination would best be lead by
an association of dealers or the Philatelic Association (or what-
ever it is called)., The term "Scientific Examination" has a dis=-
tinct aura of authority that could become dangerous to the whole




#2e

trade if it were nandled fraudulently, Tne only means of stopping
this danger is competing with this bunche This could be done by
several dealers setting up similar examination facilities or to
bank togevher and set up a better shope The customers will eat
out of Y, Souren's hand, unless I am crazy,--"mericans fall for
anything that sounds scientific and they will probably ifall for
the bilge that he has handed out in that little booklet entitled
"Philately of Tomorrow". The contents as well as the title reek
of the Grover Whelan influence,

Seventhly, Scientific examination of stamps is completely
impossible without an excellent set of control stamps and an
honest and & reiiable stamp expert or group of such stamp experts
to judge the fitness of controls and also the results of the ex-
amination, The facts discerned by a microscopé can be easily
demonstrated to kaymen even though they may sometimes be quite
technical and also diirficult to attaine All the instruments and
all the Physicist, chemist, art experts in the worlid be of no
use to the stamp trade unless the above two requisits were full=-
filled--in spnoit the examination would cease to be scientific,

Finally, + am quite interested in tnis problem and would be
glad to be a consultant in any other organization that might
develope in the future doing this work, Advice to you is free
but not to anybody else and this letter is strictiy personal,

I know several young boys who would be capable of doing pnoto=
micrography and are very anxious to obtaln work of this sort in
case you hear of anyone setting up this type of business, I do
not Like to appear prudish about giving free advice but as the

old saying goes, "Free advice is worth about as much as it costs",
Thig is also true in the field of physics as in the stamp game,
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June 16, 1939, |
Dear Ez,

I have read the guff that you sent me regarding the
scientific examination by Y. Souren and company, There are
several things that come to mind after reading it and I have
thought about the problem at length and have consulted some
experts in various fields of sclentifie endeavor to confirm some
of my beliefs and also to put me right on others,

In the first place the firm of Y, Souren seem to be able
to write very very fluently about twe or at the most three
relatively simple and well established methods of secientific
examination, In a few words they are taking photomicropraphs
of stamps using various wavelengths also polarized light., They
talk & lot about using soft Xerays but I doubt very muech if
they employ this method of attack as the technique is rather
difficult and I doubt if they are capable of it,

Secondly before I get too far in the discussion I must say

that I approve of the idea of taking photomicrographs of stamps,
A photograph has a much better memory than most customers and
even a few dealers, There is alse the possibility that a good
photomicrograph may reveal something that even the best hand

ier may fail to get, Soft X-rays may be useful to detere
mine the nature of the paper of the stamp, but I don't believe
they can reveal much that a good micrescope would fail to detect
in this direction, .

Thirdly, I think that fifteen bucks is way t6 high for
this service, it is sort of like the doctor who charges about
£ifty bucks for a chest Xeray plate-she likes to pay for the
machine in a year and keep next years earnings for the wife and
kids., In cooperation with a good reliable stamp dealer I
would do it for five.

Fourthly, I have consulted one fellow who has used a micro-
scope all his nf‘o and he said he thought it was a swell idea.

The expert on Xerays however seemed to think that a micreoscope
eould do everything that was needed and the Xeray business would

be sort of gullding the lily, The consensus of opinion seems

to be that a miecrescope for the job could be purchased for from
$200 to {500 completes, The X-ray outfit would cost quite a bit
more say $2000, :

Fifthly, Y. Souren's stooge My, Ellsworth is no ball of
fire as a physicist and has little or ne ranking as such, The
examination of stamps is necessarily a physical examination
because the stamp mmst undergo the ordeal and come out unharmed,
I am convineed that a rival eoncern could beat them at their
own game if an expert dealer or dealers and a physicist were
on its staff,

8ixthly, This sort of examination would best be lead by
an association of dealers or the Philatelic Association (or whate
ever it is called), The term "Scientific Examination" has a dise
tinct aura of authority that could become dangerous to the whole
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trade if it were handled fraudulently, The only means of stopping
this danger is competing with this bunch, This could be done by
several dealers setting up similar examination facilitlies or to
bank together and set up a better shop., The customers will eat
out of ¥, Souren's hand, unless I am crazy ricans fall for
anything that sounds seientific and they will probably fall for
the bilge that he has handed out in that little booklet entitled
"Philately of Tomorrow", The contents as well as the title reek
of the Grover Vhelan influence,

Seventhly, Seientific examination of stamps is completely
impossible withou& an excellent set of control stamps and an
honest and a reliable stamp expert or p of such stamp experts
to judge the fitness of controls and also the results of the exe
amination, The facts discerned by a microscope can be easily
demonstrated to laymen even though they may sometimes be gquilte
technical and also difficult to attaine All the instruments and
all the Physiecist, chemist, art experts in the world be of no,
use to the stamp trade unless the above two Pequisits were fodle
filled~«in short the examination would cease to be scientific,

Finally, 1 am quite interested in this problem and would be

E.J.ad to be a consultant in any other organization that might
velope in the future doing this work, Advice to you is free

but not to ody else and this letter is strictly personal.
I know several young boys who would be capable of doing photo=
micrography and are very anxious to obtain work of this sort in
case you hear of anyone setting up this type of business, I do
not like to appear prudish about giving free advice but as the
old saying goes, "Free advice is worth about as much as it costs",
This 4is also true in the field of physics as in the stamp game,



434 South Grand AVO.,
quh Thmlae, Ky.

Aﬁgo ‘5, 19590

Nr, 'Ezra D. Cole;
. Nyaek, H.¥.

Ny dea!- Ez:

B BN 1ettor from Dan Kelleher today mqu;lroa 1r I wasv
ever able to acguire through you the Steve Brown photos -
of the 5¢ 1847's he had gathered together, As I explalned
to you some time a% these photos are no earthly good to
anyone but me and I would sineerely love to have them, I
think 1f you would explain the matter to Steve's brother .
_that unqtostiona’bl‘y he wauld bo ploaaed to see that they were

turned over to me..

i ]:n the lot aro manw which 1 preaontod to Stcve without
_ any charie and many others, Steve obtalned thru my assistance, »

-1.do wish you would look into this as I fear further delay
A.might cause me to lose all t.raek of the batch. % ,

Singerely,



AMERICAN PHILATELIC SOCIETY Telephone Nyack 964
COLLECTORS CLUB

A

EZRA D, COLE

DEALER IN POSTAGE STAMPS

NYACK, N. Y.
‘ August 7, 1939

Mr. Stanley Ashbrook
434 South Grand Ave.
Fort Thomas, Ky.

Dear Stan:

I have been trying to get from Steve Brown's Estate
the records and photographs that not only would be inter=-
esting, but perhaps valuable. Steve's brother has been
promising them to me for nearly a year, but as yet I
have not seen them. I am writing him today to see what
he says, and I will let you know what happens.

Many thanks for the return of the 1Oz pair of
framelines. I think that Larry Shinfield has that other
pair. Why don't you write him and see if he has it or
knows where it is. Tell him you mislaid your photograph
and want to photograph it again. If John Kleeman has
it the price is so high no one can touch it.

The catalogs of the sale are enroute I believe now.
I think you will get some direct from Harmer, but in
any event I will see that you get several from my sup-
ply if necessary.

Make any arrangements you want regarding my stay
in Cincinnati. Don't forget that you are going to
Chicago with me to spend a day or two, and I have meade
all of the reservations.

Sincerely yours,
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AMERICAN PHILATELIC SOCIETY Telephone Nyack 964
COLLECTORS CLUB

A

EZRA D. COLE

DEALER IN POSTAGE STAMPS
NYACK, N. Y.
August 19, 1939

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook
434 South Grand Ave.
Fort Thomas, Ky.

Dear Stan:

I have your letter of August 17 with the comments
on the Brown catalog. All of your comments are justi=-
fied and without any alibis-all that I can say is:

(1) Have you ever tried to argue with an English-

man?

(2) Have you ever had any printing done by English
printers?

(3) Have you ever had a book printed 3,000 miles
away, and never have a chance to correct the
proof?

The footnote on the bottom of page 21: I inserted
this, for among Steve's notes I found some notes which
I though were in your handwriting identifying some of
these stamps as plate 3. There were a lot of other
notes and scratches which were either in Frank Hollow-
bush's orJeéffreys's handwriting. In any event, this
. is all my fault and I will take full resvonsibility for
it, and there is no need to publically retract any-
thing, for there will be no harm done. 1 doubt if
Jeffreys sees the stamps and if he complains, he can go
jump in the lake.

You are perfectly right about lot 1959. It is
not a Pony Express cover, but it is worth drawing at-
tention to.

The reason the 17 and 10z were not illusirated
o [wasthrough a sad error. More about ‘this when I see
you. ;




We will argue about the Chicago trip when I get
to Cincinnati. It is almost as hot here and I don't
feel like arguinge.

I haven't the slightest idea about that lg cover.
All I want you to do is make some money on it. I

paid very little for it.

I will pick up a copy of the Penny Black for

Stan Jr.

and send it out.

Sincerely yours,
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AMERICAN PHILATELIC SOCIETY Telephone Nyack 964
COLLECTORS CLUB

A

EZRA D. COLE

DEALER IN POSTAGE STANMPS

NYACK, N. Y.
August 28, 1939

Mr. Stanley Ashbrook
434 South Grand Ave.
Fort Thomas, Ky.

Dear Stan:

It seems to me you are making a mountain out
of a mole hill. I always knew you were good, but
how in the world can you tell from Cincinngti that
those stamps arenot plate 3 stamps, especially as
you say you have never seen them before.

Of course I do not know everyting that is
going on, but I have already been warned about all
of the legal business. We know perfectly well that
there are errors in the catalog, and that has all
been taken care of. As far as anyone checking the
stamps, they are not going to leave my sight while
they are in America; so if there is any "monkey
business" I will at least know what it is. I
think the best solution of the problem is to wait
until after I see you in Cincinnati, then providing
the stamps are not from plate 3, I will send a
note to the effect to be published in the papers.
Also corrections can be made on the auction sheet
and announced from the floor when the stamps are
solde Besides all this there is no one going to
bid on the stamps that has not seen them; so if
there is any come back we will know why.

With reference to the 1l¢ blue cover; I paid
#15 for it and thought I had something of a "Sleeper",
for it catalogs over $100. However, if it sticks
at $30, which it should, keep half of the profit.
I would like to have Mildred come along with us to
Chicago. Why not give her a couple of days vaca-
tion?



The way it looks this morning, there may not be
any auction sale at all; so don't get bothered over
what your alledged New York friends tell you.

Sincerely yours,

C:A
PaBe
I have just reread your letter and I can find more

mistakes in the Brown catalog than you have so far.
With reference to lot #1959, I asked several people
what they thought about the cover. They all told me
that it had always been considered a Pony Express cover
and marking. You can check this for yourself by
reading Knapp's or any of the early books on Western
Express items. As far as I am concerned, I do not know
whether it was carried by a pony or not. Very likely
it was on a stagecoach, although it might have been
delivered by a runner. Maybe some Indian brought it
across from Denver, and if Souren or whoever it is

that doesn't like this description, my best answer
would be to inquire if they were in St. Joseph in

1860 and saw the letter arrive. "Vgs youthere Stanley"?

I wish you would give me some idea of who the
collectors are who will bid on the plate 3 items. They
seem to be a Broup therg is no interest in. Of course
these collectors may bepbsychic as you and may be
able to tell that they are not plate 3 stamps without
looking at them.

However, don't take all of this too seriously, and
we can thrash it all out when I see you next week. I
have a million things to do in connection with the sale.
As I said before, there may not be any, or it may be
postponed indefinitely. However, don't quote me or
tell anyone this until you hear from me definitely,
for I have not heard from Harmer in two weeks. I am
going to definitely make the trip out West, whether
the sale is postponed or not.




The Johnson Cover

Five-Cent 1847 Used at New York

@ e N

ACK in March, 1914, the United Stamp Herald, of

Chicago, illustrated a 5-cent 1847 on cover (as
shown herewith). This is a portion of the face of a
folded letter postmarked at New York City, July 15,
1847. The postmarks, at the lower left, were placed
there for the purpose of better illustration. On the
original they were applied on the back.

“NEW YORK 15 JUL b cts” is in red; “1 JY 29
1847 D” is in vermilion; “BALLYMENA JY 30 1847”
is in blue. The straight line reading “Gracehill Bally-
mena” is in green. The bar cancelation on the stamp
is in black, in the same ink as the New York circle, and
the heiroglyphics at the right indicate the English
shilling mark, which is in black. This mark was pre-
sumably applied to correct the postage rate.

Dr. Iver Johnson, who wrote the Herald story in
1914, believed up to the time of his death (in 1936)
that fhis cover was properly the “earliest known 5-cent
1847 on cover.”

Stanley Ashbrook, foremost American in research
on many early United States stamps, when asked to
comment on the “earliest 5-cent 1847” postally used,
said that he wrote Sir Nicolas Waterhouse and under
date of June 9, 1936, the reply was: “1847, 5-cent. I
had a cover dated in manuscript 10th July 1847, but
though there was no PRINTED year date in the post-
mark I think the cover was undoubted.”

This was, of course, the cover listed in the Water-
house sale of November 18, 1924, Lot No. 185, which
was described as: “5ec Brown on entire cover, post-
marked New York, 10 July, 5¢ over stamp and letter
dated 1847.—Earliest dated can-
celed stamp known of the Gen-
eral Issues of the U. S. A.’
Where is the Waterhouse cover?

By Harey M. Konwiser

s |5

Neither Mr. Ashbrook (nor the writer) recall seeing it
in the Emerson collection, which very fine collection
did have a July 15, 1847 (postmarked New York) cover,
per notes made while looking through portions of
United States Number One collection.

There are several letters, apparently written in the
middle of July, 1847, but the Johnson cover appears to
be the only one produced for the record that has 1847
dates in two postmarks.

The Johnson cover carries the inscription: “Steamer
Caledonia,” and this Cunarder certainly hadn’t made
many trips prior to carrying this cover.

At the time the 1847 cover was first brought to the
philatelic light, a stamp periodical pooh-poohed the
Herald story, but produced no evidence of any earlier
date of use, and maybe the 5-cent as used on July 15,
1847, is the very earliest known date of usage—
preserved to philately.

The records of the Post Office Department indicate
that 5-cent and 10-cent 1847 stamps were sent out to
some of the foremost cities, as follows:

Sent Received Post Office Denomination
1847 10¢c 5¢
July 1 July 1 New York 20,000 60,000
July 2 July 2 Boston 10,000 40,000
July 7 July 7 Philadelphia 10,000 40,000
July 7 July 9 Washington 1,000 3,000
July 16 July 16 Baltimore 500 500
July 22 July 23 Baltimore 300 2,000
July 29 July 31 Worcester 400 1,200
July 29 July 31 Providence 400 1,200
July 29 July 31 Richmond 400 1,200

The totals as given, likewise the
dates, are taken from stories on
the records of the 1847 issue
which appeared in The Phila-
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telic Gazette, December 10, 1910, and
January 1, 1912. These totals and
dates were taken from an old record
book, discovered in the Government
archives. The book was then in the
possession of the Third Assistant
Postmaster General.

The 10-cent 1847 (according to
Luff’s United States Stamps), as the
5-cent stamp of the same period, was
engraved by Rawdon, Wright,

Hatch & Edson, which firm

WEEKLY PHILATELIC GOSSIP

The Waterhouse copy and the Ash-
brook notes appear not to place the
Johnson cover out of Number One
spot, with the Emerson cover. (May-
be it is the same cover?)

It is interesting to note that at the
New York Stamp Exhibition, May,
1936, the American Bank Note Com-
pany showed a photostat of a letter
from Rawdon, Wright, to Cave John-

March 5, 1938

Enjoying Your Hobby_

IN AN effort to enc
new collectors and to stimulat
est of the general public in i
the educational value, and thy
tainment offered by our hobb;
philatelists (individuals, groy
clubs) have donated, both per

ly and for limited ex

interesting parts of t

occupied the top floor of the
building at the (then) cor-
ner of William and Wall
Streets, New York.

Under the Act of Congress
of March 3, 1847, the use of
stamps became effective July
1, 1847, thus allowing four
months for the making of the
new stamps, and in referring
to the “sent and received”
captions, Doc Johnson is of
the opinion there might have
been some confusion in the
Post Office Department and
that possibly the ‘“day re-
ceived” column is incorrect
on the official record, from
where the dates and totals
were copied.

Through the courtesy of
Percy G. Doane, I was en-
abled, a few years ago, to see
the Letter Press Book of Rob-
ert H. Morris, Postmaster at
New York City, which Letter

July 29, 1936
Dear Harry:

In reply to your letter of July 25, concerning
my 10c 1847 cover bearing postmark ‘“New
York July 9”, I would say that the cover is
a letter sheet to which the stamp is attached
and properly tied with the red New York grid.
The date of the letter inside is July 8, 1847.
The letter is addressed to Mr. James H. John-
son, Galena, Ill., and is signed by H. H. Schief-
felin & Co.

My stamp is tied to the letter sheet, and the
date of the letter, ete., are so unmistakably
clear, that there can be no question that this
cover was used on July 9, 1847.

Very truly yours,

(Signed) ROBERT S. EMERSON

lections to museums, |
schools and art ¢
From various source
formation I find ti
work has been carrie
most exclusively in th
cities. This is quite
I suppose, due to t]
number of collecto
there, but for those
in smaller towns, wh
ing of this sort has }
to stimulate interest
collecting, it could K
plished more simply
the larger cities.
Naturally, every
lector likes to create
terest and start all
collectors he can, s
live in a communit
nothing of this type
done in the interest
lately, why not star
thing? Put the prc
up to your fellow e

Press Book contained copies
of letters sent by the famous
New York City postmaster. It is ob-
vious, from reading this Letter Press
Book, that at least one letter was
sent, properly carrying a 5-cent stamp
with a grid cancelation on July 7, ad-
dressed to a town in Ohio, for on July
13, Postmaster Morris wrote a letter
explaining to the postmaster at the
Ohio office that the stamp employed
on the letter of the seventh represent-
ed the fee had been prepaid, and no
other charge was to be laid against
the letter.

The New York postmaster plainly
stated that when letters are received,
not canceled, at New York, these
should be canceled “X” and in several
letters (inquiring) this “X” is de-
picted in bold hand.

In The Philatelic Gazette story on
the 5-cent 1847, Carroll Chase says
he saw a cover carrying a 5-cent stamp
postmarked “NEW *YORK 9 JUL 5
ets” in red, circular format, the re-
ceiver’s memo indicating receipt on
July 9, 1847, but the stamp was not
canceled. William Evans had a cover
bearing the 5-cent 1847, addressed to
Philadelphia, but minus a postmark,
the letter carrying memos indicative
of receipt on July 7-8, 1847.

son, Postmaster General, dated June
26, 1847, reading:

“Sir—We beg leave to inform you
that the stamps ordered per your let-
ter of 1st inst. are ready for delivery,
and we hold them subject to your
further instructions. Twenty thou-
sand dollars in 10 ct. stamps, and
thirty thousand in 5 ct. stamps or
200,000 stamps of 10 cts. and 600,000
of 5 cents.”

Commenting on the early usage of
the 5-cent 1847 stamps, Elliott Perry
says that he believes July 15 is “an
early date,” and that he recalls a
cover, used on July 10, as also one
used on July 7, but on the latter (at
least) the stamp is not canceled.

So—is the Johnson cover the earliest
known 5-cent 1847 on cover? The let-
ter was sent from New York on July
15th, via the “Caledonia” which land-
ed at Dublin on July 29 and the letter
was delivered at Ballymena on July
30, 1847.

e e
THE BUREAU of Engrav-

ing and Printing charged 5 cents per
1,000 to print our 1895 issue.

find out just what
donated or lent, an
where it can best be displ
attract the greatest amount
tention. Contact the librarian
posed for a library, the museu
if thought best for the mu
the principal of a leading s
your desire is to gain the int
younger collectors. You will
prised at the cooperation you

In smaller communities, loe:
papers welcome such broad j
and will be glad to give free §
to put your idea over with a

To sum it up in short, tt
reason why you can’t do youil
cally to stimulate new and
started interest in stamp col
if you really want to.—RIcH
ScortrT.

CARTAGENA’S fia
of stamps (see page 269 of !
Scott’s catalogue) came into b
cause there was a revolution
gress and it was impossible to 4
any stamps from the capital c
ombia. The overprint of star.
applied as a control mark, anc
erally appears to be an unintell
smudge. The first printing of
imperfs was said to be 5,000 of e



This letter is from Fred Jarrett, ¥ The Gregg Publishing
Company, 1200 Bay Street, Toronto, Canada.

COPY

August 11, 1939

Mr. Paul MacGuffin

Attorney at Law

503 N. Milwaukee Avenue
Libertyville, Ill., U. S. A,

Dear Mr. MacGuffin:

Sorry for the delay in writing due to holidays.
I know Dr. Reford personally, He has possibly the
largest collection of British North America in ex-
istence. He does not practice medicine but has
private means to the extent of a few millions and
has a suite of offices in a down town office buil-
ding with secretaries and spends a large part of
his time studying his philagelic material. His ad-
dress is University Tower Building, St. Catherines
Street West, Montreal, Quebec.



August 6, 1939

Dear Mr. MacGuffin:

I'm quite sure you'll find Dr. Reford at home
during the summer months as the weather in Montreal
is cool. He allows his correspondence to pile up
sometimes and no doubt this is why you haven't heard
from hime

Yours truly,

Signed, Eugene Telfer



PAuUL MACGUFFIN
ATTORNEY AT LAW
S503 N, MILWAUKEE AVE.

LIBERTYVILLE, ILL.

OFFICE PHONE 33 RES. PHONE 83

August 14, 1939

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook
434 S, Grand Avenue
Fort Thomas, Kentucky

My dear Stanley:

Enclosed herewith find correspondence from
Eugene Telfer and Fred Jarrett in re Dr. Lewis L,
Reford of Montreal,

Apgarently, I have made a very serious mis-
takeeo e i1s probably one of the most leading
stamp collectors in Canada. Have you ever had
any correspondence with him?

Yours truly,

PAUL MACGUFFIN
Attorney at Law
PM:m
Enc.2




PAUL MACGUFFIN
ATTORNEY AT LAW
503 N, MILWAUKEE AVE.
LIBERTYVILLE, ILL.

OFFICE PHONE 33 RES. PHONE 83 4

July 21, 1939

Mr. Stanley Ashbrook
434 S, Grand Avenue
Fort Thomas, Kentucky

My dear Stanley:

After cleaning house extensively I found the missing photos,
I then could find nothing as to where they came from., There is
nothing in the ,letter book to show that I answered acknowledging
receipt of thepbotos, This would not prove anything as the let-
ter was not a business letter and would not necessarily appear
in the letter book. Again some more house cleaning and the cover”
was found in a bushel of accumulation of modern covers. The photos
were sent by registered mail and the cover saved with the return
address., I found the original letter in the miscellaneous files.
The party was Dr. Lewis L. Reford of Montreal, Canada.

Meanwhile, I had written to Fred Jarret and Farnham asking
for the name of the collector who had these covers. Jarret
answered stating that he had photographed them, but that he had
cleaned out his files a year ago and could not tell for whom,
Farnham answered stating that he had never heard of him.

I could not find the Dr.'s name in the A.P.S. although his
stationery showed that he was a Fellow Royal Philatelic, a mem-
ber of the A.P.S. and a member of the Collectors Club., The '36
list of Collectors Club shows him as Dr. L. L. Reford, Montreal,
Canada and the '39 A,P.S. shows him as #13536 Dr. Lewis L. Red-
ford, Univ. Tower Bldg., Montreal, Canada. The A.P.S. listing
is evidently a mistake as his signature on his letter of June 6,
1936 was Lewis L., Reford,.

I have written him and enclose copy of the letter for your
information and have received no reply. My guess is that he is
connected with McGill University and is associated on the faculty
of MeGill with Dr. Banting and his associate who discovered in-
sulin. If so, he is more or less self-centered and will be dif-
ficult to see, If I do see him I anticipate a very pleasant
call, My impression at the time I heard from him was that the
dovers. were not for sale and that he was a self-centered indi-
vidual who is interested in research and that the habit ‘is car-
ried on into his hobby of philatelic. He ought to be a swell

guye.



Mr. Stanley Ashbrook 2= July 21, 1939

Remember me to Richey and Fennel., I am still hoping to
make Cincinnati largely for the purpose of forgetting the law
for a couple of days as that is my idea of a vacation. If I
am able to see the doctor I will write you immediately upon
my return as to my visit and undoubtedly he will write you
direct. He specializes in early Canada.

Yours truly,

§ e

PAUL MACGUFFIN
Attorney at Law
PM:m
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43¢ South Grand Ave.,

ugl | , | Fort Thomas, Ky.
iy, Auge 17, 1939,
Drs Le Le Reford, ‘
T Mvma.t Tower Bldg,
‘ ' 8te Catherines St. ﬁoﬂ,
nmhmai, Canade,
‘Iy dear Doctor: a 7
intrusion but several

I trust you btll ner&on 1
years ago I was shown several : hs of some 1847
mm which I was informed ram your collsctione

N rﬁd&turwammmluwtt
mtmmﬂaimpa nﬁwwmuummmwuz
to obtain phot pha of the covers you own, If perchance
m m'int; I would appreciate the loan of
of them myself.

 you have no
1m :Ltm B8O ﬁhlt i nma make photographs

Simomly yours,

Ve u. Ve Pe 2o
2497,

A\a?u&n




f‘uy dew H‘tlghi

SIANLEY B ASHBROOK
434 S. GRAND AVE.:
* FORT THOMAS, KENTUCKY

464 oouth Grand Aves,
- Fow Thomas, KYe:

c~/5)/ o July 20, 1939.

"[r. Bugh blark 03
: % SGQtt Publicatione, v
: ‘0 —-Vth bt.
# “T@W YO!‘!E, I».Y.

T e T DA 1 ‘have had savoral or more ‘B 1861'37
gublnltted to. me whieh wore claimed to be "cpacked plate"

'varieties it in each case I was convinced the varieties

wore: plate seratches” rather than actual surface cracks,
The latter have & hablit of rumning in irregular li.nas,
whoreas scratehes are genaerally more or less straight,

 mote under #65, you 1ist a "cracked plate" and inasmwh as
- oo X am not familiaw with the one or ones you list, I am
"'wondering if you can give mo a little ini‘omtton on the

listing, Have you an example or & photograph; and if not
can you put me in toveh with whoever was responsible for

 the listing? Please wndérstand I am not questioning sane

but mevely seeking information as I would like to be rammiiaé* “
with the variety so I could express & more erfwiemz oxa : '
plnnati.on of 4t in the future.. :

‘ b o am enclcming a #65 with a anpposeé crack 1:1 upper ,‘
of§ corner, ‘It is my opinion this is not a crack but merely

. plat ratch, Do you recall whsther the uatad vari.ety o
wa.s anytmng 11ke the enclosed? -

Ny dear Hugh I certa.inly did enjor the uttlﬁ pee =

_union with you in liayes It was indeed like 01ld times and I

tmt the Tuture holda many s:lmilar oprortunities,
With evary gbod wiah, 88 Always,

e
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POSTAGE STAMP CATALOGUES my One West Jorty-seventh Street
~ "
ALBUMS AND BOOKS ” _A@wiﬁwk(ﬂy
"
HUGH M. CLARK, - - - President
THERESA M.CLARK, Vice President ™
ARTHUR C. ZIMMERMANN, Treasurer
' August 7, 1939

Mr. Stan Ashbrook
434 So. Grand Avenue
Fort Thomas, Ky.

Dear Stan:

Answering yours of July 20,
I am now in the final throes of preparation
of copy for the new Specialized. Sorry I
have no data as to the source for listing
the cracked plate under #65. I have a re-
collection, however, of having seen something
that was definitely and positively a crack;
it was nothing like the scratch on the copy
you sent and which I am returning herewith.

In regard to the August issue,
I am putting in a note,both in the general
‘N and specialized catalogues, reading: "It is
5 doubtful that Nos. 55, 56, &7, 59, €61 and 62
were regularly issued".

I return your stamp herewith,
and want to thank you for writing me.

With kindest regards, I remain

Very truly yours,
SCOTT PUBLIOATIQNS,In

':/?UGH M. CLARK

HMC:JK
Ret. stp.reg.



LT PEBLIGATIONS. he

POSTAGE STAMP CATALOGUES L/ One West Jorty-seventh Street
ALBUMS AND BOOKS Lf New ork City
ﬂ HUGH M.CLARK, « - - President

THERESA M.CLARK, Vice President
ARTHUR C. ZIMMERMANN, Treasurer

August 15, 1939

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook
434 So. Grand Ave.
Fort Thomas, Ky.

Dear Stan:

Yours of August 11 just received.
In the new listings I have changed the envelope
date of 1857-61 to read "1860-61".

About the first date of ue of
the other envelopes, I had hoped to include this
sort of information in the Specizlized this year
but cannot do it as time does not permit.

About the listing of the Knapp

shift, just what would you call it anyway? if
I do put it 1n,

As to the other letter concerning
the 1861's, I still want to go over this with you
in detail sometime when we can get together and
devote the better part of a day to it.

Very truly yours,

SCOTT BUBLICATIONS, inc.

T/¢9ﬂGH M. CLARK
HMC:JK
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338 Bast Hazeltine Avenue

Al

KENMORE« 1ieYe

July 13 1939

Mr Stanley B+ Ashbrook,
434 South Grand Avenue,
FORT THOMASe KY

Dear lire Ashbrook :~

I read your article on the "STEAMER SIERRA NEVADA" on the June 17
issue of Stamps with a great deal of interest and thoroly enjoyd ite I
do hope that from time to time you will have similar articles in the e
mageazine.

Some time ago I obtained a cover sent from the U.S. Consulate
at Kanagewa, Japan, to Greenfield, Mass., via San Francisco in 1866. The
létter was carried by the ORIFLAIME to San Francisco and then by the
GOLIEN AGE to Panamals The ORIFLAMME arrived at 5.F. Febs 4. 186635 the
GOLIEN AGE clepa.rterl from 8eF. Febs 10, Allwong 14 days to make the run
to Panama, she would arrived there about Feb. 24+ Now what I especially
want to ascertain, is whether your records would show what steamer picked
up the letter at Chagres end forwarded it %o N.Y. There is no N.¥. back=
stamp on the cover to indicate the time of its arrivals

I akso have a cover from Matanzas, Cuba sent to Portland, Me, by
the OHIO. This is stamped STEAMSHIP 10 in a circle. Neither the New York
Public Library, the Buffalo Public Librery, the Grosvenor Reference Library
nor the Congressional Library have picture of this ship., Do you have any
idea where I night find one?! That 1>rc wee such a steamer is amply proven.
Incidentlt Grant's “emoirs mention that she carried him and several com=
panies of the 4th UsS., Infantry in Jlly 1852 from N.Y¥s to Paname, when the
reg ment was transferred to the Pacific Coasts They reached Aspinwall in

2 Aavr
@ Gy Se

ek ca- oS

of any suggestions or assistance your

I will be deeply appreciative
t some future tme— you ‘.'nt to run another

care to offer me. And alsc. If =
erticle on one of the Gold Rush steamers, I'd be very glad make a scale
broadside sketch of her, if 1.8He Thank you & lotis

Very cordially yours,




434 South Grand Ave.,
Fort Thomas, Ky.

Aug. 5, 1939,

M!' L Erik Hey1 9 . 4
oo8 East Hazeltine Ave, ?
Kenuore, N

Dear Vir., Heoyl:

f I have been away on a 1ittle vaeation and found your
letter of July 15th on my return, I was quite pleased to
hear from you as I gnva read with much interest your various
articles in "Stamps", in fact I have been quite careful to
¢lip them and praaervo them in my scrap book.

- The subject of the Ocean Meils has long boen of much
interest to me, but I have confined practically all my research
work to the period 1839 - 1862, I night add that I have de-
voted more study to the methods employed in transporting the
mails, rates, markings, postal treaties, etc. than to meh of
a detailed study of tho various ships,

I regret to state that I have no data in my files re=-
garding the California - Eastern mails of the period of 1866,
I belisve you ecould obtaln the information you desire by re=
ferring to the files of the N,¥,Herald at the New York Publie
Library,

I am sorry to state that I have ho picture of the "8.8,
Ohio" though I have in my files quite a detalled history of this
early mall steamship, which entered the New YorksChagres run in

September of 1849, I hardly know where to refer you for a picture

of thls steamshlp though you might get some results if you would
write to eny of the following: .

Frenk C. Bowen,
Author of "A Century of Atlentic Travel - 1830 - 1930"
Published by Sampson Low Marston & Co,, Ltd, London

or
F. Laurence Babgock,
Author of Spanning the Atlantic"
Published by Alfred A, Knopf, New York, N.Y,
or
David B, Tylep
Author of §team Conguers the Atlantie"
Published by D, Appleton-Centnry Co. New York,

Perhaps the best of the three would be lir, Babcock,



; #2.
Mr, Erik Heyl - Aug, 5, 1939,

Thanks very much for your offer to make a sketch ror
me of any of the early gold rush steame®s, I have had in mind
~an article on the "California", bmt I have been unable to
locate a satisfactory picture of this ship,s May I inguire if
you have one or know where I can obtaln one? The half tone in
the Berthold book is very unsatisfactory.

Again thanking you for your kind letter. I an
Cordially yours,



338 East Hazeltine Avenue
KENMORE « NEW YORK.

Aug.7+1939

Mr Stanley B. Ashbrook,
434 South Grand Avenue

FT. THOMAS. KY

Dear My Ashbroeki-

Thenk you for your very nice lettere I have taken your hint and
haeve written Mr Babcock in re OHIO. From the Kayybep't 1 have received
word that she was not in Naval Service during the “ar 186%=4.

1 have a picture of the CALIFORNIA (PelieS48s) tho I don't know
if it is the CALIFORNIA or the OBNGONe. Wiltsee shows the pieture in
his GOLD RUSH STEALERS as GABEFORNIA, but A, R. Rowell used the same
picture in an article in STAWPS about a year ago and labelled it ¢
OREGONs I have written Wiltsee and asked him. Rowell wrote me that
in some books it is labelled OREGON, in others CALIFORNIA.

Anyway I am herewitheending you both photo and scale drawing.
“robably the confusion will be solved when 4 hear from Wiltsee. *hen
I'll let you knows.

I recently bumped into a rather similar mix-up. In one book, and
I regret that I cannot recall the name and author, it was stated that
the U,S8. auxiliary cruiser FORT JACKSUN wes an ex-merchant liner and
was formerly, before having been taken over by the avy in 1862, the
NORTEH ALERICA of the Vanderbilt Independent Facific Line. However
Wiltsee states that the INORTH ANERICA was run ashore in a bright moon=
1it night about 60 miles off Acapulco in 1852 or 53 and became a total
losss According the the Navy Yep't, which has the original bill of
sale, signed C. anderbilt, the FORT JACKSON had that name when she was
sold by Vanderbilt. After the War she was sold for $108.000.00 to
D+ Be Allen at Hew York in 1865.

The other day I sent to you a sample set of my Steamship Cover Album
Leaves: Since then I have been asked whether I'd just sell the page with
the picture, omitting the page with the history. I've decided to do this
and am therefore setting a price of 20¢ for the page with the photograph
and Z0¢ for the photograph itself without page, &s some collectors might
just want to have the photo to paste in their albums.

Sometime or the other, if you could send me the HISTORY OF EHE OHIO,
I'd much appreciate ite I have a letter from her from Matangas, Cuba.,
marekd steamship 10s Incidently I also have an interesting cover, stamped
"SAVED FROM THE WRECK OF THE COLOMBO". After months of writing I finally
got the whole history of this mishap together,

Cordially yours,

ERIK HEYL G}Q}



L m &wth Qrazxd Ave..
i ; ?ﬁﬂ Thms' m“ .
ms. 10, 1939.

~ 338 Dast Haaaltine Ave., _ ik Bt DU i
Kﬂmm' J‘YQ | . 8 T : ; i 2 el .

: A"“VDG&I' s m‘ylz _ Sl ,

U Your cémnmﬂ.aation oi' mcant. datb enclosing pho‘t;n and

'ﬁdatn on the Cunard "8, 5¢ Popsia" wes duly reteive T
enclosures were quite int'ercst:mg and I an ety ung them tﬁ e

s " you with my smcere thaﬂsss.

Mo I a also in receipt of ycmm nf the ’Tth with your eketoh,
hoto and description of the "s. 5, canam,ia" I mmet confess
that what 1ittle résenrch work I heve dond per‘.:ain:kng to the'

- Atlentic and California Lines of Mail Stesmors was devoted more

" to securing data regarding the verious Lines and ships, departurel,
o aprivels, etes = than to illustrations of the verious ships or

. steczaties remrd:mg thea.r slzey homa power etc, ete. »

; I was 1nterested in Four statement fhat ) filbsee’ 1llustrat¢tl
pictura in hig Gold Rush Steamers as the Oregon which was pros. -
pid ,v.bably the California, I note the photo you enclosed me is the
. 'mewe @s the Wiltsee illustration of the Oregon and your sketeh is
e d.ah’bb of the saue ship although I have nade no attompt; to shﬁy
- the detollge I mipht add that I had not noticed that ! “i1tsee had

~.. probably iade wa plgteke in his ilidstrations Perhaps. }m did as

. .1 have noted nany ervors and nisstatements in the Wiltsee book and
T ghink 1t advisable to use caution in quoting from this booke .

7 Wiltdee is getting well along in years and in my opinion is a cranky:
' “9ld man who ig more interested ii proving that Wiltsee ;’L’s 'oight -

: 'V[ju:"athe@' than in etatlng faets.

S “Hay T inquire ir ycm Have a eopy of Drs Bartho].d'e book,’
- ope Pionear Steewer - Oalifornia”? . In my opinion this work is
excellents Berthold Iliustiated a rather poor picture of the :
“Californie and I have every reason this ocut is of this ships Your
-~ 4)Iustrations show three masts w‘hemas the Berthau pﬂ.cture snm"a
-but twoe e ; :

An account in the New Yark Daily ribune, oct. 9, 1848, a8 "

» quoted by Berthold states, "She has an upright stem and Jo TEPEAY

- Your 1llustrations and the one in the W1 X ally :
different from the Berthold picture, The same art.tele states the

| 'ship was 1100 tons, with 200 feet keeJLg 34 féot beanm, and 20 feat
d‘arﬁuh of hold.

- According to the report of Comiod ore Perry to the Seeretu'y
of the Navy under date of June 12, 1850 (Exe Doce #91 = Hs O of Heps =
o2nd Congress - lst Session), it was :stated the califemia was
_gg-_% not 1100 &s above, the "Pamema" wes "1087 tons" sailing
o Tlew York on Decs 2, 1846, and thio regon vas 1009 ons s4iling



i 'm-. Erik Heyz. - Aug:. m. 1939. : . .
: {.f.‘rom Bew !‘m cm Dew 5 1848. The oontraet ror all tmﬁ ot

these ships called for eteam ships of 1500 tond each, but notvith-' |
standing this ppecification, the three wore accopted 'try tho Navy

i Department. These taet:a x suppose ymz well Imow.

B ' The 8s 8, omo apems:ad ‘on the B.n to Chﬂgres ron and
‘.entered the service of the U, S, Mail Steanship Co, on Sepbs _80,

S 1849 aailtng from Ne¥, for Chagres on that date, - S8he reached

. Havena on Sepbe 27th and then sailed for New Orleans and baek o

f~

© Hew Yorke. The Fpleon operated between Havana ‘and ‘Chagres and as

“far as my records: show the Ohio continued on the run from New York

to Havama to New Orleans and back to New York during the balance of
1849 and the first 8ix nmonths of 1850 with saveral azcep-bions whon R
,trips to cnagrea were mad o, s : ok

Wi The fi:c'at wip off tha “tho to C&mgres wos mads. iz*am
New Orleans om Febe 28, 1650, I have quite several long regorts
on the Dullding of the Ohio. bu 1 douvt if very much oi‘ these

7 woulé be of inbtereat to youy ¥ A veport to Cmaouore Mg Gy Porry

. New Yerk) doted Jauy 21, 1849 2IVeR the following:

Ve 3y Mo (Goneral Supcrinﬁendm Agent Tor U, 8, Ocea;;' ‘Iaﬂl St:eunom. S5

‘ The Ohio was built b'f Bishop & Simonson = DLuensiona, length of

keel 228 feet, length on deck £48 feot, sxtreme beam 46 feet, :
gepth 8 foot, hatght botweon decks 8 ieeh suston house t;onnaga
i 400 tons. ;

g % e &s neaz‘ as - my records show the Ohio was tuken oi‘f tzhe rsgu-
e pun and z!eplaead by larger end more uodorn shipes The Uy Be g
“Hail Steeamshly Co, evidently held her in Peserve and ske mnde e
';'oceaﬁiml teips in 1852 and 1853, The last record I have of 2. ‘b:‘ip
she made was on the New Vork - Chagres run, leaving lew ¥York on FE
Yare €, 1854 Whethe? tho: Cmapany gold her to come other eompeny i
after th;.s and her name was changed I do not iow, I have no recerd -
that ghe was wrecked bubt after March of 1854 I con find: nbthlng in s
iy Pecords 1ndicating she was 8till the property of the ¥, 5, N. 8. H.
. Qo So far as T am aware she was never transfevred to szc:lfic :
waters and I doﬁb‘b if she entored any Kuropean mn. ; )

' - Regafding the Narth :meriea. K:V.Ltsee is qu!.te com'ect ;
tshe V‘wd Tbllt ship « San "rencisco to San Juan del Sud (in 1851-1852) :
‘was wrecked on the nisht 01 Feby 27, 1852, There was & siiling ship
by the name of the North America which left .New York early in 1852 :
and went around the Horn to San Franciséo, I havé no recoprd that
vazﬁerbilt ‘afterwards namned an.y of his shlpa the North Ama”ica.

“In the Civil Rar: days there Was o Vs .S. ‘I‘m.napor‘b zaip by tho
nage of the liorth America which was wrecked at sed Der:. 22, 1664
with & loss nff 194 lived, . Where I:do not know. :

Regurding the "Fort Jackson” . "k’hotor*‘:‘aphia Hﬂ.atqry of the
Cﬁ'ﬂ Har' - ten volumés - by Miller = Published 191l by the neun
of Reviews Go. has @& pleture of the "Fort Jackson' on page 61, _
Voluxe €, /Beneath thie pietwre is, "From the Merchant. Marina - The
Fort Jackson" < Pieture taksn in Déc, 1864 « and further."This pcwor-
ful g_:‘ﬁg__v}hcel steamer of 1770 tons burden was a regular river .
m”ngﬂr steaner . K far as being a regular rgvemese&ggr stean
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lips ‘Brik Heyl - Auge 10, 1939,
thisg is auz'ely an error.

It is possiole that: uiltsee is m*on@ and uh ¥ the ship
was not a total logs and that it was salvaged and put back into
serfice. His accounts were {rom newspaper roportq immediately -
alter the wreck in early larch of 18562,

T trust what fncomplets inf onnation I have given you will
be of some assﬂ.“taﬂoe.

Cm*dially yours,



338 Bast Hazeltine Avenue
KENMOR%, N.Y.

Aug. 12, 1939

Mr Stanley B. Ashbrook,

434 South Grand Avenue
Fort Thomas. Ky

Dear Mr. Ashbrook:=

Thank you for your long, interesting and informetive letter.
Now as regards the CALIFORNIA. I am of the opinion that the description
as gliven in Dr. Berthold's Book, which I do mot have and which is not
in any of our local libraries is sufficiently accurate to match the
picture. The bow or stem is "upright", even tho there is & slight
flare-out at the top. This is especially apparant when the profile
of the bow is compared to the usual clipper stem in vogue in those
dayse I do not believe that the absence or presence of a bow-sprit
znd an extre moast is of any considerable moment, as these ships were
re-rigged every once in so often.

However I'm of en open mind in the matter. In the matter of
messurements, particularly as pertains to the length of any ship, it
depens what length is meant; over-all or over=deck; between perpen=
diculars or the @ksitance from where the stem cuts the water to a vertical
line drawn thru the center of the rudder=post, or the water~line. My
record shows an o=a length of the CALIFORNIA of 225' and a p.ps length of
2008. The same thing applies to the registered tonnage. In fact the
ORECONIAN of the C & 0 Line, which changed hands about four times, had
2 different tonnage every time she changed owners, tho there was no
change in her exterior domensions.

I have sgince writing you received the following letter from
the Navy “ep't regarding the FT. JACKSON: The original bill of sale
signed by’C. Vanderbilt and executed July 20 1863 in in possession of the
Dgpartment. She was listed as being about 1850 tons burden and was sold
including all her fittings of machinery, masts, bowsprit, sails, boilers,
boats &06e, &ce, for §$350,000.00 : '

8he was rigged as a hermaphrodite brig; length 250'; beam 38'g";
depth 27'; draft 18', average speed 9 knots. On Feb 1 1864 she parried
1 Parrott 1l0O=-pounder rifle, 2 Parrott 30~pounder rifles, 8 Dablgren
o" smooth bore gunse

Us3eS. FORT JACKSON wes commissioned Aug.l8 1863 and stood out
to sea Sep.LJ joining the North Atlantic Bdockading Squadron. Actovely
engaged on bloackade between Fortress Monroe and Wilmington N.Ce till
Feb 1885, when she was transferred to the Texas coast. Arrived back at
New York in July and was sold September 27 1865 at publlc auction to
D. B. Allen for $108,000400.

I have the Photographic History of the Civil War and saw her
picture in it. But she most certainly was no RIVER STEAMER! Her build
is that of an ocean steamer. No river steamer would have a draft of 18!,
And herd up as the Navy was for ships at the beginning of tgg_;;nflict,
even using New York ferry boats in the sgounds off the Carolinag, they
certainly wo 1d not'have taken the risk of sending

v

a river steamer
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338 Bgst Hazeltine
KENMORE « NeYo

Aug. 19. 1939

lir. Stanley B. Ashbrook,
434 South Grand Avenue,
FORT THOMAS. KY.

Dear lir. Ashbrook i=

Thank you for your letter of the 17th. Referring again to the
varying illustrations of the CALIFORNIA, I think that you have hit on
the right solution, especially as regards the rigging.

GOLDEN AGE

I made a very careful drawing of the BBXBRAYVX from Wiltsee's
booke. Later on I got g photostat from the oY, Public Library.

It looks like an entirely different shipl! Two masts instead of three,
fore-mast minus yerds. The upper part of the bow not only shaped
differently but painted vith a white band, &ce, &ce. Were it not for
identical, small details; such as paddle=box decorations, &c., one
could jump to the conclusion that it is two different ships.

I don't have Wiltsee's book handy, but it seems to me that the
picture of pgeR0 is labelled OREGON, tho it is the same picture which
is labelled CALIFORNIA from another book and of which I sent you a
photostat. I guess you "Pays your money and you takes your choice!

" Incidently Martin Behrman, 248l Rawson Ste San Francisco, has
sent me a list of photos he has of old P .S.S. Ships- 8 x 10 prints
$1+00 eachs 1I'll be glad to make a zopy tor you if you want one.

I'm meking a check=up thru the Treasury Yepartment and also the
Ne.Yes Collector of the Port on the titles of some of the old ships;
eépécially BALTIC, ATLANTIC and ADRIATIC of Collins Line, OHIO and
NEW YORK of P.M.S Sej FORT JACKSON, SANTIAGO DE CUBA and NORTH AMERICA,
the latter of the M.Y. & Brazil Mail S.S8. Co. Vihen I get definite data
I'll send it on to you. ' j

With kindest regards,,

Cordially yours,

ERIK HEYL

VN

“Ave



1602 ¥Yennedy Place W,T.

S e Washington D.C.

March Ist. I939.

My dear Mr. Ashbrook:

1 received your letter of Feb.23rd. the 30¢ cover pelonge 1o a
friend who has just 'phensd. me that he is satisfied that Washington
postmark ies not authentic and therefore does not want an expert opinion.
He hae certainly changed fronte sinve I last talked to him.
As the one cent on circular is not true plate III color and has none
of the other characterisitecs of plate III I am sorry I bothered you
with it. I bought it for a plate III and my reason for eending it to
you was becausé of request to inspect such covers which you made in
your book.

I have just been given a cover which has a copy of 3¢ (No.44) tied to
cover by marking which is at head of this letter. Cover is struck
again by this mark,also Stockton,Cal.-March 24th. Fortunately the

ori%inal letter is enclosed and it bears date of March @4th. I863.
Letter is adaressed to Woodbridge,Cal. This letter with demonetized

stamp was handled differently(as to marks)than those described in
your book and it occurred to me that you might possibly like to see

it. If so I will send it to ¥ou and in that case you may hold two
covers which you have and return the three covers at same time.

With kindest personal regards,believe me to be,

Very cordially yours,
S v g
(?Q‘\ 6‘&%«&__.
Tay¥Yor B.Dixon.

P,S8, I enclose herewith stamped envelope in whieh to return coverss

T.BCD.



List of Steamboats inspected by tne Steamboat inspector at
Louisville, Ky. during the years 1854=55,

LADY PIKE 239 tons, Built at Wheeling, 1851,
Sol Catteriin, master, Louisville and Cinn, Mail Line, owner
TELEGRAPH #3 747 tons Built at Cinn, 1852, Moses McClelland,master
RELNDEER 407 tons, Built New Albany, Ind, 1851
D, C. Adams, Master, Chicago and Miss, K. R. Co., owner
Ran between Louisvilile and St, Louis,

HOOSLIER SYATE 344 tons, Built Cinn, 1850, J. E, Montgomery, master
Ran between Louisville and St, Louis,

TASHOMINGO ? tons, Built New Albany 1852 A,J.Briscoe, master -
Ran between Loulsvilile and Memphis

ALVIN ADAMS 592 tons, Built Pittsburg 1855, W. B, Boies, master
Madison, Indianapolis, and Penn, R, R, owner
Ran between Louisville and Cinn,

CRYSTAL PALACE 541 tons, Pittsburg 1852 Wm., J. Kountz, master
Ran between Louisvilile and St., Louis.

Jeo He LUCAS 406 tons., Jeffersonville, Ind, 1854, Andrew Wineland,
master,
Ran between Louisville and St. Louis.

BELLE SHER.1DAN 573 tons, New Albany 1854, J. E, Montgomery, master
Hen between Louisville and New Orleans. .

S. Te Jo TRABUE 577 tons, New Albany 1855, Jas, Tucker, master
Louisville to New Orleans.

HIGH FLYER 406 Madison, lnd, 1854, T. T, Wright, master
Lou. & Cinn, Mail Line, owner, Lou, to Cincinnati,

EMPRESS 692 tons Louisville 1852 Chas. Van Dygan, master
Louisville to New:Qleans,

DAVID WHITE ©36 tons Madison 1852 Wm, McClain, master
Loulisvilile to Cincinnati.

TELEGKAPH &75 ®ns Louisville 1849, T. M, irvin, master
Louisville to St. Louis

ECLIPSE 1117 tons New Alibany 1852 E, T, Sturgeon
Louisvilile to New Orleans.

CHANCELLOR = 373 tons, Louisville 1850, Chas. P, Bacon, master
Louisville to New Orleans

EMPIKE 447 tons New Alpany 1849 Chas. H. Meekin, master
Louisviile to New Orlieans.

FASHION 408 tons New Albany 1851, Horatio Church, master
Lou. & Cinn, Mail Line, owner, Lou., to St. Louis,

GLENDX BURK 425 tons New Albany 1851 H. W. Smith, master
Lou, to New Orleans,

MARy HUNT 669 tons New Albany 1852 Harry Spotts, master
Lou, to New Orleans

ROBERT I WARD 9798 tons New Albany 1852 Siles F, Hiller, master
Lou., ©t0 New Orleans.

A, L. SHOEW&LL 583 tons New Aibany 1852 B. L., Elliott, master
Lou. tTo New Orleans.

JAMES TRABUE 244 tons Louisville 1854 C, Heslep, master
Lou., to Pittsburg

LEXiINGTON 512 tons Louisville 1850 Jas, Mather, master
Lou. to New Orleans.

D. A, GIVEN 185 tons Paducah, Ky, 1852 E., Woods, master
Lou. ©o Memphis,

LUCY KROBLNSON 259 tons New Albany 1852 S, Mallon, master
Loue To New Orleans,

EMMA WAYTS 111 tons Paducah 1852 N.B. Brown, master
Lou, ©o Memphis

Te Co Twitchell &6 tons New Albany 1854 J,., H, Faucett, master
Lou. to New Orleans.

.



#2.

FORREST ROSE 205 tons Pittsburg 1852 John W, Skets, master
Louisville to St. Louis,
FANNY BULLLIT 438 tons Jeffersonville 1854 L, B, Dunham, master
Lous to New Orleans,
ARABIA 222 tons Brownsville, Pa., 1853 John Woodburn, master
Lous. to Cinn,
BEN LeEE 122 tons, Cinn, 1852 W, C. Crawford, master
Lou. 0 Memphis
PORT PLiT 130 tons Brownsville 1848 Andrew NMiller, master
Lou, to Cinn,
WiLL.AM W, FARMER 207 tons Louisville i854 J, W, Cannon, master
Lou. to New Orleans.
FOKRT HENkKX 157 tons Wheeling 1855 Sam, Mason, master
- Lous to St. Louis,
CASTLE GOnDUN 161 tons McKeesport, Pa. 1855 Alex Devenny, master
Pittsburg to St. Louis
UMPIRE OF NASHVLILLE 139 tons Nashviile 1854 Hughes Dgvid, master
Lou. to St. Louis
RALNBOW 486 tons New Ailbany 1854 Wm, R, Holleroft, master
Lou. to Evansville
ARIEL 169 tons Cinn, 1854 T. M. Buffington, master
Lou. to New Orleans.
l. Go CLINE 295 tons Madison 1855 I, C. Hite, master
Loue to St. Louise.
BLUFF CITY 252 tons Lou. 1854 1I. F, Hicks, master
Loue to Memphis,
LONE STAR 126 tons Lou. 1854 I, S, Smith, master
Lou, to New Orleans.
BEE 150 tons New Albany 1851 G.W.Stewart, master
Lou. to New Orleans,
JAMES JACKSON 144 tons Pittsburg 1849 J. S, Sullivan, master
Loue %o Henderson, Kye.
GOLDEN GATE 317 tons Madison 1852 Jomn C, Crane, master
Lou, to New Orleans,
SOUTHERNER 893 tons Jeffersonville 1853
KR LA B X RLABRER AR L XA AKXBRB L XTI RER
master
Lou, & Cinn, Meil Line, owner, Lou, to St. Louis
NATLONAL 248 tons Lou. 1854 J, C. McManus, master
Lou, to New Orleans
WiLLLAM GAKVIN 2069 tons Lou, 1856 James ¥, irvin, master
Lou, to Elorence, Ala, (Tenn, river boat)
ANTELOPE 587 tons New Aibany 1855 Edward Brown, master
Lou, to New Orieans.
LEWLS WallMAN 317 tons Cinn, 1850 F, W. Florer, master
' Lou, to New Orleans.
SULTANA 665 tons Paducan 1851 Sam, Montgomery, master
Lou, to New Orieans
LNGOMAR 730 tons Lou., 1854 J. O. Greenlaw, master
Lou. to New Orleans
JUDAH TOURO &332 tons New Albany 1854 Sam, Gwartney, master
Lou. to New Orleans,
MARL1ON 133 tons, Lou. 1854 W. McPnerson, master Lou. to New Orleans
CAP1TAL 448 Lou, 1855 J., He Ure, master Lou., to New Orleans
PETER FELLON 737 New Albany 1855 John Box, master Lou. to N.O.
BEN FrANKL.LN 732 Lou. 1855 Issac H. Dollis, master
Lou, & Cinn, Mail Line, owmer, Lou. to N.O.
We N, SHERMAN 1954 New Albany 1835 M. Gwartney, master Loue. to N,O.
KR.W,POWELL 249 ©New Albany 1855 K, H. Martin, master Lou. to N,O.
RAFPIDE 408 New Albany 1855 J. C, Dowty, master Lou. to N.O.
NIAGAKA 798 New Albany 1855 H, I, Spotfs, mester Lou. to NeO.

Sol Catteriine,
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DAVID TATUM 3875 Jeffersonville 1855 T, E. Draffine, master Lou,
to St. Louis

FLORLDA 546 Lou, 1855 ©Starling Wells, master Lou. to N.O.
P, C. Wallas 230 Lou, 1855 G, W, Carras, master Lou. to N,0.
BELLE SHER.LDAN 573 HNew Albany 1855 Horatio Duvall, master

Lou. to N,O0,
MAGNOL.A BrANNER 160 Lou. 1855 Adam Leonard, master Lou. to N,O,
BELLE QUIGLEY 132 tons Brownsville 1852 Geo. W, Triplett, master

Lou. to Madison, 4ind.
JANES E. WOODiUFF 612 New Albany 1852 E, W, Gould, master

Loue St., Louis, and N,O.
EVANSVLILLE 155 Brownsville 1854 Abner Baird, master

Lou. to White and Arkansas Rivers,
FAWN 182 Lou., 1851 Bunce, master Lou. to Henderson
PRiINCESS 715 Cinne 1855 T, C. Holmes, master Lou., to N.O.
R. L. COBB 197 Lou., 1855 L. Northerner, master

Lou. to Nashville (Cumberiand Hiver Boat)
RODULPH 272 Madison 1855 John Crane, master Lou, to St. Louis
YAZ0O BeuLE 138 Jeffersonville 1855 J. C, Rieves, master

Lou. to Vicksburg
SIAR OF 1HE WmST 435 McKeesport 1855 T, W, Garvey, master

Lou, to St. Louis
REPUBLIC 699 New Albany 1855 J., E, Montgomery, master Lou. to N,O.
LE COMPTE 238 Lou. 1855 A, Greenlaw, master, Lou, to N,O.
JOHN BELL 209 Lous. 1855 E, Van Sickle, master Lou. to Nashville
GRAPESHOT 179 Lou., 1855 S,P.McGuire, master Lou. to Memphis
ALBERTINE 160 Lou., 1850 Milton Aikin, master Lou., to Nashville
CARR1ER 345 Lou. 1855 T. E, Draffine, master Lou. to St. Louis
VERMONT B6l Pittsburg 1848 J. i, Vance, master Lous toO

Carrollton, Ky

CIiy OF CALKO 199 Loues 1855 Je D. Yocum, master Lou. to Nashviile
BLANCHE LEWLS 185 Paducah 1855 Z, Shaw, master Loue. to Nashville
GRACE DARLING 261 Medison 1855 J. S, Neal Lou. to Pittsburg,
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List of Steamboats inspected by the Steamboat inspector at
Louisville, Ky. during the years 1854—55.

LADY PIKE 239 tons. Built at Wheeling. 1851,
Sel Catterlin, master. Lonisville and Cinn. Mail Line, owner

TELEGRAPH#3 747 tons  Built at Cinn. 1852, Hoses McClelland, m&mto.

REINDEER/ 407 tons built New Albany, Inde 1851
D« Co Adans, master, Chicago and Miss. R. R, Coe, owner
Ran between Louilviilo and St Louise. ;

HOOSIER STATE 344 tons Built Cinn. 1850 J. E. llontgomery, master
Ran between Louisville and St Louis

TASHONINGO 188" tons built New Albany 1852 A. Je Briano., naster
Ran between Louisville and Memphis

ALVIN ADAMS 592 tons built Pittsburg 1853 W. B. Boies, master
Madison, Indianapolis, and Penn, E, RE. owner
Ran between Louisville and Cinn.

CRYSTAL PALACE 541 tons Pittsburg 1852 Wnm. Je. Kountszs, mastex
Ran between Louisville and St Louis

J. H. LUCAS 466 tons Jeffersonville, Inde. 1854 Andrew Wineland, master
Ran between Louisville and St Louis

BELLE SHERIDAN 573 tons new albany 1854 J, E, Hentgomery, master
Ran betwen Louisville and New Orleans

S. T. J. TRABUE G577 tons Hew Albany 1853 Jas. Tucker, master
Louisville to New Orleans

HIGH FLYER 466 Madison, Ind. 1854 T. T. Wright, master
Lou. & Cinn. Mail Line, owner, Lou. to Cinn,

EMPRESS 692 Louisville 1852 Chas. Van Dugan, master
Louisville to New Orleans

DAVID WHITE 636 Madison 1852 VWm. MecClain, master
Louigvil'e to Cinne

TELEGRAPH 375 Louisville 1849 T, ¥, Irvin, master
Louisville to St Louis

ECLIPSE 1117 New Albany 1852 E. T, Sturgeon
Louisville to New Orleans

CHANCELLOR - 373 Lou#&sville 1850 Chas. P, Bacon, master
Louisville to New Orleans

EMPIRE 447 New Albany 1849 Chase. He Meekin, master
Louisville to New Orleans

FASHION 408 New Albany 1851 Horatio Church ,master
Lou. & Cinn. Mail Line, owner. Lou. to St iouic

Glendy Burk 425 VNew Albany 1851 H., W. Smith, master
Lou. to New Orleans

HARY HUNT 669 New Albany 1852 Harry Spotts, master
Lous to New Orleans

ROBERT I WARD 798 New Albany 1852 Silas f. Miller ,master
Lou. to New Orlcans

A, L, SHOTWELL 583 New Albany 1852 B. L, Ellitt, master
Loue. to New Orleans

JAMES TRABUE 244 Louisville 1854 C. Heslep, master
Loues to Pittsburg

LEXINGTON 312 Louisvillo 1850 Jas. Mather, master
Loue to New Orleans

W, As GIVEN 183 Paducah, Kys 1852 Ee Woods, master
LOU, to Memphis



LICY ROBINSON 239 New Albany 1852 S. Mallon, master
Lous to New Crleans
EMEA WATTS 111 Paducah 1852 N. B. Brow, master
Loue %o Menphis
T. C, TWITCHELL 496 New Albany 1854 J., H, Faucett, master
Lous to New Orleans
FOREST ROSE 205 Pittsburg 1852 John W. Sketa, master
Lous to St Louils
FANNY BULLITT 438 Jeffersonville 1854 L. Be Dunham, master
Lous to New Orleans
ARABIA 222 Brownsville, Pa. 1852 ® John Woodburn, master
Loue to Cinn.
BEN LEE 122 Cinmn. 1852 W, C, Crawford, master
LOU, to liemphis
FORT PITT 1300 Brownsville 1848 Andrew Viller, master
Loue to Cinn,
WILLIAM W, FARMER 207 Louisville 1854 J, W, Cannon, master
Loous to New Orleans ;
FORT HENRY 157 Wheeling 1853 Same. Mason, master
Lous to St Louis
CASTLE GORDON 161 McKeesport, Pa. 1853 Alex Devenny, master
Pittsburg to St Louis
UMPIRE OF NASHVILLE 139 Nashville 1854 Hughes David, master
Loues to St Louis
RAINBOW 486 WNew Albagy 1854 Wme Re Holleroft, ,master
Lous to Evansville
ARIEL 169 Cinn 1854 T. M, Buffington, master
Lou. Yo New Orleans
I, G. CLINE 295 Madison 1853 I, C. Hite, master
Lous to St Louis
BLUFF CITY 252 1loues 1854 I, F. Hicks, master
Lou. to Memphis
LONE STAR 126 Loue 1854 I, S, Smith, master
Lous to New Orleans
BEE 150 DNew Albany 1851 G. W, Stewart, master
Lous to New Orleans
JAMES JACKSON 144 Pittsburg 1849 J, S. Sullivan, naster
Lou. to Henderson, Ky
GOLDEN GATE 317 Madison 1852 John C Crane, master
Lou, to New Orleans
SOUTHERNER 393 Jeffersonville 1853 Sol Catterline, master
Loue & Cinn. Mail Line; owner, Lou. to St Louis :
NATIONAL 248 Lou. 1854 J. C. McManus, master
Lous to New Orleans
WILLIAY GARVIN 269 Loue 1853 Janmes F. Irvin, master
Lous to Elorence, Ala. (Tenn. river boat)
ANTELOPE 587 New Aibany 1853 Edward Brown, master
Loue to New Orleans
LEWIS WHITEMAN 317 Cinn. 1850 F. W. Florer, master
Loue to New Orleans
SULTANA 565 Paducah 1851 Sam. lontgomery, master
Loues to New Orleans
INGOMAR 730 Lous 1854 J, 0. Greenlaw, master
Loue to New Orleans
JUDAE TOURO 332 UNew Albany 1854 Sam. Gwartney, master
Loue to New Orleans



EARION 133 Loue 1854 We McPherson, master Loues to New Orleans
CAPITOL 448 Lou. 1855 J. H. Ure, master Lous to New Orleans '
PETER FELLON 737 New Albany 1853 John Box, msater Lous to Ne O

BEN FRANFLIN 732 Loue 1855 1Issac H. Dollis, master
Lous & Cinne. ¥gil lLine, owner, Loue. to N. 0.
W. N, SHERMAN 194 UNew Albany 1855 M¢ Gwartney, master Loue. to N, O.

R W POWELL 249 New Albany 1855 Re He Martin, master Lous to N. O,
RAPIDE 408 New Albany 1855 J+C. Dowty, master Lou. to N, 0.
NIAGARA 798 [New Albany L1855 H. I. Spotts, master Loue to N. Oe

DAVID TATUM 373 Jeffersonville 1855 T. E, Draffine, master
Lous to St Louis ‘
FLORIDA 546 Loue 1855 Starling Wells, masber Lous to N, O, p

BELLE SHERIDAN 573 UNew Albany 1B 55 Horatio Duvall, master
Lou. to H. 0. :

MAGNOLIA BRANNER 160 Lou. 1855  Adam Leonard, master

Lous to N. Qe
BELLE QUICLEY 132 Brownsville 1852 Geos We Triplett, master

Loue te Madison, Ind.
JAMES E., WOODRUFF 512 VNew Albant 1852 E. W. Gould, master

Loues St Louis, and N, 0.
EVANSVILLE 155 Brownsville 1854 Abner Baird, master

Loue. to White and Arkansas Rivers
FAWN 182 Lous 1851 Bunce, master Lou. to Henderson

PRINCESS 715 Cinne 1855 T C. Holmes, master
Lon. to N.O.
RE. L. COBB 197 Loue 1855 L. Northerncr, master
Lous to Nashville (Cumberland River Boat)
RODOLPH 272 Madison 1855 John Crane, master Lou. to §t Louis

YAZOO BELLE 138 Jeffersonville 1855 J. C. Rieves, naster

Lous to Vicksburg
STAR OF THE WEST = 435 lMcKeesport 1855 7T. W, Garvey, master

Lous to St Louis
REPUBLIC 699 UNew Albany 1855 J. E., Montgomery, master Lcu. to N. 0,
LE COMPTE 238 Lous 1855 As Greenlaw, master, Lou. to Ne Os
JOHN BELL 209 Loue 1855 E. Van Sickle, master Loue. to Hashville
GRAPESHOT 179 Lou. 1855 S. P, MeGuire, master Lous« to Memphis
ALBERTINE 160 Loue 1850 Milton Aik in, master Lou. to Nashville

CARRIER 345 Loue 1855 T, E, Draffine, master Lou. to St Louis



H

VERMONT 161 Pittsburg 1848 J. R. Vance, master Lou. to Carrollton, Kye
CITY OF GAIRO 199 Loue 1855 J. D. Yocum, master Lous to Nashville
BLANCHE LEWIS 155 Paducah 1855 2. Shaw, master Lou. to Nashville =

GRACE DARLING 261 MNadison 1855 J. S. Neal  Lou. to Pittsburg



434 South Grand Ave.,
Fort Thomas, Ky,

Mey 23, 1939,

Mr, Towner K, Webster, Jr.,
111 West Washington St,,
Chicago, Ills,

My dear Towner:

Herewith I am returning the 1l¢ 1857 Type V stamp,
This is an 1nterout1n§ little item and most unmusual, That
black "21" at first glance indicates a single rate to

- that is, a rate of 24¢ with the letter sent
by an American packet, One shilling was to be collected on
delivery and 21¢ of this amount credited to the American
P,0, However this marking is almost always found on unpaid
or stampless mail, That is why it bothered me at first,
because "why on a stamp"? Naturally the answer was very
simple as such problems generally turn out,

The letter was only "partly paid" by stamps, or
"insufficiently paild" or "Short Paid", Where only part of the
postage was paid, the amount Raid was entirely disregarded and
the letter was sent entirely unpaid", See One Cent book,
Volume 2 - page 338, tracing "nN",

Note the "Short Paid", These tracings were taken from
a cover from Clarksburg, Va, in March, 1861 to London, On the
face of the envelope are stamps as followss 3¢ 1857 - 10¢ 1857 =
1¢ 1857 « total 14¢ paid, The letter was rated at N,Y, as
"wnpaid" and forwarded by an American Packet, It was marked
"Short Paid" and the British P,0, was debited 21¢, On the face
is the British "Due" of one shilling, The handstamp illustrated
is o the same type but slightly different « note the "2" of 21,
The wording and size however are the same,

I think this makes quite an interesting little story
and if you have no immediate use for your l¢ stamp, will you
loan it to me until such a time as I can write a little story
around it and use the stamp to illustrate same?

I enjoyed your little visit and trust you will run dowm
often in the future,

With every good wish,
Cordially,




434 South Grand Ave,,
e : - Fort Thomas, Kys

Vesars, Hoen & Co-y". e
Baltimore, M.
Gentlemeny = | . .‘
| iuﬁéerstand tnat you intend to republish the
Ridgway book "Color Standards and liomenclature" which

your firm originally published in 1912, I have owned a
copy of this superb work for a 'great many years, and am

making this inguiry as 1 have several friands who would -

bé interested 1in obtalning coples of a new edition,
- | oy you can furnish 116 with ,any ,pa-bt_iculara,‘ ':I
will greatly appreclate the favors g Tl

"




BALTIMORE

A HOEN & COMPANY

INCORPORATED

LITHOGRAPHERS — PRINTERS

NEW YORK

CHESTER, CHASE & BIDDLE STS.
BALTIMORE

ONE HUNDRED-_ YEARS

OF SERVICE

April 26, 1939.

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook,
434 S, Grand Ave.,
Fort Thomas, Ky.

Dear Sir:

We sincerely thank you for your kind letter
of April 22 regarding Ridgway's COLOR STANDARDS AND
COLOR NOMENLCATURE.

The first run of this publication has been
sold and we are now preparing a new run (of the same
edition). As this work goes slowly, we regret that
we are unable, at this writing, to say definitely
when delivery can be made.

However, we are keeping your letter (with
others concerning this book) on file and shall glad-
ly write you as soon as we have again reached the
order-filling stage.

Very truly yours,
A. HOEN & CO. INC.

s/

me

RICHMOND
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Collections bought and appraised.
June 13, 1939

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook
434 S. Grand Avenue
Fort Thomas, Ky.

Dear Stan:

The orange brown cover of mine that you
now have came from a recent original find. It was
brought into me by a small dealer who did not even
know whieh color the stamp was.

We discussed value when you were in
New York several months ago. At that time you told
me it should be well worth $100.00 to an interested
collector, so I set a price of $75.00 net to you.
I do not believe I would care to sell it for any
less money.

I have not yet sold the Hawaii cover with
pair of 3¢ 1851. I would be willing to let you have
this for $200.00 net.

I had & long talk with Souren the other
day and he told me you were in New York recently.
Sorry - I did not get to see you at the time.

Sincerely yours,
POSTAGE

STAMPS
FOR
COLLECTORS

CER ANDERSON
SA:PS




CHARLES ENGELHARD,PRES.&TREAS. CLARENCE B. MITCHELL, VICE-PRES.

&
ey ELecTRICAL DEPARTMENT ' s
v ScIENTIFIC & THERAPEUTIC APPARATUS 4
s CaBLE ADDRESS HANCHEMCO" g %
; Feb. 23, 1939
.
;- Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook
L 434 gouth Grand Ave,
1 Fort Thomas, Ky.

Dear Sir:

In regard to your letter of Feb. 16th, one thing to bear in
mind ie that the unfiltered radiations from this powerfnl
source of Ultraviolet light will have a tendency to fade
the pink pigments in your stamps.

5‘ You won't have this difficulty when observing fluoresecence
eince the filter absorbs the radiations that cause the
fading tTo0 occur.

In regard to cutting out the ultraviolet radiations, cheap
and ordinary window glass serve very well or you can use
the Pitteburg Plate if you wish.

< I sugeeest that vou write to the Eastman Kodak Co., tell them
e vou intend using a quartz mercury vapor arc as a source

. of illuminstion 2nd =sk for specific informstion as to

3 the proper photograph procedure and technique ag they can
= cive you far better information on thie subjeet than I

% can. :

e

3

X Very truly

*

y & MFG.CO.

2 J.F.Postell/RR

ettt 3

%)

ENGELHARD




434 South Grand Ave.,
' Fort Thomas, Ky.

Feb. 16, 1939,

¥pr, J. F. Postell;
% Hanovia Chemical & lfg. Co.,
Chestrnut St. and N.J.R.R. Ave.,
Wewark, H.J.

My dear Kr. Postell:

Regerding my Examalite Lamp, I wish to use this
in connection with my stamp photography. I have quite a
large mnlarging and reducing camera I have been using for
stamp photography for quite a mumber of years, This camera
is securely mounted on a large heavy table eight feet long
in a dark room, I intend to mount my lamp on top of this.
camera, snd make exposures with the sole aid of the examalite
lamp, without the heavy glass filter, On my lens I will
use & Wraotten 2 A filter and will employ process panchromatic
plates, My subjects will be about fifteen inches from the’
lens, Do I need anything further? : '

I nave been using the process panchromatic piateS'
and various Wratten filters for some twenbty years, so I am
quite familiar with both. e :

If you can offer any suggestions they will be quite
welcome, :

“The ﬁittsburg Plate Glass Company manmufactures s new
guality of clear glass which cuts out the strong ultra violet
rays, In photographing stamps, I use this glass over the
stamps, Are you familiar with this product and do you re=
commend I use it in connection with the examallte lamp?

Sincerely yours,




SINCE 1915

December 4, 1938
Dear Stanley,

Yours of the 1st, Klein had a violet ray machine
and John Klemman hss one, al8o Max Ohlman. ¥essler bought one
a few years ago., Those are the only ones I know of, It is my
impression that violet ray and quartz lamp are two namee for the
esame thing, - the violet being separated from the other light
ray8 by a quartz priem, I am convinced that the best results
are obtainable only by more study, patience and knowledge of
what they are trying to do than most of the fellows have ever
given. YToasty fooled with one of the machines for a while but
I doubt if he had education enough to thoroughly understand what
he was doing, Jchnny Andrews waf an unusual physicist yet the
mgchine showed him thinge he said were impossible,

My own expPerience has been very limited. My idea would
be to teke sample "readings" and mark them for reference, gradu-
ally building up a mass of data,from which conclusiones might be
drawn., From what I have read I judge it is not difficult to
reach conclusione that are only partially true. There must be
books in the Cincinnati Library, or you might get in touch with
some pPofessor of phyeics at the University who could help you
or tell you what to read, Thie is college stuff, while I went
to work before I wae 16 and have never had money enough to study
all the things I wanted to, Until I read the Ridgway Dbook I
had never keard of an Fngsirom unit,

Some color variations distinect to the eye will be hardly
noticeable under the ray while others almost identical to the
eye will differ greatky under the ray. A good physicist can pro-
bably tell you why, but I don't know enpough high-brow stuff,

If you start with a sample of any stamp, take a Ridway reading,
and then compare other stamps with the sample under the ray I
think you can.get somewhere, If anyone has made the kind of a
etudy of the possibilities (and limitations) of the ray which we
expected to mgke with Johnny Andrews I daven't heard of it, If
you can find out what has been done with the ray in other fields
of work you may get some valuable clews. Very likely the thing
to watch out for is to be sure that the resgults you %et mean
what you may think they mean, Color retention and other human
factbrs may enter the apprarent xewkis results,

I don'% think the ray will distinguish between carbon

blacks (lampblack), bone-black (calcium content), or negrbsin,
but probably few different cleaning agents have been used and



#3 Stanley Ashbrook 13/4-'38

& WESTFIELD |

s NEW JERSEY'_:J

SINCE 1915

it should mot be difficult to get samples of these, (many have
a chlorine bage), - apply them to etampe and see how they react
tc the ray. Of course if the cancellation has been cleaned off
it doen's make much difference what was used to do the cleaning
but if you know what to look for, finding it may be much easier,
Some slicker may have found & cleaning agent that will foel the
ray .

The only way I know of to detect negrosin is by photo-
graphy with infra-red rays. Mogt oldtime blacks were either
carbon or bone black while modern blacke are either made of
negrosin or contain it, Infra-red reds go through carbon like
sunlight through a window pane while negrosin stops them like a
brick wall. You csn make tests with common calcium compounds
and see if and how they react to the ray. Most of the pigments
used in the early etamps can probably be determined by reference
to books of the periocd. Perkins' mauve - the first of the ccal
tar derivatives - was probably not used much in thie counitry .
before 1860, and most of the anilinee are of much later date.

Thanks for the Boston carrier pmk photo., I am sorry Clara's
did not get i nto the carrier chapter, especially as it could
have been Bqueezed in if I had known John made a drawing of it

before I got back from camp, If I am licked in your other letter

Yours si%:r:g‘,

it is all right with,



CHARLES ENGELHARD,PRES.&TREAS. CLARENCE B. MITCHELL, VICE-PRES.

%52;ﬁéaw¢ég§£a%¢9%//€;;Z§g25%gbgz;mxaa
ELecTrICAL DEPARTMENT J g t%?%“
ScIENTIFIC & THERAPEUTIC APPARATUS 7 . Z

CABLE ApDRESS 'HANCHEMCO”
November 22, 1938

Mr. otanley B. Ashbrook
434 S. Grand Avenue
Fort Thomas, Ky.

Dear Sir:

I am glad that you see eye to eye on the propo-
sition of the Examalite lamp. This will be sent o you very
shortly. In the meantime we are mailing you, under
separate cover, such data as we have regarding the use of
ultraviolet lamps for examining stamps.

There is Just one question that arises, namely,
it is possible to use one of several filters and we have
chosen to put into this lamp a heat resistant filter. This
we did, first — because of its durability, and, second -
because of its cost. The second filter is the so-called
Corning G 986 filter which is denser insofar as transmission
of visible light and somewhat more monochromatic as far as
ultraviolet is concerned. These latter filters are sold by
the Corning Glass Works, at $10.00 per 6-1/2 inch square,
with molded surfaces, and several dollars additional for
one with ground and polished surfaces,

If you feel that you want to you can order the
second filter either through ourselves or from the Corning
Glass Works and try it at the same time. We, ourselves, do
not feel that it has sufficient value to warrant the greater
expense but we do not want to take an arbitrary attitude
about the matter since fluorescence effects are sometimes
obtainable with very slight changes in technique. We suggest,
however, that you proceed with the filter that is a standard
part of the lamp.

MFG. CO.

J.F.Postell/HC Re ch!

ENGELHARD

paratus Division



Nov. 17, 1938,

¥r. Jo F. Postell,
% Hanovia thmical & lifg. Coey
Chestnut St, & 1,J. R, Ry Ave,.,
Ne'al’k, N‘JU

Dear Hire ostell.

‘Your letter of the 10th received and your propoai-
tion is indeed very fairy I did not want to invest {135
in a product I knew nothing about and which might prove
utterly worthless to me,

s I am therefore enclosing cheek Tor $135,00 and you
can forward the lamp to me snbject to the conditlons specified
$a your letters. When you forward 1t, I trust you will dne-
clude neeéssary instructions and suggestions. £0 that I will
be able to give the lamp the best itrial I can. 4

Elliott Porry has recommendad your product very highl

. énd in a letter st received from him, he stated that he could'

. assure me it would produce the resulis e am seaking._.‘Vv
hanking you for your 1nﬁerest, I am

Sincerely yours,



CHARLES ENGELHARD,PRES.&TREAS. CLARENCE B. MITCHELL, VICcE-PRES.
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CaBLE ADDRESS 'HANCHEMCO”
November 137,

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook
434 8. Grand Avenue
Fort Thomas, Ky.

Dear Sir:

We were very pleased to receive your letter of
November 5th and happy that you are willing to test our
equipment. We feel that you will 1like it, Hhowever,
unfortunately, we cannot do exactly as you want but we
offer a counter proposition which we hope will be entirely |
acceptable to you. |

If you will be kind enough to remit your check
for the price of the lamp we will be glad to send the
equipment to you. You may try the lamp for fifteen days,
which should give you ample time to determine whether or
not it is as we state, and, if at the termination of that
period, you see fit to return the lamp you may do so and
re-claim the amount paid in. We will, of course, expect
you to adequately pack the equipment and insure it so that
it will arrive here undamaged.

If you do not like this offer perhaps you will
agree to supply, for the benefit of our Credit Department,
adequate information concerning yourself and give them
time to look into your credit standing and we will then
ship the lamp to you. I hope you understand that these
suggestions are governed by the fact that we must proceed
according to rather strict regulations insofar as shipping
equipment wherein we have had no past business dealings,
and not by any desire to make the purchase of the equipment
difficult.

We are glad that you are taking such an interest
and under the circumstances will be glad to offer you a
10% Commission on any sales wherein you are responsible far
the purchase, if the egquipment is purchased directly thru
ourselves and not thru a dealer.

ENGELHARD



HANOVIA CHEMICAL & MANUFACTURING Co.

-2~ Mr. dtanley B. Ashbrook 11-10838

Please rely on me to cooperate in every way
possible.

Very truly yours,
IMMNH\umﬂLMJ&Mw COMPANY

J.F.Postell/HC Rese

mrch Apparatus Division



i Neve 5, 1938

Mr, J. ¥ Lastell ‘
jo-Henovia Ghamieal & Hfg, Co.
Chestimt St. & NoJ. H, R. Ave.,
llewav-k. ..'f. |

Dpar lﬁ‘. POStell.

Heny thanks for your 1etten of the 29ﬁh. I an very

. mich interested in your new lamp ant 1f 4t 15 all you eclalm
“for it, I want to obtain .ones I supgest therefore that you

- 'make ny ene Tor me and forward so that I can pive it a
briale If satlsfactory I uill renit checg immed¢ately.

‘ I have quite a ﬁumber of frlends wham I think I could
“dnterest in purchasing ¥hese lamps provided I could: bive uy
: unqualifled approval of theum, - : 7

However before &aing so I would want to be in & posi-
' tion to asswre them that your. lamp ‘is the best oneé on the
market at the present time and much wWoTre effic&ont that those

now iﬂ nseo

" 1p T cowld influence any of my friends to-puchase,
mey I iaquive If you wx;xd allow meé & commission on &ach 1amp.
and how ymchs 2

Sincerelylyours,










CHARLES ENGELHARD,PRES.&TREAS. CLARENCE B. MITCHELL, VIice-PRES.
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CaBLE ADpRESS 'HANCHEMCO”
October

Mr. otanley B. Ashbrook
434 So. Urand Avenue
Fort Thomas, Ky.

Dear Sir:

Our mutual good friend, Mr. Perry, has told me that
you are interested in securing a good ultraviolet lamp for
the examination of postage stamps. I am happy to advise
you that very shortly we are going to put an absolutely
new model on the market.

This equipment is illustrated in the enclosed snap
shot. 1t consists of a new form of guartz mercury arc en-
closed in a lamp housing, as shown, and fitted with a
special filter which transmits only radiations suitable for
fluorescence analysis.

A suitable transformer is furnished to operate from
an alternating current lighting circuit, 110-120 volts.
The price of the complete equipment is only $135.00, this
being more than $100.00 cheaper than any apparatus of a
similar nature that we have been able to produee previously.

The lamp starts with the turn of a2 switch and is ready
for use within four or five minutes, during which time it
builds up to the maximum intensity. It is small and easily
portable and will operate in any position. For the time
being this is being termed the S-200 Exam-A-Lite.

These lamps are not yet in production, however we can
make one up special for you and will furnish it within two
weeks after receipt of your order. We know that you will
find it highly satisfactory and we look forward to serving
you.

Perhaps you will find the enclosed papers of interest.
They have to do with the examination of postage stamps.

ENGELHARD



HANOVIA CHEMICAL & MANUFACTURING Co.

-2- lir, Stanley B. Ashbrook 10-29-38

The last time 1 saw Mr. Perry we spent several very
enjoyable and profitable hours going over his private
collection and 1 learned a great deal about his specimens.

Very Axuly yours,

HANOVIA UHQ&IUAL & WFG. co.
/

Wi

J.F.Postell/HC Research Apparatus Division
encl. /
P.S.

The mid part of the lamp shown on the enclosed snap :
shot is noﬁéé P ’f/oﬁggbe appa S foﬁ*examiﬁihg stamps. M CibJ

/VbVF fraroan \s Q/V°<b'iibbg vkt




Reprinted from

THE PHILATELIC JOURNAL OF GREAT BRITAIN

April-1927
Edited By - A.J. Sefi,

EDITORIAL

In our January issue, under the title of "Harnessing Scilence to
Philately" we gave some particulars of the experimental work we

were doing in the utilization of ultraviolet rays for the detection
of forged and faked stamps. Since the appearance of those notes -«
we have received many requests from readers to amplify our remarks
to the extent of explaining the broad principles upon which we
apply this invention. We have no hesitation in devoting another
Editorial to this subject as it is one of the greatest importance
and one that marks a very definite step forward in philatelic re-
search, Let us say at once that this mercury vapor quartz lamp has
exceeded our expectations in many ways and has already proved itself
of great assistance in opening up avenues of expertisation pre=-
viously closed to us. It is not a magic Aladdin's lamp that can
achieve miracles, but wisely used it is proving an inestimablc boon.,
Advisedly we say "wisely used”, as very naturally it takes exper-
ience and care correctly to read and to diagnose the pictures it
prosents, Just as it takes an expert to "rcad" and "X-ray" plate,
so will it becomec necessary for the philatelic experts to evolve the
technique of the new apparatus. Ve have already explained in our
previous notes that most bodies or matcrials show under the influ=-
ence of strong light an individual fluorcscence., By the usc of
ultraviolet rays rcceived on the object through a special filter, it
is possible to obtain a source of light giving out rays of enormous
power but dark to the eyes and yct posscssing sufficicnt actinism
to produce the fluoresccnce., The effect of the application of this
process to a stamp is that on any given stamp any addition of matter
not of the same composition as the original can be decteccted by the
different fluorescence givon off by the materials so differing.

This means that if a stamp has beon ropaired, the repairs (unless
made with material of a chemical composition identical with the
original) will show up a differcent color or shade undor thc rays.
Similarly, should ink pcn-marks have been romoved from a stamp, cven
so that their prcscnce cannot be detectod under a strong magnifying
glass, there is gecnorally cnough of the chomical propertics of the
ink left, wherc the old marks wore, for thom to bocomec immediatcely
visible under the rays. These arc two most valuable ways in which
the lamp may be of scrvice. Therc is anotheor, and that is tho
detcection of a reprint or of an actual out-and-out forgery. For
this tost a specimen of the gonuinc stamp is nceded, then, if tho
doubtful stamp is placed undcr thce rays alongside the gonuinc, a
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fluorescence possibly totally difforcent will be obseorved unless tho
papcr and ink arc of thc samc composition in both specimens. We can
thus apply thesc now tosts to: =

l. - Repaired Stamps

2¢ = Clcancd Stamps.
3« = Roprints
4, - Forgcrics

We have beforc us as we writec an original and a roprint of the 1 :.
franc stamp of the first issuo of Francc, Undor the rays, the genu=
ine appears normal as regards color and paper, while the reprint
appears almost black on a deep bluish paper. Similarly we have be=-
fore us originals and reprints of the first issues of Swedon which
show equally characteristic differences, Apparcntly dangerous for-
geries of early classic stamps almost invariably show tremendousiy
differant recactions to those of tho originals, as the forger hardly
ever succeeded in getting both ink and paper of the same chemical
composition as the original, even though he has satisfied the eye
by the color and texturc he has obtained,

We have always considered stamps the safest form of collecting, as
they are objects produced from definite dies and plates, the exact
description of which is known, so that any departure from the genu-
ine type can be detected. To the expertisation of stamps by the
scrutiny with the unaided human eye for such divergence from the
normal is now added a great scientific force which, either alone or
in conjunction with other methods, cannot but render the hobby even
still safer for the collector. We have received from a correspon-
dent a translation of an arficle by Mr, E. Muller on this subject
in the "Postmarke".

"In the first place we took some complete forgeries and subjected
them to ultraviolet light radiation, for the purpose of comparison

putting beside each stamp under investigation an original of the same

denomination., In each instance, a pronounced difference was immed=-
iately apparent between the original and the forgery. In the case
of a Holstein 1% sch, stamp of 1864 with the small lettering, the
original remained quite dull under ultraviolet radiation, the paper
appeared dark and the color of the stamp almost black; with a for-
gery of the same stamp, on the other hand, the paper remained pure
white and the color of the stamp appeared to be a brilliant blue,
With a Belgian 5 franc stamp 1878-8l1 the forgery remained almost un-
changed in ultraviolet light, whereas the color of the original
stamp appeared a blackish-brown; thc color of the paper also dis-
played a distinct difference; and the gum of the two stamps reacted
guite differently in each ecase, Prom the btests it-is.s8cen that
analysis with ultraviolect light is veory valuable aid in cases of
complete forgeries especially in those rare cases wherc there have
been only onc or two issues of the original, for where therc have

becn a number of issucs the possibility of distinguishing differences

becomes much more difficult., In order to bc absolutecly certain, it
would bc nccessary to comparc the suspeoctod forgery with originals
from each issuc,



-

"As rcgards forgerics of overprints only, in the casc of black inscre-
iption ultraviolet light shows no diffcrent visible to the naked cye
between the rcal and the falsc overprint. Analysis with the help of
the quartz lamp is only useful, theroforc, for stamps with colorcd
(red, blue, ete,) overprints., This applies to complete forgerios,.

"This mcthod of tosting is particularly suitable for deteccting tamper-
ing, Wc examincd a fow cascs whorc the color has been tampercd with
chemically and obtained a romarkable rosult., The color of an origin-
al of the yollow Mcrcury of Austria appcared under ultraviolct light
as a brilliant ycllow, the paper rcmaining white, whorcas the color
of fakcs made from the bluc Morcury appcarcd as a dull brownish pink
and the paper had a dark shadc. With a Badon No, 1 thc papor appcare-
cd quitce dark, whilst a fakc of No. 1 madc by coloring a No, 5 dis=-
playcd a light brown color, A tost with a fake of a spccimen of #%he
rarc faulty issuc of the Baden 9 Kreuzer, black on green, which had
been produced by recoloring the original stamp on a hellotrope ground
gave very interesting result, With originals of the 6 Kreuzer, black
on green, and of the 9 Kreuger, black on heliotrope, the mper, when
placed on the test ray, displayed a dull dark brown, whereas that of
the colored fake appeared as a very bright green"., This extract
shows that experts of all countries are gradually finding out the
advantages of this apparatus.

Apart from the actually detecting of repalr or cleaning, it is of
great use to the expert as a means of showing to the uninitiated or
the unbeliever exactly how the stamp has been tampered with, A
defect quite easily seen by the practised eye may be not so readily
seen by the novice, but with the aid of the ultraviolet light further
discussion or explanation is generally unnecessary. The enormous
scientific progress of the human racc has not left even stamps uh~-
touched, and we hope to sec more and more stamp men, amateur and
professional, developing and using aids now available. May we quote
the words written by Francis Bacon somewhere about the year 1595: =

"T hold every man a debtor to his profession; from thé-which
as men of course do scek to receive countenance and profit,
so ought they of duty to endeavor themselves by way of amends
to be a help and ornament thereunto."
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. page 535
by BACCNIUS, B. 3c.

I'essrse. 3efi, Pemberton & Co., Ltd., are to be congratulated on de-
vising and perfecting a method of harnessing science to philately,
whareby the nefarious trade in cleaned and repaired stamps will
stand a good chance of eventual exterminatione.

In *he past, one of the methods of dealing with a repaired stamp has
ceen to soak it in benzene, when the repaired portion would some-
times appear more opaque. The new process consists in the examina-~
tion of specimens in a special cabinet under powerful ultra-violet
rays directed upon the object through a special filter, and it is
claimed that by this method any portion of the stamp which has been
repairzd, no matter how skillfully, will immediately stand out,
while in a cleaned specimen the old pen-marks, even if invisible
under a magnifying glass, are promptly and clearly revealed.

By courtesy of llessrs., Sefi, Pemberton & Co., we apPend herewith a
few scientific details which may interest some of our readers.

Very many bodies or materials, probably a far larger number than has
aitherto been supposed, show under the influence of strong light an
individual fluorescence, but usually of so weak an intensity that
their own luminosity, coloured red, green, blue, etc., is not per-
ceptible under the influence of ordinary sources of light. The
brighter the source of light, the more intense the fluorescence;

the darker the light, the less intense the fluorescence; in any case
it remains imperceptible, because it is always over-powered by the
bright light which produces it., What is required, therefore, is a
source of light which gives out rays dark to the eyes, but posses-
sing, nevertheless, sufficient actinism to produce the fluorencence

3uch a source of light was discovered to exist in the quartz lamp,
after it had been found possible to produce easily<handled filters
armeahle only to the invisible dark ultra-violet rays, i. e.; the
ays of less than 4,000 A.U. wave length, all the bright light be-
ing entirely cut off. It is true that there was in existence al-
ready a certain fluid filter, composed of 2-3 different solutions
placed one behind the other in layers (the so-called " Wood-filter+);
but the production and handling of this filter was so complicated
that a large number of those interested in this process found it
impossible to fit to their lamps.

The new filter which Messrs. Sefi, Pemberton & Co. use is made of
glass, which appears quite black to the naked eye. The sun appears
Gark red through it, and the quartz burner itself very dark violet.
Rut the effective ultra-violet rays of the quartz lamp, of about
wave length 4,000 to 3,000 A. U., particularly wave length 3,660

L. U., which arc invisible to the naked eye, penetrate the filter.
By means of these particularly actinic rays, with the simultancous
cutting off of all visible light, the characteristic fluorescencc
is produced with extraordinary intensity.
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In the quartz lamp, merecury vapor, contained in a transparcent
vacuum tube made of fused quartz is brought to its maximum tem~
berature by means of electric current, and, thercby, produces a
light of extraordinary strengtha.

It has long been known that incandescent mercury vapor sends out
chemically active rays (ultra-violect rays) in great intensity.

But with ordinary mercury vopor lamps, made of glass, the ultra-
violet rays,were absorbed by the glass covering. This is not the
casc with the quartz lamp. Fused quartz is in the first place en-
tirely permeable by ultra-violet rays, and at the same time allows
the mercury to be brought to a ruch higher temperature than is
possible in glass lamps, because fused guartz withstands a much
higher terperature than that at which ordinary glass liquifics.
Owing to> the extraordinarily high temperature the amount of ultra-
violet light produced ir greatly increased, s> it became possible
t0 construct a lamp which greatly surpassed any existing sourcec of

radiation as rcgards ultra-violet rayses
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June 19, 1939,

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook,
434 South Grand Avenue,
Fort Thomas, Kentucky.

Dear Mr, Ashbrook:

Yor will recall our conversation in Ir, Souren's office some weeks ago, regarding the
Harmer,Rooke sales of the Crocker collection at London. We find that the impression‘
seems to he general, in the trade here, that Dr, Carroll Chase prepared the descriptions
of U.S. stamps as set down in the Crocker cataloge I do not believe he did, except with
regard to a certain few, and I think youn feel the same way about it, judging from what you
told me.

The purpose of this letter is to inquire as to whether you have come across that letter you
ment ioned---the oné from Dr, Chase. If you have, we would appreciate having it. oOur
attorney thinks it should be valuable to us.

Perhaps also you will be willing to give me an address where I can reach Dr, Chase direct,
in Paris or lLondon.

May I have your cooperation?
Yours truly,

Kent B. Sti]ﬂs’
- Stamp Editor,.

e | Tl N E W S HRE AR S EONESTRESS T HC) PEREEING T



SIDNEY B. JONES
5 RUTLEDGE AVENUE
CHARLESTON, SOUTH CAROLINA

May 3, 1939

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook,
434 Grand Ave.,
Fort Thomas, Ky.

Dear Mr. Ashbrook:

Thanks for your letter and the phote of my
block of 1lg-57. I appreciate your kindness. You certain-
ly made a clear phote - are you an expert photographer as
well ag a "57 to 60" expert?

Not knowing buyers of such material I really
hbave not tried to sell these stamps. I sent a photostat to
a. dealer from whom I ordered some stamps but he declined to
make an offer, stating that he had no customer interested

at the time.

Like most noviges - I would figure the value
of the stamps at about one-half catalogue. If I decided te
break the bleck I would divide it as follows:

Type I single (8l) catalogue ------ $ 30.00
" Block of 4 (82-93) " -cce-- 400.00
W W & (84-95) W auasua 400.00
® Cracked plate (91) W --e-e- not listed
Type II Strip of 3 (72=-74)% -cea--- 60.00
* Double transfer (71) -----=- 30.00

which would tetal $920.00 without the cracked plate (91)
added in. Therefore according to the “rule of thumb" I
would say the vlue to be about $500.00. However, you could
give me an idea of how right this would be. I would hate
to break the block for my general collectien and would wel-
come advice from you as to its disposal intact.

I have offered the stamps to noe collector,
although I intended deing so by sending the phote to several
in turn; however, I will not do this until I hear from yeu,
for I would like to have you make a sale and get paid ( thru
a commission) for the splendid phote you sent me.

Any informatien or advice you care to give
me will be appreciated.

Yours truly, N

M‘/d%w“




434 South Grand Ave,,
Fort Thomas, Ky.

Vay 18, 1939,

Mr, Sidney B. Jones,
5 Rutledge Ave.,
Charleston, S, C,

My dear Mr, Jones:

I have been down East for several weeks and found’
your letter of the 3rd on my return,

I would indeed like to be of some assistance to you
in finding a buyer for your Plate 12 stamps and I will do se
if 3osa1b s The trend ef collection at the present time
is "condition", and it seems as though rarity or catalogue
prices cut little figure, Collectors seem to disregard every
feature but condition" and personally I rather deplere this,
because I am of the old school and went thru my early years
in philately with an appreciation of rarity in spite of cone
dition, Blocks of any size from Plate 12 are rare, in fact
very few exist, hence such pleces regardless of imperfect
perforations should command a premium over catalogue quotations,
But in selling, one has to find a buyer, and at the present
time, if a stamp, a strip, or a block iz not "perfectly centered",
buyers do not scem to be interested,

I would advise you not to sever the block because I
really do believe that eventually you will obtain more for it
if left in its present ghape.

I will keep your letter before me and should I be able
to locate anyone who would seriously be interested in ecouiring
the item, I will write you.

I fear I am not an "expert" in any line, in fact I
rather diglike to be placed in such an exalted position, I love
the serious side of philately and some 25 years back I reeognized
what an immense help photography would be to me in my work, Seo
I started to experiment with philatelic photography and thru the
years I have perhaps acquired the knack of produecing the results
I want on a negatives, I have a marvelous photographic record of
rare and uvnusual items and this record has been of immense
assistance to me,

With kindest regards,
Cordially yours,



. 434 South Grand Ave.,
- Fort Thomas, Ky,

April 18, 1939,

‘,.hr.vblarence W, Brazer :
: 4la Lexington ﬁve.,
New York, He¥,

'Ny dear Clarenee ;

v Hlany thanks *or your kind letter. of thﬂ 10th, I re~
f_turn herewith the 1861 eontract, also a typewritten copys
. I haye marked my copy as gconfidential and will make no use
of 1t vhateoever, that is, by commnicating any of the ~
contents to anyons or making any reference by word, letter
or article.- ‘

: P 4 i & miaht 1mpose F‘ur't'.hez', may I make & eopy of the
harch 1861 advertiscment for proposals for the contract? I

will also send ‘you. typed copy afid will treat this as confidential
ae ths contract. : ‘

s Regarding the print of the vignette for the $1,00: emaha
I tntended to write you regarding this, I thought 'l had enough
5 X 7 plates, but ran out of them belore tha jov was filnished
and had to make the (1,00 vignette on a 4 X 5 plate which was
Just a little bit short at righte 1 suppove I should have held
this over until I got a fresh supply, but there would have been
several uays delaye I em peénding you another print, printed to
the edge of the negative, Hut I doubt if this is any different
from the other, ' If you womnld prefer not too use this print for
the cut, gend the vigne te out to me. anﬁ I will make a same size
on & 5 o G SPERRY

Cordially'youra,q



CLARENCE W. BRAZER

Philatelist
U. S. PROOFS & ESSAYS
EXCLUSIVELY
MEMBER
Tel. VAnderbilt 6-1777 American Philatelic Society 415 Lexington Ave.
File Number Collectors Club—New York NEW YORK CITY
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434 South Grand Ave.,
Fort Thomae, Ky,

Nay 3, 1950,

W

Mr, Clarsnce VW, Brazer,
415 Lexington Ave.,
New York, HNeYe

My dear Clarence:

Your article in the current 8.C.P, 1s fine and the
illustrations ecertainly 4o show: up in grand shape, It was
very thoughtful of you to glve me so much credit, but I
really did not expect thie, =nd was only too glad te. be of
thie 1little asgistance on these magnifigent articles you sare
publighings

I heve-a complete file of "Stamps" and frequently
refer to your "Premiere" artlcles back in 1988, If you locate
the full text of the edvertisement of March 1861, I certainly
would appreciate geeing it, though of conrse I reallze you
publighed the important features it contained,

Ag I understand your presént theory, you believe that
the 244 and 30¢ "Premleres" came from the original states of
these two plates, whereas the regularly issued stamps came
from the second states of both plates, the dirfference being
due entirely to re-entering, Is this correct?

I see no Teason why this conflicts in any way with my
present theory reégarding the whole question of the
‘remierssa,

With kindest regards,

Cordlally yours,

v



CLARENCE W.BRAZER

Philatelist

U S BROOFS & ESSAYS
EXCLUSIVELY
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434 South Grand Ave.,
Fort Thomas, Ky,

May 18, 1939,

Mr, Clarence W, Brazer
415 Lexing&on Ave,,
New York, N,Y,

Dear Clarence:

I am returning herewith the four photographs as
contained in yours of the 5th. As you will reeall, I
made a mumber of photographs several years ago from various
proofs which you sent me, but due teo recent improvement
which I have made in my camera, I think I can produce finer
negatives than those I made back in 1936, When you come
to write the 1861 part of your article I will be only too
glad to make new photegraphs for you and Af you will give
me & little time, I will take special pains and will get
the results such as you would like to have,

I have noted carefully the differences you pointed
out and no doubt your theory is correct, However here we are
deeling solely with die proofs., I would like to make a care=
ful ecomparison between proofs that I was positive came from
the first state of the plate and proofs which I was positive
came from the second state of the plate, I should have mentioned
that I am particularly referring to the 30¢ value, I am wonder-
ing Af you could not make your article stronger by including
illustrations of the above actual plate proofs rather than
illustrating die proofs., Of course you could use the latter
to show your theory with plate proofs as suggdsted to proof same.

I would like to know what you think of this suggestion.

I enjoyed seeing you for even a short time at the Club
and regretted that my trip to New York was so brief that I did
not have the opportunity of spending more time with you., Howe
ever sometime before very long, I hope to locate in or near
New York, at which time an:icipato many little sessions with
Jou.

With every good wish, believe me,

Sincerely yours,
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B Mr. E R Jacobs
o . '1251 Mﬁm-y AVO.,

; Dear Ernioz

,manay ir

' 434 South Grand Ave.,
‘ Fort Thomas, Ky,

June 12, 1939,

‘Evens ton, Ilﬁ‘l ;.

% anelow cheok f’or {65 which y(m &dvanced on the

: r5¢ 87 ;mmvint plece, I apolegiur for the delay in Pe-

_this, but it has been tough tra get hold of eny
ro&mt 'eaks. wa

I eqnaludod a nice sale on a batch of the 3¢ 1851’5

;;;,.,._.but hivenlt recelved the cash as yet, vut will get a cheek
¢ this week, Ireton was a b&g‘dii&pp@intm&nﬁ, as he mly %

. took seven copiea Sem none, and several others p & hnd

| countad on onl.y tcmseﬂ 1n some eWken fesd.

" Hopewith & B¢ 1857 « 48 R 7 creck. I think th:ls

"‘2e & rather nice exauple of thls variety, Please lot me
. know if you can use 1f, It belorigs to & client s 5O please

don't filo it avmy and f‘orget abou‘b 1t.

I am eldtod to aocumpun: cole to chicmgo 1n September.,
vd.th the St:eve Bx'm aala - all axpanaes pé.i .

9‘!‘1.6 S.N.? Gi’ve him. uy regards. i

Youre etc. v



454 South Grand Ave.,
‘- Port Thomas, Ky,

March 2, 1939,

lire Le Ry Jatobs,
% Mrs, Harry lanchester,
320 Betty Lane,
01earwater, Flnrida.

« Dear Trnie: -

Mildred had quité a sick spell after you loft and
is still feeling punk and jush dragging around, 8o I will'
make this briefs

, - "Was net able to get Ireton out £0 house until today.w,
I d1d not offer to sell him as a whole, as I can do better .
by retail, I borrowed $500 from him, which I enclose, and
balanee will follow as soon as I can finance, I didn't ask
. him for more, In view I am taking this myself, can you cut
the priece? If so, it will help a lot, Have 2 heart, - I got

3300 in Kelleher sale and paid Dan ecash, though I haven't
sold a single item, As soon as some cash comes in on these
lots (Bmerson), I?1l shoot it to you and see how quick I can
clean this 3¢ 51«57 up. :

3 Mildred was heart broken that the only sieck spell in
- years had to come during your visit, We gat Mariefs thoughx-
ful 11ttle 1etter and appreciated 1t.

- I de think it was wise in decidxng to drive in day
light and I trust you reached Dalton before dark,

Mildred'l eieknaas hae prevented me from sendin%
. stuff out this week but I will get as mnnh out in next
: days as possible. i

%o do hope you come back this way and have your visit
< out, I am efraid Marle had a rather dull time.

. Qur love to you both.

Yours,

P. S Am sending this Air Speeial, so the check will
reach you as soon as possible, : :

Se



E. R. JACOBS
1251 ASBURY AVE.
EVANSTON, ILL,



E. R. JACORBS
1251 ASBURY AVE,
EVANSTON, ILL.



434 South Grand Ave., : R
Fort Thamas, EYe ;i

April 22, 1939,

. Dear Ernie-

; it ce”tainly was a long time between drinks but NOvere
theless, 1 was glad to get yours of the 14th, I had not heard
from you for s¢ long a time, I had about concluded yeu had de-
cided to stay eithor in Florida or. New fark.

' Regarding thé B¢ eolleotion. I have done practically
nothing with 1%, because I have a chap who is quite interested
and to whom I hope to sell sufficient to cover the cost, I
have been working with him ever since you were here and he has
been neking me to hold off, I am hoping he will give.tie pere
mission next wesk to wo thmwu the puges and select overything I

. think he should have, 'I almost had him wp to thls point when

that demn war scare 8Showed up and the stock market went sliding
down,  He usked me 1f I gould hold off until the situation

: “eleared, eBiludid so. X haven't even ziven Sam a cnance to buy

. a'single copy and Have only let Ireton buy legs than $200,
Afger he decides what he wants to do, I will let you know auout
tha items. you wanted for varioue ones, ,

: : 1 tore the wnole collection to pleces, =oaked the majority,
‘.‘pressed them, and remounted, hence the whole lot makes a very
neat ‘and attraative sha»ldg. :

_‘ T ¥old no Sommunisnt fon WA th Hardy, so of eourse I have
7ot sent hima thing and hesldes I wouldn'% try to g6ll him anyw

" thing, I gan find a dozen chaps who will top any price he bids,

Hg = the late & cracks For God's sake don't call this
the "Spider crauk" as Yhat 5, B.- -Jof ferys gave it that name and it
is lousy, I call it the "Liahtning crack” < forked lightni
not 20 hot If1l admit, but much bettor than the term "spider’,

- 806 you. ploked up the top stanp from the 3rd rowe Was it
the bottom stamp in a vert., strip?. A chap down east sent me such
a strip @nd I tried to buy it, but he wouldn't pubt & price on ite:

I am sorry but I do not possess & single one of thess three cracks,

I had one I believe when you were nere, but I sold it without

- any trouble. . Look up my illitstration In Volwme 1, but if this

“won't sérve your purpose, send the stamp down to me or I will send
you photopraphs of the three poaitions - top «tamp is a ‘B

two IOWOP ones -are "A", :

I delayed writing you, thinking perhaps I sould run up
to Chicago and be with Harry and yourself on Monday, but I didn't
dare leave as I an expecting a chap to turn up herve most any: day
who has soumé real money. It would be too bad if he dropped in
and I was out of Town, ‘ '
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0 New York next manth and take her with me.

2. ‘
ey By R, Jaeobsv; Apr11~22; 1939.

I may have to go to New York around the 18%, quite

~a nice little Job in sight and expenses gueranteed¢ X

Vildred réguests that you t8ll Yarie that she ree
ceived her letter and will write her soom. I have been keoping
her awfully busy and she has never fully recovered from that
illness, What she needs is a change and a remt, but I
couldn't get along 1f she loft me, S0 I may decide to drive

Marjorie left the middle of Maroh to reeide in San Diego,

Califs with her Aunt, Edythe!s oldest sister, She is located

whore they cannot teke the boy away from her unless they go out
there and get him, and take him back and I doubt 1f they will deo

this, ' I sure would love to Pun up and spend a day with you and .~

Il do so later on,

Bz Cole will be hhrb gometime this guamer with the Stevo
Brown collection and he wants me to go to Chicago and help him
show it theres 1T have promiged I would do 0.

I bad a long letter Irom Doo yesterday and he mentioned

+%hat when I went up to Chicago on 'my next trip to have.Cabeen or
you show we the stuff he gent over Tor safe zeeping.

What 1w Gene willing to pay for the 3¢ cover with 1858
yearedate? I may keep that strip of 10 of the 3¢ 1807 because
it shows the. complete distrlbution of the reliefs. ;

I didn't hear from anyonse ﬁown Eagt by the name ‘of
Malcolm, but I'1l bet I would pay more for a 3¢ 1851 on eover

with the Troy = New York, than. he would.

& wonder who: £ ormed t“is collection ori"inally. Do you
,know? He must have been & good friend of Docts, ‘

I know Varie and»yauﬁmust have had a dandy tvip on the
Leat from Milami to New York, - :

Qur love B0 you both,

Yours ete,,



Oct. 27, 1938,

Dr. Carroll Chase, ‘
% The Chase Bank,

41 rue Cambon, ;

Paris, France,

Dgar Doe:

I was very glad to reteive yours of the 17th and to
read the Luff letter, How very foolish it sounds at present
in view Of all we now know on this subject. I have warned Hugh
to be careful what he publighes in his revision of the Luff '
book and pending the appearanece of this work I intend to let the
matter resta If Hugh wants to go ahead and perpetuate a2 silly
"fairy tale" it is 0,K., with me, for I could kil) that tale at
any time I care to publish the evidence I have, However now that
Luff has passed on, I do not think Hugh has any desire to do
- anything but what is right, I had a talk with him in New York
in June and he told me then he thought he would publish Lufflts
version of the Augusts and also the results of otheér students to
dates By this I suppose he meant the conclusions reached by Chase,
Porry, and Ashbrooke. - If there is anyone else who knows a damn
& about these "sample labels" I do not know who it could be, *
Would you say Colson and Ward? Ward came out in lekeels end stated
he had read Luffts account and he had read mine and of the twe he
liked the Luff aecount best. You see, so far as he was concerned
it was a more matter of taste, OFf course anyone who would differ
from that lousy red head from Beston is & S,0,B., in his opinion,
Would that he had passed on instead of Luff, Ho gets werse svery
Yyear, but no one pays any attention to him any more, : 4

I note Luffstated in his letter that you expressed suspieion
that the "Augusts" were never regularly lssued, and that you did
not prove anything. Fith all due respeet to Luff that statement
really is a joke, Ye CGods how he did hate himself, He took it for
granted that whetever Luff said was gospel and woe be unto him who
differed with him, What evidence did he produce those labels
were ever issued? He knew damn well they were children of his
imegination and he didd, never admitting for one second he was wrongs
His whole story of these labels in his boock is a positive joke.

I note - "We have made the rule that when we had evidence
that stemps were not regularly issued we have dropped them from the
catalog". Dammed furmny I would saye It takes evidence to get them
out but no evidence to get them ine _ ‘

: That caneelled copy of the 3¢ August is laughable, Bub
suppose for example oné copy of the 3¢ was actuallg used thra the
mails, then I suppose, one swallow makes & summer', Well do T
: rmli that you once steted that "oOne swallow 4id not meke a summer"

and so flar as these two stories is concermed, I am 1lilke Ward, I
like yours much bhe best, : ¥ o

I have a 3¢ 1861 cerd board proof on cover used in 1866,
gi':ry has examined it and stated it is gemuine, so who am I to
pute Perry's opinion? Therefore I abide by such opinion and no
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Dr, Carroll cgnno - Oct. 27, 1938,

doubt the thing is good. anz rate 1t cost me 27 in a largn
batch of 3¢ 1861 covers was faked I got a "used" proof

‘rather cheape DNow if this proof was actually on thiE"Eabor and
it passed thru the mails does that prove that 3¢ card board =

proofs were regularly issued? According to Luff it certainly
does, and you and I are a couple of boobs and don't know a damn
thing asbout early U, S,

Well at any rate Doec this letter is damm good mnd I anm
keeping a copy of it just for my own amusement, Rest assured I
will use none of it, The old man was fine and I have no desire to
say anything in print about him. I got balled out plenty rar
dubbing his August story a "falry tale”, :

Re - New. Orleans ~ Franklin Carrier etes = See Perfy'ar
Chapter - page 169, We have no evidence that l¢ 1851's were used
to pay the carrier rate there in the early 1850%'s,

You ask why the 1¢ 1851 could not have been used to prepay
the earrier fee, and I think the answer is really very simple,.
The use of 1¢ stamps to pay the carrier fee was surely not permitted '

‘before 1856 at any office, #All monies derived from the sals of

the Baglo and Franklin stamps went to the carriers. The P N.G.
Reports show this to be a fact. Money from 1lf postage stampa wenb
to the government, To have permitted the use of postage stamps to
pay the carriers would have required a complicated system of

aecounting, It was for this samwe reason that the Reglstration fee

had to be paid in cash in the fifties and the fee was not permitted
te be prepaid by staups, Luff said the 5¢ 1856 was issued to pay
¢, when we now know it was lssued to pay the 5¢
shore to ship on cerfain classes of foreign mall, such as letterst o
France up to 1857, -

. Théere 1s no guestion specisal permission was granted certain
offices - Philadélphia maad New York = to use the l¢ 1851 to prepay
the carrier fee but this did not hhppen until 18564 I don't think
anyone can show ¥ cover with a 1¢ 1851 used to pay the fee in 18556
or any prior years, It is possible that sueh items might exist but
such possible uses were contrary to the P,0.,Regulations,

Carrier fees were paid.ln cash, Take the 1852 P, G.Report
"Receipts Lrom Letter Carriers (104,355,92"

"payments Eo LettersCarriersv¢104,555.92"

We lmow full well that vepy few Prankiins were sold %o pay
the fee,

I will shortly forward you deluxe coples of Volwie 1l and
Volume 2. If I was not so darned hard up I wonld present them teo
you but these cost plenty and I can not permit Lindquist to giva me
any free c¢oples,

I will wvelcome criteism on Volume 2,

iy best regards. -
Yourg etc, »
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New York,N.Y,
5 Aug ) 10 » 1926 &

Dr, Carroll Chase
P, 0+ Box 179 A
Meredith, N sHe

My dear Dr. Chase:=~

As I am editor of Scott's Journal, your letter to
Mr. Clark, together with the article for the special
Exhibition number, has been handed to me to read,

Fpom your note, I feel that you yourself do not
think this article will be guite suitable for us and I
regret to say that I agree with you, I had hoped for some-
thing really very good from a philatelist of your standing,
I really do not think the article is what we want, To be
very frank, it does not get anywhere, You express suspicion
that the so-called "August" 1ssue of 1861 U,S, were noE
regularly issued, but you do not prove anything, ¥

We have made the rule that when we had evidence
that stamps were not regularly issued, we have dropped them
from the catalog or, at least, inserted a note telling their
status, I really think it would be bad policy for us to
publish in our own journal a slur about our catalog when
there is no evidence to back it,

Permit me to refer to two or three things in the
article, Stolen dies: Had anything of this kind happened,
I feel very certain we would have heard of it, but I do not
see how it could happen, Dies and plates are the property of
the Government and are kept by the governmentts agent, not by
the bank note company, The agent gives them out for use but
they must be returned daily and all accounted for before the
people using them are permitted to go home, I believe this
care extends to paper and that even damaged sheets must be
turned in, Under these circumstances, I cannot conceive that
dies or plates could be stolen and if they were, how could
private individuals get the stamps printed without rousing
suspicion?

It is my opinion that the first types of the !'61 issue
were altered because they did not suit the bank note company,
It was their first contract with the government and they were,
naturally, anxious to have the work satisfy the government and
themselves also,

You say: "No values of the "August" set are known
postally used excepting the 10c and 24¢"., Dr, J.H.Stebbins
was presented with a cancelled copy of the "August" 3¢ by two
old ladies at Clayton, New York, who took it from family
correspondence,

Again, you say the 3¢ exists in a large number of
shades and speak of having seen a page of blocks of four in the
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Dr., Carroll Chase
8/10/26

possession of a prominent New York dealer. L think 1 remember
seeing something of the kind myself either in the Crawford
collection, bought by the Nassau Stamp Company, or among the
Mandel proofs, which J, We Scott had, but L do not think any
claim was made that they were regular stamps or anything but
trial colors,

You also say that the 90¢ imperforate always look to you
like another stamp that appeared thru irregular channels, L1 do
not know just what this allusion is intended to suggest, but my
experience has been that there are very few 90c imperforate, L
think I have handled most of themes I bought the first pair in
Boston at the time of an A,P.,S, Convention there, LIt went to
Gibbons with my collection and, L think, to Mr, Worthington, A
second pair I bought from the J. M, Bartels Company, which was
sold to a collector whose name L have forgotten, He lived in
Kentucky or Tennessee, died suddenly and nothing has ever been
heard of his very find United States collection since then, I
bought one or two single coples from the Barteis Company, one of
which went to Ferrari, and I doubt 1f more than these that L can
account for exist, So L fail to see why the 90c imperf should be
the subject of much suspicion,

I hope you will not think that I am trying to find fault
with your article, I am merely giving my reasons for my not belng
in full accord with it, and I think you will agree that it 1s not
what we are looking for for the special mumber of our journal,

With kind personal regards, I remain

Yours very truly
(signed John N. Luff

JNL.TW
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o Hew York,N,Y,
A‘%' 10. 1926.

Dr, Carroll Chase S SO L S R

P, 0+ Box 179

Meredith, N.H,

My dear Dr, Chase:=

Ag I am editor of Scott's Journal, your letter to
Mr, Clark, together with the article for the special
Exhibition number, has been handed to me to read,

Fpom your note, I feel that you yourself do not
think this erticle will be quite suibable for us and I
regret to say that I agree with you, I had hoped for some=-
thing really very good from a philatelist of your standing,
I really do not think the article is what we want, To be
very frank, it does not get anywhere, You express auaggicm

_that the so=called "August" issue of 1861 U,S, were no

regularly issued, but you do not prove anything,

We have made the rule that when we had evidence :
that stamps were not regularly issued, we have dropped them
from the catalog or, at least, inserted a note telling their
status, I really think it would be bad policy for us to
publish in our own journal a slur about our catalog when
there is no evidence to back it,

Pormit me to refer to two or three things in the
article, Stolen dies: Had anything of this kind happened,
I feel very certain we would have heard of it, but I do not
see how it could happen, Dies and plates are the property of
the Government and are kept by the government's agent, not by
the bank note company, The agent gives them out for use but
they must be returned daily and all aecounted for before the
people using them are permitted to go home, I belleve this
care extends to paper and that even damaged sheets mst be
turned in, Under these circumstances, I eannot conceive that
dies or plates could be stolen and if they were, how could
private individuals get the stamps printed without rousing
gsuspicion? ‘

It is my opinion that the first types of the "6l issue
were altered because they did not suit the bank note company,
It was their first contract with the government and they were
naturally, anxious to have the work satisfy the government ana
themselves also.

You say: "No wvalues of the "Auﬁust" set are known
postally used excepting the 10¢ and 24c¢", o JeHeStobbins
was presented with a cancelled copy of the "August" 3¢ by two
old ladies at Clayton, New York, who took it from family
correspondence,

aln, you say the S¢ exists in a large number of
shades speak of having seen a page of blocks of four in the
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Dre Carroll Chase .
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possession of a prominent New York dealer, I think I remember
seoing something of the kind myself either in the Cpawford
collection, bought by the Nassau Stamp Coupany, or among the
Mandel proofs, which J, W, Scott had, but I do not think any
claim was msde that they were regular stamps or anything but
trial colors, _

You also say that the 90e imperforate always look to you
like another stamp that appeared thru irregular channels, I do
not know just what this allusion is intended to suggest, but my
experience has been that there are very few 90¢ imperforate, I
think I have handled most of thems I bought the first pair in

‘Boston at the time of an A,P,8, Convention there, It went to

Gibbons with my collection and, I think, to lMr, Vorthington, A
second pair I bought from the J. M. Bartels Company, which was
sold to a collector whose name I have forgotten, He lived in
Kentucky or Tennessee, died suddenly and nothing has ever been
heard of his very find United States collection since then, I
bought one or two single copies from the Bartels Company, one of
which went to Ferrari, and I doubt if more than these that I can

agcount for exist, So I fail to see why the 90¢ impsrf should be

the subject of much suspicion,
| I hope you will mot think that I am trying to find fault
with your article. I am merely giving my reasons for my not being
in full accord with it, and I think you will agree that it is not
what we are loocking for for the special mumber of our journal,
With kind personal regurds, I remain 4
Yours very truly

(signed Jomm N, Luff

| JNL.TW
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oct. 5, 1938,

_ Dr. Carroll Chase,
T 41 rue Cambon,
Paris, France,

;ﬁéér Doc:

.+ Yours of the 19th received. Some very exciting days must .
- have ensused in Paris after you wrote that letter, I was thinking
about you when the news camd in over the radio and wondering 1f
real trouble cawe over there, that you wouldn't come back home, and
get out of it, Times sure have changed since 1918 and it is sad
‘to contemplate that Gormany i again back in the position she wes
© 4n 1914 and that all the blood spilled in four long yoars was for
-naughts - In my opinion only oné man is to bleme < Woodrow Wilson & .
.we ghould have had no armistice and peace sghould have been dictated
““4n Berlin and Cermany dismembered. England and France paid a blg
price at Munich but they have only put off for a time the fateful
daye At least conditions over here are far different than 1in 1016
. and 1917. At that tivie there was plenby of sympathy for Germeny in. -~
‘*—tnis‘cauntry'#ﬁﬁro~5pnnanism was. a problem, Today we have none, ,
thanks to Hitler., NI e ot &

i T:note vou g0t your copy of the One Cent book, MMy offer

o 8%411 18 good so abt any time you ssnd your two volumes over I will
“exthange them for the Deliixe coples, that 1s, provided I 'have any
lefts Volume 2 has been at the bindery for ten days ‘and I am looklng
for my first bound copy most any day, This was dus on Sept, 15th, but
the delay in publishing was unavoidable., I am glad you especially :
-noted I threw Jefferys out entirvely on his Plate 3, Its a long story
but in epilte of the very nicé way I acted he ran true to form right
up to the last minmube, Just a regular 18 karab S.B. o

" 7 Regarding Brazer. He is a stubboran cuss and hates to cdmit
~ that anyone knows more than he does, He just will not admit he is
“wrong, - When he sent his copy in I porsonally changed his stuff on the.
‘6¢ egsay, and told the ecorrect story, that i1s, that such a stamp wes
contemplated late in 1852 for the Gaiifornia rate, that the essay was
prepared from the 1¢ die, but the decision o issue a 67 envelope made
the essay unnecessary, All of which 1s most logical and unguestionably
. a fact. He wouldn't listen to me and insisted he could prove a 6¢ dle .
was made fivst in 1851 before a 17 die, or something to that effect,
It was 0., with me, he was the author not me, and I didn't care to
~argue a question wi%h him that seewed very siily. Some chaps donlt -
like a simple and logical solution to a problem, They like to invent
theories eof their own end then stick to them, :

SR . Perryts gulde relief is an example, To me it Is a very simple
gtory how the Toppan firm entered their plates, so why discard the
simple lo€ica1 way and invent same complicated silly theory that has
no basis to prove such a method was usedf But hells bells what is the

use of arguing such points, I dare say 99 out of 100 will believe

what Chase seid in his 3¢ book and Wwhat Ashbrook sald in his 1¢ book
regarding the method used in entering the plates = as for the other 1
out of 100, Perry cam have him for all I give a rap. ¥ e




#24
Dr. Carroll Chase -« Oct, 5, 1938,

I agree with you thoroughly on Brazer's reference to the
fake proofs and I would have treated this subject without any
soft stuff, However bear this in mind - Brazer deals in proofs
and such things have a sale, All one has to do is to find a fish,
I may be all wrong on this, still it may account for the soft
pedal, With these exceptions I thought his chapter was very good =
in fact a damn sight better than I could have done bedause I never
devoted any time to proofs and what I really know about them fvom
~my ovn personal study 1s nil, Brazer is the recognized authority =
g0 I considered myself fortunate in getting him to do this chapter
for the book, : '

Regarding Perry and 71 L 18, He clalmed to have a block of
8lx « 61 « 62 ~ 680 eto, and that 71 L was swely a Type Ils
‘never saw the block and I don't know where it is now, He had access
to the large Ackerman blo¢k and with this could certainly spot 68
and €3, It so happens these are nlce double transfers - go if his
block plated with these two posibions as he clained they did what else
could I do but take his word? T had no material to fit here and I =
hove never seen any plece that tled in with 61 or 71, I figured there
was more chance that I was wrong on 71 than he so I changed the
“record, If it ever turns out he is wrong I can throw the blame back
on his shoulders and I thought this better than taking the chance of
continuing the error, having 1t proved an error, and having him say,
"I told you so". | ; ' : Vil

Since the book was published I turned up two vemarkable blocks =
one of 14 and one of 29 end luckily they both come {rom the bottoun
part of the right panes, I now have seen all this part of the plate
with the exception of 62 to 66 inclusive - 58 and 55 and 86, I also
have mno récord of 20 R 12, This makes only 8 peositions in the right
pane I have not seen, The distribution of the types in the right pane
are thiis proved to be according to your original theory, .

In writing both volumes I tried to keep constantly in mind to
give credit where credit was due., I think I mentioned in a number of
glaces that you were the first to discover thls or that feature, but if

was derelict in this respect in any place it was certainly not ine
tentional, I quite ngree that I should have especlally mentioned that
puprseparate reconstructions of Plate One Late matched perfectly,

Hannefi!ﬁhn's chapter is not important and is practically a
repetition of what I had already included in separate chapters,
However I think he writes wellly is a clever student, and his chapter is
a nice resume of the period 1850 to 1860,

Regarding Peryy's work, I think you will find that this is the
best work Perry has ever done, I collaborated with him on this and
suggested all the corrections I knew anything sbouts I think without
auestion it 4s the first real story that has ever been told on

Carriers”, Unless I miss my guess you will find a lot of stuff that
will be new to yous This chapter delayed the book two months but I
think it is well worth the delays We were very careful not to permit
it to go to press before we believed it was aecurate,

I think without any question vwe havé the New Orleans dope
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Dr, Carroll Chase - Oct, 5, 1938,

absolutely correct and we corrected many wrong mRroas:Lonn and el
‘ theories of the past, You suggested as I recall "Car 2" and "Car 1"
meant Carrier #2 and Carrier #1, On the contrary Carrier #1 meant

17 due for earrier foe on local mail - and Car 2 meant carrier 2¢ due
on out of town mail, I discovered this and we proved it to be true,

e I"am sure all covers in 1851 and 1852 with 3¢ plus 1¢ are pre-

paid "wWay" fees, Not carriers, These by the way only occur in 1851 and

- 1852, I have the correct dope on "Way" and "Stean" and it will be new .
to you and of interest, New Orleans added the Way fee of 1¢ (when not
prepaid) up to Jan, lat, 1853, but not after that date, I alse have
new stuff on "Via Nicaragua" and the "Pony Express”, and by the way, in ,
mention of former, I am almost sure your former cover illustrated in
1o bools - bisech 3¢ tied by grid snd "Vie Niearagua Ahead of the lMails"

8 8 ..e. z A o b

must have been written many years ago because I know he changed his
on these samples in recent years, You will recall Clark changed the
heading year before last in the Us S, Catalogue from "Pearst Issue" to
First Designs" and believe me he did not do this without Luff's consents
If 0ld John ever thought the 17 was issued he was wrong and he had no =
“proof = I think he probably referred to the 5¢, coples of which are known
with "trial" target cemcellations - gum on back - =0 hardly useds Bubt
even so & cepcelled copy off cover wouldn't mean & damn thing. A8 you
once said - A swallow does not maks a sumuer", -

T would like to see your letter from ILuff on the Augustse I:L S
: . 3 : -

_Now that Luff is dead, Hugh will write the new Luff book ala
Hugh and its my guess he will sof$ pedal the Augvst stuffs He would be
foolish to do otherwis=e, Luff in good faith invented the theory, but it
wes after all only & fairy tale with no ppoof to subgtantiate 1t whate -
Boevar, ‘ . A :

: I have little doubt you will have fault to find with Volume 2 =
‘so when you receive it go over it carefully and point out all points on
zgiqh you disagree - no matter how sharp your criticism, 1 will welcome

: i In this book I covered a lot of ground and naturally 1 way be.
“wrong in many placess If g0 I have no apologles to offer because I did
the best I could, I quoted your book éxtensively and I did this so as

%o avold using any of your material and meking 4t appear 1t was my own,e

. ‘ : éeaj.dos your book is not available and by quoting so mch frm
your book I have made mush of your work avallable to present day students,

I widerstand that the Gibbons office experienced a sovere Yoss
thru theft and that the man involved wgs one Grulich who used the namo
of Robt, 8, Diamond in hlg stamp business, As I vecall he published
some articles by you last winter. I thought at the time you were making
a misteke to permit an unk-own to publish articles Trom your pen,

Mildred joins me in best regards.

Yours etcs,
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August 4, 1938,

Mr, Stanley B. Ashbrook,
434 So, Grand Avenue
Fort Thomas, Ky.

Dear Stan:

Konwiser has just forwarded to me a portion of your
letter of July 26th saying that you wanted him to pass it
along to me,

I read through your Chapter 14 but still do not see
that you have preven anything. You have advanced very
plausible and probable theory but you have not yet answered
the question of the 10¢ and 24¢ which went inte use, The
fact that they are in use dees not gibe with your theory.
Anyhow, the stamps remein in the Catalogue at least for another
year,

. I hope that before time for the next following edition
I can go into the whole thing with you in complete detail.

With kindest regards, I Pemain
Yery truly yours,

(signed) Hugh M, Clark




August 10, 1938,

Nr. Bu{';h CIM.
% Scott Publications,
1 W, 47th 5t,,
Hew York, K.Y,

Dear Hught ‘ |
Yours of the 4th recieved, I did not want you to Overe
look Chapter #14 in Volume One of the new book, I had no

thought of suggesting you make any change in the catalogue at
precent, I am not at all worried about this because I do know

; m want the catalogue right and I do know that sooner or later

>

e nocessary changes will be made to make it right, 2ll
studonts of our Barly Issues are in perfect accord on the "Augusts",
Surely we cammpt all be wrong, } AR

: Some day befers many mnonths have passed I'1l submit to yom
my whole story but remember, it required no f to have these
les listed as regular stamps in the catalogue, so why should
=3 %uive prool to have Them deleted from present catalogues
and albuns i

« You mention the 24¢ with the 104, It is true the 104 Type I
was issued but there is no relation between the 10/ Type I and the
Violets The fact is there is no such & thing as a USED
ere, The 24¢ Violet is in the same class as the 3¢
Pink and the 5¢ - simply a shade, There are no used 24y samp
in any collection in this country or sbroads There are unusod :
Prefileres « coples which are known to have come out of the original
mple 8 but these do not match the coples, Ask anyone who

ac ‘ their stuf’ Iamri or wrongs Ask Colson to
show you a i 247 Violet in the exact color of 2 known unused 24¢
sauple from a S © tet.. Ask Caspery to show you a "vsed 24¢ Premiere".

If no such & thing is known, then all I want to know is why things
which do not exist are listed in the eatalogue as existing? I really
do not think this is unfair, but rather do I think it is unfair to
mislead collectors by false listings.

It is possible fof one to uake an error and if u’,-. Luff
made a very serious errer in 3 that theee e _la wsre

actually " ", I do not see wh one, such as oy

I have been told to produce documenbary proof to prove I was
right, but why should I? I would much prefer to prove lz case by
hard comaon sense, After I have rounded up all the die and
severe critics, also those vho have sald I was crazy, then I'll
produce the evidence and watch them scrauble for covers = Phil Ward
said he read Mr, Luff's account and then read mine and he liked Luffts
much the best, VWell coming from such a deep thinker as Phil that ,
certainly was fine, @ - ,



#2e
Mr, Hugh Clarke-August 10, 1958, .

Believe me Hugh I am not trying to start a darn thing,
but I know I am right and it is perfectly 0,K, with e Af
everyone thinks I am wrong, but strange to say, the majority
think I am right, and when I state the majority, I mean those
with enough brains to understand the subject,

My cordial good wishes,

Sincerely yours,



454 South erm Ave.;

g ‘ ‘Mareh 9 1939.
Dr. Garroll Ghaao, .

41 rue Camban ey

s Par;l.a, France.'

My dear Doc. _ . ; A

: Your two 1etgera of Jane 16 and Feb. 18 received,

I have beem quite busy for the past two months and have had
‘to work nights to keep up with the large amount of mail that

. comes to my desk, Since the book came out 1t has been quite

e burden to keeép up with my correspondence and to have
anrficient time left ta mnka a few dollara. 3 ;

Of course about 19 out off 20 letters are fram pi&ors
and it is a pity one has to waste time in replying, But one
cannot ignore these chaps bécause anyone of them im liable
4o send in some good item at any time, I do think this large
-.correspondence keeps mé in touch with all serious collectors of

‘early Us. Se'and it glves me guite an accurate picture of vhat
‘class of material is in demand, I note very 1ittls demand for
1¢ plate verieties, Secus like no one 'is interested in plate
~ reconstruction, Perhaps with ‘the 3¢ it is different Dbecause
~ the stamps sre s¢o much cheaper, I think the feeling is general .
~that eve?ything in the way of plating on the One Cent has peen
done and it i's more or less naaiaas to'make up reconstructions,
It isa pity because pl:ting is paaitively the only way to srudy
any stamp.

I know sevoral chaps who are working on the 3¢ but

;"\Anoné have any real money to spend,.. I'1l bear your letter in.

v mind and if I can dig up & good 3¢ praapoct I'll have you sand

. me- sorie material.

G St You lnquired gbout Same - He is tha same old Sam but of
course like all of us,odddnen, he is not like he was fifteen
years ago, I formerly could persuade him to go on philatelie
_trips with me, but he turns me down these days on each reguest
I make, He says he can't stand the strain, He 1s quite nervous
and hes to w‘tch his haalth.very carerully. :

s - Jacobs was down for a weok-end recently and we went
~out and spent a Sunday afternoon with Sam, Jake had quite &
nice 3¢ 51-57 collection of eameellations with him and I bought
it for re=sale, I did not realize how rusty I was on the stamps
but the feet is, I have scareely looked at a 3¢ sinee 1921 or
< 1922, I intend to brush up because I do want to be able to
identify the different plates, which I canpot do at present,
Tracy Simpson is (uite a good friend of mine and no doubt you
have heard from him recently, Do you correspond with Al Rowoxl
of Qaitland? He 18 a prince and he loves the 3¢ 51-57, Do you
correspond with Deloss Grant of Chicago? He is plating the 3¢
but I do mot think he has a whole lot of money to apend, Per=
. haps Jake tries to keep Grant all to himself if you do not
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knev him, I'll be glad to put you 1n touah. §

By the wny, regarding the 3¢. ‘Is that Clare% shado of
w1852 quite scarce? Seems to me that it is rather hard to tell
from some of the late 1856 and 1857 clarets, Jake zeems quite
keen for all Plate 5 tho items, Why? % R 2

Again re = Sam‘Richey. His French collection is for -
~sale and he has not added & thing to it for many years. In fact
Sam complains about business and it is hard to get him o spend
.any money on stamps at. present, I'1l bet he didn't spend §200
- all of last year, He never bids at auction any more and his
ideas of cover values are not in lina with the prices that superb
covers are oringing. s

; Condition cragze is’ getting worne all the time. Jacdbs
‘4s the one who has done more real harm in this direction than
anyone I krow of, I think his ideas of condition have killed Sam's

»‘z,interest in stampss  Wonld we now lived in the days when condie

- %ion was not the whole show, Twenty years ago we took a stamp for
the variety it showed, not for its condition, Today a colleetor
.won't touch a variety unless the condition is perfect, It burns

me up. Personally I dispise econdition, and I love a rare variety.

. veven if it has a thin spot is torn, cut into, etes I have no
 méney to buy stamps for "my collection" but I am sorely tempted
‘many times to buy crumbs which show some rareé featvre, It is hard.
for ue to resist bum eondition, and T 2 glad I am thet way.

Heg&rdiug the ¢lipping you Sent ‘me Prom "Stamps". That
outburst of Sloane's burned rie up and I wrote Harry a long letter
' regarding it and told him how damnable it was for certain publicity
seeking chaps 'to bust into print about some subject they kmew
nothing about, I try to iike Sloane but down in my heart I think
“he 1s Just a little know-it-all and a rather frskh smart Aleck,
He glories in seeing his name in print and he tries to give the
impression he has forgottan more about stamps than anyone else
knowln : ;

X didn't wri‘te‘i mm & whatts Ehe Wb

\ . That particular cover was sent to me by Godden several’
years ago and as I recall I sent you a photo of 1t at the time,
I even sent the cover to Sloane and he and Hugh Clark both thought
it was bad, What caused him $0 change his mind I don't know but

£ . perhaps he fofgot I sent him the cover at one time, Frank ‘ j

Helloﬁbuah was in London a year ago and Godden sold him the

cover "as is", Frank wrops me about it when he returned and

was mueh surprised that I knew the cover and had a photo of 1%,

I wrots him it was surely a [ake, Imagine my surprisa when I

saw the Sloane articles, Frank and George are great friends, I
cantt imagine how it would be possible for a brick red to show ' .
up with a use six months earlier than any use you and I have seen.
Tt don't make sense. I imagine Sloane has 1ittle respect for the
thoroughness of our joint record, To go out and turm up an
earlier date by 8ix months than our record is just like going out :
and Tinding & m That's what he thinks and 1t was this.
point that made me damn SOIre,.
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Everything you noted about the cover is correct.

35¢ to France in 18587 And also note how the clerk had to

stand on his head to put the N,0., Postmark on the 5¢ Briek,

This postmark is a feke and it is not a duplicate of the gemuine
ones on the 104, But this is all nothing in Sloane's life, Vhat
the hell does he care about a 35¢ rate to France in 1858 so

long as he can bust inte print and discover a use of a brick red
which is six months earlier than our lousy record,

. I wish I eould get so that such things would not get
under my skin and iteh seo painfully, I try to like Sloane and
forget how damn coeky he iz, but I find the effort rather diffiecult,
I hope to move to New York before warm weather,
0ld man Allen died and so did Billy Stone, Steve
Brown's collection is to be sold by Harmer Rook % Co, Thatts
the latest news,
Mildred joins me in best wighes,

Cordially,
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Mr. Stanley Ashbrook
Fort Thomas, Kentucky

Dear Mr. Ashbrook:

You may have noticed my last week's stamp column in the
Enquirer, but to make certain I enclose a tear sheet so that
you may read the paragraph regarding your research on the

one cent stamp of 1851-57. '

Some time at your convenience I would be pleased to have
you submit to me gn article of not to exceed three hundred
words together with your photograph, which I would run in
my column in the Enquirer.

I am submitting for your inspection a copy of the one cent
imperf. on which I would like your opinion. This was pre-
viously submitted to Stanley Gibbons of New York City, and
I wrote him at the time that it looked like a cracked plate
stamp with the crack in the upper - left hand corner, but

he said that it is a very faint blue cancellation.

As you undoubtedly know the location of the crack, you can
very easily give me a definite opinion on the subject.

I enclose return postage so that you may return it to me
by registered mail,

Thanking you in advance, I am, with kindest regards
Very truly yours,
MW

Box 525

ESH:LB
REGISTED MAIL
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Fort Thomas, Ky.

March 28, 1930,

Mr, Bdvard S, Horwitz, e o 42
‘Box 525, ,
Cincinnati Ohio,

My dear lir,: Horwitz- S A )

7 " T'read with mich 1nterest your complimentary re-
marks in the Enguirer of Maréh 19th and T intended to :
write you last ‘week and thank you, but press of other
nztters prevented me from carrying out the resolubtion.
It was guite nice of you to mention my new book and I

want to know that I appreciated fully your kind remarks, ’

I never fail to read with interest your columm, which, may
I add, is always interesting and I am sure you are adaing
many new converts to the avocation of philately,

I intended to write you several weeks ago regarding
the itew you ran on the so-called Chicago perroratlons -of
18564 /s I recall, you quoted Kent Stiles and T was mildly
surprised that Mr, ’stiles did not mention the souree of his
information, It was qulte ecvident that he had before him
wmy remarks on this subjeéet in my new One Cent book, The
conclusions he reached were not his own, but were opinions
I had expregsed in my book, The fact is, I do not think
anyone ever made much of .2 study of these ltems with the ex-
goption of Dy, Carroll Chase and myself and I was, as stated
above, rather mildly surprised at the suddentpunlic*ty on a

“'subject which while perfectly familiar to us, for many years

apparently nover aroused any interest on the pert of anyone
else until a clerk in the office of Y+ Souren & Co, ran :
across one of these varieties and oalled the attention of Mir,
Stgiles to £k,

Chase mentioned these early perfs in his 3¢ 1851~1857
book as "Unoffieial perforations” and stated, "It secems
posglble that the postmesfer of Chicago may have had & part of
his stock (of imperforate 1g and 3¢ - 1851) perforated for the
gonveriience of the publie” xxxxxxx "Again it is possible that
the firm malting the stamps in Philadelphia perforated these
stamps as a trial and sent the entire batch to Chicago where
they were used,”

Regaraing the first statément made by Chnsé._ I am

‘quite sure he would not have made this guess, had he been

more familiar with the facts.

No firm in the country outside of popan Garpenter & Coey
had a machine at that time (1856), which was capeble of per-
forating sheets of postage stamps, hence his second suggestion
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that these variatiea might have come from trial sheets
perforated in the plant of Toppan Carpenter & Co. is no doubt

Can actunl fact.‘

I do not think they should be oalled the "Chicago
pertorations” because there is no doubs whatsoever that they

' were not perforated in that city., They are not "unofficial
.~ perforations” but are actually sheets of stamps perforated in
- the plant of Toppan Carpenter & Co, in Philadelphia, and were

official experimental sheets of perforated stamps, which were
delivered to the stamp agent in New ¥York and raguiarly issued
through official sources to the Chicago Post O0ffice. Simllar

- gheoebs were no doubt issued to other offfices thruout the

eountry as "experimental sheets” but the number must have been
very few as none are knawn axcept those used from Chicago,

If you have available a copy of my Volume 2 of my

 regent One Cent 1851-1857 work, you will find some additional
Anformation on this subject. You are at perfect liberty to
quote my statements made in this letter if you wish, I do think
the .subject 1s intoresting, because 1t places the actual .
" issuance of our Tirst perforeted stamps from March of 1857 baeck
%o July of 1856, I recognize the fact that "Berforated stamps™

ere very easily wade by the feker, and I have made it a rule %o
refuse to express an opinion on off cover copies, which have been

submittéd to me for an opinion, In uy book I illustrated the

only known copy of a One Cent from Plate 2, I knew the source
of this cover as 1t was found in some private correspondence at
Chillicothe and the cover has never been out of the femily who
owns- 1t. _ ¥ .

% 0 ‘am returning herewith the One Cent 1851 which you sent

mey. I am forry to state this is not a cracked plate variety,

but that the marks you noted are in fact, a part of a blue cane

. c@Rlation, Porhaps I can use this stamp as & slight illustration

of why, collectors like myself spend many years in the study of
stamnp problems, Few understand why we "plate stamps” or rather
reconstruct the original plates, I have Hede auite a bit of

. this fascinating work, =nd oxperience has taught me that the only

7 way to thoroughly study a stamp 1s to reconstrct the plates, that

. 18, if such work is possible, - When we get into this work, we
rlnd that we are not working with a single stamp, for exanmple,

a Type IV of the One Cent 1851, but we are in fact, working with

199 different Type IV stamps, for there were that many on the !
~ - one plate from which this type was printed, Take your stamp for

example, Only a glance télls me this is a Type II and that it

' eame from Plste 2, Now tlere were Tour different plates which

produced Type Il stamps, approximaetely some 600 positions in all,

 ,but at a glance we recognize the slight difference in shades,
Ampression, design, ete, that identify the different plates, Ye
- put this stamp under a atrong glass and immediately note some

very minute plating mark, which will identify the exact position.

- on the plate from which this stamp was printeds Of course, we do

not attempt to burden our memory with all the exact plate posi-
tiona, as for txample, I could not examine even 98% of all the
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600 typo IT stamps and state that this or that copy was from

a certain ponitiun on the plate, Rather we remember, in many
positions or varieties, the pame, and the approximate location,
Before referring Bo reconstruetion I am quite positive your

‘copy comes from the 9th horizontal row of the right pene, and

my guess would be it is either 82<83 or 84 R 2, The "R" is for

- Right and the "2" for the plate. In looking up the actual
.position, I find it is 86 R 2, Here I missed my guess by sevesdl
‘positions, but the reason for this is that 82 to 86 are all quite

gimilar, You can readdly roeognise the élifference 1n opinions

‘expreesed on this coDY.

It was the oplnion of the Gibbons finn that this was not

& oracked plate variety, but 2 blue cancellafion, but that was -

¢, merely their opinion, When I tell you for exauple, that this is
86 R 2 and that this pesition on the plate never sbowed a cragck
<1 am not steting my opinion, ‘buf rather a fact, which can"be

very easily demonstrated, This may appear as a rather broad

 statement, but it is notR because we not only study plating, but
- make & speoial study of

tell In the great majority of Ong Cent stamps, the peciod of im=- -
"pmassian or printing. : ﬂ

impressions", By this,I mean, we can

- Qna'who is uninformed mighz quﬁstion my ebove statement
that 86 R 2 never showed any crack and that I might be wrong and

- that this stamp was a crack, but a *yariety I had never seen from -

this partlcular positlon, As an example, we, w111 congider four
impressions, "A%, “B"_  “C" and "D"s Copy "Al ds very sharp and

. Glear and is in a cortain shdde of ink, This weieall a very early

or of $he earliest of printings. "B" 418 from a bateh printed much
later and "C" from evén a later printing, "D" is & very late or
from a last batch of printing, and it shows the worn snd "dirty"

7 ;eomdition of the plate, Now we will suppose. your copy comes from
8.4 BY period of printing, arid we coupare it with a "D". The latter

shows no sign of & "erack" and we know positively that "D" was
printed many months later than your "B", henee if a stamp printed

£ 4y February of 1857 shows no crack how could a copy from the same
] yposition, printed in Yarch 1856, show sueh,a variety.

I trust I nave not Borod you with these details, but

"'rasher that the 1ittle story I have unfoIded will give you.a.
. elearer picture of a small Lit of the werk tn which the advanced
i stndant or our aarly stamps 15 engaged.

B Pine and superb itens ih early Us So brilag high prices -
and the Buropesn fakers are not unaware of this. They are working
night and day turning out real "works of art" which they send
over here .and dispose of &t Kigh prises %o solleatars who thinlk
they c¢en distinguish the good from the bad by the way the item
looks, ' These fakers are eyperts in their line ard 1t requires

‘2all the resources of the advanced student, in many Instances,
%o detect fakbs which the crooks spend countless hours in manu=

racturing.

" The only way we can cambat these arookailis %o ziep g:ny
ing motive hind
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eoncentrated stamp research work,

' I thank you for the offer to pualish‘mg photograph,
but realizing fully that I am far from handsome, I do not think
such an illustration would help your column in the slightest
degree, Further, I am guite sure you can write a much betber
articile ﬁhanjmyself g0 if youn ean plek ont a few thoughts

from this letter and would care to use them in your col

E think it would be mach better than any article I eould
write.

While I have written s .number of books and articlea on

ﬁ:philatelic subjeets, I would much prefsr to be known a&s one who
- 1s intensely interested in philatellic research work, rather than
any sort of a philatelic anthor, .

Thanking you for your kind 1etter, X am

Cordially yours,
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April 6, 1939

Mr. Stanley Ashbrook ‘
Ft, Thomas
Kentucky

Dear Mr; Ashbrook:

I received your recent interesting letter, and

thank you for all the trouble sew to which you hawve gone.
in giving me the information contained therein and in pass=
ing on the stamp I submitted.,
: While I do not specialize in any one fiéld, I can
very readily follow your rteasoning which is mot at all com-
plicated, and our hobby should be very appreciative of such
students of research as yourself,

In the near future I will write up something along
the lines of your letter for the column and send you a
CODYe

If at any time you have any news of particular
interest to the hobby which I may pass on to collectors in
my column, I shall deem it a favor if you will let me have
it.

With kindest regards, I am

Very truly yours,

i
7

ESH:LB
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November 8, 1938,

Hon,Matthew Denver,
President Clinton County Nationsl Benk,
Wilmington, Ohio.

Dear Mr., Denver:

I desire to express to you apprecistion of your
cordisl attitude to Mr, Ashbrook and myself on our brief
visit to Wilmington lzst Friday.

~ We drove sround to the Rombach homestesd and then %o
Suger Grove Cemetery, where Mr, Ashbrook took several exposures
of your distinguished fether's grave, his monument and ‘
markers of the famdly.

Our interest in your father's life story arises
out of his publiec service from the Mexicean wer period down through
the civil conflict of 1861=5. It wes during this periocd of the
country's history thet its postal system was developed. Due to
your father's ective pubkia career snd the widely scattered local-
ities in which he served, his eorrepsondence would,
most likely,contain examplaa of covers with stemps of the
period, together with markings ahowing rates, cencellations and
meil routes, which illustrated, published and entwined with the
history of his public 1life would be highly interesting and
very widely ready by meny thousend porsons fascinated with
the subject of Philately.

Qur visit to you therefore wes solely for the purpose
of securing such historicel deta concerning your father's public
career as might be in or upon his correspondence, together with
photogrephic reproductions of the covers and stamps which would
enable Mr, Ashbrook to write up and publish the same,

In my humble judgment, Mr,. Ashbrook is the outstending
philateliec writer end research enthusiesst of our time. His work

on the 10ggreen stemp of 1865 brought to him the rare honor of
the Crawford gold medal ®werd by the Royel Philatelic Soclety of Lon-

don, Englend, He is also the author of other volumes of superlor
merit and an active contributor to the leading Philatelic
Publicetions,
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I wish to assure you that our visit has only
feetures of research esnd thet such eccomplishment
as may be mede of the materiel contemplstes neither
pecuniery compencetion from you nor financiasl reward
to ourselves,

I would be very pleased therefore if you
will indulge the interest of Mr. Ashbrook and myself
hg and set @ time wholly at your conveniense when it
will be suiteble tc you for us to visit you again
concerning the subject matter,

Yours very truly,
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RETURNS FROM FREDERICK A. Stokes Co.

ROYALTIES 550,13
BookS TO WRITERS 52.80 606.93%
DISTRIBUTION OF RETURNS
EXPENSE OF ILLUSTRATIONS, ETC. 30,00
EXPENSE OF JACKET FOR BOOK, DE- ' :
DUCTED FROM ROYALTIES BY
PUBLISHERSe. THIS WAS AN UN-
FORTUNATE INCIDENT CAUSED BY
OUR POSTAL LAWS 165.87
BROKER AND ADVISORY FEES 7762 298 ,
To BE DISTRIBUTED TO WRITERS AND EDITOR %
NET VALUE OF BOOKS ALREADY DISTRIBUTED TO WRITERS 16170
CASH DISTRIBUTED TO WRITERS 10175
EDITOR'S SHARE TO DATE 69.99
THOUGH THERE MAY BE SOME QUESTION BECAUSE OF THE UNEVEN DISTRIBUTION
OF RETURNS, | AM RUNNING THE RISK OF ORITICISM BY PUBLISHING THE
aounT | BEVE &1 WEN TO EREH WRITER. THEEE Wikl BE NO FURTHER DI1S=
rRiBUTION AS | ANTIS[BATE FUTURE RETURNS Will. BE MUBH LESS:
Books CAsH Books CasH
ApoLpH D. FENNEL (.65 5.35 AriHUuR G. HALL .65 38,01
Harry L. LiNDQU! ST 10wl 5 Huer M, CLARK i 265 . BeFH
Sen K. ForD %.95 2,05 CHARL=S MORRIS L +65 L 58
StepHEN G. RiCH b0 U0 Max G. JoHL £ .55 5455
JACQUES KILCHEF 1.65 5.35 MiLvon M. KEMENY 6.60 .10
SinnNEY LAKE .65 5.35 RoBERT J. READ 1,65 555
F. WaLTER PoLLoCK 3,30 %.70 A. S. ArnoOLD 6.60 .ﬁO
AuvsusT DIETZ 1.65 5.35 EpwArD G. KNAPP 2,50 Fe(0Q
LAURENCE DBa Mason 6.60 .ZO Henry W, HoLcoMmBE 0,60  LkO
NicoLAS SANABR A .65 5.35 DELF NORONA' .65 5,35
Harry M, KoNwisrk 1.65 5.35 WoLFGANG FRITZSCHE Llabh. 1 GE A
Leo AueausT I +65 ?.55 CHARLES W. GRAMM i8.15
DEsMonD D. JAGY: 3,30 [.70 DonaiLp W. TUCKER e bh B RE
WiLL:AaM C. STE:GER fxb%. 555 ELLIOTT PERRY il + 5%
STANLEY B. AsHorcok  9.90 CLARENGE W. 3R«7ER A TR
Wie.rm H. Beex 9.90 Mf{oHAEL MILLER P ’
6..70 !O:o?5
ARTHUR Go. HALL ASSISTED (N AN ADVISORY WAY IN TrE ORGANIZATION CF
THE STAFF OF W RIiTERS.
ol Wy Loso

1057 EpcewooD RD.
ELizABETH, Ne J.
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Auguet 8, 1938
Dear Stanley,

Yours of the 5th, We expected to start for camp
this afternoon but have put off going until tomorrow, Too many
unfinished things to be attended to. And today is a good example
of the kind of weather the damyankees mean when they Say "mugegy".

Yes, I certainly did try to find an announcement stating the
One Cent stamps were acceptable for carrier fees but had no luck. "
The tough angle is that when I don't find what I expect to I can't
tell whether it was printed or not. As nearly ae I can recall I
made a more careful sesrch than is usually neceesary in two paperse
in New York, one in Philadelphia, Baltimore and Boeton, and cne or
two in Cincinnati. Also one in Washington, In several cases I
began early in 1855 and continued through 1856 and well inte 1857,
concentrating around the end of 1855 and beginning of 1856,

I wae reasonably certain there should have been such a notice
and was disapppinted not to pick it up, I could have missed it
and another time might be lucky enough to catch it in 15 minutes,
But I believe I could have spent ten times as much time in hunting
without increasing the chance of finding an adv more than 10%,

I could not spend a week on one year of cne paper a8 Chrissie did
when we were in Charleston in Feb. X8 1937,

If there are any records in Washington which list the special
orders issued by the P.M.G, I do not know where they are, and do
not think anyone there knows where to find them if they exist,
Some record® of this kind have been missing for many years. Every
try I have made to find such information or find ocut if it existe
has been fruitless, Howver, I still expect that someone will turn
wp a record of that lc stamp good-for-carrier-fee notice. When I
have an opportunity I shgll try to find the New Orleane lc Way fee
notice around Jan 1853 that you want,

Chase lot #3844 - my error, I referred to the black thing with
the PAID left out,

Lot 846, - I doubt if I have seen more than perhaps half a
dozen of the "U,S, CITY MAIL" pmk and moetly indistinct, Ackerman
had a clear one and I think Hollowbueh has a different clear one -
now, Never heard of one with pmk struck twice as on your photo.
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Lot 647 - Yes, I wondered why Chase said the NEW YORK (only)
was "often used as a carrier canc." but as I haven't checked all
these things intensévely I just guesmi guessed he had run across
more than Irhave. My total of three includes the Brooks cover,
this one of Chase'es and the Franklin carrier in the Miller collec-
tion. I suppose that came from chase, 8o he had tWo of the pmks
and having it om the Franklin may have assumed that it was often
used a® a carrier canc. What puzzles me ie if thie pmk ie a carrier
why is it 8o uncommon, and if it ie not a carrier what in Sam mwill
w8 <the carrier service in New York using? New York had some kind
of a service and must have carried some letters, All the evidence
I have found places Swarts definitely out of the picture and none
of the other local posts seem to fit in as U,S. carriers.

Granting that the locals and various private Post Offices of
one name or snother had moet of the delivery business on which stamps
would be used , the fact still remains that either the gov't service
had nothing but delivery "from the mails" or else they had some of
the local bueiness and "to the poet officem", If all the Swarts and
Boyd and similar businesses,together there still seems to be a gap.

Care adisdy

I understand the Chase article on grills is a continuation of his
U;S., articles in Digmond's magazine,

Philadelphia #1867; Laurie Mason aesures me the impreesiong wae
in black but the paper showed blue from the edige of the lc 1831
sheet. He saye the lc were a 8trip of three and not three singles.
Note of thie cover has been inserted in the Phila. section of chap
46, I find record of handetgmp C 31 in blue but do not recall ever
having seen that color,

I checking over the items to be mentioned in the chapter two
pages of iteme from the Jefferys material could not be foumd. They
came to light afterward and were found to contain a few items that
have been inserted in their proper place., For thie reason they do
not appear on Mildred's copy. I think you have been advised of
other changes made in the corrected proof.

Photo and blue print refurned herewith,

Some day I'll be glad to accept your offer to make a gentle raid
on the record® in the Univ, Of Cdncy. The "Pacific Mail Liet" on
pages 1076/1078 of Pate #36 probably came from there. I know it
was not found in New York,
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St anle y B. Ashbrook, Esqge. Cincinnati, Ohio
Fort Thonas, Ky.
Dear Mr Ashbrook:i:-— 11-18-38
First of f— thanks much. And don't bother about replying to this
if it is an effort. Just to explein what I have found-—or determined "

by negative parallel.

I told you that si nce my first shop work I have been a

student of metals—especially irons and séeels.

T have read the files in the N.Y. Library as of the known

importers of steel during the 184050 period, and no where(note)

is there any indication that prior to4% anyone in N.Y. could furnish
steel(hardening steel-—carbon of course ) that was of a size sufficient

to make a stamp plate. The carbon steel products of that perios, are
by the available catalogues and data the steeli men have(notably Jessops)
the same as later called "general purpose" carbon, which was between
.90 and 75 carbon., Jessops was lower than «90. And the only drill rod
then on the market was Stubbs and Huntsmans! which were also low—but .

in some cases .95 carbon.

If the 10 cent '47 was on a steel plats—which I believe you
are sure of— this plate was imported. It was not from stock here, and
it could not have been.

While there ie as I said a possibility that that first 10 cent
plate was a "ca se hardening iron" it is unlikely unless that too was
imported and the subject of special faggotting and ordering thru the few
Yorkshire firms that were then making for railway work what was called
(under various trade names) Yorkshire triple worked. This meant that
the iton after the first puddling was cut and piled three times,
and this "faggotting" process made it less fibrous and much less
likely to expose seans, dirty spoi 1 spots and such defects. Buti—
none of the 104flaews seem to indicate seaminess—which would sort of
rule out a casthardening iron, no matter how good. And as there was no

semi steel or other steel type in plate size in the N.Y. market(this
by catalogues and trade paper advertising and some columnar puff material)
it would look to be imported. The grade-which I still think codld not
have been as high as .76 carbon, might well be the first plate effort of
the type later styled WGreaves", which was used almos?t wholly fpr springs,
but in some sheet work for "resistance or wear surface’ material. Notably
in England for their first cut steel gears. I cannot find-have not yet-—
any statements in English advertising of the period or stock lists that
gives the carbon content of these plates, and as the sizes were equal to.
a stamp plate—that may have been & plainly hammer product.

"It has always been my belief that the cracks in the 1 cent
F1 plates were due to jnsufficient annealing, rather than quality.
The production of a steel sheet by hammering and rolling at that
time was a hit or miss process. 8trains caused by t%e orig%nal _

reduction from the ingot(which I understand were not t0pped. until
along in the 'g0s ) might leave pipes and seams—but the reduction
by either roll or hamme® Or both-would inevitably leave what we now ﬁall
i%itial working strains. To remove these we would tgd&y do a “double
anneal. The old steel workers were bound by traditions and trade

secret methods, and I don't feel that they knew that a douple anneal
both heats below the hurdening heat(or at least not above it ) . _
would gt them a freedom from internal straine This caused at that time
many alternative processes. In our work—the making of machine knives,
1like the ones used in the Bureau to cut up "folding money"- the result
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of this desire to avoilid the internal stresses, and assure the ability
to straighten the product, was overcome by welding the steel to a soft
backing which could be peened intd equalizing the warps that the steel
cutting edge was likely to have from hardening. Understand, a
cutting edge is hardened to what would now be "glass hard™ (carbon steel
about 62-85 Brinnell) and later tempered as little as possible for the
use to which it was intended. Now—with alloy steels this is continued
but while the result is the same—the resistance to wear is greager, due
to alloys, heats and first preparation of the material.

.-

So— if the 10 cent plate was steel—and we can assume the carbon
could not have been OVER .9C Yery safely— the sheet or block must have-

heen imported, And similarly the steel for the next issues—which may
have beern-in part domestic material, was surely not wholly free from
geams and strains prior to the plate making. If the plates were hardened-
it would seem more likely that it was a surface hardening of the type
the steel men used to call Yinjun meal hard" and really more like a
case harden than a true harde. The old scratch test was a three
cornered file, broken by a hammer. The corneg being the "hardest
trade implement® then available. Still is, altho more brittle dee to
less high grade material in the average file.

It would not seem unreasonable to believe that the 10 cent plate
would have resisted only partially suech a scratch test. And the 1 cent
following may well have been even softer }

But when we turn to the 6 cent 47-the chances are about 100 to L
that the plate must have beer copper. Not because steel was not available
but because the size was not in stock in N.Y. and likely the rush of
the work allowed such use while a supply was on the water—if imported.

Such documentary evidence is of course negative, but it is also
more positive than a mere guess.

I think I have read all your data on the material-but as this is
coming at the matter from the market end—the stock sheets of current
steel merchants and their advertising-it would seem that your
determination of copper for the 5 cent was confirmed, very completely.

Yes—I have Volume 1 of your work—and while I skipped it-I believe
I was just as enthusiastic about it when it appeared as about Vol II,

But—I thogyht the congratulations on the recent issue were morw
pe rtinent.

The real thing is that the "grille" thing is proved, or argued
along the same lines. The Luff first book shows a patent office
drawing of the grilling machine. Such a machine would be unwaowkable
because most if not all of the driving mechanism is omittesdt. But— the
further explanation of the methods assumes the existence of machinery
that did not exist commonly until after the preparation for the
Centennial—and surely was not common in 1867 in any shops unless it might
be Colts—Corliss—Baldwin or the predecessors to Hoe.

Starting with these negative statements—the build up is merely
parallel practice. What we now term "the state of the Agk'— and
this same is what assures your copper statement being so nearly
unassailable as to be positive(unless someone could produce the plate
or the order for it.)

Allowing all these things to be as stated by Luff—precludes our
ever knowing the mechanical defects of the system, or the real methods
of roller making and correction. And because of this the "family" or
"sequence" theory may well be an assumption based on a fallacy.

I am re-writing the thing, and will send you a copy for your
thought—even if you only check it thru as a possible extension of the
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proving of old mechanical motions by the known ¥gtate of the art'.

I was very interested in 1910 in going over Westminster Abbvey
in company with the "lMaster of the Works", and in their so called
"private ruseum" I saw samples of faggoted and piled iron that had been
taken from dated excavations, which indicated that the system went back
to the early 1700 period. Later in Yorkshire, in the Lowmoor and P
Taylor iron works, I proved this from their samples. The system
was first used here by Burden of Troy. And later by the Saeble and
oher Irom makers. But it is almost discontinued. And-no amount of
questioning could produce information either from the museum curator .or

the iron men regarding "plated material® (steel welded to a soft back))
or “casﬂe hardening plates of iran" Yes—they made them, but

to order. Never stocked. Jessops went further, but they too agreed on
sizes. So if their 1840 stock did not carry such sizes except to order,
the likelyhood is that such plates as we finally got were ordered, and
the grade a very low carbon steel.

Todty we weld 1.20 points in plain carbon steel dailye.-

And alloys to very high content also, but in no case can we find
data that indicates any carbon steel as high as .80 carbon in the
plate(stocked) groups—apywhere in the '40s. That for the booke.

L3

0f course the Sp¥rian Iron Works in Styria have produced higher

grade steels longer and they too had higher grades than .90 in 1840.
But again-no plates. ‘All bars or drill rods. And their high grade

records(which I also spent some time over) show no bar larger than
9 X1 inch. Why? All made under water driven tilt hammers, from
very small ingots that were rolled in two high mills driven by a
water wheel on the end of the housing. They did not revert to

steam driven rolls until the late '60s. $yrian iron made Caesar's
swords, and v they (being religious and rather prone to extension of
family history) claim the nails of the Cross came from Styrian iron
workers, and that they have parchments that show the crude methods.

These were in a book issued about 1900 by the Styrian Steel Co agency

in N.Y.—-printed in Vienna from plates owned by the firm. I think
there is a copy in the Smithsonian file.-

But you can eliminate Styria as a source of material here
untill after the Centennial. Their steel was shown there by a N.Y. agent.

But too—it was not sold in England untill after that date. They did nt
like the Austrians well enough to admit they made better or higher
grade steel than was made in Yorkshire. I believe there is still a
disagreement between Mushet's (the first producers of self hardening steel
and the Styrian as to priority. Personally I believe Styria has the
best end of it—altho the now owners of the old Mushet patents are
pretty “insular" in their sticking to the traditional story.

All this just as I think of it, and maybe some of it is of
interest as directional, or confirmative data.
Gladly submitted as such for your approval or d¢iscard.
Thanks a lot. Yours ve d/iygy.
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Mr Asherook:-— 11-29-38
That is a most interesting letters
First I have the "Line engraved"volumes in my own shelves. And of
course the interchange of an engraver and information was natural,
expecially as there was some hesitancy on committing new motionse At
least I read that into the detailed explanations’ of +the Perkins Bacon
method explanations. : -
Now— since writing you—a new theory has, come—and I believe that
it will make some side 1ight on "cracks" &s well as on later plates.
A Prof frem Brown showed nis 5 eent blue Jacksons(three books ) at the
Clulr last Tuesdave. : ' ;
He had a plate with an extended center crack which followed
five down—one to the'left and four more down—an almost perfect series

of lines.

0>

My first kpnow lLedge of making ore big one out of two little ones-—
was in a dovetailed plate of iron, used as the end of a drum on a
clock builk in 1800. (rope winding drum for wright)

This was made of two plates Y jymp welded" together, edgewise,
and &s the so called " jump weld" was prevalent in Belgium in eun
and other work(the damascene is a product of the system) it is not
unr@asonable to suppose that—-if tinme were short—supply limited— or
both, the artificer of that evolutionary period would not hesitate to
apply a jump weld to two hunks of steel to get & sheet—-flap plate or
other shape-provided there was enough stock in the two to allow

s bit of forging and hammer dressings
I don't know what the Jackson plate was jump welded—but the line 1is

surely too. irreaunlar to be anything but a dovetail weld. Note—a “"pipe"
so called—due to poor topping, and we have plenty of them in plate
evidence on later jesues— it a straight line when forged or rolleds..

No pipe could make an irpresular double angled line or cracke.

Two .pipes side by side might break thru—but they would show
+6 the edge of the plate one way Or anothers. This starts and stops
jnside the plate edges, A weld without much.qustionr

ngﬂhaé‘giy,zzg;é?;%ua
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In our own knife work—we weld daily hundreds ol feet of very high
grade tooll steel to a softer backinee. A mis weld is pretty obvious. In
fact it is traceable by the Brinnel teast far beyond eyesight on the
surfacee. :

In this 5 cent 47 Plate—we have no knowledge of source, but if it was
mde of two plates—that is something else—and 1if they made a foo0d weld,
no one could prove it. put it would have cost monev. Hence the turn to
a copper for the 10 cent. Or were they given unlimited
fiinds and material scope? Tt is a thought and it won't down,
especially since your letter.-

If the 10 cent plate was cOpper I would agree, except as to th e
material used to plug the bad transfer. There may be
other metals, but I would prefer to say Yfluxed brassto solder. I doubt
their having a solder to stick to steel or copper without a flux that
would expose itself in the ‘surrgound ing arede-
84i11 they did wonderful solderine using softer prass and several
glloys. I would not know where TO look for a sample, except in  some
armory (old armour.). or orn some old gun work. I have seen a gextant
+hat had a new scale added by that method. I nelieve there is one in
Anngpolis, 1if not now in the Naval museulls- That would seem to agree

with vour theory that metal( solder?-but yellow) could be added and



re—engraved without danger. :

. Possibly too-if reachable— you could find similar proof in the old
first issued bank notes by Toppan. There were many, and a vast numoer

" of proofs still exist. I have had some but they were given away as not

of material interest. KI know there were flaws in theme. And the thought

of course would be that the plates were corrected by this-a far cheaper

metnod than burnishing out—or peening from the back and burnishing.

3 That I fullvy agree withe Proof? That would have to be

documentarv or visible(meaning you'd have to have the plate or something

Similjaro»)w .

Warren Colson is an etching expert—end I believe he wolild know
if it is habitual for this cult to fill and re-work the marginal remar-
ques. But that would n't prove Toppans methiodss

I ggree that if they had a solder or alloy that would flow and

stiok—it would take the lines and work just as long as the copper.
‘Maybe longer.. The copper was not what we use now—eletrolytically
deposited- it had a decided grain lengthwise, and of course-while it
was burnished, the fibers running parallel to the surface did not help
wear. Enawise fibers—at righ angles to the impression-would wear
longer. But any alloy added to the surface would wear @ lonk as the
plate if applied with the skill they showed in gun work.

If the contract ggzﬁ/“steel plates” and the methods that
pertained to much later{were used-it would have been easy enough to
agree as to steel for die and roll, and to wink at copper for the final
printing surfaces. They were sloppy enough in inspection, and lax in
correctives long after 47. Even in 61 at Springfield Armory, my
grandfather said the best of them kept a tot for the inspector and he:
would look the other way readily for a couple of good drams. The gire
worked there from 61 to 63 and then took a comtract at home till close.

You have probably seen the tool—foldine screw driver and nipple wrench
for the first Springfield muskete.
So inspection meant little—and if a plate was covered with ink
and produqed,material that would pass—it would not matter much what
the material. +I would bet you are right, but I'&an't prove it.

Still—the edfe welded:plate may well be the; solmtion of th'e
5 obnt being on steel, and as the material could not have been of
more than 75-80 carbon, it was not beyond the ordinary capabilities of
many forges in the area~notably Baldwins in later years, and Burdens
of Troy, meybe also the first forges of Watervliet,. :

: I have been'sdyinﬁ"prpén—it was Rawdon, Wright of course, and :
while they were rivals I think the methods of one were those of the other.
Seems so if we look at some one copper plate work.. 4

I don't quite get your theory of the "solder" veing loosened by
heat. What for? Why should they heat a plate afterward? The more
Tikely theory would be “"stretching" bv use, and loesenine of the added
‘metall. That happens often, especially if the addition is not of the /same
consistency as the backings It finally stretches enough to part, or 1ift
at the edge. That was the real trouble with inlaying a wear resisting bit
of German silver on the backs of spoon bowls and handles. The inlay
‘fusedon, but wear(especially on the bowl) stretched the silver till it
parted company with the inlay-or the inlay shelled off..

Byt .the roller pressure—if excessive— might do this,
especially as rolling in the sane direction would be really a peening
or stretching motion "all one way". No chance for recoveryes '

I stilll feel that the plates—if of steel-were imported full size for
later issues, but "cobbled up" for that first issue-and maybe the
two peice theory is good—and abandoned for cogt—or extra work requlredg

: &% -



You @an readily see that a jump welded edgewise plate would have & lot
of strains in it- and that the after forging would also put in more-
which only very perfect annealing would wholly remove. That would mean
(by their methods ) a wait of many dave, and a final anneal between
the planeing operation and final polishing. The strain question is
something that thev still have to consider—and any plate made o f two
parts _or three?— would have strains plentves ;

T will read back carefully again to see if the Perkins book says
anything about gteel source. I thought I hed covered that fully-bub
now seem to feel that somewhere there is & reference to makers
for thepprif not for the U.S. My guesses would be two old firms-—
Jessop— and Armstrong- with Huntsman and Jackman in the second groups

There was a firm also—still alive in 1914 ( Joh.Wlhm.Billing)

that mede a re-worked Swedish pig "forging steel" that was really

a tooll steel with a general purpose carbon—about 86. That cost Imoneys.
Tt was the best to be had and Jessop finally bought the plant,. or
the crmeible end of it.. There was another in Liege, but the name
escapes me now. They folded up in 18%2 and their heads went to Schniders

Creusot history goes in another direction and they did not make
plates or slab steel. Rounds and eun billets only. They even buy flat
plate todav from England.

The copper solder theory 1is interesting I will see what I can
check up on 0ld copper work. Has Clarence Brazer got any old bank note
proofs that would s how any "corrections"??

Thanks for your letter-and T will send yvou the written over
Grille item in due mourse. Pe real interest would be chec king the paral-
lel shop Jirocesses Some of the ideas mav impinge on this idea of
vourse- I think I see one that will intereste. But I won't anticipate.
Yours verv trulv,. o
F.L.Coese.Sece.




Jan, 30, 1939.

Dear Ned:

I caught a bad cold in New York and was feeling quite
miserable when I got off the train last Saturday morning,
Have been in bed since, but up this afternoon and feeling
much better,

The express package arrived safe, and I will have a
copy made of your notes, as these will De invaluable to me, I
will take good care of the original and return to you in next
few days,

The subscription book is indeed a gem and will be a
wonderful opening card,

So far as Sam is concerned I know the interest would
not be lacking, it would be merely a question as to whether he
felt he could afford such a sum in one collection, I'l1ll have
lunch with him as soon as I am able to get out,

My thanks, Ned, for three very enjoyable evenings.
Cordially,

L




Febe lat. 1959.

¥r, Edwerd S, Knept,
300 Park Ave.,

Ny dear Ned:

T had a long talk with Chris Dull in Philadelphia
last Friday end when I rcached home I found the enclosed
letter which he had previously written me, You will note
the four covers are the four he sold to Hardy last Spring.

He told me he charged Hardy w50 a plece for the two with
regular stamps a4nd gave him gratis the two that had no stamps,

You will note by his letter some additional light is
thrown on the cover with the liew York "basr postmark". For : .
your own information I have not advised Wiltsee that Barney
. gént me the four covers, In fact I have not written him a single
word regarding them in any particunlar. - Thls I will leave to
you unless by any chance you wish me to verify any of your
statements,

Upon my return I found a very nasty letter Ifrom him,
but it pertained to the Denver covers I think without question
he is trying to force me to explain that cover to him, and he
thinks by getting me mad, I will come back and tell him the
truth, about it. I am sure it has him guessing and I have an
idea he is beginning to realize he may have made guite a foolish
blunder, ; _

Hegarding some conversation we had about "Pony" covers
from Denver, Colo, I think further thought should be given this
matter. I cannot convince myself all such were carried by Pony.
I note Perry makes mention of the subject in his "Pats" #37,
out ten days ago. See last paragraph, page 1120,

Note Lot #1 - Laurence sale = "Denver Jan, 22" - St.
Joseph Jen, 31 - nine days, This 1s a 1little longer than usual
but even so, nine days, eight days, or even seven days was too
long via Pony. Note Lot #2, This is May 1€ to Vay 23 - =zeven
dayse : :

See Harlow's "01d Waybills" < page 212 - in mention of the
Ce Oy Co & P, Pe Exo Co0.", = "WWhen the first coaeh reached the
banks of the Wissouri after a ten day trip, the Leavenworth Tribune
reported etc," ' :

If the first trip, Denver to Leavenworth was made in ten
days surely the time was later greatly cut down when the route was
changed to the old emigrant route to the Platte, :

Surely a stage coach could make from 8 to 10 miles an
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hour, but at 8 miles - 24 hours a day is 192 miles and six
days would run up 1152 miles.

Without doubt some mail did go from Denver to St. Joe
by Pony - that is - part way at least by Pony., Perhaps covers
which show six days traveléddthis way, but note this - 24 hrs.
a day - 10 miles an hour - 240 miles and six days is 1440 miles.
Thiis it seems entirely possible to cover the distance - Denver
to 8t. Joseph by stage cosch in six days.,

What is your opinion? Have you ever discussed this subject
with A, Le%

Yours etec.,



Feb. 6th, 1939,

Mr, Edward S, Knapp,
330 Park Ave., »
New York, N.Y,.

Dear Ned:

Herewith the 42¢ rate cover to France - a double 21¢
"Amer Packet" rate,

The whole bottom of two stamps to right have been
added and the designs painted in, Cancellations elso painted
on the added parts, I enclose dlagrams to show original
cuts, Wonder i1s that the louse did not add a piece to s tamp
to left, I'd like to get my hands on the crook who does this
sort of work, I'd sure smash him in the face, It is lousy.

I see so mueh of this sort of thing and no one ever does any=
thing about it, UNever a word of warning in the philatelie
press, This cover should be put back in its original shape
regardless of the fact the strip was badly eut below the two
right stamps,

A 21¢ rate cover to France is a searce item, A double
21¢ rate is better, I made special mention of this rate in
Volume 2, If you can buy this cover at its real value - a
demaged strip - I would like to.put it baeck in its original
shape for you, It would be mére to have, just to show this
rare rate, This is 1856 - before our postal treaty with France,

No chanece of a 3rd 10¢ plate, and little very little
chance of two conditions of Plate One,

Confidentiale Had I known as much about fakes and
paintings in 1904 as I do know I would never have pronounced
that Steve Brown copy as genuine, My personal opinion neow is
that it is unguestionably a painting, If I could get my hands
on it I could prove it one way or the other. Someone, some day
is going to have the laugh on me for stating it was genuine,
Not a word please to anyone on this subject.

I won't do a thing on the Hardy matter but I intend to
force the issue and make someone show him up for the dirty
crook he is, For years 0 have had my suspicions but I ecould not
get the aetual goods on him, What a slimy louse,

Heneeforth it will be 330,

Best regards,

Yours ete.,





















454 South Grand Ave.,
Fort Thomas, Ky,

Feb. 13, 1939,

¥r. Edward S, ﬁnapp
350 Pal‘k Ave.,
Few York, N.Y.

" Dear Ned:

Yours of the 8th received, I had an ailr mail from
Jessup, stating Wiltsee was "drawing up a long statement” re-
garding the Gibbons covers, Rather than have the old man make
e fool of himself I wrote him a long letter giving him the
high points, but not too much information, I told him I had
made a trip East and had interfiewed the man who sold two of
the covers to Hardy and had given him the other two gratis,
I did not mention Dull's name nor did I tell him where he re-
sided, I gave him jusﬁ‘enough information to convince him he
was wrong but not all the facts in the cese., If you want to
see a copy of the letter I wrote him, I will be glad to send 1it,
Inasmich as Lindquist is mueh interested in this matter, I sent
a copy of the letter to Harry to read with permission to divulge
any of the contents to the members of the A,P.8. Committee.

) I told E, A, W, that his friend Heinrich had gyped him
and that he should demand the return of the fee, As gently as
I could I balled the old man out from A to Z and told him when
he got inform:ztion Irom others he should give them credit and
not meke it appear it was his own research work, I told him
in effect that such a practice was hardly honorable, Then to
prove my point I quoted his statements on the N,Y, bar branch
post offices, ete.

I am glad you wrote him and backed up the statements I
made in my letter., 1In spite of his six feet four inches, he
should feel pretty small after he gets our two letters,

I am glad you have not returned the two fake Hardy covers
because what I think we should do, is to place them in the safe
keeping of Carter Glass, President of the A.P.S,, pending the
filing of charges against Hardy, ' If you wish you can write
Voorhees you are turning these over to me at my requést, and I'll
send them to Carter, I have had some correspondence with him on
this subject but have refrained from mentioning any names, Hardy
is a crook and he should be expelled and his expulsion publicised.
I have no earthly use for the crooks who tamper with covers or
stamps in any way whatsoever,

I do not think we should put Hardy wise to what is going
on, No doubt he has heard there is some trouble brewing and
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‘naturdlly he must be vorribd.‘ :

. Recently hs sent some covers to Sam and in returning
them Sam wrote him a very short and curt lettor, oopy of which
he sent me, : v

You and I were wondering to whom kaéon soldvn lot of
his covers, Don't you suppose he sold a lot to Hardy, They
both winter at Clenrwator and no doubt see quite & lot of each
other, &

Have been 00 111 since my return home to get in touch
with Brooks but intend to do so this week, Will advise you
1mmod1ately if anything favorable dovalops. R :

Beat regards.

Yours etc.,
























-434%Bouth Grand Aves,
Fort Thomas, Ky.

April 20, 1939,

mr. Bdwerd S, Knapp, s - :
A 380 Park Aves, . : 28 ¢
New York, He¥e g

Dear Ned'

I wrote Voorhees suggesting to him that Hardy turn i
those two eovers over to either you or myself - that I £
remove the pair of 3¢ 1851 and the 10¢ 1855 and return the
stamps to him, That we mark on the covers in indelible :
ink « "Original staups missing", 1 will advise you of his
roplys :

Today i gm sending you via Eabress the Morgan boolk,

and also a typed copy of your notes, " The original I returned
- to you some weeks ago. I am sorry I was unable to do anything

on this, If I was located in New York, I am quite sure 1t

- would have bLeen different,

Under separate cover, I an malling you the 1853 - 1854
and 1855 Sailings. You will note these ran 35 mimsograpn pages
and the copying and run wes ‘guite some job, d

= R = the S¢ F, Sailings of the Via Nicaragua ships,
Rowell had a friend of his complle these and she did a fine
job, but thru a misunderstanding she started in July 1852 and

- ran thru 1855, I am requesting Rowell to have her compile

from July lst, 1851 to July 1, 1858 and also the year 1856,
When I get this additional 1nformation, I will put it all
together and run it off on the mimsographs

in comparing her saillng dates with various ones ngen
1n,the Wiltsee Dook, I note quiteup few errors in the booke

The person who copled for him was evidently quite
careless. Invariably he gives the date of the appéarance of a

mews item in the Alta, as the salling date, Our record shows

actual salling date and the date the item appeared in the Alta,
Where Wiltsee states a ghip salled on a certain date, you ean
be quite safe in assuming it actually sailed the day before.

After Miss Neumann finishes 1850, (on which she 1ls now
working), she is golng to compile a record of arrivals of
Nicaragua ships at New York, With such data, combined wlth
the Rowell lists, I think we can coapille 3u1te an accurate bit
of data on the meill carried by the "Via N" line,
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Mr, Edward S, Knapp - April 20, 1939,

€ If you have any suggestions, please advise ue,
With best wishes,

Yours etc.,

Ps Oy Re = that 3¢ 1857 cover = "N.Y, Steamship"
with the aplit Phillipine, | do you consider a f4afr
OV

cnow L am not har




434 South Grand Ave.,:
Fort Thomas, Ky.

April 20, 1939,
¥r, Bs Les Voorhees,

7 So. Dearborn Ste,
Chicago, Ills.

My dear Barney;

Knapp wrote me some days ago that you would like to
have the return of Hardy's two covers with the substituted
palr of 5¢ 1851 and the 10¢ 1858, I apologize for not
attending to this belore this time, _

Before returning these items I would like to make a
request, I would like to see thesé two items in safe hands ‘
where they will cease to be-a menase in the future, Hardy
laid himoeelf wide open to sérious consequences and it is
extromely luekyyfor him that no charges have been brought
against him, * I'made a-gvecial trip to Philadelphia and hed
a long interview with Christian Dull and I have a written
statement from him thet he gave these two covers to Hardy fer
nothifig and that when he turned them over 6 him, they cone
tained no stamps,

if charges had been brought against Hardy thisz evidence
would have been very damawing and while you were perfectly
innocént I an sure you would have been drawn into the case and .
the publicity would have done you no good, Hardy certalnly had
1ittle repard for you in making you a party to such a rotten
plece of busincss,

Because of your,association with the case I mave not
brought 1t to the attemtion of the Board of Vice Presidents of
the A, P, Se, 8nd further, I cdoubt 1f Wiltsee will do s6 bee
cause without my cosoperation he would place himself in a posie
tion of meking a fool of himself, I sincerely trust if no
publieity ie given this incident that it wil) serve as a lesson

» to Hardy, and that he will earefully wateh his step in the
fature,

I suggest ‘that he preseant these two govers to either
Knapp or myself with the understanding that I remove the pair
of 37 1851 and the 1l0¢ 1855 and return thess stamps to hime I
think thesé covers should be either destroyed or stamped in
indelible ink, "Original stamps removed and missing, cancellae
tions veﬁuine.

I trust your ankle is improving and that you are now able
to get around without mueh inconvenience,

Cordially yours,
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Aprid 27, 1939,

Nr, B, L, Voorhees,
#7 South Dearborn St.,
Chicago, Ills,
Dear Barney:

Please have Ashbrook typewrite or stamp on the back
of the two covers that they bear no stamps and remove the
stamps from them, I then suggest that the covers be given
to some Auction Dealer to be sold for my or your account,
The palr of 3¢ staups and the 10¢ stamp may then be given teo
any other auction dealer to be sold for my or your account,

They are my property, Kindly let me know how the matter is

being handled and have the dealers report on them when they are

8old, I do not ecare to know who is handling this matter,
Trusting thie will prove a satisfactory solution of
thig matter, I am with best wishes,
Very truly yours,
(signed) J, Hardy,
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434 South Grend Ave,,
Fort Thomas, Ky,
m ‘. 1”’.

Mr, Edwerd S, Knapp,
. 330 Pirk Ave,,
5 | New York, .Y,
My dear Ned:

L. T empless Nerewith Letber wst received from
mtmmum copy of my reply and copy of the

nardy to vmhm htm.

I also uuou the two covers with the substituted

L -um reuoved, end if you care to acquire these I suggest
- you send Voorhees a check for whatever amownt you consider

tm tu mih and 1 hnvo little doubt that Voorhees will

_see M Herdy accepts,

~ Best mgu'u.
: !m Qulg




o I TN R

. ANDREW PETERSON, PRES. & TREAS. PHONE 6-2398

W. C. PHILLIPS & <CO. INC.,

J
HARTFORD, CONNECTICUT March 4, 1939
Mr. Stanley P. Ashbrook 2 73 D
434 So. Grand Avenue L/ s i\ )
Ft. Thomas, Kentucky / '\ 55—

Dear Mr. Ashbrook:

I duly received the photographs of the l¢ #51 for
which I thank you. I do not know exactly where to place this
stamp and realizing the important part that your study holds
in placing these rarities to advantage, I am writing to inquire
if you could sell this stamp for me. If you can, I would give
you a commission of $100 if you can place it for $600 and 25%
of all that you get over £600.

I shall be glad to hear from you regarding the above,

Yours truly,

/

W. C. Phillips
AP/al
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AMERICAN PHILATELIC SOCIETY

OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT
CARTER GLASS, JR.
P. 0. BOX 131 LYNCHBURG, VA.

January 22, 1939

Mr, Stanley B, Ashbrook,
434 S, Grand Ave,,
Fort Thomas, Ken,

Dear Stanley:

Your letter of January 20 at hand, It is both my
personal and official opinion that any member of the APS proven
guilty of faking covers, as you explain, should be expelled from
the Society, I think it is unquestionably conduct unbedoming a
member.,

As you, know, the Vice Presidents are charged with respon-
sibility for diéﬁiinary action against members, and complaints or
charges of miscShduct must be referred to them., I think if the
APS would take action in the case of members who engage in discre-
ditable transactions, there would not be so much fake stuff being
sold.

I want to take this opportunity to congratulate you on
the fine contribution you have made to philately in your two recent-
ly published books.

Cordially yours,

62kuvtb¢ 529/¢466f;,

Carter Glass, Jr,

CGsCY
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VJ._‘xr. carter Glaca, Jrg oy

”jﬁy dear éar&ar. 

.h_
g )

4wof my Qne Cent 1851-1857 hook.

':from ackﬁnwigdg;ng recoipt of yonr kind 1attor of the aana.

el A ST T S I A 454»South Grand Ave.,
A T D B Fort Thunns,&!y.‘
4 : 2 o - F‘b.‘ 11' 193 Yoias : _ ~. o

Pe Oy Box~ 1_ ks 37 Sl
B Lynch. j'rs. e

",“"

& two—weeka atteck of the grippe haa prevented e -

vor aeveral monthz 1 have been carefully gathsring

“fevidends on the case I referred to in my letter and I have .

little doudbt that at an early date the whole mstter will be
laid befora the Board, The evidence I have is conclusive

. 't egnd the case against the fuilty party can. be proved; in my .
© 2 opinion, bLeyond & cguestion of & doubt, I think this party
. “"should be expelled from the Society &nd publicityggiven to
.7 hls expulsion =o thet he may not be eble to prey on unsuse'
- peeting collectors in the future, TFurther I think the o
. " .matter should be called to the attention of the Federal
. authorities for surely in his case he used the mails to

defraud,  If we could obtain a conviction of a well known .~ =
abmiiviéual like thig one I think it wonld prevent othara frem 0

taking su riuka. e : : ;._ ‘
> My fakod 1t ains whre not sent to ey hence I prerer

f“*ﬁnot te'bring the charges but to have the party to whom they &éro
- sent’ make the complaints However if he refuses I will be da-'

lighted to preaent alI the eviﬂnnce I have to the Beard.s
My sincere tharks for your kind word&-cf apgrsciatkqn

Cordially vours,

o



AMERICAN PHILATELIC SOCIETY

OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT
CARTER GLASS, JR.

P. 0. BOX 131 LYNCHBURG, VA.

February 13, 1939

Ir, Stanley B, Ashbrook,
434 8, Grand ave,,
Fort Thomas, Ky,

Dear Stanley:-

Your letter of February 11 at hand, Under the revised
by-laws of the Society, the Vice Presidents themselves can pre-
fer charges against a member, Therefore, if the party to whom
the faked items were sent is unwilling to make the complaint,
the matter can be handled through the Board of Vice Presidents,
However, it would be preferable if the party in question would
bring the charges,

I think the evidence ought also be presented to the
Postoffice Department for any possible action the federal au-
thorities might care to take, The only way to break up the
abuses to which the hobby is being subjected is to prosecute
all who are guilty of fraudulent impositions upon collectors,

Cordially yours,

Ou o, v,

Carter Glass, jr.
CGs:CY



434 South Grand Ave.,
Fort Thomas, Ky.

March 9, 1939,

Mr, Carter Glass, Jdr,,
P P. Os Box 131,

Lynchburg, Va.
My dear Carter:

I have delayed replying to yours of the 1l3th because
I have been waiting to hear from the party who should bring
the charges dgainst the A.P,5, member, I understand my friend
has been ill, As =oon as I have some definite word, I will
advise you,

Now for another mstter, There is a chap in the stamp
business in Cincinnati by the name of B, H, Terry, It soenms
that Terry made application for membership in the Society and
his application was rejected, I have known Terry for some
five or six years and I like him personally, I never have had
any business dealings with him, so cons@icuently I know nothing
of his integritye I am told he has several enemies in the
business and that they used thelr influence to have his applie
cation rejected, In Uanuary I wrote Dr, Davis regarding this
matter I enclose herewith his reply,

One of my closest fikends 1a Mr, Louis A, Ireton, a
prominent attornmey in Cincinnati, and guite an enthusiastie
collector, Ireton swears by Terry and feels guite sure an
injustice has been done him in refusing him membership in the
Societys Ireton has had quite a lot of dealings with Terry and
feels confident the man is honest, I enclose you a letter which
Terry wrote to Ireton, I must admit it is rather rainbling and
reads sort of nutdy, but attached to it is a copy of a letter
which Nr, Edward S¢ Horwitz (A.P.S.14522) of Cincinnati recently
wrote to Dr, Davis, Horwitz edits quite a good stamp eolumn
in the Cinecinnati Enquirer every Sunday, I rather doubt if
Horwitz would indorse Terry if the latter was dishonest,

Sometimes a chap who has pulled some gueer stuff goes
straight after he joins a respectable organization,

I wonld appreciete it very mmech if the Board would
glve further eondideration to Mr, Terryts applications

With kindest regards,
Cordially yours,




K LINDOUIST |

PUBLECATIEIONS
2 WEST 46y STREETNEW YORK, N.¥.

November 29, 1938

Mr. Stenley “e Ashbrook
434 S, Grand Ave.
Fort Thomas, Kye

Dear Stan:

i Wiltsee is apparently on the werpath ageinst everyone, for James
Hdardy was in here the other day to tell me of his serap with him and he also
told me that Ed Knapp is having guite an ergument with hime. In addition to
that, he is trying to have the Expert Committee of the APS fired, and now is
starting to pick on youe

The trouble is, the old boy is very set in his convictions, and
undoubtedly thinks he is right, and then goes ahead like & bull in a china shope

Frankly, I think the best way to handle him is just jolly him along
and not dignify the whole thipg by even giving it the publicity that an ex-
planation in STAMPS would entaile At present all of his arguments are con-
fined to a very small circle and thelworld at large knows very little about
him or his idease In the old days he had many e bitter argument with
Dr. Berthold and he is just belligeremt by nature.

So I'd squelch the whole thing if I were you, unless he actuelly
breaks into printe

Lieute Chapel, who sent you the clipping, is one of the editors of
AVOCATIONS, end I have slready told him how much you would eppreciate his
thovghtfulness in sending on the clippinge

I've got enother ergument on my hands right now which I hope won't
develop very far, but Elliott Perry is very anxious to have me enter into
this Needham fight end feels quite hurt when I refuse to do soe He pointed
out how hard he worked on the Carrier cheapter for the book and says that
this was only done as an aid to me and he thinks I ought to reciprocate now
by helping him fight Needhem. However, it is one of those things that I
simply can't consistently do and I hope Elliott won't meke too much of an
issvue over it for I like him too well to have a scrap with him.

Sincerely yours,

HLL:B

Phone: MEdallion 3-3715 Cable Address: LINDPUBS




lir, Christian L. Dull,
5119 Chestnut St.,
Philadelphia, Pa,

My dear Mr. Dulls

I would appreciate very much if can give me some
information on a subject in which I am Vvery much interested.

May I inqguire if you have any knowledge of the
"Rebbeca Gibbons - Wilmington Del."™ batch of covefs? Many
of these bear the "Via Nicaragua markings s and I have been
informed rather indirectly that you were the original dis-
coverer and that you disposed of some of these covers teo
de S¢ Hardy of Chicago,

Sincerely yours,



S CLRISTIAN L. DULL

i
e

———————— Postage Stamps for Collectors
1210 Locust Street Philadelphia, Penna.

January 16, 1939

Mr, Stanley R, Ashhrook
434 S, Grand Avs,

.F‘t. Thomas, Ky.
Dear Mr, Ashbrook,

Thank vou for vours of Jan. 2th, Our
mutual friend ¥Wr, William West has heen In to get some
information about this material, T gave him the story
ags I recalled the various details, which go back some
four &r five ysars,

V:lmineton, Del,, a Mr Bush showed m= a hook of 1Sth

century U,S, which he had to sell, I selsoted from it

a pair of ths 3c 1851 cancellsed STEAM SHIP in two straight
| lined, and struck twice, Mr, Bush asked if I were intersstad
| in early covers, =2sp=22ially stampless and as a rzsult went
| to his home ths followinz Sunday and sglsctad a numher

of covers from a large carton full oP the Rebwascra Gibbons

correspondence which “ha had inharitad “rom a mambar of

the family., If you ars intsrssted in the fami ly connaction

I am sure thwet Mr, Walter D, Bush, mD1¢moni Ice % Coal Co.,

Market St, Vilmin*ton, Del., Wlll hs pleased to go-opsrats

and give you whatavar information you lndlrn in that

connection,

|
At a meeting of the Y Stamp Club of

Among the covers I sslscted wsre a number
of "Via Nicaragua, Ahsad of the Mails" postmarks, I do not
know the sxact number but thers must havs bsen 12 or 15,
Every one of these covsrs had the stam r stamps removad,

¥r, Bush said that he did not removs s
inheritance had come a gquantity of s 3
had besn sold to Mr, Fred Liebeck in a, when he first
got them , others had gzons to looal co ctors and some

were among ths matarial from which I had b uv%* ths pair

of 3¢ 1851's, None of tha stamps had hssn soakad off, all

had ha2en pullad of? and there was 2vidanns that a few had hson
badly damagsi in the procsss. Howavaer, thars wars bits of
cover stusk to ths hagk of my giair and thess checked

exaotly with hits that had hean pulled off ona of the

covers in Temoving ths stamps, This could not »2 co-incidenns,
tha nl=an 310 ‘Fron whinh tha :j‘mpg had haan removed

and every possibls 4dndisation 3hQW°1 that my pair »alonged

on that one cover so T raplacad i%. The stamps ware no%t tied,

but with the
many of which




Another cover, the only "Noisy Carrier" in the lot
was lacking a 1C cant stamp ant this I traeasd to Lisbenk
who still had it and rsplaced this, It was wsll tied with
"San Franaisco" cancsllation, Although the indications wers
that many of tha2 missing stamps should bes in or near
Philadelphia, T hsld the covers for about two ysars and
was unable to trace or find any other stamp belonging to
the covers, A

Meanwhile T had supplisd tracings to Stephsn Rich
for Postal Markings and Mr, Hardy had contantad me and
made sevaral attsmpts to buv the covers, T explained the
gitvation to him and he said hes had a elient ‘who would
rather have the covers with stamps supplied than not to
have tham at all, I kept for my own collesction three
different "Via Nicaragua" covers and the "Noisy Carrier",
and as further ssarch for ths stamps seemed futile,
scld Hardy ths rest, From his corrsspondsnss I naturally
expected him to ssll them as "Stamps supplisd" covars,
but according to Mr. West, he has not done so,

Last April I had to have an operation and neaded
some extra money and at that tims scld him (Hardy) the
last four of ths covers, thoss which I dssaribed above as
having saved for my own collection.

vers on which I traced and
eplaced the stamps, I will stand back of thsm unconditional.y,
Though all the circumstancss wsare known to Hardy at the

time of sale, T consider thoses two covsrs gsnuine in

every rsspsct. Ths balancs of the covars, I can guarantes

only that ths "Nicaragua" pmks, are good and that they

were supplied to Hardy without stamps.

Congerning the two co
t

I hops this will elsar up all dstails of the
sitvation for you, T am sorrvy now that T sold tha onas
with stamps removed bhut it is too lats for that, T
ceértainly dbd not expect the results that-have come of it,

Tery truly vours




Jan, 19, 1939,

Mr, Christian Dull,
1210 Locust St., :
Philadelphia, Pa,

My dear Mr, Dull:

I wish to express my sinecere appreciation for your
kind letter of the 16th, because it sheds some very interesting
light on a subject in which I am very much interested.

There seems to be little doubt that lir, Hardy very
foolishly attempted to enhance the ue of certain of the
Gibbons covers by adding stamps in the place of those which had
previously been removed, However so far as Hardy is concerned
I am not interested, as I am not the owner of any of the covers,
henee have not been defrauded.

My interest lies in a difference of opinion between lir,
Wiltsee and myself, inasmueh as I pronounced the "Via Nicaragua"
markings on these covers as gemuine, whereas he has expressed
a very definite and positive opinion they are fraudulent,
Naturally I am somewhat interested in proving my side of the

argunent,

S0 far I have traced the whereabouts of eight of these
Rebecca Gibbons covers, and while I am not posted on how many
Hardy sent to Wiltsee, I do know that he returned four of them,
These were sent to me last week by Mr, Voorhees, who had
originally ferwarded them to Wiltsee for Hardy.

I made photographs of these four and I am enclosing here-
with the prints with my cempliments, with the hope that you can
furnish me with some additional information respecting each of
these four items.

In your letter you mention the first cover you purchased =
a pair of 3¢ 1851, struck twice with "Steam Ship" (two lines).
Perhaps the phote enelosed is of this particular item, lNay I
ask if this is correct?

Note the "Nodsy Carrier's" with the San Francisco poste-
mark, Is this the one you referred to in your letter? I note you
state there was only one "Noisy Carrier's" in the lot, however
in a California collection is one that is almest a duplicate of
this particular eover, but the 1l0¢ stamp which was on 1t is still
missing, Perhaps the owner obtained this item from somebody other
than Hardy and perhaps it was not in the lot you aequired.

You mentioned in your letter that last April you sold
Hardy four covers and it was very soon after that time that four
covers were sent to Mr, Wiltsee, 1Is it possible the four
photographs I am sending you are the same items? Of course the
replaced 10¢ with May 27 1s very crude and would not fool anyone,
but the "liew York, two bar - Jan 15" is rather good, This is only



#2e
Mr, Christian Dvll - Jan, 19, 1939,

a white face and is the exact size of the photo. Do you recall
if"this T'ace was larger and showed a portion of the original
postmark, I examined this pair and the "tie on" under my lamp
endld not detect anything wrong with it, so was disposed to give
it the benefit of the doubt, I have made a study of New York
postmarks and the latest use I have seen of any of these bar types
was May 1853, The only year of use this could have been if ‘
genuine was Jan, 15, 1855, but I could hardly believe this hand-
stamp was used s0 late, Still such a thing ecould have been
possible, I am hoping that you can accurately recall how this
item was when you sold it to Hardy. '

Evidently Mr, Bush had quite a lot of the Rebeecca Gibbons
covers and I wonder if you can tell me what he did with them, The .
reason is this, If some of these covers fell #nto the hanis of
some crook, he might be able to use them for the purpose of
placing fake canecellations, and "Via Nicaragua" markings on them,
Would you mind making inquiry of Mr, Bush er would you prefer I
communicate with him direct?

Feghaps Mrg¥est showed you his cover, I suppose I have
seen this in the past but I do not recall what it contained. If
there are stamps on it now are you convinced they were not used
originally on the cover?

Again many thanks Tor your very courteous letter.

With kindest regards, belleve me

Vordially yours,
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It just oecurrsd to ms that poss
this from differant angles, If it
genuinesness of the "NWicaragua" pos
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Birmingham Philatelic Society

Birmingham, Alabama

&

April 26, 1939.

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook,
424 So. Grand Avenue,
Fort Thomas, Ky.

Dear Mr. Aghbrook:

It ie with pleasure that we learn through one of our fellow
stamp collectors, Mr. Emerson C. Krug, that you plan a viegit to
Birminghem, in the near future.

The Birmingham Philatelic Society at their laet meeting voted
unaminously the pleasure of extending to you a cordial invitation
to meet with them at a dinner and be their Guest of Honor. The
meeting is subject to your vieit and convenience.

The Birmingham Philatelic Society haes an active membership
of eporoximately 50 members. We meet bi-monthly at one of the
leading hotels.

Agein, it ie with pleasure we extend to you an invitation

to be the Cuest of Honor at a meetingz suitable to your visit.

A bl A, il

Wllllam C. Darden, Secy.

May we hear from ycu?

419 No. 19th Street.

WCD/bhe.



434 South Crand Ave.,
Fort Thomas, Ky

Yy 3, 1939.

¥r. Wme C, Darden, .
419 No, 19th 5t.,
Birmingham, Alae

Dear lr, Darden:

Your rind letter of the 28th received and 1 ap eciate
ver{ mich the eordial invitation of the Birminghem Philatelic
Socletye.

several weeks ago 1 wrote my good friend Emmerson Krug
that I might run down to your City some weekeond and spend a
few hours with as N¥rs. Ashbrook and 1 were considering
at thet time a little trip south by car, Unforeseen clrcums
stances prevented the contenplated trip, bub yesterday 1 had
the pleasure of sponﬂs.:i the day with ¥r, Krug and befere
his departure I promis him I would repey his enjoyable visit
to Cincinnati and Rort Thomas sometime thls summer,

{ can sssure you that 1t would indeed be & pleasure

first trip South I will gladly accept the kind tetion you

extended to me,.

to meet you, and ‘the other members of your sooim and on my

Sincerely yours,
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Dec. 28/38,

Dear Knapp: .

Just a line to let you know that Dr, E, 0, Heinrich
has pronounced all four of the Via N. covers fraudulent.
It has taken some time because he was called away three times
on out of town business, wills documents forgeries & etec,
He 1s the leading authority on the Coast and employed by all the
banks, Of course he has a great advantage because he can tell
whether the inks used are modern or of’ the period of the
handstamp, One cover proved that it was built up and faked in
every way and that the entire correspondence was used for this
work, His photographing and enlargements are splendid -

Yours sincerely
(signed) E, A, Wiltsee
I am glad that I was vindicated, It cost me a lot of money

but I don't gridge it as long as we can protect these interesting
items i1rom forgeries and forgers,



Jan. 13, 1939,

Dear Ned:

I return herewith Wiltsee's letter and there is
1ittle question but what Wiltsee convinced the great
Heinrieh in advance that the covers were fakes, hence
Henrieh could not take a chance and pronounce them good, -
At any rote I don't care what Heinrich or Wiltsee elther
one thinks about these covers, I am convinced they are
good,  This is not merely my opinion but an accumulation of
various factors which I know cannot be wrongs

Por example I have certain infermation which would
be vital to the faker making one of these covers, - By mo .
possible chanecé in the world could he have had this particular
informiition, yet he would have to have had 1t to make this
particular itens . 39 ‘ : gt

It is rather unfortunate that Wiltsee persuaded Helinrich
to give a Tfalse opinion because he is highly regarded put on
the coast, He has assisted in SOme,prominﬁnt<cr1m1na§§Eases‘
and has quite a reputation., It will be rather diffic to con=
vince someé peeple he is wrong. However this is one case where
he attempted something he knew nothing abouts I do not take
‘any stoek in Wiltsee's crack about modern inks, I think he
originated this, It is my guess Heinrieh asked Wiltsee to
furnish him with genuine examples of the "Via N" handstamps for
coumparison with those on the Gibbons covers under the ultre-
violet lamps I think Heinrich formed his concluslon because
some of these did not mateh, There is really no reason why they
should, which is & point Wiltsee does not know, hence Leinrien
qid not either and he expected a resiult wiich naturally he did not
obtain, : g R

I hope Barney has sent you the four cévers by. this time,
liord laters v

Yours otc.,




Jan. 16, 1939,

Dear led: ; Mo e A was : \}!‘ i i

: I had a letter from Barney this A.Me and he stated
he had sent you the four Glbbonsg coverse That is fine and. .
I am glad you are @ing to own them, I enelose you prints
of the negatives I made, also & print of that Frame Line
copy which I call #540, You can have the fun of deping this
out yourself, What & lucky find thls really was, Sort of
like finding a needle in a haystack, e :

Barney stated in his lstter that Hapdy claims he got
all his Rebecca Gibbons covers from Christian Dnll“ef EE
Philadelphia and that Dull "informed Hardy he made the original
- Tind and had the. covers for some years before he sold them to
I vrote Dull ldst week if he mads the originalifing .. ¢
of these covers- and if he would ve kind enough to give me o '
‘some information regarding theme

. Yours ete.,



HLLINDQUDT

PUBLIECATIONS
2 -MRE ST 46 e ST REET - NEMIN.ORK, N. Y.

January 11, 1939

Mr., Stanley Be Ashbrook
434 S Grand Avee
Fort Thomas, Kye

Deear Sten:

I was interested in what you say about those covers
passed upon by Wiltseee TVhen I wes out on the Coast this summer,
he went into great detail about these covers, end I think one of
the reasons he wanted to go to New Orleans was to show up Hardy,
as well as the A.PeSes Committee in connection with theme

Vhen Herdy was in the city recemtly, he told me the
source of the covers, and said that he had passed this information
on to the Expert Committee, which influenced them in declaring them
genuines

Sincerely youré,

HLL:B /:;7,

Phone: MEdallion 3-3715 Cable Address: LINDPUBS
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Jan, 9, 1939.

Mr., Bs L. Voorhees, -
7 So., Dearborn St.,
Chicago, Ills,

My dear Barney:

I was extremely glad to see these four Gibbons covers
as there has been quite a lot of contreversy concérning them,
I am well aware of the fact that they were subBitted to the
AsP.S. Expert Comnittee and that their opinion fhas been
assailed by Wiltsee. , G

I have exemined’these items very carnfuily,and there
is no guestion in my mind that all four are genuine with the ‘
following exceptions, ' ' E

The 10¢ stamp on the cover - "May 27" is a substitution,
otherwise the cover is genuine, Regardless of what Wiltsee
states there was a 10¢ 1855 on this cover originally and it was
tied by a llew York postmark, Further I can prove the exact :
type of postmark that was used, Evidently when this cover was -
found the original 10¢ stamp was missing, Later the present
stamp was substituted, To do this and to make the marking cone-
form to parts of the original pestmerk on the envelope, parts of
the original marking were removed, Thls was done by secratching
with a sharp knife or razor blade and as a consequence, the .
paper was badly thinned, The removal of the present 107 stamp
will show this evidence guite plain, in fact 1t can be seen by
holding the cover to a strong light,

Wiltsee makes himself perfectly absurd by stating the
"via Nicaragua™ marking on this eover is fraudulent,

The lloisy Carrier cover is perfectly good beyond any
quéstion of a doubt and so is the cover with the "Stemmship” on
the pair of 3¢ 1851, Wiltsee states the "Via N" marking is in
a dull black, but anyone who is not color blind can see that this
marking is in a Baded out dark greenish bluee :

iegarding the fourth cover, Wiltsee had a lot to say
about this item, but all of his remarks were absurd, Suffice is
to state that the Sierra Nevada handstamp is perfectly genuine,
There is a bare pessibility that the pair was not used on this
cover originally, but I am satisfied in my own mind that it was,
I could tell .Wiltsee all about this cover, when it left S.F., on
which ship it traveled, when it reached New York, etec., but what's
the use, he is so damn smug in his self-conceit that he refuses
to listen to any facts that conflict with fixed theories he has
in his mind, :

Don't pay any attention to his comments on this items I




#24
ur. B. L. Voorhees - Jan. 9, 1939,

have made a study of the N.Y, bar postmarks and its a einch they
were used at the lNew York post office and not at any branches

or sub-stations, I gave him this itea about sub-stations h
several months ago, so 1t is not original with him because all

- he knows about N.Y, postmarks could be written on the back of a
postage stamp,

This letter to you is confidential and I request that you
do not show it toc anyone, especially Hardy, if he is still the
owner of these items, It is of no concern to me, but I think
Wiltseets attack on theses items is outrageous ana if I owmed thenm
I would institute suit for defamation of character and property
damage, Pseudo experts like Wiltsee who air their ipnorance
are as harmful to philately as the fakers who manufacture false
COVETSe

I had a tilt with him last month, He picked out a cover
I illustrated in Volume 2 of my One Cent book and balled me out
unmereifull vy for publishing an illustration of a fkke, It was
all wvery a3ughable because the cover in question came from a
private find and was never in the hands of anyone who could possibly
know anything about faking ite I happen to know the family well
and would stake my life no one ever did a single thing to the
envelope, Yet the great expert Wiltsee told me forty ways the
cover was a fake, displaying his total ignorance in a AOSt absurd
manner.

What I would like to know is, who substituted that 104
Green with the "May 27". Hardy should be umade to explain this if
he can, It is Ffor this reason that I request you to keep all the
contents of this letter absolutely confidential, If there was no
faking on this cover I would not make this request,

I have made a copy of wiltaeo's opinion which I will treat
as confidential.

I return herewith the four items with my sincere thanks
to you for your kindness,

I understood there were several more items in the lot, in
fact Wiltsee sent me photostats of theme These he claimed were
extremely bad, May I inquire if he kept these?

Cordially yours,

Py Se==Knapp expressed the wish to buy these Gibbons
covers if they were found to be germine, If you could do Knapp
a favor I would appreciate it.

Se




SEVEN SOUTH DEARBORN STREET-TELEPHONE CENTRAL 1988

CHICAGO /_, < _J ¢
ILLINOIS |

f.‘
) RN AN ‘\,\\
7 2= J ' / '\n 2 AN AN /
/ M'U\-‘u\/f/ )My e AN

/1

AN C{X ff 7‘ ,'/ﬂ\ | / - A M (: \/\\) /1& z‘&»/_f.l,\ Y I," j,ﬂ,g\,q,w

il S/ S e L ey, / «
N 0 GOV i ua = AR I o i Ly e o0 Sh At ling T

AT~ A ‘/ G //‘ h RNC ) ‘/“ %.'\.A.Lm

(7 U‘ AP ‘(} _}»‘)7. )

3 7 ) :
v\li (( /’ { \.,\_/‘1,,!,6 Wy P_RNNANA AN\

LM Condadsnad 9
| 4 | o ‘\' ( J /e H g "' A ) 0 "
et % ST (G X /* 4 q"s\}\}\}\}\w : (O 7 AN, . . 4 4 Val
/)"( 55 7T A NSO AANAN AAND O t \Ajk/\ NN Sy . AN

& [ W7 ( i - £ ) j rE Y e
( {+ as) AN )\:} r/ ‘(‘1&\1, IQ)LJJ\/&LW R &\/M,%iMML x&) =R : T s ; 5 &//; R U}AL A
(;/U\’\ \Q/\ LA \l\)\‘/‘.\ ,ﬂﬂu /)\ )’\{' [ C\u) (“0\ ( (Ll‘ I\\ O\ M L_\ Q ' ﬁﬁ\' &l_“\j\/\\LL /\i *\ A ’(; )\/\"‘ /‘\){\






Jan, 19, 1939,

Mr., B. L, Voorhees,
7 8. Dearborn 8t.,
Chieago, Ills,

My dear Barney:

Thanks for your letter of the 14th, Of the four
covers, the one with the S.F. postmark is undoubtedly good,
this also applies to the steamship, Of course the other
107 is a lousy job of substitution but two of the four being
good, I was rather disposed not to question the palr of the
3¢ 1851 with the N,¥1 of "Jan. 15" It now develops that
this cover apparently went to Hardy with no staupss I was
a little suspicious of the palr originat on EE?s cover as
I have never seen a use of a New York "bar" postmark later
than May 1853, and the only date mail via Nicaragua could have
been deposited in the N,¥, Post Office on "Jan, 15" was 1855,
This was mighty late for a "bar" marking but still I figured
such a use was not impossible, If this pair of 3¢ 1851 was
substituted it was rather a clever job so far as 1%t appears on
the face without removing the pair to examine what is undere
neath,

If Hardy did this fixing, I am surprised at his
foolishness in laying himself so wide opens

My best regards,
Cordially,




-

/O
L

Dear Stan:
Bromidic,but its a small WORLD-the afternoon before receiving your last letter

in which you asked me if I could find out anything about C.A.Dull,I was with him and the
reason for seeing him was to have him copy for me that canc that ran sideways that you

sent me“61"on its side do you recall it? In my, case 1 had a number of other pages from

my albums,some to show to Klein and Ward. Amongst them I had the Gibbons cover bought

from Robbie and which Edgar criticized when he saw it on account of the Wiltse contention.

1 told Dull the Wiltse suspicions of these covers and he said "Well maybe I can help you
clear this matter up.' And then he told me that about i years ago he bought & number of
items from Walter Bush a descendent of Rebecca Gibbons who inherited all the stamp things
from Rebecca-Bush was a collector but mot of U.S. There were evidently many covers in the
lot-a=d from which he removed the stampsexcept the cheaper common ones-with these he did

not bother-but he did teke the stamps off at least some of the " A head of the mails"and
sold them or traded the stamps for other stamps that he was collecting.Dull bought #some of
his collection and amongst them a number of ahead of the mails without stamps and one Noisy,
for this latter he found the stamps that had been on the cover in Liebecks possessionand

he bought them from L.and put them back on the cover.This cover is absolutely goodLHe fin=
ally sold it to Hardy,witfh in a year. But about I years ago he sold Hardy 5-6 or 7 Ahead
of the Mails covers all without stamps,he thinks actually é but is not sure-these Hardy said
he would put stamps on)af least on some,for a collector to whom he was goimg to sell a 'ew
had his own stamps and would Fix up his own envelopes. This sale was by letter in answer

to Hardys Ads and Dull has thrown the letters away-but he tells me that Hardy made no bones
about his proposed doctoring ahd Dull was much surprised when I told him how Hardy was being
criticized. Because he thought Hardy would tell his buyers that he had addedthe stamps.
Bush is still alive and active in the Wilmington Stamp Club,he is in his 70ties.

So ffr as Chris Dull is concerned he is absolutely hornest and trustworthy,he is a small
dealer and holds auctions several times a year. I bought that pretty OLD STAMPS NOT RECOGHm
NIZED that you illustrated from him and several other nice items. Itrust him entirely.

So boiled down the Hardy covers are good,but other stamps have been adde-and maybe a
cancelation has been improved with the wrong ink,and thats where Wiltse Ink Expert comes in.
At least this is my solution. what do you think of it? A letter from Ned:l sent Beverly

a pepper basket and said a2 WORD TO THE WISE IS SUFFICIENT she has a deal with her Father
that for every sneeze he makes he pays her a quarter,

Spent Christmas in the Hospital as the result of an over dose of Insulin. Only there3 days.
Really my second home,could I afford it would likely live there. Comfortable and no worries.
I trust I have made myself clear,if not let me know specafically what you want to know and
Dull can find the answers from Bush. He will be seeing him tomorrow,Z I think,they have

a meetind and Dull attends. Klein also says the Gibbons Cover you passed on is good.

And now down stzirs with Peter for a run around and then I hope to bed-went to a night

club last P.Mand bedded about L A.M. Too oldibuf do these fool things every so often.

E.P. has & cover that I should like to buy if I have any thing left after taxes,if I do

will ship it to you to fix up Fo?ﬁﬁike the one you did for Jessup. A 5¢h47-biggest I ever
"saw on cover-bigoer ‘han Saul-Emerson or Sams. So what do you thirk of that for a statement
that at the moment I canmot verify. Gosh I had a good time last night. WOW.

Best ever{//zil;zlél
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J&n. 9’ 1959'

ir, John A, Kleemann,
~ 70 Nassau St.,
New York, N.Y.

lly dear John:

, A understand that several months ago some "Via
Nicaragua" covers were submitted to the A, P. S, Expert
Committee by Wiltsee for an opinion and that your
Comuittee pronounced the items genuine with certain
reservations,s I am aware that Wiltsee took violent ex~
ception to your findings and congideedd appearing at the
lew Orleans Convention for the purpose of bringing eharges
against the Comuittee,

I have. recently had the opportunity of making a

- very careful examination of four of the covers in question

and I am absolutely positive that the opinions expressed
by Wiltsee as to why these four items are bad, are utterly

absurd, One cover in question has a 10¢ 1855 whieh did not
‘originate on the cover, I think the dealer who owns these

items should be asked for an explanation regarding what
knowledge he has regarding how this particular stamp got on
this envelope, As he is a member of the A, P, S may I
inquire if any demand has been made of him for an explanation?

I would like very much to see a copy of the opinions
the Committee furnished Wiltsee on each of the covers, Can.
you furnish me this information? : i

Wilteee has freely expressed his opinion of the Expart
Committee and also his opinions on the covers, and no one has

- made any attempt to call his hand so far as I am aware.

I think paseudo experts of the VWiltsee type are about
as harmful to Philately as the fakirs in Paris who make
spurious covers to sell to @psuspecting collectors in this
country, ¥Yet it seems that nothing is ever done about either,

With best regards to Jake and yourself, I am
| ' Cordially yours,



NASSAU STAMP CO.
» POSTAGE AND REVENUE STAMPS
FOR COLLECTORS

JOHN A. KLEMANN, PRES.
J. J. KLEMANN, JR., SEC'Y & TREAS.

TELEPHONE JOHN 4-0979

68 NASSAU ST., NEW YORK CABLE ADDRESS-.PHILATELIC

January 12, 1839.

Mr., Stanley B. Ashbrook
434 S, Grand Avenue
Ft. Thomas, Kentucky.

Dear Ashbrook,

I have your letter of January 9th in reference to the
Wiltsee covers and all that I kmow about them is that
the following dealers know something or were involved
in some way in regard to these covers:- Ezra Cole,
Eugene Klein, B. L. Voorhees, James H, Hardy, Sidney
Barrett and Earl Hamilton.

Mr. Wiltsee sent them to Sid Barrett and when they
were first shown. to me by him, I examined them care=~
fully and was in favor of giving an opinion only,
without issuing a certificate. Barrett talked me out
of it and certificates were given, as follows:-

Certificate #684 - U.S. 1851, 3¢ red, pair, cancelled
Jan. 15, on piece of cover, pmk "Stmr. Sierra
Nevada, Via Nicaragua, Advance of the Mails.

Certificate #685 - U.S. 1851, 3¢ red, pair, cancelled
{ "Steamship" on cover, cancelled "Via Nicaragua Ahead
of the Mails."

Certificate #686 - U.S, 1851, 1lOc green, type II, tied
4_ black San Francisco, Cal. on cover, pmk. "From Noisy
Carriers Mail - Long Wharf, S.F. Cal.

Certificate #687 - U.S. envelope, 1861, 1lOc green on
buff, Knife 9, red Paid Wells Fargo & Co. through
our California & Atlentic Express frank; pmk U.S,.
Ship (black), Wells Fargo Express, blue.

Certificate #688 = Cover pmk'd "Via Nicaragua in ad-
4 vance of the Mails - genuine but the 10c not on
cover when mailed; it has been put on afterwards.

Certificate #689 - Red Wells Fargo & Co., frank on U.S.
envelope, 1857, 10Oc green on buff, repaired; it is
genuine. The removed portion probably had a $2. red
Wells Fargo adhesive on it.

-1-




JOHN A. KLEMANN. PRES.
J. J. KLEMANN, JR., SEC'Y & TREAS.

NASSAU STAMP CO.
POSTAGE AND REVENUE STAMPS
FOR COLLECTORS TELEPHONE JOHN 4-0979

68 NASSAU ST.. NEW YORK CABLE ADDRESS--PHILATELIC

In mentioning the fakers in Paris, it may interest you
to know that the 5¢ red brown cover I sent you which

you questioned, although I firmly believe the cover

was genulne but the stamps taken off and badly replaced,
has been destroyed. I took the stamps off and sold them
separately, getting more money than I asked you for the
entire cover,

Kindest regards.

Very truly yours, t::Zé&vaJLAAA
LkA,/iéz;fj/ 4 i



Jan, 17th, 1939,

Mr, John A, Kleemann,
70 Nassau St.
New Ybrk, NeYe

My dear John:

Thanks very much f'or your kind letter of the 12th,
It is possible I may get into an argument with Wiltsee,
hence want all the information I can obtain on the Rebecca
Gibbons covers,

I note your reference to a 5¢ red-brown cover = the
item in question was a 5¢ orange-brown plus a 10¢ 1857 Type
Ve Since the incident I have made qulite a study of foreign
rate covers, foreign rate markings, ete, ete., and there is

stampless item to which some "artist" added the stamps on' the
reverse, It was suggested that the N,¥., Exchange 0ffice did
not note the stamps on the reverse and rated the cover as
totally unpaid but a knowledge of the markings shows positively
f this was not the case, I recall that we traced the source ef
{ this cover to Zareski,

6&$\/ no question in my mind that this was originally an unpaid

is I recall John I paid you 31&.00 for the covers I
\ am convinced the black grid was fraudnlént(l have seen c:loverw
i work by Zareskl), fo if you obtained more for this stamp as.
a used copy, than I paid you originally for the cover, I think
| it would be rather disereet to forget the sale,

With every good wish, believe me
Cordially yours,
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Sl "~ 434 Seuth GfandbAit.,
' , : . Pert Themgs, Kye

April 7, 1939,

Mr. Elliett faffy,_. :
: Bex 333, : ! e :
: W.atricld, K.J. \ 1 & e < -

My dear mlliatt-

Soveral days ago HMichael M1ller nf Bnltimorc, aent
me a ecever with 2 herizoental strip of three eofthhe One
Cent 1851 = Type IV - used frem Washington, U, C. in Hew 1856.
In the upper left cormer a stamp had Desn removed, This eever
had in black “lliillDespatch" "Hov 1 - 8 AJM, = 1856"

He ssked me if I had any 1daa what ltamp had been
removed, I wrote him that I thought there was little question
the stamp remeved was ‘an Eagle Carrier, mnd also that never
.before had I seen that "City Despatcn’ handstamp, I asked him
"o kindly send the cever te you for your opinlon, but in case
he does nob, here is a phote (natural aizo) whieh you may keep
for your flles. ;

‘It may intevest you to know that I have been deing
quite 2 bit of experimental work with my Henovie Lawp 4n com- =
junction with phetegraphy. ( I have a very eclever faxed h, strip

el throg 107 1855, 1 enmclete you some photogrnﬂha herewith,

Exhibit $an (mzrked on back}is s reeg; 22 photegraph
mado with a rod f£ilter, This sheows 11ttle race of thg Eggnt'

EXhiLit 3" 4s $he same prlnt with a blsek line drawn
in snowing the reprir, 11 ‘abeve the line is painted. :

Exhibit 0" 12 & photegraph aade with the 1mp.' The
exposure was forty-five minutes in a dark room, - ;

1 do not knéw why the faker had te paint in the tops

of iwo of the stamps, For some time I theught he had edded a

piege of ‘paper at the top, but I now believe this strip had =
very bad ecrease and that the arbist skinned off the top of the
paper and Dainted in the designs, My strongest glass shews no
evidence that a piece of paper was added but it does show

the ‘paper under the painted part is thinner than the balance,
You probably won't notice & great deal of differsnce bstween -
prints "A" and "C", Print "." shows the line of the répair, but
no indication of sny difference in the surfacs eof the paper
abeove and belew the line of repasir, PPint "CT dees show &
difference 'in the surface of the psper, In exsmining the atrip
under the lamp, the eye dees net reglster this difference, This
makes: me believe when I impreove on my present metheds, I will
be able te record on a photegraphie print, many things 1 cannet

_see with my}oybq.
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- I think the print “c" is quite & fine bit of work, . /
don't ycu? W11l you please return thcso three printa after 1
you havo rin;ghad ‘xnminipg thon. o : |
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% churding your letter of the 50th. You mantionod a

. use of e 24¢ 1861"Violet from New Londen en Aug, 20th, 1861.

- By any chance could you be in errer on the town? Hareld ‘
Breooks nas a very fine ome used frem Lewell, ﬁnss., on kug.
;20tn, 1861, This te Hngland, alao. : %

arding thn 186? Brills. Just make a noto ef the
early. use %?) Feby 1867, about which I wrete you in my last.

I do not day 1t is good mer de I say it is bad, The men who
fournd 1it, claims it came to him in an original find, (cever to
Germany) and that the family Trom whom he ebtained it, didntt -
now a thing about stamps, So far as'T knmew the man 1a reliable
but one can never tall, it least I do knew that if he made the
item himself, he got ne premium for his werk, I recognize the
fact he could have substituted the stamps, I think he didn't cven
know the gover in the shape he sold it was am early use of a
grill, The cover itself will never preve ai:hing, bedause
1t shows nothing dofihite. :

Regerding the Chieugo Perfs, 1'11 a&mit 1t seems
s ‘range the only one8 wmewn are from Chicage, It covld be
poseible the P,M, at Chicage was famliller with what ToCe & Coo
were doing and mmde a special reguest for a supply, Ve knew
those thab exist were used Dy different fiems which proves the
Chicage effice had a supply and sold them te wheever wanted them,
I think it is unusual that as msay as 20 cepies have been dis-
covered, This weuld indleate (2) quite & mumber ef sheets wers
~sent to that effice, Rather tham theerize that these were made
privately and net by TyC. & Ce, seems rather illegiecal, Surely
they uséd repular imperf shests oenw hich te try their expsriments .
and I see ne reasen why these migzht have been destroyed rether
than regularly issued, The whele bateh might have been shipped
te Chicsge, just to get rid of them and TFeally net for experi-
mental purpesss, 1 am net aware that any seareh has ever been
made in Chicage fer some dats bearinz en them, Chicage was not
mach of = ¢ity 'in 1856, and if a supply eof perforated stamps
was sent there in June eor July of 1856 perhaps no netice of them
would have appsered in the newspapers, At any rate I will write
te some of the boys up there and see if they ean dig up any depe,
Chase mentioned & use in July 1856 end I have a cover with 3¢ f
used in Peby 1357, Leesks as theugh small aupnlies might have
been issued st various times in the laat six months of 1853,

Regardinﬁ the "Augusts”, I nete with 1nberest your .
clesing remark, "If we ceuld enly find a recerd in seme
Eurepesn P.O. Dopt., showing they Pocoivod the prcmioraa ae
slmplca abe,® o ,

Some d:y auoh s thing will sheow up, Fer oxamplo, a
funny thing happened a year age., I gave Hollewbush a letter te
Waterhouse and Frank went out te his heme, In April 1938 after
his return, he wrete me regarding his visit and commented on some of
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- the Waterhouse 1t¢mn. In his lottar, he 3tatod, “Thgro 1. a

set of Augusts mounted en a Pest orfieo form, I greatly regret.
1 dia u%y 41t mere ecarefully.” Here I theught I had the

key, 1 immediately wrete Watorhause and imagine m! surprise <o
t

when he wrete me he had ne sueh an item snd couldn't Imagine
what Hellewbush referred to, Can you beat that? 1s it posniblo
Frank was right or wreng? I don't know what to think, but I am
rather suspicious, Sinee then I have not been able to get a.
chirp eut of Frank en the sub ject,

Colson was here shortly after I rocai?od Frankﬁs lettor
and we get inte an argument ever the Premieres, You lnew the
same old stuff,  Did I ewn any Premieres? If net what was I
trying ts de? Why didn't I mind my own business, and why publish

« stuff I knew nething abeut, I asked him if he knew of ehn axX-

istence of "I set of Augusts mounted on & Post Office form" and
which proved these were "Samples of the dasiggx we intend.d te
issue™? , _

He mever batted an “éye, but he askod daid I have such o

thing, I told him "ne" but that I had probegrapns of & let af

things I was net able te ewn, He said would like to sece a

wphete and I teld him he weuld be th& last damn persen 1n the
. weorld I'd shlw it te. :

It is my 1dea wy remarks made quita some 1mprcszlen on

‘te. Colsom, . I e -positive that if Gelson Xnew of the existence of

such & thing he would de everybhing in his pewer to keed it
from being published, I 'am net so sure Waterhouss would net do -

the same txing.

I eannet 1magine why FPrank sheuld elaim: he naid so little

'attontlan to the item he claims he saw in the Waterhouse cellec-

tien] Surely he Ynews August stamps when he sses them and I knew

'darn well he is familiar with sll you have written on the subjeet,

If the amswer was bafere his gzgg_g%; did he. pay so 11tt1¢ atten-

on te = - Waterhousze swekr him te setrecy”?

I have beea w.rking on my new artiecle, but I dont't mew
whether 1911 pnblish 1t in the near future or net, WHhen I de,

‘I am net geing te minee any words and I am not geing to make any

statemente I eannet preve, I have been pesitive right sleang that

the snswer teo sll the preblems eof the Premieres was a very simple -
- one, I think thers is net a mumber of answers but just one and

that it is entirely legical and very simple, Uhen we selve a

“preblem and find a simple answer instead of a very cempliuated one,

wo»gener:lly agk ‘ourselves why we didn't think ef that befo

I think the answer teo the:e labels. will be feund net only

. 4% “bhe 1861 sentract but alse 'in the 1857 and 1851 sertracts. I
think this simple mnswer tells ms why ne premieres eof the values

of 1¢ = 3¢ = 5¢ = 12¢ and 90¢ were ever issued, I think the
answer tells us plainly why stamps from the follcwing plates woere
issued:

107 Type I
247 In Vielet
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; ' TYew nere 1s the simple 1ittle ansver -
!.'4 e SRS ;ijdr;mopg,tuggrvisidn :

Think it ever - there is nothing silly about it.

-~ He stahbl were issued frem sanple plates made before
the contraet was awarded, .Thnlc plaioa were,

‘The One Cent "August"
The Three Cent "August"”

<The Five Cent "August”

" The Twelve Cent "August"
The Ninety Cent "August”

. After the centract was awarded and Gevernment inspecters
.were put in the plant, plutes were then made for the regular
stemps under Gevernment supervisiem, These plates were -

One Cent {9 ete,
' Thriee Cent /11 etes
AL Five Cent #17 ete. :
T . Ten Cent {4 - 15 ete,
!. J M Twelve Cent #16 .
24d o Wl :
S04 #7.1  v
004 #18 -

; “The 107 Type I was net a Premiere plate, that is, net
. @& saumple Elato. Had it Deen, it would'have been made privately,
' ¥nd ene thing is eertain, ne stamps wepre Pezularly issued which
- were made frem the privately made Premiere plates, Pk

* © The numbsrs on the plates de net mean & single thing.
Just because the Type I plate was given the mumber "4", 1s'ne
- pesitive evidence it was 2 ‘sample plate and made befere or sven
st the time of the sample plate for the 12¢ "#5" or the sample

plate of the 907, #8s ik SRR

- .+ We have mo dire¢t evidenee that the sample sets sent te
BEurepe contained all the values, The s-%ts may have eniy ineliuded
labels frem ithe. privately made plates, that is, the 1/ - 3¢ = 5¢ =
12¢ and 90¢, but the chances are that these sets were made up
immediately after the fellewing contract plates were made,

: Trifl celers wers run off, hence the se=called 24¢ - .
Umused Premiers, and the 30¢ Premiere and hething mere than
coler L-ials whieh wore used te make up complete scts teo send
foreign post offices, e i

¢ ‘_I thiﬂk‘thia thoofi ean be made te fit all 6ha‘kncwn
facts, and there is me flaw in it, if we désregard the plate
numberse And why net de this? Beecausé they run in sequence does

~‘net preve they were mande in this erder, A

By this theery we can separate the unoffieial from the
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official, and divide the entire August set inte twe classes,

A) Privately mad : A
A s s B

(B) Coler Trials frem officially made plates
10¢ (Type I) - 24¢ = 30¢

I believe there must be a slight difference hetween the
shades of the 10¢ Type I, These I would divide Type I -~ Coeler
Trial <the Printing used fer the Eurepean sets, Type I - Regular
coler as adepted fer the Regularly Issued stamps,

The difference in these twe shades is the same as the
difference between the 24¢ Trial coler and the "Vielet" of the
regularly issued stanmp,

Can a flaw be feund in the abovb_thoary?

Regarding Govermment supervision, Suppese fer example,
the Gevernment would have permitted the lN,B, N, Co, to use their
rivately made 90¢ Premiere plate, and suppese for example, the
Eompany ﬁuﬁ previsusly made seversl of these plates and printed
theusands and theusands of sheets of stamps, Had the Gevernment

made this private plate an offiecial ene, all of the thousands

of privately printed sheets would have become CGovernment ebliga=
tiens, We knew they did net make this 907 plate officiel snd it
would have been an insane thing te de had they dene se, If they
did net de =me in the case of the 90¢, er of the ether private
plates (17 - 37 - 57 « 12¢) then why in the devil sheuld we be-
lieve they did it in the case of the 1l0¢ Type I plate? Dees it
make sense te even censider the 104 Type I as a Premiere eor
privately made plate?

I think you will sgree that there is far less difference
te the eye between the 10¢ Type I and II, snd the twe (Premiere
and regular), 90¢, values, hence it decs not male sense that
they would have used a 10¢ privately made plate for seme of the

_regularly issued stamps, and have refused te have used the 90¢
privately made plate,

I have little doubt that ax soen after &ne centreset was
awvarded, the sample plates and all printings were turned ever te
the Government and the plates were destroyed.

In order te keep their records straight, the N,B.N.Co,.,
mumbered 2ll the plates they had made giving the eight values the
first eight numbers regardless of whether seome were wnsfficial
and eothers offieial, *

The sbeve is the theery on which I am basing my entire
article,

My best regards,
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April 17, 193
Dear Stanley,

Yours of the 14th, Mike VMiller eent the Washington
cover with Wiley postmark aes you suggested. There is evidence
that Wiley also used the same tyre of pmk on or with his Baltimore
stamp (#£6698), This pmk is 1llustration #1 on page 480 of Pats
#30 and probably was an enlargement and imitation of a contempo-
rary pmk of Blood's - illus, i7 Pate #16, page 375.

I ran across an idea that Wiley had been a government car-
rier while his stgmps were in use and investigated far enough to
convince me that his post wae purely a private enterprise -hence
his postmark wae not mentidned in thd carrier chapter of your lc
book,

1881; Luff saw proof blocks of the pPremier typee and either
directly or by inference stated that he obtained his plate numbers
from them, I am sure I have a memo of this somewhere, and am satis-
fied the Type I 10c was No, 4. If, as you believe, a considerable
printing of the 10c Type I was made when the printing for the sample
sets occurded, then it would seem reasonable to me that similar
printinge of the 24c and 3Cc would also have been made. Apparently
the latter two values were not so printed, and this is one reason
why I incline to the belief that t%e issued }0c Type I stampe came
from a later printing, If No. 4 plate was accepted and became a
government plate it is ezsier for me to believe that it was used
around September 1st - by accident or intent - than if it had not
become a govemnment plate, Of course I admit the contractors may
have had plenty of the green ink and only emall quantities of that
used for the 3¢, 34c and 30c samples, not to mention the 5c.

34c August New London Aug 30 and Boston Aug 23, both arri-
ving London Sept 5, 1861; I wae first advised of these two covers
more than e year a§o and find the memo then made agrees exactly
with the data obtained recently, An effort will be made to locate
them,

Cark-Luff 1861; if XX I thought Clark had any real ammuni-
tion that would blow up your article I would advise you to wait and
let him shoot first, But I don't believe Clark has any more now
than Luff 4id when his book was written, except what you and I and
others have published. If he had convincing proof that you were
wrong why should he think of presenting "both esides of the Queetion"?
The fact that he has such an idea in mind sx satisfies me that he
has no real proof the Luff story is correct.



#3 Stanley Ashbrook 4/17-'32

BOX 333

SINCE 1915

When the section of the "August 1861 Delusion" that was
printed on page 1112 of Pats #37 was written I knew it wae not
necesegarily 100% correct but for my purposes it made 1ittle
difference whether the NBN Co. Prepared all eight sample plates
in advance or only had five finished and part of the sizth (No.4),
Sticking my neck out that way doesn't worry me a bit and if Clark
wante to attack whatever inaccurracy rmay be proven to contain , let
him, If the article 48 a whole is 95% correct it will be far
nearer the Bruth than Luff's wes.

So far a8 I know all the Scott outfit ever did was to stand
pat on the Luff etory and ignore the very serious Guestions that
arose regarding ites reliability during the past 40 years, If they
ever went further than Luff's attempt to find the truth it would
be news to me. The reliable evidence ae to what actually happen-
ed in 1861 has been found and published by othere, with no assis-
tance or even encourageient from the Scott concern, in my opinion,

If they have had evidence which contradicted the Luff
story it is rather late in the day for them to spring it now, Don't
worry about that Stan, they haven't got any.

What I am cagey about ie accepting a working hypothesis or
theory just because it seems to agree with the facts, It can do
that and etill be wrong. But it is more likely to be correct than
any theory with which the factes do not agree. My own theories are
just as likely to be wrong as are the other fellows - even when they
seem to be correct,

Your assumption that the NBN Co had five sample plates com-
pleted BEFORE the contract was awarded and that the 24c and 30c
Plates were made afterward, in my opinion, fite the facts better
than does any other. If my suggetion that the 10c No. 4 plate be-
came a goévernment plate because it had not been completed when the
contract mas awarded overcomee th iffi ty i ini
there were two different 10c Platgedhgdécg% gbéﬁteﬁﬁé&égéggdxgg I
am glad %o have helped get around that difficuwlty., Certainly there
wae just as much reason - criginally - to make eight sample plates
as five of them, and that being so, if all eight were not comple-
ted before the contract wae awerded it is not stzange that tThsxkxgez
RIzLexmxaxoRIxxpaxikyxderey one of them was only partly done at
that date, There seems to be no obvious reason why the 90c plate
wa® finished ahead of the 10c, but there may have been reasons un-
known to us. The first 10c plate may have been spoiled in trans-
ferring so that Plate No, 4 was actually the second prlate of Type I.

Who knows? =
Sincerely,

';1{;4,%7/ 67




454 South Grand Ave.,
Fort Thomas, Ly,
April 25, 1939,

¥r, Elliott Perry,
Box 333,
Westfisld, NeJe

Doar Elliott:

Yours of the 17th received, Re -« the 107 1861 Types
1 and II, Here are a few thoughts I have jotted down: [A)
The Type 1 is %enerally found in a rich dark green and on a
thin paper, Of course this is the color known as the "August
gshade”s I do not think this is exactly the same paper which
Luff describes as opaque < very thin and "brittle", I dontt
recall ever seeing a Type I on a paper I would call "brittle",
Have you? And further I do not recall ever seeing the Type I
on the "thickor paper" of the September stamps, for example, the
paper we find used in 0ct., Nov., and Decs of i881.

We know the "Buff" was @'weyy early sahde ~ A copy used
~ Aug, 19th, 1861, The Buffs or rather a c¢ertain shade of the Buffs
ot come on & thin paper, and it is this paper which is exactly the
-t ~ same as the Type 1 e%amps. . The pinks I have noted used in Aug.
1861 are not all Plgeon Blodds in fact, some are just Rosy Pinks
o but I think these eariiest of Pinks and Roses found on covers used
in Aug, 1861 are generally on the thin paper,

My guess would be that the first 10¢ stamps printed were
,Type I and in that dark shade and on the thin paper, Perhaps the
‘majority (?) of these early printings were sent to California
4 . because we find quite a mmber of Type I from out there, Perhaps
s, W this is the reason vwe do not find any early dates of use on the
; Type I, Perhaps & big batch of the first printings (Type I) were
dimmedlately sent to California -« supposé we say, shipped via
Paname on Auge 21st, 1861 (sallings were then lst - 1llth and 21st),
Count at least 25 days and we find them in 8,F, on Sep, 15th,
Porhaps S,F. still had a liberal supply of the 10¢ 1857 so the
" ghipment (of 10¢) was not 1lssued to the publie before Qstober,

Afger the Type II plate was made 1t was immediately put
~ to press and the first runs used up the "August shade" of ink
they had used on the Type 1 plate, Here I believe are a ssquence
y of events which could have happeneds A recent letter from Hugh
! stated he wanted to talk to me before he started work on the
. - 1959 U, S, Catalogue.

I think I may be able to influence him to delist the 24¢ =
30¢ and 90¢, Imperforates of 1860 and the "Premieres”", Hugh never
has before ghis time been in a position suech as he is now when he
could do this, I stated I may be able to get him to do this, but
perhaps I chould state I hope to be able to persuade him to do
thise, Before I have a talk with him I want the three of us (Perry,
Chase and Aghbrook) to be in complete accord on these subjects.
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Luff was a very peculiar man and if he ever admitted
he was wrong on any point I am not aware of a partieular case,

Chase recently sent me sdme letters he received years
Agos They were quite haughty and were to the effect « "ho
are you to question any statement made by Luff"?

Had Luff been of & broad mind he would have welcomed
the truth no matter if the truth made statements he made 40 years
8go look ridiculous, The trouble has been that everybody put
Luff upon a pedestal and worshiped him, Dam lot of foolishness,
is my opinion, ' I never looked upon him as a God, and I certainly
think he had his nerve to put into his book the rank fairy tale
of the "Premieres",

T think we now have a story which is puneture proof,
Never before could we answer some questions satisfactorsilive.
Wow we can and we can give 2 plausible answer to every question S
propounded about the Premleres, With this ammnition in our
hands, and all three of us in accord, we certalnly should be able
to delist the Premieres from the Catalogues and albums, and when
they slid out, they should take with them the 1860 Imperforates,
the 3¢ 1861 Searlet and others, I am going to bring some stiff
pressure to bear because I want to see the catalogue right, and
I know you are 100% with me in this desire. :

I have an ideagbhat when the "delisting” occurs some in-
teresting facts will edme to light, mark what I state,

Best regards.

Yours etc.,
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April 10, 1939

Dear Stanley,

John and I have been discugsing your letter and I
would like to offer the following suggestion:

Suppoee you divide the first 18 plates of 1861 into three
groups instead of two,

First, sample Plates, viz; lc,3c,5¢,13,2,90¢ (N.B.N, Co.)
Govermment Plates
Second group, viz; 10c Type I, 34c, 30c

Third group, viz; lc (Nos. 9,10), 3¢ (Noe. 11/14), 10c II
(No, 15), 12 (No. 16), and finally the least used plates, viz;
5¢ (No.17) and 90¢ (No. 18).

Numbers 1 to 8 having been assigned to the first eight
plates, the three plates of the second grouw completed that set,
and therefore were given the numbers previously assigned. The
samples for forelign P.O.s were pPrinted as soon as that set of
ei%ht plates was completed, or original samplee £rom the first
set of five plates were used and sets completed by pPrinte from
the Bhree plates of the second grow.

10c plate No., & may have been partially entered at the
¥ date the contract became effective. &m% and entering couwld
have been completed and the plate finished under the contract,
thues making it acceptable as a government plate. It was finished
in order to complete the first eight plates so complete sets of
samples could be printed. This does not mean that the design wase
100% acceptable - merely acceptable enough until the plate of
Type II (No., 15) was ready.

Later use of Plate No. 4 for postage stampe may have been
intentionsl. or by error.

We know the new stamps were expected to be ready by August
18t and were not issued to post offices until the 168th. The time
element therefore was of importance and may account faor doing this
or that which wasn't exactly what would have been done if the
time had not been short, The weak point in your theory seemes to
us to be making 1two different plates of 10c at the same time,
Perhgpe the above will strengthen that place in your argument,

Sinoerel%é ; Cjiﬁg?/f
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Agsumed Facts

(1) - Only five sample plates were msde before the 1861 contract
wa.8 awarded, viz; "August" types of the lc, 3¢c,5¢,130,90c,

(3) - After the 1861 contract was awarded a set of plates -
probablysthirteen inall - was made from which to print postage
stamps for regular issue, viz; one each of 5c,34c, 30c and 9Cc;
four of 3c; two of lc and 10c, one 10c plate being Type I and the
other Type II,

(3) - Sample sets were made up to send to foreign governments,
which sets consisted of (a) the 1o, 3c,5¢,180,90c from the first
plates, or (b) were made up after the second set of plates was
made and consisted of the five valuee from the first set of plates
Elus Ege 34c and 30c from the second set of platee, and Type I of

he 10,

(4) - The second set of plates contained two plates of 10c - one
of Type I and the other of Type II., The Type I plate (No.4) wae
not made for sample use but both thie plate and the lype II plate
(No,15) were intended to be used and were used for issued stamps,

(5) - The first set of plates wss numobered 1 for the lc, 3 for
the 30, 3 for the 5c, 5 for the 12c and 8 for the 90c when those
plates were made, or after the second set of plates was made all
eighteen plates were numbered as followe;

No, 1 - First lc
No. 3 - "™ 13 (Are not these seven statements
No, 3 - # be
No, 4 - Type I, 10c a fair pPresentation of what
No. 5 - First 13¢c
No. 6 - Only 234c happened and what you can
NO. 7 _— " 3%
No, 8 - First 90c prove?) g2
E.P, 4‘/9"£
No., 9 - Second 1lc
N0.10 - " lc
¥e/ll ~ L 3c
No.l23 - r 3c
No.,1l3 - N 3c
No.l4 - " 3c
No.15 - Type II, 10c
No.l6 - Second 13c

No.17 - n 5¢
No,.18 = .y 90c

(8) - This numbering of the eighteen plates had no comnection
with the sejuence in which they (individuzlly) were made or the
purpose for which they were intended. If there jad been a reason
to number them all in two seQuences by values the second 5¢ would
have been numbered 15, Type ID of the 1C0c would have been nupbered
16, and the second 12¢ plate would have been numbered 17,

(7) - The Poet Office Department used only stamps from platee
made under its own supervision and printed under ita supervision;
hence Plate No, 4 of the 1% was used intentionally and not by
error in printing postage stamps.
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434 South Grand Ave.,
Fort Thomas, Ky,

: Aprid 12, 1939,

Mo 01"‘.
The Seott Puctlieatioms, Ime.,
2 W, 47th St., >
llew Ym‘ NeYo

Dear Hugh:
I enelose herewith a copy of a letter I have today
tten Chase, No doubt the subject
Wmtomudu’ care ©
. suggestions, I will be pleased to reeeive thenm,
One of the boys wrote me you had returned to New York

rmcdum I trust you had a v pleasant trip and
that you are in the best of health. i

With best wishes,
Cordially yours,




434 Semth Gnud. Ave,,
‘Fort Thomas, Ky.

: . e April 11, 1939,
il ‘-m. Garroll Chase :
' : 4} rue cmﬁon

% The cma. Bank, 75 : i . s
Plriﬂ. m. ; : b )

lg* aur i)om '-\ 2 :

, I t.hw\ght *you ﬁlght bo uterostod in son. new dis- _
~.U¢voﬂu I have recently made on the so-salled "Aupusts’ of

: ﬁas‘i“» ‘Bg yom well know, one stumblimg bloek which hes vsen

in the way of # plausible. ﬁolutiom of the mystery created by
" th& Lsm’.:t raim ttln af the "‘P:mmior&s", has bcm the 10¢ 1

S Hem we had an August 10Z, & 'l‘y'pc I ianuod a8 &
regu);ar stamp, I have walways Delieved tbat to get &t tha

| “truth of this Luff mystery, we had to Tirst discard antiraly'

e by wfs,

, ’the wnole Tmff tale, In other words, one who had never read -
‘& word of what Luff wrm, gould maLe ‘& better solution than
one whose zqi:nd ‘was. a1l cemfused by tm :!.maghury tale recited

% i douﬁot if you have ovcr seoa 2 aom of He c:ontraet made

n*gj;vith the National Bank Note Co. in 1861, Am I Tight? I believe
AL you hndmver fead tnis, ‘thet you would have found in this

50 '_»etmtrnct; tha answer to many m‘oblemﬂ whs,ch coqrro*xtod us years
5 '_‘89‘ S g ¢ 5

. e kaow that tho Gavoment udvcrtised for bids ia
£ mrch 1861 e have esoples of this advertisement and know the
- terms sot forth, We have facts ‘to prove that the WiB.N.Co, Was

. determined to obtain this contract and had seeretly cbtsined a-

new perforating meehine, . You will recall that thﬁ’.s fact was

evidently wnkvowa 0 T.C. % Coey and firm'in their believe no .

. other Tirm could furnlsh perforatod stemps but. themelves, had
uttli rehz' thoy ‘would aot obtain the new contraet, . :

s A I rbqucsting bid.: the P OuDy specified thak “sa.mles
f wqu st be submitted ﬂith the ‘o‘lds. ind further the P,0.Ds
8 ied the new deaigns must contain the values in me*als ,

< e knov the kind of "samples’, T.C. & Co, submitted. They were
6 Bit m-oofs of tho 385‘7~60 stamps with wemerals inserted.,

‘e also knova wmt kix of "ﬂmplss of work" the Natieml
‘.B.H. CQ. ‘submitted with theiy M&e | They wepe Linished "awmples”
in shests, om a fine thin paper (yfm recall how Luff deseribed

. tuls thin Opaque paper) the cmea‘bs gummed end porforsted. I

might 2dd the paper, which Luff intimated was hardly sultable for
ﬂgulaz' atupa, was csp.ainl]iay sdepted to prool printings.

Y you uul st e with me fully that & Tary si_mplt
--amer f“ﬁ‘iﬂtlt proves to bie the eemct sclution to a preblu »
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vhioh at rirﬂt nppumd to bo vm tmpmatod.

e llhon wc solw s difﬁmlt pr*oblam #nd find tho 8
corﬂet angver was oxt:!mly simple, we gensrally wondew
thy we aidl't think of tho ‘simple answer ‘boforn. ' bty

| In nroi‘ully mding the 1361 wntmat, I disooma*od
~ the ‘simple amswer %o the wystory of the "Premieres" whieh
was fabricated by Luff, Others have resad this contract and a0
-~ doubt studied 1%, bubt tnoy failed to realize the luportance’
of certain yvery strmt provs.aiou in thils doemen’c.  Thess
_ provisions related to "Government supervision” in the custody
of the dies and plates snd Ia the printing, guwswing and
" perforating, Haro lios thc ‘wery simple eolution as I wiil cx-:w :
pltin. ;

| I mlxins "stmp1~s of wark“ £o b submieted with thair.””,
bid the HiE.N.Co, made new dies, tpensfer rolls, and plates

 for carbain values, All of this work was at thelr own expense,

henec, the ssmple dias, ?01ls, sad plates wewve thelr own rrivate ' N

¢ . property. . You rmst reuember these vore made b‘foro the oont.uct
. was aw&rdod . : 4 .

ﬂ”ter ‘the aont”tct was awarded Governmont inspcctors
Cwére plaved in the plaxt of the Natlounl Bank Note Co,, snd
undep thelr supsrv:taim, the ehangas in the. slmple Disg were
“‘“‘n new transfer volls and pletes were made and from thess
the "regular atmaps’ werd issusd, Hereim we have thp ANSWOT a8
40 wnieh p11+¢s were "sampla platea“ and anich werc offiaial :
platos" 5 . :

e xr ow na "Pl'sm:l.eros" were 1ssued ot the fol’ owing valuuz

1¢4- 3¢ - b¢ 2y 1ﬂd 9o¢,

A hoﬁno %.’nero rowm littla gusstion but what thcae lﬁmls tum

frou the | unoffi.e}.ul" {made privetely) or "snmyln "31‘1‘503 0f the
rwainmg values af thc sat, ‘W& have the = ol o e

oo - |

10¢ Type I, khe B4g aud 304,

. Tnasmuch 8s "rezulsr stasps” vert all ldsued from uhese &
three platos, it 18 cuits svident thece three plates were "offieial”
‘and were surely made undsr Govermment superwision, that 1s, af'bnr
the contract had beon :mgrd&d and a.ctual mmfacturo or m:gu B
stnmps had been stwtod. ‘ \ Bk

‘ Here is poaitivoly tne true story of tiis orcat mvstﬁfx
end I have fmpublished faets to prove thls tssortion- rat v
fortunately I have not bsen sble to publish them becsuse the
svidence wes given me in con_fiﬂance and. I am bound not to divulgo
1h to anyono. :

. Several studcnts ki sheu-ahcd in vain at Mshins*m f°’
rgeords of the "Premlere plates!, Why should any evidencs be
“found’ gherﬂ !‘hé ahmple plates ware tm prs.vata px‘o;)arty m thﬂ
uﬂB.H. OQ $ v ; y
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Students of this great mystery have beem confused by eertain
statements in the Luff tale, For example, the plate mumbers,
Anyone reading the Luff tale would surmise that because certain
plates were numbered from 1 to 8, that the plates were made in

- this order, We haven't a serap of evidenece to prove that they

were, though this mumbering evidently eonfused Luff, Just
besause the 907 "sample plate” was given the mumber "8", is mo
proof whatsoever that it was made at the same time or even
subsequently to the "0ffieisl plates”, numbers 6 and 7, It was
imnaterial to the Govermment how the N,B,W,Co, numbered theiw

plates, After all the mmbers were pudely for their pem records,

- Whea theysubmitted their ssmples with their bids, the
following plates had not been mades:

Pldate /4 - the 10¢ Type I
Plate #6 - " 244
Plate 47 - " 30¢,

To add to the eonfusion of thie mystery, eolors and

 papers were added to design diffevenses, In the forepars

of this letter, I made mentiom of the "Premiere paper', described
by Luff as "thim, hard and extremely brittle", In other words

a fine grade for sample purposes but hardly adapted to the re-
quirements of stamps to be issued to the publie,

Regarding ecolors, What about the "Violet" of the % ¢
(umused) and the "Red~orange” of the 30¢, The answer is very

- simple, It 1s "ecolor trials’, When sets of the whole issue were

made up and sent to Europe prior to August 16th, 1861, labels from
the "sample sheets" were imeluded together with color trials of
the offieial 10¢ Type I, the 247 im a very dark "Viclet', snd the
30¢ Red=orange, - ;

For example, let us eonsider copies of the 24¢ in unused
eondition, whieh we know came from these special sets, ~This eolor
i In & very dark "Violet", It wss a special printing, or
literally & "trial eolor". No 24¢ stamps were issued to the
publie in this partieular cecolor so far as is known, The reason

48 perhaps regullarly issued 24¢ stamps eame from offieial printings

and were from an entirely different bateh of ink than the 24¢ eolor
trials, The 30¢ red-orange is in the same elass and I see 10
reason to get exeited sbout these twe unused eolors valuss whieh
were never issued, They sre in exactly the same class as the

3¢ 1861 Sgarletts ete,

- Regarding Govermment supervision, Suppose for example,
the Government would have permitted the N,B.N, Co., to use their
4pr1vatdlﬁ_§ado'90¢ Premiere plate, and suppose for exemple, the
Company had previously made several of these plates and printed
thousands and thousends of sheets of stamps, Had the Government
made this private plate an offieial one, all of the thousands
of privately printed sheets would have beeome (Govermment obliga-

‘tions, We know they did not make this 90¢ plate offieiaml and it
~would have been an insane thing to do had they done so, If they

did not do so in the ease of the 90Z, or of the other private
plates (;¢»- 3¢ = 5¢ = 12¢) then why in the devil should we be-
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1ieva they did it in the ease of the 10¢ Type I plato? Docs it
make sense to oven consider the 107 Type I as a Premiere or
privately made plate?

S - think ‘you will agree that there is far less difference
to the eye between the 10¢ Type I and II, and the two (Premiere
and regular), 90¢, values, henee it does not make sense that
they would have used a 10¢ privately made plate ror some of the
regularly issued stamps, and have refused to have used the 907 .
privatoxy mndo plato.

Agn.in regarding the numbering of the plates. in order %o
keep their reecords straight, the N.B.,Ns Co., numbered all the
plates they had made, giving the eight values the first eight
mumbers, and this rogardlenl of the fact some were privately made,
Sample plates and others were offieial plates made umler Govern-
ment supervision, 2

I doubt 1f you roooivo oopien of Perry's publlcnticn
"Pat Paragraphs", Sometime ago Elliott offered prizes for the

~ eorrect answers to mumerous queries he prapuunded. As I reeall, '

one was, What was the first U, 5, Error", His answer was the io¢
1861, Type I. In other words, this was a Premiere or sample
plate and stemps from it, should not have been issued, btut in some
mysterious manner, right under the eyes of Govornmont inspectors,
this sample plate got mixed up with the regular ones and printings
made from 1t and the stamps (Type I) were regularly issued, Of
course we ean easily pisture how this happened, Sample plates
and offieial plates were all 1ying around together, so At was
naturally quite easy to piesk up an unoffieial plate and slap it into
the press, Had he read the 1861 eontraect and all of its stringent
:2nd1tionn, I doubt 1f he 'ould have publinhod such an hallucina-
oNng - "

I have heoprd it stated that the sample plntas were nctually
in existence at a period subsequent to 1890, I have also baan

. told that aetual faets regarding the full histeory of the "sauplesi!

were in the possession of ecertain paopln, but that thn facts had

been suppressed,

In no mahner was it indisated that alvher Luff or Mugh.

Clark had these faects,

I have boen told that one of the original blanks on whi.h
were mounted the "sasples” whieh were sent to Europe :
existence, I have been trying to borrow this to pho‘;ogrlph but
have been unable to get hold of it, Naturally if it is in the
hands of someone who has some prejudiee in the subjeet, I would be
the last one who would be allowed to see 1it, bedause I am given
crodit for an attenpt to destroy the value or these raro staups”,

In some quartor- I have heard Clark scverety eriticised
for eontimuing the listing in the eatalogue of these sauple labels.
I have gone on the the that inasmueh as it took no proof other
than Luff's imeginary tale to get them listed, that it should not
require dosumentary proof to delist them, Perscnally I think .
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Clark should drop them until it eould be proved that they were
aetually postage stamps, whieh of eourse will never be peossible,
© This should be done regardless or values, whieh have been placed
upon them in the past,

I think Hugh has tried to be very falr and I think he
made a fine step in the right direstion when he dropped the
khsading; “Ftrat Isgue" and headed these sample labels as, "The
First Design", with the year 1861. He does not state in the
ecatalogue these "First Dedigns" were sver issued, Following the
listing 1s the heading "Regular Issue", and the notation, "Dee
ligns modified (exeept 24¢ and 30#)." :

Suroly anyone with any brains coula Tigure out that the
. eatalogue meang that the only'stlmpu regularty tosuwed in 1861
. were those listed wundor "Negular Isewe", I fail to see where
Hugh ean be acecused of trying to minlead the uninformed that
nambers 55 « 56 « 87 « 59 - 61 «62 and 62 A were ever issued as
U, 8, postage stamps,

« 4 have no idea how he intends to handle thin subjeet in
the new Imff booke I think I reesll that at one %ime he told me
he thought he would present both sides of the story, 1 cannot
help but believe this would be ill-advised, I think if Mr, Luff
made a mistake in supposing these lhbels were ever actually
issued, that the error was made in perfect geod feith, but even
80, a story whieh is not true, ome which has no faets to support
1t, should not be porpetuntad ‘to confuse the future colleetor,

. ¥ think Hugh has a high regard for the fine work you have
u'oamplzlhod and I think he is not unmindful of what modest eon=-
tributions 1 have made to the cause, With this in mind, I think
he would not be adverse to giving eondideration to the results
of our joint opinions on the subjeet of the "Premieres”, I doubt
if he would pay much attention to anything Perry would suggest
though I am quite sure he is well aware that Elliott has done
some fine research work on the 1861 Isswe, This ig not en
opinion but a faet, However the matter of giving credit is en-
tirely outeide of the whole question, I am quite sure you wish
for no eredit for your pioneer work on the 1861 Issue, I am sure
I wish none for my discoveries, I think what we both.would like

| " to see would be a eorreet eatalogue listing of the issue, and a

- D

- &

renumbering of the entire series, as for example #55 to 62 A%
should be entirely deleted, Where Hugh choses to put the setual
samples ig entirely immaterial to me, 80 long as they are not
ineluded among stamps which were "regularly issued for postal
-ergino' by our Governmente Nothing eould be more fair and aebove
~_beard, . _ S

#66 should be delstéd, The 107 should be listed as Type
I and Type II, The first 24¢ should be the 24¢ Violet, with a
separate and distinet listing of the Steel Blue., These two eolors
. were unguestionably the first ecolors, Foll should be the
24¢ Red Lilae, The #74 - 3¢ Searlet should be eleted, These
.. are the major changes I would suggest with minor ones later, if
: Hugh vonld like to have thom for considnrtzlon.
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It seems hardly fair to give separate listings to the
~ 3¢ Rose and Pink and to deny & major listing to sueh an
outstanding stamp as the 24¢ Steel Blue, Surely the difference
between a fose and & Pink is not as great as between a Steel
Blue and other 24¢ eolors. :
In the past Jear 1 have prepared several artieles on the
"promieres” and the "24¢ « 307 and 907 Imperfs of 1860", but I
nave not published these because I had no wish to drag out
4n publie print what I eonsidered were errors in the eatalogue,
Surely if Hugh eannot see the justice of our claims, we eannot
foree him by artieles in the philatelie press to change his
course, : iy

This is quite & lengthy lotter, but I have gomne into mmueh
detail with the idea in that if perhaps we ean make & jolnt
: appeal to Hugh, we can get soume place. ‘

‘ _ On seeond thought, I am going to send him a eopy of this
letter, and in replying, i trust 1 may have your permission %o
send him your let“ter.; e ‘

My best rega!;dl .

As ever,
Yours,



434 South Grand Ave,,
Fort Thomas, Ky.

Mareh 29, 1939,

Mr. Philip Ward, Jr.,
1616 Walnut S%.,
Philadelphia, Pa,

My dear Phil:

Your letter of the 24th received,and I return here-
‘with Dr, Fernald's letter, It would appear that the source
of the cover 1s perfectly O0,X, and there seems to be a
possibility that this cover might have contained some staups
which had been "experimentally grilled" and issued months
before the date of Steele's patent,

No doubt you have read the recent publicity given the
"Chicago Perfs", I suggest you read Chase's comments on
these and then read my remarks in Volume 2, I suppose it
.never occurred to Doc that it would have been impossible for
the P,M, at Chicago to have had some of his stock of 1/ and
3¢ 1851, imperforates "perforated” in 1856, It is impossible
to believe that any firm in the country aside from Toppan
Carpenter & Co.,had a machine capable of perforating sheets of
stamps in the Spring of 18856,

I firmly believe that the "Chicago's" are not unofficial

Perfs, but are in fact, stamps from "experimental sheets" which

were unquestionably perforated in the plant of Toppan Carpenter
& Co, in Philadelphia in the early part of 1856, Some of these
experimental sheets were sent to the P.0.D. as samples and
were issued as Trials to the Chicago ofrice and no doubt %o
other of fices thruout the country,

Perhaps there is a similarity between these official
experimental perfs and a possible expecrimental Grill, Per-
haps all the "Z" Grills were originally from expsrimental
sheets made in the fall (?) of 1866, and later regularly
issued”,

Pernaps the catalogue should list the Perf 123 - 127 and

13, and give the date as prior to the regular 15, that 1is,

Regarding the "Augusts", When I refer to the "Premieres"

‘I refer to the "sample labels" and these include the following
values:

The One Cent #55
The Three Cent #56
The Five Cent #57
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The Twelve Cent #59
The Ninety Cent #62.

These were the plates which were not made under
Government supervision, hence no stamps were issued from these

plates.

Regarding the 10 Cent #58, 24 Cent #60, and 30 Cent
#61, These plates were maile after the contract was awarded
to the National Bank Note Co., hence under Government supervi
sion and stamps from these plates were regularly issued, but
in the case of the 24¢ and 30¢ not in The aec rial"
colors listed as #60 and #61,

To roreign countriec with whome we had postal conventions
or postal "arrangements”, aets of the new stamps were made up
_and forwarded to show the "new designs and colors”" we were
adopting, We have evidence which shows that all these "sets"
were not exactly alike but in most cases the seta included the
following:

1/ #55 Sample Plate
3¢ 58 *© =
S¢ #o57 " "

107 #58 Regular 1ate. Txpo b
12¢ #59 Sample Ffate
24¢ #60 Regular plate

A ﬁ%{ al SOIor

907 #62 Jample plate.

- There exists, of courseée, no question but what the 10¢
Type I, Scott's design A 27 A was regularly issued, and there is
also no proof whatsoever that either the 24¢ or 30¢ Trial ecolors
(knawn only unused) were gver regularly issued” in These "trial
colors",

Reg arding the 24¢ “v1olets“, we have two distinet
colora, (a) the "Trial colors”, which are the so-called
"Premiores” and of which no used copies are known to exist, (just
the same as no known coples exist the e ange), and
(b) the regularly issued 24¢ Violets of ch plenty of used
examples exist,. '

In order to get a proper picture of what aectually
happened, one must entirely disregard the Luff story, which was

'purely imaginary.

- If we had gemuinely used copies of any of the "sample
labels", then it would be possible to believe that some of them
might have gotten mixed up with the regular stock and have been
issued to Post Offices, But even with the common 3¢ value, such
an error did not oceur, If you will read the contracts of that
period, you will realize how carefully they were drawn up re=-
garding Government supervision, in the manufacture of our stamps,

In any consideration of this subject whethey you believe
the Luff tale or not, you must recognize that the key to the whole
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story is that of "Government supervision in manufacture”, I
suggest you read page 48 Volume One of my One Cent book. This

is the Toppan Contract of 1851 and the one with the N,B,H.Co,
was much more stringent.

Someday, mark what I tell you, you will comsider Luff's
fairy tale the 51330“ philatelic joke you had ever read,

My best regards.
Cordially,
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Page 2 Stanley B. Ashbrook January 92, 1939

I have the whole thing worked out on the Cabeen dies, mounted in
miniature albums, which one can carry in a side coat pocket for
reference, these are classified according to Tracey's article.

I let John Klemann use the same for a couple of years.

For some time certain New York auctions described their 12 cent
by the plating. While I was working with the 12 cent it was as-
tODlSh1h7 how quickly one could recognize.the positions. Enough
for the 12 cent.

In re the 1847 handbook I have the 10 cent 1847 written up by
Perry, and have about ten duplicates of the 10 cent, in faet, I
have only sold one, would be glad to lend it to you at any time
that yon care to mnse it, in fact, T regret that the more abundant
life has me down so that I can not fill the sheet, otherwise, T
wonld buv 10 cents and let yvou use it as a reference collection.

As to the 5 cent T probably have left shont 100 copies. I let a
dealer take it for sale without pricing, when T discovered he was
Junking it T picked it up; hnwever he sold a block of 4, a strip
of %’nnmPFHT oance11at1ons and the big shift of exter*or lines (T
have an enlarged photo of this somewhere), However, there are
over 100 stamps left.

I was not as big a fool as the above wonld indicate because I let
the same dealer buy for me without specific instructions, and his
work was safisfactory, but he certainly cave me the bum'e rush
when it came to selling.

If, by any chance, you are coming to Chicago, let me know as soon
as possible as over half of my time is dated a month in advance

Yours very truly,
Z 2 '

PM:fm
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" March 9, 1939,
Mr. PAul Maaeuftin,

503 Ne Wilwaukee Ava.
: Libortyvillo, Ills.A

i uy dear ﬂas:av

b § find I falled to acknowledge roeoipt of your letter
of January 9th., It was kind of you to offer to loan me your
107 1847 collection and sometime in the future when T have
more time, I may'evall myself of your offer., I would like
to have good clear pheto: of all tho 200 positions on the” plate.

Mention of the 1847'3 reminds we of tho photos you
had seyeral years ago of soume covers owned Dy & friend of youra
in Cgnada, I would like very much to obtain photosraphs of

5% these items, Is there an{ way you can persuadeée the owner to:

. . lo8n them to mc3 I am collecting material to illustrate in an
1847 hand book whieh.I intend to pnbliih at some future tinea 3

, Regarding thn 127 Plate 3. I am quite sure the photo—
graph you losned me is of the Jeffery's pane, I am sure there
is only oneé in existence, It hardly ssems possible that there

" were two plates like Plate 3 of the 12¢ instead of one, When

“we ‘consider one plate suprlied 2ll the 12¢ stamps from 1851 to
1860 it does riot make sense that they needed two in 1860, I think

they actually made two however and that perhaps some printings
wépe made fron a Plate 2, then something hagpened to it and thsy‘}

h" had to makeé a new one, which they mamber 5

If there were. not three plates made, they would not
have used "3" on @ second plate. MNy guess is that very very few
stamps were sctually issued from Plate 2, If I had the time and

# gould borrow plenty of material and make fine photographs I

could solve the problem I am Surgs P

- Have you made any Hnore plana on the A. P. art1c1e9

There is very little interest at present in plate varieties, I

havc noted ne reaction 1n this direction from uy One Cent book.
With pest regards, | :
60rdialiy.
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BOX 333

SINCE 1915

November 18, 1938
Dear Stanley,

That news! But Chrissie says you will not care to
1ive on Staten Island. I rarely go there and there are some
nice places on the Island, but there are features which you pro-
bably would not like. Ha1f an hour by ferry from the Battery in
New York to St. George and you would still be several miles from
where you wished to live., And I do not think anyone has to tell
a Staten Islander what mosquitos gre. Tegterly winds blow directly
from favorite breeding plsces in New Jersey to Stagten Island,

10c 1857 I block. I do not know of a good block of four
that can be bought for #3200 and think #300 reasonable for so fine

s block of eix, But I have made no resbriction on whet you should
sell it for or what you should charge me for the service, and wha, t-
ever trade you will meke Will be accepted. What does rile me &

bit is %o have folks kick at my prices and after I meet their
wighes, to go around bragging of what a bargain they got. When I

buy enything I like to get %ood value for my money and wWhen I sell
snything I like to feel tha® the other fellow is getting good value
for his money.

Doc Hennan is just back from Rio de Janeiro with the U.S.
exhibits and thie has besn & heavy week for me, oI I woulld h ave
written you about S.I, sconer.

Sincerely,

hE S
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PLATE GLASS COMPANY

GENERAL OFFICES ~ GRANT BUILDING

Ll e PITTSBURGH, PA.
Merch 21, 1939

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook
434 South Grand Avenue
Fort Thomas, Kentucky

Dear }Mr. Ashbrook:

This will acknowledge with many thanks the courtesy
of your letter of March 9 and I appreciate deeply your informa-
tion that our "Crystalex Glass" was used in making up all of
the photographs used in your recently published two volume
book. I appreciate that it would require a great deal of space
to explain in full the results of your experiments with stamp
photography, but I am particularly glad to note that you feel
so positive that the use of Crystalex has improved much of
your work to an appreciable degree.

Were we to recommend a glass for use in connection
with the exhibit of valuable prints, etc., we would prefer to
recommend the use of our Document Glass which is especially
designed to absorb ultra-violet and prevent its penetration
to the paper and other objects displayed below the glass,
rather than the use of Crystalex, which is so very highly trans-
parent. If the object is to protect the prints against deteri-
oration, then certainly Document Glass should be used. On the
other hand, if the purpose is to show the prints in all of their
beauty, then the use of Crystalex certainly should be recommended.

I trust that this answers the question in the second
peragraph of your letter, and of course if it does not I shall
be very glad to hear from you further in comnection therewith.

Very truly yours,
++ Technical Sales Engineer

RAM: EER




September 18, 1939,

Mp. Erik Heyl
338 East Hazeltine Avenue
Kenmore, New York

My dear Mr, Heyl:

Your letter of August 12, 1939, concerning
certain steamships which operated during the middle
of the last century, has been referred to this
office by the Bursau of Marine Inspection and Naviga~
tion, Department of Commerce,

The enclosed sheets contain information re-
lating to these vessels, found in records in the
custody of the Archivist of the Unaited States, It
is regretted that in several cases it has not been
possible to give all the data desired by you, since
that information does not appear in the records,

If we can be of assistance to you in the
future, please do not hesitate to call upon us,

Very truly yours, -

(signed) P, M, Hamer, Chief
Division of Reference



OHIO, Record of the OHLO 1s found in three documents sub-
sequent to March, 1854, A certificate of registration issued at New
York on July 5, 1854, gives the owners as Marshall 0O, Roberts, Moses
Taylor, and Bowes n, McIlvaine, all of New York City, "trustees"., a4 .
certificate of registration issued at New York on August 28, 1854,
gives as owners the names of Hoberts and Mcilvaine, and James Van
Nostrande, "trustees", A contemporary copy of a certificate of regis-
tration i1ssued at New York on December 17, 1855, gives the owner as
the United States Mail Steamship Company, of which Marshall 0, Roberts
was president, and Elwood Fisher and James Van Nostrande, "trustees for
said company", As this last document is only a copy, no mention 1s
made of what ultimately happened to the vessel, nor 1s there any trace
of the vessel in the KHecord Books for the immediately following years,
The vessel 1s described as a steamship with a round stern, & round
tuck, and a fiying serpent head, She had three decks and four masts,
The last document gives the dimensions of the vessel as follows:
length, 246 feet; breadth, 46 feet; depth, 32 feet and 9 inches; ton-
nage, 2432 75/95ths,

NEW YORK., A certificate of registration issued at New York 3
on October 25, 1865, was presumably the last document issued for the
vessel, and this document has not been found; a contemporary entry in
a Record Book of Registers indicates that the vessel was sold on August
13, 1874, in Japan, to a forelign purchaser,

NORTH AMERICA. Apart from the NORTH AMExl1CA owned by the
Vanderbilt line and lost in 1852, there was a ship of this name, home
port Philadelphia, for which there has been found a contemporary copy
of a certificate of registration issued at New York on September 12,
1864, The owners are given as Alexander Heron, of Philadelphila,
President of the Ocean Steam Navigation Company of the same place, and
"different persons stock holders of said company". The vessel was
built at Philadelphia in 1864 by Jolm W, Lyon, master builder, She had
three decks and two masts, Her length was 231 7/10 feet; breadth, 38
feet; depth, =----; and she measured 1651 30/95 tona, The vessel is
described as a steamship with a round stern and a seroll head, The
document contains no indication of what ultimately happened to the
vessel, nor is there further mention of her in the Record Books,

BROTHER JONATHAN, The steamship BROTHER JONATHAN was built
in Wew York Cify Dy Messrs, Perine, Patterson, and Black, master builders,
in the year 1851, The first owner was Edward Mills, of New York City,
The veasel is descrilbed as a steamship with a round stern, round tuck,
and a billet head, She had two decks and two masts, Her length was
220 feet and 11 inches; breadth, 36 feet; depth, 13 feet and 10 inches;
and she measued 1359 52/95tons,

CORTES. The CORTES was built at New York in the year
1852 by Messrs, Westervelt and Mackey, master builders, The vessel
was owned by Charies A, Dgvis, Sidney -=~~-~ (illegible), and
Theodore Dehon, copartners, of New York City., She is described as a
steamship with a round stern, a round tuck, a billet head, two decks,
and two masts, Her length was 220 feet and 6 inches; breadth, 22
feet and 6 inches; depth, 16 feet and 10 inches; and she measured
1117 and 38/95 tonse



-

FORT JACKSON, No trace of the steamship FOHT JACKSON has
been found in the records of the Bureau of Marine Inspection and
Navigation prior to the date of the sale of the vessel by the United
States Navye The first owner mentioned in the records after the sale
was Samuel G, Wheeler, Jr., of New York City, whose title was recorded
on October 11, 1865, This vessel was sold at auction by the Navy de=-
partment on September 27, 1865, to D. B, Allen, apparently acting as
agent, for his name does not appear on the Register, The vessel was
rechristened the NOKTH AMERICA, She is described as a wooden steam=
ship with side wheels, a round stern and round tuck, and no figure "
heads She had thnree decks and three masts, Her length was 252 feet;
breadth, 37 5/30 feet; depth, 27 8/10 feet; and she measured 2085 9/100 ‘
, tons, On January 5, 1866, the owner was given as The United States
‘and Brazil Mail Steam Ship Companye. The last document issued for the
vessel, surrendered at Boston on June il, 1879“ bears the notation;
"Vessel broken up and burned for her old iron," The official number
of the NORTH AMERICA was 18,303; the signal letters were H, P. D. K,

HENRY CHAUNCEY. The steamship HENRY CHAUNCEY was built at
New York in the year 1865 by William H, Webb, master builder, The
vessel was owned by the Pacifiec Mail Steam Ship Company until she was
broken up in 1882, Her last document was surrendered on July 1, 1882,
The HENRY CHAUNCEY has a round stern, a plain head, three decks, and
two masts., Her length was 319 45/100 feet; breadth, 43 feet; depth,
20 8/100 feet; height, 7 3/100 feet. She measured, under tonnage deck,
1614 54/100 tons; between decks above tonnage deck, 754 3/100 tons; in
enclosures on upper deck, 288 10/100 tons; total, 2656 67/160 tons,
The ofgicial number of the vessel was 11,482; the signal letters were
H. K. * F.

LLLAINOILS, The ILLINOIS was built by Smith and Dimon, master
builders, at New York in the year 1851, The owners were §amuel W,
Comstoek, John S, Aspinwall, and William Edgar Howland, all of New Xxork.
The vessel 1s described as a steamship with a round stern, a round t uck,
no figure head, two decks, and three masts, Her length was 266 feet and
6 inches; breadth, 40 feet and 10 inches; depth, 22 feet; and she
measured 2123 65/95 tons, A Record Book states that the vessel was sold
on Jamary 27, 1865, to the United States Quartermaster'!s Department,

JOHN L, STEPHENS, The JOHN L, STEPHENS was built at New

xork in 1852, A register issued at San Francisco on Jamuary 31, 1865,
describes the vessel as a steamship with a round stern, vhree decks,
and two masts, Her length was 274 5/10 feet; breadth, 41 feet; depth,
17 3/10 feet, She measured 1101l 50/100 tons under tonnage deck; 602
27/100 tons between decks above tonnage deck; 291 67/100 tons in en=-
closures on upper deck; a total of 1995 44/100 tons, <~The offieial
nmumber of the vessel was 13,7723 the signal letters were J, Ce Bs W,

QUAKEKR CLTY, The name of the builder of the steamship
QUARER C1ITY would appear on a certificate of enrolment issued at
Philadeiphia on September 11, 1854; but many of the original ships'
documents for Philadelphia for this period have been badly damaged or |
lost, and the document issued for the QUAKEx CITy has not been found,
The necord Books state merely that the vessel was built in Philadelphia |
in 1854 and sold on Janmary 21, 1862, to the United States Navy.

SIERRA NEVADA, The SIERRA NEVADA was built at New York in
the year 1861 by William Coyle, master builder, The names of the first
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owners appearing in the reccrds are Jonathan D, Wilson and Charies
Morgan, of ‘New York, The vessel 1s described as a steamship with a
round stern, a round tuck, & flying esgle head, two decks, and three
masts, Her length was 225 feet and 5 inches; breadth, 34 feet and 2
inches; depth, 17 feet and 1 inech; and she measured 1246 70/95 tons. -
A Record Book states that the vessel was lost on October L7, 1869, at
Point Piedras Blancas, The official number of the vessel was 23,396;
the signal letters were J, C, B. P,

S. S, LENIS, The S. S. LEW1S was built at Philadelphia in s
the year 1851, The name of the builder is not given, The first owners

mentioned are Richard F. Loper, E, Lincoln, and Samuel W, Reynolds, all
of Philadelphia, The vessel is described as a steamship with a square
stern, a billet head, three decks, and three masts, Her length was

216 9/10 feet; breadth, 32 6/10 feet; depth, 16 3/10 feet; and she
measured 1103 77/95 tons,

TENNESSEE, The TENNESSEE was built at New York in the year
1849 by W, H, Webb, The first owner on record is The New York and
Savanneh Steam Navigation Company, of which Samuel L, Mitchell was pres-
ident, The vessel is described as a round-sterned steamship with a
sharp tuck and a billet head, two decks, and three masts, Her iength
was 211 feet and 10 inches; breadth, 35 feet and 8 incnes; depth, 22
feet; and she measured 1275 1/95 tons,

UNITED STATES, A vessel named the UNLTED STATES was built
at Brooklyn in the year 1851-1852 by Thomas Colyer, The first owners
mentioned are Henry W, Johnson (1/2), Walter R. Jones 3/40), Thomas
Colyer (1/8), Adrian B, Holmes (1/10, D. Randolph Martin and James C.
Neilson comprising the firm of Martin and Neilson (1/20), Samel B,
Ashley, James D, Fish, and Uriah Dudly comprising the 1firm of Ashley,
Fish and Co. (1/20), and Joseph Hoxie (1/20), all of New rork, and
Charles C, Berry (1/20), of Brooklyn. The vessel was a steamship with
a round stern, a round tuck, & billet nead, two decks, end three masts,
Her length was 230 feet; breadth, 53 feet and 2 inches; depth, 19 feet
and 8 inches; and she measured 1216 37/95 tons, The vessel was sold to
Spanish purchasers at Havana on October 10, 1855, by John Graham, of
New York, sole owner and master at the time,

UNITED 8TATES, A steamship named the UNLTED STATES was built
in The year 1848 at New York by H. Webb, master builder, The vessel
was first owned by Charles H, Marshall and others, On May 24, 1849, the
vessel was sold to Conrad M, Faber and Theodore Victor, of New rork, and
that same day resold to the Prussian Government, The UNLITED STATES is
described as having a round stern, no galleries, a round tuck, a billet
head, three decks, and three masts, Her length was 244 feet and 7 inches;
breadth, 40 feet; depth, 35 feet and 10 inches; and she measured 1857
52/95 tons,

WINFIELD SCOTT, The Steamship WiNFLELD SCOTT was built at

New York during the latter part of the year 1850 and the first part of

the year 1851 by Westervelt and Mackey, master builders, The owners were
Charles Augustus Davis, Sidney Brooks, and Theodore Dehan, copartners
(23/36), Jacob A, Westervelt (4/3c), Philip Woodhouse (4/36), Williem
Skiddy (4/36), and William Skiddy as trustee for Francis Skiddy (1/36),
all of Ngw York City, The vessel is described as having a round stern
and round tuck, a figure head of the bust of a man, three decks, and three
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masts, Her length was 225 feet; breadth, 34 feet and 8 inches; depth,
» 29 feet and 2 inches; and she measured 1291 56/95 tons, The last

' document of the WINFLELD SCOTT, surrendered at San Francisco on
December 28, 1853, bears the notation: "Vessel total loss", The
vessel was owned at the time by the Pacific Mail Steamship Company;
Lewis F, Blunt was master,

UNCOWAH, No trace of a vessel of this name has been found
among the registers issued at Sen Francisco, 1865-1866,

Apparently all of these vessels were built of wood, Only
vessels in service after July 28, 1866, had official numbers and
offieial signal letters,
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August &1, 1989,

Mr. Erik Heyl,
588 East Hazeltine Ave,,
Kenmore, New Xxork,

5% v i

I refer to your letter, undated, acknowledgment of which was
made by Card Slo on the 18th instant, requesting information
regarding the ownership, build and operation of the steamships
"ATLANTLC", "BALLLC" and "ADriAW.G", and also the Steamer "NEW
YORK" supposed to have been built in 1864,

In reply, I have to inform you that a search of the available
records of this office indicates the following:

That the Steamship "AYLANYIC" was built at New York, N.i,, in
1849-1850 by Jacob Bell, Master Carpenter, for the New York Liver-
pool U, S. Mail Steamship Company and received its first document on
November 15, 18503 that the boat was thereafter sold by J. C. Willet,
Sheriff, to D, B, Fuller on August 17, 1859, and by him transferred ¢
the Nerth Aflantic Steamship Co. on September 20, 1859; that the
North American Lloyds on February 21, 1866, which company transferred
the Vessel-to isaac ‘taylor on February l, 1807, who transferred the
boat to the New xork & Bremen Steamship Company on February 4, 1867,
The last document issued to the vessel on February 4, 1867 was in
the: ownersnip of the New tork & Bremen Steamship Co, ‘This document
was surrendered at this port on May 31, 1879 - vessel broken up,

That the Steamship "BALYLIC" was built at New York, N.t., in 1849-1850
by Jacob Bell, .Master Carpenter, for the New York Liverpool U, S, Mail
Steamship Company and received its first document on November 15, 1850;
that the boat was thereafter sold by J. U, Willet, Sheriff, to D,B.

- Fuller on August 17, 1859, and by him transferred to the North Atlantic
Steamship Co, ‘on September 20, 1859; that the North Atlantic Steamship
Co, transferred the vessel to North American Lloyds on February 21,1866,
which company cvranafeired the vessel to Isaac Taylor on. February 1,1867,
who tvransferred the boat to the New York & Bremen Steamship Company on
February 4, 1867. Tne last document issued to the vessel on February 4,
1867 was in the ownersaip of the New York & Bremen Steamship Co.

That the Steamship "ADRIATIC" was built at New rork, N.¥., in 1856,
was owned by the New York Liverpool U, S, Mail Steamship Company and
received its first document on April 1, 185c; that she was thereafter
sold by J. C. Willet, Sheriff, to Dudley B. Fuller on August 18,1859,
and by bill of sale from Mr, Fuller transferred to the North Atlantic
Steamship Company on September 21, 1859, This is bthe only record we
have on this vessel,

That the Steamship "NEW YOxK" was built in 1864 by I, Simmson, Master
Builder, was owned by Cornelius Vanderbilt and first documented on
Jamary 25, 18653 that she was thereafter sold to the Atlantic Mail
Steamship Company on Juiy 17, 18685, which company transferred the boat
to the Pacific Mail Steamship Company on October 24, 1865, The marine
document was surrendered on August 15, 18674 at Kenagawa, Japan - vessel
transferred foreign.
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This office is unable to Iurnish you any information regerding
the charterers of vessels,

The final disposition of the "ADRiIATIC" and "BALYIC" does not
appear in the records of this office,
Respectfully,

(signed) G.W. O'Eeefle,
Assistant Collector,



434 South Grand Ave,,
; FOEl't Thow ’ x’g

NP Ruy G Fitsgertld, sr.,
‘ Us B. Buildi
Sing Daytcm, Ohio, .

oMy dear e, Fitzgerald-

.« Several months age I was showing Will ALl gome of tre itens

4n my collection, among which was a Baltimore Provisional, which

. I remarked was for sale, and he susgested that you would no
. doubt be interested 1n seeing it, ‘ possibly might be interested
_“fin aequirihg it. :

This. 1ceu is acottls #11, which is unpriced in the eatalogue.

2 ff Thene are only two of these known to exist, the one which I own ks

 who had a magnificent lot of U, S, Provisiona

the one in the Collection of Nr. A. H, Caspary of New York, I
‘might mention thet the world famous ecollector,; the Counkt Ferrar
is, never owned a gil,

My friend, the late Arthur Hind, the owner of the famous British

."Guiana alao nevev owned & #1ll, Prior to the Exhibition in Fow York

L 4N 1956, I-was. nagobiating with Lapham of Boston, thru Kelleher, for -
R S sale o the famous Laphem collection of this item, a copy of
"« which he did not possess, and at that time T had the cover submitted .
“ to the Buxpert Committee of the Amepican Philatelic Society thru

" Stanley Gibboms, Inc, of New York, for a cortification. In -envelope
. "A" nepewith you will find this certification and also a photograph

; Tr °f ;hg cover which I made and which is more distinct than the one
rac‘geonmpanying the oartirieate. ' ' \ . x

‘Regarding bha chtt #11, the Paltimore Provisional envelope, 10¢

fﬂﬁjh&ue on buff, Mre Tuff in his suthorative work on U.‘E;'stanps, PALS;
.19, listed a *10¢ red on white, and a 10# red on buff, bubt he did not

\’5fi;n itens

i 5been disqnvar

. 1ist = 104 piGe on
L. page 18; hﬁ stgtad

: "All the Baltimnre enveloues ave of a high degree of rarity and I
~believe only one s cimen of egch variet of tho ten cents red has

e the revised edition of the Lulf book "Part One - PostmasterS-

o Provisional Stamps" (2937), the #11 - 10¢' blun on buff is listed

i and the statement is mads, "ATT the Baltimore envelopes are of a
high degree of rarity and it is believed only one. or Lo specimﬂns

A each variety of the ten cents have been dis coverad. "

+In this revised edition is an illustrttion ef a 10¢-red on bu?_,
© .Scott's 10 4, but no illusbration is given of either Mr "UEspa yia

‘ _ #11 or of my cover,

I have never seen thﬂ Cmspary cover but I am rellably informed

< L

f', the reason baiﬁg, Eb had never heard of sueh;fg;«~‘

e S Y ¥ x IR ek TN e 5, > RN e e AL N Y ¥



“1}!r; Ray G. Fitzgerald, Sr. - Sept. 29, 1959..

) ‘several who have seen both of thoso raritios that mine 15 :
~much the rinest of the t!op‘ ' , iy

“You will note my cover is n&draasnd to “Thgmns Be Cche {

*Bluff, Cherokee County, Alabave", Cooper was an attornag—

and quite a prominunt politicinn 1n hia day in alnbnma.

Cherokee Gounty is loeated in Northeastern Alabama and Cadar s _«» 
Bluff is a short distanco frcm Gadsen, not & 5reat disbance Tobm - i

s Ohattanooga.

Thnre was quite a 1ot of coveré 1n tha original find of the

: ‘"COoper Correspondence®, but I @id not meke the original discovery,
. bot aequired what I was inrormeé,‘was the major portion of it, . .
Only two. items of resl value were diseoverad 80 far as I an aware,

. the #11, Bgltimore 10¢ Blue on Buff, and a very fine exsmple of the
“#30 A; the 10/ red on buff., In envelope "B", T am-enclosing you &
_phutograph.of this item, I might méntion that ny photographa are

not original size but somawhat larger, i _ | “;l._

; J;,, AL ‘the time the find was made I nad plenty of cash and I acquired
" ‘the whole batch which I was assured was all there was,

This lot included stampless sovers addressed to Cooper, from

' ‘about 1834 up to the period of 1848 to 1850, & stretch of years when hﬁ  ‘

was more sctive than in the years to rollow. Covers with stawps did

' mo% include any 5¢ or 107 1847, but I did aequire quite a lot with
the 3¢ 1851 and 3¢ 1857 and 2 very few with the 1¢ 1851, The corre-

spondence of the latter years ran up to about 1859 or 1860, as I recall,
I am inclined to belleve that I sctually ecquired all of the discovery as

I have never seen any "GCooper" covers in other collections, nor have‘
' any ever been offered to me by dealers thruout the aountry. i

What impresaed.ms greatly at thre tima I made my purcnase was tha AN
fact the twe rare Baltimores were accompanied by corroborating evidence '
of genuiness, = Here was a batch of covers all addressed to the same

man and in the lot of covers vwere the two rare Baltimores., I believed
‘that tiie lot should be kept intact and never brokkn up because herew

wag positise evidenee for future comparison as to the genuineness of
10¢ Baltimore envalopea. ,

.. Cooper evidently had a 1a 24 o¥respondehce in thé léta shirties
and eerly forties, Ho doubt he was past middle age at that bLime and
that the volume of his eorrespondence dwindled in the late forties

‘and fifties which would aceount for the scarcity of covers rith
. stamps of the 1847 - 1851 issues. A

I am enclosing fnr your examlnatlon sama very 1nterest1ng covers
from this findg : & ;

Envelope "C" - Letter fmmed by John C. Galhmm - Dated: Jan.10,1859.

- Envelops "D" « Letter franied by’§§§$§~g£§; - dated Washirgton,
Doc, -7, 1841, = Tuis has the &pprint 0 rownfs Hotel", quite an An-
teresting and. rare markang. | , : S

; |

EBrivelope "E" - An’ early "cuoper cover - Frea - c. E. ngpos M C..‘

‘dated Washington, Jan. 5, 18356"




T

_ ur. Ray 0, Fitsgerald, Sr. - Sept. 20, 1959,

‘Dated Washington Feby 1843

" Envelope "F" - Frees R, Chapman,
W o ey FR iy

" Envelope "G" = Guite a nice item - Prom an Alabama soldier in

‘‘the. Mexican War - to "Major Thoi. B, Cooper" ~ dxi#d-oﬁtgjeth,;184s,'
 with map of the battle of Monbery. Postmark on face, 0Oc 2 e

and "10% e

e _Enveiope,?ﬂ?'- Examples of covers with stampé -_qight'itéms@

'In-1936, béforé tho Tiﬁax show Ifwas approached by'Dan Kallehhr'

: *hO__ inguired if I would ‘eonsider selling my two Baltimores to .
‘i Lapham as Lapham was exhibiting at the H,Y, show and did not own a

0 #11e 3 T gave Dan a thirty day option on the two covers and the other
.., Gooper covers in my collections The price was 7500, . The deal .
“ fell shruy as Laphan so I was inforued had ‘csome sork of a . stroke

' nis exhivit was awarded the Grand Prize,

and was unable to at end the exhibition, As you will no ‘doubt rpcall’

v

At vEpious times since 1936 I 'was in correspondence Wwith Roggio,

& relative of Laphame, and manager of hils real estste and staup

eollection, and I was glven the impression that Lapham wanted uy

'/ Gaoper covers bub would do nothing until he recovered his healths . el
Leat Spring, Reggio dleds I have never made any other atitempt to sell -

thasevintereating'eovera'beGauseyiJhava'alwayé'considﬁrad them ©O

' ‘be an excellent nest egg, I think they are a most interesting 1ittle ...

lot and while I entertain 1ittle thought that you ml ght De interested = g

in scquiping them, still I thought, as Will suggested, that you night

s

- derdve some plessure in looking them over and reading the Yittle

aceount régarding them as outlined above.

. If perehance ySh would like to see the two originels, the #10 A'and--(d'

"I 41, T will be oaly too glad ko pend them Po.yoms

iy fergot to add that wihile the find inelunded & number of folded

' ‘qetters from New York at the time the 5/ ¥ew York Postmasters stamp

. ‘thems They were all handstamped 10" and "Paid".

was current, not a one of the Coo er letters had any 5¢ New Yorks on

1 am}enclosiﬁg;pbstage_fpr £he'return of tha_gnéloéé¢ 1tems. _
. With kindést regards, I an : ‘

Cordially yours,



434 South Grand &ve.,
 Port: moms, KYe

,, Kr. Wm- J’. Aull ‘ &
& e : 48 Gra.fmm Ave..
P iy N T Daybon, Oh:!.o.

W o By e )

el enclosing eopy of letter L have today written to
qﬁl‘& Pitzgerald, I trust you will approve of same, You will
note I mentioned no price other than that the only time I
. had ever offered these 1tems it was to Lapham and the price
e namad was 3'7500. ot :

: I.f you ‘have any conversation with ??r. F, on this subjec’c
you might mention that if he is really interested you feel =

. positive that because of our. friendship you think you could oy
-~ negotiate a sale at & price which would be entirely satisfactory

;\to both of BSe I'll leave th:ls up to yeru.

Do e a Proviaiml from a largo city like Balta.more i ey
; surely more desireble than one ‘from & small burg like Boscawan, -
~ He has no proof his Boscawan is genuine, There is plenby of proof

. the Cooper covers are genuing, They require no A.PeS5, gertls

L fieate, as the ba.lame of- t.he comspendence ir oves the rac‘b.

© .3 Antend to. ge dm to the Bz'ovm sale and I could tharefore
-~ “mse the cash T have tied up in these Baltinores to excellent
, ,;advantaga, so x hope something might resulb bofore t:hat. time, 2

| With Mildredts mother gone, it is quite a ‘problem what to .

' do with Stan Jr, If we run up in the near future, we may have to

. bring bim with us but he will not be any trouble and we can put

" him to sleep early. . We both trust Mrs, Aull 1s all O.K. again
and that you are feel:!.ng mxch- better. o

Our k:!.ndest_regard&o you bothy.
e VA N Gordially,




- 434 South Grand Ave.,
- Fort Thnmas, Kye

Mr. Roy G.‘Fitzgerald,
“'Uys Be Building,
: Dayton, Ohioe

My <oar NMre Fitzgerald:

Yours of the 30th with anclosures recdtved. I em glad that
you derived some pleasure from looking over tha various itams
b sen‘c T OUe ‘ o4 :

Regardlng your mention of the Ralelgh., I thinkiit‘is a weil‘  ;

accepted fact that the Raleigh Provisionals listed by Scots
page 964, numbsrs 115 to 118 C, inclusive are in fact actual
Provisionals and not handatamped "Paids",  These are envelopes

which were in all probability prepared in advanca and sohd overﬁvlf

the counter as “Postage paids" in advance.

If you bid on a "Red on white", Scott's. #115 catalogue @49
and a folded letter sheet was sent you, you did not race&ve
lwhat you bid on but instead simply a “handstamped Paid" nose f

I doubt seriously if the existence of such an item as. yau #
“hold would prove that the accepted Raleighs are not actually
Provisionals, but handstamped Paids. ‘I think there is evidence

‘that the Raleighs are actually Provisionals and origineted in the :

 way as stated above, No doubt the exidence in part, as o ﬁha
alze, pa per, and eolors of the envalopes. ‘ :

: Evidently xour folded letter sheet shows the ‘game markings SRR
the accepted Provisionals, and I must admit it raises qulte & nice
- point, In the case of thia item the writer simply took his folded)
letter to the post office, pald his 5¢, and the letter was hande
stamped "Pald" with the Pravisional marklng and in additiungbost-
marked, Naturally this is just a Confed stampless item, a hand=

- steamped, postmarked Paide t suppose someone had an envelope
uhioh'was identical in gquality, paper, color and size as those
supposed to have been used by Zha Pos%ma

letter enclosed in such an envelope to the pbst of fice, peid his

- Bets, and the postmaster handstamped it in the same manner ag your
foled letter sheet, could any suthority on Confederates distingghsh
between the real Provisional and the handstamped Paid at time of
mailing? I am quite sure I do not know, It is possible the dates
‘of use might have some bearing, hut I doubt if sudh evidence would

carry very much weight, ,
I repeat that I think your cover has raised a nice little

question and I intend to investigate the matter further, In the

meantime I would like to see your cover and also to make a .
photograph of 1%, so I will appreciate the favor if you will

ster, and that he tock aw

 forwerd it to me *with the assurance I will ¥etura 1t by the naii; nud.l. :

g T

-



s

 Mason, This folded letter is dated San Francisco Sep, 30

#2. e i3
Mr, Rby G. Fitzgerald - Oct. 6, 1939,

T mecall that I had three or four Raleighs when I was working
on Bonfeds some twenty years ago and only recently I noted three

very fine examples in the coming Brown sale, _
I note in the Ward sale to be held on Oct, 18th, four examples, .

115, 116, 117, and 118, two of which were originally from the

George Walcott collection, these bear dates of August and November, =

Regarding the letter I sent you describing the Battle of Monterey.
I note you refer to this as the John B, Coffin letter, This letter
is headed, S : ‘ e
"Camargo Mexico

' Oct 8, 1846
Major Cooper : . 1 : :
‘ sDear SIw v ' » e
Mr, Dawgon(?) Drum Major, end Peter Farney, high
Private, to your honorable self greeting, Whereas we have no doubt .
you have heard of the great battls at Monterey on the 2lst, 22nd SeDs
and being = man partienlarly desireus of giving all the information

 in velation to it, we have coneluded (as you were so kind as to

forward us ome papess) etc.?.

On the back is stated "Diract'your letter to the care of Col. ;
Jelus B, Coffee (or Coffin) lst Regte Ala. Vols, Army of Occupation,

Mexico," -

The letter is rather hard to decipher and I thought'perh&ps you
might be interested in the above, l o v

Thanks very rmech for the notes you gave me regarding the two.
congressmen, and this reminds me that perhaps you can give me some

information which you may have handy.

I enclose a photograph of a cover belonging to my frlend‘nérfyyB.'
1849, It
was carried privately to New York and placed in the Post 5ff1ce :

there, The frank was not recognized and it was rated "40¢" due on

delivery, The frenk appears to be "Free - Thos Hinley = M C". .
Celifornia was not & state at this time, hence this member of Congress
was from sone castorn state and at that time must have been in' = -

San Francisco either on official business or private, The frank was
not recognized at the New York Post Office because at that time the
law extended the franking privilege to congressman, only during a
session of congress, also 30 days before and 30 days after.

What I would like to know is what state did Mr, Hinley(?) repre-
sent in Congress, ‘ ‘

I stated above the letter was earried privately from S.F. to Ne¥e
I should have stated, "out of the regnlar mail", The chances are this
is a2 "Dock letter" - written too late to deposit in the S.F, Post
Office but placed on board the reguler mail ship before she sailed,

The regular mail ship departed on Qct, 1, 1849, :

The N.Y. marking in black 840" in cirels is quite rare, as it was
soon superceded by new haendstamps especlally made for the Galifornia
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LAW OFFICES
ROY G. FITZGERALD

THOMAS H. FORD ‘ ROY G. FITZGERALD
WAYNE F. LEE U. B. BUILDING, FLOOR 9 TELEPHONE
JAMES D. HERRMAN DAYTON. OHIO ADAMS 1522

ROY G. FITZGERALD, JR.

September 30, 1939.

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook,
434 S. Grand Ave.,
Fort Thomas, Ky.

Dear Mr. Ashbrook:

I was delighted to receive your registered letter with
a bunch of covers on approval. I shall examine them to-
morrow, especially if this rain keeps up and I have to fore- ¢
go my Sunday tennis.

Of course, possessing a few P.M. provisionals, I'm in-
terested in all. I have a lot of N. Y. on covers, singles,
twos and pairs, one St. Louis 5¢ (all the 5¢, 10¢ and 20¢
of f coverg, one 5¢ Baltimore, and two 5¢ Providence (just
acquired at H. C. Barr auction).

Incidentally at Paul Ashburn's recent auction, I was
awarded about nine lots and among them several Raleigh, N.C.,
P.M. provisional covers. Of these one was described as red
on white, cat. $45., but I am sent a folded letter on blue
lined paper bearing the so-called provisional imprint in
red and the usual Raleigh postmark in blue. I am retaining
it until, if possible, some plausible explanation may be
given. How can such be a P.M. provisional? Does it not
throw suspicion on what has been generally accepted that
there is any real Raleigh P.M. provisional. Apparently the
red imprint is an acknowledgement that the postage was paid
and, like the postmark, affixed after mailing.

I shall write again next week after I've had time to
digest your letter and look over the enclosures.

Cordially yours, ‘

2 PR ) October 2,/4939.

RGF y

I have examined the enclosures with pleasure and find
myself in accord with your deductions and opinions of value,
policy, et cetera Of course, I would enjoy looking at those
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wonderful Baltimore covers, but not enough to warrant
sending them here.

Whnile much interested in early stamps and P. M. pro-
visionals, I cannot help but be influenced by the turn
against envelope stamps years ago. In my beloved Scott
Album, a Christmas gift in 1885, there were places for
envelope stamps. Then they were discredited as stamps and
no places provided. For years I've been gradually filling
the spaces in that old album and one of the worst features
has been the difficulty of getting the old envelope stamps,
especially foreign, which seem to be considered trash and
beneath notice.

As to franked covers, I have a few which partake of
the autograph category (my autograph collection being really
something), such as:

Lord Chancellor Eldon, on folded letter
to his brother, Lord Stowell

James Madison

H(enry) Clay

Thos. A. Benton

Jas. W. Henry

A. J., Dallas

Daniel Webster

F(isher) Ames

B(enj.) F. Wade

J(ohn) C. Calhoun

Rufus Choate

Your John B. Coffin letter from Mexico (Envelope.G) is
interesting. According to Heitman he did not hold a com-
mission in the regular U. S. Army.

I have ventured to add some identifying notes to your '
franked covers from the Georgia and Alabama Congressman.

I am returning herewith the file. The value of the two
rare covers are beyond my lopes and I hope that you will al-
ways keep them as distinctively unique and personally precious.
I have aprejudice against the commercial side of collecting.

I have accumulated many stamps during about a half century of
collecting and have given many away and traded often, but
can't remember having sold any.

Cordially yours,

S T R
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SINCE 1915

October 28, 1938
Deer Stanley,

Your airmgil letter and alec the one from mahn {
are here and I will answer the latter direct. ]

I know of only two Quartz lamps (violet ray machines),
The Hanovia is made in Newark and I will get in tcuch with them
for you, The lateet model I have seen is about two feet long
a foo¥ deep and perhaps 18/2C inches high, I know the "field"
is large enou%h to take at least one oriel album page, but &
am not sure it will accommodate two pagee. I think it costs )
about #180 and if a converter has toc be attached to use A/C ¢~
inetead of & D/C current that coste &30 to $50 extra. The
fikuree are from recollecticn of a few years ago.

There is gnother type that I think is made in Syracuse.
It is like a flaeh light with hand grip attached, perhaps as
large as an old fashioned horse-pi#tol and looks something like
that, with modern streamlining., It is portable, with a cord,
80 you can plug it into a socket anywhere. 'he only one I
have scen was in the Police Dept in Cleveland, I doubt if the
field was large enough to shine on more than perhaps 4 to 8
stampe. I suppoee the thing might cost $5C or leses but really
don't know,

Experience has shown that the violet ray is not a cure-all
for philatelic ailmente, The resulte are likely %c depend say
307 on the machine and 70% on the knowldege and experience of
the operator. By continued use you become familiar with what
it will do and what it cannot do. Generally speaking, it will
show wp pen cancels, pPaint jobs, and repaire like a house on
fire and I have long been convinced thal philately needs some-
cne who will do enough work with it % t tt i
of 1te capabilities Snd Limitations thas'l Thisk asyoss hew
has. My own knowledge is extremdy limited but I am confident
that you could make The mgschine tell us much that has not been
dreamed of, We were just getting sftarted on this work when
we lost Johnny Andrews wonderful scientific training and ability
through hie death., He could usuglly tell us WHY we obtained
certain results and WHY we didn't getothers.

—




