
The John Hudson Hall Collection of
Spain's 6 Cuartos of 1850

by Peter A. Robertson

IEditor's Note: John Hudson Hall's specialized collection of Spain'sfirst stamp is one of the most
remarkable parts of the PF's 250+ volume Reference Collection. The Hall collection has been

exhibited on several occasions in Spain. In 1987 it was awarded the Spanish National Mint Award

in the Court of Honor of ESPAMER 87, held in Ia Corufia, Spain. As a companion piece to the

" Pillars of the PF" article on John Hudson Hall, PF Curator Peter A. Robertson opens the doors of
the vault for a look "lnside the Reference Collection," and a chance to view this magnificent srudy.l

I dvanced coilectors will often study a par-

f-Iticular stamp to the point where they
reconsmrct the original plate layout from multi-
ple copies. Since for many early issues each

different stamp in a pane or sheet will show

minute differences in the design, advanced
specialists are able to determine the plate posi-
tion from which a particular stamp was printed.
This type of original philatelic research is rarely
encountered today. Most of this work has al-
ready been accomplished and documented and

the collections long since broken up. This is not
the case with John Hudson Hall's specialized
study of the Spanish 6 cuartos of 1850 since this
collection has never been broken up. It remains
intact as it was donated to The Philatelic Foun-
dation, after he died in 7952. lt is one of the
centerpieces of the PF's Reference Collection as

a major study of a singular postage stamp.

The first stamp of Spain was released on
January 1, 1850. The face value was 6 cuartos,

the then first-class letter rate in Spain. Since it
was printed by lithography, numerous minute
differences existed in every stamp of the 255
printed from the setting. In the lithographic
process, the device from which the stamps are
printed is technicaliy referred to as a "stone"
rather than a "plate" since this form of printing
does not involve engraving. A demanding
enough prospect for any stamp, plating stamps
printed by lithography is even more difficult than
plating those printed by line engraving. In
lithography when the stone became defective or

worn, the printers would plug in a new design.
Mr. Hall meticulously tracked down and docu-
mented these "misplaced clich6s," as they were
referred to, and properly placed them in their
proper location within the printing "stone."

Mr. Hall's collection, which he started in the
1920's, begins with a listing of
all information regarding the
authorization and production
of the issue. The original
essay for this stamp, from the
"Hind" collection, is the first
important philatelic item in
this study. Illustrated as Fig-
ure 1, this essay has a value of 5 cuartos, rather
than 6 cuartos, as the stamp was issued. Only
one other example is reponed, which was in the
collection of the late Miguel Galvez, a well-
known dealer and collector. It is currently held
by the Galvez family.

Figure 2 (see next page) shows an unused

block of 63, the third largest known unused
multiple. Blocks of 72 and 81 stamps exist, but
this smalier block is important because it places

seven stone varieties in their proper setting posi-
tions. Used blocks of39 and 60 illustrate gigan-
tic postal rate usages. The block of 60 is shown
in Figure 3 (see next page). The collection also

displays the different densities and thickness of
paper that one can encounter in this issue, from
a very thick, almost cardboard, to a very thin,
pelure-like paper. [Editor's Note: Notice the
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elaborate system Mr Hall used tn mounttng hts

collections.l

Cancellations are illustrated next to the

stamps on which they appear. Since Spain is
quite large -- there were 29 districts where this
stamp was valid for postage -- numerous types

and town cancellations are possible. The John

H. Hall Collection shows a wide variety and an

excellent range of these different cancellations.
Where different colored
cancels exist, Mr. Hall tried
to have an example of every
color used.

Figure4showsatypi-
cal, "arafla," or spider can-
cellation, developed by the
Spanish postal authorities;

it was so named due to its resemblance to that
insect. It was created to ensure sufficient
defacement of the stamp in order to prevent
re-use, without marring the image of Spain's
then ruling monarch, Queen Isabella II. Ex-
amples of al1 known colors are shown in the

collection: black, red, vermilion, yellow and

blue. Although the "spider" cancellation was

the overwhelming choice for a cancelling
device, numerous other types exist and are

shown in the study. A few examples, ranging
from very scarce to extremely rare, are il-
lustrated in Figure 5. Most of these cancella-
tions were used only in certain towns ordistricts.
While technically not proper usage, according

to the Spanish postal authorities anyway, they

were employed in some limited capacity in al-
most al1 districts in a variety of different colors.

Spain's uniform circular date stamp,
designed by Juan Baeza, Postmaster General of

Spaln on May I), 1642, COnSrSreO Or a OOUOIe

ring surrounding the date, the town name above

and the district name below. A small box be-

tween the two rings on each side

contained a number indicating the
province where the town was lo-
cated. The town name was printed

at top and the district below, both within fie
double rings. Figure 6 shows a typical "Baeza"
marking. The stamp pictured at the lower left
in Figure 5 is struck with a Baeza cancellation,
against postal regulations. Interestingly, the

used block of 39 in the Hall collection is also

cancelled by a Baeza marking. Since Mr. Hall
was also an enthusiastic student of postal his-
tory, his collection contains covers that illusrarc

il*'*-(--*----".---

unusual routes and rates. Figure 7 shows one

such cover with a strip ofeight stamps used from
Malaga. Wherever possible, each and every
sramp is identified by plate position.

Mr. Hall completed this erudite project in
the 1930's. This was the ftst specialized study

of any Spanish stamp formed in the United
States. Such a study could probably not be

duplicated today. There would not be enough

multiples and other necessary material available
to even start such a project.

John Hudson Hall was not only an excellent
student, but a gentleman who was well-liked by
his fellow collectors. He was truly a philatelic
connoisseur, and many will be surprised to learn
that this was not his main interest in stamps.

Chile, Siam, U.S. first issues, carrier and local
stamps of the United States -- these were just a

few of his many interests. The Spain 6 cuartos

collection remains as a remarkable Iegacy of this
modest giant of philately.$
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